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PREFACE

We wish to acknowledge the guidance provided to
us by the following individuals in our first venture
into the utilization of federal assistance in the
area of elementary educational research:

Mr. Joseph A. Murnin, Director, Educational
Research - Region 5.

Mrs. Ellen G. Dye, Research Associate, Region 5.

Dr. William Rogge, Professor of Education,
University of Illinois.

Without this assistance the Valley View 45-15
Continuous School Year Plan may have been delayed.

This plan as seen by Mr. Robert M. Beckwith,
Manager, Education Department, Illinois State Chamber
of Commerce, is "a new chapter in the history of
American education."
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I INTRODUCTION

This final report seeks to answer questions that
other researchers, educators, and laymen will ask about
the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School Year Plan.

In order to understand the 45-15 Plan one must
necessarily have some background of Valley View School
District #96. Then.the 45-15 Plan will be described in
detail with an analysis of how. this 45-15 Plan affects
various adpects of the school and community. A chrono-
logical summary of significant happenings and their
implications. after the plan began operations is
significant.

Much of the information in the various sections
of this report is deliberately repetitious so that,
while the section will not necessarily stand alone
as a meaningful document, the section will be more or
less self-contained.

What is the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School
Year Plan? Answer: It is a scheduling plan whereby
the staff members and physical facilities are utilized
more days of the year than they would be utilized
under a traditional September through May school year.

Why was the 45-15 Plan developed and implemented?
Answer: The 45-15 Plan was developed out of necessity.
It was not designed primarily as an experimental plan,
an innovation, or a way to add more days of classroom
instruction for the pupils. In the framework of this
report it should be noted that almost every man,
woman, and child in Valley View District #96 will be
affected by this scheduling system.

This plan was developed by professional educators
many of whom live in the boundaries of District #96
and whose children will attend school under this plan.
The school board members who made the final decision
on whether or not the school district would be oper-
ated under this plan are all residents of District #96,
aware of the fact that they will have frequent contact
with the parents, businessmen, staff, and others who are
greatly affected by this plan,and who are responsive
to the needs and wants of their voters who elected
them to the school board.

Two other points should be noted. First, this report
is to tell people about the 45-15 Plan--not necessarily
to sell them on the idea that this plan should be
adopted by all other school districts. Secondly,
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it should be noted that this plan is not a panacea
for all problems which are present in the typical
school district. The plan may solve problets of lack
of classroom space and a few other selected problems,
but it will not itself serve as an answer to school
districts which are plagued by some typet of problems.

In short, Valley. View School District #96 had a
problem. Researching found an. answer to this problem.
The solution is Working and indicates that it will
continue to work. .Other school districts may have
similar type problems that may be wholly or partially
solved by means of a rescheduled school year.

This report tells of the work and planning done,
data collected and. developed, the experience gained,
and the rationale for Various decisions.
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II A. VALLEY VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #96

(GENERAL AREA)

Valley View District #96 is closely connected with
several cities. It is a few miles north of Joliet, the
county seat.of.Will'County.. The city of Joliet was
founded in .1831 and incorpdrated by the-Illlbois General
Assembly in 1857. The.firSt-settlerS in this area of the
Des Plaines River Valley were attracted by'the fertile
soil in the gently rolling prarie terrain,.eaSy access to
large quantitieS of soft coal, 'a wide variety of stand-
ing timber, and the DeS'PlaineS. River as a means.of trans-
portation.

At the present time Joliet is a transporation
center in this section of the Midwest. The Illinois Deep
Water Way (the'IlIinoIsMichigan Canal and the ChiCagO
Ship and Sanetary Canal) carries a tremendous amount of
barge traffic. Illinois Waterway is a method of bulk
shipment from Lake Michigan (hence all the five great
lakes and the Saint Lawrence Seaway) to the Gulf of Mexico
and all inland ports on the Mississippi-Ohio-Missouri-
Tennessee Rivers System. Shipments of coal, petroleum
products, chemicals, grain, and manufactured goods total
27 million short tons per year. To give some perspective
on thist, the Lockport Locks at the southeast tip of the
school district handles more 2eight tonnage per year
than the Panama Canal.

The 1950 census of Will County was 134,336; the
1969 population was 233,000. Much of this growth of
100,000 persons was in the Valley View School District.

I

Joliet ranks 8th in population in Illinois but ranks
6th in retail sales in Illinois. Will County serNres a
trading area of 1200 square miles with a population of
250,000.

Commercial air transportation from Midway Airport
and O'Hare International Airport in Chicago is only 25
miles and 30 miles respectively from the center of
District #96.
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Six bus lines, 79 motor freight lines, and seven
major railroads serve the Joliet Region--Will County area
with daily passenger and/or freight service.

Lockport, Illinois, Joliet, Illinois, and the imme-
diate surrounding area within 15 minutes driving distance
from Romeoville-Bolingbrook .has 300 manufacturing in-
dustries, producing 2000::different products. The principal
productsAncIUde railroad eciUipment and materials, semi
finished iron -and steel'goodsk'steel tanks, wire, shoes'
and leather goods, books; Wallpaper, many kinds of chemicals,
packaging machinery,' road building.and earth moving
machinery, furniture'manufacturing,Taarseries, .clay and
cement:products,. native:, stone and finished stone fOr
construction- purposes,, electrical power generating,
lumber processing, sand and gravel.

StateVille (more commonly called Joliet Prison),
is on the south boundary .of the school district.



II B. '"''''VALLEY VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #96

(HISTORY)

School District #96 consists of grades Kindergarten
through eight. It is located in Northeastern Will
County, in the. State of Illinois. The district's
boundaries inClUde 5/6th .of DuPage Township, 1/6th of :a
section of Wheatland.ToWnship,. and 1/3rd of Lockport.
township.

In area, District #96 is one of the largest
.

elementary school districts in the State of Illinois.
Due to the proximity. Of the,Chicago Sanitary and Ship
Canal, itheAulf, 1Mobile','; nd Ohio, the Chicago:and
Indiana Western, and the:Santa Fe Railroads, and'the ex-
cellent highways such as inter -state 55, connecting with
interstate 89, the district is in a position to attract
industry and much more residential population.

The area that now comprises School District #96-
was once divided into 8-1 room country schools.

An'interebting part of the districtts'hidtory is .

centered on the Village of Romeovilie, at present one,of
two only incorporated areas within the district. Romeo-
vile was originally planned as a romatic twin for Juliet,
(later called Joliet.) Romeoville is located ten miles
north. of the city of Joliet, Illinois. The village was
originally developed around the busy stone quarry trade
along with a railroad that stimulated commerce in the
middle IYth-oentury. The'area supplied much of'the
stone needed:in early railroad'building and other con -.
struction, and it was known as "Stone City." Only the
coming of concrete brought a decline in the :areas activity
and population. Officially, Romeoville waS'iiiOrPorated
in Illinois on January 21, 1895

In 1952', six'One-room country schools were,unified..
by annexatiOn'..Iri-1953,* one more one -room
school was annexed. Thus, forming School District-#96.
At that time the population of Romeoville, the only
incorporated area, was 150. The population was rel-
atively stable until 1957

In 1957, 600 acres were taken into the Village of
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Romeoville and the first Hampton Park sub-division was
started. Soon afterwards, many more sub-divisions
began construction in the rural area with several more
sub-divisions of Hampton Park. All of the housing
developments have grown at a very rapid rate. The
rural areas of the district have experienced a build-
up, and several of the sub-divisions have formed the
Village of Bolingbrook, Illinois.

From a beginning enrollment of 89 students in
1953 to the district's current enrollment (1969-70)
of 5,500 students, the taxpayers of District #96
have continually been able to provide the highest
quality of education and up-dated facilities for
their children.

This tremendous effort of support on behalf of
the. taxpayers' of District #96 is outlined in the
following description of each of the District #96
SchOols

VALLEY VIEW SCHOOL

Valley View School was constructed in 1953-54,
with building additions made between the years 1955. o
1959. The school has 31 classrooms and a capacity of:
930 pupils.

PARK VIEW SCHOOL

Park View School was.00nstruCted in 1.9.62-63 with
building additions made between the years. 1963-64.
The school has A4 classrooms and a capacity of 1,200
pupils.

. .

NORTH VIEW SCHOOL

North View School was constructed in 1963-64.
The building has 31 clasSrooms and a capacity of.-
1,000:pupils.
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WEST VIEW JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

West011eunior'High School was constructed in
1966-67. The building-has teaching stations rather.'
than traditional classrooms and a capacity of 1,200
pupils.

BROOK VIEW SCHOOL

Brook View Schoolwa6 constructed in 1968 -69..
The building'has 16 classrooms and capacity of
480 'pupils

RIDGE VIEW-SCHOOL

Ridge View School was completed in 1969. The
building has 16 classrooms and a capacity of 480 pupils.

Thus, the total capacity of students in the
6 District #96 Schools is 5,290 pupils with a
present current enrollment of 5,500 pupils from 1st
through 8th grade.

The construction of the 6 previously cited
schools, has, as has been pointed out, a result
of a tremendous growth within District #96. Another
result of constructing the 6 previously cited schools
in the district has bonded itself to a 98% level.

Presently in the State of Illinois, District #36
can only by law bond for building purposes a maximum
of 5% of the district's assest evaluation. Consequently,
in 1968, District #96 was faced with the problem with
having to live with its 6 school buildings, and at the
same time, having to house the continued growth of
students in its schools.

A simple solution to overcoming this problem would
have been to build more schools. As was pointed out,
it could not be done. The taxpayers of District #96
had approved borrowing the maximum Mount of money for
building purposes under state law. As a result of
District #96's problem, there could be as many as 60
student-plus in one classroom or half day sessions.
District #96 not only faced the problem of housing
additional students, in grades 1-8 through the 1970's
but the district also faced the problem of meeting the
state law affective in 1970 which required the school
district to provide a kindergarten education.
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Thus, the Board of Education of District #96 at
its August 26th, 1968 Board of Education meeting,
approved the following resolution. .

"I move that the Board of Education of School
District #96 direct the District Administrative team to
begin, possibilities of up-dating the District #96 school
calendar. That the ultimate primary Purpose.of,these
investigative procedures shall be to design a sound
educational program for the extended use of school.
facilitieS' and personnel in DiStrict #96. AlsO,
that the Administrative-Team. make recommendations
to the Board of Education on their findings and
that these recommendations shall be made with the
expressed purpose of up-dating the District #96
school calendar no later than the 1971-72 school
year."
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II C VALLEY VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #96
T.

, (HITORICAL PERSPECTIVE)°

The Valley View School bistrict #96, ten years ago,
was a rural area surrounding the small town.of Romeoville
which.isastride the:Illinois Riverand is forty-five
miles south west of Chicago. The suburban ekplosion .

overtook'it in 1962.' From A stable SchOol PopulatiOn of
200 pupils, it'has grown in the last eight years to 7,200
and probably will not stop until it reaches 15,000-or
more by 1980 or later. The assessed evaluation per
student dropped from $130000.to $23,000 in tenyears
becauSe homes rapidly overwhelmed business, industry, and
farmland: The new families represent the flight frOM
high density Chicago communities' at Well' ai.seekers tOr
the new job opportunities in nearby Argonne Nrational
Laboratory, the.WestOn Nuclear ReaCtor.and other enter-
prises The community has assessed .itself to its legal
limit for the construction of new school' buildings which
are not 'enough to. take dare of indreases in en-
rollment.. Hencei,some expanded. use of existing facilities
was required: The.solution 'was the Valley View 45-15
Continuous SchoolYear:Plan -.a staggered vacation ap
proach. The district's experience with double shifts'at
two schools. earlier ruled out shifts as an acceptable
solution.' .Events :happened this way-

About twotwo years ago,' a member of the Board of Ed-
ucation recommended to the Superintendent that a study
be made of year -round school operations. An initial
timetable f ,ab6ut three 'years was envisioned', but
quicklyombUntibg:Interett in the plan changed the time-
table fronvajttreeyeartudy. to a two-year tooling up.
and implementation plan . .

.
:

Twa:majot forces::.s.peeded T p the action. The'first.
was the rapidOgrowth.:ot the'-District, fr0102,400 in
1961-6R_tg5,;ACOein-.1968T.-69The seconcrPOce was, in
contrast,,,tWaSsessed Valuation per papill;Whioh.-
dropped from $71,083 in 1960 to $23,472 in 1968. The
result of the two forces was to bring the District to
the limit of its bonding power. Sufficient classroom
space was becoming increasingly difficult to achieve.
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The first calendar was produced in October 1968.
The prototype visual presentation was ready by December,
1968.

Next a combination slide-type presentation was
prepared. All faculty, parents who attended parent -
teacher meetings and other interested community people
heard7the presentation at least once. Opportunities were
given for questions and answers.. Other publicity in-
cluded newspaper. articles, "dial-.a-message" presentations,
and radio and television announcements.

However,the detailed consequences of the program
were not., posed until the actual scheduling of individual
students was begun. .A: contract was made with .an out-
side computer-servicee company to test the cost and
possibility of working through computers. The actual
work was initiated in June, 1969 and was completed,
after several adjustments, by December so that written
announcements could be mailed to all families in January.
The announcement told each family which of the four va-
cation groups it would be in. Up to that time, this
proved to be the most critical operation of the whole
planning. process.. The announcement made real to the
family that the Plan was a fact. If a major resistance
were to occur, then letters and phone calls in protest
would deluge the district. Instead, only twenty-four
phone calls and letters were received, and most of these
sought clarification and not relief.

The next toughest job was the scheduling of the
teachers which progressed through two major stages.
a task force was.formed to study the ramifications of
the-Plan, for professionals. They came forth with a series
of recommendations, the most importantipeing that in-
dividual teachers have an option about the length of
their contract and that three teachers could form a
team or "cooperative" schedule. Second, the principals
-then worked with the teachers to produce the actual
schedules, under.the direction of a coordinator.
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E!,102t:is important 'to: undeStand thaitthe' decision to
go with"the.45-15'Plantather than Ohetif, the":Other tWO
brokeh vacation designs was not a'OreciPitouS'Iohc. While
noIarge expenditurelof reSourCeS-wWmade ih reaching,.
that decision, the expenditure was reEtiCted'deliberate-
ly. It seemed' far 'better to concentrate'instudyinethe
variations And consequ&ices of one'planthan to Spend.
more time in.coMparing plans.' There .seeMedrto be far
more significant variables :within eaCh"plan that needed
attention:than between pland:' Whether this Was a wrong
decision .or not ,cannotibe determinedrWith sul2t4ble final-
Itgaultil some othelYschool-disfidct triei3Out the other
plans. in the neW'cliillate-of "tax-payer revolts :w While

isFtrue-that 'applitabibnLOf other yea-rollnd Plans
before:WWII all'iretulted ..irk eVeritUal abandonment, con-
ceivably one or more might survive now. HoweNier, an
important lesson of these terminated programs was the
resistance of the communities to a kind of cavalier
treatment of the traditional summer vacation. It was
either shoved to other times of the year or omitted.

Most families in the Valley View District view the
breaking up of the summer vacation as an equally accept-
able concept to the solid three months of vacation, or
an actual improvement. (See review in Section V,
"Possible Alternative Plans.") In hindsight, the de-
cision to study one plan in depth looks even better now.
Far more complexity exists than ever conceived of
initially. A, second hindsight is an awareness now that
the concept of staggered vacations, inherent to the
45-15 Plan, and the means of reducing classroom space,
had a peculiar air of obviousness, despite no real ex-
perience with staggered vacation in education. It was
as if no one ever really thoUght about staggered va-
cations in education, yet when the 45-15 Plan began to be
seriously discussed, it was, well, "just so obvious."

Next, the staff produced a visual representation of
the staggered vacations. For the next year, it became
the core of all discussion. One could look at it and
easily provide many answers to the question, "What are
all of the consequences if this calendar were to be put
into effect in the Valley View School District #96,
Lockport, Illinois?"
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In the meantime, interest was.generated.in several
outside groups andagendiet: :,FirSt,the-Regional
Office of the USOE'(Chitago;IlIinO0) contracted for
-the: activities deSCribed in this report' (See, especially
Section IV):: Second, theStatCSuperintendent of.PUhlib

. Instruction', Ray Page, and:severa.1 members of his staff_
heIpedin-struggling through the many legal entanglements.
This resulted in the enactment of:spec4fic
making it_clear that the'activities:Were legal and that
the school district was entitled tO full reimbursement
of State Aid. Third, the upog signed-a:Contract with
the school district to prepare a comprehensive evaluation
design and collect base line data, the work to be .com-
pleted by.July 31, 1970. Fourth; many state and national
newspapers.and.other periodicals have printed.articles
about-the :'

.

:.;

' 1;:.
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ASSESW;VALUATION
SCHOOL DISTRICT #96

SCHOOL
YEAR

ASSESSED
VALUATION

1953-1954 $ 14,426,747

1954-1955 16,943,827

1955-1956 30,248,256

1956-1957 36,375,813

1957-1958 52,817,880

1958-1959 55,703,725

1959-1960 59,218,245

1960-1961 63,974,810

1961-1962 65,619,359

1962=1963 69,495,162
r

1963=1964 87,315,323

1964-1965 91,671,252

1965-1966 95,064,591

1966-1967 97,747,511

1967-1968 112,647,949

1968-1969 1i6,000,000

1969-1970 120,000,000
,

1970-1971 126,600,00000

1971-1972 132,000,000**

**Estimated

JPP
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$ %

INCREASE INCREASE

2,517,080 17.5

13,304,429 78.5

6,127,577 20.2

16,442,067 45.2

2,885,845 5.4

6.33,514,520

4,756,565 8.o

1,644,549 2.5

3,875,803 5.9

17,820,161 25.5

4,355,929 4.9

3,393,339
37

2,682,920 2.8

14,900,438 15.2

3,353,051 2.9
,

4,000,000 3.4

6,000,000 5.o

6,000,000
,

4.7
, r1



YEARLY ;;.CHANGE IN
ASSESSED VALUATION PER PUPIL

SCHOOL DISTRICT #96

scHooL
YEAR'

%1TALIJATION
PER PUPIL CHANGE CHANGE

1953-1954

1954-1955

1955-1956

195671957

$ 162,098

118,486

184,441

181,879

$ 43,612

65,955

2,562

- 26.9

+ 35.8,

1.4

79,596 + 43.8
1957-1958

- 041,475
7,116 - 2.7

1958-1959 254,359
145,100 57.0

1959-1960 109,259
38,176 - 35.8

1960-1961 '71,083
24,212 - 34 .0

1961 -1962 46,871
9,.80.7 - 20.9.

1962-.1963 37,064
683

196371964 36,381 4,911 - 13.5
196,471965 31,470

2,819 -
1965-1966 28651

2,710 - 9.5
1966-1967 .25,941

15 -, 1.0
1967-1968 ,25,926

2,454 - 9.5 i

3.968-1969 , :23,472
2,032 8.7.

196?7,1970 21,440
4,025 - 18.8'

1970-4971* 17,415**
915

1971-1972 16,500**

* Kindergarten begins
**Estimated

JPP



III THE VALLEY VIEW 45-15 CONTINUOUS SCHOOL YEAR PLfiN

The basic format of.the,plaft.is.VerYStudents are in school for 45 school days and out for15 school days. The total cycle of 60 (45 ± 15)school days, added to weekends and vacations, comes toaboutthreej,mbnths: F6iir-cYcles'Make. up a year. Figure 1is a schematic representation for one year.

I 45 - 15

..

Figure ,1

One year

45 - .

However,' in.Prder to: haverthe.sch061.:in continuousoperation, only one fourth of the students are on va-cation at any onetime..HenCe, the students: are pl'aced--,in fbUr, groups thatar6staggered by 15-day.periods.
..Ii.thi's fashion, three fourths of the.ttUdents,are-al-ways- in school.

; - -

Figure 2

Periods (one period * 15 school days)
!One year

NOTE: The arrows -indicate the periods
during :which a group is in schoOL.
The blank spaces are vacation
perlodsf



Eng.7 A

B

C

D

Eng.8 A

B

C

D

Math.7 A

B

C

D

Math.8 A

B

C

D

Band L:-(1/2)- E E
.!

F F F
1 ,

Library 21 GIG 'GI

Figure 3

Tracks and teacher assignment.variations possible in

Valley View's Juniorlligh School

Peilods (One period = 15 school,days)
.

8,,9 10 11 12

N N !N
.

vi. M , L ; R.

-,,.;, ::: .1 rt

.14 N j/
1_-'-

L ..i __L ./ 0 o
I / ;

i1. i
o . o ---L/ N

M M ',..M 1/
/ . i .1,'' ''!.

P Q -. M4....PIT P

t

Ex-
tension

16 1 2/

E E E

101-1 F iF

Cd G G !1-1 H GI GIG IGi-G
1

NOTE: Because tracks C & D start later and extend into the second
year, it is assumed in this illustration that teacher
contracts are extended. to complete tracks C & D.
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r..1.6.;ALI 4

Summary of Figure 3

Days on _

Teacher YeaT.ContraqiExtension-

L 225 1

M 195

N 210 30

225 5

CotaT
:ContrOf 'Groups 2 NIOrked With

' 225 (4) Eng 74,B,C,D

'(2) lq.g,7.-743; Eng 8-A.

24.0. (1.5t*O4:,C,D; Eng8-B,D

2403 ;(4),ng.77A,C,D;Eng8-A,
(Sc 8-D)

24o --- 21.10 (4) 'Eng

Q 210 15 225

R :60 30 9P (3) Eng 8-D

180 180 (1) Sc 7-A

T .180 18o (1). Sc 7 -B

V 210 15 225 (5) Sc 7-C,D; Sc 8-A,
:B C

15
180 (2)'s647.1.43)

X 225 30 255 (4) Sc 7-D; Sc 8-A,B,c

Y 150 30 180 (2) Sc 8 -C,D

225. 225 (4) 2:-.! 7-D; Sc 8-A,B,D

2,700 180 2,880

E (Band) 210(h) 210 (1/2)

F (Football)135.::(.3./5) 135 (1/5)

G (Library) 210 210

H
stitute)' 60

means..thatNt.:::bas extra days' into the
next contract

::

Perigd tOcbmplete a 45 day period with one
oiasS-Or.students-,,-

Groups are not basdomability but on geographical areas.

3. Fifteen days are as "substitute" to cover Science 8-D,
14th period.
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The initial study by district personnel was made
in September-October 1968. All available liter?,ture
was read which made obvious that a critical variable had

, ,
not beftn,testedAn,-the:',fewryear-round operations that
'had been tried out. The three-month long vacation,

given in the summer, was either moved to
another season of the year for part of the student

, P9.Pulq,:tion,, or movpdlentirely-sa that a student at-
'terided twelve months a year. Not tried was breaking up
the vacation into two, three, or four parts and spread-
ing it throughout the year. All earlier attempts at

:1

y /e4r-oland;pperation'vere abandoned for various reasons.
- ; -

(nPlie)reason always seemed present, however, strong emotional
resistance existed against long vacations in any. season

-but summer,,or against sending students to school for
twellie months.

-)1

. ,

The literature also showed a disappointing lack

r .0depth inrthe available research and evaluation studies.
h.. Most of the questions that were raised by the study

group in School District #96 .Qould_not_be-answered ad-
---equately-b-y past experience. It was soon evident that

what\was tojbecome the Valley View 45-15 Year-Round-Plan
could be a pioneer effort both in operation and .,in eval-

)Luatpnn.

,,:7) :cr,...7AfterXhe decidldn was mad g about breaking tip the
traditional three-month vacation one other question re-
mained. Should two, three, or four vacation peripds be
pla4n07 Xpchematieji,epresentation is shown in Figure 1.

n

N.

. .

"90-30"

"60-20"

"45-15"

Figure 5

___-.0rileYear (12 Months)

,1 (2 3 4 5 6 -7- -8 9 10 11 12

School Vas-

Schoal

School ! V School 1 V 1School I V I School

The staff was then forced with a dilemma. Should
all of the remaining exploratory activity be spent on i

comparing the three alternatives, or on studying in great--
er depth all of the options possible under one plan? The
dilemma was resolved by comparing all of tWppssible good
and poor features that the staff,cOU1.0.;COCONR of. A
summary of these considerations :isApicOpIngure 2
However, despite all of the pluses and minuses listed,
one over-riding consideration existed .77 Wha.p.,yacation
;.pattern will the community most likely -acCdpt?

it



Vacations'

Figure 2

Staff judgements on three broken - vacation plans:

-VbA:,4"(01 "60-20" "45-15"

Month and a half
.

.

too long in any pe-
yiodbut_summer
Half of families
would,not have any
vacation near or dur-
ing summer (--).

Month -long vacation
not satisfactory in
winter. () 4- Some
families would not
have summer vaca-
tion (--).

T1:11-46 Weeks of
.

va.,

cation in each
--sason-Of'the year
for all families (±)
1afi111es have more
flexibility in com-
bihineWith legal
holidays (±). SOffie
families might ob-
ject to the shorter
but more numerous
vacations (-).

Both faculty and
students would be
changed around
less often (t-).
,More., easily ex-
plaideg,to commu-

Scheduling nityjp:,

Continuity

Too similar to
traditiOnal vaca-
tion during which
children lose con-
tact with schools
( -).

-19-

-More-fleXibility
possible (±-).
Difficult to ex-.
plain to the-COM-.
munity (-).

Short vacations
often_give._
respite to stu-
dents but keep
them emotionally
closer to school
(±±).
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Finances

Busing .

- ,

Adminis-
Htration

Figure 2
(cont.)

. .,. .

"90-30" "60-20" "45-15"

No evident differences...

.

:, c.: :::;
. .

..: Schedules need

.'changing less
bften: (I-) .

.... -: jo,.

,,,,r)fq :-;:i

-..--..

,.- .

____ ____ _ .,_ ....__,

.

%..

___.

-

_ _

.

.
.

.

.

.

.

.

,

.

.

. ..

.
...______ _

.. _
.

,
,

:

.80P4q/Ps need
.,.c4ngin& eVery. 3 . .

Weeks, . but: the
cycles occur so
regularly most
schedules could be
repeated every 4 5

More paper 'work
for. principals
and ,some, others .,.--

. .

-20-
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is

1. Children from one family are on one group.
This obviously permits the whole family to
have vacations at the same time.

2. Families in small geographical areas are
placed in the same group. This permits
neighborhood informal social groups to
continue.

3. When one group goes on vacation, another
group comes back from vacation. Ordinarily,
the returning groups will go to the rooms
just vacated.

If the teacher remains in one room which'
is possible if she works the full year, then
she will have a different group of students
every 415)school days. If the teacher takes
her vacations to match one group, which is'
possible if she works only 180 days, then
she will change rooms to match the students.

No one variation has been incorporated in-
to the plan in order to give teachers maximum-
flexibility. Teachers can work 'from 180 dayS,
as in the regular school year, up to 240 days
that are possible in the year round plan.

4. Teachers living in School District #96 who
have children will ordinarily teach the same
group that their ehild.ren are in The ex-
ception will be a teacher who is employed
during all periods', thereby making it ir-
relevant whether he teaches in the same group
that , his, Ohildren are in.

5. Specialeducation classes,- being'sMall and 'few:
J'Irin number, will havealLgrOdijs:in one claSPA

Thus, '.there might be 20'ateiknedto one claS ,
room but :only: 1.5 (assuming 5 An.eaChgroup)

.. :

wouldbeLpresent:atany-one time.

-23-



6. In the junior high' schoOL (West View .Junior
High School), since there are no self-
contained classroomsas in the elementary,
the scheduling is both easier and harder..
It iseasier to work 'out add schedules be-
cause there is MUbh greater variety in act-
ivities., It,ds'llarder because yet anather
variable is thrown into the mix. It also'
causes difficulty if a special class or
activity .such as a band or'football, draws
upon-the:whole school. In that case, the
students,on_vacation would often be'thissin
unless they were especially interested in '
the activity. However, the rotation of
students would be an advantage to many'
teachers and in many activities because a"
sthallexi,number would be 'involved over a
longer period; thereby giving the teacher
more timefor..iladividual attention.

Beause-,of,the large size of West View
Junior High School (over 1300), each group_

in-effect; Make up .a.'66hool:": The 300z
students could be treated ashA separate
school with the teachers assigned to them
takihg.vacations.at the same time-aS the
students. In many ways.,',thd grOUp'could'cdri-
sider themselves on a quarter system, as
far as grades and.aSsignmentsl'were-eoncernbd.'t
It definitely. would not be a -quarter ' system
as far as vacations-, are concerned, for tra-
ditional- summer, 'vacation is: broken into
four segements . distributed' throughout the 'Year.

However, thost of the teachers deblred more
than 180 daygc employment, so that meant,
blAilding a. schedule.that:,mut across groups :(

just as. in the-elemenaryFschoolS. The
great flexibility,possibat in the plan allowed
for teachers. to be emplOyedcin various Va-
catiOn 'combinations., .Some of the.posSibilitiee
are indicated in Figure 3.

-24-



7. The Plan_gan,be initlated at any- time; and
a Y:ear.1r:paeildar.:2161anned accordingly.
ValleY:VIew 010.0.e. to start It on, :June.. 30,
1910;'So'that:at the O*1 of the first year,
stud'entS*Uld-have.cOvereA the ::same mat-,
erial'bypteMber:1971, aa.they.would have
with the"tradItiOnalhpol ypar.
was deemed an important pSYchologicai ad-
vantage.with the,pomMunity.-.,. :,

. .

However;:thean could be initiated at
any time; As:.it'is a continuous .year round
operatOn,,,there_id,no:inherent advantageto
start one time,.rat4Ori;than another.
many reiatlye,ly'Plincir 'or_important
considerations would Aetermine the, starting
date. For eXam01 starting during the tra-
ditional summer vacation period%mould,mean
tha6-40foni4 WOuld:he required three
rhionthiS:earliertO pay, salaries, though, the.
amount of 'sairips,WOUId..hejess per mopth,be-
dau6e-they would be SOreadoVer 12,monthsT
instead of nine. (When teachers are now
paid over 12. months, the lat three months
come'afterthe:15eriOd-.of.emploYMent,-whioh
is a' year lateandjurther,.increasing:tW
time 1.n:Whi Vh'*

. i

8. OthOr'-.5:ignificalit.fp-a$40oi:th 45715
Plan'are:

a. This scheduling pattern will be used
for an entire school district, not just
one building or grade level.

b. This plan is reviewed as an on-
going, permanent arrangement; it is
not a pilot project or experimental
program or short term plan.

c. The calendar schedule, census work,
curriculum modification, community
public relations efforts, staff
assignment procedures, and solutions
to transportation problems were locally
conceived and implemented.

-25--



8. d. This plan of year round Scheduling is
educationally 'sound; Literally hundreds. ,r
of teachers and other persons with train.-

, ing and/or experience in education have
studied the plan, no one has critized
the plan as having educational short-
comings or any significance

e. Illinois school *financing will support'
this method of school operation. The
feeling :Of the school boo..rd and the

1school administrators is; "If we can't
make it on our own from the beginning
without .special financial aid, we had
better not start and take a chance of
losing .thit special' ".::'inancial 'help."

I

ii

f. . -ThiS attendance :arrangement.
fullfills all state and federal legislatiOn
and legal interpretations in regard to . .

. equality of education for , all residentb.'
the school district . : -

g. ,:' The continuous school year plan to be:
ued:iprovide8 for -the obeervanee. of
legal holidays and 'a 'nine 'calendar ,day
for everyone. at: the traditional religious
periods of Christmas and Easter. In
addition, there is summer closing of seven,

. to eleven days. All pupils have a 15 blass
day vacation in each season.

. . ,

. r

:

-26-
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1

IV A, (1)TEACHER SCHEDULING - GENERAL

The teacher schedulj.ng problems are easily solved
under the 45-15 Plan if the teacher is on the same
vacation (i.e., follows the group of her students) as
her students are on. But using only this solution was
considered unsatisfactory for several reasons. (1) The
teacher would receive no. more,; pay than under the existing
salary schedule as she would still be working only
the regular 180 days. (2) Team teaching would be much
more difficult because members of the team would be on
vacations at different times. (3) The teacher would
have to change rooms every cycle, for a total of four
times a year. (4) Some teachers would resent the loss
of the three summer months which are frequently used
for non-school employment.

These. problems . are more- obvious on the following
basic.,; scheduling. outline (Figure ,5)1showing how
threer,classrooms must be usedtol.accommodate four
groupsofstudents. The.letters.A, B, 0,4and D repre-
sentjfour different groups,,

Figure 5

Periods (one period = 15 school days)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
ClassroomXAAADDDCCC B B B A A A D DD
ClassroomY BBBAAADDDC C C BB B(A)(A)1

Classroom Z C C C B B B A A AD D D C C C (B)1

Beginning new
contract year2

1A and B Tracks here are starting their second year of
instruction under the 45-15 Plan.

2The actual beginning of a "contract year" is arbitrary.
It could be any time.
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Note the various possibilities:
_

'.1.HOne''tedche'r' could stay in one classroom for
one whole year, thereby working 240 days '
(16: tieriOde) and-teaching four different
grOUpb:Ot'r6tUdets In a: :year's time How
.eiter', .beeaUse two other teabherS 'Oare;)*
dame four 'prOupd. of students during the
'Oki. arid becduee they -probsany:*-6t1d work

_ _ . _

tbgetherl t7.nSely .(especially if the'rbom4'
Were phYsi6ally -dibSe. togethp& and the
students were about the same age group)

' this Option was called the:!'coOtleratiire'
plan by the teachers who (chose' to work 240'

2. One teacher could stay with, one group of
students , but change "classrooms as indicated
in Figure 5. The teacher would take vaca-
tion -perieds the same time as the students,
thereby necessitating four'te*Aprs, to be
employed, with each teacher' working 'only
180 days (12 periods) .

-;.:: !..
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1. Unemployment of these teachers would occur
until the program waS-,1 in full operation,
beginning with the third" period.

2. The figure seems to indicate that teachers
M and N are unemployed in periods27 and 18,
but the cells with the "X".are'technically
in the contract period of the second year.

3. Various combinations of the above two approaches
could be worked out. The schedules.. in Valley
View actually worked out contain several vari-
ations for the 1970-71 academic year.IThey
include:

a. Three cooperative teachers each working
225 days (15 periods) with "substitute"
teachers employed for the three periods
(one for each teacher)that they are on
vacation. The vacations would be
staggered so that at least two of the
three regular teachers would be always
on duty.

b. Three teachers work under the cooperative
plan but for only 180 days (12 periods).
Thus, the schedule during the periods
12 through 18 would appear as. in Figure 7.
During two periods there would be all
fg substitute" teachers. Actually, the
"substitute" teachers most likely would
be regular teachers not in a cooperative
group but who want more than 180 days of
employment.

Figure 7

Teachers under a modified cooperative plan

Periods (one period = 15 school, days)

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Classroom X M S1 S1 S1 11/1 M

S = substitute
Classroom Y N N S2 S2 N teacher

Classroom Z .0 0 0 :S3 S3: S3 :S3 M,N,O = regular
teachers

-30-



c. All::teachers'in one school work 225
days,. stay in own classroom, and take
an extra vacation for one period (15
school days) but staggered among the
teachers involved._

. .
WhatHgreatly aided the 0,0eduling.problems.with,

teachers were a S'erieS'6f.planning sessions by a group of
twenty teacherswho,.produced,a series of questions and,
answers (see:A4PendiX)';00e idea -of, theCoOperative
plan" A4ith'.thr6VIteaCherS'working'tOgether as a team.
Some of the.questAons,ralsed related.to,echeduling were

,...

answered as=tb-1164d'if. -

Matchingbfigr6UWWteacher and her children

If a teacher's group does, not Match that of her,
childrenthe5&611Pbreither Odn'be-dhariged, but it is
preferred to change the working days.of the teacher
rather than the'attendande days'Of:the'children... Re-
scheduling Studentsis:Much'MOre difficult'then teaehers.

School Year and Contract

The School. year for a .teacher'iS'the:iieriod,.:00Veiied
by the.contratt; whether 180'di'Mc3re-daYS and'coVe;rS.;:,
the time that the groups she teaches is in school. 044
in 1970i-theoontract for%grOUP'4'Wilibegin'bh June
1970, while for group D it will begin on September-1;-1970.

Substitute Work
. .

.
A teacher can choose either to be under subStitUte..

status during hervacation'lieriodand'thUt1refUSe
work on any specific day, or be on full employment_ with,,,
consequent higher.:pay _bbebeftbject to placeffient
needed, eitheto :cdvera vacation period of-another
teacher or a regular substitute need.

Class Loads

Expected class loads will vary from 27 to 30 students
per class during the 1970-71 academic Yea,i4o-additional
variation in class size is expected bebadse'Of the plan.
The average size will be about the same irF1970:as 1969.
There is nothing inherent in the 45-15.12IarCtriat.reauires
larger or smaller classes.

Switching of Groups

Teachers will be allowed to switch groups at the end
of the year if there is an opening, unless a need should
arise earlier.

-31-

- - `-=1.0.r :dr .119.



IV A (2) STAFF STATISTICS FOR FIRST YEAR OF 45-15

(ASOF JUNE 23, 1970)

1. 34.2% of staff working full year
27.7% of staff working extended but not full, year
38.1% of staff working traditional year

2 25.3% of primary teachers working full year
13.4% of primary teachers working extended but not
full year
61.3% of primary teachers working traditional year

3. 40.8% of intermediate teachers working full year,
16.8% of intermediate teachers working extended but
not full year
22.4% of intermediate teachers working traditional year

4. 49.9% of junior high teachers working full year
39.0% of junior teachers working extended year,
11.1% of junior high teachers working traditional year

5. 61.9% of staff working extended to full year
38.7% of primary teachers working extended to full
57.6% of intermediate teachers working extended to
full'year
88.9% of Nnior'high,teachers working extended to
full Fear.

year

6. 20.6% of female teachers working full year
.

.

26.8% of female teachers working extended but hot
full year

'52''.6%' 'Or .7.eMale teachers working. traditional;, year

- .

7. 61170' of Male teachers working full year.
32.4%Ofmale teachers working extended but. not.;
full year
6.5% of male teachers working traditional year

221.5 Teachers
:-.4.0Task Force

4-.QOanSelors_
'2.0 Deans
5.0 Consultants

TOTAL 240.5 Staff Members
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TEACHER WORK YEAR
. . -

VALLEY VIEW 45-15 CONTINUOUS SCHOOL YEAR 1970-71

JUNE 23, 1970

Number of Days of Contract Yea

'DAYS

(a)

(b) --i84

(c)

(a)

(e) 204

(f) 206.

(g)

(h)
1/4

(i) g?-?41

TEACHERS

1

91.5

1

PERCENTAGE

(k)

(1)

1 I

(m) -* : , ,

(n) 244 64

(0) 259 1

(p) 274 18

.4%

37.7%

.4%

6.2%

.4%

.4% is

3.7%

.4%

.4%

.4%

13_6%

.

26.4%

.4%

7.4%

Traditional Year (184 days) vs. Extended Year:

(a) 38'1% of teachers will work traditional year.

(b) 61.9% of teachers will work ext'nded year of
192 to 274 days.

(c) 34.2% of teachers will work full year of 244
to 274 days.

-33-
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Kindergarten Teachers.

Kindergarten teachers will work traditional year of
184 days, full day or half day.

Primary Teacher Contracts: Grades 1-3

(a.) 61.3% of Primary teachers will work 184 days.

(b) 5.3% of Primary teachers will work 199 days.

(c) .-5.3% of Primary teachers will work 214 days.

(d) 2,7% of Primary teachers will work 229 days.

(e) 25.3% of Primary teachers will work 244 days.

Intermediate Teacher Contracts:

(a) '22.4% of Intermediate teachers will work 184 days.

(b) 9.2% of Intermediate teachers will work 199 days.

(c) 1.3% of Intermediate teachers will work 204 days.

(d) 1.3% of Intermediate teachers will work 206 days.

(e) 5.3% of Intermediate teachers will work 214 days.

(f) 1.3% of Intermediate teachers will work 225 days.

(g) 18.4%of Intermediate teachers will work 229 days.

(h) 40.8% of Intermediate teachers will work 244 days.

RN&'
D96
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Junior High Teacher Contracts: Grades.; 7-8

(4),
:

11.1%

(b) 1.9%

(c) 1.9%

(d) 1.9%

(e) 1.9%

(f) 29.6%

(g) 1.9%

(h) 16.6%

(i) 1.9%

31.4%

of Junior High teachers will work 18'4 days.

days

days.

days.

224 days.

229 days.

234 days.

244 dayS.

254 days.

274 days.

of Junior High teachers will work 199

of Junior High teachers will work 204

of Junior High teachers will work 2'10

of Junior

of Junior

of Junior

of Junior

of Junior

of Junior

High

High

High

High

High

High

Female Teacher Contracts (164.5

DAYS

teachers

teachers

teachers

teachers

teachers

teachers

TEACHERS

work

work

work

work

work

work

PERCENTAGE

(a) 184 86.5 52.6%

(b) 192 1 .6%

(c) 199 12 7.3%

(d) 204 2 1.2%

(e) 206 1 .6%

(f) 210 1 .6%

(g) 214 9 5.5%

(h) 224 1 .6%

(1) 225 1 .6%

(j) 229 16 9.7%

(k) 244 29 17.6%

(1) 274 5 3.0%
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Male Teacher Contracts. (77).

TEACHERS

. 5

. PERCENTAGE

6.5%(a) .T8,4

(b) 199
3 3.9%

(c) 204
. 1.3%

(d). 226 )_- 1.3%

(e) 229 22.1%

(f) 234 1 1.3%

(g) 236 .1 1.3%
[

_ I
(h) 239 1 1.3%

?.44 33. 42.9%

259 1 1.3%

(1.7) 274 13 16.9%

ENS
D96.
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Starting and Ending .Dates,for Teacher Contracts Under

The 45-15 Schedule for 1970-1971 School Year

(a) June 30, 1970 to July 14, 1970

(a) July 21, 1970 to August 10, 1970

11 days

15 days

30 days

33 days

34 days

39 days

40 days

45 days

(a) July 21, 1970 to August 31, 1970

(a) July 15, 1970 to AUgUst28 1970

(a) July 15, 1970 to August 31 '1970;.

(a) June 30, 1970 to August 21, 1970

(a) June 29, 1970 to August 21, 1970

(a) November 5, 1970 to May 3, 1971
(b) June 1.970 to .August: 31,_1970':

75 days (a) June 30, 1970 to May 21 ,11.971.,

184 days (a) J:40: 24;.:4970 to Jurie.2,'1.971,

(b) ,July. ` 15, 1070'PO:-MaY ];1., 1071
15;;I:970'to-Jiine'3, 1971

(d) August 5, 1970 to July 26, 1971
(e) August 26, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(f) August 26, 1970 to August 16, 1971

192 days (a) August 24, 1970 to June 11, 1971

199 days (a) June 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(b) July 15, 1970 to May 11, 1971
(c) July 15, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(d) August 5, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(e) August 26, 1970 to June 23, 1971



202 days .(a) August 21, 1970 to June 23, 1971

204 days (a) June.23i-1070:t .June 23; 1971

206 days (a) June 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971

210 days (a) August 10, 1970 to June 22, 1971

214 days (a) June 24, 1970 to May 11, 1971
(b) June 24, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(c) June:24,4970 to June 2; 1971
(d) July 15, 1970 to June 2, 1971
(e) July 15, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(f) August 5,..1,970 to August 36,. 1971
(g) AugUst 5, 1970 to June 23, 1971

221 days (a)' .AuguSt 5, 1970 to August 16, 1971

224 days (a) 'June 2 , 1910 to June 23, 1971

225 days (a) :,..August 5,.;,19,70:. to July 26, a971

229 days (a) June 24, 197.0 to. June 2:19,74-
(b) June 24, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(c) July 15, 1970 to June 23, 1971
(d) August 5, Two to .July 26;,-1971
(e) AUgUst26,A070 toAugust 16i1.971:'
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234 days (a) June 24, 1970 to June 17, 1971

236 day: (a) August 17, 1970 to August 16, 1971

239 days (a) June 24, 1970 to June 23,..1971.

240 days (a) June 30, 1970 to June 23., 1971

244 days (a) June:24,-1970 to June 23, 1971
(b) July 15, 1970 to July 26; 1971 .

.(d) AUgust 1970_ to August 16, 1971

259 days (a) June- 24, 1970 to July 26, 1971
,

274 dais (a) June-2,4, 1970 to August 16, 1971
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IV A (3) ITEMS NEGOTIATED FOR THE 1970-1971 SCHOOL YEAR.

;-

1. Professional growth requirements as required in the
past are abolished.

2. Guidance and Counseling program for the 1970-71
school yearwill be no less than that available
the 1969 -70 school year.

3. Extra duty assignments (outside the normal teacher day)
will be assigned only with the consent of the teacher.

4. All openings-for positions in the district will be
posted in each building for the information of all
certified personnel in-the,distric;t. This information
will be updated whenever a position becomes available
or is filled.

5. Where staff members are engaged in school-related
meetings and activities after school hours, they
may be released early at the discretion of the
principal.

6. The president and 2nd vice-president of the Associ-
ation will each be provided two (2) hours per week
to work on Association business.

7 Complete information on insurance coverage will be
secured from the insuring companies and provided
for each teacher.

8. Two emergency leave days will be granted by the
building principal to allow for activities which
cannot be scheduled at any other time.

9. A compilation of all welfare provisions (including
the grievance procedure) will be printed and dis-
tributed to all certificated personnel.

10. Each teacher on a 184 day schedule will be entitled
to 18 days sick leave per school term. Additional
sick leave days will be pro-rated upward for teachers
working an extended year. Unused sick leave days are
cumulative up to 120 days. A note from a physician
may be required after 4 consecutive days of absence.
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11. Stipends for additional activipies_will:he
dreasedby57,!carfcCa'alary sbrithesedUip for the

-activities.:Will: be inalUded thei-Ompilation of
welfare provisions.

12. Salary:radjUatitentS for additional h0ure earned; will
be reflected in the first payChecks ,following, the
adjustment dates- of 'July 1, September 30,, and
March ,. ,

13. Escrow's-accounts 'for leaVes'Of ab'eence may_be.eetrUp
':,throUghthe-LOckport Area' Credit Onion..:Changep'in
such deductions will be reflected'in the 'first-pay-
checks following the adjustment dates of. July 1,
Septetber'.30,-andMardfi'l5H''. '

14. Paychecks will be WstribUted every 2 weeks-.during
the teacher's. contract' period.

15. The-salaridstc0fAUrsetand:Ithe visiOnhearing tech-
nician will be'IncredeeTby 6.5%-for. the 1970-71
contract. year.

_ -
16. In-theLcase-of t. eaChri

prior to the 1.969:40.'Sdhooirear., Salary will be
based on either post-degree or cumulapive,hpurs_7
whichever isoIngreAter'finaialbehefit:to,the
teoeber. For tearehereemPloyees0S4Cluent ,t(Ohi'e
time, all hours must be poet-degree.

17. It has been mutually agreed that current efforts to
limit class size at all levels be continued, realiz-
ing that limitations in financing and facilities must
be to some degree governing factors. It has also
been agreed that as facilities and finances permit,
schedules may be adjusted and additional staff employed
in an effort to lighten the load of non-teaching
responsibilities of certificated staff members.
Teacher aides will be employed as needed and a pro-
gram involving high school students will be in-
augurated.

18. The Welfare Committee of the Association and the
Administration will meet on a monthly basis to im-
prove communications. This roundtable will insure
the selection of teachers and administrators to en-
gage in serious academic study leading to:

a. curriculum revision
b. textbook selection
c. handbook development
d. planning for institute days (including

day sessions)



They will alsoAgorkto insure the'participation.ol'
teachers in community:Meetings': Roundtable meetings
will be placed on the calendar.

19. School dismissal - Except for days when faculty
meetings, staffings etc. are held, all teachers in
the district are to arrive one-half hour prior to
the beginning of the student day and are fPee to'leave
one-half hour after the end of the student day unless
otherwise agreed to*. On days preceeding holidays,
all teachers may leave fifteen minutes after the end
of the student day.

