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AESTHETIC THEORY AND LINGUISTIC INVESTIGATION

PREFACE

This paper is written in the belief that education is
fundamentatly the symbolic exploration of experience, that sym-
bolic exploration occurs in the two modes discursive and non-
discursive, that the two roles of composer and interpreter are
essentially the same in that they require similar if not identical
skills, and that a. investigation of language has direct impli-
cations for the child as composer-interpreter since language
is the primary symbolism of discourse and the only material of
the major art form of poesis. The English curriculum is at root
an English language curriculum: the study of the language of
literature, the language of informative writing, the language of
speech, and so forth. A4s such, it purports to be a curriculum
of study which educates children in the full range of linguistic
forms which they need to explore the phenomena of the world
around them and the world within themselves. Thus any teacher
who wishes to help children learn better how to symbolically
explore their experience must underc%and the nature of symbolic
activity and the ways of inquiring into the nature of symbolic
products. This understanding entails a knowledge of the con-
nections between the linguistic properties of discourse and
poesis (or at least a way of pursuing that knowledge). For
children in the course of manipulating symbols do need help in
extending their native capacities and can prcfit from an in-
sightful inquiry into the characteristics ¢f the symbolic in-
struments they employ.

This paper therefore is an attempt to explore the con-
nections between linguistic inquiry and the art theory of Susanne
Langer in the hope that a better understanding can be provided
for the teaching of literary art as cne product of linguistic
composition. The format of the paper includes an introduction
which sets forth the theoretical bases of thirc paper's educational
perspective; and a series of exemplary inguiries into the lin-
guistic properties of poetry, inquiries which are suggestive
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, of a style of linguistic investigation potentially helpful to

| children engaged in composition or interpretation of poesis.

{ This writer believes that such investigations have direct impli-
cations for discursive -cmposition and interpretation as well,

: but these are left fo.- he reader to discover.

The writer wishes to acknowledge the contributions of
Professor L. Jane Stewart, a member of the Project Staff. A
E perscn who understands literature and the art theory of Susanne
Langer and who has made the connectioans between that theory and
her own teaching, Professor Stewart provided extremely helpful
} criticism and suggestions, which were included in this paper.
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INTRODUCTION: THE SYMBOLIC EXPLORATION

OF EXPERIENCE

Aside from some physical skills and some perceptual skills,
all important learning about experience depends on symbols. From
the symbol system of language, to that of mathematics, %o the
unique symbols of art, the power of symbols ts the powar of
human thought. Once we understand the two basic modes »f sym-
bolism (discursive and non-discursive) and the scope of ex-
perience which is symbolically explorable, we will have a rational
basis for education and curriculum. Since the English curriculum
encompasses the two modes of symbolism in language and literary
art, it can be viewed as one instance of a theory of human
education which is essentially the symbelic exploraticn of
experience.

The term exploration was carefully chosen becaute it refers
to a process which subsumes the activities of reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and thinking; and these are the activities
which, if related in a systematic way to a concept of education,
are essential to the cognitive growth of any human be:ng. In
reality, the above list of activities is somewhat misleading since
thinking is not a parallel and separate process from the others;
rather it holds an intimate connection to them. Perhaps each is
a form of thinking; and thought unembodied in any of these
external forms may be silent speech.

Symbolic was chosen because it refers to the highest and
most powerful type of cognitive activity. 1In its two modes, the
discursive and non-discursive, it refers to the cognition mani-
fested in all scientific (and pseudo-scientific) and all artistic
activities.

Experience simply refers to all that is knowable: the
objects and events in the world and the life feelings we have
as living organisms, no more or lzss than the physicul or imagi-
native products which result from human activity. As such, a
pet, a dream, a national crisis, a painting or a po2nn, or ever ~

7
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word or sentence is a particular piece of our experience, though
all of them are not on the same level of abstraction. What is
important is not that we explore a pet cr a poem or both, but that
we know how to 2oxplore both. The child must know the nature of
the thing to be explored and the process{es) by which it is
explorable. The refinement or actualization of this knowledge
through the exercise of symbolic activities is education.

A pergon lives in a chaotic environment in which lLie is
constantly lLombarded by sensory data from outside and inside his
tody. His education or self-actualization is a continuing process
of organismic interaction with that environment from birth to
death. As Bruner indicates, the first cognitive system employed
by the organism is the enactive (1, p. 11). Enactive learning is
characterized by the acquisition of physical skills, involving
motor coordination. Behaviorist theory, dependent on the simple
mechanistic view of serial stimulus-response operations, is most
appropriate in describing this type of learning.

The second cognitive system is the iconic (1, p. 11). The
represenlatior. of reality in the iconic mode is, as Bruner says,
"principally governed by principles of perceptual organization
and by cconomical transformations in perceptual organization
+ « « techniques for filling in, completing, extrapolating" (1,
p. 11), He goes on to state that Gestalt psychology provides the
most accurate account of this type of learning since it is "based
s0lidly upon the analysis of the naive phenomenology of experience
and the manner in which perception and memory are linked by the
rule of phenomenal similarity" {1, p. 18), Both the cnactive and
iconic modes function at higheir levels in ways complex and as yet
unknown. (In taking up the art symbol we shall return to specu-
lation §bout the relationship between the iconic and the symbolic
in art.

The last level of representation is the symbolic, whose
principle manifestation is language. Art is another mode of
symbolization. Langer has defined a symbol as "any device
whereby we are enabled to make an abstraction" (2, p. xi). The
power of abstraction then is & means for dealing systematically
with the external and internal world. Furthermore she &ays,
"Formulation, revresentation, abstraction: these are the
characteristic functions of symbols" (2, pp. 376-77). Symbols
give the world presentable form.

Now we can define education more specifically as t{he
2licitation of the enactive, iconic¢, and symbolic potentials
within a child through the exerciss of their respective mecha-
nisms. Since these levels of cognitive operation are natural--
evolving to some extent by our just being alive and interacting
with the world--the role of education must be farilitutive rather

RIC
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than agentive. That is, formal education should provide the
widest possible range of opportunities for the child to exercise
nd actualice his inherent abilities. However, opportunity

does not entail coercion. Each child has different potentials

in each mode of cognitive functioning and each child's respective
potentials will differ in their level of reallzation at any
particular time. Furthermore, every child has a unique set of
past experiences and therefore a unique set of present-future
experiences which are relevant to him. The three variables of
potential in each mode, level of realization, and passi{ experience
are therefore critically determining factors in any education
process; and the child, more than anyone else, must e the source
of his own direction, for the answer to what is best for him is
in him uniquely. Clearly we can conclude that as he has done
from birth each child must direct most of his own education,
given a »ich source of carefully selected opportunities to do so.
In this way he can effectively explore i"is own experience and

the experiences of others through their appropriate objectifi-
cation. (It is only through the conscicus apperception of the
objectified, symbolized, thoughts of others that we are able to
think or imagine beyond our own limited experience.)

While this apparent "permissjveness" may be construed as
a claim that education will occur in large measure independently
of schools and teachers, it cunnot be misunderstood to rule out
what Friedenberg calls a responsibility for clarity: ''Regardless
of the uses to which any society may put its schools, education
has an obligation that transcends its own social function and
soclety's purposes. That obligation is to clarify for its
students the meaning of their experience of life in their
society" (3, p. 75).

Clarity has two preivequisitas: careful formulation and
systematization. Experience must be given form and that form
examined for audcquacy. The formed experience, perhaps the form
alone, can then be fitted into some larger structure which
provides relational significance} this is theory construction.
Each child's set of structures may well be unique, but it is not
the exact nature of the structures thail is as important as the
experience of structure-making itself. That is, the precise
manner and mcde in which experience is formulated into a structure
and what the end-product is like are less important than the
effect on the child of learning how to make structures. This
learning how occurs from the child's engaging in the process of
formulating, experiencing an evolving and finally complete
structure of his own making, and reeing how that structure fits
into larger and larger structures of his own or others' making.
(This point will be considered furthe. in the context of literary
art and literary art education.)

192
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What are symbols? What effects do they have on their users?
We know that the internal ana external phenomena which impinge
on the senses of a person have meaning and form far beyond the
selectivity imposed by the limitations of the sense organs them-
selves. We know, in other wordsa, that the human mind gives chape
to the world. Langer says that the symbolism of language

breaks up what William James called the 'blooming,
buzzing confusion' of sense perception into units
and groups, events and chains of events~~things and
relations, causes and effects. All these patterns
are imposed on our experience by language. We think,
as we speak, in terms of objects and their relations.

(4, pp. 70-71)
Elsewhere she says:

We observe and hold in mind essentially what is
""'speakable'. . . . The formulation of thought by
language, which makes every person a member of a
particular society, involves him more deeply with

his own people than any '"social attitude' or *'community
of interests" could do . . . . Whatever brute fact

may be, our experience of it bears the stamp of
language. (2, p. 220)

Here the emphasis is on the effects of language on our perceptions,
on our processing of input data. Like a theory in science, it
imposes an interpretational form or s%ructure on the pre-con-
ceptual, pre-verpal data; and that structure perforce ignores

scme data while clarifying and relating the rest.

