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NARRATIVE REPORT

June 1970 brings to a close more than three years of intensive

and rewarding work in the schools of sovchern McHenry Couaty.

Outdoor Education can fairly be said to be accepted practice in

. these schools,

- Two tributes .to the program may be cited:

" 1. The Board of Education of District 47, Crystal Lake,

has officially acted to fund -the program fully from

local sources.

| T |

2. The Illinois Department of Public Instruction has

selected the project as exemplary of more than one-

hundred Title III projects in the state.

Considerable time during the project's second year was devoted

e

to re- statlng aims and objectives. The thrse ''parts! below

con51st of the results of that work, essentlally as reported

]

in the ContlnLutlon Grant Request of one yecr ago. They are

re- stated here for easy reference°

===

Objectives of the Program

! EE Part dne'— Rationale
Although many of the objectives subsequently set forth may be

attained to some degree through the on going classroom instruction,




: wwmnﬁi

persons participating in this school-community outdoor education

program firmly believe that:

1.

Critical thinking improves through practice, and that
opportunities more readily occur for such practice when
direct and tangible experiences are provided in the
outdoors,

That children!s understanding and appreciation of man's
dependence on and responsibility for various components
of his natural environment can be enhanced through direct
experience in the field.

Children can be helped to recognize individual worth and
the interdependence of all mankind by planning for and
participating with others in experiences outside the
classroom.

Children can be helped to develop abilities for the
interchange of thoughts and ideas through reporting and
discussion and that experiences in the outdoors will
(after research and critical thinking) provide vital
subject matter for such communication,

Children's appreciation and awareness of the rich, natural,
and historical heritage of the outdoors and importance to
the nation can be increased by providing real, tangible
experience in the outdoors.

That children will develop a reverence for life in which
the importance of all living things is understood, and have
an appreciation for natural beauty as a result of experi-
ences in the outdoors.

Individuals will develop attitudes and good habits in
regard to physical and emotional health, and appreciation
for and interests in the outdoors and natural environment
through appropriate, well planned first hand experiences
outdoors.

Although primary responéibility for instruction rests with

classrcom teachers, most of them need much assistance in
providing children with experiences outside the classroom.

i 9
Lo
[N )
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Aims and Ob-jectives

The primary aim of this program shall be to assist and aid
teachers to increase childrenl!s understandings and appreciation of
science and the natural environment outdoors, to develop and improve
the scientific attitude and thinking in children, c¢nd to increase
children's interests in science and the outdoors. (Teachers will be
interviewed periodically to ascertcin their professional opinions as
to the value of this aid aiid assistance.)

g: Specifically, children purtidipating in this program should:
i a. -Improve: in regard to the scientific attitude and in the
’g areas of scientific thinking; hence score higher on the

Scientific Attitude phase of the Inventory of Science
ﬂ; Attitudes, Interests, and Appreciations than those not
i '

participating in this program,

, 73] . . . . .
b. IncPease their interest in outdoor pursuits, in con-

ﬁ? servation activities, and in environmental studies;

A » hence, score higher on the Interest Inventory and the
Interest items of the ISAIA than chiidren not purt1c1-

gg pating in this program.

Ce Develop a greater awareness of and appreciation for science,
- the out-of-doors, and their natural environment; hence,
§§ score higher on the Appreciations items of the ISAIA than
- ‘ children not participating in this program.

gg ' d. Receive a greater number of science experiences in the field
b with the elements and materials of the natural environment

and subsequently score higher on the appropriate section of
gg the ISAIA than those not participating in the program.

e, Demonstrate growth in responsibility for nature and their
ae . local -environment recognizable by their parents while at
home and away from the school setting.

bz

f. Develop a discernible enthusiasm for this program, the study
of and in the outdoors and demonstrate this enthusiasm in
oral and written foxrm.

N

| 7
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Ways and Means

The following are set forth as the exact procedure by which the
preceding objectives will be met:

Qo

b,

To continue the employment of a director of outdoor education
and secretary and to study the feasibility of adding a part-time
assistant,

To increase the number of children participating in the school
year program from 10,000 child-days to 12,000 child-days.

To increase the number of children participating in the summer
program from 793 child-days to over 800 child-days.

To increase the number of field trips provided from 213 to 275.

To increase the usage of school sites and nearby sites from
2,500 uses to 3,000 uses.

To increase the number of sixth grades attending resident outdoor
programs from 2 to 6 (thereafter as per enrollment.)

To increase the number of in-~service training experiences for
teachers from 3 to 5 and the number of teacher-days in such
activities from 85 to 140, '

To request a further offering of extension courses in outdoor
education from Northern Illinois University, thereby involving
some 25~40 additional teachers in formal course worke

. To assist McHenry County College to offer additional courses

for laymen in the area of outdoor education.

To increasingly involve members of conservation organizations in
the communities in the project as advisors and as actual teachers.

To publish and distribute to all teachers:
10 Newsletters.
18 ""Tips' Bulletins
300 copies, A Dictionary of Legend and Lore of Plants in

Veteran Acres Park (a teacher-written guide to local plants)

To increase the ''check-outs'' of project-owned teaching materials
from 35 to 70.

To continue the increase in non-fiction reading of children in
project schools, as measured by library records.

To provide specakers and/or visual aids for meetings to professional
and civic organizations in the project communities.

8
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SECTION II

A (1) Aims and Objectives (a) through (d), dbove, are subject to

the objective measures employed by the Pfoject Evaluator. The

[eraetd ]

Evaluator s report, attached hereto, is a continuation of his

reports for the previous two years. Taken together the three

reports indicate significant differences in the ''science attitudes,

interests, and appreciations'' of outdoor-oriented classes. In

addition, the effects of the outdoor education program on the
i ' ‘
j& children's attitudes, interests, and appreciations appear to be

cumulative.,

e ]

So it may fairly be stated that Aims and Objectives (a) through

(d)-have been met in a satisfactory manner. (The 'ays and means!!

[y
.

E by which these objectives have been met are detailed in A (2)

below. ) |
Obﬁectiveé (e) and (f) are more nearly measured by the sub-

jective reéponsés of teachers, children, parents, and laymen.

These responses were also supportive. High levels of enthusiasm,

undiminished over the three years of the project, would.seem to

indicate that these two objectives were met. The Evaluator's
expected decrease in support, especially on the parts of parents
and laymen, did not occur. TInterest and attitude are also reflected

in the recent addition of a week-end nature program.

e
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A (2) The particular 'ways and means!' by which the project

objectives have been met are summarized below:

a. The schools have continued the employment of a director
and a secretary and have budgeted for both of the years
1970-71. It is not considered feasible to add personnel

. at this time., It should be stated, however, that increased

use is being made of volunteer personnel,

b. Participation in the school year program has continued to

increase each year as indicated below:

TABLE I

Children Participating in the Program

Year At center - Other sites *
1967-68 5441 " 4200
1968-69 T 6148 6340
196970 | 7188 7275

* - Actual head counts are made to the center; the Director and

Principals estimate parficipation in other sites.

§ e

c. Child-days of participation in the summer program increased
from 793 in 1968 to 979 in 1969. FPurther incréases are

expected.

10
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The actual number of field trips to !other sites! conducted by
teachers in the project schools increased 291 in 1969-70, a

marked increase. (There were 290 trips to the Center.)

The usage of school grounds and other sites increased, as

indicated in Table I, above,

Six sixth grades were involved in a week-long resident outdoor
education experience during 1969-70. It is expected that all
sixth grades in the Crystal Lake Schools will participate

during 1970-71,

Eight (8) in-service training experiences were offered during
the 1969-70 school year, totalling 204 teacher-days of

involvement.

An extension course, Outdoor Teacher Education 405, was offered
to 27 teachers in project schools during the Spring semester,
1970. This brought to three the ex“ension courses generated

over the three years of the project's duration,

The project again assisted McHenry Junior College in offering
a course, '"Art in Nature,! to laymen in the community. (A

third such offering is scheduled for Fall, 1970.)

Members of the local Audubon Society, Garden Clubs, and Boy
Scout leaders have continued and increased their volunteer
leadership roles in the program. Various individual citizens
not associated with such organizations have also played leader-

ship roles,
11
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The following project publications have been made available

to teachers in project schools during 1969-70:

10 Newsletters
18 ""Tips!'' bulletins

300 copies, Dictionary of Legend and Lore of Veteran Acres Park.

175 sets of 43 teacher-designed lesson plans.

"Check-ocuts!' of project-owned materials for use in schools and
on ''other sites! field trip dramatically increased to more

than double the 1968-69 figure of 35.

Library records as well as children's responses to Evaluator's
instrument indicate that non-fiction reading continues to

increase.

The project director as well aqs several members of the
Professional Committee have made presentations and/or
furnished visual aids for several professional and civic

organizations in the communities.
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. SECTION IIT

A, By all odds the g;eétesf educational change in the prbject
commuhitiéé over the three yedf; has been in teaching methodology.
Increasingly, teachers in projéct schools are teaching in the outaéors
(at the Center, on school grouﬁas, and other sites)'those tﬁings which
can best be t&ught outd&ors. Incrquﬁngly, also teachers aré weﬁving
outdoor instruction into the on;going instrﬁctionul seqﬁence in fheir
classes. - The quality. of planning for field érips has shown dramatic
improvement. during the projsct years.

Another great gain has been the increased community - relotedness
of the schools. Agencies and individuals in the project communities
have become involved in the two-way process - helping the project and

being helped by it.

b. Community agencies which have cooperated are:
Park District
Audubon Society
Garden Clubs
Soil Conservation District
Boy Scouts of America
Crystal Lake High School
Special Education District
Earth Day! Committee

McHenry County Junior College

13
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C. In-put of the various community agencies has greatly enriched
the educational experiences of children in project schools, For
1nstance, on one of the sixth grade overnlghts at the Center, a
faculty member from the High School taught an astronomy lesson at
nlght nnd Audubon Soclety members conductad an early mornlng bird
walk, The county Soil Conservation Service has furnished aerial

photographs and soil profiles‘for project use.

In turn, the agencies have gained an increased understanding of
the role of outdoor experiences in the education of children and

the agencies! functions in that role. Project objectives, especi-

ally those having to do with conservation of natural resources, may

now be considered shared objectives between schools and related

agencies.

17
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SECTION 1V

A. The.project will be continued in whole.

B. The continuing project is to be funded directly out of

operating funds of the sponsoring district. Other school districts

cooperating in the project may decide to join on a pro-rated basis.

(Budgets of those districts are not combleted as of June 30, 1970.)

SECTION V

A. All of the disseminatior methods used by.the project have been

judged to be successful, The major methods used.are:

.1.

11,

12.

Newsletters

"Tips! bulletins

Extra copies of Pfoposai

Extra copies of Continuation Grant Requests

IResource Guide!'

"Dictionary of,Legené and Lore of Plants in Veteran Acres Park!
Forty-three teacher-written lesson plans

Numerous newspaper articles

Two articles in professional magazines

Frequent mention in newéletters of other outdoor education
projects.

Inter-visitation

Presentations by Director and Professional Committee members

to professional meetings.

151
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U,

13,

14,

-15,

Participation by Director in feasibility study and proposal
for another school system.

Three sets of:.color slides and narrations to accompany.

- A brochure describing the project is cirrently in press.

" B, Elements of the prOJecf have been adopted by, at least, the

follow;ng school systems‘t

1.
2.
3.

4,

Clarksville, Tennessee, Public Sch-ls

Rochelle, Illinois, Public Schools

-.Glen Ellyn, Illinois, Public Schools

Sterling, Illinéis; Public Schools
Great Neck, New York schools
Lombard, Illinois, Public Schools

Woodstock, Illinois, Public Schools

SECTION VI

" For .items disseminated by the project see listing above (Section V,

A, above), Samples .are.included in Appendix to this report.,

18-
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SUMMARY EVALUATION
ESEA TITLE III SCHOOL-COMMUNITY OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROJECT FOR

SOUTHERN McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS, MAY, 1970

by: Malcolm D. Swan, Associate Professor
Department of Outdoor Teacher Education
Northern Illinois University

In earlier documents, the Evaluator (Malcolm D. Swan) set forth a plan
and rationale for evaluating the School-Community Outdoor Education Pro-
ject of Southern McHenry County, Illinois. The philosophy and process
of evaluation at this time at the close of the third project year was
the same as in the two earlier valuative reports.

Readers o6f the third year project proposal will note a substantial
change an the way in which the program purposes and objectives were
stated. This revision, focusing upon the project's impact on teachers
and children,rather than things to be done,services to be provided, or
numbers served (all ways and means) was a major improvement. Because
of this and because many of these 'ways and means" and other program
statistics will be treated in other sections of the summary report, it
seems necessary to only briefly mention these third year activities:

1. Continuation of the employment of a director of out-
door education, secretarial help, and professional
consultant assistance.

2.  Strengthening the alignment between the project and
Northern Illinois University te@ improve the prepara-
tion of teachers in this field. Included was a fourth
graduate course offered in cooperation with the project
and a new arrangement whereby graduate interns in out-~
door education assisted in project activities.

1 .
Continuation Grant for A School-Community Outdoor Education
Project (A Year Round Program for Teaching In, For and About The

Outdoors, Crystal Lake, Illinois: School District No. 47, April,

1963, and April, 1969.

2 .
Ibid, April, 1969, pp. 2-3.
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3. Continuation of an Outdoor Education Committee com—
- posed of representatives of all schools in the project.

i 4, Continuation of the Lay Committee in an advisory capacity
in policy decisions, as a sounding board, and as a part
of the evaluation program.

5. Continuation of the cooperative arrangement with the
- Park District.

6. Continuation of the teacher information program includ-
i ing publications, workshop,.demonstration presentations,
courses, etc. '

7. Expansion of the "resident program'" so that six classes
of sixth graders received a week of resident outdoor

- education this year -~ with plans underway to make this

experience available to all sixth graders in subsequent

- years.

8. Continuation of the program to assist teachers to plan,
A conduct, and follow-up their outdoor experiences by
providing transportation, resource assistance, and

. teaching sites.

9. Maintenance of records of the number of child exper-—
— iences provided at the Outdoor Education Center or
Nature Center. From the beginning of school to the
- close of school (1969-70) more children were ex-
pected to be transported for outdoor education than
in previous years.

10. Participating in the Park District's extensive summer
- program in outdoor nature education and recreation.

11. The interest being shown by teachers in developing
short-term resident experiences (overnights) with
their children.

Since most of these are described in other sections, this report will
focus on the testing of pupils and reactions of (1) the program initiators,

| (2) the program assistees, the teachers and administrators the program was
to assist, and (3) the recipients, the pupils, parents, and community the
— program serves. In addition, the Evaluator again asked outside educators-

to come to the area, react, and provide recommendations. - These are each
treated individually in the following sections. A final section contains
_ the general reactions of the project evaluator and his recommendations:

. Qo 23”1
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Note that in this analysis some attention has been given to (1) changes
occurring from year to year in what is béing done or emphasized, and

(2) changes in the reactions of persons involved in it from year to year.
Because this program was at the end of federal and state involvement, de-
cisions were being made about its success and its future. These decisions
were expected to influence not only this program but also persons in other
school districts or states considering similar programs.

TESTING OF PUPILS

One phase of the project Evaluation has been to administer the Inventory
of Science Attitudes, Interests and Appreciations and the Interest Iny
yentoxy to District 47 sixth graders each May (1968, 1969, and 1970.)

The Outdoor Education Director ranked the sixth grade teachers and their
classes according to their participation in this program and outdoor educa-
tion each year. Hence, the scores of pupils in classes having greater
amounts of field or outdoor experiences and teachers most supportive of

the program could be compared with the scores of pupils in classes having
fewer outdoor experiences and/or teachers less supportive of the program.

Furthermore, the scores of all the sixth graders could be compared from
year to year to find if improvement took place. The assumption being that
at least part of any improvement that might be found from one Zear.to the
next was attributable to the program. (See program objectives™)

The Inventory of Science Attitudes, Interests and Appreciations and
Interest Inventory.

The ISATIA contains sixty-three Agree-Disagree items and twenty-nine ex-
perience items. Subscores for Scientific Attitude (20 items), Apprecia-
tion of science and man's environment (19 items) and interests in science
and nature (20 items) can beé obtained from the Agree-Disagree section.
Some of the items relate directly to outdoor experiences, whereas others
related to experiences or situations found in the usual classroom or
laboratory situation.

3Continuation Grant for A School-Community Outdoor Education Project
(A Year Round Program for Teaching In, For and About the Outdoors,
Crystal Lake, Illinois{! School District No. 47, April, 1969, pp. 69-75.

4
Ibid., pp. 2-3.
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A FuliText Provided by ERIC

The Interest Inventory was designed to measure the direction of children's
interests, higher scores indicating greater interest in outdoor and nature
related pursuits and lower scores indicating more interest in indoor and
sportslike activities. (See program objectives as set forth in request for
third-year funding)

Table I contains statistics computed from the pupil scores on the two in-
struments in May, 1969. Note that the mean scores of the pupils in the
"outdoor oriented classes'" appeared to be greater than those in the con-
trol or '"non-oriented classes" on each subscore of the ISAIA and in total
score. Pupils in the control classes appeared to score slightly higher on
the Interest Inventory. However, when the t test was applied, only one

of these, the Interest Subscore, was great enough to be statistically
significant.

Table II contains a comparison of pupil scores for May, 1968,near the end
of the first project year, and May, 1969. Note that in May, 1969, Dis-
trict 47 sixth graders scored significantly higher (.02 or greater level
of confidence) on two of the ISAIA subscores, on the Interest Inventory,
and in Total Score. Hence, the null hypothesis that the two groups were
alike was rejectable, and support was indicated for the contention that
the program was making a difference.

Item Analysis. 1In 1968, four items of the Interest Inventory were

answered correctly (in terms of outdoor interests) significantly more
times by pupils in the outdoor oriented classes than in the control
classes. In 1969, however, there were no differences.

In the year to year comparisons (1968 compared to 1969) these items were
answered correctly significantly (.05) more often in 1969 than in 1968:

ISATA - PART I

8. 1 like tc study about the weather and try to predict
when it will rain or snow.

14. I don't think it is fair that my parents should make me
: do my homework when TV programs that I like are on.

38. Science has done much good for man; but this is probably
outweighed by the harm it has caused.

57. Since trees take a. long time to grow, we should leave
them alone and not destroy them for any reason.
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TABLE I
MEAN SCORES AND SUBSCORES OF DISTRICT 47 SIXTH GRADERS IN OUTDOOR
ORIENTED AND CONTROL CLASSES ON THE INVENTORY OF SCIENCE
ATTITUDES, INTERESTS AND APPRECIATION, 1969
Sci. Att. App. Interest Exp. Interest Total
No. Subscore Subscore Subscore Subscore Inventory Score
Outdoor Oriented 217 12.70 14.06 10.50 13.67 11.73 62.84
Classes
Control Classes 212 12.14 13.88 9.58 12.04 12.29 60.93
(non-outdoor)
Apparent .56 .18 .92 .63 - .56 1.91
Differences
Value of t 1.5 .3 2,2 1.7 1.5 1.7
Significance —— — .02 ——— - ———
TABLE II
1968 and 1969 COMPARISON OF DISTRICT 47 SIXTH GRADE PUPIL SCORES
ON THE INVENTORY OF SCIENCE ATTITUDES, INTERESTS AND
APPRECIATIONS AND THE INTEREST INVENTORY
Sci. Att. App. Interest Ekp. Interest Total
Year Pupils ' Subscore Subscore ‘Subscore ' Subscore Inventory Score
1969 429 12.43 13,98 10.05 13.35 12.01 61.89
1968 379 12,69 12.14 10.41 12,54 11.34 59.13
Apparent -.26 1.84 -.35 .81 .67 2.76
Differences
Value of T .92 0.66 1.1 2.38 2,58 2,68
Significance ——— .001 ——— .02 .01 .01
23
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- control cléSses._

ISATA - PART II

66.

67.

