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A3STRACT
This 2~week unit uses visuals of a recent space wvalk

as the tesis for an introductory study of the nature of language, The
aims of rhe unit are (1) to saow pupils how lanquage operates, (2) to
stimulate awareness of the importance of basic language skills, (3)
to develor an incieesed desire an uzing lanquage efiectively, and (4}
to acquaint teacher and pupils with the needs, interests, and English
abilities of the class. The rfirst day's study begins with the writing
of alternatives to Neil Arastrong'!s "Great leap fo- wankind" speech.
This is fcllowed by a study of the wording ot the plaque left on the
moon by the crew orf Rpollo 11 and culminated in role playiiy by

udents of the first American landing on M..rs. In following lessons,
..cudents study the role ot persona and audience in written
conposition, write their own rcactions to space travel, and do
exercises dealing with appropriateness in lanquage usage. (DD)
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Dl'HI.\'(: THE FIRST two weeks of the termy the teacher tries to

establish with the class a [rame of reference for the work that

will e done during the year, This procedure is especiallv inpor-
tant in the case of slower and reluctant learners who srenerally Tack
incentive and rationale for studs ing Fuglish.

The pupils should Le led to sec some purposes for their Eng-
lish work through their nnderstanding of the nature of the Eagoage
and how it operates. Mach tine shonld he spent, os well, on ke
ingr the pupils aware of theiv need to develop their abilitios to use
langoage effectively: mu ch opportunity, therelore, should be pro-
vided Tor gencrallyaimceensored oral and written eapression.

I this anit detailed suggestions e provided for the first day’s
fesson to indicate reconmiended procedores and direction. Other
activitios folow that may vy in length and operation according to
the abilitios and interests of the pupils involved. Al activitios we
suggestive in matore and are designed to fither the development
ol the folloveing unit aims:

Lo To show papils how Linunage cperates —that there is a need for
lanwgnage eapression and the expression is deteamizned by the
prrpose, sitoation, and andience,

2. To stimatate on the paat of the popils an awareness of the i.a-
portance of hasic Langaage shitls,

3. To develop in the pupils adesite o inerease in their ahility to
use Lnenaee clfectively.
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4. To acquaint boili the teacher and the pupils with some of the
needs, interests, and English abilities of the class.

First Day (To give pupils an opportunity to express themiselves and

to begin to indicate to them that i asocial situation communication

takes place in different ways by difterent people for ditferent pur-
poses.)

Introductory

1. Teacher shows overhead transparency picture of the moon
(from recent space walk experience) and asks pupils to look at it
for about 30 seconds and be ready to tell the first thing that
comes to their minds,

o Several pupils are asked for their immediate reactions —
“What did you think or feel when vou saw the picture?”
o Teacher lists some responses on the board.

2. Teacher recalls for class that when Neil A Armstrong on July
20, 1969 on the Apollo 1D mission took his first step on the moon
he said, “That's one small step for maa, one great leap for man-
kind.” The teacher asks pupils what they think Mr. Annstrong
meant by the remark.

The discussion should lead to speculation about what Col.
Aldrin might have said.

3. Teacher asks pupils to imagine themselves in shoes of Mr.
Arnistramg and Coloael Aldrin and what they'd say when they
stepped on the mooa. The pupils complete the following:

"Ax he stepped anta the moon, Colonel Aldrin said ... "

o Some pupils write their sentences on the board while the
rest do so i their seats,

o Baand sentenees are noted and several more are heard to see
how many different ideas there are. Teachor identifies dif-
ferent responses by listing on the hoaids
Colonel Aldvin 21" =~ — - "

Colonel Aldrin #2° — - — — — — "
Colonel Alhin #37 — — — - — - "

He helps pupils reach the conclusion that different people
eapress themscelves in different ways,
Development

1. The teacher shows a picture of the American flag and plague
that lad been placed on the woon and seminds the class that the

4
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plaque reads as follows: “Here men from the planet Earth first

set foot upon the moon, July 1969 A.D. We came in peace forall

of mankind.”

¢ Pupils are asked why a plaque would be [eft, They shouid b
Jed to see that a written message can stand as a record of the
time and place when the event took place.

o It canalso indicate to others who read the plague or hear what
was written that this country felt was important to say apon
the occasion: “We came in peace for all of inaukind .07

¢ Class is led to speculate on why people in our government
wanned to moke such astatement:

Who might have composed it? For what purpose?
Who did they figure would read it? (on moon and all over
the world in newspapers, TV, ete.)

Pupils shiould begin to see that ainguuge use depends upon the

speaker, the andienee, and purpose for use.

US —————— “Message — — — — ~ = Other Countries
(Purpose?) of the worldl

. Teacher shows latest picture of Mars and asks what NASA has

beer: daing to bring these pictares to us, He also indicates that

VP Agnew Lad said after the moon walk in July that hie thinks

Mars might well be neat,

e Pupils are asked to imagine that they are the astropauts who
are to land on Mars.,

Three pupils are selected to act as astronants who, after five
months of traveling to Mary, get set to explore Mars, One stays
on the connmand modute and the other two walk o the planet.
They are asked to prepare for the landing and their walk,

The rest of the elass is assigned to write a couple of sentences
to go on the plaque that the three astronauts will leave on Mars
when they play their parts.