*In buildings containing primary and int'er-
mediate students, intermediate teachers are
dismissed 15 minutes after the end of the
students day, to coincide with the day for
primary teachers. West View teachers are to
arrive 20 minutes prior to the beginning of
the student day and are free to leave 20
minutes after the end of the student day.

20. Provisions for payroll deductions will be outlined in
the compilation of welfare provisions.

21. Every effort will be made to give District #96
teachers the opportunity to substitute during their
scheduled time off periods.
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IV A (4) TEACHER SALARY SCHEDULE FOR 1970-1971 (184 DAYS)

+10
a..k; 140

0 720p.., 7300;.
r,.. ;,:,..

3. 7428 7535-

2 7535, 76/1

7748 7854,1,,.,,.

79,6]._, 306:;....,

8174,, 8.280 ,.

,.6 81.493 .. 86001...

8.706 88.13, ...

89?_9,, 9,026.i:. :,

9132.,. 92 9;,..

93415. 9452..

9878.,

9984 10,091
13 10,304.

14 10,517

.10,73.0

+20
.3,59 116 A.

+15
.175

2nd MA
,or CAS

7P00,

.7641

7700

7961

7900:.

8174-

8100

8387

7748. .8124 8334 3547

K9.6-..:.. 83.87 .. 8600 8813

°"-11 r-.7.-D 3066 9079

8,387 .,

8706 .

8919

9292

9132'

95.0.5"-

9345

9718

8919. .. 9558 977.1" 9984

9:1::-$2,, : 9,1.3125,7- % 10,'0 :38'"!' 10,'251

9.:3115.),,

9558,,

99,84

10,091',%

10,357,

10,783

10,304H.

10,570

10 , 996:'

10,517

10 783

11,209

3.0,19,/;:y 10,9.96 11,1433

10,1;8,.10 : 11,209 1? 111433 11,635

10,423 11,433 . 11,635 11,E4Z

10,836.;:: 11,688 11,848 12,0'61

.11,36,9,1., 12,3.68 12,381 12,504

.11,5,82

,11,7.95 .12,700 12,900 13,26-0



0

1

i4

15

16

20

25

TEACHER SALARY SCHEDULE FOR

+10 +20
B.A. 140 150

1970-1971

M.A.

(DAILY RATE)

+15 2nd MA
175 or CAS

39.13 39.67 40.22 41.85 42.93 44.02

40.37 40.95 41.53 43.27 44.42 45.58

40.95 41.53 42.11 44.14 45.29 46.45

42.11 42.68 43.27 45.58 46.74 47.90

43.27 .43.84 44.42 47.03 48.18 49.34

44.42 45.00 45.58 48.47 49.63 50.79

46.16 46.74 47.32 50.50 51.66 52.82

47.32 47.90 48.47 51.95 53.10 54.26

48.47 49.05 49.63 53.4o 54.55 55.71

49.63 50.21 50.79 54.8A4 56.00 57.16

50.79 51.37 51.95 56.29 57.45 58.60

53.10 53.68 54.26 58.60 59.76 60.92

` 54.26 54.84 55.42 59.76 60.92 62.14

56.00 56.58 60.92 62.16 63.23

57.16 57.73 62.14 63.23 64.39

58.89 63.52 64.39 65.55

61.79 66.13 67.29 68.45

55.42 58.32 62.95 67.29 68.45 69.60

64.10 69.02 70.11 71.74
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YEARS_:.

0K.00L,NURSE.SALARY SCHEDULE

HOURS 60(RN) 70 80

7 1970-71 .(184:DAYS)

90 ,
loc 110

0 5865 5965 6065 6165 6265 6365

1 6071 6177 6284 6390. 6497 6603

2 6177 6284 6390 6497 6603 6710

3 6284 6390 6497 6603. 6710 6816

4 6390 6497 660,3 6710 6816 6923

5 6550 6656 6763 6869 6976 7082

6 6710 6816 6923 7029., 7136 7242

7 6869 6976: 7082, 7189. 7295 7402

8 7082 7189 7295 7402 7508 . 7615

9 729.5 .7402. 7508 .7615. 7721 7828

10 7508 7615. 7721. 7828 7934 -8041

1. Nurses with a degree in nursing, nursing
educationoreducation,.are placed on the
teaoher's'Salarschedu1e according to
edUcation'an4'experience.,

2. Murs66-reOelve 'the same fringe benefits
as applied tp.cert,ified_personnel.

-.-,11011111, 111=1010.-



schooLMuniE SALARY SCHEDULE 1970-71' (DAILY RATE)

HOURS.,60(RN) . .80- 90 --'7160 110
YEARS

0 31.88 32.41 32.96 33.50 34.04 34.59

1 33.00 33.57 34.15 34.72 35.30 35.88

2. 33.57 34.15 34.72 35,30 35.88 36.116

3 34.15 34.72 35.30 35.88 36.46 37.05

4 34.72 35.30 35.88 36.46 37.05 37.63

5 35.59 36.18 36.75 37.33 37.92 38.43

6 36.46 37.05 37.63 38.20 38.78 39.35

7 37.33 37.92 38.48 39.07 39.64 40.22

8 38.42 39.07 39.64 40.22 40.81 41.38.

9 39.64 40.22 40.81 41.38 41.96 42.55

10 40.81 41.38 41.96 42.55 43.11 43.70

1: Nur.064 with.a degree an nursing,
nursineeduOation or education
plaCed on'the teachers salary schedule
accordingto.education.,and experience.

.

'reC
,

. .

Nurbeseive the same fringe benefits
as applied to certified personnel.
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IV, B (1) DISTRICT WIDE CENSU'S
- .

.

A complete, door, :to.door census was .taken in Valley
View School District #96, .Will County, Illinois, during
the suilithei4 of 1'969

. .

SChobl r*ords,. patterns ,of growth and other
soc'iol'ogical faCtOrs:,ere. studied; ip,order to make real-
ittidprdje'CtiOnt tcbdo). need in this. distrittV: It
tat suspected ( and ; later, confivIed) that :a. disproe
politTOpate'nUmber of pre,rschool children .were living in
theodisti'dt; A7 so. becaue4e .District;.#96 isaboutotik
miles in length '(North to South) and from three to six
miles in width (East to .West), a more precise .gdographical
deSeriptiOn of hbOes_in,the rural area .14c11.111cL'graatlY.
aid bUs routes 'and s chedul.e.S

t! :The District )./96. Band-Parents Association and-the
"parents; .O(te ;Ger:Man Club students, were cdtacted to
oranite' andCarrY,.out.. the adtue. l contrdngof-hdUse-
holdS ling',of,census was, dcneat thidtime .

The school board authorized. payment of. 25. per
derisu$' form completed. in the Hampton Perk' area and the
Bolingbrook area '::,.In::the,rural..areat-5W per completed

paid, and census takers provided theirOWYC-trans-
portatiOn And' other. OcPenses,.

A- stand4rdied. was,f designed,. for sibPli city of
filling 'adding, -and:key punching from this one form.
Written item by item. directions ,;were prepareci.j.f0/ the!
cefigu'etakers; ; maps- were furnihed letter from' rf
Mr .!of;thesohooIlboard

.ShankS , p.r0 SI dent ,of t he,;Bolingbrook
Boaf.'d.'Whioh .exPIained the reas ork:!for the .cenSus:.and'.Which
ask for the cooperation of all residents was given to
each census, taker.

SeVeal:bial-Into-Ed4cation, meseages, tnentionihk the
derkSut 'we're: utilized., FliersH,were. given to the 'Children
in' School to take home Several., items..!were ; furnithed
tothe'".16Cal'neWs0e4S,Ot and were .PriPtedl

' Mrs '.' Anri. Pouk of the Bane .t'apentsdiztributedandi:
c'o'llected Materialt, .and, assUpe4 .areattathe,census;J:'''
takerS Althost all 'the census takers were women

,
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Pilot Census. College Vied, a compact housing area
near. Lewis College, was selected for a pilot census
because it was an area with definite boundaries and
seemed to have a wide range of ages of children.

The pilot census in College View was exceptionally
good. 'A 100% completion of the census forms was
achieved for every household. This rate and accuracy of
return is rarely aChieved without an extended period of
time and unusual expense. In the three houses where
the residents were on vacation, neighbors supplied all
information including birthdays of children.

.Taking the pilot census was conducted so rapidly
and accurately that census taking was started in
Hampton Park and Bolingbrook simultaneously. Land
developers supplied plat maps and house address list-
ings. A high school girl was employed at an hourly rate
to copy addresses to census sheets to insure that, all
houses were listed. Periodic checks of accuracy were

.made as completed forms were turned in.

In the rural areas a mailing address was secured
since >four different. post offices serve the rural re-
sidents and no clearly-defined delivery areas have been
,ascertained. Description of 11,-,use locations in the
rural areas were expressed in terms of: major roads, inter-
secting roads and milage distance. No effort was made
to identify townships or physical land. marks.

Registration Cross 'Check. A two day registration pro.-
gram 'at three of the schools 'was held in September.
Census, returns which had been, keypunched and listed'on
a print out sheet were checked. Omissions and errors
were noted and corrected.

Updating. A structured procedure for adding new res-
idents and closing out those residents who moved out
of the district was set up. As soon as a.person moves

,. ;into the district a census form, set of directions for
completing census form, and a stamped return envelope
are mailed to the resident. If a parent appears at one
of, the schools to enroll the child, the school clerk
supplies a census form for the parent to fill,out, and
the 'school clerk forwards the form to the Research
Office.

When a pupil moves away from the district, the
school clerk sends a notification to the Research Office
and the census information is removed from the file.
Movements within the district are processed in the
Research Office so that pupils can be assigned to the



proper group assignment and the proper school building.
Several follOWup reports of the census results appeared
in the local and regional newspapers.

The consensus of opinion of administrators and others
familiar with the pupil scheduling for the 45-15-Plan

, is that the census was very necessary to the im-
plementation of the papil.scheduling for the first and
also for subsequent,ydarS. School records by themselves
would not have been sufficient to Project pupil.

scheduling in.eo the fdture. The cost in terms of time,
money, and disruption of the school offices would have
been high.- Some fadtors 'could not have beenidenttfied
at all by working with the school records. Examples
are the counting of pre-school children who have no
oldSr-siblin.s in' District #96 Schools, locations of

pupils living on rural routes, and more current phojieL
numbers and places of employment of parents.

With the procedure for refining and up-dating census
information, a door to door census of the entire school
district should riot have to be done again for school
purpOges.

.

1:0ther Us:es-:. The census information. can be used for
i6ther purposes in addition to the pupil sqheduling. In-
foima.eion-fr6mthe'Atteridance Office can be cross-
checked, records at individual school sites can be
refined ,.data collection about parents who work on or
ii-sieon:federal property can be simplified and cross-
che0k0, for 0.aim8under:PT47815,,and.pL-8741.

.

: . 4.; , ...,
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PART IV B, 2. THE VALLEY VIEW 45-15 STUDENT SCHEDULING

SYSTEM, REQUIREMENT AND APPROACH, PFOGRESS

REPORT TO SCHOOL BOARD, MARCH 24, 1969

From the study of the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School
Year Plan during the past months the district is satisfied
that it understands the requirements that must be met by
a scheduling system. District-#96 formulated an approach to
such a system that meets these requirements 'at a minimum cost.

This report discusses some of the matters that are
considered.

In Addition to a reaction to the detailsrof- this
report, District 106 gave an -official" response to .these
questions:

(1). ,Is the 45-715P1411, v.iewed_as.a permanent approach
"to Y:elementared4cati non.or merely as ajeceSsity
until clasSrooms become available some three
years hence? (AnsWer: Permanent approach)

(2) How 'permanently. ,prepared_,'' then, must.
be when.the'plan goes intoef.fect in June, 1970?
Should the:diStrict_find.lOng range solutions
to pi'oblem6 that,ariSe?' f(Ye$)

(3) 1-1614 i's-:4e-plah being represented,to-the public?
` Bear:With uS, it be over in-a year or
so"-or 'This may prove to be an important im-
provement in your child's education"? (No) (Yes)

OutputRequirements

The principa-l-result to be obtained from the scheduling
process is a set of 'class lists.' Each list represents
a group of students assigned to:

- a school site
an attendance cycle

- a grade level
- a teaching position (or homeroom)

Other output results needed by the 45 15 Plan were:

(1) Each family must receive a school schedule which
clearly shows the attendance and vacation days
for each pupil in the family. This schedule must
project sufficiently far into the future to allow
vacation plans to be made. If some pupils are to
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begin class in June, 1970, it would-be.
reasonable for parents to expect such schedules by
the start of the 1969-70 school year. Ce-
tainly the schedules would be required before
the end of 1969.

(2) It would be important for district personnel,to
be able to locate any pupil in the district at
any time. The inability to do so would reflect
severely on the 45-15 Plan's administration.
It would be expected that each school office
and the district office would have a master list
of pupils showing their attendance cycle and
school site. Revisions or addenda should be
producedas needed. The district office infor-
mation must be current at all times.

(3) At the-initiation of the 45-15 Plan it will be
necessary to transfer student records to the
correct school site. To aid in this procedure,
a list of pupils by sending school (i.e., the
school which the pupil attends in May, 1970)
showing his new school, should be available.

(4) In order to assign teachers, the district office
must have a report by site, grade, and attendance
cycle of scheduled classes.

(5) Junior High students must have their Student
Course Elections divided into attendance cycles
prior to the preparation of the Tally and
Pairing Matrix.

(6) The district office should receive summary reports
showing room utilization, seat availability, etc.
These must be kept current as pupils transfer in
and out.

(7) A list of pupils to.be transported:to each site
should be available to allow preparation of bus
schedules. This list would help establish the
routes initially and could be revised from year
to year to balance bus loads.

(8) In addition to the specific output requirements
listed above it might be desirable to have the
facility to produce class lists from time to
time. These lists (or "index cards") could be
used for attendance reporting, marks and test
score recording, etc., similar to the system
used at West View now.



Constraints and restrictions that were considered in the
building' of the 4515 schedule

To assist in the analysis of schedule requirements
District #96 broke possible constraints into three cate-
gories: those imposed by the wishes of the community
(chiefly parents); those suggested by educational'objectives;
those related to administrative policy and procedures.

This categbrization does not in any Way suggest
conflict exists between the types of pOssible constraints.
Neither is it expected that a consideration claimed by one
category lies only there. We are simply breaking the
subject into more manageable pieces.

A. Community consideration

1. Pupils in a single family should be on the same
attendance cycle.

Pupils in a neighborhood group shOuld be on the
same attendance cycle. The concern here is the
ability of parents to supervize out-of-school
pupils. In our opinion it is quite important
that a parent knows when to expedt to see children
in the streets of the neighborhood.

Kindergarten pupils living within walking
distance of a school site which offers kindergarten
must attend that, school.

_ . .

4. Primary pupils living within walking distance of
a school site should attend that school.

'A pupil shOuld attend the .same schbol site all
year.

6. Some coordination is required between the schools
and existing community: programs,

. .

'Educational. considerations

1. The kindergarten pupils will attend on a two-
shift per day basis.

Pupils meeting existing minimum starting age
:reStrictions for September entry wilt. be allowed
to begin 'sc'hool in. June, July, or August.

The'Ungraded" primary program will be maintained.

4. Elementary class size should range 30-35 pupils.
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5. Extra-curricular activities should be available
to all pupils, regardless of attendance cycle.

6. 'Elective courses at the junior high level should
be available to all pupil's':

7. A class at the primary level should have the same
teacher all year.

C. Administrative considerations

1. Classrooms'should be fully utilized all year.

2. No special provision for building maintenance
need be made.

3: Class size variance across the district should be
minimized.

.A school site should. have the same attendance
boundary for all grades attending that school.

5. Present grade-leveIor course assignments of
individual teachers -Should be maintained where
possible if the teacher requests.

6. Pupil transportation costs should be minimized.

Based on June, 1969 enrollment, the school district housing
status.was

Pupil Group :Enrollment Housing

1) Regular grades 1-3 2075 64 rooms at 2 sites
2).,Regulargrades 4-6 .i1679 51 rooms at ..3 sites
3) EMH : 58 2 rooms at Park'View
40,[ipeciaL5-6,program 148 West View
5) Grades 7-8 1082 West View
6) Kindergarten 0 None

Total 747

Present 1969-70 1970-71
Pupil Group enrollment. @12%. 612% & KG

1) Regular grades 1-3 2075 2324' 2603
2) Regular.grades 4-6 1679'. .18811 -2105

3) P114 , . 58 65 75
4) Special 5-6,program 148 166 106
5) Grades 7-8 1082 1212 1357
6) Kindergarten 0 0 600*

Total 5042- 5647 .0924

*(:Note.: throughout-thiSHreport; kindergarten'pUpilS' will be
assumed on a double shift asishand the full-tim=equivalent

(FTE) enrollment figure used, e.g. 600 x 2 is 1200 pupils)
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The. Elementary and Intermediate Program

To discuss scheduling the school district, it must
keep in mind differing needs of each of, the six pupil
groups. For the 1969-70 school ;gar there will be 133
classrooms available at 5 sites to house the 4204 pupils in
regular grades 1-6. This is an average class size of 31.6.
Current plans dictate housing additional 1-6 pupils and the
kindergarten in those same 133 classrooms.

If the district makes room for kindergarten and keeps
average class size at 33, it 'would effectiVely need at
least 161 classrooms for the K-6 regular program by 1970.

Let us examine that need in detail. The 1970-71
Kindergarten through Grade 6 program might look like this:

Grade
1970-71

Enrollment
Classrooms
@33 pupils

KG 660 20
1 975 29
2 759 . 23

3 891 27
4 726 22

5 693
.

21.
6 693 21

Ideally, the Valley View 45-15 Plan can reduce the
housing requirement by one-third. The following exhibits
demonstrate how the 45-15 Plan might schedule the pupils
using 124 physical classrooms.

Exhibit A shows classes offered at each grade level
on each cycle at the 5 school sites. This is the type of
pattern that results from the various constraints pertinent
to the scheduling process.

Exhibit B shows the number of pupils served in each
case during the twelve month year.

Comments on the K-6 Sample Schedule

1) The schedule leaves 9 classrooms free year-round
and 3 part time. Holding class size to 33 pupils
means that a perfect schedule asfull utilization
allows for additional growth of 473 pupils after,
June, 1970.

2)The 45-15 Plan causes 133 classrooms to become,
effectively, 177 classrooms. This means a one-pupil
increase in average class size accommodates a total
of 177 additional 'pupils.
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) :A double7shiftkindergarten program.meansbaok
physical clabsrobm accommodates 88 kindergarten'papils
during twelve months. The schedule allows 3 class-
rooms for kindergarten at each-sitefor atot
15. Three-shift kindergarten-iiodidreqUire 9 classrooms
total., ..

With even verYcomplicatecItechniques a "perfect"
,scheduldjone-Which uses-all-Spa-de fully) can not be
expected. Geography,family mix, andmObIlityconspire
against such a schedule being maintained for an
'entire:Year.

The Juniorjldgh School Program

The enrollment Piiojections suggest the 1970-71 pupil
load at the-junior high will exceed 1500 pupils. \:ThisA:d
at least ore-third over planned capacity. .).-

The actual scheduling task at the junior high in 1970.
was to find:space in- l7 classrooms to offer 8 course.
sections to-each of 1400 Pupils over 12 months.. - If..there
are seven-periods avMlableper daTat 34 pupils each then
1012 pupils are served da4yand, under the ValleyAriew''
45-15 Plan,1349 will :be seared during the 12-month4ear

r.r H-t ;"
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The following tables show the uses made of the junior high
faci.1J-tiesAexolud±ng gymstudi'hall.;:'etd.Y-based on fall

- -

Generalj;urpose:YClassrooms

No. of
Rooms

Total
Pupil

-Period

5th grade subjects 2 272
6th grade subjects: 2 260,
Remedial Classes 1 36
German-I 1 154
German-II 1 161'

7
,

883

Soience-7 5 573
Science-8 451
Math-7 4 574
Math-8 " 442
Comm Arts-7 4 533
Comm,Arts-8 --r-, , ; 445
Comm Arts-H 0 23
Soc. Stud-7 ..0 l 4,

534.

Soc Stud- g......

17
4'45

To-n-

Special Purpose Rooms

Shops 3 363
Art 3 147

27
29

Typing 1 160
Chorus 1 69

28
24

Band-I 3. 31
Band-II 65
Band-III 110
Home Ec 3 263

15
48

12 1379

E.M.H. 3 216

-56-

Average 'Daily
No. of
Section

Section
Size

Room
Load

s
,

; 8 -34 136
8 ' 32.5 130
5 36
6 25.7 154
6 L26:8.; '.161

33
-I- t ,

21 27 .3

14 -32.2
16 35.9
12 36.8
16 33.3
12 37.1

(3)
16 33.4
12 37.1

119 33.8

7

1

237

18 121
10 68
2

2

7 160
2 121
1
1

2 206
1
1

14 109
1

3

6 12 72
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IV B (3) REPORT TO CURRICULUM MEETING

Thursday, September 18, 1969

CENSUS

ThelDistrict-wide census has been completed. A
structured procedure for up-dating, correcting, and
adding tothe census data is being set up.

Just as a carpenter's tools are of little value
unleas used with skill, the information gathered is of
no value unless it is (1) correct, (2) readily available,
and (3) meaningful. Try to look upon the census data
(and all the other materials in the office files, for
that matter) in this manner: The business of the, schools
is to educate the children; the paper-shuffling pro-
cedures and stacks of records in the office should be
used to facilitate this objectiVe of educating the
children.

Incidentally, the census results were exceptionally
good. The pilot census in College View got a 100%
return; this rate of return is rarely achieved without
unusual expense. In the rural areas a written de-
scription of the location of each house has been made.
This information, together with the Additional labeling;
of the large map in the District Office, should enable
the transportation department to minimize bus route
mileage (and co$t$).

The unusually rapid buildup in the Hampton Park and
the Bolingbrook areas causes much uneasiness, however,
forewarned is forearmed. It is just as wasteful for an

alarmist to oVerbuild at the expense of other parts of
the total school program and never have the children
show up as it is for a procrastinator to have the swarms
of children inundate the inadequate physical plants.
Therefore, the collections of names,addresses, dates
of birth and intentions toward public_school 'attendance
was an integral part of the preliminary planning for
45-15 schedules.

High school pupils were left out; pre-school children
were tabulated and a projection study of enrollment
will be made in the near future. Pupils now attending
private schools (St.-Andrews, Mount AssiSi, etc.) were
listed on the census sheets but not counted. In the
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event the parochial, schools for some reaton'do-not con-
tinue in operation, the information about their students
could be extracted from. the census data in a day.or two.

CompumaticsIncorporated is presently the custodian
of the census' data. The data is being key punched onto
cards fvr propessingbymachines. The cards are always
hand carried and are for use by District #96 only.

RESEARCR_DEPARTMENT-AND,,WMPUMATICS

The Research Department is working with Compumatics
in the following areas:

1) Determining. pupil, teacheri and facility

To; determine outputs required.

o_ determine theynecesary responsiVehesS
P,data.processing.and retrieval.

4. To define inputs and their sources.

5) To approximate the effective operating life
ofthe information and systeMs.','f

'6). TO determine the flexibility 'that is necessary.

.Systems design will include:

TaSks to besPerformed and their'sequence.

Determination of machine functions and huMan
functions.

!.

) Media.for 'ansmitting data.

) Outside resources for development and operation.

5) Time 'f'actors.

6) Cost of development and operation.
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'Later di.6 s- to.be.worked on

1) Design of the scheduling system.

2) Program and mechanical operation.

3) Preparation of manuals.of.operation..

4) Supervision of development activities.

5) Implementation .ofthe-S-cheduling'sYSteffi.

COMMUNITY

A list of all community organizations and their
officers or leaders has been made. Actually, other
than the Parent-Teacher Organization (a merger of the
PTA and the Community Club) there are no district-
wide formal organizations. The Lions, the Jaycees, all
the churches; the boards,oards, the sports activities -
all are either centered in Hampton Park or in Bolingbrook.
Outside of pupils at. Lockport West,High School District
#205 has no forma' structure that has relevance to
District #96.

Therefore, I maintain that the District 96 PTO is
the only district-wide structured organization in Valley
View School District #96.

Les Fenical is president. Pat Page is publicity
chairman, (flyers, news releases, etc.) Membership is
hard to recruit. One reason that membership is hard to
recruit is that the ,.local school district :s, .;doing a

satisfadfory job.

Every publisher, knows twa good-torsor,.in-atrunk
murder will sell More papers'than the building of a
new wing ,on the library. top,,, a radical.Aex

.flAtbatict&pirb&Mti.ln the sixth grade. wilI'bring.concerned
parents to PTO meetings. Alas, the_Valley. View Sphools
do not have such a controversial PrograM. 'Hence, little
concern with PTO.
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In the past many programs have been planned to
educate and enlighten the school patrons. We have had
programs relating to taxes, legislation, and community
social problems- We've had judges and penologists and
school administrators and housewives. We've had movies
and panel discussions and displays. We've had amateur
shows and fun fairs and book fairs. Refreshments are
always. served. The only thing that really brings out
the adults is the community, though, is a Scout program
or a hand .and choral program.

It's. not the fault of the organization; it's not
the fault of the publicity; the poor attendance is due
to lack of real community interest in their own com-
munity.
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IV B (4) PUPIL SCHEDULING UNDER.THE 45-15 PLAN

(Fist report regarding the mailing out of schedules
to households)

In the development and implementation of the
45-15 scheduling pattern for pupils, one signigicant
point was to be the time, when the families were notified
of the attendance schedule for their children:

Briefly, census data was.collected, refined at
registration, crosschecked with school records and
assembled into small neighborhood census packages.
Building and room facilities were defined. Then groups
of students were assigned to buildings considering the
following:

Grade level

Distance from school

Time and mileage factors of bus transportation

Through streets in Hampton Park and Bolingbrook

The physical and psychological barrier of 1-55

Patterns of fut:.;.re housing construction

Sidewalks and street crossing guards

A letter which was composed by the administrators of
District #96 was printed with the family name and address
on the letter. This gave a more personal touch to the
letter. Included with the letter was a calendar show-
ing the specific days of attendance for all children in
that household who attend any of the oix Valley View
District #96 schools. Another sheet of paper listing
major vacation periods and the beginnin; and ending of
the school year was included. Samples of these materials
were distributed to the board members and visitors at a
previous school board meeting.

The letters to the parents were mailed immediately
after Christmas for two reasons. Many industries start
scheduling employee vacations in January. The post -
Christmas mail volume is greatly diminished.
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It

1. Secretaries and Principals at all six schools were
given a written series of answers.to anticipated.
questions. Inquiries, letters, and comments were
directed to the Research Office at West View. The
phone 838 -7981 can be reached when the West View
switchboard is not in operation.

Mary Wilson and Lynette Gergovich gathered
information about those who called.

2. Parents who requested a change of schedule were
asked to write a letter to the building principal
of the school which their youngest child attended.
These letters were sent to Mr. Hermanse's office
and then routed to the Research Office. A letter
acknowledging the receipt of the request, was sent.

3. Persons who had not, completed.,a.cepsua_form,were
mailed a census fbriiialleet Of directions for fill-
ing out the census form,.anka stamped envelope
addressed to the'Resear6h OffiCe.

4. Then returned letters were cross-checked with
those households which reported they did not
receive information.

Address.changes were made where necessary.
New census data was reflected in the punch.cards.
Specific location for rural students was ascertained.

5. Tabulations of return'ed' letters, letters written to
us and phone calls received gave an all-over view
of how successful the pupil scheduling and mailing
of notices was. "Fine tuning" is a procedure which
will continue until classes actually start.
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MAILING

Pupil.sehedules mailed-out 3,000

Returned 7.

Family was in district but moved (new address
proved ,

87

Family was in district but moved (new address
not known)

Unknown ,

Moved within district

'Deceased

Error.in.address;.not.forwarded
.

, . .
. .

Data processing, haader sheet mailed

, ,

1

1;:,

10

19

12

1

1

5

ERRORS:

Wrong..schedule
, .

Two schedules (both the same

5

2

Two schedules ,(different groups). 2

.;
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LETTERS

Letters: To Research Office

To request change in group assignMent- Total 10

a) error (house faces different
direction than shown on map) 1

b) want 3 month vacation 1

c) did not want summer vacatiOn;
want September vacation. 1

d) father's vacation is,.notflexible;
vacation doesn'ffifiri 4

e) want same schedule as playmates
who live in different area 3
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PHONE CALLS

To request Census Forms

Not contacted by census taker

Filled out census form but didn't receive.
schedule

Children in Catholic Schools; want to err &..
in Valley VieW'SChooIs next year

21

114

3*

To seek information

To confirm schedule ' 3

To request. change 12

To request another calendar (first one lost) 2

To report incorrect address 1

To reportatrange.oVadat,bst'. 2

To report incorrect spelling of name 1

To get explanation;unable to read English 1

To report schedule not received 16

(Many of these overlap. For instance, some callers who
didn't receive schedules asked for a census sheet).

* Involves 11 Children
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IL PERSONAL APPEARANCES

-

Students person)

. ;

To request calendar ,(didn't receive one).,. 2

ie'qiieSt'Caleridar'jthreW away 111-0, one 2

4

cloqsn'tPpeaki)".1-;

10 report tIat schedule

.

. :::...;;;; i
. ..,.

;not, received 4

Parents (in Piton) '

if
To thane children .from C.th9Lic schgAL,.:

4

, ;

.e,cic

r't).' t

CC :
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OTHER

Two pupils reported to the counselor that their house-
hold received a calendar, but that the calendar was thrown
away because they thought it was only forpupils.at
Valley View School on Ni perville Road. '

CounselAl*reportthatstUdentSva'rie-not'Se'riOusly
diSturbed by the rescheduling of the next_ephool year.
One common criticism ofyearL.railncrSdh&oi S'aliedilling -
that is, the children will be upset - seems to:P,e a,myth.
Some students at West View still hot-ha-ie'a Clear
understanding of the 45-15 Plan. An assembly period for
all 8th graders-andlanotherd'all"7th"graderS,has,been
discussed. Even though the 8th graders willOadiiate in
June, the information that will be passed ontg,siblings
and parents wouldbe.Arorththetime'spen.6
the assembly.

A TV presentation has also been proposed.
.

All letters received requesting group changes were
courteous. SeVeral eXp-reesedaPPrOVAI of'the:4515-Plan.
T14kewiSe, all who phoned with one'-ejtheption Were-courteous,
and many said that they were in favor of the plan. .:From
all indications the parents'understehd'the 4515-schedul-
ing plan. Area of concern to callers were:

1) The high school district is in financial
difficulties; the parochial schools are
in financial difficulties.

2) Too many people are moving into the area.

3) The land developers should be forced to donate
land and buildings to the school district.

These problems are not the fault of the 45-15 Plan.

The last message on the Dial-Into-Education asked
parents to call 838-7981 (Research Office), if they had
questions regarding the family's schedule. All other
school offices refer callers to 8387798op,matftre.r.pe-
lating to pupil scheduling. . ,
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IV B (5) PUPIL SCHEDULING (FINE-TUNING)

ERRORS

An : analyses of mistakes waS*made. First of all the
,

calendar which :Was mailed to families did not indicate
when the 1970-71* school year ended. Various items-,91!
literature explained how four 45 day sessions constitOpd
one.school year, but this was not 'mentioned on thp printed
calendar, Secieral parents and 'several children expressed
concern, betaUse the Children in GrOup, A had more plass
attendanee days shown on their Calendar. It was-ex-,
plained.to these families and children that :the days
shown.after the 4th 45 day period would be regular attend-
ance days, but would be in the next school, year Those.
pupils completing 8th grade of course, would not be in the
next school year under the 45-15:Plan.in District #96,,

A few familieShad been incorrectly assigned
attendance schedules and/or buildings because...of

, .6

coding or key punch'errOrs. (8XpIanation of MiScbding;
assignment census number 326 when the.correct census
numberie 328.- Example ofkey-pundherrpr;.trans7.
posing of numbers such as 107 fcr.017.)..'

Some movement of families went, undetected until-June
10th when pupils were notified of building assignments.
For example, two families moved from the Colony of
,Beaconridge (group b) to Indian Oaks (group D). Children
from both greas ard bub riders. When the families moved
the children did not; notify the schools of change in
address; the children merely caught another bus and got
off at the same building and attended the same classes
which"they. had previously been attending. When these
families were notified of the school which they were to
attend by means of a letter from the building principal,
they soon observed that they wee on a schedule different
from the rest of the neighborhood. Families so mis-
scheduled were rescheduled according. to their new address.

As other families changed their place of residences
within the school district, the records in the Research
Office were changed and new calendars were mailed when
appropriate.



Census Unit 116 - fami 11 es from 11 units grouped in-
to one unit. At the time the census was taken and the
individual houses Caere being assigned, a group of 50
houses- were under construction. Later as more de-
tailed census units descriptions were a ded.the new census
units overlap areas which had pre viousay been de- .
signated CU146. These had not -become apparent until de-
tailed print out sheets were made. Five people detected.
,the fact that their families did not seem to have the:
same group assignment as the rest of the neighborhood.-
When these. five families called the Research Office, the
address was. checked, the records were changed, and the.
-correct, calendar was mailed. Later, a letter was mailed
to those remaining; families incorictly assigned .ad-
mitting that an error had been made and placing the 2family
with, the, correct calendar. Bcause of the preVious
notification of grollp assigne;ent and Uecause of the short
interval bel;wcen the 71,esphf-dul,ng and th.E)! sPrnmem vacation
plans of some. of-the- families. the option of .keepiing- the
original' (tut f.nporre-at) assie.nmellt was .given..: e

Census 18") , blocIr on one side of
the stnl.c.: asFigned 'rc :-he. 3. 4'.;7-our), Census Unit. 183e 7
was made up of all the .louse on one side of the street
for- one block Dn. Hickory ri -ewe . The opposite. side of
the, streete and parr cnsas unit areas for
several IA f n earn J 167-:vre in gr pup A. Having
this small _Leland on 'P. ay:; ron b group :schedule
violated the concept ne,14,hbor'eood, unity,. :e

The decision was made to .changeaIl the peopleas.
a group or to let the people .stay.ti-l-e: same as- the group.

letter was :sent to each resident ezplaining the situation
and the .consequences of each choice , families. were
chap3ed to: th9: correct group . ' . : ;
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IV B C 0_ i.,C1NnES JR. (IG.'..1P .i.V.71TuNMENT

In discussions and explanations of the 45-15 Plan
a common*question from7 the audience is "Can a family
Oange, .group assignment?" The' answer given was "Some
provision has been made for changes in group assignment ."
The answer was nebulous because projections could not be
made as-.tai.tluv number and type which could or woula tie
perglikted..c, , . ,

: 1 .

'; -i- . -

Family. assignments. -ta,attehdance groups were mailed
tpamilles on 'December 264'1969. Secretaries at each of
the schools were given a sheet of answers to anticipated
questions. Those persons requesting a change in group
assUpment were Jasked to 'Writ 6.'6. letter to 'the principal
of the building where -their youngest 'chiacl attended.
Alli:leters were forwarded fzo the Be-search .010.ce and
a letter acknowledging the receipt of the request was
sent iSack. A total of 24 requests' for Changing' 'Of
groups was received before Easter vacation. All these
request were granted autoMatically.. Each person was
called and told that his request had been allowed. A
confirming letter and a new calendar were mailed.
Records- in the Research Office, were changed to reflect
the change in group assignment. Trio of the request. were
fram- the rural area, but a bus runs past these two. houses
on 'every. 'schedule '(A,B,C, & ) . No change in group
assignment caused a transportation problem.

After Easter vacation, a few other request for change
were received. These were handled on an ,individual basis
by means .of telephone conversations . The requests- were
either granted or arrangements were made with the build-
ing principals involved for the people to be absent for
short periods of time .

, Beginning' June 1, 1970, the policy toward group
changes was to refer' all request ix) Mr. Gove, Assistant
Superintendent, who would arrange an appointment, discuss
the situation,' and making decisions. Several changes were
made under this policy because of the circumstances of
the' family. Several changes were made in order to. improve
sonic: of the technical aspects of pupil 'scheduling (example;
Seveel families want to use the neighborhood where the,
bab7:Sit ter lives as the address for the census unit de-
signation . The children could leave, from the baby-z
sitter' s horn in the morning,. go to school, and return,
to the babysitter is home after school) . (Ex?,mple:



was discovered that one primary child was scheduled to
be bused from north of the Interstate to-Park View
Schbol. Since only one child was involved the master
schedule was changed so that we would have a rule "No
child below the fifth grade is bused to the .other side
of the Interstate." .

Several requests to change the assignment to a'
school building were received. In two cases it made
little difference to the class load and.the.request
was made because of Strong parental Preference, In
several cases the request were not made because of the
class size balance.

As new people move into the community the children
will be 'assigned to a group according to where the
fatily lives. Problems of making up,work.or vacation
plans will be handled by the principal of each school
where the children attend.

Note: In meetings with parents in the community
the parents were assured that all children in the same
family ,would be scheduled on the same group assignment.
Thus;'all-siblings would attend .school on the same days
and havethe same days of vacation.. Al]. children, would
not attend the same. school building, but this has not
been the situation before in Valley View District #96.

Several mothers insisted that their family would
:want (or would insist on) different schedules for the
various children in the same household. The consequences
Of: a scheduling arrangeMent such as this were carefully
explained. .

Even having children on two different group
assignments would mean that the family would not have
any 15class day vacation periods. One woman with four
children wanted one child on each schedule. In this
way she would always have one child at home and three,
children attending classes, and the arrangement would:
rotate every 15 class days.

Administrators then modified the schedulifti.P9a0.
so that all children in the same faMily would be On '
the same schedule unless the parents request otherwise"

. . . .

Afterall.children were schedtleci,.no-parent$
requested .an arrangement which. would Put-childreri ih'
the same 'household on different schedule:.

":1

Ti



_ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY REGARDING

45-15 GROUP SCHEDULE VARIATIONS

A. The 45-15 Attendance Group assignments are made by
the school, .district. so that the best quality education
is available to, all cili4dren in the district.

-

B. Compliance with the assigned schedule is a requirement
of eachfaTily under the compulsory attendance laws
of i ie'.staee Y

C. The school district will consider variation from the
assigned ,schedule. on t4e :basis of individual requests:

1 . Principals may .continue to informally excuse
a pupil from attendance for a family trip when
the trip. is.coppidered.to be_of exceptional

Eample: a. /"c-to New
York devoted,tp Visits to museums, art galleries,
historicalfAtes, etc. In these cases the
prineipal,:;t'pacher, parent and pupil may make
special arrangements to cover missed class-
room work.

The principal maY=npt-, however, make allowances
for faMilY vacation ,..plans ;:that are,primarily
recreatidnaI.:' Example:. staying home to swim
and play ball at /ocal parks. Example: visit-
ing relatives in order to act as a babysitter.

hA.,- Jr
The fivg which will-be aPPlied by the
piincipal1n dOiding whether or not to ex-
cuse 'a pupil from attending are:

a. The activity which prevents classroom
attendance and the arrangements between
the teacher, parent and pupil for ful-
filling learning requirements for the
period of non-attendance are sufficient
to be considered fully equivalent to
classroom attendance during the period.

b. The special arrangements made can in no
way be. disruptive to the class, morale of
other pupils or their families, nor can
they infringe on the rights of other
pupils to have full attention from their
teacher.
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c. In. no case will'Outside'actiVities be
considered an alternative to. or re-
placement for the' regular school curriculum.
The purpose of this policy is to allow
for additional enrichment opportunities
that may becoMe available..

d. -..Cah this activity'be scheduled only at
this time rather than during one
scheduled vacation periods?

e. A structure of prior planning for Iea-c4i-
ing activities during the pupil absence
Must be 'evident.

2. In the case of certain family situations
special arrangements have been Lade for pupil
attendance TWo eXatple6',are:

Pupils temporarily residing with .a
friend Cr relative Within.the .di trict,
caused the pupil to attend .a different
:.8611d'ol or msakepeCial:transpor40401
[!arrangeMents-for 'a short period.,"-

Families moving intoor!cut.of,tbe
district very' near to the cncliof a,
Salborterth haVe:arrahged-tohOre
their children coMPlete.the,year;:in
their former Sdhools.I .

The school district. considers it_an
obligatioh, if at all possible,,tO__
facilitate'theSe'special arrangetent..
In all datesthe'weifar6of.the pupil
is the prime determining factor.

. .
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IV C PRoGRL.5 suMMAPY SEPTEMBER 8, 1970 .

:day of 'the .109T70 school year was June
9th : District ,#96, all pupils
in,:,grades-r':-.5.'reoeived*:a final report card l; far the year
and a- notice of a building assignment for ':the next
school year. ,1!

The notice of the .building assignment accomplished
s e moral, drew2attention to
the-)!-stairtIligdate and lie npe.,,ti-je. group- assignment for
the :faitilV for the next sehco1 year.; TbysoMe cases,
jthe spebi flt rre)**hd'tne.:,.4e0..fic teacher assignment
wereigiverL ',NAP 6:4 th0:. 'rojo!k or personned assignments
had beeñ w 1d out in ime .o have the information
printedefi the cads. Ip; 4,few., cases ; the 'teacher re-
cillestedthdt:'-6he üpils. 'irkherficlaes not , be -notified
that they woulc be in her class for the next ''school

1,; '';15"
7:tiYeAr.

Copes !:by. billIding,aeignment for thec.heXt--
school year also aided in. the transfer of pupil records

Pupils who were completing Grade Six were
previously scheduled 1-114,- cAPP , at ; We st,i V1ev Junior
High School, y ne cbunSelore, from West Vie', "; WhiY' '

vplted-y thetchbble:.4nd'1140:;hepupta.$ complete course
seleptiotinSheefg forthel..pOventh grade

All pupils
orfn

. .6 _

iJOrriplq
dc

ellent4c,Grade !contInVed'':.:
with sthei :1Eigirb-kidad6'' at West
All pagiltbmp"le-&lik thC,Tighthdrade, ,:oftl'coulese
con4ApUe: p8)=3*g.,.):4.stript ii-12ght4V
Grade graduates wil] attend Lockport Twp High Sbhabf'
District: 205 hoWVer,t a few from; Valley! .Vie

S,00.9DiStrpct #96 will go. ti=; m

and k As14,13;104s will g.0-:t0;,p,r4,1ratep(choo24i.:::. n

Ten days be fore each._ group if) begin
thei:Tupi18-tin that attendance groupwhowere .tcOefiter
Gradesnl,.'aridrTupilsto:enter ICindergartenl; redeitreed
letter'Yfrovthe principal of the:btAiclASngwhichtfiey.,
were to fattend. This.l.et ter noted0attieginnIng Ith*:
year, there rwere no book rental: fees or ,Nork bôo fee
for elementarYYt;1101:16'. It gve t4lejosicroutev:andt'Itteu
schedule4r:and Oldkr UP '061ht' fOr pupils who were bus .
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riders. Alsoincluded-Was:a reminder-thatall pupils
beginning Kindergarten or first grade for the first
time must have a birth certificate, and all pupils
beginning Grade Four must have ephysiCelexamination,
including a dental .examinatiOn; on a-form perscribed:..
16ythe_state- Also,- it was noted that all children

.

beginning ,school for the!firsttime must have ashot.
record, a record of immunizations.

Much publicity was given to the notification of
parents. Information was furnished' to the local and
regional newspapers. Messages were recorded on the
Dial-Into-Education, a 24-hour information service, and
secretaries at each of the school buildings were given.
detailed explanations of what to tell parents about the
scheduling procedures. During the period Of time from
June 9th to June 24th, a special effort was made in the
buildings to handle amy building maintenance or house-
keeping projects.. On Monday, June 29th, Governor Ogilvie
came to West View Junior High School to sign an
educational bill providing for year-round school.
Several Chicago Television Stations, several large
metropolitian newspapers, and several redid stations
covered this event.

.The four week days immediately before the be-
ginning of school, teacher institutes were held fOr the
beginning for the 1970-71 school year The beginning
teaching assignments on June 30th were June 24th, June
25th, June 26th, and June 29th. For those teachers
who ,began classroom teaching with the start of the B
Group, teacher institute days were July 15,, July- 16,
July 17, and July 201 Those teachers who began class-
room instruction in August had teacher institute days
on August 5, 6, 7, and 10th. Pupils came for Group O

classes on August llth.' The last group of staff members
came for their institute on August 26, 27, 28, and 31,
and Group D pupils bean classes on September 1st.

On June 30th, 1970, the first grOup of pupils came
through the.doorway according to their.sdhedules, Group.
A entered the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School Year
Plan. School bus operations wa8 relatively normal,
cafeteria operation was normal, building maintenance
and housekeeping was very good, eXterior groUnd
maintenance was comparable to normal school activity

j
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The news media Were given the opportunity to ,

circulate through the buildings, to talk with the
teachers-andstaff members, papents and pupils. The
most significant part of the school day, other than
the change in the school calendar, was the fact that it
was the hottest day ofthe year After the ,first day of

, operation; several parents complained to theAlstriat'
administrators about the utilization of classrooms at
Park Vaew.School which were not air-conqitioned., The
parents'felt'that air-conditioning was a, necessity on
extreama3i hdt days. The administrntors met with a.
group of mothers; represeritatives from the press also
talked with some of the mothers. A decision was made to
install fans to circulate the air in the hallways and
in the rooms. which weren't air-conditioned.

A Registration Mnter was set up at West View
Junior High School to facilitate the entrance of new
families into the school district. This Registration
Center was set up on a pilot basis, information was
furnished to the local and regional newspapers, and
the Dial-Into-Education messages urged callers to re-
fer newcomers to the community to the Enrollment
Center immediately in the event that the children
were scheduled for school during the summer.

On July 21st, Group B pupils began attending; at
this point half of all the pupils of Valley View
District #96 were attending school. All normal school
activities - playground, library, music lessons, mid-

. morning milk, art classes were operating smoothly.

On August 11th, pupils in Group C began attending
class. At this point three-fourths of the pupils in
District #96 were in school, while one group was on
vacation. In informal talks with administrators,
classroom, teachers, and pupils the biggest notice-
able change was the fact that the hallways seemed
to be full. Whereas before, with only two groups, or
with only one group in attendance, the hallways did
not seem to be as full. The school operation was
described at this time by John Lukancic, Assistant
Superintendent, in charge of curriculum and personnel,
as being "Unbelieveably smooth". Cafeteria operation
was smooth*, attendance did not deviate greatly from
averages last school year.
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Some parental objection totherahaOtatibp
policy was voiced The main tonternsere';i:that.:pA4is
had to wato school in areas)WherethereHOre;#6:'.
sideWalkthat-pupils:had:to walk.ekcesSiVediAances
_as_required bysehool.boardpolicT3 andthat'PuPils'did
no:.always attend.,the school which was closest to their
hoMe.,.11hese.problemp,are.not:primarily the fault Of. the
45-15s.scheduling...In facti'these problems were partly
ala.eviated,:by7the .14515 Plan On August 15th,''a'three'
part referendum was presented to the Voterdi:allthree
partere papsed.:, This is; especIally sIgnifiant be-
cause of!the trend referendtitt.in' this.area.

'

;

Ls.; .!:.';
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IV D. BUDGET AND FISCAL OPERATION.

A detailed fiscal analysis for operation of District #96
under the" 11515 schedtql-Xig.,sy_stem is not, available; The
school distritt hasA'een-Operating Under.the,45-115,Plan
for several months; this is insufncient time to make
any definitive statements regarding differences in costs.

Accounting concerns itself primarily with recording
the past financial transactions of,a business concern--
in this:-Case a .ichool distribt:-' The cost figures are
projected into the future based on past experiences and
based on realistic projections of pupil growth.

To repeat, the 45-15 Plan used the existing physical
plant one third more days of the,year. The 45-15 Plan
by itself does .not add more dayS of instruction for the.
pupil. It does not increase the per-day pay of the
teacher. It does not raise the monthly salary of ad-
ministrato --It does not increase other school services,
such as busing',. speech correction, counseling, etc. In-
creases in total costs are due to increases in number of
pupils.

