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PREFACE

We wish to acknowledge the guidance provided to
us by the following individuals Iin cur first venture
into the utilization of federal assistance in the
area of elementary educatlional research:

Mr. Joseph A. Murnin, Director, Educational
Research - Reglon 5.

Mrs. Ellen G. Dye, Research Assoclate, Région 5.

Dr. William Rogge, Professor of Education,
University of Illinois.

Without this assistance the Valley View 45-15
Continuous School Year Plan may have been delayed.

This plan as seen by Mr. Robert M. Beckwlth,
Manager, Educaticn Department, Illinois State Chamber
of Commerce, 1s "a new chapter in the history of
American education.”
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I INTRODUCTION

This final report seeks to answer questions that
other researchers, educators, and laymen will ask about
the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School Year Plan.

In order %o understand the 45-15 Plan one must
necessarily have some background of Valley View School
District #96. Then:the 45~15 Plan will be described in
detaill with an analysis of how. this #45-15 Plan affects
various aspects of the school and community. A chrono-
logical summary of significant happenings and their..
implications. after the plan began operations is
significant. ,

Much of the information in- the.various sections
of this report is .deliberately repetitious so that,
while the section will. no% necesscarily stand alone
as a meaningful document, the section will be more or
less self-contained.

What is the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School
Year Plan? Answer: It is a scheduling plan whereby
the staff members and physical facilities are utiligzed
more days of the year than they would be utilized
under a traditional September through May school year.

Why was the 45-15 Plan developed and implemented?
Answer: The 45-15 Plan was developed out of necessity.
It was not designed primarily as an experimental plan,
an innovation, or a way to add more days of classroom
instruction for the pupils. In the framework of this
report it should be noted that almost every man,
woman, and child in Valley View District #96 will be
affected by this scheduling system.

This plan was developed by professional educators
many of whom live in the boundaries of District #96
and whose c¢hildren will attend school under this plan.
The school board members who made the final decision
on whether or not the school district would be oper-
ated under this plan are all residents of District #96,
aware of the fact that they will have frequent contact
with the parents, businessmen, staff, and others who are
greatly affected by this plan,and who are responsive
to the needs and wants of their voters who elected
them to the school board.

Two other points should be noted. First, this report
is to tell people about the 45-15 Plan--not necessarily
to sell them on the idea that this plan should be
adopted by all other school districts. Secondly,
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it should be noted that this plan is not a panacea
for all problems which are present in the typical
school district. The plan may solve problems of lack
of elassroom space and a few other selected problems,
but 1t will not itself serve as an answer to school
districts which are plagued by some types of problems.

In short, Valley View Schocl District #96 had a
problem. Researc iing found an answer to th's problem.
The solution is working and indlcates that it will
continue to work. .0Other school districts may have
similar type problems that may be wholly or partially
solved by means of a rescheduled school year. -

This report tells of the work and planning done,
data collected and developed, the experience gained, '
and the rationale for various decisions.
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IT A. - VALLEY VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #96
(GENERAL AREA)

Valley View District #96 is closely connected with
several cities. It is a few miles north of Joliet, the
county seat.of -Wilil-County. -  The city of Joliet was
founded in 1831 and incorporatéd by’ the- Illinois General
Assembly in 1857. The:first . seéttlers tn this area of the

Des Plaines River'Valley were attracted by the fertile

soil in the gently rolling prarie terrain, easy access ‘to
large quantities of soft coal," ,a wide variety of stand-
ing timber,.and the Des Plaines River as a means .of trans-
portatiaon. - :

At the present time Joliet is a transporation
center in this section of the Midwest. The Illinois Deep
Water Way (the Illinois-Michigan Canal and the Chicago
Ship and Sanetary Canal) carries a tremendous amount of
barge traffic. Illinois Waterway is a method of bulk
shipment from Lake Michigan (hence all the five great
lakes and the Saint Lawrence Seaway) to the Gulf of Mexico
and all inland ports on the Mississippi-Ohio-Missouri-
Tennessee Rivers System. Shipments of coal, petroleum
products, chemicals, grain, and manufactured goods total
27 million short tons per year. To give some perspective
on this, the Lockport Locks at the southeast tip of the
school district handles more creight tonnage per year
than the Panama Canal.

The 1950 census of Will County was 134,336; the
1969 population was 233,000. Much of this growch of
100,000 persons was in the Valley View School District.

Joliet ranks 8th in population in Illinois but ranks
6th in retail sales in Illinois. Will County serves a
trading area of 1200 square miles with a population of
250,000.

Commercial air transportation from Midway Airport
and O'Hare International Airport in Chicago is only 258

miles and 30 miles respectively from the center of

District #96.



31x bus lines, 79 motor freight lines, and seven
major rallrcads serve the -Joliet Reglon--Will County area
with dally passenger and/or freight service.

Lockport, Illinois, Joliet, Illinois, and the imme-
dlate surrounding area within 15 minutes driving distance
from Romeoville-Bolingbrook has 300 manufacturing in-
dustries, producing 2000 :different products. The principal
products.-include railroad equipment and materials, semi-
finished iron-and steel goods, steel tanks, wire, shoes-
and leather goods, books, wallpaper, many kinds of chemicals
packaging maehinery, road building and earth moving ‘.
machinery, furniture manufacturing, nurseries, .clay and |
cement products, native: stone and finished stone for
construction purposes, electrical power genérating,
lumber processing, sand and gravel.

5

Stateville (more commonly called Joliet Prison),
is on the south bounddry of the school distriet.




VALLEY VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #96
- "(HISTORY)

School District #96 consists of grades Kindergarten
through eight. It is located in Northeastern Will
County, in the State of Illinois. The district's .
boundaries inélude 5/6th of DuPage Township, 1/6th of .a
secetion of Wheatland Township, and 1/3rd of Lockport
township. =

In area, District #96 is one of the largest .
elementary school districts in the State of Illinois.
Due to the proximity of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship
Canal, ‘the:Gulf, :Mobile,' and Ohio, %the Chicago’ and
Indiana Wéstern ». and the Santa Fe Railroads, and the ex-
cellent highways such as inter-state 55, connecting ¥ with
interstate 89, the district is in a position to attract
industry and much more residential population.

The area that now comprises School Distryict #96-
was once divided into 8-1 room country schools.

An’ interesting part of the district's history is
centered on the Village of Romeoville, at present one.of
two only incorporated areas within the district. Rémeo-
ville was originally planned as a romatic twin for Juliet,
(later called Joliet.) Romeoville is located ten miles
north. of the city of Jollet, Illinois. The village was
originally developed around the busy stone quarry trade
along wilth a railroad that stimulated commerce in the
middle igth” century. The area supplied much of the
stone needed’' in early railroad building and other con-.
struction, and it was known as "Stone City." Only the’
coming of concrete brought a decline in the. areas activity
and population. Officially, Romeoville was innorporated
in Illinois on January 21 1895

In 1952; six one—room country schools were unified
by annexation. In 1953, one more one-room country .
school was annexed. Thus, forming School District™ #96
At thet time the population of Romeoville, the only
incorporated area, was 150. The population was rel-
atively stable until 1957.

In 1957, 600 acres were taken into the Village of



Romeoville and the first Hampton Park sub-division was
started. Soon afterwards, many more sub-divisions —
began construction in the rural area with several more ﬁ
sub-divisions of Hampton Park. All of the housing -
developmcnts have grown at a very rapid rate. The

rural areas of the district have experienced a bulld- &
up..and several of the sub-divisions have formed the

Village of Bollngbrook, Illinois.

. From a beginning enrollment of 89 students in : _%
1953 to the district's current enrollment (1969-70) :
of 5,500 students, the taxpayers of District #96 e =
have contlnuzally been able to provide the highest A
quality of education and up-dated facilities for ’
their children.

This fremendous effort of support on behalf of -
the taxpayers of District #96 is outlined in the :
folloming description of each of the District #96 T}
Schools J

VALLEY VIEW SCHOOL

Valley View School was constructed in 1953-54,
with building additions made between the years 1955 to it
1959. The school has 31 classrooms and a capacity of. : -4
930 pupils. _ _ .

PARK VIEW SCHOOL

Park View School was.constructed in 1962-63 with &
building additions made between the years 1963-64. ="
The school has an classrooms and a capacity of 1, 200
pupils.

NORTH VIEW SCHOOL

North View School was constpyucted in 1963- 64 L
The building has 31 classrooms and a capaciﬁy of TR -
1,000, pupils. P
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WEST VIEW JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

-..:

West View Juniwr High School was constructed in
1966-67. The building has teaching stations rather
than traditional classrooms and a capacity of 1, 200
pupils.

BROOK VIEW SCHOOL o o %

Brook View Schooi was constructed in 1968-69.
The building has 16 classrooms and a capacity of
480 ‘pupils. - y

RIDGE VIEW SCHOOL

Ridge View School was completed in 1969. The
building has 16 classrooms and a capacity of 480 pupils.

Thus, the total capacity of students in the
6 District #96 Schools is 5,290 pupils with a
present current enrocllment of 5,500 pupils from 1lst
through 8th grade.

The construction of the 6 previously cited
schools, has, as has been pointed out, a result
of a tremendous growth within District #96. Another
result of constructing the 6 previously cited schools
in the district has bonded itself to a 98% level. :

Presently in the State of Illinois, District #36
can only by law bond for building purposes a maximum
of 5% of the district's assest evaluation. Consequently,
in 1968, District #96 was faced with tiie problem with
having to live with its 6 school buildings, and at the
same time, having to house the continued growth of
students in its schools.

A simple solution to overcoming this problem would
have been to build more schools. As was pointed out,
it could not be done. The taxpayers of District #96
had approved borrowing the maximum amount of money for
building purposes under state law. As a result of
District #96's problem, there could be as many as 60 ;
student-plus in one classroom or half day sessions. !
Distriet #96 not only faced the problem of housing :
additional students, in grades 1-8 through the 1970's |
but the district also faced the problem of meeting the ;
state law affective in 1970 which required the school i
district to provide a kindergarten education.

7o
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Thus, the Board of Education of District #96 at
its August 26th, 1968 Board of Education meeting,
approved the following resolution.

"I move that the Board of Education of 3chool
District #96 direct the District Administrative team to
begin, possibilities of up-dating the District #96 school
calendar. That the ultimate primary purpose.of these .
investigative procedures shall be to design a $ound
educational program for the extended use of school.
facilities and personnel in District #96. Also, .-
that the Administrative Team make recommendations
to the Board of Education on their findings and
that these recommendations shall be made with the
expressed purpose of up-~dating the District #96
school calendar no later than the 1971-72 school
year." . . .
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IT ¢ VALLEY VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #96

cimo 3 ¢ . (HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVEZJ

The Valley View School District #96, ten years ago,
was- a rural area surrounding the small town of Romeoville
which is.astride the ‘Illinois River and is forty five
-miles south west of’ Chicago. The suburban explosion .
overtook ‘it .in 1962.' From a stable school population of
200 pupils, it has grown in the last eight years to 7,200
and probably will not stop until it reaches 15, 000 ‘or
more by 1980 or later. The assessed evaluation per
student dropped from $130,000 to $23,000 in ten yeéars
‘because homes rapidly overwhelmed business industry, and
farm.land. The new families représent the flight from
high density Chicago communities as well as seekers for
the new job opportunities in nearby Argonne National
Laboratory, the Weston Nuclear Reactor and other enter-
prises.  The community has assessed itself to its legal
limit for the construction of new school buildings which
are not ‘enough to take care of expected iIncreases in en-
rollment. Hence,'some expanded use of ex1sting facilitles
Wwas required. The solution was the Valley View 45-15
Continuous School Year ' Plan - -a staggered vacation ap-.
proach. The district's experience with double shifts ak
two schools earlier ruled out shifts ‘as an acceptable
solution. Events happened this way---

About two years ago, a member of the Board of Ed-
ucation recommended to the Superintendent that a study
b2 mgde of year-round school operations. An initial
timetabdle:of -about three years was envisioned, but '
quicklylmbvnting Anterest in the plan changed the time-
table from-ai three—year;study to a two-year tooling up
and implementation plan .

P A \ e

T

Two- major forces speeded 4p the action° The first
was the rapidigrowth:of the! District from 1, ,400 in ' Q;
1961-62 to0:55400-1in".1968=69: =The second force was in
contrast,\the agsessed valuation per pupilywhich -
dropped from $7l 083 in 1960 to $23,472 in 1968. The
result of the two forces was to bring the District to
the 1limit of its bonding power. Sufficient classroom
space was becoming increasingly difficult to achieve.



The first calendar was produced in October 1968.
The prototype visual presentation was ready by December,
1968.

Next a combination slide-~type presentation was
prepared. All faculty, parents who attended parent-
‘teacher meetings and other interested community people
heard -the presentation at least once. Opportunities were
given for questions and answers. Other publicity in-
cluded newspaper-articles, "dial-a-message" presentations,
and radio and television announcements

However,-the detailed consequences of;the program
were not. posed until the actual scheduling of individual
students. was hegun. -A.contract was made with .an out« -
side computer-services, company to test the cost and @ -
possibility of working through computers. The actual
work was initiated . in Junc, 1969 and was completed,
after several adjustments, by December so that written
announcements could be mailed to all families in January.
The announcement told eacn family which of the four va-
cation groups it would be in. Up to that time, this
proved to be the most critical operation of the whole
planning process. The announcement made real to the
famlily that the Plan was a Tact. If a major resistance
were to occur, then letters and phone calls in protest
would deluge the district. -Instead, only twenty-four
phone calls and letters were received, angd most of these
sought clarification and not relief

- The: next toughest Job was the scheduling of the
teachers which progressed through two major stages. First,
a task force was.formed to siudy the ramifications of
the. Plan: for professionals. They came forth with a seriles
of recommendations, the most important:being that in-
dividual teachers have an option about the length of
their contract and that threse teachers could form a
team or "cooperative" schedule. Second, the principals

-then werked with the teachers to produce the actual
- schedules, under the direction of a coordinator.

-10-
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LeveTtoist important 'toinderstand that ‘Ehe" decision to
go with'the 45-15Plan+¥$dther than ofie”0f the'ofher two
brokeh vacation designs‘'was not a-précipitous one. While
neillarge expendlture'ef resourées Was made in’ reaching
that decisicn, the expenditure wds réStribted’ deliberate—
1ly. It seemed: far“betteér'to conicentPéte”in studying the

. variations and:conseduénces of”one ‘DR than ‘tao épend

more time inm:comparing plans.' ‘There seemed to be far .
more significant varlables within each’ plan that needed
attentionithan between plans.“ ‘Whether- thls was a2 wrong’
decision -or not .canndt Be detérmined “With suitab]e fingl-

Tty ntlil sone gthew: ‘Sehool‘dlistiFiet tries “out | the other

plans:in the newrclihfate of "tax-payer Tévolitsi™" While

At isttruesthat applieablcn\of othér year—round p;ans

beforé: . WWII ialli iresulted A evédtual’ ‘abandonment , con-

- celvably one or more might survive now. However, an’

important lesson of these terminated programs was the
resistance of the communities to a kind of cavalier
treatment of the traditional summer vacation. It was
elther shoved to othar times of the year or omitted.

Most families in the Valley View Distriet view the
breaking up of the summer vacation ag an equally accept-
able concept to the solid three month: of vacation, or
an actual improvement. (See review in Section V,
"Possible Alternative Plans.") In hindsight, the de-
cision to study one plan in depth looks even better now.
Far mcie complexity exists than ever conceived of
initially. A. second hindsight is an awareness now that
the concept of staggered vacations, inherent to the
45-15 Plan, and the means of reducing classroom space,
had a peculiar air of obviousness, despite no real ex-
perience with staggered vacation in education. It was
as 1f no one ever really thought about staggered wva-
cations in education, yet when the 45-15 Plan began to be
seriously discussed, it was, well, "just so obvious."

Next, the staff produced a visual representation of
the staggered vacatlions. For the next year, it became

,the core of all discussion. One could look at it and

easlily provide many answers to the question, "What are
all of the consequences if this calendar were to be put
Into effect in the Valley View School District #96,
Lockport, Illinois?"

-]]l=



In the meantime, interest was generated in several
outside groups and-agenciés. - PFirst,: the’ Regional
Office of the USOE- {Chieago; - Illinois) contracted for
-the activitles deseribed in-this report (See especially
Section IV) Second, the- State Superlntendent of Public

helped in struggllng through the many legal entanglements.

This resulted in the enactment of. ‘specific legislation,
making it_clear that the activities wére legal and that
the: school district was entitled to full reimbursement

of -State Aid. Third, the USOE signed a contract with
-the school district to prepare a comprehensive evaluation
design and collect base -line data, the work to be com-
pleted by .July 31, 1970. Fourth many state and national

newspapers. and- other periodicals have printed articles
about - the. Plan s

-12-
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SCHOOL
YEAR

1953- 1954
1954-1955
1955-1956
1956-1957
1957-1958
1958-1959
1959-1960
1960—1961
1961-1962
19621963
19631964
1964-1965
1965-1966
1966-1967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970
1970-1971
1971-1972

¥*Estimated

JPP

" ASSESSED. VALUATTION
- SCHOOL DISTRICT #96

ASSESSED
VALUATTON

14,426,747
16 9u3 827
30 5487256
36 375,813
52, 817 880
55 703 725
59 218 245
63 974 810
65,619,359
69,495,162
87,315,323
91,671,252
95,061,591
97,747,511
112,647,949
116,000,000

120,000,000

126000 ,000%#

132,000,000

. $

- INCREASE

té,éi%,bso
13,304, 429

6 ,127,577

'16 uuz 067

885 845
3 514 520
,756,565

1, 644,549
| 3 875 803
17 8&0 161
4, 355 929
3,393,339

2,682,920
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4 000 000
6 000 000
6 000 000
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-+ . YEARLY-:CHANGE IN
ASSESSED VALUATION PER PUPIL 7]
SCHOOL DISTRICT #96 i

SCHOOL - . VALUATION - I 9. %
_YEAR - ““PER PUPIL © CHANGE™ CHANGE ‘
1.953-1954 ~$ 162,098 |
, , 16 $ 43,612, =269 t
1954-1955 . -. 118,486 ,
S 65,955 +35.80 i
1955-1956 -, 184,441 i,
C ' . 2,562 L= Ll
1956-1957 .. 181,879 i
. .79,596 + 43.87" 1
1957-1958 ... 261,475 .
| 7,116+ w27
1958-1959 -~ 254,359 2
B ‘ +145 ;100 ‘= 57.0 i
1959-1960 +» 109,259 '
; . 38,176 - =358
1960-1961 . 171,083 !
' : 24,2120 3l 000
1961-1962 . 46,871
c o +. 9,807 - ‘2049
19621963 ~.37,064 ‘
. | - 683" S
1963-1964 36,381 ' :
1964-1965 coc 131,470
L SR - B . 4 2 s 8l9 - :9'»0'_-';, ) 7
1965-1966 foe 285651 a
4 . . 25710 - 9.5
1966“1967 PR 25,9’41 TR
B 15 it 0T E
1967-1968 ... 25,926 -
' ' o 2,450 ¢ i Qa5
1968-1969 g 235472
- : 2,032 S I AT
1969-1970 o 21,440

TN B T PO

=y

[T

R .""., 025 . wy 18.8‘| i
915 .. 17-2'1_’5.-3':".fi.I

1970-1971% L AT b
1971-1972 16,500%%
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¥ Kindergarten begins
¥¥Estimated
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- Inithis fashion, three fourths of the. Students. are al- -
" 'Wways'in 'school. = - e

IIT THE VALLEY VIEW 45-15 CONTINUOQUS SCHOOL YEAR PLAN

(R P E O Sk I S U -

FR I Y R B S

The basic format of. .the- plan - is - vepry simple.”
Students are in school for 45 school days and out for
15 school days. The total cyele of 60 (45 + 15)
school days, added to weekends and yvacations, comes to
aboutsthreée:  months ! Four cycYes make up a year. Figure 1
1s a schematic representation for one year.

.Figure 1

However,:in_prder_tofhaveithe-sého&iﬁinféoﬁkihhopé:A

“operation,.only one fourth.of the students are on va~ - !
@ catlon at“any one time.. Hence, the students' are placed

: 1.,
3

Groupd . f 1 ]l o e I ! S ST B S e ey

in four. groups that ‘are. staggered by 15-day periods. :

s+ :One year
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St
. " cai
pii i R A feoe i
hoE 3 .T"‘ 1 STE ‘-15—‘ Ceoedt AN AP end SR

L ;- Quring which a group is in schobli i



Trééks and téééher assignment. variations possible in ﬂ

T
Figure 3 A

Valley View's Junior High Sehool = % -~ 7" - 71
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Summary of Figure 3

Days on :iélijav;ﬂ'i - .-*_' Totallrlfﬂﬁ..._ — ,
Teacher Year Contract : ;-~~Extension- “Contrdct ' '“Groups 2 Worked With

P r o iw s A
Tarrvaygesn ;‘.l"'.,.x':""~ . -

L CF25 i w mem 0 v225° (W) Eng 7-A,B,C,D

M
N . e10 ¢ 30 . 2ko 'f:'gﬁﬁ”hﬁé”ﬁik?c D; Eng8-B D
. B

225 U as 2403 - " (4) Eng_7-A,C,D;Eng8-A,
: R ¢ P 4.

b v)

YT R o~ () Eng 8oa,B,2,D
(e 1 . : : - P

20 15 . 225 © (3)"Eng 85B,c,D
60 - - 30 90 ' (3) Eng 7-B,D; Eng 8-D

s . 180 . ---i 180 (1) Sc 7-h
T .7 180 L —a= - 180 (1) S 7-B

<

210 i5 225  (5) Sc 7-C,D; Sc 8-A,

165 .. . 15 .. 180 (2)'Spﬁji D
S 225 30 255 (4) Se 7-D; Se 8-A,B,C

KoM =

150 30 | 18b‘ : (2) Se 8-c,D

[

205 — 225 . (4) Se 7-D; Sc 8-A,B,D
2,700 .. 180 712,880
E (Band).. 210 (%) - == 210 (%)
P (Football)13s (1/5) o 1z s
G (Library) 210 ' 210

H (Sub~ - ‘ . N
stitute) 60 . . . o o600
T - :.. : . RIS . . : i sLg 3 R
'I;jﬂ“"‘ension means- tnduhtedeﬁcx has extra days into the
" ""next contract period to* complete a 45 day period with one
__class of. students iy '

'é,l'Groups are not based on; ability but on geographical areas.

3. Fifteen days are as "substitute" to cover Science 8-D,
14th period. :
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The initial study by district personnel was made
in September-October 1968. All available literature
was read which made:6bvious that a critical variable had..

Sai fo ot bean festedsin the” ‘fewryear-round operations thzt
AdEw BLAtp d been tpied out. The three-month long vacation,

a r traditionally givem<in the summer, was either moved to

1 " another season of the year for part of the student
?quletion, or moved lentirely -so that a studenat at-
‘tendéed twelve months a year. Not tried was breaking up
Ar u ., the. vacation into two, three, or four parts and Spread-
mamas “*ing 1t throughout the year. All earlier attempts at
bR 2 MQ&?—PQPHQ pperatlon ‘were abanfoned for various’ reasons.

{.(Vr

R SR
o Hiee T ‘.n L

HWOne-reason always seemed present, however, strong emotlonal

resistance existed against long vacations in any. season

-+ but. symmer,’ or agalnst sending students to school for
" twelve months oy
B IR ah l'

The 1iterature also showed a disappointing. lack

Al m e Lof.' degth in’;the available reseabch and evaluation studies.
iy it

Most of the questlons that were raised by the study

group in School District #96_could not_be-answered-ads=-"""""

— == qUA L ELY BY PAST experlence It was soon evident that
what (was tobecome thé Valley View 45-15 Year-Round-Plan

could be a pioneer effort both in operation and in eval-
vations. i) i

Cf ap T ‘Affer ;the decisitdn was made about breaking up the

no ‘““traditiona1 three-month vacation one other guestion re-
mained. Should two, three, or four vacation perlods be
planned9wlk schematict mepresentation is shown in Figure 1.

e ne AT

+ g
S

Figure 5
it i nngﬁﬁear (12 ﬁonths)u Hdi >
1.2 3 b4 -5 6 ~7-°8 9 10 11 12
("90—30" Schaool “f: Yace . .. ALEOhOOT' wéﬁgﬁj
"60-20" Sohool Vac“!rée foYor] b.&ac chool_x — ?ac;r._
ny5-15" School! v | School | vV |Sechool v! Seﬁeol:.flivfﬁ

The staff was then forced with & dilemma. Should

all of the remaining exploratory activity be spent on

comparing the three aglternatives, or on studying in great—-e

er depth all of the options possible under one plan? The
dilemma was resolved by comparing all of the . possible good
and poor features that the staff . could conce; j&@ of. A
summary .of. these considerations 1is; shown,in Higure 2.
However, despite all of the pluses and minuses listed,

one over-riding consideration existed -~ What.wacation
pattern will the community most 1ike1y accept°
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Vacafi§ﬁ$

Scheduling

Continuity

Staff judgements on.

Figure 2

three broken-vacation.plans:

Cwgggen

_"60-20"_

111145_15"‘_

Lt —————— <o e ——— it

Month and a half is .
too long in any pe-
riod but_ summer (=). .
Half of families
would not have any
vacation near or dur-
ing summer (--).

—— —— - (— o S T " iy s ot S et g St g s o g o

“students would be
changed around
less often (%-).
More easlly ex-
“plaigeq to commu-~
nity (£).

Too simlilar to
traditional vaca-

~ Month-long vacation

not satisfactory in
winter (=). -
famllies would not
have - summer vaca-
tion (--).

children lose con-
%act with schools
-).

-19-~.

- — . g S (o S S oy D s St D et s St

‘Both faculty and. T U

. Thyde weeks of va-

cation in each

segsorn’ of the year

for all families (%)
Families have more

i flexibility in com-
pining with legal

holidays (#). Some
families might ob-
ject to the shorter
but more numerous
vacations (-).

--"More: flexibility

possible (#-).
Diffiuult to ex-.
plain to the’ com- '
munity (-=). '

- - — S s s it S g p i it g St St g b |

Short vacations
often.give...
resplte to stu-
dents but keep
them emotionally
closer to school

(%

P st . mp G s St s D o g S g et it M M e St it P St it {o D D g e S g $AY S g A D g W SRS s G St St g it TP GG St G SRS At S S e SRS R S D GG g S it g S Sy S0




—
-

Figure 2 gt
(cont.)

ngo-30m | wgo-po" 515

Finances No:evident;differencés'};;vg;. e i

-+ }.- Schedules need N . ....|..Schedules need <
- changing less o S  {.chapging; every 3 -.

nn [Toftent (%) . ' ' weeks:, . but  the =

regularly most 1
schedules could be | =
repeated every 45 |
R e days.. (=) .-

%Adminis- f: g f:u:4 f f o ' ‘.Mofé‘péper:work j
tration |. = .7 i ; _ .| for. principals i
o and some others

| e A

]
o
prinese- |

]

b
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PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE.COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS

The two-page description entitled "The Valley View
45-15 Continuous Scliool Year Plan" together with:the calendar
entitled "Valley View 45-15 Plan, Developed by School
District No. 96, Lockport, Illinois," was copyrighted in
1969 by the Board of Education, Valley View School District

‘.#96_(Class A, Registration No. A 87232).

Permission to reproduce this copyrighted material has
been granted by the Board of Education, Valley View School
District #96 to the Educational Resources Information
Center (ERIC) and to the organization operating under con-
tract with the Office of Education to reproduce ERIC
documents. Reproduction by users of any copyrighted

- materials contained in documents disseminated through the

ERIC system requires permis-ion of ‘the copyright owner.

A

HIS COPY:
- ISSION TO REPRODUCE T
R’I’(Esl:{!I'AED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED

BY J: E‘ C'/IO'\-'E

Ny

REQUIRES PER- . ._.. .
SIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM € . .
?A’]‘;SION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER. ‘\.
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Children from one family are.on one group s
This obviously permits the whole family to T
have. vacations at thée same time ’

: Families in small geographical areas are

placed in the same . group. :‘This permits
neighborhood informal social groups to
continue.

When one group goes on vacation,'another
group comes back from vacation Ordinarily,_
the . returning groups w1ll go to the rooms
Just vacated.

If the teacher remains in one room which
is possible if she works the full” year, thenj
she will have :a different group of students
every. #5,:school days. ' If the teacher takes
her vacations to.match one group, which is’
possible if she works only 180 days, then
she w1ll change rooms to match the students

No one variation has been incorporated in-
to the plan-in-order to: give teachers maximum
flexibility ~Teachers can work Tfrom 180 days,
as in the regular school year, up to 240 days
that..are; possible in the year round plan. "

Teachers 11ving in School District #96 who
have. -children will ordinarily teach the same
group.that their childven are in. - The ex-;w.'
ception willbe-a teacher who is" employed

during.-all perieds; thereby making it ir-

relevant whether he teaches in the same group
that . his children are in. © T
Special education classes, being ‘'small and P wf
in number, will have® &11- groups in one class.L
Thus, there might be 20 assigned-to one class—;
room buf only. 15 - (assuming 5 dn each group)
would. be! present at- any one: time .

23— .



In the junieor high-school (West View Junior
High School), since theré are no self- ,
contained classrooms+as in-the elementary,
the scheduling is both easier and harder.. .
It 1s.easier to . wobrkiout edd schedules be-:
cause there .is mii¢h greater variety in act-
ivities. . It is+harder because yet another
variable is thrown into the mix. It also’
causes difficulty if a spe01al class or
activitiy. such as :‘a band or: foocball, draws
upon -the :whole sehool. In- that case, ‘the
students..on:vacation would often 'Be filssing’ .
unless they were especially interested in "' -
the activity. However, the rotation of
students would be -an advantage‘to many
teachers and in many activities because a”
smallen.number would be-involved over a -
longer. perlod thereby: giving. the teacher o
more %ime:-for, inleldual attention -
Because of the large 51ze of West Vlew
Junior ngh School (over 1300), each group,.
could; .in-efifect; make up-a: school.f The 300*_
students could: be treated asby separate
school with the-eachers -assignéd to them -
taking vacations at.thesame time~ as thé = :
students In. many ways; ithé greup “could’ ‘con:’
sider themselves on a quarter system, as | .
far as, grades -and -assignments: ‘were concerned_
It. deflnitely weuld not: be a. quarter system
as far as..vacations:are concerned; for tra- o
ditional. summer vacation:is: brokeh ‘into L
four segements dlstrlbuted throughout the year

L B
el ly

However, most of the kteachers: desired more
than 180 days‘ employment, so that meant o
building a: schedule:that: eut- across groups
just, as in the: elementaiy= schools’ " Thé " '
great. fleylbillty possdble in the’ plan allowed
for teachers. to be employedlqn various va-
cation oomblnatlons .Bome:. of the pos8ibilities
are indicated in Flgure 3.

-24_
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7.

8.

The Plan can be 1nitiated at any time, and -

Valley,VieW chose to start it on June 30, _ ;
19705," SO’ that at the end of the first year, :
students ‘would have . covered the .same mat~- ‘
erial by September 1971 as..they .would have
with the ‘traditional . school year. This:.

was deemed an important psychological ad—

vantage with the community

TOC LG

d'

However, e. Plan could be initiated -at
any time. As® 1t 'i's.a continuous .year round
operation, there 1s no. inherent advantage.to
start “oné time rather than another. Only.
many relatively minor or 1mportant local
considerations would determine the, starting
date. Fobp example,'starting during the tra-
ditional summer vacation period .would.mean
tHat " t4x monies would, be required three : -
months earlier to pay. salaries, though- the
amount of" salaries would be 1ess per month. be-
cause thHéy would be spread over 12 months: ;
instead of nine. (When teachers are now ;
pald over 12 months, the iast three months : :
come’ after the period of employment, which:-
is a’ year later.and further increasing the:
time in whicﬁ,to collect taxes ) e et

Othér" <'ignif‘icant feat ”esfoffthé 95515'
Pian are: N - SR R

a. This scheduling pattern will be used
for an entire school district, not Just
one bullding or grade level.

b. This plan is reviewed as an on-
going, permanent arrangement; it is
not a pllot project or experimental
program or short term plan.

c. The calendar schedule, census work,
curriculum modificatlon, community
public relations efforts, staff
assignment procedures, and solutions
to transportatlion problems were locally
concelved and implemented.



d.

~This plan of: year round scheduling is'l
educationally ‘sound i Literally hundred<.-
of'teachers :and otheér persons. with train-a

.ing.and/or experience in" education haVe

studiedthe -plan; no onehas critlzed
the plan ‘as having: educational short—
comings or\any signifioance. S
Illlnois school financing will support
this method of school operation. The
feelirig '6f the 'sc¢hool bourd and- the

rschool administrators - is; "If we can't

-make '1t. en our ‘own from the beginning

without .special financial aid, we had’
better :not: start and take a chance of .

'1051ng ‘this special‘“inancial_help."'i;:;h

~Th1s HS 15 ¢lass attendanc _arrangement
fullfills ‘all state ‘and federal 1egislation
and: legal interpretations in regard to ... .
equality of education for all residents of
the|school district.- ’ T NPT

The continuous school year plan to be ;j
usedﬂprovides for the observance of all
legal-hélidays: and a nine nalendar day R
for everyone-at the traditional religious
perlods of Christmas and Easter. 1In
additlon, there is summer closing of seven,
to eleven days. All pupils have a 15 class
day vacatlon 1n each season.

-26~ -
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IV A, (1) TEACHER SCHEDULING - GENERAL

The teacher scheduljing problems- are easily solved
under the 45-15 Plan if.the teacher is on the same
vacation (i.e., follows the group of her students) as
her students are on. But using:only this soiution was
considered unsatisfactory for several reasons. (1) The
teacher would receive no;more:pay than under the existing
salary -schedule as she- would still be working only
the regular -180. days.- ..(2) Team teaching would be much
more difficult. becauSe members- of the.team would be on
vacations at different. times. -(3) The teacher would .
have to change rooms every cycle, for a total of four
times a year. (U4) Some teachers would resent the loss
of the three summer months which are frequently used
for non-school employment

The,e problems are more obvious on the following

‘bééic s»hedulnng outline (Figure: 5)., showing how

three,classrooms must be used:to.. accommodate four
groups :of- students. The- letters A, By C iand D repre-
sent: four ‘different groups. ;

Figure 5
Periods (one period = 15 school days)

1234567891011 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Classroom X AAADDDCCC B B B A A A D D D

Classroom Y BBBAAADD D C C € B B B (aA)a)l
Classroom % CCCBBBA A A DDUDTGCC c(p)l

Beginning new
centract year

lp and B Tracks here are starting thelr second year of
instruction under the 45-15 Plan.

2mPhe actual beginning of a "“contract year" is arbitrary.
It could be any time.

27—



Note the various possibilities®

1. ":One’ ‘tegeher’ could ‘stay in ong classtoom for
*“‘oné whole'year, thereby woirking 240 days *
216! periods) ‘and ‘tegehing four different ,
‘groups, of* students ‘in a year ‘s ‘time.” How=
. ever, betalse two other’ telachers ‘share' the,
“game ‘four roups of*" students during ‘the 't
-yeér and because they probably would work
tOgether cJﬁsely ‘(especially "if the rooms’
U were physibally élose’ together and’ the'”‘
- jfstudents were about the same’ age group)
w0 i S this” option was” calléd the Meogperative®’
o owes 'plan by the’ teachers who chbse to work 240
Lrtuip VLT days. s

e o Pl neee s e

. 2. One teacher could stay with one group of
R students’,’ but change" classrooms as" indicated
s int Flgure 5. The’ teacher would take" vaca-"
o Uty ofion-periods’ the” ‘same time as’ the students,
LY S g hereby necessitating four' téaéhers to: be
employed, with each teache?’ working only' -
180 days (12 periods).

-
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1. Unemployment of these teachers would occur
until the program was: in full operation,
beginning with the third period.

2. The figure seems to indicate that teachers
M and N are unemployed in periods .17 and 18,
but the cells with the "X"-are ‘technically
in the contract period of the second year.

3. Various comblnations of the above two approaches
could be worked out. . The schedules in Valley
View actually worked out contain several vari-
ations for the 1970-71 academic year.; They
Include: ‘

a. Three cooperative teachers each working
225 days (15 periods) with "substitute"
teachers employed for the three perlods
(one for each teacher) that they are on
vacation. The vacations would be
staggered so that at l¢ast two of the
three regular teachers would be always
on duty. -

b. Three teachers work under the cooperative
plan but for only 180 days (12 periods).
Thus, the schedule durlng the perlods
12 through 18 would appear as in.Figure 7.
During two periods there would be all
"substitute" teachers. - Actually, the

- "substitute” teachers most likely would

be regular teachers not _in a cooperative
group but who want more than 180 days of
employment

Figure 7
Teachers under -a modified cooperative plan
Periods (one period = 15 school: days)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Classroom X M S1 S1 .81 S1 M. M |
S . ¥ +S = substitute
Classroom Y N N S2.82 S2r 82 N . teacher

Classroom Z O O O :83 83 S3 783 M,N,0 = regular
teachers
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led All“téachers‘in oné school work 225
days,.stay in own classroom, and take
an extra vacation for one period (15
school days) but staggered among the
teachers involved . Lo

What ‘greatly aided the scheduling problems with _
teaechers were a séries Of planning sessions by a group of
twenty teachers whq produced a series of questions and:
answers (see, Appendix) “8nd’ “the idea of. the"ccoperatiVe ;
plan" with thréd teachers 'working together as a team.

Some of the questlonstraised related to .scheduling were:
answered:as Tollows'

Matching of* qroups of teacher and ner children
i ""J‘_’

If a teacher’'s group does not match that OP her
childrer; the gréup ot eithér can be éharnged, but it is
preferred to chan%e the working days .of the teacher
rather than the a tendancc days of the children... Re- :
scheduling students is much more difficult than teaehers.

School Year and Contract e Thews 1o ‘f_:

- The school year for a teacher is’ the perlod covered
by the contiact, whéther 18076t moré days), and covers ;. .
the time that the groups she ueaches is in school Thus
in 1970, thecontract for: group A’ ‘Wil ‘begin'on June 30

1970, while for group D it will begin on September “1,'1970.

Lr e e . 3

Substitute Work

%
e

-,; el

. A teacher can choose either to be under substitute
status during her wacation:periods, ‘gnd’ thus'vefuse ' °
work on any specific day, or be on full employment with.-
consequent hilgher.pay but be subject to placement as’ _';
needed, either to .cower:a vacation period of- another}l.:
teacher or a regular substitute need. L

Class Loads

Expected class loads will vary from 27"to 30 students
per class during the 1970-71 academic yeal.“*No -additional
variation in class slize 1s expected bécatise”of the plan.
The average size will be about the same iri* 1970 ‘as 1969
There is nothing inherent in the 45-15- Plan'that requ
larger or smaller classes.

Switching of Groups - :u_-u_,”;'{:tf{ e

Teachers will be allowed to switch groups at the end
of the year if there 1s an opening, unless a need should
arise earlier.

-31~
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IV A (2) STAFF STATISTICS FOR FIRST YEAR OF 45-15
(AS*OF JUNE 23, '1970) |

1. 34.2% of staff working full year
27.7% of staff working extended but not full year:.
38.1% of staff working traditional year .

2. 25.3% of primary teachers working full year
13.4% of primary teachers working extended but. not
full- year
61.3% of primary teathers working traditional.year .

3. 40.8% of intermediate teachers working full year ... -
16.8% o intermediate.teachers working €xtended but
not full year
22 47 -of intermediate teachers working traditional year

y, 49 9% of junior high" teachers working full’ year
39.0% of Junior high teachers .working extended year;.
114 1% of junior high teachers ‘working traditional year

5. 61.9% of staff working extended to full year T
38.7% of primary teachers working extended.to.full year
57'67“of intermediate teachers working extended to -
fulliyegy " e
88.9% of- junior high teachers working extended to Cop
fuil year ';;;;‘ : et i

S 1

(@)

20 67 of female teachers working full year . Ca g
26.8% of female teachers working extended but not -
full year

526% of“female teachers working traditional year

7. 6I.1% of male teachers working full year R TR
32.4%of male teachers working extended but- not ST
fu1l yehp e

6.5% of male teachers working traditional year

... .221.5 Teachers . e

~ 4,0 Task Force , .. .. . L e

v U,0 Nupses™ .. . . - S e

gl Counselors . < S D e

‘2.0 Deans ' e BRI T
5.0 Consultants

TOTAL 240.5 Staff Members
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TEACHER WORK YEAR

VALLEY VIEW 45-15 CONTINUOUS SCHOOL YEAR 1970 71

e e 23, 1970

Number of Days of Contract- Year

bays” " © " ' TEACHERS = PBRCENTAGE
P S T N SR U UL S A RS K o “ o

(a) 175 R S : 1 et ‘ .Q%

(b) T O S (R

(e) 204 030 ST e L2805 o

(f).;;ﬂ, :gﬁs?ﬁzﬁ:::”; SRETETERUREE sl e BEEIRR ¥
(8) . 220 oo e B we o oL g
(h) . B el Qe e e 3L TR
(i)_J?n%_gaA.;_,_;34‘.;”ﬁﬂﬁn,7 S R STRNET RIS S ST AU | 14
(3) L R25 i v ey i et e g
(x) . R26 (o vt et et o o7 g
(1) g 229 e ot ccovinen o 3Bitams G o 113068
(m) .ﬂj;& é§3 BT VRPN S o 0 VIRY REE IR L L
(n) 2u4 64 26.47%
(o) 259 ' 1 47
(p) 274 18 7.4%

Traditional Year (184 days) vs. Extended Year:

o
(a) 38,1% of teachers will work traditional year.

(b) 61.9% of teachers will work extended year of
192 to 274 days.

(e) 34.2% of teachers will work full year of 244
to 274 days.

4 RNS
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Kindergarten Teachers.

Kindergarten teachers will work traditional

year of
184 days, full day or half day.

Primary Teacher Contracts: Grades 1-3

(a) ﬂp3.6i.3% of Primary-teachers will work 184 days.
(b) . 5.3% of Primary teachers will work 199 days.
(e) é.75.3% of Primary teachers will work 214 days.
(a) 2.7% of Primary teachers will work 229 days.
(e) - 25.3% of Primary teachers will work 244 days.

Intermediateé Teacher Contracts:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

2.4

9.2%

1.3%
0 1.3%

5.3%
"1.3%

18.47.

40.8%

of Intermediate
of Intermediate
of Intermediate
of Intermediate
of Intermediate
of Intermediate
of Intermedia%e

of Intermediate

teachers
teachers
teachers
teachers
teachers
teachers
teachers

teachers

3l .

will
will
will
will
will
will
will

will

work 185
work 199
work.ZbU
work 206
work 214
work 2&5
work 229

work 2&&

RNS:*
D96

days.

days.

days.
days.
days.
days.
days.
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Junior High Teacher Contracts: Grades.7-8 = -

(a) .. '11.1% of Junior High teachers will work'iBﬂ days.
(b) - 1.9% of Junior High teachers will workvigg dayé;
(¢) 1.9% of Junior High teachers will work 204 days.
(d) - - ¢ 1.9% of Junior High teachers will work 210 days.
(e) . ., 1.9% of Junior High teachers will work ééh days.
(f) - :29.6% of Junior High teacliers wiil work 229 days.
(g) - . 1.9% of Junior High teachers will work 234 days.
(h) 16.6% of Junior High teachers will work é&u davs.
(1) - . 1.9% of Junior High teachers will work ésh days:
(37 “31.4% of Junior High teachers will work 274 dayé:

Female Teacher Contracts (164.5)

DAYS TEACHERS PERCENTAGE

(a) 184 86.5 52.6%
(b) 192 1 .6%
(c) 199 12 7.3%
(d) 204 2 1.2%
{e) 206 1 .6%
(f) 210 1 .64
() 214 9 5.5%
(h) 224 1 .67
(1) 225 1 .6%
(5) 229 v 16 9. %%
(k) 244 29 17.6%
(1) 274 5 3.0%
-35-
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Mole Teacher Contracts  (77) .

. DAYS . ... ., ... . TEACHERS. - - . PERCENTAGE
(&) . 18h ... s oeug
() 199 . ... . =3 e ot o3.99 0
(c) . 204 3,;_i,u coon e e e e 1,39
(). 226 1 139
(éﬁn_ 229 R & 22.1%
(ry 234 1 oo s 1.3%
(é)_ 235 | . . 1.3%
(ﬁ) 239 S 1 . 1.3%
(i)'_h by - i - k2,99
() 259 1 ~ 1.33
(1) 274 13 IS 16?9%
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Starting and End*ng Dates for Teacher Contracts Under

The U45-15 Schedule for 1970-1971 School Year

11 days (a)

15 days (a)

30 days (ai‘

33 days (a)
34 days (a)

39 days (a)

P
TS

40 days (a)

45 days (a)
(b)

75 days (a)

184 days (a)

192 days (a)

199 days

NN N~
Q0 OD
S s s s s

R, STy :

— ke

June 30, 1970
July 21, 1970

L R !

July 21, 1970

July 15, 1970

sy 15, 1970

June 30, 1970

e, - [
i R e B 1

June 29, 1970

to

to

to

to

to

to

to

November 5, 1970

June 30 1970
S A

5

que,BO; 1919

June 24 l970
Tuly 15, ‘1970

to

to

td

to

ISR

(:. <

July 14, 1970

En H

August 10,

August; 28,1970

Py e,

August 21,

PN
Vot

August 21,

DA A

to May 3,

Aﬁgusﬁvéléi

AR VI

1970

August 31, 1970

1971

rmayrzl,w;971j

June By 1971

. May 11, 19
‘..";-Ju:l.y 15’ U 1970 to June 23,

71
T971

August 5, 1970 to July 26, 1971
August 26, 1970 to June 2,

August 26, 1970 to August 16, 1971

1971

August 24, 1970 to June 11, 1971

June 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971
July 15, 1970 to May 11, 1971
July 15, 1970 to June 23, 1971
August 5, 1970 to June 2, 1971
August 26, 1970 to June 23, 1971

wivid” A

1970, . |

1970

1970

[EER TSI

?,';'-\:!.‘!.970 e

(A



202 days .(a) August 21, 1970 to June 23, 1971
204 days (a) June 23;°1970 to'June 23, 1971 =~

206 days (a) June 24; 1970 to June 23, 1971

Tt

210 days (a) ' August 10,1970 to June 22, 1971

214 days (a) June 24, 1970 to May 11, 1971
(b) June 24, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(e) . June.24, 1970 to June 2; 1971
(@) July 15, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(e) July 15, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(f) . August 5, 1970 to August 16, 1971
(g)  August 5, 1970 to June 23, 1971

221 days (a)  Augiust 5, 1970 to August 16, 1971
224 days (a) ‘Juné 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971

225 days  (a) . ’August 5, 1970 to July 26,,?971 P

229 days (a) June 24, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(b) Jurie 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(¢) July 15, 1970 to June 23, 1971
Ed) August 5, 1970 to.July 26,1971
e)

August 26 1970 to- August 165 1971

) v A K REE RN
A
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234 days'
236 days .
239 days |
| 240 éayé-: 

244 days -

259'dazsﬁ

274 days

(a)

(a)

(a)

L

June 24, 1970 to June 17, 1971

August 17, 1970 to August 16, 1971
June 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971 "
~ June 30, 1970 ‘to-June 23, 1971 .

June .24, 1970 to June 23, 1971

July 15, 1970 to July 26, 1971

' August 5, 1970 to August ’16, 1971 B
-'June-zu;'1979 ;o‘July 26, 1971 N

~ June 24, 1970 to August 16, 1971

~30-
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IV A (3) ITEMS NEGOTIATED FOR THE 1970—1971 SCHOOL YEAR

1.

10.

Profess1ona1 growth requlrements as requlred in the
past are abollshed ca . j

Guldance and Counsellng program for the 1970-71
school year will be no less than that available in::
the 1969-70 sc¢hool year.

Extra duty assignments (outside the normal teacher-day)

will be ass1gned only ‘with the consent of the teacher.

All openlngs for positions in the distrlct will be
posted in each building for the information of all

certified personnel in.the, district. This information -

will be updated -whenever a position becomes available
or is filled.

T BERCE N
LN RN

Where staff members aré engaged in school-related

meetings and activities after school hours, they
may be released early at the discretion of the
principal.

The president and 2nd vice-president of the Associ-
ation will each be provided two (2) hours per week
to work on Association business.

Complete information on insurance coverage will be
secured from the insuring companies and provided
for each teacher.

Two emergency leave days will be granted by the
bullding principal to allow for activities which
cannot be scheduled at any other time.

A compilation of all welfare provisions (including
the grievance procedure) will be printed and dis-
tributed to all certificated personnel.

Each teacher on a 184 day schedule will be entitled
to 18 days sick leave per school term. Additional
sick leave days will be pro-rated upward for teachers
working an extended year. Unused sick leave days are
cumulative up to 120 days. A note from a physician
may be required after 4 consecutive days of absence.

-U0-
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11. " Stilpends for add1tional actlvitles will be in- ..
creased: by 6.5% Grd a salafy schedule for these
~-getivities. will be included in the compllatlon of
welfare provisions. - '

12. Salary: adJustments for additlonal hours earned will
be reflected in the first paychecks following the
adjustment dates of July l September 30, and .

~4~March 15 The L .

) T P
R T ot
S A A SR F O] . ‘ t

13. Escrow'aocounts for leaves of absence mayube set up
~ghrough tHé "Lockpdrt Area’ Credit Union Changes 1n
such deductions will be reflected in the first’ pay-
checks following the adJustment dates .of July 1,

Septenber 30, and March l B

14, Paychecks will be distributed every 2 weeks during
the teacher g contract period

7y g:_;.' : L
RRRSTA e i i

15. The salarieS*of nurses and the v1sion—hearing tech-
“ nician will be “increased: by 6. 57 for the 1970 71
contract. year:

16. -In--the' case’of teachérs'employed in’ District 96
prior to the 1969+70 ‘S¢hool yeatr, salary will be
based on either post-degree or cumulative hours . =, .- S
whichever isfof'greater financial benefit to the'uj:
tepcher. ' For teathérs: employed subsequent to this
time, all hours must be post-degree. o

17. It has been mutually agreed that current efforts to
1imit class size at all levels be continued, realiz-
ing that limitations 1n filnancing and facilities must
be to some degree governing factors. It has also
been agreed that as facilities and finances permit,
schedules may be adjusted and addltional staff employed
in an effort to lighten the load of non-teaching
responsibilities of certificated staff members.
Teacher aides will be employed as needed and a pro-
gram involving high school students will be in-
augurated.

18. The Welfare Committee of the Associatlon and the
Administration will meet on a monthly basis to im-
prove communications. This roundtable will insure
the selectlon of teachers and administrators to en-
gage in serious academic study leading to:

a. curriculum revision
b. textbook selection
C. handbook development

d. planning for institute days (including
3% day sessions)

I -




19.

20.

21.

rr‘hey'will alse:WOrk to insure the participation of
teachers in community meetings. Roundtable meetings
will be placed on the calendar. '

School .dismissal - Excéept for days when faculty
meetings,. staffings etc. are held, all teachers in.

the district are.ito . arrive une—nalf hour prior to -
the beginning of the student day and are free to’ Ieave
one-half hour after the end of the student day unless
otherwise agreed to*. On days preceeding holidays,

all teachers may leave fifteen minutes after the end
of the- student dayb

*In buildings containing primary and inter-'
mediate students, intermediate teachers are .
dismissed 15 minutes after the end of 'the .
students day, to coincide with the day for
primary teachers. West View teachers are to
arrive 20 minutes prior to the beginning of .
i+ the student day and are free to leave 20
minutes after the end of the student day.

