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THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CED STATEMENTS ON NATIONAL POLICY

This statement has heen approved for publication as a statement of the Research
and Policy Corimittee by the members of that Committee and its drafting sub
committee, subject to individua! dissents or reservations noted herein. The
trustees who are responsible ior this statement are listed on the opposite page.
Company associations are included for identification only; the companies do
not share in the responsibility borne 0y the individuals.

The Research and Policy Committee is direcied by CED's bylaws to:

“Initiate studies into the principles of business policy and of public policy
which will foster the full contribution by industry and commerce to the attain-
ment and maintenance of high uand secure standards of living for people in all
walks of life dirough maximuin employment and high productivity ir. the
domestic econony.”

The bylaws emphasize that:

“All research is to be thoroughly objective in character, und the approach
in cach instance is to be from the standpoint of the general welfare and not
from that of any special politizal or econorzic group.”

The Research and Policy Comnmitlee is composed of 50 Trustees from among
the 200 businessmen and educators who comprise the Committee €nr Economic
Development. It is aided by a Rescarch Advisory Board of lcading cconomists,
a small permanent Rescarch Staff, and by advisors chsen for their compeience
in the ficld being considered.

Each S:atement on National Policy is preceded by discussions, meetings,
and exchanges of memoranda, often stretching over many months. The research
is undertaken by a subcommittee, with its advisors, and the full Research and
Policy Commilttee participates in the drafting of findings and recommiendations.

Except for the members of the Rescarch and Policy Committee and the
responsibie subcominittee, the recommendations presented herein are not
necessarily endorsed by other Trustees or by the advisors, contributors, staff
members, or others assorsted wiilly CED.

The Research and Pol’:y Conimittec offers these Ststements oa Nationai
Policy as an aid to clearer understanding of the steps to be taken in achieving
sustained growth of the American cconomy. The Committe¢ is not atlempting
to pass on any pending specific legislative proposals; its purposc is to urge
careful consideration of the objectives set forth in the statement and of the
best mearns of accomplishing those objectives.
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Foreword

Tlis policy statement reflects two
areas of interest which have claimed an important share of the CED
Rescarch and Policy Committee’s attention in recent years.

The first of these interests is a concern for the quality and effec-
tiveness of educatien, which is critical for the economic well-being of
American society and the full development of individual potential. We
began our studies in this arca more than a decade ago with the policy
statemient Paying for Better Public Schools (1959), followed by Raising
Low Incomes Through Improved Education (1965). We then turned
our at(ention to ways in which the limited resources of the schools could
be used most cffectively through better school administration and im-
proved methods cf instruction. This resulted in our 1968 statement on
Innovation in Education: New Directions for the American School.
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Paralleling this rcsearch has been a series of interrelated studies
over the past three years which have been concerned with alleviating
poverty in the United States, especially among the urban disadvantaged.
In April 1970 we published a policy statement on lmproving the Public
Welfare System, suggesting how onr country's public assistance pro-
grams couid be improved, largely by integratirg them into a national
system of income maintenance that would be available to all thosc in
necd. Three months later, we issued & companion statemeni, Training
and Jobs for the Urban Poor. The piesent policy statement is closely
rclated to these earlicr statenients,

As noted in the Summary, this statement reflects the Committee’s
cencern “with the role of educaticnal institutions in carrying out their
part of the nation’s broad mission cf climinating poveriy in the United
Statces, a poverty of cultural as well as material goods, and of opening up
the doors of opportunity-to those who have been deprived an equitable
share of society’s rewards.” [t is our belief thet improved education is
essential for breaking the poverty cycle. However, it is clear that the
climination of poverty also will require coordinated ¢fforts by govern-
ment, private agencics, and the business sector to provide training and
jobs, supplemented by an improved public welfare system.

Education for the Urban Disadvantaged: From Preschool to Em-
ployment was prepared by a subcommittee under the chairmanship of
John L. Burns. The Project Director was Sterling M. McMurrin, Dean
of the University of Utah Graduate School and former U.S. Commis-
stoner of Education, who was assisted in the research and drafting of the
statement by Larry L. Leslie, Associate Professor and Research Associ-
ate of the Center for the Study of Higher Education at Pennsylvania
State University, The Subcommitice on Education for the Urban Dis-
advantaged was also aided in its deliberations by a number of distin-
guished advisors. Various papers written by members of this group and
other experts are being published as CED Supplementary Papers in three
volumes, entitled: Functionel Education for Disadvantaged Youth; The
Conditions for Educational Equality; and Resources for Urban Schools:
Better Use and Balance.

On behalf of the Research and Policy Commiittee, 1 would like o
express appreciation to Mr. Burns, Mr. McMurrin, Mr. Leslie, and the
members and advisors of the subcommittee for their valuable contri-
butions.

Emitio G. Collado. Co-Chairman
Research and Policy Committee
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Summary
of
Findings and
Recommendations

Whilc the Anicrican schools have
gencrally provided middle- and upper-inconie youth with the inteliectual
tools necessary for success in our socicty. they have commonly failed to
cope offectively with the task of cducating the disadvantaged youth in
our urban centers.® To an alarnung extent they have simply swept disad-
vantaged youth under the educadional rug.

In the past there have always been large numbers of unskilled
jobs for the functionally illiterate. But as technology absorbs the tusks of
unshilled workers, the chasm between the poor with inadequate schooling
and the remainder of socicty is widening at a rapid rate. Even where
unskilled jobs remain, they are frequently inaceessible to the poor of our
central cities.

By concentrating this statement on the urban poor, we do not
suggest that the plight of Americaa Indians or other rural poor is less

*Sce Memarandum by MR.ALT AN SPROUI , page 80

=2
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tragic or less worthy of our concern. We simply recognize that the urban
arcas, which house 51 per cent of poor Americans, arc now in a state
of acutc and even desperate crisis with far-reaching social implications
for our total socicty.*

The common meanings of “disadvantaged” are vague and am-
biguous. Fiequently the terms “disadvantaged™ and “poor” are used
interchangeably, and the members of sonie minority cthnic groups are
typically assumed to be disadvantaged. In this statement, we use the term
to upply to those persons whose cconomic status contorms to the current
federal definition of poverty, which establishes a poverty threshold based
on annual income.! We have adopted (his definition for the disadvantaged
because it is the most frequently used and commonly recog.iized and
because it is the quasi-legal definition uscd by the several branches of
government,

Our statement is concerned with all the disadvantaged children
and youths in our citics. We speak of ‘e masses who are witho:t func-
tional literacy, access to employment, decent incomes, or the other neces-
sities for a satisfying life. We recognize that whether they are white or
nonwhite. our people have a common set of goals; these include freedom
from hunger, pestilence, and disease and a fair share in the bounties of
the larger socicty. There is a commonality of needs and interests among
all groups—advantaged or disadvantaged. Indeed, much that is set forih
in th's statement wili benefit education for all childrea.

Three urban disadvantaged groups in particular have received
special attention in this statement. The acute problem of the black minor-
ity —the laigest American minority group and the one most heavily con-
centrated in the citics—speaks for itself. Even though two-thirds of all
urb.n poor in 1668 were white, considering the nalion as a whole the
prcbability of being poor was less than one in ten among whites, whereas
among blacks the probabilily of b.ing poor was one in thice. We have
also devoted attention to special educational problems of the Mexican-
Americans, who are estimated to be the second largest ethnic minority
in the nation, and of the Puerto Ricans: both of these groups are also
heavily conccntrated in urban arcas and have a high incidence of
poverty.?

1/The poverty threshold for a family of four is adiusted annually hy the Social Security
Administretion. Sce Appendix A,
2/For further infarmation on the plight of the Mexican-Amcricans. see Aprendin B.
*Sce Memorandum by MR DANIEL PARKER, page 80,

10.
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Though we have given our main attention to these particular
groups, our conclusions and recomnmendations for the improvement of
education and the enlargement of educational opportunity apply broadly
to all the urban poor. The disadvantaged of o/l ethnic groups are now
demanding equal treatment and attention. They deserve no less.

A Broad Attack on Poverty

The problems of the disadvantaged and the causes of their pov-
erly are varied and complex. No single solution can cope with them.
Impcoved education for the disadvantaged is indeed our best hope for
breaking the poverty cycle. But the ultimate breakthrough will occur
only when the environment that tosters discrimination and perpetuates
poverty is changed. This will require a massive, coordinated program
that will come to grips with basic social and economic iils.

The prosperity of the United States over the past quarter century
or more, a greater affluence for more people than has ever been expe-
rienced in world history, has not eliminated poverty and deprivation.
Though our prosperity has greatly reduced the number of people in
poverty, millions arc in diffic alt and even desperate circumstances. The
poor in the United States today are largely those unequipped by reason of
soine inability to find gainful emnployment in ¢ither the private or public
sectors of the economy. Their inabilities are commonly due to sickness.
age, or other physical incapacity; discrimination because of race; or other
circunustances, such as a lack of education or training, over which they
have little or no control. Though the poor now comprise only {3 per cent
of the population, they number nearly 25 million persons, more than
the entire population of Canada and half that of France or the United
Kingdom.

The major institutions and social structures that most profoundly
affect the disadvantaged wer shaped in carlier eras to cope with far dif-
ferent problems and conditicas than those now obtaining. Rather than
working to the advantage of teday's urban poor, these often serve only
to perpetuate the disadvantages and disabilitics that lie at the heart of
their problems. Much of the social welfare structure inherited from the
past is inadequate to deal with the problems of poverty in a high-cmploy-
ment cconomy.

11,
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In a policy statement on /mproving the Public Welfare System,’
this Committee offered proposals for sweeping changes that would create
a truly viable, humane, and efficient system of welfare. Broadly, the
system we envisage can be described as being based on need as the sole
criterion for qualification whether need results from inadequate carnings
or inability to work, thus opening welfare bencfits to all the poor. As the
basic means for eradicating poverly, a floor would be established under
the incomes of all people through some system of income maintenance,
with the federal government assuming all or most of the cost. Incentives
to work would be an esscntial component of this system, and this would
be coupled with programs for training and measures for assuring oppor-
tunities for private and public employment for those able to work. In a
subsequent policy statement on Training and Jobs for the Urban Poor,*
¢ considered the revisions required in national manpower policy to
eliminate the chrenic unemploviment and underemployment of the urban
poor by providing training and jobs for marginal workers. We are now
engaged in studics of other vital matters related to the problem of poverty.
These include a review of the entire health-care problem in the United
States and a study of the financing of the nation’s housing necds.

The complex nature of the causes of disadvantage arc demon-
strated by piecemeal aitempts at remediation. Better housing, for in-
stance, does not necessarily reduce sickness, nor does it guarantec changes
in reading and arithmetic scores; it may produce only very small changes
in educational and occupational aspirations.* Nor has the educational
problem been solved by such programs as Aid to Dependent Children.
Almost half of thc abc children, for instance, either drop out of schoo! or
are educationally retarded between the ages of fourteen and seventeen:
only 25 per cent graduate from high school by the age of cighteen.®

In the 1'nited States. the school has long been the most promising
equalizing force, and thus of the social agencies and institutions most
concerned with the disadvantaged. it is of central importance to a coordi-
nated civic effort. As the National Advisory Council on the Education
of Disadvantaged Children has pointed out, “Urban planning that docs

3/tmproving the Public Welfare Sysiem, A Statement on National Policy by the Rescarch
and Policy Commiittee, C >mmittee for Economic Development (New York: April 1970).

A/ Training and Jobs for the Urban Poor A Statement on National Policy by the Rescarch
and Policy Committee. Committee for Economic Development (New York: July 1970).

$/Dantel M, Wilner, The Housing Environment and Family Life (Baltimore: Johns Hop-
kins Press, 1962), p. 159.

6/M. Elaine Burgess and Danicl O. Price, An American Dependency Challenge  (Cht-
cago: American Public Welfare Association, 1963),

12,
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not now include educational planning is not only unrealistic; it is irre-
sponsible.” In the past, far too many public decisions influencing educa-
tinn directly or indirectly have been made in total disregard of the schools.
It is now clear that the school must be at the center of those decisions.

Seven Imperatives for the Schools

In this statement we are concerned solely with the role of educa-
tior;al institutions in carrying out their part of the nation’s broad mission
of eliminating povertly in the United States. a poverty of cultural as well
as material goods, and of opening up the doors of opportunity to those
who have been denied an equitable share of society’s rewards. We con-
ceive education's role in this vitally important enterprise to be the instru-
ment by which the disadvantaged enter the mainstream of American life—
the same unique role the school. played in the assimilation of the millions
who came to this country in the great waves of immigration. But in
resuming this historic function, education must now adjust to different
cultural patterns and personal motivations, as well as to strikingly differ-
entccononiic, social, and technological conditions, from those with which
it successfully coped in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Past discussions of educational equality commonly dcalt with
school “inputs,” such as money, teacher-pupil ratios, facilities, and teach-
ing materials. Too often the schoo! considered its obligation to er 1ality
satisfied in these terms regardless of the students’ levels of achievement.
We insist that educational equality must be judged by school “outputs,”
by the actual achievements of pup..s in intellectual skills, knowledge, cre-
ativity, and action. We believe that the American people should refuse
to settle for anything less than universal literacy and those intellectual
skills which accompany literacy. Except for the less than | per cent of
any population group who arc incapable of normal learning. the schools
should be expected and required to brin« their pupils up to minimal stand-
ards of intcllectual achievement—not some of them. but all of them.

How can this goal be reached? Many seem to believe that all that
is nceded is more money. Indeed, more moncy is needed urgently, partic-
ularly Ly the central-city school systems serving vast numbers of the dis-

7/U.8. National Advisory Council on the Fducation of Disadvantaged Children, “Schools
for an Open Socicty,” in its Anmal Report {Washington, D.C.: January 31, 196R),
p. 45.
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advantaged. However, it is pertinent here to reiterate the observation
made in a prii policy statement on Jnnovation in Education: New Direc-
tions for the American School:

An increasing over-all expenditure on schooling in the United
Statzs in coming years can be anticipated. Yet it is vitally impor-
tant to recogaize that the expenditure of increased funds will not
by itself guarantee improved education. It has become increas-
ingly apparent that additional funds are often employed to
perpetuate and cextend inefficient operational techniques and
ineffective instructional methods. The nation cannot afford to
waste its resources by investing them in schools that fail to achicve
the level of operational efficiency and effectiveness in instruction
which is now within their reach.?

Programs that give promise for the effective education of the dis-
advantaged are being developed. We must push ahead with these while
recognizing the continuing need for new ideas and new strategies. Con-
tinued research and experimemation are mandatory. Among the things
we have learned is that the attack on educational problems must itself be
a mulli-pronged effort.

From our studies we conclude that there are seven imneratives to
the successful accomplishment of the schools’ mission:*

1. Improved education for the disadvantaged is the best hope for
breaking the poverty cycle. But the schools in the central cities can be
made genuinely effective only if there is a transformation of the environ-
ment which conditions the attitudes and learning capacities of children
and youths. The school does not function in a social, psychological, or
institutional vacuum. Environmental factors outside the schools generate
attitudes inimical or favorable to learning vhich are operative through-
out the school years.

2. Preschooling is desirable for cll children, hut it is a necessity
for the disadvantaged.** 1t is now known from social and psychological
studies that the experiences of early childhood may have a decisive effect
on school failure and su-cess. Morcover, there is evidence that effective
preschooling gives the best return on the cducaiional investment.

8/Innovation in Education: New Directions for the Amrerican School, i Stalement on
National Policy by the Research and Policy Committee, Commiltce for Economic
Development (New York: July 1968), p. 11.
*Sce Memorandum by MR. ALLAN SPROUL., page 80.
**8ce Memorandum by MR, PHILIP SPORN, page 81.
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3. Education must prov.de children and youths with a sense of
community and a comprehension of the world of work.* It is the vehicle
by which the child moves into the larger world and the techinological
society. It must open the door to career opportunities, either directly to
positions that provide satisfying work or to additional schooling leading
1o the professions.

4. Success in the education of the disadvantaged reqiiires the
development of total instructional systems which bring together compe-
tent teachers, effective instructional techriology, and curriculim mate-
rials that are relevant to the interests and needs of the students. The entire
school experience should be designed to enlarge student motivation by
exhibiting the concrete value of education,

5. The schools should be held accountable for their product, they
should be judged in terms of their outputs. Naticnal, state, and local as-
scssments of student performance should be employed. Furthermore, the
success of the central-city schools requires increased participation in de-
cision making by their patrons from among the minority groups.

6. Equalization in the distribution of school resources has be-
come a necessity. Even though equality of educational opportunity may
require larger school expenditures in disadvantaged areas, central-city
schools are expected to function with less money per pupil than their
suburban counterparts. There inust be basic transformations in the con-
ventional methods of financing the schools.

7. Continued research is necessary to provide the ground for
developing effective m.ethods for educuiing the disadvantaged. Research
findings must be applied in developing demonstration projects which can
serve as models for improving both neighborhoods and schools. Dissemi-
nation of research findings must be expanded, and full-scale programs
must be established where pilot projects have proven valuable. Both
social and psychological research relating to the conditions for learning
are escential.

