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ABSTRACT
Some of the problems involved in teaching students

admitted to colleges under open enrollment programs are the topic of
this conference report. These students often enter college with the
goal of getting a degree, but are not prepared for the kinds of study
required in order to earn that degree. Reading skills are a major
area in which such students are inadequately prepared for college.
They have not acquired necessary skills, but resent drill and class
exercise instructional techniques to acquire them. Perhaps more than
at earlier ages, these students need instruction in reading skills
which is goal-oriented and directly tied to their present courses of
study so that reading instruction and course work can be integrated
for maximum success. Attention should be focused on guiding and
stimulating the whole student and not solely upon subject matter and
materials. References are included. (MS)
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The !open adiliatiione policy set forth by law in several -States .and-,prata,

ticed by colleges,. and universities thrtaighOut the -United 'States gUarantees: to all

high school` iltiadttates, 'irrespective of previ-Oui attainment,, enrollment in a,

,state college of his, Choice. New YOrk City alone Will :spend; millione of d011itti

not only for extra iiicuity and but for, remedial, compensatory, coma-

paling, and ,instructional :services: designed- to aid students to remain in the

,university -until graduation. rIll!thetwite,ptudies indicate that approximately

one -third Of, all ,entering freshmen :need to develop basic- skills -in reading. so

-that they -cap nett minimal requirements fOr college study. The Whole theOry

of open admissions and compensatory jeducation is beint challenged.:by many :eduii

CatorS; ,governmental leaders, and takplyersa In spite of this opposition, ini,

adequately prepared yoUng *iv and Women are .non- enrolled 14 our colleget and

universities', and ta are being required: to- ,meet 'their reading: need*. This: paper
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will set forth Some of the problems encountered in teaching Students to read at

the college level and Some means of dealing With these problems. The impact of

today's students cannot be ignored.

Meeting needs of students

Many students enrolling in university Classes-are reading at: the sixth grade

level and below. Their speaking, writing, liStening, and. reading- vocabularies

are :limited, and they:have, difficulty in securing Meaning from class's lectures',

and textbook reading-. There has been little, experiential baCkgrount to prepare

them gor the concepts- ,expressed by teachers and writers in, the academic World.

In facti "going to college" is so foreign, to some of 'these students, that they

have trouble. in registration- and it Meeting flexible, :class, schedules. any

are lost in a :strange and hostile, land. In .general, thete students. need ,Stittu a-

tion, information, and guider*. They need aid and instruction- when end where

it is needed for Under theoe; conditions-they can appreciate the value of the-

faesistance, provided' fOr them.. The goal-Oriente& approach is essential in In-irking

with these Student/I fOr the, value of any 'instruction to them, is dependent .upOn

their Immediate- needS. In fact, they do not, want 'to iMproVe. their basit skills

in. reading unless ,such attainment result .in better grades in the university

earned With an economy of time end effort.= These, students- want a degree trim

the university -anct-sre not concerned With getting an education" for that is -toO

vague and indefinite. Some of thete individuals have pointed out that much of

their instruction in reading has been Unrelated to their ;goals and that it has,

been worthless to them. Surely, it is :obvious that 'the needs -of. the _students,

es they identify them, must be-feet if We are to continue an open admissions pOlicy.

SpecifiC reeding:4%0,04

A study- Of -Several thousand student* on the campus- of Vetterit Michigan
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University indicates that certain learning- skills are necessary for auccessful

academic achieveMent. These-8re:

* Learning to identify -main ideas

* Learning -to read for a- purpose

* ,Learning, to make ideae oite'S own-

* learning- :to ,mike. the -mOst otwOrda.

* Learning at 'to -accept ad' *int, to reject

* Learning -Wt. to AIM a teXtbooh ,effettiVely-

* Learning to condentrate

*- Learninglto read -different 'kind* Of literature

* Learning to read in the field of mathematics

* Learning to read in the field 'of! Icience

*- Learning_ to read in the :social Studiee

lc- ;Learning to 4reatiVely-

24oSt Of :Otte students are :nOt interested in the application of phOnits,

Structural analysiti, 'and- Contextual -clues unleils they- see that theta approaches'

to word leaning- can be liSefUl to them: Thia is -"old stuff," they repOrt, and

are immediately -"turned. off. .Skill-drill materiali, practice :pcettities, and

assignments are treated with diegeet and -in *any inStancet *goofed. Students

ask, "Can't you Show me how' to read' the' books I have to read in my regular classes?"

They need' help in achieving theirs Oita: In fact, 'they need ,facilitators rather

than diSpensers Of inforilatioii.

