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POLITICAL AUD SOCTAL CHALGE

) Slnce the end of the Second No *1d War, the word 'development!
has assumed "reater 51gnificance and increased usege in many parts’
or the world, especially anony leaders and their followers in the
so - calleo 'developing countries' In these nmerging countries,
development ia & subject which conrtitutes an importent'platforn
for practically every political partj conteeting a general election
with the hope of winning a majority of oeats and forming a government.
But many people who talk sbout tdevelopnent! do not always know about
the problems of planning for development. Often, their ideas of
national pr*orities for development are confined te those p“ojeots
and ser\ices in which they nave an inmediate 1nterest.

I wolcome very much the organieation of this Seminar by the

Adult Education Association of Zamb‘q, to discuss specifically the role

of adult education in development, This is a relevant theme for
the Seminar at the time when our Government ie about to take stoclk
of our achievements in imple'nentmb the F*rst Pcur Year National

. Dovolopment Plan mhich is expected to finish on June 30, 1970. For,

ulalthouPh we all wan* to see in future a lot of deve Lopoent everywhere,

in the ehortest tine possible, tlore is usually no agreement &t all on
priorities to be alloceted the linited funds at our di.sposal, The
long tern goals which we seek to achieve are known: <o insreate’
domestic product, to educate ond train our moet valuable resource, the
unman boings, to lover infenu mortality and imp ove living stahdardd,
to provide bettur means of transpo t and conminication, to increase
wage - earnin” opportunities and 80 forth. An? yet the crucial and -
painfulsoueeticn‘pereiete' by what metnods can these’ goale be
achiequ'with‘facility aug in a ehoru s}uce of  time? '

. However, in moet ieveloping countries in Africa and eleewhere,‘
it is aocepted that education should be niven a high priority in the
developunent programmes, <Jhere are various reasons for thiss Apart
fron economic and socisl considerations, the need to provide more
and’ better.facilities for edication in our co.atries is a polltical
imperative, The citizene want wore education for themeelvas and
their, children because high education i¢ pasociated with preet‘go,
succepa and¢ happiness, After all, they believe that in the colonial
papt the white man enjoyed the couforts of life - big“carg, a big
house, radlogran and domestic servants - bectuse he was highly educated!
Though exeggerated this notion is nonethelees basically oorreot.
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But whatever priority is accorded to education and training
in any deyolopment programue, an educational planner has still to
determine other priorities within the education eector itself, Should
nore -pney be spent on primary education or secondary education? Is
the expangion of faoilities for technical education (craft, teohniclan
and sub- professional levele) not more urgent that the expan51on of the
School of Humanitiee in the Univerelty° What is the place and ﬂunction
,of adult education in future development programme«> '

To my 1ind, the conclusionr of thib Semlnar chould uroV1de
consiructive and 1nterestvn° Jugge tlons ubout the effect1ve role
of adult education in development and tb; prlorlty wnich it ought to
be given within the education sectoi. Jy own views on thls subJect
are clear, Adult Education is undoubtedly & dynanic factor»for
. promoting all forme of development; Itg effect on'political and social

In diecuesing adult cducatnon and poiitical and social change,
1 should make 1t elear that uy renarks wili nave *eievance primar*ly
zto the Zamblan grene with which I have m)re intimate knowledge. Howevel,
.1 believe. that some- of ny observatﬁons will have relevance to situations
in a number of African countiies which are more or Teee at the same

level of Jdovelopacnt as Zanbia,

In. all but a few independent countries in Africa, owinn mainly
to the neglcet of education by our former coloninl maatere, uhe '
stooks of educated and trained manpower aro inadoquwte.' In uany Airvcan
countriesy including Zambia, "the sholtago of educated and trained
nanpower has pereieted long aftor the a*tainment of Independence.
The seriousness of this problem may be noted fron the following
statietice of estimaled stocks of educated Afxiuans detormined by
highest examination paseed by pereono eitting in P rthern Rhodeeie
before liay, 1963 '

TABLE'} ¢ - : : . )

" Fducational Levol -~ lales Females -  Total:
'Sts.ndard 1v_ o 86,900 23,300 -+ 1104200
Stondard Vi Y 28,200 4,200 7 32,400