On September 14, 1970, a budget of $6,047,273 for the
1970-71 school year was approved by the District #96
Board of Education. This figure is an increase of
$81,372 over the previous year's budget of $5,955,901.

Enrollment as of the end of the 1969-70 school year
was 5526. The enrollment as of September 14, 1970, was
6646 in four groups. Projections indicate that the
total enrollment on June 30, 1971, will be 7200.

A. yearly increase of $81,372 to provide educational
services for an additional 1674 pupils would indicate a
significant cost savings per pupil.

Salaries for staff members have gone up and will
continue to go up. This is due to the addition of many
new staff members, inflation, and the attraction of more
fully qualified staff members.

The total district costs have grown rapidly and will
continue to g row. This is because of the tremendous
increase in enrollment.



Simply stated, more children .equal more cost. The
tax levy for Valley View District #96 filed September,
1969,.has,produced the following tax' rates` and tax per-
centages.r These rates were 'used it computing the tax
bills that are payable in 1970.

Educational
Building
Transportation
IMRF
LiabilityIns..
Special Ed.
Bldg. B &

Tax--Rates..
:...

.1,541
.250
.120
::041
.012

.1141

H2.424-

Tax Percentages
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IV E. I.JEGALyPISPECTS,t

"Monday ,:Holiday -am". - ' ':" .'" '

In the design of the school calendar consideration WaS
provided for mandatory school closings to conform to Section
214-2 of The School Code as amended by the 76ph Illipis
General Assembly'. This "section becomes effective onJanuary 1; 1971 ,.

These days,..are::reouired 1school.

New Year' s Day - January 1
Independenee Day - July 4
Christmas Day - December 25

11

Thanksgiving Day
...,,,:,.,, J.,i.:,..,, .--.:1

: 7:.:,:,

- fourth Thursday in ,November,-
. .. - _ .

Good Friday - the Friday before Easter, Sunday

IILincoln' s Birthday - First Mona Y 'fh 'F'ebriarY'-
_ .. _.

Memorial Day .1:,-5,.,...).'..- ',(laitiviOhdaY.'in'MaY

ILabor Day . MOne,ak: 'eiSterlibei,-

I
Columbus Day

.., H,c, ...! ,..,',.;;. , , ,,,.. ..,,,,,:.
- second. NOnday _in October.

Veterans Day, : '.: :.' --i ':fcittith I Monday in'potoi

The Illinois "Monday Holiday Bill" is the same as the
federal "Monday Holiday Bill" except Washington's ,BirthdayF

11_ (the :ttard Monday in #6bruarY) is nOt a required ddhOP1
closing ,:d0 ean.d.f'Li666lne'ffirthdaY' is a required school
closing'Cday,..YA

All BaturdaY&%and.SundayS are required sChPoi'

I

I

days.
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The following is a brief summary of the Compulsory
Attendance Law (Article 26) of the School Code of Ininois.
This is for review only. For specific apPlidation7OfHthe
law refer to the complete School Code and recent legislative
revisions.,,_ ,

-

4deverhas.:custody.or control of a'child'
between the ages 7 and 16 shall cause such Child
to attend public school in the district where the
child resides,during,the regularischool-term.
The regular school term is defined by resolution
of the School Board.

Exceptions to the attendance requirements are:
... '

1. Children attending private or parochial school.

2. Children physically or mentally\unable to attend.

3. Children temporarily excused for cause by their
principal or. teacher,,--

4. Children excused in order to be-eTnployed.

5. Children,attending confirmation-classes.

7

Further, even if :a child is under age 7 or over
age 16, if_he,is enrolled in grades 1 - 12 he must
attend. (There is no attendance requirement for
kindergarten.)

It is the resPonsibility of the :school board, district
superintendent, teachers and localtruant-officer to know
whether aft children are in school that belong there. If
a person who has custody or control of a child is
found not to be keeping the child in regular attenddAce

, 7
that person is given a notice by the truant officer de-
manding that he comply with the law. If the person then
does not comply he is subject to fine or imprisonment by
the circuit court.
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METHOD OF DISTRIBUTING GENERAL STATE AID TO DISTRICTS. ON

AN APPROVED :TWEINE. MONTH.ALENDAR

HousP:AJ3452.5 :was pasSed_by .the SeVentySixth
GeneraR, APP.A401.5':):amtivassigned. into '-law by the Governor
on Augli#,,0 69 . 5bevlaw authbrieStheHkuperintendent
of PO4.9 ..411041PCtlOnL tedeterminaT:the'..General,'State Aid
apixii'49PROW to;:ditrittt-that Ibiberatebn an approved
twelve 604#,r0.?:,f4ladr .abcordaffee with_ Sec:0:0 18.8 of
The School:- tode-of Illinois as near as rddy-be applicable.
The following procedure will be followed in a school
distrUt which operates, on An approved twelve Month
calenderdurAng 1970-101.A:

I. . _general State'. Aid payment s. in 1970 -1971
computed on the following A baSis:

1. The best six months' average daily
for the 1969-1970 school year.

The 1968 assessed valuation of the school

will be

attendance

II. For the 1970-1971 schbol year attendance Shall
be maintained for each tract. In order to ,com.770
pute the .e.veragei trairy attehdance .p /r
Natal :daysHofettericlemc& shall. be_dIvf4ek by
the number of days school wa's' session for
that month. The average daily attendance for
the best six months of the fiscal year will be
he initi l' baSiS for 0&:1510:-.171'atateAtd.,

,:,ioompute,tionv InaShitch:as .APProXiMately:is'OrentYT.
five perdent bfYthe .tititals4re enrolA.00VAV"411,1i,
time, the be'sesikE,:itiOnths:'''&fel-aRe daily atteiicl
ante will be multiplied by four, and divided by
three b determine theydkSrict4i: Weighted best
:six monthsL,bflAVerage 011y:26:et:ehdindety4::L
average)datly:!attefidaftee fdt'PeaU

T 12-A41111 bey, multiplied; by': 1.25 in: t he'State
Aid- caltulati011 A

:

.:!



at e---A14-411-1 'be-di-st-r"itiuted. to approved
school districts in ,the4g1lowng manner:

1. Aene.ral$Pate :Aid :payment rilay
'.(bO'**11xfed to .State, Auditor immediately'

1;#0.14.0CP*44-4.0.41aPrOral ,Qtr:tfhe 00mmon.:.,
r'-g*O:1,;FIlt4:40P*Priation: in an ;amount eqUaI.
-to-apPr_OX4lately .pne7sixth. :the. districts
-Gepedial atge A4,4 naim. entitlement for - -

;
.

BeginningSetiteMber :1970, ,PaYMPnt s' will be
-Made- to- approve districts in the same manner.
as General State Aid payments are made to all

_ ,,.. ,.. . , c,

gstricts in: of, -these
'1 1: 1 i5ayil'eni0 shall' 4fie ci any prior reimbusement .

HOuseSill 529 '

House Bill .529 was.passed by both the House and:the
Senate of the 76th'Illinois General Assembly However
the bill was vetoed by the Honorable Richard B. Ogilvie,
Governor of the State Of

.

poillsort topoze to ..qie,.:Nembirs of the
Houeelof 'We'000eritatiVeCf,:rt1),P27.0.h, ,General Assembly
dated October'

. _

r .. ;
,

:

I he'rewi'th return, w.ithaut 'my:
House 'Bill 525 'ent-tbled "An act; to amendr.Sec4ons
la-15.1 and 10 .'20:l2 Of ,'.The 'School Code,'
approved March 'la:, 1961, as amended,.

prpyided 'for... changes in the
rejuirement urder the ;12jp. year . Such
changes :the purpow, of en-
couraging fOther: use of the full, year school plan .

However, during the legislative proce,anon,7r,
germane amendment distorted the original. intent of
this bill.

This amendment removed the option of any
school district to operate only one or more schools
within the district on a full year school plan. The
effect of this change is to require that implementation
of a full year school plan must be on a district wide



This,ghange:iz.unforturiatd'.in that'lt would
Inhibit experimentation with the full year school,
plan;ona-ischool7byschool-basit In-the'large urban
School districts which are most likely to find the
:_peedfor. and Advantageoin.SUChfull year school
plan.

For this reason I veto and withhold my
approval,from:ffouseBilI.

Respectfully. submitted,

Richard B. Ogilvie
Governor

Senate Bill 1438 -

-Thit bill was introduced on April 22, 1970 by
PP:114tAqialp,et to ame,ndChaTPbT.n.T'aragi4aphs
and '10-26:12 of The School Code to provide pr. a full
,schop; year plan; for-sehool diztriOts and requirements for
pupil attendance and number of days a.teacher shall_be
requirpd toteach

.T40-AID41.,,Was2:0ignedbovernorlOgIlvie.on the stage
of the'glhlufaituffat'WeitView Junior High School in Valley
View District #96 on June 29, 1970.



See,_10-2012;. ,So4Q9.1:7eat-:Sch0:oI'lage4j. To '06tablish and

keep in operat-ZOn-in,..eaCh,yeap during:a.sehooll-tetIA'bT'atleVSt the
,

minimum length-iiequi;red_by geation: 10-19 IlaTUfficient number of free

schools for the accomodation of all persons in the district over the age

of 6 and under 21'YeaS, and to securer

nd opportunity to an equal education in such schools; provided that

children who 11 age of 6 years by December 1 after the first

day of a school term shall be entitled to attend school upon the

commencement of sii6h-term; ansAt;lat in schools having mid-year promotions

those children attaining the age of 6 years by May 1 after the first

day of the second semester shall be entitled to attend school liDon thP

commencement of such semester: prevgzded7 -Surthep7 -that In any, school

district operatin'T,et _____ear school ezbasi ch-lldreh who

will attainafe. 13:1101-Pi5-0,, AP, 4ays after the ibmhenceMent--br
lii

shall be erffitied'to attend school upon the comffehtbitent

?he school 14pty.ietpay-,,.,hy-xie..sialltionotlitstiemr1a1i4 v,,

,
r 11'

¶ I !:-

'2n11 a full year'S.6hbol'Plan.



AN ACT to amend Sections 10-19.1 and 20-20.12 of "The

School Code", approved' Marehl,8, 1961,',AS amended.

Be-it enacted by the People:JOtjthe State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

If
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I

I

I

11

I

I

I

I
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Section 1. Sections 10-19.1 and 10-20.12 of "The School

Code", approved.March:18, 1961, as amended, are amended to read as

follows:

Sec. a0-19.1. Full year school Three-ealendar-quarter plan.)

Any school district, may, by resolution of its 'board, operate one or more

schools within the district on a full year school plan eaIendar-ef-12

menthe-er-235-deys-ef-eetual-pup11-attendanes-eemputabie-under-Seetien-Ig-B

approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Any board which

operates under this Section shall devise a plan so that a student's

re uired attendance in school shall be for a minimum term of 180 days of

actual attendance, incl,uding not more than 4 institute days, during a 12

month period, but shall not exceed 185 days. Under such plan, ne-student

shall-be-requIred-te-attend-eIass-fer-mere-than-3-eenseoutIve-quarters

and no teacher shall be required to teach more than 185 days 3-senseeut4cvc)

quarters. Any-beard-whIsh-sperates-under-this-seetion-shall -devee-a

methed-e appert.izenng-ts-students-se-that-saeh-grads-afPested-thereby

wIII-have at-aII-t4mss-an-snrelIment-ef-epprsmi-mateIy-7-54-ef-the-students

eg g? -bye te-attend. A calendar of 180 days may be established with the

anproval of the qiipc,rint,znd,=.nt of P"h14^ Tnstruction.



Teacher Resignations

In the opinion of the A8Sistant Legal Advisor to the
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, a
teacher submitting a resignation would be required to
notify the Board of Education at least sixty days prior to
the beginning of the school term for which the teacher is
contracted. Thus,

If a contract begins Must resign by

June 24, 1970

July 15, 1970

_August 5, 1970

August 26 1970

(

la

;1:7f:/::
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Apri1.25, 1970

May 16, 1970

June 6, 1970

June 28, 1970



IV F. EFFECT ON COMMUNITY

POLICE

Sociologists and law enforbement officials generally
agree that in both metropolitan'and suburban areas the
crime rates forj*eniles is significantly higher in,
summer than during other parts of:the year. This - is
attributable to several faCtorb. oneof which ls:thefact
that most children are not attending school. 0.o,.Sudies
have been done in Valley View District #96 regarding
crime rate of the children enrolled in the six Valley
View Schools

LABOR UNIONS

The majority of male employees living within District
96 are bluecollar workers. Approximately 10% of the men
are truck drivers. Many' Workers work in the building
trades or in businesses which are closely allied with the
building trades--lumber yards, short haul" trucking, etc.

Building trades employment tends to be seasonal. From
the beginning of May till the end of.September, employers
depend on the good weather in order to accomplish exterior:
work in home and highway construction. Favorable weather
is necessary for pouring all types of cements, asphalt mixes,
and mortars ,for bricks and stone and for earth-moving,
trenching,,' drainage projects, etc. The employers can ill
afford to have their employees take vacations during the
late spring, summer, and early autumn months. In fact,
many employers provide six day work weeks with frequent
overtime during the week

As weather becomes colder and wetter, employees
are restricted in the amount of exterior work they can
do, and the weekly workload drops off drastically.
Short work Weeks and layoffs in the Middle of the winter
are not uncommon. Requests for vacation between Thanks-
giving and Easter vacation are usually granted readily in
the building* ;trades industries in northern Illiaois.
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From the employees point of view, he is familiar
with the work available during the various. seasons- of .

the year and has conditioned himself to "Work all he can
while he can."

When the 45-15 Plan was explained to a group of
community leaders at Wes. Junior High School,
members :Of :therei141:066 wre .j40ked for ,their* reaction
to the schedu15.4CylOtallij-.00e xlian observed that in 11r'
years he had *neWtaken .?.. vacation during the. sumt with.:.

his children ;and- that he was loo4ng forward
in the w±nttex,i?rthesprint with 14s entire. family

No attempt w0-:nade to secure ap endOrsement from
any local Or regddnal labor union for several reasons',
The employees from District #96 work in a wide range Of
geographic job sites within 30 minute driving radius of
their home. Also because many labor union locals have ,

members from outside District #96, it was felt that to
ask them to ,evaluate ,the. plan, would _have seemed pre-
sumptious, sj.nce: here are mans, other school diStrictS
represented by these meMbers

r t , 2

CHURCH INSTRUCTION'

About -..70% of 'Will ',County 1S Catholic . The ,ratdd in
Romeoville1102-frOTdokand the 1*ediste rural areajs,:,-
approximately the 'same .-:Romeoville has a, Catholic grade.
school for..Grades' 1.4 t9:l:itigbr;bok has? a Catholic school
for Pradb.s These s chc'Iols remained ; on the.:t.raMi1oh4i
nine-month calendar

When the fami1y:s0e41,110'wer sent home to
eleven familieS: with: a 4a.1 children elected _ to
put their dhil&ren in.one- of the Catholic Schoorq,
rather than in one of the District #96 school. HoweVer,
approximately the same 41TIMber of ,families and children

.

who had previouSIY indica;e0 that . they planned on having
children in e '--private 'sbilOol:decded.to ;attena ona. of
the Valley View .SchoOls.,

ConferenCes. acre *held Tjf cthoo1 administators and
board 'embers at Bus serViM is
still provided Tor some 6t. the piarochial itUdents Vie
the District #96 buses. District 1/96 still adminis'ers
the Title II funds for St. Andrews.
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A dual eproll-MqPst,Program involving seventh and eighth
graders from St,. AndreWs,school and West View Junior High
had to be terminated. Previously one group of St.
AndreWle pupils had attended West View in the morning for
clasSes sand then returned to 'St. Andrews for afternoon
classes. Another group had attended classes at St.-Andrewt
in the morning and then came to West View Junior High in
the afternpon-for. classes. Dual enrollment students were
welcomedand,,invited to. West View athletic events,
social 1:Unctions and extracurricular activities.

In the B4ingbrook and Romeoville areas it has been
tradWona for Catholic pupils attending public schools
to .0teria pne weekly session of CCD instruction plus
a 'week,ortwo of all-day instruction during the summer.

Children of Protestant families attended traditional
"ChurCh,School" or "Bible School" or summer instruction
for one Or two weeks in the local churches or.in the
Lockport or Joliet or Naperville churches.

Questions arose for parents of District #96 pupils
who.were concerned with finding time, for a week or two
of religious instruction during the year. There are
several solutions to the problem of-finding time for theze
church 00001.6.. Since the families know and-receive a
calendar well in advance, they can make the-church-leaders
aware of the summer vacation schedules of the various
children. Instead of having all the children present at
one time for two weeks during the summer the church could
schedule~ one of. the children for two weeks and repeat
this four times. ,,Ilaturally some churches will not have ,

the quantities Of school children and will not have the
staff to parry, out A program such as this, but the larger
denomination's would probably find this an adequate solutiOn;

LONG TERM ILLNESS BY A PUPIL
.

In diPcusSions with.parent groupsHt.his.:qUestiom.
freque4VY 4,i.ile-Up4"What would happen if achild would
miss an extended period ,ofschool, due-tO a seriousr-ill I.'

ness or,i0ury,(for instance, a hrokemleg)?"1.'Any.
large soh001 distTict has acassor two each;yearhere.
pupils areHforced tO-miss_weeks-of school. Each' case
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the tea:cher; parent', andt
ingP41,ileiPA3. feel that the pupil would benefit by being
moved to the;,;next :grade.: at the end of the sOhool _year, then
a child,:Qan iz,P moved.: along with his class and allowed. to

. ,make Up.,work by means of homewbrk; homebound instruction,"
or Independent study,. .-

. .,,- ", .

,..Por ,Ocample, .assUme .child assignedt the D dr6Up:
suffers an injury on -,September' 1;::1970, and mits6S'_13.0
days of school : and7assume that he ;is :Unable td"rnake'
this up thrOugh home study. How can the pupil make up the
equivalent, ;umber of class-days? When the 'Student comes
back -t,-o..-s:chool, he can be .placed in a cids'S .With children
from his ..owp: neighborhodd iri the D -Group for:15 day,P
Then when,othe D Groups finished; be Can be moved- to the
C Group for 45 days, then to the B Group for 45 days.
After :he finishes the 45 'dayS on the B Group', .the boy has
complq'ted; 30, olass days to comp"ensate for the clasS' daYS
which he ,missed..

Naturally the pupil loses out on two 15 class day
vacation but must be remembered' he had a "30 ClasS day
vacat immedlately fter:- he suffered-1'11S

. ,

NP:: are., made that the 45-15 scheduling :plan will
provide;. for all , cases. of less; ofIL'olaSS by a
but , 45-15 ::Plan- can do, as "mu-0Y as the traditional
school Ye, ar Lin', providing flexibilit , for making ,up"
class .days ::; ; ' .

ithe LOx hbuil ding principalS 'Were-given authorty
provide:-for -make 7Up work' Lin ! a Variety of ''ways '

T4 the pas tRit , has 'always, been 'the ''experience that
do-missup.. to three weeks in the'fall or in,-the-

spring because of movement into and out of different
school districts.

-:

Cases where a pupil would gain additional
ossible;::,
day_s:of,

classroom instruction, before, moving ,;al's'o

but if a,child: repeats a .few' weekS, of 'a grade. 10relwhOl_
he moves new school;... most ,teddhers -and:POOntS:
would not feelf, that;' this -would be hall-ift-AV. AS
of fact.,.; tee chers-.7fee 'that' thiS might be ,H",!
efi°iaq-.t would' make.:the'.-transition
smoother.
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HIGH SCHOOLS

Almost all pupils who finish Grade 8 from District 196
go to Lockport Township High School District 205 for
Grade Nine. A feW pupils in the upper-most northwest
corner of the district are, in the Naperville High School
District. A few pupils choose to attend Joliet Catholic
or St. Francis Academy in Joliet. The 45-15 Plan was
explained and discussed thoroughly with administrators
from District 205. Their primary interest was that
pupils whofinished Grade Eight ,,would finish before the
Ninth Grade pupils.begdn in District 205. No matter to
which group the family is assigned, all pupils who
finish Grade Eight in District 96 will finish before the
traditional starting date of the high schools in this
area.

NOMENCLATURE

In the early development of the 45 -15 Plan, the four
groups ofARIpils-were callod "Tracks". The term "track".
was frequentlsruseff interChangeably.WIth the term."tract"
in variouSnewS',media.

In 1960-1965, in Valley View School on Naperville Road,
all the childrenin.Grades.Six, Seven, and E141t:,Nere
grouped into "tiiabkS":'ACcording to achievement test
scores, teacher recommendation, and reportoardgrades
Track A loUtiflere labeled high, Track B pupils were
called average, and Track C pupils were called
Placement of pupils into Tracks was obvious because each
track (three homerooms of approximately. 110-pupils)
followed a differehttraCt or area of learning).

To avoidThcohfUsion the 'terni-fiattendance. group ". or
"Group" was,stggetted as a:designation for the pupils in
A, B, C, andThe'terms-stillcOntinue to .be. used
interchangeably,Anit'the children and adults in the
Valley View:DistriOt understand that:the families are
grouped geographically, not according to ability or
achievement.

TEACHER - PROFESSIONAL GROWTH

School board members, administrators, parents and
the teachers themselves were concerned about the pro-
fessional growth opportunities that would be afforded to
teachers working under the 45-15 Plan. Previously all
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teachers had been required to complete three hours of
graduate work every five years; this requirement was
suspended by the Board of. Education. Several large'
universities offering evening and. Saturday graduate
courses in education are within one hour's driving time
of District 96. In addition, universities offer'graduate
extension courses in LaGrange, JP1et, and Aurora.

Then, one may ask how doeA.a dentist or lawyer or-en-
gineer maintain his professional status through the com-
pletion of formal course work? The,answer is, of course,
that these professional people must'schedule their course
work well in advance and must.besvilling to forgo' a
possible temporary loss ofincome.( ,, s,

For the summer of 1970 those teachers who were com-
pleting their requirements for a master's degree were
readily granted a contract which would not require theiil' 1 '11
to teach during the summer of 1970.

A ready. 'Ouppq.',Y,ofqUalified substituteSisantfdit5ated
to replace thoSegachers who wish-to-take advantage-
one day workshop6',.three day institutes, etc.,;';'-'duritg'the
school year.

.;%

MINOR SHORTCOMINGS OF THE :.45715 PLAN-IWASKINGFOR.J''

FEEDBACK AND PROFESSIONAL,01?INION FROM PARENTS,TEACHEiiSH'

AND BUSINESSMEN

The point,was,invariably brought out that this was
a break4ith'fraditions. However, few people viewed a
break with tradition as being,a shesrtcoming. Ther4rS''nO:
doubt that the Valley View 45-15 -.Continuous School-Max
Plan is different. However, breelting with tradition is
not always undesirable and many ,tj-me$ ds desirable and
necessary. The traditional school year would not alfow
the pupils in District 96 to attend classes for a fuT1
day for an entire school year.

The 45-15 Plan gets more "work" out of inanimate.
objects--buildings, playgrounds, cafeteriat'Oquipmentr;
projectors, school buses, books, etc.
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1) However, textbooks have,traditionally been written
for the nine-month school year beginning in September and
ending in May. A sixth grade reading book begins with
stories about the fall of theTyear, moves into poems about
Thanksgiving';and_then prpgresses-through Christmas
literaturestOries about Washington and Lincoln, and end6
with stories about summer time.

What about those students who started on June 30
in Grade six.with a reading book such as this? In the
middle of the'sumMer they read about leaves changing and
before Labor Day they are reading the poems about Thanks-
giving. Textboofes may be written that way, but any
knowledgeable teacher can adjust her yearly course out-
line so that the class does not progress through the
book in the'enet order in which the book is written.

Any curriculum which is so inflexible that it can
not be adjdated from a traditional nine month school year
to a school year of four 45day learning Segments. 1S'in'
dire need of reVision.

In one working day a.department head should be able to
make a detailed .syllabusof..the major work to be completed
by the typical pupil in his department in one year.

2) The second minor shortcoming of the 45-15 Plan is
the fact'that.many.pupils will be moving into the district,
and since pupils are scheduled according to geographical
areas, there'lS the possibility that. pupils new to the
district may 10se a period of schooling

This,Ids of class attendance days is recognized as
a minor problem...

The maximum number of.class hours lost by a pupil moving
into the distTict into,an:417Q4 where the. other pupils haVe,
already begun'dlasses ismuCh,,Ieesthanthe Class'hOilra"
which would be lost if ihe traditional school year were
utilized with half -day sessions.-
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PROVIDINGINFORMATION TO THE COMMUNITY -
,

.
,

Despite the tae.t.thAt a dellOeratT1c1.-ti*a made to keep
all part s':of the community well informed about'-aCtiittes
in District 96 schools, from 'time, to time it was evident
that isolated .Citiiens were poorly .inforMed,or-miainforMed.

A 24-hour per day dial-a-message information service,-
called, "Dial-Into-Education" has:been-Used by the school
district for several years. -,Two minute-mesSages -which are
changed about every.week,tell about different aspects of
school operation the community are urged to
dial this number, by means of space filler blocks in the
local newSpaPers, biurPs in news letters-froM-the PTO and
from building principals, and a-notation on each menu which
goes home. A brightly colored emergency ihformation card
was distributed to all parents in the community. This
card, to be hung by the telephone, gives the phone nizmberra
of various police and fire units, the numbers of each
school buildings,, and the Dial-Into-Education number

While this dialing message by itself furnishes a lot
of information to resident s. of the doffimunitY, it also serves
to indicate that the school adMinistrators,are making an
effort to keeP the citizens in the community infOrmed.'

Frequently mention is made of the fact that visitors
are welcome at ,school board meetings. School board members,:
and adminiStratPrs: :take the time to furnish detailed -'

information:and-to answer questions for the news reporters
.

at school board meetings -These efforts over ation
period of time have done much' to build UpcomMunity con-
fidence in the District 96 school board and administrators. ,

The superintendent and other school administratd7A
have always been willing to go out into the community
in the evepingscto talk,to,community organizatiOris'and'
small grOups of.Citizens.who gather together to listen to
representativeS10/:,the Valley, View 'Schools.,

As an example Of how the administration,pidns ahead'to
answer questions and provide information to citizens in
the community, each school secretary was provided with a
list of answers to the 4 most commonly asked questions for
which they would receive after the family calendars were
mailed home. It is significant to note that the
questions were anticipated, answers decided on, and
secretaries notified before any parents called in.
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45-15- TELEPHONE QUESTIONS' AND ANSWERS

QUESTION #1 ,,What-:is-this- I. just' got' the mail?

Answer #1. The 4515 Plan i's.wht District #96 will be
.ioperating. next school-year,.. We are going
:TO'hthWPian-bedause.wewilirbe very
overcrowded.

Answer #2.' .C)/r..JanuaW15th at at West
ITlew,lunior5HighSd,hoph4re will be a

..:Parerrt; -Teach r Organ, ation 'Meeting where
::,thet454.15iTlfalS,Wil-lHbe7eXplained. Would

Answer #3. If you woulcI'llketo get ten or more
people together for a coffee klatch, the
district will send representatives to;:

,Iroui.ihomerteeXplb.I0hidi4an to tkie
people :yati asSeMb16,Caii.:4§8-7981 if
you would like to have,a coffee klatch.

_Answer #14. you!-WoUid pleaWDialifitEducation
.8313,4699 yoli;iwill-h66.r a brief explanation
tof%the':45'.:-15

QUESTION #2,, -I want to change the 'group _my family is in.

Answer. If you would pleaseAocUtent in writing
why you must have your family changed to
another group and include in your
documentation your name and address, the
names of all children in your family that
will be in school next year, and send
this letter to the principal of the school
where your youngest child attends this
year, the district will review your
request and you will receive a reply be-
fore mid April of 1970.
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QUESTION #3. anithing.- .

What do I do?

Answer Call e68-79.81. and Tgive your name and
address. A census form will be mailed
to you that you will have to fill out.':

and return. in the encletr'stamped22'11:
enyalope..,:Y011,114i11:be:nbtified then by
mail what group yoUi'f'dirillY.' is in.

:7!

- Any parent who is rery dissatisfied'
with the -4515 Plan abdUid'' talk with the
assistant ,principall, or pri'ncipal . If
the::assiStantpriiiCiPalor'Principal can
not satisfy theAparent Lthéarent should
be directed to call the Superintendent 's -
Office at

QUESTION fILL I received two .:letters wi,th two different
group assgnnients What. -do -'1 do?

Answer
Li

dail 838-7981. Give the secretary your
,..riame:' and address, the,firt.names of all, .

o1 the .o-hildren: that will be attending
school next year; and the two different
group assignments you received in the
mail. The district will then notify; you f;,.;.:: by mail after January -1st AS to your6...
correct assignment.. We are sorry for this
inconvenience;.-

.1j
J!.

;
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The telephone number 838-7981 was in the Research Offi,le
at West View Junior High School (now operating as the
Research and Development Office and located at Park View
School). From January 5, 1970, when teachers and pupils
came back from Christmas vacation until June 9, 1970, when
the 1969-70 school year was over, every person who called
this number to ask about any aspect of pupil scheduling
or the 45-15 Plan talked with Mr. Patrick Page. During
this time hundredsJoficalls were received - mostly to
report minor corrections such as the spelling of a
child's name onto:ask questions dbout specific building
assignments. Few,,callers were hostile or negative after.
they understood how the 45-15 scheduling worked.

Between January 5, 1970, and the day when school
started, June 30, 1970, seven caller% were referred to
Mr. James R. Gove, Assistant Superl_ntendent because ,they
indicated that they could not accept the decisions or
information which they had received from Mr. Page or one
of the building principals. Four parents made appoint-
ments with Mr. Gove and Mr. Page, came in for a personal
meeting* and discussed their particular problem.

In summary,.. once :the dommunity_asa whole and:parents
as individuals understood'the'45i5s.chedulingplananth.
once they, nnderstoOd-the rati'Onalebhind the%rescheduled
school year (that is, to get-iii6±ie and better utilization out
of the physical plant)the community accepted and cooperated
with the school district.
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V-A . DESCRIPTION: OF-- OTHER ZOIVIMOtlf!=DISCUSSE15'

YEARROUND: SCHOOL. PLANS. I. s

Staggered Quarter-

The studen-Cbody; is divided into iburi7e0d1 0646:
Each group 'goes.toacbool.sfor-nine-monthandth&n-haS'
three months Vacations$y,Ispaciingthestartifig'time 6f-the:
various groups,'Orie.ofthe grouipsAs-on-vacationVhile.
three groupsare,attendin3 school: Saves-OrCciasbrooms:.
required. 'Enablesctlers,!tolvork for-twelve months'.
Not a complicated SYstem to set up or administer, except,.
that all children,1n,gnefal4;T:Mutto1164 salhehedUle.
Parents offerre0Ptance,,,!1.What, can:mukids. dd during `a'
three montlifineA r-c010P-An1 Deoember;7-Jahtlary,.and
February?" Requires, air - conditioning:' - --!.,

Four - Quarter .Plan.`.

The sch06I Year4s madeup,,of-four'three month
terms, (60 days).* PapilS pick the three terms out of the
four that ttley,14st.140,attend.P4pils.may alsodhoose
attend fourout O.fTbefo.x,termpProvides.mOre dctual
school days:for PiOse take four terms
Costly. Dbes;*t.;iaVe :ClaSSroom space:.

Modified'SumMer'SeSion

Many courses are offered during an eight week
summer session. Pupils may take 40 classes of 120-180
minutes as a substitute for 90 classes of 40-50 minutes
during a semester of regular school year. Popular for
typing, driver education, remedial reading, classes which
have been failed by the pupil, extra classes for the
purpose of earlier graduation. Costly unless tuition is
charged. Pupils usually arrange own transportation.

The Extended School Year

The school calendar has had 40 to 60 class days
added to it. Instead of two semesters of 90 class days,
the pupil may have two semesters of 110 days to 120 days
in length. Costly. No savings in classroom space.
Teachers salaries, buses, etc., must be paid for the
40-60 extra days. A very good proposal for increasing
pupil learning, but requires a substantial increase in
cost of school operation.
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Staggered Term Plan (Rotating term plan)

Pupils are scheduled,forquarters,or:trimesters.
This spreadsehrbilifient'thrOughOUt- the year and saves on
classroorivreqUireMentgs. Enables'teachers,to teach .more
months. PreSenteSChedulinglpi4ObleMs,if. groups are not
the same,size.and dfthe-terMs arefnWof.tne same length.
Requires one foUrthOr!dnethird Of"pUPilS to be,out for
3 months dUring'Ithe-winter:

Continuous-Progress-Plan- (Still in planning stages)

Several varieties including a trimester plan,
quadrimester plan, and "extended K-12 scheme." Goals:
Stress learning at individual's own pace in extended school
year; conserve teacher and pupil time; permit pupils to
accelerate a year; provide "extra" time units for projects.

Multiple Trails Plan

Eleven month school with modular scheduling for non-
graded instruction. Daily time blocks free teachers and
pupils by means of staggered courses; school space and
resources are used more efficiently; enrichment and
acceleration are built in. Scheduling for 24 time modules
per day with every day different would require the in-
dividual scheduling of each classroom, each piece of
equipment, each teacher, each pupil or small group of
pupils. Legislation would be required to enforce attend-
ance for the eleven months.

12-4 Plan

The pupils are divided into 4 equal groups; each group
attends on a different, staggered basis; all go to school
for 12 weeks and are then on vacation for 4 weeks. School
is closed for a week at Christmas, a week at Easter, and
2 weeks in the summer. Each group has a different starting
date so that at any one time only three groups are in school.
Groups stay in the same rotation order. Only 3/4 of the
classroom space that-would normally be required is needed.
Teachers may work 48 weeks and still have two one-week
vacations and one two-week vacation. One group will have
34-43 days off at Christmas time; one group doesn't have
a four week vacation in the summer. Simple to schedule.
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9-3 'Plan

. .Similar to the 12-4 Plan except pupils athdl.for
9 weeks and then have a 3 week vacation. One.Week.vacationsat Christmas, Easter, and in the summer are seheduled.
Because of legal holidays the four groups of pupils do notnecessarily have the same number ofdays of classes.The OSPI in Illinois has stated that all pupils attendingclasses under a year-round school scheduling system musthave the same number of days of classroom instruction.Therefore, a 9 week - 3 week Plan would not be permitted
in Illinois.
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V B. WHAT THE 45-15 PLAN IS NOT

The Valley View 45-15 Continuous School Year Plan is
not a short term or temporary plan for operating the
schools. The first calendar sent out.to the parents was
only for a l5-month period. The calendar designed by
Mr. .Page, Research ,Director, was for a five-year period
of time to insure that the.plan could be Scheduled through
1975 barring unfor.---)en problems, The 45-15 Plan is looked
upon as a way of.1J.fe from now Pn".

One.. frequently asked question is "Now that the school
district has gained tho equivalent of dozens of extra
C..-ssrooms by means ,of utilizing more days of the years what
is the school dist/ict going to do when the continued

.

grol4h in, enrollment makes the class sizes unmanageable
again?" MrHermanSen has answered this question many
times; hia answer is "we will have to build more buildings
in the future. If classrooms cannot be built; we'll then
go to half day sessions .on the 45-15 Plan."

The Valley View Schools have used double sessions be-
fore for certain grade levels and for certain school
buildings and there seems to be no reason why pupils
could not attend classes, on a two-shift per day basig onthe 45-15 'Plan just ,as the y. have attended classes on the
two shift per day

. basiS, on a traditional,Ischool year plan.

Anothe questiOn has been asked several times. "Since
the 45-15 Pl'ar- has e;::,Yen the ,district the equivalent of -

60 fully equipped, (:!.4srooms,(as of September, 1970') does
that mean that,604a-S6r-ooms would nave to be built and
equippe6' ',just to maintain the status quo if the district
decided .to revort to a traditional school. year?" The
answe-.2-13-rbunless' some provision would be made for
providing the'60 Classrooms by means of double shifting
the students.

.
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V C COMMUNITY SURVEY

Since the People most Vitally affected by -a year
round Cperationae the.familiea with children, one
hundred foiity familieS weregiven.a. short questionnaire..
to ascertain, their feelinga 'about the 45-15: Plan.
(:Sae: Appendix A:)..One'hundred eighteen returned' the

Only three were judged non-usable.

The sample was selected by choosing one child. at
randOw:from each classroom. The questionnaire was
sent htithe with the child and could be returned by

`-stamped; addressed envelope that was.enclosed. No
folloWup4as'Made in order to avoid irritating parents,
hence;the high percentage of returns is significant.- .

Ordinarly,the return on questiOnnaires .is much.lower.
unleaSelaborate folowup procedures are used. Pre-
sumably, the parents wereA..riterested enough in:the
topic to give a high resPonse.

RESULTS
. . . .

Vacations..-Six.iteriis covered the topic of vacations,
the most_ critical part of the 45715 Plan Generally;
mo:0be respondents were :in support.of the various
vacation features of the 45-15 Plan, though not in
complete agreement.- .Moreimportant, few families :-
snowedong.00jedtion,to inherent features of the -r_
45 -15 Plan. Thus, while most families Preferredvada-'
tiOns-during:the summer, they still would rather have
four.Vacation:periods, one during eacb.Season rather
than one:lOng_Vacation during. thesummer. -In.-addition,
they wanted .their,Cbildrento be all on vacation at
one tiMe.

.

In contrast, three aspects not inherent in the
vacation pattern were more controversial. Fortunately,
both extremes can be taken care of by individual teachers
and individual schools. Thus, while 35% want their
children to spend as much time as they wish in the
school library, another 35% want their children to be
free of school responsibilities and contracts. There
were 17% that wanted their children to have homework
assignments during the vacation periods but 19% wanted
their children to maintain close contact with other
children in school only in informal ways.

The full results on the six items are shown in
TABLE I.
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1

1

Iteb '

1. '11:Pk'efer vications'(week or longer)..

a Spring

`Fa,41-'

'-'1\16'i.espOrise

TABLE. I

Responses by PareritS to Vacation Items

2. The rest of my family prefers
'vacations in

a
Suirimer

ic:. Fa.11`.

d. Winter

NO: response

vabatioris ,

Most Least
Prefer. Prefer

19% , 5%

10% 8%
2% 75%

3% .11%

3% 11%

a. One vacation a year,'3
long

:11.b.Thi-eb-''Vdoatioils a yeat,',.1
month each

c. Four vacations a year, one
during each season, and each
lasting about 3 weeks

No response

4. For my children, I prefer to have
them

a. All have their vacations at the
same time

b. Have vacations at different times
(as I and my spouse) choose

c. Have vacations at times each
child chooses

No response
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8.70" 19%

65% 11%

12% 12%

97% 0%

2% 18%

0% 70%

1% 12%



Second, a majority of the parents (51%) wanted
their children with one, teacher at least one year.
This poses a problem in-scheduling if the teacher
wants a full,year of_employment. During the time he
chirdren are-on iraoatf_on,"tne tbaoner can-not be
assigned to a new group of students but must await their
return three weeks later. In the meantime, she could
do substitute work, take in-service training, and do
other tasks... the Valley View
worked out atothe2solutielh'for about.nalf (the'

teachers. Teams of three teachers were fOrmeewhich
will handle about 120 pupils. As 30 pupils are always
on vacation, only 90 are physically preSeiit each day.
The pupils will have continuous contact,#ith three
remiliar'faces instead of just one In AdditiOn, all
of the options possible with team teachitg will be
present, such as temporary groupings, .differentiated
tasks for teachers and shared planning.

Third, the parents 'were almost equally split on
a question that affects busing. Almost half (44%)
wanted their children assigned to schools that. .the

''staff judged most suited for his needs but another
:2- 0 t,'

large minority (43%) wanted their children ,to attend
schools 'close to their homes.

Finally, almost no parents (5%) ,supporte,the
-11Dresentlegal requirement for childret-to enter school
in September. Instead, most(54%)lavored...entrance.
when the child reach'eS-Sikyeare.of'age 'and:many (33%)
favored entrance when the child is ready to read as
determined by some test.

_ .

5' The specific results on thes,..three.;.4tems are
.shown in TABLE II -"

1,
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TABLE
r.)

Responses by Parents to Scheduling Items

Item

5. In contacts with teachers, I, prefer
my child to:

Most Least
:

, Prefer Prefer

a. Have as many contacts as pb8gible
with different teachera 15% 50%

b. Spend-at least a year-With dile'
teacher : 51% 18%

c. Be assigned teachers ap..the,,
'Jf administration:arid btaff'de4des 33% 17%

No response 1% 15%

7. A teacherishould'be:

a. Encouraged to work all year ip our
school system 56% 17%

b. Encouraged to work, only nine
months each 'Year, ''Using the
remaining time as he decides 23 50%

,c.-Required to work all yea.
he is taking more course work._ 24%

No response l 9%

8.. .11A1,antAlly :children'tbattend schools
ihatarei '

tb our home LW .; £18%
b.::-cllostdbUitedtp'.his'oeeds, ab,

A.udged.lby.,the 'staff ,44%,
as

judged by me (and my spouae) . 10%, 45%

No response 3, -16%

,Undereach of the plans, students
could :enter .adhoOl at several
diffeteritYtiMet dUring'the par.
I would prefer my children to enter
the first grade (or to have entered,
if already in school):



6. During vacation I would like my
children to:

,, r -,1 .--)::»:[-!
fY.ai. SOdn&T,6SmUdh'-tiMein'the

school library as they IlfF.t 35% 13%
1:1,: Participate in school athletic . . .

events 25% 29%
c. Be free of school responsibilitips,,,

and contacts '!::-)jY.% 43%

No response 2,% 15%

,pf-1 11. When on vacation, I would prefer
my children:1'

a. To have homewoi,k'Jassignments 17% 71%
Be free to' use the school
library when they choose

c Maintain close contact with
other children in school only
in informal ways ."

56%

19%

2%

16%

No response. 8% 11%

SCHEDULING'
3ri

Three kindscf schedulin0.problemS exist with the
45-15 Plan. These e lensth'andi period of a teacher's
contract, length of time each pdPil is with one teacher
or teacher team, and the specific vacation pattern
("group") that a family is on. In turn, the possible
solutions to these problems will, vary according to:the
distance a child can,be transported. Longer-bus routes
cause a more complex bus schedule but can ad freedom
to other scheduling needs. Some kind of eompromise is
require d.,1 Any compromise must take:int consideration
parental demands. Hence, thred ,Critical 'questions
were askdd of the parents; SumMariW 'inABLE II.

First, the'parents'were in Surprising agreement
that teachers should either be required to work, all

):::year (2,0) or be encouraged to work all year (50%).
Thus the parents generally did not seem concerned about
teachers being fatigued, a yiew contrary to,nyhat many
administrators and seine teachers exprdssed.-;
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a. When each reaches six years of 54% 5%
age

b. When each is ready to read, as
determined by some test 33% 36%

c. In September, irrespective of
reading readiness 5% 45%

No response 8% 14%

OTHER COMMUNITY AGENCIES

One item Was placed in'the questionnaire to'. `find
out,c1T.parents were more cOcerned about the impact on
tithertbron thempelves.,. The-mostobiously affeCted
ricShathOolprograms are the parks and other recreational
facilities.` A majority- e54Wot the'ptarenta thoUght
problems would he decreased for parks and recreation
144111e :only a small nutber-2%) felt that, problems.
would be increased for the parents.

-'.Respqnses

TABLE III

of Parents to Outside

Item.

Impact

Most
Piiefpr.

The effect of having only one' RI
fourth'of'the Stildents'On'vaea-
tion at any:One'tline would be to

.

a. Reduce problems for parks.and
other recreational

b.. Increase probieffis
c DbCrease prob1emS

-.:'No'res0OnSe

Least
Prefer

facilities 54% 7%
for parents 12% 53%
for.I3arents 24% 24%

-10% 16%
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EFFECTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Always of concern to an evaluator is the impact
of the act of measurement on the people involved.
(A similar concern in Physics is known as the Heesenberg
principle.) To be avoided at all costs is an effect
that would jeopardize the very program being evaluated.

Hence, two items were inserted to discover the -1

possible consequences of administering the questionnaire.
The general reactions were good, although the reactions
of the 22' who did not return 'the form is not known.
If the procedure is used again, then a followup interview

.1
might be worthwhile to see if this subgroup would
react differently than the larger sample. '-

A majority of the parents (53%) said they under-
stood better what the 45-15 Plan consists-of as a result
of filling out the questionnaire. Unfortunately, there
was a small group (10%) who said they were more confused
as the result of the questionnaire. In an attempt to
find out what may have caused the problem, the comments
of these people at the end of the questionnaire were
read carefUlly. ApParehtly, most of the confusion was
caused by the description of two other designs for
year round operation given in the introduction. Evi-
dently; they were just beginning to grasp the details
of the 45-15 Plan when suddenly two other approaches
were thrust at them through questionnaire. No previous
discussion had ever taken place about these alternate
designs in the community presentations made by the
school officials.

ven more important, a large majority (70%) said
they were more in favor of the plan as the result of the
questionnaire as contrasted to'a very small number (3%)
who said they were more strongly against the 45-15 Plan.
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TABLE IV

Responses of Parents About Questionnaire

Item

12. As the result of filling out this
questionnaire:

Most Least
Prefer Prefer

a. I understand better what the
45-15 Plan consists of 53% 3%

b. I am confused about the
45-15 Plan 10% 62%

c. I did not learn any more than
I knew before 30% 18%

No response 7% 17%

13. As the reSUlt of. filling out this
quadtibfinaire?'

a. I am more in favor of the
' 70% 5%

b. ' I' am' more.' 's against `the
45 -15 Plan' 3% 26%

C. I am pow n. favor the
6O- iD

,morei, of
5% 9%

d. 1.-airCnow**0'in favor of the
--1890 44T 4% 35%

.,., , 7.

No response- 18% 25%

GENERAL COMMENTS

At the end of each questionnaire, each resporident
could. comments ,,..which (50%r did. A fair size
minority (22%)..4i0uone ormOre;q4e'Stions or voiced
specific Objection part'vOythe'45715 Plan. Most of
the concerns, however, stegitned'fiibit'laCk of knowledge
about details of the obviously more complex school
organization. A smaller group (8%) were emotionally
against it in principle, irrespective of the adjustable
features of the plan that could accommodate the specific
objections of many other parents.

Any school district contemplating a year round
operation needs to be aware of these possible objections.
Hence, the specific content is discussed in more detail.
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"We are .strongly in favor of leaving
the school'system like it is right
now and always has been,evenf we
could pay higher taXes'I'd say $500
on a little four-room house is high
enough."

"No imter what parents feel pr, what
our `opinion is, the Lst00,:a.*the
so-called "educators" as they
please! ...I'm unhappy about your
45-15but at the sal*-4m0-q On

. - .

understand why yoUli!e:tryIng,to put
45-15 into action."--

"I hope it fails." (italics. Ours)

"To put it emphatically bit not
delicately, it stinks....I feel our
chilpen should enjoy a normal
3-month summer vacation as children
everywhere else do."

"I am really not 'At Al.l,happy about
the all year.school,plep I feel
children need the'1.8umthO*off.",

"I speak for many wOrking.tpthers
whenj say the.45715 Plan Will "riot
work :'for us. No-bothp-AlpyZWili, let us
work on 45-15 Plan, i57thet,ego-
our jobs;Land needed extra income."

"I do not want my children going to
school during summer months. I

don't, they would be interested
enough in their school activities
to learn..."

".I don't like.our children being
used for'. experiments;
the younele0a4bAi!A-1140'a
more supervision ;;" "'

,
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VI CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The-feasibility study, plus the actual experiences
of planning the Valley View 45-15 Continuous School
Year Plan, leads to these conclusions and recommenda-
tions.

ArlY ic11903. system can move to.ayear.round
lethoOl'Operat,ion if thesethree;problems in

"Winning acceptance are_apticipatedandi.
Planned for'.

A. Winning. community acceptance..

B. Involving profeSsional staff with all
of the specific ramifications of the
Operationespecially student scheduling.

. .