Provisions for payroll deductions will be outlined in
the COmpilation of welfare provisions.l

Every effort will be made to give District #96

teachers the opportunity: to: substitute during their
scheduled time off periods.’®

~ho-
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TEACHER SALARY SCHEDULE FOR 1970-1971 (184 DAYS)

S AT
PG :

2nd MA
‘0 CAS

8100
8387
3547
8813
9079
9345
9718
9984

10,517
10,783
11,209
11,433
il,635
11,848
12,060
12,594
12,807
13,200



TEACHER SALARY SCHEDULE FOR 1970-1971 (DAILY RATE)

+10 +20
140 150

+15-° 2nd MA
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'SCHOOL, NURSE .SALARY SCHEDULE ~ 1970-71 {184 DAYS)

HOURS 60(BN) 70 80 Q0 i 106 110

" YEARST "« ' ‘ AT I

L0 5865 . 5965 6065 .. 6165: ; 6265 6365
1 . 6071 . 6177 6284 .. 6390. .. 6497 ¢ 6603

n

' 6177 . 6284 .. 6390 -, 6497 . 6603 - 6710
3 6284 6300 _ 6497  6603. - 6710 - 6816
e 6390 6497 6603 . 6710- 6816 . 6923
5 | 655.0 6656A 6763_ . 6869 . 6976 7082
6 6710 6816 6923 . 7029.. . 7136 . 7242
'T 7 6869_ 6976 7082, . 7189 . .. 7295 : THO2
8 7082 7189 7295 ,.THO2 . 7508 . 7615
9 7295 7402 7508 .7615. . 7721 . 7828
' io | 750’81_ | '761}.55_; -7721; , 7828 . .7934 ..8041

1. Nurses with a degree in nursing, nursing
education or education gre plgced on the
]~teachex S salary scheduie according to
. education and experlence

2. 'Nurses ‘réééive tne same frlnge benefits
~as applied to .certified personnel.




" YEARS

.+ SCHOOL ‘NURSE ‘SALARY SCHEDULE 1970-71 (DAILY RATE)

.. HOURS. .60 (RN)

7007 -80- - °90° 7 TUFIGO . 110

N OH o

O OO =~ O U &= W

10

- 31.

- 33

33.
34,
34,
35.
36.
- 37.

39

39.
.

88 -
.00

57

15 -

72

59
46
33
NP

64

81

32.81 © 32.96 33.50  34.04  34.59
33.57  34.15  34.72  35.30  35.88
30.15  34.72  35.30  35.88  36.16
34.72  35.30 35.88  36.46  37.05
35.30  35.88 36.46  37.05 37.63
36.18 36.75 37.33  37.92  38.48
37.05 37.63 38.20  38.76  39.35
37.92  38.48 39.07 39.64  40.22
39.07 39.64  40.20 © 40.81 : 41. 38,
Tho.22  40.81 41.38  41.96 42,55
T 41.38 41.96  42.55  43.11  43.70

Nurses with a degrae 1n rur51ng,

T nur51ng educatlon or cducation arc

placed orn the teacher's salary schedulc

. according .to education and experience.

. Nurses receive the same Tfringe benefits

as applied to certificed perscnnel.
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Iv. B (1) .  DISTRICT WIDE CENSUS " co T

A complete door to door census ‘was taken in Valley
VieW‘School District #96 Will County, Illinois, during
the suminer of 1969,

fiui School reCOrds, patterns of growth and other

sociological factors’ were .studied, in. order to make real—

o Astier projections of. school needs.: in this. distrniet, " It

T was’ suspected (and later confirmed) that .a dispro= U
portionate number of pre=school children .were! 1iving in
the“district “Also. becauqe ‘District, #96;is: about/ 'sixk
miles in length (North £0 South) and from three to six
miles in width (East to West),. a more precise ‘géographical
description of houses An.the rural-area. would greatly
aid bus routes and time sohedulesinq IR SR
N . BRI I

ap The District #96 Band Parents Association and £He
parents of the Geﬁman Club students were eontacted to’
organize and’ carry. out .the actual contracting.of house—
holds . ‘N“'mailing of .census . .forms was, dcnerat this time.

The school board authorized payment of 25¢ per
derisus” ‘form completed in: the Hampton.:Park area and the
Bolingbrook area. In the rural -areas 50¢: per completed
NPorm T WA'S paid and census takers provided their own trans—
portation and other expenses e Rvees
SIS utandardized form was designed forfsimplicity of
filling inj ‘ecoding, "and’ key punching from this one form.
Written item by item. directions -Were -prepared.ifor’ the
cehSus takers., Maps were furnished' “A& lettér from®
Mr." Prucé Webster, President .of, the..school-hoard and:
from’ Mr Shanks, Pres1dent of the Bolingbrook- Village
BéaTd “whi‘eh explained the reason :for :the reensus and  whizh
ask for the cooperation of all residents was given to
each census taker - N Ju?=~”.” L .gv“ﬁr

ey . L B ;, . ',--~{--. . )‘_

[
il

."
fopn T - X

T ‘SeVeral Dial- Into-Education messages mentlonihg the
cerisus were tilized., Fliers Wwere. given -to: bhe:‘children
ifi”sehool- to ﬁake home _ Several items were: furnished -
to‘the 1OCa fnewspapers -and were printed‘by them.- el
SR N Y o N L PU T YA B

o Mps Ann Pouk of the Band Parents distributed'and
collected materials and . asslgned areas:to; the: eensus

takers." Almost all the census takers were women. RRREE

=47~



Pilot Census. College View, ‘a ‘compact housing area
near Lewils College, was selected for a pilot census
because it:was:'an ‘area with definite boundaries and
seemed to have a wide range of ages of children.

The pilot census in College View was exceptionally
good-. iA.100% completion of the census forms. was

*.-achieved. for -every household This rate and accuracy of

T returh.is rarély achieved without an extended period of

time and unusual- expense - In the three houses where

-"the’ résidents ‘were' on vacation, neighbors supplied all
information including birthdays of children.

Taking the pilot census was conducted so rapidly
and accurately that census taking was started ‘in
Hampton Park and Bolingbrook simultaneously. Land
developers supplied plat maps and house address . .list-
ings. A-high school girl was employed at an hourly rate
to copy addresses to census sheets to insure that. all
houses were 'listed. Periodic checks of accuracy were

‘made as .completed forms were turned in.

- In:the rural -areas a miailing address was sacured

.since four ‘different’ post offices serve the rural re- -
:.:8idents. and no ‘clezrly-defined delivery areas have been
:ascertained. Description of hasuseé locations in the

rural areas were expressed in terms of mgjor roads. inter-
secting roads and milage distance. No effort was made

- to. idehtify townships or physical land marks

Registration Cross Check A two day registration pro—

gram - ‘at three of the schools was held in September.
Census’.returns which had been- keypuncbed and listed on
a print out sheet were checked. Omissions and errors

-;were noted and corrected.

Updating. A structured procedure for adding new res-
idents and closing out those residents who moved out

of the district: was 'set up. "As soon as. a person moves
-into ithe: district 'a ceénsus form, set of directions for

completing census forin, &nd a stamped return envelope
are mailed to the resident If a parent appears at one
of the schools to enroll the child, the school clerk
supplies 4a-census form for: the parent to fill .out, and
the .. school clerk forwards the form to the Research
Office.
When a pupil moves away from the district, the
school clerk sends a notification to the Research Office
and the census information is vremoved from the file.
Movements within the district are processed in the
Research Office so that pupils can be assigned to the

E N
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proper group assignment and the proper schocl building.
© SevVeral followup reports of the census results appeared
in the 1ocal and regional newspapers.'.

The consensus of opinion of administrators and others
familiar with the pupil scheduling for the 45.15 .Plan
oo 7. is-that -the" census was- very necessary to the im- Lo
. .plémentation of " the" pupil ‘scheduling for . the first and
.al80° for subsequent vears ; School records by themselves
21 . wWéUld-not have been | sufficient tQ project pupil .
v seheduling “intfo*the 'future. The cost in terms of time,
money, and disruption of the school .9ffices, would have
beéen highi ' ‘Semé factors ‘could not ‘have been identified
at all by worKing with the school records. Examples
are the counting of pre-school children who ‘have no
older “siblings ‘in District #96 Schools, locations of -
“pupils 11ving ®n rural ‘routes, and more currenrt. phonelg
numbers and places of employment of parents
. FEEE
‘With the' procedure for refining and up dating census
.-infvrmation, & ‘door to door census of the entire school
sdistrict should not have to be done’ again for school
purposes.’

12897 Other Usés). The census 1nformation can be uSed for
““pther purposes in addition to. the pupil scheduling. In-
formation from' the Attendance Office can.be cross-
checked, records at individual school ‘sites can be
_»refined data collection about parents.who work on:or
fiive on'’ federal property. can be simplified and cross-—
“checked for claims .uhder. PL- 815 and - PL 874

PRV
PR e . R _ AT
s & el ko . . .
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PART IV B, 2. THE VALLEY VIEW 45.15 STUDENT SCHEDULING
R ' SYSTEM, REQUIREMENT AND APPROACH, PFOGRESS
REPORT TO SCHOOL BOARD, MARCH 24, 1969

From the study of the Valley View U45+15 Continuou$ School
Year Plan during the past months .the district is satisfied
that it understands the requirements- that must be met by
a scheduling system. District- -#96 formulated an approach to
such a system that meets these requlrements at a minimum cost.

Tnls .report discusses some of the matters that are
considered . S

‘In addltion’to'a reaction to the deteilsﬁoffthis;‘
report, Distrlct ‘#96 gave an ~official® response to these
questions: - S

(1).  Is the 45-15 Plan viewed as a permanent approach

T '-“to elementary educatlon or merely as a:necessity

“until new classrooms become available some three
years hence? (Answer: Permanent approach)

......

(2) How ‘permanently prepared,” then, must. the district
" " be when. the plan goes into; effect in June, 1970°?
" Should thée" dlstrlct find long range solutlons
'“*to problems tuat a se° ’"es) we
- (3) ”How is ‘the plan belng represented to the publlc°
SR ‘Bear w1th us, it will all be over in-a year or
so'-or 'This may Prove to be an important im-
provement in your child's education-? (No) (Yes)

Output Requirements

The principal result to be obtained from the scheduling
process is a set of ‘class lists.' Fach list represents
a group of students assigned to:

- a school site

- an attendance cycle

- a grade level

- a teaching position (or homeroom)

Other output results needed by the 45-15 Plan were:

(1) Each family must receive a school schedule which
clearly shows the attendance and vacation days

for each pupil in the family. This schedule nust

project sufficiently far into the future to allow

vacation plans to be made. If some pupils are to

-50-
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(2)

(3)

)

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

begin class in June, 1970, it would be
reasonable for parents to expect such schedules by
the start of the 1969-70 school year. Cer-~

- tainly the schedules would be required before
.the end of 1969.

It would be important for district personnel’ to
be able to locate any pupil in the district at
any time. The inability to do so would reflect
severely on the 45-15 Plan's administration.

It would be expected that each school office

and the district office would have a master 1list
of pupils showing their attendance cycle and
school site. Revisions or addenda should be
produced-as needed. The district office infor-
mation must be current at all times.

At the-initiation of the 45-15 Plan it will be
necessary to transfer student records to the
correct school site. To aid in this procedure,
a'list of pupils by sending school (i.e., the
school which the pupil attends ‘in May, 1970)
showing his new school,. should be avallable

In order to assign teachers, the dlstrlct office
must have a report by site, grade, and attendance
cycle of scheduled classes.

Jﬁnior High students must have their_Student
Course Elections divided into -attendance cycles
prior to the preparation of the Tally and

:Pairing Matrix.

The district office should receive summary reports
showing room utilization, seat availability, etc.
These must be kept current as pupils transfer in
and out.

A list of pupils to be transported to each site
should be available to allow preparation of bus
schedules. This list would help establish the

routes initially and could be revised from year
to year to balance bus loads.

In addition to the specific output requirements
listed above it might be desirable to have the
facility to produce class lists from time to
time. These lists (or "index cards") could be
used for attendance reporting, marks and test
score recording, etc., similar to the system
used at West View now.

-51_



Constraints and restrictions' that were considered in the
=build1ng of the 55 15 schedule

To assist in the analysis of schedule requirements
District #96 broke possible constraints into three cate-
gories: those imposed by the wishes of the community
(chiefly parents); those suggested by educational ‘objectives;
those related ‘to admlnistrative policy and procedures.

ThlS categorization does not in any ‘Way ‘suggest
confliet exists between the types of pOss1ble constraints.
Neither is it expected that a consideration claimed by one
category -lies only there. We are s1mply breaking the
subJect into more manageable pieces

A. Community consideration

'}, Pupils in a single family should be on the same
o attendance cycle. '

' 2.4 Pupils in a'neighborhood group should be on the
© ¢ :same dttendance cycle. The concern here is the
-ability of parents-to supervice out-of-school
pupils. In our opinion it is quite important
that a parent knows when ‘to expect to see children
in the streets of the nelghborhOOd

- 3. Kindergarten pupils living within walking

distance of a school site Wthh offers kindergarten
" must attend that school. '

4. Primary pupils living witliin walking distance of
.2 school site should attend that school.

5. A pupil shoula attend the same school s1te all
LIS [ year. ..

6. Some coordination is required between the schools
' and ex1st1ng community programs.

:E;‘:EdUcational‘considerations

Sye ot

1. The kindergarten pupils will attend on a two-
shift per day basis.

o 2}“'Pupils meeting eXisting minimum starting age
' 'h’restrictions for September entry will be allowed
to begin school in June, July, or August
3 The*'ungraded" primary;program will be maintained.

4y, Elementary class size should range 30-35 pupils.
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5. Extra-curricular activities should be available
to all pupils, regardless of attendance cycle.’

- 6.  Elective courses at the Junior high level should
| L be avallable to all pupils

- ' 7. A;class at the-prlmary level should have the same
: teachér all year.

;1';'.‘ ) " . o
C. Administrative considerations

1. Classrooms should be fully utlllzed all year.

y R 2.'-No spe01al prov131on for buildlng maintenance
need be made

- oo 3 Class ;size variance across the distriect should be
’ minimized.

4;:JAd§ehOOl site should have the same attendance
i boundary for all grades attending that school.

5. Present grade-~level or course assignments of
P individual teachers should be maintained where
possible if the teacher requests.

6. Pupil transportation costs should be minimized.

r
L Based on June, l969 enrollment - the school district housing
status was & o o
i .:Pupil Group S Enrollment o Housing
- 1) Regular grades 1-3 2075 64 rooms at 2 sites
: 2).-Regular grades 4-6. Y1679 " 51 rooms at.3 sites
= .3) EMH . : LY. 2 rooms at’ Park V1ew
~4) :.Special: 5-6. program . 148 " West View. ‘
5) Grades 7-8 1082 = - "‘West View
6) Kindergarten 0 None
L ‘Total 5002 - o |
; Present 1969-70 1970-71
B Pupil Group Enrollment - @12%.. . @1l2% & KG
| 1).Regular grades 1-3 - 2075 - 2324 2603
- 2) Regular. grades 4-6 1679 - 1880 2105
3) EMH 58~ 65 - 75
[ 4) Special 5-6. program 148 © 166 7 1C6
5) Grades T7-8 1082 1212 = ¢ 1357
6) Kindergarten _ 0 _ ‘ 600%
I S - Total '0112 oo BehT _69211
#(Note: throughout thls‘report k1ndergarten puplls will be
assumed on a double shift basisiand the full-time-equivalent
l o (FTE) enrollment figure uszd, e.g. 600 x 2 is 1200 pupils)
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The Elementary and Intermediate Program e

e

To discuss scheduling the school district, it must
keep in mind differing  needs of each of. the six pupil
groups. For the 1969-70 school ; 2ar there will be 133
classrooms avallable at 5 sites to house the 4204 pupils in
regular grades 1-6. This is an average class size of 31.6.
Current plans dictate housing additional 1-6 pupils and the
kindergarten in those same 133 classrooms.

If the district makes room for kindergarten and keeps
average class size at 33, it would effectively need at
least 161 classrooms for the K-6 regular program by 1970.

Let us examine that need in detail. The 1970-T71
Kindergarten through Gradc_6 program might look like this:

1970-T71 Classrooms

Grade Enrollment . @33 pupils
- Ka 660 ' 20
1 975 .29
"2 759 __j.;;g23
3 - 891 f‘_127
L 726 - 22
5 693 .21
6 '693 ' o 21

Ideally, the Valley View #45-15 Plan can reduce the
housing requirement by one-third. The following exhibits
demonstrate how the 45-15 Plan might schedule the pupils
using 124 physical classrooms.

Exhibit A shows classes offered at cach grade” level
on-each cycle at the 5 school sites. THis is the type.of

pattern that results from the various constra;nts pertinent
to the schedullng process ‘

Exhibit B shows the number of pupils served in each
case during the twelve month year.

Comments on the K-6 Sample Schedule

1) The schedule leaves 9 classrooms free year-round

and 3 part time. Holding class size to 33 pupils

means that a perfect schedule as full utillzation
."allows for additional growth of 473 pupils after,
.aJuneg 1970. '

3y"2) The 45-15 Plan causes 133 classrooms to become,
~‘effectively, 177 classrooms. ' Thiz means a one-pupil

increase in average class size accommodates a total .
- of 177 addltlonal puplls

-5~
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3) A double shift. kindergarten program means' each
physical classroom accommodates 88 kindergarten pupils
durlng twelve months. The schedule allows 3 cluss-
rooms for kindergarten at each site:for a.totaliofi.

15. Three-shift kindergarten ‘would require g classrooms
total .

4) With even very complicated techniques a ''perfect"

gchedulé+(one which Uses a1l space fully) can not be

expected Geography,:family mix, and:mobillity: conspire
: against such a schedule ‘being maintainedtfor an '

P
Voo

i

The Junior High School Program

¢
The enrollment project*ons suggest the 1970-71 pupil

load at the Junior high will: exceed 1500 pupils. ¥ This is

at least' one»third over planned capacity ., o

The actual scheduling task at the junior high in 1970
was to find space in 17 classrooms ito offer 8 course. v
sections 'to.each of 1400 pupils over 12 months.: - If: there:
- are seven periods availablekper day:at 34 pupils each then
1012 pupils. are served daily-and, under the Valley:View. -
45 15 Plan'{l349 will be served during the l2-month:’yeari-
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The following tables show the uses made of the junior high
facilitiﬁs:(excludxng gym, study hall, etc ) based on fall
~71968.; enrnllments

% s SRR o S RS .
General Purpose Classrooms o _ N ‘ )
R ' ‘Total Averagé:’ Daily
No. of Pupil No. of Secticn Room
SR Lo n,f; " Rooms Pebfbd“Sébtionj Size f‘rLoad
. 5th.grade  subjects. opt2 v o 3h 136
6th grade subjects:-: 260 . 32 5 130
Remedial Classes 36 s 36
German-I 154 25.7. _154
German-II N T S i iPRIBTH1BTE

S¢ience-7 .-
Science-8

Math-7

Math—Sf . R

g%q_}&~ﬁ:-'uyﬁ~ﬂwrawrom

ojEUV  Euw&Su Su L
REWN £2Q £ W= -
OV T W ERW W

32,27

. 35.9
$36.8

27 3 o

Comm Arts-7 S 16" 33.3
Comm .Arts-8 :inum - 12 37.1
.Comm Arts<H ., % .= (3) =
Soc -Stud-7 Y o ) 16" ©33.4
Soc Stud-8 .- IR 12 - 37.1-
17 119 33.8 237
Special Purpose Rooms
Shops 3 363 18 121
Art 3 147 10 68
27 2
29 2
Typing 1 160 7 160
Chorus 1 69 2 121
28 1
24 1
Band-I 1 31 2 206
Band-II 65 1
Band-III 1i0 1
Home Ec 3 263 14 109
15 1
. 48 3
12 1379
E.M.H. 3 216 6 12 T2
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IV B (3) REPORT TO CURRICULUM MEETING
Thursday, September 18, 1969
CENSUS

Thel District-wide census has been completed. A
structured procedure for up-dating,- correcting, and
adding to-the census dats 'is being set up.

"Just as a carpenter's tools are of little walue
unless used with skill, the information gathered is of .
no value unless it is (l) correct, (2) readily avaijable,
and (3) memningful. Try to look upon the cerisus data
(and all the other materials din the ‘office filles, for
that matter) in this manner: The business of the, schools
is to educate the children; the paper-shuffling pro-
cedures and stacks of records in the office should be
used to facilitate this objective of educating the
chiidren FE

v Incidentally, the census results were exceptionally
good. The pilot census in College View got a 1007%
return; this rate of return is rarely achieved without
unusual expense. In the rural areas a written de-
scription of the lccation of each huuse has been made.
This information, together with the additional labeling -
of the large map in the District Office, should enable .
the transportation department to minimlize bus route -
mileage (and co$t$).

The uvnusually rapid bulldur in the Hampton Park and

the Bolingbrook areas causes much uneasiness, however,

forewarned is forearmed. It 1is just as Wasteful for an:
alarmist tc overbuild at the expense of other parts of j
the total school program and never have the children
show .up as 1t is for a procrastinator to have the swarms
of children inundate the inadequate physical .plants.
Therefore, the collections of names addresses, dates
of birth:and intentions. toward public school'attendance
was an integral part of the preliminary plannihg for r
45-15 schedules. o

High school pupils were left out; pre-school children -
were tabulated and a projection study of enrollment S
will be made in the near future. Pupils now attending
private schools (St.-Andrews, Mount Assisi, etc.) were
listed on’ the census sheets but not counted. 1In the




event the parochial schcols for some reason ‘do not con-
tinue in operation, the information about their students
could be extracted from the census data in a day or two.

Compumatics,. Incorporated is presently the custodlan
of the census data. The data 1s being key punched onto
cards for processing by machines. The cards are always
hand carriéd and are for use by District #96 only.

| RESEAR_CH_..:QEPARTMEN.T«AND.-V,QGMPUMA'I‘ICS

The Research Department is working with Compumatics
in the following areas: _

1) Determining pupil, tPacher- and facility
e ;variables._ T

) 2) . To determine outputs required

';'ilfi To determine the necessary responsiVeness __”

L ,_of data. processing and retrieval. o

'ﬁ3' TTo define nputs and their sources

5) To approximate the effective operating life
... . of the information and systems.f* ‘

6Y 'Mé detepmine the flexibility that is necessary.

Systems design will include
-ﬁ;?%) Tasks to be performed and their sequence.

Ly Determination of machine functions and human-
functions.

T3y Media for transmitting data.

1'%); Outside resources for development and operation.
Time factors._ :f" |

6) Cost of development and operation.
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Later areas to be worked on are
“'l)’? Design of the scheduling system.
:Hig);"Erogram.and mechanicai operation.h'"ll
3)if Preparation'of'manualsﬁof.oneration.o.
45 | Supervision of development activities.
5) Implementation-ofcthe:scheduiing's&stemf

LTy

COMMUNTTY

‘A 1ist of all community organizations and their
officers or ieaders has been made. Actually, other
than the Parent-Teacher Organization. (a merger of the
PTA and the Community Club) there are no district-
wide formal organizations. The Lions, the Jaycees, all
the churches}. the, v1llage boards, the sports activities -
all are elther centered in Hampton Park or in Bolingbrook.
Outside of pupils at. Lockport West ,High.School District
#205 has no forma’ structure that: has relevance to
District #96‘.0’ .

Therefore' i'maintain that"the:District 96 PTO is
the only district—wide structured organization in Valley
. vView-Séhool District #96. -

Les Fenical is president ‘Pat Page is publicity
chairman, (flyers, news releases,. etc. ) Membership is
hard -to récruit. One reason that membership is hard to
recruit is that the, iocal .school . district 1u,doing a
satisfactory :job- - Lty

Every publisher knows, that a good - -torso-in-a=trunk
murder will sell more papers “than the building of a
new wing on the library. So toq, a radical :sex ed-
Sycation: prbgram in the sixth grade will bring concerned
parents to PTO meetings. Alas, the Valley View Schools
do not have such a controversial program. Henhce, little
concern with PTO~“T.NN S

P T L SR
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T

In the past many programs-have been planned to
educate and enlighten the school patrons. We have had

programs  relating to taxes, legislation, and community

social problems- We've had judges and penologlsts and
school administrators and housewives. We've had movies
and panel discussions and displays. We've had amateur
shows and fun fairs and book falrs. Refreshments are
always served. The only thing that really brings out
the ;adults 1s the community, thpough, 1s a Scout program
or a hand .and choral program.

It's-rnot the fault of the organization; it's not
the fault of the publlcity; the poor attendance is due
to lack of real community interest in thelr own com-
munity.
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IV B (4)  PUPIL SCHEDULING UNDER .THE 45-15 PLAN

(First report regardiﬁg'the mailing out of schedules
to households) '

In the development and implementation of the
45-15 scheduling pattern for pupils, one signigicant
point was to be the time when the families were notified
of the attendance schedule for their children. -

Briefly, census data was.collected, refined at
registration, crosschecked with school records ana -
assembled into small neighborhood census packages.
Building and room facilities were defined. Then groups
of students were assigned to buildings considering the
following:

Grade level

Distance from school

Time and mileage factors of bus transportation

Through strects in Hampton Park and Bolingbrook

The physical and psychological barrier of I-55
Patterns of fut.ire housing construction
Sidewalks and street crossing guards

A letter which was composed by the administratonrs of
Distriect #96 was printed with the family name and address
on the letter. This gave a more personal touch to the
letter. Included with the letter was a calendar show-
ing the specific days of attendance for all children in
that household who attend any of the gix Valley View
District #96 schools. Another sheet of paper listing
major vacation periods and the beginninzy and ending of
the school year was included. Samples of these materials

were distributed to the board members and visitors at a
previous school board meeting.

The letters to the parents were mailed immediately
after Christmas for two reasons. Many industries start
scheduling employee vacations in January. The post -
Christmas mail volume is greatly diminished.

-6 -
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Secretaries and Principals at all six schools were
given a written series of answers.to anticipated-
questions. Inquiries, letters, and comments were
directed to the Research Office at West View. .The-
phone - 838-7981 can be reached when the West View

switchboard is not in operation.

Mary Wilson and Lynette Gergovich gathered
information about those’who called. . o
Parents who requested a change of schedule were
asked to write a letter to the buillding principal
of the school which their youngest child attended.
These letters were sent to Mr. Hermansen's office

and then routed to the Research Office. A letter
acknowledging the receipt of the request. was sent.

Persons who had not completed a census.form. were
mailed a census form,”Sheet of directions for fill-
ing out the census form, and a stamped envelope
addressed to thé Research Office.

Then returned letters were cross—~checked with

those households which reported they did not
receive information.

Address.changeé were made where'hécééééfy.
New census data was reflected in the punch.cards.
Specific locatiorn for rural students was ascertained.

Tabulations of returned létters, letters written to
us and phone calls received gave an all-over view
of how successful the pupil scheduling and mailing
of notices was. "Fine tuning" is a procedure which
will continue until c¢lasses actually start.
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MAILING

Pupil schedules malled out

Returned —.l

Family was in dlstrlct but moved (new address

I:proved)

ey

Family was in dlS rict but moved (new address .

not known)

i_Unknoﬁn |

" Moved within dlstrict

''Deceased

yError in address, ‘not- forwarded

Data processing haader sheet malled e

ERRORS: T e e

Wrong. schedule .., .
‘Two schedules (hoth the.same) i« . . - "
Two schedules (different groups) .

T R TN

~-66-
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LETTERS

Letters: To Research Office

To request change in group assigriment Total

a)

b)
c)

d)

e)

error (house faces different
direction than shown on map)

want 3 month vacation

did not want summer vacatith; =
want September vacatlon

father 8 vacation is not flexible
vacation doesn't it in @

want same schedule as playmates
who live in different area .
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PHONE CALLS

To request Census Forms

Not contacted by census taker 21
Filled out census form but didn't ‘recelve. . . ...
schedule . 14
Children in Catholic Schools; want to enrQll .
-~in Valley View Schools next year 3%
To seek information
To confirm schedule =~ = =~ =~ 3
To request change™ ‘-i‘*_l 4 - o 1. ' 12
To requesn another calendar (flrst one lost) 2
To report 1ncorrect address 1
To report. change of address 2
To report incorrect spelling.of name 1
To get explanation;unable to read English 1
To report schedule not received 16

(Many of these overlap. For instance, some callers who
didn't receive schedules asked for a census sheet).

¥ Involves 11 children

-68-~
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Tty English).

[
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To request calendar (didn't receive one):
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OTHER

Two pupils reported to the counselor that their house-
hold received a calendar, but that the calendar was thrown
away because they thought it was only for pupils ac_pi
Valley View School on N 9erville Road.

Counselors. report.-that  students: ‘ave” not” Serious1y
disturbed by the rescheduling of the next sSchool year.
One common: ¢criticism of yearwrourid’ sc¢hool schedul ing -
that is, the children will be upset - seems to-be a myth.
Some students at West View still do not have'a ¢lear
understanding of the 45-15 Plan. An assembly period for
all 8th graders-and'anotherifor all Tth- graders has. been
discussed. Even though the 8th graders will graduate in
June, the information that will be passed on to siblings
and parents would-be worth:thée 'timé’ spent in” preparing
the assembly.

A TV presentation has also been prqppsed, L reeser

All letters received requesting group changes were
courteous. Several expressed: approval of the US -15 "Plan.
Likewise, all who phoned with one ‘eXxception were ‘courteous,
and many said that they were in favor of the plan. .From
all indications the parents “understand ‘the 5= 15 schedul-
ing plan. Area of concern to callers were:

1) The high school district is in financial
difficulties; the parachial schools are
in financial difficulties.

2) Too many people are moving into the area.

3) The land developers should be forced to donate
land and buildings to the school district.

These problems are not the fault of the 45-15 Plan.

The last message on the Dial-Into-Education asked
parents to call 838-7981 (Research Office), if they had
questions regarding the family's schedule. All other
school offices refer callers to 838~ 1981 for matters. me- ¢
lating to pupil scheduling.

oo 3
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IVB (5)  PUPIL SCHEDULING (FINE-TUNING)

RS

RRORS

Ant analyses of mistakes was made . First of all the

calendar which-was mailed to families did not indicate

when the 1970-71 * school yeéear ended. Various items. of
literdture ‘explained: how fTour b5 day sess1ons constituted
one -school: year, but this" was not mentioned on the printed
calendar. Several:- ‘parents and Several children expressed
conéern' because the! children in Group A had more .Leliass ..
attendancéé days  shHown -on their calendar It was. ex-— ... :
plained -to these families and children that the days_
shown ‘after the 4th 45 day period ‘would be, regular attend—
ance days, but would be in the next school year. Those

. pupils completing 8th grade of course would not’ be. in the

next school year under the 45 lS Plan in District #96

A fTew families had béen incorreCtly assigned to :.ﬁf

attendahce schedules and/or bujldings becausé. of mis—“ﬁﬂf

coding or key punch errors. (Explanation of miscoding,
assignment census number 326 when the. correct census
number 18 328. - Example of key" punch’ error trans- .
posing of numbers such as 107 fcr 017.) . C.

Some movement of families went uzdetected until June
10th when pupils were notified- of” build ng assignments.x,
For ekxample, two families ‘moved’ fhom the' Colony of

- ‘Beaconridge: (grouo B) ‘to Indian Oaks (group D). Children

from both greas drc bus ‘riders:. When the families moved
the children did not notify the schools of change in
address; - "the ¢hildren merely caught another bus and. got
off:at the ‘same: building and attended the same classes

- whileh they ‘had préviously been attending When thesc

families were rotified of the’ School which they were. yo '
attend by means of a letter from the ‘building princlpal
they soon observed that they were on a schedule differenc
from the rest of the neighborhosd. PFamilies so mis-
scheduled were rescheduled according to their new address.

As other families changed their place of residences
within the school district, the records in the Research
Office were changed and new calendars were mailed when
appropriate.
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Census Uﬁif'ia6 - familﬁeé from 11 units grouped in-
to one unit. A%t the time the census was taken and the
individual houses were being assigned., a grcup of 50

‘houses were  -under construction. Later as more de-

tailed census. units descriptions were a . ded.-the new census
units Qverlap - areas which had previously .been de-.
signated CU145. These had not become apparent.until de-

., tailed print out shects were made. Five people detected
:the fact that their famllieg did not secem to have the::

'same group. assigmment as the rest of the neighborhood.-

When these. five familles callied the Research .Office, the
address was. checked, the records were .changed, and the.

.QCOWrect calendar. was mailed, Later, a letter was mailed
to those remaining families incori-ecivly assigned. ad-

O
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mlttlnp that an error had been made and placing. the. :family
w1th the. .correct calendar. .Because of the previous ...
notification of groyp assignmuint and vecause of the short
interval betwzen the mescheduling and -the symmepr,vacation
plans of -soma. of fna families, the opition.of keaplng the
orig;nai‘fput :UCOPLGC ) as3ivnment was . glvnn. :

Census Unit . 18] :du‘eh,m?ﬁ blocik on one side'of.a;
the strzed aSFigaea_mp the: 3 groun. Census Unit 183:1: -
was made up c¢i all th2 .aouskss on one side of the street
for one block on. Hiskory i -€wve. Phe opposite. side:of
tne Street, and nhe pars 7 nensus unit areas fors
several biceks ir sach uﬁ”' tion wzr2 in gro>up A. Having
this: small island o7 Jem. laog.on a difrerent. gpoup Schedule
violatel the concept ofi.ne lebbovuood inbjﬂgfj

.'The.decision was made to-ch&ngq= 11_ che people as’
a group or to let the people astay.the same as-the group.
# letter was. sent to gach resident ezplaining the situation
and the conseguences of each choice, A1l families were
chanzed to. the- corrset group. . ., . P N

sy P . . oL CoT L ORI PR . LAt

-T2



I
|
g
i
!

o o) NN BN N

IV B '(o,)_ CHnNr‘ES IN. c, ASTTGNMENT

In dlscuss1ons and explanatlons of the US -15 Plan
a common -gquestion firom: the audience: is "Can a family
cnange group assignment?"  The'answer given was "Some
provision has been made for changes in group assignment.
The answer was nebulous because projections could not be
made as- toithe: number and type which could pr woula Qe
permatted ol . ' J

Fronadine G Dt B . S o

Famlly a551gnments to autendance groups were ma11ed
to famllies .on ‘December 26;71969. - Secretaries at each of
the schools were given a sheet of answers to antlclpatea
questions. Those persons requesting a change 1n group
assignment were :isked to write.a Yetter'to ‘the prlnclpa}
of the -bullding whers:their youngest child attended.4‘
All letters were forwarded vo the: FEaearoh Office “and .
a 1etter acknowledglng the: recelpt of ' theé request was
sent back. A total of 24 requests for changing ' of"
groups was received befor: Easter vacation.. All these
request were granted automaticalliy. Each person was ,
called and told that his request had beeh allowed. -4 .
confirming letter and a new calendaf Were mailed.
Records+in the Research Office were changed to réflect
the..change in group assignment Tvo of the request. were
from.the rural area, but a bus runs past. these two. houses
on “every. schedule (4,B,C, & D). No change in group
as31gnment caused a transport tion problem. o

After Easter ‘vaeation, a few other request for change

.;were received.: These were hand ed on an 1nd1v1dual basis

byi means:-of: telephone conversations. The requests weyre
either granted or arrangements were made with the build-
ing principals 1nv01ved for the peopie to oe absent. for
short periods of tlme ’ , . . e

Beglnnzng June l 1970 "the. pollcy toward group
changes was to refer’ all request to Mr. Gove, Assistant
Superintendent ‘who would arrange an app01ntment .discuss
the’ situation,” and making decisions. Several changes ‘were
made under this policy becausé of the circumstances of
the’ family. Several changes .were made in order to:-improve
some of ‘the technical aspects of pupil 'scheduling (example,
Several famllies want to use the neighborhood where the .
babysitter lives as the address for the census unit de-
signation . The children could leave from the baby-
sitter's home in the morning,: go %o school,. and- return
to the babys1tter s home after school). (Example: Itr~~



was discovered that one primary-child was scheduled to
be bused from north of the Interstate. to-Park View -
School. Since only one child was . involved the master .
schedule was changed so that we. would have a.rule -"No’

child below the fiith grade is.bused to the. other side.
"-of the Interstate noe L D =

Several requests to change the assignment to ai .
school building were received. In two cases it made
little difference to the class load. .and the.request
was made” because of SErong parental preference, In

" séveral cases the request were not made because of thef
class size balance .

As new people move irto the oommunity the childrenn
will bhe assigned to a group according. to. where the:
family 1ives. * Problems of making up, work.or. vacation
plans will 'be hardled by the principal of each school
where the children attend

Note In meetings with parents in the communlty
the parents were ‘assured that all children in. the same.
family .would be :secheduléd on the same group assignment
Thus,.-all - siblings would attend school én the same days
-and have' the same’ days of vacation All children would
- not..attend the same’ school building, but this has not

been -the, situation before 1n Valley View Dlstrlct #96

Several mothers insisted that their family would
~-want (or would insist on) different schedules for the.
-various-children in thé same household The consequences

of: a scheduling arrangement such as this were carefully
explained :

wven having children on two diff‘eren+ group ’
assignments would mean that the family would not have
any 15:--ctass-day- vacation peridds. One woman with four,
children wanted one child on each schedule. In’ thls';_,
way she would always have one child at home" and threc
children attending classes, and the arrangement Would
rotate every 15 class days ' ’

_ Admlnistrators ‘then mod1fied ‘the’ schedulinp poll_yfj
so that. "all children in the .same family would ‘be- an
the . same Schedule unless +he Darents request otherwise,ﬁ

After all children were sLheduled,»no parents
requested an -arrangement which would put -childrén in -
the same household on different schedule:
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©  ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY REGARDING

45-15 GROUP SCHEDULE VARIATIONS

The 45-15 Attendance Group assignments are made by
the school district so that .the bYest quality education
is available to all children in. the .district.

Compliance with ‘the a331gned schedule is a requirement
of eaoh family under the compulsory attendance laws
of the state ¥ : B O .”

The school district will con31der varlation from the
assigned schedule_on the ba31s of 1ndividual reouests

Ay LIRS

1. :'Principals may continue to informally excuse
a pupil from attendance for a family trip when
the trip is.consldered. to be .of exceptional
educational.meritu Example a. trig-tio New
York devoted L0 visits to museums,.art galleries,
historical s;tes, etc. 1In these cases the
principal teacher parent and pupil may make
special’ arrangements to cover missed class—
room work o . o g

o

The principal may not, however, make allowances

for family- vacation plans £hat .are primarily

recreational. - Example staying home ‘to swim

and play ball at ocal parks Example visit-

ing relative nhorder to act as.a: babysitter
N .:

_w1ll be applied by the

g whether. or not to ex-

[ _ttending are.: . :

The. five tes'sthi,
principal in d'

(A

a. 'The activity which prevents classroom
- attendance and the arrangements between
‘the  teacher, parent and pupil for ful-
filling learning requirements for the
period of non-attendance are suffilcient
to be considered fully equlvalent to
classroom attendance during the period.

b. The special arrangements made can in no
way be disruptive to the class, morale of
-other pupils or their families, nor can
they infringe on the rights of other
puplils to have full attention from their
teacher.
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¢c. In no ease will outside activities be
considered an alternative to. or re-
placement for thé regular school curriculum.
The purpose of this policy is to allow
for additional enrichment opportunities
- that may become available

d. .* Cani this activity bé scheduled only &t
this time rather than during one of the .-
qq_wm,aa,--scheduled vacation periodso -:_«?:L L

e. A structure of prior planning for 1earn-
ing activities during the pupi1 absence
'*“must be ev1deat .

.2. In the case of certain family situations,
special. arrangements have been made for pupil
:attendance ' Two examples .are: _

a.’ 'Pupils temporarily residing w1th a
“wotine fpiend ‘Or relative within the district
causeéd the pupil to attend a different
.-school or make sSpecial transportation :
" dgrrangements -for ‘a short period )

b. Families moving into or.out of the
wovl distriet very near to the end of a,
" gchool term have' arranged to_have | .. .
: their children complete. the. year in;
their former schools._

) The school district considers it .an . ;-
~* obligation, if at all p0551b1e, to. e
- facilitate’ these special arrangements.
In all cases, ‘the welfare of “he pupil

is the prime determining faqtor._‘
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IV C PBQGRE S SUMMARY . SEPTEMBER 8 1970

,r N;""l‘ . oty cn
rThe last day of’ the_1969 70 school year was ‘June
9th ~Onrehist a8y ;" Valley View:District :#96., all''pupiis
in:- grades LN 5 received a final report card: for th2 year
and a- notice of a bullding ass1gnment for the ‘next
school yearii *° SRR :

webgan R S
EERE AR

The notice of the Juilding assignment accomplished
semera&wthlngs First the notice; drew. attention toi“‘
thefstartihg‘daue and hence lthe group a551gnment for

printed 6f the cards In a. few .cases; the teacher ré—ﬁ
guested-thiEt *the - pupils 1n hep iclass not:be notifieqd
that:the woﬁld be 1n her class for the next schobl‘““’
years O ) . o I o

Copiés of thé buildingiassignmenc for the next
school*year-also aided 1n the transfer of pupil.reCOrds.

., eI
CAsIA) ) \, MDA o v

Pupils who were completing urade Six were
previously scheduled 1nto classes at. Westi View’ JU"_
High School}iby” the” counselors from:West . View,'who
visited® the>schools and” had,, .the:pupils complete cou
seleptionnSheets for the Seventh Grade a-n'

R A b AL L L A

All pupils Hompl“}cing the Seventh(Grade continued““
with:the ‘EightH: radé t West View Juniom High sS¢hodt. ™
A1l pugilsifomplefing the Eig,hthr Grade, -ofTcourse § Iw111f'
continue: Inradothdr school distriet..  Almost all E’i’ght
Grade: graduates Wild attend Lockport Twp,. High' Schobl‘fﬂ
Pistrict“gos howeVer, a’' few pupllsifrom Malley tView @t
bchool—District #96° Will go to, Naperville: High School
and, g few pupils will go to private Sehoplgi.cr T 1

3:..‘.. "“\’.g.

.‘r.ﬁ

Ten days before each group.was;te begin elgsses,
thepupilstin that" attendance Eroup, -whouwere 067 ehter?“*
Gradeshl, -and pupils to 'enter Kindergamntény réceived a
lettenvfromithe principal of the building.which they
were to fattend. This letter noted thati: beg&nninthhfs
year ;-there were. no’ book rental fees or: work‘bookaeeS"'
for elementary Pupils:, It gave ‘the; bus,routerand g &0
scheduleiy . and pEek up ‘pdint for pupils who were bus HE




riders. Also-included was ‘a reminder that 'all pupils
beginning Kindergarten or first grade for the first
time must have a birth certificate, and all pupils
beginning Grade Four must have a physical examination,
including a dental examinztion, on a-form perscribéd.

.. by the state.. Also, it was noted that all children.

beg1nning school for thHe :first: time must havé a shot
record, a record of immunizations.

- Much. .publicity :was given to the notification of
parents .- Information was furnished’ to the local and :
regional. newspapers.~ Messages were: recorded on”the ,
Dial-Into-Education, a 24-hour information’ service, and
secretaries at each of the school buildings were. given.
detailed.explanations of what to’'tell parents about the
scheduling procedures During the period of time from.
June 9th. to:Jdune 2U4th, a special effort was made in the
buildings. to ‘handle amy bullding. maintenance ‘0r Housé-

keeping projeets. On:Monday, June 29th,” Governor Ogilvie

came to West View Junior High School to sign an
educational bill providing for year-round school.
Several Chicago Television Stations, several 1qrge

metropolitian newspapers, and several radioc stations
‘covered this event

The four week days 1mmed1ately before the oe- s
ginning of school, teacher institutes were held for the
beginning for..the -1970-71 school year. The beginning
teaching assignments on June 30th wére June 24th, June
25th, June 26th, and June 29th. For those teachers
who began classroom ‘teaching with ‘the start of, the! B ..
Group., teacher institute days were July 15, ‘July. 16,
July-17, and July -20. Those teachers who began class—_j
room.inst'action in August had taacher- institute days
on ‘August 5, 6, 7, and 10th. - Pupils came for' Group.C .
classes.on- August 1ith. The last groun- of staff members
came for their institute on:August 26, 27,.28, and 31,
and Group D pupils..beman.elisses ‘on’ September 1st. =

.On June 30th, 1970, the first group ‘of pupils came .
through the -doorway according ‘to-their schedules, Group
A entered the Valley View:45-15 Continuois School Year,»
Plan. School bus :operations ‘was relativel"'normal S B
cafeteria,operation was normal, building maintenance
and housekeeping was -very .good, exterior ‘Eround N

maintenance. was:. comparable to normal school activity
time...ﬁ T T Do :
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1Phet news -média were given the opportunity to
elreulate'through the’ buildings, to. talk with the. .
teachers- and-staff members, papents and pupils.:.The; -
most: signiflcant ‘part of the school . day, other than -
~the change iri-the" school calendar was .the . fact..that: it
-. Yas the hottest day of'the year. After the first day of
....opéeratien; several parents complalned to: the,distriet:
administrators” ‘aboilt the utilization of classrooms .at -
Park View - chool ‘which were not air conditioned. The
parents ‘felt” tHat air—condltioning was ‘a . necessity ong
extreanly Hét days. ' The administrators met . with. a.
group of: mothers, representatives from ‘the press also
talked with some of the mothers. A decision was made to
Install fans to circulate the air in the hallways and
in the rooms. which weren't air-conditioned.

A Registration Cénter was set up at West View
Junior High School to facilitate the entrance of new
families into the school district. This Registration
Center was set up on a pilot basis, information was
furnished to the local and regional newspapers, and
the Dial-Into-Education messages urged callers to re-
fer newcomers to the community to the Enrollment
Center immediately in the event that the children
were scheduled for school during the summer.

On July 21st, Group B pupils began attendings at
this point half of all the pupils of Valley View
District #96 were attending school. All normal school
activities - playground, library, music lessons, mid-
morning milk, art classes were operating smoothly.

On August 11th, pupils in Group C began attending
class. At this point three-fourths of the pupils in
District #96 were in school, while one group was on
vacation. In informal talks with administrators,
classroom teachers, and pupils the biggest notice-
able change was the fact that the hallways seened
to be full. Whereas before, with only two groups, or
with only one group in attendance, the hallways did
not seem to be as full. The school operation was
described at this time by John Lukancic, Assistant
Superintendent, in charge of curriculum and personnel,
as being "Unbelieveably smooth". Cafeteria operation
was smooth$y attendance did not deviate greatly from
averages last school year.

-~
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Some . parental objection to: the'transportation
pblicy;wasfvpiced;‘The_main.concerns_Weré?ﬁthat*pyb;;§
had, to wa;gmto;School=in‘areas!Wheréfthéfe?ﬁérefﬂbff“f
sidewalks,.that- pupils had to walk excessive distances

_as.required Dy. school .board policy; and that pupils did
' not always attend.the school which was closest to their
home.  These problems.are not .primarily the fault of the
45-15" scheduling. . In fact, ‘these problems were partly
alleviated. by the 1515 Plan. On August 15th, “a three
part.referendum was presenteéd to the votérs;-all “three
parts were passed. - This isi.especially signifidant be-
cause of.the trend of referendums in this area.
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Iv D BUDGET AND FISCAL: OPERATION .

A detailed fiscal analysis for operation of . District #96

under the ¥5-15 scheduling_system is not available. The .-
school district has‘‘beéti operating under: the, H45-15.Plan-
for several months; this is insufficient time to make

any definitive statements regarding differences in costs.

Accounting concerns itself pirimarily with recording
the past financial transactlons of.a business concern--
in this/dasé a.school distritt.- 'The cost figures are
projected into the future based on past experiences and
based on raalistic projections of.pupil growth.

To repeat “the U5-15 Plan uses the existing physical -
plant one third more days of the iyear. The U45-15 Plan
by itself does -not add more days of instruction for the . ::!
pupil. It does not increase the per—day pay of the .

teacher. It ‘does not raise the monthlv salary of ad-y_-.5 !

ministrators‘_ ‘It does not increase .other school services,
such as busing, -speech correction, counseling, etc. In-
creases in total costs are due to increases in number of
pupils.

On September 14, 1970, a budget of $6,047,273 for the
1970-71 school year was approved by the District #96
Board of Education. This figure is an lncrease of
$81,372 over the previous year's budget of $5,955,901.

Enrollment as of the end of the 1969-70 school year
was 5526. The enrollment as of September 14, 1970, was
6646 in four groups. Projections indicate that the
total enrollment on June 30, 1971, will be 7200.

A yearly increase of $81,372 to provide educational
services for an additional 1674 pupils would indicate a
significant cost savlings per pupil.

Salaries for staff members have gone up and will
continue to go up. This is due to the addition of many
new staff members, inflation, and the attraction of more
fully qualified staff members.

The total district costs have grown rapidly and will
continue to girow. This 1s because of the tremendous
increase in enrollment.

e




Simply stated, more children .equal more cost. - The
tax levy for Valley View District #96 filed September, .
1969,uhas?prQQuped_the-following-tax“ratéS{and tax per- .~
centages.: Thesg rates were used in computing the tax. ..~
bills that are:payable-in 1970. ' = R o ' '

"apf;;;Tafoatesi'“; 7. Tax Péréentages

Educational o n L .1.540 T 76353
Building .250 [ X' 1 s A
Transportation . . .. :. - 120" - - ohg5
IMRF oL : woM1 - o T T (0169 L
Liability Ins.. - .-i:. =7 .0120 . 0 T 0050 T
Speeial Ed. ... . o 50200 - o " .0083 L
Bldg. B & I .., - . .n¢ - - 441 0. oo T oagyg s T
S e peeecd o aT20B2E o TS T 10000, .
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“Mondav Holiday BilI" - i
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" In the design of the school calendar consideration was -
provided for mandatory school closings to conform to Section
24-2 of The School Code as amended by the 76th I1linois
General Assembly. This section becomes effective on. . .. .
January 1; 1971..um

L - Pt o BT

S

These days are required school clos1ngs

New Year! s Day'. ) ; January 1

Independenee Day - July M .

Christmas Day A' _‘ - December 25 o Y
ThankSgiving Day | -~ f rth Thursday in Novemoer
caddn o aT T T S
Good Friday - the Frlday before Easter Sunday
o eagt ”f Gl ey ey

Lincoln s Birchdayb - Firsu Monday fn' Feuruary

Memorial Day.isvolumi~ wlast Monday "in May * 5

Labor Day cperacloa o PiPSt Monday 1n T September
Columbus Day ~ . second Monday in October,
Veterans Day "”'-nJ'?fourth Monday in Octoberg“‘ ;

The Illinois "Monday Holiday Bill" is the same as the
federal "Monday Holiday Bill" except Washington's Biruhday
(the third: Monday: in February) is not" a required school

closing: dayfahd Lincdln’s Blrthday is ‘a required school
closing: day..: ?\ﬂ. B e

All Saturaays
days. i Tor
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The following is a brief summary of the Compulsory . - -
Attendance Law (Article 26) of the School Code of 11 inois._“
This is for review only. For specific application:iéi the = "~

law .refer to the complete School Code and recent legislative
rev1sions.:,“.,- o y ,

LN

Whoever has oustody or control of a’ child
between the ages 7 and 16 shall cause such child
to attend public school in the district where the
child resides .during.the regular-‘'school ~term.-

The regular school term is defined by resolution

of the School Board.

Exceptions to the attendance requirements are:

1. Children attending private or parochial school.
2. Children phvsically or mentally\unable to attend

3.  children temporarily excused for cause by the.L‘w
' principal or, teacher..: -

by, Children excused: in order-to be-employed.
5. Childrenmattending confirmationmclasses.

o a st B oeagen i RS trad S SN AN
Further, even 1f a child is under age 7 or over o
age 16, if_he.is enrolled .in grades 1 - 12 he must ~risi”"
attend. (There is no attendance requirement for
kihdergarten )

. . - A R

i is the responsibility of the school board district e
superintundent .teachérs and local. ‘truant ‘officer “to " know e
whether a1 children are in school that belong there. - If ey
a person who has custody or control of a child is
found not to be keening ‘the.child in regular atteéndarice
that person is given a notice by the truant officer de-
manding that he comply with the law. If the person then

does not comply he is subject to fine or imprisonment by
the circuit court.

