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ABSTRACT

Described is a media exercise which involved social
studies curriculun specialists department chairmen, and classroon
teachers in the Baltimore County Public Sihools. The exercise was
designed and utilized as a nodel of the content and processes that
should be involved in developing an internaticnal perspective in
social studies programs. The excrcise served as a model in that it
raised the kinds of questions that must precede curriculum
decision-making; it encouraged the type of setting and stimulated the
dialoygue necessary to the success of th'.s task. Participent
discussion, a4s well as an examinatioh of recent social studies and
area studies projects pointed up the essentially regional or cultural
construct that serves as a f{ramework for the "interuational studies"
of students. Two frames of reference for sncial studies progranms
which seek to prepare pupils to function effectively are suggested:
1} a global systems vjiew; and, 2) the world of "probhable futures",
Others mentioned include: studies of decision-making and conflict
resolutions in settinys liike the Cuban Hissile Crisis; and
comparative studies of such global phenomena as political
developaent, social, and economic change, etc. It is not the presence
of the traditional, regional, and cultural framework that is opposed
here, but the near dominance of that approach in M"international
studies®. (Jsp) -
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On several recent occasions, social studies curricvlum specialists,
departuent chairmen, and classroom teachers in the Baltiwmore County Public
Schools have had the unusual experience of viewing three mohlion pictures
simultanecously. Though the idea of simultaneouvs, multiple visual experiences
is not new ~ its ucge in this instance Yo raise qucstions about social studies
curriculum and instruction - is a departvre from practice. The films
viered include:

Bozo Daily Life, a 16w, non-narrated, color f£ilm, produced by
Julien Bryanls International Film Corporatlion, shous the activities
of the Bozo people of the Niger River, They "quictly emerge fron
their thatched huts vhile daim slowly breaks over the Niger. Birds
gi;de against the soft, red sky s the men man the boats and the
women begin their daily activities al the waterts edge. Thesc
black Afriecans are then showm as they fish, vecave, cook, and mill
rice - the activities which fornm the backbene fov thelir daily
lives," !

traces the roule of an atomic rcactor tlrough Tadia to its destina-
tion at Kola, sovlh of Jaipur.e AL the same time it depicts the

n
presence of change along side wuch that is lraditional in Indiz.
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In Spite of Walls, produced and distributed by the Volkswagon
Company. The thene is the degree to which economic and social
developments have broken down many of the traditional barriers

to communication between peoples and are examples of how the world

is becoming an intercomnected economic and social system.3

After viewing the three films for abouf. fiftcen ninutes the large groups
vere divided into several small discussion groups and asked to consider three
questions:

¥hat docs the world look like?
Vhich view is more accurate?

Which view has exerted the most influence on
he curricwlum?

Many individuels involved in the small group discussions rejected the
notion that there was one or cven several views of the world thal were more
accurate and thus constituted the world views to be considered in the curriculua,
Frequently it was pointed oub, that in addition {¢ the world of our culture,
or the world of M"their!" culture, there exists olthor worlds such as the world
of "self," and a world characterived by multiple GTOSSvcuxtural relationships
and influences,

0f perticvlar intercsi were responses to the quection, "hich view has
influenced the curricvlum?" The great majority of pariieipants concluded {hat
the view presunted by In Spile of Valls, a western, lechnologically advenced

vorld, has exerted thz rogt influence. The worldd of other culifwres coning Lo

<
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to terms with their environment and crezting distinctive 1ife~styles; or a
world characterized by numerous cross-cultural contacts and resulting cultural
adjustments, were perceived as having exercised significantly less influence
on curriculum and instruction,

An interesting exercise, but what value does it possess for social
studies educators consbantly pressed by professional groups desiring to intro-
duce their specisal interests in social studies instruction, by a public
increasingly disenchanted by the apparent failuve of schools! responsibilities
to society, and by teachcrs and sbudents poscessing often ategonisbic views
of what is relevant in the classroom«Pressured in each instvance to "get on
with i4!" The value of this type of activity is that it forces the participant
to confront his ouwn, ofton navrow sebl of asswuptions about the natwe of the
world out there. Narrow in the scnse that it can be predicted with a high
gcgree of accuracy which world vieus will be considercd and which will
escape gttention. : :

It would scem axiomatic that if se seek to teach and learn somclhing
gbout the varied naturc of human con?uct on this plamet, then we ought Yo
invest time and effort confronting that veriety and esking uhat it is we neca
to know to understand it, Uhis consideration wust precede the naking of
decisions ebout the vhabt, the vhere, the when, and the how. Furthormore, this
consideration should encompass lhe tolal sociel stwdics curriculon, K-12, not
just onc small segiient of i%. To do othariise, it vowld seen, is to run the
great risk of perpelunting linited end cven outdatéd vorld viecus preciccly at

a time vhen we need tively osnd vital insights into a rapidly changing world.

