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\\ POINT OF VIEW

ST 11
A REASON AAD AN APPROACH FOR LSE OF THIS GUIDE

Accidents are now the leading threat to the lives of young people
and are responsible for more deaths than all other causes combined

HAVE YOU READ THIS . / suffering, expense, and waste that result from them call out for pre-
ventive action.

while producing an even greater number of non-fatal injuries. The

Khoo Is have two important responsibilities in accident prevention: (1) to keep pupils safe and (2) to
teach pupils how to keep themselves and others safe. The various ways of meeting these responsibilities
are not always clearly defined; thus this guide has been written to facilitate effective teaching for safety.

Communities and schools differ, hence, some of the suggestions included here are not applicable for
all schools or localities. A sufficient number of suggestions are given, however, to meet varied needs
and to stimulate individual initiative in developing solutions to particular situations. Tire concepts
and suggested learning activities presented can be adapted to both primary and intermediate grade levels.

The educational program of the elementary school must be planned to permit children to gain an
und-rstanding of safety that is con istent with their age and maturity. As a result of elementary educa-
tion, children should be able to: (1) realize that accidents are not accidental but result from activities
in home, school, and elsewhere; (2) understand that accidents are caused by people and that they can
be controlled if we know they are caused :Ind if we are willing to help prevent them; (3) realize an
individual's moral and social responsibility to prevent accidents to self and others; and (4) cooperate
with others so these objectives may be achieved.

These aims must be built around the personal-social needs of the childien and must be taken into
account in planning the program.Yrving boys and girls are easily tempted to be daring and venturesome.
They respond to fatigue, anger, joy, and similar emotions in ways that often lead to accident involve-
ment. Children must learn that safety promotes ha ppine;s while carelessness [heeds sorrow.

In the teaching of safcty-
(1) Select methods suitable far the instructional content. .;roue activities are not appropriate for

the presentation of basic information. A display, however, can assist in the presentation of the subject
matter.

(2) Select methods tt.at motivate students to learn. The teacher can only establish the climate for
learning. He cannot force learning. The tea, .ing methods establish this climate and, as a result, are the
roost important considerations for the teacher in motivating learning. Methods which involve students
in discussion and activity as well as a variety of visual presentations have proven successful as motivat-
ing factors.

(3) Select a variety of teaching methods. Regardless of how successful a teaching method might be,
it should not become tl.e exclusive method of instruction. Unfortunately, many teachers utilize the
lecture-discussion method, with a,t occasional motion picture, as the only format for presentation,
When this happens, study-it motivation is often lost. Variety leading to motivation is desirable in safety
education. Fortunately, the tremendous scope of instruction in safety pernills the effective use of
virtually every teaching method available.

The recommended use of this ;;aide is for emphasis as a separate unit at the beginning of each
school year at all grade levels of the elementary school. The content areas should be correlated throufh-
out the school year. Safety education should be a continuous integral part of daily life is elementary
school classrooms.

Seasonal change, activity variations, and normal growth present new situations that create ideal
moments for further reintorcement or learning of positive safety practices.
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THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILD

The elementary school child is particularly
vulnerable to traffic hazards. He does a great
deal of walking more than the average adult.
fie walks to and from school and to recreation
areas, run, errands and attends community
gatherings. He roller skates, rides wagons,
bicycles, school and commercial buses. He is
also a frequent passenger in the family auto-
mobile. In general, this age period finds the
child involved in an increasing number of ac-
tivities which place his life in constant jeop-
ardy.

4

Typical primary and intermediate school
children need firm and consistent training in
all of the best safety rules that prents,
teachers and society can devise. To expect a
child to know how to ride a bus or bicycle
safely without specific instruction is to deny
him an opportunity to experience constructive
and satisfying learning. To fail to demand that
a child consistently observe reasonable rules
of safety is to rob him of the sense of security
that can only be experienced through effec-
tive relationships with his environment. Edu-
cators tend to blame parents for a child's poor
behavior, but who is really to blame if a child
does not know how to conduct himself safely
and effectively to and from school'? Are we
being realistic to think that a young child can
effectively transfer safety practices from his
home training to the school situation?



CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN AS RELATED TO SAFETY

1. Young children depend to a large extent
on adults for safety and protection.

2. Children 'Linder emotional dress or strain
are not alert in their thinking.

3, Children from homes with emotional
stress need more learninr, experiences to
develop understandings and knowledges.

4. Knowing what is right gives assurance.
Practicing "the right way" makes it an
automatic response,

8. Large muscle coordination and hand-eye
coot dination are lagging in sonie children.

9 Young children who over extend them-
sehies and become fatikored arc accident
prone.

10. Pie-adolescents have periods of rapid
muscular growth which lead to awkward-
ness and restlessness. These conditions
may result in poor safety habits.