C. DevelOping a Model or design that does
nutipenalize, in the eye.s.of the community,
certain families.

DISCUSSION:

Probably only busing and integration issues will
more completely involve, a community than a proposed year
round school operation. Every family is affected.
However, much of the controversy about busing and inte-
gration comes from the feelings of many,families that
they are being treated unfairly. Hence, a design for
a continuous, year round,pchool operation must appear
as fair to all families. ,Thus, any plan that makes
one-fourth of the families take vacations in the winter
will be deeply resented, by those families whoJdo not
want their.children.on vacation during the winter
months. Two Possible sclutions are to have all students
attend school all year or to split vacations into small
segments throughout the year and then stagger the seg-
ments so that only a portion of the student population
is on vacation at any one time. The 45-15 Plan gives
every child a three week vacation in each season of the
year.

Of course, winning acceptance requires more than a
good year round design. People must be involved. For
the community, this requires keeping them informed,
allowing them to raise questions, and answering the
questions promptly and warmly. For the staff, many more
detailed answers are required. This can be done only
by simulating a fully operating schedule, so that all
conceivable questions can be answered. This approach
has the added advantage of allowing changes to be made
as unanticipated problems arise. Of course, no simu-
lation will be so complete that the staff is fully
acclimated. Only an actual operation will do that.
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2. Any district planning a year round school
operation must appropriate sufficient resources
to do the planning properly.

DISCUSSION:

Every practical problem in a year round operation
can be solved with sufficient anticipation and follow-
through on the problem. Even if the prime motivation for
shifting to a year round operation .is to save money,
initially, extra resources will be needed to set up a
staff of two or three persons for at least a year to
anticipate and resolve various problems. Ones of special
concern to Valley View were:

A. Air conditioning for the summer months.
(This was not really an extra cost,
but a substitute cost for heating.)

B. Scheduling of staff and students.

C. Winning of community support.

D. Developing busing schedules.

E. Studying financial costs.

F. Planning of new buildings, which
are still in need, because the 45-15
.Plan only temporarily. Solves the
need for added space' resulting frOiri
rapidly ,expanding enrollments.'

.G. Obtaining necessary changes in the .,
state legal codes for the operation'
of a year round vehoolY
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The.prime motivation, for moving into a year
roundoperation should,not be to save a large
perCentage,of the annual budget but to
demonstrate to taxpayers that educators can
plan more adequately, make more efficient
use of available tax dollars, and show the
creativity that industry has used to,ad-
vance it so rapidly.

DISCUSSION:

Careful analysis of anticipated costs of. the 45-15
Plan show that the savings Probably will be about 5%.
The savings could go as high as 7-8% if all efficiencies
inherent in the 45-15 Plan are taken advantage of.
However, for various reasons, it may prove difficult
to hang on to every savings possible.

Of course, the prime source of the savings is the
extended use of capital outlay - land, buildings, and
equipment. Staff costs might go up slightly, because of
possible reduced turn-over and consequent overall rise
in mean salaries as older staff members move up the
salary schedule. A contrary trend might be reduced
teacher demands when on a full year salary.

The long range consequence of these savings, impor-
tant In itself, may be to improve taxpaYer attitude
toward bdUcation, so that more referendums can be passed
that will'make other improvements possible. One reason
taxpayers now are so resistant is that they feel that
increased tax rates do not bring corresponding improve-
ments.
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. Curriculum need not be changed sitCany signifi-
cant.vay to implement a year'round'school
operation, but the breaking.from one

ftradition establishes a climate for making
otherchanges as well.

DISCUSSION:

No important curriculum change was planned to accom-
pany the 45-15 Plan except one. Teachers, when exploring
the complications of the plan conceived the idea of
"cooperative teaching," a kind of modified team teaching
approach. Three teachers would work together to take
care: of 120 students with only 90 in school at any one
time. Once old patterns are broken, it is relatively
easy to undertake other changesas well, ospecially'if
they appear related .and supportive of the year round
activities. The cooperative approach arose with no
stimulation from the administration. It is now clear
that additional changes could have been nurtured if
there had been the desire.

However the school district deliberatlY chose not
to emphasize other'changesbecause the 'message" tb'be
presented to the community.Would:be simpler And more'
easily understood. Also, because no other district had
similar enough experience in:introducing.a staggered
vacation plan; the task of informing-the..communityand
professional staff.already looked big enough.
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5. Evaluation and feasibility .studies, while
necessary for long range assessment of year
round school operations, need not be a
:serious impediment tosspeedy'planning and
implementation of the 45-15:Plan.in other
School:districts.

DISCUSSION:

The experience of the Valley View School District
proves that the 45-15 Plan can be operated. It is a
feasible. plan.

Evaluation is a somewhat different problem.
Ideally, an evaluation design should be built into any
year round school operation just as it should be in any
existing Operation. However, the lack of an evaluation
descign is no reason, not to implement the plan any more
than it Would be an argument tc close, down;: any existing
program simply because evaluation is not formally
incorporated. School programs have and will continue to
operate without rigorous evaluation.

However, the spirit reflected in the 45-15 Plan of
doing a better job for the taxpayers and for students
means that,some type of evaluation be included. Minimum
base line data. ought to includetone or, more measures of

A. Student.,aqhlevement.y

B. Morale of professional staff.

C. Community:acceptance.

D. Detailed financial costs.
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VII . A OTHER. MATERIALS

Thej.ollowing is the script which.. accompanied
the' slide'prePentation which was used,to,give back-
ground information to groups of parents-inthe
community. The script was read by Mr. Fred Mumaugh,
a teacher at West View and a part-time radio announcer.

.During the,past few months.you as a community
member:of District #96 have no doubt had .1

occasion to hear ar read publications deal-
ing with our continuous school year plan.

,or,, as it:ip referred to, .The Valley View.
4571.5:Continuous School Year Plan.

You prckably have manyquestions,:concerning
the plan and why.-it,was designed. '

Or seek, a; fuller understanding of just how
the plan will,effect:youand your. children.

Basically, the Yalley View 45-15:Plan is
something,that!,hasbeeri developed!for;youi'

.:children:andHaround,ourparticularizch001
diptrict and community.

It is a plan that has been born out of
necessity.

To better understand this, let's take a
moment to look into the past,.preSent,
and future growth pattern of District #96.

In 1953-54, Valley View School was con-
structed, with building additions made be-
tween the years 1955 to 1959 The school
has 31 classrooms and a capacity of 930
pupils.

Park View School was constructed in the
years 1962 and 1963, with building additions
made between the years 1963-64. The school
44 classrooms and a capacity of 1200 pupils.

North View School was constructed in the
years of 1963 and 1964. The building has
31 classrooms and a capacity of 1000 pupils.
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..
West. View Junior High School was constructed
in 196647:Tbe building .has teaching
Stationsther than tradit1ona1-clas3rooms
and a capacity of' 1200 Ptitii1S-.

Brook View School iodated in-Bolingbrook,
was constructed in 1968-69. The.buildinghas 16 classrooms and a capaCity of 480 pupils.

And lastly, Ridge View School, ready for use
in the fall of 1969, has 16 classrooms and
a capacity of 480 pupils.

Thus, the total capacity of students in oursix district schoolsis 5280 pupils from
first through' eighth grade.

The construetiondfthe Six 'previously cited
schools has been a 7aaplt ..of.a tremendousgrowth, within:ouri.01104n1:.ty. , For :a moment

'In 1952, spipne'-rOoM opuntry. schools were
unifikV.Wariexatibh; arid in 1953, one
more.cne7room_country.schopl was annexed.

At this time the pOpulation of Romeoville,
the only incorporated area, was.150, and
reiativelyStable Until 1957;

0.00 acres wpre,takea'.. intp the Village
of RomeoVille'and'the-ffrst Hampton Park
Subdivision was.bsgun, having a-population of191.

Soon afterf.aSYte following subdivisions
were.begunol],ege_Vlew, Mikan Subdivision,
WeStbilry, KiiigSParlonial Village and
seVet;an ribr4'e'uhdliasiCidtjfairtpt.on Park.

Recently, Sugar. BrOok,aBeacon Ridge were

The rural areas ,have experiencedabuild up
withseVe'ral Of..the .SubdiViSions: forming the

01.1:04in6i3Ook.:

Cr-:,f"" iljty

I
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Also., it has been confirmed that the follow-
. jng,Subdividers have filed plat maps with the

county zoning office.

Hoffman Rosner

Levitt

Van Hazelbrook

.

Barr

Winston Muss

11hUO,lnAhe.near,future there-will be
14;500 dwellings plus the-continued growth
of existing subdivisions.

vJ
Prom.abeginnl.g enrollment of..89,:pupils in
.1953-L54 to ourcurrentenrolltent of over
5,422, you have continually been'able to
provide the highest quality of education and

;.updated facilities for children.

Hui.; what about the future? This is where
our real concern lies.

Within a matter of months, our six :buildings
Will, 40 to increased enr011Ment; no longer
be large enough to offer the best education
thatyour.child.needs! Why?:':'

It is estimated that enrollment will in-
:,

Crease 12% or 655 pupils in 1969-70 and 20%
or 1438 pupils in 1970-71.

7he.,tmo-,:l'actors contributingitosueh an in-_
crease In nrollment.are-Vumberthe ex-
,pansion.,qf subdivisions.and Number 2, a
state law effective in 1970 requiring that
the sphool,.district provide:a kind6rgarten
education for each school aged child.

Thismeans, that An.,the.schoolyear-1969-70
_there,411 hei-approximately3401Jiipils more. .,,
than the schopIsmere built to edddate and
in the school year 1970-71, an additional
1438 pupils!!
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As a resUltithere could be as many as 60
pupils plus, in one classroom : or h day
sessionS:

. .

A simple solution to overcoming this problem
would be to build more schools. It can't
be done!

. .

The taxpayers in dur'disqict,have.,approved
borrowing of the maxiMuth'ainOunt of money for
building purposes under state law-

Thus, after many months of research, the
Valley View 45-15 Continuous School Year
Plan was develOped.:-

This 'plan offers a design whereby our pupils
will not be in overcrowded conditions and
they can attend_a.full .44Y of classes.

It is a plan whereby the pup'il's will utilize
existing school facilities and present build-
ings throughout the year

.

The success of the Valley VieW. 45-15 Plan is
founded on a thorough study or, the, strengths

'1-andirliOitation6 of other year
pr grams, into consideration every
possible aspect of pupil and qommunity needs.

, -
Aferie;then,'iS a brief description of the
Valley View 45-15 Continuous Set194rYear

It is a sch6dil1inesyStaM that utilizes the
school facilitles.throughout the whole year.

ts-glilded into four
equal groups--A, B, C, D Children in the
same family are.always4placed in the same time
sChedtde'uhleSs'theParent requests otherwise.
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This is a calendar which has.: been; up
for the...S' ChOl.Y9ar .1970771, ,Legal holidays
Saturd'ay's and Sundays, a week at Easter, and
an adjusting period of six to nine days
are designated as times when. the school is
Closed....

Each of the four groups of pupils will
attend 45_classdays and then have 15 class
days vacation.

. ,

In.eVery-Season each group has 15 class
days of vacation.

6Y''staggering the starting date-ofgeach of
the groups, at any one time only three of
the groups will be attendingranyone class
day.

The four grCupgwill always stay in the
same order of rotOion..

.
In e,' calendar year each group will attend
classes 180 days-Or, 4 sessions of 45 days
.per. calendar year.

.the,..diStant,fpt.Ure underthe
4,5 =15 `Continuous.: School.; .Year Plan?, ,

Ofice our bondifig pOwer is regained, school
buildings will still.have to. be constructed.

. . .

HOweVer, under the 45-15 Plan, for every 3
schools of equivalent size constructed, we
willhave_gained_a fourth.. -

"Masrk twaih-Ohoe'said To get rid of submarines,
p94 the oopanl i]Hcw.yqu,boil,the ocean is
your prObleM."

Afid in thiS-StateMentwerealize that there
will be rriahy'r4/4iods of adjustment now/and
in the future common only to our district.

We must, then, work together in an effort to
maintain the type of education that. will afford
your child the best that our district can offer.
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VII B OTHER MATERIALS

News articles from local and regional newspapers
were collected, mounted on 81/2 x 11 three-hole punch
paper, and placed in ring binders under the following
catagories in chronological order:

A) Growth and development in Valley View
District #96 area or Will County area-

B) Building construction (including bus barn),
remodeling, purchase of buses.

C) Census and data-processing.

D) Curriculum, teacher study committee,
kindergarten program.

E) Instructional TV, Illinois Bell lines.

F) Classroom Teachers Association, teacher
negotiations, salaries.

G) Other schools in Will County, Illinois,
or United States.

H) The 45-15 Plan.

Articles relating to the Valley View 45-15
Continuous School Year Plan are included to provide in-
sights into how the news media presented the 45-15 Plan.
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SCHOOL BOARD OKS
$5.6 MILLION BUDGET

A five and one-half million
'dollar budget was adopted at
the Monday evening board meet-
ing and budget hearing of School
District 96. The separate funds
were broken down as follows:

Education 3,207.738.07
Building 309,261.55
Bond G Int. 450,600.00
I. M. R. F. 38,760.00
Transport. 179,062.00

Construction
West View 34,362.15
New Scl,00ls 1,383,139.14

Total $5,602.922.91
Finance Chairman James

Dingle praised the budget as be-
ing the most realistic' fn the his-
tory of the school, and credited
business manager Dan Sufoletto
for the new and more compre-

i e fomiat.
allowing motion was

posed 'by vice-president Harold
Lindstrom:

"I move that the Board of Ed-
ucation of. School District #96

-direct the district administrative
team to .begin, forthwith, de-
tailed investigation procedures
on various possibilities of updat-
ing our school calendar. That
the ultimate primary purpose of
these investigative proceedures
shall be to design a sound ed-
ucational proposal for the ex-
tended use of school facilities
and personnel in District #96.
Also, that the administrat -
ive team make recommendations
to the Board of Education on their
findings and that these recom-
mendations shall be made with
the expressed purpose of up dat-
ing the District #96 school cal-
endar no later than the 1971-72
school year." All approved the
motion.

What the above means is that
the board wants a program on a
12-month school year. Super-
intendent Kenneth Hermansen
and multiemedia director James
Cove had announced at previous
meetings that they are in die
process of investigating this pos
sibilityt

lc?e0:4,) 4.

Urge 12 Month I

School Year

District 96 Superintendent
Kenneth Hermansen was urged by
the Board of Education at Mon-
day's meeting to expedite pLans
for a 12-month school y ear as
soon as possible. Hermansee
and administrative assistant Jim
Cove reported that they had
spent considerable time studying
this possibility, but that much
more research was still 'to be
done.

Board vice-president Harold
Lindstrom, said he had thought
that such a program could be in
effect by 1970. Gove said the
earliest target da t e they could
work toward would be in
1971. He and Hermansen ex-
plained that at present there was
but one school in the country
that was carrying a full - fledged
12-month school year, and that
District 96 would to largely

ioneerin in this field.
two-cent evy was aleav-

ed for a building fund for spec-
ial education facilities. This
tax will be on the 1968 levy and
will provide funds for this pur-
pose next June or July.

Approval was given to adver -
tise the sale of bonds (building
fund) and to award bids Sep-
tember or .a later date if the
bond market is expected to be
more favorable later.

Attorney Eugene Korst, in his
report on the approved land pur-
chase from Alexander, said that
the contracts had not yet been
returned by Ric ha.rd McKool.
He also revealed thatthe Bechtel
Oil pipeline right-of-way cuts
through a portion of the property
just north of Park View School.
This is one of the two plots the
board is purchasing from Alex-
ander. Xorst said he asked Mc-
Kool if the sale of the right-of-
way to Bechtel was a factor in
reducing the sale price of the
land to the School. McKool, he
reported, said it did not.

Two resignations were accept-
ed and five teacher contracts
approved. The activitie: fee for
West View Jr. High was set at
$8. SO with the option to make
payments in two parts.

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
RIGHTED MATER/AL j1iAS BEEN GRANTEDar J

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
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OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PER-
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER-
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rt Construction '

lay Louise ScItalZer
Construction of a 16 room

school in Rorneoville will
begin inuniately. A land
purchase contract was
signed by the District 96
Sch.aol "..";ored President.
Bruce Webster, and Vice

Harold Lind-
strom, at IY.'criday's District
961mark; stssion.

A k.;t3,,:r authorizing the
ocntra:' r tc ty2;in work
we.; also sinned by Web-
s; :r. Location ef toe build_
irg will be south of Romeo

between Rt. 53
anti power lines at the
west t4i ',ace 1Lrnits.

Obl:7.atio:-.. of Bechtel
Oil Cornp,F.qy regarding
teir.cas.mil.-nt on the re-
ceoly aco,nired acreage
naafi of Pail: View School
we: by Fugene
10,;, board attorney. Ail
distnrlinces to the property,
if any occur, must be satis-
facto;.4 re7aired by the oil

Cc;:strut.t.j.5; of driveways
and c :,2;.-'elks over the ease-
Inert l3y the srne,-,I is permis-
sib!: aseor&.g to Attorney
'Corsi

Teachcis appraed for
hiring ware Lillian Ezlgctly,
third grade at Park View;
Jett,: sixth
Demiis Shea. t...ok fore .., and
Ruth :turd, W...1; grade, Vai-
Icy View; Riciaid litu:d and
Samira Bird, social studies,
and No.ma IFI:;alce., special
educa.tion, West View.

Joyce will be ad-
minisiratin intern and Ed-
ward will be at-
taidance officer. .

et nderway
Appreciation to the hoard

was expressed in a letter
from Ray Pr.ge, state super-
intendent of public instruc-
tion, regarding then enact-
ing the two cent tax levy
recently voted into law.

Delia Coleman, school
cafeteria supervisor, gave
a report on the past year's
sLccessful cafeteria opera-
tion. Mrs. Coleman cited a
need of additional appliances
at North View School. Need
of a steam kettle was one
of the major items.

John Lukancic, assistant
supe.-;ntclialmt, asked for
the cancellation of a sabba-
tical leave previously grant-

"ed' Marge Harlan. She had

been a first grade teacher
at Park Vies. and will now
teach in the special al de-
partment.

Enrollment figures were
read by Kenneth Hermansen,
superintendent. He predicted
enrollment reaching 5,000
plus students in the first
week of the semester. Park
View has 1,607 students;

'PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY
RIGHTE MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED
By .6 (a 6-e-,net
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OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRODUCTION
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MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER

North View, 1,072; Valley
View, 1,086, and West View,
1,188.

School audit report by
Grumley, Thornton, Dicke
and Clark indicate that all
procedures used in the
school finance records were
correct and the books in

order.
Use of building facilities

for holding two dances was
approved:; President Web.'
ster instructed Dan Suffolet-
to. business manager, to
stress the need of chaperones
and adult supervision in ac-
cordance with board policy.

Severity-five bid notices
will hc sent to prospective
bidders on the bonds from
the referendum held in Sq.'
tembcr of 1967. Bids will be
awarded at the Sept. 23 meet-
ing.

A one-half hour exec..;:ive
session was held regprding
site location.

Details of an actrce-..r-nt
between the school and toe
Roideotille ft cereal ion"
Board will be negotiated by
the attorneys and be an-
nounced at the Sept. 9 board
meeting.

Educational provisions for
12 St. AndreW's ci,,,,;hth grade
students were made. Stu-
dents will attend St. An-
drew's for religion and math
and the remainder n their
schedule at Wes: View aunior
High.

Details were wl;rttcal out
by Hermanscn, ry,lier Ar-
thtir Maher and Leancia.

Meetings are being nibed-.
uted on the project of inves-
tigating the,, feasibility of a
12 month school program.
Session will be held Sept. 10
at Park View. Boyd Bucher
will, speak over the local
radio station Oct. 1 and Nor-
thern. Illinois University will
hold a seminar Oct. 22 on
Campus.

A g:oup of mothers pres-
ent inquired about bus trans-
portation. Board rre.-&--
allowed a n' ' ses-
sion with them to explain all
phases of the busing pro-
gram.

Next meeting will be Sept.
9 at 7:30 p.m. at Park View
School.. ..
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Meet with res.s
.Three newspaper persons

met with District 96 school
officials Sept. 10 to discuss
vr,it....tts methods of reaching
the people.

Superintendent Kenneth
Hertnansen spoke about the
research now being done on
a 12 month school year. All
phases,of this method to use
the present school facilities
will be explored.

Superintendent Herman-
sen emphasized his intention
of keeping the public advised
of all' progress on this pro-
gram. He noted that parents
should be aware that their
children will not be going to
school the entire 12 months.

Literature dealing with the
12 month school was given to

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED
BY

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE US OFFICE
OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRODUCTION
OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PER-
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER

the' press and articles will
appear on the subject.

One advantage of thisnew
plan would be to allow a stu
dent to have fewer teacher
changes. Drop out rate
should also decrease.

6.1\APL,

\\\

\'\)\ Sz%



SecLa o itd
HERMANSEN TO TALK ON
12-MONTH SCHOOL YEAR

Mr. Kenneth Hermansen,
Superintendent of the Element-

School nictrict #9r6; will
present a report on a Joliet radio
station on the exlporation of
year around schools in the dis-
trict as a possible solution to the
overcrowded conditions in the
schools.

Hermansen will give a pre-
liminary explanation of hew the
children of the district would

INIMIOR111

attend school on a 9-week, 3-
week rotation basis. If such a
plan were to be placed in oper-
ation, it would require changing
the customary school calendar,
and would have a major effect
on all residents of the district.

This report will be aired over
radio station WJOL; AM at
6:55 p.m. , Tuesday, October
first.

Ramo /4 rte

Report
Kenneth Hermansen, su-

perintendent of School Dis
trict 96, will present the su-
perintendent's annual report
Oct. I at 6:45 p.m. over ra-
dio station WJOL. A major
theme of his reporting deals
with over-crowded conditions
in the district. Possible so
lutions to the over-crowding
will be discussed.

One major plan that Her-
mansen will explore with the
listeners is that of operating
the schools of District 96 the
year round. If such a plan
were to be placed in opera-
tion it would necessitate the
changin3 of the customary
school calendar.

Hermansen will give a pt e-
liminary explanation of how
the children of the district
would attend school on a nine
week, 3 week rotation basis.
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Year-round class
plan awaits OK

ROMEOV1LLE A propc.;ed
i year - round school schedule
that would affect 4,690 students
is still awaiting final state ap-
peoval, it was learned Monday

'night at the Valley View Dis-
1 trict 98 School Board meeting.

The 45 - 15 plan calls for
:1classes in District 96 schools to

run through the summer and
"I students to be divided into four
groups.

Under the plan each group
would attend class 45 days and
have a 33 day vacation break.
Only three' groups would be m
class at any one ttito. The oth-
er would be on vacation. S t o-

rents would' still attend school
the required 180 days.

11. approved, the plan could go

into effect by September of
1970 and -maybe earlier. Dis-

ci ict 96 officials said they
would hold a public meeting in

I the future to inform parents on
the progress of the proposal.

A projected calendar for next
five years under the plan will
give students a week vacation
at Christmas and Easter along
with the regular legal holidays.
In addition to these vacation
periods. th,t school would only
be closed for a week in July.
Presently District 96 schools are
closed all summer.
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The siaration at Lockport
West High School has passed the
critical stage, and is now des-
perate. Even principal Charles
Whalen, who had been optona-
istk about his ability to squeeze
two pupils into space built for
one pupil, has admitted that
tee end of the line is here.

loci port West, built 5 years
ago to house 1000 students, now

hausing 1800. Wha /en has
Teenaged to eope with this situ-
ation by having a large percent-
age of the students starting their
classes one period before the
bulk of the student body, and
eineissing there pupils one per-
eel atelier. By next September
t se =hoolwill have a minimum
?f. t a0 sAitchussit eras l9.11. VV.

gerrymandering In the worth
will not. make it possible to
provide a proper education for
the students under those crowded
conditions.

It is obvious that something
must be done between now and
reixt September. It goes with-
out saying, that additional fac-
ilities and staff are needed, bet
the voters have time and time
again refused to vote the funds
needed for expansion. And
even if the voters gave the
board of education the funds
for net/ classrooms and teachers
today, the new additions could
not be rear:), 1970.

The onk' inter im measure
that is now feasible is the shift-
ing of tom" west side pupils to
the Central and ESA eampu.ae.
These schools are also at or
ever capacity, but nowhere as

..eXeIeeePReitc/.43.1.Ar.'tne ,

Of comet the will be 'A-
pe t ions from administrators,
some sc hoo I board members,
acme pupils, and some parents.
However, it would seem to us.,
that these objections, especialbr
those from the east side, must
be secondary to the over-all
need for quality education for
all of the children in the school
district, not only those on the
east side. And it is certain that
a pupil cannot get quality edu-
cation in a school carrying
double the capacity it was built
to accomodate.

Looking further ahead, it is
necessary that tine board of ed-
ucation continue to expectre a
new approach 'Oo the taxpayers.
Early this year they enlisted the
help of a Citizen': Advisory
Council. Though the Council
did an excellent job of ismrest-

... rif as, of the district,.

dministrators'14;;;,t('-/-
Meet with Press

Three newspaper persons
met with District 96 school
officials Sept. 10 to discuss
various methods of reaching
the people.

Superintendent Kenneth
Hermansen spoke about the
research now being done on
a 12 month school year. All
phases of this method to use
the present school facilities
will be explored,

Superintendent Herman-
sen emphasized his intention
of keeping the public advised
of all progress on this pro-
gram, He noted that parents
should be aware that their
children will not be going to
school the entire 12 months.

_Literature dealing with the
12 month school was given to

the press and articles will
appear on the subject.

One advantage of this ne,v
plan would be to allow a stu
dent to have fewer teacher
changes. Drop out rate
s;lould also decrease.

and tired to relay this Informs
don to the public, their wen
was largely negated because
the Loc news

board of education
also take a page out of the bo
of School District 96. Th
board of education has dixectee
their administrators to expke
and come up with a useat
plan for a 12-month school ye
by 1970. If District 96 succeed
in putting into practice a 12 -
mond school year (which woo
add one-third to the capacity
present building facilities) they
would eventually be frustrate
if the high school did netba-
ll similar plan. The high scam
board of education should
the leadership, and not be fun
a follower or looker-on in thi
crucial study.

.;'!..:;.11,,:r r
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Studies
by Louise Schaller

District 96 school board
studied a 12 month school
year plan at Monday's meet-
ing.

Valley View's 45-15 plan
is a six point program. Point
one is in regard to pupil pop-
ulation divided, into four equal
groups, A, B, C and D. Chil-
dren in the same family
will always have the same
time schedule.

Point two: A calendar has
been made up for the next
five years. Legal holidays,
Saturdays and Sundays, a full
week for Christmas vacation,
a full week for Easter vaca-
tion and at least one week
in July have been designated
as times when the schools
will be closed.

Point three: Each of the
four groups of pupils will at-
tend 45 class days, than have
15 class days of vacation.

Point four: By staggering
the starting dates of each
group, only three of the groups
will be attending class any
one class day.

Point five: Teachers and
class rooms are scheduled.
Because of the size of the
pupil schedules and school
calendar, electronic data
processing facilities will be
necessary to the scheduling
procedures.

Point six: Four groups will
always stay in the same order
of rotation. In the calendar

12 Month Plan
year, each group will attend
classes 180 days, . four ses-
sions of 45 days per session.

- Kenneth Hermansen, sup-
erintendent, wanted the
parents of District 96 to be
advised that a public meeting
will be held before any plans
arc finalized on the 12 month
school year.

Harold Lindstrom; vice
president, advises eighth
grade parents of District
96 and prents of Lockport
West students that District
96 board has gone on record
as being in favor of ?plan
"C" on the recently distri-
buted Lockport West 'survey.,
Board unanimously concurred"
with Lindstrom's reccom-
mendation. Plan "C" is
redistricting school 'bound-
aries.

Dan Suffaletto, business
manager, reported a check
from the First National Bank
of Lockport in the amount
of $475 additional interest.

Romeoville 'Parade Com-
mittee thanked tiv° school
board for use of the parking
lot at Park View School for
the units of the anniversary
parade.

Superintendent Hermansen
stated that the student popula-
lion in all four schools is
4,960.

Sangar Westphal and Rob-
ert Shoop architects, pre-
sented a report on the Valley
View School remodeling which

will be completed during the
Christmas vacation. They
also stated that the outer
work is completed at Brook
View School, interior work
is in process and curb's and
sidewalks are 95 per cent
completed.

Next board meeting will be
held at Park View School Nov.
/I at 7:30 p.m,
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SCHOOL BOARD RErEIRTe ON Pi.A:sTS

FOR 12 -iviONTH SCHOOL YEAR

A report on the recent con-
ference on a 12-month school
year, held at Northern Illinois
University in DeKalb, illustrat-
ed the state -wide leadership of
School District 116 in this area.
Reports were giv ?at at Monday's
meeting by Jim Cove, head of
the multi -media department,
Superintendent Ken Hermansen,
board member James Bingle,
and two teachers.

The "Valley View 45 -15 Plan"
introduced at the conference by
the District 96 representatives
became the center of discussion
at the conference. ,ver 100
educators attending the confer-
ence, it was reported, asked
many questions about the plan,
and "tried to s hoot it full of
boles". All points about the
feasibility and practicality of
the plan were satisfactorily ans-
wered, they reported.

Superintendent Hermansen
emphasized to the board and the
audience that the plan is being
formulated, not to offer leader-
ship in this field, but was born
out of necessity the need for
more space. 'Secondary applic-
ations of the plan are improved
education and economics.

Jim Gove pointed out that the
alternatives Ma 12-month
school year would be 70 pupil,

to a class, double sessions, tNIC

requesting more building thru a
bond issue. The latter, how-
ever, would not answer the need
for two reasons. The buildings
could not be built in time to
accomodate the great influx of
pdpils (due to the compulsory
kindergarten by 1970), and be.
cause the bonding power of the
school is exhausted.

Target date for the plan is
June, 1970. Much more plann-
ing and research remains, how-
ever, and a s tart may not be
feasible till 1971.

In simple terms, the plan will
institute four equal sized groups
of students. On the specified
stating day of the plan. group
"A" would start. Three weeks
later "B" group start Three
weeks afterthat group"C" starts
school. Three weeks later group
"D" starts, and group "A" starts

,a 1S-school-day "vacation°.
This yceyar.cle continues throughout
the

It was pointed out that all the
children in one family would be
placed in the same grouping.

As more studies are completed
and more information is avail.-
able, detailed information Will
be diseminated to the parents of
the district by the board of ed-
ucation.
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By DOROTHY CRYDER
ROMEOVILLE A pioneer

venture that would utilize the
school facilities of the Valley
Vc'eVi District throughout the en-
tire-year has been developed by
the school administration.

TY e venture, called Plan 45-15,
was drafted by Superintendent
Kenneth Hermansen; James
Gove, administrative assistant
to th,- s"perintendent John Lu-
kancic, assistant superintend-
ent, ana Patrick Page, research
assistant.

Gove said the alternative to a
12-month school year would be
70 pupils to a class, double ses-
sions or more buildings through

nid issue.
This would not answer the

no....ds," he explained, "because
buildings could no .t built in
time to ar- -trimoai le great
influx of dents -.we to com-
pulsory 1.. let:gar',.: by 1970
which, alone will bring in about
700 extra students. Also, with

the building of the last two new
schools, the district has exhaust-
ed its bonding power."

"This is the first time sucii
a plan has been inaugurated in
the United States," Hermansen
said.

He pointed out that this pro-
gram was developed only for
the Valley View District to fit
its particular situation and was
not meant as a master plan for
any other district. Target date
for initiation of the plan is June
1970.

"Parents' reaction to the plan
has ben varied," Hermansen
said. "Mothers seem to be wor-
ried about the effect that attend-
ing school in summer will have
on their children and on the
family's vacation plans. Most
fathers seem relieved that there
is an alternative to more build-
ing through tax money."

"The plan is very simple,"
administrative assistant Gove
said. "The pupil population is
divided into four equal parts,

A, B, C and D. Children in the
same family are always placed
in the same time schedule.

He said research assistant
Page has made up a school
calendar for the next five years.
Legal holidays, Saturdays and
Sundays, a full week at Christ-
mas, Easter, and at least one
week in July have been desig-
nated as time when the school
would be closed.

Each of the four groups of
pupils would attend 45 class
days and have 15 class days va-
cation. But, by staggering start-
ing date of each group, Gove
explained, at anyone time only
three of the groups would be at-
tending classes on any one class
day.

"Because of the large pupil
poulation, class schedules, and
school calendar, electronic data
processing facilities would be
necessary for the scheduling,"
he said.

The four groups would always

(Continued on Page 11)
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(Mame, from Page One)

stay in the Same order of rota-
tion. In a calendar year each
group would attend classes 180
days (four sessions of 45 days
par session), explained Clove.

"I'm not sure I like the plan,"
Mrs. Eleanor Albers of Bel-

mont SL saki. "My husband is
a truck driver and it would be
hard for b°-in to get off during
the .winter and we don't like
to go places during bad wea-
ther."

The Alberses have two daugh-
ters at Park View School, which
is in the Valley View District.
"But .: would calve the problem
of -overcrowding seti . would
like tis knuow, rape about it,"
she said.

"Basically I think Plan 45-15
is sound," said Peter King, a
barber who resides en Bluff
Road. "I think Ken Herniansen
and his staff have given a great
deal of thought and study to it."
King has a, daughter at West
View and a son at Valley View.

"The administration sees to
it Irtit people are informed by
sending fliers home and I'm one
of those parents who reads what
my children bring home," con-
tinued King.

Rom ville
u d school
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Mrs. Evelyn Coker. of 578 Bel-
moist St. also has heard of the
plan. Her only child, a son, Is
a student at Valley View.

"I'm not sure he would Eke'
going to school in the summeri
time," she said. "When the
weather is nice he loves to plays
outdoors and swim. What would'
I do with him in the winter when
he couldn't play outdoors? A
child can be an absolute denion
if he's cooped up without any-
thing to do."

"1 never head of Plan 45-15.
before," said, Howard Janes of
506 Kenyoe. Sc., who has a
daughter ak Palley Vies and a
son and daughter at Park View.

Jones, an , employe of Kerr
Glass, used to be a school cus-
todian.

It sounds good," he. said,
"but how are theY 'going to
clean up the schools if they
have school year around? It's
really something to get a school
cleaned up."

Harry Seyler of 402 Montclair
Ct. had not heard of the plan.
A guard at Stateville Penitenti-
ary, he has three daughters en-
rolled in the district

"I get a vacation in February
and iq August? so l'w-sum-we
could Work something dut," he
said. "I know something has to
be done and this sounds good to
me. I want to hear more," he
added.

Mrs. Mildred Watts of IO El- gra& reirkror at Park View
St. has two daughters at Eleulastug, Lam!, elults

"jell wondering 11 the band Is retked now and he
I IS is an suiting Nom "My hus-

"I'm
View.

mar weather wouldn't affect ft wanted me to retire but I love
children. I can't believe they teaching, too much to give it

would put their hearts into up," the said.
school Work when the weather "We both like the idea of my
is so nice outside," she said. teaching 45 deys and having 15

"ft seems to me they could days oft. We could take vaca-
design school buildings so they tions, visit 0117 children and de
could add on to them. Why are lots of things on those three-
they always so flat and why week pe-lads I would have off."
do they always build out instead
of up?" she asked. "Where
will it all end?"

Mrs. Nancy Hunt, first grade
teacher at Park View, sr id she
its still questioning the plan and

. Gus Niles, supervisor of the wondering how it would affect
her family.

"I have two children in ele-
mentary grades although I un-
derstand the plan will be worked
out whereby we have the same
time off," she said. "I do enjoy
my summers home with ray
children.

the summer because it is neces- "I also wonder what effect
sary Ilk most of them to get
a swirlier job.

"I'Ve had a summer construc-
tion job for many years and it
is difficult reverting from ogee
job to another. Now I have a ter-sting and certainly I NI* it
chance to be a teacher all year should be tried," she said.

around," he said. Wayne Newlin, associate su-
Mrs, Aurae Puetz, second perintendent of public instruc-

tion for the State of Illinois, said
there are a number of 12-month

physical education department
at West View Junior High, said
Ire thinks the plan is well worth
ntry.

"We. talk about taxation, but
this is one of the first positive
a/forts to offset mere building
plans. Male teachers go through
quite * transition pried during

going to sclipol 45 days and be-
ing off 15 will have on .low
learners. Will we have to start
all over again?"

"However, the plan sounds in-

proposed plans where areas are
[working with consultants but
Valley View is the only district
developing its own plan.

Legislation was passed the
last Illinois General Assembly
that allows a boe:ti of education
to operate school on a caters
dar of months, 235 attend-
lane:, days. No student can be
required to attend mote than

3 c-



PETER KING

three consecutive quarters, he
said.

The planning office of public
instruction has offered to give
what ever assistance is neces-
sary to developing the program. 1

Should there be a need for en-
abling legislation, the office
-would be responsible for bring-
ing this Lefore the next legisla-
ture in January, Newlin said.

"The beauty of this plan is its
tremendous flexibility," Valley
View Superintendent Herman-
sen explained. "A teacher who
has ,reached retirement age and
wants to teach may do so for
99'days each year."

"A teacher with small chil-
dren may rotate the same hours
as her children. A male teach-
er, can now teach a full year
without having to 'moonlight'.

"At our district workshop for
teachers the plan was explained
tO diem and they were given a
staff preference survey to fill
out. The reqults of that survey
are now being tabulated," he
said,

Herrnansen said the plan of-
fers unlimited possibilities to
park and recreation centers that

HARRY SEYLER

could plan for year-around ac-
tivities.

"Think of the police depart-
ment," he said. With 100 per
cent of our youth on the streets
for three months, there is bound
to be trouble. This way only
one fourth of the students at a
time are on vacation.

"Every season a dad knows
exactly what three weeks his
children will be home and can
plan accordingly. No longer is
he limited to June, July or Au-
gust for vacations. ,

"Think what this would mean
to construction companies," he
said. "The men wouldn't have
to go on vacation in the sum-
mer when work it at its peak."

He stressed that all students
who were graduated during the
summer would be qualified to
attend high school.

"We don't feel hurt at all if
people take pot shots at our pro-
gram. We know it is technically
feasible. It is the human and
emotional element with which
we are now concerned."

Hermansen plans to reach the
paren s through community

NANCY HUNT

"coffee klatches." He has asked
band parents, PTO and other
school organizations to help
sponsor the coffee information
sessions.

"We also operate an educa-
tion 'dial-a-message' which is
manned by a school board or
aeministration member. Anyone
may dial 838-0699 anytime to re-
ceive the message of the week,"
he said.

Valley View Is one of the lar-
gest elementary school distrcts
in Illinois. The residents could
be described as middle class
working families; almost every
family has children.

In 1952, six one-room country
schools were unified by annexa-
tion. In 1963, one more one-
room country school was an-
nexed. At tl..t time the popu-
lation of Romeoville, the only
incorporated area then in the
district, was 150: The poPulation
was relatively stable until 1957.

In 1957, 600 acres were taken
into the village of Rorrieoville
and the first Hampton Park
subdivision was started with a
population of 197.

MILDRED WATTS

Other subdivisions have been
developed College View,
Mikan, Westbury, Kings Park,
Cclotrial Village, Sugar Brook
and Beacon Ridge.

All housing developments have
grown at a very rapid rate.
Several of the subdivisions have
formed the village of Boling-
brook.

There are six schools in the
Valley View District.

Valley View School in Naper-
ville Road was planned for 900
intermediate pupils and has an
enrollment now of 1,144.

Park View School on Dalhart
Avenue has a planned capacity
of 1,200 primary pupils and a
present enrollment of 1,537.

'North View School, east of
Illinois 53 and Wirth of Inter-
state 90, has planned capacity
for 1,000 pupils and a present
enrollment of 1,061.

West View Junior High on Bel*
most Drive and Romeo Road is
a demonstration center school.
Planned capacity is 1,100 pupils
and present enrollment is 1,129.

Two new schools are being
constructed with an anticipated

. ' e

GUS NILLES ANNE PUETZ HOWARD JONES

completion date of 'Sepfelite-T
1969. Each heding.will have 16

classrooms and a planned ca:
pacity of 480 students......----,-; ,

rfnere are some 4,000 studer-M-,
presently enraed In the dIstriEr' -.
with 7,035,anticipated for 1910,
1971.

ni..: '

/36
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Looking ahead in Romeoville
By 1970, Valley View School District 96, in Romeoville and

Bolingbrook, is really going to he suffering from growing
pains, according to James Gove, administrative asssistant to
Supt. Kenneth Hermansen.

So Gove, Herrnansen and Patrick Page, research assis-
tant, have drafted a plan for a 12-month school year to begin
in June, 1979.

Instead of IhNing summer vacation, four groups of pupils
.would begin attending classes on a staggered schedule.

The schedule alternates 15 .vacation days with 45 class
days, but on any one day, classes would be attended by only
three of the groups. The fourth group would be on vacation.

Vacation periods of children in the same family would be
the same, parents are assured.

Reprinted with permission from the Chicago
Daily News.



13i CHICAGO TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1968

lleg Vie j= ficials
Prop se, School Change

11!

School doors in Valley View
district 96, Romeo! lle : .id
Bolingbrook, will be open y: .r
around if an administret, n
proposal is adopted.

The plan calls for a divi,
of student population into it

sections, or "tracks," by J., ::,
1970. Under the revised sc al
calendar, each track won't lee
in Session for 45 days, foll .ed
by 15 days vacation.

"By staggering starting Elates
over a 12-month period, we will
increase our facilities by one-
third without building addi-
tional classrooms," said dames
Cove, administrative assistant
f.:o district superintendent Ken-
neth Hermnnsen.

Classrooms Are Crowded
Classrooms are becoming in-

creasingly crowded in the dis-
trict, which has approximately
4,900 children enrolled in four
schools with a planned capacity
of 4,200. Two more schools for
nearly 1,000 students are under
construction for use in 1969.

Projected enrollment for 1970
is 7,035.

According to Gove, the pro-
posed schedule also indicates
general closing days: week-
ends, legal holidays, a week
each at Christmas and Easter,
and from five to seven days
the summer, when classeS will
be recycled.

No Real Alternative
Alternatives to the year Jong

approach could include increas-
ing the number of students
assigned to each classroom or
establishing double sessions,
Gove said.

Because the district has
exhausted its bonding power,
local funds for classroom con-
struction are unavailable, he
explained.

Officials have applied to the
state school Wilding commis-
sion for funds, bet "there is a
two-year 4`.o three-year waiting
list," he said. "The only solution
is to more fully utilize the
facilities 'we have."

Calendar is Selected
The proposed calendar was

selected from 16 plans compiled
6y Gove, Hermansen, and Pat-
rick Page, a research assis-
tant. They next will study
teacher and comniunity atti-
tudes toward their recom-
mendation.

A recently completed survey
of staff members indicates that

.a.,!7F'440g:

(TRIBUNE Stetf Photo]

SCHOOL CALENDARHarold Lindstrom, Route 3,
Lockport, vice president of district 96 board of education,
expls ins the district's proposed year-round school calendar
to ScoU Seitzberg, 6, a Ist-grade

schedule, could increase or
decrease their teaching load as
they desire, he said.

"Many certified teachers who
are homemakers may wish to
work for only two `tracks' or 90
days," he explained. "Men who
are breadwinners could work
five tracks, or 225 days, if they.
wished."

Pay probably would be on a
per-day basis, Gove said. Offi-
cials hope the flexibility of the
schedule will attract additional
teachers and eliminate the need
for many others to hold a
second job.
Community Reaction Unknown
An analysis of community

reaction is just beginning, Gave
said. The district plans a series
of inf or motional "kaffee
klaisches" to begin next month
with the cooperation of parent-
teacher organizations.

As yet there have been "no
broad objections to the plan,"
Gove said, "but naturally there
are many questions the com-
munity wants answered."

Similar experiments in other
, . . . . .

"By using data processing
and other technical aids we
hope to eliminate the first
problem," Gove said. "To
combat the second, we will try
to answer all questions about
our aims."

Gove estimated the analyses
will be completed by April or
May, when the board of educa-
tion will act on the proposal. If
it is approved, the administra-
tion will launch the second
phase of the program, which
Cove describes as "a gearing
up" for enrollment of the first
track of students on June' 30,
1970.

Other experiments in prog-
ress in the United States tiger
from the Valley View program
because "their 'primary par-
pose is to enrich curricula or to
provide additional schooling for
children," Gave said. "Oars is
designed to better utilize exist-
ing school facilities."

And what about student reac-
tion to the proposal?

"We have no feedback from
studPnts as yet," Gove said.
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District may seek patent
on year-around school plan,
ROMEOVILLE School ad- intendent Kenneth Hemansen;

ministrators of Valley View Dis- James Gove, administrative as-
trict 96 are investigating the sistant; John Lukancic, assist-
possibility of securing a patent ant superintendent, and Patrick
on their proposed extended
school year plan.

This venture to utilize school
facilities of the district through-
out the year is celled Plan 4;1-
15, and was drafted by Super-

Page, research assistant.
The plan calls for dividing the

pupil population into four equal
groups. Each of the groups
would attend 45 class days and,:
have 15 6ays vacation. But, by
staggering starting dates of each
group, only three of the groups
would be attending classes an
any one day.

"We are not sure a patent can
ba obtained," Hermansen
"but we are working closely,
with two computer companies to
develop a system of data proc-i
essing for the plan and we would
like to be protected by a patent
before the plan is put into ef-
fect."
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P
ioneer school

aired at R
om

eoville
conducted voluntarily at a teach-

T
he adm

inistration asked that
I

R
O

M
E

O
V

IL
L

E
A

 progressigroup, only three of the groups
report on a pioneer venture tolw

ould be attending classes on
utilize

school
facilities of the

V
alley V

iew
 School D

istrict
throughout the year w

as given
at the board of education m

eet-
ing M

onday night.
T

he plan w
as drafted by Supt.

K
enneth H

erm
ansen; Jam

es
G

ove, adm
inistrative

assistant
to the superintendent; John
kancic, assistant superintendent
and Patrick Page, research as-
sistant.

T
he plan calls for the pupils

to be divided into four groups.
E

ach group w
ould attend 45

class days and have 15 class
days vacation. B

ut, by stagger-
ing starting

dates
of each

any one L
'R

 v.
H

erm
ansen em

phasized that
the plan w

as born out of nec-
essity for the district to allev-
iate already overcrow

ded condi-
tions and to accom

m
odate the

influx of students due to the
start of com

pulsory kindergar-
ten by 1970. T

his alone w
ill

M
ing in about 700 extra stu-

dents, he said.
A

lso, w
ith the building of the

tw
o latest new

 schools, the dis-
trict has exhausted its bonding
pow

er.
T

he plan is not m
eant as a

pattern for another district, he
said.

G
ove explained to the board

that som
e type of data process-

ing service w
ould be needed

to im
plem

ent the plan. H
e said

a m
eeting had been arranged

Friday w
ith officials

of
t h e

H
oneyw

ell C
o.

of M
inneapolis

and the L
ew

is C
ollege data pro-

cessing center to investigate the
possibility

of
a

cooperational
statistical tabulating service.

G
ove said he also had m

et
w

ith the division of finance of
the state O

ffice of Public In-
struction in Springfield and oth-
er agencies to w

ork out a fi-
nancial package to determ

ine
just w

hat the plan w
ould cost.

Initiation of the year around
program

 w
ould save the district the cost of 60 additional class-

room
s, he explained.

H
e said there is a possibility

of funds being available from
 a

feral aid program
 or from

foundation grants.
D

r. G
eorge T

hom
as, in charge

of education research for the
state of N

ew
 Y

ork, has show
n

great interest in the plan. G
ove

said D
r. T

hom
as is

w
ell tnow

n
for his research and w

riting of
extended year plans for enrich-
m

ent program
s.

"Perhaps Illinois and N
 e w

Y
ork can w

ork together as a
team

 on this plan," com
m

ented
G

ove.
R

esearch assistant Page pre-
sented facts from

 a staff survey

er's w
orkshop O

ct. 25.