Elsewhere we find proportionate emphasis on the effects of
language on output data: behavior. For example, Bruner says,
"Language, in short, provides an internal technique for pro-
gramming our discriminations, our behavior, our forms of aware-
ness'" (1, pp. 105-9), Moreover, in referr.ng to our capacity to
mentally manipulate reality, he indicates that "the way of
language in knowing is the most powerful means we have for
performing transfcrmation on the world, for transmuting its
shape by recombination in the interest of possibility"(1, p. 109);
and '"the combinatorial or productive property of language is an
invitation to take experience apart and put it back together
again in new ways'" (1, p. 105).

Certainly our own experience in routinely "thinking out"
alternate behaviors in a given situation--weighing their relative
merits, consequences, and requirements-.-is confirmation of the
role of language in shaping our behavior. Other examples are
easily found in the positive or negative reinforcement in what

10
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others say about us. Extensive research indicates tlat being
told what we will find in some situation virtually assures our
finding it even in the face of its absence (5), Psychotherapists
know well both the impact of the verbal experience of a child in
a home where parents are rejecting and the counterinfluence which
can prevail in a verbally supportive therapy situation. The
extent of the influence of language can be seen in the patient's
verbal repetition (sometimes over long periods) of a formed
event which is the source of much of his anguish., This extent
may e¢ven be seen in the subsequent alleviation of that anguish,
for it seems as if the person, by giving form to his experiencs,
has made it manipulable and finally psychologically manageable.

Paul Goodman describes orgaric and creative speech as
follows:

(a) . . . speech [}s] . « « the shaping expression

of pre-verbal needs and experiences, by which a speaker
first discovers what he is thinking. Such speech
cannot be entirely pre-~thought snd controlled; it is
spontaneous.,

(b) . . . speech {is the act of] « « « personally
initiating something by launching into an environment
that is ualike oneself. Initiating, one presunes
there is no consensus; otherwise why bother speaking?

{(c) Most important of all, . . . speech [is] .« o s
dialogue between persons committed to the conver-
sation--or between a person and a subject-matter in
which he is absorbed. This results in change of
persons because of the very act of speaking . . . .
Speaking is a way of making one's identity, of losing
oneself with others in order to grow. It depends

not on prior consensus with the others, but on trust
of them. (6, pp. 78-79)

One interesting feature of these remarks is that they could

apply as well to reading, writing, and listening. Tho reader who
genuinely enters the work he is reading, who opens himself to it,
discovers the thought in it; he believes the thought to be new,
else why read? Likewise, the writer discovers as he writes what
he is thinking and he has an audience for that formed thought even
if it is only himself. Perhaps the writer must always be the
first audience in such creative '"thinking" since he has to try to
perceive the work as if he were the audience in order to validate
it. Furthermore, Goodman's emphasis is clearly on the emotional-
psychological aspects of human speech, both intrapersonal and
interpersonal. It is verbal communion to which he refers:
"pragmatic, communal, poetic,. . . heuristicn (6, p. 79).

11
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Traditionally the English curriculum with its emphasis on
reading, writing, listening, and speaking has offered the greatest
potential of any area as a vehicle through which children
might explore their experience and the experience of others.
However, if it has given the student an opportunity to engage in
these activities, such opportunity has rarely been in a context
of the full scope and depth of his own experience or the relevant
experience of others. Neither has it provided a balanced and
knowledgeable approach to each separate activity. (For example,
one need only reflect on how much talking the teacher does at the
expense of the children's opportunity to speak, read, and write.)
In fact, it is often the case that precisely the life content
and the cognitive activities which are most '"realistic" and useful
for each child are viewed as outside the curriculum. At a time
when he most needs uew fcrms for his experience, to understand
his past and direct his future, he finds in their place content
and activities tha! are irrelevant, vacuous, and distorted. The
language he studies is artificial textbook language, approached
through inadequate and vague grammars which his intuitions recog-
nize as false; and the literature he studies is often unrelatabdble
to his life. He will probably report that poetry seems foreign,
unnatural, difficult, and even repulsive.

Given a view of education in which the child's 1ife content,
potentialities, and stages of development must be crucial in
determining what is done and how it is done, we must view the
symbolism of language and the symbols of art not as the content
of study but primariiy as instruments, as the modes in which
children explore ot¥: c¢entent. Their first need is to give form

to their experieace . to know the experience of others through
symbols and to expe;. * 3ynbols in order to explore the possi-

bilities of form. (nly if a 3irect examination of symbols gua
symbols furthers the child*s .:e of them in formulating and
perceiving experience can sucn &n activity be justified. It
should never occur as the primary exercise, never occur out of
sight of experience. A logic of symbolic forms does not bulong
in the schools.

An examination and refinement of forned-experience through
symbolic manipulation and the acquisitiun of new forms of thought
is the same natural process which occurs during the normal growth
of the human organism. Bruner says of mental growth:

1. Q@rowth is characterized by increasing independence
of response from the immediate nature of the stimulus.
e « o« Ui.e., increasing symbolic mediaticn}

2. Qrowth depends upon internalizing events into a
"storage sysvem' that corresponds to the environment.
.« « « (i.e., acquisition or unfolding >f new and more
complex symbols)

o 12
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3. Inteliectual growth involves an increasing
capacity to say to oneself and others, by means of
words or symbols, what one has done or what one will
do. + .+ & (1.e., increasing capacity to manipulate
symbols)

4., Intellectual development depends upon a syotematic
a2nd contingent interaction between a tutor and a
learner. « . (i.e., as a field for manipulation and
a source of new symbols)

9. Teaching ig vastly facilivated by the medium of
language, which ends by being not only the medium

of exchange but the instrument that the learner can
then use himself in bringing order to the environment.
« « o ti.e., language as one kind of symbol system)

6. Intellectual development is marked by increasing
capacity to deal with several alternatives simul-
tanevnusly. . . . (i.e., again increasing capacity to
manipulate symbols)(1l, pp. 5-6, parentheses added)

It would be difficult not to believe that the exercise of
the symbolic capacity produces a form of cognitive growth just
as the exercise of the enactive produces physical skills and the
iconic produces greater imagistic integration. Speaking/writing
affords the oppertunity to formulate experience and to discover
its meaning; listening/reading affords a similar opportunity to
exsnine the form and content of the experience of others. These
opportunities create the further possibility that the child may
acquire new forms for the contemplation of his own experience,
real and imaginary. Thus any English curriculum which purports
to educate children's symbolic capacities must reflect the
aspects of symbolic activity. James Moffett has constructed such
a curriculum (?,8)., It is based on the division of symbolic
activity into speaker/writer and listener/reader and into the
various levels of abstraction or generality. This curriculum
and accompanying theory is an outstanding one in the field of
discursive symbolism education. Thke complementary task of
establishing the educational requirements of the field of non-
discursive symbolism (art) has yet to be done.

What is art, specifically literary art, that it must be
set apart from discourse? What does art symbolize that discourse
cannot? How is the symbolic process of art different from that
of discourse? How is the symbolic function of art simnilar to
that of discourse? How is the structure of literary art education
similar to that of science or discourse education? These are the
questions we must answer if we are to show that literary art
has a place in any curriculum based on the symbolic exploration
of experience.

Langer indicates that the essential feature of a symbol is

Q 13
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is its power of abstraction, by which the human mind miy recocgnize
"a relational structure, or form,* apart from the specific thing
(or event, fact, image, etc.) in which it is exemplified" (4, p.
163)., Thus we can notice the form or structure of a flower, the
human circulatory system, or a football play only through symbols,
spoken, written, or thought. But if ai art object such as a voem
is a symbol and if a sentence in ordinary conversation or in a
scientific treatise is a symbol, both must provide us with a

means whereby we can recognize the structure of some piece of
reality. Abstraction functions both in art and science. However
the similarity ends here. For there are two processes of aba
straction and as Langer says, ''the two characteristic processes

of abstracting a form from its concrete embodiment or exemplifi-
cation go back . « . as far as the fundamental distinction between
art and science itself . . ." (4, p. 164),

The two distinct meanings of "form'" reflect this difference
in abstracting. First there is logical fora, ''the structure of
propositions expressed either in ordinary langusge or in the
refined symbolism of the rational sciences" (4, p. 164), Then
there is artistic form, which is a "perceptual unity of something
seen, heard, or imagined--that is the configuration, or Gestalt,
of an experience' (4, p. 164). The latter form is ualso ''logical
in that it exhibits a discernable arrangement of parts, though
chat arrangement does not meet the external requirements which
every plece of discourse must meet: the requirements cf scientific
logic. The symbolism of logical form enables us to progress
step by step toward the final grasp of a presented idea, to
progress toward understanding with cumulative insight, by giving
to our perception elements whose interpretations are singulary
and fixed at the moment they are given in individual propositions.
As we read an essay or listen to someone's reasons for spanking
his child, we gradually add to our understanding through such
fixed statements. When we have interpreted the meaning of the
final proposition, we are able to see the additive effect of each
part on our comprehension of the whole.

On the contrary, artistic form presents a form whose elements
are not fully interpretable until the final one has been processed.

*The term "form" presents a number of problems. It refers
both to the pattern or arrangement of physical parts and to the
purely mental pattern or arrangement of mental "entities."