CFormII T T 3,040 0 U480 - v 4,420

‘Sohool certiiicate 7 884 - 77 . 961

ot ———— |t . A , . ) L . o
* UN/ECA/RAO0 Econormic Survey liission on the Economie Development

of Zambia, .92
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In Zambia the stocks of educated nanpower were barely adecguute. to

meet the requirementyg of the public rervice and the private sector for
professional énd adninistrative grades after Independence, In 1965,

the total size of educated meanpower was nearly 1,500 and 6,000 Zambians
in posseszion of Fopm Y and Form I certificates respectivelys yet

it was known that the 1965 requircments of educated and skilled manpower
were about 4,000 persons in the administrative and professional

grades, and nearly_lS,OOO others in the niddle rankstof gov ernnent

service, in commerce, industry and other fields,**

The imbalanoe in the opportunities for cducation extended to
tha people of Africa by our past colonial masters is revealed nore
startingly by the level of literacy achieved in Northern Rhodesia a year
before Indepeudence. of the estiimated total population of 3,435,218
Afric&ns in 1963, 2,316 099 had neyer been to g2hogl .at all, *¥* In
other words, approximately 65 por cent of the African population has..’
illiterate, and the majority of the illiterate persons were women
nostly 1iving in tba rural areas: It is intoresting to note that only
689, 951 Afrioans weTe estimated to have received some education jn
school before 1963 and about half this nruber vere actually in. school
at the tine nf the African Populaticn Census of 1963, In some parts of
the countiry, due to the uneven distribution of educational facilities
before Independence, the degrec of illiteracy was as high as 80%,
For exenple, io the Keaampa District the total nunber of persons registored
in the Census of 1963 was 33,875 of whom 28,240 persons, approximately
83% had never»peen.to eohool..

The problem of illiterocv is nc* peculiar to /ambia only, It is
oue of the world's most presaing problems requiring full-scale attack,
with tha oooperation of the United Hations agoncies and the more doveloped
~ountries, wherever it exﬁs.s on a large scale, For example, sround
1950 adult ilJiteracy wa3 estimated as follows in selected -African
countries:* (sece page 4)

*x J.il. lwanakatwe, Gromth of Education in’ Laubia |
since Independence (0,U,P. Luea?a 1968), p. 58 '

L Statiptical Year-book of Zaabia (1968). ppe5~9
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TABLE 2

Al

country . Bxtent of Illiteracy |
Pt grama T e ST g5 L ogod
Renya '~~~ 0 o T LS iigag .
Cgelewe o OCUERE oo gn L ged
fgerial < 0 2. T T 85 . 907
Sierra Leone ST U 9o L gsd .
Tanganyika - P o gy - '95%‘:"..-
Uganda ) 70 - 75% |
Swaziland R N géﬂ_:
“.gambia T C 90-;»?5%:,

At Independence there were just' over one million jliiterate adilts’
in Zambisa who represehnted neawsly”two-thirds offthe'eduli“popuiafion; '
Fro# 'the fighre: in Tablé 2, it cén be inferred reaBOnably that all
African-p6unt¥ies are also confronted with the’ problem of’ addlt .
11¥iterdoy, ‘and in some ¢f’ thém the ‘problen is ‘mére serxous than 1n
zanbia, ‘Ard- s0:the Conferercd of Africen States on “the Development |
of ‘BEausation in-Africa, held in‘Addis Ababa in ./Tay, 1961, reco:‘ied ‘ L
this comment on ‘the' significance of adult’ educatfon- 3 ;“ | ‘ |
R T B N BT Y PR TR R T I IO R TS S C A S S ;
. ‘The exXpahsion ond dévelogent of“hdﬁlt'eddcétion":u
s leal 2 .pPogrnmnes -is an essenticl and ‘'vitdl folindation
i ighdicompletient to the advance of Formal edication |
at all levels, In a region where it ig cstimated =~ !
that 100,000,000 people cso unable to read and write
prosrahines of adult.éducetion pose probibms of” '
s enormous dimensions, A1t educatioh p?ogrammae

“uchoawsr - are ebsentiel’ in promotirg a productivo understahding -
L.itc of grest soolal-and teohhical changes which are = s
- facihg the aduilt edutatior members of the African

community.*

The probleus of illiteracy and ignorance apart, there are other
serious probleus which beeet countriee on the Af1ican contemporary
scene, In most Afrioan countries poverty ig widespread,lmilliona
~{ people eke out barely a pubeistence living. There are great
difficulties of controlling owtbreaks of epidenmics.and ‘providing : ,
medical treatuent exceot in areas where the fortunate few enjoy
benefits of hospital facilitics, Yet, paradoxically, in the midet

\ ‘: ’
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of hunger, poverty and disecase the recent population explosion

in Africa has made it impossible for Governments to wipe out
uffectively man's scourges of ignorance, superstition, hunger and
disecase,  lfeasured .against the'existing_demanq for euployment,
universal primary education, new houges in both urban and:rurél .
areas, new hospitals, clinics und other urgent social services,

what we have achieved in Zambie is‘very.insignif;cant.