In the remainder of this chapter, we present briefly the basis for
these conclusions together with our majer specific recommendations.
Thereafter, each of the seven imperatives is supported in some detail by
a separate chapter of the text.

*Sece Memorandum by MR, PHILIP SPORN, page 81.
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Summary of Recominendations

We set forth the following recommendations in the interest of
generating public action to transform the quality of education. They
are crucially important to education generally even though our specific
concern here is with the disadvantaged. We propose their consideration
by all persons, groups, and organizations that make the educational
decisions of the nation. We especially address legislatures, government
agencies, prof-ssional educational organizations, local school boards and
administrators, and community action groups.

Environment

The children of the poor enter the school system greatly disad-
vantaged by the deficits they bring with them of cultural deprivaticn and
perhaps language difficuities. They mayv suffer physiological impairments
from early malnutrition, They are far less likely to lack innate ability
to learn than they are to lack motivation because of environmental fac-
tors. Regardless of ethnic background, middle-class children do better
in schools than their disadvantaged peers.

It is clear that the causes of poverty are complex and there is no
simple solution. But the cycle of poverty must be broken. We stand firmly
on the principle that education is the instrument by which the poor and
disadvantaged must enter the mainstream of American economic and
social life. Compensatory and other programs aimed at achieving equal-
ity for the disadventaged should include all who are disadvantaged by
their economic condition regardless of their ethnic origin.

If the urban disadvantaged child is nonwhite, he will almost
surely encounter segregated school patterns, compounding many of the
disabilities F.e already suffers, Racial discrimination contirues to be the
nation's most important single educational problem. Though there has
been sonie disillusionmient with the initial promise of integration as a
means of providing equalily of educational opporiunity, we are com-
mitted to the importance of integration to both human cquality and
improvenient in the general quality of educaticn. Racial integration
remains basic to the more complex soluticns to urban educational dilem-
mas. School integration is of critical importance for the quality and
equality of education as well as for social relationships. We urge that
top priority be given to schoo) integration and that financfal incentives
be offered to districts which make clear progress toward desegregation.

16.
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In going from a poor home to a middle-clasy oriented school, the
child in effect shifts cultures and may experience a further alienation from
society. In providing urban youth with the knowledge and skills neces-
sary for successful careers in our technologically based society, the schools
muct respect the group values of ethnic minorities. Minority values de-
serve preservation, and motivation for school success is strengthened by
the seli-esteem and aspiration for achievement that arise in part from
pride in one’s inheritance.

Preschooling

The most effective point at which to influence the cumulative
process of education is in the early preschool years, when the child has a
large capacity for acquiring skills and cultivating expectancies. Only a
massive effort to establish both public and private preschool educational
programs will provide the preparation in motivation, intellectual capa-
cities, and physical skills essential to success in achieving total basic
liferacy. Government support for free day-care centers providing pre-
school education for children of working mothers should be continued
and expanded.

A general equality in basic studept skills and understandings is
both possible and mandatory. Nearly everyone can learn to read and
write and develop the skills necessary for a productive life. An all-out
national effort is necessary to secure equality of minimal achievement
in the basic literacy skills of reading, writing, and computation. These
skills are essential to every person, and their successful cultivation in
every person must be demanded of the schools.

Functional Educatinn

The basic failure of contemporary urban life—a failure that is
real for most but greatly accentuated for the poor—is the absence of a
meaningful orientation of children and youths to the world of work.
During the carly years when his vocational interests should be kinaled
and his aspirations fired, the child all too often is not confronted by the
live options that should eventually be open to him. Genuinely functional
education uses work and other life experiences as laboratories in which
young people find real problems and tasks that require learning.

Effective functional education requires the introduction of chil-
dren to the world of work in the primary grades and a continuous infu-
sion of fob Inlormation and counseling throughout the school years.

17.
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The schools and prospective employers should jointly plan educational
programs that will ensure not only adequate instruction but also satis-
factery employment.*

Most important of all is that the disadvantaged child’s options be
ket open and his opportunities enlarged. The disadvantaged must have
equal opportunity with others to pursue education at the community
college and university levels and to qualify for professional and graduate
degrees. Education must open the door fo career opportunities, either
directly to positions that provide satisfying work and incomes or to addi-
tional schooling that will lead to the professiouns. It is essential that edu:
cational programs for the disadvantaged keep open every avenue to
higher education.

Teachers and Instructional Systems

The disadvantaged child may be further alienated by his en-
counter with the rigidities of school and classroom organizational pat-
terns, as well as by his teachers’ low expectations for him, The ability
and preparation of the teacher have a direct relationship to pupil achieve-
ment. Teacher abilities appear to have a cumulative effect, as the rela-
tionship is more direct at the higher grades. Because of the lack of
flexibility and adaptiveness in schools of education. it may be advisable
to look to new organizations to prepare teachers for the central city.
Because traditional schools of education have not met the need, new
models for teacher education are being developed which deserve serious
attention, Some are based on autonomous agencies that would draw their
staffs from the universities, public schools, and private organizations,

Teacher education programs should be designed to meet the
special demands of urban teaching. Education for prospective fnner-city
teachers will succeed best if it involves experience in the cotnmunities
where they are to teach. Qualified minorily grcip members should be
actively recruited as teachers of teachers and for teaching positions in
urban schools. To provide successful models for mincrity children, spe-
cial efforts should be made to recruit male minority group persons to
serve as both teachers and paraprofessionals.

Extra incentives should be offered in the form of paid internships
for teachers who select careers in urban education. Differentiated staffing
patterns and salaries should be established in urban schools to provide
superior inner-city teachers with incentive goals and rewards. The present

*Sce Memorandum by MR. PHILIP SPORN, page 81.
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lock-step salary schedules do nct encourage dynamic and innovative
teaching and are ill-suited to promoting teaching as a career.

Success in the education of the disadvantaged will require the
development of instructional systems that bring together competent
teachers, the most effective instructional technology, and curriculum
materials that are relevant to the experience and needs of the students.
To reap the technological benefits already enjoyed by industry and com-
munications, the schools must develop instructional systems that provide
the teacher with the instruments essential to individualizing instruction
while at the same time general instructional quality is greatly improved.

Accountability and Control

The principle of accountability demands radically new ap-
proaches to the educational process. It shifts the focus of education from
teaching to learning, thereby forcing schools to answer for the achieve-
ments of all groups of students as well as to assess the costs and benefits
of specific programs.

The schools must be held accountable for their product. Special
educational programs for the disadvantaged should be funded only where
evaluations have been designed to identify conerete results and the con-
ditions necessary for achieving those results. Programs and program
components producing superior results in teims of student achievement
and atdtudes should serve as prototypes for future func’ng. Government
funding of experimental pi- _- ams should require appropriate assessment
of results.

In our large urban centers, bureaucracy has created a barrier
between a school and its patrons. Some form of decentralization is essen-
tial. Districts that have decentralized should continue their experiments
in this direction. It should be obvious, however, that total seginentation
of a large city into numerous completely independent and autonomous
small districts could be disastrous to education, considering such require-
ments as general supervision and review, IFfurthermore, there is the ques-
tion of optimum size for a school district.

We urge school governing boards and administrators to solicit
botk formal and informal community participation in the determination
of school nolicies and programs and fo establish policies and procedures
which will make that participation both possible and effective. The nation
can no longer tolerate conditions that prevent minoritics from exerting
effective power in matters which determine their own destinies,
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While we urge the decentralization of large urban districts to
make them more responsive {o the disadvantaged communities, we
beljeve that across the country generally there is still need for the con-
solidation of small school districts.

Competent business, voluntary agencies, and nonprofit enter-
prises should be encouraged to join with the schools in developing alter-
native educational patterns. The schools should be given contracting
powers that will enable them to confract with private agencies for accom-
plishing specialized tasks. We encourage cxperimentation in varying
degrees of public school involvement by qualified elements of the private
sector. Contracts let to private agencies for specific services should be
on a full accountability basis only.

School Expenditures

There is generally a wide differential between the expenditures
per pupil in suburban and city schools. The expenditures are often in-
versely related to need. Public school finance, especially in the urban
centers, is not grounded in sound economic theory and practice. With
the continw'.g trend toward redistribution of wealth away from the
central cities and into the suburbs, the financial plight of the central cities
has deepened. Because communities rely almost exclusively on the prop-
erty tax for their fiscal needs, there is no possibility of achieving equality
in school financing without state equalization legislation or a basic
change in the tax structure.

Five aclions are essential if the financial plight of the central-city
schools is to be overcome:

The assumption by the states of the responsibility for providing
equality on a reasonable level of edu-ational opportunity,

The adoption by the states of more effective and equitable revenue
systems taking into account ability to pay,

The equitable distribution of state assistance to satisfy real need,

Increased federal funds to provide more ad-quate resources for
meeting the special costs of educating the disadvantaged and a
more fust distribution of these resources,

Requirement by state governments of school-by-school reporting
of budgetary allocations {0 ensure that inner-city schools and pro-
grams for the disadvantaged receive their fair share of funds that
otherwise are diverted elsewhere,

20.
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Research, Development, and Application

Experimental programs for the disadvantaged child have pro-
duced more failures than successes, but some lessons have been clearly
learned. LLow pupil-teacher ratios are essential especially for preschool-
ers. Teachers must receive training specifically related to the tasks before
them. Parents must become positively involved. Objectives must be
clearly defined and made the basis of instructional materials. Programs
of brief duration are not effective.

There is no single best way to teach disadvantaged children, but
itis clear that individualized instruction is the key strategy. By employing
near and familiar materials, the school can more effectively motivate the
child and enable him to cope more successfully with abstract concepts.

A greatly inhibiting difficulty has been the failure thus far to
evaluate effectively the concrete results of experimental progranis. In
urging continuing research and development in educational probiems,
we recognize that findings are of practical value only if they are effectively
applied in ways that clearly exhibit their value in improving cducation.*
We strongly urge the development of social and educational laboratories
—coordinated community programs involving not only educational insti-
tutions but other public and private social agencies—on a scale that is
large enough to provide an environment for the diszdvantaged and in
which eflective educational practices not only can be sorted out but also
employed with a real possibility of success.

*See Memorandum by MR. DANIEL PARKEP, page 81,
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2.

Environment
and the Success
of the School

The schools in the central cities will become genu-
inely effective in the struggle against poverty only if
there is a transformation of the environment which
conditions the attitudes and learning capacities of
children and youths.

Most of the urban poor are relatively
recent migrants from rural arcas who find that in the cities they face
more complex economic and social p actices. From a society in which
cven illiteracy was not always a major obstruction to a successful and
happy life, they have come into a social system in which #~hooling is the
most reliable road te employment and general satisfactivin. As the num-
ber of unskilled jobs continues to decline, schooling will beconie even
more necessary.

That the environment plays an important role in shaping learning
can no longer be ignored in the plonning and administration of school
programs. The school does not function in a social, psychological, or
instilutional vacuum. Environniental factors outside the school may gen-
erate attitudes inimical or favorable to learning which are operative
throughout .ne school years.

23.
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The basic problem is not the children’s innate ability to learn,
It is maxing home and neighborheod environments more conducive to
learning and making the schools’ curricula and methods relevant to the
experience, talents, and necds of the learners. But education is more than
simply learning; it is personal fulfiliment. This requires environments in
which children and young people are nourished morally and spiritually
as well as intellectually.

It has been shown that, on the average, middle-class children are
better able to perform certain mental tasks than economically disad-
vantaged children.! Moreover, children from different ethnic groups
show different combinations of abilitics as wel) as different levels of
performance for various tasks, and middle-class children from different
ethnic groups in general perform more like each other than do disad-
vantaged children from different ethnic groups. This points up the
importance of environmental factors as compared to ethnological factors
in affecting learning cupability. Consider. for instance. that a substantial
majority of black children have never been over twenty blocks from their
homes- -homes that in countless cases contain no books and often neither
pen nor pencil. Their view of life and the world is contained mainly
within their immediate environment and the television screen.

Another major cause of poor learning is inter-city and intra-city
mobility. Where rescarch has been designed to control for this factor. it
has been shown that minority students have not regressed in relation to
others. The Higher Horizons program in New York City, for example,
revealed that constancy in student performance coutd be expected if
students remained in the same school. It is clear that all agencies involved
with cducation, housing. job-training. and employment should work
together 1o solve the problems relating to student transiency. Public
housing enterprises, for example. should bz coordinated with education
because of the greatly reduced rate of transiency among public housing
occupants. As an illustration. the turnover in East Harlem housing :0j-
ects. including transfers to other projects. has been only about 5 per cent
per year.? This contrasts with an extrerre mobility rate among ninety-
one Manhattan clementary schools that experience a 51 per cent turn-
over of students during each school year.

I' is now clear that the impact of diet and discase on a child's
health. mental capacities. and sense of values can impair his motiva-

1/)ane G. Fort. Jean C. Watts and Gerald S. 1 esser. ~Cultural Background and !.caming
in Young Children,” Phi Dclta Kappan, Vol, 50, No. 7 (March 1969). pp. 186-188,
2/Patricia C. Sexton, Spanish Harlem (Nex York: Harper & Row. 1965). p, 37,

24.

293



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

tion to learn. Going to school hungry in the morning, as some do, and
remaining without lunch has an effect upon learning, as does the failure
to get sufficient rest at night. A breakfast program in a Cleveland ele-
mentary school, for instance, was accompanied by a significant rise in
reading and arithmetic scores. Likewise, the school itself moved up 21
placesin its attendance rating among Cleveland’s 136 elementary schools.

Perhaps even niore serious obstacles to success in school are
physiological impairments which may 1esult from improper maternal diet
in late pregnancy and in the child’s early infuncy. It is estimated that
hundreds of thousands of babies are born each year with deficiencies
due to these causes.® Furthermore, the physical and mental effects of
drugs may soon outweigh other negative influences in the urban child’s
environment,

Environment and Expectations

It ' especially unfortunate that the typical disadvantaged child
may encounter few niodels of genuine success in his home or neighbor-
hood but many instances of frustration and failure. He is denied much of
the hope and expectation common in «he experience of typical middle-
class children. It is not surprising that many youths from low-income
families drop out of school by age sixteen; they often come from broken
homes or frem homes which are culturally poor and which exert nega-
tive influences on their educational aspirations and achievements.* What-
ever the causes, a serious lack of motivation for education resulting
from environmental factors is found in an overwhelming number cf
childven and youths from disadvantaged areas. Every attempt to bring
them into the niainstream of American life will be abortive if it fails
to strengthen their motivation and their basic interests and enthusiasms.

The relationship of the family's sociocconomic group to tae as-
piration of children to entes the professions is illustrated by studies
showing an almost two-to-one ratio of widdle-class students to disad-
vantaged students who aspire to the professions. The power of environ-
mental influence is further demonstrated by data which reveal that the
ratio of middle-class students who aspire to the professions in middle-

Mlwing S, Bengelsdorf, ~Atoms and Men: Evidence Links Dict to Mental Retardation.™
Los Angeles Times (December 12, 1968). part 2, p, 8.

4/Robert J. Havighurst and Lindley J. Stiles, “National Policy for Alicnated Youth."
Phi Delia Kappan. Vol. 42, No, 7 (April 1961), pp. 233-291.
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class schools compared to middle-class students in so-called disadvan-
taged schools is also two to one. This ratio also holds for disadvantaged
students in schools of these two categories.®

The generally low aspiration among disadvantaged children was
commonly thought in the past to result from low aspirations of parents
for their children. But the studies which reached this conclusion appar-
ently confused aspiration with expectation. Recent research clearly in-
dicates that it is parental expectations rather than asp ‘rations which are
low. In general, parents of disadvantaged children are ciscouraged by
titeir own inability to further the educational achievenients of their chil-
dren. They have experienced so much disappointment and failure that
their feelings of hopelessness outweigh their aspirations.

If the children of the poor are to be strongly motivated toward
schooling, their families must develop attitudes and behavior that en-
courage them to Icok upon school as the ladder to a satisfying future.*
Only when their families regard school as an aid to improvement do
disadvantaged children see schooling in a desirable light. This problem
is especially acute in the case of boys.

Research has indicated that when poor black students are in-
tegrated into schools with a high mix of middle- and upper-class students,
their educational goals are clearly raised. Wheu black students sense
that the odds for success are against them. academic aspiration seems to
decline. The trouble is that the odds usually are against them. There is a
clear nced io raise the typical self-image of blacks, for there is general
agrcement that black students do in fact often suffer from negative esti-
mates of themselves.

Because our economic system has favored black women over
black men for the better of infeiior jobs, it has both perpetuated and ac-
centuated the negative self-image of the typical poverty-stricken black
male. Often he does not see education as an advantage. For him, educa-
tion is too often a false promise teo expensive to pursue and producing
little but disappointment. Even with an education, he frequently faces
difficult and often insurmountable obstacles in his effort to get ahcad
economically.