Mental form is far from being understood and thus reference to it
either in this paper or in the works of Langer is potentially as
dangerous as it is necessary. Therefore when we use the term
alone or in the phrase "artistic form'" we do so with the knowledge
that although there are doubtless such mental realities--art and
discourse are sufficient evidence--we cannot directly define them.
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In poetry, for example, we read each line or phrase or word with

a tentativeness which keeps open the many possibilities of
reinterpretation based on the nature of lat>r elements. No full
understanding comes until the last line has been comprehended and
the total import of the work has been seer immediately then as
the result of the complex interaction of tne many parts. This
tentativeness and openness to reinterpretation is in marked
contrast to t4e mode of discursive perception. It is the very
process of cl ianging significance within the artistic work which
gives it its appearance of aliveness.

This distinction between the cumulative and fixed inter-
pretation of discussive elements on the one hand, and the
immediate and tentative interpretation of non-discursive elements
on the other can be illustrated. 1In the case of painting, the
viewer can physically take in the whole at once; this initial
act does not however necessarily constitute immediate artistic
perception. He may look at particular elements within the
painting and give them a tentative interpretation, but until he
has interpreted each in the light of every other the act of
immediate perception cannot take place. 1In a poem, even a short
one, the entire poem cannot be perceived at once as a painting
can be. Its matzrial is language and must therefore be ex=-
perienced serially. However, the act of immediate artistic
perception does occur after the reader has proceeded through the
poem, giving each iine or element a tentative interpretation
and reinterpretation in light oy everything that precedes or
follows it. Perhaps the following poem may serve to illustrate
this point.

Upon A Child

-==Herrick (9, p. 224)

If one attempts to read this poenm as discourse, he may detect the
ambiguity of the first three lines and certainly find it dis-
tracting. In fact, he is likely to read them as referring to a
sleeping child rather than a dead one. Thus when he reads the
last line he is forced to return to the first three in order to
re.nterpret them. Such a return is distracting and a flaw in
discourse. However, if he reads the poem non-discursively, he
suspends by necessity any fixed meaning until the end; in fact,
he looks actively for as many possible meanings as may be in the
lines, adding and subtracting as the context widens or narrows.
The last line of this poem is perfectly Mogical" artistically:
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the image of the speaker near the grave of a child feeling the
irony of life and death is at once unitary and imaginabie. The
ambiguity is an essential part of the whole rather than a fluw.
Thus, the immediate perception of the whole is not temporal

in the sense that the reader sees all the words at one ingtant,
but in the sense that after he has read and understood them all
he sees the poetic image at one instant. Following this insight,
he can proceed to make distinct the elements of the total work.
The symbolism of art is therefore '"a physical or imaginal whole
whereof the details are articulated, rather than a vocabulary of
symbols that may be combined to present a coherent structure.
That is why artistic form is properly called 'organic' and
discursive form 'systematic' . . . " (4, p. 167), This statement
applies equally to both the process of creating an art work and
to that of perceiving it.

While paints, lines, and volumes in a painting have no
denotation, no reference, and therefore no distracting '"content,"
the language in poetry dues have reference. Why is it claimed
that this reference does not contribute directly to the utructure
of a literary art work? To deal with this question we nced to
understand what art symbolizes, as opposed to what discourse
symbolizes,

Science conceptualizes the form of objective reality, of
physical existence including the human body and its surroundings.
Its goal is to systematize through greater and greater generali-
zations the structure and details of the physical world. This
goal is linked directly to words and propositions as generali-
zations which refer beyond themselves to classes ¢f things in the
world. When we say or write discourse we are pointing to a class
of objects or events or te a particular object or event which is
a member of a class. Litewsze, as listeners/readers we are
directed to that aspect of the world to which the statement
refers. The words themselves are instruments of thought and
denotation. On the other hand we have no discourse for, no way
of referring to, the feeling of a human-life-in-the-world: how
it feels to be alive, to have an idea, to imagine. Intuitively
we know that the universe »f feeling must be as complex and broad
in scope as the universe of physical reality, yet our language
provides only the crudest means of designating even a small part
of the life of feeling. We have such words as '"love," "hate,"
"joy," and "elation," yet we know that they cannot accurately
refer to their many complex and interrelated referents. More-
over, those referents are emotions and as such are only a small
subset of life-feelings. At times we may feel what could be
referred to by no word or by several words whose meanings appear
contradictory.

Often we refer to some objective event in an attempt to
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clarify our presentation of a feeling. We seemingly perceive an
intuitive similarity between our present feeling or imagined
feeling and that which could be produced in some other situation.
For example, a speaker might say, "I am frightened." Then as if
sensing the inadequacy of this proposition, he may add, "I fecel
as if I had fallen off a cliff." This circumlocution could be
paraphrased as follows: "I feel the way I think I woul? fe2l if
I had fallen off a cliff.!" Asked again to demcribe his feeling,
he might revert to a description of symptoms: chills, weakness,
and sc¢ forth. He cannot conceptually approach his feeling

directly. Langer quotes Ottc Baensch approvingly as he comments
on this fact.

Certainly . . . feelings as experienced qualities
are not vague or indefinite at all but have a very
concrete and particular character. But to con-
ceptual treatment thay are recalcitrant as soon as
we try to go beyond the crudest general designation;
there is no systematic scheme that is subtle enough in
its logical operations to capture and convey their
properties. .
Nothing, therefore, avails us in life and in
scientific thought but to approach them indirectly,
correlating them with describable events, inside or
outside ourselves, that contain and thus convey them;
in the hope that anyone reminded of such events will
thus be led somehow to experience the emotive quali-
ties, too, that we wish to bring to his attention.
{2, p. 21)

It is this realm of subjective feeling, rather than physical
reality, that art conceptualizes; art is the means whereby the
structure of feeling is rendered symbolicaily knowable.

Now we can understand the similarities between the function
of discursive language and that of art. As Langer says:

[é]s soon as the natural forms of subjective ex-

perience are abstracted to the point of symbolic
presentation, we can use those forms to imagine

feeling and understand its nature. Self-knowledge,
insight into all phases of life and mind, springs

from artistic imagination. That is the cognitive

value of the arts . . . . [? he arts we live with

« « o actually form our emotive experience. (4, pp. 71-72)

She further expiains:
[f]or, (1) art makes feeling apparent, objectively

given so that we may reflect on it and understand it;
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(2) the practice and familiar knowledge of any art
provides forms for actual feeling to take, as
language provides for sensory experience and factual
observation; and (3) art is the education of the
senses to see nature in expressive form. (4, p. 73,
italics added)

Tt is by these, in our case literary, forms that children can

be brought to explore their own experiences. To state the matter
in an oversimplified way, we can say that they may begin with
their own experiences, perhaps emotions, since these are more
manageable and more obvious to them than more subtle kinds of
life-feelings. The goals of literary art education would be to
increase subtlety of feeling, which children would objectify
through poetic creation; and to increase subtlety of formed
feeling, which they would perceive imaginatively through ex-
perience of the poetry of others. These new forms would then be
integrated into their cognitive repertoire to enhance their
ability to conceive feeling. Langer's statements suggest that
art works provide such concepts of the structure of feeling and
thus structures for the conceptualization c{ further feeling.

One conclusion we could draw about the similarity between
discourse education and literary art education is that both should
offer opportunities for a wide range of symbolic experience,
both formulational and interpretational, to enable children to
acquire new forms of thought and feeling as explorers of their
own worlds and the worlds of others; and to enavle them to
systematically integrate those forms into larger and larger
cognitive structures.

We have not answered the fundamental question of how art
presents forms of subjective experience when it does not refer
to them. Langer indicates that a '"formal analogy, or congruence
of logical structures, is a prime requisite for the relation
between a symbol and whatever it is to mean. The symbol and the
object symbolized must have some common logical form" (2, p. 27),
Yet she suggests that a sentence fulfills this requirement:

A complex symbol such as a sentence . . « as opposed
to an associative symbol such as a word « « . is an
articulate form. Its characteristic function is what
I call logical expression. It expresses relations;
and it may "mean''-~connote or denote.-any complex

of elements that is of the same articulatc form as the
symtol, the form which the symbol "expresses."

{2, pp. 30-31)

Then a seatence perhaps at tae level of deep structure must have
the same form as the thing it symbolizec; likewise a poem must
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meet the same regquirement of congruence of structures. It is this
congruence plus the lack of reference which makes the poem appear
to be an organic feeling: feeling s<ems to inhers in the work
itself. Since the words in the work do not refer to any aspect

of feeling in themselves, they are simply elements arranged in

a1 particular structure. The poem is an image mace out of diverse
naterials (words} of the form of feeling which ite maker has been
able to imagine. As such, the poat (and reader) must make use of
linguistic skills in a fashion which exceeds the i1ules of ordinary
discourse. He must know words, their meanings, sounds, and syn-
tactic-semantic sentence patterns, but he must also exercise
>xtra-linguistic skills in artistic composition. As we shall

3ee, ideas of feelings demand syntactic-semantic effects which

are often different from, though relatable to, those of ordinary
Jiscourse.