11. Children like rough and tumble play.
12. Pre-adolescents are often argumentative,

outspoken and critical of adults,
13. Children often become rebellious and un-

cooperative as they approach adolescence.
14. Teasing between boys and girls of the

pre-adolescent period creates sal!ty haz-
ards.

5. Children are not always capable of recog-
nizing potentia! dangers.

6. Fears are not learned until experier eed
or tatighc.

7. Physical defects such as poor vision or
slow coordination can be safety hazards.

5



.VITERINTENDENT

Be concerned with program or-
ganization and the assignment
of personnel to assure adequate
and proper direction of the
safety education program.

RESPONSIBILITIES
OF THE

SAFETY TEAM

PARENT

Keep close contact with the
school safety program by dis- ....../"...
cussion of the meaning and
importance of the program in
the home.

CROSS/.1'G GUARD

1. Create a good public image.
2. Have knowledge of local traf-

fic regulations.
3. Know the Why, When, Where

and How of school-child
accidents.

4. Have a clear understanding
of authority, duties and res
passibility, and techniques
of traffic control.

6
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1, Work with and support the
local school administration.

2. Have knowledge rod clear
understanding of the State
Bus Program.

3. Have knowledge of laws and
regulations of State Motor
Vehicle Department.

4. Provide a safe passage of
students to and from school.

5. Maintain a professional driv-
ing attitude; drive defer..
sively.



SAFETY CO-ORDINATOR

1. Be aware of administrative
000". policy

.0" 2. Conduct survey of safety
instruction

3. Be co-ordinator between
school and community.

4. Evaluate the safety program
5. Provide inservice instruction

for teachers

BIlLDING PRIN(VAL

1. Utilize contributions and ser-
.00000.0,00"". vices. of community groups.

2. Supervises the safety instruc-
tion.

3. Utilize services of safety or-
ganizations (list in Appen-
dix).

4. Comply with all directives
from the State Department
of Public Instruction.

SCHOOL SAFETY COUNCIL

1. Promote individual and
school community safety.

2. Encourage active participa-
tion of the students in bi-
cych. bus and pedestrian
safety.

3. Operate under supervision
of the School Safety Co-
ordinator.

CLA.SSR00,11 TE(11LR

1. Set example
2. Keep the administration and

principal informed of unsafe
conditions

3. Integrate Safty teaching
whenever possible.

4. Encourage parents to em-
phasize safety at home.

5. Utilize al! instruction -il aids
to accomplish learning in
all phases of safety.

7
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WALKING TO AND FitOM SCHOOL

8

Pedestrian safety should be taught as a se-
parate unit at the beginning of each school year
at each grade level, preferably during the first
week of school and then correlated throughout
the year with other content areas. Particular
attention should be paid to weather and sea-
sonal changes. Pedestrian safety can be further
emphasized by schools through encouraging
parent and community service organizations to
study the problem.

Pedestrian accidents in the United States
clakted 9,300 lives during 1966 with 2,700 of
these victims below fifteen years of age accord-
ing to the National Sa, 'ty Council. As a ped-
estrian, a person cannot rely on the law as the
sole protection. First of all, the laws vary from
state to state; and secondly, the pedestrian, be-
ing so vulnerable, must be always alert and
observing. Therefore, safe pedestrian practices
mu :t be observed by adults in order the child-
ren will follow good safety practices.

8



SAFETY PRACTICES TO BE DEVELOPED

Obedience

Obey parents
Obey policemen
Obey crossing guards
Obey safety council
Obey school aathorities
Obey traffic lights

Listening
Listen to orders of parents, policemen,
crossing guards, etc.
Listen for policeman's whistle
Listen to sounds of traffic
Listen for tiny unusual sounds

9 .+

WALKING TO AND FRONI ';(11()01,

Observing
Observe signals of policemen and crossing
guards
Observe traffi,: lights
Observe flow of traffic
Observe road conditions (snowy, icy, wet,
etc.)
Observe obstacles cn sidewalks, side of
roads, etc.
Observe other pedestrians for potential
dangers (horseplay, crowded sidewalks and
crossings, etc.)

9



Proper Direction

Walk :Fong le 't side of road facing traffic
Walk on right side of s:dewaik when meeting
people

Safety-MindetLiess

Safety-mindedness through
awareness and practice.

10
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Aw.ireness -1 Danger

Dangers of crossing street
near parked cars.
Dangers of darting out be-
tween cars.
Dangers of crossing in middle
of block.
Danger of taking unfami-
liar wandering routes.
Dangers of walking in street
when sidewalks are available.
Dangers of walking in the
road instead of off the side
of road.
Dangers of crossing the
street against traffic lights.
Dangers of crossing the
street when uncertain how
long light has been green.

Other Dangers

Dangers of accepting rides
from strangers.
Dangers of accepting candy,
money, etc. from strangers.
Dangers of taking short-cuts
through alleys, isolated fields
woods, t tc.
Dangers cf playing along
the way.
Dangers of entering deserted
houses and buildings.
Dangers of strange and un-
familiar animals.



WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL

.SUGGESTED LEIRAING

Emphasize the need for following the rules. Teachers of these
children should capitalize upon the competitiveness, desire
for leadership, and need for action to plan and present safety
programs to their classmates and younger children. Most
intermediate age children knov the safety rules but often
do not obey them.

Dramatize in classroom and assembly programs safety prac-
tices in walking to school. Dramatize contrasting unsafe
practices.

Draw a map of the community and develop the best routes
to follow from home to school, to stores, recreation areas, etc.

Correlate safety with science by demonstrating that a com-
plete circuit is needed to light a bulb to make traffic lights.
Prepare tall-3 to give to primary grades using the lights made.

Discus., current safe and unsafe practices bzing followed in
school community, kith suggestions for change.

invite officers of school safety council to hold a panel dis-
cussion on safety in walking for the class or in an assembly
program.

Participate in local, state, and national safety action programs
made available through the agencies listed in fir appendix.

11 I



SUGGESTED LE.1RAING ACTIVITIES

Organize a school safety council if there is
none.

Write letter to crossing guard or police officer
inviting him to speak to the, class or classes.

Read stories about accidents which might
have been prevented.

Start a story which involves safe or lack of
safe practices and have pupils supply the
ending.

Draw pictures depicting safe practices.

Make transparencies to be used on overhead
projector for discussions.

Write original safety jingles.

Take a walk around the school. Notice the dif-
ferent types of traffic signs, traffic lights,
lines painted on the pavement, etc.

12
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SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

School bus safety practices should be
taught as a separate unit at the beginning of
each year in all elementary grades. Specifically,
school bus safety should be taught as soon as
possible or within the first two weeks of
school. Correlation should be employed with
other content areas throughout the year and
additional re-emphasis in the spring when
activities are increased.

The school bus accident is not nearly as
frequently fatal as the pedesti:an accident,
but the potential is so much greater. The
National Safety Council reports show that
school bus transpertation accidents kill about
50 pupils a year - about 15 as passengers on
school buses and about 35 as pupil pedestrians
either approaching or leaving a loading zone.
In 1966 approximately 225,000 school buses
operated daily. Reports indicate that there
were 3,800 injuries to pupils in the same
period. This record, though very small in
number, still involves death probability. In the
State of Delaware there were 66G school
buses operating in 1966 with 41 bus ac idents
and 3 pupils injured. The fatalities are few
because of great effort by all concerned and
continued effort for safety is a necessity. The
study and development of good Passenger
practices leads to good overall safety habits.

13
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SAFETI. PRACTICES TO BE DEIELOPED

Obey your school bus driver cheerfully and
promp'.1y,

Cooperate with your school bus patrol and
safety ptitrol.

Go directly to the school bus stop from home
and return directly home from the school bus
stop.

Stay away from strarge or unfamilia, animals.

Be extra alert in the rain, snow, fog strong
winds.

Be on time to meet the bus.

Keep feet out of aisle in the bus. Keep your
books or parcels on your lap while riding.

Keep your arms and head inside the bus. Ex-
tending anything outside open bus windows is
extremely dangerous.

Keep school bus dean and sanitary.

Assume responsibility for your own safety and
for the safety of others.

Talk quietly on the bus.

Be courteous to fellow passengers.

14
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Wait for the school bus off the road. Do rk..,
attempt to board the bus until it has stopped.
Use the hand rail when boarding the bus. After
boarding take your seat quickly and quietly.
Do not push or crowd other passengers.

Walk on the left side of the road facing traffic
when there are no sidewalks.

Look all ways before crossing streets and
highways. First look left, then right, then
left again.

Walk across streets or highways. When you
run across you may not see danger or you
may stumble in the path of a vehicle.



SCHOOL BuS
56Pere
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SUGGESTED LEARALNG

Ask your school principal to conduct a spe-
cial bus safety program at the beginning of
the school year.

Take your class to the school parking lot-
have a school bus parked there for your use.
Have a school bus driver explain to your class
the general external characteristics of bus
such as weight of bus, various types of lights.
safety cross mirror, etc. Then have pupils get
in bus, point out procedure foi opening arid
closing door, emergency doors, emergency
equipment, seating capacity of bus, etc.

Take your class to the school parking lot-have
a school bus parked there for your use. Demon-
strate and have your pupils practice the pro-
per procedure for waiting for the bus, boarding
the bus, taking seats on the bus and getting
off the bus.

Ask a bus driver to speak to your class to
explain bus riding rules. (use Walt Disney
Charts).

Show what a blind spot is and how it can hide
cars or people.

Learn the rules a motorist must obey when he
sees a school bus stopped to pick up or dis-
charge passengers.

