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Preface
The analysis, conclusions, and recommendations con-
tained in these pages were reached unanimously and only
after the most careful study and deliberation by the
Commission on Human Rights. Under the Human Richts Law
of the City of New York, this Commission could not avoid
its mandate to investigate the repeated and heated alle-
gations of exclusionary practices in the city school sys-
tem. We knew from troubling experiences in this city in
the past that when an issue begins to create tension in
our city, the only respansible course for the relevant
agencies of government is to seek reasonable and fair solu-
tions to avoid senseless polarization, We believe that
the education hearing, which saw the hichest quality of
participation on all sides, fulfilled this purpose.

The credit for this is due not to this Commission but
to those who came forward with testimony. Everyone, from
the highest officials to the concerned citizens who parti-
cipated, demonstrated that this city has not loust its his-
toric ability to discuss rationally and seek solutions to
even the most controversial issues. Provided the structure
oifered by a carefully planned and fully open official pub-
lic forum, New Yorkers of every background came forward with
the most extraordinary calibre of data, decumented material,
and variety of views. For this the Commission is particu-
larly grateful.

Not all will agree with all of our conclusions. Diffi-
cult issues had to be faced and resolved to the best of our
ability. But at every point in our deliberations we were
mindful of the importarce of being fair.

Our job was to carefully consider a full week's tecti-
mony consisting of almost 2,000 pages and to provide the
public with a usable summary and analysis. In addition,
the full *ranscript is available to be read by any member
of the public,

To bring about the needed improvecment, the Cormmission
is anxious to work with all concerned--school and union
officials, community hoard members and school personnel, and
parent and community groups. While v2 have criticized the
efforts of muny, we have rowhere fouid evil intent or lack
of concern for improvement. Nor d4id any single individual
o1 group emerdge as responsible for what was revealed to be
a problem of great complexity.

We are confident that if the same spirit of honest
prchlem-solving which pervaded the hearings is appiied to
the task of producing the needed soluvtions, significant
and early improvement will result. We stand ready to be
of assistance.

May 1971 Eleanor Holmes Norton
Chairman
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I. Summary of Testimony and Conclusions and
Recommenda*ions of the Commission.

The Commission's investigation of the current
personnel practices of the New York City school sys-
tem yields one inescapable conclusion--that chancue
is urgently demanded. This was the clear consensus
of five davs of public hearings. For even the de-
fenders of the current system recognized its de-
ficiencies in selecting schocl personnel, The essern-
tial issue raised by the hearings was whether the
systen thet now prevails can k=2 further modified to
meet the divergent needs of all the individual schools
and districts in the city, or whether more drastic
change is required.

A few of the many who testified, principally
the repressntatives of the Board of Examiners, con-
sider the current system fundawentallyv sound. They
assert that the examination process, with its empha-
cis on a written proficiency test, screens out in-
competents and provides an objective merit system
under which selection is free from patronage and
political pressure. They point to the significant
number of recent modifications as evidence of the
system'’s responsiveness to changing needs, and pre-
dict that, in time, the number of minority profession-
als will increase.

The view of the vast proponderance of witnesses,
however, was that the current selection system has
certain fundamental flaws which cannot be complete-
ly corrected except by wholesale reform. At the heart
of the problem, as they see it, is a complex and
rigid examination preooess presided over by the Board
of Examiners. But problems with recruiting, estab-
lishment of eligibility requirements and the use of
the probationary pericd, all of which are the responsi-
bility of the Board of Education and the Chancellor,
were seen as having considerable impact.

Critics of the system attack it on two levels--
underlying theory and implementation. They contest
the merit of the basic premise articulated by members
of the Board of Examiners--that the primary function
of a selection process is to screen out incompetents.
Although it must do that, they say, the maijor pro-
blem confronting the schools is to identify candidates
with real teaching and supervisory talent, and es-
pecially those with ability to educate inner-city
children who are now most inadequately served. What
is needed, thkerefore. and what is being soucht actively
in many areas of the country, are methods to screen
in the best potential talent. In the words of Dr. John
Fischer, President of Columbia University's Teachers
College, "...|[T]he most important task confronting
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us 1s not the screening out of incompetents, kut

the identification of those with a combination of
capakilities that we need to move the schools

and our children ahead." Indeed, many witnesses

said if emphasis were plac=d on identifying such

people, the number of Black and Spanish-speaking

professionals in the school system would increase
substantially.

Even if screening out imcompetents were the
moct important objective for a selection system,
many witnesses criticized the way New York City
has sought to achieve this goal. The criticism
falls into six prinicpal areas.

1. Outmoded. An elaborate, formal examin-
ation process may have served an important function
more than 70 years ago, when the Board of Examiners
was created and when the requirements to teach con-
sisted of one year of teacher training school be-
yond high school, but, according to many witnesses
including Chancellor Harvey B. Scribner, it is now
",..antiquated, outmoded and inconsistent with both
contemporary educational requiremrments and the con-
cept of decentralized schools.," Members of the
Board of Examiners responded by pointing to mod-
ernization in the process and to evidence that,
even today, such a process is necessary to prevent
a spoils system.

2. Delay and Deterrence. Delays in promul-
gating eligible lists based on the examinations
discourage many from ever applying to the school
system and cause some who have applied {0 accept
jobs elsewhere, according to Board of Education
officials who are in charge of recruiting efforts,
Aside from the delays, the examination process also
reportedly deters many applicants because its pro-
cedures are confusing and offend some minority appli-
cants. Moreover, Theodore Lang, until recently
Deputy Superintendeat in chargye of the Office of
Personnel, said problems in the promulgation of
eligible lists cause difficulties in assigning teach-
ers to fill vacancies. Defenses offered by members
of the Board of Examiners included a description of
recent innovations to reduce delays, such as testing
seniors before graduation and giving one-day walk-in
examinations in certain circumstances.

5. Rigidity. Board of Education Fresident
Murry Bergtraum said the present selection system's
"emphasis on formalistic training, formalistic re-
quirements, long periods of service" is both a rea-
son why the New York City school systemn has a low

7
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percentage of Black and Puerto Rican professiocnals
and a disservice to all applicants. Chancellor
Scribner, Community Superintendent Edythe Gaines and
many other witnesses bemo-ned the limited pool of
eligible candidates available under the current
system. Dr. Jay Greene of the Board of Examiners,
on the other hand, argued that "flexibility” often
is just another name for the spoils system, and,

in any event, the current selection process actually
provides a larger, rather than cmaller, pool of eli-
gibles.

4, Cos* and Patronage. Many witnesves criticized
the hinh direct and Indirect costs of the examination
system. The Bcard of Examiners' annual budget is
now more than $3.5 million, with all but & very small
portion going o salaries. For example, more than
$2 million is paid, at a per day rate of almost $100,
to temporary examination assistants, most of whom
are also full-time professional employces of the
school system. An indirect cost of the examination
process which many witnesses found objecticnable is
the cost of private coaching coutses usually con-
ducted by current supervisory personnel. The reg-
istration fee alone is substantial; but witnesses
also spoke of the cost in time and energy expended
on an exercise with limited, if any, relevance to per-
formance of the 3ob. Dr. Grecne responded to these
criticisms by asserting that another written examin-
ation, such #s t 2 National Teacher Examination, would
be more expensive, and that decentralized recruiting
and selection by the 31 community boards would be
still more costly. The bases for these predictions
were, howevey, challenged.

5. Invalidity and Bias. The most frequent and
serious of the critical corments about the current
selection process is that it lacks validitv and ob-
jectivity. Two types of validity are pertinent--pre-
dictive and contant. According to the testing ex-
perts who testified, predictive validity refers to
an examination's ability to identify who will pexr-
form well ori the job. Content validity, on the other
hand, deals with how well an examination tests for
specific knowledge or skills required on a job and
how important the knowledge or skills tested for
are to total performauce, Many witnesses charged
the Board of Examiners' examinations have no pre-
dictive validity--that is, there is no evidence a
high scorer on the examination will perform better
than a lowe) scorer. And members of the Board
agreed that they have nc basis for making such a
pradiction, and that, in fact, for teacher examinations
they have never attempted a predictive validity study.
Their explanation is that predictive validity is very

Q alusive, especially when good performance is difficult
E l(j to define. Moreover, they rely on content validity.
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According to Dr. Robert Thorndike, Professor of !
Psychology at Columbia Teachers College and a !
testing consultant for the Board of Examiners in
current litication, content validity depends upon

two main ingredients-~adequate job descriptions from !
which to select kxey job skills, and the necessary
expartise to construct examination items whiich will
effectively test fo; those skills., Many witnesses,
including sevoral testing experts, charged that i
neither of these irgredients is present in the school
system's examination process. According to Dr. Langd
during his five and one-half years as Deputy Super- |
intendent in charge of the Office of Personnel there/
was no updating of job descruriions for any tcaching!
positions. And Ti. Richard Barrett, a test expert, '
said that the job descriptions for supervisory po-
sitions which he had recently seen were "nere skel-
etons" not providing the kind of information use- !/
ful for the test constructor. Lack of expcrtise in
constructing test items was also charged by a num-
ber of witnesses. All the expert witnesses agreed
that psychometric skill is indispensable to the i
construction c¢f a valid examination. Yet, according
to members of the Board of Examiners, their entire |
permanent professional staff consists of pedagogical
personnel from the schocl system assigned to them
by informal procedures with no requirement that any,

of these personnel have expertise in test construction.

The Board also has a large corps of temporary examin-
ation assistants which is selected by equally informal
procedures. Scnme of these assistants are from out-
side the school system and presumably provide psyclo-
metric expertise. However, members of the Board of
Examiners testified that much of the test construction
is actually done¢ by personnel whose principal expe) -
tise is their eiyperience as sup.rvisors within the'
school system. The four regular members of the Bo: rd
of Examiners (the Chancellor or his designee is the
fifth member) are required to take a Civil Service'
examination which covers test construction, among !
many other subjects, but none of the current members'
main background is in psychology, test development;
personnel management or a related field. All four:
are former English teachers who have been superviscrs
in the New York Ci*y school system. i
1
It should be noted that if an examination lacls
validity in the sense that it is not Jjob-related, °
serious legal issues will be raised under the United

States Constitution and federal statutes and reguli.tions

as well, Stephen Pollak, former Assistant Attorne
Gencral in charge of the Civil Rights Division 6f the
U.S. Department of Justice, described in detail the

i
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legal requirements which pertain. Among other
things, he testified that "no school board may
lawfully use a standardized test as part of its
selection process, whether for hiring, retention or
promotion, unless that test is a valid and re-
liable measure of the candidate's capacity to
perform well or. the job." Meimmbers of the Board

of Examiners d4id not deny that more validation
should be made. .'r. Greene said, "I agree we
should have more resezrch and go into matters of
validity whether predictive or content." The
defense offered was that in its budget of more
than $3.5 million only about $40,000 was available
for research.

Many witnesses charged that the examination
process is not only invalid but also discriminatory,
in effect if rot in purpose. And the bias alleged
is not racial or ethnic alone; it operates against
all outsiders, against all who think differently.

One witness, Dr. Laurence Iannacone, Professor of
Education Administration at the University of Toronto,
described the personnel system of the New York City
schools as "so inbred as to be sociolcgical incest."
Most of the critical witnesses said the examination
process has two main sources of bias--cultural and
geographic bias in the written test and subjectivity
in the oral interview and review of record. Some

of tte most compellir.o testimony about alleged bias
came from Spanish-speaking witnesses. If, in fact,
the examination process discriminates against Spanish-
speaking teachers it would be especially unfortunate
in view of the critical need for bilingual teachers.
With close to 300,000 Spanish-speaking students in

the school system, there are reporteily far fewer

than 1,000 Spanish-speaking teachers. Witnesses
representing tha Chinese and Italian communities also
testified about the exclusionary effect of the examin-
ation process. Members of the Board of Examiners
respond to charges of bias by enumerating the safe-
guards built into the system to ensure objectivity.
These include openness in terms of ability to take

the examinations and to be apprised of the qualifi-
cations, scope and pass marks. full documentation

and reviewability, right of appeal, confidentiality
during the examination process, and professional
development and administration of the examinations.
What the critics maintained was that thece criteria,
however laudable, are not being fully met. Members
of the Board of Examiners conceded that there have
heen "hazards" in parts of the examinaticn, bhut deo-
nind that this is still %true, pointing to recent chang-
es in their procedures.

10



6. Inconsistency with Decentralization. Finally,
many witnesses said that a selection process with such
great emphasis on centrally created, adrninistered
znd graded examinations leading to centrally promnul-
gated =ligible lists from which personnel have to be
select=d around the city is inconsistent: with meaning-
ful decentralization. Chancellor Scribner in partic-
ular expressed the hope that community bozrds would
soon have real selection authority witho>ut "a form
of city certification...laid on top of state certifi-
cation". Until they do have such authori.y, he said,
"these boards will operate with severe and undue
constrraints. They will not be fully responsible for
the total management of the schools unéer their Jjur-
isdiction and no mechanism for holding these boards
fully accountable for the effectivenes: of their
schools can be devised." Frustration with a highly
centralized selection mechanism and the belief that
largel-s local selection would be more 2ffective were
expressed by community board members, community super-
interdents and school principals. Defenders of the
current system arqued that a more completely decentra-
lized personnel system would be costly and duplicative.
Also, they said, local pressures would produce a
spoil.s system under which those in power handpicked
appo.:.ntees.

Much of the testimony presented :zt the Commission's
hearings dealt with flaws in the current New York
City personnel system, especially the selection facet.
But, the hearings were designed to be more than a
forun for those with particular grievances. Exploring
possible alternatives to the current system, based
on davelopments around the country, was an important
goal. To achieve this, a wide range of expert witnesses
was brought together because of their leadership in
teacher education selection techniques, especially
testing and innovative programs preparing school per-
sonrel on all levels; or because they represent state
education departments or urban school systems actively
engiged in developing new forms of personnel screening
and celection. Moreover, all witnesses, and particularly
thosie serving in leadership roles in the New York City
school system, were asked to assess the merits of pos-
sibl.e alternatives.

The consensus which emerged fron this testimony
was one of general dissatisfaction with traditional
selection methods, relying as they d¢ upon an assesSs-
ment of pre-employment preparation ar.d giving little
attantion to effective measurement of actual perform-
anc2. Thus, the criticism and demands for change with-
in New York City are part of a naticn-wide reaction

ERIC
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against and reevaluation of the philosophy of per-
sonnel selection and professional development epit-~
omized by the Board of Examiners and its emphasis
on the written proficiency test.

Recently, for example, the United States Supreme
Court lLield in the case of Griggs v. buke Power Co.
that standardized tests which are not sufficiently
job-related cannot be used for employment purposes
if they have the effect of disproportionately screen-
ing out minority group candidates. Within various
professions, criticism of traditional licensing tests,
such as bar examinations, on the grounds of bias and
invalidity is growing. Leading educators throughout
the country are concentrating on the development of
systems of performance-based criteria for selection
of school personnel which would larcely replace
traditional methods. This effort is intimately
connected with a total remodelling of teacher train-
ing to focue on in-school skill development. Such
changes must go hand in hand with restructuring of
certification or licensing procedures, and imply
vlose cooperation among the professionais, the
certifying or licensing authorities, and the community.

Most educational leaders favor a dual process
of selection consisting of a highly fiexible and open
initial screening, with final selection on the local
level, preferably after a period of servicz or intern-
ship sufficient to allow critical and objective ob-
servation and evaluation. A variation suggested by
some witnesses is a system of two-stage certification,
provisional and permanent.

Given this preference, it is not suvrnrising that
the principal alternative proposed for New York City
was reliance on state certification for initial screen-
ing and on community beard and superintendent for
final selection without the intervention of a sub-
stantial city-wide process. Although state certifica-
tion has certain limitations, it is being improved
and, even now, provides an openness and flexipbility
which many witnesses believe is essential. Freeing
the citv school system--which has about one-third
of the State's pupils--from preoccupation with the
process of written tests for 1,200 licenses, would be
a powerful stimulant to accelerated development of
new standards and approaches throughout the State.

New York City, with ity enormous and varied school
population and its array of colleges and universities,
could be a fertile source of new ideas and programs.
Decentralization, if more fully utilized, would offer
a unique opportunity to measure and compare differing

12
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selectien techniques.

Local selection is however not without some
pctential problems. Accordiny to a number of wit-
nesses including community board members, community
bcards and their sugerintendents will have to de-
velop their ecxpertise in selection techniques, and
adequate safeguards against favoritism will nave to
be incorporated, (Because this is a matter of
special concern to the Commission, it will be dis-
cussed in more detail later in this section.)

As more reliable performance-based criteria for
selection are developed, state certification and local
selection both will rely on them. To what extent there
should be continued reliance on written tests was
discussed by many witnesses. Most witnesses crit-
icizrd substantial reliance on written tests which
focus on acquired knowledge. 1In the view of meny experts,
written tests are ccstly to administer and process,
and require continuel assessment and revisinn to assure
validity. 1In addition, even if intended as only one facet
of the selection vprocess, written tests frequently
becone the whole of it because test scores appear more
conclusive and incontrovertible than the judgment of peers,
surervisors or observers. Evidence c¢f this tendency is
manifest in New York City where the probationary period--
ostensibly a critical element in selection of personnel--
is grossly underutilized and, in fact, serves only to dis-
gualify those who display totally unacceptable behavior.
Other witnesses said formal written tests may actually be
counter-productive in assessing capacity if they place
undue emphasis on test-taking skill at the expense of
gualities guch as abulity to communicate kncwledge,
creativity, commitment, and the ability to grow in
sensitivity to the needs of children and parents. Studies
of test performance, according to one éexpert witness,
suggests this may pose special prokrlems for minority
candidates. And, more generally, witnesses stressed that
st:andardized written tesis create a clear potential for
discrimination, whether intenticnal or not, against
minorities or "outsiders"to any given locality or system.
Finally, according to witnesses, =2vern partial reliance
on a written test would impede the development of
more valid performance-based selection criteria.

These objections, together with the lack of
evidence that the few school systems in the country
currently using locally developed written tests have
superior teacher guality or pupil achievement, led
some witnesses to favor elimination of such tests from
the selection process. OQOnly New York City and Buffalo
are cxpressly requireda to rely on corpetitive examin-
ations which inclvde a svbstantial written test, and

ERIC 13

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



—ix_

Buffalo's examination requirement was reduced in
1968. That city's school superintendent favors
elimination of required examinations altogether.

Other witnesses favored elimination of all
writcen tests, whethey locelly developed or not,
because, in their judgment, written proficiency
tests generally do no moi~ than confirm college
grades. In New York City--where approximately
65% of new teachers are graduates of City University
and many more come frem other local institutions--
such confirmation would seem especially unnecessary.
Moreover, since New York City promotions are gen-
erally awarded to those with substantial years of
experience ir the city's schools, written tests for
supervisory and administrative positions are per-
haps even more superfluous than thuse for teacher
applicaents.

Some witnesses suggested that written tests
may have a continuing place in well-conceived
select.on procedures in conjunction with other
selection techniques, but only to the extent
that test scores can be demonstrated to have a
clear and consistent relationship to performance.
The Mational Teacher Examination of the Educational
Testing Service, which is already used in some
circumstances withiu New York City, or a state-
wide certification examination, were proposed by
some witnesses as the most logical written test
comporner.t of the process. Other witnesses were
critical of both. The NTE was portrayad as vet
another culturally biased test. The Educational
Testing Service is aware of this concern and has
taken steps to eliminate biased material on the
advice of panels of minority educators. It is
also desicning special examinations for teaching in
an urban setting and for Spanish-speaking applicants.
Even with these efforts, ETS representatives stress
carefully the liumited role the NTE is designed to
play in the selection process and the potential for
abuse. But, if used within those limits, the NTE
has certain advantages. It is offerad frequently
across the country and 1s ordinarily taken by many
prospective teachers. Its designers have shown an
openness to change and an awareness of the danger of
bias. A state-wide written examination was criticized
larqgely on the ground that it - suld impose on all
professional personnel throughout the State a system
which has proven unsatisfactory in New York City.

Despite the broad consensus favoring an employ-
ment system based on improved state certification and
local selection, two concerns uviced at the hearings

o warrant careful consideration. Fears were expressed

ERIC
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that the process will deygenerate into pure patronage
and that vigilante action by special interest groups
will control decision-making. Proponents of the
city-wide examination see it as protection against
such abuses.

Little evidence has been n»nresented to support
this assumption, and extensive testimony at the hear-
ings by supporters of the examination system failed
to lend credibility to fears of corruption and dijsorder.
Nonetheless, the Commission does not take these
fears lightly, because they have often been linked
in public debate to valid issues of due process.

The essence of due process in the American sys-
tem is that law, rules and custon should err always
on the sidz of zealous protection of individual
rights. The Bill of Rights is not just imwortant
in case of massive threat to civil liberty; it is important
as a constant safeguard against the slightest possible
abridgement of any citizen's rights. Proof of possible
large-scale abuses in the city school system is not,
therefore, necessary to justify strict safeguards to
ensure fairness and due process. Adequate safequards,
along the lines discussed in Recommendation #3 below,
should be an integral part of any selection process
whatever its potential for bias or corruption. This
is essential even though testimony at the hearings
generally failed to support the oft-stated fears that
local selection actually leads to bias or corruption.

In communities where local selection, urhampered by
an elaborat~ written test, is the rule, patronage
and related problems have not become concerns. Wit-
nesses from other cities and states reported that
they are not plagued by such problems. Teachers in
districts which do not use local written examinations
are neither demonstrably inferior nor less secure in
their jobs. Here again, the appraisal of Dr. Joseph
Manch, Superintendent of Schools of Buffalo which has
the only system in the State comparable to this city's.
is most persuasive. He Yeports that there have been
ro incidents involving such interference in Buffalo
since examinations were eliminated for supervisors
and principals.

The testimony presented reveals that the belief
that corruption would follow if selection were handlea
by community boards in New York City is speculation bascd
on the view that intergroup problems in this city are
so serious that irrelevant considerations would domin-
ate concern for an improved educational system with
its concern for objective employment criteria based
on performance. Albert Shanker, President of the UFT,
for example ,considers what is feasible elsewhere, in
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more homogeneous and stable communities, impossible
in New York. He and the UFt favored abolition of

the Board of Examiners until 3just five years ago,

but now regard it or some other written examination
process as a necessary bulwark against open con-
frontation between teachers and community grcups.
There was no indication that such critics had studied
other means to prevent bias that might not at the
same time have a dgleterious effect on recruitment
and mobility in the public school system.

New York does face undercurrents of racial
and ethnic tension which have in the past spilled
over into dangerous and frightening conflicts. It
would help little, however, in efforts to prevent
future corflicts, if fear or speculation were suf-
ficient reason to perpetuate a system which has
had other harmful effects. It is not asking too
much of an employment system to both afford sig-
nificant participation across racial and ethnic
lines and assure freedom from bias and unfairness.

. To be sure, change, almost by definition, carries
some unpredi:-tability or risk. In this instance,

the tasks of all concerned are to reduce the unpre-
dicrability by conscientiously appraising the facts
and experiences at hand, and by dealing specifically
with the actual risks.

The facts relating to other communities are not
alone in contradicting the fears of favoritism. New
York City's own experience to date with decentralization
indicates that concern with the quality and effective-
ness of education is moie intense and rnwre generally
held by an alert and sophisticated public than in any
previous period. This was manifested not only by the
widespread and high quality participation and interest
in the hearings, but also in the testirony of witnesses,
which included community board members, community super-
intendents, and parent and community spokesmen.

Ir. Community Superintendent Andrew Doraldson's
words, "The public is in there watching. 7he mothers
and fathers are at those schools nearly every day.
These community school boards have been elected by
a very aroused populace. The children thamselves
are aware of how well the school is run or misrun.
And for us to assume that simple political patronage
will move people into these positions and that no
questions will be asked, I think is to assume the
ridiculous."
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Less explicit, but <learly present in the minds
of those who oppose decentralized selection,is the
possibility that race or ethnic identity, in response
to local pressure,will become the overriding factor
in selection. This would be persuasive indeed if
the fear were realistic, But the actual experience
indicates otherwise.

Dr. Marilyn Gittel)l, Director of Queens College's
Insti+ ite for Community Studies, reported that & re-
cent study of the three demonstration districts shows
that screening of staff was thorough and careful and
those selected were generally superior candidates.
Parents who participated in screening were concerned
wiin teaching ability and not race and ethnic back-
ground.

A study of parental attitudes in the choice of
principals conducted by the Center for Community
Studies at Columbia Teachers College found the ma-
jority of parents - 62% of those surveyed - ready
to identify qualities they considered essential,
but with no opinion on the merits of ethnic factors.