* .- Again, ‘most of you are faniliar with the prineiples of our »
“Philoeophy of Humanisn which is intended tc regulate cur hunan
relations in Zambia, Qur Governuent ie deeply comcerned with the
problem of wages and incowes in relation to.the yital need to 1ncrease
“opportunities for:iemployment in the country. So far.we have not_had
mich success in forrmlating a realistic .and genarally gcceptable policy
on wages and incomes. Our society today consists of a small .
population of Zambian 'haves' who are either celf-euployed or
enployed in the civil service or industry. Dut a very large part
of the:population are 'have-nots' who are not employed or vho live

[

in rural areas practising subsistence agricultures .These 'have-nots’
through their nuncrical strength, constitute the greatest danger ‘

to political stability, For a time is bound to core when the 'have-nots!
will find the burden of poverty intolerable, when their years of,. .
frugtration will be expressed in civ‘l disobodience and open confrontation
with the Governuent.,

-‘However, tlrugh we nay recopgnise that long-iarm political atqb;}ity
in any country, ecsvecially in Atrrica, can be underminqd‘by inequalitics
of opportunity to oitizens 1t iust te accepted that one positive "
‘golution to the probleu is to provide the rneans of oducatipg and . .
training all:the citizens, Vhen this is achieved, wo shall have a
much better chence of reducing ths .number of. 'have-nots! in aur .
societies, . 'Education and trainins helps ciiizens to be. creative,,tgl
be more productive and solf-relient, Therefore, instead of the, prescent
situation in which real contribution to national incoue is left in
the handé ofia few people, the entire notion is adequately prepared
snd wobiliged.to increase domeatic -production, and inequalities ip .
fnocowme distritution are reduced progressively. = .. . .. ., Coi

: e I AL e B R R B

What: then, :is.the role of adult education in developnent? Twp
speakoirs at this Seminar will relate the role of adult: education in.
industnialisation and.to rural deve)opnent, .1 ghall endeavour to -
state ny ideap of the extent to whith adult educeticn effeots political

8 «+
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and social change, confining 1y observations mainly to the Zanbian

situation with which I amn more familiar,

Pirstly, I am sure you will all agree with me that although
we often talk of 'majority rule! as the ideal and acceptable form
of government in modern Africa, the real fact, hawever, is that
majority rule is hardly possible anywhere in the worlds In practice,
in all countries where a democratic form of [‘ovemnent ie practiscd,

it is alwdy$ a small group, a uinority, which is effectively in conirol

of the Government, However, :in a true democraey such -power conceniyates

»in the hands of the few is actually held . by. ihom in trust for the
najority. In fact they are elected, selncted or appointed to becone
menbers of the effective niling group: bepause the uajority truste their
honesty, "integrity or intelligence to rule falrly and in the interests

of the people., . = . - - ‘ Cta e

History, however, has.any exanples of dedicated,rulers who have
suddenly bocome cortupted by power, oblivious of: their responsibiliiies
tb govern: -fairly on behalf -of their electors.. History has shuwa that
once in pdwery a’minority can seek offectively to vrest power frou the
pcople for all time by establishing a dictatorship., ' The exvmple of .
lussolini of Itely is appropriate for this illustration. .§o,adult
education which includes fall educational activities for‘aduits.J;,{*
can be 'a pvsitive force in the political developuents of any country.,
It¢ is mogtly ignorant people who are usually victims of exploitét;on‘
by the ecrafty, sclfigh, power-hungry nen and wonen, So education ...

"'is the kind of effeotive protection that humenists or.true believers
in democracy, can give to less sophisticated citizenss.  We necd .to. |
increase the nunber of adult literates in our courunities so that tﬁey

‘can read newspaper reports for theuselves, so -that they nay learn
sbout governuent machinery and becone aware of their rights and
responsibilitics as oitizens. - Tho value of coursos in citizenship H‘
offered - at various levels of adult education is considefable.,

In fact, the success of demwooracy deponds upon.a very wise - -
spread of intelligence and:knowledge among citizens. After Lower.
is given to a few over a fixed perlod of. time, the citizens! cafeguard
of their rights and their frecdon depends upon effective uge ol such
media es'newspépera to express their grievances for the attention of
rulers and legislators. SHince socliety.is never static, the muling
group too should use various nedie at its disposal, the radio,
television, newspapers, and bulleting, to educate the nasses about

7
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the nuling group's perfornmances and policies. .The aii. is to-ensure
that the people are well informed all the time, 1In Africa, however,.
the usefulness of the written word is limited because of the iarge.,. ...
nanbvelr 8f peopleiwho cannot read or-write, 1 beliegve that,adull, . ..
education c¢ra'bé a vitsl instrminent . for promoting orderly peolitical .