A
 total of 130 m

eaningful ques-
tionnaires w

ere returned,
he

said. O
f the 35 responses from

,m
en teachers, 23 preferred a

225 - day schedule, 10 prefer-
red a 180 - day schedule, tw

o
preferred not to teach under a
year plan, and no m

en w
anted

a w
orking year of less than 180

days.
O

f the w
om

en teachers,
68

said they preferred 180 - day
w

orking year, 26 w
om

en pie-
ferred

to teach on the sam
e

schedule that the pupils w
ould

attend,
17 . favored a 225-day

year, three preferred a 90-day
year and four preferred not to
w

ork on the year-around plan.

any organization interested In
hearing m

ore about the plan
call

the office
to arrange a

m
eeting.
School officials plan to w

ork
w

ith PT
O

 and other school or-
ganizations

to
set up "coffee

klatches" w
hen school resum

es
in January to reach parents in
the com

m
unity.
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THE VALLEY 'VIEW 45 -15 PIA N

AND HOW IT WORKS

A partial answer to how the Valley View 45-15 Year Around
Cri School Plan works is shown in the 28-foot chart-calendar dis -
won. played at a coiference of community-le a de Ts at West View

Jr. High School last Friday. Superintendent Kenneth Herman-
sent at the far end of the chart-calendar, explains some of the
computerized scheduling refinements worked into the plan.

Other members of the adminktrative team and the board of
education w e re on hand to explain the plan ,and,answer clues-= dens. Approximately 50 guests attended.,

C.2
The 45-15 Plan is scheduled to start in the summer of 1970.

wig This system, it was emphasized, was born out of necessity.
fa, A There are presently about 5000 students in the District 96

school system. With compulsory kindergarten scheduled for,
next year, and the influx of new students moving into the
district, the projecte-I 1970- 71 school population is over 7200
students. Sine e the school is bonded out (cannot borrow any
more additional money to build the schools needed to house the
additional two thousand students) it was necessary to look for
other alternatives. Some of these alternatives would be half-
day or double sessions, or up to 70 students to a classroom..

Uncle,: the plan students will divided into four a pproxim -
ately even tracks,. StUdents from the same families will be
in the same tracks unless c,V.-lerwise requested by the parents.
The plan will st..rt with one of the tracks starting school on a
given day. Fifteen school days later the second track starts
school. Fifteen school days after that the third track starts.
After fifteen more school days the fourth track starts, and at
that time the first track starts a fifteen school day vacation.
This sequence keeps repeating itself, so that at any given time
one fourth of the students are not in sthool, thereby allowing
for the housing of 33 percent more students in the same facil-
ilities..

4//



District 96 Explains

45-15 School Year Plan
District 96 board of edu-

cation and administrt or:
preSented their 45-15 contin-
uous set ool year plan March
i3 to a cross section
60 community leaders.

Kenneth. Hermansen, su-
perintendent, and other dis-
trict administrators 'explain-
ed the necessity of looking
at this type of plan as a solu-
tion to overcrowding condi-
tions that will exist in the
district in 1970.

Superintendent Hermansen

noted that the district does
not have and will not have the
bonding power to construct
the needed school facilities
to handle the population
growth for 1970. He cited
that the board and adminis-
tration is committed to do
everything possible to guar-
antee the District 96 chil-
dren a full day of education
180 days per year.

At the conclusion of the
graphic and visual presenta-
tion, Harold Lindstrom,

vice prezide it of the board,
chaired questions submitted
by the audience. Lindstrom
asked the audience how many
would support the district
adopting the 45.15 plan. An
estimated 97 per cent re-
sponded they would he in favor
of it

Administration asked for
imitations to speak or the
45-15 plan. Any organization
or neighborhood group wish-
ing a presentation is asked
to call the district office at
838-7506.
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Dist.96 St. Andrew's

School Boards Meet

To Discuss Shared Time

A meeting between adminis-
trators and school board .mem-
bers ,Jf School District 96 arid
St. Andrew's Parish School was
held Monday to explore how, if
at all, 7th and 8th graders of
St. Andrew's could fit into- the
Valley View 45-15 Plan under
the present dual errollment.

St. Andrew's school person-
nel explained that if participa-
tion could continue, it would
be on the basis of St. Andrew's
students partic ipating. in, the
shared time program remaining
on a 9 -month school year.

Numerous problems of not
only scheduling, but possible.
feelings of being discriminated

..against by non-parochial school
parents who would also Want
their children continued on the
traditIonal.91nonth plan instead
of the 4S-45.Plan, were discuss-
ed by the administrators.

Both groups will continue to
study the matter, and will meet
again before the end of the year
to see what can be worked out.

At present, 7th and 8th grade
St. Andrew's students partic-
ipate in gym, math, science,
and some elective classes at

:West View Jr. High, and take
the rest of their academic and
religious studies at St. Andrew'f
School.
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BOARD...DISTRICT 96 TEACHERS ASSSOCIATION

REACH AGREEMENT ON SALARIES

The wage and salary dif-
ferences between the board
of education and teachers
of School District 96 have
been settled. The an-
nouncement was made by
Bruce Webster, president of
the board, at their Monday
meeting.

The prepared joint state-
ment of the board and the
Fiducational Assiciation is
as follows:

"At 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
July 11, 1969, the Board of
Education, the negotiating
te Am of the Educational,
Association of District #96,
met to finalize a salary
and fringe benefit package.
After a pproxi in ate ly three

hours of deliberation, a
mutually agreeable pack-
age wan developed. With
the cooperation of the As-
sociation and the Boa rd
this packagc will be
mailed to each certificated
employee during the com-
inging week.

The dollar amount of the
package falls somewhat
short of that proposed by
the fact-finders, but in-
corporates a structure that
exhibits greater equity to a
greater number of staff
members.

The fringe benefit pack -
ge was accepted as orig-

inilly agreed upon by both
parties.

The fact-finders recom-
mended that a referendum
be held to increase the ed-
ucational and buildingfund
rates as soon as possible.
All parties concerned will
take this recommendation
under advisement & jointly
work toward its imple-
mentation.

A portion of the agree-
ment calls for the estab-
lishment of an educational
"round table" consisting of
teachers, administrators

and board members. Rec-
ognizing that many educa-
tional problems can be'
solved by board members,
administrators, and teach-
ers working together, this
group will convene reg-
ularly to informally discuss
such problems. A need for
this type of a forum wz..s
felt by all engaged in the
negotiation process. It is
felt that this will lead to
even greater mutual uncicr-
standing and cooperation. "

The board did not release
either the dollar amcamt
finally agreed upon, nor
the report of the fact-find-
ers, whict. w a s refused to
the pr ess at the previous
meeting. The boa rd did
not indicate Whether the
" round table " discussions
are to be open or closed
sessions.

Resignations of three
teachers and one counselor
were accepted, and twelve
new teachers were hired. -

Business manager. Paul
Swinford's request thr:,t the
budget hearing, scheduled
for that evening, be post-
poned to August 25th w as
approved. He said that in
view of the new salary
schedule, and the differ-
ence in state aid from what
had been expected, the
tenta tive budget was in
need of review.

Raymond Hill, who was
unofficially hired as assis-
tant business manager sev-
eral weeks ago, was offic-
ially approved for the past,

James Gove reported that
summer library circulation
had more t1han' doubled
over previous use.

Gove also reported that
application had been made
for a $43,000 federal grant
on researching the impact
of the Valley View 45-15
Year Around School-Plan,

which is expected to be
implemented next yea r.
He informed the board that
legislation pass ed by the
State at its recent session
cleared the way legally for
implementation of the 45-
15 Plan. Some adjuotment
in that calendar will have
to be made, he said, after
full information on the
holiday plan to be adopted
by the state is confirmed.

Letters had been written
to a number of musical in-
strume.'nt suppliers inquiring
why they had not subniitted

bids for band instrument;
requested by the school.
Two dealers replied tha t
they had not bid due to the
time factor. The Lockport
Music Center replied that
due to their past low bids.-
to the school, larger com-
petitors had pressured the
Kahn Music Co. to refuse
to sell instruments to them.
The letter stated that they
are hoping to be handling
another brand of band in-
struments, and hope to do
business with the school
again,

-.mor00104010101i



School Board Asks 0. K.

For Year-round School
School District 96 took

their first official step last
Monday to implement the
"45-15 Valley View Plan"
year-round school system
when the board of educa-
tion directed the superin-
tendent to apply for per-
mission to inaugurate it
next year.

At the meeting of the
board of education, Ken-
neth Hermansen was dir-
ected to make formal ap-
plication to the office of
the state superintendent of
public instruction to start
the new plan on the 30th
of June, 1970.

Under the "45-15" Plan
there will be four equally
divided "tracks" of stud-
ents. Each "track" will
'be in school for 45 school
days, ..nd then off for 15
school days. Each "track"
will start 15 school days
appart when the program
is initiated, with the first
group taking the fifteen
school days vacation as
the 4th group starts their
initial 45 school days at
the school. After this,

twenty-five percent of the
students will be out of
school at all times, there-
by allowing'33 1/3% more
utilization of the schools.

For the past year school
officials have been ap-
pearing before various
groups to explain how the
new system will function-.
Acceptance of the Plan by
the public has s generally
been excellent.

In other board action a
policy change raised the
rates for use of the schools
by outside organizations,
These rates are applica
ble only when a janitor is,
not normally present, and
must be paid overtime to
be at the school.

Non-profit organizations
within the district will
be charged $7.50 per hour,
profit making organiza-
tions within the district
$15 per hour; Non -profit
outside organizations $15;
and outside profit making
organizations, $30.

Two teacher resignations
were received and accept-'

C\-9.4../LAr.e
Oa OA toc1

ed. One was from John
Temple, who headed the
Teachers' Organization for
the past two years. Nine
new teachers were hired.

Only one ,bid came in
on a proposed building for
the new buses. The bid of
$64,304 was about twenty
thousand above expecta-
tions. The architect will
negotiate with this bidder
to try to find ways to cut
this cost.

The board. secretary. was
'directed to writeletters. to .
the Alexander: Construc-
tion Co. and

Village Beard about
the 'la c k of sidewalks on
several block's near the
yet unfinished Ridge View
School. Board member
Robert Noethen said that
Mayor O'Hara told him
there would be no side-
walks in the areas under
question. Other school
b o a rd members reported
that the previous village
board in Romeoville had
said 'there would be icle-
walks in those locati,

1'



interesting experiment
The entire area, much of the

state as well, will be watching
with interest as plans develop
for the Valley View School Dis-
trict to have a continuous school
year.

With schools at all levels be-
coming eve{ more expensive as
well as necessary, how to best
utilize facilities, time and per-
sonnel has come more and more
into discussion.

Industry faced up to this prob-
lem . long ago, realizing that
equipment and facilities will pro-
duce ,so m- in so many_ hours.
The decision . had to be made
on whether to build additions and
obtain more, equipment, or
whether to use the same equip-
ment more hours. More person-
nel, or course, is involved in ei-
ther Case:

In the long run industry Ilan
found that using the same equip-
ment and building facilities
more hours is economically:
more feasible in most cases, :

It will be interesting to watch
the Valley View program and
learn all possible from it.

ei /4, /77



Year-around school plans
await approval by state

ROMEOVILLE Final plans
for the yedr-around school

schedule are being presented for
approval to the State Office of
Public Instruction in Springfield
today.

Kenneth Hermansen, superin-
tendent, and two assistants an-
nounced the readiness of the
plans for final approval at the
Valley View School District
Board meeting Monday night.

James Gove, administrative
assistant, reported that plans
to install telephone lines to car
ry television programs from
Westview Junior High School to
Parkview School are progress.
ing. Leon H. Hyatt of Hyatt
Electronics has agreed to do the
installation work for the nomin
al fee. of 41. IlCnois Bell Tele-
phone Co. has not yet submit-
ted its cost for line installation.

Three new teachers hired are
David Frazer, industrial arts at
Westview; Frank Peririo, Music
at Westview; and Sandra Hut-
chart, first grade at Brookview
School. Enrollment this year for
all schools totals 5,292.

A letter from: the Village of
Bolingbrook stated that due to a
lack of :tax= money, the village
would cease paying for a cross-
ing gu^vi at Illinois 53 and the
overpan effective Oct. 1. School
districts are prohibited by law
fiviti hiring crossing. guards.
when a village or city exists.

Contracts were awarded to
Compumatics to erect 'a' 'steel
prefabricated building for inain.!
tenance and housing of buses ..at
a cost of $48,000 (61OOG less.
than a previously rejected 'bid,)'.
andtO Ben B. Mei Co. of Jo-
liet for' foundation repairs at
Westview.

001a6)...06 \44zywad



I

Report Monday
on 45-15 plan
ROMEOVILLE On the

agenda of the board of educa-
tion of Valley View School Dis-
trict 96 Monday night will be an
upto-date progress report on

the 45,15 school plan, for an ex-
) tended school year.

The board _will present the
official "resulfs from the first
Staff survey held Oct. 25.

The meeting will be at 7:30
p.m. at Parkview School.
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45.15 Plan
is Official

A resolution was form-
ally passed by the District
96 Board of Education to

o' officially adopt the Valley
View 45 - 15 Continuous
School Year Plan. The. plan will go into effect. next June 30th and, asset forth in the resolution,will continue through Aug-

, ust 15th, 1971.
The board also adopted

a rental policy on having
ais conditioning on in the
rooms rented by various
organizations. All organ-
izations using the schools,
and wishing the space used
air conditioned, will be

charged a flat $5.00 fee
for rooms, and $10 for the
little theatre. Rental feesfor use of school facilities
were recently raised. An
organization using a school
facility, and charging ad-
mission fees, must pay a
$15.00 per hour rental fee.

The Board approved a
resolution to allow the saleof tax anticipation warrants
in the amount of $1,335,000.A resolution was also ap-
proved on the supplemental
State Aid reinbursement,
raising the sum to be re-
ceived by the school dis-trict by $293,000.
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VISITORS FROM GUAM

SEEK INFORMATION ON VALLEY VIEW. PLAN

Visiting educators from
out of state are nothing new
in Um District 96 Schools.
In facet, educators from far
off lands seeking educa-
tional information are not
a novelty either. Last week
two educators from the dis-
tant Pacific island of Guam
(Jame to the schools to in-
vestigate the "Valley View
Continuous SchoolYear
Plan ", better knownlocally
as the *45 - 15 Plan".

Richard Tennessen, t h e
deputy superintendent of
Guams Education Depart-
ment explained that the is-
land had one board of edu-
cation and 30 schools, now
growing at the rate of about
1900 students per year. A
total school population of
22,000 now attend the elem-
entary school system, he
explained.

Mr. Tat; Guitierrez, a
member of the Guam Board
of Education, explained that
they, like the Valley View
system, have growing pains
and must find methods of
coping with the increased
number of students in a

limited number of build-
ings. This is the reason
the Guam legislature ap-
pointed the two men to
eo to the main-land and
find out about the new plan

to be initiated by District
to be initiated by School
District 96 next year.

Under the "45 -15 Plan"
the students in the district
are divided into four near
equal groups. Starting next
June, just one of the four
groups will enter school.
After 15 school days the
second group comes in,
after fifteen more school
days the third group, and
after 15 more school days
the fourth group starts,
and then the first group
starts a la school day vac-
ation. Under this system
one-fourth of the students
are always out of school,
thus realizing a 33% factor
greater school utilization,.
The plan has attracted the
attention of educators all
over the country.

Basically, the plan was
designed as a cooperative
measure by several men.
They are Ken Hermansen,

superintendent; Jim Cove,
admin. assistant; Pat Page,
research ass,t. and John
Lukancic, assistant supt.

James Bingle of the Dist-
rict 96 Bdard of Education,
presented the two visitors
with a framed visually de-
marked calendar which il-
lustrates the 'Plan"
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plan w
ill w

ork
m

ost school system
s

that

have adopted sim
ilar

plans have abandoned

them
 and reverted

to the traditional
nine-

m
onth school year. T

he objectives of
resi-

dents have frequently
been cited as reasons

for scrapping the
program

.

A
nother problem

 D
u

Page county high
school districts are

eyeing is the m
any

sm
all elem

entary
districts that feed stu-

dents
t=

om
high school districts.

H
insdale,

D
ow

ners G
rove,

and N
aperville high

school

districts are especially
concerned because

m
any of the

feeder districts
send pupils

to tw
o or m

ore
high school districts.

T
he school districts

in south D
u

Page

county are studying
a school

boundary re-

port com
pleted

last spring by
Indiana uni-

versity.

T
hat report lists

the pros and cons
of

form
ing unit or coterm

inous school
districts

across the
south end of D

u
Page county.

(D
u Page county

does not have a
unit dis-

trict.)

Inform
al m

eetings
have been held be-

tw
een representatives

of H
insdale and

D
ow

ners G
rove H

igh
school districts to

dis-

cuss feeder districts shared by
the tw

o. N
o

decisions have been
m

ade according to au-

thorities.

Fen the tw
o high

school districts to
form

unit or coterm
inous

districts, elem
entary

districts feeding
students into the

tw
o

w
ould have to he

split or m
oved

entirely

into one of the
districts.

T
here is a sim

ilar
problem

 betw
een

D
ow

ners G
rove and

N
aperville H

igh school

districts. T
he

N
aperville H

igh School
dis-

trict's problem
 b

com
pounded by sharing

tw
o feeder districts

w
ith a W

ill county high

=
hoot district

B
ensenville E

lem
entary

School district 2

and Fenton H
igh

School district 100 in
north

D
u Page county

agreed last w
eek to

study

form
ing a unit school district. A

ll of district

100 is included in tw
o

elem
entary districts

district 2 and W
ood

D
ale E

lem
entary

School district 7.

T
he study also is to

determ
ine w

hether
districts 2 and 100

should continue having

one superintendent
and one business m

an-
ager for both

districts.

C
oterm

inous
districts

have
identical

B
oundaries but separate

boards of educa-
tion for the high

school and elem
entary

school districts. T
here are

tw
o such dis-

tricts in D
u Page

county, W
heaton

and

L
isle. T

he only unit district in the w
estern

suburbs is E
lm

w
ood

Paik district 401.

State, county, and
school district educa-

tion authorities
predict that a current trend

to larger elem
entary

school districts w
ill

continue and there w
ill

be m
ore coter-

m
inous and unit

districts created in the
process.

T
he are about 50

few
er school districts

auinthorities
Illinois this year than last, according to

O
ne problem

 that does not affect the high
school districts in central and north D

u
Page is elem

entary districts that said pu-
pils to tw

o or m
ore high school districts.

Several school, officials said they are
studying the form

itioli of unit districts thre
com

bining their feeder districts into one
elem

entary school district.

O
ne big problem

 seen by the educational
authorities in these high school districts is
the lack of bonding pow

er allow
ed unit di s:

tricts.

U
nder Illinois statutes, unit districts m

ay
issue bonds for up to 5 per cent of the
tricts total assessed valuation. B

ut separate
districts serving the sam

e territory have a
total bonding pow

er of 10 per cent of the
assessed valuation

5 per cent for each
district

.

T
he authorities in these districts say

they are anticipating that the
C

onstituional

C
onvention w

ill change this tleett overhaul
of the revenue provisions to allow

 unit
dis-

tricts to issue bonds up to 10 per cent.

A
 few

 said that if the change is
m

ade,
they w

ould :tranediately seek form
ation

of
unit district, to take advantage of state

airs

provisiotes.

T
he L

isle school board districts
receive

an extra $120,000 yearly
in state aid be-

cause the elem
entary and

high school dis-
tricts are coterm

inous. A
ccording

to the
district's superintendent, R

aym
ond L

. M
ill-

er, L
isle w

ould receive
$120,000 m

ore if it
w

ere a ,ertit district.

M
iller said the district probably

w
ould

change to a unit district if not for
the

present5 par cent lim
it en the bonding pow

-
er of tw

it district



Veto Doesn't Hurt
Valley View Plan
ROMEOVILLE -- The

Valley View School Dist-
rict's year-round plan will
not be affected by Gov.
Richard B. *Ogilvie's veto
of a bill to permit school
districts to operate on a
full year plan, a spokesman
for the governor said today.

The spokesman said the
veto removed the option of
any school district to ope-
erate only one or more
schools within the district

on a full year school plan,
but will have no effect on a
full year school plan adopted
on a district-wide basis.

Kenneth Hermanson.
superintendent for the dis-
trict, and James Gove, his
administrative assistant.
went to Springfield to clari-
fy the status of Valley View's
plan. Hermansen said they
were assured by the gover-
nor's office that they would
be able to proceed on sched-
ule with the initiation of
their plan.

The target date for the
plan isltine 30. 1970.
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IS



114e .1;t.lei- WER4LD velar
-1 resP,41, oerv26-4 .28 /969

Valley View officials
to head panel program

ROMEOVILLE The Illinois,facilities for the bus mainte-
School Board Association has
asked Kenneth Hermansen, su-
perintendent of the Valley View
District, James Gove, adminis-
trative assistant, and a school
board member to appear at the
association's annual meeting

Nov. 24 at the Sherman House
in Chicago.

They will present a panel pro-
gran on "Plan 45 -15" Valley

View Distria's continuous

school year plan.
The plan d,,vides the pupil

population inl:o four equal
groups. Each rr.! the four groups
of pupils will attend 95 class
days and have '15 class days va-
cation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one class day. The four groups
always stay in the same order
of rotation. In a calendar year
each group will attend classes
180 days, four sessions of 95
days per session.

The plan will be put into ef-
fect June 30, 1970, and will run
until Aug. 16, 1971, for the first
school yer r, Hermansen said.

Board president Bruce Web-
ster volunteered to attend the
meeting with the administra-
tors.

Hermansen, Gove and a board
member also were asked to pre-
sent a panel program on Plan
45-15 at 8 p.m. Nov. 14 on radio
station WAJP-FM. Board mem-
ber James Bing le volunteered
to attend.

In further business, the board:
Approved -a hid for $5,300

from Compumatics for sewer

nance
Granted permission to the

Spartans for the annual athletic
banquet. Nov. 15 for a fee of
$7.50 an hour for custodian.

Granted permission to New
Life Lutheran Church to use
school basketball facilities pur-
suant to board policy.
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To Present 45 15 Program

Two administrators of
School Dist. 96 have been
invited to ,present a pro-
gram on the 45-15 Plan
to the Illinois School Board
Association at their annual
meeting in Chicago Nov-
emoer 24th.

Kenneth Hermanson, the
dist. superintendent, and
James Gove, administrat-
ive assistant, will present

a panel program on the
new all-year school pro-
gram the district will in-
augurate next June.

The two aaministrators
have also been asked to
present a panel program
on the Plan over Joliet
Radio Station WAJP-FM.

They will appear on a
broadcast, a 1 on g with a
board member, Mr. James
Bingle.
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Study Valley View plan
for year-round program

ROMEOVILLE Valley View

School District's year-round
school plan has moved into an-
other phase of 'planning. Ron-
ald N. Strahanoski, curriculum
coordinator, is working with
two committees of district per-
sonnel .to work out the day-to-
day operations under the Valley
View Plan 45-15 continuous
school schedule.

The principals' committee,
composed of William Dikeman,
Lillie Eneix, Ronald Fagan,

The teachers' committee
is composed of representatives
from each building. Carolyn
Pell and Ruth Leddy represent
Brook View School. North View
School's representatives a r e
Therese Castiglioni, Karen
Roberts and Mary Synald. Ruth
Ennis, Ann Puetz, Norma West,
Marjorie Cole, and Robert,Eng-
lish are working with the Park
View School staff.

Ridge View's faculty has Pa-
tricia Jones and Cynthia Studer

Frank Kolinski, Verne Shelley as its liaison representatives.
and Dave Pauley, is working. on Phyllis Chopp, Lynn Anderson
various administrative details. and Grace Beaudoin represent

The committee is also study- Valley View School and Hilda
ing teacher scheduling so as to Miller, David Zeiger, William

best utilize the abilities of all Jenk!ns and Patricia Miller are
staff members. Storage of the delegates for West View
teacher and pupil supplies Junior High.
while students and/or' teachers The teachers committee is at-
are on the 15-day vacation is a tempting to discover and solve
problem to be solved' problems teachers may en-

The organization needed to counter in adjusting to the con-
provide for a .change of class- tinuous school schedule.
rooms each 45-day period is Both committees are taking
another area to be mil-keg] out. a good look at the present cur-
Needed curricular changes in riculum. The change to a new
the area of 'teaching. methods: schedule is an excellent oppor-
cooperative teaching, t e a m2tunity for study. The curricu-
teaching and individualization lum study has begun with the
of student's work are being premise that a school' calendar
studied. has been changed. From that

point the prisent.curriculum is
being studied to see. how it can
fit into the new schedule.

A spokesman ,for )the curricu-
Win committees' said that
change not going to be made
for the sake of change. Yet
Plan 45-15 schedule affords an
opportune time to identify cur-
ricular problems for a system-
wide study and organizing the
means and arrangements for
this study has been one of the
first items on which the cur-;
riculum committees have been
working.

With the advent of Plan 45-15,
both committees are studying
the district's present education-
al objectives. All attempts Wilt;.
be made for the improvement
of organization, content, and
procedures for teaching various
academic areas.

.

Uppermost in this phase of
planning for the 45-15 continu-
ous school plan is the desire
provide the best possible edu-
cation for the boys.and girls of
the Valley View School District.

The committees hope to intro-
duce into the curriculum sig-
nificant content needed for
modern living in the space age.:
of the seventies.
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attend
class

45
H

erm
ansen said m

ost of the seeking sum
m

er em
ploym

ent." ;school?" asked one m
other.

W
ebster said.

1 inio the district
in

1970. A
lso

w
ith the trem

endous grow
th

w
ithin the com

m
unity, the dis-I

trict w
ill autom

atically pick ro
300 to 400 extra students."

T
he continuous school

year
m

egrim
, called Plan 95-15 by

the district. w
as drafted by H

er-
m

ansen; Jam
es G

ove, adm
inis-

trative assistant to the superin-
tendent; John L

ukancic, assist-
ant superintendent, and Patrick
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Va:ley View plan
ardws recognition

ROMEOVILLEValley View and it is impossible to use. the
4643 conligelitea schattlYeittelam.enit air s Amoy PA% .4001.'
will he reproduced In part on;ftermansen said.
the caner of Educate Magazine. In other action the boardt

The Valley View School;
, pproved the originalDefied droved release of

kthei kte.tewel0 Wir tittered for and
ce"riliht to the htl-aguitte efc";easeatent flormantown Roadwill tecluge a story en

. Preieel

Jim Gave, twitniatleariatiee as- Hired three add:Hovel ern-
tpoyes secaleheria help.anent to We supelintenient

said the euminieteathet bag! A PX0Ved lcorstooviila Jay.-
beard from iS glum And cees using West View's Little
two foreign countries desiring Theater and 10 classrooms in
bitorinatton on the consinnous,order to bid for television tap-,
school plan, ling for Illinois Jaycees and

Govt, Supi. Kenneth Herman-
!
l'Cull'g

Show on human rela-
WASsett, board member James Bin-1

, Acepted a relution for`le and Robert Norileet of Corn- c

pumatics Educational Services'artkeintien between elementary
will be participants in a panel:school districts which feed into
program an Johet's arAjp.Fm,Lockport High School District.
from a to 0 p.m. Friday, Lis-: Approved a resolution for
Wan will hive an opportunity unanimous approval and sup-
to ;hone in questions to !he dis-,port of bond referendum and
tricerepteateludives. tax rate increase en:vested by

in other business architect Lockport High School District
Robert Sheep said he had ir. Boa ft.
ipectai Brook View School last !
we* tOticia,is newsplete except,
ler Wow' Steam and patching,
work.

Re said. his Inspection would
be completed this week a Ridge
View scow.

., Shoop said there were still

.1101*. problems with vents in
the air 'conditioning !porn at
Valley VW, School, but it was
bollitd $ dike them **rating;
properly in a few days.

The board asked Shoop to
check West View's- Little TI:ea-I
ter exit. .Thr domed pr7f 110.4i
rat . adequately divert water!.
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SAftAPPOftTEO TO BOARD OF EDUCATION

Erenesto Edssil w1.1.5 the
cheice of the School Diso
trict 96 Board of Educa-
tion to fill the unexpired
term of resigned board
member William Butchart
at Mondays' meeting. One
Member voted against the
choice.

Edsall has served on the
District 96 Board for nine
years Previoesly. Four
years age '4e chose to run
for Attie I hi* 'School board,
and beiiiY, 'Opted served
a three year term there.
Be did not seek re-elec-
tion because of his 'die. s,

satisfaction with the die-
. cession on that board. . .

While. on the District 96
Board of Educatioe, Edsell

served a term asaisident
of the board.

Member Kenneth Kibbler
Voted against Edsall, not,
he said, because Edsall wan
not qualilied, but because
he felt the board passed
up another possible choice
who would have been as
good or better thenEdsall. s s

Kibler was referring to
former boardmemberJohn
Strobbe, who servedara the .

beard for six 'Years.. It
is known that Several of
the board members did not
wish to appoint 61.1'0We be-
cause of personal reasons.

In other action the board
accepted a bid of 6% from
the First National Bank of
Lockport on $1.3 million
in tan anticipation war-
rants.. .Twenty area and
Chicago banks had been

invited to bid, bat the
Lockport Bank was the
only one do respond. The
bid was readily accepted
since the sale of tax an-
ticipation warrants have
not gone well due to the
tight money market.

!Attorney Eugene Korst
reported that he and the
business manager, Paul
Swinford, had meet with
the Commonwealth Edison
attorney, the county trees-
uerer esti the Win CoulitY
state's attorney on lases
protected by the utility..
Commonwealth Edision, he
said, had,pffer0 to settle
on a 25-16% blabs, and
he recommended that the
offer, be accepted if the
utility increased the offer
from 35 to 60 %.
Robert Noriliet, a rep-

representative of Corn p-
umatica, consultants to the
board on the 45-15 plan,
reported that mailings are
ready to the parents of
students in the district on
which track their children
will be on The letters
will be inaiied next Mon-
day. The 46-15 year a-
round school plan starts
next June. It was
gested that parents whos
may still be ss up:familiar
with the plan, Attend the
January 15th PTO meeting,
where the program will be
devoted to the plan.

By a three to two vote
George HASSert was elect-
ed vice president of the
board over James llingle,
who was absent. Since
Biagio was absent Bassett
declined to vote.

76.5"

4414511.1". c cr.N.

i 101



Volley View: district.
Year -round class

ROMEOVILLE - Plans of the P t erin' the startinkhare June 11 Aug 10, 1970; Oct. luffedizeibetwhil444ily cg.y s agg g
15-Noi. '4, 1970; Dec. 19-Dec 27, eductiiitnt;1- he
1970, which includeS Christmas
school closing; Jan. 19-Feb. 4,
1971; April 3-11, 1971, which in-
eludes Easter school closing;
April 21-May 11, 1971; June 24-

Hermonsen, superintendent of ender Year each group will at- July 5, 1971, which includes sum-
tend classes 180 days, fear ses- mer school closing, and July .27-,
sions of 45 days each. Aug. '16, 1971. Aug. 17, /Setl, Will

Group A will start the 1970-71 be the start of the second school

Valley View School. District to date of each group, at any one
begin a year-round school are .time only three /groups will be
fast becoming a reality.

On Monday over 3,000 fondles
attending school.

The groups always stay in thein the district are expected to
receive letter from Kenneth same order of rotation. in a cal-

the district, giving the school
schedUle for the children in. each
family, All holidays antyaca-
Mils also are shown on the cal-
endar enclosed in the letter.

The letter was sent now On

Fa ittes: tom; r*Fr4

Page Mid; liacindhill
On school bitiat061101f..
dance sites' OWfi
dren who 4411f402.1iOns$491(
th0 first iltne.):'-.1" .,:kt4,'A7:;4i;:.:"..1'-

There' are gait e14;0k,
enrolled:ht thfliillskitilit

school year June 30, 1970, and year for this group. '... antitalpatatoelpd,91,:z0-.
June Z 1971. vacation Periods Group 1) will start the 1970-71 Lllte. slit' 6cb0tllitf'll
are June 11'29, 1970; Sept. 1-22, school year Sept. 1, 1970, find View DIstrice:,areluntey..

thetanillies Can plan activities 1970; Nov. 28-13ec*. 27/ 1970, Aug. 16, 1971. Vacation period 4,0001,
itaa toe which Includes Christmas are June 11-Aug 31, 1970; Nov Ylelv;§eiwal on Da

North Viewfull advantage' of the apportubV. closing; Mara 323, 1971f. April 5-Nov. 29, 1970; Dec. 10-27,4p70,
flea of the new school calendar, 341, 1971,: which Inclades Eas- which includes Christmas school

ter school closing; and June 3- closing; Feb. 10-1Viireh 2, 1971 150;` WeaLsaid Heriaansen.

summer school closing:. July 6, Enad;,
* acme% will

July 1971., which includes April 3-11, 1971, which includes BaltnOnt
Ridge

hn" Mader Ow. called :the 1971, will, he the start: of the
second nehoo, 1. Year far tbia

vill1)80 bittl'effect lime SO; 1970: Px11:: .
will start JUly..,2i,

end the schOol year
elan was drafted by dls;

Olist administrators, Hannan-
sen, James Gore, administrative
assWallt;t4 the ouPerhnisdent,

1.yWcie, **dant . super-
1000404 end Patric* Page, re-
90001111Platant-

ft to, schetinag: sys-
t=ittntgisias Iacilities Easter school closing, and Jung

the yeat,vrior the pu. 24-July 28, 1971, which includes
poptdatiott divided into four

,each _of the bar groups of pp.
elb:Oiled :A, B, C and D, will

,group
1970, and
June 23, 171.. Vacation periods this group.
are Juno. 11-July 70, 1970; Sept. "All :Illinois legal holidays also
23-Oct. 14, 1970; Dec..19, ',WO- will be:observed by' schOol,

..Jam 18, 1971, :width includes ine' said 'Otige.. the TC090tr,
Christmas school closing; March assistant who made up thi
24-April 20, 1911, which includes school calendar, for the next fly

years. -. ,

"nisi& the first real innova-
tion weltive 'Had' in the educe-
Von systiiin since 1910 'when
schools ,,started on 'nine* 'hill
months puOtesses," Wage said: '

aitteltdr45 thus days and then 1970, and end the school year . `'OurValley View 4545 contin-
have IS, Clasi days vacation.' : july 74 1971. Vacation periods auss0raol year plan' cauld ova-

Easter school closing; May 12-
June 2, 1971; June 24-July 5, 1971 ton ,A,,vapt *Id
which includes summer school SOnel
clores- and Aug. 17-Svt. 7,1671.
Sept. 8, 1971, will be the start
of the second school year for

summer school closing. July 27,
1971, will he the start of the sec-
Ond'Schrei year for this 07°4.

Group ( will start Aug.3,11,

'\144,LItsalot Vtuoz
it1/4)ingsLiNriamiks kceb''

/Pew t6

L
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PARENTS RELIEVE SCHEDULES

FOR 45- IS PLAN.

Parents who have cldid-
ren or will have children
going to school District 96
this year received copies
depicting the track their
child will be on for the
coming school year. While
the Valley View 45-15 plan
has been explained in the
Beacon a number of times
as well as at numerous
public meetings it is ex-
pected that their will be
some parents who still do
not understand the ramifi-
cations of this plan. Three
avenues are open by which
these people can learn
about the 45-15 plan. One
is by attending the P.T.O.
meeting set for January 15
at West View Jr. High
School at 8 p.m. At second,
method is by calling the
dial into education number-
838-0699- for a message
which espial nrr the pro-
gram. The third method

16 gef togetEer a group

of parents,: arrange for
a session of the group
where one of the adminis-
trators will explain the plan
to the group.

In brief, the Valley View
45-15 plan is a method by
which the utilization of the
school buildings is en-
hanced by approximately
thirty three per cent. The
students are divided into
four near equal tracks. The
first track will start this
summer and continue for
forty five school days.
After the first fifteen
school days the second
track will start, after the
first thirty school days the
third track will start and
after the first fourty-five
school days the fourth

track will start. When the
fourth track starts the first
track has their first fifteen
school day vacation. In
other words, at any given
time only cevelity five per
cent of the students are in
school.

The 45-15 plan was one
of necessity, The school
district has exhausted it's
bonding power (the ability
to borrow money to build
schools) and even though
the voters may wish to
build those schools the
school can not legally do
this. Since kindergarten
is compulsory starlingthis
year, and new families have
moved and will be moving
into the area, the six
schools in the district could
not handle all the pupils
using the traditional school
year unless The schools
went on double shifts or
loaded the classrooms with
fifty to-sixty pup/is.

The 45 -15 plan is being
watched closely not only
by schools in this area
but school districts
throughout the country. If
it is successful it is ex-
pected that many other
schools will adopt versions

t:us plan.
Parents who have not

attended a program on the
45-15 plan are urged to
attend the P.T.O. meeting
of Thursday, January 15
at 8 p.m. at the West View
Junior High School little
theater. Several adminis-
trators who were instru-
mental is formulating the
plan :9111 be on hand to ex-
plain it and answer ques-
tions. All residents of
the distract are invited to
attend this meeting.
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45 -15A1 PTO

Parents of grade school
and junior high school chil-
and junior high school
children in District 96 who
do not understand, or have
questions about the Valley
View 45-15 plan, are urged
to attend the PTO meeting
to be held at the West View
Little Theater tomorrow
eve ning (rhursday) at
8 P.m. The administrators
who conceived and worked
out the details of the 45-15
plan will be on hand to
answer questions and dis-
cuss specific problems.
All residents of School Dis-
trict 85 are welcome.
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VIEW ON SCHOOLS

-To,the Editor:
am- writing concerning the

upcoming District,. 295 ,referen-
dum.

Instead 'of : Alome-.-of the an-
nounc'ed cots and changes, some
of which seem pointless and
meager no yearbooks, news-
paper, cluhs, band why not
larger and there logical ones?

It, seetriaa bit unnecessary to
have so many assistants to su-
perintendents, principals, deanS,.
-courielers, etc-. when fewer
would prohably. suffice and save
a lot of money. Perhaps some
would: be willing to take salary
cuts fO show their willingness to
do everything tO solve the prob-
lems4of the district.

Perhaps a shift Of students
With all -freshmen and sopho-
Mores at Central, juniors at
East, and seniors at West. Or,
perhaps the purchase or rental
of the Lockport Central Grade
School building for additional
space.
s, Perhaps the year-round plan
being,instituted this year by El-
ementary Sehool District 96 4--
Which will serve more students
without additional building.

Perhaps instead of $3,500-
$5,000 taxpayer dollars every
sixty (60) days until the refer-
endum is passed plus the $12,-
000 fee (again taxpayer dollars)
being paid the consulting firm,
a delay until reasonable cuts
are made and shown to be ef-
fective. Let them give the tax-
paying voters proof they can be
sensible and reasonable and will
not squander the referendum
money as has been done previ-
ously.

A business couldn't be run the
way schools are run. We've been
told the district won't receive
any money until 1971-72 even if
the referendum is pasJed, What
then? Will they again sell tax
anticipation warrants this spring
and fall against the. referendum
money se that in 1971 or 1972 or
1973 we'll have the same situa-
tion?

. Marjorie Herron
16101 Janet Ave.
Lockport, Ill. 60441

yiD

(131.601.8
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District gets grant
to study school plan

KOMEOVILLE The Valley' recording equipment 'Oil reduce
View School District has been
awarded a $43,790 federal grant
to research the 95-15 continuous
school plan, in which students
attend classes 45 days, then
have 15 vacations days, on a
year-around basis.

The grant was announced to
the board of education Monday
by James Gove, administrative
assistant of the district.

Gove said research wiii be
an analysis between the tradi-
tional school program and the
95-15 plan, and will involve re-
search and evaluation design:
He said Compumatics Corp. had
been instrumental in securing
this grant for district.

The board decided that three
persons would need to be hired
for this program, a director,
deputy director and a secretary.
The board also approved Gove,
Patrick Page, research assis-
tant, and Paul Swinford, busi-
ness manager, to work on the
project in July with the three
persons to be hired.

Supt. Kenneth Hermansen
read a copy of a letter from
State Sen. Harris Fawell to the
Naperville board of education
asking that it delay approval
to Levitt Builders for 30 to
40 days. This would give time
for investigation into the eco-,
nomic impact on taxpayers be-
fore a huge apartment complex
and shopping center is built on
Naperville Road. About 400
acres of the complex Mill be
in Valley View School District,
Hermansen said.

In other business, the board:
Changed its policy on build-

ing usage for non-profit groups
within the district. The new poli-
cy states, that if a custodian
is on duty ther will be no
charge. If a custodian has to
be employed, there will be a
$7.50 fee per hour.

Approved purchasing equip-
ment for $335 to continue the
dial-for-education program. The

the payment to Illinois Bell Tel=
ephone Co. from $348 to $144
yearly.

The next board meeting will
Feb. 23 atbe at 7:30 p.m.

Park View School.

'LAX' 4..elxetief
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SCHOOL GETS GRANT

FOR 45- 15 STUDY

School District 96 has been
granted $43,790 by the Fed-
eral Government to conduct
an educational and fiscal an-
alysis on the Valley View
45-15 Year - round Schoo.
Plan, projected over the next
tan years. The annouroa-
ment was made by assistant
school superintendent James
'Gave at the regular Monday
meeting of the Board of Ed-
ucation.

To implement the project
the board approved a motion
by James Bingle to hire a

(-244e.a. tea-11

director, a deputy director
and fiscal analylst and a
secreatry, and to, use part
of the grant to cover,
month salary for, Cove and
administrators rat Page
arid Pauli winford. The,;:::-
ject is to be completed :u
six months.

Motions were also made
and approved to retain the
Illinois School Consulting
Service to survey the north
boundaries of the school dis-
trict. The cost will be
shared by Naperville School
Dist #78, and perhaps other
school districts°
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Appoint
For 5.,1

ROMEOVILLE -- Board
members of School District
96 appointed a director and
deputy director for a study
to be made of the 45-15 plan
as opposed to _the traditional
school year. Named at the
meeting on February 23, was
Dr. William Rogge, of the
lin:ye:shy of Illinois, who
will serve as the director,
and Robert Norf leet, of Com-
pumatics, Incorporated, as

deputy director.
This study will take six

months and will be paid for
from federal funds of $43.-
000, recently granted to the
district.

Lockport Park District of-
ficials have consulted the
school administrators about
using Ridgeview School in
Romeoville for their sum-
mer recreation program.
Kenneth Hennansen advised
the group that a daytime
program could not be con-
ducted because the 45-15
plan begins on June 30.

However, a plan could be
instituted for a program to
take place after 4 p.m. Resi
dents of Romcoville south
of 135th Street are in the
Lockport park district and
also in the library district.

Ronald Breyne, president
of the board of education of
St. Andrew's School in Ro-
meovil!e, invited all District
96 board members to an
open house, on March 1, to
view the educational pro-
gram and progress being
made at St. Andrew's.

Audrey Manley, assistant
principal at North Viem,
school, and Bruce BroWning,

Director
5 Study
Instructional Television Co-
ordinator of the district
presented a program to the
board on the work already
M progress and future plans
for closed circuit T.V. work.
Air pollution and safety will
be presented in addition to
the regular classroom work
aiready being offered.

Future school board meet-
ings will be held at 8 p.m.
and will continue at this
time until contract negotia-
tions with teachers are com-
pleted.

The next regular meeting
will be held on March 9, at
8 p.m. in the library of
Park View School.

ra



Aational r-Atention to Be on Suburban
School District's Year-Round Classes

By FOILICESMITH

A small westsuburban school district is
the center of national attention because it
soon will convert to the 12-month school
year

Educators are warchnio, developments in
Valley View Eleinectiirs Schard district 96
in WO county. which has been awarded a
contract to research aspects of a (2-month
school year Th district feeds Naperville
High School district 107 in D0 Page county

The $43,000 contract was awarded district
SS by the National Center for Educational
Research and Development in the United
States Department -of Health, Education,
and Welfare.

The study is to determine the economics
of operating a public school system on a
year-round basis as opposed to the tradi-
tional nine-month school year with a three-
month summer vacation.

District 96 has adopted for the 1970-71
school year a 12-month school calendar
called the 45-15 plan. The district copy-
righted the plan in August, 1969. The
reanoti gifes for the action is that some
educator!: were describing the plan with-
out verifying their information with the
plan's developers.

The 45-15 plan divides school enrollment
into quarters. Pupils attend classes for 45
class days and then have 15 days of vaca-
tion, repeating the cycle four times yearly.
Additional vacation periods are provided
all students in the traditional holiday sea-
SOM.

District 96 will put its plan into effect
June 30. One-fourth of the district's enroll-
ment will begin a 00-day cycle (45 class
days and 15 vacation days( that day.

The first cycle for the second 25% to take
part in the rescheduled school year will be
July 21 thru Oct 14 The third group's cycle
will be Aug. II thru Nov 4 and the fourth
Sept. 1 thru Nov 30.

The theory behind a 12-month school year
is that by keeping the facilities in use all
year with 75' , of the pupils attending
school at any one tune, the district can
handle 33% more pupils without- adding fa-
cilities

District 99 covers 4112 square miles in
north Will county, including the municipal-
ities of Bolingbrook and Romeoville. The
rest of the district is in unincorporated Will
county.

District 9d de%-eloped the --LVIS plan be-
cause of rapidly increasing enrollments and
a lack of bonding power to build additional
schools.

The district started the school year with

It expects to have about 7,200 pupils for the
1970-71 school year.

The assessed valuation of district 96 ,is
ahaut $120 million and will be about $125
million for the next calendar year.

Robert Nortieet, a consultant to the dis
trict. said Monday that the district had art
assessed valuation of about Slo0.000 iter pu
pit in 1960 but that today's assessed valu-
ation per pupil is less than $20,000

Ile said the district expects 1,000 to 1,200
kindergArten pupils for the next year. The
kindergarten pupils will attend on a hal!
day basis. The district has not pro iously
operated kindergarten classes.

The kindergarten pupils. the present pu-
pils, and the increase expected in the sum-
titer will give the district the estimated 7,-
200 full-time pupils it expects for the next
year.

Repeating the 60-day cycle four times
yearly allows each pupil to attend school
the 176 days required by Illinois statutes.

Under the traditional nine-month school
year, school calendars were made up for
and teachers were contracted for 134 days
per school year. The 184 days include four
days for teacher institutes, four snow days,
and 176 days on which pupils attend school.

District 96 now is negotiating teachers
salaries for the next year. Projecting the
present salary schedule onto a 12-inbrith op-
eration, teachers could receive $9,600 to
$16,000 a year, depending upon degrees held
and experience.

No information is available on what
teachers are asking for the next year or on
what the district is offering. However, last
year district administrators were specula-
ting about offering beginning leachers with

10 SW Wid., u rtft, Iti7o Mil Tan

a bachelor's degree and no experience $10,
000 a year on a 12-month schedule,

Norfleet said preliminary talks with
teachers indicate own teaching at the jun-
ior high school level prefer a 12-month con-
tract but women teaching in the primary
grades prefer a nine,monthcontract.

District 96 was formed in1952 when six
one-room country schools were unified by
annexation A sixth school was added in
1953

Total enrollment for the 1953-54 school
year was 89. An enrollment projection pre-
pared in April. 1969, predicted that the dis-
trict's enrollment will be 16,450 pupils for
the 1989-81 school year.

District officials already are beginning to
revise their estimates upward.

All we flees; is for the interest rates to
drop and a few more developers to begin
developing a few more subdivision, and our
projections are. all wrong," said one spokes-
man for the district.

District 96 also is to outline plana for de-
termining whether pupils learn more ef-
ficiently under a year-rounc, operation and
how the yearround operation of a public
school system affects other community or-
ganizations.

Aspects of the three problems are now
being studied by the *hoot-Calendar Study
Committee of Du page County, a group of
educators and private. citizen: appointed in
October,

The study being made in district N is to
be completed by July. 31, 1,71, and for-
warded to Washington in late summer or
early fall.
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Year-Around echo },6?
When schools face a budgetary the alternatives often mentioned.crisis or a space crunch, going to a But no one really knows much about

twelve-month school year is one of how well a year-round school would
work, or how much it would save.