O t .
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The media exercise was designed and utilized because it serves‘as a rodel
of the content and prccesses that should be involved in developing an Inter-
national Perspective in the social studies progreri. A model of content and
process in that it raises the kinds of guestions that mmst precede curriculunm
decision~maling; it encourages the iLype of setting end stimlates the dialogue
necessary to the suvccess of this task; it points to the disciplines of history,
geography, and the social sciences wherein valuable insights for social studies
educators may awalt discovery; and it suggests some of the ideas, concepts,
strategies we may select to structvre a variety of international end inter-
cultural experiences for students.

If we grant that we should esxpose our minds Lo numerous possible pictures
of the world prior to curriculum decision-meking, what then are some traditional
and innovaltive patterns of perceiving end structuring inlernsiionzl and inter-
cultural behavior?

The media experience was predicted on the assumpbion that initially uve
will reéct in terms of "our" culture and "others" cultures, or of some
cultures operaving in relative isoiation while others interact with each other,
This was reflected in many pavticipentl!s classification of these filme as
illustrative of treditional societies, trensitionzl societies, and develonped
societies, Others saw technologiczlly advenced, econordcally developed,
polilically and socially modernized western nalions, and cconoiieslly under-
developed, politicelly and socially iradition-bound non-tiestorn societics.

Some feir szw vocieties that could "do theiv oun ihﬁng' vhile others vicre cone
stantly inpinged uvvon by outside forces. Most participanls folt thet

currictilwil and inglruction enpheasized & vordd view consistint vith ovr oun

:‘?

culturels precont condilicn, Arohoder iy cloovandy coriandes Yy Gl e

DOTWiJC‘lly end soxialdly vwwder
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styles of traditional societies, or the experiences of peoples end societies
undergoing profound changz,

As the discussion progressed it became apparent thal although p#rticipants
acknovwledged the existive and pervasive influence of those several world views,
they were wnable to go beyond and suggest alternative stru.tuces that might
yield interesting insighté. Greagber depth and sophistication of treatnent
in existing history, geography, and area studies progrems were offered as

to

solubions. In that scnsa they are part of g silent concensus thab seens
characterize the response of cuvriculum projects, media publ shers, and peuy
concerned gocial studies educators vhen they confront the question of uhat

we need to do in the international cducation.

By silent concensus avvenlion is called to the mavked tendency by these
varied grouﬁs to trausmit theough svrggesied curricvlar structures or instrice-
tional mzterials developed, an esscniially Linited regional or cultwral constivet.
This construct is in turn discovered snd adopied by social studies educators
to serve as the fremwork for the "intornationzl studies" of students. fn
examination of the recent "A Critical Apvraisgl of Twenly-Six Nabtional Social

1.2 . -
3

.01, indicatcs

Studies Projects," pvbliched in Social Fdi a noiber of

projects that include internalional dimcnsions, but feu lhal sce the world

!

other than in a2 world cvliuvves contal. For eranple, the olheviise exeellant

1 vhile incovpor-

¥orld Studies

1 Svvdics Tnouirg

\

ating nuncrous posaibhilities for study of erons cvlivral or globl syste s

"

phenoisens ave orgenized a5 ro
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Without awarencss and understanding of a variety of possible alternatives,
is this likely to happen? If past practice is a reliable indicator, the
ansver is "No." As Lee Anderson has recently concluded:

"4 survey of the curriculum guides, teaching materials
and approaches used in many schools suggesls that jwuch of our
past and present teaching is growunded on an image of the
world as a mosaic of richly veried lands and peoples. #n
anthropologist exeriining the artifacts of American education
in an effort to reconsvruct the culturally shared world-vicus
of Americeans rdaht well conclude that we tend to sec the
world es a kind of pool table on whose green surface are found
an array of scubiered and gelf.containcd billiard balls of
various colors, Similarly, international education has been
largely a mabtor of instructing the young abiout many colorful
lands end pacples other then oursclven .- of mroviding them
with some informabion aboul Lhe different ecoiogles, the
parbiculer histories ad the wnique cultvres of a few of the
differcnt balls zrrayed about the tuble!s surfoce. Clearly
this is &n eoxcessively simplified picture, but perhaps not
an entirely gioss caricalvre of the interanational dimension
of the curricvlum found in many Anceicen Schools 't

Careful conglderation by social studices educators of a vaviety of ways of
organizirg intcrnational. studies seoms wnarranted,