Make a list of accidents that could happen to
a boy or girl who rides with hip head or arms
outside the bus.

Ask a State Policeman and a bus safety patrol
member to speak to your class about the duties
and respc nsibilities of the school bus safety
patrol.

13
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SUGGESTED LEA RAEVG ACTIVITIES

Observe the conduct of children oa your
school bus. Suggest ways to improve keeping
the aisle clear and ways to help keep your
bus clean.

Have your class develop a "behavior code" for
school bus riders.

Discuss with your class reasons for going
directly to and from the school bus stop.

Make a list of ways you can help your school
bus driver.

Use the school bus safety film Watch It,
Johnny for general orientation. During repeat
viewings listen for and tally references to
"Safety Practices to be Developed."

Use other school bus safety films and visual aids available from the l.oi of sources of materials and services.

Prepare older students to assist in emergencies by drills in situations of driver failure, accident, tire or sick-
ness while on normal school bus routes.

Take your class to the parking lot, and using a school bus, have road-crossing drills.

Practice emergency evacuation drills with a school bus and regular driver using front door, side doors, and
rear doors.

Demonstrate the use of emergency devices such as fire extinguisher, flashing lights, wrecking bar, fire axes,
first aid kits, and reflectors.

Participate in local, state, and national safety action programs made available through the agencies listed in
the appendix.

16
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BICYCLE SAFETY
Bicycle safety practices should be tauVit as _a separate

unit witlr emphasis at the beginning of the year as well
as just prior to spring of the year. At the beginning of
the year bicycle safety teaching should be within the
first three weeks of school. In the spring, bicycle safety
teaching can be most effective when the weather begins
to moderate but not later than the last sseek before the
Easter recess.

Attention must be paid to the fact that more first,
second, and third grade students arc riding bicycles. This
age group; 6-10, is extremely important is safety teach-
ing. Emphasis at this age level should be on equipment
and safety practices. Theory is least effective the
primary level while demonstrations, visual aids (bicycles
and tricycles), discussion of experiences, films, pictures,
stories, and recent mishaps are most effective.

Bicycles, like the other modes of transportation. have
contributed 750 unnecessary fatalities in 1966 i the

United States according to the National Safety Council.
A further note of tragedy is the fact th it 4 out of S
ckalhs 'vete in the 5-15 year age group. The year 19GJ
saw a 107c increase over 1965 in bicycle fatalities. Other
significant facts are that the majority ct those killed
were under 16 years of age, the majority were males,
the majority of the accidents occurred dining the period
April through September, the majority occurred during
daylight hours, ,!te majority were during the afternoon
hours, most frequent on Saturdays, least frequent on
Sundays, and in 4 out of 5 accidents the, bicycle rider
was violating the rules.

One of the most common mi,conceptions in bicycle
riding is that the bicyclist feels he is special and privi-
leged. the he bicycle is to he operated under the same
laws as a motor vehicle in the State of Delaware.



SAFETY PRACTICES TO RE DEVELOPED

Responsibilities

"Caking care of a bicycle to be sure the
brakes, lights, pedals, etc., are functioning
properly is each rider's responsibility.

Know the meaning of all traffic signs and
the proper hand signals to use when riding
on the highways.

Realize that any bicycle rider is subject to
the same traffic regulations as the operator
of any motor vehicle.

1

Alertness

Realize the need for being alert to the
mm enienl of traffic as well as times when
it is safer to walk one's bicycle across street
or busy intersections. This is the responsi-
bility of all riders.

18
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Cooperation

Cooperate with the police and safety offic-
ials (Required of both parents and children).

Knowledge of Safety Rules

Know that night riding should be per-
formed only in an emergency when toe
rider wears light clothing and when the bi-
cycle is equipped with a white light in front
and a red reflector in the rear.

Know that clinging to motor vehicles is an
unsafe and illegal practice.

Know that the law prohibits any bicycle
carrying more persons than the number for
..hich it is designed.



Conduct a bicycle clinic at the school to test
bicycles for safe operation.

Conduct demonstrations in the classroom and
assemblies with the aid of real bicycles and
tricycles and other visual aids.

Make charts or posters to show the various
hand signals and traffic signs. Test the child's
knowledge of the above by using captionless
charts or transparencies.

Talk with parents and children about the im-
portance of bicycle safety.

Encourage city and county police to license
bicycles.

Emphasize the danger of riding a bicycle after
dark by darkening the room and demonstrat-
ing the difficulty one has seeing a rider in
dark clothes on a dark bike as compared with
the rider who has a bicycle light and a reflector
on his bicycle, and wears light colored cloth-
ing.

Conduct a bicycle rodeo and emphasize such
skills as the proper way to mount, dismount,
ride around obstacles, and stop.

Participate in local, state, and national safety
action programs made available through the
agencies listed in the appendix.

Have an assembly program where safety is
discussed.