It's being tried, though, starting
this summer in Valley View, Illinois.
Students will be in school 45 days,
then off for 15 days, year-around.
The school itself will be functioning
full time, of course, with about a
quarter of the student body "on va-
cation" at any given time.

A federal grant will enable the
Valley View educators to describe
their r. ogram for the benefit of
school boards across the nation, in-
cluding a careful statistical measure
of costs.

It sounds worth watching.

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS copy
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 b
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 f
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 b

e 
no

 lu
nc

h 
pr

o-
gr

am
 p
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 c
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 p
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 f
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ay E

nd
K

ids' Free Sum
m

ers
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T

hey've turned the one-room
 school-

house into som
ething that in m

any in-
stances resem

bles a creature from
 outer

space.
T

hey 'v e com
puterized, televised,

rpodualized and clusterized pupils and
classes.

T
hey've constructed som

e of the best
sw

im
m

ing
pools

in
C

alum
et R

egion
schools and have the best facilities for a
kid to dribble a basketball.

B
ut they still lock up the buildings

every June and turn the kids out into the
streets

for
three

long,
hot sum

m
er

m
onths.

T
hey're not needed on the farm

 any
m

ore.
U

rban living and m
echanized

equipm
ent have changed that.

It's all changed except for the nine-
m

onth school year. T
hey've left that

alone.A
t a tim

e w
hen m

ost school corpora-
tions are facing ruin because of a lack
of m

oney, and increasing enrollm
ents are

dem
anding m

ore facilities, m
any educa-

tors believe the nine-m
onth concept is as

out-of-date as fashion experts predict the
m

ini w
ill be com

e fall.
R

U
T

 A
 FE

W
 E

D
U

C
A

T
O

R
S appear to

be "w
ith it." T

hey're researching, study-
ing and im

plem
enting an extended school

year.

Public high schools in A
tlanta have

been operating on a year-round basis
since the fall of 1963. E

lem
entary schools

w
ill follow

 suit this year.
Supt. John W

. L
etson calls A

tlanta's
extended school year "a com

m
ittm

ent to
a better kind of education."

T
he A

m
erican School B

oard Journal
reports m

ore than 600 school districts are
studying year-round plans. M

ichigan is

lst in a Series
spending $100,000 to survey the practica-
bility of a 12-m

onth calendar.
A

t least one school corporation in the
C

alum
et R

egion is seriously studying the
extendet year concept. It m

ight begin by
next D

ecem
ber.

C
L

hers are talking about the m
erits

but doing little else.
In M

irka, a sm
all school district

w
ith five elem

entary schools and one jun-
ior high, is through talking.

V
A

L
L

E
Y

 V
IE

W
 School D

istrict 96
near L

ockport w
ill go on a "45-15" day

plan Jura 30. T
he plan w

ill give pupils 45
days in school and 15 days' vacation. it is
continuous.

A
n Illinois C

alum
et R

egion educator
has thoroughly researched the year-
round system

, but he's had no support
from

 his school board.
Supt. C

hester M
aihofer in C

alum
et

C
ity's W

entw
orth School D

istrict 155 pro-
posed the extended year last spring as an
alternative to a building program

 or split
shifts.T

he board closed its ears to all three.
M

aihofer believes "people are reluc-
tant to ac cent change . .. especially
w

hen you're changing som
ething that's

been in existence over a long period of
tim

e."B
ut he also believes one " m

ust think
objectively and not close his eyes

.
.

. w
e

should exam
ine the problem

 from
 all

aspects ... and think of survival."
"IN

 A
 SO

C
IE

T
Y

 w
here w

e're so
m

oney conscious, do w
e w

ant only an
edifice ... or do w

e w
ant to utilize effec-

tively all that w
e have," M

aihofer ques-
tions.H

am
m

ond Supt. R
obert L

. M
edcalf

says he's concerned at the m
om

ent w
ith

trying to operate his 27 schools for nine
m

onths "let alone 12."
B

ut he agrees the exteaued school
year concept is som

ething w
orth looking

at.
"W

e're going to have to analyze
new

 m
ethods of education, and concepts

.
.

. and if the 12-m
onth school year is

one of them
, then it should be studied,"

he says.
"T

here's no rhym
e or reason w

hy w
e

operate on a nine-m
onth basis, it's just

custom
," says M

edcalf.
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By MARILYNN REHR
Times Staff Writer

There's a new tool being marketed
for school districts with growing pains,
no money and exhausted bonding power.

School corporations across the coun-
try are studying the possibility of throw-
ing out 200 years of tradition and keeping
the kids in school during the summer
months.

They're considering several plans for
an extended school year. But only a
small number have adopted any one of
the plans.

The Lake Central School Corporation
is eyeing four possibilities. Valley View
School District 96 in Will County, Ill., will
begin the 1970-71 term June 30: on the
"45-15" plan.

A LAKE CENTRAL committee with
,community and school representation
will recommend May 15 the approval of
one of the plans under study.

The plans include the staggered
four-quarter concept, the rotating four-

2nd in a Series

quarter plan, a staggered trimest plan
and a rotating trimester plan.

Under the staggered four-quarter
system, the school year is divided into
four equal terms. Students attend all four
terms for about 220 days. The normal
number of school days a year in 180.

lan
Four semesters are included in the

rotating four-quarter plan but only 75 per
cent of the students are in school during
any term. Students attend three consecu-
tive terms and vacation the fourth for a
total of 180 days.

The staggered trimester is identical
to the staggered four quarter plan with
the exception the year is divided into
three equal terms.

The rotating trimester plan also di-
vides the school year into three equal
terms. Students attend two consecutive
terms and vacation the third. About 66
per cent of the students are in school dur-
ing any given semester for 180 days.

The continuous rotating "45-15" plan
adopted by the small Illinois elementary
school district divides pupils into four
groupseach group attending school for
45 class days and then having 15 days of
vacation.

BY STAGGERING the starting date
of each group, only three-quarters of the
pupils will attend classes at one time.
The four groups will remain hi the same
order of rotation with each group attend-
ing 180 school days in a calendar year.

The school district has a five-year

Iio

calendar drawn up giving pupils time off
on legal holid, ys, Saturdays and Sun-
days, a full week at Christmas and East-
er and at least one week in July.

The Lake Central steering committee
and Valley View school officials list
many advantages for an extended year.

The advantage is Vital utilization of
all facilities.

Valley View says the extended year
will mean putting off a $4 million to $0
million building program for at least two
years.

It also will increase classroom space
by 33 per cent' without additional con-
struction, and "fewer desks, textbooks.
library books and audiovisual items will
be needed to serve an increased enroll-
ment," say school officials.

ADVANTAGES CITED by the Lake
Central steering committee are:

Students can complete 12 years of
schooling in 10 years-, allowing them to
select extra college prep courses, receive
on-the-job training or research a subject
of interest.

The dropout rate tends to decrease
since students have an expanded educa-
tion by the time they reach the legal
dropbut age.

Employment competition is not as
high during the fall, winter and spring
months.

If a student fails a course, he can re-
peat the term instead of the entire year.

ach student would have an extra semes-
ter every three or four years to be used
for makeup work, new classes or ad-
vanced work.

School officials in both corporations
caution an adopted plan must be "tai-
lored" to a school district's specific
needs.

"Not every plan will work in every
school district," says District 96 Assist-
ant Superintendent James R. Gove.

kot. *mb4



B
ecause state law

 dem
ands all school

districts provide kindergarten facilities
by the beginning, of the 1970-71 school
year, the district estim

ates a pupil popu-
lation of 7,000 w

hen the new
 term

 starts
June 30.

G
ove says the district w

on't save
m

oney by going on the extended year
plan, but it does m

ean the avoidancefor
at least tw

o yearsof a $4 m
illion to $6

m
illion building program

, or the equiva-
lent of tw

o 30-room
 buildings.

T
o operate six buildings on a year-

round basis w
ould be the equivalent of

operating tw
o additional buildings, says

G
ove.H

e believes the added expense:to the
school district com

es in the iorm
 oFtim

e
spent on "gearing up"

tlie program
,

tim
e spent in researching it

schedul-
ing pupils.

T
H

E
 D

IST
R

IC
T

 is financing the pro-
gram

 itself. Its not looking for outside
help.

"If w
e received federal funds, the

program
 w

ould
stop w

hen the m
oney

stopped com
ing in

.
.

. this isn't a pilot
project, it's a w

ay of life," says G
ove.

B
ut the district has been singled out

by the D
epartm

ent of H
ealth, E

ducation
and W

elfare for som
e federal aid.

It's been given a $43,000 grant to
study the 12-m

onth system
 and report' to

the U
.S. O

ffice o E
ducation its findings

on com
parison of costs over a 10-year pe-

riod.G
ove said the study w

ill show
 the

costs of operating V
alley V

iew
 Schools

over the next 10 years on a traditional
nine-m

onth schedule and for a 12-m
onth

program
.

It's estim
ated the V

alley V
iew

 School
D

istrict w
ill retain the "45-15" plan for at

least the next 10 years.

"W
E

 W
A

N
T

 to m
ake a better prod-

uct and operate at a profit, that is by uti-
lizing our buildings all year .

.. w
e're

going about it as m
uch as possible in a

business-like procedure," says G
ove.

C
C

ovN
t-r

(A
m

u)
vt,3; 1,110
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A
 sm

all W
ill C

ounty school district
stretching from

 the banks of the D
es

Plaines R
iver through cornfields and into

m
odern suburbia w

ill break 'dow
n 200

years of tradition in June.
It'll be doing som

ething m
any larger

school
corporations

are contem
plating

w
hen it opens its doors June 30 on a

year-around basis.
School D

istrict 96 in R
om

eoville is in
the sam

e dilem
m

a m
ost school system

s
throughout the country are facing.

G
row

ing enrollm
ent. little m

oney, no
bonding pow

er and crow
ded facilities are

m
aking schools look for new

 answ
ers.

M
any are studying num

erous possi-
ble plans w

hich could w
ork on a year-

around basis.

B
U

T
 SC

H
O

O
L

 D
IST

R
IC

T
 96 is

through studying. T
hey're all set to act.

T
he school district w

ill im
plem

ent
the "45-16 D

ay Plan"
45 days in class,

15 class days off.
It w

as one of several

plans considered before approval w
as

given.A
ssistant Supt. Jam

es R
. G

ove be-
lieves the success on a year-round school
program

 is based on its acceptance by
the local school board, by state school of-
ficials and by the com

m
unity.

In
V

alley V
iew

 School D
istrict 96,

residents
have approved tax hikes 15

tim
es in the last 10 years.
"O

ur board is 100 per cent behind us
and the G

eneral A
ssem

bly has author-
ized reapportionm

ent of state aid . .."
says G

ove.
H

e adm
its the com

m
unity hasn't

been out w
aving banners approving the

program
 but they haven't carried pickets

to protest it either.

O
U

T
 O

F 3,000 letters sent to parents
in D

ecem
ber explaining the program

,
only tw

o "nasty" replies w
ere returned

and the adm
inistration received only one

"nasty" phone call.
Supt.

K
enneth H

erm
ansen and his

staff believe it's im
portant to keep the

com
m

unity inform
ed at all tim

es "not
just w

hen you w
ant som

ething from
them

."
'hey also believe in being honest.
"W

e told them
 (taxpayers) the ex-

tended school year w
as not a com

plete
answ

er .
.

.
in tim

e w
e'll need to build

m
ore schools

.
.

.," says Patrick Page,
district research coordinator.

B
y extending the school year, the dis-

trict says it w
ill utilize all its facilities

3rd in ra Series
and pupils

have a full day of classes
for 180 days of the year.

` "W
e're doing this out of aP.cessity,"

says G
ove.

A
lternatives w

ere split shifts or dou-
bling up on class size, to 60 or m

ore.

SIN
C

E
 IT

3 B
E

G
IN

N
IN

G
 in

1953
w

hen six one-rcom
 country schoolhouses

w
ere consolidated, the school district has

grow
n at a m

pid rate of 500 pupils a year
from

 89 to 5,500.
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Year-Round School Gives

One Answer to Crowding
By MARILYNN HEHR.

Times Staff Writer
When their schools have reached the

saturation point, educators and school
boards usually consider two answers to
the problema building program or split
shifts.

Both can be unpalatable from both an
educational and community standpoint.

Building usually means an increased
tax rate. Split shifts usually mean irate
parents.

But another alternative is being re-
vived.

The extended school year was first
used in Bluffton, Ind., from 1904 to 1915.
At least 13 otber cities, including Gary,
have tried it at one time or another. All
also abandoned its use.

An assistant superintendent of an Illi-
nois elementary school district which will
go on a 12-month plan in June believes
there are two main reasons why the ex-
tended year was tried and dropped.

James R. Gove of Valley View
School District 96 in Romeoville believes
the year-round concept failed because of
community apathy and the inability of
administrations to handle pupil schedul-
ing.

EDUCATORS .AGREE there must be
community acceptance of an extended
plan or it will be short-lived.

But there are other things to consid-
er, too.

Glen Eberley, assistant principal at
Lake Central High School, sees numerous
advantages for his school corporation if it
adopts a year-round plan.

Eberley has. headed a committee
studying the use of a year-round plan for
Lake Central. Recommendations of the
committee are to be presented to the su-
perintendent and the board of education
May 15.

It's estimated Lake Central High
School will reach its saturation point next
year. Eberley says the year-round plan
could "buy" the district additional room.

"It's better than going on split days
or operating classes out of church base-
ments and town halls," he says.

Fourth in a Series

Calumet City Supt. Chester Maihofer,
agrees.

He says he "can't defend" the split
shift concept unless it is for upper grade
pupils' where a full day of classes can be
given.

"If we can properly do in three or
four hours something that is now Oven
six or seven hours, then something is
wrong," Maihofer says.

AS AN EDUCATOR, Maihofer says
he is ilsistrongly against curtailing the cur-

must do all we can to give stu-
dents a system of thinking, developing
their individuality and finding a role in
society."

Eberley says some argue the year-
round school system can only work in a
large district or on a county-wide basis.

"It would be a long time in coming if
we (Lake Central) tried to involve
more," he says.

He sees many pOssibilties but he
adds a school district adopting the ex-
tended year concept "must believe it can
work and must have the community and
school officials willing to give it at least a
three-year trial."

Educators see the 12-month school
year as a method to expand curriculum
and have a number of teachers freed
from classroom duties during each quar-
ter of the system to offer added services.

A STUD Y MADE by Roy.. A.
Wehmhoefer, assistant superintendent of
Cook County schools, says fewer teachers
would he requirpd on the year-round ba-
sis.

The "45-15" plan adopted 'ay Valley
View District would allow parents to
choose any time in the year for a vaca-
tion.

But Atlanta, Ga., school officials see
another advantage.

It means not turning 120,000 kids into
the streets at one time for three consecu-
tive hot summer months.



Uncert unities

Ye raroun
By MARILYNN HERR

Times Staff Writer

Because it docsiet come with a writ-
ten guarantee, there are probably more
educators who believe the 12-month
school year can't work than there are
those willing to give it at ry.

The extended school concept is being
examined from all aspects by many
boards of education and superintendents
across the country as a measure to
"buy" added classrooms without raising
taxes.

It's being tried, too, in several areas
on a county-wide basis.

But there are those who are pessi-
mistic.

They say there are too many "ifs"
and "buts" that make the year-round
school concept too risky.

They nay there are too many things
to consider. For every argument in favor
of the concept, they present two against.

East Chicago Supt. Ernest Miller
and four members of his school board re-
cently attended a four-day seminar on

Fifth in a Series

the f2-month school plan in Atlanta. The
high schools there have been operating
on a year-round basis for the last two
years.

Elementary schools in Atlanta may
also go on the extended year this fall.

Miller says he believes his board is
"not that enthralled" with the year-round
program they saw in Atlanta.

At a recent school board meeting,
Miller called the 12-month year, a "...
scheme of revising their (Atlanta's) cur-

riculum."
He sees the extended school year as

something which would "not le the most
desirable for East Chicago at this time."

Miller believes there would be a
problem in distributing state aid, which
is dispensed by a formula on a nine-and
10-month school basis in Indiana.

There would be difficulty in comput-
ing teacher salaries for an added quarter
and the "whole calendar" would need to
be revised to "jibe" with legal holidays,
says Miller.

There would be difficulty in textbook

ud

ti k

selections, and costs of operating on a
year-round basis would be higher, he
says.

Aisistant Supt. James' R: doVe of
Valley View District 99 in Romeoville,
III., believes none of the problems cited
by opposing educators to the extended
school year are insurmountable.

He believes he 12 month system has
failed in some school systems only be-
cause of the inability of administrators to
handle pupil scheduling and because of
public apathy. The system will begin
June 20 in Valley View.

Glen Eberley, assistant principal at
Lake Central High School, and Supt.
Chester Maihofer of Wentworth School
District 155 in Calumet City, have studied
the extended school concept in depth.

Both agree an extended school con-
cept with a number of pupils taking vaca-
tions in spring, fall or wider, would-be
favorable in a region where many fathers
are employed in industry and are unable
to have- the summer months off. Miller
says he'd like to know the number of per-
sons in East Chicago who do not have the
summer off.

Other arguments against the 12-
month concept say teachers want the
summer off to travel, study or take fami-
ly vacations.

But a report from Rochester, Minn.,
where a school system has gone on the
four-quarter concept, shows 91 per cent
of its teachers want a chance to work
fulltime.

Maintenance problems are also cited
by the opponents. But more sophisticated
operations than a school building are op-
erated on a daily, year -round schedule
hospitals, air terminals, shopping cen-
tars. hotels.

L4\110./1/%14.4
CACc.ctit.)

Many states have passed bills allow-
ing for state aid distribution on a
month formula. Among the are Ne
York, Illinois, California and Texas.

A study in Newark, N.J. showed the
failure rate among those pupils studyin.
during the summer Months was low(
than among those in school at any otlic
period of the school term.

A study made by the steering cow-,
mittee in Lake Central School Corpora
tion finds extra-curricular activities ca
be altered successfully for those pupils
on a year-round basis.

Maihofer believes there's much to b Isaid about the validity of a year -roue, I
school program.

"We, must think objectively and notclose our eyes we must examine nt
problems from all aspects . . .," say
Maihofer.

if
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Just as those w
ho Scoff at the new

m
idi hem

line, there are those w
ho w

ill
fight the extended school year.

B
ut the executive director of the Indi-

ana State T
eachers A

ssociation says
teachers w

ill not be am
ong them

.
R

obert H
. W

yatt predicts "the large
m

ajority of teachers" w
ill approve of the

extended
school year concept since it

w
ould allow

 them
- to w

ork year-round at
their

profession
if they- choose rather

than "m
oonlighting" in the m

ills.
A

lthough the IST
A

 baS taken no
stand on the 12-m

onth concept, W
yatt

says it w
ould be in favor of lengthening

the. school year.
It w

as an IST
A

 bill w
hich filially

lengthened the school year in Indiana
from

 a m
inim

um
 of eight m

onths to nine.
T

he bill w
as first killed in the legisla-

ture
in 10; tw

o years later it w
as

signed by G
ov. M

atthew
 W

elsh.
W

yatt as there are m
any psychol=

ogical factors to consider by any 'School
system

 conteinplating the adoption of a
year-round program

, but adds, "nothing
is im

possible."

W
yatt believes m

ost schools are being
used for at least part of the sum

m
er.

"Sum
m

er school program
s keep 30 to

40 per cent of the pupils during the sum
-

m
er m

onths," says W
yatt.

"It's not as bad as it looks
.

.
the

buildings
really don't stand em

pty all
sum

m
er," he adds.

B
ut W

yatt also believes the sum
m

er
school m

ovem
ent could be further devel-

L
ast in a Series

oped into m
oving tow

ard file 12-m
onth

school year concept.
W

hen the legislature convenes next
January. it's likely the IST

A
 w

ill be there
w

ith a bill proposing the m
inim

um
 for

the state's school year be increased to 10
m

onths, says W
yatt.

B
efore any Indiana school corpora-

tion decides to go on a year-round basis,
num

erous hurdles m
ust be cleared w

ith
state school officials.

T
here's the question of state aid dis-

tribution; officials of the N
orth C

entral
A

ssociation of C
olleges and Schools m

ust
be kept in m

ind and the Indiana H
igh

r
School

School A
thletics A

ssociation m
ust also be

questioned.
L

ake C
entral H

igh School principal
Fred Jones is on the state com

m
ittee for

the N
C

A
.

"T
he N

C
A

 w
ants to encourage chang-

es and innovation in school program
s .

from
 that approach I w

ould assum
e they

.could m
ake the effort to cooperate in the

direction of the year-round schbol," he
says.L

ake C
entral is studying the feasibili-

ty of adopting one of several possible 12-
m

onth school plans.
Philip E

 s k e Iv, com
m

issioner of the
IH

SA
, believes the extended school is a

"com
ing thing" and says his association

should "do som
e thinking on it."

In a letter to the L
ake C

entral steer-
ing com

m
ittee, headed by assistant prin-

cipal G
len E

berly, E
skew

 says IH
SA

A
has not recently m

ade any decisions
governing the 12-m

onth concept since no
schools in 'the state are on such a plan.

E
skew

 "w
elcom

es" the L
ake C

entral
com

m
ittee m

em
bers to "stop by for fur-

ther discussions." H
e said the IH

SA
A

 de-.
cision-m

aking
body, how

ever,
is

the
board of control.

O
ka

3)%
cc,

T
w

o years ago the Illinois G
eneral

A
ssem

bly
adopted

a
bill,

perm
itting

school
districts

to operate on a year-
round basis and providing for reappor-
tioning of its state aid per pupil.

For the m
ost part, those superintend-

ents and board of education considering
adoption of a 12-m

onth plan believe all
argum

ents against the concept and obsta-
cles not "insurm

ountable."
B

ut they also believe each pan m
ust

be "tailored" to the reeds of each school
district.

T
he L

ake C
entral steering com

m
ittee

w
ill present a plan for an extended school

year to its board of education and Supt.
G

eorge B
ibich by M

ay 15.
M

eanw
hile, a sm

all elem
entary

school district in R
om

eoville, Ill., w
ill go

on a year-round basis beginning June 30.
In both instance s, the plans are

being used m
ainly a s a m

easure to
"buy" additional classroom

 space w
ith-

out building.
B

ut officials in both school corpora-
tions believe the advantages are m

ore
num

erous and far outw
eigh the disadvan-

tages.
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L

E
R

ay Page, Illinois Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction, has
praised the m

em
bers of the D

istrict 96 School
B

oard, for their w
ork on the 45-15 plan,

scheduled to begin in June.

"M
eeting the needs of an ever increasing

num
ber of boys and girls and adding new

m
easures of quality to the educational

program
, w

ithout increased costs for

ecnstruction, has been an overw
helm

ing
problem

 for D
istrict %

, "said Page.
"V

alley V
iew

 has accepted the challenge
of change and has taken a businesblike
approach to resolving the problem

. T
hey

have seen the trem
ssity for using all available

educational resources to the best possible
advantage. For years, the front doors of
schools have been 'padlocked' during the
sum

m
er m

onths. B
etter utilization of

existing
fa.ilities

and personnel through
developm

ent of a year - round educational
program

 is a prom
ising hope for achieving a

m
ore adequate education.

.
.another step

tow
ard quality education for all -boys and

girls."
Page pointed out, "In 1952-53, six one-

room
 school districts w

ere com
bined to

m
ake one of the largest elem

entary school
districts in the State, covering 41.5 square evelopm

ent
m

iles. In 1953, there w
ere 200 hom

es, m
ostly

farm
s, in the V

alley V
iew

 school district
providing 89 pupils. In 1969, folloving the
subdividing of m

uch of the farm
land, there

w
ere 5,000 hom

es in the district w
ith 5,400

stud: ts attending six elem
entary schools.

E
stiriates are that by 1979 there w

ill be over
22,000 pupils in the school district due to the
trem

endous am
ount of new

 hom
es being

built in the area.
T

he school district decided on a year-round
schedule

called
the

45-15
plan.

T
he

schedule w
ill break the school year into

four 45-school day learning sessions, each
follow

ed by a 15-school day pupil vacation,
or about nine w

eeks of school -follow
ed by

three w
eeks vacation.

T
he scheduling w

ill therefore allow
 m

ore
frequent intervals w

hereby the slow
 learner

can catch up w
ith the class. Instead of three

long sum
m

er m
onths of vacation w

ithout any
constructive developm

ental program
s, the

pupils w
ill have a chance to relax and m

ake a
fresh start each spring, sum

m
er, fall and

w
inter.
Superintendent Page noted, "In addition

to the four three-w
eck vacations, all present-

ly established holidays w
ill be observed. T

he
schedule includes a w

eek vaco.1:1,,n at
C

hristm
as and a. w

eek at E
aster for everyone,

teachers and students.
"U

nder this plan,
parents can plan

vacations for the south in the w
inter, in the

north during the sum
m

er, and perhaps, sight-
seeing trips in the spring and fail as w

ell."
T

he year-round plan m
ay increase teacher

salaries by putting them
 on a yearly salary

rather than earning an incom
e for

approxim
ately 180 days per year. T

hey w
ill

no longer be part-tim
e teachers looking cor

part-tim
e w

ork in the sum
m

er.
Few

er
desks,

textbooks,
audio-visual

item
s, library books; and other- educational

equipm
ent w

ill be..needed.to serve a larger
num

ber of students.-
T

he 'scheduling system
 w

as deiigneit to
provide D

istrict 96 pupils w
ith quality educa-

tion, full school days, and 180 cinss days per
year. T

he 45-15 schedule, w
ilt not increase

the num
ber of class days of :.nstruction.
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omeoville
BY CHARLES OSGOOD

Remember the long suumer vaca-
tions, June to September, that school
kids used to get? Well, most of these
vacations are still intact...But they are a
thing of the past in Will county's Valley
View Elenientary school district 86,
Romeoville.

Starting. June 30, the "Valley View
45.15 Continuous School Year Plan," the
first of its kind in the country, will be
put into effect. This means that school
will be conducted all year round provid-
ing a full-time use of the facilities, or the
equivalent of two added 30classroom
buildings, according to James Gove,
assistant, superintendent in the district.

All children in the kindergarten thru
eighth grade district have been placed in
four groups, "A" thru "D". Each group
will attend school for 45 class days
[excluding week-ends and holidays] and
then hap 15 class days of vacation.

Groups Start June 30
Group "A" will start school June 30.

Group "B" will start 15 class days !later,
and group "C" will start 15 class" days
after that. About the beginning of
September, group "A" will have at-
tended school for the 45 days and will
then get the 15 days vacation. At the
same time, group "D" will start school,
Gove said.

It keeps rotating on a continuous basis
after that. When group "B" takes its
vacation, it is time for "A" to start
again. -

The Idea was initiated by Kenneth
Hermansen, superintendent of _the dis-
trict. Something had to be done about
the overcrowded condition of the school
in the district.

pt

Exhaust BouUng Power
The district had used completely its

bonding power and no More school
facilities could be built. So Hermansen
presented a sketchy idea of a year-round
school program to the school board
early in 1968. The board greeted the
suggestion with enthusiasm, and pro-
ceedee. to study various methods, Gove
said.

Three possible solutions were studied:
To put 60 or more students in each
classroom; to go into a half-day system;
or to Tise the facilities more days of the
year.

The first idea was shelved bechese of
the poor education 60 elementary
children would receive in one class from
one teacher. The second plan, which had
been tried for emergency periods in the
past, was discarded also because of
inadquate educational quality.

Favor 4-Quarter Plan
The board studied 16 plans that would

involve the third alternative Gove said.
The only one acceptable was a four-
quarter plan.

. The one fear about the proposal was
that there would be a three-month
vacation during each season of the year.
Thus, ,25 per cent of the students would
have their vacation in the winter. The
board feared there would be many
complaints from dissatisfied parents
because of this.

Patrick Pagel 3search director for the
district, worked up the final plan and
designed a calendar for the next five
years. Each child will have 180 full days
of school annually. Each will have a 15
class day vacation in all four seasons,
plus a week off at ChristMas and
Easter, and 10 days at the end of June
and early July, between cycles.

Will Enter Lockport High
All graduating eightb graders will be

able to enter Lockport l'ownship High
school without any diffi.1-ity: GI' we said.
The last group to graduate will have
about two weeks between the end of its
eighth grade classes and the start of
high school.

Parents are accepting the new system
very well, Gove said. All 3,000 families
who have children in the district were
notified in December, and only two
letters and one phone call of dissension
have been 'received. There have been 12
letters requesting changes in group
assignments. The latter problem will be
worked out within the next few weeks
with little or no difficulty, Gove

The children for each group have not
been selected at random. All the
children in the same family have been
placed in the same groups. Whenever
possible, all the kids in one neighborhood
are also in the same group.

Plan Benefits Teachers
The new setup has benefits for the

teachers. They are given the option of
working 244 days each year. Thus, the
starting salary, which is now $6,975 for
the normal 180-day school year, will be
$9,200 for teachers who instruct' thruout
the year. The one possible drawback is
that their three-and-one-half week vaca-
tion is rigidly split between Christmas,
Easter, and the end of June.

The teachers can also have the same
schedule as the students, with 15 class
days of vacation, four times a year.

Initially there will be classrdoms to
'spare, he said. However, in a few years,
more buildings will be needed. The good
parte of that is three buildings con-
structed will have the equivalent of four,
Gove said.

The district is the first in the country
to go on the 45-15 plan, he said. A $43,720
federal grant has been received for the
evaluation and physical analysis of the
system. The study will be completed by
July 31st.
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center
s today

ROMEOVILLE Good clean
fun' and a chance to cool it for
the- frowzier are the dreams of
761in Strobbe for Romeoville's
young people.

Strobbe, now in his fourth
year as director of Romeoville's
recreation program and the rec-
reation board, invite all inter-
ested residents to a grand open-
ing, from 1 to 5 p.m. today to
inspect the new recreation facil-
ity $27 Montrose Dr.

The building, located next to
the civic center was formerly
ti* village garage. One of the
rooms will be used three Mon-
days a month by the village for
circuit court.

The face lifting was brought
about by the village after they
built a new garage next to the
selvage plant on Illinois 53.

he extensive remodeling in-
cluded paneling, new tiled floor
and ceiling and complete air
conditioning.

A recreation hall and teen
center, plus an office for the
staff are contained in the build-
ing.

Strobbe said the center, which
will have adult supervision at all

times, will be open every day
except Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and 7 to 10 p.m., except
when court is in session or when
special programs have been
planned.

The teen center is equipped
with a juke box, a soft drink ma-
chine and ping pang tables.
Cards and checkers also will be
played.

Strobbe said the teen center is
for young people 12 to 19 years
of age and they each will be
charged a 50 cents membership
fee for the year.

He explained that they may
bring guests as long as they sign
them in and are willing to be
responsible for them.

The new telephone numbers at
the center are 838-2333 or 838-
2344.

Another new factor for 'cool-
ing it in a uptight world' is the
complete renovation of Lake
Shirley which was built five
years ago by Alexander Con-
struction Co. for the citizens of
Romeoville.

Strobbe said the lake had been
drained, the bottom scraped and
the entire beach area and 80 per
cent of the lake covered with
washed sand.

A permanent diving platform more staff
has been built with the beach added.
area deepened and increased to
accomodate the deep diving
area.

Other neW innovations are a

will have to be

In the four years since
Strobbe has been director, the
recreation. has grown from eight
programs and 12 staff members

chlorinator to keep the water 100 to 19 programs and 53 staff (
per cent chlorinated and a sun members.
deck by the kiddie wading pool
for mothers. Two new programs to be in-

itiated this summer are self de-The lake will open for swim-
on' fense karate classes and baton

20. Hours are from noon un-

twirling.open through Sunday, Septem-
ber pointed out that instead of
til 8:30 p.m. daily except Labor teaching arts and crafts and
Day weekend when the pool will swimming in the summertime,

.)'- "We can no longer refer 'to our
gybe. closed, Strobbe grid it now will be necessary to have

these and other programs all
year round.

It also means the baseball!
program will have to be extend-
ed as well as football and bas-
ketball, he noted.

"We will just have to play it
by ear this first time around,"
said Strobbe," and find out by
trial and error what the recrea-
tion needs of our youngsters will
be."

. .

recreation program for young-
sters six years and up as a sum-
mer program," noted Strobbe.
"With Valley View District
Grade School starting Plan 45-15
year around school on June 30,
our recreation program also
must be year around.

He predicts that at least 2,000
children will be in the recreation
program all year long and that



New Systera

At Valley

View Schools;
Copley News Service

SPRINGFIELDWith
weather getting warm and the
beginning of summer only a few
weeks away students thoughts
are turning to the coming sum-

Imer vacation.
However, in orie school

trict students instead are look-
'lag fottrard to a new year-round
school schedule with a chance tot
relaX and make a fresh start in
school by enjoying a 15-day va-
cation cult spring, summer, fall
and winter according to State
School Supt. Ray Page.

Gee of the most exciting
Changes in the educational pat-
tern will occur in Illinois this
June at Valley View School Dis-
trict in Rorneeville. Using the
Witt concept of operating
wheal facilideS on a year-round
basis, the district will start a
year-round student schedule
that offers success where pre-

ivious plans have failed.
Supt. Page pointed out that in

1852-53
'

six one -mom school dis-
tricts were combined to make
one of the largest elementary
school districts in the state, cov-
ering 41.5 square miles. In 1953,
there were 200 homes, mostly
farms, in the Valley View school
district providing 89 pupils.

Gam. '*14)te

1.3"4"(41-"C-V-w±.--

In 1969, following the subdivid-
ing of much of the farmland,
there were 5,000 homes in the
district with 5,400 students at
tending six elementary schools.
Estimates are that by 1979 there
will be over 22,000 pupils in the
school district due to the tre-
mendous amount of new homes
being built in the area. The area
is southwest of Chicago and eas-
ily accessible from Interstate 55'
and by commuter railroads.

he school district faced the
problem of all buildings being
utilized, tending power gone,
and state law requiring kinder-
garten by September 1970. The
district did not want 60 or 70 stu-
dents in each classroom, nor did
double sessions seem- to be the
solution, keeping the best inter-
est of the pupils in mind.

The school district decided on
a year-round schedule called the
45-15 pion. The schedule will
' break the school year into four
45-school-day learning sessions,
each followed by a 15- school -day
pupil vacation, about nine weeks
of sttool followed by three
weeks vacation. The,scheduling:
will therefore allow more fre-I
quent intervals whereby the
slow learner can catch up with

' the claSs. Instead of three long'
summer months of vacation
without any constructive devel-
opmental programs, the pupils
will have a.chance to relax and
make a fresh start each spring,

!summer, fall and winter.
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Outlook dim for
SCHOOL seems to become more te-

dious as warm summer days approach,
and thoughts of youth tend to turn
from the academic to the pleasures of
summer vacation.

But that is not the case in Romeo-
vine, Bl. Starting this June the Valley
View School District there will begin a
year-round operation.

Valley View's schedule will break
the school year into four, 45 school-
day sessions, each followed by a 15
school-day vacation. It works out to
about nine weeks of school, follOwed
by three-week vacations.

There is almost no enthusiasm for
such a schedule in Lake. County, says
school supt. W. C. Petty. There has
been some talk in Fox Lake, he said,
but the idea never caught on.

Petty expr essed doubts that it
would. "T here 's more to this than
meets the eye. Most people who pro-
pose ay ear -r ound system look at
school buildings standing idle in the
summer and decide that it is a
waste," he said.

"But building costs are a relatively
small part of total operating costs, and
when you start talking about year-
round schools, you also have to start
talking about year-round salaries and
a lot of other things."

Educator s in Valley View were
aware of these things, but decided
their situation was different enough to
give it a try. Illinois Schools Supt. Ray

124nonth schools
Page explained that Valley View dif-
fers initially from most districts be-
cause it is so large. Six, one-room
school districts in a 41-square-mile
area were combined eight years ago
when there were only 200 homes and
89 students.

By 1969 there were 5,000 homes and
5,400 students, and estimates projected
22,000 elementary pupils in 10 years.
The system faced the problem of using
all buildings, loss of bonding power,
and a state law requiring kindergarten
by Sept., 1970.

Not wanting 60 to 70 students in
each classroom, and disliking the idea
of double sessions, the district decided
on the year-round schedule.

Under the plan, only three-fourths
of the students will be in school at any
time, the rest being on vacation. It is
hoped the benefits of the 12-month op-
eration in this special situation will
offset increased costs.

And students may find it isn't so
bad after all. In addition to the four-,
three-week vacations, all established
holidays will be observed. Parents with
school age children will likewise be
freer in their vacation planning.

DUT DESPITE those marginal ad-
vantages, the fact remains Valley View
is a unique district and the likelihood
of a year-round district being estab-
lished in Lake County remains slim.

d
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PROCLAMATION

The following resolution was presented to the Board
of Education of School District 96 by Les Fenical,
president of the Parent Teachers Organization, on
behalf of that orgaization:

THE VALLEY VIEW DISTRICT #96 PARENT TEACHER
ORGANIZATION W OR K S TOWARD A HARMONIOUS
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SCHOOL AND THE
COMMUNITY. AS PARENTS, TAXPAYERS, AND CON-
CERNED CITIZENS THIS ORGANIZATION HAS NOT
ONLY THE OPPORTUNITY BUT ALSO THE OBLIG-
ATION TO INVESTIGATE AND EVALUATE THE SIG-
NIFICANT HAPPENINGS AFFECTING THIS AREA AND
ITS RESIDENTS.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE VALLEY VIEW
DISTRICT #96 PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
DOES THE FOLLOWING:



02-

1. ENDORSES THE VALLEY VIEW4545 CONTINUOUS
SCHOOL YEAR PLAN AS THE MOST LOGICAL, THE
MOST REALISTIC, AND THE MOST PRACTICAL WAY
TO SCHEDULE PUPILS SCHOOL STAFF MEMBERS,
AND BUILDINGS.

2, ENCOURAGES ALL RESIDENTS AND WORKERS
TO BECOME THROUGELY FAMILIAR WITH THE OPER-
ATION OF THEIR SCHOOLS AND THE 4545 SCHED-
ULING PATTERN.

3. STRESSES THAT VALLEY VIEW ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT #96 CAN PROVIDE THE BESD ED-
UCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES F OR ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL CHILDREN IF ALL PARENTS, CHILDREN,
EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES, BUSINESS ESTABLISH-
MENTS, SCHOOL STAFF MEMBERS, AND COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS ARE COOPERATIVE AND WELL IN-
FORMED.

4, COMMENDS THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, THE TEACHERS AND
STAFF MEMBERS, AND COUNTY AND STATE EDU-
CATIONAL LEADERS FOR THEIR COOPERATION, Al)..
VICE, AND EXTRA WORK IN PLANNING FOR THE
FUTURE NEEDS OF OUR CHILDREN AND FOR MAK-
ING DIFFICULT AND UNPRECEDENTED DECISIONS.
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The teachers z..ad
istratorr of School DistiTJ
t3 bid an unofficial fare-

well to the b.-at:Rion-al 9-
month S'313()Oi year at the
last teat:hers' Ipstitute in
be held under the old ::*s-
tern, Guest spealcer le
fore the group was Vern

Cra:;kel, assistant sta:.e
superintent"..cfit cFUh1C
stra7Mon.

The Valley View
Continusus School -Zee r
lan was created uy

Jul at the Board o Ed-
netitiol, el the District, It
was a plan 1:onl <t nec-
easity, the alternal.\,eshe-
ing overcrowd, classes
n GO or mcrt sudents,
or dcuble shifts.

Under the ran, which
has t',u ye rs in the
p11 nuln::, and organizing
sttues ttiu tudent pop:I-
ailor; is divided into row:

nearly equal groups. Whoa
the plan .7,tarth Lis lane
the first of the otir groups
will start the school year.
After 15 school hays the

oe -.o n4=1 .r8rcap
c!.asset., 7itlesn

saleocl clays late:. the .b.1,rci
gre.up st;arto, and lLill-wn
school dayc late': the last
group st.-..rts and the first
group starts a 15 school
rfsy VII.CatiOi.. Under the
new system only three-
quarters of the students
nrimlpy inc build:11gs at ail:),
one time, thus effectinr-;

33°-, sa.T.r.?.ng in class rootn
space.

architects of sae new
program are Supt. Kenneth
Fermansen, assistant sup-
.irinteidt;:nts Janes (love.
and ,7ohn Lukancic, sra 1 at
Page, research director.
The task o scheduling vraa

accolnplished by Chrnpu-
*italics of Chicago under
the c:irection of

siran LAO-) :mornee .

C rfv.lic7 Oes the
a as ,dtletLairdy

finaneiaPy.
able and lcally possible,
ito InCIO hI plan .,,es the

one ot its Icird in this
country Ped 113. ccluators
in tom nil over the Untied
States and ort..r conntrie:.t
were in,iuiring about +he
ne'' pisa and .waiting Ic
see hew it auras.
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45-15 Plan
is Discussed

ROMEOVILLE --- Verne
E. Crackel, assistant state
superintendent of Public
Instruction, addressed
administrators and teachers
at an Institute Day held May
15. Crackel wished the en-
tire district success in the 45-
)5 plan, which will begin
June 30.

The 45-15 plan divides the
student population into four
groups. of these groups
will be in school, while one
group will be having vaca-
tion.

The only alternative to the
45-15 plan would be 70 pupils
in a class, double sessions, or
more buildings. The latter is
impossible because the dis-
trict does not have additional
bonding power.

The plan has taken two
years of preparation. The
enrollment is thn the six dis-
zii:t schools is now over 5500



State's is!
schools in
BY JOSEPH HOPKINS

A COMMUNITY 10 miles north of Jc liet
will have the state's first year-round school
system late this month.

Valley View district 96 in Romeoville
[population 14,0003 will substitute a year-
round "45-15 plait" for the traditional aca-
demic year.

The 7,000 students in the district will be
divided into four groups whiolv.will attend
school for 45 days and vacation for 15. The
first group will begin June 30 with a new
group starting every 3 weeks.

As the last group begins school, the first
will begin vacation, so there never will be
more than three groups in school at once.

WILT LED TO TIM year-round plan was
the doubling of population in the area during

year-round
Romeoville

the last decade, especially since the opening
of the Stevenson expressway.

Valley View built new schools, but it
couldn't keep up with the population surge.
Robert Norfleet, a consultant to Valley View
who works for Computinatics Educational
service, said: "Since we reached our legal
bonding limit [5 per cent of assessed valua-
tion], it was impossible to ask the com-
munity to authorize additional bonds."

The district ultimately chose the year-
round school year rather than adopting
double shifts or asking the Illinois School
billing commission to build schools and
lease them to the district.

The new plan automatically will increase
classroom space by 33 per cent without addi-
tional construction.

6-14-70
em. c.440 rogia y



ith'ittliLT GETS GRANT
OFFERED LOAN TO 3;JHA) SCHOOLS

School District SS will
be the recipient of a
$115,000 state grant, and
the district was offered
interest free state money
for buildingschools. These
announcements were made
at the recent meeting of
the board of education at
Park View School.

The state grant will be
used for disseminating in-
formation on the school's
unique 45-15 year around
plan. James Gold, admin-
istrative assistant, stated
that the school had re-
ceived well over two hund-
red requests for informa-
tion on the new plan which
goes into effect the end
of this month. These in-
quiries have come from
all parts of the United
States. The grant for the
first year will be $38,800;
for the second year,
$36,900; for the third year
$34,900.

Gore also reported that
the Illinois School Build-
ing Commission had in-
formed him that the dis-
trict would be eligible for
state loaned interest free
m one y for building ad-
ditional school facilities.
Cove explained that a fa-
vorable referendum would
have to be passed if this
money were to be used.
The matter was referred
to the Building Committee
for recommendation. Cove
stated that with the mrowtb
of the districi indications
are that even Oth the 45-
15 year around school plan
the schools wou'll be over-
crowded by the 19'71-'72
school year if additional
facilities were not pro-
vided.

'SiiPerlidendeixtRemFerh
Hermansen reported' on a
meeting of the area school
superintendents with the
Rev. Niles Gilen of the
Joliet area Archdiocese
Board of Education. The
superintendents- were in-
formed that the parochial
Schools of the area were
laced with one of four
choices. One was that each
parish would handle its own
finances, a second choice
was that all parochial
schools be closed for Sept.
and ,Oct. with the school
space and teachers rented

to the public school dis-
tricts, a third choice was
to Cut out sonic grade;
and a fourth choice was
closing the schools. The
Rev. Gilen said he had
suggested that each of the
parochial schools take its
own course of action. There
are two Catholc parochial
schools in the district 90
area Hermansen said he
expected to be notified
shortly on which of the
four courses these schools
would be taking.

Hermansen asked the
board to consider dropping
the three dollar workbook
fee to the students for the
coming year. The board
agreed to this by unani-
mous vote.

A student dress code was
also discusSed by, the su-
perintendent. He suggest-
ed an outline of a policy
to be adopted or revised
by the board. Essentially
the policy was such that
the apparel worn by stu-
dents would be controlled
to a large extent by the
discretion of the parents.
The board did not act upon
this, but did take in under
consideration.

James Cove announced
that Harry Delta, multi.
media director of the dis-
trict, would be presenting
a program atthe next meet-
ing of the grade school
board.

Personnel committee
recommendations onhiring
of teachers, nurses, and
other personnel were ac-
cepted by the board. Thir-
teen teacher contracts
were offered and Mr. Ron
Strahnowsld was elevated
to the post cd Administra-
tive Assistant toAssistant
Superintendent John Lu-
kansic.

Attorney Eugene Korst
reported that the Illinois
Commerce Comm. now has
the complaint before it
against the Illinois Bell
Telephone Co. The school
recently decided to cite the
company for monopolistic
Practices in denying it cer-
tain wire facilities which
enable it to transmit edu-
c a ti o na I television pro-
grams from one school to
another.

ct

6.-12a.,C4.)-1A1

0
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Valley View School protect given state grant
SPRINGFIELD Ray Page, The grant was awarded under! The project will demonstrate: rotating basis. The district is

Illinois superintendent of public the provisions of Title III of the the feasibility of an all-year op-
instruction, announced today

that a grant of $37,509.76 has
heen awarded to Valley View
Community School District 96 in
Lockport.

making information available to
Elementary and Secondary Edu-I eration in an elementary school all interested school districts incation Act and will support the
first year of Valley View's all -; district. The district operates 1.the state concerning the meth-
year school operation. The proj-i continuously with students at -' ods used, problems encountered
ect is tentatively scheduled for i tending school for 45 days and and the financial implications
three years. I out of school for 15 days on a involved.



OGILVIE TO DEDICATE 45- 15 HERE

Governor Richard Ogilvie will be at West View Jr.
High School in Romeoville on Monday, June 291h, to .
inaugurate the School District #96 45- 15 Year Around
School Plcn. The inauguration of this plan marks a
milestone in education and is being observed by many
school districts throughout the country.

The governor will Ixt introduced by Ray Page, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction. Other dignit-
aries will also be. present.

The ceremonies start at. 3 p.m. The public is in-
vited to attend.



aba

.COMPUTER IS NOT IMPERSONAL

Most computertned. mailing lists and other lists of
people are coldly impersonal. ironically, the data-
proceasing used for the 45-15 Plan for the Valley
View Schools is unusual because the system retains
the individual name and the fetidly name instead of
converting everything to a series of long numbers.
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Vol iey View
schools to get1
state loan
ROMEOVILLE The Illinois

School Building Commission has
informed the Valley View School
District that the district is eli-
gible for state-loaned, interest-
free money for building addi-
tional school facilities.

Superintendent Kenneth Her-
mansen said that a favorable
referendum is necessary if the
money is to be used.

He said there will be a special
school board meeting at 7:30i
p.m. Monday at Park View
School to adopt a resolution for
the referendum. .

"At this point, it looks like it
will be a three-part referendum
with a tax rate increase of about
10 cents per, $100 assessed valu-
ation or an increase in taxes of
$15 to $19 yearly for the average
homeowner," Hermansen said.
. He said that buildings would
include a 30-room school in In-
dian Oaks Subdivision on 'land
which has been donated by Hoff-
man and Rosner Builders, a 15-
room addition at Ridge View
School in Roineoville and a 15-
room addition at Brook View
School M Bolingbrook.