This finding was confirmed by Public Education
Association studies of individual schecols, cited by
David Seeley, its Director. His opinion, supported
by an analvsis of numerous individual schools' pro-
cedures, 1S this:

The cry that we want a Black principal
for Black kids ius made by a few spokes-
imen in certain céses, hut thi~ seems to
be mostly a generalized expression of
dissatisfaction with the kind of staff
that has been produced by the white-
controlled system. Once the actual
selection procedure begins filling

a particular vacancy, we have seen, in
every case examined, that the parents'
prime concern is to find the candidate
who will do the Lest job for their
children. As ofter as not, the per-
son selected is white.

The Commission is impressed that the only empirical
studies of which we are aware indicate that corruption
has not become a factor in the school system as decision-
making has gravitated to the local level.

Clearly, however, race or ethnic backgrourd is
not a matter which the school system may igynore. Assur-
ing both equal opportunity and effective education will
require affirmative action to upgrade the role of
minorities in the system--the kind ot affirmative
action routinely required of private employers by fed-
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eral, state and local law, This does not imply the
establishment of onerous quotas or preferential
hiring. It does acknowledge the importance of
achieving better racial representation as a goal of
all personnel policies and practices in a country
where such equalization has been tragically delayed.

Race has been an explicit factor in making more
fair the school personnel policies in such cities as
Detroit and Buffalo where significant improvements
in providing fair employment opportunity have occurred.
For example, according to Aubrey McCutcheon, Deputy
Superinterd«-nt in charge of staff relations in Detroit,
"We say we are going to have, and we require that there
be, an increase, a substantial increase, in the number
of Black administrators in our school system.™ 1In
addition, numerous witnesses testified to the defici-
ency in the education of Spanish-speaking and Chinese-
speaking children, a case where: ethnic factors as they
relate to ine ability to speak a language in addition
to English attain particular significance.

If commitment to teach children (especially those
who have difficulties in the school system), sensitivity
to the needs of a community, ability to communicate
effectively with children end their parents were accorded
appropriate weight, along with subject matter knowledge,
literacy and the like, undoubtedly a higher proportion
of those selected would come from minority groups.

Under such an approach, th2 number of bilingual
persons on the professional staff of the school system
would u~doubtedly increase significantly. Also, other
serious probklems arising from undue restriction of
eligibility would be alleviated. Current liste of
eligibles, especailly in the case ¢f principals, offer
few choices to many schools, since those on the lists
often decline to consider schools where openings exist.
Inexperienced teachers are often in effect "drafted"
to what are considered difficult assignments, where
they mark time until they are eligible for transfer.
Several community superintendents and principals testi-
fied to their ability to find well-qualified persons,
eager to serve in the very assignments rejected by
many oL trose on th2 eligible lists. Flexible local
selection would lift many barriers of this kind that
now disadvantage further the disadvantaged schools.

This does not mean that race or origin standing
by itself as a qualification, or any form of arbitrary
exclusion, can ever be tclerated. The aim of change
must be to improve the quality and e.’fectiveness of
personnel and to equalize employment opportunity through
greater openness ard flexibility. Any resort to the
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narrow criterion of race or origin would not only do
violence to basic cencepts of human rights but would
undermine the purpose of reform. Adequate safeguards
against this kind of abuse must accompany any new
system.

Members of ccmmunity boards were among the first
at the hearings to recognize the need for a range of
supportive services to permit them to discharge ad-
equately their obligations to all their constituents.
They pointed to their need for assistance in developing
sound recruitment and selection practices and exper-
tise in evaluating performance. €feveral recommended
specifically that local selection be required to be
open and readily reviewable and that adequate pro-
tection against favoritism be developed.

It should be noted that the Board of Education
and the Chancellor already have certain statutory
powers which can be used in this connection on a
city-wide basis. For example, the Chancellor has
the power and duty to establish minimum education
and experience requirements for professional per-
sonnel. The Board of Education has the authority to
develop city-wide personnel and procedural policies
whick the Chancellor has the power and duty to en-
force. Moreover, the State Commissioner of Education
has broad authority to hear controversies arising
in the schools. And, of course, recourse to the courts
is always possible and frequently used in school
matters, as for example in a suit now pending in a
New York federal district court against the Board
of Examiners and Board of Education on the grounds
that the supervisory examinations are discriminatory
and invalid.

Although the needs ot individual schools varvy,
even under a local selection system there would be
elemants common to all districts and all schools that
could be handled most efficiently by.-a central body.
For this reason, many witnesses saw a new role for
the Board of Education, perhaps by using the per-
manent personnel of the Board of Examiners, among
others, in the (Board of Education's) Office of
Personael as an advisory and review agent. This
central agency could provide information to all
applicants interested in New York City, help to put
them in contact with community boards whose needs
matched the applicant's skills and interests,ir-
vestigate and review data concerning all applicants,
develop guidelines for selection procedures, train
community board members in interviewing and ob-
servation techniques, design performance criteria
and measurements for evaluation, and supply outside
experts in training, selection and evaluation to
consult with community boards. In addition, such
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a central agency could design and administer intern-
ships and in-service training programs, and conduct
systematic research to measure the effectiveness of
personnel and to compare different selection and
training technigques. This is a challenging assign-
ment, far more demanding than designing and administer-
ing standardized written tests. Upgrading selection
procedures will require not only greater flexibility
and innovation but also careful research and eval-
uation.

However, the transition to a new selection system
might pose problems beyond the ability of the central
agency to handle imnmediately. The Commission has
taken this into account in shaping its recommendations
(see #2 below).

Recommendaticns

The Comuission, after careful study of the testimony
and based on the foregoing conclusions, makes the follcwing
recommendations:

1. The Board of Examiners in its current form
should be discontinued and its permanent staff transferred
to the Board of Education's Office of Personnel. This
action, we believe, 1Is critical 1f a narrow concept
of merit, based largely on written proficiency tests
of questionasle validity, is to be replaced by a more
realistic appraisal of merit. 1In any reorganized sel-
ection system, however, the Commission believes the
presence of adequate due process safequards is indis-
pensable (see #3 below).

The current Examiners'system is costly, cumdersome,
and, regardless o f intent, restricts the opportunities
available to many who might contribute ably to the
education of this city's school children, especially
inner-city children . Such professionals and aspirants in-
clude membe:rs of minority groups and,as the testimony

revealed, many others as well.
In their testimony, even the members of the

Board of ixaminers claimed only that the testing sys-
tem screens out incompetents and protects against
extrancous influences in selection. They were not,
however, able to present any evidence of a relation
between test achievement and performance on the job.
The Commiss:on believes that this minimal proficiency
can be ensured under a system which also places greater
emphasis on local application of performance-based
criteria than does the Board of Examiners system. We
O . believe als» that, although the testimony does not

[ERJ!: support the fear that favoritism and corruption would
Prrecroiie
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increase under a new system, protection against such
influences can best be provided by specific due ;ro-
cess requirements.

The background knowledge of the city's schoo»l
system undoubtedly possessed by the members of tae
Board of Examiners in conjunction with the expertise
of qualified specialists could be utilized in ccn-
ducting much-needed research on selection criteria
for use by the City Board of Education and commtinity
boards. As part of the Cffice of Personnel, theay
might also carry out such functions as channeling
applicants to appropriate community boards, invist-
igating and reviewing data about applicants, training
members of interested community boards in selection
techniques and developing panels of experts to oe
available to assist community hoards on selection mat-
ters. I

2. The New York City school system--lik=
virtually all other schcol districts in New ioxk
State and the rest of the country--should rely on
state certification for initial screening of p:o-
fessional staff., Community boards should have the
ultimate responsibility for the second and crucial
stage in the employment process--actual selection of
staff based upon sound and objective selection
criteria and procedures geared to the needs of in-
dividual boards. To assist community boards wiile
they are developlng their expertise in selectisn matters,
a gpec1a1 temporary panel of education experts appoint-
ed by the Board of Education should provide community
boards with pertinent information and with adv1ce
about specific problems.

State certification can and should be imgroved,
but as a limited tool confined to screening, it is
les; costly and more open and flexible than a city-
wide licensing system. There is no evidence from
its use throughout the State that it compares un-
favorably with the present New York City system
either in terms of teacher competence or pupil achieve-
ment. Its use would enlarge signifi cantly the city's
pool of potential teachers and supervisors in a way
that would permit community boards needed fleribility,
subject to adequate due process safeguards.

As is true of virtually every other boarc¢ of
education in New York State, community boards should
have authority to select from among state-cer'ified
candidates. The special, temporary panel aprointed
to assist community boards should include, among
others, recognized experts whose experience rclates
to the use of state certification in combinati.on with
flexible local standards. The panel would provide
community boards, teachers, parents and all concerned
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with relevant information and expert advice on specific
problems, including those which may arise during the
changeover of selection systems.

3. At the emrliest date, the Board of Education
should develop appropriate policy guidelines to ensure
protection of due process for all applicants ard
personnel. Detailed administrative regulations for
enforcement of the guidelines should be promulgated
and enforced by the Chancellor. _——

Despite the tack of factual evidence that sys-
tems not employing formal local examinations with
written tests have special problems of corruption
and favortism, the possibility is one which the
Commission does- not treat lightly. Only through
the most precise application of due process guide-
lines can the system ensure protection of individual
rights and prevent such problems from arising in the
first instance. Current collective bargaining agree-
ments and Board of Education by-laws provide grievance
procedures which apply throughout the city scheol
system. They will, of course, continue to be en-
forced. Rut they do not aacrguately cover applicants
for employment whose rights should be protected by
appropriate Board of Education policy guidelines and
more detailed regulations promulgated by the Chancellor.
Th=2 Chancellor already has the power and duty to en-
force throughout the city all prevailing policies,
by-laws, rules and regulations, and contracts by means
including, if necessary,suspension, removal or super-
session of community boards,

Protection through due process is the foundation
of a democratic society and all its institutions--its
schools certainly no less than any other,

4. The City Board of Education and the community
boards, directly and through the many institutions of
higher Iearning and other educational organizations
with which they have working relationships, should
assume a leadership role in developing performance-
based training and cselection techniques. This can
serve both as a spur and a rescurce to the State in
its ongoing effort to incorporate meaningful per-
formance-based criteria into the certification pro-
cess. Redistribution of the power of gelection is
not enough. Un.ess, both at the state and local
level, strides are made toward better training and
assessment of performance, the schools will not meet
the needs of the children or the community. Moreover
it is unfair to expect teachers to perform well under
today's difficult conditions in the deteriorating urban
environment without the guidance that will enable them
to improve their performance.
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In these efforts, special atteation should be
raid to those with experience in d:veloping perform-
ance-based criteria, such as educa:ors in Oregon,
Washington, California, Minnesota, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, Texas and Tlorida, states which
have already made significant progress in this area.

€. The City Commission on Hunan Fights will take
steps to_develop an affirmative ac:ion program, in
cooperation with the school system. specifying cer-
tain_recruvitment, selection and promotion measures,
t> be undertaken by community boards and the City
Bdard with a view toward overcoming the low repre-
s2ntation of minorities.

Many private empluyers have mide agreements of
this kind with the Commission as pirt of their ob-
ligations under the law. Such an igreement would
rrovide the school system with the kind of minority
c¢roup hiring guidelines {based on the valuable ex-
reriences of others who have required highly trained
rersonnel in this city)which several Board of Education
staff members said are desperately needed if real
progress is to be achieved. The school system has
sufficient flexibility to make a neaningful start
at such affirmative action regardless of any leg-
islative steps. Legislative action, however, is
5till vital if a personnel system is to be structured
#hich provides maximum assurance of equal employment
opportunity and which is most likely to produce
professionals best gualified in every way to educate
the children of the city.

* * * * * *

The basic recommendations of the Commission re-
quire legislative actinon. And these statutory changes
are absolutely necessary tor thorough reform of the
selection process that now prevails in New York City.
There are, however, many areas wlere changes can be
made in the interim , chanjes to lrLetter integrate the
several parts of the szlection process and to make
the whole more responsive to the needs of children
and the communitv. Avenues open to the Board of
Educatinn could be used to greater effect and the
Board of Examiners itself has th.: power to re-
structure the content ind form of its examination
process.

Much of the current attention, es' >cially tovard
increasing the opportunities for minor. v personnel,
is focused on recruiting. The limited ouccess, thus
far, of out-town-recruiting sugg:ests that substantial
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problems are created by the complexities and rigidities
of the examination process. Those in charge of the
Office of Personnel's recruiting programs suggested
that attracting outsiders was difficult not only
because immediate job offers cannot be made on the
spot, but also because New York City has a negative
image, a reputation of limited opportunities for min-
ority persons. A vast reservoir of capable manpower
remains untapped, both within the city and without,

in large part because entry ard promation hinge ca

a series of separate examinations, each of which

can involve substantial pre~examination preparation
and expense, and substantial post-examination delay.
One interim measure for alleviating this problem is
the use of simplified examinations—either so-called
unassembled examinations, which consist of review of
record without written tests, or one-day walk-in
examinatjon with those short-form written tests - especially
for those being recruited on campuses outside the

New York metropolitan area. There are already pre-
cedents within the New York City system for using
either unassembled examinations or one day walk-in ex-
aminations. Alternatively, the National Teacher
Examination, which many prospective teachers take as
a matter of course, could be used as a part of th
selection process inst:ad of a local written test.
This simplified procedure could enable New York City
to compete on more equal recruiting terms with city
school districts like Dertoit whose recruiters are
authorized to offer jobs on the spot to applicants who
rank in the upper half of their class and who make a
favorable impression during the interview.

An interim change in recruiting emphasis might
also help. Virtually no effort has been made to
recruit candidates for supervisory positions from
outside the system. This contributes to New York
City's reputation as a closed school system, especially
for minority groups. 1f outside candidates were
actively sought {and if the selection process did
rnot make it more difficult for them, as many witnesses
testified was the case) the reputation would beqin to
change.

Further beneficial changes could result from
mo¢ifying eligibility ¥equirements. The first step
in the selection process 1s the determination of
eligibility for ecxamination. The Board of Education
has been moving in the direction of changing the
qualifications largely by reducing the number of
years that must be served on one job level to be
eligible for examination for promotion. Because
most minority personne.. are relatively new to the sys-
tem, reducing the time requirements probably will

Q accelerate the rate of their promotion, and there is
E l(j no evidence that this will adversely affect quality.
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If the content and form of the examination are un-
changed, however, the impact is likely to be limited.
Moreover, upgrading remains a lock--step progressio:
through the ranks. What is needed is the deter-
mination of qualifications based on skill, demonstrated
capacity, and personality rather than on strict and
substantial quantitative measures of time in grade.
This approach wculd be consistent with current develop-
ments in educational circles regarding the identification
of urban school administrators. Fecr example, Professor
Michael Usdan of City University described a procram
under which mid-csreer people from various professions
are being specially trained to lecad school districts
without the traditional educational or experience back-
ground.

Another important facet of the selection process,
which can be the subject of interin change, is the
development of job descriptions. Analysis of functions
for all job titles clearly needs updating and re-
finement. The consensus of testind experts was that
a precise job descriptic. is the crucial element in
designing an effective selection meth>d. The Board
of Examiners, in theory, designs tests to meet job
descriptions given them by the Office of Personnel.

For teachers, a new and continnally revised job de-
scription is an urgent need. According to Dr. Lang,
there has not been a new job description for teachers

in at least five and a half years. He stated, " I

guess we assume we have a knowledge of what a teacher
does snd the Board of Examiners has a knowledge of it."
Suci: an assuiption is unfounded in the face of criticism
of the teacners' examinations. For supervisory and
administrative positicns, new job dzscriptions are pre-
pared when a new examination is scheduled, but out-

side test cxperts consider them inadeguate bases for
sound test construction. Dr. Barrett characterized
current descriptions of principals' functions asa "skel-
eton of & job descripition that doesn't give the kind

of information that is useful for @ person who is going
to develop a test." Job analysis is a sensitive and
demanding task, one that requires expert skill. Further-
more, community school boards and their superintendents
should be involved in the process to assure relevance

to local school needs. Tt is impaortant that where new
criteria are being developed pareats and other community
representatives, as well as professional educators,

make a substantial coatribution to the process. The
Board of Examiners cannot be faulted entirely, if

the tests they desigr are based on out-of-date and
overly broad statements of duties rather than timely

and specific skills and qualities.
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The next element in the selection process, and
the focal issue of the hearings, is the design and
administration of tests, written and oral. The most
obvious deficiencies result from the limited re-
sources of the Board of Examiner- in designing selection
instruments are in assessing their validitv. A
consensus emergad that far more research is needed
into all fe_.ets of the examination process. If
simplified lncal examinations or the NTE were used
instead ©f the current, more elaborate examinations,
the Board of Examiners would have more manpower tfor
its research efforts. Such an imradiate shift in
its priorities would be an important first step
toward its ultimate role as the research arm of the
Office o Personnel's staff recruitment and selection
activities.

The. final element in selection, the probationary
period, requires careful restructuring. Optimally,
it shculd serve os a carefully observed internship.
Increased local initiative arising from decentraliz-
ation may focus more attention on the probationary
period, out this cannot be left to chance. The Board
of Examiners cerrectly asserts that its tests do not
predict performance. Those with the responsibility
for rating new personnel must be given the tools for
reliable appraisal of performance. Effective use
of the probationary pericd requires staff time and
planned involvement of colleagues, supervisors and
comnunity board iembers, as well as training of all
those who take part. Satisfactory use of the pro-
bationaty period could, in fact, provide significant
-2edback about the testing process itself.

On balance, the preeminence in professional per-
sonnel matters accorded the Board of Examiners re-
sults la.gely from the fact that other elements,
intended as important parts of selection, have been
neglected. The Examiners' apparent autonomy is
partially a reflection of inadequate performance by
those responsible for preparina job descriptions and
for following thcse who suczeed on the tests through
the probationary period. Even an adequately staffed
Board cf Examinexs can only serve as intended, as a
resource to the Boara of Education and, therefore,
to the schools, if all parts of the selection process
are well handled and properly avrticulated. Until the
current. System is replaced, it is imperative to =lose
the gaps exposed dvwring the hearings. Moreover, the
Detroit: experience indicates that commitment from the
top is the essential ingredient. The nunber of minority
group members within the professional staff can be
increased considerably, within the confines of any
system, if that is the clear intent of those in charge.

ERIC
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What is required, above all, is the formulation
of a positive plan for hiring scrool personnel, and
this can begin even before legislative changes are
effected, Many witnesses commented on_the lack of
guidelines for recruiting, selecting or evaluating
personnel. Such guidelines need to be developed
for the system at large, identifying the broad general
qualities to be sought and how they best car be
measured, as well as a specific program addressed
to increasing minority employment. It is not enouah
to think only in terms of recruiting minority candidates,
especially when this amounts to lining up people who
become discnuracged at the complexity of procedures
or for other reasons never materialize as additions
to the staf: of the school system. Procedures for
facilitating their appointment and promotion are
the indispensible concomitants. It is time for the
Board of Education to identify specific employment goals
and the means by which such goals will be achieved
within a specified time period.

Two specific areas, susceptible to some immediate
improvement without legislative action, so urgently
demand attention, that they warrant being sirngled out
for special mention. They are the career development
of paraprofessionals and the employment of bilingual
teachers and supervisors.

Paraprofescionals

Currently, some 15,000 paraprofessionals are
employed in the city in a variety of job titles,
mostly as «<ducational assistants. Tha UFT, through
its involvement in the paraprofessional proqgram, has
probably made its most =ignificant contribution to
equal employment opportunity in this aspect of the
school system. Gardner Atwell, head of the Board
of Education's Auxiliary Educational Career Unit,"estimates
that 48% of the paraprofessionals are Black and 16% are
Puerto Rican." Although many have been working ia the
schools fcr three years or more, less than one third
are enrolled in career development programs in local
colleges. The career ladder designed for paraprofession-
als predicates progress on college course credits.
Under current released time prcvisions, it will take,
on the avarage, eight years of combined work and
study to acquire a Bachelor’s Degree. To date, none,
except five who had prior college credits, have achieved
the Associate Arts Degree, a level on the ladder pro-
viding a small pay increment, but no clear enlargement
of function. No provision has been made to evaluate
or accrediit the years of experience and the skill
acquired in in-school work, except where colleye pro-
grams accord experience some weight in counting total

[: i%:‘ credits,
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Witnesses, both paraprofessionals themselves
and those who plan and conduct training for them,
testified to the hardships endured, espaecially by
the many who "re mothers of young children,in the
long years of working and studying, in the lack
of job security, of transferability of experience,
in the unequal and often unsupervised cuality of
work experience, the insufficient in-service training,
and the seeming irrelevance to career aspirations
of many college regquirements, On the cther hand,
those who have trained paraprofessionals for work
in schools outside New York City, or for jobs in
other public services, report that with new forms of
intensive training focused on and directly related to
on-the-job activity, paraprofessionals have progressed
more rapidly. Where traditional requirements were
modified to accept new combinations of experience
and study, paraprofessionals hav: been able to assume
greater responsibility and make an impcrtant contribu-
tion to the service.

Until very recently, little tax-levy funds have
been used for either employm2nt or career development
of paraprofessionals in the city's schcols, and a
staff of only three persons has been assigned to
handle all aspects of their employment. Early in
1971, the Board of Education made its first allocatiion
of a significant sum to finance college education for
additional numbers, a notewoithy step hecause it in-
dicates an on-going commitment to them. But the
same limited hours of released time exist, and mach
more remains to be done in regularizing, standardizing
and supervising their work so that formal recognition
can be given to experience, vhere merited. Indications
are that many=-perhaps many of the best gualified and
most ambitious-become discouraged by the slow pace and
leave the schools for jobs in other service sectors,
where progress is less dependent on college credits,
and where released time provisions are more generous.

The paraprofessionals' major significance could
be to serve as a vilot group for the development
of performance based-cciteria. Exverimentual teacher-
training programs essentially use a paraprofessional
model for the first and most important part of training--
in-school experience carefully structured to allow for
skill development and understanding of teaching pro-
blems--with theory and academic subject matter following
and related closely to expneriential development, Pecause
the majority of paraprofessionals are minority 4group
members who are mature adults strongly committed to
working with children, especially the urban ghetto
child, and are experienced in working within their
communities, they represent a manpower resource that
warrants fuller utilization. If carecr development
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were structured to focus on in-service training and

-development, selection of teachers from among the

paranrofessional ranks could be made with far greater
religbilitythan from among the recent graduates of
teachers' colleges and at a far more rapid rate

than 1s now the case. This group 1s a logical source
from wnich to infuse the system with increased min-
ority personnel of demonstrated aptitude for, and
strong attachment to, teaching as a vocatior,

Special attention should be given to the Puerto
Rican and, for the first time, to the Oriental para-
professional, at a time when one of the school system's
most urgent needs is fur more bilingual personnel. In
Chancellor Scribner's words, " I feel that one should
be able to put into that classroom [(those with children
for whom English is a second language] first of all,

a bilingual person."” With an estimatad low of only several -
hundred bilingual teachers in the schools serving
clese to 300 ,000 Spanish-speaking children, para-
professionals could play an important role. One

need is *o increase the numbers of Puerto Rican
paraprofessionals and the second is to increase the
opportunities for them to move to full professional
status. Faw Puerto Ricans, of the srall total number
employed, ure enrolled in career development programs.
And almost no attention has been paic to the rapidly
developing need for Chinese paraprofessionals at a
time when that community is experiencing tremendous
pressures from a new round of immigrants who speak
only Chinese.

Bilingual Tecchers and Administrators.

Bilingual teaching cannot depend entirely c¢n
paraprofessionals, however. Teachers and administrators
of Puerto Rican and Chinese dlescent are grossly under-
represented in the schools, not only to serve the needs
of Spanish and Chinese-speaking children and their
families, but also as role models to encourage these
children to stay in school, aim toward college, and
consider teaching as a viable occupation. Spokesmen
working in schools with larg2 Puerto Rican enrollments
in particular, attested to the special difficulty of
employing bilingual personnel because so few become
eligible through the existing selection channels.
According to many witnesses, examinations give un-
due emphasis to English and to areas of information
irrelevant to the immediate job and with which non-

New Yorkers would be unfamiliar. They fail to empha-

S5ize the ability to communicate with the bilinqual child.,
Federally funded bilingual projects and recruiting addressed
to Puerto Rican colieges mect with only limited success
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in attracting Spanish-speaking candidates. Freedom
from crnventional requirements would enable many
community districts to find bilingual persons of
high guality, who do not now seek tesaching jobs,

or who might not now succeed on the examinations.
As Community Svperintendent Gaines said, "iIn a
district where close to 60% of the children come
from Spanish-speaking homes, we have a talent pool
of people who can teach Spanish, although they may
not have the other qualifications. We would not
ask that they be fully licensed - but only given a
certificate of competency to teach in Spanish." The
alternative to this has been an inexcusable f&ilure
to minimally communicate with thousands of children
who do not speak English well.