73.
76.
717.
78.
79.

89.

Interest Inventory

Recorded the out-of-doors temperature at several intervals
during the day.

Watched protozoa or other one-celled animals through a

microscope.

Examined soil with a magnifying glass for small animals.

Used a Centigrade Scale thermometer to measure temperature.

Tested the hardness of several rocks to see which was hardest.

Observed the spores on a puffball.

Observed the root hairs on a plant through a microscope.

Helped to cook a

94.
96.
98.
103.

104,

109.

112.

120.

Pupils indicated less

Pupils indicated more

Pupils indicated more

Pupilé indicated more

Pupils indicated more

in 1968.

Pupils indicated less

than in 1968.

Pupils indicated more

in 1969 than in 1968.

interest
interest
interest
interest

interest

interest

interest

in

in

in

in

in

in

in

Pupils indicated less interest in
rocks, plants and insects in 1969

meal over an open fire outdoors.

movies in 1969 than in 1968.
fishing in 1969 than in 1968.
hiking in 1969 than in 1968.
reading books in 1969 than in 1968.

looking at stars in 1969 than
reading comic books in 1969
shooting arrows with bows

collecting such things as
than in 1968.

In 1968, children in the outdoor oriented classes answered 27 of the 63 items
on Part I of the ISAIA zorrectly significantly more often than those in the

(.05 level of confidence - Chi-square using 2 x 2 contigency

tables). In 1969, pupils in the outdoor oriented classes answered seven of
the 63 items correctly more often than those in the control classes, namely:




23.

24,

30.

31.

47,

54.

63.

I like to experiment with baking soda, vinegar,
salt and other kitchen chemicals to find out what
happens when they are mixed.

I like to think about.problems concerning how the
earth and stars came about and how they were formed.

We can depend on what our textbooks say, for anything
that is printed has to be true.

I step on bugs whenever I cax.

I would like to place several eggs in an incubator
and open one every day to see how a chick develops.

Camping out and living like the Indians used to do
is something I would like to do for several weeks.

I would like to catch and hold a frog, a squirrel or
other wild animal in my hands.

In addition to these, the nuil hypothesis that the two groups were alike

was rejectable in the case of eight of the 28 experiences on Part II of the
ISAIA in 1968, and in the case of six of the items in 1969,

items were:

67.

70.

79.

82.

85.

91.

Watched protozoa or othér one-celled animals through
a microscope.

Examined the underside of a leaf under a microscope to
find the stoma. openings.

Observed the spores of a puffball.
Looked at blood cells through a microscope.
Found a fossil for myself.

Located the Big Dipper or North Star or any other
constellation.

In 1969 the

The item analysis also revealed that even though children in the outdoor

oriented classes answered only a portiorn of the items correctly significantly

more often than those in the control groups, nearly all the apparent differences

were in favor of the outdoor oriented groups.

Similarily, although the 1969

sixth graders answered only a portion of the items correctly significantly

2
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more often than the 1968 sixth graders, there were many apparent
differences - and these were nearly always in the favor of the
1969 group. Only in one or two cases was there a significant
difference in favor of the control or the 1968 pupils.

Meaning of the test scores. Since pupils move from school to school
and intermingle from year to year not remaining together as a groug,

it was not expected that there would be as much difference between the
scores of the outdoor oriented group and the control groups as last
year. Since the program had been in operation for two years, many of
the children in the control groups had been exposed to outdoor learn-
ing experiences as fifth graders. The difference was expected in the
year to year analysis, however. In 1968, the program had been in opera-
tion about 8 months. In 1969, the students had been exposed to nearly
two years of outdoor education.

However, readers should recognize that many innovative approaches are
being introduced into District 47 schools at this same time. Although
there may be a relationship between the program and pupil performance
on these instruments, perhaps even a cause and effect relationship,
other factors may be involved and be contributing as much or more to
these differences than the outdoor education program.

PERCEPTIONS OF "LAY'" OR CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Evaluator believes 'the perceptions of the members of the Lay or
Citizens Advisory Committee to be an important part of evaluation.
Since these committee members represent the community organizations
interested in the areas emphasized in the program, they could reflect
the opinions of the members of their own organizations and those of
other citizens.

In February each year (1968 and 1969) eight members of this committee
completed a Lay Committee Evaluation form on which they responded to
questions about the project. The responses of the 1968 and 1969 survey
were reported in the ‘earlier evaluation reports.

The Evaluator met this committee in March, 1970, to ask the members to
respond again to this instrument., He expected to obtain the members
current reactions to various facets of the program and to compare these
with the reactions of previous years. Nine committee members responded.

>Ibid., 1968, pp. 45-51; and 1969, pp. 24~27.
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The items and responses are provided below. The comments are from
the 1970 survey only. The 1968 and 1969 comments may be found in
the 1968 and 1969 evaluative reports. All committee members did not
answer all questions.

1. After observing classes being taught in the field and participating

in the Outdoor Education Program, please respond to these questions:

A. Do the students appear to respond with enthusiasm and interest

EE the instruction given?

High Low
1968 3 2
1969 4 2
Comments : 1970 6 3

The students love and respond to the program

Very limited observation

Very much so!

Of course much depends upon individual teachers and their rapport
with kids. Most who are really "sold" on outdoor education are
really great and sell the whole experience.

7. Judging from the letters and pictures the children have: produced
I would say enthusiasm is high. I haven't actually seen them.

AW N R

B. In your opinion, Is the instruction you observed in the field

2 worthwhile and valuable addition or supplement to the
school program?

High Low

1968 4 2

1969 5 1

Comments: 1970 5 2

l. I do not believe it should supplement. I believe it has to be
a part of all required teaching.

2. Yes!

4. Good teaching done in the field can make.the rest of school
more meaningful.

6. Yes - Again, the one reservation - teachers. But since teachers

aren't forced into the program those with reservations won't partici-

pate and bring a negative reaction to théir pupils.

7. I have not had the opportunity to observe this in the field.

8. 1If there was a higher evaluation point, the "X" would be there -
this is the most appropriate field in modern society and what
better place than in the lower grades.

29
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C. Do you fezl that the type of instruction and teaching you ob-
served should be encouraged and be a part of the curriculum
at all grade levels?

High Low
- 1968 5 1
1969 5 1
i 1970 8 1
i Comments:
i 1. Yes, should be part of curriculum,
) 3. The more of this kind of education given at an early age
- will benefit all mankind later.
| 4. Program should definitely move to include high school and
b adult programs.
5. Such instruction could develop respect of the student for
f the complex environment, making for a better citizen.
& 6. Yes - modified as necessary.
7. By all means!
f 8. K =712 and upwards!
b
— 2. Based on your observation and the information available to you:
. Do you feel that the persons that are a part of this Outdoor
E Education Project are seemingly well quallfled and equlgped to
v handle their responsibilities?
High Low
| 1968 5 1
1969 2 3 1
- Commeénts : 1970 8 1
3. Eminently so!
| 4, I have had a lot of biology, but they can teach me a lot more.
6. The outstanding thing is the staff and the teachers who are
~ really involved. The professional committee seems to have
| worked hard and accomplished a lot.
- 3. In your opinion has there been sufficient provisions made to
acquaint the teachers with this program and to assist them to
= participate in it?
- High ‘Low
| _ 1968 2 3 1
1969 2 2 2
- Comments: 1970 5 2 1
l. Yes - teachers have been made aware of the program.
- Assistance is always available if they are interested.
S




11

2, I believe the teacher workshops with a pay inducement
are wonderful. The teacher's meetings, the publicity -
what more could be done?

3. Can't answer.

4. Have been many workshops. Mr. Ziemer has made himself
available at all times. I think the staff should be larger.

7. I am not sure ~ but from observations, I would say more
could be done here.

8. This may be the one weak point in the program.

4. What is your opinion or reaction to the approach used in which class-

room teachers are merely encouraged to utilize this program on a

voluntary basis and to integrate outdoor experiences into their ongoing

program rather than to expect or require all teachers and all children

to participate and to make outdoor education a separate subject?

Comments :

1.

ERIC

Low

High
1968 3 2 2

1969 1 4

1970 3 1 3

I believe our very lives depend on an awareness of ouil environ-
ment. So believing this,.it is my opinion that each teacher
should be required to participate.

You can't force a horse to drink, though you can take them to
water. I do believe a bit more force could be used, perhaps

a "once a year" clause.....

I would prefer the voluntary basis, but it should be expected

if teachers do not participate. Thirty students should not be
hampered because of the likes or interests of a teacher. Out~
door education is too important, and if a teacher does not feel
so, it should be made compulsory. '

Uninterested and those resisting learning could do more harm
than good to the program.

This should be voluntary because, as much as I think the program
is needed, not all teachers can or do partake wholeheartedly.
The teacher has to want to utilize the program. Here is where
the program needs strength - educate the teacher,

Right now it is impossible to require all teachers to participate,
but I believe this will come in time.
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5.

Do you feel that sufficient provisions have been made in
the way of providing equipment, library materials, etc.,
and making them readily available for teachers and pupils?

High Low

1968 5 2

1969 2 3 2

1970 5 2 1

Comments:

1. Materials are available for anyone to use.

2. I am not in the program enough to fairly evaluate this.
I wonder if more of the equipment wouldn't be used in
preparation and followup.  This isn't a program involv-
ing living at the center — but a quick trip to the center
and a return to the classroom.

3. Yes - so farl

4. I'm not too familiar with this area, but there seems to be
quite a bit of equipment available; but I'm not sure about
books.

5. Improvements can always be made.

Do you believe that the facilities available and under con-
struction will be adequate and effective or efficient in meet-

ing the objectives and goals of this program and of Outdoor
Education as you know them?

High Low

1968 6 1

1969 4 2 11 _

1970 _ 6 3

Comments:

2. I wonder if folding doors wouldn't make the building

more flexible and able to serve more groups. I don't
' believe anyone should get a "no space" reply for a re-

quest to participate.

3. The start has been very good.

5. For the time - until more pressure is put on the system.

7. Yes, with -the addition of other site locations as they
are available.

3¢

12



7.

13
In your opinion, does this project make economic use of
personnel, materials, time and financial resources?
High Low

1968 4 2 1

1969 3 2 2

Comments : 1970 5 2 1

1. Can't answer. I believe that each are involved in doing his
best. :

2. Yes.

7. Hard to say, but I would judge it next to high in economic
efficiency.

In your opinion, has there been good communication between the
schools, those responsible for this program, and various public
groups (civic organizations, lay citizens, taxpayers, parents, etc?

High Low

1968 4 3

1969 1 5 1

Comments : 1970 3 3 2

1. 1In this area, I believe some promotional work could be done.
Every group in town could participate in some way ~ perhaps
a representative of each group on some committee to carry
the word back to his group.

2. Unusually fine. :

4, Probably more could have been done to get fuller community
support. Possibly evening travelogues ~ lectures could meet
there, ‘

6. Unfortunately when dealing with the public you must hit them
again and again before things sink in. It is slow but the
outdoor education program has surely done its part. It's such
a new approach,

8. This area can always be improved.

Based on the reports you have received and your own investigation

does this project appear to be receiving public interest and support?

High Low

1968 b 2 2

1969 1 5

Cumments : - 1970 1 6 2

1. Everyone who knows and understands the program approves it.

33
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2. Do enough people really know what a good program it is?

3. As far as I can see it has.

4, Probably more will have to be done to get fuller community
support.

6. I feel that certain areas especially are supporting it well -
other areas should support it more. It is southern McHenry
County that it is supposed to benefit also.

7. About median on the scale, I guess.

Generally — Does this program make sense to you as a taxpayer,
citizen, parent, representative of a community organization, etc.?

High
1968 5 3
1969 5 2
Comments : 1970 8 1

1. Yes!

2., Holds even greater promise.

3. Very much so and I hope that it can be brought home to more
and more children - also grownups too.

4, It's the best way money can be used.

5. Definitely! Teaching materials of the greatest values are
in our soils, ponds, plants and our general environment.

7. Very much so!

Programs of this nature include various parts. React to the

following parts of this program:

Very Aver- Dis-
Good Good age Poor approve
Employment of an outdoor (1968 6 1
education director and (1969 6 2
clerical assistance (1970 9
Construction and publica- (1968 4 2
tion of a Resource Guide (1969 1 1 1
for Teaching the Outdoors (1970 7 2
by a committee of teachers.
Publication of Qutdoor Edu-(1968 5" 1
cation Tips and Newsletters(1969 2 3 1
(1970 9
Teacher workshops and (1968 5 1
orientation sessions to (1969 2 2 2
inform teachers of outdoor (1970 6 2 1

education, the program, and
outdoor teaching techniques.

o~
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Very Aver- Dis-
Good Good age Poor appxrove

The Mobile Van - as a way (1968 5 1 1 1

to make equipment: add (1969 2 2 2

material readily available(1970 4 2 1 2

for teachers.

Cooperation by the schools(1968 6 1 1

and Park District in joint-1969 2 3 1

ly planning various educa- 1970 7 1 1

tional programs esp. dur-—

ing summers.

Erection of the Outdoor (1968 6 2

Education Center building (1969 5 2

by the Park District and (1970 8

rental to the schools.

Service provided by this (1968 3 1 2

program and its personnel (1969 3 2 3

to the community other (1970 1 6 2

than the schools. |

Use made by this program (1968 3 1 2

and the schools of the (1969 2 2 1

community and its organi- (1970 2 4 3

zations that can contribute
to the objaectives of the
program.

What specific recommendations would you make to 1@proﬁe this program?

1.

The program could and should be expanded to reach more adults.
District 155 high school should be in this program 'full force.
This is the time, the 1nterest is universal}, and everyone should
be .in the program.

I like your suggestion of bus tours. I believe in Geology and

‘local history, as typical of US History, could be very effective -

more.so than any other approach. I feel very strongly that a more
effective- planting program is needed at the schools. This need not
be expen51ve, yet it could provide for a great deal of learning.

. From my own experiences with young people they should be encouraged

to conserve the natural resources and wildlife of our country from
the time they are able to understand that this 1s their very life.
Too often children are given BB guns and use them to destroy our
finest birds '‘at a very early age.

[ g
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4., I would like to see more use of the building by adults.
Creation of an environmental or ecology program for junior
high or high school.

7. Just more publicity. It is headed right with an excellent
leader, Norb Ziemer. '

More information needs to be made available to the general
public concerning the program - public support. What a
wonderful thing for our community!!!

Summary - Lay Committee Reuctions.

In general, the Evaluator could see little change in the three years
in the perceptions of the Lay or Citizens Advisory Committee members
as to various  aspects of the program. They consistently gave each
aspect of the program high ratings and made comments at the end of the
period very -similar to those they made at its beginning. They voiced
the same concerns - not enough being done to inform the public - not
enough emphasis in the high schools and outside district 47 - and of
course, the problem of the reluctant teacher.

The persons on this committee appear to attach a great deal of impor-
tance % to outdoor and conservation education and they want every
child (perhaps every adult) involved. If any one shift is apparant —-
it is that this program should be for adults as well as children.

Early in 1967, when the evaluative program was being formulated, the
Evaluator hypothe51zed that the ratings given by members of this
committee would be high the first year, and taper-off from year to
year as the program passed through the initial phases and established
itself in the educational program, No support for this hypothesis was
observable in either the responses or comments of the persons on the
Lay Committees.

3 Gf 5




PERCEPTIONS OF

THOSE INVOLVED - INITIATORS, ASSISTEES AND RECIPIENTS

The primary aim of this program is to ashist and aid teachers to
increase children's understandings . . . Hence, it seemed appropri-
ate to survey those involved in the program (the project initiators,
(2) the program assistees, and (3) the recipients to discover their
perceptions of the value of the program in regard to this primary aim.

The Initiators

The members of the Professional Committee, key administrators, the
assistant superintendent for instruction, etc. were categorized as

tha project INITIATORS. They were thought important in evaluating

it because they helped in its initiation and development. They partici-
pated in decisions regarding objectives, ways :and means, and operation.
Knowing the degree to which their expectations were being met was be-
lieved important. TIf, after three years, they remained enthusiastic,
satisfied, and supportive, the program was probably on the '"right
track." 1If not, it has probably fallen short. Furthermore, these
initiators knew more about the program and the perceptions of their
colleagues about its values than any other group.

The Evaluator interviewed a portion of these persons aand asked the
members of the Professional Coimittee to respond to the same questions
as the Lay Committee members.

In general, the committee members and administrators seemed satisfied
viith their program, some still showing a very high level of enthusiasm.
Most seemed to think that(l)all was being done that could be done,(2)
it was a good and valuable program, (3) more teachers should be using
it, (4) there was a need for more ideas and depth type experiences.

Concerns expressed by individual initiators related to:

1. The lack of enthusiasm in the committee - not knowing
the committee's role.or how to get it involved.

2. Disappointment that many plans of the committee that
were developed never materialized.

3. Lack of "aggressiveuess'" by the program director and
even some concern about his qualifications.

4. Apparent tendency to cut-off the program at the 5th grade
level because of scheduling, ''red-tape," lack of teacher

interest, etc.
!

6bid, 1969, p. 2
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5. Tendency to focus only on the Veizran's Acres site and
building - with outdoor education (in the eyes of many)
being merely "a nature hike on a pleasant day in the
Spring or Fall."

Actually, most of these concerns were similar to those expressed each
previous year - often relating to the limited size and scope of the
program and the desire for more emphasis on it rather than less.

The ratings given aspects of the program by the Professional Committee
members are provided below. The 1968 and 1969 ratings were included
for comparative purposes. Only the 1970 comments are provided. Th9
1968 and 1969 comments may be found in previous evaluative reports.

1. After observing classes being taught in the field and participat-
ing "in the Outdoor Education Program, please respond to these

questions.

A, Do the students appear to respond with enthusiasm and interest
to the instruction given?

High Low
1968 St 1
1969 4 1
Comments by 1970 7 2

Professional Committee:

3. Absolutely!!
4. Younger ones more so than junior high ones.
5. High enthusiasm - wish to do it again and explain further,

B. 'Eg_your opinion: Is the instruction you observed in the
field a worthwhile and valuable addition or supplement to
the school program?

High Low
1968 5 1
. 1969 5 1
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: ‘1970 8 1

3. An excellent supplement!
4., Not sure - haven't seen much
* 5. Have observed little other than my own — proves to be
very valuable as a supplement and addition

7 .
Ibid, 1968, pp. 58-59; 1969, pp. 29-37
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C. Do you feel that the type of instruction and teaching you
observed should be encouraged and be a part of the -
curriculum at all grade levels?

High Low -
1968 4 2
1969 4 1
Comments by Prof.
Committee Members: 1970 8 1

3. A good chance to supplement all phases of curriculum.

4., Without a doubt!

5. Yes - but impossible. 1If teacher has no interest it
is seldom gencrated in pupils.

2, Based on your observation and the information available to you:
Do you feel that the persons that are a part of this Outdoor
Education Project are seemingly well qualified and equipped to
handle their responsibilities?

High Low

1968 3 3

1969 2 2 2

Comments by Prof.
Committee Members: 1970 4 4 1

2. I feel that the director could make more of a contribution
himself - others carry the program for him!!!!

3. The personnel is extremely well qualified; however, the
personnel should assume more of the actual instruction at
the outdoor education center.

5. Very well qualified.

3. In your opinion has there been sufficient provisions made to
acquaint the teachers with this program and to assist them to

participate in it?

High Low
1968 3 3
. 1969 3 3
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: 1970 5 2 2

1. I can't see how provision of this kind could be any better.
3. There is a constant need - and time seems to prevent the
~  tvpe of program needed.
4, Yes - but not taken advantage of. .
5. Trying to - but still not sure we have found the right way yet.
6. Adequate workshops and information (ds well as curriculum .
guide) have been provided. J

139 i
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4. What is your opinion or reaction to the approach used in which
classroom teachers are merely encouraged to utilize this pro-
gram on a voluntary basis and to integrate outdoor experiences
into their ongoing program rather than to expect or require all
children to participate and to make outdoor education a
separate subject?

lHigh Low
1968 4 1 1
1969 5 1
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: 1970 5 2 1 1

1. If teachers were to be forced into this program, I think they
could very well develop adverse attitudes in their students,
doing more harm than good. OE should never be a separate
subject.