Most of the attention given to minorily group cducation has been
concentrated on the problems of blacks. A large and growing segment

$/Erwin Kalz, "Review of Evidence Relating 10 Effecls of Desepregation on 1he Intellec-
tual Performance of Neopeoes” American Psychologist. Vol. 19, Ne. 6 (June 1964),
pp. 381-399.
*82¢ Memorandum by MR PHILIP SPORN. page &),
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of the urban disadvantaged, however, bear Spanish names and are
Spanish-speaking — Mexican-American or Puerto Rican. The typical
Spanish-speaking American has a sensitive awarcness of his culture and
his language. But the gencral “Anglo™ presumption of cultural superior-
ity tends to destroy his confidence in himself and in his home and ethnic
group. It often contributes to an emotional confusion that inhibits his
intellectual advancement and affects his personal opportunities.®

The causes of poverty are complex and there are no simple solu-
tions. But the cycle of poverty must be broken. We stand firmly on the
principle that education is the instrument by which the poor and disad-
vantaged must enter the mainstream of American economic and social
life. Compensatory and other programs aimed at achieving equality for
the disadvantaged should include all who are disadvantaged by their
economic condition regardless of their ethnic origin,

Racial Mix and Quality »f Education

Racial discrimination continues to be the nation’s most important
single school problem. We are convinced that racial integration in the
schools can improve the general quality of education. The mixing of dis-
advantaged with advantaged students, where the former do not exceed
about 50 per cent, appears to help the learning of the disadvantaged with-
out ncgative cffects upon the advantaged.

The report on Equality of Educational Opportimnity, better known
as the Ccleman Report, has shown that of all school factors affecting
a child's achievement the most important is the characteristics of the
students with whom he is associated. In accounting for achicvement, the
characteristics of other students apparently outweigh in importance such
factore as school facilitics £nd curricula and characteristics of teachers.
The report found that only the child's family background is more im-
portant. In spitc of varying interpretations of the statistics, the Coleman
Report’s major canclusions seem to be supported.

The performance of minority pupils scems to depend more on
the schools they attend than does the performance of majorily students,
In the South, 20 per cent of the achievement of blacks is associated with

6/Clark §. Knowlton. “Special Education Problems of the Spanish-speaking Minorities of
the Southwest, " in The Conditions for Educational Equality. CED Supplementary Paper
Number 34 (New York: Committee for Fconon.ic Desclopment. Spring i9711.
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the particular schools attended, whereas only 10 per cent of the achieve-
ment of whites is so associated.” A minority pupil from a home indifferent
to education will probably benefit from relationships with schoolmates
having strong educational backgrounds. Yet white pupils from educa-
tionally supportive homes scem to suffer no ill effects in terms of achieve-
ment when placed in schools where ruany of the pupils do not come from
such homes.

What benefits can reasonably be expected from an integrated
school system? Besidas the effects upon academic achievement of inte-
grating the social classes, there are other striking results. The Coleman
Report, for instance, shows favorable achievement gains among blacks
who are integrated into white schools when they are convinced that they
can importantly determinc their own environments and futures.

The Sexton study on Spanish Harlem reported that upon transfer
of eighty-three black students from East Harlem to white, middle-class
Yorkville, numerous behavioral changes were reported. Thirteen stu-
dents showed improved attendance; fifty-one reported improved work
habits as compared to one decline; forty-seven voiced an increased inter-
est in school, while only onc reported decreased interest. Parents were
likewise satisfied, with only five indicating a disappointment with the
transfer while eleven were “pretty well satisfied” and fifty-five were “well
satisfied.”™

The schools will not be fully integrated simply by actions of school
boards or in the ordinary coursc of events. The achievement of integra-
tion in our great citics. whether in the North. South, East, or West, will
be through changes in housing and income patterns. through an external
reorganizetion of school systems, and through the continual enactment
and enforcement of appropriate laws. The demand for separatism now
being made by some blacks probably does not represent the majority
of black opinion and is not in the real interest of the black segment of
our socicty. Scparatism in large part is a product of the failure of the
schools and other social institutions to provide for the special needs of
minority pcople. Compensatory gains can be made in improving pre-
dominantly nonwhite schoeols. but we believe that integration is basic
to the solution of the educational problems of the disadvantaged.

It is not our purpose here to advance proposals on the techniques
of integration. We aflirm our support for effective school integration and

7/James S. Coleman and others, Equality of Lducational Opporiunity (Washington,
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1966).
8/Patricia G. Sexton, Spanish Harlem. pp. S1.52,
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urge an all-out effort by schools and other appropriate social agencies to
devise the ways and means of overcoming segregation and its destructive
effects on education. Those ways and means must relate to the internal
grouping and instructional practices of individual schools; the instruc-
tional programs and deployment of students, teachers, and administrators
within schoot districts; and the establishment of district boundaries as
well as cross-district arrangements to determine racial mix.

If middle- and upper-income families are to be enticed toward
integrated schools and black separatism is to be contained, schools must
offer instruction attractive to higher ability children from both disad-
vantaged and advantaged backgrounds. To move toward equality of
opportunity and to estaolish a minimal level of competence requirces
offering instructional programs designed for both gifted children and
those needing compensatory rrograms. Whether white or nonwhite, not
everyone can benefit from college preparatory courses nor does everyone
need remedial reading,

Thotigh there has been some disillusionment with the initial
promise of schoci integration as a means of providing equaiity of educa-
tional opportunity, we are committed to the importance of integration
ts both human equality and improvement in the general quality of edu-
cation. We are opposed to racial segregation in the schools as inimical
not only to the nonwhite minorities, but to the whitz majority as well.
Racial integration remains basic to the more complex solutions to urban
educational dilemmas. School integration is of critical importance for
the quality and equality of education as well as for social relationships.
We urge that top priority be given to school integration and that financial
incentives be offered to districts which make clear progress toward
desegregation,

The Classroom Environment

The shift in cultures that occurs when a child goes from a poor
home to a middle-class oriented school r.ast be considered in every
attempt to reform his education. He is not likely to derive satisfaction
from going to a school where he is neither well received nor successful.
Verbal rewards may impress him very little. as he may have no interest
in pleasing a teacher who may represent to him a hostile world. In fact.
the value the child places on acceptance by his schoolmates often means
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that he gains more satisfaction from a teacher’s disapproval than from
approval. Failure in school may bring him more pleasure than does
success.

But it is of crucial importance to remember that simple integra-
tion of the schools does not guarantee the end of racial discrimination.
Even organized discrimination sometimes persists in the classrooms cof
integrated schools.

The schools must capitalize on the special gualities of character
that issue from the social circumstances of being poor. Disadvantaged
children, for instance, learn responsibility at an exceptionally early age,
often beginning such tasks as babysitting at the age of five or six. They
also experience less sibling rivalry because there is less struggle for the
love of the mother or father. Moreover, because typically in his home
family ties and mutual aid are strong, the disadvantaged child is often
more cooperative and less competitive than others. Here are basic traits
of character worthy of support and reinforcement, and having important
relevance to success in school. But the school can build upon such
family values only if they are understood and respected by the child's
teacher.*

The difficulty in developing effective curricwla fo- the disad-
vantaged arises in part from the failure to agree upon primary educa-
tional goals beyond the achievement of basic literacy. Much of this is
due to the failure to define goals in terms of the values of the disad-
vantaged. Curricula should be designed to bring the disadvantaged into
the mainstream of American econontic, social, and political life. But the
forces that produce equality should not destroy the distinctive cultural
values of minority people.”

Developing curricula that are relevant to life in a society which
is in large measure grounded in middle-class values without destroy-
ing or injuring minority heritages is a difficult task that calts for uncam-
men inventiveness and innovation. That disadvantaged students may lack
motivation for he study of Shakespeare, the Hundred Years' War. or
dangling participles is quite understandable. The task of the schools is
to ascertain the level of the student’s readiness and to excite his curiosity
and enliven his intellect through subjects and activities that will have
real meaning for him. Life in the big city. for instance. is not an inappro-

9/Larry L. Leslie and Ronald C. Bigelow, “Retesance and Sclf-Image in the Urban
School.” in The Conditions for Educationat t:quality. CED Supplementary Paper Num-
ber 34,
*See Memorandum by MR, PHILIP SPORN. page B2,
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priate subject for study, especially for those who live there. “Sesame
Street” has clearly shown that life on urban streets can be a fascinating
educational vchicle for the entire nation, young and old.

The usual test of the relevance of the curriculum has been simply
whether the subjects studied have value and utility in the larger society.
Some elements o€ a curriculum, such as reading and writing, obviously
bave basic value for any socicty. But full relevance of a curriculum for
schools serving Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, or black children
requires attention to studies pertaining to the history, cultural achieve-
ments, and general experience of these ethnic groups. Somie groups are
pressing hard for separate courses to satisfy this need, and such courses
may sonictimes be temporarily justified. We believe, however, that the
long-rar.ge goal should be to integrate honestly and fairly such subjects
as minority group history and literature into more general courses. The
proliferation of special minority courses can ultimately lead only to
separate classes for blacks, Mexican-Americans, Puerto Ricans, Indians,
Poles, Slovaks, Italians, and other ethnic groups.

Anintegrated curriculum has value for all students, white or non-
white, advantaged or disadvantaged. We cannot justify, on social or
educational grounds, for instance, our failure to include in our textbooks
an honest tieatment of black, Mexican-American, or Indian contributions
to American social history or the arts, These are important subjects of
study for all students. not just for minorities,

Beyond their common value to all, however, curricula that include
black literature, black history, Mexican-American or Indian, or other
minority zroup studies should erhance the self-images of minority stu-
dents. Such curricula may well raise the level of achievement in literacy
skills as wel as in substantive knowledge and appreciation. As their self-
images improve, minority students should gain greatly in self-confidence
and in the csteem of their teachers. which in turn should improve their
capacity to succeed in academic pursuits and should stimulate them to
seek a “piece of the action” that has previously been beyond their reach.

In brief, it is clear that in providing urban youth with the knowl-
edge and skills necessary for successful careers in our technologically
based so -iety, the schools must respect the group values of ethnic minori-
ties. Minority values deserve preservation, and motivation for school
succcss Is strengthened by the self-esteem and aspiration for achievement
that arise in part irom pride in one's inherifance.*

" *8ce Memorandum by MR, PHILIP SPCRN. page 82,
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3.

Preschooling
and the Achievement
of Equaility

Preschooling is desirable for all children, but it is a
necessity for the disadvantaged. Without it, there is
little possibility of achieving eqiiality in education.

A better understanding of the early
environmental factors underiying the learning difficulties experienced by
poor children of school age has gained support for cfforts to equalize
the starting point for all children. in urging more and better preschool
education in our policy statement on Inunovation in Education: New
Directions jor the American School. we observed that “apparently the
most effective point at which to influcnce the cumulative process of edu-
cation isin the early years.” The National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders has supported this position with the following resolution: “The
time has corne to build on the proven success of Head Start and other
preschool programs in order to bring the benefits of comprehensive carly
childhood education to all children . . ."" Not only do we urge the estab-
lishment of extensive preschool programs. but we also favor a serious
consideration of the advisability of lowering the beginning age for regular
schooling.
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The Promise of Preschool Education

On the basis of extensive research by himself and others, Jerome S.
Bruner holds that “the staggering rate at which the preschool child
acquires skills, expectancies, and notions about the world and about
people; the degree to which culturally specialized attitudes shape the
care of children during these years—these arc impressive matters that
lend concreteness to the official manifestos about the early years.”!

Research in this area demonstrates that improvement can be anti-
cipated in [Q scores for low-income children of four and five who are
exposed to structured. scheduled, consistent classroom environments.
There must be careful planning of instructional units with constant feed-
back: teachers must have a high degree of control and mu  not overlook
poor effort and careless performance.? Sympathetic understanding of
children is vitai, but to encourage lack of direction and interr 2t discipline
can be damaging.

A National Institute of Mental Health study has demonstrated
that dramatic increases in 1Q scores can be achieved through infant tutor-
ing. A group of sixty-four black children fifteen menths old was divided
into experimental and control groups. The children in the first group were
read to. talked with, and played with for an hour a day in an effort to
develop their mental and verbal capacities. The control group received
no special treatment. In slightly less than two years. the experimental
group showed an average 1Q of 106 compared with 89 for the control
group. Although regression in [Q began when tutoring ceased. language
skills remained constant.’

Success in preschool programs depends on carcfully defined
objectives. specialized teacher preparation. and work with small groups
over an extended period of time. It has been shown, for instance. that
programs of less than two months have little value at all.* Long-range
success depends on the continuation of effective programs 1o prevent
regression. It depends also on altering the home environments to matc
them more supportive of educational efforts. Often it is necessary to

17Jerome S. Bruner, *Paverty and Childhood,” in The Conditions for Educational Equal-
ity, CED Supplementary Paper Number 34, ] ]

2/Carl Bereiter and Sicgfricd Engelmann, “Ohsers ations on the Use of Direct Instruction
with Young Disadvantaged Youth.” Journal of School Psychology. Vel. 4, No. 3
{Spring 1966}, pp. §5-62. . ) Lo

A/“Rescarch Notes: NIMH Study: Tutoring Ugs Infant 1.Q.'s Dramatically,” Phi Dclia
Kappan, Vol, 50, No. 7 (March 1969), p. 413, . _ )

4/David G, Hawkridge, G. Kasten Tallmadge, and Judith K. Larsen, lmrmlqnmn— for
Success in Lducating Disadvantaged Children (Pala Alta: American Inditutes for
Rexcarch in the Behavioral Sciences. December 19681, po. 17-18,
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conduct preschool programs in apartment buildings or housing develop-
ments to assist working mothers. Such arrangements help alleviate
parents’ fears of taking very young children into strange environments.

Preschool education is now generally regarded with favor by
large numbers of parents of disadvantaged children, by educational
researchers, and by national educational leaders. It has wide support
among persons who have been disillusioned with much of what has been
tried in the name of compensatory education.

The decisive effect of early childhood experiences on school fail-
ure and success makes preschooling for the disadvantaged a necessity.
Only a massive effort to establish both public and private preschool edu-
cational programs will provide the preparation in motivation, intellectual
capacities, ang physical skills essential to success in achieving total basic
iteracy. Government support for freec day-care centers providing pre-
school education for children of working mothers should be continued
and expanded. In advocating such a fvderally-supported national pro-
gram in our policy statement on Improving the Public Welfare System,
this Committee said, “We strongly urge that the age of cligibility for
inclusion in any such day-care program be extended down to include
two-year-olds, and that the program should be broad in concept so that
instead of being meiely custodial in nature the centers provide an educa-
tional experience and cnric' ment for young children along the lines of
Head Start.”

Preschooling and L.iteracy

In education for the disadvantaged, the failures have outdistanced
the successes. To the surprise and disappointment of many observers. it
has been learned that compensatory education, remedial programs, and
special tutorials in their present forms and magnitude often do not work
as expected. Perhaps such programs not only have been too weak and
lacking in continuity. but also have not been available to the child at a
sufficiently carly age. Disadvantaged children who reach school age
without preschooling soon fall behind in reading and writing. This results
in retardation in all tasks requiring basic literacy. When the beginnings
arc a failure, ultimate failure is built into the system. We often fail to
rcalize that education js a cumulative process: poor education is usually
the result of an accumulation of zducational failures.

‘>
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Inasmuch as a poverty-stricken home is likely to curb a child’s
advancemeni because of the dysfunctional (in the school sense) English
spoken there, it is undoubtedly desirable to begin work with the language
problems of children at an early age. If preschool has value for black
children because of language problems, it is a necessity for those Puerto
Rican and Mexican-American children who learn only Spanish in their
homes and for those American Indians who may learn only a tribal
language. Language has been the whipping boy for educators seeking to
locate the blame for their inability to provide an adequate education for
these children. Poor performance in English is a very serious difficulty,
but this fact has often been used as an escape from virtually all problems
in their education. When a child is rearcd in an environment where a
language other than English is commonly employed, a bilingual educa-
tion enriches both his learning and our general culture. Far too little has
been done to develop curricula that will cultivate bilingual ability among
those whose childhood and family environment have clearly providad a
foundation for competence in another language.

At entrance to school, disadvantaged children are often less v«
ecuipped than others to cope with verbal and abstract matters: p-
logically gearcd more to the co. ‘rete, they often perform poos’
intelligence and achievement tests. Their early deficiencies, such as
standard performance in reading. thereafter have a cumulative
on their learning. This is not to say that these children are lacki
verbal abilities, Quite the co.trary. They may have a rich and expre
language. fully effective and adequate in communicating with their
at home or in the neighborhood socicty. The problem lies in thein
of competence in the established language of the schools. the lan g
usages that gencrally dominate our culture. We do not argue the fa
of these circumstances: we simply recognize that for countless chi .
the language of the school is in effect a sccond language.

The matter of language styles is a diflicult and dcelicate educuy
problem. Language is usually an epitome of the general culture: |
notless true in the case of the typical disadvantaged person of the ¢
city. If the school totally rejects his language, it does him a grave in:
not only in its estimaic of his abilitics and in his trcatment. but "
the implied rejection of his culture. This is a rejection of much ti
precious to him personaliy and may be of great worth to society in gor
The damage done to bis sclf-image and ultimately to his attitudes
raotives may be irreparable,

36.