-~

change,

Secondly,. you will raree also that the achievernient of naticnal
unity'is the cherished goal of every statepzan, more rapecially in -
Africa where co.runities are often sharply divided :by lingubstic, tribal
or ethhic ‘'sentincnts, Ir Afrdca, even apart fror the upual divisive
tendencies 1ianifested in the ranls of anbitious:power-hungry rulers, -
the ethnic lanpuage probleus alone make the effort of buildiﬁg coherent
states'very diffioult indeed, Zambia 33 a;. excnple of an African state
with a:plethorq of languagés and dialects ~ in all atout seventy-two .
of them ‘spoken by only four nillion people -, 'a situntion whigh:dees
not facilitate the nation-building effort. Since *he attainment of
Indepenence, increased inter-tribal marriages has been a.welcome  trend.
Ffeedom has 'acceletated the spirit of adventure among young nen aad .women
who leave their original home villages frequently nowadays to seek
fortunes in other parts of Zambia, Yet the language problem has restrictun
to'sone extent this most welcome trend of tribal .inter-mingling, which
is desirable to promote oneness and reuove existing suspicions and
wisunderstanding. - Easier courmnication exisls anong our people.who
" gpeak English in-t4dition to their own mother tongue. - One of the key:

subjects tought in our adult education courses in English Language,
undoubtedly a-potent force for the unificaticn of milti-lingual,
mlti-raclel socteties, - - -~ - - A ST

S o ‘ -~ L

Thirdly, &dult educatiuvn has a direct bearing on developuent .
and- political thange in the'sense that it hélps.citizens,pspecially in

" nékly independeht countries, to acquire sore knowledge and.new skills.

* Indaperdence in Africah countires offers increased opportunities for
the participation by titizens in the activities of coumercial ant
industrial orgenisations,. When self-determination is achieved.in any
country’, the realisation of andbition by citizens becomes lindited only by
their o ‘capacity ahd competence to- perform .tha: Jobs of their chojce
satisfactorily and not by the colour of thoix skin, whick is the cese
in cowntrios to the south of Zembia where rdnoxity regimes discriminate.
againat Atiicen3 in offering job opportunities purely on racicl grounds,
Through progiamries of education and training in adult clapses, nen aad

A L
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wonien in yaid employment, who cannot enrol in formal schools, can be
helped to improve their prosgpects for advancement io positions of
responsibility, - 0ften, waat they lack in wide,educational background
is compensated by their experience of world affairs, their maturity.
as adilts end éxperience in their specific jobs, .When the educationsl
background or an adult is inproved, his capacity for efficient production
increases considerably., There is consequently a coincidence in the

ou tcome of cdult eduoation effori: on the one hand the development

of human resources leads to more produectivity, on the other hand it
promotes political contentment and national -stability when growing - .
numbers of citizens are able to participate fully in industrial and
commercial aétivities of their country,

Fourthly, I have always believed that the concept of African
unity will take a long tiue to become o reality because little is don:
by political leaders to teach the peopk whom they lead to value
continental unity. Sonetimes.cullural viskits, gocdwill wuissions.- |
‘and ‘tradé-delegations are encourazed.between independent African states,

" But ' the effért has nov beenr entlusiastic; it . has been too luke-warny, .
Instead, more active steps have been taken to eicourage state visits
which 401114216 to excite passionate.sentiuonts for African unity _
at the .grass ‘foot- level, that is, at the level which really .mgtters, |,

Therefore, adult edtcation is the effective: agency which exigts:

. in our countries todey for teaching the adults the economic, political an<
cultural edveritégas of closer cooporation among Inderendent countries
of Africa., As'voters in parliamentary a.d-locri government elections,
the adults require education to enable them to appreciate their ..,
responsibilities in a changing world, Theoy need contimiing education
becauss” so tumch-of what they have previously learnt-at school -may be
cbmpietely out--of-date, .ii'uast‘he accepted that the:efficiency. ¢of any
government dopénds on the interest and political awarenets.of citizens,
jugt ag'it is &ccepted that a general czn be only as good as his soldiers,

" The fifth point concerning adult education-eand political chang?
ig'that' todby nations of the world are oloser then they have eyer begn
since tah! ¢ higtory begah.  Wo live in the. jet~age when distaace., ..
ric ‘1dnger separates natione in tine, at:least, to thoe swie.extent as
8t tho beginning of this century,. We live,. too, under the threat of a
nuclear holotaust which only modexrn super-powors can prevent, Bat
we mblt acdept ungrudgingly that ad world oitizens out people have |
the responsibdbility to contribute to world peave, The very fant that