4. Should never be a separate subject - cannot be forced on
teachers. As I previously stated — if they aren't interested
they cannot do a good job of it.

5. Good idea this way! Some people just don't have the drive
to work in outdoor education.

6. It's successful to us this way on a voluntary basis.

8. No one should be forced to use it, It is not a separate subject.
5. Do you feel that sufficient provisions have been made in providing

equipment, library materials, etc., and in making them generally
availzhle for teachers and pupils?

High Low
1968 2 2 2
1969 4 1 1
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: 1970 4 1 3 1

l. It seems that some of the equipment at the center is dwindling.
Maybe a closer checkout system is needed.

4. As a rule - yes. Now and then teachers borrow and forget to
bring back. Thus materials are not available when needed.

5. Yes - available but so much has to be left at the center.

6. The material available at the outdoor. education -center has
to be used there; and sometimes it would be better used back
in our classrooms.

7. If and when they are used!

40
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Do you believe that the facilities available and under construc-
tion will be adequate and effective or efficient in meeting the
objectives and goals of this program and of outdoor ecducation as
you know them?

High Low
1968 4 1
1969 3 3
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: - 1970 6 3

4. Very satisfactory! But could use another person on staff
to help teachers. '
5. Yes — if you're dealing with science.

In your opinion, does this project make economic use of personnel,

materials, time, and financial resources?

High Low
1968 3 2 1
1969 3 3 3
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: 1970 5 2 2

4. Most of the time.
3. Due to the director's activities.

In your opinion, has there been good communication between the
schools, those responsible for this program, and various public

groups (civic organizations, lay-citi:ens, taxpayers, parents,etc?)

High Low
1968 2 2 1
1969 1 4 1
Comments by Professional 1970 7 2

Committee members:

1. Publicity is excellent. Sometimes teachers don't seem to be
informed; maybe they don't want to be.

3. A definite plus for this program. The community is well
aware and behind the program.

4., Communication has been there, but often overlooked.

5. Publicity is good!!!

6. Excellent publicity!!!

.
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Based on the reports you have received and your own investiga-
tion, does this project appear to be receiving public interest

and support?

High Low
1968 4 1 1
. 1969 2 4
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: 1970 7 2

4. All comments I have heard have been favorable. When parents
are asked to participate they really come out enthusiastically,

7. Because of the Teachers!

Generally ~ Does this program make sense to you as a citizen,
parent, representative of a community organization, etc.¥

High Low
1968 5 1
1969 3 3 1
Comments by Prof.
Committee members: 1970 9

4, Yes! Yes! Yes!
5. I would want it for my child.
6. Yes!

Programs of this nature include various parts. React to each of
the following parts of this program.

Very Aver- Dis-
Good Good age Poor approve

a. Employment of an outdoor(1968 6

education director and (1969 6
clerical assis*ance. (1970 7 1

b. Construction and publica(1968 2 4
tion of a Resource Guide(1969 2 3
for. Teaching the Out~ (1970 5 2 2
doors by a committee of
teachers.

€. Publication of Qutdoor (1968 4 1 1
Education Tips and News-(1969 3 3
letters. (1970 7 1

.
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WHAT SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS WOULD YOU MAKE TO IMPRUVE THIS PROGRAM?

e

b.

Teacher workshops and orienta- (1968
tion sessions to inform (1969
teachers of outdoor education, (1970
the program and outdoor teach-

ing.

The Mobile Van - as a way to (1968
make equipment and materials (1969
readily available for teachers (1970
and schools.

Cooperation by the schools and (1968
park district in jointly plann-(1969
ing various educational pro=~ (1970
grams — esp. during summer.

Erection of the outdoor educa- (1968
tion center building by the (1969
park district and its rental (1970
to the schools.

Service provided by this pro- (1968
gram and ii:s personnel to the (1969
community other than the school(1970

Use made by this program and (1968
schools of the community and (1969
its organizations that con- ° (1970
tribute to the objectives of

this program. :

More personal teacher contacts. Specific examples of what can
be done. Use of observational workshops for all teachers.

We need.a larger staff. Too much paper work and general public
relations. We need an experienced outdoor director on hand at
all times in the building and also a person who can visit class-

rooms, etc.

Mr. Ziemer has had the cooperation of a loyal imaginative group

of teachers working with him. Because of this, the program has -
been a success. I believe that Mr. Ziemer lacks the qualities

of imagination and strength as a.teacher..

could really ignite this program.

Make the use of the van known —— the possibilities of the

community are not known.
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The Assistees (Teachers and Principals)

As previously stated, this 1 :ogram was largely a service or aid
for teachers -~ to help them to meet their objectives. Hence,
the reactions of those served was believed to be important. If
they were supportive, the program was probably successful. If
they were not supportive the program was probably in trouble —-
furthermore, there would be a resistance to participating in :t.

The Evaluator spent two full days in the schools interviewing
teachers and principals. In total, some forty persons were con-—

tacted (some for only a few minutes, others for an extended period
of time).

Principals. The principals expressed continued support for the
program and indicated that this was the position of their entire
administrative group. They indicated that they saw a value in

the program and believed it to be performing a needed service.
However, they expressed concerns about getting all teachers to use
the program, excessive focus on Veteran's Acres, and difficulties
associated with scheduling in the upper grades (6, 7 and 8) in
their departmentalized schools. The need for the deve’ *»ment of
school sites so as to reduce the need for extended trips, busing,
long periods, etc. was mentioned. Also necessary was the develop-
ment of ideas and plans for using school site resources. The
"summer prograh'was also a concern and there seemed to be some
question at this level about the role or use of the outdoor educa-
tion director in summers.

Teachers. In general, the teachers the Evaluator met were
supportive of the program and wanted it continued largely as is.
They seemed to feel it to be contributing to their objecties,

and that children need the experiences outside the classroom being
provided. They also said they need the help the program was
providing. .

A division appears to exist, however, about the role the project
director should play, and his approaches. Some teachers said that
they want direct assistance in planning, conducting, and even
following up after the outdoor experience. Others want no help
except in the plannlng stages and would prefer to be left alone
other than this. To illustrate, several teachers said that the
outdoor education director should handle the children while out-
doors and do the teaching. Two of these complained about arriving
at the site with their children and receiving notice that the
director would be unable" "to work with their children because another
visitor was there.
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A totally opposite view is illustrated by the expressions of two
other teachers who compained, "In the planning, I found the ob-
jectives were no longer mine - but his. At the center an en-
tirely new set of objectives appeared and we never got to the
things we had planned. I'm tired of the repetitious nature walks -
always the same - and because ¢f them we never get to dc the things
we want. I wish he would help me when I ask for it - and stop at
that point and allow ne to conduct the outdoor experience for my
kids in my own way."

Many teachers also seemed to want guidelines - to know what the
administrators expected of them -- and to know what the adminis-
trators (and the outdoor educztion director) considered to be
"overdoing it" and/or "underdoing it."

Some suggestions and comments coming from this group are:

1. The program should focus on new teachers mostly. He
ought to help them all the way. Why not some school
site workshops?

2. When does it become too much? What are the limits to
transportation, school site use, availability of the
outdoor education staff, etec. What do they want?
What does the administration expect?

3. Some of us know what we want and how to get it. When
we want help we want it on our terms - not his!

4. Persons who have been in the courses seem to know
what they want and why. The rest of us need help.

5. It is coming through that the entire program is at
Veteran's Acres.

6. The program has become stale. It seems to need a
new impetus.

7. The director and the program should be more aggressive.

8. To many, outdoor education in Crystal Lake is merely
nature study (or a nature walk at Veteran's Acres).
It's time to do something about this.

9. We need more depth kinde ~f activities - ard activities
to fit particular purposes. The outdoor education
director should have a large file of these at hand.

10. What ever happened to the Van? Is it used? Why not?
Why not bring it around to the schools and let the
teachers see it and find a way to use it?

O
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11. What happened to the resvurce guides? I wanted my own
copy but my psoincipal made me turn it in at the end of
the year. I had made a lot of notes and wanted it back
but haven't seen it since. It was a great help.

12, We have to schedule too far in advance —-- hence, need
some rainy day experiences.

13. Why can't they develop more displays with more live
animals and things for the kids to see and study
while there?

14. Scheduling seems to be based on the number that the build-
ing can handle. The heck with the building. Why can't
we go out there and work with our kids when we wish to do
so, especially when we don't want the building or Norb?

Summary — Assistees. As with the two previous periods, teachers

and principals expressad little real criticism with the "idea of
the program." Just as last year, and the year before, most seemed
to want the scope of the program increased, and dissatisfactions
seemed to stem from the desire for more opportunities for outdoor
education rather than less. Most of the principals and teachers
seemed genuinely interested in improving the program.

The Evaluator had the feeling, however, that the greatest concerns
were being expressed by those doing most in outdoor education, those

with the best backgrounds, and those with the most interest in the

out—of--doors. Their concerns were about objectives, depth, repiti-

tion, and impetus.

The Recipients -~ Children and Parents

Those benefiting from the program (children, parents, and communities)
were considered the program recipients. Some data about one aspect

of the impact of the program on this group were obtained through the
testing program. Additional data were obtained from the Lay Committee
Evaluation. Other reactions were obtained by the Evaluator in inter-
views with a scattering of parents and community leaders and through
pupil and parent questionnaires.

To obtain a sample to which to administer the parent and pupil
questionnaires, members of the Outdoor Education Committee were each
asked to randomly s=lect ten of their own pupils to assist with the
evaluation. Each completed the pupil opinionnaires and gave their
parents the appropriate opinionnaires to complete. Each opinionnaire
contained an envelope that was to be returned by mail directly to

the Evaluator.
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Parent reactions. Fifty-one parents wrote a statement in which -
they expressed their reaction to this program and what they be-

lieved to be its values or lack of them. Nearly all of them (all -
but four) gave the program their endorsement and support, using ad-
jectives such as: excellent, great, very worthwhile, and tremendous.
Of the four exceptions, two said they did not know enough about the
program to be able to comment, and two were negative. In generzl,
those supportive of the program pointed to these values: -

(1) Direct contact with some of the things being dis-
cussed in the classrooms.

(2) Break in the regular routines.

(3) Creation of intrrests - motivation. -

(4) Developing awareness of the outdoor world,

(5) Increased understandings and lasting impressions.

(6) Enjoyment.

(7) Appreciations of the world around one.

Every tenth reply app=zaring randomly in the stack of responses is
provided below:

1. We feel our child, as a change in routine class work, enjoyed
the outdoor education program. She found the subjects stimu- -
.lating. She seems to have a deeper understanding of plants, -
etc. — remembering the area rather than just words in a book,

2. I felt that the field trips my child experienced played a
great role in his education. It left a lasting impression
in his mind. I feel there is no better way of learning than
experiencing in person or actively seeing the things you
learn. I know it must be hard teaching such young children
becausé it's hard to make them understand. . But by taking
them on field trips such as these —- well, it's a great
experience for my child and I hope more of them are organized.

3. This program has given the children a wonderful experience.
They have been able to enjoy the natural surroundings of
Veteran's Acres. Mr. Ziemer has been a great help to all
teachers. Me~ " equipment is available to the children than
our school has in its science department. It is my sincere
hope that this program will continue.

4. As far as I know, the outdoor program is a very good one.
My children have benefited in many ways.

5. I am definitely in agreement that the outdoor education
program should be continued. . It has taught to
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accept responsibility, make her own decisions and helped
her to become independent. It also gives the children an
opportunity to better express themselves outside the class-
room. In addition, it enables children to "mix together

in a social attitude" and to meet new friends they might
otherwise never m:et outside of school. My sincere thanks
to all those responsible for making this program possible.

The negative plies were as follows:

(1) "I think th: itdoor program is a frivalous and ex-
pensive wa ‘e of time and money. I think the schools
are trying i1, expand into too many programs and are
delving intc areas that should be the responsibility
of the home environment, with parents as the teachers.
I also feel this enlargement of curriculum is one of
the reasons that 'Johnnie Can't Read, write or spell'
worth a nickle. I've talked with more parents who
have to help and explain a lesson at home, and the
next day the kids out on a nature hike are looking for
bugs! Perhaps we parents have some old fashioned ideas,
but that is hard to make sense of." [sic]

(2) You're kidding! Who pays for this evaluation?
The Children.

Forty—eight children completed and returned the pupil questionnaire
and wrote brief statements (1) describing some of the things they had
learned, (2) the meaning or.value of their trips, (3) whether or not
they thought them to be worthwhile, and (4) anything else they wanted
to write about.

All the children described things they had done, seen, or learned in
their field trips. These ranged from compass work, tree identification,
working with others, and to plans to help lower grade children to go on
a trip. Nearly all of the children cited one or more values of these
experiences and stated that they thought they were worthwhile. Sewvcral
attached importance to "seeing for themselves' and reccmmended that more
of the trips be provided. Omne child said that it was too bad that they
did not have more places to which they could go to study other than
Veteran's Acres. No negative comments were noticed in the pupil re-
marks, but several expressed disgust with some of their classmates for
thinking of -the trips as ''larks" and a chance to waste half-day.
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Five of the pupil statements follow - every tenth one as they
appeared in the stack of responses:

1. We learned how plants grow and :che parts of the plants
and also to not touch the plants. Yes, they do mean a
lot, they were worthwhile. First we would go to the
Nature Center, get organized and get into our groups.
Then we would go up into the hills and start exploring
through the park.

2. I learned a lot about the out-of-doors and enjoyed it
very much. I thought it was worthwhile to go on the
trips - and I thought it was fun.

3. I learned that there are lots of tiny animals living
everywhere and ihat they have many different shapes.
I also learned many other interesting things. I think
it is really worthwhile to go on these trips. I think
you learn a lot more than just reading the book because
you can see it happen yourself. I really enjoy it and
I know almost everyone else does too.

4, On these trips I learned many things. Some of them are
(1) that outdoor education is fun, (2) animals have
trouble finding food in winter. These trips were of very
much value to me. They helped me to understand more about
nature and how it works. I thought these trips were worth-
while. My opinion on the trips is that they were very edu-
cational. They were good trips and I enjoyed them very much.

5. (a) I learned how to use the icroscope and the beauties
of nature, (b) it makes it easier to understand my work
than studying out of my book, (c) I think it is worthwhile
because it is fun to learn by seeing and doing instead of
reading. We get out of class and we see something interest-
ing and we go back to school to study more about it.

Summary.

The Evaluator was somewhat disappointed again this year by the low
rate of return of both the pupil and parent questionnaires. However,
the nearly unanimous support given the program by those that did reply
was a good sign. Although the sample undoubtedly was biased for

these parents; pupils Were probably being exposed to the program more
than most (their teachers were members of - the outdoor education
committee) this high a positive response was surprising. Had a dozen

49,
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or so of the replies contained negative or lukewarm statements, the
Evaluator would have concluded that the program was in trouble. How-

‘ever, this was not the case - quite to the contrary.

Qutside Educator's Evaluation

Florence DeVine, Assistant Superintendent, and Mr. James Adams, Princi-
pal, Green Valley School, School District #44, Lombard, Illinois, were
asked to serve as the outside educators in this evaluation.

Because the Lombard Schools had recently created a position of Qut-
door Education Coordinator and were considering the inauguratcion of

an outdoor educaticn program like that in McHenry County, these per-
sons had become familiar with such programs. Hence, it seemed particu-
larily appropriate that they serve in this evaluative capacity.

They were given the same instructions as the outside evaluators in
the previo.s years, npamely:

Visit the program and interview teachers, lay persons,
and any other persons that you wigh, and make your own
investigation to answer questions on this order:

1. Does this program make sense to you as an educator?

2. 1Is this the kind of program you would want to have
in your own school or in the school that your own
children attend?

Miss DeVine and Mr. Adams submitted the following report:

This evaluation report is based on a visitation to the Crystal Lake

Outdoor Education Center. The visitation was made by Florence DeVine,
Assistant Superintendent, and Mr. James Adams, Principal, Green Valley
School, Distric% #44, Lombard, Illinois.

1

- During this visit we met with Mr. Norbert Ziemer, Director of Outdoor

Education; ¥r. Lloyd Mueller, Principal, West School; Mr Harold Wajrow-
ski, Principal, North School; Mr. William Babington,Principal, Coventry
School; Miss Vivian Linden, teacher grade 5; and Miss Judy Johnson,
teacher grade 4, North School.

Mr. Mueller, Mr. Babington and Mr. Wajrowski praised highly the_ pro-

_ gram, its director and the manner in which the program is handled and
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portion of time was spent with Mr. Wajrowksi. It is his belief that
the director is aware of human weaknesses and reluctant to attempt new
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endeavors in which individuals h;ve had little or no contact,
training or interest. As a result those interested in the out-
doors and what it has to offer were used as a nucleus to form
a working group. An attempt was made to have one primary and
one intermediate representative per building. This group to-
gether with Mr. Ziemer, have apparently generated much interest
and enthusiasm for the program and have been responsible for
its acceptance by many staff members. Perhaps the key idea
which ran through all conversations with these people was that
it operated on a voluntary basis with no emphasis on forced
participation and Mr. Ziemer's personality.

The discussions with the two teachers confirmed statements made
by the principals.

Miss Linden i1s a part of the professional advisory committee
whose function seems to be a liasion between the teachers in

her particular school and the director. The committee meets
frequently and although her tasks, and the other members of this
committee, makes demands upon her time in addition to classroom
responsibility, duties and demands, she feels it no burden be-
cause of her interest, belief and enjoyment in outdoor education.

Miss Linden, too, emphasized the success of the program can be
largely charged to, first, the director,. his knowledge, plann-
ing, enthusiasm, and understanding of human nature and secondly,
the program operation on a voluntary basis.

Miss Linden counsels with those teachers who may need help or
who may want an outdoor experience for pupils but feel inadequate.
The director may be called in to help and be available for the
outdoor experience or Miss Linden and her group may accompany the

teacher and group on the outing. It is a highly cooperative venture.

Miss Johnson had never had any experiences of this nature previous-

ly, but is enthusiastic and feels no reluctance to participate and
above all,, no pressure from any source. She has a genuine in-

terest in promotion of the program and helping other staff members.

Clippings from the local newspapers were examined by us and it
appears the community responded wholeheartedly to the program.

A program which appears to be successful and well received has to
be based on certain positive elements. These would seem to be:

1. A foresighted, educationally minded Board of Education.

2. An administration interested in all aspects of education,
with the understanding that children learn in different
ways and in different kinds of settings.
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3. A community which is completely interested in its
schools and educational program and works with the
school personnel.

4, A staff comprised of many dedicated, interested
teachers who recognize pupil needs and interests.

5. Professional and lay committees who are aware of the
trend that good educational programs are taking now
and the need for positive approaches and suggestions.

6. A director who seems to be doing an outstanding pro-
fessional job through program planning and provision
of services. This kind of program shows evidence of
previous planning, study and research on the part of
an enthusiastic educator. Mr. Ziemer, in our opinion,
perceives education as reaching all pupils through as
many avenues as possible with the_provision of something
for each and everyone. (It might be well if Mr. Ziemer
could be provided with some assistance either profession-
al or non-professional.)

In summarization, the Crystal Lake outdoor education program

can be assessed as a most successful undertakinz due to the
elements of cooperation of community, staff, and administration,
the enthusiasm of those responsible for its success, the dedica-
tion of its director and the development of a specific site to-
gether with use of park district and community facilities.

Any school system would be proud to have such a program as the
one going on in the community of Crystal Lake, It will be of
interest to assess this program and its future direction. The
fact that it has toucued many people and communities through
visitations and publicity will certainly have an impact on other
school systems and communities to begin, in some manner, develop-
ment of outdoor education programs.