34



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

On the other hand, to establish a child’s formal education in a
language far removed from general usage may deny him the opportunity
to achieve the very things to which he and his parents aspire. Certainly
the school must not fail to teach the child those English language usages
that are essential to his success in life within the general society.

A further question raised here concerns the reliability and validity
of intelligence tests, which are still the subjec* of much disagreement
despite the efforts that are made to adjust for cultural differences through
the construction of so-called cuiture-free tests. A tost intended to measure
intelligence is manifestly inadequate and results in an unfair distortion
if it employs a vocabulary foreign to a student or assumes a cultural back-
ground unfamiliar to his experiences. Unfortunately, the likelitvod of
producing a genuinely culture-free test is small because test performance
depends upon the very complex and interrelated mental processes that
occur in problem solving and abstract thinking. The use of sich tests with
minority group students should be restricted to diagnostic purposes.

Acquiring the Basic Skills

Effective preschooling offers promise that the starting point for
those entering the school system in some degree can be equalized. Radical
improvement in the education of the disadvantaged will be possible only
when there is a full national commitment to education for equality as
both an authentic moral ideal and a practical necessity. Education for
equality is a necessary condition for the maximum development of every
person. It will provide the best ground on which the individual can move
toward successfully managing his life and coping with his ¢nvironment.

Fortunately. there is mow a general movement to treat the issue
of cquality and incquality in education in terms of “outpuis,” meaning
the achievemient Jevels of students, rather than simply “inputs™ such as
money, buildings. and cavipment. Inputs are important, but it is clear
that cquality of inputs cannot guarantee equality in achievement.

We do not hold that through cducation we can achicve equalness
among individuals when judged by their best performances, Individual
differences clearly make this impossible. Rather, the cquality that the
schools can and must achicve is the equality which is obtained when
minimum standards are met. Certain skills and capabilitics are so *dis-
pensable in our society that without them o person cannot <atisfuctorily
meet the challenge of hife,
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A general ¢quality in minimal achievem2nt of basic skills and
understanding is both possible and mandatory. Nearly everyone can learn
to read and write and can develop the skills necessary for a personally
productive life. It is 2 worthy effort, for instance, to require that all first-
grade pupils learn to read by June. That is, everything necessary must be
done to ensure uniform success in meeting minimal standards, even to
the extent cf partially sacrificing other things in the curriculum. A stu-
dents syould learn to read. This is not to say that all students will learn
to read equally well, but it does mean that they must all cultivate the skill
to read at or above an established level. The demand for at least minimum
skill should apply also to writing, mathematicat computation, oral expres-
sion. and elemental manual tasks.

Our emphasis on equality in niinimal achievement does not mean
that we are any the less concerned with the full cultivation of the talents
and abilities of all persons. We are comniitted to the intrinsic worth and
dienity of every person and to the full development of all our human
resources. There are children and youths of both high and low abilities
among the whites and nonwhites of the central cities and the suburbs.
Good cducation must be available to alt of them, no matter where they
happen to live. To achieve this end. the schoois must make an aggressive
cffort lo establish the conditions essential to equality. Without this, the
attenipt to strengthen the education of the disadvantaged will continue
to be simply a holding action.

An all-out national effort is necessary 1o secure equality of mini-
mal achievement in the basic literacy skills of reading, writing. and
computation. These sklls are essertial to every person, and their suc-
cessful cultivation in every person i *ust be demanded of the schools.
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a.

Functional
Education for
Careers

Education must provide children and youths with a
comprehension of the world of work and must open
the door to career opportunities.

A basic failure of urban life, which
is greatly accentuated for the poor of the central city, is the absence of
an effective orientation of children and youths to the world of work—
the work of the productive trades, the various public services, the tech-
nical and engincering occupations. and the professions. The home. com-
munity, and school dc not join effectively in inducting the child. disad-
vantaged or advantaged, into an understanding of economic life and of
the claims it will make upon him as a maturing and adult citizen, or a
Knowledge of the various roles to which he may aspire.

During the years when his vecationat interests should be kindled
and his aspiraiions fired, the ¢hild is rarely confronted by the live options
which should eventuealy be open to him. Indeed. the school often works
against his gaining any real sense of (navolvement with work of any kind.
Toocftenitis indifferent to the real world in which the child must live,
1o his needs. his obligations and responsibilitics, and his possibilities.
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Only rarely does it uevelop those connecticns of academic pursuits with
occripational experience which will exhibit to young people the practical
worth of education.

To be genuinely functional, according to Ralph W. Tylzr, educa-
tion must use “work and other arenas of life as a laboratory in which
young people find real problems and difficulties that require learning,
and in which they can use and sharpen what they are learning. There is
no intention of substituting learning on the job for tie deeper insights
and the knowledge and skills tiat scholars have developed. The teacher,
the books, other materials of the school, und the intellectual resources
of the comnunity are to be employed by the student as he works on the
problemis of his job and carries through projects on which he is engaged.™

Functional education should begin in kindergarten and even in
preschool programs. The child should be made aware of the different
forms of productive work, the oblizations they entail, and the rewards
they produce. As Tyler again has observed. the carly years of schooling
in particular should “enable each child to develop habits of work that are
basic to ali group endeavors whether in work. at home. or in socio-civic
activities.” These habits include getting to the job on time, starting activi-
tics promptly and catrying them on encrgetically, not interfering with the
activities of other people. *Many children.” Tyler notes, “develop these
useful habits through ti.c opportunities and discipline provided in the
home, but many do not. Through a broadening of its program. the school
isin a position to instill these habits in those who do not have opportuni-
ties elsewhere and to afford a wide range of situations for pracuce by all.”

Since many modern processes and institutions of production. dis-
tribution, and consumption are not readi'y observable. special attention
should be given to experiences in and out of school that will cnable
children to gain an understanding of the ways by which thizy obtain
necessary foods and scrvices. Lawrence Senesh has shown ir his experi-
ments in Elkhart, Indiana. that first-grade children can casily grasp such
coucepts as division of labor, medium of exchange. production and
consumption, distribution. and transportation, Children in the primary
grades can also 2ain a simple working understanding of more complex
matters, including the roles of capital. credit. and insurance.’

{/Ralph W, Tyler, *The Concept of Functiona? Education.” in Functionad Education for
Disacvantaged Yourh, CHD Supplementary Paper Number 320 Mureh 1971

2/Pioncering work in the entire area of cconamic educatior for yvoung people has been
carricd on by the Joint Counail on Feenomic Fducation, Through its atspices, pros
grams and materials convering an wadersdanding of the way in which the cconomic

system functions have been deseloped and tedted in g number of clementary and <ec.
ondary <chals throughout the nation.
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An introduction to the world of work and the individual's rela-
tionsnip to it, in terms of the possible occupations and functions that are
open to him, is desirable for all children. Infusion of informaticn about
careers should continue through tte elementary grades and become
clearly focused at the junior high and high school levels. Here, in assisting
the disadvantaged, the function of the counselor should be primarily one
of facilitating job placement and furthering educational possibilities.
Compatibility of student aptitudes and desires with job requirements and
continuing education should be tne guiding principle.*

Making Vocational-Technical
Education Relevant

Vocational education is sometimes viewed as a general panacea
for the ills that aftlict the youth of our central cities. Certainly, vocational-
technical training when geared to rcal work experience and job oppor-
tunities is desirable for many central-city students. as it is or many
suburban students. But an arbitrary channeling of students into programs
that limit their range of opportunity disregards both the interests and
abilities of individuals and abrogates their right of self-determination.
It may even destine them permanently to subservieni positions in society.
Extreme care must be taken to guarantee that no person will be Jocked
into vocational pursuits at an age when his interests, capabilities. and
aspirations have not sufliciently matured.

Nevertheless. vast qumbers of persons from the urban minority
groups have no jobs, skilled or unskilled. Both unemployment and under-
employment among blacks and other minority groups are excessively
high. In fact. the unemployment rate for nonwhite high school graduates
is higher than for white dropouts.” To make matters worse, the future
promises fewer and fewer jobs for the unskilled. If large numbers are
without jobs in the future. they will surely be predominantly from the
minority groups. Without more effective educaiion for the youth of cities,
this predicament will persist.

Our best chance of creating a society in which the individual is
genuinely free is to Keep his options apen and varied. to provide him with

3/Sevmour 1o Woifbein, "Seven Mralegios for Suecess in Vovdtional Edecation.” in
Frciional Tduciion for Disadvantieed Yeourh, CHD Supplomentary Paper Ne, 32
*See Memorandum by MR.PISHEIP SPORN, page 82
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a maximum of opportunities, and to support him with good training and
caresr information and competent counseling.

Itis an unfortunate paradox that more and more jobs are unfilled.
But these are not unskilled jobs; they are technical in nature and require
special skills. Business and govesnment personnel officers interested in
hiring minority-group people have difficulty securing enough qualified
employees to fill the demands for professional and semiprofessional
workers. Colleges actively recruiting qualified minorily students have
difficulty in identifying them in adequate numbers. Even where entrance
standards are adjusted and high-risk students are solicited as applicants,
comparatively few respond and fewer still are successful. A large part
of the recruitment process must be the educating of minority groups to
the opportunities that are now becoming or will become available.

A basic problem in the objectives of American schools is clearly
set forth in the following statement by Garth L. Mangun:

As a generalization, cach level of the system except the graduate
schoo) has as its primary objective the preparation of the student
for matriculation at the next higher stage of the education system.
With the minor cxception of a few vocational high schoots and
post-sccondary technical schools, only the graduate and profes-
stonal schools are specifically and primarily vocational in their
purposes. Elementary and junior high schools have only one
objective—getting into high schoeol.?

The separation of functional education from academic education
must be overconie. The person who has only an “academic™ education
has important options clcsed to him just as docs the person who has a
strictly vocational, “non-academic”’ education. Alfred North Whitehead
insisted that “education should turn out the pupil with something he
knows well and something he can do well.” A good vocational-technical
education is one in which academic pursuits are part of a package that
includes but is not timited to occupational skills. leauing by way of work
experience to employment. We cannot deny that vocational education
as presen!ly constituted and pursued is second class. But we believe that
the integration of vocational and acadentic education can greatly reduce
the differences between them while improving both. Vocational educa-
tion without the humanities and social sciences 1s seriously deficient.

4;Garth 1. Manguay, “Prepaning Youth for Emplovaent: The Rele of the Puhbhc

Schools.” in Fundcionadl Education for Diadvantoged Yourh, CED Supplenentary
Paper No. 32,
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Moreover, vocational-technical education must center on trans-
ferable knowledge and skills rather than on specific manipulative opera-
tions that are often quickly outmoded. Unless this is done, much time and
energy and money will be wasted on instruction that yields no practical
worth in a world of rapid technological change and occupational mobility.
To quote the Advisory Council on Vocational Education:

Vocational education cannot be meaningfully limited to the skills
necessary for a particular occupation. It is more appropriately
defined as all of those aspects of educational experience which
help a person to discover his talents, to relate them to the world
of work, to choosc an eecupation, and to refine his talents and
use them successfully in employment. In fact, orientation and
assistance in vocational choice may often be more valid deter-
minants of employment success, and therefore more profitable
uses of educational funds, than specific skill training.®

In vocational high schools, the dropout rate is sometimes 60 per
cent higher than that of “academic™ high schools. Not only does the
vocational school sometimes function as a dumping ground for low-
ability students, but in actual practice often dozs not really piepare stu-
dents for the work force. Morcover, the processes of student selection
frequently screen out those in greatest need. Most serious—because it
involves the most students—is the lack of an cffective relationship between
the school and the job. the absence of a continuum from school to
employment.

The School-Job Linkage

Successful work-study programs progress from complete scheol
supervision of the student’s cducation to a stage where he is jointly
instructed by the school and the prospective cmployer. Eventually. the
student devotes full time to the job with continued supervision by school
personnel until he achieves regular full-time employment.

[t is now recognized that certain clements raust b2 present in all
training programs. The first and most crucial of these is emplovmen
certainty, When (rainees are unable to dnd suitable positions, their dis
illusionment about the value of cducation affects not only their own

S/US. /\\hisﬂl_\‘ Counatl on Voo onal Pdocation, Vecational 8 ducation, 1 he Hll‘rl_l‘l‘
Between Man and His Work: Generad Report {Wasaington, DLC U S Government
Printing Oflice, 1968.)
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attitudes but also the spirit and aspirations of others in their group.
Another requisite of successful programs is the availability of continting
education, even after placement is made. Conltinuing educzion can mean
both retention and promotion.

Judged by the hard economic facts, job training is the only pro-
gram for the disadvantaged which has proved its value in terms of dollar
costs. Job training and retraining have produced as much as a ten-dollar
return to society for every dollar spent. No other special or compensatory
education program for the disadvantaged can claim a ratio that even
approaches one to one.

In spite of increased federal and state expenditures, financing
vocational-technical programs remains a primary obstacle to their suc-
cess. The main problem is placing the money where it is most needed and
where it will be most effective. Distributing funds indiscriminately to all
school districts and to municipalities of all sizes brings litile change any-
where. The vocational needs of central ci..es are so great that the funds
available arc almost always inadequate. Additional funds are needed for
professional staff, equipment. reimbursements to employers where extra
costs are incuired, and transpertation for students. Vocational-technical
education historically has been and remains largely a federal program
since major financing has been through federal appropriations. However,
without state and local initiative it will continue to suffer from inadequate
community support and commnitment.

Money, organization, and programming are not the only diflicult
problems facing successful education for careers. Among school people
thereis a strong conservatism that has resisted the updating of vocational-
technical instruction to meet the demands of a rapidiy developing tech-
nology and a changing industrial world. And among the students and
prospective students there is the persistent problem of motivation. We
will not develop successful mechanisms for educating urban youth for
acceptable carears until we break through our educational conservatism.
We will not succeed in metivating them for education until we can remove
the barricrs to their employment resulting from discrimination by trade
unions. professic nal organizations. and employers. We must recognize,
morcover. that the puritan work values of middle-class white America do
not lie at the foundation of much conte nporary urban culture.® Many
young people henestly see no value in pursaing a vocation in the manner
that has been taken for granted by the majority of Americans, This clearly

fHoward A Mattiews, “Education and Ushan Youth,” in § v téenal Ldicarion for Dis-
advantaced Yorrh, CED Supplementary Paper Number 32,
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points up the necessity for a better understanding of urban life and the
motives that today dominate our society.

Effective functional education requires the introduction of chil-
dren to th2 world of work in the primary grades and a continuous infu-
sion of jobh information and counseling throughout the school years. The
schools and prospective employers should jointly plan e¢ducaticnal pro-
grams that will ensure not only adequate instruction but also satisfactory
employment,

Higher Education Opportunities

We hold that tiie opportunities for higher education, through com-
munity college, professional school, and graduate school, must be made
equally available to all regardless of their racial or economic back-
grounds. Although we do not argue that it is necessary or advisable for
all youth to have a college education—there ¢viously are other roads to
happiness and success—we believe that it is a betrayal of the American
ideal to continue to funnel large segments of our population into educa-
tional patterns which deny themn the opportunity to exploit fully their
interests and abilities. The options available to the disadvantaged through
higher education must be multiplied and kept open.

Community colleges are central to any discussion of career educa-
tion: increasingly they are assuming respoensibility for technical instruc-
tion as well as general education. In these institutions, the problems of
the statu. of functional cducation is being largely overcome. “Career
programs” are rapidly replacing the traditional “vocational”™ programs
by producing a mix of technical and academic instruction. This is a trend
that should be encouraged through all possible means.

The community colleges. moreover, promise to be effectiv. in
overcoming racial inequality. Because of their accessibility, they are a
gateway through which the disadvantaged may move to civic influence
and leadership, high level techrical positions, and university preparation
for the advanced professions. Investigations have shown that geographic
proximity of colleges is the most potent factor in attracting high schoo!
graduates into higher education. This was one of the cu. “iderations taken
into account by this Committec in our 1905 policy statement on Raising
Low Incomes Through Improved Education when we recommended that
“cducation beyond high school should be easily available to all who can
benefit from it. or are willing to pay for it. Establishment of a network of
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publicly financed community colleges or technical institutes within com-
muting distance of most students would be an effective step toward
this goal.”’

Equalizing opportunity in higher education requires a recognition
of the injustices that have developed in our educational system. Due to the
nature of their environment, disadvantaged youths do not have the same
chances for scoring high on admissions tests. Colleges and universities
are beginning to face these facts and are modifying their admissions
requirenments accordingly. In place of the traditional criteria, such factors
as leadership ability. creativity, motivation, and academic standing in
comparison toother disadvantaged youths should be given consideration.
Organizations involved in national college testing programs should con-
tinue to reform their examination procedures to guarantee equity in
college admissions.

Nevertheless, the modification of admissions standards alone will
do little to produce equality in higher education. Scholarship funds for
disadvantaged students arc a dire necessity—funds that are expended on
the basis of cultural as well as economic discddvantage. Maay colleges and
universities are alrcady making provisiens for such funding, as is the
federal government. through scholarship awards and work-study pro-
grams. Some state legislatures have earmarked funds to be used exclu-
sively for maintaining disadvantaged students in institutions of higher
learning. But in most institutions. available funds are now so mecager
that only a small number of interested and qualiticd applicants can be
assisted.