Emphasize greater need for caution when
riding a bicycle as compared with walking, by
counting the number of turns made by the
back cog wheel when the distance the bi-
cycle travels during the pedal wheel's turn.

Take advantage of the many films, filmstrips,
color slides, posters, guest speakers, pamphlets
and other visual aids available from the list of
sources of materials and services.

1'J
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RIDING TO SCHOOL IN AUTOMOBILES

20

It is recommended that passenger safety
practices be taught as a separate unit at the
beginning of the year and, due to its dynamic
nature, correlated with other content areas
throughout the year. Cooperation with par-
ents and the community is a must in this area
of safety.

There is no reliable method at present to
record the number of accidents or fatalities
involved in riding to school in the automobile.
This type of data is recorded in the overall
motor vehicle accident and fatality rates which
was at an all time high in 1966. There were
1,554,000 accidents and 53,000 fatalities in-
volving motor vehicles in 1966 with the
majority of deaths occurring in the 15-24
year age group. These figures reflect waste and
speak for themselves in magnitude. At the
elementary school level this problem can be
effectively combatted; therefore, safety educa-
tion must reach the pupil before he ventures
into his world.

Passenger accidents are caused by not ob-
serving common sense precautions, by lack of
understanding, and by confusion in the mind
of the passenger.

g6



Speak in a conversational tone. Remember the
driver must give all of his attention to his
driving.

Always walk across the street in an area where
drivers can see you clear of parked vehicles.

Go forward after leaving the car. Stay in
sight of the driver. Enter and leave cars in
areas designated for loading and unloading

21

SIFET}' PRACTICES TO BE DE[' LOPED

Enter and leave the car on the curb side or the
side away from traffic.

Lock the doors. In the event of a serious
accident or if the car overturns, the locks will
help keep the doors closed and keep the
passengers within the vehicle.

Use seat belts.
Always place books or parcels securely on the
rear seat floor. In the event of an accident or
sudden stop these become projectiles and there
may be serious injury if these objects are loose
on the rear deck behind the back seat.

Keep arms or head inside. Putting them out
of windows is extremely dangerous.

When entering or leaving the car, be extra
alert in the rain, snow, fog or strong winds.

21
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Observe automobiles arriving and leaving the
school. Note the conduct of pupils. Suggest
ways to improve these conditions.

Make a list of good safety rules that children
should follow when riding in cars.

Ask a driver education teacher to speak to
your class on the advantages of using scat belts.

Give a demonstration to the class on the cor-
rect way to p..,t on seat belts. Include hooking,
proper posif across body, correct slack and
unhooking.

Take your class to the parking lot. Have a car
1(')

there for your use. Explain the correct method
of entering and leaving the car, proper way to
close doors, locking doors and point out other
safety devices built into cars.

Ask a member of the Youth Division of the
Delaware State Police to speak to your class
about accidents involving young children in
cars.

Use films, filmstrips, de monstrations and other
visual aids available from the list of soirees
of materials and services.

Participate in local, state, and national safety
action programs made available through the
agencies listed ir, the appendix.

22
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SOURCES OF MATERIALS AND SERVICES

Following are some sources of materials and services available for bicycle, school bus and pedestrian
safety.

When writing to any one of these sources, be certain to make your request as specific as possible, es-
pecially regarding the grad; you teach. Most organizations that have materials available will gladly send a
publications list upon request. In some instances there is a nominal charge for these items to cover costs
of handling and postage.

All requests for materials from the National Safety Council should be forwarded through the Delaware
Safety Council.

General Materials

Delaware Safety Council
1083 duPont Building
Wilmington, Delaware 19801

Dover Office Delaware Safety Council
737 South Governors Avenue
Dover, Delaware 19901

Posters, bulletins, films and consultant services for safety in the elementary school,and safetyaction programs
(Green Pennant, etc).

Bicycle Institute of America
122 East 42nd Street
New York, New York 10017

Posters, bulletins and manual relating to every phase of bicycling.

Local AAA Club or
Americm Automobile Association
1712 G Street N. W.
Washington , D. C. 20006

Posters, bulletins, and films relating to traffic safety including school safety patrols, elementary traffic safety
education and pedestrian protection.

National Commission on Safety Education
National Education Association
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Bulletins and posters dealing with many different phases of safety education at all grade levels, for school
administrators and classroom teachers. rublicat ons list will be sent free upon request.

National Safety Council
425 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 601311

Accident facts (issued annually). Also materials concerning school and traffic safety. Safety Education
magazine, less'n units, posters and safety education data sheets.

Office of Education
U. S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare
Washington. D. C. 20201

23
23



Materials and advisory services relating to safety education and pupil transportation.

Preferred and Highly Recommended Materials.