-8l -
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METHOD OF' DISTRIBUTING GENERAL STATE ATD TO DIoTRICT° ON

AN APPROVED TWELVE MQNTH CALENDAR .;3”4* o Ty

House, Bill.-1525 ;was passed.by:the Seventy-Sixth o
General?Assembly -and: was'ssigned into ‘law By the' Governor
on August 18 1969. [ #herkaw auttorizes ‘the Superintendent
of PubLic-{ structionLto determiner:the  General State Aid
apportionment toidistricts: that‘operate ‘on- an approved
twelve month ealendar in -accordante with Section 18.8 of
The School Code" ‘of Illinoils as near as miy 'be applicable.
The following procedure will be followed in a school

distriet which- operates,on’ an’ approved twelve mOnth
calendar during 1970 1971, G

R BESLE I

I., .General State Aid payments in 1970—1971 will be
. - computed on the followingibasis:

1. The best six months' average daily attendance_“{
for the 1969-1570 school year. o PRI

.i:; The 1968 assessed valuation of the schnol
mdistrict. el R

IT. For the 1970 1971 snhool year, attendance shall
be maintained for each tract. 1In order to com= .,
pute the -average:daily attendance fmr‘a month the
total -days of:attendance shall be diVLdEd by

I

the number of days school was id Session for = =

that month. The average daily attendance for
the best six months of the fiscal year will be
ther-initigl basis for the 1970= 1971 State .Aid ..
<rcomputationy- Ihasmuch as approximately SeVenty—
five percernt of‘the pupils are enrolled ‘at’ any j
time, the best ik fonths" dverage ‘daily ‘attends
ance will be multiplied by four and divided by
three to determine” the‘district"s weighted best
- 81X months!ofizverapge Qaily’ autendance._ The' "
average: daldy attendanee Tor" pupils 1n grad o
Q.= 127widl bey, multiplied by 25_; he Statr;]

. FE

Aid caloulat10“1~ S S
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ITTHC “fenbral State Aid-will be- ""di s trib uted to apnroved
school districts in the- gllowing mamner: - . 7" i

1. (The flrst General State -Aid.payment :may:..

zbe VOuchered to. the.State Auditorn immediately -
”””“:Y""'folioﬁ;ng the final’ spproval ofithe Common.:

A A T i ho ol Funq ‘appropriation: in an amourt equal
';to approximately Qne-sixth of the district'

fGeneral S'at_ﬁl

Bepinniné September 1970, payments will bei-
“made to’ apprové districts in .the same -manner &“
as General State Aid payments are made to all
ﬂlstr*cts in, the State: of. I1linois;~these.’
payments shall reflect any prior- reimbusement.

T

House Bill 529 was .passed by both the House and the
Senate of thé 76th I1linois General Assembly. However
the bill was vetoed by the Honorable Rlchard B. Ogilvie,
Governor of the State of Illinois.ﬁ B SEE S

cee
.....

Govefhor OngVie s mcssage to the Mambers of the
Housé ‘of * Representatlveé of ‘the. 76th General Assembly
dated October 13,.1969 reaas ' e P

e

R
NN

e I‘Hérewith return, without my, approval
House Bill 529 entitled . 'An .act. to amend, Secﬁionq
T0<19.1 'and ‘10.20.12"6fF 'The School Code!, :
approved March 18 1961 .as, amended.". !gj

: Th;s’bill prov1ded for changes in the
equirements uqder the full year schooi.plar’ . Such
changes were' recommended’for the: purpose of.en-. -
couraging further use of. the. full year; scﬁool plan.
Howéver, during the® leglslative proceﬁs, 4 RON=:
germane amendment distorted the original, intent of
this bill.

This amendment removed the option of any
school distrlct to operate only one or more schools
within the distriet on a full year schooi plan., The
effect of this change is to reguire that implementation
of a full year school plan must be on a district wide

-86~ .



.. basis. - This .change is unfortunate in that it would
““inhibit experimentation with the full year school
... Plan on.a;school-by=-school-basis in‘ the large urban
" Schodl districts which are most 1likely to find the
-need , for and :advantage .in- such-a full year school
plan.

For this reason I veto and withhold my
... approval. from House. Biil: 529. T

Respectfully submitted,

Rlchard B Ogllvie
Govérnor -

HSenate BIT1 1438 -

This blll was 1ntroduced on April 22 l970 by
SenatquGiLbert to amend- Chapter:l122, Paragraphs 10-19.1
and 10~ 20 12 of The School Code to provide for a full
.S¢hool year plan Ffor sechool dlstricts and requirements for

pupil abbendanoe and number of days a. teacher shall be
required to Leachy..- : s .

This billkwas~signed by::Governor: Ogilvie on the stage
of %the- gymnasiUm at West View Junior High School in Valley
View District #96 on June 29, 1970. '
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,Saoﬁionplo 19,* LJUTficienb nuMber of free

schools for the accomodation of all persons *n the district over the age

EC Wy

of 6 and under 21 yeans;:ana to saaare for.all su,“ pérsohs "the' right

and opportunity to an equal eduoatiun In such schools; provided that
children who=%§11caﬁ%aln the age of 6 years by December 1 after the first
day of a schooli term shall be entitled to attend school upon the
coimencement of such term,“an&mﬁhab in schools having mid-year promotions
those .children attalning the age of 6 years by May 1 after the first

aay of the second semester hall be entltled to attend school upon the

i

commencenient of such semes ter. pmee"éeé—-ﬂu_ther—uthat In any scnool

N " e R TR AT RN SR

. . . ,/"‘ i) i ‘3_'.‘:.”-:'-_'7._".'_
district operatlng,on.a full wear school quéhteriy basisT : dren‘whq‘

ﬁﬁiﬁ?‘- siy

g

0 days.afterfthe commencemenﬁ‘bf R
e - epechmin B SORBDIY

J 8L :
5eom shall be en itled to attend school upon the commenéement ‘of” such

will attain ane 6

.ﬂ:

b

Sernl. ‘e school dlstrlct mayl¥by pesolutionsof 1ts b@ard ailow

.4-'1 R

Ty s full y@ar schoo| plan
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AN ACT to amend Sections 10-19.1 and 10-20.12 of "The
School Code", approved'Maréhf18, 1961,nés amended.

Be it enacteq by the People of the State of Illinois;

represented in the General Assembly

‘Section 1. Sections 10-19.1 and 10-20.12 of "The Sehool
Code", approved March :18, 1961, as amended, aré amended to read as

follows:

Sec. 10-19.1. Full year school Thwzee-calendav-duaptes plan.)
Any school district may, by resolution of its”boardﬁ'dbéfété one or more

schools within the distriet on a full year school plan ealepndar-of-12

menéhs-er-23E—éays-e?-&eﬁaa}—papé}—attenéanee—eempatab&e-unée?—Seesieanig-B

approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Any board which

operates undér this Section shall devise a plan so that a student's

required attendance in school shall be for a minimum term of 180 days of

actual attendance, including not more than Y4 institute days, durling a 12

month period, but shall not exceed 185 days. Under such pian, re-ssudent

shall-be-Pequireé-te-attené-e}ass-fer-mere-thaﬁ-a-eenseeutéveuquarﬁee"

arnd no teacher shall be required to teach more than 185 days 3-eenseeutiwe
guarbers. Any-beapé-whéeh-epepates-anéep~thés—seebéen-sha}é—éevése—a
methed-of appeﬁsienéng-its—staéents-se-that—eaeb-g?aée-&ﬂ?eeéeé—thereby
will-have at-all- témes-aa-enpellment~es—appyeylmately— EZ-of-the-situdents

etigiblie %eo-abberd. A calendar of 180 days may be established with the

v aans b

ap
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Teacher Resignations -.-

In the opinion of the Assistant Legal Advisor to the
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, a
teacher submitting a resignation would be required to
notify the Roard of Education at least sixty days prior to
the beginning of the school term for which the teacher is
contracted. Thus,

If a contract begins ———e-- o Must resign by
June 24, 1970 . - - April 25, 1970
July 15, 1970 May 16, 1970
Bugust 5, 1970 - - - . June 6, 1970
August 26, 1970 - oo " June 28, 1970
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IVF. EFFECT ON COMMUNITY

POLICE

Sociologists and law enforcementL officials generally
agree that in both metropolitan ‘and suburban areas the
erime rates for Juveniles is significantly higher in = ..
summer than during other parts of. the year. This.is
attributable to several factors. one. of which 1is, the. fact
that most children are not atteriding school. No.studies
have been done in Valley View District #96 regarding
crime rate of the children enrollied in the six Valley
View Schools.

LABOR UNIONS

The majority of male emplioyees living within District
96 are bluecollar workers. Approximately 10% of the men
are truck drivers. Many workers work in the building
trades or in businesses which are closely allied with the
building trades~-lumber yards, short haul” trucking, etec.

Building trades employment tends to be seasonal. From
the beginning of May till the end of September, employers
depend on the good weather in order to accomplish exterior:
work in home and highway construction. Favorable weather -
is neceasary for pouring all types of cements, asphalt mixes,
and mortars:for bricks and stone and for earth-moving,
trenching, drainage projects, etec. The employers can 1ill
afford to have their employees take vacations during the
late spring, summer, and early autumn months. In fact,
many employers provide’ six day work weeks with frequent
overtime during the week

As weather: becomes colder and wetter, employees
are restricted:in the amount of exterior work they can
do, and the# weekly workload drops off drastically.
Short work weeks:and layoffs in the middle of the winter
are not uncommon. Requests for vacation between Thanks-
giving and Easter vacation are usually granted readily in -
the building'trades industries in northern Illiuois.
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From the employees point of view, he 1s familiar
with the work avallable during the various-:season$.of:

the year and hab conditioned himgelf to Mwork all he can'%
while he can.

When the U45-15 Plan was explained to a group of
community leaders at West View Junior High:School,, e TR
members .of #the; aldis jere;asked for, their reaction AR
to the schedul*ng 1., One man observed that: in l3 ‘
years he had nede? ‘tal en'a vacatlon uuring‘the summep wi
his children‘and that he wae'look;ng fTorward to d vacat-on
in the win*%ﬁ!orvthegnpfing w1th_hls entire family

No attempt wasnmade Yo' secure”an endorsement from ", _
any local or regional ‘laber union for several reasons.;}.“tfﬁ'ﬁfﬁw
The employees TFrom District #96 work in a wide range of o
geographic job sives within 30 minute driving radius of ,
their home. Also because many labor union locals have ;.- .1 .. ...
members from outside District #96, it was felt that to ~ =~ = =~
ask them to evaluate the plen.would have seemed pre-_ .. - .
sumptious: elpcefthere’are manJ other school dlstrtcts
represented bJ "c_members '

About: fo%' 'of'fﬁ_

school Grad
for Grad s 1~R
- nine-month. cel

put their éhll&;gﬁ'ln oné or the Catnolic schools

rather than in one of the District #96 schools. Honever, k.}“'ﬁfi
apprOXLmateln the °¢mavnpmbuf of famllles and Children f*ﬁ?h.:
i i: .

TN e
ROMES

board rembers o

. Bus servicr is
still prov1ded oir ome'of the parochlal students via’

the Distriet #9858 buse isthrict #96 still adminis*ers
the Title I1 funds for S¢. Andrews.



A.dual enprollment., program involving seventh and eighth !
graders from St. .Andrew's.school and West View Junior High 3 i
had .to be terminated ; Previously one group of ‘St ’ ’
Andrew s pupils had attended West Viewinh the morning for” ;
classes and then. returned to.:St. :Andrews. for afternoon ' !
classes. "Another group had attended classé&s at St. i Andrews
in the morning and then came to West View Junior High in
the afternoon .for classes,: Dudl enrollment . studerits’ were
welcomed and invited to- West -View:athletic events,®
social functions, and, extracurricular activities.

in the Bomingbrook and Romeoville areas it has been ' e
traditional for .Catholie. pupils attending publiec schools R
to attend one weekly session of: CCD instruction plus " *° _
a week or two of all-day instruction during the summer. S

Children of P'rotestant families attended traditional o
"Church. School" or. "Bible School" or' summer instruction""f?”
for one or two weeks in the local churches or. in thé - SRR i
Lockport or Joliet or Naperville churches

Questions arose for parents of District #96 pupils
who'weére concerned ‘with. finding time for a’wéek or two-
of religious “instruction during the year. There are :
several solutions to.the problem of: finding time: for these \
church schools . Since the families: know and-receive’ a - o :
calendar well in advance they..can make the.-church- leaders '
aware of the summer vacation schedules. of the various” j
children. Instead of having all the children present "at ¢
one time for two weeks during the summer the chureh could
schedule one_fourth of. the children for two weeks.and repeat
this four times., Naturally some . churches will not have' ’
the quantities of School children and will not have the
staff to .earry.,, qut a program such as this, but the .lgrger
denominatlons would probably find this -an adequate solution~“

.

LONG TERM ILLNESS BY A PUPIL

In discussions with parent groups this question A
frequently eame- up; "What would happen if a: child would & -V
miss an’ extended period .of. schaol due-to a serious’ i11= "
ness or, inJury (for instance a broken: leg)?"  Any ’
large schoél district has a:case or two eachi year‘where’ .
pupils are forced to miss weeks of gchool. Each case is" ' '~

-93- .




handled. indiyidually. - If-the.teacher; parent) ‘and bluild-
ing  prineipal feel that the pupil would-bénefit by being |
fioved to the:next -grade:at the end of theschool ‘year, then.
a chlld, can-bg moved:along with his cldss and allowed to .
make up.work by means-of:-homework ; homebound "instruction, .

or.independent:study. . - i

-..For. @xample, assume g ‘child assigned t¢ the D Group
suffers an_ injury on-September:1;:1970; and missés 30 elass’
days of school :andrassume.that he.is:ungble £o maké all
thls up through home study. How can the pupil make up the
equivalent rumber ofi.class 'days? When the “Studeént comes, .
backﬁtofscnpol,ﬁhe-canibeuplaced‘im a:cld§$3With children "
from"ﬁis,gmp:@@ighbarhoddfin:the'D%Group=fof115'claés‘dgys;?
Then when,.the D:-Group Is finished; ‘he éan be moveéd to the
C Group for U5 days, then to the B Group for 45 days. .,
After he..finishes ‘the:-U5days on‘ the' B Group:, .the boy has . .
completed; 30. ¢class days to competisate for the class days = .
which 'he gmisse_d-‘f'” e e Soened o Lo ‘ e £ .
15 class day ..
.day ..

Naturally the bﬁbil loses out oﬁ two

vacations;:but itnmustﬁbe‘remembéred“hq;hadfdf30,blass

vacatiopwimmediately-afterihe‘Suffére@jpgs_iﬁjufyhi'hﬁ
~=No-claims:are:madeithat thé”45;15‘échégulihgj@lan'ﬁill-f
providéﬁfer;allucaseswofflbssfbfﬂqlhés time by:a pupil, =~ =
but.the.45-15:Plan can do as'much’as- theé traditional . -~
school yeariin.providing-:flexibility for making-up'
class .ayS«: vy il ait T ereant LTEEOR RS

. . LI
¢ . . K

re.¢the ;81X bullding principals Were ‘given éutpoﬁity(IO'].

providéqfqrwmakeiup'workﬁiﬁfa?vQﬁiétyfdf’Waygﬁ”;jgQ:if;Ll

r;ngihe_pastuit,hasﬁaIWays=bEéh“the”éxpériehdéﬂthat,sgmé;
pupils:, do miss:; up to three weeks in the 'fall op in the =
spring because of movement into and out of different
school districts. ety e et

Cases where a pupil would gain additional days of K6 .-
classroom inspructionabefareJmcviﬁg“afe5§1éb“§Q$§iﬁ1§;;m@*_ﬁg
but iﬁﬁﬁgqhildgrepeatsuamfewﬁweeksvqT”é”gradé"lgﬁélmyhéﬁ“ﬂi’@
he moves; into,a; new .school; mostitedchevs and parents: oo
would not feel, that: this would beUHa?mTu13"A$fgjma§tgrf”_ﬂrf,
of fact, sevéral,teachersfeel that" this might®be bew— = """
eficial; in-that: 1t woulld make: the transition g 1iggie™™ 7 "
smoother. :
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HIGH SCHOOLS

Almost all pupils who finish Grade 8 from District ¥9o=;n-‘

go to Lockport Township High-School District 205 for
Grade Nine A few pupils in the upper-most northwest
corner of the district are in the Naperville High School
District. ‘A few pupils choose to attend Joliet Catholic
or St. Francis Academy in Joliet. The 45-15 Plan was
explained and discussed thoroughly with administrators
from District 205.  Their primary interest was that .
pupils whoi finiehed Grade Fight would finish before the
Ninth Grade pupils began in District. 205. No matter to
which group the family ‘is ass1gned all pupils who
finish Grade Eight in District 96 will finish before the
traditional starting date of the high schools in this
area.

NOMENCLATURE .

In the early development of the 45-15 Plan, the four
groups of. pupils were' cailed "Tracks". The term "track"
was frequently -used: interchangeably Wibh the term."tract"
in various news'media. - -

In 1960-1965, in Valley View School on Naperville Road,
all the children in Grades Six, Seven, and Eight,.were
grouped into "tracks"' according to achievement test
scores, teacher recommendation, and repont.card-gredes. . "'
Track A pupils'‘were labeled high, Track B pupils were
called average, and Track C pupils were called low.: ' -
Placement of pupils into Tracks was obvlous because each
track (three homerooms of approximately. 110.pupils)
followed a different tract (n.—a system or area of 1earning)

To avoid: confusion the term "attendance group" or .
"Group" was- suggested as a des1gnation for the pupils in
A, B, C, and@ Di./The 'terms still continue to be. used
interchangeably, byt the children ahd adults in the .
Valley View: Districet undemstand that the families are
grouped geographically, not according to ability or
achievement.

TEACHER-PROFESSTONAL - GROWTH

School board members, administrators, parents and
the teachers themselves were concerned about the pro-
Tfessional growth opportunities that would be afforded to
teachers working under the 45-15 Plan. Previously all
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teachers had been required to complete three hours of
graduate work every five years; .this requirement was
suspended by ‘the Board of Educafiori. Several large
universities, offerinv evening. and. Saturday graduate
courses in education are within one hour's driving: time _
of District ‘96, . In addition, universities offer’ graduate N
extension courses in LaGrange, Joliet,-and Aurora SR .JT :

: [ SO o
. : .:_f..- oot e
Vo .

......

Then, one may ask how does a dentist or lawyer or en«.
gineer malntain his profess1onal status through: ‘thé com—". R
pletion of formal course work?. -The answer is, of'course;™ %
that these professional people must:schedale their: eoursef“
work well in advance and must:be: willing to forgo T e
possible temporary loss of; income Srrloo il et TURLTD O Rberree

For the summer of 1970 those teachers who were com-
pleting their requirements for a master's degree weren,_m g
readily granted a contract which would not require them:.::" EARECSAR
to teach during the summer of 1970 § L

N LA R e

A ready supply of qualifled substitutes is anticipated

to replace those teachers who. wish to take advantage ‘o

one day workshops, three day institutes, etec.; ‘durihg the?f”"
school year.

MINOR SHORTCOMINGS OF THE 45*15 PLAN IN ASKING FOR vﬂﬂi RS

Ly M S

L TARE N

FEEDBACK AND PROPESSIONAL OPINION FROM PARENTS TEACHERS

AND BUSINESSMEN . o .4:,wﬁ”ﬂ¥;*

The.point wasqinvarlably brought out that this 'wa.s
a break with*traditions. However, few people viewed a e
break with tradition as being,a shortcoming. -Ther&rding ¥, '
doubt that the Valley View: 45-15 Coritinuous SchooliYeéar ™
Plan is different. However, breaking with tradition’ is *©
not always undeésirable and many.:times. is-desirable and-- '
necessary. The traditional school: year ‘would not" allow -

the pupils in District 96 to attend .classes for a- full
day for an entire school year.

The U45-15 Plan gets more "work" out of inanimate

objects--buildings, playgrounds, cafeterig: equipmentlr
projectors, school buses, books, etc.
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1) However, textbooks have.traditionally been written
for the nine-month school year beginning in September and
ending in May. A sixth grade reading book begins with
stories about the fall of the :;year, moves into poems about
Thanksgiv1ng, and then progresses through Christmas
literature,,stories about Washington and Lincoln, and ends
with stories about summer time.

What about those students who started on June 30
in Grade six .with a reading book such as this? In the
middle of the' ‘Sumnier they read about leaves changing and
before Labor Day they are reading the poems about Thanks-
giving. Textbooks may be written that way, but any
knowledgeable teacher can adjust her yearly course out-
line so that the class does not progress through the
book in the ‘exact’ order in which the book is written.

Any currlculum which 1is so inflexible that it can
not be adjusted from a traditional nine month school year

to a school year of four 45-day learning segments 18 ‘in’
dire need of revision.

In ome working day a.department head should be able to
make a detailed syllabus of. the major work to bé completed
by the typical pupil in his department in one year.-

2) The second minor shortooming of the 45-15 Plan is
the fact that. many. puplls will be moving into the dlstrict
and since pupils are scheduled according to geographical
areas, there is the possibility that pupils new: to the j
district may 10se a period of- schooling.

This. 1oss ‘of class attendance days is recognized as
a minor problem. . . ,

The maximum’ number of class hours lost by a pupil moving“
into the district into. an .area where the other pupils have

already begun ‘classes is much .less than.the c¢lass hours ™
which would be lost if the traditional school year were
utilized with half day .sessions. ;
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Despite the fact that a deilbexdbh“
all. parts, 'of the community.well: informed about activities
in Dist®iet 96 schools, from-time- to:time £t ‘wag“evident’
that isolated citizens were poorly: 1nformed or misinformed. s
A 24~hour per day dial—a-m°ssage information service,F

called, "Dial-Into-Eduecation.has:beenrused by the school.
district for several ;years. - Two minute mesSages which are”
changed about every week . tell about.@ifferent” aspects of
school operation MPeople in.the:-community aré urged ‘to"
dial this number by means: of. space: ‘filler Blocks: in the_m. e
local newspapers blurps -in news :letters: fromthe’ PTO and”’ | )]
from buildihg, principals, .and.-a- ‘notation on-‘each Tenu’ which .
goes home. A. brightly colored ‘emergency: infoermation’ card

was distributed to all parents in the community. This = . .
card, to be hung by the: telephone;’ gives the phone numbers o
of various ‘police. and; fire-units, thé numbers: of each ' . .
school buildings, and- the Dial~Into-Education number o

While this dialing message by itself furnishes a lot N
of information.to:.residents:. of the- -community;, it 4180 serves i
to indicate .that the school administrators are ‘faking an’ AR

effort to keep the citizens in-the comminity inférmed. B

Frequently mention is made of the fact that visitors .
are welcome at ;school ‘board meetings. " School" ‘Board members
and adminlstra'ors take the. ‘time :to :furnisH detaiTed

information and‘to ‘answer . quespions for ‘the news reportersT“E'sp'

at school board meetings .»These efforts over a'long -
period of time have done much(to ‘build. up:‘coniminity’ ‘eon’

fidence in the District 96 school board ano administrators,dum

e i LTV [
T el R ERLENER] 4 .

The superintendent and other School administrato"s EAEE

have always been willing to go out into the communitv

small groups Of citizens who gather together to- listen to g

representatives]of.the Valley.View Schools < g ‘ﬁi”ilf

l
l

As an example of how the aaministrat Ha)e b plans ahéad to

answer gquestions and provide information to citizens in
the community, each school secretary was provided with a
list of answers to the U4 most commonly asked guestions for
which they would receive after the family calendars were
malled home. It 1is significant to note that the

questions were anticipated, answers decided on, and
secretaries notified hefore any parents called in.
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i #5-15 TELEPHONE QUESTIONS' ANID" _ANSWERS

QUESTION #l -ffWhat 1$ this I Just got in the mail®?

Answer #1. BRI The 45 15 Plan is what District #96 will be
uaﬁmf;operafing next school year. We are going
et eOhithigiplan-becdause we - ‘will-be very

" overerowded.

Answer #2. ::.7 - @A Januaryi '15€H at 8:00D. .m, at West
Lore e i Vilew IJunion sHitgh Schopﬂ there wlll be a
» . x-Ranent-Teachér Organiaatlon meeting where
= tibhe #5415 PPTaN will sbe ‘ex Would
yow: pledise come? :

toperameprestonDesongf sobdo vlan wd

Answer #3 If you would liike: to get ten'or more
people together for a coffee klatch the

district will send representatives to o

.. «»youyi home' £o" ‘explain’ this plan to the-
o peopledyou assénble “Call 838-7981 ir
you would like to have. a coffee klatch.

' éIf you WOuld pleas"5D1al—Into-Education
-838-0699y youw will" hear a brlef explanation
’of the 45 15 Plan._;’”

Answer #ﬁ:'

QUESTION #2:. ;.- :I want to change the group my family is in.
Answer. If you would please &écument in writing
: why you must have your family changed to
another group and include in your
documentation your name and address, the
names of all children in your family that
will be in school next year, and send
thls letter to the princlpal of the school
where your youngest child attends this
year, the district will review your
request and you will receive a reply be-
fore mid April of 1970.
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QUESTION #3.

Answer.

QUESTION #i.

t

TSR

Answer, 7

il

PR
P S S
ISRV AN

sadvikdidunotiiretelve 4-16€6t6ér of anything.

o gn0£fice~at 838475065“-

What do I do?

@i w:Call 838-7981 and glve 'your name and..: .

address. A census form will be mailed

e i 60:¥6U Fhat ‘you will' have to fill out ¢ ¥
4: -~ andr return. in the . enclosed 'stamped

<:f envelope ... ¥owwill -be:Hotified then by
mail what group your. Pfamily is in.

with the. 45215 Plan:sholld“talk with the
.asslstant. principal-or-princeipal. If

he, Bhe-assistant.prineipal or Principal can

not satisfy theiwparent;-the ‘parent should
be directed to call thgngpggintendenpfs,ay

P SR N S
{nd el L

“iéééi&édiﬁﬁéaléttEPsiWith”EWO different
ggroupJassignmentSﬁ-fWhagfdéf; do?

:?Céii'§3é:f§81:- éi#g the secretary your

- by mail-after January 1lst as to your" -

correct assignment. We are sgorry for this ..

-inconvendence, - - _
- Chme ennow o .
e it
o i
o ) 2
L i

~100~ " -

.+ Any. parent who'is very dissatisfied’ =

cnbagro oname’ and ‘address, -the first names of 11

'”'}wzfuoﬁﬁthe.ghildQQHEthap_will;pgﬂhttending

school next year, and the two different
group assignments you received in the

mail. The district will then novify. you i

|

bl

| ]

s o e

|
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The telephone number 838<7981 was in the Research Office
at West View Junior ngh School (now. operating as the

Research and Development -Office and located at Park View
School). From January 5, 1970, when teachers and pupils

came back from Christmas vacation until June 9, 1970, when : -

the 1969-70 school year was over, every person who called
thls number to ask about any aspect of pupil scheduling
or the 45-15-Plan talked with Mr. Patrick Page. During .
this time hundreds:ofiicalls: were received -~ mostly -to -
report minor corrections:such’as ‘the spelling of a .
child's name . or:tozdsk questions about specific building
assignments._ PFew:callers -wére hostile or negative after
they understoon-how the 45 15 scheduling worked .

Between January 5, 1970, and the day when school
started, June:30, 1970, 'seven callelrs. ‘were referred to -
Mr. James R. Gove,: Ass1stant Superintendent because :they
indicated that they could not atcept the decisions or
information which they had received from Mr. Page or: one
of the building principals. Four parents made appoint-
ments with Mr. Gove and Mr. Page, came in for-a personal
meetling, and discussed thelr particular problem

In summary., once :the community as a whole and . parents
as 1ndividualis understood ‘thé 45 lS snheduling plan. and:-
once they understood . the rationale behind the - rescheduled
school year (that is, to get mdre and better utilization out
of the physical plant)the community accepted and cooperated
with the school district.
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The stu'ent body is divided into four edual groups
Each group goes to. school for. nine-months- ‘and "tHén " has
three months vacation.
various groups,‘one .0f .the groups .is on wvacation while"
three groups .are a‘r,‘r,endin'r school
required. Enables teachers ‘to.work for twelve months.’
Not a complicated system to set up or administer, except
that all
Parents offer. resistance, Myhat can: my “kids. do during 3’
three month, forced vacation- in]December January, and f
February?" Requires air-conditioning. el

Loyt

Four- Quarter Plan

The schéol year 1s made up of four uhree month o
terms, (60 days).’ Pupils pick the three terms out of the4”m
four that they wish to.attend. -Pupilsrmay also choose to
attend four: out of ﬁhe four. terms.f'Provides more “actual

school days for those pupils -who - elect to take four terns._
Costly. Do n

Modified Sumuer’ SeSSion g

Many courses are offered during an eight week
summer session. Pupils may take 40 classes of 120-180
minutes as a substitute for 90 classes of 40-50 minutes
during a semester--of regular school year. Popular for
typing, driver education, remedial reading, classes which
have been failed by the pupil, extra classes for the
purpose of earlier graduafion. Costly unless tuition is
charged. Pupils usually arrange own transportation.

The Extended School Year

The school calendar has had 4 to 60 class days
added to it. 1Instead of two semesters of 90 class days,
the pupil may have two semesters of 110 days to 120 days
in length. Costly. ©No savings in classroom space.
Teachers salaries, buses, etc., must be paid for the
40-60 extra days. A very good proposal for increasing

pupil learning, but requires a substantial increase in
cost of school operation.
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Saves on ‘classrooms "~ | | .l.

children .in, one . family must: Follow same SChedule_'.: T
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Staggered Term Plan (Rotating term plan)

Pupils are scheduled for quarters or: trimesters.
This spreads- ‘ehrbItment” throughout the year and saves on
classroomxrequirements Enables teachers,to teach more
months. Presents” Scheduling problems 1f groups are not
the same -size. and if: the terms are’ not of the same length.
Requires one fourth:or '‘one: third of pUpils to be .out for
3 months during the winter ' T

Continuous Progress Plan: ( Sti1l in plarning stages)

Several varieties including a trimester plan,
quadrimester plan, and "extended K-12 scheme." Goals:
Stress learning at individual's own pace in extended school
year; conserve teacher and pupil time; permit pupils to
accelerate a year; ‘provide "extra" time units for projects.

Multiple Trails Plan

Eleven month school with modular scheduling for non-
graded instruction. Daily time blocks free teachers and
pupils by means of staggered courses; school space and
resources are used more efficiently; enrichment and
acceleration are built in. Scheduling for 24 time modules
per day with every day different would require the in-
dividual scheduling of each classroom, each piece of
equipment, each teacher, each pupil or small group of
pupils. Legislation would be required to enforce attend-
ance for the eleven months.

12~-4 Plan

The pupils are divided into 4 equal groups; each group
attends on a different, staggered basis; all go to school
for 12 weeks and are then on vacation for 4 weeks. School
is closed for a week at Christmas, a week at Easter, and
2 weeks in the summer. Each group has a different starting
date so that at any one time only three groups are in school.
Groups stay in the same rotation order. Only 3/4 of the
classroom space that -would normally be required is needed.
Teachers may work 48 weeks and still have two one-week
vacations and one two-week vacation. One croup will have
34-43 days off at Christmas time; one group doesn't have
a four week vacation in the summer. Simple to schedule.
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9-3 Plan

Similar to the 12-4 Plan except pupils
9 weeks and then have a 3 week vacation.
at Christmas, Easter, and in the summer are
Because of legal holidays the four groups
necessarily have the same number of days of

;

atténd for
scheduled.

of pupils do not
classes.

The OSPI in Illinois has stated that all pupils attending
classes under a year-round school scheduling system must
have the same number of days of classroom instruction.

Therefore, a 9 week - 3 week Plan would not
in Illinois. - -
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V B. WHAT THE 45-15 PLAN IS NOT

The Valley View 45-15 Continuous School Year Plan is
not a short term or temporary pPlan for operating the
schools. The. first calendar cent out:-to’ the parernts was
only for.a 15-month period. ' The calenday designed by =
Mr. Page, Research.Director, was for a five-year period
of timé'tgninsure”that~the;plan.eohld-béfsdhedﬂlédlthrough
1975 barring.unfor::2en problems.: :The 45-15 Plgn- is looked
upon as a 'way of life.from nowiomM. ~ . o e TE

One.frequently asked guestion is "Now that the school .
districtjhas:gained;the.equivalentﬂof-doZehs of extrd
clissrooms”by-means,of:utilizing'mbre”days'of“the’yéar; what
is the school distriet .goingito do when the continued ..°
growih. in enrollment-makés the class sizes unmanagesable
again?" Ir. Hermansen has answered this question’ many.
times;. his answer is:"we-will:have to build more 'buildings
in the future. If classrooms cannot be built; we'll .then’
go to half day sessions .om the 45-15 Plan." - Y

The Valley View Schools have used double sessions be-
fore for certain grade levels_ and for certain school
buildings and there seems %o be no reason why pupils N
could not .attend classes. on 2 .two~-shift .per day basis on "~
the 45-15"Plan just .as they have attended clasSes on the '
two shift pev dayhba§§$[qn a traditional,school year plan:

Anothdi questlon has been. asked several times. "Since : -
the 45-15 ?lhn“hﬁs,g;yeh;the district_theTequivalent‘off~~
60 fullyfequipEGdela§SrocmSa(as.of.September, 1970): does’
that mean thai 60" clasSsrosms would have-to be bullt and:
equippeti just’ £o malntain the status quo.if the district’
dzclded to revert to a.traditional school. year?" . The . .
answef”is“yég,;gnl¢SS‘some Rrovision would:be madefor . -
providing the’ 607 classrooms by means of double shifting
the students.
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V C COMMUNITY SURVEY -
Sihcé the people mostluitally affected by a year
round operation are the families with children, one -

hundred forty families were .glven- a short questionnaireg

to ascertain their feelings about the 45-15 Plan.
.(See Appendix A.) -One’ hundred eighteen returned the
“form. Only- three were Judged non-usable. 4

- The sample was selected by choosing one child at
random  from each classroom. The questionnaire was
sent hone with the child and could be returned by a-

‘. stamped, addressed envelope that was .enclosed. No .

followup was made in order to avoid irritating parents,ﬂ{{

hence, the high percentage of rsturns is significant.

Ordinarily, the return on questionnaires is much . lower. o

unless: ‘elaborate followup procedures are used. Pre-
sumably, the parents were. Anterested enough in ‘the -
topic to give a high response.

. RESULTS

Vacations - Six items covered the topic of vacations,
the most. critical part of the .45-15 Plan. Generally,'
most of. the respondents were in support. of the various
vacation features of the 45-15 Plan, though not in
complete agregment.. -More important, few families - .
showed’ strong. obJection to inherent features of the
45-15"Plan. - Thus, while most families preferred vaca--
tions during -the summer, they still would rather have
four vacation- periods, one .during each season rather

than one.long  vacation during the :summer. " In addition,

they wanted their children to be all on vacation at
one time.;_ : .

In contrast, three aspects not inherent in the
vacation pattern were more controversial. Fortunately,

both extremes can be taken care of by individual teachers

and individual schools. Thus, while 35% want their
children to spend as much time as they wish in the
school library, another 35% want their children to be
free of school responsibilities and contracts. There
were 17% that wanted their children to have homework
assignments during the vacation periods but 19% wanted
their children to maintain close contact with other
children in school only in informal ways.

The full results on the six items are shown in
TABLE I.
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 TABLE I

oo, e

Item.f'”

o

1. Idprefer vacations (week or longe")

> response

2. The rest of my family prefers.

el j.vacations in'

'."‘g.a..
v Falde

et g,
d.

‘.
LeiTe

a.

:-.:~‘(b [RIRY
RN o JEENE

Cc.

No

Sprlng
Summer

Winter

respon et ..

'3 si For my- chlldren s vacations,‘i‘ﬂ
) ‘prerer‘ : _ s

One vacation a year,' 3 months
long .
Three- Vacations a year, 1,
month each '
Four vacations a year, one
during each season, and each
lasting about 3 weeks

response

4, For my children, I prefer to have
them

All have their vacations at the
same time

Have vacations at different times
(as I and my spouse). choose

Have vacations at times each
child chooses

No response

- =107~

' Responses by Parents to Vacation Items .

‘Most lL@?St
Prefer Prefer

:‘;‘,.'14%
.
5%

25

3%

15%

. 8'%,'

65%
127

97%
2%
0%
1%

. 5%
.r_‘_%
<~ 8%
75%

'Jll%

.14
8%
73%

117

58%

" igg

11%
12%

0%
18%
70%
12%
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Secord, a majority of the parents (51%) wanted
their children with one..teacher at least one year.
This poses a problem" iri"'scheduling i1f the teacher
wants a full, year, of employment. During the time her
children‘ape on vacation, ‘the’ téaché? can not be
assigned to a new group of students but must await their
~refurn three weeks later. In the meantime, she couild
Tdo.substitute work, take in-service training, and--do
other tasks., Actually, the Valley View Disgtrict
worked out anothér sélution for about” half T the’
teachers. Teams of three teachers were formed "which
will handle about 120 pupils. As 30 pupils are always
Ton vacation only 90 are phyclcally present eaqh day.
The pupils will have continuous contact: with three

'iamiilar faces instead of just one. In addition, all
'of the options possible with team ueaching will be
present, such as temporary groupings, differentiated
"‘tasks for teachers and sharaG planning '

LRI |

e d

Third, the parents “were almost equally split on -
a question that affects busing. Almost half (Hﬂ%)

) wanted their children assigned to schools . fhat the
staff Judved most suited for his needs,. but;another
large minority (43%) wanted their childre mto_attend
schools close to their homes. y

S

[ Saicanc:

]

Finally, almost no parents (5%) supported the
'\present degal requirement for children to enter school
in September. Inspead most, (5&%) favored entrance
when the child reach¢s 's§ix years of" age and . many (33%)
favored entrance when the child is ready to read as

determined by some oest AR L
_‘fx.)x

-shown in“TFBLE II.
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. TABLE-II
Responses by Parents to Scheduling Items

Ty d ey

Most Least

" Item .f ' ~ UL prefer Prefer
5. In contacts with teachers, I prefer
my  child to:
a. Have as many contacts as poséisié:
with different teachers. - ..15% . - 50%
b. Spend at least a year with ome "
teacher T 519 18%
c. Be assigned teachers as_the K
VY %17 administration: and staff de»ides 33% 17%
5 No:'response B ‘ Ny 1% 15%

7. A teacherishould’be:

a. Encouraged to work all year in our ..
. school system 50% 17%
b. Encouraged to work only nine
months each year, ‘using the
remaining time as he decides . 23% 50%
.+ w¢.vi..Required to work a11 ‘year, unless, RN
v he is ‘taking more course work’ vh"267.i,ﬁ._2H%
No response ‘f”l;', L ,1i%;}_:'; 9%
8.'-I want my chlldren to attend schools
ﬁhat are* - o
.?ua.«'Close tb our home- f?‘“ o W3z .. .;18%
- bs..“Most Suited to his- needs, as, ;, T
:~£3%?3udged by ‘the staff . ;f cuhg 218
“iei. ‘Mostisuited to*his’ needs, as
Judged by me (and my spouse) o 107 . 459

fﬁi No- response“?;ff L ,'J' o iﬁf" !QE%@ Tf.ﬁl6%

+::10. rUnder each of the plans, students ;'ﬁifln g
w . could ‘enter school &t several " f:r, R

differerit times during the year.

I would prefer my children to enter
the first grade (or to have entered,
if already in school):
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6. During vacation I would like my
children to: ' '

P T L N RSt T Y S s R RTA I |
snead  SpéndPdsimuch -time “in ‘thé

school library as they uieh 35% 13%
by Partieipate in school athletic .
+: events 25% - 29%

‘e.” Be free of school responsibilltles

and:coritacts:” o fﬁﬁmtzjﬁz 439

No response e 5% 15%
»pp 1l.  When on vacat;On -wouia'pféfér o

my childreni:ii=r 7@ v 7 o
a. To havée’ homhwor&““ss1gnments 174 71%
bit Be free 6 use %he school

library when they choose - 56% 2%
€. Maintain close contact with h

other children in school only P

in informal ways -~ ° 19% 16%
No response. = S :ﬁ”'f.ﬁs_ 8% 11%

Vi ) . l{;'wﬁg_”.
PR PR P SCHEDUL‘ING PRS- A

BTSRN

I Three kinds-'of sahedullng proble' “.yist with the
45-15 Plan. These:'are length’ and perLod of a teacher's
‘u»dcontract lengthiof time cach pupll is with one teacher
or teacher team, and the specific vacation pattern
("group™) that a family is on. -In turn, the possible
solutions to these problems will vary according to;the
distance a child canibe- tvanspor% Longer
cause a more complex bus schedule but can add freedom
to other scheduling needs. Some kind of .gcompromise 1s
. requireds Any compromise must tak intq consideration
parental demands. Hence, threé cr§t10a1 questions
~were agkdd of the pa? nus, sumﬂarlze , n'ﬁABLE II.
N LS AR i B
we i First, the ' parents were 1n surpr131ng agreement
that teachers should either be required to work all
=nyear (26%) or be encouraged to work all year (50%).
Thus the parents gene“ally did not seem concerned apout
teachers being :fatigued, & view contrary to mhat many
administrators and sdme teaeners expressed. @A

.4 L .-_f:\ . '.j i-:i.i-., K
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a. When each reaches six years of 54% 5%
age
b. When each 1s ready to read, as
determined by somz test 33% 36%
" ¢. In September, irrespective of S
" reading’ readiness - 1 AN L}
" No response - g T g

OTHER COMMUNITY AGENCIES '

- One item was placed in‘the questionnaire to’ find

out: 1f parents were more- concerned about the impact on

~others-or on themselves.. The- most - obviously affeécted

nén-s¢hool programs are the parks and other recreational
facilities. A majority (54%)"0f the parents thought
problems would be decreased for parks and recreation

“while-only a small numbep (12%) felt that problems
' ~”would be increased for the parents ‘

wfilJ:

wete T TABLE Ir
Responses of Parents to Outs1de Impact

Mot " Least

}Item l:‘“'”ff'”: 'filﬂﬁ, e T ;'Prefer " Prefer
e 9. The effect of having only one '’ "'liﬁfﬁf_’
7t Tourth' of ‘the students on vaca~ o
-'tion at any one time would be to
a. Reduce problems for parks and 0 0T
_ . Other recreational facilities 542 7%
. b. Increéase problems for parents S12% 53%
‘3ﬁc¢¥ Decrease problems for parentss 247 - 2449
NI ool P
- I No response Crede e “10% 0 16%
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"EFFECTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Always of concern to an evaluator is the impact
of the act of measurement on the people involved.
(A similar comncern in Physics is known as the Heesenberg
principle.) To be avoided at all costs is an effect
that would jeopardize the very program being evaluated.

Hence, two items were inserted to discover the
possible consequences of administering the questionnaire.
The general reactions were good, although the reactions
‘of “‘the 22 who did not return ‘the form is not known.

If the procedure is useéd- agaln then a followup interview
might be worthwhile to see if ‘this subgroup woulu'
“-react differently than the larger sample.' :

A majority of the parentu (53%) said they under-
stood better what the U45-15 Plan cohsists ‘of as a result
of filling out the questionnaire. Unfortunately, there
was a small group (10%) who salid they were more confused
as the result of the guestionnaire. In an attempt to
find out what may have caused the problem, the comments
of these people at the end of the guestionnaire were
read carefully.: Apparéntly, most of the confusion was
caused by the description of two other designs for
year round operation given in the introduction. Evi-
dently,’ ‘they were just beginning to grasp the details
of the 45-15 Plan when suddenly two other approaghes
were thrust at them through questionnaire. No previous
discussion had ever' taken place about these alternate
designs in the community presentations made by the
school officials. .

‘Even more important, a large majority (70%) said
they were more in favor of the plan aS the result of the
questionnaire as contrasted to'a very small number (3%)
who said they were more strongly against the 45-15 Plan.
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TABLE IV

¥ Responses of Parents About Questionnaire

o Most Least
Item ' " Prefer Prefer
12. As the result of filling out this
questionnaire:
a. I understand better what the '
45-15 Plan consists of 53% 3%
b. I am confused about the
45-15 Plan 10% 62%
¢. I did not learn any more than
I knew before - ' 30% 18%
No response _;Ev': _ T% 17%
13. As the result or filling out this
quéstichnaire: " " N
a. I am more in favor of the N
CUU5-I5VPlan ¢t S, T0% 5%
b. "I am more strongly against the
4y5.315 Plan' - 3% 26%
¢c. I am now more in favor of the
. 60=20"Plan. 7 5% 9%
d. ‘I am how, hore in favor of the
*80 90 Plan ﬂ_”~ ug 35%

No response """ ke SR 18% 25%

GENERAL COMMENTS

At the end of each questlonnalre, each respoiiGesnt
could add comments, which most (50%) did. A fair size
minority (22%)railseu’ one or. more questions or voiced
specific object1dn's” th parts of the 45-15 Plan. Most of
the concerns, however, stemmed" from” 14¢k of knowledge
about details of the obviously more complex school
organization. A smaller group (8%) were emotionally
against it in principle, irrespective of the adjustable
features of the plan that could accommodate the speciflc
objections of many other parents.

Any school district contemplating a year round

operation needs to be aware of these possible objections.
Hence, the speclfic content is discussed in more detail.
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"We are strongly in favor of leaving
the school system llike it is right
now and always has been.,.even.if we
could pay higher taxés I'd say $500
on a little four-room house 1s high
enough. "

"No matter what parents feel or what
our’” opinion is, the state and the‘ﬁ
so-called "educators" will do as the ey
please!...I'm unhappy about your
45-t5:but at the same time I ‘ean
understand why you' re trying to put
45-15 into action.”™ "~

"I hope it fails." (1.1;@',1:_3&&;53 ';é_ur_s)."

"Po put it emphatically bit not
delicately, it stinks....I feel our
children should enjoy a normal
3-month summer vacation as children
everywhere else do." '~

"I am really not 4t all happy about
the all year school plan. I feel
children need the” summers., off.":

"I speak for many working mothers
when ,I say the 45-15 Plan will not
work ‘for us. No- companl will let us
work on 45-15 Plan, so there go’

our jobs,:and needed extra income."

"I do not want my children going to
school during summer months., I
don't feel they would be interested
enough in their schéol activities
to learn...'

"ol I don't like our children. being

used for' experiments and believe thatj:;
the young teachers need a little T
Soo5R rh

more supervis




VI CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

. The - feasibility study, plus the actual experiences

‘6% planning the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School

Year Plan, leads to these conclusions and recommenda--
tions.

R Any'school system can move to ‘a- year round
' “-'Schoal ‘operation if these three;problems in .
+ winning acceptance are ‘gticipated and' N
‘planned for ' L e T ——

oot f

A. Winning community accep ce. . ';rﬂ
B. Involving profess1onal staff with ali R
of the Qe01f1c ramifications of the

ioperation, especially student scheduling.

c.h Developing a model or des1gn that does
not penalize, in the eyes of the community,
cértain families.

DISCUSSION:

Probably orily busing and integration issues will
more completely involve a community than:a proposed year
round school operation. Every family is affected.
However, much of the controversy about busing and inte-
gration comes from thé feelings of many-.families that
they are being treated unfairly. ‘Hence; 'a design for
a continuous, year round’ school operation must appear
as fair“to all families. ' Thus, .any plan. that makes
one-fourth of the families take vacations in the winter
will be deeply resented, by .those families whoiido not

want their children on vacation during .the winter
months. ‘' ‘Two possible solutions are.to have all students
attend school all year or to split vacations into small
segments throughout the year and then stagger the seg-
ments so that only a portion of the student population
is on vacation at any one time. The 45-<15 Plan gives
every child a three week vacation in each season of the
vear.

Of course, winning acceptance requires more than a
good year round design. Pecple must be involved. For
the community, this requires keeping them informed,
allowing them to raise questions, and answering the
questions promptly and warmly. For the staff, many more
detailed answers are required. This can be done only
by simulating a fully operating schedule, so that all-
conceivable questions can be answered. This approach
has the added advantage of allowing changes to be made
as unanticipated problems arise. Of course, no simu-
lation will be so complete that the staff is fully
acclimated. Only an actual operation will do that.
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2. Any district planning a year round school
operation must appropriate sufficient resources
-to do the planning properly

DISCUSSION

Every practical problem in a year round operation
can be solved with sufficient anticeipation and follow-
through on the problem. Even if the prime motivation for
shifting to a year round operation :is to save money,
initially, extra resources will be needed to set up a
staff of two or three persons for at least a year to
anticipate and resolve various problems. Ones of special
concern to Valley View were:

‘A, Air conditioning for the summer months.
(This was not really an extra cost,

but a substitute cost for heating.)
Scheduling of staff and students.

. Winning of community support.

Developing pusing schedules.

. Studying financial costs.

oM O @ W

-Planning of new buildings, which

are still in need, because the 45- 15
Plan only temporarily solves the . _
need for added space resulting: from o
rapidly expanding enrollments :

.G. Obtaining neCessary changes in the =~ - *
.- state legal codes for the operation.
. of a year round school :

1
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3. The prime motivation: for moving into a year
s f'round operation should.not be to save a large

'percentage of the annual budget but to
demonstrate to taxpayers that educators can
plan more adequately, make more efficient
use of avallable tax dollars, and show the
creativity that industry has used to:ad-
vance it so rapidly.

- DISCUSSION

Careful analysis of anticipated costs of the 45 ~15
Plan show that the. savings probably will be about 5%.
The savings could go as high as 7-8% if all efficiencies
inhherent in the 45-15 Plan are taken advantage of.
However, for various reasons, it may prove difficult
to hang on ‘to every savings p0331ble :

‘of course, the prime source of the savings is the
extended use of capital outlay - land buildings, and
equipment Staff costs might go up slightly, because of
possible reduced turn-over and consequent overall rise

~ in mean salaries as older staff members move up the

salary’ schedule. A contrary trend might be reduced
teacher demands when on a full year saliary.

The long range consequence of these savings, impor-
tant lu'itseli, may ue to improve taxpayer attitude
toward eéducation, so that more referendums.can be passed
that will make other improvements possible. One reason
taxpayers now are so resistant 1s that they feel that
increased tax rates do not bring corresponding improve-
nents.
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4, - Curriculum need not be changed in‘'any signifi-
: cant ‘way to implement & year round schonl
operation, but the breaking ‘away from oie
“tradition establishes a cllmate for making
'.-other changes as well.

DISCUSSION

No important curriculum change was planned to accom-
pany the 45-15 Plan except one. Teachers, when explorlng
the complications of the plan conceived the idea of
icooperative teaching," a kind of modified team teaching
approach. Three teachers would work together to take

_.care of 120 students with -only 90 in school at any one

time. Once old .patterns are broken, it is relatively
easy to undertake other changes as well, cspecially’ if
they appear related.and supportive Of'the year round
activities. The cooperative approach arose with no
stimulation from the administration. It is now clear
that additional changes could have been nurtured if

.there had been the de31re.~<r : -”:7”_

However, the school dlstrlct dellberately ‘¢chose not
to emphasize other- changes- because the '"message" to’ be
presented to the community would be simpler ‘and more’
easily understood. Also, because no other district had
similar enough experience in' introducing a staggered N
vacation plan, the task of informing the" communlty and
profe331onal staff already looked b1g enough
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5. Evaluation and feasibility studies, while
necessary for long range assessment of year
round school operations, need not be a
.gerious impediment to:speedy planning and
implementation of the 45 15 Plan 1n other
school districts X j

1

DISCUSSION: .. | i+ . cnr

The experlience of the Valley View School District

. proves that the 45-15 Plan can be operated. It is a

feasible plan.