REVIEW OF WAYS AND MEANS

In the request for continuance (March, 1969) several 'ways and

‘means' by which the program objectives might be attained were

listed. This section is the Evaluator!s,appraisal of these

ways and means. It is based upou his own observations and interpre-

tation of the reactions of those in the program with whom he has
consulted. Additional insights may be obtained by referring to
earlier appraisals of the program components. These earlier

appraisals were largely valid at the time of this summary evaluation.

81bid, April, 1969, pp. 4-6
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Employment of O0.E. Director and Secretarial Staff. The continua-
tion of the position of Outdoor Education Director (who actually
functions as a coordinator) is the single most important element
in the program. The role that he must play necessarily must shift
according to the competency, confidence, will, and wishes of each
teacher. Hence, it must be filled by one with sufficient insight
and perception to sense the role he is to perform at a given time
as he assists teachers to provide their pupils with outdoor ex—
periences. An excessive portion of his time has been devoted to
“"project activities', visitors, and perhaps public relationms.

Too small a portion of his time has been spent in program - help-
ing teachers and chi:dren. This should correct itself as federal-
state participation is phased out. A secretary has also been
essential, &#nd will continue to be so —— however, this person should
have a more important "service to teachers'" role in the future -
perhaps in scheduling, planning, distribution of materials and
equipment, etc.

The Professional Committee. The Evaluator was pleased to learn

that some persons have served on the (jutdoor Education Committee

all three years of the project. The reorganization ¢Z the committee
to provide more equal representation from the schools was a needed
step. Maintaining the enthusiasm of the committee members is
recognized as a problem - and an important concern - for they must
continue to provide the "spark" in each school. Perhaps clear
recognition by the administration of the committee memb2rs and

their role in regard to their own schools may give them added
stature and increase their enthusiasm.

Lay or Citizen's Advisory Committee. The lay committee has assist-
ed in evaluation, served as a sounding board, and assisted in in-
terpreting the program to the community. This year, the committee
has met very infrequently. It seems that this group could be very
important to the program were it expanded to include more persons
and be more representative of the community, if it met on a more
regular basis (perhaps quarterly) and if it had its own chairman
and secretary.

Teacher Preparation. Several "ways and means" deal with teacher
preparation (one day workshops - institute meetings - another NIU
outdoor education workshop, etc.) These are essential if the pro-
gram is to involve more teachers. It appears to the Evaluator that
this is an area in which a greater puiition of the Director’s time
might be spent - perhaps considering a workshop in the summer
months as done at the Tri-District Outdoor Education Project at
Worthington, Ohio, providing school site workshops as a part of
faculty meetings, etc. :

ERIC |
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Instruction and numbers served. The increase from year to year
in the number of pupils and teachers served attests to the pro-
ject's success. Yet, too many children have not participated.
Although considerable pride is expressed about the voluntary as-
pects of the program, there are many persons who believe that all
children should have these experiences - even on a compulsory
bas's if necessary.

A long standing conceru has been the one of repétition and depth.
Perhaps the outdoor education-committee should attack this problem,
even considering curriculum for outdoor education with a sequence
of "recommended experiences" from the kindergarten on up. The
-alleged tendency to focus on Veteran's Acres rather than on the
total area around Crystal Lake and all the available resources,
should also be attacked.

The resident program. For over a decade, District 47 Schools
have sent a few children to resident outdoor education centers
for a one-week period. The number of class sections was in-
creased to six this year in a program operated almost entirely
by district staff. Plans are to continue tu expand this phase
of the program to include all 6th graders in subsequent years.
This step was overdue. -

| S—

 S—

Sporadic efforts have also been made by individual teachers to
schedule cor conduct one-night field trips (Iriday evening -
Saturday morning) for their classes. These efforts should be
handled by the director in the same way he handles individual
day trips.

p—

e

Publications. Publications are used to communicate ideas and
to keep readers abreast of events and views. They seem to be
an important part of most outdoor education projects and one

- that is usually well received. They may be the only contact
between.the program and some teachers - and the conly one needed
by the most competent and confident members of the tcaching
staff.

A resource guide was constructed at the onset of the rroject
|"but its use has been sporadlv. Since many teachers contirue to
request that curricdlar materlals be deyeloped and that ideas
. be presented, perhaps this gpide should be redone. A new writ-
| ' ing committee should have a great advantage over the original
one (that of the dlerict s three years of experience) hence,

should be able to compile a very useable document.

7} Buildings and'facilities.' The use of the Nature Center building

' for regular clagses (the district was in a *real pinch for build-
o ing space the first half of the 1969-70 school year) undoubtedly

LJ detracted from the program this year. A poesitive effect pointed

’ out by several teachers, was that such use demonstrated that the

building was not the essential ingrediént of an outdoor experience.

%HHMMEE it
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Scheduling field experience according to the capacity of the build-
ing as ;alleged by some teachers would seem to demonstrate a rather
narrow and shortsighted view toward the field experience.

There also appears to be some need for an inventory and analysis
of other teaching sites and resources available within a short
radius of the schools. Caution must be exercised to see that out-
door education and the outdoor education program do not shrink in
the minds of some to this one area and site.

Equipn..it, apparatus, and library materials, A large inventory of
equipment, apparatus aud library materials was purchased as a part
of this project. Some of these materials receive extensive use.
Scue has apparently not been used - perhaps because it was in-
appropriate in the first place.

An analysis of the equipment use should be made - and unused
materials should be placed in the system where they will be used.
Some frequently used materials should also be placed in the Re-
source Centers to be more readily available to teachers for use
on the local school sites.

The approach in which field experiences are conducted, specimens
collected and then examined, (perhaps using microscopes) inside
the Nature Center building, needs examinaticn. It seems to the
Evaluator that the time at the outdoor site should be considered
very precious ~ and that most follow-up activities could be better
conducted back in the classroom with apparatus such as micro-.
scopes, motion pictures, film loops, etc. being carried from
classroom to classroom. It doesn't seem right to transport children
from site to site and use much of théir time viewing films, film
loops, or using apparatus that should be regularly available in
their classrooms., '

The Mobile Van. The mobile van, after nearly three years, has
not been very valuable to the project. Either no real effort
was made to use it.or it had no real place in the program.

Donaldson and Horn of the Lorado Taft Field Campus staff have
reported some research about the use of such equipment in out-
door education projects. Perhaps their research contains clues
helpful in increasing the value of this unit to the project.
Otherwise, uses for the unit outside the ocutdoor education pro-
gram should be cons.dered.

ERIC
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Public relations and community support. An important component
of this program and one to which a great deal of time has been
devoted has been that of obtaining community support. This has
been cited as a majo: strength by nearly all viewing the program
from outside. Newspaper coverage, for example, has been ex-
cellent — perhaps excessive.

In general, the community is giving this program its support as
evidenced by the Lay Committee appraisal, parent comments, and
the action by the school board to continue the program. Involve-
ment of the community and townspeople should be emphasized. Con-
siderable use has been made of townspenple as resource persons,
Not only has this had an important impact on instruction, but in
most cases, resulted in additional supporters.

Summer program. Although several hundred children have been

touched by the pro,ram each summer in a joint Park-School under-

. taking, this was not seen as one of the great strengths of the pro-
i ject. School authorities may wish to examine some of the success-

. w ful outdoor or envirommental education programs that have become

established nearby in Northern Illinois, and use these as a pattern

! for one in {louthern McHenry County. Here also may be a place for

a high school course or involvement with high school youngsters.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In the judgment of this Evaluator, a valuable program has been
established here, largely through ESEA Title III assistauce. Hope-
fully, McHenry County Schools in addition to District 47 will agree
to continue to support and to participate in it after the 1969-70
school year. .

I This outdoor education program, involving many persons and gioups,

3 was designed largely to assist teachers to meet educational ot-—
jectives relating to the out-of-doors and man's environment, and

i to enrich learning in all subject areas.

During the entire period it has had qualified and conscientious
personnel and has acquired excellen* facilities and equipment. It
warrants the support it has received from the public, school acthori-
ties , teachers, parents and children.

In general, however, there seems to be little change from year to year
ip what has appeared to be its commendable aspects. At present, and
essentially as listed one year ago, these are:

1. The personnel (the positions authorized, and thosue
filling those positions. They seem enthusiastic about
their work, well qualified and doing a good job.)

O
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2. The direction, assistance, and support given to the
program by the professional and citizens committees.

3. The support given to the program by the building
principals and the teachers in the system.

4, The buildings, land areas and resources, equipment,
and other materials available to the program.

5. The reactions of children and parents.

6. The cooperative effort by the Park District and the
schools in sharing facilities and jointly planning
programs,

7. The increase in the number of children that partici-
pate from year to year.

8. Higher scores made by pupils participating most fre-
quently in the program on the ISAIA and the Interest
Inventory as compared to those not participating.

9. The publications informing teachers of outdoor education
and opportunities in outdoor education.

10. The large enrollments in the outdoor education courses
taught in the Crystal Lake area by NIU instructors and
turnout and reactions at the workshops.

11. Steps taken to inform the public — and the coverage
given it by the news media.

In addition, new or strengthened aspects of the program in 1969-70
worthy of mention are:

1. TIncreased use made of resource people in the program.

2. Reorganization of the professional committee so it would
be more representative.

3. Moving in the direction of providing all children with a
resident experience at some point.

4. Increased focus on teachers new to the district and steps
taken to inform them of the program and to encourage them
to use the out-of-doors.

5. Arrangements made to participate in the internship program
in outdoor teacher education of Northern Illinois Univarsity.

6. Action by the District 47 School Board to continue the
program, even if entirely with its own resources.

ERIC | 57
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Improvemen. is needed in several areas. Those that were listed
a year ago that still necd attentionm ar=:

1. The resource guide and use made of it.

2., The continued tendency to focus attention on the
Veteran's Acres site and the Nature Center Building
rather than to fully utilize all school sites and all
available resources.

3. The Mobiie (Van) Laboratory.

4, 1Inability of the Outdoor Education Director tc ''get
around"” frequently encugh to the schools to personally
encourage and stimulate teachers to utilize the program.
(H2 is being spreéad too thin.)

5. The relatively small amount of use of the program by
schools outside of Digtrict 47 and at the high school level.

6. The number of teachers not using the program for various
reasons such as (1) uninformed, (2) feeling insecure in
working outside the classroom, (3) not being aware of its
potential.

[,

7. The development of "depth type" experiences for focusing
on particular concepts or understandings.

Additional factors that have appeared that were not listed in pre-
vious evaluative reports are:

[ S——

l. Some apparent antagonisms developing in regard to the out-
door education director. Comments were heard about
favoritism in scheduling, services provided, etc.

2. Expressions of concern about an alleged tendency for the
outdoor experiences to become those of the program or the
director rather than those of the classroom teachez.

bty

. 3. The lack of a curricular program or design from year to
year as a child passes through the grades and one in
which greater depth and involvement experiences are pro-
vided in the upper grades than in the lower omnes.

Recommendations.

In each previous evaluation the Evaluator has set forth recommenda-
tions he believed to be pertiment. It does not appear that they have
all been given consideration. Hence, the Evaluator recommends that

i
|
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the appropriate authorities give these earlier ::__:ments their
attention. Many of them are as appropriate at --_: time as they
were a year or two ago- Other recommenda:ions a.. inade through-
out the text of this document. Additionally:

a. More than cursory attention be given to the problem
agsociated with the departmentalization and schedul-
ing in the middle schools and in pro ding outdoor
experiences to pupils in these grade- What was once
billed as a K~12 program appears to be rapidly be-
coming a K-5 program (except for the proposed resident
program at the sixth grade level). Perhaps, block
scheduling or pre-planned field days might be an answer.

b. Because concerns have been heard about th: director
being unable to "get around'" or being''spread too thin"
consideration eventually should be given to increasing
the size of the staff. If this is not possible or
feasible, priorities should be established about the
use of his time., The highest priority should be given
to working with teachers and children. Administrative
duties, public relations, and visitors should be con~
sidered less important.

¢. Guideline statements should be provided by the adminis-
tration as to what is expected or is considered desirable
or reasonable participation in the program. Some teachers
fear thev may be pegged as "overdoing'" or '"underdoing"
outdoor education. Some appear to want some guidelines.

d. The feasilbility of a mandatory experience or experiences
should be explorad. It might be initiated at one grade
level in reference to a particular unit. Such a pro-
posal should not be implemented until after careful study.

e. Although aware of the services of the program, some
teachers seem unaware of its purposes, the basis for its
existence, funding, and attitude of the administration.
.» statement about these and other aspects of the program
should be prepared and distributed to faculty, committee
members, and others.

El{llC 09
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION _T1PS

- An Innovative and Exemplary Project, Funded through September 15, 1967
5 TITLE III of the Elementary and Secondary Education -
2 Act. and Sponsored by School District 47 for the Bulletin 1 (A)

Elementary Schools cf Southern McHenry County, Illinois.

FOR THE CREATIVE TEACHERS WHO ARE CONSTANTLY ON THE
. ALERT FOR NEW IDEAS TO ENRICH EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES
v FOR THEIR STUDENTS.

1. WHAT IS OUTDOOR EDUCATION?

t is a way of learning.
It is the use of the time in the immediate natural environment to achieve
appropriate goals.
Learning is the basic consideration wherever the education cccurs -
indoors or outdoors.

PREPARATION: As in all education - the learner.

a. Has a purpose,

b. Has helped to select the goals and the means of reaching them, and

c. Has the opportunity to gather data from original sources, organize,
interpret the materials.

*INTEREST ON THE PART OF THE TEACHER IS THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE,
(just as in the regular classroom).

a. Children learn by diract, purposeful experiences.
b. Only the teacher can arrange for these experiences. The teacher
must direct the child's exploration through questions.

 ——

e

USE THE SENSES

SEEING - The bright fall colors.

HEARING -~ The cheery call of a bird.

FEELING - Walk on carpet of spongy moss.
TASTING - The bitter buds of a Bitternut Hickory.
SMELLING - Fresh cut grass.

== ==

INTRODUCING OUTDOOR EDUCATION

a. MAKE THE GRCUP'S FIRST OUTDOOR EDUCATION EXPERIENCE SHORT, SIMPLE
SERVICEABLE AND SAFE.

S,

Example: Notice changes on short walk. With your room gather leaves
around school for bock cover design. Sketch clouds.

Study evidences of strength of ants.

IMPORTANT: MAKE FIRST EXPERIENCES BRIEF, TIMELY AND PURPOSEFUL.
TEACHER - PUPIL PLANNING.

40
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KNOW THE SITE TO BE EXPLORED AND PLAN CARIFULLY FOR ITS USE.

TEACHERS SHOULD HELP CHILDREN TO SET AND TO ACHIEVE STANDARDS FOR BEHAVIOR.

Suggestion: Decide on one or two common sense xules for first trip,
and the need for them.

Example: a. Stay together - to hear and share.
b. Group work - Do you need a recorder?

PLANNING FOR_OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES

15

20

75

8,

Plan carefully distance to be covered and the variety of experiences
sensibly limited. (Might have to ignore some natural wonders.)

Involve child in planning. Anticipation should be a pleasant part of
experience.

See that each child is responsible, as an individual, or member of a small
group, for discovering some item, answer, or cause, and for recording his

findings in some form useful to his group.

Ask questions, call attention to specific objects or activities if an
individual's interest seems to wander.

Vary the activities.
Determine some signal for attention. Might raise right hand to signal
some important finding. (Need to be quiet so animal doesn't become

frightened.)

Follow-up: Give children an opportunity to use their outdoor learnings
in follow=-up activities in the classroom.

EVALUATION: What was good? What was not so good? How can it be improved?

You might check !'Curriculum Enrichment Outdoors!' by Hug and Wilson, in your
school faculty library for more information.

Hope this helps you. More will follow.

Norbert Ziemer

References:

Resolurce Guide for Teaching (See Teacher-Student Orientation)

Hug and Wilson, !Curriculum Enrichment Outdoors!' (Check your
faculty library or see your Principal)

41
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QYTLIOR EDYCATION @

An Innovatiwve and Exemplary Title III Project September 22, 1967
Sponsored by School District 4/ for Elenewntary

Schools of Southern McHenry County, 1llinois. Bulletin No. 2

EXAMPLES OF OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES (PRIMARY LEVEL)

WHAT CAN I DO RIGHT NOW TO GIVE MY CLASS THE ADVANTAGES
CF OUTDOOR EDUCATION?

TREES :

Observe the beautiful coloration in poplar, maple and cak trees,
Stress changes, what are they caused by?

Collect samples of leaves, Compare size, shape and color, (—muf"\n\
Gather leaves to make leaf prinis, -
Inspect a tree to study its size and shape. - T
Make a clue chart for a few trees or flowers. C;, N——
Gather seeds for a seed mosiac. N i

CLOUDS, WIND AND RAIN:

Tell imaginative stories about clouds, . )
Feel the wind (describe how it feels). ‘__——-—{-
How does it affect us? (Soil erosion, tornado, wind dumage, etc,)
Compare the feel of the effect of rain on bare ground and on grass
covered soil.

Sketch clouds (describe them) ‘§§

BIRDS:
-

Listen to the birds sing (crow, blue jay, etc.)

Draw a simple sketch of the song pattern of the birds.
(Does it go up or down?)

Look for bird nests.
Observe and note: What are they made of?

ANIMALS:

Look for animal homes (chipmunk, squirrel, etc.)
-What do they need for food?
(Can you see things they would ea* or have eaten?)

COME AND SPEND A WELL PLANNED DAY (OR !; DAY) 4T VETERAN ACRES.

THESE ARE POSSIBLE SUGGESTICNS. ONLY THE TEACHER CAN SELECT AND PLAN FOR

THE OUTDCOR EDUCATION PROJECT FOR HIS OWN GROUP AND ITS PARTICULAR CURRICULUM
NEEDS.

@

42 Norbert Ziemer, Director
Outdoor Education Center
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QUTDOOR EDVCATION ~T7pPS

An Innovative and Exemplary Title III Project October 20, 1967

Sponsored by School District 47 for Elementary

Schools of Southern McHenry County, Illinois. Bulletin Nc. 5
SOIL

The soil has many secrets. Did you know that a busy world where air, water,
minerals, plants and animals are always changing lies underneath you right now -
no matter where you are? This is the soil.

Soil is made up of mineral particles. These are grouped according to size,
such as sand, silt and clay. A mixture of all three is called loam. Collect
some samples from various areas and label them (the path, the gulley, the bot-
tom of the pond at Veteran Acres). Rub a little of each sample between your
fingers. Does it feel gritty? That soil contains sand. Does one soil feel
much like flour? This is silt. If the soil feels sticky when wet and like
harsh sand paper when dry it contains more clay.

Mcst soils contain a mixture of these three sizes of particles. Try a road-
builder's test. Put a handful of each of the soils you have collected in a
separate jar, fill each with water, and shake well. Let them settle. Do they
form layers? Is the sand on the bottom? Are the layers equally thick in qll
the samples?

All of the mineral particles in the soil which you have collected were at one
time rock. Can you think of ways in which these tiny pieces may have been
broken ways from rocks? Sand is an important cutting tool when it is carried
along by wind or by water. Water that freezes in the cracks of rocks expands
and may split off small pieces. The grand canyon is an example of wind and
water cutting.

Roots break up rocks. The seeds swell when they get wet and begin to sprout.
Some rocks are covered with plants called lichen, Lichen live on rocks and
give off an acid that eats into the rock and helps to make them crumble and
break up.

These examples of breaking up or decay. of:
rocks on earth's surface are called weathering,
while carrying away of soil or pieces of rock
is called erosion. We have excellent examples
of erosion, gully areas, lichen, fungus and
mosses on our site.

TWIGGY SAYS: !"Come out to Veteran Acres -

where the action is, and see
my beauty, before I fall."