A. Walt Disney Study Prints

1. Pedestrian Safety Set
Bicycle Safety Set

3. School bus Safety Set

Walt Disney Film , Inc.
800 Sonora Avenue
Glendale, California 91201
Price SII per set

B. Poster Let's Be Safe Passengers

NEA
Nominal fee

C. Films - Free loan Delaware Safety Council

"The School Bus and You"
Sound, color, 10 minutes

"Be Your Own Traffic Folic:man"
Sound, color, 11 minutes

"I'm no Fool as a Pedestrian"
Sound, color, 10 minutes

"I'm no Fool with a Bicycle"
Sound, black and white. I 1 minutes

"The Talking Car"
Sound, black and white, 11 minutes

"You and Your Bicycle"
Sound, color, 14 minutes

"Your School Safety Patrol"
Sound, color, 14 minutes

"The Safest Way."
Sound, color, 12 minutes

D. Delaware State Department of Public Instruction Film Library

"Watch It, Johnny"
Sound, color, 15 minutes
(Also on TV tape - Delaware Educational TV Network)

E. Brochures
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I. School Safety Patrol Members Handbook
AAA - Delaware Safety Council

2. Policies and Practices for school Safety r'atrols
AAA - Delaware Safety Council
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3. fiere Comes the Bus
Delaware Safety Council

4. All Aboard Let's Go for a Trip
Dray Publications, Inc.
Deerfield, Mass. 01342

F. Manuals and Guides

1. Bicycle L,afety in Action
NEA

2. Safety Guides for You in the Primary Grades
NEA

3. Safety Guides for You in the Intcrnicu;ate Grades
NEA
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MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE
RELATED TO PEDESTRIAN, SCHOOL BUS, AND BICYCLE SAFETY

PEDESTRIAN

DELAWARE CODE, TITLE 21, CHAPTER 41 RULES OF THE ROAD (NEW)
Subchapter V. Pedestrians' Rights and Duties

§ 4141. Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations.

(a) Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic control signals as provided in section 4108 of this title
unless required by local ordinance to comply strictly with such simals, but at all other places
pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges and shall be subject to Lit restrictions stated in this
chapter.

§ 4142. Pedestrians' tight of way in crops walks.

(a) When traffic-control signals are net in place or not in operation the driver of a vehicle shall
yield the right of way, stowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossin2,
the roadway within a cross walk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon
which the vehicle is trave/i.12, or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite
half of the roadway as to be in danger

(b) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into the
path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield.

k c) Paragraph (a) shall not apply under the ,:onditior.s stated in section 4143 (b) of th.s title.

(J) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked cross walk or at any unmarked cross walk at an
intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway. the driver of any other vehicle approach-
ing from the rear shall not overtake and pass stopped vehicle.

§ 4143. Crossing at other than cross wa,ks,

(a) Every peuestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked cross walk or
within an unmarked cross walk at an intersection shall yield the right of way to all vehicles ipon
the roadway.

(b) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where p 'destrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian
crossing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

(c) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic-control signals are in operation pedestrians
shall not cross at any place except in a marked cross walk.

(6) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection diagonally unless authorial by official
traffic-control devices; and, when authorized to cross diagonally, pedestrians shall cross only in
accordance with the official traffic control devises pertaining to such crossing nu- vements,

§ 4144. Drivers to exercise due care.
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(a) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this chapter every driver of a vehicle shall exer-
cise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon any roadway awd shall give warning by
sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise proper precaution upon observing any child
or any obviously confused incapacitated person, or a person wholly or partially blind, carrying a
cane or walking stick white in color, or white tipped with red, upon a roadway.
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§ 4145. Pedestrians to use right half of cross walks.

(a) Pedestrians shall move, whenever practicable, upon the right half of cross wanks.

4146. Pedestrians on roadways, penalty.

(a) Where sidewalks are provided it shall be unlawful for a...y pedestrian w walk along and upon
an adjacent roadway.

(b) Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking along and upon a highway shall,
when practicable, walk only on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder facing traffic which
may approach from the opposite direction.

(c) Whoeve; violates this section shall, for the first offense be lined not less than $2 nor more
than S25, or imprisoned not less than 2 nor more than 10 days, or both. For each subsequent like
offense within one year, he shall be fined not less than S1.9 nor more than $25, or imprisoned not
less than 2 nor more than 30 days, or both.

§ 4147. Pedestrians soliciting rides or business.

(a) No person shall stand in a highway for the purpose of soliciting a ride. employment busi-
ness from the occupant of any vehicle.

§ 4148. Carrying of lights or reflector device by pedestrians: Penalty

(a) No pedestrian shall walk upon any roadway or shoulders of roadway of this State that is used
for motor or vehicle traffic, beyond the r orporate limits of any city or town, without carrying a
lighted lantern, lighted flashlight or other similar light or reflector type device during the period
of time from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise and at any other time
when there is not sufficient light to render clearly visible any person or vehicle on the highway.