Because reading scores and other measurements
of pupil achievement.,, such as the drop-out rate,
indicate that the schools are serving least well
the large numbers of children of Puerto Rican back-
ground, special metheds must be devised to meet their
necds. Fhilip Kaplan, Chairman of Community School
Board No. 15 in Brooklyn, spoke of how importanmnt it
was to have bilingual teachers when he was a child
in a New York City public school: "I, myself, when
I started kindergarten, did not speak a word of
English. I just spoke Jewish [Yiddish]. When I
started elementary school, the fact that there were
teachers who understood Yiddish was a tremendous help.
I think that's important to keep in mind....It was
a help to me, and to my parents, who came to school
to find out my progress, to speak to someone who
spoke the same language as we did at that time."

It is estimated that bilingual programs now
reach only about one out of every four Spanish-speaking
children {(and a far lower percentage of Chinese-speaking
children). Hector Vazquzz, former Board of Education
member and Executive Director of the Puerto Rican Forum,
estimates that only about 10,000 Puerto Rican children arz
receiving as much as one reriod a day in English as
a second language. Certificates of competency, or
exemptions from some of the normal requirements for
native English-sperking candidates, in favor or ability
to speak Spanish or Chinese as well as in-service
training and other supportive measures, are only some
of the possible measures that might help to meet the
needs of the bilinqual child.
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. BACKGROUND

During the past year the attention of the City Commission
on Humian Rights has been drawn repeatedly to the employment
practices of the New York City public schocl system, There were
individual charges that the practices were in several different
respects discriminatory, in effect if not in intent. Moreover, the
Board of Education's own ethnic survey of the teaching and
supervisory staffs in the New York Ciiy public schools revealed
lower percentages of Blacks and Puerto Ricans than in virtually
any other major urban school district, Only 9.1 percent of the
teachers and 3, 8 percent of the principals in the system were
Black, according to the census, and less than ] percent of the
system's professionals were Puerto Rican, Quite apart from
scveral other indicators of possible failure to offer equal employ-
mery opportunity, the percentage figures were unusuallv low for
a profession that has always attracted disproportionately high
numbers of minority group people nationally, and for a city where
one-third of the population and 60% of the public school children
are from minority groups., These and other indications were
considered in the atmosphere of tension this controversy was
creating in this city, Under its statutory mandate the Commission
had to face the fact that in such a situation involving any major
private employer, it would have held that serious questicns were
raised and further investigation would have been requiicd,

On June 7, 1970, Chairman Eleanor Holmes Norton
announced that the Comrrission would

« « « investigate and cooperate with the Board of
Education to determine the exact causes of its poor
minority hiring record with the end in view of pro-
ducing an affirmative hiring program of the kind
the Commission has worked out so successfully
with private corporations in this City, + . . The
Commission's affirmative hiring program has
produced amazingly goad results from private
business -- all working on a voluntary basis with
the Commission, Surely, no lese can be required
of the City's public school system which receives
massive public funds and is required to offer equal
opportunity to all,



The implications of the school system's employment
practices excecd its role as a public agency employing approxi-
mately 65,000 professionals, more than almost any other public
or private employer in New York City. These professionals are

employed in the incomparably important job of educating the
children of this city,

The Conimission's initial investigation into the school
system's employment practices provided convincing evidence
of the complexity and the interrelatedness of the issues involved,
A fair evaluation of the employment process for teachers and
supervisors clearly required extending the concept of the tradi-
tional employment process both backward and forward -- to

teacher training on the one end and to upgrading or promotion
on the other,

Moreover, because of the significant function of the Boarg
of Education's pedagogical employees, a fair evaluation required
consideration not only of whether the personnel system affords
equal employmnnt opportunity to profzssionals, but whether it is
attracting prof+ssionals best equipped to work with and help to
educate urban youngsters of every color, creed and origin.

With these requisites in 1n0ind, Chairman Nortors announced
on November 23, 1970 that the Commission would expand its inves-
tigation into full-scale public hearings early in 1971

« + o to determine if the established
practi ‘es of the school system are fair and make
sense in tesms of the educational needs of the
1970's., . . . The Commission's experience has
been tnat public hearings are a valuable tool in
dealing with complex, controversial problems. , , .

Certainly, a factual, objective, dispassionate, solution-
oriented approach to New York City's educational problems was
long overdue, As Mre., Norton said then :

For some timec now, charges have been
made back and forth, with all parties assuming
a knowledge of the facts, which, the Commission
believes, are not at all clearly established. In
recent months, the angry rhetorical debate has
escalated without any visible movement toward a
better understanding of the actual problems of the
schonl system, much less of the solutions, Dis-
Q cuss:on of public policy surely should take place
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on a firm foundation of factual information,
Without this ingredient, fruitless discussion
can easily give rise to aimless accusations
and counter-accusations, which pose in this
instance a grave threat to relations among all
groups of New Yorkers,

Thus, the first function of the Cornmission's public
hearings was to gather detailed information on curreat methods
of training, recruiting, selecting, appointing and pr('r:moting
teachers and supervisors in New York City and, by doing so, to
dispel many widely held misconceptions. Included within these
broad areas were many more specific maiters, suchjas innovations
in teacher training, the relationship between teacher}training
instituticas and the school system, recruitment in thz metropelitan
area and out-of-town, recruitment through training (‘if paraprofes-
sionals, the relationship between recruitment and th: selection
process, tte value of state certification in the selection process,
the role of the Board of Examiners and its relationslip to the Board
of Education and community school boards, the cost in money and
personnel of present selection procedures, the use and validily of
written tests, in-service training and promotion, ard the use of
performance-based criteria in all facets of the employment process.

The second main function of the Commission's public
hearings was to gather information about new approaches to the
employment of teachers and supervisors being used by other states
and by other large urban school districts. Only by having that
comparative information available could the New York City approach
be evaluated in a meaningful framework, f

The hearings were organized to achieve these dual goals.
Seventy-one witnesses, representing a wide range of experience
and points of vicw, presented prepared statemecents and responded
to questions from Spacial Counsel, Professor PPaul L. Tractenberg
of Rutgers University Law School and from the Coinmissioners,

In additicn, public testimony was received during two afternoons
anr cvenings. A complete list of witnesses is attached as Appen-
disx A,

O
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THE HEARINGS

A, Format and Witnesses.

The Commission's public hearings were held
daily during the week of January 25, 1971, at the New
York County Lawyers Association, 14 Vesey Street,

To encourage attendance, a day care facility was pro-
vided ncarby. A live broadcast of the complete hearings
was carried on WNYC, the radio station of New York
City.

The first major segment of the hearings consisted
of testinmony from represcntatives of the New York City
school system describing current employment practices
from their particular perspectives, During the first day
and a half, the hearings took up consecutively the inter-
relationships among the City Board of Education, the
Chancellor's office, the Board of Examiners and comn:u»
nity school boards and their staffs; recruitment practicc:
including special programs directed at recruiting Black
and Spanish-spcaking candidates; and sclection and
appointinent practices. The witnesses during this segn. 1
includced Murry Bergtraum and Isaiah Robinson, the
President and Vice-President of the City Board of
Education; Chancellor Harvey B, Scribner; Chairman
Gervturde E, Unser ana Jay Greene and Murray Rockowit.
two other members of the Board of Examiners; John J,
Theobald, a former Superintendent of Schools; Peter
Strauss and Philip Kaplan, chairmen of two community
school boards; Edythe Gaincs and Andrew Donaldson, tv
community superintendents; Irving Flinker, a junior hig!
school principal; Wendy Lebrman, an elementary schooi
tcacher; and Theodore Lang, until recently Deputy Supor -
intendent in charge of personnel, and a number of his st
members,

The sccond segment of the hearings consisted of
testimony from representatives of organizations activelr
invelved in New York City public education, FEach of th o
witnesses had been asked to eveluate the carrent cmploy,
practices of the school system and to suggest improven
Witnessces who participated during this day-long scgmen
included Albert Shanker, Prcesident of the United Federats
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of Teachers; Walter Degnan, President of the Council
of Supervisory Associations; Victor (jotbaum, Exccutive

t Directoyr of District Council 37, Amcrican Federation
of State, County and Municipal Empleyees; Blanche
Lewis, President of the United Parents Associations;
David Seceley, Dircctor of the Public Education Asscciation;
Eugene Callendar, President of the New York Urhan
Coalition; Hector Vazquez, Executive Director of the
Puerto Rican Forum; Louis Nieves, Exccutive Director
of Aspira, Inc,; Rosc Falcon, Teacher Coordinator,
Parent Leadership Program, United Bronx Farents; and
Ira Glasser, Exccutive Director of the New York Civil
Liberties Union,

The third scgnient of the hearings consisted of a
full afternoon of testimony from testing experts about the
usc and validity of written tests in the employment of
teachers and supervisors, The wiinesses were Stephen
J. Pollak, former Assistant Attorney in charge of the
Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice;
James R, Deneen, Senior Program Director for Teacher
xaminations, Educational Testing Service; Richard
Barrett, Cffice of Admissions Services, CUNY; and
Robert Thorndiky, Professor of Psychology, Teachers
College, Columbia University,

The fourth scgment of the hearings consisted of
testimony from academic and other education experts
who evaluated current teacher training, recruitimernd,
sclection and promction practices and discussed alter-
natives, Witnesses included John H, Fischer, President
of Tecachers College, Columbia University; Doxey
Wilkerson, Chairman of the Departinent of Curriculum
and Instruction, Yeshiva Univessity; Laurence lannacone,
Professor of Fducation Administration, University of
Toronto; Marilyn Gittell, Director of the Institute for
Community Studics, Queens Collere; Lillian Weber,
Profcssor of Fducation, City College; Judith Rothschild,
Dircctor of the Urban Leadership Development Program,
Schoo!l of Continuing FEdncatic.,, New York University;
Robert A, Dentivr, Inrector of the Conter for Urban
Fauecation; and Harold 17T i-1ip, Headinaster ol the New
Fincoln Sclood,
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The {ifth and last segment, on the final day of
the hearings, consisted of testimony about developments
in state certification and in employment practices of
other large urban school disctricts. Witnesses included
officials of the U.S. Office of Education, the National
Education Association, and state education departments
of four states. Ewald B, Nyquist, New York State
Commissioner of Education submitted a statement,
Also participating were Joseph Manch, Superintendent
of Schools of Buffalo,and Aubrey McCutcheon, Deputy
Superintendent in charge of staff relations of the Detroit
school system.

During the more than ten hours of public testirnony
69 witnesses with broad experience in New York City
educational and human rights matters were heard, They
included a former member of the Board of Education,
community superintendents, community school board
members, past and present principals and teachers,.
parents and students, representatives of education and
human rights organizations and many other concerned
citizens, Organizations that testified included the Citizens
Committee for Children, United Black Caucus of Teachers,
the Queens Jewish Comimunity Council, Inc., the Central
Brooklyn Neighborhood College and Education A .tion
Program, the italian-American Civil Rignts League,
and the New York Chinese Community Council.

B, Tone of the Hearings,

In recent years public discussion of New York
City education issuecs often has been characterized by
outright rancor and irrationality, The Commission's
heurings must be viewed against this backdrop, for the
contrast was extraoidinary. Virtually without exception,
the witnesses made carcful, factual statements and
responded fully and openly to questions. For example,
Jay Greene, a member of the Board of Examiners,
responded to questions for vell over an hour, as did
Albert Shanker, President of the UFT. Not a single
disruption of any kind occurred. Every witness was
treated with courtesy by the audience, whatever point
of view his or her statement reflected.

El{lC 96
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This high level of decorum, together with
the thoughtful preparaticn of the entire range of
witnesses, permitted the hearings to meet their
dual goals of developing detailed information about
current New York City practices and about innovative
alternatives.

Nat Hentofr, a well-known journalist specializing
in education matters, writing about the hearings in the
Village Voice on February 4, 1971, said :

For five days last week, there
was an extraordinary revealing, multi-
layered, continuing news story in this
city., Its large, highly variegated cast
constituted as broad a cross-section of
this city as I have ever heard in one place,
« +» « I thought I knew quite a lot about the
schools . . « But I really went to school
last week while listening to those hearings,
I should note that these were not dry,
academic reports alternating with defiant
rhetoric, This was absorhing information
and analysis on a subject that is more
important to more people in this city than
any other - the wducatios of their children
.+ . /This/was, in my memory, the single
most useful sct of public hearings in this
city.

C. Summary of Testimony,

Summarizing five days and almost 7,000 pages of
testimony requires a L.oad brush, Fortunately, in 2 number
of arvas a consensus emerged, at least about goals, This
section is crganized irnto three subsc-tions summarizing
the testimony about @ (1) current New Yorlk City cmployment
praciices; (2) criticisms and defenses of the current system;
and {5} alternatives suggested, IIach subsection defines the
degree of consensus reached and the issues where differences
of opinion exist,
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1. The Current System. In theory therc is a

tripartite system for ernploying teachers and supervisors
in this city,

The Office of Personnel, as the arm of the Chan-
cellor and City Board of Education, is responsible for
defining eligibility requiremeats, recruiting qualified
candidates, providing the Board of Examiners with analyses
of duties on the basis of which examinations are constructed,
and instructing the Board of Examiners to give examinations
in pariicular licenses at particular times,

The Board of Examincrs is responsible for design-
ing and administering examinations in most of the 1, 200
teaching and supervisory licenses, and for compiling
eligible lists of successful candidates (ranked lists for
teaching licenses and qualifying lists for supervis~ry licenses,,
Although the Board of Examiners is a part of the Board of
Educ: :ion for many purposes, it is required by statute to
carry out its examinaticn and eligible list functions in an
independent manner, The New York City Board of Examiners
is the only autonomous local examiring body in New York
State and one of only a handful in the country, Buffalo was
the only other school district in New York State cxpressly
required by statute to have a local examination, but in 1,03
the recuirement was elinmiinated by the Legislature for most
supervisory positions, But, even in Buffalo, the examination
process is not administered by an independent board of
examiners, but rather by the Office of the Superintendent
of Schools,

The community schooil boards - for most clementary,
interrncdiate and junior high schools - and the City Board -
for senior high and special schools - generally appoint teachers
and supervisors from cligible lists, assign them to sche.is,
supervise their activitics and grant them tenure,

This division of personncl auth~rity into three dis-
crcte arcas is both theoretical and greatly oversimplified,
as testitnony at the hearings thade clear, The divisions of
authority are in practice less precise ani the areas of
overlap more extensive, A few exaraples should suffice,
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In his testimony Dr. Lang stated that during
his five and one-lalf years as Deputy Superintendent
in chiarge of the Office of Personnel, no analyses of
dutics were p1 pared for any teaching liceuses,
Dr. Greene confirmed that the Board of Examiners
has 1ot "eceived such analyses for teaching liceuses
ard that, consequently, the Board has had to rely
upon characteristics described in assorted Board of
Education publications, state certification requirements,
Board of Education eligibility requirements, and panels
of "experts' convened in advance of each examination.

Theoretically, the Board of Examiners has
independence in constructing and administering examinations,
However, there is a substantial degree of interdependence
with other parts of the school system., Much of the actual
work of constructing and administering examinations is
done by examination assistants. They are, for the most
part, teachers and supervisors in the New York City sclnol
system selected by the Board of Examiners to assist it with
particular examinations. In return, they are paid at the
rate of almost $14.00 per hour. The State Education Law
expressly provides that no one can serve as an ¢xamination
assistant unless approved by the Chancellor or a community
supcrintendent, Yet Chancellor Scribner testilied that he
has merely approved lists of names sent to him by the Board
of Examiners.,

a. Training.

Over 90% of the teachers in the New York
City public schocl system receive their training
in a New York City college; 65% of them, at the
City University of New York, according to Dr,
Greene of the Board of Examiners, The most
vsual kind o ecducation that candidates for teaching
licenses present is a Baccalaurcate degree which
includes 24 semester hours in the professional
study of education and a college-supervised student-
tcaching experience, In the last few years, an
"Alternative BY examination has been offered to
candidates who have Baccalaureate degrees with
only 12 semester hours in education (the remaining
12 to be completed within five years).
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The Boa:d of Education, at a time when there
was a teacher shortage, sct up several programs in
conjunction with City University for ¢andidates who
wanted to take this alternative route to licensure. One
was the Intensive Teacher Training Program (ITTP)
which allowed liberal arts graduaies to take tke required
12 hours of education credits in an iutensive summer
program., Anurher, Training Experience for New
Elementary Teachers (TENET), was a year-long
program for liberal arts graduates who needed education
credits or the student-teaching experience., A third,
Teacher Education Masters Program for Uvban Scheools
(TEMPUS), is the Master's Degree component of
TENET,

Candidates who want to take the examinration
for New York City licenses are also eligible if they
have been permancently certified by New York State in
the appropriate ficld, Educaticonal requirements for
state certification are somewhat higher than for Jicensing
by the city.

The school system is directly involved only
in limited ways in the training of teachers. Dr. Greene
testified that the Board of Examiners keeps in touch with
schools of vducation through an Advisory Council of
Colleges in Teacher Education. However, according
to testimony received at the hicarings, the school system
only minimally takes into account the college record of
individual tcaching candidates.

The most direct link between the school system
and the training of teachers is in the area of student
teaching and post-licensing training. Students who major
in education typically practice-teach in their senior year,
if possible in the school district where they hope to be
employed, A number of witnesses comimented, however,
that neither the colleces nor the school system had given
this aspect of training cnough emphasis to prepare students
adequately for teaching in the public schools.

ERIC
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Former School Superintendeat John Theobald

made this comment :

[ don't believe there has been nearly
adequate cooperation between the system
and the colleges, This works both ways,
The system, for the most part, has been
negative on college students coming ia for
student teaching, When I say 'negative, '
they have a sy~tem - they had in my day

« « o I think tney still have it, where it

is the principal's judgment whether or
not he wanted student teachers or not,
Colleges in general tried to put their
youngsters into the 'better schools, !

and the net result was, we didn't have
anybody who knew how to work in a ghetto
school.

Professor James Shiclds of City College's

Education Department had this to say :

. » » what happens now is a student takes
for instance, in most of the city universi-
ties, 12 hours of courses in the sociology
of education, psychology of learning, child
development and adolescent development,
and only after that experience are they
allowed to hawve an experience in a school
of any significance, But what they have
been doing recently is providing two hours
here and there haphazardly and calling it
ficld work, And this is ridiculous,

The school system does provide new teachers

with a training program during their first yecar, 7This
is. in facr, mandated by the agreement with the UFT,
The contract requires : 1) the principal to dircct the
ncew teacher to "devote a reasonable number of his pre-
paration periods, not to ¢xeced twenty, to observing
classes conducted by more experienced teachers, or

to consulting others familiar with ciassroom problems;"
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and 2} “he Superintendent to direct "'that teacher

to participate in an after-school training program
of not more than two hours per week and cxtending
over a period of not more than fourteen weeks in
cach of the two terms of the school year, designed
to heighten the capabilities of inexperienced
teachers.

Dr. Shields, who has been evaluating in-
service teacher training programs for the State
Education Department, felt, however, that this
training program was not cffective. '"The union
mandates a 2-hour-a-week workshop on Monday
afternoons or so for beginning teachers, And
this has been a total failure. It secems to have
nothing to do with anything, I have spoken to new
tecachers arcund the city about it, and mostly they
try not to go. As a matter of fact, many of them
just stop going, "

Two other programs of the Board of
Education have training aspects, One is the
paraprofessional career development program;,
which provides paraprofessionals with an oppor-
tunity to acquire sufficient college credits to
eventually qualify to take examinations for teaching
licenses while developing classroom skills in their
work as paraprofessionals, The other is the Program
for Oral and Written English Reinforcement (POWER]},
a scrics of courses for applicants who fail the oral
or written parts of the teaching examinations and
need remedial work and for those applicants for whom
English is a : econd language.

Aside from these direct connections with the
training of prospective teachers, the school system,
by virtue of the fact that it establishes eligibility
tequirements for teaching candidates, has an impor-
tant indirect connection. For, clearly, any teacher
training institution which sends a substantial number
of its graduates tu the New York City public schools
must be influenced by the character of these require-
ments and must gear its curriculum to them,
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b, Recruiting.,

The Division of Recruitment, Training
and Development of the Office of Personnel has
primary rcsponsibility for identifying and re-
cruiting sufficient numbers of qualificd candi-
dates, Owverall, t~¢ recruiting effort has
increasingly been able to fill all vacancies with
regularly licensed personnel, Four or {ive
ycars ago, onc-third of all teaching positions
weore filled by persons with substitute licenscs,
That figurc has declined to 12-15% and the Board
of Education has announced it will not license
any more permanent substitutes (although it
will have a category called per diem substitutes),
But consistently the vast bulk of recruits have
come from the New York retropolitan arca,

In recent years recruitment efforts outside
the New York metropolitan arca and those aimed
specifically at Black and Spanish-speaking candi-
dates have increased dramatically, For example,
75% of the total recruiting budget last year was
spent on out-of-town recruiting, Morecover, almost
$500, 000 has been allocated to the Board of Iidu-
cation/UFT Joint Recruitment Progroam whic o will
consist largely of out-of ‘own roo1 iitment, Trips
are madc renularl, 1o FPuerto Rico and to predormi-
pantly Plac’. southern colleges, Last year, 81% of
" IMivis on's public relations and acvertising budget
was ~pcent on media directed toward Black and
Spanish-spcaking audiences,

Despite this emphasis, most teachers still
come from the metropolitan area, with about 65%
from the City University of New Vork alones And
this effort combincd has resulted in only negligible
increascs in Black and Pucrto Rican proufessionals
in the school system, with New York remaining far
below othier large urban school districts.,

<, Selection,

In the public mind, selection of teachers
and supcrvisors in the New York City school system

13
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is regarded as the domain of the Board of Examiners,

That hes been only partially true since it is the Board

of Education which cstablishes cligibility requirements

to be met before a candidate can begin the examination
process. At the other end of the process, the body which
appoints the candidate (the City Board or community
boards for schools under their respective jurisdictions)
has discretion in making the initial appointment from
cligible lists, subject to the requirement that appointment
to teaching positions be made gencrally from the top three
candidates on ranked lists. By virtue of the 1969 Decen-
tralization Law, cligible lists for all supervisory positions
are qualifying iather than ranked, Therefore, anyone
whose name is o1 the list can be appointed. The appointing
body also has discrction as to the granting of tenure, which
is a later part of the selection process,

Morcover, other provisions of the Decentralizat,on
Law authorize community boards in certain circumstances
to appoint professional personnel outside the framework of
the Board of Foxaminers system. Community boards can
select their community superintendents on the basis of
state certification, And when teaching vacancies occur in
schools which arc in the lowest 45 percentile on city-wide
reading tests (lowest 40 percentile until September, 1971),
the community boards can appoint tcachers from October 1
to May | »n the basis of their performance on the National
Tecacher Examination. Teachers may also be sclected from
a regular ranked list but without regard to their rank, or
from an unranked list bascd on a special qualifying exami-
nation given by the Board of Examiners,

Despite these modifications, the local examination
is still at the heart of the selection process, And the Board
of Examiners, as the judgce of both content and performanre
in relation to examninations, continues to be a central force
in the sclection of teachers and supervisors,

The New York state Constitution requires that
appointments to the civil service, incliding teaching and
supervisory positions, '"be made according to merit and
fitness to be ascertained, as far as practicable, by
examination which, as far as practicable, shall be com-
petitive, .+ « o' The State Fducation Law permits cach city
school board in the State except Buffalo and New York
City to make appointments bascd on state certification



and such additional or higher qualifications as it
prescribes, The "merit and fitness'' requiremen

of the State Constitution may be fulfilled by the ) cal
school board's determination that a candidate 1, jucsses
the necessary qualifications prescribed by the L. e,
And each school board has discretion to decide the
practicability of determining merit and fitness by
examinaticn, competitive or non-competitive, Only

in New York City and Buffalo has the Legislature
determined that competitive or qualifying examinations
for most teaching and supervisory positions are
practicable on a city-wide basis, and only in New York
City has it required a Board of Examiners,

The examinations conducted by the Board of
Examiners typically consist of a written test with
short-answer and essay or written English questions,
an interview test, a review of record, and a physical-
medical examination, In some cascs there may also be
a performance component,

But, according to the courts, nonc of thes » aspects
is requircd by the Statce Constitution or the Stite Education
Law, The requisite examination may consist ol an vnas-
sembled examination -- perhaps just a review of record,
And an unassembled examination cun be competitive as
well as qualifying. Indeed, the Board of Exornin rs dues
create some eligible lists on the basis of unasscembled
examinations, Presumably it has the discretion to do so
in all cases,

According to its Chairman, Gertrude E. Unser,
the Board of Examinc~s conducts an average of 200 «if-
ferent examinations annually, covering as many as ©0, 000
applicants. There are about 1, 200 licenses overall in the
school system,

A sample of results supplied by the Board of Examiners
indicates that between 75% and 85% of the candid.ates who take
examirations in teaching licenses are ultimately licensed, As
that sample v ould suggest, ihe Board of Exasn incrs sces their
current examinations as havins a limited purpisc - "to ascer-
tain whether the applicants have the necessary koow ledge,
know-how, background, rccord, and health an.d obrervable
personality factors required of a beginning teacher, ™
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To carry out its responsibilities, the Board

of Examiners has a full-tbne staff of 170, Almost

all the full-time professional staff are teachers and

supervisors assigned year to year by the Chancellor,

“hiere is also a roster of approximiately 4, 500 persons
Semrane who are called upon as necded to prepare, conduct and

rate examinations, Approximatcely three-fourths of

these temporary examination assistants are also

cmployed full-tiime as tecachers and supervisors in the

New York City schonl system,

None of the Board!s personnel, full-time or
temporary, oexcept the four members of the Board of
FExaminers, is required, as a condition of employment,
to have training or cxpertise in personnel administration
or test construction (although some do have some such
training or expertise), In fact, there are no formal
requirements of any kind and no formal screcening pro-
cedures, despite requests by the Board of Examiners to
the Board of Education to vstablish such procedures,

The four menibers of the Board, on the other hand, take
Civil Service examinations which include a written test
designed to evaluate, among other things, technical com-
petence Vin the ficelds of education, testing and rescarch,

Tl Bourd of Examiners' budget for 1970-71, its
72nd year, was $3,2328,211. A total of $3, 466,911 was
allocated to personnel costs and $1,911, 000 of that amount
to compensation of temporary examination assistants, The
allocation for rescarch personnel is, according to Dr,

Groeene, $40, 000,

d. Accountability and Promotion,

In recent months, accountability of school systeims
and their personnel has become a widely-discussed national
issuc, The New York City school system has entered into a
contract with the Fducational 1esting Service under which
a design for educational accountability will be developed,

The {frammawork proposced by ETS makes clear that this design
will involve Vjoint accountability;' that is, the collective
responsibility of a school's entire staff rather than the
rosponsinility of individual teachers and supervisors., Al-
thougl this < onept wa. outside the scope of the Comumnission's
Learines, the issuce of tenure and promotion was a concern of

1any witnessos,

Q
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Teachers and supervisors have generally
served a three year probationary period, (A re-
cently enacted bill increases it to five vears.)