Furthermore. disadvantaged students usually require more funds
than do typical college students. In addition to allowances for tuition and
books. they commanly need grants for room and board, clothing, medical
costs. and out-of-pocket expenses. Where these funds are not provided
and the disadvantaged student is forced to remain at home while attend-
ing college, it has been found that there is little chance of success because
of the lack of study space, poor dict, and the pressures of an environnent
not congenial to academic suecess,

The admission of disadvantaged students to college and the satis-
faction of their basic cconomiz needs must be accompanied by realistic
academic programs, This should not be interpreted as nicaning second-
rate programs or witered-dov ncounes. Nor does it imply the chunneling
7/Ruiv g Low Incomes Throueh D ved Fducarion N Stacment on National Poliey

by the Rescarch and Policy Committee Commattee {1 1 conomee Development (N
York: September 1965), p, 27,
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of disadvantaged students into vocational-technical and paraprofessional
or semiprofessional programs, There must be careful provision that
special courses are equal in status to thosc of the curriculum in general
and that such programs give ready access to advanced academic work
and the professional schools. The disadvantaged need special tutoring,
courses designed to compensate for beginning deficiencies, and special-
ized expert counseling. [i is often desirable that their counselors come
from their own ethnic groups. They do not need and should not have a
separate curriculum, for this would almest surely guarantee them a
second-class education.

Education must open the door to career opportunitics, either
directly to positions that provide satisfying work and incomes or to add;i-
tional schooling that will lead to the professions, It is essential that educa-
tional programs for the disadvantaged keep open every avenue to higher
education,
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Teachers,
Instructional Systems,
and Facilities

Success in the education of the disadvantaged
reguires the development of total institictional sys-
tems that bring together compelent tecachers, effec.
tive instructional technology, and cwrriculim
materials that are relevant to the interests and needs
of the students.

No matter how skilifully curricula
and programs are devised, coerdinated. and adapted to the special needs
of the clieatele, success in the education of the disadvantaged will still
depend on the quality of instruction, The reform of central-city education
is in part the reform of teacher attitudes and methods,

The reaction of disadvantaged students to teacher expectations
has been shown to be of major importance. Indeed, one study suggests
that almost all of the variance in learning by children from low-inconie
families is a function of the teadher’s belief that these children cannot
achiceve as well as others.

Teachers influence student motivations and expectations by such
behavior as fluctuations in their voices or changes of facial expression.

1/Robert Roseathat and Lenore Fo Jucobon, “leacher Fapectations for the Disadvan-
taged,” Scienrific Ameeican, Vol 218, No, 4 (April 1968), pp. 16, 1923,
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Students may respond to these expressicns with discouragement. All too
often teachers bluntly and even cruelly tell students that theit abilities
are low. As a resnit, those students may make little or no effort.

Pupil achicvement has been shown to be directly related to the
aibilities and preparation of teachers. This is especially true for minarity-
group students. Teacher abilities appear to have a cumulative effect, as
the relationship is 1nore direct at the higher grades. These characteristics
of teachers arc identified by the Coleman Report as having the strongest
relationship to pupil achievensent: their scores on verbal tests, their edu-
cational backgrounds. and the educational backgrounds of their parents.

Gnals and Rewards

Teacher turnover is a serious problem in urban schools. There
is a high iacidence of movement from the central city to the suburbs and
a high incidence of withdrawal from the teaching profession. For ex-
ample, although teacher turnover in New York City as a whole has been
a relatively low 10 per cent. the turnover in East Harlem has been two
to two and one-half times thal rate.

The causes of teacher migration and withdrawal are more subtle
than is usually recogrized. Ego satisfactior and the reward system in
the public schools are tied te goals un.ike those in most other professions.
Since ordinarily there is no relationship in teeching between excellence
and remuncration. good teachers have sought other rewards. There are
three goals most commonly sought by teachers. and all three tend to
lower the guality of teaching in the central city.

Migration to the suburbs after serving an apprenticeship in the
city is one of these goals. The suburbs offer newer schools. a clientele
wiiose values are riore consistent with those of the teacher. and often a
greater appreciation for prefessional services, Many teachers who have
rot joined this migration are dedicated teachers whose decision it is
to remain in the inner city. and fortunately the number of like-minded
younger and equally competent volunteers seems to be growing. But
many others are there because they have been passed over by the sub-
urban schools. Often they are inexperienced or are otherwise unpre-
pared to meet effectively the problems of disadvantaged children.

Junior and scnior high school teachers quite commonly seek
status and satisfaction by competing for clective and advanced ~ourses,
Tuachers with seniority select trigonometry and caleulus rather than gen-
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eral mathematics; journalism and the debating team rather than fresh-
man grammar; and even mechanical drawing rather than woodshop. At
the elementary level, status is often tied to teaching in the upper grades.
Thus, important basic instruction is too often left to the less capable,

The third reward is “promotion” to school administration. That
many inner city teachers should wish to get away from the classroom
can be readily understood. According to one estimate, 50 to 80 per cent
of the time spent in New York City's elementary schools is devoted to
discipline and related tasks.” However, rewarding good teaching by trans-
fer to aJministration often injures the quality of the classroom teacher
corps.

Among the direct results of the teacher reward system is a whole-
sale dependence upon substitute teachess and paraprofessionals oper-
ating on subslandard credentials. Although statistics in this area are
difticult to obtain, New York City again provides some evidence. In a
recent year, 43 per cent of all Harlem teachers either had probationary
licenses or were substitutes.

Other factors arc even more basic in determining the level of
teacher effectiveness. For instance, teacher education programs attract
on the average the least able of all college students. The socioeconomic
background of teachers can also play a major role. Although teachers
are no longer predominantly from middle-class famities, the proportion
is still high. Middle-class teachers often have difficulty relating effectively
to disadvantaged youth. Teachiers who themselves came from low-income
familics may have cven greater dificuity. There appears to be some jus-
tification for the view that upwardly mobile teachers from lower economic
status may often hold their students in low esteem. A common attitude
among such teachersis, “1did it. why can’t they?”

Training and Technology

Although there are notable and admirable exceptions. collzges
of cducation in general have been discouragingly slow to fulfill their
responsibility for educating teachers in the difticult (asks of central-city
teaching. Lven the most radical innovations in materials, tech.nology.,
and methods can be expected to have little ffect upon the disadvantaged

2/Martin Deutsch, Minority Group and Class Status as Related 10 Social and Personality
Factors in Sclolasiic Achicyement (Rhaca: Socicty for Applicd Anthropelogy, 1960,
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if we do not change the attitudes of ieachers and prepare them to employ
new ideas and practices, At the present time, approximately 200 insti-
tutions of higher education have developed specia! programs of courses
for the education of teachers of the poor. We may hope that these pro-
grams will actually attack the problems and in fact give the training which
will make the difference between success and failure in teaching the dis-
advantaged. But the prospect is not entirely encouraging. These institu-
tions are cften inflexible in their policies and procedures and monolithic
in their structure.

Because of the lack of flexibility and adaptiveness in many schools
of education, it may be advisable to look to new organizations to pre-
pare teachers for the central city. Moreover, because the public schuols
have often been far too unresponsive to social change, it may sometimes
be necessary to bypass them in the training of teachers. New models for
teacher education are being developed which deserve serious attention.
For instance, autonomous agencics that would draw their staffs from
the universities, public schools, and private organizations have been
proposed.*

More teachers and more teachers of teachers should be recruited
from ethnic groups in which disadvantage is high. Only those with a
strong personal commitment to improving the plight of the disadvantaged
are likely to siicceed as their teachers.

In addition to insuring basic teacher skills. programs for preparing
teachers of the disadvantaged should have the following characteristics:

They should cultivate the teacher's knowledge and understanding
of the cultural heritage, economic and sociat problems, and indi-
viduallife styles ol nupils in the central city.

They should include courses in urban sociology, cultural anthro-
pology. and the psychelogy of the disadvantaged.

They should cultivate in the teacher a respect for the individual
child and give kim a working knowledge of human behavior and
howit is affected.

They should initiate the teacher in the spirit and techniques of
innovation and experimen..

ArJames C. Stone. “Training Teachers of the Dicadvantaged: Blueprinl for a Breaks
through,™ in Resources for Urban Schools: Bettcr Use and Baliiee: CED Supplementary
Papcr Number 33,
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They should be based on internships where trainees are in direct
contact with the children with whom they will work, There must
be direct application of knowledge and theory to practical prob-
tems within the schools. Teacher education must get out of the
college classroom and into the schools where the studeats are.

If education were to follow other enterprises which have reaped
the benefits of technology, it would make large gains in its ability to edu-
cate the disadvantaged. With certain instructional aids, such as the com-
puter, programmed lessons, teaching machines, television, raio, and
moving pictures, the competent teacher can often do a better job in treat-
ing individual differences. It is true that these aids, while useful when
competently employed, may be useless and even damaging when used
without careful and systematic planning. Notwithstanding, we believe
that instructional technology, properly employed, could assist materially
in coping with several difficultics in the education of the disadvantaged.
As the Commission on Instructional Technology points out:

Some observers see in instructional technology the proniise of
developing a comprehiensive, potent teaching strategy which could
be uniquzly effective with deprived and minority-group young-
sters. It could actively engage them in the learning process through
all their senses and modes of awarcness; it could adjust to the
individual Icarning style of cach child; it could bring materia) of
relevance and interest into the school: it could filter out the an-
tagonism and indifference of seme teachers; it could open the
school to the media-rich environment.*

With respect to instructional technology, the main function of
ihe teacher should be to determiine what technique of learning is most
cffective in the individual case and to provide direction, motivation, and
stimulation. A proper use of instructional technology should make a
sckool more rather than less hvman by multiplying opportunitics for
personalcontact and consulting.

Hese we should recognize the almost imitless possibilitics of edu-
cational television as a mediunt of instruction, considering the success of
carcfully planned and produced programs and he length of time which

4/U.S. Commis<ion on Instructional Technotogy, To Tmprove Learning: A Report to the
President and the Congress of the United Stes (Washington, D.C.: US. Governmisnt
Pointing Ofhee, 1970), pp. 99-100.
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the average child spends in front of a television screen (estimated to be
fifteen to twenty hours a week). In our policy statement on /nnovation
in Education: New Directions for the American School, we described in
detail the potentials of instructional {clevision along with other audio-
visual media as teaching instruments within the classroom. But this is
not to ignore the great promise that lies in the development of educational
television programs going directly into the child’s home. We have men-
tioned “Sesame Street” as a particularly outstanding example of what
can be accomplished in educational television, and we encourage experi-
mentation along such lines.

Many disadvantaged children go through school without ever ex-
periencing success, a situation that greatly damages their sclf-images and
contributes to continued failure. This conditica is not likely to change
basically unless there is a Iz "ge-scale breakthrough in traditional atti-
tudes and practices. Few teachers are inclined to reinforce correct re-
sponses when the individual student is at the bottom of his class in ability
and performance. All too often, improvement by a poor student is not
rewarded. However, instructional technology, properly employed, can
provide this iimportant favorable fecdback by programs geared to low-
achieving students. Programs can be designed to accommodate to a child’s
optimum learning rate and to reinforce his learning as he procecds. The
program js not recalcitrant, does not lack in patience, and does not re-
mind the student that he is holding back the rest of the class

Wheie the child realizes that he possesses essential skills and
knowledge and has a strong self-image, he tends to achieve a sense of
some power over his future. He can develop a feeling of mastery over
programs. vonsoles, and computers. Nothing breeds success Jike success;
satisfactory work comes in part through achieving satisfaction.

Teacher education programns should be designed to meet the spe-
cial demands of urban teaching. Education for prospective inner-city
teachers will succeed best if it involves expertence in the communities
where they are to teach. Qualified minority group members should be
aclively recruited as feachers of teachers and for teaching positions in
urban schools. To provide successful models for minority children, spe-
cial efforts should be made to recruit male minorily group perscus to serve
both as teachers and as paraprofessionals.

Extra incentives should be offered in the form of paid internships
for teachers who select carcers in urban education. Differentiated staffing
patterns and salaries should be established in urban schools to provide
superior inner-city teachers with incentive goals and rewards. The present
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lock-step salary schedules do not encourage dynamic and innovative
teaching and are ill suited to promoting teaching as a career.

Success in the education of the disadvantaged will require the de-
velopment of instructional systems that bring together competent teach-
ers, the most effective instructional technology, and curriculum materials
that are relevant to the experience and needs of the students. To reap the
technological benefits already enjoyed by industry and communications,
the schools must develop instructional systems which provide teachers
with the instruments essential to individualizing instruction while at the
same time radically improving general instructional quality.

Sites and Facilities

The Coleman Report found that variations in facilities and cur-
ricula seem to account for relatively little variation in pupil achizvement
as measured by standardized tests. [t may be true that old and dilapidated
buildings are of relatively minor importance in directly affecting test
results, but this ignores the important considerations of student and
teacher attitudes. Buildings take on considerable inportance when the
indirect impact on children is assessed in terms of such matters as the
long-term effect on teacher recruitment and the psychological impact on
school personnel. Morcover, the positive effect of clean, attractive, mod-
ern buildings upon children accustomed to crowded and perhaps depress-
ing environments hardly can be overlooked.

In 16 of the nation’s largest cities, nearly 600 elementary schools
and more than 39 junior and sonior high schools buiit before the turn of
the century are still in regular use. Arother 700-plus elementary schools
and more than 160 sccondary schools in these same zities were built prior
to 1920.%

Age alone will not render a building unsuitable for school use,
but most of these schoals were designed around the educational and so-
cictal attitudes and interests of another era. In these “cgg-crate” schools,
with their dark halls and standardized rooms and equipment, education
tends to be locked into the traditional pattern of thirty or more pupils in
aclassroomall day. every day. in the elementary schools or. in the second-
ary schools. into a pattern of “*musical boxes.”

S/Harold B. Gores, “Educational Facilities for the Urbhan Disadvantaged,” in Resources
for Urban Schiools: Better Use and Bualance, CED Supplementary Paper Number 33,
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Both educational quality and economy of construction and opera-
tion require buildings that can be adjusted to accommodate changing
functions. One promising innovation is the systems approach to school
construction. Systems construction involves the development of modular,
pre-enginecred components with which better schools may be built faster
and more economically. A key requirement in the systems projects to date
has been the design of components to allow for change. Structural com-
ponents provide long, clear spans free of interior support. Into the struc-
ture is plugged a heating-ventilating-cooling system, a ceiling-and-light-
ing system, and interior partitions, all of which can be casily and econom-
ically rearranged to allow for changes in educational programs.

In the past few years, exciting new ideas have developed in archi-
tectural planning. These include the linear school, which may feature
combined occupancy (space for businesses and social agencies); the so-
called classrooms without walls; and the educational park.

The linear school, utilizing air rights, is an attempt to build over
and under municipal thoroughfares with tie intent of countering the
rapidly rising land costs in the central cities. The possibilities of joint oc-
cupancy—incotporating commercial establishments, community facili-
ties, and schools in one physical plant—deserve careful study as a means
of locating schools at acceptable costs where they are needed. Air rights
involve diflicult and often costly engineering problems, but these costs
usually arec more than offset by savings in the costs of condemnation. re-
location of tenants, and demolition of conventional urban school sites.
In addition. when air rights are used. the eity avoids the long-term loss
of revenue usaally occasioned by the removal of school sites from tax
rolls. The lincar school concept comes to grips with not one but several
urban problems: land shortage, inadequate transportation. blighted
neighborhoods. school segregation. and housing shortage. among others.

The classroom-without-walls concept accompanics team teaching
and flexible scheduling. in which class periods and instructional arrange-
ments vary. In this design. classrooms are arranged in large clusters of
three or four classes. combining resources in teaching personnel and
materials. Within such open spaces. usually carpeted. pupils can be casily
and unobtrusively grouped and regrouped according to their individual
needs and abilities. The new teaching patteras—involving team tcaching.
teacher assistants. nongraded instruction, and instructional resource
centers—are facilitated and encouraged by this type of school architecture.

Educational parks combine on the same acreage clementary
schools. junior high schools. and high schools. An advantage here is the
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possible reduction of de facto segregation, although economies in sup-
porting services and materials also may be important benefits.®

Modernization of existing schools is one option available to edu-
cators attempting to relieve overcrowding and update their educational
programs. Every city has a supply of abandoned offices, warehouses, and
even factory buildings that are suitable for conversion into educational
facilities at costs far below those invoived in building new schools. Usually
the benefits realized through renovation are numerous. Such facilities
can often be designed to support effective innovations that would be dif-
ficult or impossible in conventional buildings. In Harlem, for example, a
school for dropouts is operating in a converted supermarket. The con-
verston of warehouses into schools with flexible facilities is already an
accomplished fisct in sone cities. Scores of urban colleges and univer-
sities have a long history of housing academic programs successfully in
converted buildings. Whatever their shortconings, the old converted
World War Il barracks supplied exc2ilent academic space for a qQuarter
of a century. Often such space proved more flexible and useful than that
provided by many of the permanent buildings that have replaced it.