§ 4149. Walking on highways under influence of drugs or liquor.

(a) No person shall walk or be upon a public highway of this State while undi the influence of
intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs.

§ 4150 Use of certain canes restricted to blind pedestrians.

(a) No persons ex:ept those wholly or partially blind shall carry in a raised or Jed position
on any street or highway a cane or walking stick which is white in color or white tipped in red.

§2901

.V('11001, BIS

DELAWARE CODE, TITLE 14, CHAPTER 29 TRANSPORTATION OF PUPILS

Regulations governing design and operation of school bus.

(a) 1 he State Board of Education, by and with the advice of the Motor Vehicle Commissioner,
shall adopt and enforce regulations not inconsistent with the motor vehicle laws of this State to
govern the design and operation of all school busses used for the transportation of school child-
ren, whether such busses be owned and operated by any public school district or privately owned
and operated under contract with the State Board or any public school district in this State.
Such regulations shall by reference be made a part of every contract entered into by .he State
Board or any school district for the operation of a school bus. Every school district, its officers
and employees, and every person employed under contract by the State Board or a school dis-
trict to furnish or operate a school bus shall be subject to the regulations.
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§ 2902 Violation of regulations; compliance clause in contracts.

(a) Any officer or employee of the State Board of E.ducation or of any school district who vio-
lates any of the school bus regulations or who fails to include an obligation binding a contrac'or
to comply with such regulations M any contract executed by him on behalf of a school district
shall be guilty of misconduct and subject to removel from office or employment.

§ 2903 Breach and cancellation of contract.

(a) Whoever, being the operator of a school bus under a contract with the State Board o' Educa-
tion or any school district, fails to comply with any school bus regulation adopted by the State
Board shall be guilty of breach of contract and his contract shall be cancelled, after notice and
hearing, by the responsible officers of the school district or the State Board,

DELAWARE CODE, TITLE 2], CHAPTER 27, DRIVERS LICENSE SUBCHAPTER I,
GENERAL
Provisions

§ 2707 Minimum age for drivers of s,:.hool buses and public passenger-carrying vehicles.

(a) No person under 21 years of age whether licensed under this chapter or rot, shalt drive a
motor vehicle which such vehicle is in use as a school bus or as a public passenger-carrying
con...yance.

(b) All school bus drivers employed by the Slate Board of Education or by any public school
district or by a contractor operating buses under contract with the State Board of Education or
any public school district shill, prior to employment, be required to pass a physical examination
which shall be prescribed by the State Boasd of Education and shall also `)e required to pass a
physical examination every two years during the term of employment. The physical examination
required by this section shall be conducted by the State Board of Health or by a physician
licensed to practice medicine and surgery in this State.

(c) Substitute drivers hired by a contractor after September 1, of any year, to replace a regular
driver of said contractor shall be given seven eaten tar days in which to comply with the require-
ments of Section I of this Act.

DELAWARE CODE, TITLE 21, CHAPTER 41, RULES OF THE ROAD (NEW)
Subchapter VII. Special Stops Required

§ 4163 Certain hicles must stop it all railroad grade crossings.

(a) The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or of any school bus carrying
any school child, or of any vehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable liquids as a cargo
or part of a cargo, before crossing any grade any track or tracks of a railroad shall stop such
vehicle within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while so
stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track for any approaching train. and
for signals indicating the approach of a train. except as hereinafter provided, and shall not pro-
ceed until he can do so safel.i. After stopping a; required herein and upon proceeding when it is
safc to do so the driver of any vehicle shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there \kill
be no necessity for changing gears while trz-veising such crossing and tilt driver shall not shift
gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(b) No stop needs to be made at any such crossing where a police officer or a traffic control
signal directs traffic to proceed.

§ 4166 Overtaking and passing school bus, stop signal devices; marking of bnses.
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(a) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway upon meeting or overtaking from either direction
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:my school bus which has stopped on the highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any
school children shall stop the vehicle before reaching such school bus when there is in operation
on the school bus a visual signal as specified in sub-section (e) of this section, and the driver shall
not proceed until such school bus resumes motion or is signaled by the sciool bus driver to
proceed or the visual signals are no longer actuated.

(b) Every bus used for the transportation of school children shall be painted chronic yellow, sha.1
bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the word "SCHOOL BUS'
in ii-itters not less than 8 inches in height, and in addition shall be equipped with visual signals
meeting the requirements of this title, which shall be actuated by the driver of the school but
whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the highway for the pt rpose of receivinr.
or discharging school children.

(c) When a school bus in being operated upon a highway for purpcses other than the actml
transportation of children either to or from school all marking; thereon indicating "SCHOOL
BUS" shall be covered or concealed.