Y -
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we have no nuclear weapolg under our control reposes 'ii us the moral
duty to -urge love in pldce of hate, rcason ant recklesshess, '
and conpronisge instead of disagreement "atong the hations of the " =~
world,. Our stand should be token not on the basis of weukness or
fear, but on the basis of courage and conviction that it is possible
in our generation to reconcile conflicting nationdl’ interests,
. However, until we in the doveloping countries have made treiéndous

strides to overcome our heritage of ignorance end: poverty, the voice
of reagon which we shout on the intermational platforms will not be
heard by the world's super-powers. I believe that adult education’
alone is:the.means by which the ninds of kdults, who are the policy-’
makers,  can be' broadened in the intcrssts of peace, This is & fact -
which web givenrrecognition by representhtivcs of the govemments’ who'
adopied ihe UNESCO.Constitition on 15 November, 1945, and declared that
'since wars begin in"the ninds of men, it is-in thu minds of men that
the defence of peace must beiconstiucted!y - -+ rir o

Sixthly, and f -&lly;-adult education plays an important role
in the stabilisation .of political changr, It is oftehr the case in ‘the
developing ccuntries that sorie of the real stalwarts, the'champions
of political emancipation of our countries, are thé‘least equippéd, '’
in terms of edicational training; for shouldering the turden of
goverment administration at the higher levels, The fact that they do not
often initially obtain rewards for their sacrifices and contribution
to emancipution causes bitterness, friction among party members and
general political instability, This attitude on the part of sonme
zallant freedom fighters is an unde.standable Iiman reaction which'
requires sympathy,: Indeed, the facts of the situation often show '

b R 1L e e

e

i

) that when one is confronted by such -a problem, to 'adopt a paironising
attitule born out of sympathy is to be unreasonable, MHost people ~ '
who were in the forefront of “he s*truggle for freedoi in Zanmbia-
attained posi.ons of leadershiy on individual morits Their positions

ot

were the practical result of &émonstrablo ability to organige
other people and demonstTate courago ond the possession of exdeftional
qualities of leadership, - =~ . . - e ' T
Such men, the ‘bom leaders with little or no education - eti¢ation
which is thetool for efficient participation in government activities at
#? . bigher levels - require every help to prepare them for-important '
S responpibilities in their own interest and definitely in the national -

. T 12
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interest as well, So many governaent activities anl operations
depend on the availability of officers who can organise people
effectively, for exanple in re-grouping of villazes, encouraging

construction of contour ridges in agricultural developument, etc..

Let ﬁe now turn to consider adult education and its influence
on social change. Apart from politiral stability, one other major
concera of governments in developing countries is tv improve living
standardg ofuphu people, . On tho other hand, inprovement in living

standards of tae people requires joint effort by government and
individual nembers of the society., It is inpractical and it ias
innoral to expect a few people in any commnity to carxy on their -
backs the majority of their uneducated and less productive brothers.
Inequalities in the distribution of the materiel comforts of life
-ip often & couse of bitterness and destructive thinking by those who
£oel exploited, So-although the attainment of Independence has
aroused houses; cars, radios, refrigcrators, etc, - yet no sane . -
individual would expect %o receive.cuch benefits and comforts of life
without paying so: .thing in retu:r . We.should avoid encouraging

a class of parassites in our communit’ ese Adult education gives

adult.menbers of our society a chance to improve thei~ educational .-
vackground or to obtain new skills end thus gain self-confidence

and 1m§rova‘thair wage-earning capsbilities. It is ioportant that
all the citizens, and not just a few, should contritute.to increased
national effort,

As I have stated in ny:opening reuiarks, many parts of the so-called
developing world. are discase-ridden, the average life span of .people
is shopt, infant oortality is high _nnd the severe incidence of malnutrition
has a negative effect on productivity of workers and educational"
attainnent of scholaxrs, However, it is universally acknowledged that -
the health standards of our people will not inprove wnitl they are - .
taught to value the basic. 1ules of hygiene; : .\Vhore our for.er ‘coloninl
nasters forged, people to tuild pit latriﬁee, we should use the nethod -
of peursuaign.. Through.edult education classes in which hygiune or health
science ic tought, the basic concepts of healily living can be dore ‘
effectively instilled into the éitizens, especially the women folk who
are mare directly concemed with the upbiringing of our femilies, -
Lesgono, dealing with- latrines whovever necessary, tho inportance of .-
imunisation agiinst certain. infgctious disengesy for .exanple snall-pox,
the .need.to, boil drinking wator, wic other related lessons,. form the . .
core of th? syllabuses for Houe Tzonu..des oft  <u in Howecraft Centres

o
N
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run by the.Department of Comuunity Davelorment, Similar instruction_
is given to woinen attending classes for Houeccraft organised by
voluntary agencies,,for exanple the twe IJining Groups, Anglo Amer1c31

Corporation Ltd, and Roan Selection Trust.