Only after they have successfally completed the
probationary period can they be given tenure, If

they are found unsatisfactory during that pre¢ bationary
period, they can be released at the end of a school
ycar without the elaboratc panoply of appeals availahble
to a tenured profes«ional {although some due process
safeguards are available), Success during probation
is measured principally by periodic supervisors!
ratings,

The rating system is designed to incorporate
performance on the job into the selection process, But
the Commission heard much testimony from educators,
officials of the Board of Education, cornmunity boanrd
members, community superintendents, principals and
others to the cffect that the probationary period actually
has little meaning. Probationers have been routinely
given satisfactory ratings by their supervisors unless
they demonstrated somic extraordinary deficiency. Si-
milarly, tenure has been granted with relatively few
cxceptions on @ mass basis, The Superintendent of Schools
(now the Office of the Chancellor) has historically re-
commended that tenure be granted to the hundreds or
cven thousands of names on a list and the Board of
Education, without any review of individual records,
has approved.

Some witnessces attributed the routinencess of
this proccess to the impact of the Board of Examiners,
According to them, the examination has assumed such
awcsompe proportions in the system that once a candidate
passcs it there is a strong presumption that he has moat
the major qualifications for a perman~ nt position in the
schoonl systeni,

Decentralization appears to be changing this

situation, Now the 31 comimunity boards grant tenurc

to teachers and supcervisors under their jurisdiction.

The number of probationers coming before cach com-
munity board is far more manageable than the thousands
which come before the City Board toward the end of cach
school ycear, Review of individual recerds is feasible and
the community supcerintendent, who now recommends pro-
bationers for tenure, can be expected to have first-hand
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.
insights to provide, Rcecommendations of parent-teacher

associations and other community organizations interested
in the schools are likely to be considered,

A number of commmunity boards have already an-
nounced that they arc making greater usc of the probationary
period to screen teachers and supervisors for competency
as well as personal characteristics, As a central part of
this effort, these boards will expect supervisors' ratings
to be more thoughtful and less automatic, Philip Kaplan,
Chairman of Community School Board No. 15 said,

. « o /If/ we start holding the principals
accountable for the progress in their schools,
they wiil stari weeaing ont those teachers
who cannot teach and meet the levels that
they sect,

The effective use of the rating system should be
important for promotions as well, Most supervisors come
from within the New York City school system, To be eli-
gible for a supervisory examination, an applicant gencrally
must have scrved a specified number of years as a teacher
and, perhaps, as a lower level supervisor as well, For
some recent exarainations, the prior service requirement
has been reduced, but cven in these cases it is still sub-
stantial, Thus, a wealth of information could be available
about actual performance of most candidates for supcervisory
positions, Nevertheless, cligibility for promotion to most
supervisory positions is heavily dependent upon the candi-
date's success on a centrally administered written test and
oral interview,

Finally, the rating system is pertinent to accounta-
bility of tenurcd personnel, One of the statutory grounds
for removal is incompetency, A carcful and detailed rating
system could provide the best basis for assessing compe-
tency of tenured personnel as well as probationers and
candidates for promotion.

Criticisms and Doefenscs of the Current System, A striking

consensus emcerged from testimony at the hearings, Substantial im-

provements are nececsary in all facets of the current employment

system, This consensus was the more noteworthy because it included

14
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those principally responsible for the current system and those princi-
pally affected by it For example, in the arca of test validity such
diversc witnesses as Jay Greene of the Board of Exarnirers; Albert
Shanker, President of the UFT; James Denecen of the Educational Testing
Service; Community Superintendents Edythe Gaines and Andrew Donald-
son; and the Principal of George Gershwin Junior High School, Irving
Flinkr r, agrecd that significant improvemients arc necessary,

The importance of this kind of consensus in many of the arecas
under investigation cannot be overestimated, These were not hearings
dominated by emotional, unsupported, rhetorical criticisms directed at
popular scapcgoats, On the contrary, the criticism was in the main
careful and factual, and it was offered by many most familiar with the
school system,

The brecad dimensions of the problem became clear with cach
succceding day of testimony. Will the current system scrve adequately
in the future if it is moderanized? Or is a fundamental restructuring
necessary? Differences of opinion naturally arose over whai kinds
of changes arec necded, This section of the report consider the criticisms
and defenses of all facetsof the current system, especially as they
bear upen this basic question,

a, Training.

The main criticisms voiced were of two kinds,
The first was that successful completion of a teacher
training program, cven in prestigious institutions, doces
not guarantce that every graduate possesses minimum
competency in his subject matter ficld or in spoken or
written English, In supporting this criticism, Dr. Greene
cited a "chamber of horrors' culled from e¢xamiinations
conducted by the Board of Examiners. He reported that :

You would be amazed to sce some of the
deficiencies that applicants who have de-
grees and ., , o Master's degreces have
in their own subject, written English and
literacy, Unless you are familiar with
the results that cross your desk it is al-
most difficult to believe that this is so,
There are applicants who don't possess
the knowledge of mathematics of an
average L3 ycar old youngster in our
junior high schools. , . . In written
English there are some amazing exam-
ples of illiteracy,

49
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Further in his testimony Dr. Greecne said:

I think City University is iu the forefront
of teacher education, hut that doesn't mean
that all their young people, with their host
of faculty, host of problems, that they can
give the sort of guarantee, the sort of im-
partiality and selection for public employ-
ment that we need,

This criticism was echoed by Mr, Shanker when
he said:

+++@ gond miany teachers on a national
basis barely manage to get out of

teachers college after they were pushed
out of every other institution, Colleges
arec notorious for passing everybody, It

is precisely because of the low standards
maintained by the colleges and institu-
tions that it is so important for the govern-
ment to maintain a standard of entry,

However, John Fischer, President of Columbia
Teachers College, generally rejected these criticisms,

«o. {IJo 1 think that the New York City
higher education institutions can per-
form the screening function themselves?
The answer is that I do, And I believe
that if we assume that the possession of
a Bachelor's degree, or an advanced
degree, is sufficient indication that the
holder of the degree has met certain
minimum requirements, we are making
an entirely safe assumption,

Dr. Fischer agrced that 'our universities and colleges,
being humanly managed institutions, fall somewhat this
side of heavenly perfection. ' But, in his opinion, reliance
on a personncel system like the Board of Examiners, which
he characterized as "quite objective but of highly question-
- ble validity, " was '
rror, "

‘much the greater and more scrious
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In fact, Dr, Fischer questioned whether the New
York City school system's employment processes might not
be failing to take advantage of information available about
candidates through their teacher training institutions, Each
of these institutions keeps dossiers about its students, Dr,
Greene had testified that only minimal use was made of such
information, Dr, Fischer responded that:

v+ 1t scems to me that any employing agency
can obtain from a college or university, or
from other sources, the information that it
requires tv separate incompetent or un-
desirable people from those who should be
employed,

The second major criticism of teacher training that
emerged was that, even if such training provides minimum
subject matter competency, it does not adequately equip the
young graduatc to go into the classroom, This criticism
was repeatedly “eard, especially as to the so-called
"difficult' urban schools,

Dr, Shields, in discussing the teacher credentialing
function assumed by American colleges, reported:

If you want to become a teacher you must
present a Bachelor's degree and some
cvidence of having taken courses, Now,
in tcacher cducation ... no one really
expects that what goes on in that insti-
tution that provides for credentialing ...,
has anything to do with performance on
the job,

Dr, Fischer made a related observation:

«seacademic training, though essential,is
not sufficient, Understandirg of th2 people
with whom one weorks, understanding of the
sitvations froin which those >ecople come,

is at least equal in importance to possession
of the traditional types of academic and
systematized professional preparation,
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Whether teacher training institutions or the
employing school district should be responsible for
developing these non-academic skills, was a matter
on which witness differed. Some, like Drs, Fischer,
Thewobald, Wilkerson and Dentler, believe this develop-
ment should come principally during a greatly improved
probationary period, According to this view, during
probation the new teacher or supervisor should be
carefully obscrved and assisted by his superiors to
insure a meaningful on-the-job learning experience,

At the same time, of course, his potential should ke
evaluated. At the conclusion of this two~way st1<et,
whether one calls it probation, provisional licensure
or internship, an informed decision can be made about
morce Permanent status.

Other witnesses, like Dr. Shields and Dr,
Lillian Weber, also of City College, testified that
teacher training institutions should entirely rede-
sign their curricula in an effort to make them more
relevant to effective teaching, Dr, Shiclds is him-
sclf involved in an experimental program which may
influence the future direction of teacher training.
This four-year program virtually does away with
traditional course work., Instead, students spend
most of their time in the field working with
children, As Dr, Shields put it, ',,.,instead of
taking a course in child development,they work with
children and watch their development, .. "

This approach may also attract more
minority group students to teacher training insti-
tutions, Mr, Bergtrauni expressed the view that
"many minority college students, sceing the for-
malistic system of those courses /in schools of
cducation/, arec turnecd off and do not go into
tcaching because they feel immediately that the
total curricular structure , ... doesn't relate
to what they are and to where they come from
and to what thev want to do. "

b, Rcc;utmg.

Not many years ago the nm2in criticism
about the Board of Education's recruiting prac-
tices was their failure to provide cnough
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qualified candidates to fill all the regular
teaching positions. As recently as the mid-
sixties, substitutcs filled about one-third of
these positions, This is no longer the case
although there are still shortages in some
licenses,

Today the major problem is the recruit-
meni of enough Black and Spanish-speaking
icachers and supervisors, Despite substan-
tially increased efforts during the past six or
seven years, according to Dr, Theodore H,
Lang, Deputy Superini endent of Schools in
charge of personnel for most of this period:

.seresults have been very Jdis-
appointing to those of us who have
exerted so much cffort to advance

this objective ..., Insofar as

Blacks are concerned the percen-
tage of Blacks fteaching? in the
system increascd from 8,2% in

1963 to 8, 8% in 1966 to 9,1% in

1969, This is disappointing indeed ...,
We made an ethnic count of the super-
visory staff only in the ycars 1966 and
1969, Lumping together appointed
supervisors and acting supervisors,
we still have a very disappointing
figure of approximately 4% Black
supervisors in 1966 and only approxi-
mately 8% in 1969,...1 caution you
that in these figures the Blacks are
morc heavily represented in the acting
posts percentage-wisc than they arce in
the appointed posts,

The statistics regarding Puerto Rican and other
Spanish -speaking teachers and supervisors are even
more discouraging, according to hector Vazquez, Director of
the Puerto Rican Forum, "Pucrto Ricans hold less than one
percent of the professional positions -- teachers, guidance
counselors, Burcau uof Child Guidance, assistant principals
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and department chairmen, "

Mean-7hile, the number of
Puerto Rican and other Spanish-speaking students in the
New York City public schools is fast approaching 300, 000,
or 259 of the total pupil population, Many of these stu-
dents have language problerns which make it critically
important that there be Spanish-speaking professionals
involved in their education,

Dr, Phyllis Wallace, Vice-President of the
Mectropolitan Applied Research Center, put the New York
City mirority group figures into a national perspective,
She testified that:

When the recruitment and promotion of
minority group teachers and supervisory
staff in the top five cities in the United
States are compared, it becomes appar-
ent that New York City's record is,
overall, the poorest,,,.In Chicago,
Detroit and Philadelphia, the percentage
of minority group teachers is at least
three and one-half times as great as
New York City, Los Angeles, next
lowest to New York City, has almost
twice the percentage of Black and
Spanish-speaking teachers as New York
City,

Because substantial numbers of full-time substi-
tutes were included in the New York City statistics, the
discrepancy is of course even greater for regularly
licensed teachers, According to Dr. Wallace, New York
City also has the poorest record among the largest cities
in tevms of the percentage of minority group personnel
in supervisory positions and the ratio of minority group
teachers and principals to minority group students,

How much of the problem rests with recruiting
as opposed to selection? There are no statistics
readily available, The Office of Personnel and the Board
of Examiners are, for the first time, compiling data
about the pass-fail performance of Black and S»anish-
speaking candidates on their examinations, The com-
pilation was required by a federal court in connection
‘with a suit brought by the NAACP Legal Defense and
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Educational Fund, Inc, . challenging the legality of
the school system's suparvisory examinations,

Absent this kind of data, one can only look
to the reactions of those who have had first-hand
contact with sckool system recruiting efforts, Dr,
Lang, in considering reasons for the small per-
centages of Blacks and Puerto Ricans in the system,
said, "We do not know the impact of our seclection
system in New York City as comparecd with the sys-
tcms of other scctions of the country.' He testified
that in his view the factors which affect the recruiting
cffort arc small percentages of Black and Puerto
Rican college graduates and intense competition for
them from private and public employers. Indeced,
scarcity of qualified Black and Puerto Rican appli-
cants was the principal defense of the system's
recruiting cfforts offered at the hearings. And, it
was said, the problem is in the process of curing
itselt,

Programs like City University's open
enrollment program, it was predicted, will
significantly incrcasc the percentages of Black and
Pucrto Rican colleg» graduates, This was em-
phasized not only by Dr. Lang but by others, such
as Albert Shanker and Walter Degnan, who basically
defended the current system,

Is it then juot a matter of time and patience?
Will the system really cuare itself? Mr. Shanker
suggested it would:

We know that we live in a socicty in
which the number of years which one
has been in the countryv, the amount
of wealth or poverty that a particular
group has, that these are factors in
terms of what particular jobs in this
socicty a group gets to; and we know
.«. that as various groups move into
the cities, the first thing they start
doing in their move towards upward
mobility is to buy small busincessces,
the candy store owners, cotce; and that
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their children, who first go to college,

then go into professions like teaching

and then the teachers go into other pro-
fessions; and, therefore, it has almost
always been that the teachers in urban
school systems represented predominantly
the immigrants of the previous gencration
who were tcaching the children of the newer
immigrants,

So, when the Irish came into the system,
they were taught by WASPS; and the Irish
then taught the Jews; and the Jews, the
Italians; and I supposc the next group

of Black and Puerto Rican tcachers and
administrators will be teaching the

new affluent grape-pickers, represented
by Cesar Chavez, when they move up
from the lowest to the next rung,

But even if there is sufficient time and patience
(Dr. Lang suggested we should allow the various posi-
tive forces '"to mature over the next five ycars without
pressing for immediate resultsina oncor two year
period of time'), many witnesses predicted that the
system will not curcitself,

Mrs, Daisy Hicks, Director of the Board of
Education's out-of-town recruitment program, said
that out-of-town recruiting has not succeceded, In her
words, "If you do not get what you arc going after,it
certainly reflects on it [out- {-town recruitment/,"
Mrs, Hicks attributed her ditficultics to scveral
factors: (1) a cumtersome, confusing sclection
process; (2) uncertainty about New York City's
commitment to minority group profcssionals; and
(3) the lack of guidelines with respect to professional
staff integration, Concerning the last point, Mrs,
Hicks said:

lam very happy to sce that these hear-
ings are being held because I hope out
of this will come some guidelines for
most of us who arc involved in re-
cruiting to follow, Although the New
York City school system has been a
leader in the field of education., . do
not fcel that this same lcadership will

ob
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be shown in the area of integration,
regardless of the procedures now in

use by the Board of Examiners or the
NTE, unless guidelines are spelled out
for New York.... The f ederal govarn-
ment is fully ~ware that very few busi-
nesses Or institutions have adopted fair
employment policies in hiring and firing
unless a watchful eye was focused on the
situation, In the case of the New York
City Board of Education, assistance must
be given .,..{U/nless we get some guide-
lines,I just don't feel we are going to meet
with the success that we are trying to
achieve,

Mrs. Hicks did not, of course, attribute the
inadequacies of minority group recruiting to malicious
motives or lack of awareness or concern, She pointed
instead to systemic or institutional problems, This
viewpoint was confirmed by Mr, James Watkins, a
teacher in the New York City school system and an
expert in teacher recruitment, Mr. Watkins based
his observations on his personal participation in
Board of Education out-of-town recruiting efforts,

The response of Dr., Phyllis Wallace to Special
Counsel also points to the importance of a clear-cut and
system-wide commitment

Mr, Tractenberg: Does that suggest that
recruitment is one c¢f the main areas in
which this school system has fallen down
in relation to the others that you have
mentioned in your study?

Dr, Wallace: I think that it's clear,
A1l of the cities that we have examined
pointed out that they had deliberately
introduced vigorous recruitment pro-
cedures, And, in fact, they would
laugh when the question would come up
about the difficulties of New York City
in finding qualified Black and Puerto
Rican graduates,

57
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Ce Selection.

The selection phase is at the heart of the employ-
ment process, and, in the public mind, the Board of
Examiners is synonymous with selection, Consequently,
the Board has attracted the most detailed scrutiny and
has been the subject of the most elaborate public criticism,
Perhaps because of this, there has been substantial agree-
ment about the need for major changes in the Board of
Examiners and its procedures,

Early in his prepared statement, Dr, Greene of
the Board of Examiners listed fifteen significant changes
effected by the Board in recent years, Both he and Chair-
man Unser of the Board of Examiners conceded that many
additional changes should be made. But, they argued, be-
fore the entire system is dismantled, its critics should
establish that the alternatives being proposed will actually
work better than the current system.,

It is not enough to find fault with the current
system, said Dr, Greene, because:

We're naturally in the position of being

a target, I know of no umpire in a

baseball game who is popular per se .vae
[OJur job is such, we can't be very popu-
lar, we have to be attacked and criticized
because we are making important decisions
to the best of our ability, We can't be
everybody's friend,

This defense did not persuadce the bulk of the wit-
nesses, who believed a process of gradual change was
insufficientat this staze, Of the 140 witnesses, most
urged immediate abolition of the Board of Examiners, at
least in its current quasi-independent form, Those who
fel: it might be continued recommended restructuring so
it could become a service agency of the City Board and
community boards rather than the ultimatc decision-maker
on eligibility for appointment, Only ecight witnesses,
including rhiembers of the Board of Examiners, favored
retention ol the Board in substantially its current form,
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Because of the comprehensivencss of the testimony
received in this area, this section is organized around
specific topics with a summary of the arguments pro and
con on each issue.

(1) Outmoded,

Many witnesses testified that, although
the Board of Examiners and its elaborate for-
mal examination process may have served an
important function in former years, it had
ceased to do so,

Chancellor Scribner faulted '"a system
of licensing which, however useful it has been
in helping to e¢liminate a spoils system: since
creation of the Board of Examiners more than
70 years ago, is now antiquated, outmoded and
inconsistent with both contemporary educational
requirements and the concept of decentralized
.schools, "

A similar view was expressed by
Irving Flinker, Principal of George Gershwin
Junior High School:

In industry, when a corporation presi-
dent finds that his machinery is out-
dated and uncconomical, he is quick
to change that machinery sc that it is
efiicient and brings in the dividends,
Certainly we can do no less for our
children ...+ The conditions of

labor supply and the children's needs
at the turn of the century were far
different frorm those prevailing today,
The size of ¢v'r systeim, current state
certification standards, decentralized
control and the special needs of inner-
city chiliiren require a re-evaluation
of our teacher sclecting system.

Former Superintendent of Schools Theobald
testified further as to differences in the historical
situation under which the Board of Examiners was
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created and the current situation in the city's
public schools, In sketching a brief history of
the development of the current system, he testi-
fied that at the time of the creation of the Poard
of Examiners the requirements to teach consisted
of one year of teacher training school beyond high
school. According to Dr, Theobald, the situation
is materially different now,

I think we are talking about a different
kind of a teacher world .... Right now we
have raoved teacher requirements up toa
Masters Degree, temporary certificate with
a Baccalaureate Degree and some ten or
twelve credits in teacher education, This
is far beyond what we had when the system
started and the Board of Examiners [was
created/. We measurc in our teacher
examination pretty much the same things
that youngsters supposcdly learned at
college 4444 [ would like to sce somebody
make a correlation study between our
examination in New York City and college
grades ,.. and I think you will {ind the
examination was not testing anything new,

In response to this criticism, the members cf
the Board of Examiners contended that the examination
system has been subsctantially modernized already and
can be further changed as conditions require. Dr.
Greene testified that, 'So far as our Board of Examiners'
procedures are concerned, unfortunately many individuals
and persons who have formed judgments and even those
who testified here are eypressed judgments that are
based upon the Board of Examiners' selection procedures
of ten, twenty, or thirty years ago,"

On the other hand, Chairman Unser noted that
some of the basic conditions which prompted the
Legislature to create a Board of Examiners still
exist, She said:
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Can anyone seriously believe that in-
fluence, patronage, raiding the public
treasury, the desire for power are any

the less operative today than they were

in that time /when the Board of Examiners
was established/? If you think that, just
read the daily press,

{ii) Delay and Deterrence,

Many witnesses criticized the Board
of Examiners for long delays in promulgating
eligible lists that discourage many. applicants
from applying and cause some who have ap-
plied to accept jobs elsewhere.

This is « major problem for those who
recruit for the Board of Education and com-
munity boards. In discussing the UFT/Board
of Education Joint Recruitiment Program, Mrs.
Daisy Hicks indicated that 1,000 minority group
applicants had been identified but were still far
from actually getting into the school system,
The examination process and its delays cause
serious problems., Mrs, Hicks testified that
although written tesls in some licenses were
given on the campuses by examiners between
January and April, the eligible lists are not
expected io be promulgated until September 1,
When asked whether that meant applicants
interviewed and tested during that period could
not he offered positions until September, Mrs,
Hicks said :

Well, 1 have hopes. Now I can't
predict what they [fhe Board of
Examiners/ are going to do, but

« « « {t]his type of an examination
they « « « are supposed to give + + »
priority . . . [5]o you and I can
just hope.