(d) The driver of a vehicle proceedin ; in a direction opposite to that of a school bus on a high-
way with four or more traffic lanes need not stop upon meeting or pissing the school bus. The
driver of a motor vehicle upon a controlled-access highway need not ;Am upon meeting or pass-
ing a school bus which is stopped in a loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway
and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the highway.

(e) Every school bits in addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings required by
this title shall be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as
practicable, which shall be capable of displaying to the front two alternately flashing red light
located at the same level and to the rear two alternately, flashing red lights located at the same
level, and these lights shall have sufficient intensity tc be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight.

DELAWARE CODE, TITLE 21, CHAPTER =:3, EQUIPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF
VEHICLES
Subchapter III, School Buses

4363 Skid Chains and Snow Tires.

When the highways are covered with snow or ice, the operitor of any school bus shall not
transport school children upon any of the highways of this State without tire chains on tl.e out-
side rear wheels of the bus, or unless all rear wheels of the bus are equipped with tires ha-
ving treads designed for use in snow, which tires must be in such condition as to see e the purpose
for which they are designed. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be fined not
less than SIO nor more than S100, or imprisoned not more than 10 days or both.

BIC )'CLE

DELAWARE: CODE. I ERE: 21. CHAPITR 27 DRIVERS
Subchapter XII. Operation of Bicycles and Play Vehicles.

§ 4190. Effect of regulations.

(a) the parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize or knowingly permit
any child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this subchapter.

(b) lhcse regulations applicable to bicycles shall apply whenever a bicycle is operated upon any
highway or upon any path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles subject to those exceptions
stated herein.
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§ 4191. Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles.

(a) Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be
subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this title, except as to specii:1
regulations in this subchapter and except as to those provisions of this title which by their nature
can have no application.

§ 4192. Riding on bicycles.

(a) A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a permanent and regu-
lar seat attached thereto.

(b) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is
designed and equipped.

§ 4193. Clinging to vehicles.

(a) No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled, or toy vehicle shall attach the
same or himself to any vehicle upon a roadway.

§ 4194. Riding on roadways and bicycle paths.

(a) Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the
roadway as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in
the same direction.

(b) Persons r ding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride two abreast except on paths or parts of
roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

(c) Wherever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent to a roadway, bicycles riders
shall use such path and shall not use the roadway.

§ 4195. Carrying of ai tides.

(a) No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the
driver from keeping at least one hand on the handle bars.

§ 4196. Lamps and other equipment on bicycles.
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(a) Every bicycle when in use at night-time shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall
emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a red reflector
on the rear of a type approved by the Department which shall be visible from a distance of 300
feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle.
A lamp emitting a Led light from I distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to

red reflector.

(b) No person shall operate a bicycle unless it is crp.ipped sN:th a bell or other deice capable of
giving a signal audible for a distance of at least 100 feet.

(c) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which \v:11 enable the operator to make the
braked wheels !kid on dry, level, clean pavement.
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,SPECTIL (7011,111TEE FOR .SAFETY EDUCATION IN ELEIlEATARY SCHOOL

Mr. Robert F. Massaleri-Chairman-S,dervisor of Safety and Driver Educa-
tion-State Department of Public Instruction

Miss Dorothy Derriekson-Secretary -Third Grade "Leacher-Dover Air Force
Base Elementary School-Caesar Rodney School District

Mr. Elwood Bittenbender-Principal-Eden Elementary School-Newark Special
School District

Dr. F. Arthur Brill-School Psychologist-Alexis I. duPont School District

Mr. Richard Caldwell-Teacher-Lakeview Elementary School-Milford Special
School District.

Mr. Earl II. Corkran-Principal-East Dover Elementary School-Dover Special
School District

Mr. Leon Hart-Assistant Supervisor of Transportation-State Department of
Public Instruction

Mr. Francis Jamison-Assistant Manager-Delaware Safety Council -Wilmington,
Delaware

Mrs. Patricia Jones-Fourth Grade Teacher-Green Street Elementary School-
Clr,ymont Special School District

Mr. James Kerr-Principal-LuLu Ross Elementary School-Milford Special
School District

Mrs. Virginia Neave-Assistant Supervisor of Elementary Education-State
Department of Public instruction

Mr. John Reiher-Curriculum Coordinator of Diocesan School-State of Dela-
ware

Miss Edith Patterson-Helpinb Teacher- Elementary Department- Wilmington
Public Schools

Mr. David Williams-Principle-Dover Air Base School t/ 2-Caesar Rodney
Special School District

Mr. Frank P. Mich-Supervisor of Safety-State Department of Public In-
struction

Gra..ful acknowledgement is made to the men*.Ts of the Special Committee for Safety Education in the
Elementary Schools, Mrs. Donna Statelier for secretarial work, and to Mrs. ...afolyn Brown-Graphic Arts
Specialist, Office of Pub li. 'nforoation, State Department of Public Instruction, responsible for the art
work-for assistance in the preparation of this teacher's

'1

31