' 1n’ recent .onths, research wnderteken by local newspapef
proprietors has revealed stariling drinking habits of the Zamblan

: people, MNo well infoimed person can dlsputo that present day

moral decay nmorg the people of.Zanbia is nainly a rcsult of excessive
driuking of intoxicating liquor, This trend is in sharp contrast mo the
drinking habits of our forebears which did not provide for 1rrespon31b111ty
anong participants,  Although the problen of drunkenneas in Zaobia is a
very complex problen which requires careful inyestigétion as‘regp?ds

the c~uses and renedies, I. should venturc to state that by increasfng
the educatior offort of the Governuent and the voluntary agencles,

‘we shall uridoabtedly mininise the horrible eifects of excessive drink11

3 ‘“*in gembta, - I believe that too few people in Zambia and pther Afr;can
countties know how to use thiis. leisure tine, . then,the maaorlty of our

people begin to appreeiate .the value.of participating in . gport. of one
kind or'unothex, when they. have devaloped .the urge to contipue)e§qcat1ng
themselves by further reading, thus. continually self-developing, prﬁ
when: they 'resolve to find tire for cineua: or theatre entertainment,'

3
)
¢
3
1

“weé shall have gone a very long:way . towards reducing the uenace of
drunkennessin Zambia. 7To say that inproved wages and high salaries

COUNTER

are the'only cauges of drunkennest in to reveal unforgivable naivety.

Ohe might ask: . do our mon-folk, or indeed the wouen-folk when they have
} been given money, >eally lmow how to budget? I think mény do not

| know fanily udgeting which shwuld be taught in all our 1nst1tution5

: of ddutt oducation. S

.o o e
; '+ Unfortunately, even when our women-folk havc 1earnt how to budget
~for the family, they still lack the knowledge o thc uost essential food
itoms-to luy for their fanilies with whqtequ‘fuqu nay §q at their
disposel (und.often funds are. insufficient to neet all_tho:bgs;q~lh
needs), If it wore not for the powerful influence of manufacturers of
goft 1ninerala,-I would opealy and uncghaiiedly canpaign againet the
1 * " pfoducttdn:df. Fanta and Coco-Cola, ;wiich are so popular as drinko
¥ - yet-so uttorly uselese in so far as nourishment of the hunan body 19

' cbncarnbd.rsnany African nothers will prefer to, buy a 'coke' for .

4 - @ worrying child of three or four, years to placate it 1netead of a
pint of nilks On ohe one hand, the 'coke! hrs no nutritiosus olemente
in it, in fact it affects teo¥h very budlys on the other hand uilk hasg

i
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ali the vitanine which aré required by a growing child, The sturength
of tomorrow's:geheration‘Will depend on' today's mothers, the majority
of.wheﬁ have never been te school beforé., They are the people-to.
whoni facilities for alalt eflucation should be nade available so- that
their 1gnoranec is dlspelled, their appetite for learning satistied
and their horizons of & mother's respons1biltties to her faaily and
cormmnity widened. - S : B

il
_ Let me now speak briefly about the dewmographic problems: of
B Zambia. ' : : ' o

Often a politician in Indeperdent Africa 'must be rcarefill when he

speaks about fanily p1a1n1ng.' Lest you, the listeners, panic, let .

e state that T will not depart from iy thene to advocate the need :

) for family plannlno in Zaubia, In fac¢t, I would need as much -tiuve-
:fof'%hfe delicate subject ag I have today for uy address to you, The
rate of growth of population in our coantry today ig estimgted at about

X z, vear, & very high-rate of growth indeed by world standards,
nbreeepecially in’ comparison with the older so-called .!developed’
countriee. ‘By the" way, when we speak ahout 'family planning'y not
Juet 'birth control!, we do not imply & Jdecrease in the total
pbpulation of Zaobia or any other country. - Some demographers even.
suggeet that it does not even nean a reduction in the number of babies
born. o :

'a ) 1 ‘ . .
':Be%ius‘look at a few figures dealing with last year's population
ad eome projbctioh of population up to the end of this century.
At the end oi Decembor, 19568, ithe total population of Zanbia
was eetinated at about 4,014,000, 1In 1980 it sill be 5,400,000