Evaluation is a somewhat dif erent problem
Ideally, an evaluation design should be built into any
year round school operation, just :as it should be in any
existing operation. However, the lack of an evaluation
design is..no reason not to implement. the plan any more
than it would be .an argument- tc close <down:any existing
program simply because evaluation is not formally
incorporated. . School programs have and. will contlinue to
operate without rigorous evaluation. :

However, the spirit reflected in the 45-15 Plan of
doing a better job for the taxpayers and for students
means that, some type of evaluation be inciluded. Minimum
base line data ought to. include one or more measures of:

Student. achievement.

A
B. Morale of professional staff.
C. Community: acceptance B
D

s LaE i rinya
Detailed financial costs.
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‘OTHER"MATERIALS

The following is the script which accompanied

the slide

presentation which was used. to.give back-

ground information to groups of parents -in-the

community.

The script was read by Mr. Fred Mumaugh,

a teacher at West View and a part-time radio announcer.

During the past few months you as a community

member of District #96 have no doubt had
occasion to hear ar read publications deal-
ing with our continuous school year plan.

: i,Or as; it 1s referred to, The Valley View
b5 15 Continuous School Year Plan.

"fYou probably have many questions concerning
- .fhe plan and why. it .was des1gned Copnid]

M“Or~seek a. fuller understanding of just - how

the plan will. effect you and your children.

. Basically, the Valley View 45-15 Plan is

something:. that: has been developed: for: your

:;gchildren and around our particular school
, district and community- - .. e

It is a plan-that has been-born out of
necessity

To better understand this let's take a
moment to look:into. the. past,ipresent,
and future growth pattern of District #96.

In 1953-54, Valley View School was con-
structed, with building additions made be-
tween the years 1955 to 1959. The school
has 31 classrooms and a capacity of 930
pupils.

Park View School was constructed in the

years 1962 and 1963, with building additions
made between the years 1963-64. The school
44 classrooms and a capacity of 1200 pupils.

North View School was constructed in the

years of 1963 and 1964. The building has
31 classrooms and a capacity of 1000 pupils.

-120-~
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West View Junior High School was constructed

: " in 1966-67.  'The building has teaching

- s 1”%taﬁionS“rhther'than_pragitipnql;glassrooms
and a capacity of 1200 pupils. ™

Brook View School locdted in"Bolingbrook,
was constructed in 1968-69. The building
has 16 classrooms and a capacity of 480 pupils.

And lastly, Ridge View School, ready for use
in the fall of 1969, has 16 classrooms and
a capacity of 480 pupils.

o iy

Thus, the total capacity of students in our
Six district schools'is 5280 pupils from
first through' eighth grade. .
The construé%ioﬁ“df“fﬁe“§ix‘previously cited
schools has been a result of a tremendous
" growth within our community. . For .a moment
1et"s Took’ at this priowsh.

"In 1952, six one-rdom country schools were
unifiéd-by“annexation; and in 1953, one
More one-room country schopl was annexed.

At this time thé?bdbuiggidn 6feR6meoville,
the only incorporated area, was, 150, and

relatively “Stable until 1957.

TRy

"In'1957, 600 acres were taken into the Village
of Romeoville'and“the'first”Hampton Park
,Subdivis?ggpwas}pggupa_pﬁving a-population of

o197, L AT e b
HOEN T TR I A . : oo )

Soon afterwards’ the £01lowing subdivisions
were begun. College View, Mikan Subdivision,

- Wégtﬁury,'Kiﬁgé'PagkquQIOnial.Village and

et

*ﬁFser@dy”mqréfggﬁdiy%§;¢ﬁ§¢dfﬂﬁampgon Park.

V-Rééeqﬁiy,TS@gqﬁ,&?ddkééédfﬁéécoﬁ Ridge were
PraLTies f"b.eg,.l‘!n, SR SN . -, . -;:-: o

PR} O R TS PN AL T S
- The rural areas have experienced .a build up

"”fwiﬁh;sevé?alwgﬁ.thesﬁﬁbgivlsionﬁfﬁqrming the
T Village of Bolingbrbok, . .. ..
Bareon e, i RS T e R N I
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. .Also, it has been confirmed that the follow-
- .ing,. subdividers have filed plat maps with the
- county zoning office.

Hoffman Rosner

L Levitt

.'Vah;Heéelbrook

. Barr .

Winston Muss

“fThus in the neav future there will be

14,500 dwellings plus the:continued growth
of existing subdivisions

'jFrom a beginning envollment of 89 pupils in
© 1953~ -54 to our- current enrollment of over

5,422, you have continually beeniable to
provide the highest quality of education and

-.updated facilities - for chi]dren.

" But, what about the future? This is where
our real concern lies

Within a matter of months, our six buildings

ST will, due to. increased enrollment; no longer

be 1arge enough to offer the best education

. -that; your child needs! Why? a8

‘It is estimated that enrollment will in-

crease 12% or 655 pupils in 1969-70 and 20%
or 1438 pupils in l970 71

0.

lf:The two factors contributing to such an in-

.;L,crease in enrollment. are Number:l;'the ex-

" pansion.of subdivisions and Number 2, a

state law effective in 1970 requiring that

.the school distriet provide 'a kindergarten

education for each school aged child.

. .This means. that in, the.school year 1969-70
. ..there wlll be approximauely 340 'pupils more
"than the schools .were built to .educate and

in the school year 1970-71, an additional
1438 pupils!:?
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'be done'

_-ings throughout‘the year.‘;"

g

)
‘L]" H

As ‘a result’ there could be as many as 60
pupils plus, in one classroom or. % day
sessions;., . -

A simple solution to overcoming this problem
would be to bulld more schools. It can't

Sty
K

"=The taxpayers in our dist ict have .approved

borrowing of the maximum aMount of money for
'building purposes. under state daw,.

Thus, after many months of” research the

Valley View U5-15 Continuous School Year

- 'Plan’ was developed

v i

This ‘plan offers a design whereby our pupils
will not be in overcrowded conditions and
they can attend a.full day of clagses.

It is a plan whereby the pupiis will utilize
existing school facilities and present build-

U

......

The success of the Valley View MS lS Plan is
founded on a thorough study of the. strengths
and“1imitations of 'dther continuous year
programs, taking into consideration every

possible aspect of pupil and community needs.

f?Here “then 15 a brief description of the

Valley View HS-lS Continuous School, Year

v PLami i

A N S B A 1' . ' S

It is a scheduling system that utilizes the

.....

)The pupil population is divided into four

equal groups--A, B, C, D. Children in the
same family are always .pPlaced in the same time
schedule unless the parent requests otherwise.

Fin

' Faaidor e e o oo lpargn s
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This 1s a calendar which has..been.made up
for the school year,l970 71.; Legal holidays,

" Saturdiys' and Sundays, a week at Easter, and

an adjusting period of six to nine days
are designated as times when the school is

3 closed.__, S e

Each of the four groups of pupils will
attend 45 class days and then have 15 class
days vacation. e

In- every;season eaoh group has lS class
days of vacation. o :

éy staggering the starting date ofqeach of
the groups, at any one time only three of
the groups will be attending any one class
day. ‘ .

BT “"L-','

“The'’ four groups will always stay in the
same order of rotation

CIny calendar year each group will attend
classes 180 days or, 4 sessions of 45 days
per calendar year. .. L

“‘What about ‘the, dlstant future under the
HS 15 Continuous School Year Plan°

" Orice our bonding power is regained, school
buildings will still have to be. constructed

.\l

"However, under the 15— lS Plan, for every 3

schools of equlvalent slze constructed we

_ will have gained a fourth.. . .; gl

s '-, |x

TiMEPK Twain once Sald *To get rid of submarines,

boil the ocean. How you-boil.the oeean 1is
your problem " ,'”"'a e e B

And in this statement we realiye that there

" will be many périods of adjustment now/and

In the future common only to our district.
We must, then, work together in an effort to

maintain the type of education that will afford
your chlld the best that our district can offer.
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VII B OTHER MATERIALS

News articles from local and regional newspapers
were collected, mounted on 8% x 11 three-hole punch
paper, and placed in ring binders under the following
catagories in chronological order:

A) Growth and development in Valley View
District #96 area or Will County &rea..

B) Building construction (including bus barn),
remodeling, purchase of buses.

c) Census and data-processing.

D) Curriculum, teacher study committee,
kindergarten program.

E) Instructional TV, Illinois Bell lines.

) Classroom Teachers Association, teacher
negotiations, salaries.

G) Other schools in Will County, Illinois,
or United States. '

H) The U45-15 Plan.

Articles relating to the Valley View 45-15
Continuous School Year Plan are included to provide in-
sights into how the news media presented the 45-15 Plan.

i
|
!
I
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SCHOOL BOARD OKS
§$5.5 MILLION BUDGET

A five and one-half million
jdollar bud get was adopted at
jthe Monday eveningboard meet-
ing and budget hearingof School
District 96, The separate funds

jwere broken down as follows:
3 Education 3,207.738.07
Building 309,261.55
Bond & Int. 450, 600, 00
1 LM.R.F. 38, 760, 00
% Transport. 179,062.00
Construction :
West View 34,362, 15
5 New Schools  1,383,139,14
4 Total $5,602.922,91

Finance Chairman James

» Bingle praised the budget as be-
3 ing the most realistic in the his-
) tory of the schvol, and credited
business manager Dan Sufoletto

for the new and more compre=-

§ﬁﬁ]¥e format, 2t
ollowing motion was pro=

pored by vice~president Harold
Lindstrom:

Y] move that the Board of Ed~
ucation of School Vistrict #96
direct the district administrative
team to begin, forthwith, de-
tailed investigation procedires
on various possibilities of updat-
ing our school calendar. That
the ultimate primary purpose of
these investigative proceedures
shall be to design a sound ed-
ucatiopal proposal for the ex-
tended use of school facilities
and personnel in District #96.
Ao, that the administrar -
jve team make recommendations
1o the Board of Education on their
findings and that these recom-
mendations shall be made with
the expressed purpose of up dat-
ing the District #96 school cal-
endar no later than the 1971-72 .
school year.” All approved the
motion.

What the above means is that
the board wants & program ©On 2
12-month school year. Super-
intendent Kenneth Hermansen
and multi-=media director James
Gove had announced at previous

‘meetings that they are in the
process of investigating this pos-

sibility,
ERIC
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Brge 12 Month

School Year
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District 96 Superintendent
Kenneth Hermansen was urged by
the Board of Education at Mon-
day's meeting to expedite plans
for a 12~-month scheol year as

.soon as possible, Hermansen
and administrative assistant Jim
Gove reported that they had
spent considerable time stdying
this posibility, but that much
more research was still 1o be
done.

Board vice-president Harold
Lindstrom said he had thought
that such a program could be in
effect by 1970. Gove szid the

earliest target dat2 they could i

work toward would be in
1971, He and Hermansen ex-

plained that at present there was .
but one school in the country

that was carrying a full-fledged
12-month school year, and that
District 96 would t2 largely
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_pioneering in this field.
T T s~ e T U
A two-cent Ievy was 2oV

ed for a building fund for spec-
ial educaticn facilities, This
tax will be on the 1968 levy and
will provide funds for this pur-
pose mext June or july.

Approval was given to adver -
tise the sale of bonds (hajiding
fund) and to award bids iz Sep-
temober or .2 later date if the .
bond market is cxpected to be
more favorable later.

Attorney Eu;cne Korst, in his -
report on the approved land pur-
chase from Alexander, said that
the contracs had mot yet been
returned by Richuard McKool.
He also revealed tharthe Becheel
Qil pipeline right-of-way cuis
through a portion of the property
just north of Park View School.
This is one of the two plots the
board is purchasing from Alex-
ander. Xot said he asked Mc-
Kocl if the sale of the right-of-
way to Bechtel was a factor in
reducing the gale price of the
land to the School. McKool, he
reported, said it did not.

"Twe resignations were accept-
£d and five teacher contracts
approved, ‘The activitie: fee for
West View Jr, High was setat
$:8.50 with the option 0 make
payments in two parts.

e m———
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Wil Get

By Louise Schaller

Construction of a 16 room
schoal in Romeoviile will
bezin iuuncdiataly. A land
purchase contract was
sizned by the Pistrict 96
Schisol  soard  President,
Bruce Wetster, and Vice
Presiduit, Harold  Lind-
strem, at Mconday’s District
96 boara sessisn.

A foticr aviliorizing the
cantrz.sor e bugin work
was also signed by Web-
sizr. Lacation of fne build-
irg will be zouth of Romeo
R4, mifway bLetween Rt. 53
snd the poiwer lines ai the
west vidage lunigs.

Cblimation.  of  Bechtel
Qil Cempesay  regarding
their. easznit on the re-
ceally  acquired  acreage
eorth of Park View Sdbool
wos onidin:d by  Fugene
Ko..:, hoard zatiormney. Al
disturaences to the property,
if any cccur, must be satis-
fﬁc'm.y rezaingd by the oil
coTuly.

Cuoastre~ it of criveways
aad cidzwetks over the ease-
ment by the scucol is permis-

sible accondiig to Attomey.

Korst.

Teachers  eppruved:  for
hiring wore Lillian Bdgerly,
third grede at Park View;

sizth zrade,
Demiis Shea .ok fores, and
Ruth Burd, fifh grade, Vai-
ley View; Ricinid Burd and
Samira Pird, social studies,
and Ne.osa Fizales, special
educz ien, West Vicw,

Joyce Velumir will be ad-
minisirative iuiern and Ed-
ward Crom.:2 will be at-
tendance ufficer.

Jean Green,

c?"'r /'/Pf“a’cf /{/PLL‘

School Censtruction
Inderway

Appreciation to the board
was cxpressed in a jetier
from Ray Prge, state super-
intendent of public instruc-
tion, regarding theis enact-
ing the two cemt tax levy
recently voted into law.

Dcllg Coleman, school
cafeteria  supervisor, gave
a repoit on the past years
suceessful cafeteria  opera-
tion. Mrs. Coleman cited a
need of additional appliances

* a1 Morth View School. Need
~of 2 sieam kettle was one

" of the major items.
Joifn Lukancic, assistant
- supeimntendent, asked for

the canccllation of a sabba-
tical leave previously grant-

" “ed’ Marge' Harlun. She had

bzen a first grade teacher
at Park View and will now
teach in the special ed de-
partment.

Enroliment figures were
read by Kenneth Hermansen,
superintendent. Hc predicted
enrollment reaching 5,000
plus students in the first
week of the semester. Park
View has 1,607 students;

"'“‘?ﬁmo,

‘PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY

RlGHTE MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED
4@5 b N oot

%/ﬂf fo gt f e bl Tl 2

70 €fIC AND ORGANIZATIONS

OPERATING

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(UNOER AGREEMENTS WITH THt L S OFFICE
OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRODUCTION
OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PER
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT CWNER

¢

g

26

North View, 1,072; Valley
View, 1,086, and West View,
1,i88.

Schoo! audit report by
Grumley, Thornton, Dicke
and Clark indicate that all
procedures used in the
school finance records were
correct and the books in
order.

Use of building facilitics
for hoiding two danres was
appfoved.: President Webe
ster instructed Dan Suffolzt-
to, business unager, to:
stress the need of chaperonus
and adult supemvision in ac-
cordance with bsard policy.

Seventy-five bid netices
will 2e sent to prosyectiive
bidders on ihe bonds from
the referendum held in Sap-
tember of 1967. Bids will be
awarded at the Sept. 23 mest-
ing.

A one-half hour exccuiive
session was held regrrding
site focation.

Details of an zgresm-nt
between the school and toe
Roweovillc R ecreatiop’
Board will bz negetiated by
the attorneys and wi’l te aa-
nounced at the Sept. 9 board
mecting.

Educational provizions for
12 St. Andrew’s cighth grade
students were mads.  Stu-
dents will attend 5t An-
drew's for religicn and math
and the remainder of their
schedule a3 <Yes: View suniof
High.

Details were worked om
by Hermansen, Frher Ar-
thur Maher anc! Lutancic.

L

Mectings arc being sched- -
uled on the project of imves-
tigating the feasihility of &
iZ monih scheoi progrum.
Session will be held Sept. 10
at Park View. Boyd Bucher
wi\l' speak over the local
radio station Oct. | and Nor-

. thern hlmons University will

hold a’ seminar Oct.

22 on |
campus. s

]

A group of mothers pres-
ent inquired about bus trans-
portatior.. Board mer"-

allowed & o= * " | .1 ses-

* sion with them to cxplain’ all

phases of the busmg pro-
gram.

Next meeting will be Sepi.
9 at 7:30 pm. at Park View
School. s :.
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Adminisirators”/Z

Meet with Press

‘Three  newspaper - persons
met with -District 96 School
-officials Sept. 10 to discuss

varibug methods of w-m-lnnn

tO1 L H Tt e

the people.

Superintendent  Kenneth
Hermansen spoke about the
research now being done on
a 12 month school year. All
phases of this method to use
the présent ‘school facilities
will be.explored.

*Superintendent Hexman-
sen emphasized his intention
of keeping the public advised
of all' progress on this pro-

gram. He noted that parents

should. be aware that their
children will not be going to
school the entire 12 months.

. Literature dealing with the
12 month school was given to
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the' press and articles will
appear on the subject.

One advantage of this.new
pian wouid be to aiiow a stu-
dent to have fewer teacher
changes. Drop out . race
should also decrease.
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Mr. Kenneth Hermansen,
Superintendent of the Element-
ary Schoonl Dictrict #96 will

presenta report on a ]ohet radio

station on the exlporation of

year arcund schools in the dis-
trict as a possible solution to the
cvercrcwded conditions in the
schools.

Hermansen will give a pre-
liminary explanation of how the
children of the district would

HERMANSEN TO TALK ON
12-MONTH SCHOOL YEAR

attend school on a 9-week, 3-
week rotation basis. If such a
plan were to be placed in opers
ation, it would require changing
the customary school calendar,
and would have a major effect

on all residents of the district.

This report will be aired over
radio staction WJOL;, AM at

"6:55 p.m., Tuesday, October

first.

,D

R‘mdio f'(‘rmz
Re&@pmf .

Kenneth Hemmansen, su-
perintendent of School Dis-
trict 96, will present the su-
perintendent’s annuaf report
Oct. | at 6:45 p.m. over 1a-
dio station WJOL. A major
theme of his reporting deals
with over-crowded conditions
in the district. Possible so-
lutiens to the over-crowding
will be discussed.

One major pian ihat Her-
mansen will explore with the
listeners is that of operating
the schools of District 96 the
year round. If such a plan
were to be placed in opera-
tion it would nccessitate the
changing of the customary
school calendar.

Hermansen will give a pre-

. liminary explanation of how

the children of the district
would attend schocl on a nine

. week, 3 wpek rotation basis.

g
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Joliet Herald-News, Tuesday, October 79, 1968—

Year-round class
plan awaits OK

ROMEOVILLE — A propcied) Under the plan each group
jyear - round school scheduleyiouid aiend class 43 days and
ithat would affect 4,69 students) ve 3 15 gay vacation break.
is suff awaiting final state A iy three aro 1d be :
!provaL it was learned Monday; ONIY threc groups wou in
l=nigh! at the Valley View Di5-gcl355 at any one time, The oth-
_ttrict 98 School Board meeting.  ‘er would be on vacation. Stu-
, The d5 - 15 plan calls forigen o would aill attend school
Iclasses in District 96 schools to!m 1ot 180 davs

run through the sumrier and: ¢ requirea ayh.
istudents to be divided nto four; [ approved, the plan could go

"Igroups. linto effect by September of

g e S e i me e i]S)T() and maybe earlier. Dis-
© juict 96 officials said they
gwnu]d hald a public meeting in
‘the future to inferm parents on
§the progress of the proposal.
¢ A projected calendar for next
five years under the plan will

'give students a week vacation
iat Christmas and Easter along
‘with the regular legal holidays.
In addition to these vacation
{periods, th: school would only
.be closed tor a week in July.
Presently District 98 schools are
closed all summer.

—e et e
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NOT CRITICAL~

BUT DESPERATE

The simation at Lockpeort
West High School has passed the
critical stage, and is now des-
perate. Even principal Charles
Whalen, who had been optom-
istic about his ability to squeeze
two pupils into space built for
one pupil, bhasadmitted that
the end of the line is here.

Lockport West, tuilt 5 years
ago to house 1000 stadents, now
¢ housing 1800, Wha'en has
maanaged to cope with this situ-
ation by having a large percent-
age of the studen® starting their
classes one period before the
bulk of the student body, and
distaissing these pupils one per-
i>d eserler. Dy mext September
L‘ae schoolwill have a minimum

L2109 ey wed al

Q
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will not. make it possible to
provide a proper education for |
the ptudents under those crowded |
conditions.

It is obvious that something
must be done between now and
rext September. It goes with-
out saying, thatadditional fac-
ilities and stafi are needed, but
the voters hove time and time
again refused to vote the funds
needed for expansion. And
even if the voters gave the.
hoard of eéducation the funds
for new ¢lassrooms and teachers
today, the new additions could
not be ready a’l 1970,

‘The onk’ interim measurz
that i1 pow foesible is the shift-
ing of som» west side pupils to
the Cenwal and Eaat campust.
These schools are also at or
pver capacity, but nowhare as

Administrators
Meet with Press

the press and articles will
appeur on the subject,

One advantage of this new
plun would be to allow u stu
dent to have fewer teacher
changes.
should ulse decrease.

“Three newspaper persons
met with Districi 96 school
officials Sept. 10 to discuss
various methods of reaching
the people.

Superintendent Kenneth
Hermansen spoke about the
research now being cGone on
a 12 month school year. Ali
phases of this method to use
the present school facilities
will be explored.

Superintendent  Herman-
sen emphasized his intention
of keeping the public advised
of all progress on this pro-
gram. He noted that parents
should be aware that their
children will not be going to
school the entire 12 months.

.Literature dealing with the
12 month school wus given to

Of couvse thare will be ob-
ections from administrators,
some school board members,
‘scme pupils, and some parcats.
However, it would seera to us,
that these objections, especially
those from the east side, must
be secondary to the over~-all
neced for quality education for
21l of the children in the school
district, not only ttose cn the
east side, And it is certin that
a pupil camnot get quality edu-
cation in & school carmrying
double the cepacity it was built
to accomodate.
looking further ahead, it is
necessary that the board of ed-
ucation continve to expbwe a
new zpproach o the taxpayers.
Early this year they enlisted the
help of a Citizen: Advisory
Council. Though the Council
did an excellert jol» of imvest-

he, . .overcapeeity.as Wart. .., .., ) 1oRtng e needs of the diswrice,

Herad
’ ?,Q-/r) 5‘9

Drop out rate

g of School District 96,
N board 0f education has directe:
H their administrators to explo:.
iand come up with a useul
R plan for 2 12-month scbool ye

Han: f“/ﬂﬁ '2 r/("'

VES

and ¢ired o relay this faforme-

tion to th2 public, thelr wm

was la.lge]:y negatzd bec:um
I.oc

Th

by 1970. I District 96 suéceed:

din putting into practicea 12-
if montk. school year (which wou
| add. one-third 1o the capicity

Hwould evemmally be frustrate:
il if the high school did not he:
B a similar plan, The high scko
i board of education fhould offc
i the leadership, and not be jus
s follower or looker-on in thi
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Studies 12 Month Plan

by Louise Schaller

District 96 school board
studied a 12 month school
year plan at Monday s meet-
lne,

Valley View's 45-15 plan
is z six point program. Point
oite is in regard to pupil pop-
ulation divided into four equal
groups, A, B, C and D. Chil-
dren in the .same family
will always have thie same
time scheduie.

Point two: A calendar has
been madz up for the next
five years. Legal holidays,
Saturdays and Sundays, a full
week for Christmas vacation,
a full week for Eastcr vaca-
tior and ai least one week
in July have been designated
as times when the scheols
will be closed.

Point three: Each of the
four groups of pupils will at-
tend 45 class days, than have
15 class days of vacation.

Point four: By staggering
the starting dates of each
group, only three of the groups
will be “attending class any
one class day.

Point five: Teachers and
class rooms are scheduled.
Because of the size of the
pupil schedules and school
calendar, electronic data

- processing faciliiies will be

necessary to the scheduling
procedures.

Point six: Four groups will
always stay in the same order
of rotation. In the calendar

year, each group will attend
Plasses 180 days, .four ses-
sions of 45 days per sessicn.

- Kenneth Hermansen, sup-
eriniendent,  wanted  the
parents of District 96 to be
advised that a public meeting
will be held before any plans
arc finalized on the 12 month
school year.

Harold Lindstrom; vice
president, advises eighth
grade pafents of District

96 and pArents of Lockport

West students that District
96 board has gone on record
as being in favor of plan
“C™ on the recently disiri-
buted Lockport Wesi survey.

Board unanimously concurred-
with  Lindstrom's  reccom- .

mendation. Plan “C> is
redistricting school bound-
aries.

Dan Suffaletto, business
manager, reported a check
from the First National Bank
of Lockport in.the amount
of $475 addiional intzrest.

Romeoville Parade Com-
mittee thanked ths school
board for use of the parking
lot at Park View Schoo! for
the units of the anniversary
parade.

Superintendent Hermansen
stated that the student popuia-

“tion in .all four schools is

4,960.

Sangar Westphal and Rob-
ert Shoop architecis, pre-
sented a report on the Valley
View School remodeling which

will be completed during the
Christmas vacation.  They
also stated that the outer
work is completed ai Brook
View Scheol, interior work
is in process and curbs and
sidewalks are 95 per cent
completed.

Next board meeting will be
held at Park View School Nov
il ai7:30p. m.

Y
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SCHOOL BOAR
FOR 12-MONTH

"A report on the récéerit con-
ference on a '2-month schcol
year, held at Northern Illinois
University in L'eKalb, illustrat-
ed the state-wide leadership of
School District 6 in this area.
Reports were given at Monday's
meeting by Jim Gove, head of
the multi-medi;c department,
Superintendent Ken Hermansen,
board member James Bingle,
and two teachers.

The "Valley View 45-15 Plan"
introduced at the conference by
the District 96 representatives
Lecame the center of discussion
at the conference. ver 100
educators attending the confer-
ence, itwas reported, asked
many questions about the plan,
and "tried to shoot it full of
holes". AN points about the
feasibility and peacticelity of
the plan were satisfactorily ans~
wered, they reported, .

t+ 4 Ny . +
7ée e RO S

Superintendent Hermansen ,

emphasized to the board and the
audience that the plan is being
formulated, not to offer leader-
ship In this field, but was bom
out of necessity~ the need for
more space. Secondary applic-
ations of the plan are improved
education and economics.

Jim Gove pointed out that the
alternatives toa 12-month
school year would be 70 pupil

— .

to a class, double zessions, «r
requesting more building thru a
bond issue. The Ilatter, how-
ever, would not answer the need
for two reasons. ' ‘The buildings
could not be built in time to
accomodate the great influx of
pupils {due- to the compulsory
kindergarten by 1970}, and be.
cause the bonding power of the
school is exhausted.

Target date for the plan is
June, 1970. Much more plann-~
‘ing and research remains, how~
ever, ard a start may not be
feasible till 1971, _

In simple terms, the plan will
institute four equal sized groups
of students, On the specified
starting day of the plan, group
"A" would start, Three weeks
later "B" group starts, Three
weeks afterthat group " C" starts
school, Three weeks Jater group
"D" starts, and group "A" starts

-2 15-school-day "vacation®.
This cycle continues throug,hmt
the year.

It was pointed out that all the
children in one family would be
placed in the same grouping,

As more studies are completed
and meore information is avail-
able, detailed' information will
be diseminated to the parents of
the district by the board of ed-
ucation.

oz
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VALLEY VIEW EXTENDED SCHOOL CALENDAR DISPLAYED
Patrick Page, research assistant for school district
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for year-around school

E)

b

OpPOSa!

*
3
Vi
¥

b3

ERIC

{ I



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

By DOROTHY CRYDER

ROMEOVILLE — A pioneer
venture that would utilize the
school facilities of the Valley
Vﬂr District throughout the en-
tire-year has been developed by
the school administration. )

Tt e venture, called Plan 45-15,
was drafted by Superintendent
Kenneth Hermansen; James
Gove, administrative assistant

to fhn st 1nnv~1n+nhﬂnn+ John oo

uper
kancic, assistant superintend-
ent, ana Patrick Page, research
assistant.
Gove said the alternative to a

12-month school year would b
70 pupils to a class, double ses-
sions or more bulldmgs througa

mnd issue.

this would net answer the
needs,” he explained, “because
huildings could ne* ‘¢ built in

time to ac- "mmoa: .2 1e great
influx of dents aue to com-
pulsory 1. lergarie: by 1970

which, alone will bring in about
700 extra students. Also, with

the building of the last two new

- schools, the district has exhaust-

ed its bonding power.”

“This is the first time such
a plan has been inaugurated in
the United States,”” Hermansen
said.

He pointed out that this pro-
gram was developed only for
the Valley View District to fit
its particular situation and was
noi meant as a master plan for
any other district. Target date
for mltlatxon of the plan is June
1970.

“Parents’ reuctlon to the olan
has ben varied,” Hermansen
said.. “Mothers seem to be wor-
ried about the effect that attend-
ing school in summer will have
on their children and on the
family’s vacation plans., Most
fathers seem relieved that there
is an alternative tc more build-
ing through tax meoney.”

“The plén is very simple,”
administrative assistant Gove
said. “The pupil population is
divided into four equal parts,

A, B, C and D. Childrzn in the
same family are always placed
in the same time schedule.

He said vesearch assistant
Page has made up a school
calendar for the next five years.
Legal holidays, Saturdays and
Sundays, a full week at Christ-
mas, BEaster, and at least one
week in Juiy have been desig-
nated as time when the school
would be closed.

Bach of the four groups of
pupils would attend 45 class
days and have 15 class days va-
cation. But, by staggering start-
ing date of each group, Gove
explained, at anyone time only
three of the groups would be at-
‘é.lending classes on any one class

ay.

“Recause of the large pupil
poulation, class schedules, and
school calendar, electronic data
processing facilities would be
necessary for the scheduling,”
he said.

The four groups would always

(Continued on Page 11)

[
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(Continued from Page One)

stay in the same order of rota-
tion, In & calondar year each
would attend classes 180
days (four seasions of 43 days
por session), explained Gove.

‘wpm not surs T ltke the pisn,”
Mrs. Eleanor Albers of 580 Bel-
nont St said. “My husband ie
@ truck driver and it would be
hard for &'m to get oft during
the winter and we don’t like
to go places during bad wea-
ther-"

The Alberses have two daugh-
ters at Park View School, which
is in tye Valisy View District.
“But .: would colve the problem
of -overcrowding azd @ would
fike ¢ knuow. more about it,”
she sald, .

«Basically I think Plan 45-15
is sound,” sald Peter King, a
barber who resides on Bluff
Road. “I think Ken Hermansen
and his staff heve given a great
deal of thought and study to it.”
Eing has a. daughter at West

‘View and a gon at Valley View.

«The administration sees to

it that people are informed by

sending fliers home and I'm one

of those parents who reads what

my children bring home,” con-
tinued King.

. could work something out,” he

{oliat Horald News, Thursday, November 7, 1388—4.1

Mrs, Evelyn Coker nf 578 Bel-!
mont St. also bas hoard of the
plan. Her only child, a son, is;
a student &t Valley View. i

“I'n not sure he would Lke’
going to sckool in ths summen|
iime,” she sald. “When the'
weather 43 nica he loves to play|
outdoors and ewim. Whai would'
1 do with him In 2 winter when
he couldn’t play outdoors? A
child can be an absoiute denton
if he's cooped up without any-
thing to do.”

“I never head of Plan 4315
before,” said-Howard Jones of
508 Kenyon.Si, who has a
dauglitér &alley Viex and a
son and dAughter at Park View.

Jon2s, an employe of Kerr
Glass, used ¢ be a schoal cus-
stodian. ’
© 41t sounds good,” hs. said,

“but how are they ‘golng to| .

clean up the schools if they
have schoel year aroynd? It's
really something to get a school
cleaned up."” -

Harry Seyler of 402 Montclair
Ct. had not heard of the plan,
A guard at Stateville Penitenti-
ary, he has three daughters en-
rolled in the gistrict.

“I get a vacation ih February
and in- Augusty so I'm-gurc-we

said. “I know something has to
be done and this sounds good to
e, I want-to hear more,” he
added. -

Mrs. Mildred Watts of 16 El-
gin St. has two daughtsre st
Valley View.

“I'm wondering i the sum-
mer weather wouldn't affect the
children. I can't belleva they
would put their fhearts into
school work when the weather
is so nice outside,” she said.

“ft seems to me they could

design school buildings so they
could add on to them. Why are
they always so flat and why
do they always build out instead
of up?”’ she asked. “Where
will it all end?”
. Gus Nilles, supervisor of the
physica! education department
at West View Junjor High, said
h= thinks the plan is well worth
adry. © .

“We. talk about taxation, but
this is one of the first positive
ziforts o offset more building

plans, Maleteachers go through) piiqcon.

gquite & transition period during
the summer because it is neces-

sary for most of them to get going to schpol 45 days ang be-

a summer Job.
“I've had a summer construc-

tion job for many years and it

ir difficult reverting from one
job to another. Now I have ajicresting and certainly I thiak it
chance to be a teacher all vearjshould be tried,” she said.

eround,” he. said,
Mrs, Aune: Puetz,

second!perintendent of public instruc-

bsnd is rethhed now and he
wasited me to netire but I love
‘eaching 100 much to give it
un,” she said. .

“We both like the idea of my
Laching 45 days and having 15
days off. We could take vaca-
tions, visit our children and 60
fots ot things on those three-
week nariods I would have off."”

Mrs. Noancy Hunt, tirst grade
teacher at Park View, srid she
lis still questioning the plan and
wondering how it would affect
her family.

“I have two children in ele~
mentary grades although I um-
derstard the plan will be worked
out whereby we have the same
time off,” she said. “I do enjoy
my summers home with miy

“I also wonder what effect

ing oft 15 will have on slow
learners. Will we have to start
all over again?”’

“However, the plan sounds in-

Wayne Newlin, associate Su-

“tion for the State of Illinols, said
there are a number of 12month
proposed plans where areas are
iworking with consultants but
‘Valley View is the only district
developing fts ewn plan.
Leglslation wes passed ut the
last 1llinois Genera! Assembly
that allows a bo~zd of educasion|
0 operate » school on a calen:
dar of iz months, 235 attend-
|anes days. No student can be
wequired to attend more than
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MILDRED WATTS

" NANCY HUNT
“coffee klatches.” He has asked
band parents, PTO and other
school organizations to help
sponsor the coffee information
sessions.

“We also operate an educa- ;
tion ‘dial-a-message’ which is[grown at a very rapid rate.
manned by a school board or Several of the subdiviglons Lave
administration member. Anyope|formed the village of Boling-
may dial 833-0699 anytime to re-|Drook. -
celve the message of the week,”| There are six schools in the
he said. Vailey View District.

Valley View is one of the lar-| Valley View School in Naper-
gest elementary schoof distrcts|ville Road was planned for 900
in Ilinols. The residents could|intermediate pupils end has an
be described as middle classienrollment now of 1,144,
working families; almost every| park View School on Lalhart
family has children. Avenue has a planwed capacity

In 1952, six one-room countryjof 1,200 primary puplls and &
schoc's were unified by annexa-|present enrollment of 1,537.
tion. In 1963, one more one-) ‘North View School, east of

HARRY SEYLER

could plan for year-around ac-
tivities.

“Think of the police depart-
ment,” he said. With 100 per
cent of our youth on the streats
for three months, there is bound
to be trouble, This way only
one fourth of the studeats at a
time are on vacation.

“Every seascit a dad knows
exactly what three weeks his
children will be home and can
plan accordingly. No longer is
he Jimited to June, July or Au-
gust for vacations. ,

“Think what this would mean
to construction companies,” he
said. “The men wouldn’t have
to go on vacation in the sum-
mer when work ic at its peak.”
He stressed that all students

'PETER KING

three consecutive quarters, he
said.

The planning office ol public
instructiop has offered to give
what ever. assistance is neces-
sary to developing the program.
Should there be a need for en-
abling Ilegislation, the office
would be responsible for bring-
ing this telore the next legisla-
ture {n January, Newlin said.

“The beauty of this plan-is its
tremendous {flexibility,” Valley
View Superintendent Herman-
sen explained. “A teacher who
has reached retirement age and
wants to teach may do so for
9 days each year.”

“A teacher with small chil-
dren may rotate the same hours
as her children. A male teach-
er.can now teach a full year

Other subdlvisions have been
developed — College View,
Mikan, Westbury, Kings Park,
Cclonial Village, Sugar Brook
and Beacon Ridge.

All housing developments have

without having to ‘moonlight’.

“At our district workshop for
teachers the pian was explained
em and they were glven a

preference survey to {fill
out. The results of that survey
are now being tebulated,” he

to
sta

said, | :

‘Hermansen said the pian of-
fers unlimited possibilities to

who were graduated during the
summer would be qualified to
attend high school.

“We don’t feel hurt at all if
people take pot shots 2t our pro-
gram. We know it is technically
feasible. It is the human and
emotional element with which
we are now concerned.”

' Hermansen plans to reach the

rcom country school weas an-
nexed. At th.it time the popu-
lation of Romeoville, the only
incorporated erea then in the
district, was 150. THe population
was relatively stable until 1957,

In 1957, 600 acres were taken
into the village of Romeoville
and the first Hampton Park
subdivision was started with a

Ninols §3 and narth of Inter-
state 80, has planned capacity
for 1,000 puplls and a present
enrollment of 1,061. -

West View Juniot High on Bels
'mont Drive and Romeo Road is
a demonstration center school.
Planned capacity 1s 1,100 pupils
and present entoliment is 1,128,

Two new schools are belng

paren’s through community|population of 197, constructed with an anticipated

completion date of Septemnber|
1969. Each building will have 16
classrvoms avd a planved ca-
{pacity of 480 students. o
Tfiere are some 4,_000’3";‘133@ ’
presently enrolled in the district” -
with 7,035 anticipated for 1870

1971, , .

park and recreation centers that
) ¥ T

5

GUS NILLES
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CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Wednesday, November 13, 1988

Looking ahead in Romeoville

By 1973, Valley View School District 96, in Romeoville and
Bolingbrook, is really going to be suffering from growing
pains, according to james Gove, administrative asssistant to
Supt. Kenneth Hermansen.

So Gove, Hermansen and Patrick Page, research assis-
tant, have drafted a plan for a 12-month school year to begin
in June, 1970.

Instead of h.ving sum:ner vacation, four groups of pupiis
-would begin attending classes on a staggered schedule.

The schedule alternates 15 vacation days with 45 class
days, but on any one day, Classeg would be attended by only
three of the groups. The fourth group would be on vacation.

Vacation periods of children in the same family would be
the same, parents are assured.

Reprinted with permission from the Chicago

Daily News.
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Propose School wmnge

School doors in Valtey Vx«=w

district 96, Romeoville : ad
Bolingbrook, will be open yr: ir
around if an  administrali n
proposal is adopted.

The plan calls for a divi: or.
of student population into irur
sections, or “tracks,” by J1:,
'1970. Under the revised s¢!.al
calendar, each.track wouli se

in session for 45 days, follc: ed ;

by 15 days vacation.

“By staggering starting dates
over a 12-month period, we will
increase our facilities by one-
third without building addi-
tional classrooms,” said James
Gove, administrative assistant
to district superintendent Ken-
neth Hermznsen.

Classrocms Are Crowded

Classrooms are becoming in-
creasingly crowded in ihe dis-
trict, which has approximately

4,900 children enrolled in four |

schools with a planned eapacity
of 4,200. Twoe more schools for
vearly 1,000 students are under
consiruction for use in 1969,
Projected enro]lmen for 1970
" is 7,035,

Accordmg to Gove, the pro-
pased sciiedule also indicates
general closing ‘days: week-
ends, legal Lolidays, a week
each at Christmas and Eastex,
and from iive to seven days it
the summer, when classes will
be recycled.

No Real Alternaiive

Alternatives {o ihe year Jong
approach ceuld include increas-
ing the number of students
assigned to each classrcom or
establishing double sessions,
Gove said.

Because the district has
exhausted its bonding power,
local iunds for classroom con-
struction are unavallable he
exolained.

Officials have applied to the
state school building commis-
sion for funds, but “there is a
two-year 0 three-year waiting
list,’”* he said. “The only solution
is' fo more fully utilize the
facilities 'we have.”

,Cslendar is Selected

* The preposed calendar was
selected from 16 plans compiled
by Gove, Hermansen, aud Pat-
- rick Page, a research assis-
tant. They next will study
teacher and community aiti-
tudes toward their recom-
mendation.

A recently completed survey
of staff members indicates that

o [TRIBUNE Statf Photo]

SCHOOL CALENDAR—Harold Lindstrem, Route 3,
Lockpnrt, vice president of district 86 board of education,
expl:zins the district’s propesed year-round school calendar
t6 Scoil Seitzberg, 6, a Ist-grade pupil.

scheduie, could ivcrease or
decrease their teachiig load as
they desire, he said.

“Many certified teachers who
are homemakers may wish {o
work for anly two ‘tracks’ or 90
days,” he explained. “Men who
are breadwinners could work

five tracks, or 225 days, if they.

wished.”

Pay prcbably would be on a
per-day basis, Gove said. Offi-
cials hope the flexibility of the
schedule will attract additional
teachers and eliminate the need
for many others to hold a
second job.

Community Reaction Unknown

An analysis of commitnity
Teaction is just beginning, Gove
said. The district plans a series
of infor mational “kaffee
klaisches” {o begin next month
with the cooperation of parent-
teacher organizations.

As yet there have been “no
broad’ ohjections to the plan,”
Gove said, “‘but naturally there
are many guestions the com-
munity wants answered.”

Similar experiments in other

“By using data processing
and other technical aids we
liope to eliminate the first
problem,” Gove said, *Te
combat the second, we will try
to answer all questions ahout
our aims.”

Gove estimated the analyses
will be completed by April or
May, when the board of educs-
tion will act on the proposal; If
it is approved, the administra-
tion will launch the second
Phase of the program, which
Gove describes as “‘a gearing
up” for envollment of the first
track of students on June' 30,
1970,

Other experiments in prog-
ress in the United States differ
from the Valley View program
because “their ‘primary pur.
pose is {o enrich curricula or to
provide additional schooling for
children,” Gove said. “Ours is
designed to bejter utilize exisi-
ing school facilities.”

And what about student reae-
tion to the proposal?

“We have no feedback from
students as yet,” Gove said.
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District mdy seek patent .
' on year-around school plan

ROMECVILLE — School ad-
“ministrators of Valley View Dis-

trict 96 are investigating the

possibility of securing a patent
on their proposed extended
school year plan.

This venture to utilize school
facilities of the district through-
out the year is called Plan 45-
15, and was drafted by Super-

intendent Kenneth- Hemansen;:
James Gove, administrative as-
sistant; John Lukancic, assist-
ant superintendent, and Patrick
Page, research assistant,

The plan calls for lividing the
pupil population into four equal
groups. Each of the groups

have 15 cays vacation. But, by
staggering starting dates of each
group, only three of the groups
would be attending classes on’
any one day. _
“We are not sure a patent can
bz obtained,” Hermansen said,'
“put we are working closely,
with two computer companies to
develop a system of data proc-i
essing for the plan and we would
like-to be protected by a patent
before the pian is put into ef-
Ifect." :

would attend 45 class days and;:

(37
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ROMEOVILLE — A E,o%%m“m..o:u. only three of the groups
jreport on a pioneer venture tojwould be attending classes on

i facilities of the
|Valley View School District
throughout the year was given
at the hoard of education meet-

i il
ing Monday night.

The pian was drafted by Supt.
Kenneth Hermansen; James
Gove, administrative assistant
to the superintendent; Yohn Lu-
kancic, assistant superintendent
and Patrick Page, research as-
sistant.

The plan calls for the pupils
to be divided into four groups.
Each group would attend 45
class dcys and have 15 class
days vacation. But, by stagger-
ing starting dates of each

tilize schgool

SLavu

any one ‘ay.

Hermzpsen emphasized that
the plan was born out of nec-
essity for the district to allev-
iate already overcrowded condi-
tions and to accommodate the
influx of students due to the
start of compulsory kindergar-
ten by 1970. This alone will
bfing in about 700 extra stu-
dents, he said.

Also, with the building of the
two latest new schools, the dis-
trict has exhausted its bonding
power.

The plan is not meant as a
pattern for another district, he
said.

Pioneer school plan aired at Romeoville

Gove explained to the hoard
that some type of data process-
ing service would be needed
to implement the plan. He said
2 meeting had been arranged
Friday with officials ot the
Honeywell Co. of Minneapolis
and the Lewis College data pro-
cessing center to irvestigate.the
possibility of a cooperational
statistical tabulating service.

Gove said he also had met
with the division of finance of

the state Office of Public In-Iment programs.

struction in Springfield and oth-
er agencies to work out a fi-
nancial package to determine
just what the plan would cost.
Initiation of the y=ar around
program would save the district

the cost ¢f 60 additional class-
r00ms, he explained.

He said there is a possibility
of funds being available from a
fe®eral aid program or from:
foundation grants.

Dr. George Thomas, in charge
of "education research for the
state of New York, has shown
great interest in the plan. Gove
said Dr. Thomas is weli ¥nown
for his research and writing of
extended year plans for enrich-

“Perhaps Illinois and New
York can work together as a
teain on this plan,” commented
Gove. .

Research assistant Page pre-

sented facts from a staff surveyi

EE—

Joliet Herald-News, Wednesday, December 18, 196839

conducted voluntarily at a teach-
er’s workshop Oct. 25.

A total of 130 meaningfui Gues-
tionnaires were returned, he
said. Of the 35 responses from
men teachers, 23 preferred a
225 - day schedule, 10 prefer-
red a 180 - day schedule, two
preferred not to teach under a
year plan, and no men wanted
a working year of less than 180
days. .

Of the women teachers, 68
said they preferred 180 - day:
working year, 268 women pie-
ferred to teach on the same
schedule that the pupils would
attend, 17 .favocred a 225-day
year, three preferred a 90-day
year and four preferred not to
work on the year-around plan. ;

The administration asked that
any organizatior interested in
hearing more about the plan
call the office to arrange a
meeting. : )

Schoo!l officials plan to work
with- PTO and other schosi or-
ganizations to set up “coffee
Kklatches” when school resumes

in January to reach parents in
the community.

Q
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no THE VALLEY VIEW 45-15 PLAN
x : ) +
w2 AND HOW IT WORKS =
o Q ‘ob 7 . . .
o B3 S0 i ¢ Valley View 45-15 Year Around
T o m. PPy A partial answer to how the Valley View 4515 Year Aroun
w B e  eyy ‘School Plan works is shown in the 28-foot chart-calendar dis-
- <N 3 A "playcd at a conference of community-leaders at West View
¢ Q9! Jr. High School last Friday. Superintendent Kenneth Herman-
Dom: - sen, at the far end of the chart-calendar, explains some of the
S E ' - o computerizéd scheduling refinements worked into the plan.
ff'ﬂ,: S " "Other members of the administrative team and the board of _
- -:_': education were on hand to.explain the plan and answer ques-
o Eg ticus. Approximately 50 guests attended.. . .
y a= The 45-15 Plan is scheduled to start in the summer of 1970,
Q o This system, it was emphasized, was bomn out of necessity.
z NG There are presently about 5000 students in the District 96 .
] school system, With compulsory kindergarten scheduled for,
‘; next year, and the influx of new students moving into the
° district, the projecte:d 1970-71 school population is over.7200
U students. Since the school is bonded out (cannot borrow any
more additional money to build the schools needed to house the
; oo additional two thousand students) it was necessary to look for
- - L q— other alternatives. Some of these alternatives would be half-
g = o day or double sessions, or up to 70 students to a classroom.’
'g - 3 Under the plan students will divided into four approxim -
B D » ately even tracks. Students from the same famlies will be
] iy in the same tracks unless cierwise requested by the parents,
© &' : The plan will scirt wids one .of the tracks starting school on a
N - given day.”  Fifteen school days later the second track starts
5 3 @ school. Fifteen school days after that the third track starts,
,g " ': _ After fifteep more school days the fourth track starts, and at
° § o that time the first tfack starts a fifteen school day vacation.
N This sequence keeps repeating itself, so thet at any given time
53 _ one fourth of the students are mot in sthool, thereby allowing
R for the housing of 33 percent more students in the same facfl-
s 90 2 ilities.’ '
. fe B . - .
QO -
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District 96 Explains

45-15 School Year

District 96 board of edu-
cation and administrators

“presented their 45-15 contin-
"7 uous school vear plan March

i3 to a cross section of
60 community leaders.
Kenneth- Hermansen, su-
perintendent,. and other dis-
trict admiristrators explain-

"-ed the necessity of looking

at this type of plan as a solu-
tion to overcrowding condi-
tions that will exist in the

_ district in 1970.

Supcnntendem Hermansen

noted that the district does
not have and will not have the
bonding power to construct
the needed school facilities
to handle the population
growth for 1970. He cited
that the board and adminis-
tration is committed to do
everything possible to guar-
antee the District 96 chil-
dren a full day of nducatnon
180 days per year.-

At the conclusion of the

_ graphic and visual:presenta-

tion, Harold Lmdstrom,

vice presideit of the board,
chaired questions submitted
by the audience. - Lindstrom
asked the audience how mzny
would suppor! the district
adopting the 45-15 plan. An
estimated 97 per cent re-
sponded they would bhe in favor
of it

Adininistration askcd for
invitations to speak on the
45-15 plan. Any organizalion
or nclghborhood group wish-
ing a presentation is asked

to call the district ofﬁcc at
838-7506.
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Dist.96 - St. Andrew’s

School Boards Meet

To Discuss Shared Time

A meeting between adminis-
trators and school board -mem-
bers of School District 96 dnd
St. Andrew?!s Parish School was
held Monday to explore how, if
at all, 7th and 8th graders of
St. Andrew?!s could fit into- the

Valley View 45-15 Plan under

the present dual errollment,
St. Andrew's school person-
nel explained that if participa -
tion could continue, it would
be on the basis of St. Andrew’s
students participating.in. the
shared time program remaining
on 2 9-month'school year.
Numerous problems of not

only scheduling, but possible.

feelings of being discriminated

--against by non~parochial school
‘parents who would also want,

their children continued on the

: n‘adit".onal‘jg_ﬁmonth plan instead

of the 45~15 Plan,were discuss -
ed by the administrators.

. Both groups will continue to
study the matter, and will meet
again before the end of the year
to see what can be worked out.

At present, 7th and 8th grade

_St. Andrew's students partic=

ipate in gym, math, science,
and some elective ¢classes at

-West View Jr. High, and take
the rest of their academic and
-religious studies at St. Andrew's

Sci:ool.

(-
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BOARD-DISTRICT 98 TEACHERS ASSSOCIATION
REACH AGREEMENT ON SALARIES

The wage and salary dif-
ferences between the board
of education and teachers
of School District 96 have
been settled. The an-
nouncement was made by
Bruce Webster, president of
the board, at their Monday
meeting.

The prepared jeint state-
raent of the board and the
Educational Association is
as follows:

"At 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
July 11, 1969, the Board of
Education, the negotiating
team of the Educational,
"Association of District #9¢,
metto finalize asalary
and fringe benefit package.

Afrer approximately. three
hours of deliberation, a
mutually agrééable pack-
age was developed. With
the cooperation of the As-
sociation and the Board.
this packazZ will be

‘. mailed to eachcertificated
. employee during the com -
ing week.

The dollar amount of the
vackage falls somewhat
short of that proposed by
the fact-finders, but in-
corporates a structure that
exhibits greater equity to a
greater number of staff
members. o

The fringe benefit pack-
age was accepted as orig-
inally agreed upon by both
parties.

The fact-~ finders recom-
mended that a referendum
be held to increase the ed-
ucational and buiiding fund
rates as soon as possible,
All parties concerned will
take this recommendation
under advisement § jointly
work toward its imple-
mentation.