Hersmansen said that with the
rapid growth of the district,
even with the 45-15 year-around
school plan the schools would be
overcrowded by the 1971-72
school year if additional facil-
Ries are net provided.

He said that,* taking adVan-
tage Jf intelieSt=free money, a
savings of $i'million in interest
could be achieVed for the dis-
trict.



Gov. Ogifyie
at West Views
June 29.
ROMEOVILLE Governor

Richard B. Ogilvie will be at
West View Junior High School in
Romeoville on Monday, June 29,
t o inaugurate Valley View

School District's 45-15 Year
Around School Plan.

Gov. Ogilvie will sign an
educational bill into law which
will allow schools to enter into
year-round school programs.

The ceremonial signing and
program will be at 3 p.m. and is
open to the public.

The inauguration of the plan
which goes into effect on June 30
will mark amilestone In educa-
tion and represents two years of
concentrated study and research
by administration members of
the district.

The plan is a scheduling sys-
tem that utilizes school facilities
throughout the whole year.

The pupil population is divided
into four equal groups. Each of
the four groups of pupils will at-
tend 45 class days and then have
15 class days vacation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one class day.

The four groups always stay
in the same order of rotation. In
a calendar year each group will
attend classes 180 days, four
sessions of 45 days per session.



7)t

-<-

D_ Lfri 70

Ogilvie Here Monday

Illinois Gov. Richard Og-
ilvie will take part in spec-
ial ceremonies at West
View Jr. High on June 29.*
He will sign SB-1438, the
bill allowing Illinois public
schools to operate on a
12-month plan, into law.

The 45-15 Plan,to be
inaugurated by District 96
the following day, is the
first of such plans to be
tried in the State.

The ceremonies start at
3 p.m. The public is in-
vited to attend.

Other dignitaries will be
present, possibly including
State Representative Bill
Barr.

11101111:4763.1111111111511Mie
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APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR
FUNLAND CHILDREN CENTER

The Funland Children Center, in Bolingbrook, is
accepting applications for the 3-week vacation periods,
provided in the 45-15 Plan, for kindergarteners, first and
second graders. We will provide day care for these older
children during the whole year starting on June 30, L97

in
0.

There will be one field vip during each 3 weekperiod
the spring, summer and fall. This "Elementary school"
group will be limited to 12 children.

Applications are also being accepted for nursery, Jr.
kindergarten classes, and full time day care. Please call
739-7354 for further information.

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY.
RIG TED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED
BY

TO ERIC A D 0 GANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE U.S. OFFICE
OF EDUCATION. FURTHER REPRODUCTION
OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PER.
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER."
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2,000 try
all-year
schooling

By George Harmon

The Klewitz children probably expected
their lives to be a little different once the
faMily moved this week from Gurne in Lake
County to Bolingbrook in Will County.

But they couldn't have imagined just how
much their life-styles. will change.

Tusday the Klewitzes, along with nearly
2,000 other kids, start summer classes as Val-
ley View School District 96 begins its unique
year-round school program.

No summer camp. No all-day beach out-
ings. No leisurely Tuesday visits to tile Zoo.

BUT SCHOOL officials say no one seems to
object.

The children still have the. same number of
vacation days each year and their folks are
getting more mileage out of their education
taxes.

Valley View, a 411/2-square-mile district em-
bracing trie farmlands and subdivisions of
northwest Will County, calls it the "45-15"
plan." It works this way:

All children are divided into four groups,
with children of the same family ard same
neighborhood (where possible) in the same
groups.

Each division goes to school for 45 days and
then has a 15-day vacation. Starting times
are staggered 15 days apart so that only three
groups are in school at the same time.

Four 45-day sessions equal 180 school days-
4 more than the state requirement.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS, led by asst. Supt.
James Gove, devised the plan because more
classrooms are needed and bonding power is
at its limit.

Pat Page, the district's research director,
said studies indicate there will be 20,000

4
Cr

Cheryl Klewitzt -12 (left), and her sister
Pamela, 6, hit the hooks in their home at
372 Bedford Lane, Bolingbrook.

homes and 22,000 pupils in the district, by
1979.

In 1953 there were 200 homes and 89 stu-
dents.

This year alone, enrollment jumps 1,500
with the addition of kindergarten classes and
300 to 500 new residents like the Krewitz kids.

THE AREA, STILL 80 per cent rural, has
become a real estate "boomtown" for devel-
opers selling homes to men who work in Jo-
liet, Aurora or the southwest Chicago area.

Once-sleepy 'hamlets such as Romeoville
are now thriving exurbs.

"The developer can pay much more for
farmland than what a farmer can earn from
it," said Page. "It's reached a point where
the best thing you can do is sell your farm
and move to a new farm 30 miles west."

THE "45-15" plan will save taxpayers the
$4 to $6 million it would cost to build two 30-
room schools.
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Joan Beck's Mail

.,
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acation Doesn't Have
to e Summer'DEAR. MRS. BECK: I am a regular reader of your column,

always with interest, often with agreement and sometimes not.
This is one of the sometimes, regarding your comment about
the values of summer vacation ["Making Summer a
Memorable Adventure," June 16].

I do agree that children [and teachers] need a break for
several months. But I don't think it needs to be in summer. In
some school systems which conduct school the year around,
students must attend three out of four quarters and they [and
their parents] may select the free quarter in summer, winter,
spring, or fall.

One big advantage of this optional choice is that it would
distribute the children using the facilities more equitably.
Outdoor pools could often be used very comfortably in May and
September as well as July and August. Indoor pools, parks, and
playgrounds could be enjoyed the year around.

Travel facilities for campers, resortgoers, hikers, and
other vacationers would be less crowded in the summer
months and probably 'less expensive. Nature hikes could

demonstrate nature rather than birds competing with
multitudinous voices and transistors. Volunteer work and jobs
for high school students would obviously be more profitably
operated on a year-round basis, rather than everyone
competing in summer for those that exist.

Students would be entering schools at various times during
the year, but many of our schools are large enough to sustain
Cis by reorganizing grouping. In some cases, this could
perhaps reduce class size.

Like you, I am strongly opposed to year-around school. But
there would be many advantages to having the long vacation
on a staggered optional basis. M. H. L.

Chicago

0 DEAR MRS. BECK: I read with interest your article,
"Making Summer a Memorable Adventure." Let me preface
any further comment by stating that the Illinois State Chamher
of Commerce is on record as advocating the year-around use of
school facilities if such will contribute to increasing educational
oPportunity and a more efficient use of public revenues.

Year-around school plans do not mean that children attend
school for 12 months of the year. Any such plan devised by a
school district would be doomed to failure at the outset.
Childzen must have vacation breaks and teachers, too if
we expect them to relate to the wonderful world outside the
classroom and have the opportunity to relax and develop their
own style of maturity in a less rigid atmosphere,

Since 1904, experiments have been undertaken thruout the
nation to change the school year to provide educational and
social advantages. One by one those school districts that have
had the courage to affect these changes have abandoned their
efforts. The basic idea is sound, but the specific procedures for
implementation were faulty.

As you are probably aware, there is once again a renewed
interest in breaking away from the lockstep nine-month
continuous school year.

One of the most promising programs to be devised will
begin its operation on Tuesday in Valley View school district 96
in Romeoville, about 35 miles southwest of Chicago.

Under the Valley View plan, each nhild will be prnviried
four seasonal vacations of 15 school days [three weeks]. It will
not increase the total number of school days of attendance in
any one year.

We of the State Chamber of Commerce recognize that to
make a change in the scheduling of a school year requires the
cooperation of the business community to change its operation,
which is presently adjusted to the three. month's summer
vacation. Hopefully, with a proper understanding, other
segments of society will be willing to cooperate to the fullest
extent with those school districts which have devised sound
programs for year-around operation.

ROBERT M. BECKWITH
Illinois State Chamber of Commerce

Chicago
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Many plans for using school buildings the year-around have
been developed in recent years, Including at least one which
requires all-year attendance by students except for four weeks
in August: But most of these programs arc only theories and
never attracted enough support to be put into operation. In
some eases, scheduling difficulties could not be overcome.
Others were educatienally unsound or prohibitively expensive.
I've still not seen a .,,ear-around plan in operation which gave
youngsters a bettel total experience than the traditional
nine-months-in-kehoe, -with-a-summer vacation, but I'm still
willing to keep chect -ng such plans out.

Valley View's I tan divides the district's kindergarten-
thru-8th-grade pup 1.1 into four groups. The first group will
begin a new scho, 1 year Tuesday, attend classes for 45
school days [nine 'weeks], and then have a vacation of

1$ school days before starting another 45-day school cycle.
The second group will start school July 21 and the third
on August 11. At this time, classrooms will essentially be in full
use. When the last group comes back to school in early
September, the first group will begin its first three-week
vacation.

Teachers in Valley View district have the choice of
teaching on a 45-to-15 school-vacation cycle at the usual salary
scales, which start at $7,200 for beginning teachers, or a
teacher can select year-around employment, with vacations
during the usual school holidays and a one to two -week
"adjusting period" in July. These teachers will receive a
one-third increase in salary.

Most primary teachers in Valley View school district have
opted for the 45-to-15 plan, says Pat Page, research director for
the district, who worked out the new program. A majority of
junior high school teachers, including a higher proportion of
men, have chosen the year-long job.

Year-around operation of schools was chosen not primarily
for any educational advantages, but because it was the only
available alternative to double shifts, explains Page. The
district has grown from five one-room school houses in 1953 to
six large buildings, including youngsters from both Romeovillc
and Bolingwood. Enrcilment is already more than 5,500 pupils
and is expected to go to more than 7,000 next year with the
addition of kindergarten.

District 90 has already reached its bonding limit and could
not raise funds or build new facilities fast enough to avoid
double shifts without the year-around plan, Page says.
"Lockport High school district, where most of these youngsters
go, is already on double shifts, with no indication when these
can be ended," he says. "Without some kind of year-around
plan, a child here could continue on double shifts for 12 years."

Ile estimates that the year-around operation will give the
district the equivalent of a 6-million-dollar building program,
including interest on bonds, and will buy an extra 18 months of
time before more new classrooms are needed..

"Scheduling problems are astromonical," he says. The
district uses a computer to make sure that all of the
youngsters in one family and those in the same small
neighborhood area go to school at the same times. After the
youngsters are scheduled, teachers are assigned and bus routes
plotted.

"This plan might not work for every, school district, but it
will work for us."
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Valley View Schools.
to Begin peration
on 12 Month Basis
Valley View School district

No. 96 will start the first
session of its new 12-month
school system Tuesday.

James R. Gave, Valley View
assistant superintendent and
project director, said the con-
tinous school year 'plan was
developed as a solution to
overcrowding.

The problem began two years
ago, he said, when the district
reached its naaxium bonding
power for buildings. It grew
more serious when the state
passed a law requiring all
public schools to provide kin-
dergartens after July 1, 1970.

District Faced Overcrowding
The district was faced with

the alternatives of packing 60
or more students into a class-
room, holding half-day sessions,
or coming up with a plan to
utilize the building space avail-
able on a continuing basis to
accommodate a greater num-
ber of students.

Called the 4515 plan, the
school's total attendance is
divided into four groups, and
the starting times of each
group are staggered.

For example, group A will
begin a 45-day session June 30,
group B, July 21 and group C,
Aug. 11. This fills the school
buildings to capacity. By the
time group D is ready to begin
classes Sept. 1, group A is
ready for a 15-day vacation
period. When group A"is ready
to come back, group B is ready
for its 15-day vacation. This
continues so each group attends
classes the required 180 days,
and has a 25-day vacation
during each season of the year.
In addition, students are off for
one week at Christmas, one
week at Easter and an addi-

tional week and a half during
the summer.

Gore explained that under
this program, teachers may
choose to teach all year or the
conventional 9 months. He said
37 per cent of the district
teacherS still wish to teach on
the 9-month system. Minimum
starting salary for teacherS on
the 9-month schedule is $7,200,
for the 12-month schedule it's'

Gore said 3,000 families were
informed cf the system sched-
ule and their children's group
designation last Christmas.
Since that time, his office has
received only three complaints.

Gov.. Ogilvie will attend a
ceremony Monday at West
View Junior High' school, 590
Bellmont ay., Romeoville, and
sign senate bill 1438, which
allows for year-round school
systems, into law.
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The Board of Education

Valley View School District #96

Invites all residents to see and hear

The Honorable Richard. B. Ogilvie
Governor of t 'ie State of Illinois

When: Monday, June 29, I97C
Time: 3:00 D.M.
there: West View Junior High School
For: A ceremonial signing into law

of an educational Dill for
year round schools

Ray Page, Illinois Superintendent of
Public Instruction, will introduce
the Governor.

This ceremonial signing and program will be a

memorable and educational experience for school children
of all ages and for parents and taxpayers of this area.

The Webt View Viking Band will play..

-Our communities will be represented by:

John O'Hara, Mayor of the Village of Romeoville
Robert Schanks, Mayor of the Village of Bolingbrook
Roy Hassert, Chairman, Will County Board of Supervisors
William J. Crowley, President, State Chamber of Commerce
Boyd R. Bucher, Superintendent, Educational Service Region
Your school board members and school administrators



Ogilvie signs
Valley View
school bill

ROMEOVILLE Gov. Rich.'
and B. Ogilvie signed into law
Valley View School District's 45-
15 year-around school plan in
ceremonies held here today.

The educational bill, which al-
lows schools to enter into year-
around school programs, will go
into effect Tuesday.

The signing of the bill marks
a milestone in education and
represents two years of concen-
trated study and research by
administration members of the
district.

The plan is a scheduling sys-
tem that utilizes school facilities
throughout the whole year.

The pupil population is di-
vided into four equal groups.
Each of the four groups of pu-
pils will attend 45 class . days
and then have 15 class days va-
cation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, only
three of the groups will be at-
tending on any one class day.
'The four groups always stay

in the same order of rotation. In
a calendar year each group will
attend classes 180 days, four
sessions of 45 days per session.

The governor also attended
ceremonies for the new Union
Oil Co. of California refinery on
Illinois 171 in Lockport.

Following Ogilvie's keynote
address, he and. Fred L. Hart-
ley, president of Union Oil, corn-
'Dieted the ceremonies by turn-
ing the valves to let crude oil
flow into the refinery for the
first time.

The, new refinery includes an
environmental control unit.
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limayear school
program begins

By DOROTHY CRYDER
Herald-News Writer

ROMEOVILLE "I haven't
seen a school desk like this in
more years than I care to re-
member," said Gov. Richard B.
Ogilvie as he sat at a vintage
"row type" desk of yesteryear
and signed into law a bill which
allows year-round school.

The ceremonial signing and
program was Monday afternoon
in the gym at West View Junior
High School.

The Valley View School Dis-
trict began today the first ses-

.sion of its new 12-month school
system, called the Valley View
45-15 Continuous School Year
Plan.

"I think it is a sign of healthy
growth for school districts to ex-
periment with different con-
c in 'education," said
OgiMe. "I feel confident that
Plan 45-15 will work for you and
will answer. the needs of this
community."

Ogilvie said the new educa-
tional bill allowing year-round
school is optional to school dis-
tricts.

"We have not made this bill
mandatory as we did kindergar-
ten because we recognize that
this plan is experimental," he
said.

"We hope this venture works
for you and we hope that even-
tually it can be adapted for 'oth-
er school districts with similar
problems namely Chicago."

Ogilvie said he had been a
part of three things Monday
which would have a far-reach-
ing effect on the community of
Romeoville. Besides the signing
of the educational bill to allow
year-round school, he listed the
dedication of the new Union Oil
Refinery and the signing earlier
in the day of the Environmental
Protection Act at a meeting of
the National Association of At-
torneys General in St. Charles.

Ogilvie said the new refinery
will mean much added employ-
ment in the Romeoville Ifda,
will offer economic advantages
and, last but not least, provide
the highest tax basd in the com-
munity to help support the
schools

"On my way over to your
school I was greeted by resi-
dents in front of Commonwealth
Edison Co. orderly protesting
pollution in the community. The
environmental protection bill
signed this morning will control
air, water, soil and noise pollu-
tion and is the strongest pollu-

(Continued on Page Three)
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All-year school program begins
(Continued from Page One)

tion law in the country," Ogilvie
said.

James Single, president of the
Valley View School 'Board, ex-
plained to guests that the year-
round school was borniif neces-
sity. The problem began two
years ago, he said, when the
district reached its maximum
bonding power for buildings. It
grew mare serious when the
Legislature passed a law requir-
ing all public schools to provide
kindergartens after Sept. 1,
1970.

The district was faced with
the alternatives of packing 60 or

more students into a classroom, "Jt is with tremendous pride
holding half-day sessions, or that I participate in this cere-
coming up with a plan to utilize mony," said Ray Page, state
the building space available on superintendent of public instruc-
a continuing basis to accom- tion. "Illinois is about to make
modate a greater number of history as the `education state
students. of the world' with, the initiation

Under Plan 45-15, the school's of your unique plan of year-
total attendance is divided into round school.
four groups. The starting times "You will run into problems,
of each group are staggered so but I have confidence in your
that only three of the groups administration,' your school
will be attending on any one board and in the citizens of this
class day. community."

Each group attends class for
45 class days and has 15 class
days vacation. The groups keep
rotating on a continuous basis
with each group attending
classes 180 days, or four ses-
sions of 45 days, per session.

"I hope you give me this
same kind of greeting six
months from today," said Ken-
neth Hermansen, superinten-
dent of the district, after receiv-
ing a warm Welcome from the
guests. .

Hermansen observed that it
was 17 years ago this week that
he became superintendent of the
district, which at that time had
five one-room county schools
and 89 students. "Now we num-
ber about 7,000 students," he
said.

AU hoard members of the Val-
ley View School District were
present Ernesto Edsall, vice
president of the board; Robert
Noethen, secretary; George
Hassert, Kenneth Kibler, Johni
Strobbe and Bruce Webster, for-
mer president. Also introduced
was Harold Lindstronl, who re-
tired from the board in April af-
ter serving nine years.

Others attending the ceremo-
ny were Boyd R. Bucher, super-
intendent of the Will County
Educational Service Region;
William J. Crowley, president of
the Illinois Chamber of Com-
merce; Roy Hassert, chairman
of the Will County Board of SU-
pervisors; John O'Hara, mayor
of Romeoville; and Robert
Scharf s, mayor of Bolingbrook.
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Year r d scho 1

is now a reality
By DOROTHY CRYDER Group A returns to classes the Strahanoski explained that

kerald-News Writer iollowing day. Group C ends 45. salaries have been adjusted az-
ROMEOVILLE--- Remember days of school on Oct. H, with cording to the number of days at

the long summer vacations,
u n e tnrougn August.

school kids used to get?
Well these are a thing of the

past to almost 7,000 pupils in
Valley View District's, six
schools in Romeoville and Bol-
ingbrook.

School belts were ringing to-
day as the Valley View 45-15
Continuous School Year Plan,
the first of its.kind in the nation,
went into effect: .

All children in kindergarten
through eighth grades have been

i placed in four groups, "A"
through "D". Each group will

!attend school for 45.class days
except weekends and holidays

!and then have 15 class days of
vacation.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time, only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one class day.

The plan for, the pioneer ven-
iiture was drafted , by Supt. Ken-
( neth Hermansen; assistant sti-
perintendents James Gove and
John Lukancic, and Patrick
Page, research director.,

Group A which Mcludes about
1,600 students, 'began school.to-
day with regular class hours
and periods.

Group B begins July 21, with
Group C attending classes for

',the first time Aug..J.1
At this point,.there is a 100 per

cent utilization .of, the 180 class-
rooms, said assistant superin-
tendent James Gove.

On Aug. 31, Group A finishes
45 days of school and goes home
for 15 days of vacation. On Sept.
1, Group D moves into the emp-
ty classrooms of Group A. Come
Sept. 22, Group B concludes its
45 days and leaves for 15 days.

Group B returning from vaca-
tion on the 15th.

And so the cycle goes for 12
months of the year. Each group ,.eive $9,200 with maximum' ceil-
attends school the requisite 180 ing at $16,000, he said.
days Stralianoski doesn't anticipate

The 45-15 plan gives every any great changes in the" cur -
family a 3-week vacation in ev- riculum He points out that 45
ery season of the year. Gove days corresponds to the 9-week
points out. In addition, stu- quarter. Currently students
dents receive a week off at have been on a -four-quarter
Christnias, Easter and during grading system. So instead. tit
the summer." concentrating four grading peri,

Gove said care has been taken ods in nine months, Valley .View
that all children from the same is spreading it over 12, months;.,
family ended up M the same "it's the calendar. that's been
group. The neighborhood con- changed, not the'. curriculum.
cept has been followed so that Furthermore, it is so structured
"when Johnny is in school, his that every child will graduate in
next door neighbor Mary is the summer; before the tracli-
there also," tionat September entrance to

Teachers were given the Lockport- High .School," says
choice of teaching thloughout S'trahanoski.
the year or following the 45-15 Valley. View has received a
schedule with theft students. Ac- $43,720 federal grant to develop
cording to Ronald N. Straha- a fiscal analysis comparing the
noski, curriculum coordinator, cost of 45-15 over a 10-year peri-
the faculty members are od with the cost of the tradition-
pleased with the plan and have at 9 -month system. Part of the
ironed out contracture( and se- grant will go toward a research
niority questions in committees. design to evaluate pupil achieve-

Those teachers who have cho- ment under the program.
sen to work 45 days and then "We're instituting the plan as
take 15 days vacation feel .this a permanent way of life, not as
plan gives them more time at an experiment," said Cove.
home throughout' the year, "That's why we don't want out-
Strahanoski said. side funds financing the oper-

Other teachers will work year- ation of the program."
round, the maximum 244 days, Gov. Richard Ogilvie attend-
with a week of vacation at led a ceremony Monday at West
Christmas, Easter and the sum- iView Junior High School and
mer. They like not having to isigned Senate Bill 1438 which

!look for a summer job to supple-items
in Illinois.

allows year-round school sys-
iIment their incomes.

work. A starting teacher who
eleczs to work 244 days will re-



'LAW PERMITS

SCHOOL TO RUN

YEAR AROUND
BY PATRICIA KRIZMIS

Gov. Ogilvie signed into law
yesterday a bill permitting
school districts to operate a
12-month school year.

Two hundred persons, includ-
ing Jimmy Stevens, 11, cheered
and applauded when Ogilvie
signed the bill at a ceremony in
Romeoville school district 96's
West View Junior nigh School I

in Will county. The district is
the first in the state to adopt
what is known as the 45-15 plan.

The 7,000 pupils in the district
have been divided into four
groups. The first will attend
school for 45 continuous class
days, then there will be a.15
Class day vacation. The other
three groups proceed along the
same schedule at 15-day inter-
vals.

Begin on Sept. 1
Jimmy is in the fourth group,

so he will begin school Sept. 1.
Children in the same family
and in the same neighborhood
are placed on the same attend.
ance schedule, tho they may be
in different grades or at
different school buildings. Six
schools are involved.

"At first, I was opposed to
the plan," said Mrs. John
Stevens, Jimmy's mother.. "I
was worried the children would
have difficulty adjusting to
classes after frequent vaca-
tions."

She said she decded it might
be beneficial because the plan
relieves the overcrowaed condi-
tions in the school district.
Because of the staggering
starting date, only three groups
will be in class at the same
time.

The district anticipates a
savings in building construc-
tion, longer working year for
teachers with corresponding
increases in income, and qual-
ity education for pupils. All the
pupils veil be out of school for
legal holidays.

Big Plus Is Seen
Ogilvie sat in an old fash-

ioned desk, signed the bill, and
said if the plan works it will
take pressure off school dis-
tricts including Chicago's pub-
lic school system.

"I came to see Government
Ogilvie," said Brian McMahon,
6, who was quickly corrected
by his brother, Rick, 8.

"Our mother said she can't
wait till we start school Aug.

44 if e

Reprinted, courtesy of the Chicago Tribune.

Chicago Tribune
June 30, 1970
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GOVERNOR SIG
Governor Richard Ogilvie'

fans the ink dry on the new
law which makes year around
schools legal in Illinois.

The governor appear( d at
West View Jr. Iligh School
Monday for the official sign-
ing of the bill. The follow-
ing day, June 30th, the 45-15
Plan started.

Standing to the right of the
governor is Ray Page, state
superintendent of Public in-
struction, to Page's left are
John Crowley, president of
the Will County Manufact-
urers Association; Mayor
Robert Schanks of Boling-
brook; Mayor John O'Hara
of Romeoville (partly hi&
den; and Kenneth Herman-
sen, superintendent oiSchool
District 96.

Other dignitaries present
Included Will County Super-
intendent of Public Instruc-
tion, Boyd %Bucher; James
Single, president of theDis-

S SCH 4 .4 01 D LL HE

tract 96 Board of Education Clara Hartley Woodard. open house ceremonies ofand Ms board members; and Earlier that the the gev the 'new Union Oil Company
Will County Clerk of Courts eraor had appeared at the complex.
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might happen for county board
members? With a concentrated
get-out-the vote in such as Jo-
liet, or Bolingbrook, or Crete it
is not inconceivable that 20
members could be elected at
large from one of those areas
and the other nine from all oth-
er areas.

It seems that the time is ap-
propriate for the legislative
committee to make a decision,
pass the reel mmendation on, to
the county board and get a
reapportionment for fair repre-
sentation on the board, as the
state law intended. The board
can determine if the election is
to be by districts or at-large. If
by districts the county must .be
divided into the same number of
districts as members to be elect-
ed. Each district is to contain
an equal popUlation, to be as
contiguous a territory as prac-
ticable (in other words, no ger-
rymandering to assure certain
solid Democratic or Republican
strongholds getting specific can-
didates elected). The board also
is supposed to observe munici-
pal and township lines wherever
practicable unless the popu-
lation requirement Would be vio-
lated.

The state's attorney's office

Would not have been adulterated
by' a justice which seems to
have become blind and deaf
when it comes to the rights of
the people.

So, who was adulterated?

All-year school
Last week the Valley View

school district began the first
session of its new 12-month
school system, called the Valley
View 45-15 Continuous School
Year Plan.

It is a start in the right direc-
tion. School facilities are costly.
It makes sense they should be
used in the same manner as in-
dustrial facilities on a year-
around basis.

It is an experimental plan, the
first in the state. It is bold in its
concept. It could be a forerun-
ner of other, similar plans.

The increasingly high cost of
education calls for new, bold ap-
proaches. One that is not so
new, or so bold, is that of a unit
district, once rejected in Joliet
but worthy of another try.
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Second graders at Ridge View Schaal with teacher Mrs. Wynn Zarlenga

Kids tack in d
attitudes y r ovy,

SS "5;
loomy

By DOROTHY CRYDER
Herald-News Writer

ROMEOVILLE "Hi, John."
"Hey, Jim." "Lo, Allan, I see
you got rooked too." "Oh,Mary, isn't this groovy?"
"Julie, I missed you." "Good
grief, I didn't even get a vaca.
tion yet."

The comments were many
and varied as children in the
Valley View School District
Tuesday made history by begin-
ning school operated on a year-
round basis.

The teachers were enthusias-
tic, some of the children reluc-
tant and the parents a little
overwhelmed by it all.

The 7,000 children affected by
the new program have seen the
last of those lazy, hazy days of
summer vacations.

And the Valley View School
District -- nestled among the

cornfields and subdivisions
along the Des Plaines River
has put itself on the educational
Map.

"Oh, it's OK I guess: I really
don't .mind il," said John Fre-
gale who began. seventh grade
at West View Junior High
School: .

"I'M not too excited about it,"
said his friend Tony Davila. "I
could have gone to Mexico this
summer if it hadn't been for the
beginning of school."

John and Tony were only l.,vo
of the first group of students,
about 1,800, who began school
Tuesday on the Valley View 45-
15 Continuous School Year Plan.

The plan is a scheduling sys-
tem that utilizes school facilities
throughout the whole year. Stu-
dents are divided into four equal
groups. Each of the four groups

of pupils attends 45 class days
of school and then has 15 class
days vacation.

The first group will finish the
45 class days on Aug. 31 and will
have 15 class days of vacation
which will be followed by a new
45-day class session starting
Sept. 22. The other groups pro-
ceed along the same schedule at
15-day intervals.

Each student will have four
three-week vacations, in addi-
tion to Christmas week, raster
week and a 10-day period at the
beginning of summer.

Teachers who so desire can be
in class for 240 days instead of
the usual 180 and earn $9,000 to
$16,000 for the full year.

"Except for the fact that it
was the hottest day of the year,

(Continued on Page 31)
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Kids groovy, gloomy
as classes resume
(Continued from Page One)

the first day of year-round
school went off without a hitch,"
said Patrick Page, research di-
rector for the district.

Page said the district had a
,;iew families who had just
;moved in and whose children
were not scheduled come in just
to find out what was going on.

"It was a routine opening,"
langhed Page. "The kids all had
new clothes, sported new hair-
cuts and had enough paper to
last them for the rest of the
year."

He emphasized the fact that
even though Plan 45-15 is ex-
perimental, it is ,edycationally
Sound and financially desirable.
With Gov. Richard Ogilvie sign -
ing the measure into law at
West View Junior High Monday,
the plan became legally pos-
sible.

"I think this plan has a real
future for educational systen*"

.itaid Elizabeth King, physical
education teacher. "I think the

Acids Will respond. Kids always
are .flexible it is the parents
who sometimes are not. How-

Edward Levandowski, typing
teacher at West View, said he
thought year-round school would
be good for him. "For the first
time I don't have to worry about
finding a summer job. Econom-
ically, it is the biggest thing yet
to happen for teachers," he
said.

"We're just not ready for it,"
said Mrs. Jack HeW\tt of 909
Montrose Dr. who brought her
seventh grade daughter, Paula,
to school. "My youngest son in
first grade is excited about
starting school but Paula isn't
happy because she had so little
vacation," her mother aid.

"It has been quite a shock to
us," said Mrs. Lenore Gardner,
who recently moved with her
husband and four children from
the north side of Chicago to
Romeoville.

"We think it's a great plan,"
said Mrs. Gardner. "I think
such a plan to use school facil-
ities all year-round is long over-
due. we love Deports and winter
vacations so.fwe'll look forward
to those.

"We sure had to move fast,"
ever if the parents will support added Mrs. Gardner," in order
the plan for year-round school, to get shot records and to shop
we can make a go of it, I'm for school."
sure." "I hate it,", insisted one tan-

ned, chubby little boy. "Oh
man, it's not so bad," consoled
another. "Just think, we're nev-
er going to have time to get
bored again!"
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SOUTH W EST Governor
Richard B. Ogilvie spent
most of the afternoon in
Lockport and Romeoville
Monday, June 29, and he
will surely remember the
area as "a place in the sun."
It was a very hot day.

He was in the area for the
dedication of the $200 mil-
lion refinery of the Union
Oil Company of California,
and the ceremonial signing
into law of an education bill
for year-round schools, held
at West View Junior High
School,

Ogilvie said the Union Oil
dedication was more than the
official launching of a mag-
nificent new industrial facil-
ity which will meet the fuel
needs of citizens throughout

ill, Dedicates
ry onday4iag

the Midwest. He said the
people here in the heartland
of the Midwest view the re-
finery as a $200 million mon-
ument to the eon fidence of
American business and in-
dustry in the future of Ill-
inois.

He noted that Union Oil
not only renewed its long
:,ssociation with Illinois but
also renewed its commitment
to responsible corporate
citizenship. lie added that
with a vast army_ojsophis-
ticated and expensive equip-
ment, the "simple but power-
ful fact that the .future for
all of us citizen and cor-
poration alike must un-
fold within the context of the
environment in which we
live."

IT'S OFFICIAL -- Gov. Diehard Oevie signs
into law a bill which will allow Illinnis schools
to hold class year-round. Valley View Sitio&
District 96 starts school today on the new 45-15
plan. (GRAPHIC Photo,)

Fred L. Hartley, president
of Union Oil, also spoke
about our environment. He
said the refinery represents
financially the largest single
capital invesfMent eVermade...
by Union Oil; technological
ly, it represents the most
advanced refining systems
and techniques known today;
and socially, it represents
recognition of the necessity
Of prdtecting the environ-
ment while producing the
energy required for our con-
tinued growth and self-ful-
fillment. He added that 37
million of the- total cost of
the project was for expendi-
tures directly related to air
and water conservation.

Following the Union dedi-
cation, the governor pro-

Southwest
Graphics
Jul 1, 1970
pge. 1

ccedecl to \Vest View Junior
High School, to officially
open the school's innovative
45-15 pin. On his way, he
pas.sed pickets standing
along Romcoville Road with
signs proclaiming, "Pollu-
tion -- Gone Today, Ba'ck
Tomorrow," and other slo-
gans. When the governor
arrived at West View; he
mentioned the sign-bearers
and said he signed into law
that morning the "toughest,
most far-reaching pollution
legislation in the state," in
the presence of the attorney
general from nearly every
one of the fifty states.

The governor, who was
introduced by Ray Page,

(Continued on Pa ge 3 )

Illinois Superintendent of
Public Instruction, congrat-
ulated the Valley View
School District on their plan,
and said the state would help
in every way it could for the
plan's success and added that
perhaps it would become the

,-solthion for Chicago's troub-
led schools. A small old
fashioned desk, dating hack
to the one-room school era.
was provided for the gover-
nor to sit in and sign the bill
into law.

He looked at it and said it
had been more years than he
cared to remember since he'd
seers one. Other dignitaries
on the platform were John
O'Hara, mayor of Romeo-
ville; Robert Shanks, pres-
ident of the village of Bol-
ingbrook; Roy Hassert.
chairman of the Will County
Board of Supervisors; Wil-
liam. J. Crowley, president
of the Illinois State Chamber
of Commerce; Boyd R.

Bucher, Superintendent of
the Will County Educational
Service Region, and the

District 96 school board
members and administration.

I

I

I
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Students are
cool at V 11

By .ilrOlHOTHY CRYDER
Ilieraid-New .s Writer

ROMEOVILLE The door
opette4 on a roar of happy

VOif:e.5 and the clank
of dishes. Lunch time was in
fuit iwiag last Friday at West!
View Junior High School as the
six sctmois in the Valley Viewt
District completed their first.
week of yearround school. .

Air-comi:tioning certainly has.
placed setaol'ustatus.ota.a higher.
plane, f tliOitght,:as, youngsters
responded to my questions about
Zbe first Week of school... There
were some audible groans but

y and large the kiLis opted for'
keeping busy and cool.

"I :hough; I'd hate it," said
Bobby Williams, a seventh.;
grader and avid little leaguer..
'l thought I wouldn't have much

time zo practice my game but
ht as it's been, I couldn't.

have practiced anyway. By the
dine r gel out of school and have:
supper, it's cool enough to play.".

"I like going to school in the
summer and it's great to be in-;
side where it's cool;" said Ro-:
berts Manchunson, an eighth;
grader at West View. "The only
problem we haVe is vacation.
My daddy gets the next two
weeks off and we're going away;
for a week. I hate to miss be-;
cause we're studying the con.:
stitutfon and you can't afford to
get very far behind on that."

sy,
View

BUSES ROLL FOR YEAR-ROUND SCHOOL
Debbie Clark and Sharon Bigham,

West View Students



"It's really cool and I mean
that literally," laughed Linda
McMillen; also in eighth grade
at West View.

"I like keeping busy and I
used to get so bored before sum-
mer ended."

The enthusiasm of the students
was reflected by the building
principals.

"It has been so quiet, it scares
me," said Ronald' Fagan, prin.;
.cipal at North View. School on
Briarcliff . Road in Bolingbrook.
"We have kids in sixth grade
calling to ask if they can come
and help out with kindergarten."

. This is the first year that kind-
ergarten has been, taught in the
district. Kindergarten ,through
fifth is taught at Brook WI.

"You also have to bear in
mind that we only have one-
foutth of our student body here
at this time," added Fagan.

"I questioned the teachers at
a .staff meeting. about parents'
eactions, and so 'far, to the
leachers knowledge, we have
had no complaints," said David
Pauley, principal at Valley View
School on Naperville Road in
Romeoville.

"If the beginning of year-
round school is any indication
of things to come, then we can't
help but succeed because it has
gone far better than our expec-
tations," noted Pauley.

yaw View has about 1,000

July 7, 1970

students in first through sixth
with 250 attending on the first
tract.

"We have only had one com-
plaint," said Mrs. Lillie Eneix,
principal at Ridge View, Eaton
Avenue in Romeoville, which
houses kindergarten through
fourth grades.

Mrs. Eneix said the complaint
was from-a family that moved
in on Saturday before school
started and. knew'nothing about
year-round school.

The neighborhood concept has
been followed in Plan 45-15 for
year-round school so that all
children from each neighborhood
will be attending at the same
time.

"When this family .found out
that the children in their neigh-
borhood were starting school on
Monday, they were upset* be
cause they had vacation sched-
uled and it meant their children
would miss the first two weeks
of school. This is just some -
thing we will have to work out,"
noted Mrs. Eneix.

."I feel it is going well," said
Verne Shelley, principal at Park
View, "especially when you Con-
sider that some of the students
finished school on June, 8 and
have only had three weeks va-
cation."

Park View School on Dalhart

Avenue in Romeoville houses
kindergarten t h r o ugh sixth
grades.

"The students' attitude is just
great I would say at least 90
per cent of them are happy with
the program. Already they are
remembering that they go nine
weeks and have three weeks
off. I think they like the fact
that they get four vacations a
year," said Shelley.

"It really has been a quiet
first 'week of school," observed
Frank , Kolinski, principal at
West View Junior High. 'filings
will perk up of course.when we
have three groups in school On
Aug. 11."

Plan 45-15, which now is in
effect in the Valley View School
District, is a scheduling system
which provides full-time use of
the facilities or the equivalent
of two added 30-classroom build-
ings.

The pupil population is divided
into four equal gimps with each
of the four groups attending .45
class days and then having 15
class days of vacation,

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one class day:

The four groups, always stay
in the same order of rotation:

In a calendar year each group
will attend classes 180 days,
four sessions of 45 days per
session. Group. A .began attend-
ing classes June 30.

"Our castodial staff deserves
considerable praise for doing In
three weeks what they ordinarily
take the full summer to accom-
plish," saidKolinski.

He' added that the rooms were
ready, grounds were 'ready,
boas and assignments were
ready' for the beginning' of
school.

fle' said that mins, of the par-
ents' reaction were, "Thank
God, the kidS' now' have some-
thing to do for the summer."

Kolinski' feels :Sure that once
plan 45 -15 has been proven, in-
dustry cooperate.:

"I Would think they would
happy not to 'shut down for WO

(Continued on Page Two)
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Students are busy,
cool it Valley View

(Continued from Page One)

weeks but keep going by stag-
gering vacations," he said.

Brook View School on Gary
Drive in Bolingbrook, which
hou4es kindergarten through
fourth grades, also had a quiet
opening.. according to Principal
Williasri Dikeman.
'Ile. said parents had coop-
erated to help. first graders and
kinder'ga'rten children make the
adjustment to school.

"The children seemed anxious
to begin and voted in 'favor. of
Staging in an air-conditioned
building and playing games
rather .tban going out on the

ygrotmd during the very hot

He said the only complaint he
hadleatti has heen.from a wor-
ried mother who was afraid her
child might not be able to study
at home since their house, was
not air onditiotted.

"r assured her that the teach-
ma and 71 are here . until 3:30
pm4aehdaY and we Wottid be

ppy to have any of: the chil-- stay and do borne work
here in the building," Dikeman
explained.

"Vie will know, exactk bow
many Children are -eing to.

[school in the first tractbwhen we

take enrollment on the sixth
day of school," said Patrick
Page, research director for the
distridt.

He said the district now has
established an enrollment cen-
ter at West View Junior High,
135th Street (Romeoville Road)
and Belmont Drive, where new
people in the district can enroll
all their children in one step.

The school board has abolish-
ed rental on textbooks, and work-
books in order to siniplify-school
entry. The only cost to a family
is the optional school lunch,
towel fee and mid-morning milk.

"Our two years of research
and study to perfect Plan 45-15
seem to be paying . off," said
Page. It is working better than
we ever dreamed. By next week,-
I might even uncross my fin-
gers!"

,!

2? 4
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45-15 plan initiated

Forget

.School Dist; 96 has growing pains.
Just 17 years ago, 89 elementary and

junior high students occupied five one-
room schools. Today, there are over 7,000
students in six buildings crowded build-
ings at that.

The classrooms were already crowded;
45 students for one teacher was not a rare-
ty. Additional classrooms would mean a
tax referendum, something local homeoWn-
ers surely would not favor, and' double
shifts were not received warmly either.

Meanwhile, six buildings sat. idle lor
three summer months. The taxpayers were
getting only nine months use of their dol-
lar. The audio-visual equipment, books, air
conditioners, even the gymnasium was not
being used to taxpayers' benefit.

The solution seemed logical; it is re-
markable no one thought of it before. By
using the schools year-round for a 180 -
day academic year, more students could.

s m itch'

be accomodated. (See box for explana-
tion of the 45-15 plan.)

The first group of students, track A,
started school Tuesday and will not get
their first break until Sept. 1. All district
schools are air-conditioned eliminating
heat problems.

Fewer problems plague 45-15 plans than
one might expect.,

At North View Elementary School, Prin-
cipal Ronald C. Fagan has experienced
little negative feedback on the program.
Most 13,..,lingbrook families, he says, have
been able to adjust their vacation schedules'
to conform with the four, three-week
seazyual school breaks. Many parents have
found the plan enjoyable because, as with
track. A, they can vacation in September
when highways and parks are lesi crowd-
ed and they can enjoy lower, oukitiea-
son rates.

"More teachers are wanting to get in
on the program that out," he says. "1
lost only two teachers last year.among 44

istaff members and none because of 45-15.
And this last week, I've had many inquir-
ies from teachers wanting positions in'
the system.

"The main problem for the 45-15 plan
is the teachers. They are the ones who
are going to make it work they have to
adapt to the cbanges."

Mrs. Charlene Meyer, a second-grade
teacher at North View, is happy with the
Program. "Perhaps they (the students)
have had enough vacation," she says.

(Continued on Page 3)



45 -15 at North View
(Continued from Page 2)

"They're fairly well settled, they're not
jumpy, and they're ready to work.

"We often spend a month in the fall re-
teaching the students, but they seem to be
doing well so far. Besides, it's comfort-
able in the classroom."

For the male teachers, like fourth-
grade science teacher Jim McNamara,
there are economic benefits. "It is finan-
cially good," he says, "especially for
the male supporting a family. We have
the option of teaching year-round, which
means approximately one-third more
salary. .

"We have a positive indication that
45-15 is good, but the main thing is, 'Is
it good for the kids?' The alternatives are
double shifts and . over-crowded class-
rooms. This is not educationally good.
We can accommodate one-fourth more
students in the same facilities and save
the taxpayers money."

McNamara and other teachers doubt
the plan will hinder their continuing edu-
cation, because most of their courses are
-at night. "People in my graduate classes
are interested in the 45-15 plan," McNa-
mara says. "They want to know the good
and bad effects on students and teachers.
But the best way to find out is to get into
the system."

Most candid student remarks about the
plan and attending school during the sum-
mer were favorable. Kevin Owens, 7, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Owens, is espec-
ially -happy to get back to school. "I'm
bored being at home," he says. "I want
togo to school because I like studying a-
rithmetic, eating in the gym and recess.
Three of my friends go to school now. I
even like going to school in the summer.".

Fellow second-grader :.Brian Courtney,
6, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Courtney,
concurs. "My friend Johnny goes to school
now. It's fun. 1 had long enough vacation
and was ready to come back to school.
'Sides, I missed going out to recess. I
miss going swimming, -but Mom doesn't

have a car so we couldn't go anyway. It's
easier to study in the summer, but I don't
know why. Mom likes 45-15 too -because
she can do more errands."

Loucia Papadopoulos, 6, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Michael Papadopoulos, is not
quite ready to come back to school. "Mom
doesn't like it because we can't go to the
beach as much. And I like to swim every
day. I missed some of my friends, so I
was kind of ready to come back because I
like school."

Older North View students have more to
say about the new plan. Lyneen Michalak,
9, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Micha-
lak, says her mother was ready for her to
go back to school. "All of my friends are
in school at the same time. We don't have
such long vacations, so we don't forget
as much. In September, we're going on a
vacation to Tennessee and we have a long
vacation in December, so that will be fun."

Another fifth-grader, Ken Taylor, 9, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul. Taylor, also be-
lieves he remembered more over the short
vacation. "The only thing I don't like is
walking home in the. heat. But I'd rather
walk home in in ihe'heat than in the snow.
We can play outside during the summer
pretty good, and you can't in the winter
sometimes."

Mitchell Wilke, 9, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Melvin Wilke is not quite ready to go back
to school, but accepts the Plan as valiiable.
"The vacation wasn't quite' long enough.
Some friends make fun -orus liEdUse they
don't go to school untiloSepternber. But
then we'll get to make:tun .of:them in Sep-
tember because we'll be on vacation.

"I can learn more because,of the 45-15
plan. It's easier to remember and study
because there .won't be so much noise

everyone Will be in school:atthe sante
time.

. "Other schools should do thiS. The pop-
ulation is getting so big the schOtili 'are
over-crowded. And other sclidal'sthiegoing
to have to do it pretty soon."
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Many pupils like Kevin Owens are
eager to get back to school after .
only a few weeks vacation.

Briefly, the Valley View Dist. 96 45-15
plan is an experimental program which
breaks elementary and junior high school
students into four groups or tracks with
children of one family on the same track.
Each track attends school for 45 class'
days, then has a 15- day' vacation. At any
given time during. the oeci 'r,' three' tracks' are
in school while 'one is'S,On ,vacation. School
buildings are used coatiquoysli_througihout
the calendar year, with, the exceptiOn of le-
gal holidays. Christmas and; Easter, vaca-
tions and a break in early July to adjust the
program. The plan benefits taxpayers by us-
ing physical plants and equipment year-
round and by saving construction costs by
accomodating 25 per cent more students.
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"Perhaps they have had enough vaca-
tion," says North View second grade
teacher Mrs. Charlene Meyer, mike-
tins her early reactions to the 45 -15
plan. When her students take a three-

week vacation in September, she and
her husband will travel to Europe.
"What a wonderful time to go some-
place.''' (GRAPHIC Photo)



science teacher
Jim McNamara, below left, feels themain value of the 45-15 plan is the
educational impact it has on students.
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LEFT: Northview Principal Ron-
ald C. Fagan gives kindergarten stu-
dents an Independence Day lesson.
Before this year, District 96 had no
kindergarten classes because of the
Crowded buildings.
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24 uncooled Park View:
classrooms irlc mothers '°

.By DOROTHY CRYDER
Herald-News Writer

ROMEOVLLLE `1Valley
View Schools are not so cool,"
protested a group of mothers
Wednesday at Park View
School.,

T h e mothers rapped the
schOol administration for begin-
ning Plan 45-15 year-round'
school Wore 24- rooms at Park
View School were air-
conditioned.

The 31 classrooms in the new
addition of the school are air-
conditioned.

"The newspapers have played
up the fact that year-round
school is a first here in Romeo-
vile," said Mrs. Joyce Cicca-
relli. "They say the kids are
studying in cool comfort and
they are not at least my child
is not and I want to know Why,"
she said.

"Is this some plan you have of
passing the proposed bond ref-
erendum by putting air-condi-
tioning of Park View School on

the ballot along with the hew
buildings- and a tax rate in-
crease? " she asked. .

She said she would rather con-
tribute $10 outright toward air-
conditioning than to have $10
added to her taxes.

" H o w come ;Valley View
School was air-conditioned last
summer and Park View was
not?" asked Mrs. Joan Xrauz.

She added that she had at.
tended several coffee sessions
held by the district adminis-
trators to inform parents of
Plan 45-15.

"At each of those meetings
you stated that all who* would
be air-conditioned befOre year-
rovnd school began,"-. she told
the administrators.