If a poem is a structure of imagined feeling, why can that
structure not have a name, a wurd associated with it by con-
ventional reference? First, words are associated with concepts
vthich capture the generality of the world while poems capture che
particularity of feeling. Second, words refer to things in the
vrorld while poems present ideational structurec. What a poem
presents then is a unigue structure of feeling jfor our rognition.
(We might add for clarification that since the poem involves a
cognitive structure the poem can never be the 1lirect unmediated
expression of real emotion: real emotion or say other kind of
feeling can have no pre-cognitive structure since structure is a
froduct of cognition.)

Pefore we proceed to detail the characteristics and finction
of literary art and to consider their cirricular implications,
we can briefly summarize some of our cbrervaticns. Art is
abstract; it abstracts the form of a unique feeling. Discourse
is also abstrast; but it abstracts a form which is generel to
m>re than one phenomenon. Art is prese...ational; it presents a
form for imaginative perception. Discourse i3 referential; its
form refers to relationships among physical phenomena. Art is
symbolic; it symbolizes the form of feeling. Discourse is also
s;fmbolicj but it symbolizes the form of *he external world. Aart
is organic; its foim is given as an immediate, unconcatenated,
Gostalt. Discourse is '"logical'; its form is given as a serial
accumulation of ideas.

Another way of presenting the realms c¢f art an< discourse
m:.ght be as follows:
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ART SYMBSOLS DISCURSIVE SYMBOLS

WAYS OF DEALING WITH Philosophy of Art Philosophy cof Language
SYMBOLS AND THEIR

CONNECTIONS TO

REALITY AS ASPECTS

OF REALITY

WAYS OF ANALYZING Literary Criticism Linguistic Analysis

SYMBOLS

SYMBOLIC COPINGS Poem:, Plays, Theories, Descriptions,

WITH REALITY Novels, etc. Speculatioans, Reports,
etc.

ASPECTS OF REALITY Subjective Reality: Objective Keality:
Feelings, Emotions, Objects, Events, etc.
Tensions, etc.

It is obvious that coping with subjective reality and objective
reality involves structure-making (and structure-perceiving)--
exploring internal and external expesrience entails writing/
reading poems and discourse, Yet it is equally true, as we chall
later see, that as those structures become objects of experience
to be explored, the child engages in structure-making of a higher
order: the structure-making of literary analysis and discourse
analysis,

How does the poet create a work so that the form of feeling
inheres in that work? The comments of Bacnsch arc put forth
approvingly by Langer as follows:

.« . . How can we capture, hold and handle feelings so
that their content may be made conceivable and pre-
sented to our consciousness in universal form, without
being understood in the strict sense, i.e. by means

of concepts? The answer is: we can do it by creating
objects wherein the feelings we seek to hold are so
definitely embodied that any subject confronted with
these objects . « . cannot but experience a non-
sensuous apperception of the feelings in question

v . s . (2, pp. 21-22)

The key to this kind of presentation of the form of feeling may
reside in part in what Bruner termed the iconic mode of cognitive
representation. Here the human being links perception and memory
by the rule of phenomenal similarity" (1, p. 18), He indicates
that "affective « . . factors affect imagery and perceptual
organization . . . " (1, p. 18), It seems to be this kind of
cognitive process which is at work in primitive man when he
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identifies such phenomerna in the physical world as the respective
seasons with his subjective emotional states. This cognitive
identity of external with internal phencmena provides the basis
for fundamental thought in which the "sym:ol" presents to man's
imagination both a piece of the external wcrld and his feelings
about it: both are for him one and the same. It is perhaps this
very phenomenon which is present when the child identifies some
object with his experience of it, for example, a stove with the
pain of being burned. It may well be iconic functioning, the
perception of feelings as inhering in objects or events, which
forms the basis of art. The artist, let us suppose, operates
with this representation in order to make it objectively per-
ceivable. In the medium of literature, he embodies his iconic
"thought! in the symbolism of language. But since language is
basically discursive, he must struggle against its restraints in
order to produce a symbol which corresponds to the features of
the iconic image.

The mental processes by which the iconic and symbolic
interact (if indeed they do) to produce a work of art are far
from being understood. However, the vorks themselves do provide
significant data for analysis. By examining word order and choicec,
metaphor, sound, and other linguistic devices, we may be able to
arrive at certain conclusions about the nature of the creative
vrocess. In other words, the semantics and syntax of particular
poems may permit more general insights about poesis. For example,
some people have observed that metaphor brings tocgether disparate
elements into a meaningful unit. These people then proceed to
debate whether the unified elements are similar or dissimilar
when in fact they are both. Our language, being a medium of
discourse, is essentially categorial: some X in the worid either
fits a particular category or it does not. Thus when the dis-
cursive words in a metaphor are connected to mutually exclusive
categories, the metaphor appears to link dissimiler elements.
However, just as a season becomes a symbol for some particular
feeling and is perceived together with that feeling as an
imaginative whole, so the '"dissimilar' elements of a metaphor are
linked for their perceptual, '"phenomenal" similarity, apart from
any natural language constraints imposed by their respective
meanings. A metaghtor or any piece of poesis must coniy be
thinkable, not objuctively happenable. The first line of Blake's
poem "The Tiger" (10, p. 248), "Tiger! Tiger! burning bright,"
presents only a metezchorical image--it would be absurd to envision
a reel tiger on fire as the topic of this poem. Likewise, a
tiger and a fire have nothing in common of empirical signifi-
cance. Nonetheless the image of the tiger burning bright is
thinkable, is imaginable; and since it clearly has no reference
outside the poem, it is poetic. 1In general then, we can say that
poesis is chara:terized more by its adherence to mental possi-
bilities than to objective facts as discourse is: the words,
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sounds, meanings, syntax take on a purely mental existence in the
creative and interpretative processes. To the extent then that
the poet/reader is able to divorce words from the physical world,
ihey will reflect more closely the purely mental subjective
structure of feeling; for they will be in large measure an inde-
pendent product of mind. (This criterion of separation of word
from world is not the only one: the artist must face the same
competence-performance problems in non-discursive symbolism as
the native speaker faces in the use of oidinary language.) As
Langer says:

[i]o be imaginatively coherent, the '"world" of a poem
must be made cut of events that are in the imaginative
mode--the mode of naive experience, in which action
and feeling, sensory value and moral value, causal
connection and symbolic connection, are still un-
divorced. (2, p. 217)

If discursive thought is the internalization of language
(1, p. 18), then we could perhaps speculate that art, non-
discursive products of imaginative thought, is the externali-
zation of feelings-about-things or iconic images. For as Barfield
states in a passage cited by Langer as an almost perfect para-
phrase of Ernst Cassirer:

[E onnexions between discriminate phenomena, connexions
which are now apprehended as metaphor, were once
perceived [ﬁy primitive man] as immediate realities.

As such tha poet strives, by his own efforts, to uee
them, and make others see them, again. (2, p. 239)

Lest we misunderstand the role of "objects-in-the-world"
in the art object, Langer clarifies by saying:

« « « events and objects are prone to appear in a
Gestalt congruent with the emotion they elicited.

So reality quite normally furnishes the images; but
they are no longer anything in reality, they are

forms to _be used by an excited imagination. {2, p. 253,
italics added)

As such, it is the treatment they are given, the purposc¢ to which
they are put, and the final product they manifast that makes them
essentially different from their discursively conceived counter-
parts. A fundamental distinction between poetry and discourse
then is that between showing and telling: the poem shows a
symbolized piece of felt-life, it gives the appearance of felt-
life. Since it is made from discussive material--minimally words
and sometimes even sentences which have in other contexts
reference--it is not the language which is necessarily poetic
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but the use to which it is put. Thus lines which are o:' them-
selves highly abstract or philosophical, or which may have
reference to commonplace, even banal, daily experience arc
potentially as appropriate material for artistic use as lines
which refer to mythical subjects or as lines which do not refer
at all since they contain anomalies such as metaphor.

For example, Bliot's lines from "Burnt iorton" (11, p. 117)
are often both abstract and philosophical: ''Time present and
time past/ Are both perhaps present in time future,/ And time
future contained in time past," or "What might have been is an
abstraction/ Remaining a perpetual possibility/ Only in a world
of speculation." Yet these lines contribute through their use
to the presentation of a specific appearance of felt-life: the
immediate apprehension of a timeless reality felt in time and
remembered in time. Likewise the lines, "I have eaten/ the plums/
that were in/ the icebox . . ." (12, p. 41), from "This Is Just
To Say" by William Carlos Williams are in themselves commonplace
and uninteresting; yet they contribute to a specific presen-
tation: the feeling perhaps of mild guilt-and-pleasure. Whether
there were ever any real plums is irrelevant to the apparent
feeling inherent in the poem in which "plums" appears as a poctic
element.

On the othe: hand the lines, "anyone lived in a pretty how
town" (13, p. 24&) and "Tiger! Tiger! burning bright/ In the
forests of the night" (10, p. 248), seem strikingly poetic be-
cause they are literallr uninterpretable--~i,e,, semantically
deviant--even though as in the casc of cummings' line we may not
be able to immediately compreheni any import. 1In any case it
is the particular pattern of words, structured io poetic ends,
which creates the import. Each word is chosen not for its
associated meaning alone but for its potential centribution to
the evolving structure of feeling. As such, its sound, length,
rhythm, mouth-feeling, association, and syntax may all be equally
significant as criteria for selection.