A portion of the agree-
ment calls for the estab-
Yshment of an educational

E \l‘lC«round table" consisting of

eachers, administrators

and board members. Rec-
ognizing that many educa-

tional problems can be”
solved by board memtbers, -

administrators, and teach-
ers working together, this
group will convene. reg-~
ularly to informaily discuss
such problems. A n<ed for
this type of a forum was
felt by all engaged in the
negotiation process. It is
felt that this will lead to
even greater mutual nnder-
standing and cooperation. "
The board did not release
either the dollar amcunts

finally agreed npon, nor

the report of the fact-find-
ers, whick was refused to
the press at the previous
meeting. The board did
not indicate whether the
" round table' discussions
are to be open orclosed
sessions,

Resignations of three

teachers and one counselor
were accepted, and twelve
new teachers were hired.

Business manager Paul
Swinford's request th:t the
budget hearing, scheduled
for that evening, be post-
poned toc August 25th was
approved. He said that in
view of the new salary
schedule, and the differ-
ence in state aid from what
had been expected, the
tentative budget was in
need of review. .

Raymond Hill, who was
unofficially hired as assis~
tant business manager sev-
eral weeks ago, was offic~
ially approved for the post.

James Gove reported thai
summer library circulation
had more than-doubled
over previous use. -

Gove also reported that
application had been made
for a $48,000 federal grant
on researching the impact
of the Valley View 45-15
Year Around School Plan,

which is ¢xpected tobe
implemented next year.
He informed the board that
legislation passed by the
State at its recent session
cleared the way legally for
implementation of the 45~
15 Plan. Some adjustment
in that calendar will have
to be made, he said, after
full informstion on the
holiday plan to be adopted
by the state is confirmed.

Letters had been written
to a number of musical in~
strument suppliers inquiring
why they hadnot submiitted

bids for band instruments
requested by the school.
Two dealers replied that
they had not bid due to the
time factor. - The Lockport
Music Center replied that

due to their past low bids-

to the school, larger com-
petitors had pressured the
Kahn Music Co. to refuse
to sell instruments to them.
The letter stated that they
are hoping to be. handling
another brand of band in-
struments, and hope to do
business with the school
again, : ‘

/LS
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School Board Asks 0. K.
For Year-round School

School District 96 took
their first official step last
Monday to implement the
"45-15 Valley View Plan"
year- round- school system
when the board of educa-

* tion directed the superin-

tendent to apply for per-
mission to - inaugurate it

.next year.

- At the meeting of the
board of education, Ken-
neth Hermansen was dir-
ected to make formal ap-
plication to the office of
the state supérintendent of

public instruction to start .

the new plan on the 30th
of June, 1979,

Unde; the "45-15" Plan
there will be four equally
divided "tracks" of stud-
ents. Each "track" will
‘be in school for 45 school
days, and then off for 15
school days. Each "track”
will start 15 scheol days
appart when the program
is initiated, with the first
group taking their fifteen
school days vacation as
the 4th group starts their
initial 45 school days at
the school. After this,

twenty - five percent of the’,.

students will be out of
school at all times, there-
by allowing33 1/3% more
utilization of the schools.
For the past year school
officials have been ap-
pearing before various
groups to explain how the

new system will function. .

Acceptance of the Plan by

the public has generally .

been excellent.
In other board action a
policy change raised the

rates for use of the schools .

by outside organizations,

These rates are applica~ |

ble only when a janitor is,
not normally present, and
must be paid overtime to
be at the school.

Non-~profit organizations
within the district will
be charged $7.50 per hour,
profit making organiza-
tions within the district
%15 per hour; Non - profit

outside organizations $15;..
and Jutside profit makmgl

organizations, $30.
Two teacher resignations
were received and accept~

&MK&MA

ed. One was from John
Temple, who headed the
Teachers! Organization for
the past two years. Nine
new teachers were hired.

Only one bid came: in

on a proposed tuilding for .
the new buses. .. The bid of -

$64,304 was about twenty
thousand above expicta-

tions. The architect will -

negotiate with this bicder

~to try to find 'ways to cut

this cost.

. The board, secreta*y was .
‘directed to write;lettess. to..-
.the Alexander Construc--

tion Co. and Uie Romeo-

"ville Village Board about

the lack of sidewalks on
several blocks near the
yet unfinished Ridge View
School. Board member
:Robvert Noethen said that
Mayor O'Hara .told him
there would be no side~
walks in the areas under
question. Other school
board members.reported
thac ‘the previous- village
board’ in ‘'Romeoville had
said ‘there would be idc=
walks in those locati.

o/
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Interestirig experiment

The entire area, much of the
state as well, will be watching
with interest as plans develop
for the Valley View School Dis-
trict to have a continuous school
year. ' : .

With schools at all levels be-
coming evef more expensive as
well as necessary, how to best
utilize facilities, time and per-

sonnel has come more and more’

into discussion.
Industry faced up to this prob-

lem. long ago, realizing that
- equipment and facilities will pro-
"duce so m-:* in so many. hours.

The ‘decisio: had to be made
on whether to build additions and
obtain 'more. equipment, or
whether to use the same equip-
ment more hours. More person-~
nel, or course, is involved in ei-
ther case: : ‘

In the long run industry has

found that using the same equip- .- -
ment and building facilities.
more -hours is economically: ..

more feasibie in most cases,
It will be interesting to watch

the Valley View program and

learn all possible frora it. :
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" Year-aroutit]

school plans

await approval by state

ROMEOVILLE — Final plans
for the year-amund school
schedule are being presented fot

approval to the State Office of
Public Instruction in Spnngfxeld
today

Kenneth Hermansen, superin-
tendent, and two assistants an-
nounced the readiness of the
plans for final approval at the
Valley View School District|;
Board meeting Monday night.

James -Gove, administrative
assistant, - reported - that . plans
to install telephone lines to car
ry ' television programs from
Westview Junior High School to
Parkview School are progress:
ing. Leon H. Hyatt of Hyatt
Electronics has agreed to do the
installation work for the nomin:
(al fee of §1. {linois Bell Tele-
iphone Co. has not yet submit-
ted its cost for line installation.

Three new teachers hired are
David Frazer, industrial arts at
Westview; Frank Perino, nusic
at Westview; and Sandra But-
chart, first grade at Brookview
School. Enrollment this year for
all schogls totals 5,262,

A ietter from’ the Vlllége ot'

Bolingbrook stated that due to a
lack of tax: money, the village
would cease paying for a cross-

ing gu~+4 at Illinois 53 and the -

overpass effective Qct. 1. School
districts are prohibited by, law

from' hiring crossing. guards

when a village or city eéxists. -

Contracts were awarded to
Compumatics to erect 'a ‘stéel
prefabricated building for main-
tenance and housing of buses.at

a cost of $48,000 ($15,000 less.
than a previously rejectrd bid,):

and to Ben B. Cdbay Co. of Jo-
liet for " foundation repairs at
Westview.
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“Report Monday
- on 45-15 plan

| ROMEOVILLE — On the|
\agenda of the board of educa-
,|tion of Valley View School Dis-
{trict 96 Monday night will be an

up-to-date progress report on
\|the 45-15 schaol planfor an ex-
_|tended school year.” .

The “board . will - present the
official ‘results from the first|
;|staff survey held Oct. 25.

‘| The meeting will be at 7:30
p.m. at Parkview School.
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- Page K

45-15 Plan
1s Official

A resolution was forma
ally passed by the District
. 96 Board of Education to
- offfclally adopt the Valley
i'V!ew 45 - 15 Continuous
School Year Plan, The:
~plan will go into effect
~next June 3o0th and, as
: set forth ip the resolution,
{ Will continue through Aug.
! ust 15th, 1971, )
" The board aiso adopted

"2 rental poliey on having

_alr conditfoning on in the

. Tooms rented by varfous

organizations, Aiy organ.

" 1zations using the schools,

and wishing the 8pace used

ar conditioned, wil}] be ]

charged a flat $5,00 fee
for rooms, and $10 for the
little theatre, Rental fess
for use of school facilities
were recently raised, Ap
organization using a schooj
facility, and charging ad-
mission fees, must pay a

. $15,00 per hour renta) fee,

The Board approved a
resolution to allow the sale
of tax antfcipation warrants
in the amount of $1,335,000,
A resolutfon was also ap.
proved on the supplementa)
State Afd re'inbui‘sement,
raising the sum to be re~
ceived by the school dis-
trict by $293,000,
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VISITORS FROM GUAM
SEEK INFORMATION ON VALLEY VIEW PLAN

Visiting educators from
out of state are nothingnew
in the: District 96 Schools,

. In fact, educators from far

off lands seeking educa.
tonal information are not
2 riovelty either, Last week
tvo educators from the dis-
tant Pacific island of Guamr
2ame to the schools to in-

" - vestigate the *Valley View
" Continuous School Year

Plan®, better knownlocally
as the #45 . 15 Plan~,

Richard Tennessen, the
deputy superintendent of
Guams Education Depari~
ment explained that the is.
land had one board of edu~
cation and 30 schools, now
growing at the rate ofabout

- 10060 students per year. A

total school population of
322,000 now attend the elem.
entary school sysiem, he
explained,

Mr, Tas Guitferrez, a
member of the Guam Board
of Education, explained that
they, like the Valley View
system, have growing pains
and must find methods of
coping with the Increased
number of students in 2

Umited numbér of bufld-
ings, This 13 the reason
the Guam legisiature ap-
pointed the two men to
%0 to the main-land and
#ind cut about the new plan

to be initlated by District
to be initfated by School
District 96 next year,

Under the 445-15 Plan®
the students in the district
are divided into four near
equal groups, Starting next

June, just one of the four-

groups will enter school,
‘After 15 school days the
second group comes In,
after fifteen more school
days the third group, and
aiter 15 more School days
the fourth group starts,
and then the first group
starts 2 15 school dayvac-
atlon, Under this system
one~fourth of the students
are always out of school,
thus realizing a 33% factor
greater school utilization,
The plan has attracted the

attentlon of educators al -

over the country,
Basically, the plan was

designed as a cooperative

measure by several men,

They are Ken Hermansen,

superintendent; Jim Gove,
admin, assistant; Pat Page,
research ass’t,; and John
Lukancie, assistant supt,
James Bingle ofthe Dist-
rict 96 Board of Education,
presented the two visitors
with a framed visuslly de~
marked calender which il-
iustrates the “Plan”

'Tl‘“— Beacow
DeTod e
157, 16

| _ "'-que. i

/8



"0L6T ‘0g dunp st uwtd
-2q o3 weld 2y} J03 9jep 10818,
“1.-0L8T 103 pajedrotjue
000°L, pue DpPI[joJus mou Sjusp
~N1s §800'C I9A0 YjIm 33e]S 3Yyj ur
s30113sIp Azejuswuale jsedie] ayj
10 duG ST 2SI MITA LS[(BA
‘uoissas Iad SAEp G JO SUOISSIS
auog ‘sfep (] SasSE]O pualje [(im
dno18 yoea 1eal aepusjed e uyr
‘uoljejol jo ISpI0 Swes JY3 ur
fLels sfemie sdnosd anoy syjy
*Aep §seyd 3vo Aue uo Juipua;
-je aq Tim sdnoad ayj jo' aIyl
Ao ‘sdnoxd ayj Jo yoes jo Ijep
Sunjaejs ey SJuresBers Ag
& +uornjed
-eA SAep SSe[d .¢] 2ABY UlYy} pue
sAep ssepo ¢y pusyie jim spdnd
jo sdnos8 anoy ayj “jo yoem
-sdnoa8 renba 1nog. ojur
uonjendod 1idnd su3 sepiarp ueid:
2y} Ioy wiaysAs Smnpayos ayy,
‘pres ay ‘gog 1330
-ue jsea] je Aq JUIW[[OIUd JU3P-
SMT 3y} [aMS [[Im JOLISIp Ful
-puedxa Ajpidex ayj 1o pmord

JO 2iEl [eWiION °SWOE SIMAPNS

eljxd Q0L jnoqe ut SuLIQ . J[Im
081 £q wuejredispuny Aiosind
-WIcd jBy} pappe UssuRWIdY |

,Iamod Jurpuoq

‘Sjl pejsneyxa SEY JOWNSIp Yy

asnesaq,, ‘pauteldxs-ay , ‘sdur
-pling arouX pling jeuued IM,,

2400 pajurod UPSUBWIAY ,,'SUOTS

- -595 o{qiich 10 gserd €03 spdnd

": QL -9q pmamM r2ak j00Yyds yjuour

o): ~PAnjeuIdl[e SYJ,,
§Se yoieasaa ‘aded
pue” ‘juspuspurzadns

JUEISISEES ‘OouURHN UYof ‘9400

‘usSuewiaf]: Aq pajyeIp SEAM
‘GT-Gp UBTI PAITED ‘aanjuaa Ay,
L . 8961 £9q
-waad)N ut ongqnd ay} oj pajues
-a1d” pue UOT}BISIUIWUPE [00YIS
ayj 4q pado[aaap sep 1eak aljua

- 9} noy8noly; sanIIoe] [00yds

0JoA ||iq

"3ZIIIN 0} BInjuaa Jaauold ayg,

R ‘fepoj ples uasueur
~1a{ ‘ueid 1no jo uoneBIUI A}
Y3m Inpayos uo paasoxd 03 a[qe
aq [[LiA 9m By} 801Jj0 S,I0UISA03
saYy Aq paansse usaq aAey 3\,

i

i

‘usid J00YIS pUNOIL IBSAXA] J0
snjejs a1 AJre(o o3 Aepor pier}
~-8uradg 0} 9a04p “uapudutIadns
Y3}’ 03 JUBISISSE JANRIISILjUIDE
‘an0f) Sewe puUE USSUBWIIAY
} T ‘30133
-SIp 3y} Joj juspuajurradns ‘uss
~UBWISY YJaUudyl Pres . “1o1I3sip

-939jdurod ® J03 pajeIngneur uadq

sey usld e yous awyy, IS1y By}
st 31 3ey} ug anbmum st ued o1y

- -S1J [ooydS marp Aaffen ayy,,

‘ples ueusafods ay3 ‘siseq
apiu-jo113sip e uo peidope uepd
Ieak jooyds [y B U0 }I9F
-Ja ou aAey f{m ng ‘uerd jooyos
Ieak [Ny B uo JOLIISIP Y} UIYIMm
sooyss alowr I0 suoc Ajuo 9je
-1ado 0} 3OLISIp [ooyds Aue
30 uor3do 8y} PaAcUIL 038A Y,

- . ‘Kepoy
pi¥s Iouianod ay} 10] uewisayods
e ‘deid punoie Igak S,301L7751Q
160405 marA As[BA PU} 103j3e
jou-fi4 uerd Jea£ {[n B U0 e
-1ado 0} S3OLSIp [ooyos jprwaad
0} [i1q. B JO 033A S,91AN3Q ‘g pie
“YIrY A0 -— WTITIAQHNOY

Aq pajoaye jou
)OS S[|IAOSBWIOY

by

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



35y

>

3 JT MOWY 0 JueM SaARu3SIIdAT Sy,

) *SSIYIIOM 3q ‘una Ju
aq wr ‘yyBne jeqy swolqoad qmoss _.Sam.
103 (2m),, & dn deus 0} Aumy e w jou
91e SYILISIP 1 21} SMOYS 0S[E AIAIns Ay,

"UeIW PO Xeak
100Yos qiuowr-g e jeym 10 oumsavwmm spoL
-STP 3} Smoys £1unod aed ng ur spPLSIP
10045 Y3y g1 jo sjuspudjuLISdns to uones
-fip3 30 spieoq Jo syapIsaxd Jo AoAms v

“LonjeuLIc:
wosmm 0} AJU0a1 g6 PoYISIA OLYSIP §%m
Wens ay} woly SI0jeySUIvIPe Jo Ukea) v

“eale ogean) oy w

‘uotjeoes sAep (g dsey pinoA £2q, "pout
-ad qjuowr-ZI € 10j YoEd)} oy s3313°D 5, J0[3
-yoeq M Sadyoed) SutuumiFaq 0) teof e
000°01$ Sur19370 BULISPISU0D ST JOLIISIP Y,

_*sfeplfoy [euLIOU 31} 10
pampayss ST awiny uorjedea [EUORIPPY "Jj0

SIOLISIP [00YDS {BI9ASS pue ‘Bpeur) ‘sajels
0G 9} JO €] w0} uoljeULIONUI 10§ ﬂmozﬁwu
PRARIAI aaey Aayy jeys ‘o' ‘Aes op Loy,

sAep sse[o ¢ dAe( U3y} pue sAep sseld GF
10y joords puajie sndnd ‘uefd 3y J9puf)

"SJUSPISL YA Jods au
U juopusiuLRdns 10 preoq jooyos e Sumind
Jo xeay oy uerd ¢1-gp auy Jnoqe uoneuLIour
Pa1sanbax asey s1oLnsip jooyds yorym [ean

50 s B o o 2 ‘119 XD} JINOA SB [j3M Sb UCH
-DODA B 9P} NOA UBYM [BlD PjNOD
§ -SPPUISIP SNOUILLIDIOd puUD  jlun
Jo Buiwio} dys pup SuoIsSSes jooyds
Yluow-z | iopisuod o} Aopoy HBuiyssw
aib sioanpe Ajuinod abpd ng

KN 6961 '0Z "0 “uoW Gyl IHL

S A o B S W

AL

A

Swiis | jooyd

3

¥

R,
R

uop-z| of

.. 4INMO LHOIHAJOD 3HL 10 NOISSIW
Hid SIHIND3H W3ILSAS D13 IHL 3AIS1N0
NOIONAOHdIY HIHLHNG NOILYOINO3 40

321440 SN IHL HUM SiNIWITFHOV HIANN
ONILYHIdO SNOWLVZINVOHO ONV D143 Ol

C \ NJM \)
. r_\ >m
Q3INVHD N33 SYH TvIHILVW (031HOIH
AGOD SIHL 30NA0HJIY Ol NOISSIWHId.

@mﬁ D

49 __

. “3uIT} dua Aue e joords SUTpud}
e spdnd Ay} jo SipNoj-2a YL sdnoxd
amoj oyur Spdnd. ayg saparp ueqd S-S UL

_ “[eoups YSH sjpiardeN
pusjie sajenpess (soyos ySng Jomnl s)i jo
awog -seare pojerodiooumum Suipunorims
pue jooxqduijcg pue S[ACSWIOY JO SEalE
pojeIodIooul 3y SIAIS PLLSIP A,

_ “rua] [eSat oy 18

ale soxey, "¢og'g seq mou jy ‘sfdnd T @A

08z sIedf LI pOWLIO} SBA JOLUSIP YL

-syugs J1gds 10 Jeak [00Yos yjuow
21 © J9UII IlA PIDR] SBA 1 PUR PIISneyxd
st samod Sutpung s,J01ISIP Ay, “A)ISSIAU JO
qno ueyd qiuourg; 3y} paidope g5 JLUSIA

-0¢ 9P DAT}IIFA AUI003q 03 ST ‘ueyd
cI-Gy Ay PA[e) "TEAA 0OYIS YUOUWIZT B
pajdope g6 1INSIP Jo pIeoq Ay ‘Aepuoly

*£3un0d [NAL UT 96 JOLUSIP [00UPS
Arejudws[d Ma1A A9j[BA WO} 3q [[1M UOIS
53 UoOWIde S Jeurwas g} je sdoysyiom
peol 01 pampagos sinjeads Ay} Jo Y,

| prequuyy ‘10570
YSIH Jsed pIequald U JEUrwss € je Aepoj
sweidoxd [ouyPs YUOW-Z[ Moqe SIOMSUR
autos 393 03 »doy uoryeInpa JO SpYeoq pue
-sjuopuuIadns fooqos Ajunos afed ng

£S1500 SUiSI pue SHPUL
-[ioaua jooyos Suruodd.mq 03 Jomsue ue £3u)}
ATV (SPLISIP [00YDS SNOUILIDI0D pue pum
AIe JeyM ;JeddJoolos YJuotu-Z] e st am.,sp

HIXAS S0NY8 A9

Jopuod



plan will work — most school systems that
havz adopted similar plans have abandoned
thein: and reverted to the {raditional nine-
yrionth school year. The objectives of resi-
dents have frequently been cited as reasons

for scrapping the program.

Ancther problem Du Page county high
school districts are eyeing is the many
small elementary districts that feed stu-
dents t: high school districts. Hinsdale,
Downers Grove, and Naperville high school
districts are especially concerned because
many of the feeder districts send pupils
to two or more high scheol districts.

The school districts in south Du Page
county are studying a school boundary re-
port completed last spring by Indiana uni-
versity. :

That report lists the pros and cons of
forming unit or coterminous school districts
across the south end of Du Page Q..Ew_@.

(Du Page courty does not have a unii &S
trict.) .

. Informal meetings have beer held be-
{ween represenfatives of Hinsdale and
Downers Grove High school districts to dis-
cuss feeder districts shared by the two. No
decisiors have been made according to au-
thorities. ,

or the two high school districts to form
unit or coterminous districts, elementary
districts feeding students into the two
would have to be split or moved entirely
into one of the districts. ~° : .

trict’s problem is compounded by sharing
two feeder districts with a will county high
school district. .

Bensenville Elementary Schoo! district 2
and Fenton High School district 100 in north
Du Page county agreed last week to study
forming a unit schocl district. All of district
100 is included in two elementary districts
district 2 and Wood Dale Elemeniary
Schoo! district 7-

-

The study also is to determine whether
districts 2 and 100 should continue having
one superintendent and one business man-
ager for both districts.

Coterminous districts have identical
Boundaries but separate poards of educa-
tion for the high school and olementary
school districts. There are two -such dis-
tricts in Du Page county, Wheaton and
Lisle. The only unit district in the western
suburbs is Elmwood Park district 401.

State, county, and school district educa-
tion authorities predict that a current trend
.10 larger elementary school districts will
continue and there will be more coter-
minous and unit districts created in the
process. .

The are about 50 fewer school districts

in HMinois this year
authorities. year than last, according to

One problem that does not affect the hig
oblem th: e hi
an. districts in centra! and north Hmvw
>age is elementary districts that send pu-

pils to two or more high school districts.

Several school officials said they __‘
moﬂw.www%iwz% of unit %Eamcﬁ
ir feeder districts into ot
m_mEmng.Q school district. o a8

One big problem seen by the educati
MMEE_.E% in these high mﬂg& &:mmww.wmum
EM nwmow of bonding power allowed unit dis- -

Under linois statutes, unit districts

. 3 1S ma;

issue bonds for up to 5 per cent of the EW.

M.%F. total assessed valuation. But separate

; S&ﬂna serving the same ferritory have a
bonding power of 15 per cent of the -

&mﬁmmmmww&wa. valuation — 5 per cent for each

The authorities in these &mﬂ_nw say -

they are anticipating that the Constituional -
Conveption will change tliis thru gverhaul
of the revenue provisions to allow unit dis--

tricts to issue bonds up to 10 per cent.

A few said that if the change is made, -
they would ‘mmediately seek formation of
unit .&.mn..mnv to take advantage of state aid
provisio.s. _

The Lisle school board districts receive
an evira $120,000 yearly in state aid be-
cause the elementary and high school dis-
tricts arc coterminous. Acccrding o the
district’s superiniendent, Raymond L. Mill-
er, Lisle would receive $120,000 more if it
were a unit district. .

Miller said the district probably would
change to a unmit district if not “for ' the
present 5 per cent, limit ¢n the bonding pow-
er of unit districts.
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Veto Doesn‘t Hurt
Valley View Plan

ROMEOVILLE - The

" Vailey View School Dist-

rict's year-round pian  will
not be affected by Gov.
Richard B. Ogilvie's veio
of a bill to6 psrmit school
districts to operate on a
full year plan. a spokesman
for the governor said today.

The spokesman said the
veto removed the option of
any school district to ope-
erate only one or more
schools within the district

4

on a full year school plan,
but will have no effect on a
full year school plan adopted

" on a district-wide basis.
Kenneth Hermanson.

superintendent for the dis-
trict, and James Gove, his
administrative assistant,
went to Springfield to clari-
fy the status of Valley View's

plan. Hermansen said they
were assured by the gover-

ror’s office that they wouid
be able 1o proceed on sched-

ule with the initiation of

their plan.

The target date for the
plan isJune 30, 1970.

SDovarru gt %’LO.S;/(«.»@_)
Qo 33, \%0a
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District, James Gove, adminis-

‘board member to appear at the

l

itley View

HeERALD News
JUESPAY OCTOBER A8 /F67

officials

o head panel program

ROMEOVILLE — The Ilinois;
Schoo! Board Association has
asked Kenneth Hermunsen, su-
perintendent of the Valley View

trative assistant, and a school

association’s. annual meeting
Nov. 24 at the Sherman House
in Chicago.

They will present a panel pro-
graa on “Plan 45-15” —~ Valley
View  District’s  continuous
school year plan.

The plan divides the Pupil
population into four equal
groups. Each of the four groups
of pupils will attend 45 class
days and have 15 class days va-
cation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of ‘the groups, at
any one time only three of the
groups wiil be attending on any
one class day. The four groups
always stay in the same order
of rotation. In a calendar year

nance building.

— Granted permission to the
Snartans for the annual athletic
banquet' Nov. 15 for a fee of
$7.50 an hour for custodian.

— Granted permission to New
Life Lutheran Church to use
school basketball facilities pur-
suant to board policy.

facilities for the bus mainte-l
t
|

each group will attend classes
180 days, four sessions of 45;
days per session.

The plan will be put into ef-
fect June 38, 1870, and will run|
until Aug. 16, 1971, for the first
school yerr, Hermansen said.

Board .’resident Bruce Web-
ster volunteered to attend the
meeting with the administra-
tors.

Hermansen, Gove and a board
memoer also were asked to pre-
sent a panel program on Plan
45-15 at 8 p.m. Nov. 14 on radio
station WAJP-FM. Board mem-
ber James Bingle volunteered
to attend.

In further business, the board:; :

— Approved-a bid for 45,300

from Compumatics for sewer

ey

S
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To Present 45 - 15 Program

a2 aEm o

Two administrators of
School Dist. 9 have been
invited to present a pro-
gram on the 45-15 Plan
to the Ilinois School Board

Asgoclation at their annual -

meeting in Chicago Nove
embper 24th,

Kenneth Hermanscn, the
dist. superintendent. and
James Gove, adminictrat~
ive assistant, will present

2 pansl program on the
new all-year school pro-
gram the district will in-
augurate next June.

The two aaministrators
have 2also been asked to
present a panel program

‘on the Plan over Jolet

Radio Station WAJP-FM,
They will appear on a
broadeast, along with a
board member, Mr, James
Bingle, '

|
:
I
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HERALD-NEWS

Will-Grundy-Kendall Section
Joliet, lll'inois, Wednésday, November 5, 1969

Siudy Valley View plan
for year-round program

ROMEOVILLE — Vailey View,
Schoaol District’s year-round
school plan has moved into an-
other phase of.planning. Ron-
ald N. Strahanoski, curriculum
coordinator, is working with
two committees of district per-
sonnel to work out the day-to-
day operations under the Valley
View Plan 4515 contmuous
school schedule.

The principals’ committee\
composed of William Dilkeman,
Lillie Eneix, Ronald Fagan,
Frank Kolinski. Verne Shelley
and Dave Pauley, is working on
various administrative details.

The committee is also study-
ing teacher scheduling so as to
best utilize the abilities of all
staff members. Storage of
teacher and pupil supplies
while students and/or' teachers
are on the 15-day vacation is a
problem to be solved.

The crganization needed to
xprowde for a change of class-
‘rooms each 4542y period s
another area to be wurked out.
Needed curricular - changes in
the area of feaching. methods:
cooperative teaching, team
‘teaching and individualization
of student’s work are being
-studied.

The teachers’ ' comimittee
is compossd of representatives
from each building. Carolyn
Pell and Ruth Leddy represent
Brook View School. North View
School’'s representatives are
Therese Castiglioni, Karen
Roberts and Mary :Synald. Ruth
Ennis, Ann Puetz, Norma West,
Mar)one Cole, and-Robert, Eng-
lish ufe working with the “Bark
View School staff.

Ridge View's faculty has Pa-

tricia Jones and Cynthia Studer
as its liaison representatives.
Phyllis Chopp, Lynn Anderson
and Grace Beaudoin represent
Valley View School and Hilda
Miller, David Zeiger, William
Jenkns and Patricia Miller arz
the delegates for West View
Junior High.

point the presen'c.curnCulum is
being studied to see how it can
fit into ‘the new schedule.

A spokesman for-the curficu-
lam committees:~ said that
change is not going to be made
for the sake of change. Yet

Plan 45-15 schedule .affords an-

opportune time to identify cur-
ricular problems for a system-
wide' study and organizing the

means and arrangements for
this study has been one of the |
first jtems on which the cur-'

riculum commitiees have been

working.

With the advent of Plan 45-15 .
both committees are studying-

the district's present education- :
al objectives. All attempts wiit--

.

be made for the imprgvement™

of organization, content, and

The teachers committee is at-{Procedures for teact‘mg various

tempting to discover and soive
problems teachérs may en-
counter in adjusting to the con-
tinuous school schedule.

Both committzes are taking|?
a good look at the present cur-
riculum. The change to a new
schedule is an excellent oppor-
tunity fer study. The curricu-
lum study has begun with the
premisé that a scheol’ calendar

|has been changed, From that

academic areas.
The committees hope to intro-

duce into the curriculum sig-.

nificant

content needed for

modern living in the space age :

of the seventies.

Uppermost- in this phase of !
planning for the 45-15 continu-
ous school plan is the desire {u
provide the best possible edu--

cation for the boys and girls of
the Valley View School District.
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Jolist Herald-Naows, Sunday, Mcrch 16, 1969—13-B

Valley View plan—choice of ultimatums

By DORGTHY CRYDER ,vmnﬁ research assistant. -days and have 15 class days va-.primary teachers would elect to: *“Will there be regression in “We have thought of that,
ROMECVILLE — *“We have " lus plan is fhe result of re- -ahon. But, by staggering start- keep the same class for the full Jearning after a child has at-|Hermansen answered. “We
no choice,” said Kenneth Her- searching 16 types of extended M8 dates of each group, Gove 180 days. ‘tended school 45 days and beenjthink the most realistic way to

. , . ams  (ove EAPIAINEd, at any one time only  “Look at it this way, though,”
mansen, superiniendent of the.schoul year programs, OSP:.:E of the groups would be at-'he said. "What effect does it

Valley View School District.'said. "It 15 meant only for our (ending classes on any one class:have on a youngster now if he

home for 157" chedule would be ggographical-

“There is always some regres-{Iy so that all children in one
larea would be in school at the

“We either initiate our Ecnomma”&a:.ﬁ 1o meet our particulariday. 'has a teacher for a full schoo} .5i0n,”” Hermansen answered. ::_mmam time."”
continuous scheol plan, go o?:mma.,. and not as a master plan  ‘‘Because of the large pupiljyear that he doesn’t like?” .Would be about the same as the| “Wha :u.m the final decision of
multiple sessions, or resort to 70.for uny other school. ;pepulation, class schedule andi “Wil} this kind of plan be an effects a Christmas vacation hasjwhether or not this plan will be

pupils to a classroom. We carn-, “The plan is very m_.au_m.:.mn:ﬁ_ mm.mzmmﬂ.,ﬁ_mn:oan_ datalincentive or a deiriment to ob-ion children, but it certainly wil |initiated?” another parent ask-

not build any more buildings;;G0ve said. “The pupil voup.._m:a:..vmwww%_:m ¢ wn:wzmm.nﬂ, Mc_n um laining new teachers for the dis- not be as much as our usualled. .
we have exhausted our bonding 5 divided into four equal .uwzm._” ....,.u%é or the scheduling,™:rict?” a parent asked. three -month’s summer vaca-! Bruce Webster, president of
:A, B, C and D. Children in the D€ Sdid. : Hermansen said he felt sure:tion.” the board of educdtion for Val-

power. ame family are always placed! The four groups would always:it would be an incentive to nev: “What if a child is a slow'ley View District, answered:

Hermansen was speaking at a,in the same time schedule unies ! .Sz in the same order of rota-'tegchers when they fully under-.learner, or is not doing well inj *‘Itis up to our board to make
community discussion meeting|Farents request om:mnimmm.: jtion. In a calendar year eachstand the plan. “Never has alclass?” ithe final decision,” he said.
last week to explain the program | _He &nd resedrch ,mmm_mnma_.m_.ccu would attend classes 180{teacher had so much flexibility; “This kind of scheduling will,"That is why we are having
o varents and to explore the|sE° explained the calendaridays (four sessions of 45 days|in a schedule,” he said. :be greatly to his advantage,”'these community discussion
parer. e *p chich is made up for the next!per session), Gove explained. “They can rotate as their stu-;Hermansen replied. “If he S:Lm«occm. We want to explere the
various implications such a pro-ifive years. Legal holidays, Sat-j “How important or necessaryidents do, teaching 45 days and;in our present system, he fails;plan together to iron out any

gram would have for children{urdays and Sundays, a full weekjis it for primary children toitaking off 15, or they may elect!for a whole year. With this new weaknesses or difficulties.
and the community, ;at Christmas, Easter and atihave the wm.am teacher for ajtg teach 180 straight days or theischeduling, he would have to nm._ “If anyone is intereste¢ Ir
conditions,” Hermansen sai 4. /least one week 5. July have cmmn_wa_o—m year?’”” asked one parent.fyl] year with only a 15-day va-jpeat only 45 days.” _sms.:m a coffee session at their
. ' ” .designated as times when the,"“Would they have one teacher|cation. The choice is entirely up| “What happens if my child is;home to discuss our continuous
The compulsary kindergarten|school would be closed. ifor the first 45 days and another(o them. It means that they can!in school and other children of|school plan further, they are in
law passed by the state Willl pach of the four groups of|the next 45 days?” now teach fulltime instead ofithe neighborhood are out ofjvited to call the district office,

bring at least 700 more students: . » P .
_ »Edw the district in 1970, >~8~ul=m_‘_mf would attend class 45] Hermansen said most o.n,-mro seeking summer employment.” Ischool?” asked one mother. Webster said.
“with the tremendous growt
within the community, the dis-|
trict will automatically pick vp!
300 to 490 extra students.”’ m

The continuous school year:
program, called Plan 4515 by|
the district, was drafted by Her-}
mansen; James Gove, mn::am-ﬂ
trative assistant to the .éum:j
tendent; Jobn Lukancic, assist-
ant superintendent, and Patrick|

_
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Will-Grundy-Kendall Section
doliet, Ilinals, Wednesday, Nevemiber 12, 1969

Vailey Views plan
dridws recognition

ROMEOVILLE—~Valley View and it iy impossible to usé the

-1 contipuous school YeAr plan.gry oftar o Soovy ‘apt.
will be reproduced in part oa Hermansen seid. Feim Sont

the cover of Educate Magazire | | .- action the board:

Bml :;:tey |Viewi § c:’o&;; —Approved the original
copyright to the magazine which 2088 m; ¢ffered '“'R!‘“d
will faclade & story oa 1he CRSEMent cat Normantown Road
M (. , P‘w T

Jim Gove, admivtaerative as.| ,—Hired hree additiona} eqn|
sitant o the suberintendent, PiOPes ks caltioria belp. Y
ghitd the adminitraten bKae —ApRproved Romeovills Jay.!
Beard from 1S states gnd Cees using West View's me
two foreign countries desiring Theater and 10 classrooms in:
information on the continucus Order to bid for television tap-|
school plan, ing for Illinois Jaycees and!

\ * .
Geve, Supt. Kenneth Herman. X9’ Sbew o human reia |
sen, board member James Bin-! ’ )

glo and Robert Nerfleet of Com.. —Accepted a resclution for) .

pumatics Educational Services 2rticulation detween elementary
_will be participants in a panel-school districta which feed into

program on Joliet's WAIP-FM:Lockport High School District.|”

from 8 to © pm, Friday, Lis- —Approved a resolution for
teness will have an opportunity unanimous approval and sup-
ta phane in questions to *he dis-,port of bond referendum and
tricCrepeatiitatives. ‘tax rate increase. propsed by

In other busimess architact Lockport High School District]. -

Robert Shoop said he had in Board.
specied Brook View School last!

which is complete except:
::ﬁwm and patching
werk. .

He said his Inspaction would
- be completed this week 2+ Ridge
; Sheop said thore were still
‘sofe. problems with vests in
the alr conditioning sysiem at,
Yalley View School, but it was!|
bopgd @ &Eve them perating]
properly in a few days. |

The board asked Shoop 'mt
check West View's Little Thea-|
ter exit. The domned mof Joss,
ot - adequately divert wneerl.

/63
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MMHI’P&IM EDTOBUARD OF EBUCATION

" Erenasto Edsail wos the
-.cholce: of the Schoo} DMs-

trlet 96 Board of Educs-

.tion to fi1l the unexpired

term of resigned board

- member William Butchart

st Mondays’ meeting, One

© member voted againsi the

choice,

Edsall has served on the
District 96 Board for nins
years prevlously. * Four
years ngo ‘he chose to run
for -the ' m&\ Bchool boird,
and beme ‘elgetad served
a three year term there,

" He did not seek re-elegs

tion because of his dig. .

of the board,
Member KennethKibbler

" voted agatnst Edsall, not,

he sald, because Edsall waz
not qualified, but becausa
ho felt the board passed
up another possitle cholce
who would have been.as

good o better then Edsall,

Kibler was referring to
former board member John
Strobba, who served on the
board for six years, I
{s known that severel of
the board members did not
wish to appoint Sty¥obbe bee
cause of personal reasons,
In other action the board
accepted a bid o2 6% from
the First National Bank of
Lockport on $1.3 miliion
in tsxz anticipation ware-
rants, Tweny srea and
‘Chicego banks : Mﬂ beon

satisfaction with the dis~

.cension on that board,

.. While on the District 08
" "Board of Education, Edsall

. .Borved a torm sspresident

fnvited to bid, but the

Lockport Bank was the
only ona <o respond. The
bid was readily accepted
since the sale of tax an-
ticipation warrants have
not gone well due to the
tight money market,

vAttorney Eugene Korst
reported that he and the
business manager, Paul

© Swinford, had meet with

- the Commonwealth Edison

attorney, the county treas~
uerer and the Will County.

state's ‘attorney on, taxes.

protestau by.. the utility.
Commowemh Ediaton, be
said, bad ffered to settle

‘on 'a 25-95% basls, and

he recommendaed that the
offer be accepted if the
utlity increased the offer
from 35 to 50 %, .

Robert Norfleet, a Tep~

representaﬂm of Comp.,

* umatics, consuitants to the

board on the 45-15 pian,
meported that maiiings are
ready to the parems of
students in the district on

‘which track thefr children
. will 'be on, The letters -

will be maiiud next Monhe
day. The 46«15 year ae.
round school plan starts
next June,

may still  beunfamiliar
with the pladvattend the
January 15th PTOmeeting,
where the program will be
devoted to the plan. ‘

By a three to two vote
Ceorge Hagsert was elect-
ed vice president of the
board over James Bingls,
who was sabzent, Sinte
Bingle was absent Hassert
declined to vote,

_ It was gug- ..
gested that parenis .whp

/¢S

&\l&ucm
D&m &*},l‘m



ROMEOV!LLE Plans of thel Py staggering the starting'are June 11-Aug. lo 1970 Oct
&gligy View Scho(:’l Distrilct dete of each group, at any - one lg-’]rgov };c:‘y;o ]D:: lgﬁf@ 27, '
a year-round schooi arel / Wi ncludes stmes
tast becoming a reality. time d(::ly ﬂ:e? Broups v‘.'m be school closing; Jan. 19-Feb. 9,
On Monday over 3,000 familes|2\ich0 n6 SCROOL - 1671; April 311, 1971, which in¢
in the district are expected to| 1h€ 8roups always stay in the ciydes Easter school *closing; |
recelve & letter from Kenneth{same order of rotation, In a cal- April 21-May 11, 1971; June 74 ) ;
Hermansen, superintendent oficndar year each group will at-igyly 5 1671, which includes sum-|dren  who will’ m=m
tho district, giving the school|tend classes 10 days, four ses-lmer school closing, and July 27-{thE tirst time.s% ¥ g
schedule for the children in.each|sions of 45 days each. IAug. 16, 1971, Aug. 17, 1971, will| - T »
family, All holidays _vaca-| Group A will start the 1970-71|be the start of the second school -
' also are shown on e cal-{schotl year June 30, 1970, and|year for this group. ... .
endar enclosed in the lettez.  (June 2, 3971, Vacation periods! Group D will start the 1sm71 ~The sbx sch
The letter was sent rigw go|are June 1129, 1970; Sept. 1-22.lgonoo) year Sept. 1, 1970, énd|Viéw Disirict'af
that families can plan activitiesi!970; Nov. Z8Dec.' 27, . 1970, ipug, 16, 1971 Vacation: periads}Scl
for the coming year and &ke which includes Chxistmas schook are June u,Aug 31, 1970; Now.|Yiew.
tull advantage of the opportuni-{Siosing; March 323, 17, Aprills Nov. %, 1970; Dec. 1627, Jo70,{North. View, Séh
[tien of the new school calendar, &11, 1971, which Inclidés Eas-|ghich includes Christmas schootjnols. 38 aid &
said Hermansen. ter sohool closing; and June 3closing; Feb. 10-March 2, 1971.{80;+
“The six schools will be July 5, 1971, which includesiaprii 3.11, 1671, which inciudes|B!
kept open #td operating all year|So o schoo! closing: July 8, Eagter school closing; May 12-] L
ling’ upder @ plan called -the 1971, will be the stest  of the|jype 2, 1971; June 24-July 5, 1971{ton Ave'que_!,v‘ g3
“Valley View 4515 -Plan” second school year !br hiSiwhich includes summer school Schoot ¢ti Gary-B
wm)gommnecumemmg’“‘* n ewsraudAuz 17:85pt. 7, 107,
“‘The plan was drafted by-dis:|;:Group : B will start July 71,|Sept. 8, 1971, whl be the start
tﬁa administrators, Herman- 1670, and|end. the school year|of the- ‘second. school year for
sén, Jutnes Gove, administrative(June 23, 1971.. Vacation periodsithis group.- 4
W s the superintendent,|are Jusc 1 July 20, 1870; Sept.i “AllTllinois legal holidays also
shit, Lukaiscls, ‘assiytant. super-|23-0ct. 14, 1870; ‘Dec.' 19, :1870-|will be.observed by’ school chos-|
m«m,m Patrick Page, re-[Jan. 18, 1071, whith includés|ing” said ‘Page, the ress
sgairch assistant. Christmas school closing; March|assistant “who' made up’ the
AT plan ¥ gchedullbg sys- 2-April 20, 1871, which includesischool calendar: for the next‘ va|
&ni-that vitllies w mcmﬁes Easter school closing, and June years. . e
Kronghiptt i year, with the pu-{24-July 28, 1971, which inéludes|(. “This.js the-tirst real inhova:| )
o popu!atiou H!Mded into four summer school closing. July 27, tlon we iave fiad in the educa- SRS
lia! groups. {3071, willbethestartotthesec- tion * system -since 1810 ‘whed| " "
“JEach of the four groups of p Wwwu year for this group. [schools .:started - on ““nine’ “fally ™+
pils: cmed ‘A, B, C and D, wrl Group (‘, will -start ' Aug.; 11,{months of :dlassés,” Page saidi| -
amnd‘.ls ‘¢hass- days ‘and then 1970, ‘and ‘end the ‘school :year! : “Qur.Valley View 4515 contin-
luve 15 elasé days vacatlon fJuly 26, 1971 Vacatlon penods nus‘sghool year plan cculd revo-
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PARENTS RECIEVE SCHEDULES
FORA5- 15 PLAN

Parents who have child-
ren or will have children
golng to school District 96
this year recelved coples
depicting the track their
child will be on for the
coming school year, While
the Valley View 45~15 plan
has been explained in the
Beacon 2 number of times
as well as at numerous
public - meetings it is ex-
pected that their will be
some parents who still do
not understand the ramifi-
cations of this plan, Three
avenues are open by which
these people can learn
about the 45-15 plan, One
is by attending the P.T.,O.
meeting set for January 15
at West View Jr. High

School at 8 p,m, Atsecond.

method is by calling the
dal into education number-
838-0699- for a message
which explains the pro-
gram, The third method
1s to gef’ together a group
of parents, arrange for
a2 session of the group
where one of the adminig-

trators will explainthe plan

to the group,

In brief, the Valley View
45-15 pian is a method by
which the utilization of the
school buildings is en-
hanced by approximately
thirty three per cent, The
students are divided into
four near equal tracks, The
first track will start this
summer and continue for
forty five school days,
After the first fifteen
school days the second
track will start, after the
first thirty school days the
third track will start and
after the first fourty-five
school days the fourth

track will start, When the
fourth track startsthefirst
track has their firstfifteen
school day vacation, In
other words, at anv given
time cnly seventy five per
cent of the students are in
school,

The 45-15 plan was cne

_ of necessity, The school
- distrlet has exhausted it's

bonding power ( the ability
to horrow money ‘o build
schools) -and even though
the voters:may wish to
build those schools the
school can not legally do
this, Since kindergarten
is compulsory stariingthis
year, and new famflies have
moved and will be moving
into the area, the six
schools inthe district could
not handle all the puplls
using the traditional school

‘vear unless the schools

went on double shifts or
loaded the classrooms with
fifty to-sixty pupiis,

The 45-i5 plan is being

watched closelv not . only
by schools in this area

.but school districts

throughout the country, 1
it i5 successfal it is ex-
pected that many other
schools will adopt versions
o7 48 plan,

Parents who have not
attended a program on the
45-~15 plan are urged to
attend the P,T.0. meeting
of Thursday, January 15
at 8 p,m, at the West View
Junjor High School litile
theater, Sevexal adminis-

trators who were instru-""

mental is formulating the
plan will be on hand to ex~
plain it and answer ques-
tlons, All residents of
the district are invited to
attend this meeting,

o~

|
|
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TOMORROW =15 2:00 P.M. WEST VIEW -- P.T- O. SEE U,

N e Fge ™

\THE PARENTS BROUSHT TOMATOES AND
EGGS ——— IM SURE MOST OF THEM HAVE
ACCERPTED THE PLAN, SO DON’T BE.

NERVOUS, NOW GO OQUT THERE AND
' DO YOUR THING WHEN THE

43- B AT PT0

Parents of grade school
and junfor high school chil-
and junior high school DM QQQ .o
children in District 96 who
do not understand, or have
questions about the Valley qa AY
View 45-15 plan, are urged A M"'\ \*) ‘q 70
to attend the PTO meeting
to be held at the West View
Little Theater tomorrow
evening (Thursday) at
8 p,m, The administrators
who conceived and worked
out the details of the 45-15
plan will be on hand to
Q answer questions and dis~
EMC cuss specific problems,
; - All residents of School Dis-
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VIEW ON SCHOOLS

-To.the Edltor T

..I amxr writing concerning the

upcommg Dlstrlct 205 referen-__,.

dum AY

Inst&ad of xsome of the an--

nounced cits and.changes, some
of ~whi¢h seem pointless and
meager — no ‘yearpooks, news-
paper,. cluhs, ,band — why not
larger and more logical ones?

It seemia‘a bit unnecessary. to

have so many assistants to -su= .

perintendents, principals, deans, - -
- “counselors, - ete.” ‘when fewer .

.. would: probably suffice and save -

a lot of money. Perhaps some
would; be .willing to. take salary
cuts to show their willingness to

. do everything fo solve the prob-

lems of the distriet..
-Perhaps a shift of students
with - all .freshmen and sopho-

- mores at Central, juniors at
. Hast, and seniors ‘at’ West. Or,

perhaps the purchase or rental

- of . the Lockport Central Grade
. School building for additional
- space. .

:‘)_Perhaps ‘the year- round plan

being instituted this year by El-
ementary School District 96
which will serve more students
without additional building.

Perhaps instead of $3,500-
$5,000 taxpayer dollars every
sixty (60) days until the refer.
endum is passed plus the $12,-
000 fee (again taxpayer dollars)
being paid the consulting firm,
a delay until reasonable cuts
are made and shown to be ef-
fective. Let them give the tax-
paying voters proof they can be
sensible and reasonable and will
not squander the veferendum
money as has been done previ-
ously.

A business couldn’t be run the
way schools are run. We’ve been
told the disirict won’t receive
any money until 1971-72 even if
the referendum is passed. What
then? Will they again sell tax
antlclpatlon warrants this spring

~-and fall agamst the. referendum
- money s¢ that in 1971 or 1972 or

1973 we’ll have the same situa-
tion?

. Marjorie Herron
16101 Janet Ave.
Lockport, I11. 60441
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- District gets grant

to study s

F.OMEOVILLE — The Valley;
View School District has been
awarded a $43,790 federal grant
to research the 45-15 continuous
school plan, in which students
attend classes 45 days. ihen
have 15 vacations days, on a
year-around basis. '

The grant was announced to
tne board of education Monday
by James Gove, administrative
assistant of the district.

Gove said research wiii pe
an analysis between the tradi-
tional school program and the
45-15 plan, and will involve re-
search and evaluation design:
He said Com:pumatics Corp. had
been instrumental in securing
this grant for *h.e district.

The board decided that three
'persons would need to be hired
for this program, a director,
ideputy director and a secretary.
The board also approved Gove,
Patrick Page, research assis-
tant, and Paul Swinford, busi-
;ness manager, to work on ‘the
iproject in July with the three
pérsons to be hired.

Supt. Kenneth Hermansen
read a copy of a letter from
State Sen. Harris Fawell to the
Naperville board of education
asking that it delay approval
to Levitt Builders for 30 to
40 days. This would give time
for investigation into the eco-;
nomic impact on taxpayers be-:
fore a huge apartusent complex
and shopping center is built on
Naperville Road. About 400
acres of the complex will be
in Valley View School District,
Hermansen said.

In other business, the board:

—Changed its policy on bLuild-
ing usage for non-profit groups

chool plan

recording equipment 'vill reduce
the payment to Illinois Bell Tel:

yearly.

The next board meeting will
be at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 23 at
Park View School. L

ephone Co. from $348 to $144;

Q@»@x Wornald A \L VTS

within the district. The new poli-
cy states, that if a custodian
is on duty ther will be no
charge. If & custodian has ol
be employed, there will be a!
$7.50 fee per hour. |

—Approved purchasing equip- H

ment for $335 to continue the
dial-for-education program. The

l

v&kﬂum\_‘\ﬂi

\% -0

’Pm&ﬂ !

/

e



SCHOOL BETS BRANT
FOR 45-158TUDY

Sebhool District 96 has been
granted $43,790 by the Fed-
eral Government to conduct
an educational and fiscal ane
alysis on the Valley View
45-15 Year-gound Schoo,
Plan, projected overtherext
i2n years, The announcea
ment was made by assistant
school superintendent James
‘Gove at the regular Monday
meeting of the Board of Ed-
ucation,

To implement the projeci
the board approved a motion
by James Bingle to hire a

%Q.a o=

director, a deputy director .
and fiscal analylst and a ...
secreatry, and to use part ..

of the grant to cover one-

month salary for Gove and .-

administrators Tat Page
and Paui Swinford, Thenro-
ject 1s o be completed :n
six months, .

Motlons were also made
and approved to retaln the
Ilinols Schoo)l Consulting
Service to survey the north
boundaries of the schliool dis-
trict, The cost will be
shared by Naperville School
Dist #18, and perhaps other
school districts,

* edrusany \\, 910
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Appoint

For 45-15

ROMECVILLE -- Board
members of School District
96 appointed a director and
dzputy director for a study
to be made of the 45-15 plan
as opposed to the traditional
school year. Named at the
meeting on February 23, was
Dr. William Rogge, of the
University of Idinois, who
will serve as the director,
and Rob2rt Norfleet, of Com-
pumatics, Incorporated, as
deputy director.

This swdy will take six
months and will be paid for
from -federal funds of $43.-
000, recently granted to the
districi.

Lockport Park District of-
ficials have consulted the
school administrators about
using Ridgeview School in
Romewille for their sum-
mer  recreation  program.
Kenneth Hermansen advised
the group that a daytime
progrun could not be con-
ducted because the 45-15
plan begins on June 30.