"We have six schools and 180
classrooms in the district," ex-
plained Supt. Kenneth Herman-
sen. "Of these 180 classrooms,
24 are not air-conditioned and
you have every right to ask
why," he said.

He said that: in the two years

of planning for year-round
school, the district's aim was to
air-condition all rooms.

He explained that the Valley
View Digtrict had qualified for
$150,000 federal money through
a law which 'grants impacted
aid to districts for- federal em-
ployes living there.

"The name of the game is
money," said Hermansen, and
explained that this year's appro-
priation bill had not been.signecl
by the president.

James Bingle, president of the
board of education, 'said he had
gone to Washington with two of
the administrators to try and se-
cure the funds but they had
been unsuccessful.

Hermansen said they had
tried to obtain the necessary ,
$80,000 for the air-conditioning
from 34 different foundations.

"We didn't dream up a bond
referendum just to air-condition
these ,24 rooms," said Bingle.
"We added the air-conditioning

(Continued on Page Five)

1V ,



24 Park View rooms 32'

not air-conditioned
(Continued from Page One)

to the referendum after every
other source of revenue had
been explored.

"We must have the additional
buildings we are proposing in
the referendum or we will be on
double shifts with year-round
school within the next two
years."

Also included in the referen-
dum to be held on Aug. 15 are a
15-room addition to. Brook View
School in Bolingbrook, a 15-

room addition at Ridge View
School in Romeoville and a 30-
room school to be built on land
donated by Hoffman Rosner
Builders in the new Indian Oaks
subdivision in Bolingbrook.

"We expect 3,000 to 5,000 new
I students within the next five
years," Hermansen said.

"How much tax' can one com-
munity be expected to bear?"
asked Mrs. Ciccarelli.

"This is exactly why mem-
bers of our board are meeting
with the Naperville School
Board and Naperville City
Council," said Bingle.

He explained that Levitt Buil-
ders is planning a large subdivi-
sion on the outskirts of Naper-
ville and a part of the subdivi-
sion lies within the school
boundaries of Valley View Dis-
trict. "This would mean an ad-
dition of about 1,200 students,"
Bingle said.

"We are trying to draw up
some kind of policy with Naper-
ville which we also can take to
the Bolingihrook and Romeoville
Village Boards to' force the de-
velopers to pay for the tax lag
for the first two years."

He pointed out that it is not
until the second year that any
tax money is forthcoming from
new developments. Presently
this additional tax burden is
being carried by the established
communities.

The mothers present at the
meeting assured the adminis-
trators that they had nothing
against year-round school.

"We think it's 'a great plan,"
they said.

They asked if it would be pos-
sible to rent air-conditioners for
the 24 classrooms.

Hermansen replied that he
could not see paying $30,000 for
rental when 580,000 would do the
complete job.

Verne Shelley, principal at

Park View, explained that since
only one-fourth of the students
are now attending school under
the year-round plan, youngsters
were moved into the air-condi-
tioned part during the very hot
weather last week.

"The only critical time we
will have is from Aug. 11 when
three groups are attending until
Sept 1. Then the first group -fin-'.
ishes 45 days of school and goes
home for 15 days. Only three
groups will be attending school
at any one time.

"During that period if we
havd over 90degree days, we
Will have to treat them as we do
below zero weather or snow
days and give the youngsters in
those 24 rooms a day off, Shel-
ley said.

"How can we be sure that
childrens' lunches won't spoil
during.this hot weather?" asked
one mother. .

Shelley said most of the chil-
dren ate in the cafeteria' but he
would work out something so
that lunches brought from home
could be placed on shelves in
the cafeteria where it is cool.

"If you can't afford to rent
air-conditioners at this, time,
could you not afford about $300
to purchase window fans for the
24 classrooms?" inquired the
mothers..

"That we can do," replied
Hermansen and assured them
he would meet that afternoon
with Paul Swinford, business
manager, to prepare a purchase
order.

"There is one great thing
about our sehodl Ilidnibis-
trators," remarked one Mother
to another as they trOoPed'hut of
the'building. "They treat us like
people and take 'the time to lis
ten."

July 9, 1970
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Valley View
second phase
is next week

)
ROMEOVILLE Tract '13;

the second group of students on
Valley View District Plan 4545
year-round school, will begin
school Tuesday July 21. . .

Tract A which includes. about
1,600 students, began school
June 30.

When tract C starts attending
classes Aug. 11, there will be a
106 per cent utilization of the 180
classrooms, said John Lukancic
assistant superintendent.

Ca Aug. 31, :tract A finishes 45
days of school and will go home
for 15 days of vacation. On Sept:
1, tract D moves into the empty
classrooms of tract. A. Come ,''
Sept. 22, tract B concludes its 45 .

days and leaves for 15 days va-
. !..

,.;
cation

:
*!

And so the cycle goes for 12 7 .

ri!.
month. s of the yepr, Eachlgroup

home for 15 days.nt,vacation.

:.
attends school 45.4ay.s and goes.

By staggering the starting
date of each of the groups, at
any one time, only three of the
groups will be attending on any
one class day.

Lukancic said . he had tOured
all six schools in the district
'talking to teachers, parents and
children.

"It has gone smoother than
we ever dreamed," he said.
"The teachers are very enthu-
siastic about the program be-
cause only a fourth of the stu-
dents are now attending and the
teachers have been able to ac- .'
complish much more than they
ever dreamed possible.

Lukancic said there,were mix-
ed reactions from the parents
and the youngsters.

He said they were keeping a
close account of daily weather
conditions, on attendance and
behavior patterns.
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MOTHERS DEMAND AIR CONDITIONING

SETTLE FOR FANS

Six brute mothers who comfortable the children
Vcame to Park View School were and would be taken

to demand air condition- to one; of the air condi-
ing for all cla7ssroomsl.at tioned rooms. This will
the Scheel, left with th .404 ba possible. till Augustll,
Prointhe. that isms will be') when the third track starts
installed, in those' rooms ootiool, and all the rooms
within e Week. v411 be occupied.

The women, all of whom One of the mothers noted
had children attending that that one teacher had pro-
school, had expected to be sided a fan In one of the
there twe nttP or thirty rooms; and that this had
strong, but most of :their made the heat more tol-
grOuP tailed. to show up. enable. Hermansen said
They were PrOtenting the that the school would par-
fact that 24 of the .class- chase fans to use in these
rooms at Park View did rooms.
not have air conditioning, The mothers were .40-
and that some of the child- parently satisfied with the
ren attending these class- answers -they :received to
rooms had become ill. their questions, and the

'uPerintendent Kenneth agreement to place fans
Hermansen, assistant sup in the rooms.
erintendent John LucanrAo, During the 90 minutes

. Park View PrinCipal Vern session it was 'pointed out
'7shaileY and School Board to the mothers that they

President Jiin Single met were In an un -air cond.
with the women in a class- Rion room, that the temp-
room to discuss their erature was at 84, and
grievences. that oone of them felt un-

Herminsen and Bingle comfortable.
explained that they had ex-
pected to have all of the
rooms air conditioned when
the 45- 15 P 1 ani started.
However, the government
funds they had been count-
ing on for this purpose had
been cut back. Bingle. Put
two administrators bad
recently travelledto Wait-
ington to try to secure this
money, but their lidforts bad
proved to be 'Mile. The
eighty thousand dollers to
air condition the 24:class-
rooms was just not avail.
able at this:time.

The Park . View Princi-
pal explained thativisp.the

234
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BEACONWDGE STUDENTS.

TO BE BUSSED TO NORTH VIEW

In a switch of policy
the Board of Education of
School District #96 decided
to bus all of the Beaten-
ridge students attending
North View School. This
busing, for 3rd, 4th and
5th graders will continue
until sidewalks are cOM-
pleted from the subdivis-
ion to Briarcliff Road. Tie
Idndergartea "through '2nd
graders will continue to
be bussed because of the
distance The Beaconridge
students are all on track .B
of the 45-15 Plan and
started school yesterday.

Bolingbrook .mayor
Robert SchanksaPPeared.at
a meeting of the school
transportation committee,
held lastlVionday 'gild asked
the board tb racciasi6r its
earlier decision to have
no bus transportatiOn for
the 3rd through 5th graders
of Beaconridge. He Pointed
out that as soon as side-
walk construction starts
the area along the east
side of

and

53 will be
torn up end there will be
no place for the student's
to walk. The board also
acknowledged that many of
the residents of the sub-
division had called or cor-
responded with the school
authorities on transporta-
tion. AU members of the
board were present .ex-

cept George Hassert. A
. number of administrators

as well as Earl Thompson,
transportation manager,
were also at the meeting.

Board members pointed
out that the transportation
of the older students will
only continue until the side-
walk is completed.

The sidewalk in question
will be a part of the pro-
gram approved Saturdayby
the voters of Bolingbrook
in a half- million dolla r
road improvethent and side
walk bond referendum,

The Board of Education
and the Village of Boling-
brook have been. attempt-
ing to have the builder,
Kaufman and Broad, put a
sidewalk from their sub-
division, to Briarcliff road
ever since the Beaconridge
complex was built. Last
year, when K & B asked
the village to annex a new
parcel of land; Schanks and
the village board placed
two stipulations before the
annexation could be accom-
plished. One of them was
that the builder provide
the long requested side-
walk. This stipulation was
dropped when the builder
informed the village board
that the people of Beacon-
ridge did not want such a
sidewalk.

;34'
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Second group beginsi
school on 45-15 plan

ROMEOVILLE The Second' ber was higher than officials
group of students have begun had anticipated for a July day.
their school year in the summer Group. C, the third. group in
under Plan 45-15 hi the Valley the 45-15 plan, will start school
View School district.' Aug.- 11. Ten days before they

The first day of classes for are to begin, the parents of
Group B was July 21 atid:every- Group C children will receive in-
thing went smoothly., according formation from the principal of
to Patrick Page, research direc- the school their child will at -i

for the district. tend..
The only unusual aspect, other The letter informs the parent

than going to school in July, was about school tours, bus sched-
the amount of children wanting ules and other detailS perfainirig

1i the hot lunch at noon. The'niun= to the beginning. - of the 'school
,year.

'Page said all children att.nnd-
ing. schoal for, the first time
Must have their birth certifi-
'Cate; a health examination on
the forth' prescribed by the state
and a dental examination.

Fifth grade students must also
have a health examination as
.Prespribed by the state.;

The last group, GroUp
start school Sept. 1 at , which
time Group A will begin its first
15-day vacation..

The 45-15 plan enables the six
schools in. the district to operate
all y 4ear .capacity with only, 34,
of the school age chlldren:
school et one time.
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45-15 IN FULL SWING

Track ft13,, has started
school in District 96, and
on August 11th, Trac ,-.

will be in school and the
45-15 Plan will be in full
swing.

So far everything has
been running fairlk. well. ;:.
with this unique concept
according to research dir-7.:::',
ector J.PatrikPage. A
few mix ups have.happened, 7,..,.,77

but this is only to be ex-
pected in this new and =-
tired program, even though
two years of 'Planning have
preceeded its Inception.

On the whole the child-
ren like 45,15 and have
accomodated to it very
well. Sonic. parents still
have their 'doubts and are
taking a 'Wait simd- see*
attitude.

Page. said all chilren
attending school for the
first time muSt luiVe4heir
birth certificate, a health
examination on the.forM
prescribed by the state; and
a dental examinatioir. '

.F1,fth grade students must
also have. a health exam-
illation as .7prescribed by
.the state.

Parents of children in -
Group will -.Satin get.
letters
what schooltheir,olild will
attend, the ilethOot
bus schedules and other
vital infaireation.
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HELP WITH 45.15 BIBLE SCHOOL
The Rev. and Mrs. Bill Bernstein will be helping

the Bolingbrook Community Bible Church with their
45.15 Bible School Aug, 10 - :14. They will also be
celebrating their itlrst wedding anniversary. Bothwere
in Bolingbrook for Vacation Bible School- last 'year
while supposedly honeymooning..

The BernsWins are rawicnafres supported in part
by the Bible Church in Southern Florida.

"Pastor is a ventriloquist and magittau.. Be
will be assisted at the meeting by his able 'Iciummr,
assistant, Bernie.

The meetings, Aug. 10 - 14, will be for all children
through Jr. High School and will be held in the evenings
from 7 to 9 p.m. at North View School. At the same
time, teenagers and adults will be meeting in the
Bible Church's air conditioned chapel at 201 Briar.;
:lift Rd. The leader will be Hr.. William AlcCarrel,
!ormer pastor for 45 years at .Cieern Bible Church.

. .

COUNTY CLERK SEEKS OPINION.
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"Bernie"

45-10
AUGUST 10-14 04144441111 BIBLE SCHOOL

7:00 ,..9:00 P.M.
Ftrst thru Jr. High
NORTH VIEW SCHOOL

with
,,BERNIE", Rev Bill & Mrs. Bemslein

High School, College, Adults
at she

Bolingbrook Community Bible Church
Chdpel, 201 Briarcliff

with Dr. William McCanrell
Both with Messages for our Hines.rommisesiarmim...srsk
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SCHOOL FACT BOOK AVAILABLE

. -,,, '
Parents or other Valley

View 'Elementary. School
District #96 residents' whO
are interestediniethefa.cts,
Ma'am, just the facts" may
get a free copy °fan 18-
Page Fact Bookfor Parente
by stopping atthe Research
and Development Office at
Farb Via* School, near the
shopping center in Romeo,.

The Fact Book gives a his-
torical summary of the.
growth of the District,4es:.
criptien of the bUilding.k

background of year-round
;7. school plans in general;
-.and details of the' Valley'
View 48- 15 Continuous
School Year Plan. There
are 1600 copieiavellabli.'
The price to non-residentd
is $2.50,

A copy of the Fact Book
may alsoe'secnied tiYat-
tending one of the school
board meetings which are
held on the 2nd and 4th
Monday evenings at 7:30
in the library at. Park View
'School.

I
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Brook View
open house

SOUTHWEST Brook
View School will have an
open house on Friday, August
7, from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Classrooms and bulletin
boards will show teaching
materials and examples of
class work by pupils. All the
Brook View teachers in
Groups A and B will be pre-
sent to meet parents and
other visitors and to dis-
cuss all phases of the 'ac-
ademic program.

Brook View School has 16
classrooms and is identical
in size and floor plan with
Ridge View School in Hamp-
ton Park. Brook. View School,
was finished in February of
1969. One of ME, purposes
of the referenduon Sat-
urday, August 15th is to
provide for a 15 room ad-
dition to Brook View School.

District representatives
will be present to answer
any questions about the up-
coming referendum.

Brook View has a capacity
of 480 primary' and inter-
mediate pupils. This year
in grades kindergarten
through grade 4, there are
276 pupils in Group A and
Group B combined. Mr.
William Dikeman is prin-

-cipal. Brook View School is
on Gary Drive, just off Pine-
crest Drive, in Bolingbrook:
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Valley View
parents can
get fact book
ROMEOVILLE -- Fact books

are now available for residents
of Valley View Elementary
School District.

The 18-page Fact Book For
Parents gives a summary of dis-
trict growth, building facilities
general background of year-
round school plans and details of
the 95-15 continuous school year
plan.

They can be obtained at the
research and development office
at Park View School in Romeo-
vine or by attending a school
board meeting at 7:30 p.m. on
the second or fourth Monday of
the month at Park View.
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Joliet, Illinois, Tuesday, August 11, 1970

School election
set for Saturday

BOLINGBROOK Fact book- sell :145,000 in bonds for school to air-condition a section of
lets for parents and information
on Saturday's special ...school
election were presented to par-
ents attending an open house at
BMA View School Friday eve-
ning.

Building principal William
Dikeman said 250 parents at-
tended the open house.

Signs appealing to parents to
vote yes on all three proposi-
tions were evident throughout
the school.

"No foolin' we need more
rooms, our classes are as large
as before 95-15 (plan)" read one
such sign.

The three propositions for Sat-
urday's election are approval tot

building construction; approval
to accept a $1.7 million interest-
freeloan from the Illinois School
Building Com Mission; and au-
thorization of a 10 cent increase
in the building fund.

The interest-free loan is avail-
able to the Valley View School
District only if the bonding pow-
er contained in proposition I is
utilized.

If the propositions are passed
a new school will be constructed
in the Indian Oaks area and 15
rooms will be added to Ridge
View and Brook View schools.
The additions will double the
size of the schools.

The money will also be used

Park View ,School in Romeo-
ville.

Hoffman-Rosner, a deVeloper,
has ollere,d to donate .'an im-
proved school site in Indian
Oaks nearSchmidt Road.with a
value of $120,000 plus $200,000
for the construction of a school.

Polling places will. be open
from noon untiL7 p .Saturday
at North ,VieY,v, ,SchocCfor. resi-
dents north of Interstate 55 and
Park View, school' for residents
south of the' interstate'

IniorniatiO Iit"iiiailable at
Park Vthw and residents
are asked 'tn'Call 'or Write. Witte
district Mike's there if they have
questions on the referendum:,
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Year-round school
plan in full swing

I ROMEOVILLE Three
tracts are in operation at
schools in the Valley View Dis-
trict today.
Tract. C students started

classes this week and brought
schools in the district to capac-
ity operation.

The tracts are part of Plan 95-
'15 in the district schools. The
plan is designed to operate the
schools all year and to utilize
the buildings throughout the

year.
This is the first year of ,oper-

ation for the plan which is under
observation by educators
throughout the nation.

Plan 45-15.divides students in
the district into four tracts
which attend schoOl on a rotat-
ing basis for 95 days and then go
on vacation for 15 days.

Plan 95-15 was designed to
cope with the overcrowded con-
ditions in the district.

A special is being
held Saturday calling far aP-

proval to sell bonds of $895,1100
for building construction and to
accept an interest free loan of
$1.7 million.

If this referendum is passed. it
would enable the district to
build a school in Indian Oaks
subdivision and to add rooms to
two existing schools.
"Plan 45-15 does not end the

district's problems," raid re-
search director Patrick Page.
"If the referndum is not passed
Saturday the district will have
to consider the plan on a halt -
day basis."

"We have already thought
about 95-15 on halt- days," Page
continued "If no additional
space is available for classes
within the next year or so some
grade levels or buildings may
have to start halt -days. But that
is if the referendum fails."

Page explained the area has
an unusually high growth rate.
Since Kindergarten has become
required by the state and since
the influx of new residents the
district's classrooms are more
than tilled again.
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SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES

PRIVATE TUTORING FIRM.

The School District No 96
Board of Education gave
its approval to a private
tutoring service to oper-
ate within the district for
a one year trial period.

Elton R. Lash, vice-
president of Welsh Learn-
ing Systems, addressed the
board at its Monday even-
ing meeting and gave de-
tails of the operational
Methods of his company.

The system, using cert-
ified and para-professional
people as well as "learn-
ing machines" guarantees
a one- school- year im-
provement in a student af-
ter 35 hov-s of their class-
work and instruction. The
cost to the student ranges
from $1.25 to $2.00 per
hour, depending on the
number of students part-
icipating .:rom the district.

Lash said they operate
on the basis. of from five
to fifteen students per in-
structor. The students are
pm-tested and post-tested.
He said he hopes to set up
two centers, one in the
north and one in the south
part of the district. De-
tails of the program will
be mailed to all parents
in the district by the com-
pany. No time was given
as to when he expected to
start the program.

Lash told the board that
this would be the first time
Ms company would work on
this scale with the cooper=
ation of a public school.
system. He was attracted
to this area because of
the opportunities offered

by the 45715-Plan;
In' other action the board

approved the acceptance of
an invitation to the school
band to participate in the
State Fair in Springfield.

Board president James
Bingle read a letter from
Levitt & Sons Budders that
a total of 20-acreS ;ironic'
be dedicated to the school
district. Their subdivis-
ion site, if annexed to the
Village of Naperville, will
extend into District 96 and
will generate, according to
their figures, a total of.

275 students for the dis-
trict.

The school board had
been attempting to set a
cash-land contribution per
pupil generated with the
builder (to be applied to
all builders) in conjunction
with the Naperville school
boards and village planning
commission. Bingle com-
mented that after months
of negotiation that were
back to their original pos-
ition, and that the Napero
vile Board of Education
was apparently backing off
from their joint demands.

B i n gl e also announced
that there would be ahear-
ing before the Will County
Zoning Board of Appeals
on a proposed trailer court
on Davey Road. The board
attorney, Gene Korst, and
board member Bruce Web-
ster, will appear' at the
heariBc, tn. flle an official
objection; . From the, board
of education. ,1,The bear-
ing will be at Valley View
School at '7:30 p.m.

9,40



Romeovilie
school tax
vote today
ROMEOVILLE Residents

in Valley View Elementary
School District 96 go to the-polls
today to vote on a 10-cent tax
increase and a two-part building
construction proposal.

The tax increase, included in
Proposition 3, would *vide the
district's building fund with
enough added revenue to meet
e x i s t in g maintenance regu-
lations.

Proposition 1 asks voters to
approve acceptance of a
$1,700,000 interest-free loan
from the Illinois School Building
Commission. The limn would be
paid back over a. 17-year period.

Proposition 2 seeks -approval
for the sale of $845,000 in Fonds
for school building construction.
The Illinois: ,School Building
Commission w1 make the
loan in question in PropoSition 1
unless the district utilizes its to -.
tal bonding potential of $845,000
provided for in Proposition 2.

Voters who reside north of I.-
55 may -vote . at , North View
School on Briarcliff Road. Resi-
dents south of, the highway May
vote at Park View School on
Dalhart Avenue near the ,Hamp-
ton Park ShOpping Center.

The
to

will be open from
noon to 7 p.M.

Affidavits will be used 'instead
of poll:books.

If the building, propositions
are approved, the .district would
begin construction, on ,a new 30-
room achookin lidiaii.Oaks near
BolingbrOok and on 15 addition,
al rooms at both -Ridge View
School .in Romeovile and Brook
View School in Bolingbrook.

The additions are needed be-
cause the district could not bOr
row .enough money in' 1967 to
fully.eouip the schools.

The district would also,. pre-
vide '24 classrooms in the old
section of Park View. Schod
with aif conditioning eqUipment.
ClaSsroOms in. Valley View Dis-
trict schools now ''operate all
year on the controversial 45-15
Plan.

Hoffman-Rossner 'CO.- has of-
fered to donate a $120,000 im-
proved school site in its Indian
Oaks' development. The firm
also has offered to provide
$200,000 to the district for school
construction.

Joliet Herald News

August 15, 1970

Page 1
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School commission okays
free loan to District 96

ROMEOVILLE The Illinois School
Building Commission has authorized an
interest-free loan to Valley View Ele-
mentary School District 96.

This loan combined with a donation of
land, donation of $200,000 by Hoffman-
Rosner, and the district's remaining
bonding privileges will enable District
96 to finance a new 30-room school in
Indian Oaks and two 15-room additions
to two existing buildings and to air-co:,-
dition the old scetion of Park View School.

To make this imp possible the citizens
of District 96 'eed to give their approval
at a bodd referendum on Saturday, Aug-
ust 15. The polling hours will be from
noon to 7 p.m.

Voters north of Interstate 55 should
vote at North View School on Briarcliff
Road. Citizens south of Interstate 55
should vote at Park View School located

on Dalhart Avenue near the Hampton
Park Shopping Center.

Affidavits will be used instead of poll
books. On or before August 15 voters
need to be registered voters, residents
of the state for one year, residents of
the county for 90 days, and residents of
the precinct for 30 days.

The referendum will place three pro-
positions before the voters. Proposition
1 seeks voter approval to utilize the
existing bonding p )wer of approximately
$845,000.

Proposition 2 would authorize District
96 to accept the interest-free loan of
$1,700,000.00 from the Illinois School
Building Commission to be paid back
in 16 2/3 years and Proposition 3 would

(Continued on Page 2)
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District 96
(Continued from Page I)

authorize a 10 cents increase in the
building fund rate.

With the operation of all Valley View
District 96 schools on the 45-15 Plan,
the taxpayer will get the equivalent of
4 classrooms for the construction price
of 3 classrooms.

The two schools for which the 15 room
additions are to be constructed are
Brook View School in Bolingbrook and
Ridge View School in Romeoville. These
two school buildings are the newest in
the district. Brook View was finished in
February, 1969 and Ridge View was fin-
ished in September, 1969.

These two buildings are often called
"twin schools" because they are the

(2.

same size and have the same room pat-
tern. The buildings were constructed
small. because the district could not
borrow enough money for additional
roams in 1967.

Enrollment in the Valley Veiw District
96 schools increased 900 per cent be-
tween 1953 and 1960 and increased an-
other 525 per cent between 1960 and the
end of the 1969-70 school year. Beginning
with the present school year the school
district was required to add kindergarten.
Many new housing developments and the
expansion of the present developments in-
dicate over 10,000 pupils by the 1973-
74 school year and over 20,000 pupils
by 1980.

2 Li?
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Valley View
passes three
school issues
ROMEOVILLE A much

needettexiiansion prograin was
assured Saturday when resi-
dents in Valley View School Dis-
trict 96 approved a tax rate in-
crease and a two-part building.
construction proposal.

By a vote. of 591 to 459, voters
approved a 10 cent inarease in
the educational tax rate.

In addition, voters approved a
$1.7 million interest-free loan
from the Illinois School Build- .
ing Commission by a vote of 638
to 408, and also approved by a
vote of 667 to 388 the sale of
$845,000, in bonds for school
building construction.
.he interest-free loan from

the Illinois School Building
Commission will' be paid back
over a 17-year period. The loan
was contingent on the passage
of thesale of $845,000 in bonding
potential for school construc-
tion.

Pat Page, research director,
for the ;district, said approvar6f
the issues will save the school
district $1.2 million in interest
rates.

Voter apprty0ti;Of'lliels-Stie
opens the way for construction
of a new '30400m ;school ,in In
dian Oaks near Bolingbrook and
a 15-room addition at both
Ridge View School ,in Romeo-
vile and Brook Vie* School in
Bolingbrook:.

The 'district willalso .proyide
24 classrooms in the olcrSactiati'2
of Park'. View School with air
conditioning equipment. ClaaS'

..;; rooms in the 'Valley View Dis."
r i c4 schools now operate

throughout the entire year on
the 45-15 Plan.. ..,

Saturday's voter approval
. also opens the: way for accept-.

ante ,of an offer by libffmari
Rossner Co. to donate a $120,000
imprOved site in its Indian Oaks
idevelOpment. and ...to provide
$200,000 tothe district for school
'construction. ssv

Page 1
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Reprinted with permission from the Chicago
Daily News.

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Monday, August 17, 1070

$845,000
in school
bonds OKd

Voters in Valley View School
District 96 in Will County have
approVed a proposed building
program in a three-part refer-
endum.

The vote Saturday' in the dis-
ttict,.,11ead4nOtered in Romeo-

Ville;Vras f011oV/S:

,"Yes", .667 and "no" 388 :1:
on, a pioposal to authorize is- "
suance of $845,000 in bonds.

. "Yes" 638 and "no" 408
oti a.pi.Opipal to accept an in-
terest-10'04On of up. to $1.7
millianliOr#16 Illinois School
Building Corninission.

"Yes". 59I and "no" 459
on a proposal to raise the
building-fund rate 10' cents.

The funds will go to 1Suild a
30classroom building and two
15-room additions in the dis-
trict, which has a school pro-
gram operating 12 month a
year instead of the usual nine.
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redid' future pr hie s
for Romeoville schools

ROMEOVILLE Despite the
passage Saturday of a school
referendum in the Valley View
District school officials are still
trying co solve the problems
growing district brings.

"The referendum was not a
panacea for problems in the fu-
ture," one administrator said.

S h o r t-term problems were
solved when voters in the dis-
trict approved an expinsien pi'o;
gram. Approval was given to
build a 30-room school in the In-
dian Oaks subdivision and add
15 rooms to Ridge View' and
Brooks View schools with a
$1,700,000 interest-free loan from
the Illinois Building Commis-
sion. Utilization of $845,000
worth of bonds alse was ap-
proved along with a 10-cent in-
crease in the building fund.

Working along. with the ex-
pansion program is the 45-15
plan. Tne plan divides the dis-
trict's children into four groups,
who attend school for 45 days

followed by a 15-day vacation on! has been done to alleviate the
a rotating basis. !problem but classes range from

However, according to school ;32 to 40 pupils. Tract B and C
officials, the schools In the dis-Iclasses have between 25 and 32
trict are operating at capacity! pupils.
at the moment and one-fourth of ,1 Ridge View School has a dif-
the district's elementary stn - i ferent problem than Park View.
dents are not yet in school. I Ridge View students come from

"We have approximately 1,330;areas that are still being davel-
students enrolled right now," oped whereas Park View is situ -
tr r n e Shelley, Park View
School principal, said. "Our ca-
pacity is 1,320."

Shelley explained that the 1,-
380 included six sections of kin-
dergartenonly three meet at the 45-E plug alai can get by tile
one time. However, the normal twot years until we will
"capacity" figures are based on have the additional facilities
30 students per classroom and just passed in the special school
teacher. This the maximum

election."
the state recommends. "Keeping ahead of the game"

ated in an established area.
"We have tried to.lte:n ahead

of the game," said school board
prosideni: James Single. "We
got some breathing room with

Ridge View School has a 480
student capacity.

"At last count we had 499 en-
rolled," said Mrs. Lillie Eneix,
Ridge View principal. growth.

According to Mrs. Eneix, "And we have every reason to
Tract A is the heaviest enroll- believe it (growth) will acceler-
:nent-wise. Some transferring ate in the future," he satd.

will be. difficult for the school
district.

Binale said it depaided on the

Children from Tracts A, 13 and C fill bike rack at Park View School



The Beacon

HAPPY

ANNIVERSARY

TO 'A'

This Month marks the
seventh anniversary of pig,
iiteiCoths .faithful .aniipro-
lific political pundit; !A.
Politico', author' of th e
'Hot Line ". This Weeks'
Column is the 203rd sub-
mitted.

. .

'A. Politico', who has
Chosen to. remain annony-
mous, has often presented
views contrary to those
held by the editors. At
duties his offerings have
been downright maddening;
but nevertheless lucid and
interesting.

While many people know,
or think they know, who
our mystery writer is, we
our duty bound not to re-
veal his name in print.

The fact that he has re-
mained anonymous has, at
times caused us igief, but
it has been worth it.

The Beacon has and con-
tinues to welcome articles
of fi controversial nature.'
We do not ask that they.
be views we agree with,
only that 'they be perti-
nent and interestine.

August 19, 1970
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A. Palitite

Less than two months after the implementation of
'the Valley View 43-15 Continuous School Year Plan on
June 30, 1970, residents of the school district had an
excellent opportunity to express their collective dis-
pleasure with the changed system if they so desired.
Lait Saturday, only 4 days after the third of the four
tracks of students had interrupted their normal summer
vacations to go back to school, District 96 went to the
public with a 3-part building referendum. Although
the referendum was only peripherally related to 45-15,
unhappiness with the 45-15 planwould certainly have been
shown by a negative vote, since this is traditionally
the way the public expresses its feeling on any issue.

While the very favorable outcome of the referendum
(an 3 'issues carried by substantial Margins) Cannot be
said to be a particular endorsement of 45-15, it does
show that the communitywas not necessarily immediately
alienated by the Plan, 'which, in reality, has, brought
far reaching changes to everyone's way of life. The
residents are apparently at least adopting await-and-see
attitude as to the merits of year-round schools.

On another subject, we've never been able to get
really excited about alledgx3d violations of the Scarlano
Act--:which restricts the "secret meetings'? of govern-
mental bodies in Illinois. The press typically yells
when village or school officials hold executive sessions
or clbSed Committee meetings. Likewise, these officials
normally become irritated when newspapers imply that
there is. something not so kosher about secret meetings.

Newspapers like to get on their high horse when
anyone attempts to restrict the flow of information to
the public---and they should be indignant about this,

news coverage is the primary protection against
wrongdoing that the Public has. Nevertheless, we feel
that all the legislation in the world can not stop public
officials from privately discussing problems that face
them. How do you differentiate between a secret meet-
ing and a luncheon engagement, for example, when
several village officials get together for a meal and at
'the same time hash over (problems facing their com-
munity. The real solution to the problem,. we feel,
is not legislation (which only forces those involved
to call a secret meeting a private social gathering),
but rather the election of officials who have demon-
Strated that they will work only for the' betterinent
of the community. ; Far better. to have an offiCial that
will fight for the,:-.Public in privsite. than one who will
sell out the community in public.
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ear- ound Schools

B
y Peter N

egronida
M

r. N
egronida is an education w

riter
for T

he T
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"W
hat's so sacred about the nine-

m
onth school year?"
T

hat question has been asked for
years by school

officials
concerned

about the econom
ic w

aste and educa-
tional

inefficiency
of

thousands
of

classroom
s and m

illions of students idle
for

m
ore

than
tw

o
m

onths
every

sum
m

er.
T

he answ
er to their questionand the

factor that has stym
ied m

ost attem
pts

at extending the
school year

to
a

year-round basisis tradition. Sum
m

er,
after all, has alw

ays been vaeation tim
e.

School districts have been trying to
im

plem
ent year-round school plans since

the turn of the century. Som
e have been

designed to save m
oney by staggering

student attendance so m
ore can be

taught in the sam
e facilities; others to

im
prove education by giving the stu-

dents m
ore tim

e in school; and adew
 to

do both.
M

any of the plans failed on their ow
n

shortcom
ings. T

he others foundered on
the rocks of opposition from

 parents,
teachers, and students.

M
ust E

lim
inate O

pposition
T

he elim
ination of opposition m

ust be
a prerequisite to any successful year-
round

school
plan,

w
hether

it
is

undertaken to save m
oney or im

prove
education.

A
 radical new

 plan w
hich seem

s to do

:lust
that has roust em

erged from
 a

surprising place:-
V

alley V
iew

 E
lfilnentary School D

is-
trict in R

om
eovi lie, W

ill C
ounty.

T
he V

a lley V
iew

.; district, one of the
largest in areal,. in the state at 411/2
square. m

iles, got.-into the Y
ear-round

school business only out of: financial
necessity stem

m
ing from

 phenom
enal

enrollm
ent grow

th. In the 17 years
since it w

as form
ed out of six one-room

districts, it has grow
n from

 139 students
to m

ore than 5,000.
A

 constant stream
 of young fam

ilies
m

oving into new
 subdivision hom

es
forced the ,V

alley V
iew

 School B
oard to

build school after school until, by 1968,
its authority to sell construction bonds
w

as used up.

D
ivides C

hildren in 4 G
roups

T
he district needed 60 m

ore class-
room

s this year to take care of expected
enrollm

ent grow
th and to

start the
kindergarten 'program

 required by the
state for 1970, so it w

as obvious that
drastic action w

as required.
T

he alternatives, as outlined by-School
Supt. K

enneth H
erm

ansen, W
ere these:

double shifts, increased class size, or a
year-round

school
plan

that
w

ould
postpone the need for construction by

I educating
the

additional
C

hildren in
existing facilities.

T
he board did not relish either of the

first tw
o, so it chose the third in spite of

the risk and uncertainty involved.
T

he result of that decision m
ade its

debut Jam
e 30 as "T

he 45-15 C
ontinuous

School Y
ear Plan." it divides V

alley

V
iew

's pupils into four groupi, only
three of w

hich attend the district's six
schools at the sam

e tim
eon a staggered

schedule of 45 school days follow
ed by 15

vacation days.
T

o understand the 45-15 plan and how
it w

as conceived, it is necessary to know
w

hat kinds of precedents V
alley V

iew
officials had to w

ork w
ith

M
ost previous year-round school plans

have been built around the .Septem
ber-

to -June school calendar that has been
standard thruout- the country for 50
years.

T
he m

ajor variations:-.
O

 T
he trim

ester plan. It- shortens the
existing tw

o sethesters just enough to fit
a third-, oneof equal length into the
sum

m
er vacation period. It cam

be used
to save m

oney if tw
o-thirds of the pupils

are
forced -to

attend
the sum

m
er

trim
ester and take one of the other tw

o
off, or to im

prove education if sum
m

er
attendance is optional so that pupils can
take m

ore courses.
T

he 12-4 plan, also called the con-
secutive quarter plan. It extends the
school year for all pupils, w

ho attend
four 12-w

eek quarters in a row
 follow

ed
by only a four-w

eek vacation before the
next cycle starts. N

ot aim
ed at: saying

m
oney, it provides for accelerated or

m
ore intensive education.
T

he 4-quarter plan, also called the
staggered quarter plan. It redivides the
tw

o .sem
esters of the usual school year

into three quarters, and adds a fourth in
the sum

m
er. It can be used to save

. m
oney if three-fourths of the students

m
ust attend the sum

m
er quarter and

take one of the other three off, or to
im

prove education if attendance at the
sum

m
er quarter is optional in addition

to the other three.
T

he 10.3 plan. It is a recent adapta-
tion of other system

s, w
ith pupils at-

tending four 10w
eek term

s w
ith three-

w
eek vacations betw

een. It can be used
only on a com

pulsory basis, to give
children m

ore class:tim
e, because three.

of the four term
s fall shO

rt' of the usual
180.day school year.

T
he C

ost M
ay B

e H
igher

W
hen year-round school plans

are
geared to give pupils a better education;
they inevitably cost m

ore m
oney than

the conventionalschool year. In spite of
- that, several localities

have tried O
r w

ill
try O

ne plan or another:
A

tlanta and surrounding F u 1 t on
C

ounty,' G
a.; have heen on an optional

4-quarter system
 ;for. tw

o. years on the
theory that It provides m

ore education
for

the
added

C
04t.-

It
has

w
on

accePtance, and_W
ill tie continued..!

L
odisville and Surrounding Jefferson

C
ounty,:;K

y.,.aclopted the sam
e kind of

:plan for:iniplertientation inthe next year
or tw

o. O
fficials hope for som

e savings
to offset added costs if enough students
elect to attend the tum

m
er quarter and

take one of the others off.
.

O
ne elem

entary school in H
ayw

ard,
C

al., has been on the 10-3 system
 for tw

o

T
urn to page 3, please
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Continued from page 1

years; with encouraging results in
student performance.

The major advantage of 10-3 over
other plans is elimination of learning
loss. That is the tendency of students to
forget things over a long vacation, which
forces teachers to spend excessive time
on review.

Where the goal of a year-round school
plan, has been to save money by
postponing or avoiding construction of
inure schools, the plan has usually run
into enough opposition to prevent im-
plementation.

Few parents want their children in
school during the traditional summer
vacation period and out for three months
in fall, winter, or spring. And few school
officials have.. been able.to cope with the
added administrative burden of making
and maintaining p,Compulsory staggered

.

schedule.
With that record of failure before

avoided by offering a wide choice of
contracts: anything from 180 days on
the same schedule as one of the student
groups to 244 days with only one
vacation.

Overcome Major Obstacles
"Year-round school has failed in the

past because of lack of public support
and administrative inability to handle
scheduling," said James R. Gove,
assistant superintendent and project
director. "Today we can say 'hogwash'
to both."

The adoption of 45-15 gives Valley
View a breather from its space problem,
but anticipated enrollment growth 'to
more than 20,000 by 1980 means that
many more school buildings will be
needed.

Yea rIMP

0 I

ou d

them, Valley View school officials had to
start almost at the beginning if they
hoped to succeed.

It's Almost All New
The only features of earlier plans they

incorporated were division of students
into four groups for staggered attend-
ance, and short attendance and vacation
periods to minimize opposition and
learning loss.

Pat Page, the district's research
director, spent weeks drawing up
schedules until he arrived at one with a
cycle of nine weeks of classes and three
weeks of vacation.
But even that proved impractical,

because the uneven pattern of holidays
thru the year made some attendance
periods shorter than others.

The only solution, he and other
officials found, was to junk the notion
that school should start on Monday and
end on Friday. Their final plan is based
on school days-45 in class and 15 on

Indeed, even before implementing
45-15, the School Board decided it would
need a tax rate increase, a bond issue:
and an interest-free 'loan from the
Illinois School Building Commission for
one newbuilding and two additions
totaling 60 rooms.

In putting their proposals before the
voters, officials said that the 60

classrooms needed under 45-15 would
have been 80 if the district were still on
a traditional calendar.

The three propositions came up this
month, and were passed by margins
ranging up to almost 2 to 1. Elated
officials interpret the result as a vote of
confidence in 45-15.

The federal government also has
confidence in 45-15 as a promising
venture, backing it with a $43,000 grant
to finance a 10-year study of costs and
educational benefits.

In addition, dozens of other school
districts have inquired about the plan,

vacationeven if a term begins or ends
on a Wednesday. Thus each attendance
period has exactly 45 days, and four
periods a year add up to the required 180
school days.

Attendance of the loni'groims is stag-
gered at intervals of 15 school days,
so that group A, which started 45:15 on
June 30, ends its first 45 days in class
just in time for group D to start. Group
A's 15-day vacation ends when group B
finishes its 45 days in class, and so forth.

Another problem solved at Valley
View was dividing children into groups
so that brothers and neighbors are all
on the same schedule.

Officials took a house-by-house census
and then created four equal groups
along geographic Iines. Brothers and
neighbors go to school at the, same time,
but they may go to different schools in
order to balance class sizes among the
schools. . .

Possible t e a c, h e r opposition was

including-some in the Chicago area viiith
the same financial woes.

So far, 45-18 is in operation in only one
other placethe Francis Howell Ele-
mentary School District in St. Char14
Mo. Surprisingly, tho, Valley View 'and
Howell developed their plans hide-
pendently, and neither knew what tho
other was' doing until Howell begin
year-round operation in one school on an
experimental basis in the summer' 'of
1969.

Nobody claims that 45-15 is
answer to the year-round school clues:,
tion. Valley View-Sehool Supt. Henna:
sen said it was "just the way we decidM
to solve our particular problem."

The 45-15 system would probably be an
administrative nightmare in any school.
district as large as Chicago or even
Rockford, but a majority of the districts
in the state are comparable in size 'and'
financial situation to Valley View.

And for those districts, 45-15 is an
approach that is well worth looking had:
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Christmas, a week at Easter, and a period of five to nine
class days in July are designated as school closing times.
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Valley View

All
classes
working

By Diane Monk

Some of the kids still say they'd prefer not
to go to school at all, but educators rate the
first two months of year-round classes in
Valley View School District 96 as an un-
qualified success.

"In fact, it's going so smoothly that we're
scared," said Kenneth Hermansen, superin-
tendent of the Will County school district,
which began operating on a year-round sched-
ule last June 30.

The Valley View plan, dubbed "45-15,"
eliminates long summer vacations and re-
places them with four 45-day class sessions,
each followed by a three-week vacation.
School also closes during Christmas week,
Easter week and for at least one week in
July.

'IL OFFICIALS have received almost
tic kslaints from parents or teachers about
th ar-round plan, says James R. Gave, an
ass. cant superintendent.

But Tracy Howe, a fourth grader at the
district's Park View School, told a reporter:

"You can't play much football with things
this way, and I don't like it.

"You really can't do anything at all with 15
days off in the middle of winter."

I

THE DISTRICT'S 40,000 residents got their
first chance to react to the plan last Satur-
day, when a three-part referendum was held
on a school building program. Voters ap-
proved all three proposals, including one for
the issuance of $845,000 in bonds.

Grove said taxes in the elementary dis-
trict, which feeds pupils to the Lockport
Twp. high schools, went up 15 times because
the number of cihildren in the schools kept
growing.

When the district was ,formed 17 years ago,
there were only 200 pupils. Now there are 6,-
800 students attending the district's five ele-
mentary schools and one junior high school.

The 411/2-square-mile district includes two
villages,. Bolingbrook and Romeoville, where
the district is headcfuartered. Eight per cent
of the district is unincorporated.

BY ADOPTING THE year-round school
plan, the district gained the equivalent of two
30-room buildings without spending a penny
on construction.

The students now are divided into four
groups, three of which attend 45-day sessions
simultaneously. Classrooms no longer stand
empty during the summer months.

The district's operating costs have not in-
creased, but its teachers now have the oppor-
tunity to work all year and thus make more
money, and 67 per cent of. Valley View's fac-
ulty decided to teach year-round this year.

Gove said Valley View's is the only coin-
pulsory, year-round school plan now being op-
erated on a districtwide basis in the United
States.

"It's a good answer to the problem of too
many taxes and too few classrooms," said
Jan Crockett, a year-round kindergarten
teacher at Park View School.

Mrs. Virginia Trent, who has three children
in Valley View elementary schools, said she
liked the year-round plan because ,the kids
always got so bored in the summer."



Joliet, Illinois, Tuesday, September 1, 1970

Valley View opens
enrollment center
ROMEOVILLE The Val-

ley View Elementary School
District has opened an enroll-
ment center to simplify the
procedbre by which new resi-
dents of the schc3I district can
enroll their children.

This school district, espe-
cially in the Village of Romeo-
vile and in the Village of Bo-
lingbrook, is a very rapidly
growing area. New families
literally move in every day.
By having an enrollment cen-
ter, new families eh:1 get in-
formation about the school
district and the specific school
assignments for their children
in one trip.

Valley View schools offer
grades kindergarten through
eighth in six schools. The
school district, one of the larg-
est elementary school districts
in area in the state, covers.
411/2 square miles.

The enrollment center pre,
pares the cumulative folders
and the health records for
each child, thereby saving
clerical time and insuring that
the records are complete.

All public elementary school
Children attend classes under
the Valley View 45-15 contin-
uous school year plan. Chil-
dren are assigned to an at-
tendance schedule according
to the area in which they live.

The children attend 45 class
days and then have a 15 class
day vacation. This gives all
children a vacation at Easter,
a vacation at Christmas, a va-
cation at the 4th. of July, and a
three week vacation in each of
the four seasons of the year.
So far this scheduling plan has
saved the school district six

million dollars in building con-
struction costs.

As a result of the 45-15 con-
tinuous school year plan, each
child participates in a wide
range of activities both in and
out of school and better use is
made of valuable school facil-
ities and resources.

All new families get a copy
of the 45-15 calendar and a
careful explanation of how the
plan works. In addition, all
new families get a copy of an
18 page "Fact Book for Par-
ents" which gives information
about the school district and
the community.

Builders and land devel-
opers are particularly inter-
ested in the enrollment center
because it makes for a smooth
entrance for the family into
the community.

Mrs. Marlene Capps is the
registrar. The phone number
of the enrollment center is 838-
8762. It is located at West
View Junior High School at
the corner of Belmont Drive
and 135th Street in Romeoville.
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New law makes fulls-year
school plan feasible

By Illinois Bar Association
Summer-long vacations may

Soon be a thing of the past for
same school pupils in Illinois.

A new state law makes it eas-
,igth;for local school boards to

t full-year school plans
at least one Illinois school

111 1

district already has taken that
step. .

The idea is not to sr,:. .1 up the
educational process, 31.1t to
make more efficient use of
school facilities, employ teach-
ers for a longer-working period,
reduce class sizes and, in some

cases, eliminate the need for
double sessions.' The plan may
also provide relief for the tax-
payers since it could reduce la
cal school construction require-
ments.

The law allows school boards
a great deal of latitude in devel-

oping full-year school schedules.
The main requirement is that
each student shall attend classes
for not less than 180 days nor
more than 185 days during a 12-
month period, including not
more than four teaCherinstitute
days.

Local school districts adopting
the plan must submit a calendar
of 180-day school terms for ap-
proval by. the State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction. One
such plan, adopted by,the Valley
View School District in Will
County, Is the so-called 45-15 ar-

rangement. Students are divided
into four groups, with each
tending school for '45 continuous
school daYs followed by .15

school days off. Starting dates
are staggered so that only three
groups attend' school at any one
time. Al] the, pupils are out of

school on legal holidays and an
effort is made to keep children
from the same family on the
same schedule.

Under the law teachers may
not be required to teach more
than 185 days during the school
year but they are not prohibited
from voluotarilY teaching for
longer periods.

The new law (Senate Bill 1458)
is an amendment to the old full-
year school law. The latter
allowed school districts to oper-
ate schools on a 12-month calen-
dar by dividing a 235-day school
term into quarters. It provided
that 75 per cent of the pupils en-
rolled in each grade had, to be in
attendance during each quarter.

J