The fact that rules of ordinary, discursive, language do
not govern its poetic use is perhaps most impressji ‘~ly demon-
strated when linguistic deviation occurs as we have already
noted. This deviation ranges all the way from a simple con~
stitur.nt reordering and novel punctuation, to morpheme reordering
as in some of cummings;' poetry, to the many forms of secmantic
anomaly found throughout literature. As Langer observes:

[}he laws of imaginatioé] extend over all the arts,
but literature is the field where their differences
from discursive logic become most sharply apparent,
because the artist who uses them is using linguistic
forms, and thercby the laws of discourse, at the same
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time, on another semantic level. (2, p. 234, italics
added)

As we have previously indicated, it is the struggle between the
input to creative imagination, the pre-formed feeling, and the
medium of language that often results in new linguistic forms
which are deviant.

One of the principles which undoubtedly describes much
linguistic deviation is Freud's "principie of condensation"
(2, p. 243), As Langer indicates, condensation is

essentially a fusicn of forms themselves by inter-
section, contraction, clision, suppression, and many
other devices. The effect is usually to intensify
the created image, heighten the ''emotional quality";
often to make one aware of the complexities of
feeling . . . ." (2, p. 244)

A second principle is, again from Freud, "over-determination."
In this case the effect is that one form, a word or a con-
struction, "may have more than one import" (2, p. 242}, i.e.,
may be unresolvably ambiguous. Where such ambiguity results
in either deviant or non-deviant units, alternate meanings
(particularly when they are in semantic conflict) create an
ambivalence whicn

springs from the fact that emotional opposites--

joy and grief, desire and fear, and so forth--are
often very similar in their dynamic structure, and
reminiscent of each other. 8Small shifts of expression
can bring them together, and show their intimate
relations to each other, whereas literal description
can only emphasizne their separateness. (2, p. 242)

The intimate felt-identity of earth, plant, animal, anc human
consciousness which is presented in the opening lines of '"The
Yasteland" illustrates this point:

(11, p. 37)

More specifically, the line, "The miles and hours upon you feed,"
from Stephen Spender's "You Were Born, Must Die; Were Loved,
Must Love" (14, p. 478) prevents the reader from attributing
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propositional status to it, holds before him the impor: of the
anonaly, by mixing the idea of space and time and their effect on
human life with the animalistic image of human life devoured; the
total import is then one of the imagined- or felt-experience of
human-life-in-time-space.

If we extend to its logical 1limit the idea that any kind
of material (in the case of literature, any kind of linguistic
material) can be used artistically, we must consider apparently
unartistic nanifestations such as the essay, philosophy, history,
biography, and "all kinds of exposition™ (2, p. 301), Low is it
possible, if indeed it is, that such writing which iec above all
constrained by objective facts, by rules of scientific logic,
and by the rules of "social" acceptability, could fulfill the
creative requirements of art? The answer must reside in whether
such works are written with an artistic purpose and whether they
meet the characteristic of felt-life presentation. If they are
written as imaginative renditions of the organic structure of
feeling, then and only then can they be considered as art and
judged by artistic standards. Langer says that such writing

is in essence not poetry (all poetry is fictive;
"non-fiction' is "non-poetic'"). Yet, whenever it is
well done, it meets a standard which is essentially
literary, i.e. an artistic standard. (2, p. 301)

She goes on to explain this claim by stating that a writer
of logical discourse who has a literary imaginatisn perceives the
act of writing discourse as an aspect of vital experience. “hus
the act of discoursing itself becomes the motif for artistic
treatment and the experience of logical rcasoning in exposition
dictates a presentation of vital import. If successful, the work
fulfills both the function of discourse--reference and the con-
catenation of logical propositions--and the function of art--
presentation of a structure of virtual feeling as it exists in
correlation to the discursive process. Langer observes that

[h]ood discourse seccks « . . to be transpareni, not
as a symbol of feeling, but as a vehicle of sense;
the artistic form is strictly bound to the literal
function. That is way such writing is not poetry;
the writer is not free to create whatever semblance
of intellectual or imaginative experience his motif,
a discursive thought, puts into the reach of his
imagination, but is committed to the envisagement of
one living experience--the intellectual experience
of following this discourse., The feeling presented
has to be actually appropriate to the matter repre-
sented, the ''mndel'; and the excellence of an ex-
positional style depends on two factors instead of
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one--the unity and vividness of the feeling presented
(which is the oaly criterion for ''free' art), and the
sustained relation of this feeling to the actual
progress of the discourse presented. (2, p. 303)

We have repeatedly used wordr like "form," structure,’
"feeling," "emotion," and "abstraction" without carefully and
axplicitly attending to their definit .ons. 1In so doing, the
burden has rested on their consistent use independently, in such
phrases as '"the structure of fecling," and on a basic intuition
of their meanings. Wwhat precisely are their respective meanings?

Langer indicates that when we refer to the form of some-
thing, we most usually mean its physical shape, Yet we also can
refer to the form of such non-physical things as music and mean
more than the shape of lines it produces on the graph of a sound-
recording device. We can refer with equal ease to the form of
an event, a painting, a poem, or an attractive woman. What all
of these uses seem to have in common is that they involve a
perception of a relationship among parts. Ar event has its own
peculiar constituents, perhaps an agent, an action, and a result.
Through our perception of the event and its parts we say that it
has a form, that the parts exist in an identifiable pattern of
relationships. Most generally, we might say that the form of
every event relates a beginning and an end. Similarly the
painting, poem 0: woman has identifiable parts or content and
those parts are perceived not as randoi existing but as ordered,
arranged, in a form or structure.

The fact that we can hold a forw in mind independent of
any content which may exhibit it is demonstrated when we recognize
two different objects, events, and so forth as alike. We perceive
that two different bridges or women «(r events are alike because
they manifest the same form. Obviously their parts are not the
same; yet we can say that those disparate parts show the sanme
arrangement or structure. Perceived form does however exist on
various levels. Two objects may be sald to exhibit the same form
in a particular way; that is, their total forms may differ while
their partial or sub-forms are identical. For example, our two
bridges may have the same form in their superstructures but
differ in their understructures. Furthermore, one of these
bridges may have the same form in its understructure as a third
bridge. Thus, works of art, which have unique structures when
they are taken as a whole, may be said to have similar forms at
scme lesser level.

The process of perceiving a form is that of abstraction
(2, p. 378), Yhen we intellectually grasp a form from its content,

it is an instance of abstracted form and as such, creates a
concept. In science or discursive thought we can separate the
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pure form fron its various contents in the physical world and
manipulate that form in various ways. One example of tais
activity occurs in mathematicsj; another in logic. When wec apply
our idea of a form to some new content (i.e., recognize two
separate things as similar) it is called interpretation. 1In

art the original content from which the form is abstracted is the
world of feeling. Since its content does not lend itself to
direct treatment, to a direct exhibition of that form through

its content, the artist must use some other content. 1In the case
of literature the content or material is words, with their
accompanying meanings, sounds, and so forth. The form cannot be
presented unembodied because it is organic, lifelike, and our
human symbols for capturing unembodied form are all discursive.
Thus, the pcem's form cannot be abstracted from the work, cannot
be dealt with apart from the content even though the content is
neither 1 content of feeling nor is it the poem. By saying that
the content in its particular orgasnization, with its accompanying
relatiocns, is so totally bound up with those relatiors and that
form that the two cannot be considered separately as being the
poem, we are simply providing an expansion of the meaning of non-
discursive. The content of the poem, its various elements, is
not any longer the poem's content if it is contemplated outside
of the poem, either by itself or in some other context: the
import of a single element only exists as a part of the poem
where its import is a function of its relatiocnship to the whole.
As such, the art analyst or gritic cannot say what the content
and form of the poem are, he can only say whal the content and
form in the poem are. As we shall see, his business is to "ask
how the primary illusion is established and sustained, what
poetic elements are created, and how they are deployedt (2, p. 228).
Thereby he may increase jappreciation for the craft and facilitate
artistic intuition (comprehension of import), which is unteachable
directly.

As we have indirectly indicated, the term "feeling" is very
general. It refers to the commonly understood emotions such as
love, hate, joy, despair, and so forth. But it also refers more
generally to the kinds of awarenesses a human being has of his
inner condition during the course of his life. Thus, feeling
accompanies any human activity, be it dreaming or discoursing.
We all know the feeling of pain or pleasure, but only when we
introspect are we aware of the feeling which accompanies the
working out of an idea or its initial flashes in our minds.
Under particularly sensitive and attentive conditions we can
recognize that feeling accompanies any and every moment of life.
Whether we aure always aware of their existence or not does not
indicate their absence, It is in this sense that Langer uses
the term feeling (and sometimes, perhaps a little mi.leadingly,
emotion):

Q 27
ERIC

30



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The word '"feeling" must be taken . . . in its

broadest sense, meaning everything that can be felt,
from physical sensation, pain and comfort, excitement
and repose, to the most complex emotions, intellectual
tensions, or the steady feeling-tones of a conscious
human life. (4, p. 15)

Tntuition is direct, immediate perception of a relational
whole. It either happens or it does not; it cannot be taught.
We intuit relational wholes that are both discursive and non-
discursive; this capacity functions identically in both domainrs.
As Langer says, when we comprehend the total meaning of a ceiitence
we do so by ~n act of intuvition (2, p. 379), We may know the
meanings of every word in the sentence and not xnow what the
sentence means. This is a failure of intuition, a failure to
immediately perceive the relationships in which the content--
the words--stands. In a syllogism we may know the meanings of
the major and minor premises and of the conclusion, ond yet if we
cannot perceive the '"rightness'" of the conclusion from the
premises, then our intuition has failed us. Likewise, we may
pecceive a set of intersecting lines and be able to identify them;
but only through intuition, intuition of a Gestalt, do we 'see
a cube or square. "All discourse aims at building up, cumulative-
ly, more and more logical intuitions" (2, p. 379).