" 15 1990 7, 500,000, and in 2000 it wil) be 10,400,000, that.is nore
than doudle the preeent population. In these circunstances, I personally
cexnot nnle out the relevance of faniily pianning to the problems of

development an& social und political change in- Zaubia, '

LA
i

- éen’we state categoricnlly that our Governuoent will be able in
_future to find the funds we require for this large population. increase
) maintein, morely to meintein, our current soclal services - education,

housing, moiicel facilities and'so fortl? Short of a miracle 1 doubt
our oepab‘ ity. In Jamary,’ 1968, the linistry of Education of Zambia
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estinated the following numbers of school childres who would not
continue with formal educatlon (secondary) after completlno Grade VII .

GPADE VII

o

Year o Leavers | o :% Selected ;.é liot Selected
..1968, . *52,000 17,500 - .. 34,500
1970 64,000 21,500 42,500
1972 80,000 26,000 53,000
1974 . . 100,000 . . 33,000 56,500
1975 . . 114,000 . 38,000 1. . 94,500
19@0 S 142,000 47,000 . 94,500

éhé‘e;;iHated flguree of 'drop outs' after the corpletion of primary-
ngcgtion (Grade VII)‘are alarning. They predict a very serious social
‘,proQ1em and impminent political ﬁnrost. Many of the 13 to 15 year olds
‘who will.not find a place in Form I in governieent or governmernt-aided
sﬁhpols_will not easily find paid employment either, nor wiil they
find readily a plac: in a vocational institution. Yet no one can doubt
. that. soue of the boys and girls who do not qualify for Form I place
are potentially capable of reasonable progress in selected subjects of
the secondary curriculum, once they are given a chance, The ideal: .
solution is that all children who complete Grade VII should be offered
a place in;Form I or a vacational instii;tion, Howgver, the money
required for such a massive programme of . education to effcct smuch.a
policy is just not available, DIven if no new roads are built in.the.
next few ygears, no new clinics and hospitals are consixucted, no new .
houses are tuilt for local authorities etc. etc.y -the capital funds for
universal sccondary education would not be sufficient. Additional
qualified secondary school teacher would be required in thousands
each year, jhey are neither casy to recruit fron foreign countries nor
. easy to traip . locally in preeeﬁt ingtitutions.,

I
i

It 19 asainst this background of the insatiabdble legitimate demand
for secondgry. education by the youth and the 9ld.that I consider-the.
role of adult education vitod. 4t very little -cost to the stnte

{no asdditional classroons and laboratories are required and_the- .

'

qualified teacher works as pa:t-tine at therefore much reduced cost

gppondarx.gtudenta) new opportunitiee can be made available, This

AR
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helps to contain the frastrations of the youth and the adults who

look upon secondary education as‘fhe 'opeh sésamei to higher sccial
status and prosperity. I'ore important still, however, what the evening
clays student learns in Form I arc Form V nakes hin generally a much

——— s
M ot e . o o,

better edqucated person that nis oounterpart who had not had the
opportunity of further education in an evening school, 1In fact, the |
discipline of private study is in itself useful for farther self-

develcpuent,

Cne of .the most dramatic social revelations of the preéent century
is the growing hostility between the youth against their parénts and all
representatives of the established authcrity, whether such authority
is the governnent of their country, the Vice Chancellor of a University
and his staff, or even when such authority is the Church, MHass
demonstrations of universitr students particularly have ‘been organised
in many western and easterm couniries during the last’ three years, The
bitterness of-the youth which the demonstratiors  have revesled hés been
unknown in; the past; often the authorities have  been caught completcely

- unaware that whet the. youth wsre prepared to accept without Quéstion
yesterday:is what they can no loanger tolerate, even at the risk of losiug -
their lives in a confrontation with forces of law and order under the
coumand of the eivil authorities, 3 '

It is important that socisties in all parts of the world should
accept that the youth are concerned ‘about better prospects of 1ife for
themgelves in the future, the future which'dnly the old men and women
who forn the establichment today can shape either to the advantage or
disadvantage of the yeuth, :This latter conflict of interents of the
youth and the qld people of our times can be reduced by'compreheneiﬁe
programnmes. of adult education. - Ve -need to offer more opportunities in
evening adult education olassea to the young boye and girls who requirc.
further éducation and voecational training to minimise their frustration,
It is recognised widely that adult education constitutes an importnnt
element im prdmoting better undersfanding between generations. Providing
more at1lt educationfhoilities in any country helps to increase the
educaticnal influence which pacen.s are able to exercise on their

.