The Apollo flights have dramatived thal differenl perspoctives of this
planct and its peoples zre possible, Colonel Frenk Porman, Cormender of
Apollo 8, in an cloquent sbaterent made during a recent interview, suggested
dimensions of this emcrging world persgective:

M, y.el found a very fervent responss fron Puropesns to our
common desires for pouce end brotherhood as stimmlated by
our first viecs of ovr comron planet fron afay, The ovee.
vhelning irpresszion of the poople of Europe was Lhis vien
that we gol of cevrth, They scomed intenlly intercaled in
the fact thal there 2ve no boawvices gnd thal the suecess of
this mission ves due in Jarge nocsure to the contributions
made by people 211 the vordd over, They recpond te the fact
that we zre rcdly riders on the covth tozether, And e
shaxe & besutifuv} planct, Tt is sall end besntifd ond
fragile, low 741 not nzive cnovgh to think that things Jike
exploving the woon are poing to Loke ciiny the couflicl
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than we have in separation, To Buropcans and Americans
both, the overvhelming vonderment is why in the world
we cean't appreciate what we have."

However, the resiructuring of an imzge of the world is not the product
of a single epic event, C. E. Black, the historian, has commented, ‘e are
noif experiencing one of the great revolulionary vransformations of mankind.
The tuen in human affairs now taldng place is of a scope and invensity that
man has experienced on only two previous occasions and its significance cau-
not be sppreciated except in the contoxt of the entire covrse of world affairs."?

One perspective, a "syslen's vieu" 4if you will, secms to offer mmch to
social studies curricnlum decision-mekers. Political scientist, lec Anderson,
in a rccent Forcign Policy Association stuvdy, identifics several trends
evidenced by social science resecrch that suggest growth of Msystemmess! of
the modern world, '"The 'arity,' the 'vholeness,' the Texporiconce,! the
tsystermess! of the wodern worldd -- whabever may be the favorite word, .- is
menifest in a nurber of WaySceo

1. M exponding neviork of cross-natlonal ovgenizations and

associations «.. there is no question that the tuonitleth
century is vilnessing a very sheup oxpansion in the volure
and scope of inlecractions emong the worlddfs hundueds ol
nationel and local socicties.

2¢ M epanding voluwe of world.vide huran inberezetions ...
in owr time the globe has becowe cnciveled by en expanding
grid of orgemizatic s ind essocislions cutling acvcos

boundaries of national syulais,

ol bo hwjn“ end
15 1h

e

3. Incressing sinilewity in nonlind's soel
institusions «ees enother wey of pd‘u_i this is to ooy
that wodern teehaology in corcimications end tmn portalicn
is creating o pool of sccio-cvliuvel fovias at lhe global
Jevel frow vhich all of 1he hwisn species con dren in
verying doiress,
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proliferation of nuclcar wsepons, and the plundering of

the planct!s mineral recources are only a few of the

problers that cannot be lackled effectively, much less

solved, by unilateral mcasure of nation-states,t
He concludes, "these arc a few and only a few of the many charvacteristics of
modern history that lead to a viecw of the world as a single global sysbem
comprised of many intel‘acti;lg regional, nationzl, and local systems."B

Another frazue of refercnee, thal of the study of '"probable Tubures"
should be considered, Working on the assvnplion that several 'recent! dovelop-
ments will conlinve to exert considersblce influcnce forr the balance of this
century, it is argued that siudents shovld be awsre of the ways these mipght
influence their futwre, and exocricace in the clessroon alternative wmens of
responding to these chellengen,

Robert C. North, in a poper prepared for the soma Forelga Policy Asso.da-
tion study of the presont sltote of education for International wderstonding
has enwmeraled six technologicel revolubions with cepecivies for profousndly
effecting mankind: nucleasr pover aad vesponry, space eeplorabion, insvant
verbal sud visusl commnications, supersenic trevsportation, eybunetic
systems, the prolongatiom, the cnhencerient and the creation of life. Yhe
enormity of the challenges posed by these developmentiz is steargering, This

technology, in the Lo of the organization end wiilireiicn of mmlts Imeuledsoe,
skills, end tools provides vs vith vurccedented alicnntives nd oppovimitios
to incresse ranl's persone developnont end sel T fulfille ab.  Urforturealc
these see technologzios cow & vesult in greatl, inevcised wisory and poeasible

self-destruction of wnkind.