The comprehension of a poem occurs through the same cog-
nitive act. The difference is that with the scientific example
it is possible to "paraphrase! the object +o guide and facilitate
intuition. We can say, '"Don't you see? It's a square,'" or '""The
sentence means such-and-such.!" With a work of art the facili-
tation of insight or intuition is far more indirect; it must be
since we have to lapse into the discursive mode, into what is
called literary criticism, in order to bring the reader to
understand the meanings of the words, to see the elements and how
they are deployed. Finally we can say, "Return to the poem,"
with the hope that the reader's intuition may prevail. Obviously
a certain familiarity with artistic symbols, with what artists
create, will enhance non-discursive intuition; and when we later
deal with the problem of litevrary art education this matter will
be explored further.

Earlier we said that a work of art is an imaginative con-
ception of feeling and that like all gsymbols it provides a means
whereby an idea can be held. We also said that symbols are the
only means human beings have for coving with the world. How is
it then that a poem can provide a way of coping with the world
of feeling? What are the precise connections between the poet
and the poem and between the reader and the poem? The answers
to each of these questions are crucial since upon them depends
both the justification for and the nature of a literary art
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curriculum.

Every work of art must bear some direct relatiomnship to
the artist, but the nature of that relationship is often mis-
understood. For example, it is believed that art is a p: oiuvct
of emotional catharsis, a direct outpouring of the feelinge being
experienced by the artist at the moment of creation. There are
at least two objections to this hypothesis. First, it is diffi-
cult to believe that a piece of literature whose motif includcs
a great love between two characters could contain that emotion
as experienced by the writer at the time of writing. The heights
of passion are not conducive to careful writing. Other examples
of this kind are readily available. The second objection arises
from the nature of the art object itself, from the fact that it
is a symbol. As already noted, a symbol is not the thing sym-
bolized but rather an idea of the thing. Therefore the art work
as symbol must be at least the mediation between any hypothetical
emotion and the writer.

It is all too easy to take this last point beyond a reason-
able conclusion and thereby divorce entirely the aitist from the
work. But Langer points out that

to say that he does not render his own emutions
would be simply silly. All knowledge goes back to
experience; we cannot know anything that bears no
relation to our experience, Cnly that relation may
be more complex than a theory of direct personal
expression assumes. (2, p. 390)

Initially the emotion felt and the drive to symbolically explore
possibilities of its form brings on the process of creation.
Langer says it well in the following passage:

Every good work of art has, I think, something
that may be said to come from the world, and that
bespeaks the artist's own feeling about life. This
accords with the intellectual and, indeed, the
biological importance of art: we are driven to the
symbolization and articulation of feeling when we
must understand it to keep ourselves oriented in
society and nature. So the first emotional phenomena
a person wants to formulate are his own disconcerted
passions. It is natural to look for expressive
materials among the events or objects that begot
those pessions, that is, to use the images associated
with them, and under the stress of real emotion,
events and otjects perceived are prone to appear
in a Gestalt congruent with the emotion they elicited
+ « s« « And now begins the work of composition, the
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struggle for complete expressiveness, for that uider-
standing of the form which finally makes sense out
of the emotional chaos. (2, p. 253)

5till later the scope of the artist widens:

It is usually with the advance of conceptual
competence that an artist becomes able to find
material outside his own situation, because he
becomes more and more apt to see all things, possi-
tilities as well as actualities, half-wrought
already into expressive forms in terms of his own
art. A poet thinks poetry a good part o¢ the time,
and can view experience--not only his own--emotionally,
because he understands emotion. (2, p. 254)

Thus she says further:

« o [anej is an artist not so much tecause of his
own feelings, as by virtue of his intuitive recog-
nition of forms symbolic of feeling, and his tendency
to project emotive knowledge into such objective
forms. (2, p. 390)

We know from having engaged in the kind of creative speech
to which Paul Goodman refers that all of our pre-verbal thoughts
are not formed, that when we do utter a formed thought which we
carefully formed and tested silently, we are forming an idea in
ianguage. We could easily make an analogy between creative speech
and the writing of poetry if we are careful not to overextend it.
In the former case what exists prior to speech may be termed
pre-verbal thought, an amorphous if specific predisposition to
symbolize. Here the process of symbolizing involves a search for
appropuriate form and an evaluation of the new formed content
for adequacy. Similarly, the artist begins nct with & fully
thought out, symbolized piece of feeling, but with what we may
call pre-artistic thought, whose form he proceeds to discover:

In creating an emotive symbol, or work of art,
the creator does articulate a vital import which he
could not imagine apart from its expression. But
the act of conception which sets his work going,
whether it comes suddenly like an inspiration or
only after much joyless and labored fuddling, is
the envisagement of the "commanding form," the
fundamental feeling to be exp“ored and expresced.
This is "the work of art in the artist's head."

(2, p. 389, italics added)

Thus while it is true that the artist by means el his art
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learns about the form of his own feelings he also learns about
the forms of feelings which he has never known directly. Just
as the manipuiation of discursive language can give a writer/
speaker ideas which he has ncver before encountered so the
symbolic formulation of the artist's emotions can give him new
ideas c¢f feeliag. Obviously this process constitutes a kind of
cognitive growth which permeates every aspect of the artist's
mental life, including his emotional life; for as Langer points
out:

[i]n handling his own creation, composing a symbol
¢f human emotion, he learns from the perceptible
1eality before him possibilities of subjective
experience that he has not known in his personal
Jife. His own mental scope and the growth and
expansion of his personality are, therefore, deeply
involved with his art. (2, p. 390)

The effect of the act of symbolization on the artist is not
lost or. the non-artist audience. For since the artist is the
first rerceiver of his own work he amploys the same act of
intuition that any other audience will employ. Any beholder
then er joys the same conceptual growth as the artist: he gainc
througt the arc work a new way of conceiving emotion, and that
new wa) offers him the same opportunity to experience the form «
leeling he has never known directly and to relate that new form
to his own unformed emotive experience and to his other formed
emotive experiences. The beholder can actually explere his cwu
experience through the art symbol: he can Yinterpret" the forns
onto his own content. Again Langer captures this effect in the
following:

i work of art . . . formulate[}] our conceptions of
eeling and our conceptions of visual, factual, and
twudible reality together. It gives us forms of
~magination and forms of feeling, inseparably; that
..s to say, it clarifies and organizes intuition
.tself, (2, p. 39%7)

Also,

., « « any work that confronts us as a major aesthetic
experience . . o makes & revelatioa of our inner

life. But it doec more than just that--it shapes

s>ur imagination of external reality according to the
rhythmic forms of lifie and sentience, and so inpreg-
nates the world with aesthetic value , , . . Life

1s we see, act, and feel it is as much a product of

the art we have known as of the language (or languages)
which shaped our thought in infancy. (2, p. 399)
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Clearly we can speculato that there must be a great impact
from the forms of feeling we have known through art on our
emotionxl capabilities as well as on our emotive understanding.
To return to Langer's statements and exemples, which are diffi-
cult to improve on:

[;]s painting affects visual imagination, poet:ry (in
the broad sense, including verse, prose, fiction, and
drama) affects one's conception of events. There is
a passage in D. H. Lawrence's Sons and Lovers that
presents with great authenticity a person's need of
comprsing dreadful events in order to make them
definite, emotionally significant, before coping with
them practically and morally., The situation which is
the context of this passage has been developed
gradually: Morel, a miner who is becoming a confirmed
drunkard, has grown more and more abusive and violent
toward his hard-driven and pregnant wife, until, at
the moment in question, he has just laid rough hands
on her, for the first time, and thrown her out of

the house. The narrative reads: "For a while she
could not control her consciousnesci mechanically

she went over the last scene, then over it again,
certain phrases, certain moments coming each time
like a brand red-hot down on her soul; and each time
she enacted again the past hour, each time the brand
came down at the same points, till the mark was burnt
in, and the pain burnt out, and at last she came to
hersgelf,"

Life is incoherznt unless we give it form . . . »
[Q]e “put it into words,!" tell it to ourselves,
composa it in terms of "scenes" , ., . . The basis
of this imaginative work is the poetic art we have
known, from the earliest nursery rhymes to the most
profound, or sophisticated, or breath-taking drama
and fiction, (2, p. 400)

How crucial it is therefore that the child's 1life of feeling
be educated through art so that he might symbolically explore his
own experience, his own emotional life, as well as the forms
given to him by artists. How else can he defend against inner
chaos and outer chaos when unfamiliar events and feelings make
him uneasy atout himself and others, about the unknown? The case
for experiencing art is clearly strong, an strong as the case
for experiencing any kind of human symbols. Such activities as
creating, perceiving, and interpreting provide experiences that
must hold a position of importance equal to the complementery
experiences with discursive symbols as an instance of the symbolic
exploration of experience.
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what now must be demonstrated is how such aesthetic literary

education might proceed; how, for example, children might be

facilitated by discursive means in their exploration of works of

poesis. The danger is of course that this instrument of 4direct

) perception may become the primary object of study. 1In spite of
educational claims to the contrary, direct aesthetic perception
and understanding is often taken to be the child's discourse

l about some given work; or in those rare situations where the two

kinds of understanding are distinguished, talk about supplants
experience of art.

l The follcowing pages attempt to illustrate, not prescribe,
: the kind of discursive structure~making or exploration which
might fruitfully accompany a child's experience of poems. How-
’ ever, the sequence and structures put forth would not be those
evolved by any two teachers or by any teacher with any two
classes. Uiven a fundamental understanding of the nature of
symbolic activity, each teacher must evolve with each group of
l children a sequence of structures which is uniquely theirs. HNo
fully effective sequence of activities or set of structures can
be planned without the direct day-to-day interaction bsiweea a
‘ particular child or group of children in a particular space-time
setting. This point can never be too emphatically stated.