Norbert Ziemer, Director
Outdoor Education Center
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QUIDOIR _EDUCATION ~T1PS

An Innovative and Exemplary Title III Project November 24, 1967
Sponscred by School District 47 for Elementary
Schools of Southern McHenrv County, Illinois. Bulletin No. 9

OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES IN THE JUNIOR HIGH --- IT IS BEING DONE IN CRYSTAL LAKE.
L]

This is the lesson Don Nead, Science Instructor at Central Junior High School
and Sandy Anderson, Language Arts Instructor prepared for their students. For
science it was a motivational unit, while for language arts it was culminating
activity. After weeks of preparation, time was made available through a block
of four class periods which included lunch period. This week we present the
language arts plans and next week the science plans will be presented.

LANGUAGE ARTS OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROJECT: Stated Objectives

L—-mﬁu‘ !__“ . i . N i - _ m ‘

. To learn the fundamentals of research.

. To learn to compile data and facts.

. To learn the importance of organization.
o An exercise in first hand observation, direct experience.

4
H
N

- I. RESEARCH PROJECT: Directions to Students.

This is the procedure you must follow in doing your outdoor education pro-
ject. You will be expected to do your own work at all times. It must be

} neat, clear and organized so that you can use it and I can read it. Mrs.

i Atwood, Mr. Ziemer and I will help you in any way we can, but you must do

the work. We are resource people and should be used in that way.

1. Taking notes and use of card catalog

o- a. You will need your notes (on cards). Blank note cards and pencil.
1. b. In your research you learned where to look for your chosen subject
4 and how to recognize it., There will be three groups divided ac-
cording to related subject area.

K Field Work
a. When you find your subject you are to do two things: make accur-
A1 - ate sketches or diagrams of it and its surroundings, and record
i A- on ncte cards the observations you made of your subject (surround-

ings, size, activity, shape, color, habits, etc.)

| G——

II. FOLLOW UP:

During the next several class periods, you will be compiling all your re-
search notes, diagrams and field notes into a report. A report in your
words of what you saw and found out about your subject. You have qll the
information in front of you on your note cards by this time. Now organize -
them into a complete report.

 peiomuits

The report may be as long or as short as you wish, as long as it is com-
plete as far as information is concerned and clearly written. You might
like to fashion an attractive cover that could be used as a library dis-
play for open house. GOOD LUCK!

44 Norbert Ziemer, Director
Outdoor Education Center
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n Innovative and Exemplary Title IID
ponsored by School District 47 for Elempntury
Schools of Southern McHenry County, Illinois, Buileton No. 1O,

December 1, 1967

i OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES IN THE JUNIOR HIGH .- PART II SCIENCE.

- An iatrsoduction t6 a unit on living and non-living things, prepared by Don Nead,
] Central Junior High School, Crystal Lake, Illinois.,

. Student Worksheet: LIFE IN A FHYSICAL WORLD.,

= 1, ., Take a walk around the pond and list as many ﬂonmlzvuryf,hings =S you can see.
A

Living Non-living

II. Give the properties that ;ou used to
separate the living from the non-living,

l..;_uhsh.g

§

IIII. Are plants living or non-living,.
Explain

|

IV, List ways in which plants and animals differ}§

Suggestions for Pond Life Study Units:

Study the pond-life during the four seasons of the year. Are there en‘hbundance of
plants and animals throughout the year? How do the numbers compare? Can the animals
- be identified? Are they vertebrate or invertebrate? Are there forms which skim the
surface? Are there free-swimming forms? Any attached to vegetation?

JE——t

! Have students collect living spr:cimens and place them in a collecting pan., This can
be done by using a dip net to gather surface and bottom dwellers, Objects such as
boards, stones, leaves, etc,, should be studied for animals. Both visible microscopic
animals can be observed. By placing visible animals in a container such as a petric
dish, they can be studied under the stereoscope. Microscopic animals can be found
swimming freely in the pond or attached to the scraping the scum from the bottom of a
decaying leaf many new and exciting animals can be located.

The study of the pond car be used for units such as the following:
LY

Insects B, Animal Life C, Plant Life. D, Plant and Animal Classification.

45 Norbert Ziemer, Director,
Outdoor Education Center.

6o




Rpucation TP

xemplary Title January 19, 1968

e Psponsored by School District 47 for Elementary

o

§a2eokinkine ) ]

s

T NS ST

7 schools in Southern McHenry County, Illinois. Bulletin No., 14.

A SAMPLE OF FOLLOW-UP TO A VETERAN ACRES
PIELD TFIP, THIRD GRADFE, NORTH SCHOOL,
MRS. ALICE GORDON,

A g‘ flu to a (S@ o Sh2 said, " p’a)J om very busy. M @,"
=) ‘
« )

da iz very short. Pollen is guthered for the '@-b
T3

n oy
from ((g? 2 O,DoUhcwea qzs‘4the‘b°

> Yw

o ————)
"Yes, ! said the ', '"Tell her wiater is coming. Seon there will be
no more pollen. will dry uwps Our - % ¢ will fall to make

more next year,. What will U do? " /'V) will feed the

all winter. She will keep on laying eggs. Some are nurges to feed

the babies. Scme clean the . Pollen is stored for the winter,

We all our Q

bp warm air moving In the summer we have

d .
“
N

. )
have snow, .The' wind with c

U —
N Norbert Ziemer, Director,
Outdoor Education Center.
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QUTDOOR EDUCATIJION TIPS\\

‘! An Innovative & Exemplary Title III, E.S.E.A, November 21, 1969
Project Sponsored by School District 47 Bulletin No. 43
for Elm. Schools in S, McHenry County, Ill. geene
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- BIRDS ARE IMFORTANT

=3

; IN A WORLD,.. so ever-changing as ours, ™\
i it is a comfort to know that birds are

forever loyal and dependable. Friends
move away and change their rersonalities, |
put the birds never change.

[

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Bird watching heads the list of national pastimes.
More people watch birds than go to baseball or football games, ski collect
gtamps or hunt,

Bixrds aie pretty.

Birds sing. ;

Birds provide us with year around pleasure.

i fssiiund | =.l

44// WINTER BIRDS FOUND AT VETERAN ACKES \\_;
3 Birds found at feeders Common Birds
Black-Capped Cnickadee  suet,mseeds Red Bellied Woodpecker suet
7 White Breasted Nuthatch suet, seeds Red Headed Woodpecker suet
1 Slate Colored Junzo seeds Hairy Woodpecker suet
Blue Jay suet, seeds Tufted Titmouse suet, seeds
& Starling anything lree Sparrow seeds
3' English Sparrow suet, seeds Cardinal seeds
——— Common Grackle seeds
Uncommon Birds (But possible) Cedar Waxwing berries
Yellow Shafted Flicker  seeds, suet Goldfinch seeds
Red Breastued Nuthatch suet .
Red-Winged Blackbird seeds Ground feeder
® Brown Thrasher bread, seeds Pheasant corn
{ Song Sparreaw seeds Crow corn
I Brown Creeper suet
Mourning Dove seeds
Purple Finch seeds
)":'“7
)¢}/ The joy of observing and knowing the
§¢ Research by Dolly Fiske i living creatures of our world is
$: Vice Pres. Illinois Audubon Society & | great fun!
A 'QUICKIE!"' ALL-PURPOSE BIRD FEEDER
An orange (cut in half & juiced)
\ Mix bacon drippings with !'scratch grains!
2\ Add sunflower seeds & hang in onion sack
] bx)Choose a,good locationt
Norbert Ziemer, Director
- - Outdoor Education Center
« 47
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()l} i DOOR EDUCATION TIPS

Elm., Schools in S. McHenry County, Ill.

I An Innovative & Exemplary Title III, E.S.E.A. January 9, 1970
Project Sponsired by School District 47 Bulletin No, 46
for

Can you draw
Can you piot
Can you make
What can you

What time of

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

AERTAL PHOTO OF VETERAN ACRES NO. 1

U.S. Dept of Agriculture, 1954 - Scale: G! = 1 mile - North is given approximately.

the boundaries of Veteran Acres?

the watershed boundaries?

a map from this aerial photograph?

learn abcut the topography of Veteran Acres? About the

kinds of plant growth?
Conld you determine the altitude of the airplane when the photo was made?

year was the photo made? Time of Day?

Good luck & have fun with your discoveries!

A8 Norbert Ziemer, Director
68 Outdoor Education Center




Q”TDOOR EDUCATION TIJPS\X

An Inacvative & Exemplary Title III, E.S.E.A. February 6, 1970
Project Sponscred by School District 47 Bulletin No. 48
for Elm, Schools in S. McHenry County, Ill.

CRYSTAL LAKE OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Your Professional Committee has agreed on the following six major functions:

1. Consult with and advise thé Director on
(a) policies,
(k) emphases,
(c¢) activities of the Outdoor Education Program;

2. Provide for face-to-face communications between the Outdoor
Education Program and the teachers in the school <ach
Committee member represents;

3, Provide f'feed-back! to the Director of Outdoor Education
as to the reception of the Outdoov Education Program in
each school;

activities;

5. Encourage and assist hesitant or inexperienced teachers to
use the resources of the Outdocr Education Program;

6. Meet, generally once a month, with the Director of Outdoor
Education to discuss any of the above or any other problems
which appear appropriate to Committee members or the
Director of Outdoor Education.

THE 1970 OUTDOOR EDUCATION COMMITTEE

CARY - Homer Dahlin SQUTH - Rosemary Fosse

Janis Kees
CENTRAL - Jean Handke

WEST - Carol Dempsey
COVENTRY - Carol Robbins Lynn Frazier

Jo Oliver
LUNDAHL JR. HIGH - :Tan Jenkins

Jim Mattern IMMANUEL LUTHERAN -~ Robert Popp

NORTH - Nancy Carroll St. THOMAS - Sister Mary Zachary
Vivian Linden

NORTH JR. HIGH - Marty Anderson
Betty Christensen

Norbert Ziemer, Director
49 Outdoor Education Center

1 4
i
1 4., A&ssist in planning and carrying out in-service educational

Q p—
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An Innovative & Exemplary Title III, E.S.E.A. March 6, 1970
Project Sponsored by School District #47 Bulletin No. 50 =
for Elm. Schools in S. McHenry County, Ill.

¥ WINTER TERRARIUM

The ground is full of surprises waiting for Spring. Your class doesn't have
to wait. Have them make a terrarium.

1. Gather encugh clumps of dirt (full of dormant life)
to fill the bottom of your container.

2. Cover with glass or saran wrap and place in a warm,
sunny place.

3. Observe the growth (variety of plants, rate of growth
for each type).

A POGTTED NEST

A

What do birds use in building their nests? Have children plant a nest (upside
down) in dirt, vermiculite, or on a sponge, cookie sheet, or in a pot.

1. How many kinds of plants can you see?
2. Are they all the same .:olor?
3. Any woody stems?

4., Can you tell if any will be thorny?

UP, UP, AND AWAY

Study air currents by releosing helium filled bal 7ons. Inside each balloon
place a note asking the finder to notify you. (Will he receive a reward?)

l. 1Is the launch site clear of wires, buildings, trees?

2. Can you tell which direction the balloon will trave
when released?

3. Will it always travel in that direction?

Helium .
Balloons SOURCE: Chicago Compressed Gas Company
Pennants 2516 N, Laramie Ave., Chicago

Flags Phona: 312-637-5507

Prepared by:

Berniece Wheeler Norbert Ziemer, Director

m} jumee= Noxrthern Illinois University =0 Cutdoor Education Center

¢
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An Innovative & Exemplary Title III, E.S.E.A.
Project Sponsored by School District #47
© for Elm. Schools in S. McHenry County, Ill,

March 20, 1970
Bulletin No. 51

White Oak 14.
Burr Oak 15.
Black Oak 16,
Red Oak 17.
Weeping Willow 18,
Walnut 19.
Aspen 20.
White Pine 21.
Jack Pine 22.
Red Pine 23.
Wild Crab : 24,
Cottonwood 25.
Wild Cherry 26,

Elms

Box Elder

Buck Thorn
Tree of Heaven
Sumac

Hawthorn
Shagbark Hickory
Silver Maple
Catalpa
Mulberry
Linden

Maples

Juniper

T —

DID YOU KNOW?

—

TO -BETTER PREPARE IS STUDENTS,
BOGB ROGERS REQUESTED INFORMATION
ON THE TREES AT VETERAN ACRES.

It takes 1000 years to make 1 inch

of top soil,

Man has not yet identified all the
elements in a cubic foot of soil.

51
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Norbert Ziemer, Director
Outdoor Education Center empm
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On October 13th, T attended a conference of e Title 111, ESEA

Directons at Springgield, 1LLinois. An enbightening proghram

disclosed some of the do's and don'ts of the program. Of the

54 projects in 1&Linodis, the Williamson County Project of mobile

Laboratonies in Marion, and ouns 4in Crystal Lake are the only two operational.

.b7

Jim Oenkgitz, our Crystal Lake Park Superintendent made neady for Hal Kelder to bring
a bee collection to the center forn all of us Lo observe. The children and teachenrs,
also visitons to the center, share our amazement al- thein activity, and are fascinated
by Zhe bees. ALL of this has created an interest in using the books on bees in the
Achool Librarnies.

Bruce Mensch, State Biologist of the 18&inois State Conservation Department, stunned
the pond, explaining to a ghoup of biology students the types of §4ish in the pond,
why they ghow here, and why others do not. We found gold§ish ~§ all sizes, carp and
sungish. Larry Lane of the high scheol has preserved a Large carp for display in our
gacilities. This was a most interesting experience.

The McHenry County Audubon Society conducted iwo bird hikes here to spot and suwrvey

! as many of the fall birds as could be found. There were 26 varieties spotted in oun
wooded area. The bindens ane anxious Zo help with oun program and Mis. Darlene Fisk,
President, plans to continue the suaey throughout the yearn. They are an interested
group and wonderfully cognizant of the need for 1his program. :

So far this month we have had many groups §rom the schools here. The children are
enthusdastic, and our attendance has nun as high as 350 students in one week. A
variety of planning has Zaken place, nesulting in pond swiey, soik building, s0il
Lesls, insect study, hikes to observe Lichen, fungus, notting Logs, tree holes, galls,
the pine area, ete. Use of the senses 4in hearing, seeing, smelling and feeling Zaé
been a part of the planning. Using many cuvriculum areas of science, math, social
studies and art, has brought Jean Handhe with her group for an art project, super-
vised by Juck Anderson. We were happy to share the insect displays and Language arts
projects from Judy Judy's class.

Did you notice our Qutdoon Education display at the Crysial Lake Public Library? This
48 courtesy of the second grade, thanks Zo Caroline Haase of Central School.

Our committee meeting had nepresentatives from every school district except Burton's
Baidge. A very good turnout.

Parents night proghams have been most newarding. Committee members enthusiasm was
dpontaneious as evidenced by parents reactions. It was a pleasure to meet mone of -
owr students parents, and s0 far we have had a telescope, rock, 0484 and wood

collections donated forn the centern. ALso several nesource persons have volunteered
thein services.

Registrations are coming in forn OTE #405 for the spring cowrse. Dn. Qzwald Goering
of NIU with a nich variety vf resource persons willd conduct the class.

{1 Happy Holloween! 2 Nonbent Ziemen, Directon
o Outdoon Education Center
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Buddy Chiistensen and Vern Kruse cut and set up the Large beautiful Christmas
Tree in the Centern. Decorations were made, mostly of natural maternials, and
placed on the Zree by the students themselves. Interested students from Zhe
Immanuel Lutheran Schook, South and Coventry schools tastefully adorned the
tree with cranberry and popcorn sitnings, plus the hand made ornamenis.

ﬂj OUTMOR )

CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENTS:

BIRD FEEDERS AT VETERAN ACRES:

Aften a well planned fieldirip through our area to observe the binds and
‘ animals which they could now gind, Zhe West schoof kindergarden classes made
i bind feedens. They pressed peanut butter into pine cones, rolling them into
| bind seeds and fastened wire Zo the top of the cone. The binds are grateful
forn thein thoughtfulness and effort. Thanks Mrs. 0Liver and students.

E PUBLIC LIBRARY DISPLAY CASE:

- A new and different display of nature nelated Ants and Chagts has been
} designed and set up by several of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade
Atudents of the Immanuel Lutheran Schoof. Robert Popp 48 their art instructon.

§ SECOND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS "OPEN HOUSE"
i

The new building seems to have stimulated wmuch interest effecting attendance,

as well as the numberns at the "Open House" too. We were very happy over the
comments and nesponse to our second annuak affair. 1t was rewarding to see

the interesit of teacherns, secretaries, and prineipols in our progham. Over
twice the atiendance of Lasi yean! (ALso many telephone calls.) Shirley
Melsfer added greatly to this success through her time and efforts in decorating.
The "Veteran Acres Punch" was the Wit of the season. This is from Mus.

Meisten's secnet nrecipes.,

GUESTS THIS MONTH:

John Henand Boone County Superiniendent of Publfic Instruction
Jan Raywood Teacher grom Belvidere

Roger Gustafuson. Boone County Conservation Distrnict Directon
Gondon Kaplar George Williams College Camp Directon

Dennis Johnson Elgin Y.M.C.A. Camp Directon

ATTENDANCE:  Through December 13--2830, Reak Good Show Teachens!!!
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

CRYSTAL LAKE CONTINUES TO MOVE IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION:

School District #47, cooperatively with thé Crystal Lake Park District,
began the thind year of the Outdoon Education Progham. A program zthat
provided phildren with the opportunities fon direct and meaninggul
Leanni perienced, in an environment Loaded with fascinating mysteries,

THE ARE BACK!: Hanold Kelden brought Life back into the bee
T display with an active bee hive. The situdents,
as well teacherns {and guests), find this a focol point of their visits
Lo the Outdoon Education Centen.

VETERAN ACRES FIELDTRIPS: Classes §rom Central School, North School,
Soutn Schook, Coventry School, and Immanuel Lutheran School have used
Nature's classnoom at Veteran Acres o facilitate observations and
classnoom Learnings through the §inst hand study of s04il, conservation,
erosdon, plant and animal Life, nock identification, and glaciation.’

ON A BEAUTIFUL DAY... Barb Wardwell used ithe natural amphi-theatre §on
Zhe Coventry fourth ghade music session, meamwhile Art Supervison, Ellen
Spencern, with students observed zhe ducks and geese on the pond and
sketched them. "lLook at the shape and colon of the willow trhees--and
the clouds. How can you show movement?" Near the baseball field Zhe
Physical Education class was enfoying activities that Rita Kendall had
planned fon Zhem.

SOTIL PROFILE DISPLAYS:

Sam Haning, grom the McHenry County Soil Conservation Department,
brought eight Veteran Acres 804l progile samples for our use. We have
aerial photos of our area taken fiftfeen years ago and others taken Zwo
yeans ago. An internesting and worthwhile comparative siudy!

FACULTY MEETINGS: The faculty meetings were held with all Distnict #47
schooks. The sdide senies used depicts examples of a wide variety of
Outdoon Education possibilities used by teachers Last year. A mosit re-
warding experience for us. Your enthusiasm conidnues Lo "turn us on'!
St. Thomas and Immanuel Lutheran meetings are scheduled fon Octoben.

LATE AND IMPORTANT!: Mnrs. Pichen's thirnd grade class held an evening
asnonomy sessdon with William S. Wingate.

Prniscilla LaSarre's class 4is planning to deelop
a smakl "Landscape-garden" area, by Zhe schoof.

Crystal Lake Garden CLub members are willing %o

help donate needed plantings.

CAN WE HELP You?: - Call 459-5557 - Mns. Swanson 48 anxious Zo help
udth the scheduling for a gieldirip on preparing materials you can use.