School ofiicials should recognize the relevance of school sites to
the task of racial integration and the importance of school architecture
to the variable functions necessary to effective instruction.

6/Thomas F. Peutigtew, “The Educational Park Concept.” in Resources for Urban
Schiools: Betier Use and Balance, CED Supplementary Paper Number 33,
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6.

New Conceptis
of Accountability
and Control

The schools should be held accountable for their
product. Accountability requires greater participa-
tion by the patrons of the school in decisiors affect-
ing the education of thelr children.

WC strongly endorse the principle of
accountability in education. Although this principle promises to be a
controversial matter—with success depending on extensive study, discus-
sion, and experience—its mandate seems inescapabdble. The accountability
prirciple has already been voiced by the Congress, for instance. in sup-
porting the National Assessment of Educational Progress program, ini-
tiated by the Carnegic Corporation of New York.! The President en-
dorsed it in his 1970 message to the Congress on education reform, and
numerous school districts have begun new accountability procedures. We
believe that the Congress. state legislatures, and the general public should
insist that the schools be held accountable for their work. Unless this
is done, our people will never get full value for their investment in edu-
catiotr.

17Ralph W, Tyler, “The Problems and Possibilities of Educational Eviluation.” in The
Schools and the Challcnice of Innen etion. CED Supplementary Paper Numbher 28, 1969,
pp. 76-90.

59.

(J1]
(9}



For decades the Congress and state legislatures have responded
to troublesome educational problems by providing additional funds. Un-
til quite recently individual taxpaycrs have gencrally been willing to
vote additional tax levies. But now baoth voters and their elected rep-
resentatives are increasingly dismayed by the apparent inability of the
educational establishment to solve some of our basic cducational prob-
lems. Recent state and local elections have recorded more negative re-
uctions to educational bond and funding issues than arc found in any
previous period.

Educators too often have rationalized poor school performance
by labeling students *‘slow,” “unmetivated,” or “retarded.” They have
convinced themselves that the fault is not theics, for some children simply
cannot lcarn. But the facts are that much of the teacher's energy that goes
into teaching the disadvantaged in urban schools and much of the money
that finally get< to these schools is wasted on ineflective, traditional pro-
cedures. More of the same old thing will not cure the ills of education.

The call for accountability demands radically new approaches
to the educational process. First. the principle of accountability moves
the focus of cducation from teaching to learning, since cutputs rather than
inputs are its measure. Second, the schools will be unable simply to cite
the number of graduates going on to college a5 their evidence of success,
but rather will be expected to answer for the achicvement of all their
students. Third, the schools wili be required to carrelate the costs and
benefits of specific programs.

That the school should be held accountable for its product is a
justifiable demand of parents. who are no longer willing to accept the
explanation that their children cannot learn because their homes and
neighborhoods are disadvantaged. It is the demand that a child be taught
to read in spite of his disadvantage—indecd. because of it. We are con-
vinced that the financial support of the schools should in some way be
tied to their actual productivity. so that a better product. when judged
by competent techniques of assessment, would yield increased support.
If this were achieved. we believe that the schools would become more
inventive. mere innovative, more effective. and more productive of good
cducation,

We believe that holding schicols accountable for their performance
is essential to suecess in the education of the disadvantaged. and we are
confident that principles and techniques for applying the requirement of
accountability can be developed and applicd successfully. As we have
said. thisis a diflicult task that will require much thought and experiment.
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and its success will depend on both variety and flexibility. It will depend
among other things, on strong national, state, and local assessments ¢.
the educational outputs of the schools.

We do not propose here to set forth any particular scheme for
establishing accountability to fit ali schools at all places and times. To
illustrate a few possible modes, we call attention to the proposals of a
leading advocate of accountability, Leon M. Lessinger, who has sug-
gested several procedures to assist in establishing accountability.

The first of these is performance contracts under which private
contractors guarantee to bring students who are below grade level up to
normal performance at a given cost and in a given time. Usually the con-
tractor would agrec to be paid only on the basis of a stipulated amount
for each student who successfully completes the training program. He
would be assessed a penalty for those students who do not achicve specific
minimum performance levels.

A second proposal is the independent accomplishment audit,
under which student accomplishments would be evaluated (audited) by
an independent agency. The process would be similar to the independent
fiscal audit that has contributed to improved management techniques in
business and government. In the accomplishnient audit, the focus would
be upon student attitudes, skills, and knowledge.

Still another procedure involves developmental capital, whica is
the money set aside by school personnel for activities that produce the
results described in independent accomplishment audits. The basic pur-
pose of developmental capital is to provide a financial resource to stimu-
late and sustain re-cxamination and modernization of the cducational
system, It is, in effect, risk capital. Developmental capital is not a new
idea; in fact, it alrcady exists at the state level in the form of funds under
Title 111 and Title V of the Elementary and Sccondary Education Act.

The schools must be held accountable for their product. Special
educational programs for the disadvantaged should be funded only where
evaluations have been designed to identify cencrete results and the con-
ditions necessary for achieving those results, Programs and program com-
ponents producing superior results in terms of student achievement or
attitudes should serve as prototypes for future funding. Government
funding of eaperimental programs should require appropriate assessment
of resuits.

2/Leon M Lessinger, “Accountability in Education,” in Resources for Urban Schools:
Better Use and Balance, CED Supplementary Paper Number 33,
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Increasing Local Participation

Accountability is also coming to have another and very vital mean-
ing for the parents of poor children—accountability in their terms mean-
ing tangible results in the form of a relevant education for their children,
taught by people who are sympathetic and understanding. To bring this
about, these parents are insisting on more participation in the decisions
that affect their lives and the lives of their children. There was a time when
they were satisfied with peripheral school involvement. Now the issue
is their inclusion in the educational power structure. The question is not
whether they should be a part of the decisicn-making process of the
schools. Rather it is a question of the proper degrec and nature of their
power, of the way in which it can be established, and i.ow it can be ex-
erted effectively,

In our large urban centers, bureaucracy has interposed a barrier
separating the school from its patrons. Futhermore, competent observ-
ers are in almost unanimous agreement that many of the larger city school
districts should be decentralized in the interest of efficiency. Some form
of decentralization is essential, and districts that have already begun de-
centralization should continue their experiments in this direction.

It should be obvious, however, that a segmentation of a large city
into numerous completcly independent and autonomous small districts
could create insuperable problems in both administration and instruction,
Professional bargaining und purchasing. for instance, require for effic-
iency a general organizational structure and operation. And the basic
educational pursuits that tic the schools together as a common enter-
prise (c.g., instruction for literacy) could be grossly injured by any seg-
mentation that would isolate individual schools.

While arguing for the decentralization of large city districts. we
recognize that the common problem of school systems, when the whole
nation is considered, is smallness rather than bigness. There is great
need to consolidate small districts into more eflicient larger ones. 1t has
been pointed out. for example, that cach of the new districts ¢reated by
New York City's decentralization plan is larger than all but one district
in the state outside the city.

The problem of school control is how to maintain general super-
vision and control where these are cssential and establish local partici-
pation and control where these will strengthen the schools by better per-
ceptions of need and purpose und by improving the substance of instrue-
tion. We favor local contrel in the sense of adequate involvement of a
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school's community in the determination of school policy. Local control
should be established to the degree necessary to insure the relevance of
the schools to the problems and experience of those instructed and make
them effective agents in the transformation of neighborhood and com-
munity life.

In considering this question, however, one must take into account
the whole structure of American education, which comprises feders " and
state as well as city governments having interrelated roles in financing, re-
scarch, and other functions. We do not favor local control as meaning the
scparation of schools into autonomous institutions, or even into very
small completely autonomous districts, which we believe would lead
only to confusion and cven greater frustration. The limits of tocal controi
should be set and enforced by the larger district authority with local
elements fully represented. This will never be a simple or casy matter
to negotiate.

The optimum size for a school district is a question. Bigness often
contributes to efficicncy and many things arc possible in large districts
that are not feasible in small districts. Nevertheless, giant districts in-
crease the impersonality of school burcaucracy and alienate the citizens
of disadvantaged areas by their social distance and apparent indifference.
Blacks and Mexicar-Americans often see large school bureaucracy as
asocial or political tool of the white middle-class establishment. Districts
should be designed to achieve the human advantage of smallness within
the framework of eflicient bigness. Theirt size should be gauged to pro-
vide maximum concern for the interests, needs. and effective participa-
tion of the community.

Itis imperative that minoritics be represented on boards, councils,
and commissions with rule-making powers and that there be larger minor-
ity representation in superintendents” and principals' chairs. We believe,
however. that such representation will only be a partial step toward a
solution to the problem of effective participation of minorities in the
decision-making process. In the long run, black power. brown power, or
any other minority power with respeet to the schools or any other social
institution must be cstablished basicatly and firmly by an equitable repre-
sentation of the minarity populations in the decision-making oflices of
the nation—in Congress, in state legislatures. This kind of involvement
in policy matking can contribute to a genuincly integrated society.

Much can be accomplished in school affairs through participa-
tion and policy determination by citizzens' groups and parcent-teacher or-
ganizations. Often such organizations need revamping and revitalizing
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to become effective centers of influence in educational matters rather
than simply social outlets or platforms for complaint oratory. Too often
these organizations are ignored by administrators, who should seriously
seek advice and assistance from them. This does not mean, however, an
abandonment of professional expertise and supervision. The services of
the experts are always essential. But education should not be the exclu-
sive province of protessionals. whose task rclates primarily to the means
and methods of achieving goals. The determination of goals is a task
especially for laymen.

The community school was once the community center; there
should be a return to this function. Schoels should be in constant usc
from carly morning to late evening, serving the community at large in
programs ranging from children’s recreation to continuing adult educa-
tion. The commmon practice of utilizing school facilitics only during for-
mal schooi hours is wasteful in both money and unrealized social and
cultural benetits.

Morcover, the school should not be subject to the constraints of
the old school calendar. The opening and closing of regular classes
should not coincide with planting cotton or picking fruit. The traditional
calendar may still make some sense in some rural arcas, but ccrtainly not
in urban schools. The urban school should be open around,the clock and
around the calendar.

Local participation in thic determination of schoel policy does not
mican that state and national interests are not being served. Nor does it
mean that regional accreditation, state standards on teacher certification,
or state involvement in curriculum design are not both desirable and
necessary. It is the genius of the Anierican educational structure that the
constitutional system of basic s.ate authority and responsibility for the
schools has made possible the pursuit of local. state, and national pur-
poses aud goals

The decentralization of large districts and the cstablishment of
limited local contiol require the development of governing principles thas
will ensure an effcctive balance of central with local control and the cs-
tablishiment of agencies capable of supervising effectively the applicat; n
of those principles. Such agencics might be state review boards that would
(1) carefully observe the formation of local districts to gonard against such
practices as gerrymandering to further segregation, (2) review the budget
at the point of the division of central and locally controlled funds. and
(3) review the curriculum in the interest of a satisfactory balance of Jocal
and general elements,
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In view of such considerations, we urge school governing boards
and administrators to sclicit both formal and informal community partici-
pation in the determination of school policies and programs and to es-
tablish policies and procedures that will make that participation both pos-
sible and effective. The nation can no longer tolerate conditions that pre-
vent minorities from effective power in matters which determine their
own destinies.

While we urge the decentralization vi large urban districts to make
them more responsive to the disadvantaged communities, we believe that
across the country generally there is still need for the consolidation of
small school districts. The school should be reestablished as the center
of local community activity for the entire day and the entire year.

Developing Alternative Instructional Patterns

There is no single best way to organize an educational program
or to instruct a group of students. Competition in both ideas and practice
should yield good results. This competition may be gencrated within a
school or between schools. or it may result from the entry into educa-
tion of private agencies. Such compcetition may generate the thrust neces-
sary to produce desirable changes in the educational establishment that
are otherwise virtually impossible. The schools of the future must offer
miore alternatives and options than they provide at present.

One strategy under examination and trial is to increase the number
of proprictary schools and allow parents to sclect the schools for their
children to attend. Considerable attention is being given to systems under
which vouchers would be issucd to parents who would cash them in at
the schools of their choice. Ceilings would be established on tuition and
fees chargeable under this system. Though there would probably be some
resulting improvement in the quality of education, past expericnce with
private schoals indicates the possibility of even greater segregation when
student bodics are sclf-selected. Granting tuition payments in inverse
proportion to family income and wealth and making such payments only
to the children of the poor might overcome this effect.

Another and more promising alternative to traditional practice.
which we have already mentioned. is contracting with private firms cap-
able of providing specialized educational services within the public school
structure. Such firms might conduct courses in remedial reading and
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mathematics, previde counseling, produce programs for courses, or per-
form other imporiant specialized functions. In fact, some private agencies
are already offering such services and are guaranteeing results.

Experiments now in operation show clearly that private industry
is sometimes both willing and capable of assisting in improving our edu-
cational institutions. For example, Illinois Bell has supplied personnel,
equipment, and facilities to help improve the quality of education in
inner-city Chicago schools. Michigan Bell has adopted an ¢ntire high
school for the purpose of helping to prepare students for the job market.
In Cleveland, General Electric has donated a large factory building,
located in a poor area, for use as a school-factory that offers paid employ-
ment, basic and remedial education, and training in job skills under one
roof.

Kenneth Clark has proposed a variety of educational patterns
that we regard as woithy of carcful consideration. He suggests that the
cducational system of the future might be composed of various kinds of
institutions including regional state schools, federal regional schools,
college and university-related schools, industrial demonstration schools
sponsored by private enterprise, labor union sponsored schools, army
schools, educational parks, and linear schools.

Competent business, voluntary agencies, and nonprofit enterprises
should be encouraged to join with the schools in developing alternative
educational patterns, The schools should be given confracting powers
that will enable them fo contract with private agencies for accomplish-
ing specialized tasks. We encourage experinientation in varying degrees
of public school involvement by qualified elements of the private sector.
Contracts let to privatc agencics, whether profit or nonprofit, should be
on a full accountability basis only.
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Equalizing
School Resources

Equalization in the distribution of school resources
has beconme a necessity for the urban schools, which
despite higher costs must function with less money
than their suburban counierparts. There must be
basic transformations in the method of financing
the schools.

Tw cffort to achicve equality of edu-
cational opportunity will require larger school expenditures in disad-
vantaged areas than elsewhere. Yet central-city school districts are cx-
pected to function with less money per pupil than their suburban counter-
parts.

The crux of this problem is the too great reliance on the property
tax for the financing of schools and local government services. In prac-
tice. this tax has been notoriously heavier on imprevements than on land,
and it has been unevenly assessed on both. The property tax base of the
cities is steadily eroded by the deterioration of buildings; by the location
of freeways, greenbelts. and public housing: and by the movement of
industry and well-to-do familics to the suburbs. Meanwhile, growth in
the costs of urban serviees are accelerated with the increase in the propor-
tion of welfare clicnts and other “high cost™ citizens and by the impact
of inflation.
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The result is that inner-city and poor school districts with the
greatest proportion of disadvantaged children have the least financial re-
sources. Moreover, as will be shown later, state and federal support for
education generally discriminates against central cities in the distribu-
tion of funds. Rather than offsetting the disparities between central-city
and suburban educational finance, this aid from higher levels of govern-
ment tends to increase these disparities.

We niust face the fact that the problem of achieving good edu-
cation for the disadvantaged micans a complete reappraisal and reorder-
ing of financial resources to match needs. Revenues should be distributed
to reflect priorities and should not be based on the haphazard distribution
of property values.

The High Costs of Urban Educatiorn

The cities must provide massive educational services in order to
place their disadvantaged children on a par with more advantaged subur-
ban peers. All thie special programs for the disadvantaged mentioned
in this statement tend to be more costly than programs ordinarily required
for other children. This is certainly true of compensatery and remedial
programs. More youths in the inner city are enrolled in technical-voca-
tional courses than in the suburbs, and the cost of such programs is csti-
mated to be generally 35 per cent higher than the cost of academic high
school courses.'

The urban schools are expected to accept responsibility for the
consequences of society’s failure. They must provide more diagnostic,
health, and food services to the inner city child to help him achicve his
learning potential, Prograims for the physically and mentally handi-
capped are particularly costly, and the cities have disproportionate num-
bers of such children. For example. the cight cities of Rhode Island had
5§ per cent of the state’s public school enroliment in 1965 but 76 per
centof its mentally retarded children. Inner-city school systems also have
high child-care, truancy. and similar costs. and the need for security
forces within the schools is a rapidly rising cost. often borne by the school
system. The high degree of transiency and population mobility in the
inner city also creates extra counscling. stafl. and other costs.

F/IUis further estimated that only ahout 10 per cent of thiv exeess costis eovered by state
and federal categorical grants. See Charles 8. Bensoo, The Feonomics of Public Edu-
cation. Sccond edition (Boston: Houghton Mifitin, 1968), p. 321,

68.