While we will be dealing exclusively with poetry from the
perceiver's and interpreter's point of view, it should be made
clear that the act of creation is completely within the grasp of
all children. The term "artist'! as used in the preceding dis-
cussion was not intended to exclude the child-as-artist even though
it generally referred to the "professional.'" Whether a given
child is successful or not in any artistic endeavors is relatively
unimportant if his motivation and purpose is non-discursive. He
may have to begin with obvious and somewhat gross emotions to
work with; he may never produce a creditable piece of writing;

but the understanding he derives of the mental process of creation
' and the craft required tu fully realize an idea w'll be indis-
. pensible. (See 15, 16 for further infoumation,)

l
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ILLUSTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS OF FIVE

POEMS FOR CLASSROOM STUDY

We now turn to an investigation of five poems. The form of
the investigations of the first three poems simulates the process
of inquiry without resorting to hypothetical dialogue. Each line
of each poem will be analyzed much as a reader might probe into
the meanings of words, their forms, syntax, and sounds as he
reads through a poem. The questions raised in the discussion
and the accompanying analysis evolve from a single perspective:
what are the poetic elements and how are they deployed? This
perspective accounts for a variety of the specific points made
throughout the critical investigations. For example, what does
this word mean and how does its meaning effect the image presented
in the poem? 1Is visual appearance a significant element within
the poem and how is it achieved? These investigations are an
effort to show that one must confront problems which are essen-
tially linguistic in order to investigate the nature of poems;
they are not an effort to illustrate specific linguistic principles
with particular poems.* This focus is important. Rather than
applying the kaowledge of a particular grammatical system to
literature, these investigations illustrate what children might do
in a program designed to give them a wide acquaintance with and
understanding of literature.

Let us begin with the following haiku and see what language

problems it presents. We will suppose that some child has found
it interesting and brought it into class.

--Shiki (18, p. 175)**

*For an example of this perspective, see Chapter IV of "An
lnvestigation of the Semantics of English Sentences as a Proposed
Basis for Language Curriculum Materials™ (17).

**We have chosen to omit the title given this haiku by the
translator because in the original it was untitled.
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The meanings of the words and of the individual lines secm to
present no problems for the reader. The syntax is straightforward
and the poem would appear to be easily interpretable. However,
we cannot immediately say what the relationships are between
each of the three lines since no word, no signal of any kind is
present to tell us. We have only the content of cach line, the
line order or arrangement, and the punctuation to guide us. We
will assume initially that there is some implicit connection
between the lines, that they are not randomly tossed together
like three stones in a creck bed. What then are the connections
and how can we determine what they are?

By thinking about the respoective meanings of the lines, we
can hypothesize possible relationships based on our patterns of
thought and language. Then we can test each of these hypothestical
connections against the evidence provided by the poem. Some child
might suggest that the connections are simply conjunctive. This
hypothesis can bte recorded in the following way:

The mists come (and)
the mountains fade and vanish (and)
the tower stands alone.

A second child might say that the connections are temporal, which
we can indicate by '"and then':

The mists come (and then)
the mountains fade and vanish (and then)
the tower stands alone.

Another child might say that the mists coming causes the mountains
to fade and vanish, and further, that the tower stands alone
because the mists make the mountains disappear:

The mists come {causing)
the mountains fade and vanish (causing)
the tewer stands alone.

If we suppose that these are the three main hypotheses
which children put forth, we can examine them for adequacy.
Notice, as some children will, that we have kept the form of the
noem when writing each interpretation instead of wr1t1ng it out
as one straight-line sentence. Why? Someone might say that we
have already done damage to the poem anyway so why retain its
original form? Someone else might say that there is something
unusual about the poem's form and that preserving it insofar as
possible will serve to remind us that it needs exploring. Maybe
the interlinear connections will reveal something about the form,
or the form something about the conncctions.
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What does the first hypothesis indicate abonut the poetic
events of the three lines? If "and" is an appropriate linking,
what must be true of the events of the three lines? (Some may
wish to try to answer these questions directly while others may
wish to consider the nature of '"and'' by dealing with its meaning
in other contexts before turning to the poem. The first approach
may require a more sophisticated group of students, thcugh again
it may not.)

Where do we use "and" in speaking/writing? We use it in
situations like the following: "What's in the dish? There's
an apple, cn orange, and a pear'; or "There's an apple, a blond
hair, and scme dust.' In the first case the "and" links the
members of a common categery, namely fruit. But what is common
to the things named i1n the second response? They are all "what'g-
in-~the-dish." This is of course true of the first response as
well. Is this function of "and''--linking elements of a category--
operative in the following example as well? "John went to the
store and bought a sweater.!" What has going to the store in
common with buying a sweater? They are both '"things-John-did."
We can now try to determine whether this meaning of "ard" is
appropriate in the context of the polim.

The question we must ask is "What, if anything, do the events
of these three lines have in common? Do they belong to the same
category?" (Someone may observe that the "and" of line two, the
one in the original poem, links two elements which belong to the
category "what-happens-to-the-mountains.!) Each is a part of a
scene or event. There is one image presented in the poem: that
of a changing scene containing mists, mountains, and a tower.
Then it appears appropriate to view the poem as one event which
contains three events; the hypothesized "and'" links each of these
three within the common category of the poetic event. Rather
than stop at this point, we should continue with an examination
of the other two hypotheses in order to make sure that we have
not erred in accepting the first.

Does it seem poetically accurate to imagine the event of
line one happening before that of line two and so forth? Someone
may say that this is an appropriate temporal order and that the
order of the lines supports this interpretation: 1line one pre-
cedes line two and the mists come in time before the mountains
fade and vanish, and both of these events happen before the tower
stands alone. But the temporal connection seems more complex
than the simple unotion of time one, two and three. This com-
plexity is indicated by the progression in line two: '"fade and
vanish," The mountains become progressively less visible until
they can no longer be seen. This change appears to be connected
with the coming of the mists, that is, as the mists come more and
more, the mountains fade more and more. Furthermorc, it is not
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quite rreci_e to say that the tower stands alone after the
mountains have become inviesible. Thus, there is an overlapping

of these events in time. The mists are perceptible shortly before
the mountains begin to fade, “hey continue to be perceived as the
mountains progressively fade, aad the tower is perceived before
they have vanished, but not alone uniil the moment of invisi~
bility. Schematically, we could represent the temporal existence
of these events as follows:

The mists come

The mountains fade and vanish

&~=-~--The tower stands alone

—gr et o -

This diagram represents the poetic fact that the mists begin to
come shortly before the mountains begin to fade and continue to
come until the point in time at which the mountains vanish. It
is at this last point that the tower stands alone, the event
represented above with the large dot.

We might ask now whether the reading of these lines with
the "“and" connective conflicts in any way with the "and then'
reading. Is there any obvious conflict between temporal linking
and linking of elements within a category? The linking of
cavegory elements seems to be neutral with respect to time as
our earlier sentences illustrate. ("What's in the dish? There's
an apple, ¢1 orange, and a pear'"; "John went to the store and
bought a sweater.") The fruit in the dish has no tempcial
significance and John's going to the store and buying a sweater
entails, but does not designate, a temporal sequence. Sentences
such as "John went to the store and then bought a sweater,"
which do designate a temporal connection between events, may have
a special type of underlying category: time sequence, If this is
true the "and" link is a general categery signal and the 'and
then" 1link is a special subset of this former type. Whether this
observation is accurate or not, the relevant point to be made
about the poem is that "and" is semantically unopposed to "and
then,'" even if it is a distinct connective.

The third hypothesis is that the events of the three lines
are linked causally. The first part of this intcrpretation is
that the coming of the mists causes the mountains to fade and
vanish. This secms to be a possible interpretation. But what is
the cavse of the tower's standing alone? Does the mistn® cominge
cause the tower to stund aslone? Doc:: the mountaing' vuanishing
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cauce the tower to stand alone? Could the cause of the latter
ke both of these former events? What form can we use to see
these alteruatives more clearly? Perhaps the following para-
phrases will do:

(1) The mists' coming causes the mountains to fade and
vanish and the mountains' fading and vanishing causes
the tower to siand alone.