The hiporient hing Yo nobe is ket Lhe Daw e Ta nob predelomancd by

o
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forces alrecady set in meticn. North suggests, houwever, that there are
contingency factors which can have an impact on the shape of the next halfl
century. Foremost among these is education. "It will make a signifisant
difference, " writes North, "how humen beings are educated all over the world,
but especialiy, perhaps, in the technologically wmore advanced nations of the
world including the Unitecd States, The behaviors of people uveryuhere will
depend crucially upon the ways in wvhich they are tzught to perceive and
interpret ihe wiverse, the earth and its envelope, the world community, their
oun respective nations, themselves, their fanilies, and their 10les, statuses,
and functions in these various, wore or less overlapping or nesting organiza-
tions, milieus, contexts, and Systemsn”g

A rocial studies program that sesls to prepave popils to function effec-
tively as adulis must address itself to these concerns. The franes of reference
just suggested, a global systews view, end the world of "probable futures,?
are but two uays of looking at the world that have an iwporiznt contribubiion
{0 meke toward this end. Others that would secn Lo deserve the serious cone
sideralions of social siudies edvcators incluvde: studies of decision-.oaling
and conflict rescluiions in scttings 1like the Cuben Missile Crisisy couparetive
studies of such glotal phenor mna as polivicezl developrant, socisl end econciic
change; and world order studics that "focusces dircetly end printzrily on the
guestions of how to reduce significzinily the 1ikelihiced of international

o

violence znd to crexte tolersdle conditions of vorld-nide cconcmic welfare @nd

social. justica, Tn mnore conuoiotive bub Jess precice torrdnclozy, 1he onestion

- s - *, " R}
reads, Mlou Lo achicve &4 nxdintain a vevleos v 1oea just wosldr!

It wold be aviorezding of dnbteoest 30 Uhonn Teher pafate of vics vaee
T R P PR e A L SO S AN T
sociel stadics cuveduilun ard insticelios, Tne polat o4 dlenc fare o nol
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the regional construct's accuracy or inaccuracy, but rather its near total
dominance of the international sirand of social studies instruction., Tt is
important to recognize and convey that we tive in  more than a world of
culture and region. We live in worlds that ave subject‘ to cross-cultural and
systenatic influences., As Raymond Platig has commented, "Civil disturbances
in the Congo and in South Victnam have thelr repevcussions in New York, Moscow,
and Peking; crop failure in India calls forin responsc from the Amervican
Midwest; nuclesr explosive poucr wnites wmon arovnd the vorld in the fear of
holocaust and the deead of environm=ntal conteminaltion ... the interrelabod.
ness of life of mmn armong men, it weuld seem, is forcing itself ugon oux
abtention in new dimensions snd with renened in-istonce," 7

Ve live, as John Robinaon has concluded in a study on public awsrencss
of international issues in wvhich Y... the vast najority of citizens hold
pictures of the worid that are at Lest skclchy, blurred, and without detail
or at worslt so impoverished eu to begger ﬁescriptiom'm Ve 1ive in moxlds in
which what ve know is disbtorted and inaccurave., As Projecy Africa has reported,
"To Amerdiczn scventh and tuelfih gradcors, Afvica south of the Schave, secwms
to be a priwitive, backwerd, undewdeveloped lend uiih no history - a hot,
strange land of jungles end descervis, popolatrd wilh vild eninelds such as
elephents, tigers, and snckes, and by bleck, neked snavesos, canmibels and
pyegmies. Mission-vies and uitch doctors vie for control of the natives, stho

live in villages, ere prone Lo superstitiem end discese, @nd atho hunt with

sperrs and polscn derts vheon rot gitiing in front of thoir habs Leeling on
o
draris

Ay, fincdly, ve Mive 1@ s
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e hr.e become a single human comnunity. Most of the energies of our
society tend towards wnit -- the energy of science and technological change,
the energy of curiosity and research, of self-interest and economics, the
energy - in many ways the most violent of them all ~ the energy of potential
aggression and destruction. Ve have become neighbors in lerms of inesceapable
ohysical proximity and instanb communicafion. We are neighbors in economic
interest and technological divection. We are neighbors in facets of owr ine
dvstrialization and in the pattern of ove vrbenization. The atomic bowb vould
rain doim on the just and wnjust, oa tho Cesonist end non-Communist, on the
slave and on the free, and couwld leave us all with owr last zppalling vnity .
the wnity of amnihilation,nlh’

These questions have been raiscd and these points of vieu exploved
because vesponse to such questions and rccognitién of such ideas and insighis
is essential in developing a realistic comprehonsive international strend in
the social studies curricwlwi. To do otheruvise is to insuve that curriculiv
revisionists will comfortingly discover "that!s uhat uelve been doing all

along.” In our time that is uvnllikely end deeciving,
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