64



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Furthermore, high costs in the cities mean that tax dollars buy
fewer educational facilities and services than they do in the suburbs. Costs
for land, construction, and insurance are higher in the inner city than
elsewhere. In the twenty-one largest American cities, the average cost
per acre for school sites is $68,156 compared to $3,074 in other districts.?
Wages and salaries for both instructional staffs and ancillary services are
also generally higher in the citics.

Will increased school expenditures in poor districts improve edu-
cational achievements? It appears that except where funds have been
used for specific programs to help correct educational deficiences, there
is no certain or consistent relationship between expenditures and school
effectiveness. Itis known, for instance, that boys from low-income homes
in higher expenditure schools accumulate more knowledge than their
counteiparts in low expenditure schools. Comparisons of the achieve-
ment scores of boys in school districts spending less than $200 with those
districts spending between 5200 and $300 show a difference of more
than a full year in performance. The effects of increased spznding at the
lower levels are encouraging. However, increased expenditures at the
$400-8$500 and over $500 Ievels do not show the same gains per dollar.?

Nevertheless, even though increased funding is in itself no guar-
antee of morce cffective schooling for the disadvantaged, without ade-
quate funding schools with disadvantaged children have little hope of
establishing programs that can be effective.

The Overburdened Tax Base

Education is by no means the only high-cost ¢laim on urban
financial resources. Decay and other problems in urban centers require
the expenditure of 69 per cent of local public funds for noneducational
purposcs compared to 47 per cent for such purpoeses in the suburbs. The
citics must bear to an exceptional degree the costs arising from conges-
tion. including especially the heavy social welfare services for family
support and health purposes that are associated with the large numbers
of disadvantaged residents who porpulate the inner citics. This so-called

2/George B, Brain, “Pressures on the Urban School,” in Alvin TotYer, ¢d., The Schoot-
house in the City (New York: Pracger, 1968), p. 1.

3/Thomas L Ribich, Education and Poverry (Washington, D.C: Brookings Institution,
1968), pp. K6-87.

69.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

“municipal overburden” represents a claim on city resources that reduces
the amount cities can atlocatc to the schools in contrast with thieir suburbs,
which do not have equivalent demands.

The central citizs’ over-all expenditures on governmental services
are about $50 more per citizen than the suburbs, but $50 less per citizen
for education.* This results in a per student differential in expenditures
of $124, or 30 per cent. This differential is, of course, partly the result of
reliance on property laxation to finance schools. Considering one ex-
ample, the amount of taxable property per resident pupil in Michigan in
1965-66 ranged from $1,319 in the poorest district to $53,000 in the
richest.® Thus, to raise similar revenues in the two districts would have
required a ‘ax rate forty times higher in the poorer district.

The steadily worsening fiscal position of the central cities vis-a-
vis the suburbs is summed up in the report of the Task Force on Urban
Education, better known as the Riles Report: “Not only has the income
base of the central cities been depressed relative to the suburbs but, in
addition, {he city property tax base has gencrally grown at a much slower
rate than has the property tax basc of metropolitan arcas as a whole. . . .
In sum, the increase in gross assessed valuation in the suburbs far out-
strips that of central citics.” To which the report adds, “It is significant
to note that between 1930 and 1960, per pupil educaticn costs across
the country rose at a rate more than three times as fast as the average per
capita value of taxable property in large cities.”

The urgency of this situation cannot be overstressed. The heavy
reliance on the property tax has made school systems highly vulnerable
to taxpayer revelts ngainst rising budgets, greatly hampering the opera-
tions of major school systems and even in some cases forcing curtailment
of the school year. [n the past few ycars. voters have turned down more
school bond issues and levies than during any previous period. It should
be added that this situation is endemic not only in the large cities but in
suburban arcas as well.

3/Harold Howe 11 " The City as Teacher,”™ in Alvin Yolller. ed., The Schoolhouse in the
City (New York: Pracger, 1968). p. 14,

S/Michigan State Board of Education, Ranking of Michicun Iligh School Disnicts by
Sclected Fimancial Data, 1965-66, Bulletin 1012 (Tansing: January 1967},

6/US. Task Votee on Urban Bducation, he Urban $ducation Task Force Repore: Vinal
Repott to the Depavisent of Health, Education, and Wellure: Wilson C, Riles, Chuair-
man. (New York: Pracger. 1970), pp. 29, 3R,
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Aid to Schools: Unequal and Misdirected

The pattern of sharing the school financial burden by the dif-
ferent levels of government has not shifted dramatically in the past two
decedes. It is estimated that in 1971 the division of fiscal responsibility
in the nation for clementary and secondary education was 52.0 per cent
local, 41.1 per cent state, and 6.9 per cent federal. True, the federal con-
tribution has increased over this period, but the federal share has never
been great, ranging from about 3 per cent of the total in 1950 to a high
of 8 per cent in 1968. The state contribution has remained relatively un-
changed ai about 40 per cent, and though the local share has dropped
frorn about 57 per centin 1950, it is still roughly half the total. Of course,
the actual dollar amounts flowing from all levels of government have
risen sharply in order to accommodate the enormously increased cost of
public clementary and secondary cducation, estimated at $42.4 billion
nationally in 19717

Supplementary support front higher levels of government has been
justified on the basis of meeting minimum funding needs. In fact, how-
ever, the distribution of school funds from Ligher levels of govezrnment
tends to aggravate rather than redress the inequities created in the first
place by the reliance on the property tax.

Due to the workings of state cducation formulas, the average
amount of assistance for suburban districts is subsiantially greater than
that for city districts. It is impossible to obtain current data, but in 1962,
for the country as a whole. per capita state aid to education in the central
cities was $20.73, while in suburban arcas it was $37.66. On a per-
student basis the gap is even more striking. For example, in the year 1966-
67 for New York State’s six metropolitan areas, the average difference
between educational aid to the central cities in those arcas and to the
school districts in the rest of the counties was $100 per pupil. Aid to the
school district of New Mork City was $319 per pupil, while for ihe
countics of Nassau, Rockland. Suffolk. and Westches.er average aid was
$453 per pupil.t

A 1969 study of the distribution of federal funds revealed that an
excessively large portion of federal monies earmarked for the disad-

7/Estimates from National Education Association.

8/Rcshaping Government in Meiropolitan Arcas, A Statement on National Policy by the
Research and Policy Coniniltee, Committee for Economic Development (New Yeik:
February 1970}, p. 36.
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vantaged of the urban centers is frequently misdirected to the suburbs.”

Furthzrmore, internal audits of school-by-school funding pattcns
within cities consistently have disclosed that fewer dollars are spent in
schools educating poor children and minority children thar in the schiools
attended by their wlite middle-class counterparts. The constituencies of
the poor have been shortchanged in the distrib tion of school monies.

A special problem exists in the Southwest, where frequently school
districts are nefi autonomous pofitical units but rather sub-units of munic-
ipal or county governments. These school districts are often gerryman-
dered to form almost tetally Mexican-Americme districts. Within these
districts, remedial education is sometimes alimost synd 1ymous with Mexi-
can-American education. Here again, federal monies designated for the
disadvantaged often find their way to middle- and upper-cfass uvrban and
suburban districts.

Better supervision and morc¢ cquitable distribution of federal
monics is cleariy indicated. However, in view of the magnitude of state
aid, there is no possibility of achieving equality of a satisfactory level of
school finucing without siate equalization legislation.

State Responsibility foi Schooling

Basically, the states are responsible for public schooling. They de-
termine what can be taught; who shall be qualified to sarve us adminis-
trators, counselors, and teachers in tite schools: how scheols shall be
financed. Taxes collected for the schools, whether ubtained at state or
local levels, are levied by state authority. Local schol districts are 2en-
eraliy considered to be quasi-corporations of the states or instrunientali-
ties whose powers and obiigations derive from the state.*

In uui policy statement on Paying for Better Public Schools, this
Committee ou'lined a “foundation” prcgram to suppott local schooling.
It call=d fer ‘specification of the type and quality of school services thal
should, as a minimum, be available to studeats thraughout the state . . .
determination of the costs of providing these s=rvices, and 2stablishment
of a method for distributing state funds in such a way as to make it pos-
sivle fo. every schoeol district to provide at least the foundation level of
education frons these and its own funds.” Such aid should reflect rising

9/Henry M. Levin, “Financiny Education for the Urban Disauvantaged,” in Resources
for Urlan Schools: Better Use and Balance, CETs Supplementary Paper Number 33,
10/Hanry M. L evi,, op. cit.
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school costs and especially the high cost of special programs for the
disadvantaged.

In A Fiscal Program for a Balanced Federalism we again called
upon the states to assume a greater responsibility for financing education
and welfare, cither through direct expenditures or grants-in-aid, in order
to help equalize and improve the ability of local governments to meet
their financial needs in these fie'ds.!! We also warned against continued
and deeper reliance upon the .ederal government. advising that federal
spending is vulnerable to political factors and may be restrained by other
requirements upon the federal dollar. However, it s ems apparent that
until the federal government does more to relieve the states of the finan-
cial burdens of national interest programs, such as welfare, increased
federal aid will be required to assist those schools which face the greatest
educational problems.

In regard to the property tax itself—the source of almost 90 per
cent of local tax revenuc—we have made various recommendations aimed
at remedying incquities and makirg the tax more productive. These have
included the following recommendations: (1) States should accept full
responsibility for assuving stutewide equitable and uniform assessment of
real property; (2) asscssment ratios of all classes of real property, includ-
ing tand, shou!d be equalized n the basis of mnarket value; (3) limita-
tions on local powers uver property tox rates and debts should be removed
from state constitrtions and, where desirable, should be imposed nnly by
statute; and (4) states should utilize other more ¢Jastic sources of revenue
and should facilitate their usc by localities (e.g., by piggy-backing local
supplenients to statewide sales and incone taxes).

The State of Hawaii offers wn example of full state responsibility
for school financing. The schocls arc funded from statewide sources,
ircluding a state levy on property that is assessed for this purpose by the
state. The clicct is to avoid the uneven taxation of property for educa-
tional purposes and the tax havens found in many states. A further benefit
is the assurance of a reusonably professional administration of assess-
ment processes.

Michigan recently has attempted substantial revisions of the cn-
tite 1ax and financing structure as it affects education. The governor has
suggested sweeping reforms to shift the burden of finance to the state from
local taxation districts. The governcr's Seleet Commission on Educa-

1174 Fiscal Program for « Balunced Federal, ym, A Statement on National Policy by the
Res.arch and Policy Committee, Committee for Yeonomic Development (New York:
June 1967), pp. 3133,
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tional Reform in 1969 reccommmended among other things (1) a uniform
statewide property tax; (2) school accountability for educational prod-
ucts; (3) drastic improvement in property assessment techniques; (4)
statewide salaries for teachers, to be adjusted on a cost-of-living basis;
and (5) district rights to vote more taxes for education, except that result-
ing funds are not to be used for weacher salaries. We believe the Hawaii
and Michigan examples in financing merit careful study by other states.

Five actions are essential if the financial plight of the central-city
schools is to be ov~rcome:

The assumption by the siates of the responsibility for providing
equality on a rcasonable level of educational opportunity,

The adoption by the states of ore eflective and equitable rev-
enue syst.ms faking into account ability to pay,

Tke equitable Cistribution of state assistan e to satisfy real need,

Increased federal funds to provide more adequa‘« resources for
meeting the special costs of educating the disadvantaged and a
more just distribution of these resou: ces,

Requirement hy state governments si school-by-scheol reporting
of budgetary allocations fo ensure that inner-city schools and pro-
grams for the disadvantaged receive their fair share of funds that
otherwise are diverted elsewhere.
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Research;
Development,
and Application

Continued reseach is necessarv to provide the
ground for developing effective methods aad ma-
terials for educating the cisadvantaged.

If rescarch is necessary for education
in general, it is doubly important for the education of the disadvantaged.
Here there is necd not only for greatly increased knowledge of the learn-
ing process and the techniques of effective instruction. There is cqual
need for understanding human aspiration and motivation, the sentiment
of self-esteem, or the impact of the expericnces of infancy on rates of
learning. The scientific foundations of education nust be expanded to
provide a more comprchensive coverage of relevant sociological and
anthropological as weli as psychological problems. We are just beginning
to appreciate, for example, the tremiendous impact of the chid’s carly
environment on the development of his intellect and character. Continued
research and experiment should open up many avenues and some of these
should move us toward success.

Mecanwhile, some things have been clearly learied. In early child-
hood cducation it has been established, for instance, that low pupil-
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teacher ratios are essential and that small groups should be employed
often. Objectives must be clearly defined and made the basis of instruc-
tional materials. Teachers must receive training specifically related to
the tasks before them, and parents must become positively involved with
their children’s schooling. It is also now evident, as we have noted, that
programs of brief duration arc not effective. Nor are those programs
efiective that involve simply the addition of equipment cr personnel
where the practices used have been shown to be ineffectual.

Another example of recent experimentation illustrates the pos-
sibilities for new approaches to learning. Sixth graders were appointed
on an experimental basis to serve as tutors for kindergarten children
from disadvantaged neighborhoods. While almost all the high-achieving
tutors showed high morale, good attendance, and improvement in read-
ing skills, it was the low-achieving tutors upon whom the program made
its most important impact. These Jow achievers made significant gains
in their own learning. Meanwhile, the learning rate of the children was
apparently unrelated to the achievement leve!s of their sixth-grade tutors.

There is no single best way to teach disadvantaged children, but
adapting the method to individual differences is the key strategy. This
requires a recognition of the differences in learning styles. The National
Advisory Council on the Education of Disadvantaged Children, for ex-
ample, points out that “young learners, parlicularly those whose back-
ground experiences we classify as disadvantaged, need an abundance of
sensory and motor experiences dealing with concrete objects before they
nroceed to abstract learning. These experiences mav he with construction
toys and games, simple science gear, pegboards, wooden squares and
triangles, or with any of a number of manipulative objects around which
language, arithmetic, and science abstractions can be built.”* Teaching
the i onetary system cifectively is aided by the use of coins and practice
in making change. 1f stories are read, there must be pictutes—meaningful
pictures. Teaching about the relationships of people with cach other
requires role playing or some other technique which involves the chitdren
personally. By employing ncar and famill. ¢ materials the school can
better motivate the child and also help him to cope more successfuliy with
the abstract concepts essential to intellectual growth,

Knowledge of this kind is moving us well along the road to an
understanding of what we must do to produce a true learning environ-

1/U.S. National Advisory Council on the Education of Disadvantaged Children, Annual
Report, p. 11,
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ment for all children. For it is increasingly apparent that much of what
is being learned in the effort to educate disadvantaged children will re-
douad to the benefit of all children.

Among the causes of our school failures with the disadvantaged
has been our failure thus far to evaluate cffectively the concrete results
of experimental programs. Often we do not know the causes of good or
bad results, nor indeed do we always know what results are desirable,
By using the sh~tgun approach in scarching for solutions, we are usually
unable to identify the specific causes of improvements where they occur.
Even where the data arc availatle, we sometimes do nes. know which
components of mujtifaccted programs have made the difference. An
illustration js the Higher Horizoas project in New York City, which has
already been mentioned. Here some encouraging gains have been re-
ported, but causes and cffects have not been clearly established; where
effective relationships could be drawn, broad applications of new knowl-
edge and techniques Lave seldom occurred. Everywhere there are experi-
mental projects, but in few places are these more than prototypes.

A valuable experimenta) model on an exceptionally large scale
is the Department of Defense program, Project Gne Hundred Thousand.
The purpose of this program was to employ modern instructional tech-
niques in qualifying for the armed forces men whe were telow estab-
lished standards. As a 1esult, 95 per cent of these below-par men satis-
factorily completed basic training, although 13 per cent of them required
extra or special training. Even in the formal skill courses the rate of
success was high—87 per cent. Of the original number. 63 per cent en-
tered technical specialtics. The rate of scparation from military scrvice
after twenty-two months for those adn itted to the program was 12.2 per
cent as against a 6.6 per cent separation rate for i control group.?

The particular significance of this program is that it is perhaps
the only fotal cfiort to educale the disadvantaged. Here the military
services generated and coordinated joiny efforts comprising the elements
we have advocated for such an endeavor: housing, clothing, food, sub-
sistence, medical aid, entertainment. The question is, how :an we pro-
ducc this type of comprelensive program in an urban setting under civil-
ian management?

2/From the initiation of the praject in October 1966 through December 1970, 313,800
men in the military seovices had received special training, The program includes basic
literacy courses and formal classroom instruction as well as on-the-job tiaining in tech-
nical skilis having relevance 10 civilian occupations: sce U.S. Department of Defense.
Cifice of the Sccretary. Project One Hundred Thowsand: Characieristics and Perform-
anre of "New Standards” Mea (Washington, D.C: December 1969),
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Full-scale Models for Study

In our policy statement on Innovation in Education: New Direc-
tions for the American School, we firmly advocated a strong national
program of rescarch and development in education.