childron, -

In the present supersonic age, an ago when man's technologic¢al
advances have brought adbout his gx;eateet achicevenent since the beginning .
of history, adult education can be ugeful in providing adults.with the
opportunity to fill }Qp gaps in treir knowledges This ie most inportunt
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to enable:adults 'to prepore themselves for the nany new tasks which
are continually arising, to become aClively aware of contemporury
life, and to adapt themselves with flexlblllty and 1nvent1veness to the
new values, ideals and ways of living which are associated with a o
constantly.chang1ng socipty,!*

As early as. 1964, our Goverument recognised the 1mportant rolelﬁ
whiich .adult education is destined to play in the development of” our

. country,. While we offer inoreased opportunitles to our children for'

TG

formal education in echools, we have been flercely determlned through
adult .education to fight the scourge of 1gnorance.. Through adult '
education we expect to increase the productivity capa01ty of our
citizens, After all, is it not true that Zambia dues not reqlly suffer

fron insufficient manpower? Zarbia at the present suffers from

' - .a serlous shortage of brainpower, that is, a serioaQ shortage of men

with adoquete educational. training and/or sufflclent technlcal,

technological and other skil}e.' Te seek dcsperately to harmonlse all
groupsg in our soc¢iety by providing . equal opportun1t1ee for educavlon
to as many of our citizens as possib e, . . . |
i o L

Statisticse ghow the Bteady progress which has been made in

. providing nore facilities for educncion in Zambla since Independence.

-« In 1964, T72% pupils. and 2,000 pupils were enrolled in L0wer and Upper

Primary sdult classes, but the figures for 1968 were 7, 489 and 13,831
respectively, Only 1,681 studentis were enrolled in Junier Secondaxy
classes in 1964 tut this figure has increased to 11,c95 in 1968, Th~
fight against illiteracy was 1ntono:f1ed An August J965, and notable

..progress. has been nade in terms of enralment figuree of adults taking

gourses and the type of reading uatex.als ueed;by the edult studentis,

.Thevninistrﬂ‘gf-aduqutiqnquegted 1n.1965 é corresrondenee cdirse

AREERINI

sunit for the benefit of adults who 1ivo fer away from ceq@res where
.'evening olagses are heldq At the beginning of 1969 enrqlment ﬂith the

Correrpondence Oqurse Unit etoad 2,700 gtudents following couraes )
leading to the Form II Exenination and G,C.E, 'O! 1eve1 ia selected
aibjects,

Thero is algso the brpartment of Corrispoudence Studies ir the
University of Zaubia which offers tuition to students following an
gproved degree course af_the Univeraity,  However, students only enrol

* Paragraph 28 of the Report by the International Conference of
Public Bducation, XXVIIth Scesion, 1965.°
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with the ﬁepartment of Correspondence Studics if they can satisfly the
University authorities regarding minimunm requirements for admission to

appropriate Schools of the Univessity.

The most useful and practical contribution of the University
to adult education, which in this sense is contimuing cducation, is’
made by the University's Department of Extra-lural Studies. In 1968 therc
Were 47 classas in 5 Provinces in which tuition was given in Economice
md Social Development (including Humanism), ‘History, Political Soienhce,
Law and Public Administrntion, Science, Geography, lathenmatics and -
therature in hnglish and English Language. In all there were 1,103

participauts whé attended courses, seminars and conferences at ‘the

" Unive rsity campus and other centrés,

P
o

In Zambia, thore are mhny participants in the field of adult education
the central Uovernment, missionarv organigations;, mining groups,
voluntary organisations such as Y.1.C.A., Rotary Clubs, and’ochers,
Instrlction given to adult student is sometines specifically geared: to
his professional or occupational nceds, souetimes merely to enable
him to leam the skille of rcading and writing, and at other times the
instructidn is general, intended morely to help the adult student to
ﬁiden:his"ﬁnderstandihg‘of the pioblens of hig: country and of this world,

Its real value to ny mwind is tliat gcnerally it helps the student to leari.

neﬁ i%fornation or now skills;in other respects it arouses his curiosity.
In the sense that continu*ng ‘education of adults provides useful
practical skills and knowled e, it is useful and important to the’
individual and to the state in terms of matc. . :1 considerations. Yet,
the mOst importont r>le of adult education is in the civic, cultural
and noral development of the ind;vidual. In this sense, the continuing
ducotion oI adults is a potential force for developrent and for

. prontimg political and social cnange. Kuan-Tzi, & famous Chinese.poet,
“ once aaid: 'If yon give a man a fish, he will have.a single meal, :If

[E
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you teach him how to fis‘\, he will eat’all his life.
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