Nonbert Ziemen, Director
54 Outdoon Education Centen
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- NORTHERN' DFFERS™D.T.E. 405 IN EXTENSION

=~ DA Morxnis Wieher, of the Lonrado Tadt Field Campus will instruct this Outdoon
Teacher Education Workshop Counse to help interested teachens implement these
"hinds" of student Learning experiences. Are you interested? REGISTER NOw'!
i Call Dea Bariken at 459-6070. Three hourns graduate c- under graduate credi.
Fiist class meeting, Tuesday, February 3nd, 6:30 PM at Zhe Outdoon Education
i _Ee@te));, Class registration will be Limited (and on a firsx come, finsi serve
' asis ).

e WINTER WORKSHOP

de Wednesday evening, December 3nd, Mns. Howard Fox (whose husband 48 Zhe

; foresten at the Sinnisippi State Forest, near Oregon, 1284inois) will demon-
Lo stnate "Chnistmas Ant & Craft Tdeas" using a wide variety oy natwiad materi-
1 ' als. The Professional Committee chuse this fitting topic for Zeacherns
intenested in these seasonal activities. Margaret Gatz, Lonado Tagt Dieti- ;
- cian has consented to shane hen creativity with us at this time also. Pen- l

cils, shetch pad and/on camera will be put to good use. !l
. RECENT GUEST N
Mike Feryo and Vic Fraser of Gary, Indiana. Mike is Director of the Title E
' TTT Gary Schools Oufdoon Education Program, and Vic &5 a siaff <ustructon. -
1i The exchange of ideas and materials is progitable to both proghams. On- c
1 site visits of area, facilities and program are vasily superior Lo the : 1
%eading of descriptive Literatunre. ' E ‘
David Reinentsen, Acting Head of the Education Extension Section of the M l
P TTlinois Stafe Geological Suavey, discussed the geology of Veteran Aches
T and the fascinations of the effect of glacidtion on this area. A follow- B
up repont {8 being prepated. A
Robert D. Funny, Title 111, E.S.E.A. Regicial Supenvison fnom Springgietd, { =
and Dn. Reutten, Assistant Directon of Evaluation, visdited -oun Project on ‘R
4 Friday, November 21st, as a part of the wice a year visitation system. o
] Among the Faft Stafj Visitons: D, Donald Hammenman, Directon; Dr. Malcolril igg
Swan and Dr. Onville Jones Recently met with Robert Blazier and yours tnul
Zo discuss the possibility af involuing the Crystal Lake Outdoor Educatio
Project in the Tagt Intean Progham §or Dutdoor Education majors at Norther? \
188inois Univensity. This should prove %o be a mutually rewarding educatioc J\
[ (W
NI |

1 am part of my enviromment,

And my envirtonment 48 pert o4 me.

When 1 madm the eanth, 1 wound me.

When 1 pollute a sineam, 1 poison me.

When T {428 the sky with smog, I choke me.

Forn this 4is my wonkd,

1 am the world, and the wonkd is me.
JOHPER Ock. '69

MERRY CHRISTMAS Nonbert Ziemen, Directon
- Qutdoor Education Center
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GEORGE WILLIAMS CAMP - FEBRUARY 12, 1970

The fourteen teachers touned the camp site, swweyed the grounds, 2
the buildings, and worked on {inal Lesson plans. The setting's ulid
Leanning possibilities genernated excitement as the day progressed. N
Septemben, these teachens have met and planned for the week of Learnihmg
experience with 120 sixth graders. Extensive preparation of schedules
and handbooks, by Jim Mattern and Jan Jenkins, was done fo better meet
student and feachen needs. Such planning guarantees success.

INTEREST 1S THE BEST MOTIVATOR

Vivian Linden's North School §4ifth grade class planned individualized
| ! Learning experiences at Veteran Acres. Each member chose an area to study
were; pond Lige, trees, bees, geofogy, air pollution, wildlife conserva-

| and proceeded fo <investigate and neseanch his project. Topics covered
tion, bind nests, and tracking. An Linteresting and profitable experience
l gor students and teachers.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION WORKSHOP - 0.T.E. 405

' A 'desdire to better undersiand OQuidoon Ediication and Zo feel more confident
out-og~-doors Led twenty-seven people to participate in this individualized

cowrse. Un. Wiener, Nonthern TLLinois Unlversity, guides the .cesearch fon

facts abcut nesdident camping, wornking on Lesson plans to use out-of-doons,

and drawing a map of early Crystal Lake. The zlass is stimubating, chal-
Lenging, and newarding. Enthusiasm is the passwond!

PARA-PROFESSTONSLS--GRADUATE

Y

teachens, visited the Center fo gind out monre about Outdoon Education.

; Mws. Dee Mastio, Mus. Karol Moller, & Mns. Elaine Hanrington, Lonado Tagt /
, These intenested teachers will necessitate continued ghowth of direct,
! meaninggul Outdoorn Educaticrn experiences which begin in the classroom. f

NORTH SCHOOL PARENT PROGRAM

‘ Marcia HilRier featured Outdoorn Education on Februany 27. Parent stimula-
tion and participation nesulted when sfides of her students at VeZeran
Acres wene shared. Twenty-s4ix parents attended.

| WARREN GILFILLAN, Pontlund, Onregon, Outdoonr Education Director, explonred
G our area and Center, shared a §4i8m and exchanged ideas with Park Disirict
Dinectorn James Oerkfitz and us. These materials and ideas will be benefi-

i

| U clal for both programs.

£ MRS, ALTA TITUS met here with the Conservation chaimmen of the Crystal
SN Lake Garnden CRubs, to plan fon Arbor Day on Apnik 24. Appropriate itrees
will be planted at the Centern yearly.

| S

!

| T McHENRY COUNTY AUDUBON SOCTETY MEETING: Darlene Fiske presented the
L §4lm "binds of Prey." Pres. Ray Paige, introduced State Rep. Daniel
| Pierce, who spoke on environmental problems. Over one hundred <inten-
| esfed citizens attended. ALL Left a Little wisen.

Prepared by: ‘
Berniece Wheelen Norbent Ziemern, Dinectonr
Noathern 1LLLnois University 56 Outdoon Education Centen




CRYSTAL LAKE
OUTDOCR EDUCATION NEWSLETTER June., 1970

As we neach the completion of our third year 4in Outdoonr Education

T would Like, on behalf 0§ School Distnict #47, o express our
appreciation §on the tremendous support and cooperation that has
been given us by the many individuals and onganizations in Crystal
Lake and McHenry County. They are too numerous to single out, but
without thein assistance the program could not have acﬁieved such
success.,

This yearn is the §inal one for support from government funds. How-
ever, due to the success of the proghem, the Board of Education,
Distnict “47, has seen §4t to give approval gon the contlnuance o4

‘ the program. We can, therefore, Look fo the years ahead as outdoor
; education continues to be an integral part of the cwuiiculum of ZThe
elementorny schools of Chysital Lake. 1t 48 our sincere hope that
many people who have contributed 40 much time and effort dwiing the
; past three yearns will continue to support the program. The school
distrnict feels that outdoon education has an Amportant nole to play
in oun desine to provide Lhe best education fox the boys and girnts

04 oun communily and the county.
/ Conbyn Hamby
Superintendent

vt

 presm—

The children of Crhysital Lake are fortunate indeed.
Aftern three most succesdful yearns under federal funding, thein
Outdoon Education Profect .4 to be continued under Local auspices.

4
=t

ez g

At Leas? the following elements contributed 2o L5 success:

1. A progressive school boand;

)

2. An alert and suppornitive adminisiration;
3. An enthusiastic, dedicated faculty;
4. A hand-wonking Professional Commiitee;
5. An enengetic Dinrecton;
6. A wise, child-orniented community.
ALL concerned deserve congratulations! ‘
Dr. Geonge W, Donaldson
Nonthern 188, University

Lorado Tagit Field Campus
Onegon, I&Einois

—

Norbert Ziemen, Directon Outdoon Education Center
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CRYSTAL LAKE CUTDOOR EDUCATION FIELDTRIP PLANNING AID

PRE-TRIP:
1. Did I plan the trip carefully with the class?
2. Did I discuss reasons for proper conduct with my class rather than
imposing rules without explanation?
3. Did we discuss their conduct on the bus?
4, Have we made a code of safety for use on fieldtrips (with the students)?
5. Did I visit the trip site before the fieldtrip?
6. Do I plan a roll call at various times during the trip?
7. Did I double check the pupils permission slips (signed and »n file)?
8. Did we plan to dress for the occasion and for wegther?
9. Did we make clear that the group must remain within sight of leader?
10. Did we make it clear that we will not permit 'horseplay?!" Did we
determine the alternatives or punishment?
11. Do I know what to do in event of accident or illness?
ON THE TRIP:
A) Be alert
B) Be enthusiastic
C) Make use of ''quiet times!
D) Summarize - relate to objectives

EVALUATION OF FIELDTRIP:

l.

Did I use the class instructional time efficiently?
Did I have worthwhile suggestions and assignments?

Do I strive to know, understand and take advantage of the unique

. educational opportunities in the outdoor classroom?

What was good about the outdoor lesson?

How could it be improved?
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CRYSTAL LAKE OUTDOOR EDUCATION FIELDTRIP CHECK LIST

Write YES or NO|J Comments

1. Was the class participation wholehearted,
fun, and without tension?

2. Did T use the class instructional time
efficiently?-

3. Do I arrange my children so that all may
hear and participate in discussions?

4. Do I maintain close supervision of my
group-at all times?

5. Do I discuss reasons for proper pupil
conduct with my class {rather than im-
posing rules without explaration)?

€. Do I have worthwhile suggestions and
assignments for children to work?

7. Do I strive to know, understand, and take
advantage of the unique educational oppor-
tunities in the outdoor classroom?

8., Do I feel this is the proper season for
the lesson?

9. Do I feel it was succegsful?

10. How -could it be improved?

11. How could I make better use of the Outdoor
Education Program?

12. How could the director help me improve

thre outdoor experience?

AN ATD IN PFREPARING FOR YOUk OUTDOOR LEARNING EXPERIENCE.

‘59




' sl g s e peiy by pasis by jeey  beumd  buvmd B




Srint Tyomas School
265 Bing Street
Grystal Take, Aliwis 50014

/WZW 26,1768
L T Blayezn,

%,&/%/MM

QW%WW

at 24 W oo %w/ ‘

% ' - Oz L/,Z/ M M

/@%¢/aﬂ;4»ff—gf;waz,:fJQ W/ e ini e .
—%4 2 ﬂ'é/ W'.ﬂ’ﬁ ﬂow, |

/‘M >

61

81




—

 ——

265 Fing Street
Qryetal Fnke, Jllinois 60014

Dpsbonlicr 23, (748
p@j&zf/l/ % &W 4 | ~
Here o Aot Ao Cwiddacs £ [

g M/d/
7%,@»‘/ ,/V/, A’j‘— e )
: ’.'6'7; S AL

.,%;ﬂ/ﬂ&uz/%,/
/é'p&/ % Z%Az;{/
%O/La%ﬂ/

62

82



TELEPHONE 459-1687

CRYSTAL LAKE PUBLTIC LIBRARY

.126 PADDOCK STREET
> CRYSTAL LAKE, TLLINOIS 60014

Patricia A. Kelly, Librarian

o January 28, 1969

~ Mr, Norbert -Ziemer

Outdoor Education Center

330 N. Main Street ‘

i Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014

Dear Mr. Ziemer:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for allowing us to participate in your very excellent
outdoor education program.

| puesenmr]

The outdoor education exhibits placed in the library
which have been prepared by you and the teachers and staff
of District 47 have been a source of education and en-
joyment to the many who have viewed them. It has provided
an excellent opportunity for us to carry out one library
responsibility - that of educating and informing the pub-
lic of activities in the community.

e

| Eaea

We also feel that as a direct result of your pro-
gram, the children and young people have developed an
enthusiasm and interest in nature and the world around
them. This is particularly evident in the library books
3 . which the children are checking out and requesting for
purchase. Throughout the past year we have tried to
purchase materials which would supplement and enrich
that knowledge which the students are gaining as a direct
result of their learning experiences in the outdoor ed-
ucation progran.

" It has been our privilege to be part (although very
small) of this program. I hope sincerely for your con-
tinued success in an outstanding education endeavor.

Sincerely,

(signed: Patricia A. Kelly)

Patricia A. Kelly, librarian
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CRYSTAL LAKE
FCOUNTRYSIDE
% GARDEN GATE
GREEN TWiG

THE GARDEN CLUBS OF

CRYSTAL LAKE

April 30, 1969

Mr. Norbert Ziemer, Director
Outdoor Education
Crystal Lake, Illinois

3

!
3¢
3

Dear Mr. Ziemer:

 S—

It is almost impossible for the

| —

Garden Clubs of Crystal Lake to tell you what a pleasure

it was to have ARBOR DAY Plantings at the Nature

Center this year. We value: the Outdoor Education
1 Project and greatly appreciated your wonderful co-
operation throughout our Program Planning.

i Please thank your able secretary,
Shirley Meister, for us and we're grateful too,
for the !'"T~eats" you so generdusly help provide.

Sincerely,

: (signed: Catherine Johnson)
i (signed: Joan Fielding)

Mrs, Fred Johnson

Mrs. Jerry Fielding
Green Twig Garden Club
Co-Chairmen
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MRs. KENNETH V. FISKE
9313 BULL VALLEY ROAD
WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS 60098

Mr, Robert Blazier
Assistant Superintendant Curriculum
School District 47, Crystal Lake,Ill.

Dear Mr, Blazler,

I feel very fortunate to have had some contact
with the Outdoor Education program of Crystal Lake (and south
McHen1y County) as a member of the Lay Committee. We have not
been far-sighted enough (or smart enough perhaps) to develep such
a program for the Woodstock area so I am especially conscious of
the values you people derive from this outstanding endeavor.I
am also very much aware of the benefits my own children lose in
this way/ I am sure that all varents as well as teachers who have
been involwved at all in the Outdoor Education program feel as
strongly as I do,

is By now any halfway-alert citizen knows how very
important/éonservation education =and all it encompasses and im-
plies-, We MUST teach children awareness, love,respect and re-
sponsibility for their world. We must teach them its complexities
so they can deal with it intelligently, and eventually try to re-
palr some of the damags created by the generations before them
who were NOT taught that they must treat'.their complex environ-
ment with care and caution, "Outdoor Education" has a BIG job;
thank heaven for the GRAND center and program the School and Park
Distriets have produced. I KNON the work involved,and the dedica=-
tion,and. I heartily commend you and all jour co-workers and every=
one responsible in any way for such an outstanding asset to our
whole community. We are all so very proud =and confident of its
continued success.¥sep up the good workt

s,
Sincere g e )
‘ . e £ ééﬁiw(é%L{ 5?2;;4?@
March 2,1970 (Mrs.K.V.)
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McHENRY COUNTY CHAPTER

2217 Hidden Lane
Woodstock, Illinois 60092
Yarch 4, 1870

Robert Elazier, Assist. Suverintendent
District # 47
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014

Dear ifr. Blazier,

Thank you for again making the Nature Center
availeble to us for our February 14 meeting.

Norb Ziemer was on hand to welcome our members
and the many gur sts, and gave short exolenation of
the Outdoor Eduration program. Our Chapter 1s femil-
far with the program---in fact, those of us not in
the Crystal Lake school district are quite envious,
end wish we had a similgr progrem with such an zble
and inspiring director as Norb.

We feel thet to maintain an environment cavable
of supoorting life much more knowledge must be gained,
with a much greater swareness of our devendency on
the environment. What better plece to stsrt than with
children, at first hand out of cdoors? Hopefully they
will be able to make wiser decisions in the future
than many of those mede in the past.

We commend the Park District for cooverating so
admirably with you in this program, and congratulste
the School District for its velueble contribution in

this field. We wish you continued success in the
future.
Sincerely,
[) At . (:Mg.zc/\/(-/

(Mrs. William Carroll, Jr.)

Secretary

ce/Norbert Ziemer
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March 11, 1970

Mr. Robert Blazier, Assistant Superintendent
School District L7

174 North Qak Street

Crystal Lake, Illinois 6001l

Dear Mr. Blazier:

As a Lay Committee member of the Outdoor Education Program, I ‘
realize the government financial backing of this program will come to

an end this year. During the three years I have observed the program
a number of things come to my mind.

1. The enthusiasm of your director, Mr. Ziemer; the advisor,'
Dr. Donaldson, and a number of the professional committee members that
I have come in contact with, has been great. This enthusiasm could not

help but be catching, and more is caught than taught in effective edu-
cation.

2. I have worked on a number of occasions with the young people
in this program and enjoyed their, receptive enthusiasm. We have enjoyed
the classes that have taken trips through the grounds of Chipwood, our
home; not only have we enjoyed these young people, but we have marveled
at how many young people could make the trip and yet the yard showed no
adverse evidence. Your teachers are to be congratulated.

3. I think evidence of a measure of success of the Outdoor Educa-
tion program appears in the high school freshman "career papers." I
have had a mumber come in for special help in some phase of the natural
sciences. Certainly these young people will help lead us toward
solutiong of our conservation and pollution problems.

L. As a teacher, I am aware that many of our young people graduate
and scatter across our country, acting as seeds, introducing the ideas
of their home environment into new communities. The greatest benefit,
however, is for the young people having trouble learning through channels
normally provided. These are the ones that outdoor education has a
special appeal for, and often these are the young people who remain in
our communities raising their families, voting on the issues as they see
them. What a hope for our community and its conservation theres is if
these young people are reached effectively.

- 5. While I am sure the Outdoor Education Program has the endorse-
ment of most of our civic minded organizations, I know too it has a
transition period ahead that will not be easy. I wish you, your asso-
clates, Mr. Ziemer and the Board of Education well as you guide this
worthwhile program through this transition period.

Most sincerely,

Wllliam S/!;I
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Cryital Lake, Il. HERALD
MARCH 21, 1968
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o

“Action” is the theme of the outdoor education program
sponsored by Elementary School District 47. Director Norb
‘Ziemer and a group of students gather specimens from the
pond at Veteran Acres, The children are looking for the types
of pond life found in winter. The collected specimens will
be taken into the Outdoor Education building for investiga~
tion and study utilizing microscopes, stereoscopes and a bio-
scope,

schools.

‘Norbert Ziemer, outdoor education director, and a
of clementary sc_hpol pupils prepare to use
l%ctcggpd life spécimens at Veteran Acres Park. The outdoor
education program, sponsored by. Elementary Sch istri

47}-1 1slf§§1<atrallt;3; funded. Involve{l in the Y saop ool District
school districts at Crystal Lake, Burton’s Bridge, Prairi
Grove, Cary and Fox River Grove, Al icipating 'St
Thomas the Apouns ve. Also participating are St.

2 Crystal Lake, Tl. HERALD
MARCH 28, 1968

|O%tdoor Education
Director Speaks
to Kiwanis Club

-1 All too often, from season to
season peopl: go unaware of the
miracles taxing place all around
them. Nature provides a continu-
ous performance with a most in-
teresting cast. Now, with spring at
our doorstep, she is about to pro-
vide what is probably the best per-
- | formance of all the s2asons, a grand
awakening of everything that sur-
rounds us.

Bringing an awareness of these
things is the aim of Norbert Zie-
mey, dircctor of outdoor education.
This program has come to School
District 47 for southern McHenry
county. Its objectives are to pro-
vide an education in outdoor life
to elementary and junior high
schoul students. Agricultural wild-
life and observance of nature is
th: basic theme. One day the
classroom may be a cluster of
woods and another, the bank of

a stream with a hopeful end re-
sult of giving children a direct,
meaningful experience in nature’s
wonders. \

e

Ziemer remind>d the Crystal
Lake Kiwanis ciub.of the work be-
ing done on a national leval in the|
preservation of redwood forests,
wildlife, dam building for power
and all out efforts to stop the
wiping out of wildernress, His ye-
mark quoted, *“the future of the
fulure depends upon the present”
was bnth interesting and thought
pravoking.

| Crystal Lake's outdoor facilities
are presently located. at the recre-
ation area. at Veteran Acres, A
neww building .is under construe-

tion<for edmpletion .cround May 1.°,
This will be us¢d by both the

school district’s outdoor education

program and the Park.District,

Since the program began on Sept.

15, 2,006 voung young people have

participated over g three month

period. An eight wveek summer

course is also on the agenda.

s ”~

group
scoop nets to col-

project are public

and Immanuel Lutheran parochial
. . .