Personality -needs of students

'Conference. 'with- students 'enrolled' in College reading- classes and studies.

of their academic background- indicate- that isaq, ,hava'reade ne,,wicatiOnal ChOiCe

And that in our World there, is little elst for theta to do except .t0- "go to
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college.'" Here they assume that success will be as easy to attain as. in the

secondary schools Where, in spite Of frequent absenees, lOw teat Scores, and:

LOW marks they -Were, promoted from grade tO_ grade irrespective of attainment.

These _concepts -developed over a periOd of several years Are :difficult to eradi-

cate., Observations and individual 'Studies Suggest that any students needing

special educational services care little about overcoming their ,defidienCieS.

It.,-appears .014 some of these individuals have not learned, to .do the things,. that

,heed to 'be dOne, when they need to be. 'done. whether' they want to dO thest.or

Emotional maturity 14 a-characteristic' which many modern, College sitddeatie do not

VOisiesti.

A large :isua:ber Of students requiring remedial and-CoMpensatory serVicet-

baVe frustrations,. worries, and fear", -WhiCh seriously, interfere with their ,ability

to concentrate. 'Life On- Out college campuses is not atWays, cOndUCiVe tO the dee

'v,4001sent of adequate study shabits. Many 'students. have not, learned to adjust

successfully to the, "nett freedOme.," Peelings, of frustratiOn And.,gliilt often,

vprevent -effective 'reading and study. .PotitiCal, economic, and social. unrest

along with. confrOntations And massive demOtittrations fail to provide a baCkgrOund.

for thoughtful reading:, and' study-. For some ,PerSonalities these ,disturbances re-

tard and' prevent academic ,achieVeiseht.

Some means: to sii.end

The greatest impact' of todayea Stud,ente upon college reading, programa, is

the change tit the TO14-0f, the -reading, teacher., If .001.1egeS sre- to exist for

alL 'who Wish to enter, overCrowditig-will CO' In. all Classes designed for

compensatory instruCtiOn, -eapecially reading, tonaeqUently,, the one teacher to

a classroom concept -vitt be outdated.- In tact, team < teaching, Will 'become 'a'

iteCessity.- This InStrOctiOnill procedure. invOlveS two teachers equally prepared.

4
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who underStand the' reading- need* of their students and who-work together slain

taneousty in the -appliCation of methods and the use if Materials_ to accomplith

a. well designed objective. Frequently, one instructor will interrupt :the ,other-

in Order to reinforce a- point of view or to illustrate a principle being Set

forth. At times there will be= 'a "give and take" of Conflidtitig ideas .so as to

enlist the suppott of- students on one side or the other of the -"aPparent"-con-

flict of positions. In this situation, students ate ,stimulated and "turned' On"

so as to ,develop and express ideas Of their _own. To. prove -their poit'it :Some- Of

the students consult reference materials and attain real status by convincing

one member Of the team that 'he was in error. ,Other- students are "quickened,"

'and critical -thinking .actually takeil place.

Team teaching. can 'facilitate the use of flexible .grouping in+teading,'claises

at the university level. Students can be ,grouped temporarily from One to two

class period's 'in Order to accOmplish a specific 'objective., For -example, a team.

working with a -cleats' of 32+ students can =demonstrate :,'reading, for Main ,ideas in

'a chapter and vocabulary building 'at the setae time. One -group of 12 students

would- be Concerned- in 'learning, how to 'identify - =main ideas in chapter and

another group of 20: students would be -Shown. OW- to add words Which haVe been

selected- tont their various- teXtbooki to their vocabulary: It is obvious that

such grouping prOceOUret are dependent -upon the 'awareness of the .instructors Of

,the:4,tudents, and their needs. -Class' lectures should be-- provided chiefly at the

request,'Of iitudenti.

Team teaching makes -possible the goal-oriented approach to instruction in

reading. As the student tries, to accomplish his objectives with his books:, be

experiences difficulty- and it is at 'this time and ,in..this situation that he needs

.specific instruction. Today 'e 'student. :Sees little value for instruction 'before

the need 'for, it develops. For hin ant at this .tine it is irrelevant and inconse-