Aside from the delays, Mrs, Hicks
testified that the examination process serves
as a deterrent because so many applicants are

Q cnnfused by the procedures, This is especially
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true now that the National Teacher Examination
is accepted in lieu of the New York City written
test in some licenses and under certain circum-
stances, The Board of Examiners gives its own
written test on campuses in a limited number of
licenses, but other applicants must still come
to New York City to take the written test,

James Watkins, who also participated in
the Joint Recruitment Program, seconded Mrs,
Hicks' views. According to him, it has been dif-
ficult to move minority group applicants recruited
by the program through the selection mechanism,

Mr. Watkins: Out of the people that
we recruited last year, there were
something like 124 people that I was
acquainted with, There were 120
Blacks, four whites and by Septem-
ber 1st the Board of Examiners had
finally recommended for licenses
three whites,

Mr, Tractenberg: When had you
interviewed them?

Mr, Watkins: Well, some of them were
interviewed back in March and April,

Mr, Tractenberg: Did they take the
examination on the campuses?

Mr. Watkins: Yes, they did.

Mr. Watkins testified that the form of the
examination was another dcterrent,

+ + » You are sitting there and [ am
examining you with respect to a tcaching
pesition and this is another examiner
over here ard we are firing questions

y at you like in a third degree, Many of
LS
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the teachers will get up and walk
out for they would not want to be
subjected to this,

The task of assigning teachers to classrooms,
as well as recruiting them, is made more difficult by
the length of time it takes to promulgate eligible lists,
According to Dr. Lang, it takes from six to eight
months to bring out teachers' lists and longer for
supervisors’ lists. "It is a problem when the lists
are not available when needed. Of course, the Board
of Examiners will always tell me that they are working
very, very hard . . . ."

If vacancies cannot be filled by regularly
licensed teachers, per diem certificates can be issued
within a few days and the¢ holders hired to fill in, Of
course, in many cases, these are the very people who
have not yet been found cligible for regular licenses.

All of this creates problems for school aimin-
istrators, according to several who testified.
Irving Flinker described the impact on a principal :

The Board of Examiners sets up such a
barrier between teacher applicant and

schools to discourage the candidates from
taking the test and to frustrate the school
principals who have un-overed positions.
Early in September, 1969, hundreds of
tcachers stormed the corridors of the
Examiners' offices protesting the delay in
processing the July 3rd examinations. Aware
of this situation, many principals nominated
these qualified applicants for per diem cer-
tificates to {ill their vacancies about five days
before school opened. Because of an inefficient
system, tied in knots by re¢d tape, principals
waitcd from one to two weeks to {ill vacancies
with these teachers who had qualified three
months earlier for the jobs. In the meantime,
classes went uncovered, Results of the Sept-
ember, 1969 examinations were still not
available by the middle of January, 1970. When
a principal asks fer an explanatien, he is told
that more applicants took the test than were
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expected, and that the processing took a

long time. In my school a substitute teacher
took the regular teacher's examination in
French in November, 1968, but was not in-
formed of passing until January 20, 1970,

The processing of examinations is so cum-
bersome and confused that one regular
examination is given before the results of

the previous test are released, For example,
the same applicants who took the industrial
arts examination or the high school mathema-
tics examination in October, 1969, sat for

these tests again in January, 1970, because

the processing of the first tests was incom-
plete. When a system of teacher selection
requires needless second testing, the symptoms
of disintegration are clear, There is evident
neither consideration of applicants® morale nor
regard for taxpayers' money., The result of
such an uncoordinated procedure, so frustrating
to teacher applicants, is to impede the natural
flov: of graduate students into the city's schools, . . .

In response to such charges, tne Board of Examiners
offered several defenses. Of the changes in the Boavd's pro-
cedures enumerated by Dr, Greene, two rclate to problems
of delay.

There was a time when an examination for

a regular license took a year, sometimes
two years, and that was unconscionable . . . .
But, there has been a speed up in the pro-
cessing. For example, 6,000 or so students
who are lower seniors will take our common
branches examination in November. The
list will come out in March or carly April.
That's four months for the processing of
6,000 applicants . . . . I don 't know any
othtr examining body in the country or pos-
sibly in the world that can match a record

of speed and a record of ench comprehen-
siveness to that cxtent.

Thus in addition to speedicer processing, giving examinations to
"lower scniors' so that the results may be available beforc they
praduate is a s« cond recent innovation made by the Board of

Examiners, according to Dr. Greeneo Previously, only
Q ’
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graduates could take the examinations and this had

an obvious deterrent effect, since near-by school systems
without examination processes could offer positions earlier,
Even under the new system, however, apparently only

€, 000 of the 50,000 predicted applicants will be tested
during the fall of their senior year,

Another defense presented was that modernization
had resulted from use of single-day walk-in examinations
to fill emergency vacancies. However, testimony was
received that emergency vacancies often arise because the
Board of Examiners has not promulgated an cligible list by
the beginning of a school term and, thus, no one can be
appointed to a regular teaching position in that license
{although many qualified candidates have taken the regular
examination and arc awaiting a formal determination of
their eligibility).

In any cvent, some witnesses suggested that the
one-day, walk-in typce examination may have important
ramifications beyond its current use in {filling emeryency
vacancies, Presumably, its use to determine meriz for
regular licenses would satisfy the state constitutional and
statutory obligations imposed on the Board of Examiners,

In fact, Dr, Greenc characterized the purpose of these much
simpler examinations as checking the applicant's "minimum
competence to begin teaching children the next day," This
standard - "minimum competence' - is the same standard
the Board says it uses for its regular examinations,

Finally, Dr, Greence maintained that the exiimination
proccess, and especially the written test, should not be a
deterrent because the applicants

+ + » » have taken examinaticns of various
kinds in colleges and it is no great or hor-
rendous thing to say that such applicants
ought to be ablc to pass a test in their sub-
ject, ought to be able to demonstrate
minimum proficiency in written English,
ought to be able to converse with reasonable
clarity on a professional subject,
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(iif)  Rigidity.

Another comimon theme in the testimony was
that the present selection system is rigid and inflexible,
unduly restricting the pool of eligibles, City Board
President Bergtraum pointed to 'the emphasis on
formalistic training, formalistic requirements, long
periods of scrvice' as a reason why the New York City
school system has a low percentage of Black and Puerto
Rican professionals, He testified this emphasis was,
morecover, a disservice to all applicants for professional
positions,

Chancellor Scribner spoke of the current selection
system as a "form of city certification . . . laid on top of
state certification! which ', , [1]n many respects ., o .
is far morc intricate and much less flexible than state
certification,'" The Chancellor amplified this point with
a statement which captures the essence of the testimony of
many other witncsses

Becausce the precise system of licensing
scverely limits the schools of this city

in selecting professional staff, the system
in its existing form, I believe, is self-
defeating. For example, the present list

of cligible candidates for appointment as
nigh schecol principals is comprised of
approximately 12 names . . . . Without
deprecating the professional ability of

the candidates on this list, it is patently
absurd to limit the search for high school
orincipals for New York City to that list.
It's a decimated list of a dozen candidates
who qualificd for that list on the baris of

an cxamination given more than two and

a half years ago. The kind of system which
scts such limits does not serve the best
intcrests of youth, I believe . « « « I would
also submit that in 99 percent of the situations
in the United States you are not confined,
restrained, to this kind of a system. 1 would
also subinit te you as a part of this record
that we ought to take a look today at some of
the problems we have, and ask ourselves if
any of it, if any of it, just a bit of it, may be
contribut=d by this particular situation.
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Dr. Greene responded to this criticism by
charging that patronage would inevitably follow the
establishment of a more '"flexible! system :

Let's examine this phrase 'flexibility!

which is a public relations word and

sounds wonderful, I think you ought to

want to examine it rather than merely

accept it, It imeans you have a right to

choose anybody that you want because

you say that if you are the boss . . . you w
are accountable, and if you are accountablec

you ought to have the right to choose the

staffs. That sounds wonderful on the face

of it. But, this is the timeworn argument

that existed before Civil Service, because

every department head in public employment

said that too. The head of a Fire Department
might say you can’t hold me responsible for

the Fire Department unless you let me choose

all the firemen . + « « Then the new head comes
in, The new head doesn't want these people, he ‘
didn't pick them, there is no flexibilily anymore,
he wants them out, That's the spoils system. If
you want that flexibility, that's what it leads into
and that's one of the things the public and legis-
lature and I believe the majority of pecople in this |
city do not want in the school system. ‘

But a fair review of the testimony of those who ;
advocated flexibility did not reveal that any believed therc
should be authority to remove competent professionals
from their positions in order to replace them with new,
handpicked persons. In fact, these witnesses often em-
phasized that their criticism of the current selection
system fnr its inflexibility was not a challenge to concept:
of tenurc and job security (although questions were raised
in connection with accountability and promotion of school

professionals). !

|
Dr, Greene argued further that, far from restrict ng
the pool of eligibles, the current sclection system in fact’
results in a larger pool, He called attention to cligible Jiits,
such as the elementary school assistant principals' list, 1:ith
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700 to 1,000 names, According to Dr. Greene,

« « » the reality of that so-calleqg
flexibility is that the person who
makes the choice makes it from a
very small group of those he knows
or those who are recommended to
him or those who are forced upon
him by influence,

And the persons selected under a free choice system will
be ''yes men' as opposed to the many "nay sayers, ! icon-
oclasts and innovators who are now included on Board of

Fxaminers' eligible lists,

Responding to concerns about corruption, Peter
Strauss, Chairman of Community School Board No, 2,
testified :

T want to return to the role of the com-
munity school hoard in the selection
E<ocess , . « « Among the dangers is

the possibility that political or othez
improper criteria will be used to dis-
criminate against qualified professionals.
Thi¢ should not and need not occur if

fair and reviewable standards are devel-
oped. . . » The community school board
should be required to develop objective,
rational and reviewable - 1 think that is
important - reviewable employment cri-
teria which would supplement the minirnum
standards,

Still Dr. Giecne's dichotomy is at the very heart
of the dialogue about the professional’s relationship with
the community in which he works and the parents and
children to whom he is ultimately responsible. Wrere is
the line between a professional who is sensitive to the
special nceds ot a community and its children and a ''yes
man?' Where is th2 line between an iconoclast and a
professional who si. ply cannot relate to or understand
the children he is asked to teach or supervise? These
are difficult questions which cannot be disposed of by
generalities, The test of a selection process is whether
it can indeed make the appropriate distinctions.

C8
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tiv} Cost and Patronage.

Many witnesses criticized the high direct and
indirect costs of an elaborate local examination system.
The Board of Examiners' annual budget now exceeds
$3.5 million. Several witnesses arguei that since the :
failure rate on the most popular examinations has bean *
so relatively low (from 2% to 28% but seldorn as much as;

20%), the cost per "incompetent' screcned out is extremely
high,

According to Miss Jeanette Honkins, a vice-president
of Metropolitan Applied Research Cener :

e « o {AJ1l but approximately 566,000 is
paid for salaries, If the $32,(.00 paid to
each examiner is subtracted, ibout $2,8
million is left for the Board of Exarniners
to disburse to assistants and consultants
of their own choosing. Overa:l, the budget
of the Board of Examiners La: increased
about 233 per cent during the [0 years be-
tween 1958 - 59 2nd 1968 - 69 By com-
parison, the total budget of th: Board of
Education increasecd 175 percent during the
same period. For other compi.riscn, the
budget of $3 million-plus of th: Board of
Examiners in the ycar 1968 - 39 approxi-
mates the money sgent for libraries in all
day schools, and exceeds that spent for
adult education in evening high schools,

Scveral witnesses testified that the large
proportion of the budget of the Board > Examiners
available for salaries of assistants is a form of patronage,
Peter Strauss, President of Community School Board No.
2 in Manhattan, said that the manner n which examination
assistants are sclected :

« « +» is one of the things that tas always
distressed me very much, that in a system
which has defended itself by arjuing it was

so fair and objective, the very people who
did the examinations were chos:n in a system
of patronage, The way you get to earn that
$3,000 or $1,000 a year as an assistant
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examiner is really by whomn you know
downtown, I've had experience where
principals and assistant principals have
complained to me that because of some
personal run-in with somebody who made
the sclections, they are no longer em-
ployed as assistant examiners,

Andrew Dcnaldson, Community Superintendent of
Community District No, 9 in the Bronx, who holds a number
of licenses within the school system, spoke from his personal
experience with the examination process,

There is no merit to the Board of Examiners,
It has discouraged people from coming into
the school system. The actual examining ., . .
is not done by the four members of the Board
of Examiners who are carefully examined in
objective tests, but by an army of hundreds of
assistant examiners, both permanent and tem-
porary, who are paid and who actually create
the tests, conduct them and mark them, 1
would suggest that the millions of dollars
spent on this endeavor could be better spent
on the ckildren of New York City, . . . The

« « « political patronage and interference
exists right now, and has existed, in the
Board of Exarniners. And what appears to

be '"merit' is strictly a facade.

Superintendent Donaldsoun also referred to an indirect
cost of the examination process which drew the opprobrium
of many witnesses - costly private coaching courses, And
the costs are not limited to the registration fee for the coach-
ing course {although that, by itself, can be significant),
Thkere arec also costs in terms of time committed to an
exercise which may have limited, if any, relevance to the
performance of the job, according to witnesscs who had
taken and given such a course, Mr, Donaldson testified :

I think we arc all aware of the examination
jargon, the fact that there is a kind of
language which has to be learned -- rote
learncd -- to be spewed back on the exami-
nations whether in written form or in verbal
form; the fact that people make hundreds and
hundreds of dollars writing these books, thesc
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coaching books, thousands of dollars
conducting the coaching courses, which

still cxist, in order to learn the jargon

and spew it backe , . . /E/ven in the

official coaching courses which have just

been begun in the last few years by the

Board of Education to prepare candidates

for the exam, the phrasc is used, as has
always been used, "For Exaniination

Purposcs Only.' At the time 1 took the
examination, of course, there were not any
Board of Education coaching courses. You

had to pay. And when they talk about mi-
nority group candidates, if I hadn't had the
G.I. Bill of Rights I probably couldn't have
afforded the coaching courses. It costs

$700, There were several hundred people

in it. A principal, practicing principal,

was conrlucting it, a principal who made

surc that he told us that he made it a4 point

to play golf on weekends with some of the
examiners who are on the Board of Exantiners,
¢« « » The saddest part of this entire fiesco

is that it Las discriminated against whites
more than it has discriminated against Blacks.
« « « Having gone through this, having sat
with the hundreds in the coaching courses and
having heard the anguish, I can tell you most
o’ the pecople who werce discriminated against
were not Black or Puerto Rican or Spanish,
these were whitc people, I have heard of the
men who had to take th2ir families up to the
Catskills all sunumer and virtually abandon
tiiem so as to retire to cabins and cram and
cram and cram, to learn the nonsense material
in order to be able to regurgitate it on signal
at top lightening speed, . . . /_in the coaching
courses/ you are virtually trained oat of doinyg
every single thing you earned in school, Your
whole orientation is 'For Examination Purposes
Only.'! You are told by the coach over and over
again this has nothing to do with ruvnning the
school; this ha. nothing to do with reality; this
is in order to pass the examinaticn.
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John King, a formier Exccutive Depuly Super-
intendent of Schools and now Professor of Education
at Fordham University, testificd about his experience
as the operator of a private coaching course and as
the moving force behind the crceation of the Board of
Education's coaching courscs for supervisory exami-
inations - the so-called Professional Promotional
Seminars,

Imincediately after I was appointed an
assistant principal, I started coaching
courscs, not out of altruisin but in order
to supplement my salary as an assistant
principal. . . . If onc wanted to become
a‘supcervisor or if onc wanted to becomce a
teacher he had to match wits with the Board
of Examiners with the help of a coaching
courscs + . « The examination is a rather
cextravagant examination of a person's
ability to memorize facts -- and I know
that it can be donc that way becausc in
giving coaching courscs over the years [
could guarantece , , , that the person v suld
pass that examination if he did the things
we asked him to do in memerizing the
nccessary mnenomics and other devices,

« « « 1 was preparing pcople to pass an
examination. I was not preparing people
for the principalship.

According to Dr, King, the Professional Promotional
Seminars, at least initially, werc designed to serve the same
function - to get people through examinations, When questioned
by Mr. Tractenberg about whether a school system doesn't
scem to be working at cross purposcs when one of its arms
is crealing and administering an examination process and
another is preparing pceople to succeed in that process, ¥Fred-
erick Williams, Assistant Superintendent in charge of the
Division of Recruitment, Training and Staff Deveclopment
{now Deputy Supcrintendent for Pcrsonnc}], could only
answer that other institutions have done the same.

The Board of Examiners defended against these
criticisms about the cost of the system in several ways,
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First, Dr. Greene argued that, in fact, it was
less expensive to use local examinations administered by
the Board of Examiners than to use an alternalive written
examination such as the National Teacher Examination. To
support this claim, he stated that the short-answer part of
the Board of Examiners' common branches elementary school
teacher examination could be prepared, conducted and graded
for $5,3500. If the approximately &, 003 applicants who nor-
mally take this examination annually took the NTE instead,
it would cost $78, 000 ($13 registration fee per applicant),
Therefore, the use of the local examination would save
$73,000, according to Dr. Greene,

The basis for Dr, Greene'’s $5,000 cost figure is
unclear, however, Certainly, from an overall point of view,
it is difficult to conceive of how so Jow a cost figure could
result, The Board of Examiners' annual budget is more than
$3.5 million, According to Dr. Greene, roughly 50,000
applicants are cxamined each year, That would suggest the
average cost of examining each application is more than
$70. On that basis, the cost of the common branches
examination for 6, 000 applicants would be more than $420, 000,

But aside from the detailr of how the cost of Board
of Examiners written tests is computed, many witnesses
considered any mandatory written test unncecessary, if not
undesirable, If the written tests were eliminated entirely,
the cost savings would be indisputable, The Board of
Examiners' response was that decentralizing the selection
system would lead 1o expensive duplication, whether or not
a written test wae used, Dr, Greene said :

« + » [W]e have 50,000 teachers applying

to us. What will happen in New York City

if there are 30 commmunity boards and we

know there are 50,000 people who want the
jobs? Are the 50,000 pcople going to apply

to Local Scheol Board 1 and also to Local
School Board 2 and 3 and 4? Is each Local
School Board going to screen 50,000 or
thousand who are on the principal's list, . ., ,?

He did not suggest whether there were mechanisms
other than the Board of Examiaers, such as a central re-
cruiting and screening system, which could perform such

\ tasks. In any case most of the witnesses at the hearings
LS
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wanted to decentralize the decisive appointment authority
rather than the ministerial referral authority,

To the charge of patronage in the Board of Exama-
ners! selection of temporary examination assistants, Miss
Unscr, Dr, Greene and Dr, Alfred Weinstein, President
of the Junior High School Principals Association and a unit
head of the Board of Examiners, conceded that the pro-
cedures for selection of full-time and temporary assistant
examiners wcere entircly informal and based largely on
recommendations. All stated that for ycars the Board of
Examiners has urged the Beard of Education to require
examinations for full-time staff members to replace the
current practice of assignment of persons licensed as
teachexr s or supervisors, Dr, Greence stated that he and
Dr., Rockowitz, another member of the Buard of Examiners,
have been appointed as a committec to develop more formal
procedurcs for the selection of temporary assistant examiners,
or,as he said, "some procedure that will be free of any taint
and fairer.'" At anotncr point, Dr, Grecnc said that, "If
charges of patronage arc made, if this {a more formal
procedurc] is believed in any way to imake it better and
fairer, . . . that's the purposc of the committece. + + "
Aind, at yct another point, "1If there is public dissatisfaction
with the way it is being done, then it [Z\ morc formal
procedure/ is worth doing. . . ." Clearly, the Board of
Examiners is becoming scnsitive to public concern about
the method used to expend about $2 million of its budget for
temporary assistant examiners,

The final arca of criticism -- coaching courses --
gave risc to sceveral interreclated defenses summarized in
an exchange between Mr, Tractenberg and Miss Unser,

Miss Unsecr: . ., . The Board of Examiners suggested
originally that theve ought to be professional seminars,
not to coach people for ecxaminations because there is
no special know-how or cexpertise to take this kind of
cxam as compared to anything else, , . . Wec sugges-
ted that professional seminars be sct up to increasc
the professional competence of minority group appli-
cants so that they would be beiter prepared to be
successful in examinations,

Mr, Tractenberg: In view of your last comment,

particularly, I would like to, . . get your reaction
to a page . » + from the notes handed out in one of
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the private coaching courses . . . last

fall, . . . Some of the advice given in-
cluded the following: number one, if in

doubt about any item, include it; the marking
kecy does not provide penalties for errors,

no matter how foolish,

Miss Unser: ., . . We are not responsible
for what some coaches may be saying in an
effort to drum up business,

Mr, Tractenberg: I wasn't suggesting that
you were responsible for them. I think it

is interestidg, however, how people who

are within the system, licensed people,

view the examination process. Among the
other hints given are, 'Don't waste time
erasing, simply cross out, Rememnber,
time is of the essence.,’ Next, 'Shall I use
mnemonics? Yes, these constitute an
integral facet of your successtul examination
technique. The mnemonics we will provide,
and in accordance with the techniques pre-
scribed and subject matter prescnted, will
do much to insure your success in this exam-
ination,' , , . Do you have a reaction, not
in terms of the Board of Examiners being
responsible in any direct way. , . . b1t simply
abaut this as a perception of how people see
your exams and ways in which they can tutor
people to pass them?

Miss Unser: . . « We can't stop them if they
have faith in that sort of thing, . . . I didn't
think it was necessary to go through that sort
of thing, but if people mike money out of it
and other people think it will help them, we
can't stop them. I don't think it reflects our
philosophy at all,

ERIC
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Mr, Tractenberg: Do you regard it as a
wasteful by-product c¢f the exarnination
system?

Miss Unser: I certainly do not, I think
there are coaching courses all over for
people who think they should have some help.
We have always refused to use anyone who
was engaged in coaching as an examination
assistant,

Mr, Tractenberg: I want to point out that
your by-laws say anyone who has conducted
a private coaching course in the past three
years is excluded, but presumably if a person
conducted one four years ago he would be
eligible to be an assistant examiner and,
similarly, someone who is currently serving
as an assistant examiner would be fully eli-
gible under your own by-laws to be head of

a private coaching course immediately after
his connection is severed,

Miss Unser: If he so desired, we couldn't
stop him,

Data provided the Commission by the Board of Examiners
since the hearings indicate that during the past three years, "ap-
proximately 65 examination assistants have been removed from
service because of participation in courses preparing applicants
for license examinations, "

(v) Invalidity and Bias.

The most serious of the criticisms levelled against
the current selection system is that it lJacks validity and that
it fails to achieve the objectivity claimed to be one of its
cornerstones,

Some background is necessary to understand the

criticisms and defenses in this area, The information which
follows was extracted principally from testimony of the
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witnesses participating in the segment of the hearings
devoted to cest validity.

An examination process is evaluated by threce
principal criteria-objectivity, reliability and validity,
Objectivity signifies that, to the extent possible, each
applicant is evaluated on the basis of criteria and by
means which are applied uniformly to all applicants, that
is, there is no bias or discrimination against any appli-
cant or group of applicants, Accordingly, every cifort
must be inade to ncutralize the subjectivity of those who
construct, administer and grade the examinations,

Reliability refers to the corsistency with which an
examination measures what it purpoits to measure., A
completely reliable examination, therefore, is one or which
each applicant will achieve the same scorc no maiter how
many times he takes it,

Finally, validity expresses the degree to which an
examination actually measures what it is used to measure.
In the case of examinations used for employment purposes,
validity is often referred to as "job relatedness.' Two
types of validity dominated the testimony on this subject-
content validity and predictive validity.