Elgin (Iil.) Daily Courier-News Friday, April 26, 1968

Tri-District

School Board

- Hears Ziemer

WOODSTOCK — An out-of-
door education program is in
progress in District 47 at Crys-
tal Lake. The director is .NoL-

Bert Ziemer who works in co-
operation with the Crystal Lake
Park District.

The many facets of this pro-

gram were explained by Ziemer
at a Tri-District School Board
dinner meeting at Olson School
Wednesday night with District
72 as host.
. Ziemer explained that the
pond at Veterans Acres is most
useful in the program as now
there are ducks and geese that
fascinate the youngsters.

He told of the preparation
made between the teacher and
pupils prior to a field trip and
the observations when the group
returned to class.

Ziemer discussed the summer
program at Crystal Lake, in-
cluding five instructors and
himself. He sajd that the ses-
sions will operate for two weeks
each and that there are four of
these sessions.

He emphasized the fact that
they are trying to limit the
classes to 15 students each.

He told of the many onjganiza-

tions and the lay committee as-
sisting the progran.

He =-~ded that ‘‘all' learning
does n.¢ come from a book.”

This is a great challenge and
my goal is to encourage other
teachers to become interested
in the program.

Ziemer was introduced by.
Mrs. Marjorie Lutes, president
of the District 72 Board of edu-
cation.

A great amount of enthusiasm
fcr {he program was shown
after the talk and a moving pic-
ture of an out of door education|.
class in action.

At the conclusion of the pro-
gram the three boards present-|-
ed some of their problems and .
programs in progress, Melvin
Belcher, president of District|:
152, discussed negotiations with
the teachers at the high school;
Randall Highsmith, superin-
tendent of District 72, and
Charles Mather, secretary of
the Board told of the advance-
ment of their building program
in the three schools of the dis-
trict and George Rasmussen,
president of school District 10,
and Mrs. Verda Dierzen ex-
plained their junior high school
building program ncw in its
formative stage.

ERIC 1
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2 Crysial Lake, 1. HERALD
- MAY 2, 1968

Students Plant Seedlings at Veteran Acres

Fourth grade students from Central school visited Veter-
an Acres last Friday to plant seedlings as part of their ount-
door education experience under the supervision of Norbert
Ziemer and their classroom tbeacher, Mrs. Jean ¥andke. - |

-, R Y A o &
X 2 v & AT, W

You've got to get right down close to the ground to plant
seedlings, report Roberta Kaiser, loft, and Susie Gulgren, and
. the roots can’t be left above ground level.
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Crystal Leke, Tl. HERALD

MAY 2, 1968

Eleméntary School District 47 in Crystal Lake is sponsor of an
Outdoor Education program federally funded through ‘Title III of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act. ‘The program is directed
by Norbert Ziemer, Policy and organization for the program are
governed by a committee of teachers representing the school districts
involved. Northern Illinois university professor, Doctor Malcom Swan
(standing) discusses the procedure he has developed to evaluate the
program with professional committee membére (1, to r.) back row:
Norbert Ziemer, Elmo Donoho, Betty Christensen, Robert Popp, Peggy

Planting trees calls for water, so the students delegate
own water boys (and girls). Here filling up at the tank
truck are, from left, Keith Lockwood, Susan Lieburn, Mark
Turner and Brenda HFlowers. , ,

Waddell, Barbara. Belpedio, Joe Szucs and Betty Muffler.

RS T RS A
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Leonard Scheel of the outdoor education staif studies a
sample from the pond during the open house at the new na-
iture center at Veteran Acres July 4 as director Norbert
4 | Ziemer looks on.

Crystal Lake, Il. HERALD
JULY 11, 1968

Eileen, Barbara and John Witek study some of the clay
figures made by students in the summer outdoor education
raza. The display was at the nature center in Veteran
'.‘-t‘rf‘ duly 4.

‘:*qtm*u ur"';xt.e b '\/‘vtelan Acr és.
3 Barold Freese of Hill-
chil cue*) are W ayne Sigmund, Bill

b Bart Berning and I
Heel at right, “ny Peaco;l; I

i
Trric 92
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Trips to the Crystal Lake
Park District Nature Center at
Veterans Acres are a part of
the playground program this
summer,

Children are taken by bus
from the various playgrounds
to the park where they are met
by the Outdoor Education
staff . directed by Norbert
Zeimer.

In. the outdoor setting, the
children participate in - hikes
through the woods, are
introduced to a friendly duck
living on the pond and perhaps
hear a story of the martins who
make their home in the high
rise on the island.

A the end of the day, the
children board the bus with the
playground director and return

to the playground where they
relive their experiences.

They also take along the
many treasures they may have
found while on the nature
hike,

In addition, the children on
the playgrounds have also had
the opportunity to make
several field trips with the
Outdoor Education staff,

~=Woodstock (. Daily Sentinel——Monday, July 29, 1968

ROCKS CAN provide many thoughts.
the Gutdoor
ducation program, inaugurated by District
47, found this tu be true. By adding faces
the ordinary rocks ‘become

Children

34
pAr

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Imaginative Faces On Rocks o

) . .
":4 ) I N
2 Rock AMImALS ,
/ . U‘p thé hill ofona. the F°’h“_'°j
! £ ) "'f";d.?"'“f’elﬂ rocks that say.
T ; ST What kind of faze?’
L \ o kb | Wnat Strange onimal ?°
R - . an :‘3"’“.'4":’;"&‘_10_1‘*53!.1 my wa l}'

participating in

These have included trips to
the Morton Arboretum, Illinois
Beach State Park and Trout
Park, Elgin.

Future trips are planned for
Deer Park and White Pines
State Park.

There is no additional
charge for this program and
each play ground in the district
has a trips scheduled.

Woodstock, lllinois, Monday, August 12, 1968

]

Do !.So'u see my Pace?
Lin you ',9""5.'.'15' eyes 7
k dpar !mcw}mah:-q .
ia my aisavise,
- 4 .

The

decorztions.
program continued through the summer
months and is presently in the final week.
(Sentinel Photo)
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Crystal Lake, Il. HERALD
NOVEMBER 28, 1968

Crystal Lake, Il. HERALD |
NOVEMBER 28, 1968

Science Project

Mrs. Patricia Kelly, right, librarian at the Crystal Lake
Public Library, compliments Kevin Mallory, Eric Cook, and
Doug Daugherty, left to right, on the interesting display
case they have arranged there.

The boys included examples of

, stories, and art work which

fﬁ’: sixth graders of OCoventry

school created on field trips to the

Outdoor Educetion Center in Vet-
eran Acres park. : :

Mrs. Robert Christensen, Mr.
Martin Anderson, and Mr. Charles
Peraino, sixth grade teachers at
oventry, enrich the students’ cur-
jdeulum through many direct and
.neaningful experiences.

PO

- Woodstock (IIl.) Daily Sentincl--Monday, Dec. 2, 1968

Veteran Acres

For the Birds

CRYSTAL LAKE -
Yeteran Acres may be for the
oirds this winter. The Outdoor
Bducation Department of
District 47 has pointed ont
that there are many kinds of
birds to be found at feeders, or
in the general area.

It i3 galso noted that the
virds help by eating billions of
insects that annoy or cary
pisease oi harm Crops, lrees,
shrubs and flowers. They also
eat tons of weed seeds.

The types of birds most

[ ERIC

B A v ext Provided by ERIC

likely to be found at the
fecders include black capped
chickadee, white breasted
nuthatch, slate colored junco
and downy woodpecker.

There are others which may
be found which include the red
bellied woodpecker, red
headed woodpecker, hairy
woodpecker, tufted titmouse
and tree sparrow. .

fhere may also be pheasant
and crow, but they are not
likely to be found near feeding
stations.

94
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Stephan Hrncar, center,
holds a salamander which is
part of the aquarium in Mrs.
Barbara Belpedio’s 5th grade
classroom at St. Thomas
school. Watching are, left to
right, Th'eresa Murphy, Ro-
bert Striet, Jay Reckamp,
Mrs. Belpedio, and Shelley
Svejcar.

The aquarium is part of a sci-
ence unit which includes photosyn-
thesis and interrelationships in
nature. The bulletin board has the
caption “A Trip to Veteran Acres”
and was constructed by the 5th
2raders after their recent outdoor
education field trip as part of the
Dist. 47 Title II, ES.E.A. grant.

St. Thomas school is actively in-
volved in this. project with Mrs,
Belpedio ag a m2mber of the Pro-
fessional Committee for the sec-
ond year.
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students from the Cary Elemen-:
tary school system visited Veter-
an Acres to study nature. first-
hand. Cary Schools participate in
the Title III, E.S.E.A. Outdoor
Education project carried on by
School Dist. 47. In this way, they
are able to avail
the materials and eguipment in
the Nature .
well as the director and the secre-
tary of the outdoor education pro-
gram.

Knol] school, under the direction
of Bill Geary and Tom Bretcha,
came ready to think, and to in-
volve their senses of smell, touch,
hearing and seeing in the pine
area at Veteran Acres. This was
part of their science unit on in-
terrelationships in nature.

asked how different wvarieties of
trees are alike and how they dif-
fer. They were also asked to tell
the age of certain trees, if there
had ben any damage done to the
trees during some years, and which
years(s) the trees received more
moisture than other years.

Sth graders were shown how there

plants and animals. There one
could examine trees for evidence

of inser' activity on the leaves.
Such i {s as the tent caterpillar
and ! tall webworm consume
huge witities of leaves. They,

in turk, may become the food of
birds wihich often., ton., spread the
seeds of the tree aiding in the
reproduction of the plant species.

Cary Students Study at Veteran

e

Late in November groups of'

themselves of

Conter facilities, as

Fifth grade students from QOak

Accordingly the students were

While in the wooded area, the

an interdependence between

Depended Upon Plants
Another thing the Oak Knoll

pupils were shown is how the In- -

dians depended upon plants native:
to our area for their food, and how!
they taught the settlers to use
these foods when they arrived in
their Conestoga wagons. For in-
stance, there were the ‘“three sis-
ters” — the pumpkin, beans and
corn (or maize, as the Indians
called it). These native American
plants were basic to the Indian

Bill Geary. 5th grade teacher at Oak Knoll school, Cary,
instruets his students, Jeff Etters, Debbie Eymest, Dana
Dougherty, Morrie Vrtis, Glen Koepke, Debbie Holm, and
Pattie Borgh, during an outdoor education
Acres.

.were well known by the Indians
“" (they are two of over 1000 mem-
bers

. for the young braves. The bark

# potatoes.. Hickory nuts and wal-

diet. Each squaw had a "crop-
patch” near the wigwam.

&Il

Acres 94

trip to Veteran

Rose hips, the red fruit on the.
rose bush, and wild crab apple

of the rose family). The
Europeans adopted the orchard
and its fine fruit. The Algonquin
Indians got their name for chew-
ing the “cambium” (inner bark)
of a pine tree. It is sweetest and
best in spring as the sweet sap
flows, though messy, The closed
pine cones were brought in and
warmed, for the seed was a basie
food. The green coneg are sweet in
the spring and served as lollipops

was often bolled and baked with
meat bones into a cake, then
smoked for winter eating or as a
traveling food.

The red fruit of the sumac was
used as a drink or just held under
the tongue as refreshmemt for
a ranner. An arbor vitae branch
~r hemloek could serve as a poor
sulistitute for tea or coffee. Maple
sugar was used as a food and as
a sweetener -— or to flavor a
brave's meal with maple sap. Fern
root was peeled and roasted over a
fire, or ground for bread.

! Ground nuts found at the edge
of the forest were uscd as we use

nuts were boiled for their grease
and used with meat for pemmican
{dried lean meat, pounded into a
paste with fat and preserved in
the form of pressed cakes). This
was a high energy food, The acorn,
most important to the Indian, was
their potato, which was boiled
twice, thfen roasted and used as &
paste. The roots of cow parsnip,
Solomon’s seal, and spring beauty
are nutritious and good. Giant
ragweed, pigweed, and lambs quar-

ters were cultivated for their seeds, ’

Crystal Late, Il. HERALD
 DECEMBER 19, 1968
75 -

teaches at Maplewood school,
Cary, discusses the powers of
observation with Dennis Pa-
quette, an 8th grade student.

Mrs. Martha Crane, who

Eighth Grade Trip :

Also taking a trip to Veteran
Acres were eighth graders from
Maplewood School under the di-
rection of Homer Dahlin and Mrs.
Martha Crane. The eighth graders
had as their objectives to sharpen
their powers of observatioh, to see
- the need for conservation, to find

Interelationships in nature, to use
microscopes, to coliect and com-
pare various objects they found
In nature, such as. moss, fungus,
land feathers, and to record: their
; observations.
l . The students were shown that
"living things depend upon ang in-
teract with thcir environment and
that many organisms depend.upon
other organisms for food. For
this reason, they had to make
field observations of the - food-ob-
-taining activities of many differ-
ent living things.

Another concept brought out
was that life on earth is interde-
pendent. Part of the learning cen-'
tering around this concept would
be going to an area where dJif-
ferent kinds of land could be ob- .
served and discussing how man’
has upset the balance of nature.
in the different areas. Students.
would be asked io formutate an
opinion frem their observations as'
to what the area might have been
like 100 or 200 years ago and how .
man can help maintain the bal-:
ance in nature. 1

Microscopes were important to’
the eighth graders as they visited '
the pond and collected pond or-:
ganisms for further study. In this
way, they were to discover that
there are both aquatic communi-
ties and terrestial communities,
From all reports, the field trip
for these students from Cary was
a complete success.
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Pupils at Immanuel Lutheran school, under the direction
of Robt. Popp, recently completed art projects in connection
with the ontdoor education program at Veteran Acres, Set-
ting up the projects for display at ihe Crystal Lake Bublic
Library are, left to right, Norbert, Ziemer of the Nature Cen-
ter, Dee Ann Pfundt, Nancy Bertram, Glen Hubert, Patricia
Kelly, librarian, and John Stephan.

This pertfect replica of Fort Dearbor is no di

at the Veteran Acres Nature Center in Crystal ga?{g If%azg
made by Dan Pearson, an 8th grade student at Orchard St.
school, who studied long hours before construcing the scale

Isne:drﬁl .of the fort to dimensions he had found through re-
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ird Cuab Plans
March 8 O,MImg,,
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First of their 1969 trips will

be taken by members ‘of
McHenry county" chapter of
Iinois Audubon Society, Mar,
8, when they will drive to
Rockfdrd. There they will tour
the Burpee Natural History
museum on N. Main St.

Meeting \at 8:45 a.m., they
will be welcomed by Milton
Mahlburg, museum director.
He will take them on a tour of
the exhibits, which show many
birds, including a . whooping
crane, animals,” shells and
rocks, also an Indian room in
the making.

After the viewing, rolls and
¢offee will be served by bird
club members Florence and
George Baker and Mrs. Mildred
Zoellick, all of Belvidere.

Save’ Allerton Park
petitioning was handled in
Cary, Woodstock and Crystal

- Lake stores and banks by many

Audubon and garden club
members and other volunteers
including 4-H membeérs in Cary
and Explorer Scouts in Crystal

e. This was the major effort
Feb. 20-22 in places of
business, but the campaign will
be continued by individuals for
another two weeks. Anyone
who would like to sign a
petition is invited to phone
Mauricc  Watson of Crystal
LaKe, . president of the
McHenry- county . chapter of
IAS, or Mrs. Clyde Titus of
Crystal Lake, chairman of the
local Allerton campaign, who
will endeavor to get petitions
to them.

This 1,500 acre Allerton
park approximately half way
between Champ.ign and
Decatur is now threatened with
40 per cent destruction by
Osakley dam and reservoir
proposed by the Army Corps
of Engineers. The petitions
addressed to federal and state
legistators plead preservation of
the park for the enjoyment and
education of this and future
generations. Conservationists
and civilian engineers urge
alternative plans for solving
Decatur’s water supply
problem which would not
flood the park cos§
$65,000,000

That natural beauty  was
emphasized at the McHenry
County bird club’s February
meeting, which was held in the
new Outdoor Education Center
in Veteran Acres park, Crystal
Lake. Director Norbert Ziemer
presented color slides showing
some of the thousands of
children and teachers who have
studied not only biology, other
sciences - and art but also

-'mathematics, language artsand "

sociology in the Center and
Veteran Acres park. ,

. The center was éstablished
and is financed by the Crystal

77

Lake park district and schools
in unique cooperative
arrangement -~ Dist. «7,.
Immanuel Lutheran and. St.
Thomas schools in Crystal
Lake, and public schools in
Cary, Fox River Grove, Prairie
Grove and Ridgefield. It is
supplied with equipment such
as a mobile laboratory, 40
microscopes, a film library,
projectors for films and film
strips, plant models, a weather -
station, tape recordings, etc. by
the federal government under
Title 3 ESEA (Elementary
Secondary Education '~ Act).
About 1,000 yards of nature
trail has been created with -
wood chips donated by
Commonwealth Edison Co.,

‘with spikes and stakes given by

Rosenthal’s of Crystal Lake.

So successful has been the
work at the Center that Ziemer
has been invited to help
teacherss promote similar -
education in numerous other
areas even as far away as
Albuquerque, N.M., where he
gave a slide presentation at the
Unjvérsity of New Mexico in
January of this year. .

The meeting in the Center
ended with refreshments, far
more elaborate than the
“mid-hike” food the birders
are .used to, but generously
supplied - by Mrs. Vera
Churchill, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde
Titus and Miss Bertha
Anderson, all of Crystal Lake.

1



o Gyt Leke, B, HERALD
i MAY 29, 1969
) North 6th Gragers
- |Plant Seedlings at
i Veteran Acres

.- Tim Struglameier, sixth grade

; teacher ¢ North sehoul pl.anned

i | Several fiedd “"Pb 0 Vetersn Acres
: as part " conservation

unit, .,-D‘ sty

- The: objective of the most

: mo’rc, not to be cwudm,o
fiey have oy o &edluw~
A X many seefilings

, 't North schoo
: aErg ANOIE he ocin-
}x lmenu Dewsi,

EMC
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Th.e 1dent1f1catlon of trees was part of the fleld tnp to
Veteran Acreg taken by 8th grade students from Maplewood
school on May 21. Taking part in the study of trees were,
left to vight, Bob Dickman, Gerry Stroner, Mike Ashmore,
Cheryl Neil, ingtructor Homer Dahlm and Debbie Ha.tchefr

Homer Dahlin and his 8th gmde
students from Cary's Maplawood
schoal took a ﬁield tnp to Veteran
Acres in Lake last week.
ﬂ;empwasthemlrdofasemes
for the students dunmg the school
Year.

Objectives for this trip were parnt

of the total unit on ecology, the|s

study of the mutual relations be-
tween organisms and their environ-

mernft. ‘As pamt of their stxudxes on
the tnip, 'the siidents used the
“Master 'Tree Finder,” a booklet
designed, to aid them in identlfying
various trees in the area and deter-
rnining how the trees help man.