Page 6

Homer L. J. Carter

quential. In tI goal-Oriented approach the function of the teacher is to

atimulate., When necessary tO inform, and in all situations- to ade. Attention

Saist be focused upon the, whole 'individual and his needs and not upon, subject

matter, materials, and reading Ocilla ks se: Teaching about reading can be

done away with entirely:,

Remedial reading, -a thing of the past

Such term*. as remedial reading and compensatory instruction can be and

shOuld be avoided. -TOday-s stUdents abhor their connOtation-and their- denota-

tiOn is lost in a-Mase of aMbiguity: They are like the term hardware which can

mean anything from -a tenpenny nail to a lawn mower. Furthermore, developmental

and remedial reeding have --much in common for seldom does any individual learn

:completely and thorOughly at the first ,presentation. Instead of Oft* the Odious

expretsions, remedial-and' corrective reading, why not talk about .meeting, the
needs Of the individual While .and,,gis he useslit books to accomplish his Objec-

tives on the catpus?: Today's-- Student :is not interested in reading as a subject

such as MathematiCet ,political -science, and' _the. social stUdies In tOnie in

stances prograMi such as Upward Bound give students an unteatiatiC, concept of

themselveS, their :activities and expectations. They are encouraged to expect

an adjustment ,curricUltua WhiCh frequently it ,long, deLayed, mind in other circum-

stances is never Made' available. Failure to .secure sch, aid, and guidance leads

-many students to -discOutageteat, frustration, and to -acts: of hOstility.. This

.situation is. intensified by the attitude, that an,-edUcation is a tight-, not a

privilege .nor an opportUnitY.. In dealing with these students the instructor

tent :Cr_ ate interest and not stand passively- by and wait for it to develop.

ImpOrtance of concept developMent

Students of today, Who have limited ability in reading, possess a knowledge



of words and their -meanings which is not appreciated or even understood:by many

of their instructors. This jargon Of the -youth ,however,_ does not- help. him in

his identification, interpretation, and evaluation of the- concepts expressed in

his textbdoks andlresented to him in Class-lectures. FOr the more mature -etuf

dent, this, -need soon becomes apparent and he is apt to seek help: If he is to

read and listen effectively; -a; knowiedge ,of 'the unknown concept is essential.

He must understand, the language of books and the ,academic ,comiunity. This is

relevant..

The intelligent Student in the: upper ranges_ of these classeS learnt! to -use-

concepts- expressed in 'the form of word', in sentences, and in paragraphs when

he makes -up-hisi mind that, it is necessary for' him, to do id. He can dO this by

expresSing his ideas in 'Speech. and in writing. Later he can listen to and read

the ideas expressed. by Others.. Now if his instructors have -' "stirred him up,"

"turned, him on," and realty' stimulated' hits,. he will have ideas- to express, his

ideaS.. His' teaChert can now gnide as to bring about effeCtive expreSsion.

By the- total process. of -Speaking, 'writing, .1pitening, and reeding, concepts can

be born. 'The good therapist with his 'knowledge of -ail the tools ofrhis trade

Can beCOme an excellent -ObstetriCiati-who is concerned with the -birth of one child

at a time.

If concepts- are _to be' developed' in the various subject. Matter 'areas, tutori

provided by -the department* can cooperate and Work With -'the reading_ therapist.

This reading specialist -now becomes -n consultant and a teacher of tutors.. It

is the responsibility of these. subject matter specialists to provide experiential.

background, to 'develop concepts essential to work in.,the '4spartisent, and to, aid

the students -in building vOcabularlea required- in their- reading and lied:nil:Lg.

This will ,be a nett function for the teacher of .students enrolled in reading_ im-

provement courses.
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Not all college teachers can -Work successfully With disadVantaged students.

Some lack -patience and are interested' in other adtivities. Others are content

to talk about ',reading and give out chunks of Irrelevant, subject matter. Many

are imperceptive and fail to .see with the "third eye" 'and, hear with the "third_

ear." Such faculty memberS should. be prepared and willing to find other teaching

positions.

Summary

This, paper has vointed..oUt and discussed some of. the bispaCts, of. modern

students ,upon the work' in reading at the college level. The goaloriented

.approach has been stressed. In this *mess an emphasis has been placed 'upon

stimulatiOn and guidance. Tea* teaching, CSirried-Oa by individuals who are dedi=

dated to the task of ,meeting the needs- of individual students has been irecomminded.

The most. drastic change is in the role Of the reading teacher who becomes ,4 cOn

sultint and helps reprelentatives .from ,the content fieldi develop reading Skills

la their subject setter areas. He focuset attention Upon. the whole Student and

not' upon reading, Subject matter, and materials-. 'Re. no longer Workt in vacuum

but recognises the teed-of counselors and cooperation with Other Members Of the

facUlty. With his students 'he becomes a facilitator of their Activities and ,not-

an, impersonal stOrehoUse of irrelevant materials.
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