According to Dr. Robert Thorndike, Professor of
Psychology and Educaiion at Columbia Teachers College
and a testing consultant to the Board of Examiners, content
validity is asscssed sn terms of how well the examination
tasks match specific parts of the performance required on
the job and how important those parts are to toial performance,
This assessment generally is made both by those familiar
with the particular job and by those expert in creating
examination tasks to reflect important parts of job performance,

Predictive validity, on the other hand, is an exami-
naticn's ability to identify who will perform well on the job,
This type of validity usually is evaluated by empirical studies
to determine whether examination scores are closely related
to appropriate measures of success on the job,

To illustrate these principles in the teacher context,
a portion of an examination for elementary school teachers
might be designed to test knowledge of English grammar.
{(This is like most Board of Examiners written tests which,
according to Drs, Greene and Thorndike, arc proficiency
tests designed to measure acquired knowledgn rather than
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aptitude tests.,) Because most elementary school

teachers teach English gramme.r, this subject maitter
knowledge may relate to an appropriate job task.,

Whether it is sufficiently important to warrant being

singled out as a part of the selection process must

be assessed by those completely familiar with teaching

in the schools today, On the other hand, whether the

test items designed to determine if applicants know

English grammar are likely to do o must be assecssed

by test experts, Only then can the content validity of

this portion of the written test be determined, But even

if it validly tests applicants! knowledge of English grammar,
success on it is no assurance of success in actually teaching
students English grammar, The only prediction about per-
formance rnade h; a content validity test of this kind is the
negative prediction that a perscn without minimum knowledge
of English gramrnar will probably not be a good teacher of
it,

A deterrnination of predictive validity does not depend
on this kind of judgment. Rather, it requires identifying
critevia of good English grammar teaching, Then, an em-
pirical study must be conducted to see whether high scorers
on these test items tend to be better at teaching English
grammar than low scorers,

Because a proficiency test assesses the extent to
which an applicant has certain specific skills or knowledge
required on a job, according to Dr. Thorndike, it is usually
validated by a content validity study. An aptitude test, on
the other hand, determincs whether a person has the under-
lying abilities that are necessary il he or she is to acquire
the knowledge and skills of a job, A predictive validity study
is normally used in this case,

Some testing experts state, however, that predictive
validity studies are appropriate, if not necessary, for pro-
ficiency tests as well, Dr, Thorndike considered such a
study to have "supplementary relevance,' Counsecl
Tractenberg pointed out to Dr. Greenec that another Board
of Examiners testing consultant, Dr, Aaron Carton,
Professor of Education at Stony Brook, went further,
saying, '"Without studies of predictive validity (i. e., assess-
ments as to how well the tests select individuals who
function successfully on the job) the very assumptions as
to what constitutes expertise in any given field cannot be
fully tested, "
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This is important testimony because, as we hava
scen, Drs, Greene and Thorndike have said that mosi |

Board of Examiners written tests are primarily pro- ‘

ficiency tests (althongh Dr. Richard Barretft, another

psychometric expert who bkas reviewed these tests, tos-
tificd that they arc aptitude tests because a teacher's |
or supervisor's job docs not involve writing answors tc
questicns but rather using skills or communicating

knowledge). Much of the criticisin of the Board of

Examincrs tests was bascd on the lack of predictive

validity studics,

i
;
!
i
[

A final background item is important. Validit:,
considered in its broader, lay sense, has several coni-
ponents, QOne, the psychometrician's {westing expert!s)
concept of validity just discusscd, Two, the lawyer's?
concept of legality under constitutional, statutory or |
regulatory standards, Three, the layman's concept ¢

of general relevance to the school system and the edication
!

of children,

i
Criilicisms of the examination process have o:uscd
on two of the criteria for evaluating examirations -iits lack
of validity in the broader sense, and its lack of obj:ctivity,
!
Validity, Of the many witnesses who spoke to
this issuc, the predominant recaction was that
there is insuffitient evidence of validity to 1
warrant continued reliance on the current |
cxamination process. No procf cxists, accord-
ing to manv witnesscs, that applicants who score
well on the examination perform better on the
job than others. Indeced, other witnesszs snug-
goested the system is actually anti-merit, tlat,
for example, it screens in those who know or
carce to learn the lingo and the orthodox: tes:
knowledge, but screens out many who coulc be
nmore cffective teachers and supervisors. Albert
Ghanker, President of the UFT, testified, I
would think that an examination which take ’ the
amount of time to cram for,which some of :he
examinations hzve , , . {3/ counterprodu :tive
and, in many cases, it might actually tend to
attract a person who is . . . less qualificd for

a job,"

oae) ":
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Criticism about invalidity was voiced in
the main not by those whose careers had
been impeded by problems with the exami-
nation process., Deans and professors of
schools of education, community board
chairmen and comraunity supcrintendents,
current and former Board of Education
officials, teachers and supervisors who
had been successful in the process, edu-
cational consultants and testing experts

- most cxpressed the same concerns,

The consensus is striking for two reasons,
It may, of course, point to an actual lack
of validity. But even if the examination
proccss could be demonstrated by test
experts to have a satisfactory level of
content validity, the fact that so many
responsible pcople involved in so many
facets of cducation react to it as they do
vight compromizn its actual value as a testing
instrument, Test experts have a term for
it. They speak of frce validity - a limited
kind of validity based on whether the test-
takers belicve the test validly measures
some job-related characteristics,

Wendy Lehrman, ateacher at P, S, 87 in
Manhattan, told cf her reaction to the test,

I was told where to go for this
coaching . . , It was memorizing

- they gave us old examinations

and told us old answers and , , ,

we were told that we mustn't stray
from or challenge the status quo,
There were certain answers to be
expected from us. We weren't to

usec multisyllabic words or complex
sentences » » » because we might
misspell them or do anything to
increase the statistical chance of
error, We were given the key
vocabulary in fad that ycar in order

to incorporite it into as many answers
as possible, I spent two weeks memor-

. izing meaningless phrases,. , ., It was
v
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30



- 51 -

apparcnut that I was neither
expected to be infellectually

or morally committed to, cr
capable of carrying out, any of
the answers., , . . I passed the
examination and there was no way
they could tell whether 1 could
communicate with children, ., ..

The criticism that there is no evidence of a
correlaticn between good performanc: on the

test and good performance on the job goes largely

to an absence of predictive validity, Even assuming
the Board of Examiners tests are proficiency,

rather than aptitude-type tests, a nuinber of testing
experts believe, as we have seen, thit predictive
validity estudies are important and uszful, Designing
such studies is admittedly difficult, But Dr, Greene
tcstified that the Board of Examiners has never
attempted such a study with respect o its teachers'
examinations. (Apparently there has been a minor
predictive validity study of a supervisory level
examination.) By way of comparisor, the Educational
Testing Service has carried out several predictive
validity studies of the National Teaclt.er KExamination,
accarding to Dr, James Dencen's testimony, and the
Philadelphia school system has recently begun a pre-
dictive validity study of its own selection process,

The Board of Examiners responds to criticism
about the lack of predictive validity c¢vidence in two
ways, First, that it relies on content validity rather
than predictive validity, Second, thut there is a shortage
of funds, as described in the following exchange :

Dr. Greene: ., . . [D)Jid we imply that

we helicved the first three prople . . .

on the list . . ., are better ttan the next

four in terms of teaching ability or super-
visory ability? I don't believe we have, . . «

Mr, Tractenberg: Then the record ought

to be clear that the ranking of people on

the exam, insofar as the Boird of Exami-

ners is concerned, has no correlation to
o their likely performance on the job,
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Dr. Greene: , ., . I have said that the
ranking indicates that on the test we
have used . . . these are the people who
did best.

Mr. Tractenberg: This does not repre-
sent a prediction on your part?

Di. Greene: We don't have evidence on
that.

Mr., Tractenberg: I gathc~ you don't plan
to acquire that evidence.

Dr. Greene: We have tried. We didn't
have a research staff at all until three
years ago, We pleaded for one every
year, Now we have two neople, . . .
Hardly enough in today's climate, Hardly
[enough to do7 anything more than to get
guidance from the colleges.

Mr. Tractenberg: You agree if you had
a larger staff through more budget funds
you could have taken more extensive
cfforts to validate the tests?

Dr. Greene: We have pleaded for that,
There arc so many problems that we

rcally ought to go into. The percentage

of our budget allocated for research is
abysmal as compared to other organizations,

Mr, Tractenberg: What is your budget for
this current year?

Dr. Greene: We have one research associate
and one assistant. I would say, therecfore,

o it's about $40, 000.

ERIC
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Mr. Tractenberg: OQut of a total budget
of how much?

Dr. Grecne: About three million.

Mr, Tractenberg: Doesn't it seem the
proportions are a little askew, and
wouldn't it make more sense /[to spend
a little more to] find out whether the
tests are valid and a little less on giving
them?

Dr, Greene: 1 agree we should have rnore
research and go into matters of validity
whether predictive or content, . . ."

Dr, Greene's statement that mora research is
necessary regarding even content validity leads to the
second main area of criticism - that the examination
process lacks even content validity,

As noted above, content validity depends principally
upon two ingredients. There must be adequate job descriptions,
prepared by persons fully familiar with the current demands
of the positions, on the basis of which the test items are con-
structed, And the construction of the test items must be done
by persons with the necessary expertise, Many witnesses
charged that neither of these ingredients is present in the New
York City school system's examination process,

Theodore Lang, until recently Depaty Superintendent
in charge of the Office of Personnel, testified that during his
five and one-half years iu that position he was unawarc of any
updating of the description of duties for any teaching license.

Mr, Tractenberg: But isn't it ytur responsi-

bility . . « to devise that statemant of duties?

Dr, Lang: I would say that we do have a re-
sponsibility to devise the statement of
responsibilities and send it down, yes,

33
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Mr, Tractenberg: But you have not felt
that responsibility involved updating any
of the teachexr statements of duties in at
least five years?

Dr, Lang: That's correct, That doesn't
mean it shouldn't be done now, but I have
not up to this point.

Dr. Greene explained how the Board of Examiners
compensates for this lack of a job description, '"When an
examination is prepared, we bring in experienced principals,
college personnel, and we often begin by saying what are the
problems that teachers will be facing, . . . Letl us prepare
questions based upon the problems teachers face and the
knowledge that they should have in today's climate, . « "

But Dr. Greene conceded that this was an informal procedure
- a "shortcut" in his words, 'I don't believe we have been
derelict in getting the facts, but we haven't gone through a
procedure and they [/the Office of Personnel] haven't bothered
sending it," Dr., Greene testified, '""Every time they ask us
for an examination they should send us such a statement [of
duties/.!" When asked whether he was satisfied that the panels
of experts were sufficiently in touch with the real needs of the
school system, Dr, Greene replied, "We hope so,"

During the testimony of Stephen Pollak, former
Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights
Division of the Justice Department, Mr, Tractenberg quoted
‘rom a statement by William Ennis, staff psychologist at the
U. S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, which is
relevant to the composition of such panels, Dr. Ennis
cautioned against using job analyses developed by people
serving in the position for which the exarnination is being
given, saying :

The job analyses should be conducted by
independent persons trained in this acti-

vity. . . . Otherwise, the results may be
seriously biased by self reports which are com-
pleted by the incumbent. . , . The rcason for
this potential bias is that many employees . , .
tend to report as important those work aspects
which they most enjoy or those which they do
well, . . « Therecfore, some critical campo-
nents of the job may be slighted, even though
they are matters of the greatest concern, . . &
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The absence of updated job descriptions for teaching positions
was a source of concern to some witnesses, Dr, Thorndike, who has
been an expert testing witness for the Board of EExaminers in litigation,
testified that, "Assuming the job has substantially changed, if the de-
scription refers to a previous job which is obsolete, it would not be
very useful,' (Dr., Thorndike did question whether the passage of five
and a half years necessarily meant the earlier description was obsolete,)
Dr. Barrett, who specializes in the impact of testing on minority groups,
rriticized the job description facet of the process for reasons other than
failure to update. He said :

The first and, I think, most crucial step in developing

a sclection procedure iz a job description. The job
description should tell what a person does, why he does
it, how he does it, what skills are involved, what kind

of performance is likely to lead to success, what kind

of performance is likely to lead to failure. Once there

is a good ‘ob description, and this could take months for
a compliciated job such as that of a principal, the descrip-
tion will serve as a guide in the development of the rest
of the selection procedures,

Dr. Barrett characterized even the formal job descriptions
which the Board of Examiners relies on in constructing some exami-
nations as mere skeletons, referring specifically to a recent job
description for high school principals,

One item is to work to build and maintain high teacher
morale., That is the end of the statement, As it stands
there, itis simply a platitude, Everybody wants high
moralc of the people that work for him. . .. [T/his
is a skeleton of a job description and does not give the
kind of information that is uscful for & person who is
going to develop a test. . . . The problem that first
comes up if we don't have an adequate job description
is the person who is Jdeveloping and scoring the tests,
interviewing people or giving them an observation,
« « « must fall back on his experience, This means we
have some scnior person who has been in the system for
a long time, whose cxperience is rapidly coming out of
date as circumstances change, who has probably had a
very }inited experience in a system of 900 schools, he
canno: have seen all of it, He falls back on his own ex-
pericnce and tends to perpetuate the conventional wisdom
of the existing establishment and it makes it difficult for
o him to conceive of . . . different kindr of people coming
E lC into the kind of job he has been used 1o,
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If a test is not sufficiently related to a careful, complete
and current job description, its job-relatedness is clearly at issue.
That raises a serious legal issue according to former Assistant
Attorney General Pollak.

The Supreme Court has ruled that 'any qualification
must have a rational connection with the applicant’s
fitness or capacity to perform an occupation or pro-
fession. . . .' In my judgment, this means that no
school board may lawfully use a standardized test as
part of its selection process, whether for hiring, re-
tention or prometion, unless that test is a valid and
reliable measure of the candidate's capacity to perform
well on the job for which they are under consideration,
In fact, the United States District Court for the District
of Massachusetts has so held in December of 1969 in the
case called Arrington v. Massachusetts Bay Transpor-
tation Authority. It ruled there that the Authority denied
rights guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment when it
decided among applicants , . , on the basis of scores
from tests which were not job-related.

Mr, Pollak amplified these remarks in testimony so important
as to warrant abundant quotation :

The thrust of the due process requirement is simply that
school board: must act reasonably, If a board refuses to
hire, retain or promote a teacher because of his score

on a test, then the board should be able to show that the
test is a reliable predictor of the capacitly of those taking
the test to perform on the job in that system. If the board
cannot make this showing, its action, if challenged, will
not be sustained. To fulfill the mandate of the Equal Pro-
tection Clause, the standardized test must not burden or
benefit candidates because of their race, economic class,
or religion. , , , Further, wheve a test measures only

a portion of the qualifications required for successful per-
formance on the job, and that is really true with all tests
that I knoew of, and where members of a minority gioup
uniformly scorc lower on the test, the Equal Protection
Clause would preclude a school board from acting solely
on the basis of the test, . . . There is no requirement
on plaintiffs to show that the school boird has used the
test purposefully to discriminate, . ., . In determining
whether a test discrirninates against miembers of a minority
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group who will be in the test population, the
school board should make its own study using
expert help as necessary.,,.Where a test
makes valid predictions for members of a
majority group, but not for a minority, it

should not be used in evaluating
the latter.,,, Where the test measures minor

traits of teachers rather than major ones, it
shouid not be given significant weight...,
Alternatives which measure critical traits

should be sought and weighed more heavily.
Moreover, this process of validation and

review for non-discrimination should not be
conducted once and then forgotten, Analysis of
the effect of the test on minority applicants and
review of the relationship of the test to the skills
considered necessary to top performance on the
job must be a continuing responsibility of the
school administrators.,..l fear that few, if any,
school boards have made,...the studies necessary
to insure that a test serves their legitimate neceds
without discrimination, These studies must be
made and repeated as needs change, if tests are
to be the servant of the boards, rathcr than their
master, ... Unless used within proper and careful
limits, a test adopted as a part will become the
whole of a selection process in what [ believe will
be serious risks of violations of the Constitution.

The pending case of Chance v, Board of Examiners
challenges the constitutionality of the Board's supervisory
examinations along the lines discussed by Mr, Pollak, The
Federal District Judge has ordered the Board of Examiners
and Board of Education to provide pass-fail data broken down
by race, To do so, the Board has had to conduct its first such
study regarding supervisory examinations, WNothing in the
testimony at the hearings suggested that such a study, or any
other study dealing with the effect of the examirations on
minority groups, has been conducted with regard to teacher
examinations,

The absence of an adequale job description may create
legal problems in light of Mr, Pollak's testimony, but the
expertness with which job tasks arc translated into test items
may also require scrutiny, The need for substantial expertise
in the arcas of psychometrics and personnel management was
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well-recognized by the expert witnesses. Dr., Deneen agreed
that the input of psychometricians and other experts in test
construction was indispensible to the construction of a valid
cxamination. Dr. Thorndike said that if the personnel
constructing examinations had familiarity only with the demands
of the particular job, '...this is only one half of the kind of
competence that would be needed....'"Indeed, he said he would
be "uncomiortable' if those who played the principal role in
constructing examinations were examination assistants with
'"no job descriptions,,..employed [by] a rather informal
process of recommendation' without written standards,

Yet, according to members of the Board of Examiners,
this is the way their entire permanent staff, except for the four
members, themselves, is selected, They are licensed pedago-
gical personnel already in the school system who are assigned
to the Board of Examiners. According to the testimony of Miss
Unser, they are not required to have any background or training
in test consiruction (although some of them may have some such
background or training). Indeed, there are no written require-
ments at all and apparently no written procedures regarding who
among the school systen.'s licensed personnel will be assigned
to the Board of Examiners, The process by which temporary
examination assistants are selected is, if anything, even more
informal, As the earlier discussion of patronage within the
system indicaied, many witnesses saw this process as totally
inconsistent 'with a merit system, and members of the Board
of Examiners agreed that substantial changes should be made,

It may also be inconsistent with validity, according to
a number of witnesses., For example, Irving Flinker, Principal
of George Gershwin Junior High School in Brooklyn, said:

Assistant examiners are chosen to help administer
the tests on the basis of the license held.... The
license to serve as teacher or supervisor in a
special ficld is considered, ipso facto, enough
qualification to construct and administer tests to
teacher aud supervisory applicants. No inquiry

is made into the actual competence, perscnal
qualities or special skills of the assistant examiners,
A very small percentage of these assistant examiners
has ever had a single graduate coirse in personnel
sclection or management., The preliminary briefing
given to the assistant examiners is minimal and
lcaves much to be desired for administering an
objective examination. It is my telief that among

a group of assistant examiners, ., the variability

of expectancy and standards is so wide as to
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negate the reliability, validity and objectivity
of the entire examination process.

Dr., Greene said that although temporary examination
assistants are ''selected on an informal basis by recommendation®,
their competence is insured by an initial informal screening process
and by removal from the approved list if their services prove un-
satisfactory, The adequacy of these procedures has apparently
been qu=stioned within the school system for some time. The
Board of Examiners provided the Commission with a copy of a
letter from Dr. Greene to Dr, Lang, dated March 21, 1969, in
which Dr. Greene, responding to a request, provided a statement
of how the Board of Examiners staff was selected. Among other
things, he said:

The work of each examination assistant on the

job is reviewed and fr~m time to time changes
arc made if the work .s less than satisfactory,
Since careers of individuals are determined by
the recommendations of examining panels, it

is important that the individuals who are chosen
to serve on pancls be people of good judgment,

of substantial experience, of breadth of vision
and understanding, informed in their fields and
able to maintain the confidentiality of the process.

Later in the letter, Dr, Greene said, 'In the past 3 years the
conipensation f¢r examination assistants has increased considerably
and we have had a number of requests from individuvals who are
desirous of serving., ... [Vﬂe anticipate a need for formalizing the
procedures, ' Yet at the Ccmmission hearings almost two years
later Dr., Greene said that he and Dr. Rockowitz had only recently
becn appointed a committee 10 develop more formal procedures.
Hew have the informal procedures worked in the interim? Ac-
cording to information provided by the Board of Examiners, of
the 4, 500 examination assistants "approximately 8 examination
assistants have been removed from the approved list in the past
three years for causes Removal is based on an evaluation of
their services by erahvinevs and Unit Heads."

Although about 3, 500 of the 4, 500 persons used as temporary
examination assistants come from within the school system, some
testing experts arc presumably among the other 1,000, Miss Unser
stated that:

We have a range of cxpertisc available to us that

is far greater than our permanent staff members.
We have thousands of persons within and without

the school system in state education departments,
in universitics, frorn other dicciplines, from the
social scicnces, from psychologists, from industry,
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whom we call upon.

Exactly how many of the one thousand qualify as test experts and
how often they s#re employed by the Board of Examiners would be
important information in assessing the adequacy of the Board's
test construction, But the Board has taken the position that the
identity of temporary examination assistants is confidential in-
formation and has not provided it to the Commission.

The final place to seek expertness in test construction is
among the four regular members of the Board of Examiners (the
Chancellor or his designee is the fifth member)., Contrary to
their permanent and temporary staff, the four regular members
arc required {o take a Civil Service examination which they say
was ''probably the most difficult Civil Service examination ever
given.'" Test construction is one of the subjects covered. Yet,
the four current members are all former English teachers who
then moved up the supervisory ladder, When asked whether
she regarded herself as a test expert, Miss Unser replied, 'I
don't regard myself as a psychometric expert because I don't
know what thit really means...."

Lack of Cbjectivity or Bias, Many witnesses charged
that the system was discriminatory, if not in purpose, certainly
in cffect, and not alone on racial or ethnic grounds. It operates
also against Jutsiders, against all who are different, against
all who do nct reflect the conventional wisdom, it was allegea.
Dr. Laurenc? lannacone, Professor of Education Administration
at the University of Toronto and staff director of a4 study of the
Board of Examiners, testified that the personnel practices of the
school systein '"function to protect the vested interest of earlier
arrivals, micre established ethnic populations,..at the expense of
more recent in-migrants or newer upwardly mobile groups, The
city schools' personnel system is so inbred as to be sociological
incest, " Ultimately, said a number of witnesses, it discriminates
against the caildren by being an "anti-merit!" system.,

From the inception of this investigation, the Commission
made it clear that while the Jaw required it to uncover discrimi-
natory cffect as well as intent, complaints presented to the Com-
mission concerning the public school system raised questions of
discriminatcry cffect and not intent, In opening the hearings
Chairman Norton described the importance of focussing corvectly
on discrimiratory effect, the phenomenon the courts have often
found in Northern as opposed to Southern situations.
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e [T7he search for scapegcats has no place here,
for no complex phenonemon of long duration can be
explained by a select list of villains, This problem.
is systematic, not dependent upon any sect of persox;-
alities. We must spend this week in trying to under -
stand the in'ricacies and origins of a system which--
no doukt without malicious intent-has taken on the |
trappings of exclusiveness, ... [T]he implication _;‘
that we are concerned with bigotry is equally
simplistic and false, The problem is far more
complicated than that. It is time that Northerners
ceased judging their actions with regard to minoriiyy
people by standards developed in the South where
exclusion based expressly and overtly on race has
been the rule. The courts have long made it cleai
that practices which have the effect of excluding ‘
groups, even if that is not their intent, fall within
the purview of the law.... [W]e seek the commcn
end of educating children while being fair vo those
who teach and supervise them. I..,know that a
school siystem based on merit and fitness will not
tolerate any but the highest and mosi. objective
standards for selecting personnel,

This theme was echoed by a number of the witaesses.
Dr. John King said he thought the small number of Black and Puerto
Rican professionals was not a result of deliberate, planred discrimi-
nation. "I think that it's worse. It is not unfairness, it is indif-
fereace.,.." :

Other witnesses saw the examination process as having two
main sources of bias - cultural and geographic bias in tl e written
test and opportunity for highly subjective reactions in th:: oral
interview and 1review of record,

Recently there has been a nationwide crescendo c¢f criticism
of many writtea kinds of tests on the ground they are culturally
biased. For example, in recent months Dr, Henry S. Lyer, Vice-
President of tle Educational Testing Service, attacked I.Q. and
grade equivalency tests as '""psychological and statisticzl mon-
strosities, ' stating as one of the reasons that, "[the sempling
upon which the average is based/ is very frequently tiated against
blacks...." 7The President of the¢ National Bar Association cited
studies indicating that state bar examinations are culturally biased
against Blacks because they gauge niemory and test-tak ng ability
more than the capacity to practice law. A law suit has seen filed
charging that the principal test by which college graduates qualify
for Federal emnployment and promotion, the Federal Se.vice
Entrance Examination, is culturally and racially discrininatory,
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The Federal Government itself, through the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, has established stringent guidelines
for private employers with regard to testing.l The United States
Supreme Court, in March of this year, held in the case of Griggs
v. Duke Power Co, that a private employer's reliance on stan-
dardized general intelligence tests violated the Civil 1ights Act
of 1964 when the tests had the effect of disqualifying a disp: ~por-
tionate number of Black applicants and were not shown to be
significantly related to successful job performance., Chief
Justice Burger, speaking for a unanimous Court, said:

The Act proscribes not only overt discrimination
but also practices that are fair in form, but
discriminatory in operation.... /GJ/ood intent

or absence of discriminatory intent does not
redeem employment procedures or testing mech-
anisms that operate as 'built-in headwinds' for
minority groups, ... The facts ol this case demon-
strate the inadequacy of broad and general testing
devices,. s

Finally, the closest analog to the Board of Examiners’
written tests, the National Teacher Examination, has often been
charged with being culturally biased, During his testimony,

Dr. Deneen c¢f the Educational Testing Service reported:

The question of a test's validity is often raised
in relation to its appropriateness for minority
groups, The prevalence of low test scores
within a given population may be an indication
that the test is unfair for that population.