However, a plan could be
instituted for a program to
take place after 4 p.m. Resi-
dents of Romeoville south
of 135th Street are in the
Lockport park district and
also in the library district.

Ronald Breyne, president
of the board of education of
St. Andrew's School in Ro-
meoville, invited all District
96 board members to an
open house, on March i, to
view the educational pro-
gram and progress ieing
made at St. Andrev:’s.

-Audrey Manley, assistant
principal  at  Nocth View
school. and Bruce Browning,

director

Study

Instructional Television Co-
ordinator of the district
presented a program to the
board on the work already

.in progress and future plans

for closed circuit T.V. work.
Air pollution and -safety will
be presented in addition to
the regular classroom work
aircady being offered. .

Future school board meet-
ings will be held at 8 p.m.
and will continue at this
time unti! contract negotia-

tions with teachers are com-

picted.

The next regular meeting
will be held on March 9, at
8 pun. in the library of
Park View School.

W) M;‘t—
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Attentionto Be on Suburban

School District’'s Year-Round Classes

By BRUCE SMITH

A small west-suburban school district 1s
the center of nalional attention because it
soon will convert to the 12-munth school
year.

Educators ure watehiug developiments in
Valley View Flementary School distriet %
in Will county. which has bheen swarded a
contract (o research aspects of a 12.-month
school yenr The distriet feeds Naperville
High School district 107 in Du Page county

The $43,000 contract was awarded district
28 by the National Center for Fducatiopal
Research and Development in the United
States Department of f{iealth, Education.
and Wellare.

The study is to determine the economics
of operaling a public school system on a
year-round basis as apposed {o the tradi-
tional nine-month school year with a three.
momh summer vacation.

District 9% has adopted for the 1570-11
school year a I12-monid schnol calendar
calted the 4515 plan. The district copy-
righted (he plan in August, 1969. The
reason: given for the action is tha! some
educators were describing the plan with-
out verifying their information with the
plan's developers.

The 45-15 plan divides school enrollment
into quarters. Pupils attend classes for 45
class days and then have 15 days of vaca-
tion, repeating the cycle four times yearly.
Additional vacatier perivds are provided
all students in the raditional holiday sea-
sona.

District 96 will put its plan into effect
June 30. One-fourth of the district’s enrojl-
ment will begin a 60-day cycle (45 class
days and 15 vacation day-) that day.

The first cycle for the second 257 to take
part in the rescheduled school year will be
July 21 thru Oct 14 Tlie third group's cycle
will be Aug. 11 thru Nov 4 and the fourth
Sept. | thru Nov 30

The theory behind a 12-month school year
is that by keeping the faciities in use all
year with 75 ¢ of the pupits attending
school at any one tune, the district can
handle 33% more pupils without: adding fa-
cilities

District 88 covers $1'z square miles in
norta Wall county, including the municipal-
ities of Bolingbrook and Romeoville. The
rest of the district 1s i umncorporated Will
county. o

District % developed the 4315 plan be-
cause of rapidly increasing enrolliments and
; Q  bonding power 1o build additional
FRIC

R rict started the schoal year with

It expects to have about 7,200 pupils fur the
1970-71 schoo! year.

The ascessed valuation of district 98 is
about $120 tullion snd will be uboutl $125
mutlion for the next calendar year.

Rubert Norlieet, a cousultant o the dis.
trict. said Mond.ay that the district had an
assessed viduation of about $100.000 per pu.
pilin 1960 but that todav's assessed valu-
ation per pupal is less than $20,000

He said the district expects 1,000 to 1,200
kindergarten pupils for the next vear. The
Kindergarten puptis will attend on a hatf.
day basis. The distriet has not presiously
operated kindergarten classes.

The kindergarten pupils. the present pu.
pus. and the increase expected in the sum.
mer will give the distnct the estimated 7.-
200 full-time pupits it :xpects for the next
year.

Repeating the 60-day cycle four limes
yearlv allows each pupil to altend schooi
the 176 days required by Illinois siatutes.

Under the traditional nine-month schoot
year. schoo! calendars were made up for
and teachers were contracted for i34 days
per school year. The 184 days include four
d:vs {or teacher institutes, four snow days.
and 176 days on which pupils attend school.

District 98 now is negotiating teachers
salaries for the next year. Projecting the
present salary schedule onto a 12-fhoath op-
eration, teachers could receive $9,600 1o
$16,000 a year, depending upon degrees held
and experience.

No information is available on what
teachers are asking for the next year or on
what the district is offering. However, last
year district administrators were specula-
ting about offering beginming teachers with

N

o
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a bachelor’s degree and ne experience $10,-
000 a year on a 12-month schedule.

Norfleet said prehiminary talks with
teachers indicate men teaching at the jun
tor high sehool tevel prefer a 12-month con-
tract but women teaching in the primary
grades prefer a mnv-monlh,c_ontract

District 96 was formed in'i1952 when six
one-room country schools were unified by
annexation A sixth school was added in
1453

Total enrolhment for the 1%53-54 school
year was 83 An enroliment projection pre-
pared in April, 1969, predicted that the dis-
trict’s enroliment will be 18,450 pupits for
the 1980-81 schoo! year. '

District officials already are beginning to
revise their estimales upward. :

“All we neeu is for the interest rates to
drop and a few more developers to begin
developing 4 few more subdivisiom: &nd our
projections are all wrong,” sald ore spokes-
man fur the district.

District 96 also is to outline plans for de-
termining whother pupils learn more ef:
ficiently ander a year-roun. operation and
how the year-round operation of a public
schoo! system affects other community or-
ganizations.

Aspects of the theee problems are now
being studied by the School Calendar Study

. Committee of UDu Page County, a group of

educators and private citlzans appsinted in
Cctober, '

The study being made in district #§ is to
be completed b, July 31, 1971, and for-

warded Lo Washington in late summer or
early fatl.

¥
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Year-Around School?

When schools face a budgetary the alternatives often mentioned.
crisis or a space crunch, going to a But no one really knows much ahout
twelve-month school year is one of how well a year-round school would

’ work, or how much it would save.

It’s wbeing tried, though, starting
this summer in Valley View, Illinois.
Students will be in school 45 days,
then off for 15 days, year-around.
The school itself will be functioning
full time, of course, with about a
quarter of the student body ‘“on va-
cation” at any given time.

‘A federal grant will enable the
Valley View educators to describe
their p-ogram for the benefit of
school boards across the nation, in-
cluding a careful statistical measure
of costs. C

It sounds worth waiching.
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By MARILYNN HEHR
Times Staff Writer

Thev’ve turned the one-room school-
house inte something that in many in-
stances resembles a creature from outer
space.

They’ve computerized, televised,
wodualized and clusterized pupils and
classes.

They’ve constructed some of the best
swimming pools in Calumet Region
schools and have the best facilities for a
kid to dribble a baskethall.

But they still lock up the buildings
every June and turn the kids out into the
streets for three long, hot swmmer
months.

They’re nat needed on the farm any
more. Urban living and mechanized
equipment have changed that.

It’s all changed except for the nine-
month school year. They've left that
alone.

At a time when most school corpora-
tions are facing ruin because of a lack
of money, and increasing enrollments are
demanding more facilities, many educa-
tors believe the nine-month concept is as
out-of-date as fashion experts predict the
mini will be come fall.

‘BUT A FEW EDUCATORS appear {o
be “with it.” They’re researching, study-
ing and implementing an extended school
year.

/2mo ...«/Mm&.ov\ _.,muﬁ_‘tmm..m

ee Sus

Pubjic high schoels in Atlanta have
been operating on a year-round basis
since thz fall of 1963. Elementary schools
will follcw suit this year.

Supt. John W. Letson calls Atlanta’s
extended school year “a committment to
a better kind of education.”

The American School Board Journal
reports imore than 600 school districts are
studying year-round plans. Michigan is

Ist in a Series

spending $100,000 to survey the Ewn:nm.
bility of 2 12-month calendar.

At least one school corporation in the
Calumet Region is seriously studying the
extendec. year concept. It might begin by
next December.

Cihers are falking about the merits
but doing; Iittie else.

In Hinois, asmall school district
with five elementary schools and one jun-
jor high, is through talking.

VALILEY VIEW School District 96
near Lockport will go on a “45-15” day’
plan Jure 30. The plan will give pupils 45
days in s~hool and 15 days’ <m8ro=. Itis
continuous.

An Illinois Calumet Region educator
has. thoroughly researched the year-
round system, but he’s had no support
from his iichool board.

Supt. Chester Maihofer 5 Calumet.

3\303&\ .Nﬂlawhw

MEers

City's Wentworth School District 155 pro-
posed the extended year last spring as an
alternative to a building program or split
shifts.

The board closed its ears to all {hree.

Maihofer believes ““people ara reluc-
tant to accept change...especially
when you’re changing mosmzzzm that's
been in existence over a long period of
time.”

But he also believes one * must think
objectively and not close his eyes . . . we
should examine the problem from all
aspects , . . and think of survival.”

“IN A SOCIETY where we're so
money ¢onscious, do we want only an
edifice . . . or do we want to utilize effec-
tively all that we have,”” Maihofer ques-
tions.

Hammond Supt. Robert L. Medealf
says he’s concerned at the moment with
trying to aperate his 27 schools for ning
months “let alone 12.”

But he agrees the exiended school
year concept is something worth looking
at. .
“We're going to have to analyze
uew methods of education, and concepts
. . . and if the 12month school year is
one of them, then it should be studied,”
he says.

“There’s no.rhyme or reason why we
operate on a nine-month basis, it’s just
cistom,”” says Medcalf.
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By MARILYNN HEHR
“Times Staff Writer

‘There’s a new tool being markefed
for school districts with growing pains,
no money and exhausted bonding power.

School corporations across the coun-
iry are studying the possibility of throw-
ing out 200 years of tradition and keeping
the kids in school during the summer
months.

They’re considering several plans for
an extended school year. But only a
small number have adopted any one of
the plans.

The Lake Central School Corporation
is eyeing four possibilities. Valley View
School District 96 in Will County, 111., will
begin the 1970-71 term June 30; on the
“45.15" plan.

A LAKE CENTRAL commitiee with
Lcommunity and school representation

.will recommend May 15 the approval of

E

one of the plans under study.

The plans include the staggered
four-quarter concept, the rotating four-
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quarter plan, a staggered trimest plan
and a rotating trimester plan.

Under the staggered four-quarter
system, the school year is divided into
four equal terms, Students attend all four
terms for. about 220 days. The normal
number of school days a year in 180.

Q
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Four semesters are included in the
rotating four-quarter plan but only 75 per
cent of the students are in school during

any term. Students attend three consecu-’

tive terms and vacation the fourth for a
total of 160 days.

The staggered trimester is identical
to the staggered four quarter plan with

" the exception the year is diyided into

three equal terms,

The rotating trimester plan also di-
vides the school year into three equal
terms. Students attend two consecutive
terms and vacation the third. About 6
per cent of the students are in school dur-
ing any given semester for 180 days.

The continuous rotating *45-15” plan
adopted by the small Illinois elemzntary
school district divides pupils into four
groups—each group attending school for
45 class days and then having 15 days of
vacation,

BY STAGGERING the starling date
of each group, only three-quarters of the
pupils will attend classes at one time.
The four groups will remain in the same
order of rotation with each group attend-
ing 180 school days in a calendar year,

The school district has a five-year

15°

calendar drawn up giving pupils time off
on legal holid ys, Saturdays and Sun-
days, a full week at Christmas and Fast-
er and at Jeast one week in July.

The Lake Cenira! steering commitice
and Vailey View school officials list
many advantages for an extended year.

The advantage is total utilization of
all facilities.

Valley View says the extended year
will mean putting off a $4 million to $6
million building program for at least fwo
years. ,

It also will increase classroom space
by 33 per cent without additional con-
struction, and “‘fewer desks, textbooks.
library books and audiovisual items will
be needed to serve an increased enroll-
ment,” say school officials.

ADVANTAGES CITED by the Lake
Cenfral steering committee are:

Students can complete 12 years of
schooling in 10 years, allowing them to
select extra college prep courses, receive
on-the-job training or research a subject
of interest, -

The dropout rate tends to decrease
since students have an expanded educa-
tion by the time they reach -the legal
dropout age.

Employment . competition is not as
high during the fall, winter and spring
months,

If a student fails a course, he can re-
peat the term instead of the entire year.
“Tach student would have an extra semes-
ter every three or four years to be used
for makeup work, new classes or ad-
vanced work. ,

School officials in both corporations

caution an adopted plan wmust be “‘tai-"

lored” to a school district’s specific
needs. ;

“Not every plan will work in every
school district,” -says District 96 Assist-
ant Superintendent James R. Gove.

T 39,
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Because state law demands all scheol
districts provide kindergarten facilities
by the beginning of the 1970-71 school
year, the district estimates a pupil popu-
lation of 7,000 when the new term starts
June 30.

Gove says the district won't save
money by going on the exiended year
plan, but it does mean the avoidance—-for
at least two years—of a $4 million fo $6
million building program, or ‘the equiva-
lent of two 30-room buildings.

To operate six buildings on a year-
round basis would be the equivalent of
operating two additiona: buildings, says
Gove. . :

He believes the added expense’to the
school district comes in the form oftime
spept on ‘‘gearing up” tlle program,
time spent in researching it and schedul-
ing pupils. .

THE DISTRICT is financing the pro-
gram itself. It's not looking for outside
help.

¢3S
-

“If we received f{ederal funds, the
program would stop when the money
stopped coming in . . . this isn’t a pilot
projéct, it’s a way of life,” says Gove.

But the district has been singled out
by the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare for some federal aid.

I’s been given a $43,000 grant to
study the 12-month system and report: {o
the U.S. Office of Education its findings
on comparison of costs over a 10-vear pe-
riod.

Gove said the study will show the
costs of operating Valley View Schools
over the hext 10 years on 2 traditional
nine-monih schedule and for a 12-month
program. .

It’s estimated the Valley View School
District will retain the *“45-15" plan for at
least the next 10 years.

“WE WANT to make a betier prod-
uct and operate at a profit, that is by nti-
lizing our buildings all year . .. we're
going about it as much as possible ina
business-like procedure,” says Gove.

< K3 N

ya:

28 e,

O

=

§
3
H
;
;

E



istric

By MARILYNN HEHR
Times Staff Writer

A small Will County school district
steetching from the banks .of the Des
Plaines River through cornfields and into
modern suburbia will* break *down 200
years of tradition in June.

It'il be doing something riany larger
school corporations are contemplating
when it opens its doors June 38 on a
year-around basis.

School District 96 in Remeoville is in
the same dilemma most school systems
throughout, the country are facing.

o::s:m enroliment. little money, no
bonding power and crowded facilities are
making schools look for new answers.

Many are studying numerous possi-

ble plans which could work on a year-
around basis.

BUT SCHOOL DISTRICT % is
through studying. They're all set to act.

The scheo! district will implement
the *“45-16 Day Plan” — 45 days in class,
15 class days off. It was one of several

plans Ssmam:a before m%uz& was
given,

Assistant mcwn .James K. Gove be-
lieves the success on & vear-round school
program is based .on its acceptance by
the local school board, by state schoo! of-
ficials and by the community.

In Valley View School District-96,
residents have approved tax hikes 15
times in (he last 19 years. .

“‘Our board is 100 per cent behind us
and the General Assembly has mc:é?
ized reapportionment of state aid .
says Gove.

He admits the 8535_@ hasn’t
been cut waving hanners approving ihe
program but they haven't carried pickets

"to protest it either.

OUT OF 3,000 letters sent to parents
in December explaining the program,.

only two “nasty” replies were returned
and the administration received only one
‘“gasty™ phone call.

Supt. Kemneth Hermansen and his
staff believe it's important to keep the

lunge Into

Year.’

communily informed at all times “not
just when you want something from
them.”

They also believe in being honest.

“We tsld them (taxpayers) the ex-
lended schao! year was not a complete
answer . . . in time we'll need to build
more schaols ..’ says Patrick Page,
district research coordinator.

By exfending the school year, the dis-
trict says it will utilize all its facilities

3rd in a Series

and pupils will have a full day of classes
for 180 days cf the year.

T “We're doing E—m out &

says Gove. o
Alternatives- were ‘split shifis or dou-

{ necessity,”

_bling up on class size, to 60 or more.

SINCE ITS BEGIRNING in 1953
when six one-rcom country schoolhouses
were consolidatad, the school district has
grown at a ropid rate: of 560 pupils a year
—~from 839 to 5,560,

(Socald
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Year-Round School Gives

One Answer to Crowding

By MARILYNN HEHR
- Times Staff Writer

When their schools have reached the
saturation point, educaters and school
boards usually consider two answers to
the problem—a building brogram or split
shifts.

Both can be unpalatable from both an
educational and community staqdpomt.

Building usually means an increased

" iax rate. Split shifts usually mean irate

parents. o )
But another alternative is being re-
vived. . )
The extended school year was first
used in Bluffton, Ind., from 1904 to 1915.
At least 13 otber cities, including Gary,
have tried it at one time or another. Atl
also abandoned its use. ) o

An assistant superintendent of an Illi-
nois elementary scheol district which will
gc on a 12-month plan in June believes
there are two main reasons why the ex-
tended year was tried and dropped.

James R. Gove of Valley View
School District 96 in Romeoville believes
the year-round concept failed because of
community apathy and the inability of
administrations to handle pupil schedul-

EDUCATORS .AGREE there must be
community acceptance of an extended
plan or it will be short-lived.

But there are other things lo consid-
¢r, too. :

Glen Eberley, assistant principal at

., Lake Central High School, sees numerous
., advantages for his school corporation if it
_adopts a year-round >lan.

Eberley has, headed & committee
studying the use of a year-round plan for
Lake Central. Recommendations of the
committee are to be presented to the su-
perintendent and the board of education
May 15.

It's estimated Lake Central High
School will reach its saturation point next
year. Eberley says the year-round plan
could “buy” the district additional room.

“It’s hetter than going on split days
or operating classes out of church base-
ments and town halls,” he says.

Fourth in a Series

Calumet City Supt. Chester Maihofer,
agrees.

He says he ‘“can’t defend” the split
shift concept unless it is for upper grade
pupils’ where a full day of ciasses can be
given.

“If we can properly do in three or
four hours something that is now ziven
six or seven hours, then something is
wrong,” Maihofer says.

AS AN EDUCATOR, Maihofer says
he is strongly against curtailing the cur-
riculum,

“We must do a!l we can to give stu-
dents a system of fhinking, developing
their individuality and finding a role in
society.”

Eberley says some argue the year-
round school system can enly work in a
large district or on 2 county-wide basis.

“It would be a long time in coming if
we (Lake Central) tried to involve
more,” he says.

He sees many possibilities but he
adds a school district adopting the ex-
tended 'year concept ‘‘must believe 1t can
work and must have the community and
school officials willing to give it at least a
three-year trial.”

Educators see the 12-month schcol
year as a method {o expand curriculim
and have a number of teachers freed
from classroom duties during eacn quar-
ter of the system to offer added services.

A STUDY MADE by Roy.A.
Wehmhoefer, assistant superintendent of
Cook County schools, says fewer teachers
would he requirgd on the year-round ha-
S1S. . . e b .
The “45-15"" plan adopted Ly Valley
View District. would allew parents to
choose any time-in the year for a vaca-
tion. e

But Atlanta, Ga., school officials see
another advantage.

1t means not turning 120,000 kids into
the streets at one time for three consecu-
tive hot summer months.

/183
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Uncertainties Cloud

Year-round Qutlook

By MARILYNN HERR
‘Times Staff Writer

Because it docsu't cotne with a writ-
ten guarantee, there- are probibly .more
educators who "believe the 12-monti
" school year can't -work than there are
those willing to give it at vy.

The extended school concey.t is being
examined from all aspects by many
boards of education and superintendents
across the country as a measure to
“buy” added classrooms without raising
" taxes.

It’s being tried, too, in several areas
on a county-wide basis.

But there are those who are pessi-
mistic. .
Toey say there are too many “ifs”
and *bufs” that make the year-round
school concept too risky.

They cay there are too many things
to consider. For every argument in favor
of the concept, they present two against.

Rast Chicago Supt. Ernest Miller
and four members of his school board re-

cently uitended a four-day seminar on
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the 12-month school plan in Atlanta. The
high schools there have been operating
on a year-round basis for the last two
years, - . :
Elementary schools in Atlanta may
&also go on the extended year this fall.

Miller says he believes his board is
“not that enthralied” with the year-rovnd
program they saw in Atlanta.

At a recent school board 1neeting,
Miller called the 12-month year, a ...
scheme of revising their (Atlanta’s) cur-
riculum.” .

He sees the extended school year as
something which would ‘/not L. the most
desirable for East Chicago at this time.”

Miller believes there would be a
problem in disfributing state aid, which
is dispensed by a formula on a nine-and
16-month school basis in Indiana.

There would be difficulty in compui~ -

ing teacher salaries for an added quarter
and the “whole calendar” would need to
be revised fo “jibe” with legal holidays,
says Miller,

There wauld be difficulty in textbook

ERIC
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selections, and cosis -of operating on a
year-round basis would be higher, he
says. -

" Assistant Supt. James R: Gove of
Valley View District 96 in Romeoville,
111, believes none of thé problems cited
by opposing educators to the extended
school year are insurmountable.

He believes he 12 month system has

failed in some school systems only be-
cause of the inability of administrators to
handle pupil scheduling and because of
public apathy. The system will begin
Jure 20 in Valley View.
" Glen Eberley, assistant principal at
Lake Central High School, and Supt.
Chester Maihofer of Wentworth School
Distriet 155 in Calumet City, have studied
the extended schoal concept in depth.

Both agree an extended school con-
cept with a number of pupi}s taking vaca-
tions in spring, fall or winfer, would be
favorable in a region where many fathers
are employed in industry and are unable
to have the summer months off. Miller
says he'd like to know the number of per-
sons in East Chicago who do not have the
summer off. '

Other argumenfs against the 12.
month concept say teachers want the
summer off to travel, study or take fami-
1y vacations.

But a report from Rochester, Minn.,
where a school system has gone on the
four-quarter concept, shows 91 per cent
of its teachers want a chance to work
fulltime. ‘

Maintenance problems are also cited
by the opponents. But more sophisticated
operations than a school building are op-
erated on a daily, year-round schedule—
hospitals, air terminals, shopping cen-
ters. hotels.

&%\.lew@f |
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'Many' states Eave passed bills allow-
ing for state aid distribation on a 01“':-
month formula, Among the are Ne
York, Winois, California and Texas,

A study in Newark, N.J. showed the
failure rate among those pupils studyin~
during the summer months wag Towe
than among those in school at any othe.
period of the school term,

. A study made by the steeri com.
quttee in Lake Centra! School Cu:)gm:ra )
lt)xgnalt;mdsd extra-curricular activities ca

ered successfully for those pupilg
on a I&ea};round basis. v o pUpﬂ§
aihofer believes there’s much to b |

said ahout the validi ‘year-
school program. - ty of & year roun}
“We must think objectively and not
close our eyes. .. we must excznine f'y i

problems from all g 59 i
Maihofer. spects . . .,"" say

i
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eachers Favor All-Year Schoel Plan

By MARILYNN HEHR
Times 5taff G&S

Just as thoze who scoff at the new
midi hemline, there are ttose who will
fight the extended scheol year.

But the executive director of the Indi-
ana State Teachers Association says
teachers will not be among them.

* Robért H. Wyatt predicts “the large
majerity of teachers’ will approve of the
extended school year concept since it
would allow thein- to work year-round at
their profession if they. choose rather
than “moonlighting” in the mills.

Althcugh the ISTA has taken no
stand on the 12-nonth concept, Wyait
says it would be in faver of lengthening
the school year.

It was an ISTA bill which finally
lengthened the schosl year in Indiana
from a minimum of eight months to nine.

Tae bill was first killed in the legisla-
ture in 1652; two -years later it was

signed by Gov. Matthew Welsh,  ~ #'®

Wyatt says there are many psychol:

ogical factors to consider by any school

system conteinplating the adoption of a
year-round program, but adds, “nothing
is impossible.”

Wyatt believes most schools are being
used for at least part of the summer.

“*Summer school programs keep 30 to
40 per cent of the pupils during the sum-
mer months,” says Wyatt.

“It’s not as bad as it looks . . . the
buildings really don’t stand empty all
summer,” he adds.

But Wyali also believes the summer
school movement could be further devel-
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.2 12-month

oped into moving toward
school year concept.

When the legislature convenes next
January. it’s Iikely the ISTA will be there
with a bill proposing the minimum for
the state’s school year be increased to 10
menths, says Wyatt.

Before any Indiana school corpora-
tion decides to go on a year-round basis,
numerous hurdles must be cleared with

"stale school officials.

=~ There’s the question of state aid dis-
tribution; officials of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools must
be kept in mind and the Indiana High

L3

School Athletics Association must also be
questioned.

Lake Central High School principal
Fred Jones is on the state committee for
the NCA. ..

*“‘The NCA wants to encourage chang-
es and innovation in school pragrams . . .
from that approach I would assume they
would make the effort to cdoperate in the
direction of the year-round school,” he
says.

Lake Central is studying the feasibili-
ty of adopting one of several possible 12-
month school plans.

Philip E s k e w, commissioner of the
IHSA, believes the extended school is a
“coming thing” and says his association
should “do some thinking on it.”

In a letter to the Lake Central steer-
ing committee, headed by assistant prin-
cipal Glen Eberly, Eskew says IHSAA
has not recently made any decisions
governing the 12-monthr concept since no
schools in‘the state are on such a plan.

Eskew’ “welcomes” the Lake Central
commitiee members to *“‘stop by for fur-

ther discussions.” He said the IHSAA de-.

cision-making . body, however, is the
board of confrol.

S0

Two years ago the Illinois General
Assembly adopted a bill permitting
school districts to operate on a year-
round basis and providing for reappor-
tioning of its state aid per pupil.

For the most part, those superintend-
ents and board of education considering
adoption of a 12-month plan believe all
arguments against the concept and obsta-

. cles not “insurmountable.”

But they also believe each pfan must

be *tailored” to the needs of each school

district. .
The Lake Central steering committee

‘will present a plan for an extended school

year to its board of education and Supt.
George Bibich by May 15.

Meanwhile, asmallelementary
school district in Romeoville, II., will go
on a year-round basis beginning June 30.

Inbothinstances, the plans are
being used mainly as a measure to
“buy’’ additional classroom space with-
out building.

But officials in both schooi corpora-
tions believe the advantages are more
numerous and far outweigh the disadvan-
fages.
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Page Praises District 96 For 45-15 [ mgmengm.ﬁ

ROMEOVILLE — Ray Page, Illinois Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction, 'has
praised the members of the District 96 School
Baard, for their work on the 45-15 plan,
scheduled to begin in June.

“Meeting the needs of an ever increasing

number of boys and girls and adding new"

measures of quality to the educational
program, without increased costs for

ccastruction, has been an o<o_.<..~a_=_5m

problem for District 56," said Page.

“Valley View has accepted the chalienge
of change and has taken a businesslike
approach - to resolving the E.oEnE They
have seen the necessity for using all available
educational resources 1o the bzst possible
advantage. For years, the front doors of
schools have been ‘padlocked’ during the
summer months. Better utilization of

n!..:-_w fa:ilities and vn_‘moann_ n:.o:mr
development of a year - round . educational
program is a promising hope for achieving a
more adequate education. . .another step
toward quality educa.ion for all -boys and
girds”’

Page pointed out, “In 1952-53, six one-
room schoal districts were combined to
make one of the largest elementary school
districts in the State, covering 41.5 square

miles. In 1953, there werz 200 homes, mostly
farms, in the Vailey View school district

" providing 89 pupils. In 1969, folloving tie

subdividing of much of the farmland, there
were 5,000 homes in the districz with 5,400
studonts attending six clementary schools.
Estiraates are that by 1979 there will be over
22,000 pupiis in the cchool district due to the
tremendous amount of new homes being
builtinthe area. -

The school disirict decided on a year-round
schedule cailed the 45-15 plan. The
schedule will break the school year inte
four 45-school day learning sessions, each
foliowed 3. a 15-school day pupil vacation,
or about nine weeks of school followed by
three weeks vacation. .

The scheduling will therefore allow more
frequent intervals whereby the slow learner
can catch up with the class. Instead of three
long suminer months of vacation without any
constructive developmental programs, the
pupils will have a chance to relax and make a
fresh start each spring, summer, fall and
winter.

Superintendent Page noted, “In additicn
to the four three-weck vacations, ail present-
ly established holidays will be observed. The
schedule includes a weuk vacaiiln at
Christmas and a week at Easter for everyone,
teachers and students.

“Under this plan, parents can plan
vacations for the south in the winter, in the
north during the summer, and perhaps, sight-
seeing trips in the spring and fall as well.”

The year-round pian may increase teacher
salaries by putting thera on a yearly salary
rather. than earning an income for
approximately 180 days per year. They will
no longer be part-time teachers looking for
part-time work in the summer.

Fewer desks, ~textbooks, audic-visual

:gm.__?.saoowmu:aosn_.&__&:c:m_
equipment will be. needed to meéo a _E.mo,
number of students.”

The ‘scheduling system was .Wm.man :
provide Disirict 96 pupils with es_.&. edo ok
tion, full school days, and 180 cinss days DN
wn:..;oam._mwo_ﬁa..au:.w:no:nn..,
nrnunawﬂ.om%ﬁamcmoﬁ;ﬂaﬁmc?
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i Reprinted, courtesy of the Chicago Tribune.
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BY CHARLES 0SGOOD

Remember the long suumer vaca-
tions, June o September, that school
kids used to get? Well, most of these
vacations are still intact. But they are a
thing of the past in Will county’s Valley
View Elementary school district 86,
Romeaoville.

_Starting June 30, the “Valley View
45-15 Continuous School Year Plan,” the
first of its kind in the country, will k=
put into effect. This means that schoel
will be conducted 2ll year round provid-
ing a full-time use of the facilities, or the
equivalent of two added 30-classroom
buildings, according to James Gove,
assistant superintendent in the district.

All children in the kindergarten thru
eighth grade district have been placed in
four groups, “A” thru “D”. Each group
will attend school for 45 class days
[excluding week-ends and holidays] and
then haye 15 class days of vacation.

' Groups Start June 30

Group *‘A” will start school June 30.
Group “B” will start 15 class days later,
and group “C” will start 15 class  days
after that. Abcut the begirning of
September, group “A” will have at-
tended school for the 45 days and will
then get tus 15 days vacation. At the
same time, grouvp “D" will start school,
Gove said.

1t keeps rotating on a continuous basia
after that. When group “B” takes its
vacation, it is time for “A" to start
again.

- The 1dea was initiated by Kenneth

-Hermansen, superintendent of the dis-

triet. Sometaing had to be done about
the overcrowded condition of the school

- in tke district.
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Exhaust Bonding Power
The district' had used completeiy itz
bonding power and- no ‘more school
facilities could be built. So Hermansen
presented a sketchy idea of a year-round

‘school program to- the school board

early in 1968. The board greeted the
suggestion with enthusiasm, and pro-
ceeded io study various methods, Gove
said.

Three possible solutions were studied:
To put 60 or more studenis in each
classroom; to go into a hali-day system;
or to tse the facilities more days of the
year.

The first idea wab shelved beCause of

the poor education 60 elementary -

children would receive in one class from
one teacher. The second plan, which had
been tried for emergency periods in the
past, was discarded also because of

. inadquate educational quality.

Favor 4-Quarter Plan
The board studied 16 plans that would
involve the third alternative Gove said.
The only one acceptable was a four-

- quarter plan.

The one fear ahout the proposal was
that there would be a three-month
vacation during each season of the year.
Thus, 25 per cent of the students would
have their vacation in the winter. The
board feared there would be many
complairits from dissatisfied parents
because of this.

Pafrick Page i 2search director for the
district, worked up the final plan and
desigﬁed a calendar for the next five
years. Each child will have 180 full days
of school annually. Each will have a 15
class day vacation in all four seasons,
plus a week off at Christmas and
Easter, and 10 days at the end of June
and early July, between cycles. -

AN

Will Enter Lockport High

All graduating eightb graders will be
able to enter Lockport rownsaip High
school without any dith, 'y, Gove said,
The last group to gr‘.duate will have
about two weeks between the end of ita
eighth grade classes and the start of
high sehool.

Parents are accepting the new system
very well, Gove said. All 3,000 families
who have children in the district were
notified in December, and only two
letters and one phone call of dissension
have been received. There have been 12
letters requesting changes in group
assignments. The latter problem will be
worked out within the next few weeks
with little or ne difficnlty, Gove caid,

The children for each group have not
been selected at random. All the
children in the same family have been
placed in the same groups. Whenever
possible, all the kids in one neighborhood
are also in the same group.

Plan Benefits Teachess

The new setup has benefits for the
teachers. They are given the option of
working 244 days each year. Thus, the
starting salary, which is now $6,975 for

_ the normal 180-day sehool year, will be

$9,200 for teachers who instruct'thruout
the year. The one possible drawback is
that their three-and-one-half week vaca~
tion is rigidly split between Christmasg,
Easter, and the end of June.

The teachers can also have the same
schedule as the students, with 15 class
days of vacation, four times & year,

Initialiy there will be classrooms to

-spare, he said. However, in a few years,
more buildings will be needed. The good
part-of that is three buildings con-

- structed will have the equlvalent uof fous,

Gove said.

The district is the first in the country
_to go on the 45-15 plan, he said. A $43,720
federal grant has been received for the
evaluation and physical anpalysis of the
system. The study will be completed by
July 3ist.
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ROMEOVILLE — Good clean
fun and a chance to cool it for
the summer are the dreams of
John Strobbe for Romeoville's
YOUHB people.

Strobbe, now in his fourth

arnne an Awantnw af Damanuillatg

JOAL QO UMLIVLLVLE Vi AUV Taw
recreation program and the rec-
reation board, invite all inter-
estéd residents to a grand open-
ing from 1 to 5 p.m. today to
inspect the new recreation facil-
ity at 27 Montrose Dr.

The building, located next to
the; civic center was formerly
the: village garage. One of the
rooms will be used three Mon-
days a month by the village for
cil’:&;uit coutt.

iﬁhe face lifting was brought
about by the village after they
built & new garage next to the

-sewage plant on Ilinois 53.

The extensive remodeling in-
cliided paneling, new tiled floor
and ceiling and complete air
conditioning.

A recreation hall and teen
center, plus an office for the
staff are coniained in the build-

Strobbe said the center, which
will have adult supervision at all

Sunday. May 31, 1970

times, will be open every day
except Sunday from & am. to 5
pm. and 7 to 10 p.m., except
when court is in session or when
special programs have been
planned.

The teen center is equipped
with a juke box, a soft drink ma-
chine and ping pong tables.
Cards and checkers also will be
played.

Strobbe said the teen centér is
for young people 12 to 19 years
of age and they each will be
charged & 50 cents membership
fee for the year.

He explained that they may
bring guests as long as they sign
them in and are wiliing to be
responsible for them.

The new telephone numbers at
the center are 8382333 or 838-
2344.

Another new factor for ‘cool-

complete renovation
Shirley’ which was built five

Romeoville,

Strobbe said the Jake had been
drained, the bottom scraped and
the entire beach area and 80 per

cent of the lake covered witk
$washed sand.

ing it in a uptight world’ is the !
of Lake '

A permanent diving platform
has been built with the beach
area deepened and increased to
accomodate the deep diving
area.

Other new innovations are a
chlorinator to keep the waier 100
per cent chiorinated and a sun
deck by the kiddie wading pool
for mothers.

The lake will opea for swim-
ming o June 15 and remain
open through Sunday, Septem-
ber 20. Hours are from noon un-
til 8:30 p.m. daily except Labor
Day weekend when the pool will
be closed, Strohbe said. .

% ““We can no longer refer to our

recreation program for young-
sters six years and up as a sum-
mer program,” noted . Strobbe.
“With Valley View - District
Grade School starting Plan 45-15
year around scheo! on June 30,
our recreation program also
must be year around.

He predicts that at Jeast 2,000

years ago by Alexander Con- - children will be-in the recreation

struction Co. for the citizens of -

program all year long and that

more staff will have to be|

added.

In the four years since|
Strobbe has been director, the
recreation has grown from eight
programs and 12 staff membersl
to 19 programs and 53 staff[
members.

Two new programs o be in-
itiated this summer are self de-l

fense karate classes and baton‘.

twirling. |
" He pointed out that instead of
teaching arts and crafts and
swimming in the summertime,
it now will be necessary to have
these and other programs all
year round.

It also means the baseballl
program will have to be extend-
ed as well as football and bas-
ketball, he noted.

“We will just have to play it
by ear this first time around,”
said Strobbe,” arid tind out by
trial and error what the recrea-
gon needs of our youngsters will

e ” “
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"New Systern

- a ey . ' ¥n 1969, following the subdivid-

View Schools

-~ Copley News Service

SPRINGFIELD — With
weather getting warm and the|
beginning of summer only a few’

- weeks away, students thoughts
are tumming vo the conving sum-
mer vacation.

However, in ofie¢ schicol dis
trict - students instead are look-
ing forward to a new year-round
schoo! schedule with a chance to|
relax and make a fresh start in
school by enjoyivg a 15-day va-
‘cation each spring, summer, fall
and winter according to State
Schoo! Supt. Ray Page.

. One of the most exciting
‘Changes in the educationai pat-
 tern “will occur in Illineis this
“Jung at-Valley View School Dis-

trict In Roméoville. Using the
:basic concept ofoperating:
“achoo! facilities on a year-round-
basis, the district will start a
year-round s tudent schedule.
ithat offers success where pre-
{vious plans have falled. '

‘Supt. Page pointed out that in
{ 19§2a53, sIx one-room schoal dis-
tricts were combined to make’
one of the largest elementary
school districts in the state, cov-.
ering 41.5 square miles. I 1953,
there were 200 fiomes, mostly
- farms, in the Valley View school
1district providing 89 pupils. '

P

‘| garten by September 1970. The

' dents in eath classroom, nor did

ing of much of the farmland,
there were 5,000 homes in the,
district with 5,400 students at-
tending six elementary schools..
Estimates are that by 1979 there
will be over 22,000 pupils in the

|school (istrict due to the tre-
.| mendous amount of new homes
| being built in the area. The area
'} 1 southwsst of Chicago and eas-

ily accessible from Interstate 55'
and by commuter rafiroads.

Tie school district faced thel
probiem of all buildings being
utitized, bonding power gone,
and siate law requiring kinder-

district <id not want 60 ot 70 stu-

double sessions seem o be the

solution, keeping the best inter-
est of the pupils in mind.

The school district decided on}!

a year-round schedule called the|’
4515 plan. The schedule will:
break the school year into four

! 45-school-day learning sessions,
each followed by a 15-school-day
pupil vacatien, about nine weeks
of sthool followed by three
weeks vacation. The scheduling;
will therefore allow more fre-|
quent intervals whereby the!
slow learner can catch up with
‘the class. Instead of three long!

.guromer months of vacation

iwiﬁmut. any constructive devel-.

' opmental programs, the pupils
will have a chance to relax and
make a fresh start each sprisg,

isummer, fall and winter. j
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PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS cOpY
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEIN GRANTED

BY Q L
Y/ 7S /e a
.
Heira ~Jec
TD ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE US OFFICE
OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRODUCTION

QUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PER
MIS3ION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER

(Uaukegan News-3

1871 — FRANX H, JUST, Founder ~ 1953

¥. Wara Just, Editor and Publisher

Ward S. Just, Co-Publisher

“The wasis of our government being the opinion of the people, the very first
objec should be 1o keep that right; and were it left fo me %o decide whether we
- sould have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without government, |
should not hesitate a moment fo prefer the laHer.”

~Thomas Jofforson
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Waukegar, Illinois, Tuesday, May 5, 1970

Outleok dim for 12-month schools

SCHOOL seecms to become more te-

dious as warm summer days approach,

and thoughts of youth tend  to turn
from the academic to the pleasures of
summer vacation.

But that is not the casein Romeo-
ville, I, Starting thig June the Valley
View School District there wﬂl begm a
year-round operation.

Valley  View's schedule will breai
the school year into four, 45 school-
day sessions, each followed by a 15
school-day vacation. Jt works out to

« about nine weeks of school, followed
by three-week vacations. -

There is almost no enthusiasm for
such a schedule in Lake.County, says
schoo! supt. W. C. Petty. There has
been some talk in Fox Lake, he said,
but the idea never caught on.

. Petty expresesed doubts that it
would. “There’s moreto this than
meets the eye. Most people who pro-
poseayear-roun dsystem look at
school buildings standing  idle in the
gummer and decide that it is &
waste,” he said. -

“But building costs are a relatively
small part of total operating costs, and
when you start talking about year-
round schools, you also have to start
talking about year-round salaries an'l
8 lot of other things.”

Educators mVallenyewwere
aware of these things, but decided
‘their situation was different enough to
give it a try. Illinois Schools Supt. Ray

Page explained that Valley View dif-
fers initially from most districts be-
cause it is so large. Six, one-room
school districts in a 41-square-mile
area were combined eight years ago
when there were only 200 homes and
85 students.

By 1969 there were 5,000 homes and
5,400 students, and estimates projected
22,000 elementary pupils in 10 years.
The system faced the problem of using
all buildings, .loss of bonding power;
and a state law requiring kmdergarten
by Sept., 1970.

Not . wanting 60 to 70 students in
each classroom, and disliking the idea
of double sessicns, the district decided
on the year-round schedule.

Under the plan, only three-fourths
of the students will be in school at any
time, the rest being on vacation. It is
hoped the benefits of the 12-month op-
eration in this special situation will
offset increased costs.

And students may find it isn't so
bad after all. In addition to the four,
three-week vacations, all established
holidays will be observed. Parents with
school age children will likewise be
freer in their vacation planning.

BUT DESPITE those marginal ad-
vantages, the fact remains Valley View
is a unique district and the likelihood
of a year-round district being estab-
lished in Lake County remains slim.
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PROCLAMATION

The following resolution was presented to the Board
of Education of School District 96 by Les Fenieal,
president of the Parent Teachers Organization, On
behaif of that orgaization;

THE VALLEY VIEW DISTRICT #96 PARENT TEACHER
ORGANIZATION WORKS TOWARD A HARMONIOUS
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SCHOOL AND THE
. COMMUNITY. AS PARENTS, TAXPAYERS,; AND CON=-
CERNED CITIZENS THIS ORGANIZATION HAS NOT
ONLY THE OPPORTUNITY BUT ALSO THE OBLIG=-
ATION TO INVESTIGATE AND EVALUATE THE SIG=-
NIFICANT HAPPENINGS AFFECTING THIS AREA AND
ITS RESIDENTS,

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE VALLEY VIEW
DISTRICT #96 PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
DOES THE FOLLOWING:

EKC
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1, ENDORSES THE VALLEY VIEW 4515 CONTINUGUS
SCHOOL YEAR PLAN AS THE MOST LOGICAL, THE
MOST REALISTIC, AND THE MOST PRACTICAL WAY'
TO SCHEDULE PUPILS, SCHOOL STAFF MEMBERS,
AND BUILDINGS,

2, ENCOURAGES ALL RESIDENTS AND WORKERS
TO BECOME THROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THE OPER-
ATION OF THEIR SCHOOLS AND THE 45-15 SCHED-
ULING PATTERN,

3., STRESSES THAT VALLEY VIEW ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT #96 CAN PROVIDE THE BESD ED-
UCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL CHILDREN IF ALL PARENTS CHILDREN,
EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES, BUSINESS ESTABLISH=

MENTS, SCHOOL STAFF MEMBERS, AND COMMUNITY

ORGANIZATIONS ARE COOPERATIVE AND WELL IN=
FORMED,

4, COMMENDS THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, THE TEACHERS AND
STAFF MEMBERS, AND COUNTY AND STATE EDU-
CATIONAL LEADERS FOR THEIR COOPERATION, AD-
VICE, AND EXTRA WORK IN PLANNING FOR THE
FUTURE NEEDS OF OUR CHILDREN AND FOR MAK-
ING DIFFICULT AND UNPRECEDENTED DECISIONS,

[92
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The tenchars
istrators of Sehool Disiplod
23 bid an wneificizl lare~
well to the traditionzl %
montls sehooi yenr &t the
tast teachere insiliwde io
be kald under the oid &
tem,  Guest spetler we
fore the grouwp was Vern
. Crazkel, assistunt stale
uperintencent ot rublicine
trustion,

Tae Valler View 4i<'5
Continuovs Scnnol Year
Plan was created hHy ore
dar ¢f the Boawd of Ed.
veation of the Disiriel, It
was & plen Lorn ¢f nees
c3sity, the alterngtiveshe-~
ing overcrowterd cls
of (0 or mare saudent
cv double shifts,

Under the plan, which
has Leer tvo ye 38 in the
niining and orpanizing
stnges, the rlude
intion is uivided Sato fouw
nenrly equal groups, When
thy plon staxts Gus June
the flvst of tue 2our groups
wiil start the schoof vear,
Aft2r 15 school days the

o

0owu

1 claseer,
oct dars jater tha hird
groug siarss, oid fitnEn
=ehoo! doyo luier the last
sroup stiris and ihe Tirst
srovp stats 6 15 sehoot
Ly vacaiion,  Unéor vhe
new system only throe.
auarters of ihe students
neeupy tue Dulldings at gay
cne Hime, twus oHecting
2 33% saving In elassroom
Spiace,

architoets ol e row
program are Supt, Kenreth
Fermansen, assisiont sup-
rinmendenrts Jomes Gove
and John Lukanele, ard Fal
Page. research dircetor,
The 25k o, scheduling was
accomnptished by Cnmpte
ma'fes of Chicagy vndor
tae cirection of 1€¢2) tep-
cosonen’ Boh Norfiee!,

Crackiy dagoriped thioe
olen as ning ~dvetionaly
‘ fmancially Cogir
abie and lerallr posaible,
Fa said che plan vy the
auly one ¢f its kind in this
cowitry ong thao cducaters
Hrom all over the Unlied
Sintes und oll.r countries
were  inguiring about the
new plaw and waliing i
see how if waries,
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45-15 Plan

Is Discussed

ROMEOVILLE - Verne
E. Crackel, assistant state
superintendent of Public
Instruction, addressed
administrators and teachers
at an Institute Day held May
15. Crackel wished the en-
tire disirici sucgess in the 45-
15 plan, which will begin
June 30.

The 45-15 plan divides the
student porulation into four
groups. Thise of these groups
will be in schoel, while one
group will be having vaca-
tion.

The only alternative to the
45-15 plan would be 70 pupils

in a class, double sessions, of.

more buildings. The latter is
impossible because the dis-
trict does not have additional
bonding power.

The plan has taken two
years of preparation. The
enrollment is thn the six dis-
irizt schools is now over 5500

pupils.

l LP



State’s st year-round
schools in Romeoville

' BY JOSEPH HOPKINS

A COMMUNITY 10 miles north of Jeliet
will have the state’s first year-round school
system late this month.

Valley View district 96 in Romeoville
[population 14,000] will substitute a year-
round “45-15 plan” for the traditional aca-
demic year. : '

The 7,000 students in the district will be

. divided into four groups which»will - attend

school for 45 days and vacation for 15, The
first group will hegin June 30:with a new
group starting every 3 weeks.. - )

As the last group vegins school, the- first
will begin vacation, so there never will be
more than three groups in school at gnce.

WHAT LED T0 THE year-round plan was

! the doubling_ of population in the area during

CHI1cAGD ToDAY

the last decade, especially since the opening
‘of the Stevenson expressway.

Valley View -built new schools, but it
couldn’t keep up with the population surge,
Robert Norfleet, a consultant to Valley View
who works for Computmatics Educational
Service, said: “Since we reached gup legal
boncing limit [5 per cent of assessed valua-
tion], it was impossible fo ask the com-
munity to authorize additional bonds.”

The district vltimately chose the year-
round school year rather than adopting
double shifts or asking the Illinois School
Building commission to build schools and
lease them to the district, .

The new plan automatically will increase
classroom spuce by 33 per cent without addi-
tional congtruction. - - '

&-/C-To
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GETS GRANT

OFFERED LOAN TO ByILD SCHOBLS

School District 95 will
be the recipient of a
$115,000 state granf, and
the distriet was offered
interest free state moaney
for building schools, These
announeements were made
at the recent meeting of
the board of education at
Park View School,

The state grant will be
used for disseminating in-
formation on the school’s
uniqie 45-15 year around
plan, James Gold, sdmin-
istrative -assistant, stated
that the schoo}l had re-

* eefved well quar two hund.

red requests for informa-
tion on the new plan which
goes into effect the end
of this month, These in-
dquiries have come from
all paris of the United
States, 'The grant for the
first year will be $38,800;
for the second year,
$36,900; for the third year

© $54,900,
Gove also reporied that -

the Niinsls Schoor Build-
ing Commission had jn-

* formed him that the dis-

trict would be aligible for
state loaned interest free
money for bullding ad-
ditiona? school facilitles,
Gove explained that a fa-
vorable. referendum would

flave to be passed i this

money were to be used,
The matter was referred
to the Bullding Committee
for rscdmmendation, Gove
stated thut with the growth
of the districk indications

ara that even jth the 45-
15 year arcund school plan
the schools would be nver~

. erowded by the 197172

school year #f addittonal
feellitles were not pro-

vided,

™ siipediitendsnt "Kemneth
Hermansen reported on a
meeting of the area school
superintendents with the
Rev, Nlles Gilen of the
Jollet area Archdlocese
Board of Educadon, The
superintendents- were fi-
formed that the paroehial
schools of the area were
faced with une of four
choices, One wasthateach
parish would handle its own

_finances, a second cholce

was that 21l parochial
schools be closed for Sept.
and |Oct, with the school
spac: and teachers rented

to the public schoo! dis~
tricts, a third cholce was
to cut out sgme gradges,
and a fourth cholce was
elosing the sehocls, The
Rev, Gilen said he had
suggested that each of the
parochial schools tale iis
own course of action, There
are two Catholie parochial
schools in the district 5¢
ared, Hermansen sald hie

expected to be notified

shortly on whieh of the
four courses these sclicols
would be taking,

Hermanses asked *he
board to censider dropping
the three dolar workbook
fee fo the students for the
coming year, The board
agreed to this by unani-
mous vote,

A student dress code was
also discusged by the su-
perintendent, He Suggest-
ed an outline of a poMicy
to be adopted or revised
by the board, Essentially
the pollcy was such ¢hat
the appare! worn by stu-
dents would be controiled
t0 a jarge extent by the
discretion of the parents,

The hoard did not act upon ..

this, but did take in ynder
consideration,

Jdames Gove announced
that Harry DeMs, muiti-
mediz director of the dis-
trict, would be presenting
a program atthe next meet-
Ing of the grade school

- board,

Persoanel commiitee
recommendations onhiring
of teachers, nurses, and
other personnel were ac-
cepted by the board. Thir-
teen teacher coniracis
were offered and Mr, Ron
_Strabnowski was elevated
to the post of Adminisira-
tive Assistantio Assistant
Superintendent John Lu~
kansic,

Attorney Eugene Korst
reported that the' Iilinois
Commerce Comm, now has
the complaint before it
against {he Illnois Bell
‘Telephone Co, The school
recently dacided to citethe
company for monopolistic
Practices in denyingitcer-
tain wire facilitles which
enable ft to transmit edu-

cational television pro- ,

grams from one schoot to
another,
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Valley View School projeci given state grdni

SPRINGFIELD — Ray Page,! The grant was awarded under
Tilinois superintendent of public! the provisiens of Title 1T of the

]instruction. announced teday

| cation Act and will support the

that a grant of §37,509.76 has|first year bf Valley View's all-

Community School District 96 in|ect is tentatively scheduled for
{Lockport. three years.