Teanhers Cary have partici.
pated in the outdoor education pro-
gram’'s workshops this year and
shared curriculum materials as a
part of the Title III, E.S.E.A, pro-
eot.
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criptive themes
- geason of spr
-the creative English themes
to right) : Pamela Jankowsk
and ‘Peter Swenson,

Relating outdoor educal
ations is standard procedure
sons was one conducted b

{ instructor Miss Virginia -
guage arts class participated in a
" Education Center at Veteran Acres.
about their experiences with nature in the
and shown with a bulletin board display of
are four of the participants (left
i, Stephanie Fischer; Steve Peck

B Crystal Lake, IIl."HERALD

JUNE 5, 1969°

i

tion to classroom learning’ situ-
in Dist. 47. Typicul of such les-
y junior high school language arts
Croghan after her 8th grade lan-

field trip to the Quidoor
The students created des-

|

Dale Puralewski, Marl Pobursky, Steve Pedse (rear),
Mary Ann Howie (back to camera), Don Edge, andt(-'Anzd)’
,‘lq\{dp?‘%mnu%sqn ggbsg%-}\qut sameMof -%ﬁhdrgmati;&ohamges whic{
' g brings with it, as Mrs. William Wi

; interesting facts and anecdotes. Wingte r?leates some

\ _How can we identify this tree? | This was one section of & threly
‘What are some of the outstanding |part field trip using the outdoor-
i characteristics? These were some educatijon center at Veteran Acres
.of the questions asked ,as’ Mis. |as the focal™ point. Instructors
| Willlam Wingate of Crystal Lake | Chuck Peraino, Mys. Robent Chris~
recently helped the teachers guide |tiansen, and Martinn Anderson pre-’
the three Coventry school sixth |pared unusual direct and meaning-
grade classes through a matural | ful experiences- in math, science,
,area near Cbvered Bridge Trails. | and art for the all day trig
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Cook County Naturalist Charles A, Westcott, 2nd from

right discusses some of the wonders and complexities of bird

I feathers with, left to right, Lorrie Walters, Kurt Fetzner,
W. S. Wingate, Keith Wildinson, and Alice Pilz.

V' ‘The first fieldtrip of the sum-
lmer nature program at Veteran
.Acres, for this year, was to the
u(‘ralbt‘ree Farm, of the Cook Coun-
‘ty 'Forest Preserve.

The 1,100 acres offer a wvariety
fof bird habitats, Thirty four chil-
idren, who were enrolled in the
first session, observed and com-
.pared natural reforestation, as well
.as man's efforts. They saw how
\the bluebird houses in this area
:were being investigated and dis-
! turbed by curious raccoon and
mice.

iThe large pond whs a beauhfufb

,sight with the flock of Canadian

80/3I
100

Children Take Trip to Crabtree Farm

Geese majestically floating on its
surface. The first captive Canadian
Geese were brought here by A. L.
Eustice. in the 1930's. Also note-
worthy was the rearing of the
Greater Prairie Chicken here sev-
eral years ago, marking the first
successful rearing of this native
grouse under captive conditions
for release purposes
or the chlldrern the highlight
of the fieldtrip was the sighting
of a family of Red-Tailed Hawks,
leisurely cireling overhead, as they
glided on the drafts of buoyant air.
William Wingate and Norbert
Ziemer are- coordinators for the
summer nature program.
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,EMEMBERS OF THE CLASS FOR THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED at District 47’s North School,

took an outdoor education field trip to Veteran Acres last week. Pictured gathered around the pond
and feeding the gecse are Clayton Hussey, teacher, Lillian Forsberg, Peggy Franz, Mrs. Aima Green,
Cathy Chereck, Roger Neifson, Timmy Peterson, student teacher, Kathy Kunze, Susan Bryant, outdoor
»d. director, Norb Ziemer and (behind him) physical therapist, Mrs. Giselia Higgins.

Physically Handicapped
Enioy Outdoor Education

Six members of a class for
ahysicatly hanairapoed
a ccwhicn 1w bemg aeld

AR

sell

2 RVI VS TOR Y
Lo bl el o
algrag o beia
dueation and in teaching the
ohysicall haindicapped.

The students were et @y il
Nature Center by [Hstrive 177
ot i

frld v omdael el
skull of 3 cow. The students
were delighied fhat iney weir
oy Seei
fner.
ERiE

a0

made of. They were
projecis cther
made from

IC
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objects found in natire.
Later on. the stedents went
SUut 0 he w esecve Lo
oo R i

studeilis
aber Lo ioed
Uwid aed ncaliohy

From there they weat dowa
to the pomis edge to feed
bread tn tiie ducks. Much to
the chidren’s delight, the flock
of geese which also inhabit the

proad. decided to join the
gatheving and their toud
honking aod funny antes

entertainad evervoie.

Tho siudents also spent shie
tecting weeks which
dhiey had studied about in
schant Tha three nurposes of
et o w20 (1) to observe
the similarities 2nd differences
5 >t and geede; (2)
> land asimals in
potis, and (31 to fiad
plaasin 2oin
hetr gaily readas, aad with
the elp oi wheir teachers they
accomplished all three goals.
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" Fifth Graders Study Nature in Action

' Immanuel Lutheran school. .science supervisor Robert
Panp, 2nd from left, identifies plants with fifth gr

ight, John Vesely, Heather Capps, Doug

Younger, and

t Crostel Laks, fll. HERALD
SEPTEMBER 25, 1969

Tim Stephan, Mr. Popp, Bill Raye, Bill Ball, John Vese

ly, and Heather Capps, left to right, hike along a trail it

Veteran Acres.

There must have been quite a
few nervous mwothers in Crystal
Lake last Friday. .

That’s the day that fifth graders
of Immanuel Lutheran school,
under the directi:n of science
supervisor Robert Popp, took a
field trip to Veteran Acres ' and
one of the objectives of their trip
was to learn to identify poison
ivy. Apparcently: they had been
taught well in the classroom be-
forehand, for at this writing there
were no repurted cuses of the rash
among the student body. .

Actvally the fifth graders plan-

ned several ohjectives for the taip. ]

I First was a'hike on a trail through
the woods where they, svere to not
only’ identify the “poisonous” weed,
but also look for varvious kinds of
trees, collecting one leaf and sced
from each type ¢f tree that was
found. The fifth g..'ers also de-
cided themselves to find and iden-
tify fungi, lichen, mosses, and

ferns which grow in the wmwoods.

Questions  which arose during
the trip included “Why do irees
fall?” and “What becomes of fall-
en trees?” Of course, they were
also told to look for signs of the
approaching Autumn.

The next step on the field trip
was a hike on a “urairie trail” to
find evidenee of how seeds spread
and to collect enough sceds to
make a lab study. Then they went
to the pond to look for sceds of
water plants and to try to answer
the question “How do these plants
multiply?”

Later, the studenis used micro-
scopes in the Outdoor Education
Center to observe the Jleaves,
seeds and flower parts that they
had collected and further identify
their findings. As the last part of
their assignnient, they had to
make one detailed drawing of one
of the items observed.
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Wbodstock () Déily Sentinal—Friday, September 26, 1969-

Art In Nature
Offered By
County College

Among the adult education,
non-credit courses offered by
the McHenry County College
for the fall term, will be *““Art
in Nature”,

The class will meet Tuesday,
Sept. 30, at 7 p.m. in the
Nature Centeér Building, at 330
North Main Street. (North of
Route 176) )

The classes will be
instructed by Norbert Ziemer,
Outdoor Education director
for District 47.

“use of materials from nature
and normal media representing
nature. The various media used
includes wood, clay, dried
flowers, fruits. nuts, berries,
‘grvdsses, pine cones and plaster
“of Paris.

Guests instructors are
scheduled for various art and
craeft areas including: dried
natural
sculpture, plaster casting, pine
cone crafts and Christmas
projects.

The class will meet. each
Tuesday beginning at 7 p.m.
Registration may still be made
on the first class meeting. The
cost will be $12.50.

~

The program consists of the:

arrangements, clay -

O

ERIC
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Grystal Lake, II. HERALD
SEPTEMBER 25. 1969 |

“Arts in Nature”
Will'Be Offéred.
at Nature Center

e, .

lAmong the adidt: dduca!tlm non-
credlt courses offered by the
Henty .County. Opllegefor the-fall
termn will be “Art in Nna:tme"

: _:aﬂmbeﬁalsfmﬁnatunemw.

Mg- | wood, hteia gﬁ,&dﬂed ﬂawms. ﬁﬂdfs;

B

m’llze class ;}vﬂl S;npietaéor ﬁh§ fust
s , at 7.p.
lnﬂ'nemecen b\ﬂld&.ngm
330 N. Main st. (north’ of - Ribe,
176). Classes will be instructed by.

Norbert Ziemer, . Outdom: =
m_ du'ector, fori Dust. 47
The prmgmm consists: of Iihe use

-represen natume,
The va.nous media u?eq'g includes

"

m lecturing on hamral arraige-
for-fall banquets and other

at seasanal reﬂaﬁd‘actiwﬂes, will en-

rith_the]

ZTHe clbss wAll theet each Tues-
"day, begmning at 7 pm. Registra-
tion may be made and fees

&uﬂva t qlass meeting,

mdphasherotrms Guestmsm

W
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¥ CRYSTAL LAKE HERALD, NMovember 27, 1965

NORBERT ZIEMER, left, director of Outdoor Education for
School District 47, points out a black cherry tree at Veteran Acres
to Robert D. Furry, center, and Dr. George Reutter of the State
Office aof Public Instruction. Mr. Furry is the supervisor.of special
rojects for Title 11 ESEA, under which the Outdoor Education |
gram is operated, and Dr. Reutter is assistant director for
evaluatibn, Crystal Lake’s Title I project was developed by
Robert Blazier, assistant superintendent of District 47.

Following the study of plants and seed s
]{l(c;})ssall ?‘}“} her 2nd grade class at West schosc;l ﬁs&ie%lds%lﬁ:
1;o Y dh 'v‘-:’,‘a‘é}'uzl _Acres and around their school grounds. Left
For al;xi écﬁﬁilséggglﬁrggyﬂel\d‘rs.dKlgps-ell, Carole Janokowski
3 2115 €, an " ing ing
to beautify their school gr333§s. cark doing some planting
. ‘Crystal Lake, Il. HERALD
| EMC : NOVEMBER 27, 1969
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Fifth Graders Return is tie Days of doncers aid n dldnfs;

As families across the nation
enjoyed their Thanksgiving meals
last week, many conversations
turned to the first Thanksgiving,
and’ everyong expressed his idras
cf what life might ' 1ve bzen lik>
for the pioneers and Indians cof
early America. In Crystal Luke
this year, there was at least one
gwuu of “experts” on tho subject

" Members of Miss Vivian Linden's
fifth grade class at Narth, schocl
studied a unit cn life in early
Amevica, They spant much of the
time learning abosut this country's
Indiang ani about how they met
everyday needs.

“We learned abcut the tribes
and the arrcwhoads and bows and
arrdas,” said Deanne Rhodes, one
of many class memb2rs who were
moore than iwilling to share their
recently-gained -kncwledge with
others, )

i - A couple of the boys in the class
together explained that in order
to hunt for food, the Indians form-
ed arrowheads. The arrcixheads
wdre either attached to sticks
and thrown or used with, a boiw,
they said, adding that the arrow-
heads were sharpened on rocks.

The wilderness supplied the In-
dians with' other food tco. Corn
‘(malze as the Indians called it),
‘beans and pumpkins (mcludmg
the squash) were three native
American plantg that mere basic
to the Indian diet and probably
found their places on the first
 Thanksgiving table.

. Rose hips, the red fruit on the
rose bush, was another common

\

food for the Indians. Apples are
members of the rose family, tut

the Indians only knew the
hip and the wild crabs. The u
hn is a miniatuve apjs: §
mst onice frozen amwd Duswod it
wasn't until after the wuropeans
began settling the new-found land
that the orchard and its fine fruits
were adopted, the chuldren learnud.
The Algonquin Indians got their
nams for chelwing the “‘cambium”
inmer bark of the pine tree. It's
'sweet and best in spring as the
“sweet sap florws., The seed of the
pine cones, tco, wag basic food.
.The young green Cones were so
dweet that in spring they were
the young brave's “lollipops.” ‘the
bark was often boiled and baked
‘with meat bones info a cake, then
’smorked for winter eating or 1 avel-

i mg

Crystal Loke, . HERALD
DECEMBER 4, 1969

ot

aln W

MELTING PARAFFIN. over a campflre at the Natum
center are Miss Vivian Linden (on left), Norbert Ziemer,!
director of the outdoor education program, and fifth graders,
Pat Babbington, Deanne Rhodes and Bob Gustafson. . '
paraffin was used by the students to make candles. a

BRINGING TREASURES in from the wodfs are (from
left) Debi Knowles, who brings sumac that will be used to
make dye, Kathy Masci, with a nest, and Cheryl Maish, who -
brings a bucketl of twigs. With them are Bernice Wheeler, a i
graduate student, in outdoor cducation ai Northern Jllinois
University, and Nnrh(?.'t;_‘y__,ie,‘m:},r. |
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‘What the students read about
and talked about in the classroom

began to have more meaning for

:them as they assumed roles of the
'early Americans and brought their
classroom knoywvledge into  the
“wilderness” of the Outdoor Edu-
cation Nature cent'r on soveral
occasions.,

¢ During ‘one visit to the c<un-
ter, the students begun the
day by taxing a hike through
the woods and gathering woad for
a fire, pine cones for an art pro-
Ject and materials to be used as
sources for dyes.

“We broke the wood and ar-
ranged it in a teepeet style for
the firg,” :.gxplained Bob Gustal-
sat * “We’ used paper with the
woad to get it started,” he added.

“And we had to Lave uckets
of water in case something hap-

pened to the fire,” Drew Freund

offered.

The students wvnjoyed a meal
cooked over the campfire, even
though it dign't feature ton many
of the Indian’s favorites. The boys
and girls cooked hot dogs and
hot chocolate.

The youngsters learned that
both the Indians and pioneers col-
ored cdoth mith materials found
in mature. S.mig of the materials
used by them were berries, stems,
bark, nutshells, seads and grasses.
The eager students scoured the
wioods for as many of the items
as they could and came up with
berries, sumac leaves and stems,
bark and nutshells. In lieu of
grass, Norbert Ziernor, director of
the center, fuimished them vin
spinach, /

When they returned to riw bl
ing, wthe boys and givks jiaced Cuwe
collected materials intu kettleg of
water. Through experimentation
they learned that the intensily
of the color depends on  the
amount of water used and on
the length of time it is boiled.
. For example, the sumac leaves
turn the mater any color from
yellow to red depending on how
long they are boiled. Most of the
dyes made from native materials
produce soft colots in contrast to
the brilliant colors produced by
commercial means.

The children also found out that
the material to be dyed shouid
first be ‘Washed wiih soap and
wiater =~ and thcroughly rinsed.
Many materialg will not take dyes
;well and, will fade easily wntil

> S A ‘ IS
PINE CONES gathered in the woods are made into-

owls and mice by members of the class, (from left) Jill Giles,
Bill -Jacobs, Jackie Finn and Drew Freund. The students
planned to determine what kinds of weeds were used in the
nest by putting the nest in water and watching the weeds

grow,

the Indians of long ago as well|the string was held up to-cool. As

they arce first treated with a meor-
dant, & chemical avhich will help
absorly and keep . the color, The
dyes are strained through choese
clsth s * then reboiled, along with
the aviad being dyed. Again,
e boiiing  thae determiines the
color of the materiad. The maier-
il is rinsed and dried in a shaded
place,

A seeond project andertakon by
the students wis the 1making
of candles.  Since  the  ocarly
Americans had no electricity, they
had to depend on fires of one sort
or another for light after dark.
The candle provided a portable
light for them.

Although beeswax is the best
wax to use forr candles, the stu-
dents used paraffin for theirs. They
melted the wax over a fire and
learned that they could melt cray-
ons. along with the wax to ~wo-
duce colored candles. String was
used, for the wicking and knots
were tied on both ends.

The candles were made by dip-
ping tha wicking in and out of
the paraffin. Between cuch dip,

- 107
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the wax began to adhere to the
string, the candlemakes had to be
carcful to cemove the candle quick-
ly so that it did not melt in the.
hot wax. The students used their
fingers to shape the candles.

The pine cones the children.
found in the woods were used to
make ornamental adimals —- such
as mice, awls or turkeys. Perhaps
this is the kind of toys the pion-
coers made for their children, they
guessed.

Deanne Rhodes enj{)yed making
the animals and was anxious to
explain that eyes iwere made with
split peas and that the animals
were glued to pieces of tree bark
as a stand. . '

The excursions to the Nature
center are a big part of the unit
on carly America for the children,
for it is by doing that they come
to a greater understanding of what
they are studying.

Playing the parts of Indians and
pioncers for a day helped the chil-
dren gain a better picture of the

- Indian's story.
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Ten Schools Have
Representatives on
1970 O.E. Commlttee

Ten, schools in Crystal Lake and'
the surrounding area have repre-
sentatives on the 1970 Outdoor
'Education Committee which works
with Norbert Ziemer, Director of
O.E. for School Dist.-47.

The representatives are: Cary
— Homer Dahlin; Central — Jean
Handke; Covent.ry ~— Carol Rob-
: ‘ 'bins; - Lun Jr. High —. Jan
: i : Jenkins, Jim 'Mattern; North _—
: Nancy <Carroll, Vivian Linden;
| North Jr. High — Betty Cl'msten-
! . sen; South — Rosemary Fosse,’
; Janiy Kees; West — Carol Demp-
sey, Lynn Frazier, Jo Oliver; Im-
manuel Lutheran — Robert Popp;
St. Thomas' — Sister Man'y Zach-

‘ary..
. The sxx major functlons of the
advisory committee are

1. Consult' with and ad\mse the
i | activities of the outdoor education
director on policies, emphases, and,

program;

2. Provide for face-to-face
communjcations between the out-
door education program ahd  the
. teachers in the schoal each com-
| qutbeoe member represents;

3. Provide ‘feed-back” to the
director as to the 'rece.ptLon of the
outdoor program in each school;

4. Assist in planning and car-’
rying out in-service educatmnal
activities;

5. Encourage and assist teach-
ers to use the resources af the outx
door education program;

6. Meet with the director to
discuss any of the above or any|
‘other problems which appear ap-'
propriate either to the commit-.
tee members or the du-ector

;
;
i
i
!
3
!
i
i
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District 47 Board

| Approves 1970-71

Salary Schedule

Members Also Give Okay
to Outdoor Ed.

Budget

)

Norbert Ziemoar, director of the
Outdoor Education Center, appear-
ed at the board meéting and gave
a report on the first' three years
of the outdoor education program.

financed

‘Heretofore, it has been

by the Title III program of federal
aid to education which granted

,$35,000 for its operation. It had
ibeen known that these funds would

only be available for three years to
launch and get established such
a program. Ziemer and Howard
Sehneider, assistant superintcndent
for business, worked together to

‘draw a budget of $26,000 so the

pregram can continue and Le sup-
ported by District 47. This was
presented to the board.

Ziemer showed slides of the pro-
gram -activities and told of his
pleasure with its progress. He
noted that over 3,000 students par-
ticipated at Veterah Acres last
Year from S‘eprbember to Decem-
‘ber. He said that teaebecr—studemt
planning and folloiv-up have im-
proved steadily and stated that
the program has been involved
with “interrelationships in nature’’
all along, and now there is a

.strong national emphasis on ecol-

ogy. “The seeds are falling om
fertile ground,” he said and pro-
ceeded to read a letter from pub- |
lic librarian, Mrs, Patricia Kelly.
In it she sa.xd how worthwthile the
outdoor edutation display case at
the library has been. |
Board members praised the value
of -the outdoor education programs
and its director. They voted unani-
meusly to accept the budget for
next year. Superintendent Corbyn
by explained that some par-
txapamon and financia! support
‘may be forthcoming from near-by
‘school districts. He envisions the
Crystal Lake facilities as servic-
ing an area of 10,000 students be-
sides local ones,

9Q
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ceeystel Laddes as well sy aiiuss ihe country, tiach year the
- Liis fasliog special Arbor Day coerenicnies and this year they
nlal e \mni it lub On Arbor Day, awards were presented to the winners
of the (‘O'lacl wm« N nnster ccntest conducted in the tifth grade classes of all Crystal Lake schools.
Here Central sciioul winners Che isty Tipps and Jerrol Golden plant a tree at the Nature Center.
Looking on are, left to right, their teacher Mrs. Seal, Mrs. Clyde Titus, Mrs. Greg Streb, Norb
Zierner, and Mg Lee Bivdeomann, pres. of the C.1. Garden Club. Other Central school winners were
Nancy Oleson, dMartin Woeny, Colleen Browne, Karen Yankala, Karen Kufuhl, Maureen Sullivan,
and Guger Turiier.
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