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ABSTRACT

A study was conducted to assess tne er.ectiveness ot
oral laaguaye responses as predictors of the reading perfolrrance ot
intermpediiate-grade students. Responses were considered to be
peradiymatic if they illustrated superordinate, voordinate, contrast,
or part-whole relationships. Other responses were considered
syntagmatic. Subjects were 52 fourth graders enrolled in a suamer
reading program in a Southern city. The California Readirg Test, Form
W, and the experinent-devised Oral P/5 Latguayge inventory were
adpinistered to ail subjectss A t-ratio was derivod trom tke number
of syntagmatic responses given by subjects. The results of the study
indicate that it is possible to predict readiny perforrance from the
numbers of syntaygmatic and paradigmatic oral language responses. It
vas concluded that, since reading tests pake extensive use of
paradigmatic word associations, instruc%ion in word ~ssocCiatioans
might improve childrent's scores. Tabhles and references are incliuded.
(Ms)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



-

EL048997

387

ww

Aruntox provia

I

J08

@)

PFRMISSICN TO FEPROSICE TH.S COPY
FRIGHTED MATERIAL BY “4ICROFICHE ONLY

HAS 2EEN CRANTED BY .
wticac R‘,E‘,Af L A

Cent cvience

10 FRIC AND DRGAMIZA® GNS ORERATING
UNDER AGRIENENTS W TH THE US OFFICE
0F EDULAT.ON FWTHER KEPRUTIWNIDN

US. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EOD#',:&"ON & WELFARE
OF EDUC

THIS DICUMENT MAS :ETFISNR[FHO-
DUCED EXALTLY AS RECEWED FROM
T4E PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG.
INATING IT POINTS CF VIEW 0f CRIN.
ICNS STATED DO NOT NECES3AMNLY
REPRESENT OFFICIA! QFEICE OF Fal}
CATION PGSITION ORPOLICY

GUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM FEQU' RES PER
(AISSION OC TH.£ COF YRIGHT QWNER

ORAL LANGUAGE RESPONSES AS A PREDICTOX OF
READING PLERFORMANCE IN THR
INTFRMEDIATE GRADES

A. C. Bickley, Rachel T, Bickley,
and Harrcy Cowart

Rickley, Dinnan, and Bickley (1970) fadicate that high
synragnetic scores from oral language responses varallel scores
on gro. int2lligence tests, that stndents who tend to give &
larger number of syatagmatic iesponses score low on intelli-
gence tests, Other studies indicate that close correlations
have been Icuvnd between acsociarion tasks and reading skills.
Bateman (1963) reports that ~sscciation tasks are consistent
predictors of high level reading skills while Ohnmacht, Weaver
and Kobler (1965) shaw thut association tasks are closely ru-
lated to geraral verbai s“{lity. Tne purpose of this study
was to dctermine the cffzctiveness of oral language re:zpouses
as a predictor of the .eadi-y performance of students in the
intermediate grades.

Ervin's (1957) classification of these ovai respoases as

paradigmatic or syatagmatic was modif{ed in the following way:

vesponfes that fllustrated the relaticiship of superordinate
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(apple-fruit), co~ordinate (arm-leg), contrast (white-black),
or partevhole (branch-cree) ware accepted as paradiguatic,
All other responses were classified as syntazgmatic {tens.

The subjects were fifty-two fourth year public school
pupils who were enrolled in 4 summer reading pregram in a south=~
ern city. ‘the data were collectad through administration of

the California Reading Test, Form W and the Oral P/S language

Iaventory. The thirty stimelus words which make up the Oral
P/3 language Inventory we-2 compiled from the Fitzgerald and
Fitzgerald (1963, 1967) lict of a basic communicating vocebu=
lary.

The California Reading Test, Form Y was administered in

a group session early n tho sumier. The reading scores were
acranged in the manner from high to low oa tne basis of a
median split, with twenty-cix subjects In each of two groups.
The scores for the low group ranged from Pre-primer to 3.2
the scores for the high group were from 3.3 to 4.6, According

to the California lleading Teét, all of the subjects were reading

at or below grade level.
The Oral P/$ Lanjuage Inventory was administered shortly

zfter the Californiz Reading Test was given. The subjects

were asked to listen to the stimulus word and to give the first
word that came to mind as the examiner recorded the responses.
The Inventnry was administered individually and thirty responses

were recorded for each subject. The responses were identified
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as paradigmatic or syntagmatic frems according to the classi=-

fications given earlier in chis paper.

Figure 1

Orul P/S Language Inventory

1. 1in 1t. high 21, poor

2, she 12, city 22, happy
3. go 13, war 23, tot

4, up 4. open 24, South
5. old 5. white 25. easy

6. day 16. morning 26, pretty
7. king 17. vpay 27. against
8. life 18, laugh 28, wife

9. work 19. front 29, emile
10, father 2G  short 30. foreign

A t-ratio was deriv.d from the number of syntagmatic re-=
sponges given by the subjects. The results of the analyais
are given in Table 1.

Table T

Data for the High and Low Reading Groups on
Syntagmatic Language Regpontes

Mean 3D of DIff SE
Syatagmatic Mean of of t-
Group Response Score Mean Diff rat{o
High Reading 10 8.23
5 2,23 2.24%

Low Peading 15 7.81

*P .05
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The number of syntagmatic responses for the high reading
group ranged from three to thirty with A mean of ten. The
low reading grcup achieved scores that ranged from four to thirty
with & mean of fifteen. The ?/S Language Inventory in 2 test-
retest reliability situation has a correlatioun of ,78,

The results of che study suggest that one can predict a
subject's reading performance ¢n the basis of his oral lan-
guage responses. A subjest who gives more than fifteen syn-
tagmatic -esponses will obtain a tower score on the Calfifornia
Reading Test than a student will who tends to zive paradig-
matic responses.

While these results suggest that perhaps one could easily
develop his own quick (three=minute) informal reading inven-
tory for the classroom, they would also seem to suggest the
possible advantage of training children in the area of word
assoctates. Since it i3 aspparent that resding tests may make
extensive use of paradigmatic word~associates, the ability to
respond in this manner would certainly enhance the child's

academic pursuits.
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