The progress of the schools over the last few years has clcarly
exhibited the worth of educational rescarch and development.
Much has been learned about relating subject matter to instruc-
tional goals, refining the techniques of explanation, cultivating
the capacity for discovery, and defining other aspects of the learn-
ing process. But much more nceds to be known if the schools are
to continue to move ah:ad. Better techniques must be developed
for disseminating suct knowledge and applying it in actual in-
struction. Both basic and applied rescarch are necessary if false
starts, blind alleys, and wasted time are to be avoided.

Continued research is necessary, not only in the areas already
cited, such as infant development, but also in social organization and
social change. For the improvement of education for the disadvantaged
requires more than merely coping with the environment, however suc-
cessfully; it requires changing the environment itself. Here is a large
array of problems which includes the difticult arca of personal and social
values; but unless we are prepared to attack these problems cquipped
with reliable knowledge of human behavior, the chances for real success
are low.

Among the matters demanding the attention of competent study
are the organization, management, and financing of the schools. Our
methods of financing the schools arc often antique . and our techniques
of school organization and administration have failed to keep pace with
the growing complexitics f institutional life and the advancement of
management principles.

We agree fully with the federal Commission on Instrictional
Technology in its report to the President when it says, “Education has
long needed a national rescarch efforl, commensurate with those in agri-
culture and health, focuscd on the improvement of learning and teaching.
Now is the prime moment to bring all available resources to bear in
strengthening educational rescarch, development, and innovation, which
for far too long have conimanded insuflicient funds and talent."*

3/U.S. Commission on Instructional Technology, To linprove Learning, p. 43.
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In urging continuing research in educational problems, we recog-
nize that research findings are of practical value only if they are effec-
tively applied in developments which clearly exhibit their value in im-
proving education, The results of research must be tried and tested and
evertually packaged in forms which make them available for actual use
in schools or homes. The value of educational rescarch lies not simply in
the increase of knowledge but in the practical appiication of that knowl-
edge in improving learning. A variety of techniques can be employed in
effectively disseminating research findings, ranging from information
centers and demonstration classrooms or laboratoties to selected school
districts employed as full-scale models for study.*

It is this latter concept particularly—the use of full-scale models,
perhaps on the order of Project One Hundred Thousand—that we believe
has the greatest potential for bringing into play and testing many of the
promising ideas developed through research. We sfrongly urge the devel-
opment of social and educational laboratories—coordinated community
programs involving not only educational institutions but other public and
private social agencies—on a scale that is large enough to provide an
environment for the disadvantaged and in which effective educational
practices not only can be sorted out but also employed with a real possi-
bility of success.

*Sce Memorandum by MR. DANIEL PARKER, page 81.
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Memoranda
of Comment,
Reservation, or
Dissent

Page 9—By ALLAN SPROUL:

Success is a word with connotations in our society which now
appear to be alicnating many niiddle and upper income youth. While
this policy statement is specificully concerned with the education of the
urban disadvantaged it should not. e¢ven by implication, suggest a lack
of awareness of the need for some restructuring of our whole educational
system.

Page 10—By DANIEL PARKER:

The decision to limit these studies mainly to large city disadvan-
taged <hildren and youth omits other disadvantaged groups warsranting
specific study. One of these is cducation for the urban disadvantaged
adult, whose job training hes been found to be substantially impeded by
lack of basic cducation.

The other group. omitted by dclinition, is the rural and non-
metropolitan disadvantaged. They are gernrane to these studies not only
because of their special educational needs, per se, but as well because
success in attaining the objectives of this study will augment an already
burdensome problem of one-way migration from rural to metropolitan
arcas.

Page 14—By ALLAN SPROUL:

There are a lot of raisins in this pudding, but they are encased in
a mélange of noble intention and good advice without adequate consid-
cration of priorities or means. Whatever the educational value of the
statement may be in an arca in which many studies have been and arc
being made, the thrust toward cffective action is diffuse and weak.
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Page 14—By PHILIP SPORN:

I cannot agree that preschooling is desirable for all children and
would like to change “is™ in the first line to “"may be.” Certainly in mary
families, what preschooling can do for a child can be and is bcing done
much better by the father and mother.

Page 15—By PHILIP SPORN:

1 am not surc that education alonc can provide children and youth
with a scnse of community and a comprchension of the world of work.
[ belicve that cducation can provide a very important part of this. but if
the family background is one that rejects the community and rejects work,
then a good deal of the potential effects of education is not going to
be realized.

Page 18—By PHILIP SPORN:

I strongly endorse these two sentences. The idea that a child is too
young to think about life's work is based on the philosophy of keeping
children wrapped in cellophane. Further, 1 believe that not only dis-
advantaged but cven advantaged children can gain enormously in
obtaining aim and motivation, and indeed stability, in their process of
growing up by establishing vory carly in life some preliminary objectives:
i.c., how they are going 1o live when they grow up and what they will
want to do as productive meribers of society.

Pages 21 and 79—By DANIEL PARKER:

Explicit mention should be made vrging all segments of the cduca-
tional establishment to give fair trial to innovations even if they scem
not to comply with established convention, Effective participation by
business in these special educatirnal circumstances may be hindered if
made to comply with conventions evolved mainly to regulate the mode
and practices of edication for other than the disudvantaged. New tech-
niques and experiments such as the Harlem Street Academy program
should be judged on their merits and the feasibility of extending them, not
on their compliance with possibly irrelevant establishied educational
practices.

Page 26 —By PHILIP SPORN:
I would like to expand this by removing the »eriod after “future™
and adding “—a better future than their present.”
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Page 30—By PHILIP SPORN:

I believe that the concept developed is once that is based on very
perceptive insight into a facct of the life of children who are forced to
grow up under disadvantaged circumstances. The fact that they can be
taught to understand that being disadvantaged, while not something for
a child to choose as an atmosphere in which to grow up, still can be
capitalized in one's development is a very important idea and can add
immecasurcably to the drive of a person who starts disadvantaged to com-
pletely change his social and economic position.

Page 3]—By PHILIP SPORN:

While | cannot take issue with this reccommendation, it seems to
mc it stops too soon. The wholce statement is keyed to the concept of a
socicly giving something to the children of ethnic minorities. But a socicty
that is prepared to do that very thing can receive « great deal also. What
of the advantage that can accrue to a society from perceiving and devel-
oping respect for the group values of the ethnic minorities in its midst,
which will broaden the outlook of the ethnic majority and give it a better
understanding of the richness of American life and a greater pride in that
lifc which can give solid substance to the American dream.

Page 4]1—By PHILIP SPORN:

The important point in conncction with giving a child a solid
feeling for the world of work and the individual’s relationship to it,
which is desirable for all children. has a particular value in very early
giving the child orientation. whercas children who do not receive this
occupy a sort of unstable, floating position in socicty. From the record
of lamentable campus disturbances over the past few years, it is quite
clear that those young men and women who were properly oriented—
and this was particularly true of students in the law, busincss, medical,
and engincering schools—simply did not participate in campus burnings
and had no desire to sce their campuses burned. The reason for that was
they were much more grown up. and they sympathetically evaluaied
what the college and universily were doing to contrivute to the comple-
tion of the first part of their education to be abie to take their place in a
productive world.
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Appendix A

The ~oor in the Citics

—— e a owE— ——

Pow.mv in the United Statc - is officially
measured by i fixed stand.urd of real income based on the cost of a minimal human
dict. Any househoid is officially defined as "“poor” by the Social Securiy Administra-
tion if its annual moncy income s Iess than three times the cost (in cerrent prices)
of a min'mal diet for the persons in that household.! The “poverty level” incon. for
a four-person (nonfarm) houschold was $3,553 in 1968 and $3,743 1n 1969 When
the figure is officially revised for 1970, taking pricc increascs into account, it will be
about $3,950.

The concept of poverty is obviously complex and controversial, so all statis-
tics concerning it must be used and interpreted with caution. Economic disadvantage
is quite commonly accompanicd by various forms of social, cducational. and cultural
disadvzutage. The objective of this policy statement is to attack the total problem
through the improsenient of cducation, Qur use of an incomce approach to disadvan-
tage is for convenience and in recognition of the centrality of the economic factar.

According to the government definition of puverty, there “were 24.3 million
poor persons in the United States in 1969. ‘The poor are disproportiogately members
of minority cthnic groups, though prerise census data for most of these groups are
impossible to obtain, The number of nonwhite pour in 1969 was 7.6 million, of whom
7.2 million were black and the other 400,000 were mainly American Indians, Japa-
nese, and Chincse. The number of poor whites totalled 16.7 million in 1969, and
there are only rough indications of the cthric compasition of this group.

The disadvantaged in incecasing numbers are becoming residents of the
urban centers, with the inner suburbs included in this category. Although population
density in Standard Mectropolitan Statistical Arcas (SMSA’s) is decreasing (1967-68)
for nonwhites (— 8.9 per cent), it is declining more rapidly for whites (—13.5 per
cent).? Those who can afford to do so are moving in increasing numbers to the outer
suburbs or to high-priced apariments, Morcover, the number »f city dwellers who
send their children to private schaols is increasing.

A clear indicator of the relation of urban residence to disadvaniare was a
recent study showing the median income per family in one large city to be a function
of the distance of residence from the eentral business district. At the six-mile Jimil,
the city limit, and the suburban limit. reedian mcome increases over a span of a few
years were 3 per cent. § per cent, and 37 per cent respectively. Considering, that the
cost of living rose 12 per cent during the seported period. iass dist'nction clearly
becamie more closcly selated to location of domicile.”

It appcears that there is presently a slowdown of rural to urban migration
among blacks, Although the major trends in comparison to whiles eontinues. the 1969
iatereensus salistics show dramatic decreascs in this iate of black migration. The

83.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

number of blacks now moving to the central cities from rural areas is estimated at
100,000 per year as compared to 370,000 per year before 1966.* Furthermore, the
mean annual percentage change in suburban population (including inner suburbs)
for blacks was 8§ per cent compared to 2 per ¢zt for whites. Blacks finally appear to
be raoving throughout metropolitan areas just as other ethnic immigrants have done
in the past.® Nevertheless. 43 per cent of poor blacks resided in central cities com-
pared to 25 pe- cent of poor whites. Within SMSA’s the poverly rate of blacks was
three times that of wnites and in aetual numbers, poor blacks represented a larger
percentage of the poor, increasing from 57 to 66 per cent in SMSA's of over 1 million
persons.®

But it is the rapid nature of the change rather than the absclute statistics that
has caused the na‘ion’s major social problems. In less than half a century, American
blacks have been transformed from a predominantly rural class to 2 group that is
70 per cent urban.” During the decade of the 1950’, two million whites left the city
and two million tlacks took their pleces.” In the two years 1968-69, white migration
to the suburbs grew onc-half million per year, up from 148,000 per year before
1966.? Since 1940, thz black population in New York City has increascd two and
one-half times to 14 per cent of the total; in Philadelphia, two times to 26 per cent;
in Detroit, three times to 29 per cent; in Los Angeles, six times, from 75,000 to
465,000.*°

There is evidence of some improvement in the position of the disadvantaged
minorities relative to that of the advantaged majority. In 1cgard to educational
attainment at the secondary level, the latest available data, although fragmented,
show certain gains for blacks. By 1969, 61 per cent of all blacks betweea the ages
of twenty-five and twenty-nine in metropolitan areas had graduated from high school,
as compared .vith 42 per cent in 1960. The median years of school completed by
whites and blacks had closed by 1969 to 12.7 and 12.3 respectivcly: in 1960, the
figures were 12.4 years for whites and 1.4 for blacks.!! The narrowing of the gap
over the years is demonstrated by ciher data showing that in 1940 the difference in
educational attainment between nonwhite and white men was 3.3 vears, that for non-
white and white womer was 2,7 years.}2

But the higher -education picture for blacks is far lcss encouraging. In 1960,
the percentage of blacks who had graduated from college almost cqualled the white
rate of twenty years earlicr.’® The 1969 data give rise to added pessimism; the per-
centage of blacks who have graduated from college had risen from only 5 to 7 per
cent since 1960, while the white rate had risen from 14 to 19 per cent.™

Though the gap in median incomes between whites and blacks by educa-
tional level has diminished at all levels, blacks «Imost uniformly have i.comcs only
75 per cent that of whites.'” Nevertheless, between 1960 and 1969 the median in-
come of black families has almost doubled. In 1960, only 0.6 per cent of these
families carned $15,600 and over as compared with 8.3 per cent in 1949: and the
percentage of black families with incomces between $10,000 ard $15.000 rosc from
4.3 in 1960 to 15.5 in 1969."° But in the poverty group, where the median deficit
below the poverty threshoid was $993, the income gap for blacks was $1.260 com-
pared ‘o a deficit of $907 for whites.

The incone gains for nonwhites can be atiributed almost entirely to geographic
redistribution. From a relative point of view, there would appear to have been no
decline in noawhite poverty in the tweaty years prior to 1966. On an absolute seale.
from 1959 t5 1969, white poverty dropped 41 per cem compared o a drop of 27
per cent for blacks. Poverty among members of othzr minotity groups declined by
aboit 20 per cent during the decade,'
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Appendix B

Plight of the Mexican-Americans

IN reccat years there has been a massive
migration of other minority groups besides blacks into metropolitan areas. Since
1940, the Puerto Rican minority in New York City has increased sevenfold to
700,00C,** and nearly 40 per cent of the American Indians are now estimated to live
in urbar areas. Particularly significant has been the migration of Mexican-Americans,
who ha /e moved in very large numbers into the cities of the Midwest as well as the
Southwest and Far West. However, data regarding the Mexican-Americans is almost
totally inadequate. Indecd, the number of research studies, s~holarly writings, and
fiscal appropriations dealing with Mexican-American problems is so meager that
this area has been labeled “the raost signal failure in American education.”®

Estimate.. of the number of Mexican-Americans in the United States range
from 4 to 12 million. This wide-ranging estimate is due to several factors. First, large
numbers of Mexican-Americans are known to be in this country illegally. Further,
unfamiliarity with the law, combined with misinformation commonly circulatiag in
their cominunities about government deportation practices, have caused many Mex-
ic m-Americans to avoid census takers and to refuse to acknowledge their ethnic
origins. i.>ce is also the problem of terminology. When is one a Mexican-Amez-
ican?¥® The ¢ ly differentiation familiar to Mexican-Americans of the Southwest is
Anglo-American verstus Mexican-Anicrican. Finally, census figures tally only the
number of Mexican-Americans in five southwestern states, even though very large
numbers reside in other states such as Michigan and Illinois.

From what evidence is available, the educational situation ol the Mexican-
Americans is a very bleak oac. The median for years of schooling completed in 1960
by Mexican-Americans in the Southwest was 7.1, and for the nonwhite in the region
(primarily American Indians) the figure was 9.0 years. By contrast, the median for
Anglo-Araericans in the Southwest was 12,1 years.*!

A study by scholars at the University of Teaas in 1960 found 708,238 Mex-
ican-Amicrican children and young people of school age living in the state. Of the
424,308 between the ages of five and fifteen, 20 p< < cent were not enrolled in school.
In the sixteen- to nincteen-year-old group of 99,902, 44 per cent were not enrolled
A study in California in the same year found that over 50 per cent of the men and
almost 50 per cent of the women among the Mexican-Americans had not pone
beyond the cighth-yrade tevel compared to 27 per cent of the males and 25 per cent
of the females in the general population fourteen years of age and over.™ Another
California studgy shows M:xican -“smericans lag even two years behind blacks in
achicvement and that their dropout rales are also higher. In the Denver public schools,
12 per cent of the Mexican-Americans of school age are dropouts as compared to 9
per centin the gencral popuiation.
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COMMITTEE
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Committee for Economic Development is composed of
200 leading businessmen and educators.

CED isdevoted to these basic objectives:

1) Todevelop, through objective research and inforined discussion, findings
and recommendotions for private and public policy which will contribute
to preserving and strengthening ouv free society, achieving steady eco-
nomic growth at high employment and reasonabiy stable prices, increas-
ing productivity and living stasidards, providing greater and more egual
opportunity for every citizen, and improving the quality of Yfe for all.

2) To bring about increasing understanding by present and future leaders
in business, government, and education and among concerned citizens
of the importarnce of these objectives and the ways in which they can be
achieved.

CED'’s work is supported targely by voluntary centributions from business
and industry, foundations, and individuals. It is nonprofit, nonpartisan, and
nonpolitical.

The Trustees, who genzrally are Presidents or Board Chairmen of cor-
porations and Presidents of universities, are chosen for their individual
capacities rather than as repres ntatives of any particular interests. By work-
ing with scholars they unite business judgment and experience with scholar-
ship in analyzing the issues and developing recommendations to resoive the
economic problems that constantly arise in a dynunic and democratic society.

Through this business-academic partnership, CED endeavors to develop
policy statements ard other research products that commend themselves
as guides to public and business policy; for use as texts in college economic
and political science courses and in management training courses; fo; con-
sideration and discussion by newspaper and magazine editors, cofumnists
and commentators; and for distribution abroad to promote better under-
standing of the American economic system.

CED believes that by enabling businessmen to denionstrate constructively
their concern for the general welfare, it is helping business to earn and
maintain the national and community respect essential to the successful
functionirg of the free enterprise capitalist system,
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