ERIC

Elementary and Secondary Edu-

heen awarded to Valley View|year school operation. The proj-jcontinuously with students at-

1 The project. will demonstrate! rotating basis. The district is
|

| the feasibility of an’ all-year op-|making information available to
leration in an clementary schootiall interested school districts in
2district. "The district operétes}-the state concerning the meth-
lods used, problems encountered
and the financial implications
involved.

jtending school for 45 days and
fout of school for 15 days on a
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GGILVIE TO DEDICATE 45-15 HERE

Governor Richard Oglivie ‘will be at West View Jr,

High School in Romeoville on Monday, June 26th, to.

inavgurate the School District #96 45-15 Year Around
School Plen, The inauguration of this plan marks a
milestone in education and is being observed by many
school districts throughout the country,

The governor will b: introduced by Ray Page, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Other dignit-
aries will also be present,

The ceremonles start at 3 p.m., The public is in-
vited to attend, . :
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-COMPUTER IS NOT |IMPERSOMAL

Most computerized mafling Hsts and other Msts of
Peopie are coldly impersonsl, Ironfeally, the data-
Processing ussd for the 45-15 Plan for the Valley
View Schools 1s unusual because the system retains
the individual neme and the family name finstead of
converting everything to a serles of long numbers,

2%
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Learn Ogilvie

2 98ed o3 wmj aseay
-J2pury B Joj J2ad {s3y 3y ag y[im SIL,

. - 'sapead
21 Je[nfad ayy 0} uonppe ur us)leSiapuiy e
aplaoad Jsnwx SIOWNSIP [00YDS 21{qnd STOU]
‘eaf 100U2s 120461 91 Wi Amuuideg

"S3[NPIYOS SSe[ [BUOUBA
0D JIpun SaUMN} IAIj {ensn ay) Jo peals
UL Aj99Mm saum) doau) do omj A[Uo jedw
U31J0 S3SSBID 35anc)) 'syelrenb JIno} ([ pud)
-je Aew A9y} Jo0 juswRJLInbar Jeak [00UdS
JOU} [Ny 03 s19plenb aaxy) pusite Aew
sjuapm)g “Jaltenb € jo pua ay3 e Suneu
-[(11I3) S3SINEY [JB YIM WninoLLIno [eruanb
-3suou & ym sagezado ueyd ejuepy ayy,

-spdnd
004'1 Jo 9seatoul JuUBLLi(0IUB [B] Pjosdxs
ue J10J SaNY[II€) TEUOHIPPE BIING 03 ASUOL JO

1l

The 45-15 plan divides enroliment into

The 45-15 pian going into effect June 30 in
district 96 was developed by the scheol dis-

trict. The district secured a copyright on

ils and had about 5,500 in March, It ex-
the plait it1 August.

pects to have about 7,200 for the 1970-71

garten in district 96. The district started
sthool year.

the 1969-70 schou! year with about 5,400 pu-
" The reason given for getting a copyright

was that some educators were beginning to
describe the plan without verifying their in-
~ formation with the plan's developers.
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) Valley View |
- | schools te get)

: | state loan

ROMEOVILLE ~— The lilinois
i School Building Commission has
informed the Valley View School
District that the district is eli-
. gible for state-loaned, interest-
free money for building addi-
tional school facilities.
Superintendent Kenneth Her-
mansen said that a favorable
i referendum is necessary if the
money is to be used.

He said there will be a special
. school board meeting at 7:30
- p.m. Monday at Park View

Schaool to adopt a resolutlon for
the referendum. .

“At this peint, it looks like it
will be a three-pari referendum
with a tax rate increase of about
10 cents per $100 assessed vaiu-
ation or an increase in taxes of
$15 to $19 yearly for the average
homeowner,” Hermansen said.

He said that builcings would
include a 30-room school in In-
- dian Oaks Subdivision on 'land
Wthh has been donated by Hoff-

and Rosner Builders, a 15
room addition: at Ridge View
- School in Romeoville and a 15-
i room addition- at Brook View|
- : . Schonl in Bolingbroak.
| Hersmansen said that with the
|rapid growth of the district,
! jeven with the 45-15 year-around).
school plan the schools would be|’
‘fovercrowded by the 1971-72}.
: school year if additional facil-|
) .| ities are nct provided.
| | 'He said that by taking advan-
tage of mtei‘est-free maney, a
savings of $1° mdlwn in interest
could be achieved for- the- dxs‘
tnct

ERIC
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June 29

ROMEOVILLE -~ Governor
Richard B. Ogilviz will be at
West View Junior High School in
Romeoville on Monday, June 29,
to inaugurate Valley View

Around School Plan.

educational bill into law which
will allow schools to enter into
year-round school programs.
‘The ceremonial signing and
program will be at 3 p.m. and is
open to the public.

‘The inauguration of the plan
which goes into effect on June 30
will mark a-milestone n educa-
tion and represents two years of
concentrated study and research
by administration members of
the district. '

The plan is a scheduling sys-
tem that utilizes school facilities
throughout the whole year.

The pupil population is divided
into four equal groups. Each of
the four groups of pupils will at-
tend 45 class days and then have
15 class days vacation. -
Ry staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one class day. o

" The four groups always stay
in the same order of rotation. In
a calendar year each group will

sessions of 45 days per session. '

Gov. QOgilvie
ot West View

School District’s 4515 Year|

Gov. Ogilvie will sign an

attend classes 180 days, four’
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Ogilvie Here Monday

1Mtnois Gov, Richard Og-
ilvie will take partinspec~
fal ceremonies at West
View Jr. High on June 29,
He will sign SB-1438, tle
bill allowing Iiinots puble
schools to operate on a
12-mionth plan, into law,

The 45«15 Plan,.to be
inaugurated by District 96
the following day, is the
first of such plans to be
tried in the State,

The ceremonies stag‘t at
3 p.m, The public is in-
vited to attend,

Other dignitaries will be
present, possibly including
State Representative Bill
Barr,
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APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR

FUMNLAND CHILDREN CENTER _

The Funland Children Center, in Bolingbrook, is
accepting applications for the 3-week vacation periods,
provided in tﬁe 45-15 Plan, for kindergarteners, first and
second graders, We will provide day care for these older
children during the whole year starting on June 30, 1970.
There will be one field trip during each 3 week period 3n
the spri summer and fall, This "Elementary school" -
group will be limited to 12 children.

pplications are also being accepted for nursery, Jre
kindergarten classes, and full time day care. Please call
739-7354 for further information.

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
RIGHTED \MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED

y 0@@/44/\/{'

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE U.S. OFFICE
OF EDUCATION. FURTHER REPRODUCTION
OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PER.
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER."
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Reprinted with permission from the Chicago

Daily News.

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Saturday-Sunday, June 27-28, 1970

2 000 ﬁry
all-year

schooling

By George Harmon

The Xlewitz children probably expecied
their lives to be a little different once the
family moved this week from Gurne in Lake
County to Bolingbreok in Will County.

But they couldn’t have imagined just how
much their life-siyles will change.

Tusday the Klewitzes, along with nearly
2,000 other kids, start summer classes as Val-
ley View Schoo! District 96 begins its unique
year-round school program.

No summer camp. No all-day beach out-
ings. No leisurely Tuesday visits to 1ae Zoo.

BUT SCHOOL officials say no one seems to
object.

The children still have the same number of
vacation days each year and their folks are
getting more mileage out of their educatmn
taxes.

Valley View, a 411/2-square-mile district em-
bracing the farmlands and subdivisions ot
northwest Will County, calls it the “45-15”
plan.” It works this way:

All children are divided into four 5r0L PS,
with children of the same family ard same
neighborhood (where posmole) in the same
groups.

Each division goes to school for 45 days and
then has a 15-day vacation. Starting times

are staggered 15 days apart so that only three

groups are in‘school at the same time.
Four 45-day sessions equal 180 school days-—
4 more than the state requirement,

‘SCHOOL QFFICIALS, led by asst. Supt.
James Gove, devised the plan because more
classrooms are needed and-bonding power is
at its limit,

Pat Page, the district’s research director,
said studies indicate there will be 20,600

Cheryl Klewitz, 12 (left), and her sister
Pamela, 6, hit the books in their home &t
372 Bedford Lane, Bolingbrook,

homes and 22,000 pupils in the 'district, by

1879.
In 1953 there were 200 homes and 89 stu-
dents.

This yecar alone, enrollment jumps 1,500
with the addition of kindergarten classes and
300 to 500 new residents like the Krewitz kids.

THE AREA, STILL 80 per cent rural, has

become a real estate “‘hoomitown’’ for devel- -

opers selling homes to men who work in Jo.
liet, Aurora or the southwest Chicago area.

Once-sleepy ‘hanilets such as Romeoville
are now thriving exurbs.

*“The developer can pay much more for
farmland than what a farmer can earn from
it,” said Page. “Ii’s reached a point where
the best thing you can do is sell your farm
and move to a new farm 30 miles west.”

THE “45-15” plan will save taxpayers the
$4 10 $6 million it would cost to build two 30-
room schools.




- operated on a yearround basis,
. competing in summer for those that exist.

Reprinted, courtesy of the Chicago Tribune.

' Joan Beck’s Mail

@ DEAR MRS. BECK: I am a regular reader of your column,
always with interest, often with agreement and sometimes not.
This is one of the sometimes, regarding your comment about
the values of summer vacation [“Making Summer a
Memorable Adventure,” June 16]. :

I do agree that children [and teachers] need a break for
several months. But I don’t think it needs to be in summer. In
some school systems which conduct school the year around,
students must attend three out of four quarters and they [and
their parents] may select the free quarter in summer, winter,
spring, or fall.

One big advantage of this optional choice is that it would
distribute the children using the facilities more equitably.
Outdoor pools could often be used very comfortably in May and
September as well as July and August. Indoor pools, parks, and
playgrounds could be enjoyed the year around.

Travel facilities for campers, resortgoers, hikers, and
other vacationers would be less crowded in the summer
months and probably Iess expensive. Nature hikes could
deraonstrate nature rather than birds competing with
multitudinous voices and transistors. Voluntezr work and jobs
for high school students would obviousiy be more profitably
rather than everyone

Students would be entering schools at various txmes during
the year, but many of ovr schools are large enough to sustain
t:is by reorganizing grouping. In some cases thxs could
perhaps reduce class size.

Like you, I am strongly opposed to year-around school. But
there would be many advantages to having the long vacation

on a staggered optional basis. M. H. L.
. Chicago
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Noesn’t Have
Be S umﬁ”ier’

® DEAR MRS. BECK: I read with interest your article,
“Making Summer a Memorable Adventure.”” Let me preface
any further comment by stating that the Illinois State Chamher
of Commerce is on record as advocating the year-around use of
school facilities if such will contribute to increasing educational
opportunity and a more efficient use of public revenues.

Year-around school plans do not mean that children attend
'school for 12 months of the year. Any such plan devised by a
school district would be doomed to failure at the outset.
Children must have vacation breaks — and teachers, too — if
we expect them to relats to the wonderful world outside the
classroom and have the opportunity to relax and develop their
own style of maturity in a less rigid atmosphere,

Since 1904, experfiments have been undertaken thruout the
nation to change the school year to provide educational and
social advantages. One by one those scheol districts that have
had the courage to affect these changes have abandoned their
efforts.. The basic idea is sound, but the specific procedures for
implementation were faulty.

As yeu are probably aware, there is once again a renewed
interest in breaking away from the lockstep nine-month
continuous school year.

One of the most promising programs to be devised will
begin’its operation on Tuesday in Valley View school district 96
in Romeoville, about 35 miles southwest of Chicago.

Under the Valley View plan, cach child will be provided
four seasonal vacations of 15 school days [three weeksl. It will |
not increase the total number of school days of attendance in
any one year.

We of the State Chamber of Commerce recognize that to
make a change in the scheduling of a school year requires the
cooperatxon of the business community to change its operation,
which is presenily adjusted to the ‘three. month’s summer
vacation. Hopefully, with a proper understandmg, other
segments of society will be willing to cooperate to the fullest
extent with those school districts which have devised sound
programs for year-around operation. .
RoBert M. BECKWITH
Tllinois State Chamber of Commerce

Chicago
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Many plans for using school buildings the year-around have
been developed in recent years, including at least one which
requires all-year attendance by studenis exeept for four weeks
in Augusi. But most of these programs are only theories and
never attracted enough support io he put into operation. In
some cases, scheduling difficulties could not be overcome.
Others were edueatirnally unsound or prohibilively expensive.
Y’ve still not seen a \;ear-around plan in operation which gave
youngsters a betfer total cxperience than ihe fraditional
nine-months-in-schoc*-with-a-summer vacation, but I'm still
willing to keep chect ug such plans out.

Valley View’s pfan divides the distirict’s Lindergarten-
thru-8th-grade pupl: inte four groups. The first group will
begin a new seln! year Tuesday, attend -classes for 45
school days [nine ‘weeksl, and then have 2 vacation of

15 school days before starting another 45-day school cycle.
The second group will start school July 21 and the third-
on August 11. At this time, classrooms will essentially he in full
use. When the last group comes back to schosl in early
September, the first group will begin ns first tnrec-week
vacation.

Teachers in Valiey View distriet have the choice of
teaching on a 45-t0-15 school-vacation, cyele at the usual salary
scales, which start at $7,200 for beginning icachers, or a
teacher can scleet year-around eiployment, with vacations
during the usual school holidays and a one fo two-week
“adjusting period” in July. These feachers will receive a
onc-third increase in salary. ’

Most primary teachers in Valley View school district have
opted for the 45-t-15 plan, says Pat Page, research director for
the distriet, who worked out the new program. A majority -of
junior high school teachers, including a higher proportion of
men, have chesen the year-long job.

Year-around operation of schools was chosen not primarily
for any educational advantages, Lut because it was the only
available alternative to double shifts, explains Page. The
distriet has grown from five one-room school houses in 1953 to

six large buildings, including youngsiers from hoth Romeoville -

and Bolingweod. Enrcliment is already more than 5,500 pupils
and is expeeted to go to more than 7,000 next year with the
addition of kindergarten. '

Distriet 96 has already reached iis bondmg limit and could
not raise funds or build new facilities fast enough to avoid
double shifts without the year-around plan, Page says.
“Lockport High school district, where most of these youngsters
geo, is already on double shifts, with no indication when these
can be ended,” he says. “Without some kind of year-around
plan, a child here could continuc on double shifts for 12 years.”

He cstimates that the year-aronnd operation will give the
disirict the cquivalent of a §-million-doliar building program,
including interest on bonds, and will buy an exira 18 mouths of
time before more new classrooms are needed..

‘“‘Scheduling problems are astromonical,” he says. The
distriet uses a computer to make sure that all of the
youngsters in one family and those in the same small
neighborhood area go to school at the same times, After the
youngsters are scheduled, teachers are assigned and bus routes
plotted.

“Fhig plan might not work for every school distiiet, but it
will work for us.”

I
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Reprinted, courtesy of the Chicago Tribune.

Valley View Schools
to Begin Operation
on 12-Month Basis

Valley View School district
No. 9 will start the first
gession of its new iZmonth
schoo! system Tuesday.

James R. Gove, Valley View
assistant  superintendent and
project director, said the eon-

tinous school Year Plan was’

developed as a solution io
overcrowding,
The problem began two years

" ago, he said, when the distriet
" reached its maxium bonding

power for buildings. Tt grew

_ more serious when the siate
‘ passed a law reguiring all
¢« public schools to provide kin-

dergartens after July 1, 1970.

District Faced Overcrowding
The district was faced with

' the alternatives of packing 60

‘or more students into a class-

room, holding half-day sessions,

. or coming up with a plan to

utilize the building space avail- -

able on a contimiing basis to
accommedate a greater num-

ber of students.

Called the 45-15 plan, the’

- gchool’'s total aitendance is

divided into four groups, and

the starting times of each
group are staggered.

For example, "group A will
Tegin a 45-day session June 30,
group B, July 21 and group C,
Aug. 11 This fills the school
buildings to capacity. By the
time group D is ready to hegin
classes Sept. 1, group A is
ready for a 15-day vacation
period. When group A 'is ready
to come hack, group B is ready
for its 15~day vacation. This
continues so each group attends

* classes the required 180 days,

and has a 25-day vacation

. during each scason of the year.

In addition, students are off. for
one week at Christmas, one
week at Easter and an addi-

tional week and a half during
the sumimer.

Gore explained that under
this program, teachers may
choose to teach all year or the

conventional 9 months. He said

37 per cent of the district

teachers still wish to teach-on: .
the ¢-monih system. Minimum -

starting salary for teachers on
the 9-month schedule is $7,200,

for the 12-month schedule it’s’ ™

$8.600.

Gore said 3,000 families were .3

informed of the system sched-
ule and their children’s group
designation last Christmas.
Sirice that fime, his office has
received only three complaints.

Gov.  Ogilvie will attend a
ceremony Monday at West

View Junior High" school, 590  ~

Bellmont av., Romeovxlle, and
sign senate "bill 1438, which

-allows for year-round school

Systems, inte law.

}60\
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The Board of Education
Valley View School listrict #96

Invites all residents to ses and hear

The Honorable Richard B, Ogilvie
Governor of The State of 1llinois
When: Monday, June 29, 1970

Time: 3:00 p.m,

Where: West View Junior High School

For: A ceremonial signing into law
of an educational bill for
year round schools

Ray Page, [Ilinois Superintendent of

Public Instruction, will introduce

-The Governor.

This ceremonial signing and program will be a
memorable and educational experience for schqol children
of all ages and for parents and taxﬁayers of this area.

The West View Viking Band will play.

Our communities will be represented by:

John O‘'Hara, Mayor of the Village of Romeoville
Robert Schanks, Mayor of the Village of Belingbrook
Roy Hassert, Chairman, Will County Boar

d of Supervisors
William J. Crowley, President,

111, State Chamber of Commerce
Boyd R. Bucher, Superintendent, Educational Service Region
Your school board members and school administrators



Ogilvie signs
Valley View
school bill

ROMEOVILLE —Gov. Rich=

ard B. Ogilvie signed into law
Valley View Schaol District’s 45-
15 year-around school plan in
ceremonies heid here today.

The educational bill, which al-
lows schools to enter into year-
around school programs, will go
into effect Tuesday.

The signing of the bill marks
a milestone in education . and
represents two years of concen-
trated study and research by

administration members of the
district.

The plan is a scheduling sys-
tem that utilizes school facilities
throughout the whole year.

The pupil population is di-
vided into four equal groups.
Each of the four groups of pu-
pils will attend 45 class. days
and then have 15 class days va- -
cation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, only
three of the groups will be at-
tending on any one class day.

"The four groups always stay
in the same order of rotation. In
a calendar year each group will
attend classes 130 days, four
sessions of 45 days per session.

The governor also atfended
ceremonies for the new Union
Qil Co. of Californja refinery on
Illinois 171 in Lockport.

Following OQgilvie’'s keynote
address, he and. Fred L. Hart-
ley, president of Union Oil, com-
pleted the ceremenies by turn- -
ing the valves to let crude oil
flow into the refinery for the
first time.

The new refinery includes an
" environmental control unit.
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OGILVIE SIGNS YEAR-ROUND SCHOCOL BILL
In foreground are Ray Page, Kenneth Hermansen
and James Bingle
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By DOROTHY CRYDER
Herald-News Writer

ROMEOVILLE — ‘I haven't
seen a. school desk like this in
more years than I care to re-
member,” said Gov. Richard B.
Ogilvie as he sat at a vintage
“row type” desk of yesteryear
and signed into law a bill which
allows year-round school. )

The ceremonial signhing and
program was Monday afternoon
in the gym at West View Junior
High School.

The Valley View School Dis-
trict began today the first ses-
Sion of its new 12-month school
system, called the Valley View
4P5i15 Continuous School Year

an.

growth for school districts to ex-
periment with different con-
cents in -education,” said
Ogiivie. ‘1 feel confident that
Plan 45-15 will work for you and
will answer the needs of this
community.”

Ogilvie said the new educa-
tional bill allowing year-round
school is optional to school dis-
tricts.

“We have not made this biil
mandatory as we did kindergar-

ten because we recognize that:

this plan is experimental,” -he
said. -

“I think it is a sign of healthy

hool

‘We hope this venture works
for you -and we hope that even-
tually it can be adapted for oth-
er school districts with similar
problems — namely Chicago.”

Ogilvie said he had been a
part of three things Monday
which would have a far-reach-
ing effect on the community of
Romeoville, Besides the signing
of the educational bill to allow
yvear-round school, he listed ihe
dedication of the new Union Oil
Refinery and the signing earlier
inthe day of the Environmental
Protection Act at a meeting of
the National Association of At-
torneys General in St. Charles.

Ogilvie said the new refinery
will mean much added employ-
ment in the Romeoville "atéa,
will offer economic advantages
and, last but not least, provide
the highest tax basé in the com-
munity  to help support the

- schools;

“On my way over fo your
school I was greeted by resi-

_dents in front of Commonwealth

Edison Co. orderly protesting
pollution in the comraunity. The
environmental protection bill
signed this morning will control
air, water, soil and noise pollu-
tion and is the strongest pollu~

(Continued on Page Three) ~ - -
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(continued from page 1)

All-year school program bé_gins

(Continued from Page One)

tion law in the country,” Ogilvie
said.

James Bingle, president of the
Valleyview School ‘Board, ex-
plained to grests that the year-
round school was born of neces-
sity. The problem Legan two
years ago, he sdid, when the
district reached its ‘maximum

| bonding power for buildings. It
.lgrew more serious when the
-|Legislature passed a law requir-
.jing all public schools to provide

kindergartens after Sept. 1,
1970.

The district was faced with
the alternatives of packing 60 or

more students into a classroons,
holding half-day sessions, or
coming up with a plan to utilize
the building space available on
a continuing basis to accom-
modate a greater number of
students.

Under Plan 45-15, the school’s
total attendance is divided into
four groups. The starting times
of each group are staggered so
thai only three of the’ groups
will be attending on any one
class day.

Each group attends class for
45 class days and has 15 class
days vacation. The groups keep
rotating on a continuous basis
with each group attending
'classes 180 days, .or four ses-
“sions of 45 days, per session.

“I hope you give me this
same Kkind of greeting six
months from today,” said Ken-
neth Hermansen, superinten-
dent of the district, after receiv-
ing a warm welcome from the
guests. ‘

Hermansen observed that it
jwas 17 years ago this week- that
he became superintendent of the
district, which at that time had
Ifive one-room county schools
and -89 st::dents. ‘“‘Now we num-
ber about 7,000 students,” he
said. -

“Jt is with tremendous pride
that I participate in. this cere-
mony,” said Ray Page, state
superintendent of pyblic instruc-
tion. “Ilinois is ahout to make
history as the ‘education state
of the world’ with the initiation
of your unique plan of -year-
round school.

“Vou will run into problems,
but T have confidence in ‘your
administration, your  school
board and in the citizens of this
communhity.”

All board members of the Val-
ley View School District were
present — Ernesto Edsall, vice
president -of the board; Robert
Noethen,secratary; George
Hassert, Kenneth Kibler, Johnj
Strobbe and Bruce Webster, for-1
mer president. Also introduced
was Harold Lindstrom, who re-
tired from the board in April af-
ter serving nine years. .

.Others attending -the ceremo-| -
ny were Boyd R.- Bucher, super=|

intendent of the Will County

Educational Service Region; |-

William J. Crowley, president of
the Tlinois Chamber of Com-
merce; Roy Hassert, chairman
of the Will County Board of Su-
pervisors; John O'Hara, mayor
of Romeoville; and Robert

‘Schan':s, mayor of Bolingbrook. |
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By DOROTHY CRYDER
jterald-News Writer

ROMEOVILLE—~ Remember
the long summer vacations,

June through August, that
school kids used to get? ’

Well these are a thing of the
past to aimost 7,000 pupils in
Valley View District’s. - six
schools in Romesville and Bol-
ingbrook.

School belis were rmgmg to-
day as the Valley View 45-15
Continuous Schoo! Year Plan,
the first of its kind in the nation,
went into effect.

All children - in kindergarten
| through eighth grades have been
iplaced in four groups, “A”
through “D”. Each group will
attend school for 45.class days
except weekends and holidays
'and then have 15 class days of
‘vacation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time, only three of the
groups will be attending on zny
one class day.

The plan for the pioneer ven-
ture was drafted. by .Supt. Ken-
neth Hermansen; assistant su-
perintendents. James. Gove and
John Lukancic, and Patrick
Page, research director.,

Group A which. lncludes about
1,600 students, began school . to-
day with regular. class hours
{and periods. .

Group B begins Jujy 21, with
Group C attending classes for
the first time Aug. 11

At this point, there is a 100 per
cent utilization .of, the 1_80 class-
rooms, said .assistant superin-
tendent James Gove,

On Aug. 31, GrOup A finishes | -

45 days of school and goes home

‘ear rounc
W a Fre
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Group A returns o classes the
iollowing day. Group C ends 45
days of school on Oct. 14, with
Group B returning from vaca-
tion on the 15th. »

And so the cycle goes for 12
months of the year. Each group
attends school the reqguisite 180
days.

The 45-15 plan gives every
family a 3-week vacation in ev-
ery season of the year. Gove
points out. “In addition, stu-
dents receive a week off at
Christmas, Easter and duringi
the summer.”

Gove said caie has bzen taken
that al! children from the same
family ended up in the same
group. The neighborhood con-
cept has been followed so that
“when Johnny is ix school, his
next door neighbor Mary is
there also.”

Teachers were given the
choice of teaching throughout
the year or following the 45-15
schedule with their students. Ac-
cording to Ronald N. Straha-
noski, curriculum coordinator,
the facuity members are
pleased with the plan and have
ironed out contractural and se-
niority questions in committees.

Those teachers who have cho-
sen to work 45 days and.then
take 15 days vacation feel this
plan gives them more time at
home throughout' the year,
Strahanoski said.

Other teachers will work year-
round, the maximum 244 days,
lwith a week of vacation at
Christmas, Easter and the sum-
mer. They like not having to
looK for a summer job to supple-

scl
ality

Strahanoski  explained  that
saluries have been adjusted a2~
cording to the number of days at
work. A starting teacher who
elecis 10 work 244 days will re-
ceive §9,200 with niaximum’ ceil-
ing at $16,000, he said.
any great changes in the' éar-
riculum He points out that 45
days corresponds to the 3-week

have been on a -four-quarter

igrading system. So instead of . .
concentrating four gradmg pecis . - .
ods in nine months, Valiey | View .

is spreading it over 12 mnnths,

“it’s the calendar..that’s been
changed, not the’ cumculum
Furthermore, it is so structured
that every child wilk graduate in
the summer, before the tradi-
tional September . entrance (o
Lockport -~ High .School,” says
Strahanoski.

Vailey  View has received a
$43,720 federal grant to develop
a fiscal analysis-comparing the
cost of 45-15 over a 10-year peri-
od with the cost of the tradition-
al 9-month system. Part of the
grant will go toward a research
design to evaluate pupil achieve-
ment under the program.

“We're instituting the plan as
a permanent way of life, not ag
an experiment,” said Gove.
“That’'s why we don’t want out-
side funds financing the oper-
ation of the program.”

Gov. Richard Ogilvie atten:l-
ed a ceremony Monday at West
View Junior High School and
signed . Senate Bill 1448 which
allows. year-round school sys-

ment their incomes.

for 15 days of vacation. On Sept. ;

1, Group D moves into the emp-|

i

‘@ msof Group A. Come |
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BY PATRICIA KRIZMIS
Gov. Ogilvie signed into law
yesterday a bill permitting
school districts to operate a
12-month school year.

Two hundred persons, includ-
ing Jimmy Stevens, 11, cheered
and applauded when Ogilvie
signed the bill at & ceremony in
Romeoville school district 96’s
West View Junior  High School
in Will county. The district is
the first in the state to adopt
what is known as the 45-15 plan.
The 7,000 pupils in the district
have been divided into four
groups. The first will attend
school for 45 continuous class
days, then there will be a 15
class day vacation, The other
three groups proceed along the
same Schedule at 15-day inter-
vals. :

Begin on Sept. 1

Jimmy is in the fourth group,
so he will begin school Sept. 1.
Children in the same family
and in the same neighborhood
are placed on the same attend-
ance schedule, tho they may be
in different grades or at
different schoel buildings. Six
schools are involved.

~ “At first, T was opposed to
the plan,” said Mrs. John
Stevens, Jimmy’s mother. “I
was worried the children would
have difficulty adjusting to
classes after frequent vaca-
tions.” ) :
She said she decided it might
be beneficial because the plan
relieves the overcrowaed condi-
tions irn the school district.
Because of the staggering
starting date, only three ‘groups
will' be in clags at the same

~{time.

" The district anticipates a
savings in building construc-
tion, longer working year for
teachers with corresponding
increases in income, and qual-
ity education for pupils. All the
pupils will be out of school for
legal holidays. :
Big Plus Is Seen

-Ogilvie sat in an” old fash-
joned desk, signed the bill, and
said if the plan works it will
take pressure off school dis-
tricts including Chicago’s pub-
lic school system. '

“I-came to-see Government
Ogilvie,” said Brian McMahon,
6, who was quickly corrected
by his brother, Rick, 8.

“Cur mother said she can’t
wait till-we start school Aug.

2l

Reprinted, courtesy of the Chicago Tribune.

Chicago Tribune
June 30, 1970
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OVERNOR §

Governor Richard Ogtlvie’
fans the ink dry on the new
law which makes year around
schools legal in llinols,

The governor appeared at
West View Jr, Iilgh School
Monday for the official sign-
ing of the bill. The follow~
ing day, June 30th, the 45-15
Plan started,

Standing to the right of the
governor is Ray Page, state
superintendent of Public in-
struction, {o Page's left are
Jum Crowley, president of
‘the Will County Manufact-
urers Association; Mayor
Robert Schanks of Bolinge
brook; Mayor Cohn O'Hara
of Romaoville (partly hide
den; and Kenneth Herman-
sen, superintendent of School
District 96,

Other dignitaries present )
included Will County Super- : - )
intendent of Publlc Instruc~ trict 9 Board of Education Clara Hartley Weodard, ~ * opén house ceremontes of
tion, Boyd R, Bucher; James 2nd his board members; and Earler that the the gov<" the new Unlon 01l Company
Bingle, president of theDis- Will County Clerk of Courts ernor had appeaved at the compley, - )

®
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Editorial Page

might happen for county board
members? With a concentrated
get-out-the vote in such as Jo-
liet, or Bolingbrook, or Crete it
is not inconceivable that 20
members could be elected at
large from one of those areas
and the other nine from all oth-
er areas. :

It seems that the time is ap-
propriate for the legislative
committee to make a decision,
pass the recc.immendation on.to
the county board and get a
reapportionment for fair repre-
sentation on the - board, as the
state law intended. The board
can détermine if the election is
to be by districts or at-large. If
by districts the county must be
divided into the same number of
districts as members to be elect-
ed. Each .district is to contain

. an equal population,. to. be &s

contiguous a territory as prac-
ticable (in other words, no ger-
rymandering to assure certain
solid Democratic or Republican
strongholds getting specific can-
didates elected). The board also
is supposed to observe munici-

‘pal and township lines wherever

practicable unless . the popu-
lation requirement would be vio-
lated. )

. The state’s attorney’s office

. would not have been adilterated

by* a justice which seems to
have become blind and deaf
when it comes to the rights of
the people. '

So, who was adulterated?

{/ 7 All-year school

Last week the Valley View
school district began the first
session of its new 12.month
school systern, called the Valley
View 45-15 Continuous School
Year Plan. .

It is a start in the right direc-
tion. School facilities are costly.
It makes sense they should be
used in the same manner as in-
dustrial facilities — on a year-
around pasis. - :

‘It is an experimental plan, the
first in the state. It is bold in its
concept. It could be a forerun-
ner of other, similar plans.

The increasingly high cost of
education calls for new, bold ap-
proaches. One that is not: so
new, or so bold, is that of a unit
district, once rejected in Joliet
but worthy of another try.

<

21
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By DOROTHY CRYDER
Herald-News Writer

ROMEOVILLE — “Hi, John.”
“Hey, Jim.” -“Lo, Allan I see
ﬁ)u got rooked too.” “Oh,

ary, isn’t this groovy?”
“Julie, I missed you.”” “Good
grief, T didn’t even get a vacax
tion yet.”

The comments were many

and varied as children in the
Valley View School District
Tuesday made history by begin-
ning school operated on a year-
round basis,

The teachers were enthusias-
tic, some of the children reluc-
tant and the parents a little
overwhelmed by it all.

The 7,000 chlldren affected by
the new program have seen the
last of those lazy, hazy days of
summer vacations,

.nd the Valley View School

EMC tr}ct - nestled among the

cornfields and
along the Des Plaines River —
has put itself on the educational
map.

“Oh, it's OK I guess. I really

don’t mmd it,"t said John Fra-
gale who began seventh grade

“at West View  Junior hlgh

School

“I'm not 100 exc:ted avout i,

said his friend Tony Davila. "
could have gone to Mexico this
summer if it hadn’t been for the
beginning of school.”

John and Tony were only {wo
of the first group of studeuts,
about 1,800, who began school
Tuesday on the Valley View 45.
15 Continuous School Year Plan.

The plan is a scheduling sys-
tem that utilizes school facilities
throughout the whole year. Stu~
dents are divided into four equal
groups. Each of the four groups

subdivisions

of pupils attends 45 class days
of school and then has 15 class
days vacation, -

The first group will finish the
45 class days on Aug. 31 and will
have 15 class days of vacation
which will be followed by a new
45-day class session starling
Sept. 22. The other groups pro-
ceed along the same schedule at
15-day intervals.

Each student will have four
three-week vacations, in addi-
iion to Christmas week, Easter
week and a 10-day period at the
beginning of summer.

Teachers who so desire can be
in class for 240 days imtoad of
the usual 180 and earn $9,000 to

$16,000 for the full year.
“Fixcept for the fact that it
was the hottest day of the year,

(Continued on Page 31)



Joliet, litinois, Wednosday, July 1, 1670 60 Pages

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

‘Kids gmovy, gicomy

“as classes

(Continued irom Page One)

.the first day of year-round
-school went off without a hitch,”
- said Patrick Page, research di-
‘,-_rector for the district.

., Page said the district had a
{ew families who had just
‘moved in and whose children
“were not scheduled come in just
‘1o find out what was going on.

““It was a routine opemng "
laughed Page. ““The kids all had
new clothes, spotted new hair-
cuts and had enough paper to
last them for the rest of the
year.”

He emphasized the fact that
even though Plan 45-15 is ex-
perimental, it is .edycationally
sound and financially desirable.
‘With Gov. Richard Ogilvie sign-
jhg the measure into law at
West View Junior High Monday,
the plan became legally pos-
sible.
© *1 think this plan has a real
.future for educational system$,”

.Baid Elizabeth King, physical
_®ducation teacher “1 think the
"kldS will respond. Kids always

;. Are flexible — it is the parents

, "'who sometimes are not. How-
ever if the parents will support
the plan for year-round school,
we can make a go of it, Im
sure.”

o

resume

| Edward Levandowski, typing
teacher at West View, said he
thought year-roeund school would
be geod for him. “For the first
time I don’t have to worry about
finding & summer job. Econom-
ically, it is the biggest thing yet
to happen for teachers,” he
said.

“We're just not ready for it,”
said Mrs. Jack Hewltt of 409
Montrese Dr. who brought her
seventh grade daughter, Paula,
to school. “My voungest son in
first grade is excited about
starting school but ‘Paula isn’t
happy because she had so little
vacation,” her mother aid,

“It has been quite a shock to
us,” said Mrs. Lenore Gardner,
who recently moved with her

I'husband and four children from

the north side of Chicago to
Romeoville.

“We think it’s a great plan,”
said Mrs. Gardner. “I think
such a plan to use schoo} facil-
ities all year-round is leng over-
due. we love ﬁmns and winter
vacations so/we’ll look forward
to those.

“We sure had to move fast,”
added Mrs. Gardner,” in order
to get shot records and to shop
for, school.” )

“I hate it,”. msxsted one tan-
ned, chubby little . boy. “Oh
man, it's not so bad,” consoled
another, “JTust thmk we'‘re nev-
er going to have time to get
bored again!™-

—

10 Cents
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Ogiivie Signs
Union-76 Refinery

SOUTHWEST -Governor
Richurd B. Ogilvie spent
most  of the alfternoon in
Lockport and Romeoville
Monday, June 29, and he
will surely remember the
area as “a place in the sun™
It was a very hot day.

He was in the area for the
dedication of the $200 mil-
lion rcfinery of the Union
Oil Company of Californiu,
and the ceremonial signing
into law of an education bill
for year-round schools, held
at West View Junior High
School.

Ogilvie said the Union Oil
dedication was more than the
official faunching of a muag-
nificent new industrial facil-
ity which will meet the fuel
needs of citizens throughout

ir's
into

OFFICIAL -

Gov. PRichard Qgilvie siens
law o bill vhich will allew Hinsis schools

noR

the Midwest. He said the
people here in the heartlund
of the Midwuesi view the re-
finery as a $200 million mon-
umcent to the confidence of

" American  business and in-
dustry in the future of M-
inois.

He noted that Union Ol
nol only renewed its long
nssoctation with lilinois bt
also renewed its commitment
to  responsible  corporate
citizenship. He added that
with @t vast army ol sophis-
ticated and expénsive equip-
ment, the “simple but power-
ful fact that the future for
afi of us citizen and cor-
poration alike - musi un-
fold within the context of the
environment in  which we
live,”

Pl

SR sl i e Rl

to hold class yeor-round. Velley View Schoo!
District 96 starts schocl today ¢n the new 45-15

plan. (GRAPRIC Photo.)

Q
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Fred L. Hartley, presidemt
of Union Qil, also spoke
about our cnvironment. He
said the rcfinery represents

- financially the largest single
capital’ invesiment ever made..

by Union Oil; technological-
ly, it represents the most
advanced refining  systems
and technigues known today:
and socially, it represents
recognition of the necessity
of protecting the environ-
ment  while producing the
energy required for our con-
tinued growth and self-ful-
fillment. lle added that 37

- million .of the. totak cost of

the project was for expendi-
tures directly related to air
and water conservation.
Following the Union dedi-
cation, the governor pro-

Southwest
Graphics
Jul-1, 1970
pge. 1 C

. pussed

- ulated  the

onday

ceeded 10 West View Junior
High School, to officially
opea the school’s innovative
45-15 plar. On his way, he
pickets  standing
along Romeoville Rodd with
signs  proclaiming, ““Pollu-
tion -- Gone Today, Back
Tomorrow,” uand other slo-

gans. When the governor
arrived a1 West View, he

mentioned  the sign-bearers
and said he signed into law
that morning the “toughest,
most  far-reaching pollution
legistation in the state,” in
the presence of the attorney
general from nearly every
one of the fifty states.

The governcr, who was
introduced by Ray Page,

{Continued on Page3)

_,ll.li'nois Superintendem of

Public Instruction, congrat-
Valley View
School District on their plan,
and said the state woulid help
in every way it could for the
ptan's success and added that
perhaps it would become the

salution for Chicago’s troub-

led - schools. A small old
fashioned desk, dating back
to the onc-room school eri,
was provided for the gover-
nor to sit in and sign the bill
into faw.

He looked at it and said it
had been more years than he
cared to remember since he'd
seerr one. Other dignitaries
on the platform were John
O’Hara, mayor of Romeo-
ville: Robert Shanks, pres-
ident of the village of Bol-
ingbrook;  Roy  Hassert.
chairmin of the Will County
Board of Supervisors: Wil-
liam. J. Crowley, president
of the linois State Chamber
of . Commerce; Boyd R,
Bucher, Superiniendent  of
“the Will County Educational
Service Region, and the
District 96 school board
members and administration,
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cool at \

By DORDTHY CRYDFR
Herald-News Writer )
ROMEOVILLE — The door,
spensd su » rvour of happy
childraa’s voices and the clank
of disties. Lunch tme was in.
fuit swing st Friday at West!
Vieer Junior High School as the
six schools in the Valley View:
Distrigs completed  their - first
wank of year-round school.
Air-rongitioning cevrainly has.

responded to miy guestions about:
2 first week of school,. There,
wers some audible groans -but:
By and lavge the kius onted for
keeping Husy and cool. :
“f spoughy P'd hate it said
Babby Williams, a  seventh®’
seadee and avid litile leaguer..
=1 thought [ wouldn’t have much;
time v practice my game Dbut! -
as ot as i's been, T couldn’t
hava pructiced anyway. By the:
time T got out of school.and have:
uppar, it's cool enough to play.”
*[ {ike going to school in the
summer and it's great 1o be in-
sids wheve it's cool' said Ro-,
berta Manthunson, an eighth;
grader at West View. "'The only
" probjam we have is vacation.;
My daddy gets the next twos
weeks oft and we're going away:

for 2 week. | hute o miss be-, &% : B e i,
cause we're studying the Con-] BUSES ROLL FOR YEAR-ROUND SCHOOL bes
stitution and you can’t afford to! Debbie Clark and Sharon Bigham,

get very far behind en that.” West View Students

ERIC
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“It’s really cool and I mean
that literally,” laughed Linda
- McMillen; also in eighth grade
at West View.

“I like keeping busy and 1j

used to get so bored before sum-
mer end
The enthuslasm ot the students
was reficcted by the building
principals. :
“It has been so qulet, it scares
me,” said Ronald’ Fagan, prin-
- ‘cipal at North View. School en
Rriarclitf. Road in Bollngbroolr
“We have kids in sixth grade
calling to ask #f they can come
_aud help out with kindergarten.”|
. This is the first year that kind-
ergarten has- been.taught in thé
district. Kindergarten through
fitth is taught at Brook View.
. “You also.have o bear in
mind - that we only have one-
fourth of our student body here
at tois time,” added Fagan.

“I questioned the teackers at
a .staft meeting. about parents’
veactions, and so far, to the
teachers - knowledge, we have
had no complaints,” said David
- Pauley, principal at Valley View
School on Naperville Road in
Romeovitie.

“If -the begmnmg of year-
round school is' any indication
of things te come, then we ¢an’t
help but succeed because it has
gone far better- than our expec-
tations,” noted Pauley.
--Vallgg View has ahout 1,000

July 7, 1970

students in:first through sixth
with 259 attendmg on the first
tract.

“We have only had one ‘com-
plaint,” said Mrs. Lillié Eneig,
principai at Ridge View, Eaton
Avenue in Romeoville, which
houses kindergarten ‘through
fourth grades.

. Mrs. Eneix sdid the oomplamt
was from”a family that moved
in on Saturday before school
started and knew nothing about
year-round school.

The neighborhood concept has
been foliowed in Plan 45-15 for
year-round school so thai all
children trom each neighborhood

Jwiil be attendlng at the same

time. ‘

“When this Iamily found out
that the children in their nelgh-
borhood were starting school on
Monday, they were upset be:
cause they had vacation sched-|;
uled and it meant their chiidren
would miss the first two weeks|,
of school. This is just some-
thing we will have to work out,”
noted Mrs. Eneix.

.1 feel it is going well,” said
Verne Shelley, principal at Park
View, “especially when you con-
sider that some of the students
finished school on Junme, 8 and
trave only had three weeks va-
cation.”

Park View School on Dathart

Avenue in Romeoville houses
kindergarten throu g h snxth
grades.

“The students’ attitude is just
great -— I would say at least 90
per cent of them are happy with
the program.:Already they are
‘remembering that they go nine
weeks and have three wecks
ofi. T think they like the fact
that they get four vacations a
year,” said Shetley.

" “It really has been a quiet
first ‘week of school,” observed
Frank . Kolinski, principal ai
West View Junior High. “Things
will perk up of course when we
have three groups in school ¢n
Aug. 11.”

Pian 45-15, which now is in
effect in the Valley View School
Dlstnct 'is & scheduling system
which provides full-time use of
the facilities or the equivaient
of two added 30<:lassroom build-
ings.

The. pupil popuiation is divided
into four equal groups with each
of the four groups attending 45| -
class days and then having 15
class days of vacution. .

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one clags day.

The four groups always stay

in the sams order of rotation|--

In a calendar year each group
will attend classes 180 days,
four sessions of 45 days per
session. Group- A .began attend-
ing classes June 30.

“Qur custodial ‘staff deserves
considerable praise for doing in
three weeks what they ordinarily
take the full summer to accom-
plish,” said Kolinski.-

He-added that the rooms were
ready, grounds were ~ready,

~ | bocks and assngnments were

ready for the beginning of
school, .

-'He said that many ot ﬁle par-
ents’ reaction were, “Thank
God, the Kids' now"liave some-
thing to do for the Summer.”

Kolinski' feels sure that once
plan 45-15 has. been ‘proven, in--
dustry will’ cooperate..

“1 would think they would be-
happy not to shut &owu for twor

(Cont.nued on Page Two)
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(Centinued from Page One)

{weeks but keep going by stag-

gering vacations,” he said.

houses  kindergarten through
fourth ‘grades, also had a quiet
opening. acoprding to Principal
William' Dikeman,

{ " Hesaid” parents had coop-

erated to help first graders and
kindergarten children make the
adjustment to school.

““The children seemed anxipus
to begin and voted in favor of
staying "in an air-conditiened
bullding and playing games

rather than going eut on the
playground during the very hot
dm ”» .

- He said the only comiplaint he

|had-heard has been-from a wor.

ried mother who was afraid her
cliild might not be able to study

Brook View School en Gary
Drive in Bolingbrook, which

| Smdeﬁnis are busy,
cool af Valley View

take enrollment on the sixth
day of school,” said Patrick
Page, research director for the
district. ' , *
He said the district now has
established an enrollment cen-
wer at West View Junior High,
135th Street (Romeoville Road)
and Belmont Drive, where new
Peaple in the district can enroll -
all their children-in one step.
The school board has abolish-
ed rental on textbooks, and work-
books in order to simplify.school
entry. The only cost to a family
is the optional school lunch,
towel fge and mid-morning milk.:
. “Our two years of résearch
and study to perfect Plan 45-15

seem to be paying.off,” said-'
Page. 1t is working better than
Wwe-ever dreamed. By next week,
I might even uncross my fin-

at home since ‘their house. was
“I'assured her that the teach-
ors and I are here ynti} 3:30
p.mt, cach day and we Would be
Bappy to. kavé any of 'the chil-
dren’ stay and do home work
here in. the building,” Dikeman

“We will lmow_exactly how
many children ara anine  sal

- S Uiy WG

|

school in the first tract when we

gers!»
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45-15 plan ini‘tiated

‘I don’t

forget as much’

.School Disi." 96 has growing pains.

Just 17 years ago, 89 eletﬁentary-.andﬁ

junior high students occupied five one-
room schools. Today, there are over 7,000
students in six buildings — crowded buiid-
ings at that.

The classrooms were already crowded;
45 students for one teacher was not a rare-

ty. Additional classrooms would mean a-

. tax referendum, something local homeown-
ers. surely would not favor, -and” double
shifts were.not received warmly either. .

Meanwhile, six buildings . sat- -idle - for

three summer montks. The taxpayers were.

getting only nine months use of their doi-

lar. The audio-visual equipment, books, air .

conditioners, even the gympasium was not
being used to taxpayers’ benefit.

The solution secemed logical; it is re-
markable no one thought of it before. By
.using the schools year-round for a 180-

day academic year, more students could

be accomodated. (See box for explana-

_ tion of the 45-15 plan.) -

The first group of students, track A,

_started school Tuesday and will not get

their first break until Sept. 1. All district
schools are air-conditiohed eliminating
heat problems.

~ Fewer problems. plague 45-15 plans than
one might expect.

At North View Elementary School, Prin- _

cipal Ronald C. Fagan has experienced
little negative feedback on the program.
Most Bolingbrook families, he says, have
been able to adjust their vacation schedules’
to conform with "the four, three-weck

seasonal school breaks. Many parents’ have °

found the plan enjoyaiile because, as wiih
track. A, they can vacation in September
when highways and parks are less' crowd-
ed and they can enjoy lower, out-d?'-m-
SOn rates.

“More teachers are wanting to get in
on the: program that out,” he says. “I
lost only two teachers last year-among 44
istaff members and none because of 45-15.
And this last weck, I've had many inquir-

jes from teachers wanting posmons in"

thesystem.

“The main problem for the 45-15 plan
is the teachers, They -are the ones who
are going to make |t work — they have to
adapt to the changes.”

Mrs. Chariene Meyer, a second-grade
teacher at North View, is happy with the
program. “Perhaps they (the students)

_have had enough vacation,” she says.

(Continued ¢cn Page 3)
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45-15 at North View -

(Continued from Page 2)

“They're fairly well settled, they’'re not
jumpy, and they’re ready to work.

“We often spend a month in the fall re-
teaching the students, but they seem to be
doing well so far. Besides, it’s comfort-
able in the classroom.” :

For the male teachers, like fourth-
grade science teacher Jim McNamara,
there are economic benefits. “It is finan-
cially good,” He says, ‘“especially for
the male supporting a family. We have
the option of teaching year-round, which
means approximately one-third more
salary. :

“We have a positive indication that
45-15 is good, but the main thing is, ‘Is
it good for the kids?” The alternatives are

"double shifts and . over-crowded class-

rooms. - This is not educationally good.
We can accommodate one-fourth more
students in the same facilities and save
the taxpayers money.”

‘McNamara and other teachers doubt
the plan will hinder their continuing edu-
cation, because most of their courses are

-at night. “People in my graduate classes

are interested in the 45-15 plan,” McNa-
mara says. “They want to know the good
and bad effects on students and teachers.

" But the best way to find out is to get into

thesystem.”

Most candid sludent remarks about the
pian and attendmg school during the sum-
mer were favgrable. Kevin Owens, 7, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Owens, is espec-
ially -happy to get back to school. “I'm
bored being at home,” he says. *1 want
to-go to school because I like studying a-
rithimetic, eating in the gym and recess.
Three of my friends go (o school now. 1
even like going to school in the summer.”

Fellow second-grader .. Brian Courtney,
6, son 'of Mr. and Mrs. Biii Couriney,
concurs. My friend Johnny goes to school
now. It’s fun. I had long enough vacation
and was ready to come back to school.
*Sides, I missed going out. to recess. I
miss going swimming, but Mom doesn’t

have a car so we couldn’t go anyway. It's
easier to study in the summer, but I dont

‘know why. Mom likes 45-15 oo -because

she can do more errands.”

Loucia Papadopoulos, 6, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Michael Papadopoulos, is not
quite ready to come back to school. “Mem
doesn’t like it because we can’t go to the
beach as much. And 1 like to swim every
day. I missed some of my friends, so I
was kind of ready to come back because 1
like school.”

Older North View students have more to

- say about the new plun. Lyneen Michalak,

9, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Micha-
lak, says her mother was ready for her to
g0 back to school. “All of my friends are
in school at the same time. We don’t have
such long vacations, so we dont forget

.as much. In September, we’re going on a

vacation to Tennessee and we have a long
vacation in December, so that will be fun.”

Another fifth-grader, Ken Taylor, 9, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Taylor, also be-
lieves he remembered more over the short
vacation. “The only thing 1 don't like is
walking home in the heat. But I'd rather
walk home in in the hieat than in the snow.
We can play outside dunng the summer
pretty good and you can’t in the wmter
sometimes.’

Mitchell Wilke, 9, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Melvin Wilke is not quite _ready to go back
to school, but accepts the’ plan as valiable.
“The vacation wasn't quite long enoiigh.
Seme friends make fun of‘us béuse they
don’t go to school ustil" Septémocr But
then we'll get to make: fun -of: them in Sep-
tember because we'll be on vazation.

“I can learn more becausg, of the 45-15
plan. It's easier to remember and study
because there . won'r be so much noise —
not everyone will be in schoo! 3 at '.he sgme
time.

. “Other schools should do this. The pop-
ulation is getting so big thé schobls ‘are

over-crowded. And other schoo!b'hre ’gémg

to havr to do it pretty soon.”

e
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Many pupils like Kevin Owens are
esger to get back to school after.
only a fsw weeks vacation.