Culminating Activities

1. Several placque statements are heard and one is selected for the

astronants to use for the play. The teacher indicates that he's in-
terested in reading all the plaque statements and collects them
for use the neat day.

Pupils role play the Mars walk. They use the plaque statement
in their act.
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Second and Third Days

Suggested Activities

1. Teacher reads alond some of the pupils’ statements of what

might go on the Mary’plaquee and comments on how interesting
he has found them to be.
He distributes a dittoed sheet containing several statenients.
Pupils are encor raged to explain their statements. Other pupils
are encouraged to commment and ask guestions. The gquestions
discussed “Are these appropriate statements for the govern-
ment of the United States to make for the entire warld to read?
\Why?”

2, Teacher points out that no two statements are exactly alike.
This is normal since cach was composed by a different person.
The statements are similar but not identical,

3. Pupils examine a list of statements that might Le made about
moon and space exploration. They try to decide who might he
expected to make cach statement by matching statement with
the following people: (a) teacher, (b) mother, (¢} child, (d) old
man, (e) artist, () haseball plaver, () politician, (h) scientist,
(i) snecesstal business man, () clergsyman,

Statcments
1. Now we'l kunow whatkind of cheese the moon is made of.
2. That's great! They're real he-men!
3. Thix certaindy proves the strength of our wreat country and
that we're spending our money properly.

Boy, I bet Teould hita ball pretty far on the moon,

I'wonder how it will he to raise children on the imoon.

6. 1t just shows what people can do if they read Looks, study

hard, and keep working.

- Who would helieve when 1 was growing np that people

some day would travel in space?

8. This helps to prove the well founded equation of E=MC?,

9. Honly this heauty conld he captured forever.

[0, Leot's hope the nations of the world will be stimalated to live

together in peace and brotherhood.

o -

4. Pupils are led to see that we eapeet eeitain responses from cer-
tain people. Just as the pupiis’ own statements were somewhat
different, these statements woild be quite different becanse
of the prople wmaking them (age, sex, education, experience,

kind of work .. ).
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3. Pupils role play by acting the paurt of an inquiring reporter and
specified people.
“Mr._____ should space exploration be continued?”
ad Miss Brown, teacher

b) Dr. Fred Surgeon, head of hospital

¢) Mrs. L. Lewis, social worker

d) Mr. J. Vladmir, a Russian citizen

¢) Professor A. Secker, scientist

D Mr. Buck Taxis, business nam

Pupils note responses to judge whether the statements made

cerrespond to the people making them.

Fourth Duy
1. In order to indicate how different people have veacted to space
exploration —

* Show transparencies of cartoons from Dick Tracy comie strip.
The cartoonist reacted this way to the idea of space explora-
tion. (" Moon Maid,” cte))

o Ask class iFanyone knows the name of a person who used his
imagination over 100 years ago and wrote books about space
exploration: Jules Verne, From the Earth to the Moon (1865)
Portions may he read.

¢ Play record of sound track to Space Odyssey or Claire de
Luve: (Can you tell by listening to the music something about
how Debussey felt?)

o Have pupils read a reporter’s rewspaper account of a mis-
sion.

Whonight be writing? For whom? For what purpose?
2. Pupils should be helped ina summary to see that prople react
in different ways to different situations for a variety of reasons.
Who? Why?
a) Repoter To tell what
happened (fnform)

For whom?
Newspaper, radio
TV audicuces

1) Composer To eapress his mood — Music
about moon and space  listeners

¢) JulesVerne To imagine in story Book
formwhatmightoccur, readers

> Cartoonist

Toentertain
To entertain

<«

Comic strip
TeaGers
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Fifth Day (in which pupils are asked their reactions to space travel

I

for themselves)
A contest is simulated in which pupils are asked to discuss and
then to write on either topic:
¢ For a number of reasons, I'd like to he the fivst pupil from
school # _ to go to the moon.
+ For a number of reasons, T would not like to he the first pupil
fromschool # ___ _ __to go to the moon.

With the writing of the above paregraphs by the pupils, the
teacher is in a position to begin introducing some writing jm-
provement work. The desirability of writing for a particular pur-
pose and andience continues to he stressed.

Sixth and Seventh Days

1

184

6.

Have some reading of “contest paragraphs” to see how many
reasons are given for wanting or not wanting to ¢o to the moon,
Project a successful Linding on Mars in which it is discovered
that peaple there speak English as we do (Anazingl). Have
pupils choose apmopriate respenses or statements according to
audience.

Examle:
Which of the following speeches would you make to a city
nmavor on Mars? To a teenager?
- Geuw, this is real cool, '
—Sir, I am very nch impressed by vour life here.

Bring pupils hack to carth to note that we have problems of

Linguage choices right here inthe United States. Use the follow-

ing exercises to point up concept of app.opriateness in langnage
®

use.

. Conduct short drills on common usage errors such as (did, done)

(seen, saw) which may have heen shown on pupils” papers orn
their speech.

Begin writing improvement work with one problem only that
manifested itself on the compositions.

Help pupils set a few limited goals for language work during the
vear

CEACicises naed by permission of Globe Book Co.
publishiers, Journcys in English, Book 11

"Fxercises in Amevicun Usage”
and "The Usr of Lanpuape)
veleoted Lo TRIG vorre-
duction owlng to copavignt
vestrictione,