On the other hand, said Dr. Denecen, the prevalence of low test
scores within a given population may result from a validly designed
test which measures college preparation and thereby reflccts the
poorer preparation of some groups of students, such as those
attending Black institutions in the South, In that case, 'the test
scores attest not to differential ability but to the often separate

and almost invariably unequal education that is offered to Blacks
and whites in this country, "

To ensure that its tests are as free frorn cultural bias as
possible, ETS has undertaken an on-going program of review and
revision, According to Dr, Deneen,

QOur tests have been subject to 1 eview,,..in the last

El{llc 15 summary of the EEOC Guidelines will be found in Appendix B.
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year by minority group persons, Wz had a panel
of Black educators a year and a half ago, and
they cleaned up, I don't think that's 00 strong a
word, soine of what they perceived ¢s perhaps
subtly racist items in the test. We are conducting
currently two studies in bias... /[to measure
whether there isjbias against Blacks or other
minority groups contained somewheze in the
itams in those tests....I could go on and on,
This is a problem of enormous impo.ctance to

us, "

Significant modifications of the NTE aave already resulted
from this program,. But an even more fundamental reaction to
possible test bias is in the offing, Accordiny to Dr, Deneen, ETS
has reacted to criticism of the NTE as a tes: for suburban teachers
by designing a special test for those intending to teach in urban
settings. Moreover, ETS is beginning to mave toward development
of a ipanish versicn of its test which could adequately test applicants
for bilingual teaching positions, According :0 Dr. Deneen, the
pres:nt NTE is not a valid test for applicants who are either more
comfortable taking tests in Spanish or whosc preparation programs
were taken in Puerto Rican or other Spanish-speaking universities,
The criticism of the Board of Examiners w:itten tests on the
grouads of bias {as well as invalidity) must se considered in this
context of widespread criticism of written testings Indeed many
of the charges against the Board parallel the criticismsof Dr.
Dencen, di_cussed above. A rumber of witiesses complained
that the written tests were so oriented to Now York City school
practices that it was virtually impossible fcr someone not fully
acquainted with the school system to do well, Others criticized
the whitc, middle-class orientation of the tests. Some of the
rccent tests contain questions dealing with 3lack history or
cultare but there was testimony dismissing these efforts as
inaccquate.

Dr. Barrett raised an even broader issue by referring to a
study by Professor Irwin Katz, formerly o New York University,
which concluded that the element of threat in an examination process
had a more harmful cffect on Blacks than ¢n whites., According to
Dr. Barrett

I have talked to various principals ibout how, /the
Board of Examiners'/ testing procedure works
and it is loaded with threat. There are cram
courses. ... [the applicants] meet iind test with
cach other. They practice writing out tests,,..
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[i]f Professor Katz's generalization is true,..this
whole system is going to discriminate against those
people who will take the test poorly regardless of
how well they would have done on the job.

This concern also expressed in the testimony of Wendy Lehrman, a
teacher at P.S., 87 in Manhattan, describing her experience with the
examination process:

I thought, all those examiners were white, they were
all my people,.., they were,,.City College people,
the kind of people who talked the way I did, and that
made me less afraid of them, I suppose if I was
faced by a Black or Puerto Rican board I might not
feel as comfortable as I felt then,,..

Some of the most compelling testimony regarding alleged
bias came from Spanish-speaking witnesses, Among them were a
number of applicants for licenses as Spanish teachers who said
they had failed the examination because of an inadequate performance
on the written English tests This is an essay portion which is graded
for English spelling and grammar but not content. The testimony of
Jorge Maldonado exemplifies these charges.,

I am a graduate of the University of Puerto Rico.
In.addition, I have taken graduate courses both in
the University of Puerto Rico and in the City Univer-
sity of New York. For salary purposes I am con-
sidered to have a Master's degree equivalency in
social studies. I have had experience as a teacher
in Puerto Rico and in New York City, I have been
working as a teacher for the Board of Education of
the City of New York since September 1964, on a
regular substitute basis, I have applied, so far,
for eight licenses, of wnich I have six, It is the
eighth license that I applied for that I want to

tell you about tonight. This is the license for
regular Spanish t eacher...,, The written part

of the test, all in English, consisted of questions
about Spanish and Latin American history and
cultuie,,,.The test consisted of three parts,
First there was a short answer test, followed

by a written essay. Then I was called for an

oral interview which was conducted in Spanish

and English, In my opinion, the interviewer

did not master the Spanish very well, Tke

test, in general, was an advantage for any
applicant viiose vernacular was English....
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In my opinion, just the knowlcdge of a few words

of Spanish would have heen enough for any applicant
whose vernacular was not Spanish ta pass the short
part of the interview conducted in Spanish, Some
time in May 1970, 1 got the result of the test, I

had passcd the short-answer test and interview,

But I was disqualified for the license because my
written English in the essay was unacceptable, ..,
To require of prospective Spanish tecachers an
cxam which tests written ability in English but

not written ability in Spanish is not only foolish

but discriminatcry against native Spanish-speaking
pcople, mostly Puerto Ricans. ... The method and
standards emplcyed by the Board of Examiners to
grade my examination paper have the effect of dis-
criminating against me becausc of a written Spanish accent,
It is true that I may make grammatical errors, but
thesc errors arc no proof I cannot coommunicate with
English-speaking students and parents, In addition,
the grading method and standards apparently pro-
vided no credit {or the quality or the competence

or the content or the color, tone and cxpressivencss
of languagce used by the applicant,...l don't insist
that when the tests of the Board of Examiners were
created they were intended to discriminate against
Pucrto Ricans, but that is their cffect today,

If, in fact, the cxamination process discriminates against
Spanish-specaking tcachers, this would be an extremely serious
indictmoent of the system, Many witnesses stressed the critical
nced for more bilingual profcssionals. The figures speak for
themsclves, With the number of Puerto Rican and other Spanish-
speaking pupils fast approaching the 200,000 mark; there arc
reportedly only several hundred bilingual teachers, Some wit-
nesses spoke of community districts with more than 20, 000
Spanish-speaking pupils and five bilingual professionals.

Testimony con “rning the Chinese community was also
devastating. This cormimunity has recently experienced phenomenal
growth because of reforms cffected in the immigration laws in 1965,
Yet this city's public school system has allmost completely failed to
take account of the increased necd for bilingual teachers to accommo-
date many youngsters who spceak only Chinesce. According to testi-
mony, the resulting drop-out rate and other school problenmis anmong
Chinese youth is perhaps the must omporiant ingredient in the
developing ghetts pathology in a corimunity that has traditionally

Q been free of such trends,
ERIC
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Although Mr. Maldonado's charge of bias did not relate to
the oral interview, many witnesses told of disqualification hecause
of speech patterns or 'traceable foreignisms' in their speech.
And this is not a problem limited to Black and Puerto Rican appli-
cants, Among the white witnesses who told of failure for these
reascns were Albert Shanker, President of the UFT, and
Dr, Martin Frey, Community Superintendent of District No. 4.
The following dialogue occurred alter Mr, Shanker stated that he
had failed several Board o1 Examiners' examinations.

Mr, Tractenberg: I assume you were told the
reasons for your failure,

Mr, Shenker: Yes, I was,

Mr, Tractenberg: Would you mind telling us
what they were?

Mr, Shanker: I think it would be interesting,
Poor speech patterns,

"sairrnan Norton: I think you speak finc,
Mr, Shanker,

Mr, Shanker: That's because I spent a year
in frort of &« mirror saying, 'Look at the
lovely yellow lilies, ' and a few others I don't
remember as well,

The charges of discrimination do not stop with the oral
interviews,., The examination process includes a review of record,
and Ira Glasser, Execcutive Director of the New York Civil Liberties
Union, chargnd the Board of Examiners with distrimination here,
toco., He testified that the NYCLU had evidence that licenses have
been denied {or the following recasons, among others:

1, Cecntroversial political beliefs,

2. Refusal to release confidential Selective
Service records.,

3, Youthful ofiender convictions wherc
supposedly sealed records have been
obtained by the Board of Examiners.

4, lilegaf arrests, where no conviction
occurred, in civil rights demonstrations,
{According to Mr, Glasser, the NYCLU
it currently representing a teacher denied
. h:r license becausec of an arrest during a
o 8(3 cwil rights march in the South years ago.)
ERIC
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Against this range of criticism, the Board of Examiners
made two pirincipal defenses - that the exam‘nation process now has
many safeguards against bias (including a number added recently in
response to public criticism) and that the alternatives to the examina-
tion process would be fraught with much greater danger of bias,

Chairman Unser listed as essential {catures of a merit system
a number which relate to preventing discrimination:

1. Absolute openness in terms of announcements
of examinations, qualificatiuns required, the
scope of the examination, the pass marks and
the opportunity to file,

2. Full documentation and revicwability - of all
procedurcs including a documented statement
of the reasons for rejection,

3. Right of appcal to higher authority,

4. Confidentiality to keep the examination process
free from undue pressures.

5. Profcssional development and administration
of examinations.

6. Sclection of members of the Board of Examiners
itself, solcely on the basis of merit and with
tenure so they can be protected from undue in-
flusnce and pressure, "

Presumably, this has been the credo of the Board of Examiners
for many ycars, And nonc of the witnesses objected to any of these
featurcs, What they maintainced was that these criteria were not being
fully met, not becausc of conscious prejudice bt largely becausce the
process was ill-conceived to ensure their full implementation, Even
Dr, Greene's testimony about recent changes in the process reflects
cxpressly, o by implication, that opportunitics for bias existed not-
withstanding this credo., For instance, D:. Greene testificed that,

The separate oral English test was abandoned,...
This is a city where himmigrants come and so
perhaps the standards were unrcasonable, ..o Qur
goal now is an interview test with ability to
comraunicate so that ¢ hildren will clearly under-
stand the teacher, so adults will clearly understand,
There is nc bar on an accents At one time there
were all sortr of hazards in the oral kFnglish test,
That is no longer truc.
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Another change he referred to was the institution of a
critical score concept,which involves the averaging of examination
componcnts so that a particularly strong performance on one part
can offset a weak performance on another, "In other words, we
recognize the written test itself has weaknesses and that to screen
people out on a written test at 60 percent instead of 55 or instead
of 50 may not be justified because personal factors are important,"

Finally, Dr. Greene described with pride that oral interviews
arec now tape-recorded and the tapes are available to applicants, He
asked rhetorically whether any other school district provides such
selection safeguards, But the later testimony of Dr, Alfred Wein-
stein, a unit head of the Board of Examiners and President of the
Junior High Schoo! Principals Association, made clear that the re-
cording of oral interviews was begun only in 1968 in response to an
express mandate of the State Legislature, When asked by Counsel
whether the Board of Examiners had not been urged for years to
make such recordings, Dr., Weinstein said it had. In fact, he
reported:

e EAJ number of years ago, as a colitigant in
a suit, through our lawyers we asked {or that,
and many people who believe in the eximination
process believe that that would have nmade it
much more valid,.,..

Why did the Board of Examiners resist so long until they
were required by law to record the oral interviews? Dr, Weinstein
said he understond it was because they ''...had these huge tape
recorders and it was a question of expense, too, but I think it
should have been done, "
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{(vi) Inconsistency with Decentralization.

Another common theme which ran through
the testimony was that a selection process
which placed such great emphasis on a cen-
trally created, conducted and rated examina-
tion was inconsistent with a decentralized
school system. More than two years ago, the
City Board of Education recommended in its
Plan for Development of a Community School
District System for the City of New York that,
"Maintenance of a city-wide competitive ex-
amination system would be inconsistent with
giving community boards powers and duties
regarding appointment and promotion of teaching
and supervisory staff...."/p. 18/

At the Héaring, Chancellor Scribner
expanded on this theme:

By decentralizing management control

of the elementary, intermediate and
junior high schools in this city the
/Decentralization/ Act gave to parents
new hope of gaining greater and more
direct control ovaer the schools which
educate their children and for which
they pay....The prccess of decentraliza-
tion is far from complete...,It will oe
a painful process, marked by occasional
battles and frustrations. One should
not expect the carving up of long
centralized power to be a sereie act,
kut the significant fact is t. .t the
city has begun to move in the direction
of high promise....Perhaps the most
critical element in the process of
enabling a youngster to learn is the
quality of teaching available to hiri.
Thus, the paramount responsibility of
the community school boards of New
York City is the same as that of all
other school boards in thig country,
the selection of staffs foi the schools
of their districts....

It is a power and re.vonsibility which
school boards oujht not to take lightly
and ar authority which ought not to be
unnecessarily diluted by the policies
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of other public agencies....In this
city the selection of professional
school staffs is still, in essence,

a centralized process..../T/he list

of candidates from which they /com-
munity boards/ make their selection

is defined by the centralized licensing
system.... In short, the present system
of licensing is a form of city certifi-

cationby us laid on top of state certifimtion.

....Nationally, I would estimate that
99 percent of all school bcards rely
on state certification and their own
good judgment. It is my personal hope
that this philosophy will soon prevail
in New York City, for until the community
schocl boards, those people closest to
students and parents, are empowered to
staff their schools on the basis of
state certification ard their own judg-
ment as to competence and professional
potential, these boards will operate
with severe and undue constraints. They
will not be fully responsible for the
total management of the schools under
their jurisdiction and no mechanism for
holding these boards fully accountable
for the effectiveness of their schools
can be devised.

Chancellor Scribner contrasted the general

requirement of centralized licensing with two
other provisions of the Decentralization Act.
Under one, each community board can select its
community superintendent, its "educational
leader" and "top man", in Chancellor Scribner's
words, solely on the basis of state certifica-
tion. Under another provision, schools whose
reading scores fall within the lowest 45 per-
cent of the city's schools (40 percent until
next year),schools with the greatest need for
outstanding professionals, may select their
teachers on the basis of the NTE. Acccrding
to the Chancellor, the inconsistency between
the philosophy underlying centralized

licensing and that underlying the two provis-
ions should be resolved in favor of the latter.

Many other witnesses echoed Chancellor
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Scribner's sentiments from their own perspectives.
Dr. Theobald, a former Superintendent of Schools,
urged that the judgments of peers and supervisors
about job performance should be at the heart of
the selection process rather than a written ex-
amination. "/I/t would be a very parallel
certification to the state /certification/

rather than an eligible 1list in the sense that
you have to take /persons/ off /it/7 in the
traditional Civil Service fashion.”

Peter J. Strauss, President of Community
School Board No, 2, s‘ressed the weighty re-
sponsibilities of community boards for educa-
ticnal programs in their districts.

We are elected officials, accountable

to our community for the success or
failure of our children. Although we
are to be held accountable through

the elective process for their per-
formance we have little voice in the
selection of our pedagogical staff....
Aside from the recent guestionnaires
sent out by the Board of Examiners, we
have absolutely no voice in the develop-
ment of the standards used by the Board
¢f Examiners for licensing teachers.

As to supervisors, while we now have
some choice, the choice is limited as are
the tools at our command for making an
intelligent selection.

Dr. Edythe J. Gaines, Community Super-
intendent of District No. 12, described the
problems the current selection process poses
for a community superintendent trying to
staff her schools. It is a tale of frustra-
tion characterized ky such handicaps as
limited choices from a centralized list and
ineligibility of experienced professionals
recruited by the community district. Dr.
Gaines summarized as follows:

The.../process/ is unnecessarily
centralized. We can't select the staff
we need for our unique needs. What
could we do if our system became more
open? We could recruit our own staff
and therefore we could seek staff in
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less restrictive talent pools. We
would not have to go to Puerto Rico

or the South to find the people we

are looking for. They are right in our
own backyard...,I am not only talking
about the ethnic or b. lingual thing.

I am talking also about people who
understand what open learning is about
and who want to be a part of that....
We could devise truly neaningful staff
development programs locally arranged
. by which we could optimize their
ability and minimize weakness....We
could make our schools more human and
humane institutions which would de-
velop not only our children but every-
body in the system including teachers,
assistant principals, principals and
even community superititendents.

Frustration with the current highly cen-
tralized selection mechanism and the belief
that largely local selection would operate
more effectively were not limited to community
superintendents. Witnessres at other profes-
sio.;.al supervisory levels within the system
shared Dr. Gaines' views. Several school
principals who testified at the hearings said
that the present selection process was not
only inconsistent with the exercise of mean-
ingful responsibility by elected community
boards and their superintendents - it was
consistent with the principal's discharge of
his cr her responsibility.

Certain defenses of the current selection
process which have already been discussed--
that it results in a laxger pool of eligibles
and greater diversity, and that it ensures due
process and a system of merit and fitness--
could be raised here as well. A more pointed
argument, which has alsc been discussed, is
rertinent. Dr. Greene maintained that a
completely decc . tralized personnel systen
would be costly and duplicative.

1 said we have 50,000 teachers applying
to us.... Are the 50,000 people going

to apply to local School Board 1 and also
to Local School Board 2 and 3 and 47
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Is each local school board going to
screen 50,000 or a thousand who &re

on the principal's 1list...? Or, if

we have City College or Hunter Ccllege
and you have 3C different school
boards, each one with a topnotch re-
cruiting uni€, two, three ...top recruit-
2rs,high salaried people, should each
of the 30 go Lo Hunter College and '
gJive them pep talks to come to their
nnit?"

d. Accountability and Promotion.

Many witnesses urged that performancz on
the job should be the principal basis for selec-
tion and promntion. In theory, it already
plays &n important role. But most witnesses
agreed, evaluation of performance has not in
fact been very meaningful.

Dr. Lang testified that the probaticnary
period is of critical importance because
"...the only way to really know whether a
teacher is a good teacher is by giving hir the
opportunity to teach and observing him as ne

teaches." Nevertheless, Dr. Lang's view is
that "...the school system has used the pro-
bationary period very little in the past!, too
little...." !

Lr. Greene, a merber of the Board of
Examiners, expressed this view also, ruft from
a somewhat different perspective. Accorzding
to his testimony, a number of changes ward
made in the examination process, such a3 !
omitting the essay questions with respect to
teaching techniques, "...on the promise tliat
the probationary period would be made use of
in a prroper way. That utilization never
occurr2d...."

Zity Board President Murry Bergygtraun
also stressed the importance of the pro-

bationary period:
I

.../{T/his Board and the Chancellor...
fecel that the real examination process
for teachers or for supervisors shculd

O
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be on the job, anda that accountability
for the performance during a probationary
period is more important to insure
gquality of performance than any other
method, so that examination processes
which go into elaborate systems of trying
to forecast performance on the job might
very well not direct themselves to these
subjecte. /T/7he process of being able
to direct to another profession people
who do not perform on the job should be
looked at because in New York today...

it is extremely difficult to use the
probationary period as a performance
peried.

What accounts for this difficulty?
According to Mr. Lergtraum, it isithat many restric-
tions and formalities have been built into the
process by rulings of the Statce Commissioner of
Education, by union contract provisions and, to
a lesser extent, by statutory provisions. In
hi~ words:

I think that the probationary period
must be considered part of the exam-
ination process...that a person should
be able to be, in a sense, passed or
failed...based on their superior's
assessment of their performance with
some minor safeguards but no elaborate
process where it beccmes an adversary
proceeding between attorneys...as if
they were tenured. If there is a
distinction between tenure and non-
tenuare, that's where it should be.
That's where we should get rid of people
who can't tecach and not %Yy constructing
examirations which never really test
the ability to teach anyway....

Mrs. Blanche Lewis, President of the United
Parents Associations, shares Mr. Bergtraum's
viecw. She testified, "Our experience indicates
that under existing law and regulation it is
almost impussible to separate from service even
the most incompetent professional.”

A different cxplanatioh for the incffective-

ness of performance evaluation was offered by
Principal Irving Flinker. MHe attributed
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the difficulty to the fact that "...the

teacher comes to the school with a license
grented by an authoritative body, namely the
Board of Examiners. The gpvincipal has_greater_
difficulty validating his objections /in order/
to dismiss the teacher when the teacher comes
vith such a license." Mr. Flinker contrasted
the relative easc with which principals can
screen out unsatisfactory professionals with
others with substitute, rather than reqular
licenses.

The only testimony which defended, at
least in part, the current system of ac-
countability was from UPT President Shanker.
He said that, although few teachers, pro-
bationary or tenured, are formally removed on
the basis of poor performance, many are ad-
visced informally that they should leave and,
if they do, that they will receive good rec-
ommendations. "There is nothing wrong with
the present procedures," said Mr. Sharker,
"if they are used. They weren't used in many
cases or, when they are, it is an informal
procedure thac prevails...."

The importance, theoretical or actual, of
performance evaluation is certainly nct limited
to teachers. Indeed, perhaps it should play
an even larger role in promotions to super-
visory positions.

As we have secn, there is very little
effort to recruit applicants for supervisory
positions from outsidaz New York City. Some
witnesses also maintained that the selection
process discriminates against outsiders. As
a result, virtually all supervisors come from
within the school system, in most cases after
a rather lengthy period of service. Daring
their service they have accumulated a sub-
stantial number of ratings from supervisors.
1f those ratings were meaningful, they would
be a valuable basis for appraizing applicants;
they would provide the kind of nerformance-
based data that many witnesses said was the
best basis for seclection.

Yet, ratings have played a relatively
ninor role in the establishment of eligikle
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lists. For most supervisory positions, the
written test and oral interview dominate the
examination process just as they do for

teaching positions. According to Dr. Greecne
this is because good performance as a tcacher
does not necessarily suggest that the person
would perform well as a supervisor. Peter
Strauss, President of Community School Board

No. 2, agreed that good teachers were not
necessarily good supervisors but drew a
different conclusion. He criticized the entire
personnel system because it induced successful
teachers to aspire to supervisory positions
"because it was the only route to economic and
professional success." At the same time, the
qualifications required of candidates for supex-
visory positions virtually assure that they must
have substantial teaching experience.

3. Alternatives To The System.

Exploring possible alternatives to the
current New York City school personnel system
was an important goal of the hearings. For it
was a clear commitment that the hearings not
only identify and analyze ecxisting procedures
but serve as a basis for sound recomnmendations.
Toward this end, a wide range of expert witnesses
*.2re called because of their leadership in
teacher educaticn, selection techniques, especially
testing, and new and innovative programs pre-
paring school personnel on all levels; or because
they represented state education departments and
city school systems actively engaged in de-
veloping new forms of personnel selection. 1In
addition, all witnesses who testified, and
especially those currently scerving in leadership
roles within the New York City school system,
were asked to assess the merits of possible
alternatives.

The emerging consensus was one of gencral
discontent with traditional methods of selection,
all of which rely heavily on pre-employment
preparation and give little attention to ef-
fective measurement of actual performance.
Screening based on knowledge or skills, pre-
sumably developed in formal academic course
work, was considered by virtually all witnesses
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to be an unreliable or at least incomplete
measure of subsequent performance. To date,
most of licensure has been based on the
guestionable assumption that knowledge can
automatically be converted into appropriate
behavior.

As a result of this general discontent
a variety of alternatives to the current em-
ployment process were recommended The major
ones are as follows:

a. State Certification With Local Selection.

The majority of witnesses testifying at
thie hearings recommended state certification,
for initial screening, and local selection,as a
logical and preferable alternative, because
it would simplify the screening of potential
candidates, minimize exclusionary aspects and
separate more clearly the professional certi-
fication (or licensing) stage from the actual
employment stage of the personnel system.

Although far frcm perfect in its current
form in New York State, certification meets
the primary objectives demanded by progressive
educators of opening up the system to a broader
spectrum of candidates and allowing those
closest to the scene, the community school
boards, to make the ultimate hiring decisions.
In other words, it would offer to New York
City's decentralized districts the same degree
of flexibility and responsibility in select-
ing staff now enjoyed by almost all other
school districts in the State and country.
In exXercising their selection responsibilities
- and selecticon begins only after initial
screening through state certification - com-
munity boards could use any selection technique
they thought suited their particular nceds.
Freedom to experimant, according to a number
of witnesses, could result in valuable data
about differe¢nt selection instruments.

Opnonents of state certilication contend
that, at present in New York, it is merely a
prefunctory review of a candidate's transcript,
testifying only to the completion of an
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arbitrary number and kind of college courses.
As such it is no assurance of competence.
Moreover, they say the administration of
certification has often been snarled by
bureaucratic delays. Much of tha oppositicn
to reliance on state certification, even for
a preliminary screening instrument, focussed
on the question of community school boards'
capacity to do an effective and objective
job in selection, primarily because it was
feared that removal of a centralized merit
system would permit the renewal of the
historic problems of patronage and political
pressure the Board of Examiners system was
designed to prevent.