Briefly, the Valley View Dist 96 4515

breaks elementary and junior high school
students into four groups or tracks with
children of one family on- the: same ‘track.

days, then has a 15 doy vacation, ‘At any
given time durmg Qhe yeur, “three’ tracks‘are
in school while one s .on’ vucq'on. School:
buildings are used conhquously throughouf
the calendar year, with the exception of le-
gal holidays. Christmas. and. Easter vaca-
tions and a break in early.July to adjust the
program. The plan. benefits taxpayers by us-
ing physical plants and equipment year-
round and by saving - construction costs by
occomodohng 25 per cent more siudems.

plan is an experimental program which’

Each track attends school - for' 45 «class’

T
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" “Perhaps they have had encugh vace-
tion,” says North Viev. secsnd grade
teacher Mrs. Chkarlene Meyer, sofiec-
ting her euarly reactions to the 45-15
olan. When her students take a three-

wgek vacation in September, the and
her husband will travel to Europe.
“What a wonderfutl time to go some-
place.”’ (GRAPEIC Phato)
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Science  teacher
feels the
S5 plan is the
as on students.

Jim  McNamara, below left,
main valve of the 45.1
educational impact it h
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“LEFT: . Northview Principal  Ron-

ald C. Fagon gives kindergarten stu-
dents an Independence Day lesson.
Before this year, Disirict 96 had. no
kindergarten classes because of the
crowded  buildings. ~ -




‘By DOROTHY CRYDER
Herald-News Writer

ROMEOVILLE -- “Valley
View Scheols are not so cool,”
protested a group of mothers
Wednesday at Park View
School. .

. The mothers rapped the
school administration for begin-

ning Plan 45-15 year-round-

school before 24 rooms at Park
View School were air-
conditioned.

The 31 classrooms. in the new
addition of the school are air-
conditioned. o

*The ngwspapers have played

up the fact that year-round -

school is a first here in Romeo-
ville,”” -said Mrs. Joyce Cicca-
relli. “They say the kids are
studying in cool comfort and
they are not — at least my child
i& not and 1 want to know why,”
she said. -

s this some plan you have of
passing the proposed berd ref-
erendum by putting air-condi-

tioning of Park View School on

Joliet Herald News

July 9, 1970
Page 1

buildings- and a tax rate in-

crease?’’ she asked. . c
** She said she would rather con-

tribute $10 outright toward air-
conditioning than to have $10
added to her taxes.

‘‘How come -Valley View
School was air-conditioned last
summer ‘and Park View was
not?” asked Mrs. Joan Krauz.

She added that she had at.
tended several coffee sessions
held by the district adminis.
trators to inform parents of
Plan45-15. I

“At each of those meetings
you stated that all schools would
be air-conditioned -before year-
roynd school began,’”:: she told
the administrators.

“We have six schools and 180

"classrooms in the district,” ex--

plained Supt. Kenneth Herman-
sen. “Of these 180 classrooms,
24 are not air-conditioned “and
you have every right to ask

© why,”-he said. -

He said that.in the two years

24 uncooled Park View

lassrooms irk mothers

 the ballot along with the hew

of planning for year-round
school, the district’s aim was to
air-condition all rooms. -

He explained that the Valley
View District had qualified for
$150,000 federal money through
a law which grants impacted
aid to districts for-federal em-
ployes living there.

“The name of the game is
money,” said Hermansen, and

“explained that this year’s appro-

priation biil had not been signeg

by the president. '
“James Bingle, president of the

board of education, ‘said he had

gone to Washington with two.of

the administrators to try and se-
cure the funds but they had
been unsuccessful.

" Hermansen said they had

tried to obtain the necegsary-
. .'$80,000 for the air-conditioning

from 34 different foundations.
“We didn’t dream up a bond
referendum just to air-condition
these 24 rooms,” said Bingle.
“We added the_ air-conditioning

(Continued on Page Five) -
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24 Park View rooms
nof air-conditioned

(Continued from Page One)

to the referendum after every
other source ‘of revenue had
been explored.

. “We must have the additional
buildings we are proposing in
the referendum or we will be on
double shifts with year-round
school within the next two
years.”

Also included in the referen-
dum to be held on Aug. 15 are a
15-room addition to. Brook View
School in Bolingbtook, a 15
room addition at Ridge View
School in Romeoville and a 30-
room schgol to be built on land
donated by Hoffman Rosner.
Builders in the new Indian Oaks
 subdivision in Bolingbrook.

“We expect 3,000 to 5,000 new
students within the next five
years,” Hermansen s&id.

“How much tax can one com-
munity be expected to bear?”
asked Mrs. Ciccarelli.

“This is exactly why mem-
bers of our board are meeting
with the Naperville School
Board and Naperville City
Council,” satd Bingle.

He explained that Levitt Buil-
ders is planning a-large subdivi-
sion on the outskirts of :Naper-
ville and a part of the subdivi-
sion lies within the school
boundaries of Valley View Dis-
trict. ““This would mean an ad-
dition of about 1,200 students,”
Bingle said. -

“We are trying to draw up
“some kind of policy with Naper-
ville which we also. can take to
the Bolingbrook and Romeoville
Village Boards to force the de-
velopers to pay for the tax lag
{tor the first two years.”

Me pointed out that it is not.
until- the second year that any
tax wuoney is forthcoming from
new developments. Presently
this additional tax burden is

communities.

The mothers present at the
meeting assured the adminis-
trators that they had nothing
against year-round school.

“We think it’s'a great plan v
they said.

They asked if it would be pos-

"sible to rent air-conditioners for
-the 24 classrooms.
. " Hermansen replied that he
could not see paying $30,000 for
rental when $80,000 would da the
complets job.

Verne Shelley, prlncipal at'

being carried by the established |

Park View, explained that since -
only one-fourth of the students:
are now attending school under

‘the year-round plan, youngsters
- | were mioved into the air-condi-!

tioned part during the very hot
weather last week.

“The only critical time we
will have is from Aug. 11 when
three groups are attending until
Sept 1. Then the. first group fin-"-
ishes 45 days of schoo! and gtes:
home for 15 days. Only three
groups will be attending school
at any oné time.

“During that ‘peridd if we

have over 90-degree days, we
will have to tréat them as we do.
below zero weather or, snow
days and give the youngsters in
those 24 rooms a day off, Shel-
ley said.

“How can we be sure that
childrens’ lunches won’t spoil
during.this hot weather?*” asked
one mother.

Sheliey said most of the chil-
dren ate in the cafeteria but he
would work out something so
that lunches brought from home
could be placed on shelves in
the cafeteria where it is cool. -

“If you can’t afford to rent
air-conditioners .at this. time,
could you not afford about $300
to purchase window fans for the
%4 classrooms?” inqmrpd .the
mothers..

“That we ‘can do," rephed
Hermansen and assured them
he would meet- that afternoon|
with Paul Swinford, - business
manager, to prepare a purchase
order.

“There is one great thing
about our ‘schobl ‘atniinis-
trators,” remarked one mother
to another as théy trooped out of
the building. “They treat us like
people and take: the fime to lis-'
ten ” ’

an
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Valiey View |
second phase|,

is next week

ROMEOVILLE — Tract ‘B,
the second group of students on

school Tuesdsay July 21.

1,600 students, began. school
June 30.
When tract C starts attending
classes Aug. 11, there will be a

classrooms, said John Lukanclc
assistant superintendent.
Ca Aug. 31, tract A finishes 45

for 15 days of vacation. On Sept. |

Sept. 22, tract B concludes its 45
days and leaves for 15 days va-
cation.

months of the vear, Eachigroup
attends school45 days and -goes.
home fer 15 days of vacation.

By staggering.  the starting

;any one time, only three of the

-groups will be attending on any |

one class day.

© Lukancic said he had ‘toured |
jall six schools in the district|

Tract A which includes about |-

days of school and will go home |

Valley View District Plan 45-18]°
year-round school, will begin}"

1, tract D moves into the empty| * *
classrooms_of tract- A. Comej~

date of each of the groups, at o

100 per cent utilization of the 180}

And sp the cycle goes for 12 A

'talking to teachers, parents and|

children.

“It has gone smoother than
we ever dreamed,” "he said.
“The teachers are very enihu-
siastic about the program be-
cause only a fourth of the stu-

dents are now attending and the
teachers have been able to ac-
complish much more than they
ever dreamed possible.

Lukancic said there, were mix-
ed reactions from the parents
-and the youngsters.

| He said they were keeping a
clese account of daily weather
conditions, on attendance and
behavior patterns.
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'MOTHERS DEMAND AIR CONDITIONING

SETTLE FOR FANS

" Six irrate mothers who
came to Park View School

‘. to demand air_ condiuon-
" ing- for all clagsrooms_ it

the school; left with e,

within'a weeka A

The women, all of whom
had children attending that
school, had exzpected to be

* there twenty or thirty

strong, but most of.thelr
group falled to show up,
They were protestlns the
fact that 24 of the class-
rooms at Park View did
not have air conditioning,
and that some of the child-
ren attending these class=
rooms had become iil, -

- Superintendent Kenneth
Hermansen, assistant sup~
erintendent John Lucancic,

-, Park View Principal Vern
~-Shelley and School Board

President Jim Bingle met

. with the women in 3 class=

room to disc,uss thelr
grlevences,

Hermansen and Blngle
expln&nedthattheyhad 6X=
pected to have all of the

"rooms airconditioned when

the 45-15 Plans started,
However, the government
funds they had been count=
ing on for this purpcse had
been cut back, Bingle and:

_ two administrators had

racently travelledtc Wash-
ington to try to secure this
money, but their«tfortshad
proved to be Zutile, The
eighty thousand dollars to.

air condition the 24iclanse

rooms was just-not availe
able at this ime,

The. Park.View Princl=

pal explatned that When the

comfortable the children
were- and would be taken
to ong, of the air condi=

- fioned .rooms, . This will

- be possible till August1l
promise that fans will: be".:, whenthethlrdtrackstart;

. installed in those rooms =

school, and all the rooms
will be occupied,

One of the mothersnoted
that one teacher had pro=-
vided a fan in cae of the

rooms; and that this had

made the heat more tol-
erable, Hermansen sald
that the school would pur~
chase fZans to use in these
rooms,

The mothers were ape
parently satisfied with ‘the

_ answers -they ‘received to

thelr questions, and the
agreement to place fans

_in the rooms.

During the 90 minutes
sesston it was pointed out
to the mothers that they

“were in an un-air cond-

ition room, that the temp~
evature was at 84, and

" that nore of them felt un- -

comfortable,

24
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BEACONR&BGE STUDENTS

TO BE BUSSED TO

In a switch of policy

the Board of Education of

School District #96 decided

. to bus all of the Beacon-

ridge students attending

: North View School, This

busing, for 3rd, 4th and
5th graders will continue
untll sidewalks sre com-
pleted  from the subdivise

" fonto Brlarclltf Road, The
kindergarten’’ through “2nd

graders will' continue to
be bussed because of the
distance,, TheBeaconridge
students are-all on track B
of the 45-15 Plan and

'started sechool yesterday.

Bolingbrook mayor
Robert Schanks appearedat
a meeting of the school

- transportatfon commltf.ee,
held last Monday, 4nd asked”

the board tb réconsider its
earer decislon to have
1no bus transportation for

. the 3rd through 5th graders

of Beaconridge. He pointed
out that as soon as side~

walk construction starts -
the area -along the éast

side of Rte 53 will be
torn up and there will be
no place for the students

- to walk., The board also

acknowledged that many of

-the residents of the sub-
division had called or cor- .

regponded with the school
authorities on transporta-
tion, All members of the
board were present ‘ex-

NORTH VIEW

cept George Hassert, A

. -number .of -administrators

as well as Earl Thompson,
transportation manager,
were also at the meeting,

_ Board members pointed

" out that the transportation

of the older students wiil
only continue untl the side-
walk is completed,

* -The sidewalk in question
will be a part of the pro-
gram approved Saturdayby
the voters of Bolingbrook
in a half-million dollar
road improvement and side
walk bond refeiendum,

The Board of Education
and the Village of Boling-
brook have beern.attempt-
ing to have the buflder,
Kaufman and Broad, put a
sidewalk - from their sube
division'to Briarcliff road

. ever since the Beaconridge

complex was built, Last
year, when K & B asked
the village to annex a new
parcel of land, Schanks and
the village board placed
two stipulations before the

-annexation could be accom=

plished, One of them was
that the builder provide
the long requested side-
walk, This stipulation was
dropped when the bullder
informed the village board
that the people of Beacon=
ridge did not want such a
sidewalk,

23
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school on

RCMEOVILLE — The second’
group of students have begun
their school year in the summer
under Plan 45-15 id the Valley
'View School district.” .

The first day of classes” for
Group B was July-21 andevery-
thing went smoothly, according
i|to Patrick Page, research direc-
¢ tor for the district.

il The only unusual aspect, other
‘| than going to school in July, was
Ithe amount of children wantmg

Second group bégins
45-15 plan|

iber . was higher than ofﬁcials -

ihad anticipated for a July day.

Group C, the third. group in
the 45-15 plan, will start schoal
Aug. 11. Ten days before they
are to begin, the parents of
Group C children will receive in-
formation from the principal of
the school their child will at-
tend.*

The letter informs the parent
about school kours, bus' sched-
ules and other details perfammg

the form prescribed by the state
and a dental examinatijon.

Fifth grade students must also
. have a health examination as
prespnbed by the state.

, . The last group, Group D, Wlll
start schoo! Sept. 1 at. which .
time Group A will begm its first]

15-day vacation. .
The 45-15 plan enables the six
schools in the district to operate

. all year at capacity with only % ”

of the. school age chudren iy .

school at ciie time.

1

| the hot lunch at noon. The’ num-.to the beginning" of the school e
year )
"1 ‘Page said all chlldren attrnd-{
: mg school for the’ first time|
-l st have their birth certifi-
. ‘cate, a health examination on

o
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45-15 IN FULL SWING

Track ¢B has started

school in District 96, and .

on August 1lth- ’Prack [ 3
will be in school and the
45-15 Plan will be in mn
swing,

So far everyihing has

been running fairly well - |
with this unique concept-',
accordlng to research dir---
ecior J. Patrick'Page, A . .

few mix upshave ppened,
but this is only {o be ex~
pected in this new and un<
Hred program, even though
two years ¢4 planning have
preceeded its inception,

On the whole the child-
ren like 45-15 and have
accomodated to it very
well. Somie parents still
have their ‘doibts and ‘are

_ taking a «wait and see”
. attftude,

Page sajd all chilren

atlending school for the -
first time: must havéithelr -

birth certificate, a hedlth

examination -on the"form = -~
préscribed by the staté,and " ¢
a dental examination, i - -

Fifth. grade students must
also have.a health exam-

.inatlon as preseribed by
the state,

Parents of chndren in &
Group C’ will :s00n get '’
letters Informing them . -
what school thelr-¢hild winl -~

attend, - thetischool ‘hours,
bus schedules and otheyx
vital hitormation,

53%
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HELP WITH 45-15 BIBLE SCHOOL

The Rev, and Mrs, Bm Bez*nsteln will be help!ng

the Bolingbrook Community Bible Church with their
45.15 Bible School Aug, 10 - 14, They will also be
celebrating their frst wedding annlmrsary Both were
in Bolingbrook for Vaestion Bible Scbool Iast ylear
while supposedly horeymooning,

The Bernsizins are missjonaires, ppoﬁed in part
by the Bible Church in Southern Florida, .

“Pastor Bill” is a ventriloquist and magletas, He
will be assisted st the meeting by hs able “dummy"
assistant, Bernie,

The meetings, Aug, 10 - 14 wﬂl be !orauchndren
through Jr, High School and will be held in the evenings
from 7 to 9 p.m, at North View School, At the same
Hme, teenagers and adults will be meeting in the
Bible Church’s air conditioned chapel at 201 Brlar-
sliff Rd, The leader will be Dr, Willam McCarrel,
'ormer pastor for 45 years at Cleero Bible Church.

COUNTY CLERK SEEKS OPINION.
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AUGUST 10— 14 m BlBLE SGHOOL
"‘00 -9:00 P.M,
First Grade thru Jr. High
_ NORTH VIEW SCHOOL o
B with | |
'“BERH!E" Rev Bill, & Mrs. Bemstein

ngh School, College, Adults
et the.

. Bolingbrook Commumiy Bible Church
Chapel, 201 Briavcliff
with Dr. William McCarrell
“Bernie” . : Both with Messages for our timos.
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SCHOGL FACT BOOK AVAILABLE

Pa.rél;tsm;).r other Valley .
View Elementary. School . .-
-ahd detalls of the Valley

District #96 residents who
are interestedin¢«thefacts,
Ma’am, just the facts'’ may
get a free copy of-an 18-
page Fect Bookfor Parents
by stopping atthe Research
and Development Office at

Park View Sehool, nearthe -

shopping cerder in Romeo-
viile,

The Fact Bookgives ahis-
torleal summary of the .

growth of theDlstrlct, des-

background of year~round
school’ plans in genbral,

View 45«15 Contlnuous

-School Year Plan, There o
are 1600 copfes -available; .-

The price to non-residents
is $2.503

“ A copy of the Fact Book

‘may alsobe’ secured by at-
tending one of the school

. board meetings which are
. held on the 2nd and 4th

Mondzy evenings at 7:80
in the Hbrary at Park View

" -eription of the bundings,' ~ ‘Sthool, "

e}
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Brook View
open house
SOUTHWEST — Brook

View School will- have an

open house on Friday, August
7, from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Classrooms and  bulletin
boards will show -teaching
materials and examples of
class work by pupils. All the
‘Brook View teachers in
Groups A and B will be pre-
sent to meet parents and
other visitors and to dis-
cuss all phases “of : the ‘ac-
ademic program. .- -.
Brook View School- has 16

classrooms and is identical

in size and floor plan with
Ridge View Schoo! in Hamp-

" ton Park. Brook View School.

was finished in February of
1969. One.of thg purposes
of the referendum®on Sat-
urday, August ‘I5th is to
provide for a 15.room ad-
dmon to Brook View School.

> District represéntatives
will be present to answer
any questions about the up-
coming referendum.

Brook View has a capacity
of 480 primary and inter-
mediate pupils. This year

in grades  kindergarten -

through grade 4, there are

+276 pupils in Group A and

Group B combined. Mr.
William Dikeman is prin-
-cipal. Brook View School is
on Gary Drive, just off Pine-
crest Drive, in Bolingbrook.
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Va"ey View
parents can
get fact book

ROMIOVILLE - Fact books
are now available for residents

Schoo! District. o
The 18-page Fact Book For
Parents gives a summary of dis-

trict growth, building facilities
general background of year-
round schoo! plans and details of
the 45-15 continuous school year
plan. o

They can be obtained at the
research and development office
at Park View School in"Romeo-
ville or by attending a school
board meeting at 7:30' p.m. on
the second or fourth Monday of:
the month at Park View.

of Valley .View -Elementary| -
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Joliet, lllinois, Tuesday, Avgust 11, 1970

School
set fc

BOLINGBROOK — Fact book-
lets for parents and information
on Saturday’s special ..school
election were presented to par-
ents attending an open house at
Brook View Schoo! Friday eve-
ning.

Building principal William
Dikeman said 250 parents at-
tended the openhouse. -

Signs appealing to parents to
vote yes on all three proposi-
tions were evident throughout
the school.

“No foolin’ we need. more
rooms, our classes are as large
as before 45-15 (p1an)”’ read one
such sign.

The three propusitions for Sat-
urday’s election are approval to

sell £345,000 in bonds for school
building construction; approval
to accept a $1.7 million interest-
free’loan from the Illinois School
Building Commission; and au-
thorization of a 10 cent increase
in the building fund.

The interest-free loan is avail-
able to the Valley View School
District only if the bonding pow-
er contained in proposition I is
utilized. )

If the propositions are passed
a new school will be constructed
in the Indian Oaks area and 15
rooms will be added to Ridge
View and Brook View schools.
The additions will double "the
size of the schools.

The money will also be used

election
Sah,lﬁ‘d

to air:condition- a section of
Park View .School m Romeo-
ville. i

Hoffman-Rosner, a developer,
has o{tered to donate .an- im-
proved schoo! site in Indian
Oaks nedr Schmidt Road- with a
value of ‘$120,000 plus $200,000
for the construction of a school.

Polling places - will: be open

from noon until.7;p.m..Saturday | .

at North Vnew Schoqj for resi-
dents noﬂ:h of Interstaie 55 and
Park View,school for residents
south of the mterstate
Intormanoﬁ if' available at
Park Viéw Schogl and residents
are asked 16’ dili-or write to"the
district officés there if they have
questions on the referendum:’

O
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ROMEOVILLE —  Three
itracts are in operation at
schools in the Valley View Dis-
trict today. o

Tract C students started
classes this week and brought
schools in the district to capac-
ity operation.

The tracts are part of Plan 45-
‘15 in the district schools, The
plan is designed to operate the
schools all year and to utilize
the buildings throughout the
year.

This is the first year of oper-
ation for the.plan which is under
observation by educators
throughout the nation, :

Plan 45-15 divides students in
the district into four tracts
which attend school.on a Totat-
ing basis for 45 days and then go

.on vacation for 15 days.

Plan 45-15 was designed to

cope with the overcrowded con-
ditions in the district.

held Saturday calling for ap-
proval to sell bonds of $845,000
for building construction and to

$1.7 million.

1t this reterendum is passed it
would enable the district (o
build a school in Indian Oaks
subdivision and to add rooms to
two existing schools,

“Plan 45-15 does not end tie
district’s problems,” eaid re-
search director Patrick Page.
“If the referndum is not passed
Saturday the district will have
to consider the plan en a halt-

day basis.”

Year-round school
plan in full swing

A special eisction™is beingy -

accept an dnterest tree loan of|

“We have already thought
ahout 45-15 on half-days,” Page
continued “If no additional
space is available for classes
within the next year or so some

have to start half-days. But that
is if the referendum fails.”

Page_explained the area has
an unusually high growth rate.
Since Kindergarten has become
required by the state and since
the influx of new residents the
district’s ‘classrooms are more
than filled again.

grade levels or buildings may]j,

5
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SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES.
PRIVATE TUTORING FIRM

The School District No 96 - -

Board of Education gave
its approval to a private
tutoring service to opers

. ate within the district for

a one year trial perfod.
Elton R, Lash, vice~
president of Welsh Learn=
ing Systems, addressedthe
board at its Monday even-~
ing meeting and gave de~
talls of the operational
methods of his company,
The system, using cert-
ified andpara-professional

people as well as ‘‘learn=

ing machines!’ guarantees
4 one~school=year im-
provemeint in a student af-

-ter 35 hov-s oftheir class=

work and instruction, The
cost to the student ranges
from $1.25 to $2.00 per
hour, depending on the
number of students part-
icipating .rom the district.

Lash sajd they operate
on the basis. of from five
to fifteen students per in-
struccor, The studentsare
pre-tasted andpost=tested,
He said he hopes to set up
two centers, one In the
north and one in the south
part of the district, De-
tails of the program will
be malled to all parents

in the district by the com- -

pany. No time was given
as to when he expected to

_start the program,

Lash told the board that
this would be the firsttime
hs company would workon
this scale with the cooper~

ation of a public school.

system, He was attracted
to this area because of
the opportunities offered

by the 45-15'Plan

n’ 6thet action the board
approved the acceptance of
an invitatfon to the school
hand to participate in the
State Fair in Sprlngﬁeld.

Board president James
Bingle read a letter from
Levitt & Sons Bullders that
a total of 20-acres would
be dedicated to the school
district, Their subdivis-
fon site, if annexed to the

Viilage of Naperville, will . ..
extend into District 96 and .. .

will generate, according to

their figures, a total of.

275 students for the dis-
trict,

The school board had
been attempting to set a
cash-land contribution per

pupil generated with the -

builder (to be appled to

all builders) in conjunction
with the Naperville school
boards and village planning
commission. Bingle com-
mented that after months

ville Board of Education
was apparently backing off
from their joint demands,
~Bingle also announced

"ot negotiation that Were o
" back to thelr original pos~
_ iHon, and that the Napers

that there would be ahear= .

ing bafore the Will County
Zoning Board of Appeals
on a proposed trajler court
on Davey Road, The board
attorney, Gene Korst, and
board member Bruce Web-
ster, willl appear-at: the
hearing. to.file an offfcial

. objectton, from ;the~board -

of edqcatlon.- 1+The hear-"

ing will be at Valley View

School at 7:30 pm, - ¢

o0



~ Romeoville
school tax
voie today

ROMEQVILLE — Residents
in Valley View Elementary
School District 96 go to the.polis
today to vote on a 10-cent tax
increase and a two-part buildin
construction proposal. . o

The tax increase, included in
Proposition 3, would provide the
district’s building fund with

enough added revenue to meet -
existin g maintenance regu- .

lations.

Proposition 1 asks voters to
approve accepiance -of a
$1,700,000 interest-free .- léan
from the Illinois School Building
Commission. The loan would he
paid back over a 17-year period.
» Proposition 2 seeks -approval
for the sale of $845,000 in bonds
for school building construction.
The Illinois. .School Building

Commission will not make the

loan in question in Proposition 1

_unless the ',dis.trigt utilizes its to-.

tal bonding potential -of $845,000
provided for in Proposition 2.
Votets who reside north of I-
55 may 'vote .at. North View
School on Briarcliff Road. Resi-
dents south of the highway may
vote at Park View- School . on
Dalhart Avenue near the Hamp-
ton Park Shopping Center. .

The “polls’ will be open from -

noon to 7 p.m.

_ Affidavits will be used instead -

* of poll'books. =~ .
If the building, propositions
are approved, the district would
begin construction on a new 30-
room school.in Indian Oaks near
Bolingbrook and on 15 addition-
al rooms at both ‘Ridge View
School .in Romeovile and -Brook
View School in Bolingbrook.
The additions are needed be-

cause.the district could not bor- "

Tow enough mioney in 1967 t

fully.equip the schools. .
The district ‘would also. pro-

vide -2¢ classrooms in the old

section ‘of " Park  View. School.

with aif conditioning equipment.

Classrooms in Valley View Dis-

_ triet sSchools now’’operate all

ﬁar on the’controversial 45-15
an. Y . S eyl

‘Hoffman-Rossnér 'Co. has of-

fered to donate a $120,000 im-
- proved school site in its Indian
Oaks development. The firm
also -has offered to provide
$200,000-to the-district for school
construetion, B

Joliet Herald News
August 15, 1970

Page 1
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School COmmi-ssioﬁ okays
free loan to District 96

.ROMEOVILLE — The Illinois School
Building Commission’ has authorized an
interest-free foan to Valley View Ele-
mentary School District 96. -

This loan combined with a donation of
tand, donation of $200,000 by Hoffman-
Rosner, and the district’s remaining
bonding privileges will enable District
96 to finance a new 30-room school in
Indian Oaks and two 15-room additions
to two existing buildings and to air-cou-
dition the old scciion of Park View School.

To ‘make this loap possxble the citizens

" of District 96 “eed to give their.-approval

at a bond refeiendum on Saturday, Aug-
ust 15. The polling hours will be from

‘noon to 7 p.m.

Voters north of - Interstate 55 should
vote at North View School on Briarcliff
Road. Citizens south of Interstate’ 55

) should vote at Park View School located

on Dalhart Avenue near the Hampton
Park Shopping Center.

. Affidavits will be used instead of poll
books. On or before August !5 voters
need to be registered voters, residents
of the state for one year, residents of
the county for 90 days, and residents of
the precinct for 30 days.

The referendum will place three pro-
positions before the voters. Proposition
1 seeks voter approval .to utilize the
existing bonding piwer of approximately

- $845,000.

Proposition 2 would authorize District
96 to accept the interest-free loan of
$1,700,000.00 from the Illinois School
Bulldmg Commission to be paid back
in 16 2/3 years and - Proposition 3 would

(Continued on Page2)

Page 2 THE SOUTHWEST GRAPHIC Wednesday, August 12, 1970 ra

Dlstrlct 96

(Connnued fmm lfage 1)

authorize a 10 cents increase -in ' the
-building fund rate. ’

With the operation of all Valley View
District 96 schools on the 45-15 Plan,
the taxpayer will get the equlvalcnt of
4 classrooms for the construction price
of 3 classrooms.

The two schools for -which the 15 room

additions are to be coostructed are
Brook View School in Bolingbrook and
Ridge View School in Romeoville. These
two school buildings are the newest in
"the district. Brook View was finished in
Fcbruary, 1969 and Ridge View was fin-
ished in September, 1969.

These two buildings are often called
“twin schools” because they are the

‘same siz¢ and have the same room pat-
ten. The buildings were constructed
small. because the district could not
borrow ‘enough money for additional
.rooms in 1967,

Enrollment in the Valley Veiw District

96 schools increased 900 per cent be- -

tween 1953 and 1960 and increased an-
other 525 per cent: between 1960 and the
end of the 1969-70 school year. Beginning
with the present school year the schoo}
district was required to add kindergarten.
Many new housing developments and the
expansion of the present developments in-
-dicate over 10,000 pupils by the 1973-
74 school year and over 20.000 pupils
by 1980.

24¢
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Vaiiey View
passes three
school issues

ROMEOVILLE - --A  much
~ needed. expansion program was
assured Saturday when resi-
dents in Valley View School Dis-
triet 96 approved a tax rate in-
crease and a two-part building
construction proposal.
By a vote of 591 to 459, voters -
- approved a 10-cent increase in
the edueational tax rate.

In"addition; voters approved a
$1.7 million interest-free loan
from- the Illinois School Build-.
mg Commission by a vote of 638
to 408, and also approved by a . .
' vote of 667 to 388 the sale of ,
.. $845,000° in bonds for school .
o P building construetion.
wwi o tu - . The interesi-free loan from
e e the Illincis' School Building .

Commission will be paid back.
PRI over a 17-year period. The loan
. was contingent on the passage
... of the.sale of $845,000 in bonding

potential for - school conqtruc—
tion.

Pat Page, research director,
for the district, said approval of =
the issues wxll save the school

district $1.2 million in interest
rates.

Voter pprovaliof” tHe “issiies
opens the way for construction
of a new 30400om -school in-In-: ~
dian Oaks near Bolmgbrook and-

a 15-room addition at both

Ridge View School .in Romeo-

ville and Brook View School in
dio: - Bolingbrook: i i

was -3+ The -district willglso pr0v1de

W 24 classrcoms inthe o}d” SGCtmn e .,
e of Park-View School with air’ % "

conditioning eguipment. Class-""’
irooms in the Valley View Dis-"

.. e wiriet schools now operate
Y iwos. . throughout:the entire year on
the 45-15 Plan.. ... :

) Saturday s voter approval B
. also opens the:way for accept-

.+ ance.of an offer by Heffman:

....,RRossner Co. to donate a $120,000

\ " .. improved site.in its Indian Oaks
v . . . ;development..and ~to provide
RIC 0 wn 520,000 to the district for school *

constructlon

Page 1
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-ville)’ was ‘As follows

,fersff_ 667 and ‘“‘no” 288 ;s
.on, a proposal to authorize is- | =+

~| terest-freg=lgan of up to $1.7
| million-from-ghe

$845,000
in school
bends OKd

Voters in Valley View School
District 96 in Will County have
approved a proposed building
program in a three-part refer-

The voteé Saturday in the dis-
trict,” headduax‘tered in Romeo-

suance of $845,000 in bonds.

® “Yes” 638 and ‘‘no” 408
on a P 'gsal 10 accept an in-

nr-tlie Illinois School
Buxldmg Co rplssxon

“Yes" 581 and- “no” 459
on a proposal to raise the ]
bulldmg-fund rate 10 cents."

‘The funds will go to Kuild a;
30-classroom building and two
15-room additions in the dis- |
trict, which has a school pro-
gram operating 12 month a
year instead of the usual nine.
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Joliet Herald News

ROMEOVILLE — Despite the
passage Saturday of a school
referendum in the Valley View
District school officials are still
trying (o solve the problems a
growing district brings,

“The referendum was not a
panacea for problems in the fu-
ture,” one administrator said.

Shortterm problems were
solved when voters in the dis-
trict approved an expansién: pro-|
gram. Approval was given to
build a 30-reom: school in the In-
dian Oaks subdivision and add
15 rooms to Ridge View and
Brooks View schools with a
$1,700,000 interest-free loan from
the Illinois Building Commis-
sion. Wtilization of $845,000
worth of bonds also was ap-
|proved along with'a 10-cent in-
crease in the building fund.

Working along - with ‘the ex-
pansion program is the 45-15
plan. Tne plan divides the dis-
trict’s children into four groups,

who attend school for 45 days:

a rotating basis. J

officials, the schools in the dis-
trict are operating at capacity
at the moment and one-fourth of
the district’s elementary stu-
dents are not yet in school.

“We have approximately 1,320
students enrolled right now,”!:
Verne Shelley, Park View
School principal, said, “Our ca-
‘pacity is 1,320.”

Shelley explained that the 1,-!
380 included six secticns of kin-
!dergarten—only three meet a*
‘one time. However, the normal
‘“‘capacity” figures are based on
3G students per classroom and
teacher. This s the maximum;
the state recommends. |

Ridge View School has a 420
student capacity.

‘At last count we had 499 en-
rolled,” said Mrs. Lillie Eneix,
Ridge View principal. :

According to Mrs, Eneix,;
Tract A is the heaviest enroll-]
ment-wise. Some transferring!

i
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| Predict future problems
for Romeoville schools

followed by a 15-day vacation onthas been done io alleviate the

problem but classes range from

However, according to school:32 to 40 pupils. Tract B aud C

classes have between 25 and 32
pupils.

Ridge View Scheol has a dif-
ferant problem than Park View.
Ridge View studen:s come from

lareas that are still being devel-
oped whereas Park View is situ- |

ated in an established area.
“We have iried to ke:» ahead
of the game,” said school board

ipresidectt James Bingle, “We

got somse breathing rocni with
the 45-1C plaa and can get by the
next two vears uniil we will
have the additional facilities
just passed in the special scheol
election,”

“Keeping ahead of the game"
will be ditficult for the school
district,

Bingle said it depe:ded on the
arowth.

“And we liave every reason to

helieve it (growih) will acceler-
ate in the future,” he said.
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e Children from Tracts A, B and C fill bike rack at Park View School
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The Beacon

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
TO ‘A’

" This month" marks the ‘

seventh annivérsaty of the

Beacon's_fatthiul 4nd pro-' N
lific ponucal pundlt lA.

Polit!cof, author of the

‘Hot Line”, This weeks’ _

column s the 203rd sub-
mitted,

‘A, Politico’, who has

chosen to. remain annony-
‘mous, has often presented
views contrary to those
held by the editors, At
times his offerings have
been downright maddening,
but nevertheless lueid and
mterestlng.

While many people know,
or think they know, who
our mystery welter 1s, we
our duty bound nct to re-

" veal his name in prini,.

The fact that he has re-

- mtained annonymous has, at
-times caused us izrief, but
" 1t bas been.wouta it,

The Beacon has andcon

:tinues to welcome articles

& controversial nature,
We do not ask that they
be views we .Sgree with,
only that t!ley be perti-
nent and lnteresting.

August 19, 1970

Page 17

A, Politito

-Less than two Tionths affer the Implementation of
‘the’ Valley View ‘45-15 Continuous- School Year Plan on
June 30, 1970, residents of the school district had en
excellent opportunity to express their collective dis-
pleasure with the changed system if they so desired,
Last Saturday, only 4 days-after the third of the four
tracks of students had interrupted their normal summer
vacations to go back to school, District 96 went to the
public with a 3-part buiiding referendum, Although
the referendum was only peripherally related to 45-15,
unhappiness with the 45-15 plan would cextainiy have been
shown by 2 negative vote, since this is traditionally

- the way the public expresses its feeling on any issue,

While. the. very favorable outcome of the referendum
(all 3 1ssues carried by substantiel margins) cannot be
said to be a particular endorsement- of 45-15, it does
show that the community was not necessarily linmediately
alfenated by the Plan, ‘which, in reality, has brought
far reaching changes to everyone's way of life, The
residents are apparently at least adopting a wait-and-gee
attitude as to the merits of year-round schools,

On another subject, we've never been able to get -

really excited about alledged violations -of the Scariano

Act-~~which restricts the +*secret meetings" of govern-

méntal bodies In Illinois, The press typlcally yells
when village or school offfclals hold executive sessions
or closed committee meetings. Likewlse, these officials
normally became irritated when newspapers imply that
there Is something not so kosher about secret meetings,

Newspapers IHke to get on their high horse when

. anyone attempts to restrict the flow of information to

the public~--and they should be Indignant about this,
fBr news coverage is the primary protection against
wrongdoing that the public has, Nevertheless, we feel
that all the legislation In the world can not stop public
officials from privately diseussing problems that face
them, How do you differentiate between a secret meet-
ing and a luncheon: eéngagement, for example, when
several village officlals get together for 2 meal and at
‘the same Hme hash over problems facing their com-
munity, The real solution to the problem,- we feel,
is not legislation (which only forces those involved
to call a secret meeting a private social gathering),
but rather .the election of officlals who have .demon~
strated that they. will work only for the betterment
of the community, . Far better to have an official that

~ will fight for the “public in privite than one who will

sell out thé community in public,
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Chicago Tribune

A Plan for Y

By Peter Negronida

Mr. Negronida is an education writer
for The Tribune,

“Whal's so sacred about the umu?
month school year?”

That question has been asked mo—.
years by school officials concerned

about the economic waste and educa-

tional inefficiency of thousands of
classrooms and millions of students idle
for more than two months every
summer.

The answer to their question—and the
factor that has stymied most attempts
at extending the school year to a
year-round basis—is tradition. Summer,
after all, has always been vacation time.

School distriets have been trying to
implement year-round school plans since
the turn of the century. Some have been
designed to save money by staggering
student attendance so more can be
taught in the same facilities; others to
improve education by giving the stu-

" dents more time in school; mna adew to

do both.

Many of the plans failed on their own
shortcomings. The others foundered on
the rocks of opposition from parents,
teachers, and students.

Must Eliminate Opposition

The elimination of opposition must be
a prerequisite to any successful year-
round school plan, whether it is

_undertaken to save money or improve

education.
A radical new plan which seems to do

t— 1 1

Sunday, August 23, 1970

Just Ew_" has m:m» mEm—.m& m—.oB a
surprising place®
Valley View ‘Elémentary maroz Dis-

* trict in Romegville, Will County. .

The-Valley View: district, one of the
largest in area: E ‘the state at 41%
square, miles, got-into the ‘gear-round

" school” business - only out of financial

necessity stemming from phenomenal

* " enrollment growth. In the 17 years

since it was formed out of six one-room
districts, it has grown from 89 students
to more than 5,000.

A constant stream of young families
moving into . new subdivision homes
forced the. <m=m< View School Board tc
build school after school until, by 1968,

its authority to sell construction gnnm :

was used up.
Divides Children’ in 4 ..mncﬁ.m

The district needed 60 -more - class-
rooms this year to take care of expected
enrollment growth and to start “the
kindergarten ‘program required by the

state -for 1970, so it was ouﬁozm that -

drastic action was required.

The alternatives, as outlined g mnrcz
Supt. Kenneth Hermansen, wefe these:
double shifts, increased class size, or a
year-round mnroS plan Eww would
postpone the need for construetion by
educating the additional children in
existing facilities. .

The board did not relish either of the

- first two, so it chose the third in spife of

the risk and uncertainty involved.

The result of that decision made its
debut June 30 as “The 45-15 Continuous
School Year Plan.” It divides Valley

<_msm pupils SS four mmouum. 2_@
three of which ztfend the district’s six

schools at the same time—on a staggered
schedule of 45 school nmwm followed by 15

vacation days.
To understand the 45-15 plan and how
it was conceived, it is necessary to know

~ what kinds of precedents Valley Sms

officials harl to work with.

Most previous year-round school anm
have been built around the September-
to-June school calendar that has been
standard thruout. the nozn:.% for 50
years. ,.

The miajor variations:;
© The trimester plan, It mscnnm:m Em
existing two seriesters just enough to fit
a third: ohe of equal length into the
summer <mnmco= period. It can be used
to save money if two-thirds of the pupils
are -forced -to" attend the summer
:_Bmmnm—. wnn take one of the other two
off, or to improve education if summer
attendance is optional so that E;Em can
take more courses.

@ The 124 plan, also called the con-
secutive quarter plan. It extends the
school year for all pupils, who attend

four 12-week gquarters in a row followed -
by only a four-week vacation before the -
next cycle starts. Not aimed at’saving’
money, it provides for accelerated or .

more intensive education.

© The 4-quarter plan, also called the
staggered quarter plan. It redivides the
two semesters of the usuai school year
into three quarters, and adds a fourth in
the sumimer. It .can be used to save

.money if three-fourths of the students

o

m.w-ﬁgma Schools

must " attend the .mE:Bm—. quarter mnn
take one of the other three off, or to
improve education if attendance at the
summer quarter is optional in' addition
to the other three.

® The 10-3 plan. It is a recent adapta-
tion of other systems, with pupils at-
tending four 10-weck terms with three-
week vacations between. If can be used
only on a compulsory basis, to give
children more class'time, because three
of the four terms fall short of the usual
180-day school year.

__5 Cost May Be Higher

" When year-round School . plans are
geared to give pupils a better education,
they inevitably cost more money than
the conventional-school year. In spite of

- that, several localities have 5& or will
try one plan or. another:

Atlanta and: mE.—.SEnEm Fu H ton
County,” Ga., have been on an optional
4-quarter system *.S. two_years on the
theory that it E.oc_..mm more educaticn’
fof :the added “cest. It has” ﬁon
mnnmunmnnm. m:@ﬁ: be continued. .

- Louisville and mﬁnoé&nm um’mmnmon
QSE? Ky, m%un& the same kind “of
-plan for.implementation in‘the next year
oF two. ,om_ﬁam hope for some savings
to offset added costs if enough students
elect to attend the summer quarter and
take one of the others off. .

One elementary school in Hayward,
Cal,, has been on the 10-3 system for two

Turn to page 3, §» M
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Continued from page 1

years; with encouraging results in
student performance.

The major advantage of 10-3 over
other plans is elimination of learning
loss.. That is the tendency of students to
forget things over a long vacation, which
forces teachers to spend excessive time
on review.

Where the goal of a year-round school
plan has been to save money by
postponing or avoiding constiuction of
more schools, the plan has fiSually run
into enough opposition to prevent im-

_ plementation.

Few parents wat their  children in
school during the traditional’ summer
vacation period and out for three months
in fall, winter, or spring. And few school
officials haye been able.to cope with the
added admlmstrative burden of making
and mamtammg a compulsory staggered
schedule.

Wxth that record of failure before

avoided by offering a wide choice of
contracts: anything from.180 days on
the same schedule as one of the student
groups to 244 days w1th only one
vacation.

Overcome Major Obstacles

““Year-round school has failed in the
past because of lack of public support

and administrative inability to handle

scheduling,” said James R. Gove,

assistant superintendent and project
director. “Today we can say ‘hogwash’ '

to both.”

The adoption of 45-15 gives Valley
View a breather from its space problem,
but anticipated enrollment growth 'to
more than 20,000 by 1980 means that
:n)anv more school buildings will be

EMCEG
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them, Valley View school officials had to
start almost at the beginning if they
hoped to succeed.

It’s Almost All New.

The only features of earlier plans they ..

incorporated were division of stdents
into four groups’for staggered attend-
ance, and short attendance and vacation
periods to minimize opposition and
learning loss.

Pat.. Page, the dzstrlct s research

director, spent weeks drawing up
schedules until he arrived at one with a
cycle of nine weeks of classes and three
weeks.of vacation.
-But even that proved impractical,
because the uneven pattern of holidays
thru the year made some attendance
periods shorter than others.

The only solution, he and other
officials found, was to junk the notion
that school should start on Monday and
end on Friday. Their final plan is based
on school days—45 in class and 15 on

Indeed, even before implementing
45-15, the School Board decided it would
need a tax rate increase, a hond issue,
and an interest-free loan from the
Illinois School Building Commission for

" one- new™buildihg and two additions

totaling 60 rooms.

In putting their proposals before the
voters, officials said that the 60
classrooms .needed.. under 45-15 would
have been 80 if the district were still on
a traditional calendar.

The three propositions came up this
month, and were passed by margins

‘ranging up to almost 2 fo 1. Elated
" officials interpret the result as a vote of

confidence in 45-15.

The federal government alsp has
confidence in 4515 as _a promising
venture, backing it with a $43,000 grant
to finance a 10-year study of costs and
educational benefits. '

in addition, dozens of other school

districts have -inquired about the plan,

vacation—-even if a term begins or ends
on a Wednesday. Thus each attendance
period has exactly 45 days, and four
periods a year add up to the required 180
school days.

~* Atfendancé of the four groups is stag-
gered at intervals of 15 school days,
‘so that group A, which started 4515 on
June 30, ends its first 45 days in class

Just in time for group D to start. Group”

A’s 15-day vacation ends when group B
finishes its 45 days in class, and so forth,

Another - problem solved at Valley
View was dividing children into groups
so that brothers and neighbors are all
on the same schedule.

Officials took a house-by-house census
and then created four equal groups
along geographic lines.- Brothers and :

neighbors go to school atthe same time,
but they may go to different. schools in
order to balance class sizes among the
schools . e

Possible teache T opposmon was

including-some in the Chicago area with:
the same financial woes.

So far, 45-15 is in operation in only 6né
other place—~the Francis Howell Ele-
mentary School District in St. Charleés,
Mo. Surprisingly, tho, Valley View ‘and
Howell developed their plans inde-
pendently, and neither knew what the
other was’ doing until Howell began
year-round operation in one school on an
experimental basis in the summer of
1969. j

Nobody claims that 45-15 is THE
answer to the year-round school ques:
tion. Valley View-Sehool Supt. Herman-
sen said it was “‘just the way we decxdﬁd
to solve our particular problem.” :

The 45-15 system would probab]y be an
administrative nightmare in any schgol’
district as ‘large as Chicago or even
Rockford, but a majority of the districts
in the state are comparable in size aird
financial situation to Valley View.

And for those districts, 45-15 is -am
approach that is well worth looking into:
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Valley View
All-year
classes
working

By Diane Monk

Some of the kids still say they’d prefer not
to go to school at all, but educators rate the
first two months of year-round classes in

- Valley View School District 96 as an un-
-qualified success.

“In fact, it’s going so smoothly that we’re
scared,”’ said Kenneth Hermausen, superin-
tendent of the Will County school district,
which began operating on a year-round sched-
ule last June 30.

The Valley View plan, dubbed. “45-15,”
eliminates long summer. vacations and re-
places them with four 45-day class sessions,
cach followed by a three-week vacation.
School also closes during Christmas week,
Easter week and for at least one week in
Julv.

"OL OFFICIALS have received almost
ne plaints from parents or teachers about,
th  ar-round plan, says James R. Gove, an
ass. .ant superintendent.

But Tracy Howe, a fourth grader at the
district’s Park View School, told a reporter:

“You can’t nl2y much football with things
this way, and I don’t like it.

“you really can’t do anything at all with 15

- days off in the middle of winter.”

THE DISTRICT’S 40,000 residents got their

| first chance to react to the plan last Satur-

day, when a three-part referéndum was held
on 2 school building program. Voters ap-
proved all three proposals, including one for
the jssuance of $845,000 in bonds.

Grove said taxes in the elementary dis-
trict, which feeds pupils to the Lockport
Twp. high schools, went up 15 times because

. the number of children in the schools kept

.Jan Crockett,

growing.
- When the district was iormed 17 years ago,
there were only 200 puplls Now there are 6,
800 students attending the district’s five ele-
mentary schools aud one junior high school.

The 41-square-mile_district includes two
villages, Bolingbrook and Romeoville, where
the district is headquartered. Eight per cent
of the district is unincorporated.

BY ADOPTING THIE year-round school
plan, the district gained the equivalent of two
30-room buildings without spending a penny
on construction.

The students now are divided into four
groups, three of which attend 45-day sessions
simultaneously. Classrooms no longer stand
empty during the surmmer months.

The district’s operating costs have not in-
creased, but its teachers now have the oppor-
tunity to work all year and thus make more
money, and 67. per cent of Valley View’s fac-
ulty decided to teach year-round this year.

Gove said Valley View’s_is the only com-

" pulsory, year-round schoot plan now being op-

erated on a districtwide basis in the United
States.

“It's a good answer to the problem of too
many taxes and too few .classrooms,” said
a year-round kindergarten
teacher at Park View School.

Mrs. Virginia Trent, who has three children
in Valley View elementary schools, said sha
liked the year-round plan because “the kids
always got so bored in the summer.”



-3

& i

¥

b }
Rt

O

ERIC

g [Rratro ronssi e

Joliet, lilinois, Tuesday, September 1, 1970

”Va"ﬁéy View opens

enrollment center

ROMEOVILLE — The Val-
ley View Elementary School
District has opened an enroll-
ment center to simplify the
procedire by which new resi-
dents of the scheal district can
enroll their children.

This school district, espe-
cially’in the Village of Romeo-
ville and in the Village of Bo-
lingbrook, is a very rapidly
growing area.” New families
literally move in every day.
By having an enrollment cen-
ter, new families car get in-

‘formation about the school

district and the specific school
assignments for their children
in one trip.

" :Valley -View schools offer

grades Kkindergarten through
eighth in six schools. The
school district, one of the larg-
est elementary school districts
in area in the state, covers
4114 square miles.

The ernrollment center pre:
pares the cumulative folders
and the. health records for
each child, thereby saving
clerical time and insuring that
the records are complete.

All public elementary school
children attend classes under
the Valley view 45-15 contin-
uous school year plan. Chil-
dren are assigned to an at-
tendance schedule according
to the area in which they live.

The children attend. 45 class
days and then have a 15 class
day vacation. This gives all
children a vacation at Easter,
a vacation at Christmas, a va-
cation at the 4th-of July, and a
three week vacation in each of
the four seasons of the year.
So far this scheduling plan has
saved the school district six

million dollars in building con-
struction costs.

As a result of the 45-15 con-
tinuous school year plan, each
child participates in a wide
range of activities both in and
out of school and better use is
made of valuable schoo! facil-
ities and resources.

All new famiiies get a copy
of the 45-15 calendar and a
careful explanation of how the
plan works. In addition, all
new families get a copy of an
18 page ‘‘Fact Book for Par-
ents” which gives information
about the school district and
the community. .

Builders and land devel-
_opers are particularly inter-

ested in the enrollment center
because it makes for a smooth

entrance for the family into.

the community.

Mrs. Marlene Capps is the
registrar. The phone number
of the enrollment center is 838-
8762. It is located at West
View Junior High School at
the corner of Belmont Drive
and 135th Street in Romeoville.

SO
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New laow makes full-year
school plan feasible

By Illinols Bar Association
* ." Summer-long vacations may
goon be a thing of the past for

- some school pupils in Illinois.
A new state law makes it eas-
dewfor local school boards to

district already has taken that
step.. .

The idea is not to spe- 1 up the
educational process, ut to
make more efficient use of
school facilities, employ teach-

cases, eliminate the need for
double sessions. Tite plan may
also provide relief for the tax-

cal school construction require-
ments.
The law allows school boards

payers since it could reduce lo-

oping full-year school schedules.
The main requirement.is that
each student shall attend classes
for not less than 180 days mor
more than 185 days during a 12-
month period, including not
more than four teacher-institute

sadppt full-year school plans —
gnd. at least one Hlinois school

reduce class sizes and, in

ers for a longer-working period,

some

a great deal of latitude in-devel-

days. :

g oo

-

Local schobl districts adopting
the plasi must submit a calendar
of 186-day school terms for ap-
proval by the State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction. One
such plan, adopted by the Valley
View School District in Will
County, is the so-called 45-15 ar-

rangement. Students are.divided
into four groups, with each at-
tending school for 45 continuous
school days followed by 15
school days off. Starting dates
are staggered so that only three
groups attend school at any one
time. All the pupils are out of

school on legal holidays and an
effort is made to keep children
from the same famiiy on the
same schedule. '

Under the law, teachers inay
not be required to teach more
than 185 days during the school
year but they aré not prohibited
from voluntarily téaching for
longer periods. S

The new law (Senate Bill 1458)
is an araendment to the old full-
year school law. The latter
allowed school districts to oper-
ate schools on a 12-month calen-
dar by dividing a 233-day school
term into quarters, It provided
that 75 per cent of the pupils en-
rolled in each grade had to be in
attendance during each quarter.
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