Advocates of state certification and
local selection were not unaware of these
problems. None claimed that current certifi-
cation criteria aveentirely satisfactory,
nor that community school boards have at
hand all the resources to make appropriate
selection. Indeed, a sizable portion of the
hearings®' time was addressed to needed re-
forms in certification and to the added
facilities required by community school
boards.

State certification is not claimed to
be a valid predictor of teacher performance.
It neither purports to be such a predictor
nor is it generally regarded as such. Ac-
cording to reveral witnesses, thic distinguishes
it from the Board of Examiners system. State
certification is only a first screening and not a
selection device, for certification is no
guarantee of employment. Under prevailing
conditions, placement on an eligible list by
the Board of Examiners is tantamount to a
guaranteed job in the city's schools. Under
certification, determination of fitness for
a particular job becomes the province of the
actual employers who are free to superimpose
any combination of testing, interviewing,
observation, review of records, or any other
objective device considered effective to
meet the needs of a particular job. For
both initial hiring and for promotion to higher
levels, the combination of state certification
and local selection opens hiring beyond the
confines of those who have successfully passed
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a particular examination at a given time,
and allows employers to weigh qualities of
Friining, experience and personality in
iccordance with the demands of a particular
role.

Particularly pertinent was the testimony
of Superintendent Joseph Manch of Buffalo,
where a change in the law has freed the ap-
pointment of principals and supervisors from
the examination process. The change in the
law was secured, according to Dr. Manch,
because of the recognition "...that we were
not getting capable employees as a result
of our examination procedure and were unable
to appoint and assign persors, and most par-
ticularly of the minority community, Black
teachers and administrators, in a way in
which we .../could maintain/ a good balance.”
The law was changed in 1968 and in two years
the ratio of minority personnel in the
exempt categories was raised substantially,
without any discernible lowering of standards.
According to his testimony, this experience
has reinforced Dr. Manch's corviction that
a separate city-wide examination for all
catrgories of personnel is an unnecessary
restriction.

State cartification is less cumbersome
and costly than the present New York City
system, acording to a number of witnesses.
In essence, it depends on the quality and
relevance of college preparation. In this
city, where the majority of applicants have
attended local institutions, qualitative
considerations are of less significance, for
it would be feasible, as Dr. Fischer. Presi-
dent of Columbia Teachers College, suggested,
to observe and accredit primary training
sources. The releveance of training to sub-
segquent performance is the focal concern.

Of particular encouragement is the view of
New York State Commissioner of Education
Ewald B. Nyquist:

There are two basic criticisms of
certification as we now know it.

First of all, judging fitness for
licensure is based on input - courses
taken - rather than output ~ classroom
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performance. Second, the decision
about certification is made by agents
far from the candidatz for licensing
himself. The decisions should be
made by persons closer to the candi-
date.

In New York State, in common with other
states, in both the State Education Department
and in teacher training institutions, there is
an increasing awvareness of the deficiencies of
traditional training and licensing practices.
Indications are that New York is lessening
dependence on formal criteria and moving
towards a program-apprxoval approach, evidenced
by growing state sponsorship and support of
inrovative programs. Perhaps the strongest
argument for reliance on state certification
is that the State's education authorities
appear to be more change-oriented and the
system manifested greater readiness to adopt
new forms of training and new criteria for
certification,

An array of experts in the field of edu-
cation testified to the desirability of de-
veloping performance-based criteria for
selecting and evaluating staff, and the at-
tendant modifications in training of personnel.
An over-view of activity on the national scene,
presented by Dr. Robert Poppendieck of the
U.8., Office of Education, disclosed an active
interest in at least thirty states. Many
states are engaged currently in defining the
specific competencias that teachers should
possess and that training programs should
develop. Although no state, as yet, has fully
developed the concepts and the mechanisms
needed to move to performance criteria, a
number, including Oregon, Washington, Cal-
ifornia, Minnesota, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Texas and Florida, are in the
forefront.

Representatives of the state education
departments of New Jersey, Washington and
Minnesota testified at the hearings. The
three states are developing performance-
based criteria and are in effect seceking to
change the iole of the state in the cer-
tification or licensing process. The three
exemplify some of the possible variations
in approach to a common goal.
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In New Jersey, sixteen statewide task forces,
eacl. composed of school administrators,
teachers, repr=sentatives of higher education
- including schools of education and other
related academic fields, curriculum specialists,
and measurement and evaluation specialists -
focus on different teaching areas. The task
forces are supplemented by advisory committees
composed of representatives of the schools,
civic organizations and the community, to
assure backing for their recommendations.
While current action is limited to initial
certification, similar studies will be
conducted for all job levels and types within
the schools. Tae intent is to free certifica-
tion from depeindence on any single form of
preparation, permitting assessment of pertin-
ent skills developed in any relevant training
or experience - the Peace Corps, Vista, or
community work. The timetable calls for

field testing of new criteria by the fall of
1972 and formal institution the following
summer.

In Washington, the focus has been on
redesigning teacher education. Consortiums
comp sed of representatives of professional
associations, school personnel, parents, and
colleg2s and universities are engaged in
framing new programs and recommending standards
against vhich performance can be assessed.
Performance standards were adopted in 1968
for school support personnel - including
counsellors - and it is hoped that plans for
all staff levels will be complete by the fall
of 1971. Here the emphasis is on involvement
at the local level. Each consortium is to
recommend standards to be applied in programs
within a specific locale. Once the plans are
approved, the state function will be to
monitor programs to insure fulfillment of the
standards set. The essential ingredient is
to change the role of the State and shift the
responsibility for developing criteria to the
local level, thereby allowing considerable
leeway to individual colleges and local groups
and counteracting customary pressures for
uniformity. The expectation is that without
any across-the-board state requirements,
training and certification standards will be
more responsive to local needs and far less
resistant to change. The Statc will certify
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all personnel in three stages - prepuaratory,
initial and continuing - to insure the in-
volvement of all related agencies throughout
the career of schoul personnel.

Minnesota, with a tradition of program-
approval based certification, is also modifying
the state role, shifting it from a regulatory
to an enabling function. The State will make
available the training local needs requive.
Competence is viewed as a management decision,
best determined at the local level. Program
accreditation task forces, currently working
on establishing standards, are composed of
local representatives of all interested parties
including members of the local community.
Major changes in certification, both in form
and in content, are underway. Life certifica-
tion was abolished by an act of the Legislature
in 1970. Current plans envision two types of
certificates - entrance and continuing - with
the latter to run a maximum of five years.
Committees in each school district, composed
of professional and community representatives,
will recommend candidates for renewal. A
state committee will coordinate local activity
and set such broad standards as evolve out of
local training plans. It is anticipated that
new legislation will require, for example,
that all teacher training institutions offer
a human relations program in conjunction with
community groups, show a plan to develop and
evaluate specific competencies, and design a
program of self-evaluation. Performance-based
criteria, it is hoped, will open promotional
sequences beyond the usual single hierarchy,
permitting flexible horizontal and vertical
career patterns. Ultimately, all distinctions
in title and rank will be functional, and
such arbitratry distinctions, as for examgle
the difference betveen paraprofessional and
teacher, now reflecting for..al education, will
disappear.

Noteworthy is the fact that written ex-
aminations are not cnvisioned by any of these
states as a part of the certification process.
All three plans call for colleges to attest
to that part of teaching skill that can be
measured outside of the job setting. Any
college whose graduates proved deficient in
literacy or subject matter knowledge, accord-
ing to Dr. wWard Sinclair, of the New Jersey
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State Education Department, would be tinable
to place candidates and would lose state ap-
proval. The appropnriate role of the State
will be to stimulate and evaluate programs,
rather than to stipulate their form, and to
automatically certify graduates of approved
prograns.

Although New vork State has not progressed
as far as some other states in developing new
criteria, it has become increasingly flexible
in the admiristration of standard criteria and
has established some alternative routes to cer-
tification through proficiency examinations
and approval of experimental training programs.
Sample programs now in force in New York City
colleges were presented at the hearings, in-
cluding field-based teacher training, training
for open-corridor teaching, and non-degree
training of leaders in ficlds outside of edu-
cation for managerial roles in schools.

A variation on .using improved state
certification to screen candidates would be
the development of an internship or provision-
al certification program. The theory, articulated
by a number of witnesses, is that the initial
period of teaching or supervisory service should
be a continuation of professional training as
well as an evaluation opportunity. To recognize
it as such would encourage the development of
more meaningful in-service training programs
and other professionally supportive effcrts,
Also, to structure the period as an internshiuv
wou'd encourage careful evaluation before the
granting of more permancnt status.

b. National Teacher Examination.

Those who favored state certification
wit ) local sclection over the current system
did so in part because of the problems with
the Board of Examiners examination process.
Yet 1local selection might include use of a
written test of the community board's choice.
A n mber of witnesses suggested, as a second
alt. rnative, that a properly validated
written test might play a useful, if limited,
rol in the overall selection process.

I{ any test is to be used, the lational

O
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Teacher Examination appears to be the logical
instrument. Developed by the Education Testing
Service and initiated in 1940, it is already
uspd by four states for all their school dis-
tricts, and in 1,100 additional school districts.
Moreover, New York City itself currently makes
use of the NTE under the 40% provision of the
Decentralization Law and as an alternative ex-
amination in outreach recruiting activities
conducted by the Office of Personnel. Last
year some 2,300 teacher candidates for the city
school system used the NTE alternative. The
NTE offers the advantage of broader application,
permitting nationwide recruiting. The test is
given four times a year in some 400 centers and
candidates' scores are readily available. The
test, however, has some practical disadvantages
when compared with the Board of Examiners test.
It is more costly to the individual applicant
{although presumably less costly to the school
system as a whole) and covers only a relatively
few teaching subject areas (especially as cor-
pared to the 1200 licenses for which the Board
of Examinetrs examines).

In terms of validity as a selection in-
strument, the NTE appears to have some clements
of superiority over the New York City Board of
Examiners tests, for it is prepared by a permanent
staff of experts in both job analysis and test
design, and is subject to regular review and
revision, twice a year in common branches and
annually in teaching arzas. {(Every three to
four yecars it is completely redonec.) The ex-
amination is carefully studied for content
validity to insure that it tests only knowledge
gained in college programs. The chief value
of the National Teacher Examination, according
to its developers, is to supplement and, to
some extent, standardize academic records of
perspective candidates.

There are, however, two fundamental limita-
tions of the NTE in common with any standardized
written examination: first, the guestion of
predictive validity, and second the impact on
minority selection. With respect to the former,
the BEducational Testing Scrvice itself makes
c¢lear the limitations of the NTE as a predictive
istrument. According to Dr. Dencen, content-
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validated tests are predictive only th the
extent that competent performance requires
the kind of knowledge gained in teach:r-
training programs. ETS operates on the as-
sumption that a test that measures cgilege
training can make a contribution to ..
selection process but makes no claim . eyond
that. 1In Dr. Deneen's words:

...to evaluate, for example, a prospective
high school mathematics teacher's know-
ledge of mathematics is surely reason-
able. To predict his overall performance
as a math teacher on a basis of test
scores alone is not reasonable....Re-
sults from the National Teacher Examina-
tion sgy nothing about other factors
critical to teaching, e.g., physical
skills, motivation, attitudes, ability

to communicate with children, and the
like,

Thus, according to its designers. the NTE
should only be used as one of several selrction
criteria.

The consensus of the test experts vho
testified was that the development of tests to
measure effective teacher capacity is hampouel
by the unavailability of good measures of v-r-
formance. Efforts in this direction offe:!
some hope that practical and stable measu:
of demonstrated ability will soon materi:l . ze.
when such measures do exist, they, toget.ay
with tests of subject area knowledge, will
upgrade substantially the selection prccess
and, thereby, the quality of teaching. Cur-
rently, Dr. Deneen believes that NTE scorces
could be given substantial weight in initial
screening in the absence of reliable per-
formance-based criteria. But he cautions tha
over-reliance on test scores even now mut . be
avoided.

How the NTE is used, therefore, is tiie
critical consideration, even if used as only
one of several criteria, particularly when
one cbjective is to give equal opportunity o
minority candidates. The NTE itself sets no
passing scores. Test scores are equated to
a percentile rank comparing individual scores
with national norms. Th2 test 1s an achicvo-
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ment test directly reflecting college train-
ing and not an aptitude or intelligence test.
The scores are more accurately indicative of

the content of graduate programs than in-
dividual capacity. The decision of how to

use test scores, whether to set cutoff points
and at what level they are set, is left to the
determination of employers. And these decisions
are the significant ones, esvecially in rela-
tion to minority candidates.

The NTE, in common with other standardized
tests, has been charged with being discriminatory.
Statewcents ascribing bias to the examination
were made at the hearings. Daisy Hicks said,
"The National Teacher Examination is another
examination based cn things like all examina-
tions we had to face and not based on norms
where the Black man or the Puerto Rican Ameri-
can was included." She reported that many
schools which "reached for the National Teacher
Examination in the effort to integrate staff
have ceased using this examination because they
found it screened out Blacks." James Watkins
agreed that the NTE was as discouraging to
minority grcups as other tests.

According to the test designers, however,
the discriminatory effect is not a product of
the test, but flows from the establishment of
required passing scores. Low test scores for
a given group, noted Dr. Deneen, are not nec-
essarily an indicator of poor test construction.
As we have seen, according to Dr. Deneen, the
test scores may confirm the disparity of educa-
tional opportunity but do not indicate individual
deficiency. Moreover, the creators of the NTE
do not claim that it adequately examines persons
with limited facility in English or those
trained in other settings such as Puerto Rican
colleges. The Educational Testing Service,
cognizant of these limitations, is actively
working with panels of Black educators to
scrutinize the National Teach Examination for mani-
festations of subtle bias, and is constructing
a Spanish version, as well as a new test focused
on teaching in urban settings.

The foregoing suggests that the use of

rigid cut-off scores may disqualify minority ap-
plicants and it is, therefore, incumbent upon
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school boards to use other selection methods
eithevr in substitution for or as supplements

to the NTE. In Dr. Deneen's words, "Preciszly
because teaching competence cannot be predicated
on the basis of college achievement alone,
measures of such achievement should never b=z

the only criteria for selecting beginning
teachers.” Stephen Pollak underscored the
questionable constitutional wvalidity of total
reliance on any standardized test which measures
prior training not clearly consistent with job
performance, when such measures tend to ex-
clude minorities.

Thus, NTE appears to be only a partial
answer to the current New York City problem.
Under the 40% provision of the Decentraliza-
tion Law (which specifies a passing score on
the NTE eguivalent to the average passing mark
required of teachers during the prior year by
the five largest cities), using the NTE as a
qualification may be a dubious merit unless
other factors enter into selection decisions.
The 40% rule, admittedly a legislative com-
promise, may nevertheless benefit some city
schools. Dr. Lang stated, "I hope that it
/the NTE alternative/ will bring better quali-
fied teachers as well as more Blacks and Puerto
Ricans into the system. It will be closer to
the practices of othar school systems giving
the principAal more authority in terms of his
staff, involving the principal in the selection
of the teacherxr, and the principal then having
a greater responsibility in the training of
the teacher."

The value of the NTE alternative needs
to be assessed and could be by studying those
teachers now employed in the city's schools
brought in by this route. They could serve
as the basis of comparison to determine how
effective this test is in providing school
districts with wider sources of personnel and
how they compare with those selected by the
traditional New York City methods. The NTE
in its current form, however, does not secem to
provide the whole answer to the complex
question of selecting school personnel.

c. Statewide Examination.

A few witnesses, mainly those who favor

117



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~um

- 88 -

4
maintenance of the Board of Examiners system,

’ . : :
supported a statewide examination as a sat-

isfactory alternative. Board of Education
President Murry Bergtraum testified in favor
nf elimination of the Board of Examinerc as

‘a quasi-independent agency, but recommended

a New York State examination "..,.aequivalent

to the one given for the Bar, not as difficult

.'I hope, or for other professions" because he

considers current state certification, "the
accumulation of courses”, to be inadequate.
UFT President Shanker and CSA President Dedgnan
generally concurred. Mr. Shanker would sup-
port abolition of the Board of Examiners if

a similar statewide examination were in
existence. The rationale. offered by Mr.
Shanker analogized teaching with other licensed
occupations. He said "...there are literally
hundreds of occupations where the State has
the responsibility for maintaining particular
levels of service and standards in terms of

" entry into that field, and I think it would

be kind of ridiculous if the City of New York
or the State of New York says that to drive
an automobile and to sell real estate or in-
surance one needs a written examination but
to teach children of the City of New York,
that is not reguired." A similar view

. voiced by Dr. Bernard Friedman, Community

Superintendent of District#7 in the Bronx,

was that "...no examinations at all show an
open contempt for the profession as it is.
Society in a sense puts its emphasis on a
profession to the extent that it examines

for it. I consider that eliminating ex-
aminations would be synonomous with a lowering
of standards and in effect indicate to minority
groups that they were unable to compete." 1In
other words, the apparent justification for g.ch
an examination is to bolster the image of the
teaching profession.

Critics of the current system, however,
saw a statewide examination as no real alter-
native. Dr. Marilyn Gittell, Director of the
Institute for Community Studies at Queens
College, as well as other witnesses, found such
an examination another stumbling block for
candidates from outside the State. The analogy
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with other occupations was rejected because,
according to Dr. Robert A. Dentler, Director
of the Center for Urban Education, it would
be "...incorrect in 1971 to recommend that

an obsolete system such as the Bar examina-
tion be applied in what is still only a very
incompletely emergent profession." David
Seeley, Director of the Public Education
Association, considers the analogy irrelevant
*. ..because a teacher, unlike a doctor or a
lawyer, does not set himself up in practice
with no checks on his ability. He must be
hired by professional educators or public
authorities who have both the opportunity

and the competence for reviewing an individual's
qualifications.”

The advocates of a statewide examination
themselves are aware that such a procedure
would not be free of problems. An appropriate
test would take time to develop, and Mr. Shanker
recognizes it might be opposed by most teachers
in the State who now need only course credit for
certification. Perhaps the defects of a state-
wide examination as ar. alternative were best
stated by Dr. Greene when he said, "they /the
State/ would get the same complalnts that™ the
Board of Examiners face. There is nothing
magical about their tests that would avoid
charges of discrimination. There are states
that have tried testing for certification and
they have been accused of discrimination. The
tests are too hard and take too long - the same

criticisms we face." 1In sum, a statewide ex-
amination would be 1mp051ng on the State that
which only two cities in the State now employ
and which Buffalo has been moving toward
eliminating.
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Appendix B

summary of Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Guidelines on Employee Szlection Procedures.

The Guidelines, which are issued as Title 29,
Chapter XIV, 81607 of the Code of Federal Regulations,
wrovide in substance as follows (quotes are from the
text of the guidelines):

§1607.1 Statement of purpose. The guidelines
are designed to serve as a workable set of standards
for employers and others in determining whether their
selection procedures conform to Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrim-
ination based on race, color, religion, sex or nation-
al crigin. Application of the guidelines is es-
pecially important, according to the EEOC, because
of the increase both in total test usage and in
doubtful testing practices having discriminatory
effects. "It has also become clear that in many
instances pcrsons are using testsas the basis for
employment decisions without evidence that they are
valid predictors of employee job pcrformance."” Where
that is the case, "the possibility of discrimination
in the application of test results must be recog-
nized."

81607.2 "Test" defined. A "test" is any paper-
and-pencil or performance measure,including a review
of record and educaticnal background, scored inter-
vicews and scored application forms, used as a basis
for any employment decision.

§1607.3 "Discrimination" defined. "Discrimination"
is the "use of any test which adversely affects hiring,
promotion...or any emvloyment...opportunity...unless:

{a) the test has been validated and evidences a high
degree of utility...,and {b) the person giving or acting
upon the results of the particular test can demon~-
strate thut alternative suitable hiring...or pro-
motion procedures are unavailable for his use.”

B1607.4 Evidence of validity. "Evidence of a
test's validity should consist of empirical data
demonstrating that the test is predictive cof or
significantly correlated with important eclements
of work behavior...." Where technically feasible
(that is, having a sufficient number of minority
individuals to achieve findings of statistical and
practical significance and having the opportunity
to obtain unbiased job per Drmance criteria), a test
should be validated for each minority group with
which it is used;"that is, any differential rejection
rates that may exist, based on a test, must be
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relevant to performance on the jobs in guestion.™

$1607.5 Minimum standards for validation.
Empirical evidence of a test's validity must be
based on studies employing generally accepted
procedures for determining criterion-related
(i.e., predictive) validity. "Evidence of
content,..validity...may alsc be appropriate
where criteria-related validity is not feasible,
However, evidence for content,..validity should
be accompanied bv sufficient information from
job analyses to demonstrate the relevance cf the
content...." The research approach to developing
such empirical evidence must meet the following
minimum standards:

{1) The sample of subjects must be
representative of the normal candidate group
for the job in question (and "revpresentative
of the minority population available for the
job...in guestion in the local labor market").

(2) "Tests must be administered and scored
under controlled and standardized conditions, with
proper safeguards to protect the security of test
scores...."

(3) "Whatever criteria are used ...must repre-
sent major or critical work behaviors as revealed
by careful job analyses', and they must be fully
described.

{4) "...[A]1ll criteria neced to be examined
to insure freedom from factors which would unfairly
depress the scores of minority groups."

{5) "Data must be generated and results separ-
ately recorded for minority and nomminority droups
wherever technically feasible....A test which is
differentially valid may be used in groups for which
it is valid but not for those in which it is not wvalid....
[Wlhere a test is valid for two groups hut one group
characteristically obtains higher test scores than
the other without a corresponding difference in job
performance, cutcff scores must be set so as to pre-
dict the same probability of job success in both
groups." Also, in assessing the utility of a test,
the relationship between the test and relevant criteria
of employee performance must be statistically and
practicaily significant, according to specified stand-
ardes

O
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Appendix B(3)

B1607.6 Presentation of validity evidence.
"The presentation of the results of a validation
study must include graphical and statistical re-
presentations of the relationships betwzen the
test and the criteria, permitting judgments of
the test's utility in making predictions of
future work behavior. Average scores for all
tests and criteria must be recorded for all
relevant subgroups including minority and
ncnminority groups....Furthermore for each test
that 1s to be established or continued as an
operational employee selection instrument as
a resyult of the validation study,the minimum
acceptable cutoff (passing) score on the test
must be reported. It is expected that each
operational cutoff score will be reasonable and consis-
tent with normal expectations of proficiency
within the work force or group on which the
study was conducted."

§1607.7 Use of other validity studies.
When the number of subjects is less than that
required for a technically adeguate validation study,
evidence from validity studies conducted in other
organizations, if there is sufficient comparability,
may be considered acceptable. The burden is on
the employee to establish comparability.

81607.8 Assunption of validity. There will be
no assumption of validity based on the identity and
professional status of the test designer or other
nonempirical material. "Although professional
supervision of testing activities may help greatly
to insure technically sound and nondiscriminatory
test usage, such involvement alone shall not be
regarded as constituting satisfactory evidence of
test validity."

§1607.9 Continued use of tests. An employer
may be permitted to continue the use of a test which
is not at the moment fully supported by the re-
quired evidence of validity only if (1) the employer
"can cite substantial evidence of validity" and (2)
"he has in progress validation procedures which
are designed to produce, within a reasonable time,
the additinnal data required." The employer may
also "have to alter or suspend test cutoff scores
so that score ranges broad enough to permit the
identification of criterion-related validity will
be obtained.”

$§1607.10 Employment agencies and employment
services, [Not applicable J.

B1607.11 Disparate treatment. A test, even
though appropriately validated, cannot be imposed
upon some 8pplicants or employees but not others.
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"Thus, no new test or other employee selection
standard can be imposed upon a class of in-
dividuals...who, but for prior discrimination,
would have been granted the opportunity to
qualify under less stringent selection standards
previously in force."

£1607.12 Retesting. Candidates who failed
an earlier selection process and have availed
themselves of more training or experience should
be provided with an opportunity for retesting and
reconsideration.

§1607.13 Other selection techniques. Where
unscored selection techniques are used, the employer
may have to present evidence of their validity.

£1607.14 Affirmative Action. These guide-
lines do not in any way diminish an employer's
obligation "to undertake affirmative action to
ensure that applicants or employees are treated
without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
or national origin. Specifically, the use of
tests which have been validated pursuant to these
guidelines does not relieve employers...of their
obligations to take positive action in affording
employment and training to members of" minority
groups.
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