(2} The mists' coming causes the mountains to fade and
vanish, all of which causes the tower to stand alone.

{3} The mists' coming causes the mountains %o fade and
vanish and also causes the tower to stand alone.

The last paraphrase seems unlikely since the cvents of lines two
and three are presented as independent of each other, which does
not correspond to our understanding of the poem. The choice
between the first and second paraphrase is not so easy. If both
seem plausible, we may not be able to resolve the ambiguity,

Either of these two causal interpretations appcars to be
in harmony with the temporal or elements-withirn-category con-
nections formerly discussed. What then can we conclude about
the relationships within this haiku? What are the consequences
of not having chosen only one interpretation of the implicit
connection between the lines? One conclusion is that because
there is no explicit signal of the underlying relationchip, the
result is multiple ambiguity. This ambiguity does not dctract
from the posm since each meaning, each semantic connection, is
likely in the poetic context; each enhances the poetic image.
By substituting semicolons for more specific semantic-syntactic
signals, the poet has been able to crente the ambiguity--each
Jine is both self-contained and yet connected to the next, except
the last one, which terminates the poetic events with the irage
of the tower standing alone.

(We have discovered from this poem (1) that ambiguity of
semantic relationchips may be createé by the absence of specific
semantic signals, {2) that ambiguity may enhance the poetic
image, (3) that hypotheses about a poem are ofter testable, and
(4) that the order of poetic elements may contribute to the total
image. 1In beginning to develop these insights we are beginning
to create concepts which ought to make future analysis and
comprehension more accessible. The question of why the poet does
not "say" what he means should be somewhat easier to answer now:
had the poet supplied an "and" or "and then" or "cause," he would
have ruled out, by that choice, any nther meaning and thereby
lost poetic depth. He said what he meant--he meant all the
meanings and the pcem was the only way to !'"say" them. The
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conclusions about this poem are far from exhaustive: we could
have chosen to deal with tke role of sounds in the poam, for
example. We could have indicated that the glide in ''fade'"
(/teyd/) and the length of ''vanish" (/va:nig ) reinforce the
duration of the change to invisibility; and that the stops in
the last line create with the meaning of the words an image of
the protruding tower, hard against the background of the soft
mists. We could have arked what effect both ''fade" and "vanish"
create. Why not just 'vanish"? However, trying to exhaust a
poem usually exhavsts the inguirer instead, and we leave further
exploration of this haiku to the reader.)

Let us suppose that as a result of investigating some poem
a child was prompted to bring to class one of his own poetic
efforts, one which might lecok 11ke the following poem done by
a nine-year-oid:

--Michael Goodson (19, p. 90)

What observations would we wish to make about this poem? What
problems of interpretation need investigation? We might begin

by asking: what is the poem's topic? Clearly it is the croco-
dile of ths .ast line. Could the reader determine that the poem
is about a ..ocodile if the last line were not present? How does
the reader know intuitively that the words "A crocodile" are what
the poem is about when there is no explicit link between the last
line and the rest of the poem? An examination of the semantic-
syntactic structures of the poem may prove revealing.

The first two lines, "Silent logs floating/ Statuec still,"
are not a complete sentence. What is missing? More regular in
form than the vriginal lines is the feollowing: "Silent loge are
floating statue still.'" If this is an accurate paraphrase of
the original, we might conclude that "are" was omitted because
it was unnecessary to the meaning. Is there anything odd about
the meaning of this paraphrase? Strangely, logs are said to be
silent when they could hardly be anything but silent. Use of
the word "silent" implies the condition that the object said to
be silert have at least the potential to be not silent. This
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oddness may be either a fault of the poem or a meaningful addition
to its image, though we have no way of knowing which yct.

What about logs being ''statue still"? What does "itatuc
still" mean? It wculd seem to mean: "as still as a statue.' But
is there any ambiguity in this meaning? "Still" can mean either
Hoguiet" or "unmoving." The first meaning is the same as silent
and is therefore possible in this context. What effect does this
interpretation have in light of the presence of the word ''silent"?
The redundancy seems to reinforce the image of noiselessness.

Can we determine whether "unmoving! is possible in the context

of the line,"Silent logs floating/ Statue still"? The word
"floating" would appear to contradict the "unmoving'" interpre-
tation of "still." How can something be in motion in or on the
water (the meaning of "flocait") and yet be unmoving? We do say
though, "John is floating motionless *n the water,' which suggests
that our stated meaning of "float'" is not quite correct. What

is common to the different uses such as "John is floating motion=-
less in the water' and "John is floating down the river®? It
would appear that "float" means suspended in or on and does not
necessarily indicate any motion; but it may appear in a context
where motion is indicated. '"'Down' suggests motion in this sentence.
Thus, both interpretations of ''statue still" are appropriate,

and the ambiguity at this point enhances the image.

Just as we observed that it was odd to say that logs are
silent, we can make a similar observation about their being as
still as statues. If we notice this oddness early in the reading,
we are alerted to the potential which may be realized later in
the poem. In fact, the next line provides the resolution. The
dashes at the end of line two prepare the reader for some form of
elatoration, which is "Sly vicious animal, a sinister monster."
What is the problem with '"logs! ard "animal"? The difficulty is
one of number: more than one versus one, This, then, is & minor
grammatical flaw. (It is possible that !'logs'' present such an
image of unity that reference to them as an animal is precise.)

If these flcating objects are rot really logs but animals,
what is the effect of calling them logs? It is to render their
appearance into a virtual reality: they look like logs and,
thus, are said to be logs. A second effect whose potential is
established at this point is that of virtual distance between
the perceiver and the floating ohjects. We must be alert for
any change of distance which may occur later in the poem. In
light of line three, what is the reinterpreted meaning of the
first two lines? It could be: "These sly, vicious animals look
like silent logs floating statue still." But the problem of
"silent logs' still exists. It is not the logs that are silent,
but the animals: the attributes of the animals are grammatically
linked to the logs, which the animals appear to be, rather than
to the animals themselves.
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In addition to questions about the syntactic-senantic
aspects of these lines, we may ask: what sounds seem to prevail
in lines one through three? There are an unusual number of
sibilants, which draws attention to the words in which they
appear: ‘''silent,' "statue," “still," "sly," "sicious," "sinister,"
and "monster." What is the effect of 1inking these words together?
How is Msilent" related to "sinister" or '"monster," for example?
Something which is sly or sinister is covertly evil and it is
precisely this idea of covert evil which is reinforced by '"silent"
and "still." These characteristics are the outward qualities
which conceal the underlying evil and thus are appropriate
semantic complements to "vicious' and "sinister." In themselves
"silent," "statue™ and "still" are as neutral as the logs of
the first line; but the progression from '"silent logs' to '"sly!"
to ""vicious" to '"sinister monster" charges the previously neutral
words with the connotation of covert evil as the reader is bhrought
closer to the identity of the animal and closer to perceptual
recognition: the crocodile is virfually moving toward the
reader. In conclusion then, the first three lines use devices
such as sound links, images of appearznce, progression of word
meanings, ambiguity, and arrangement of images in creating an
effect which is quite impressive.

Lines four and five present a second image of the animals:
"Regiments of scaly armored troops/ Drifting down the river."
How does this image fit with the previous one? Siace linc three
has destroyed the benign-log image, the military image at least
continues the idea of destructiveness. The reader is presented
with the problem of determining the connection, if any, between
these lines and the '"animal . . . monster" of line three. No
overt signal connects them. The word "scaly" suggests a potential
connection since "troops'" do not usually have this characteristic
vhereas some animals do. I{ the reader is influenced by this
fact and by the earlier image of animals as logs, he may give the
following tentative interpretation to lines four and five: 'the
animals have scales and the animals look like regiments of troops
armored with scales.’

Someone might raise the question whether "drifting" is
corsistent with the prior image of “statue still." We accepted
the interpretation of '"still" as '"unmroving.! But now they are
said to be moving, i.e., drifting. Is it possible that something
be drifting and yet motionless? Yes, for we can interpret the
"sti11l!" of line two in the following way: ''the animals are not
moving their bodies, but they are nonetheless drifting down the
river."

What does the word "drift' mean or suggest? It usually
refers to a slow, lazy action; as such, it is rather benign.
This quality agaln contrasts the appcarance of the animals, their
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superficial behavior, with their ''real' character. "Drifting" is
also in contrast to the purposeful action suggested by the image
of troops.

So far we have not discovered the identity of the animal.
What effect does this postponement have? It seems to create a
sensez of suspense. If this is so, how does the susponse con-
plement the contrast pointed out between the benign appearance
and the viciousness of a monster? Someone might say, "You never
know when the animal is going to attack. There is suspensec
there, too." Exactly, and we do not know yet what the animal
might attack either. By the end of line five it seems that a
great de.\ of tension has been created from this contrast and
this suspense. How then does the next line, line six, fit with
the previous lines? What is its effect?

The previcus lines have each contributed directly to an
image of the animals: their appearance and characteristics.
Thus, line six, "Hot, damp, steamy jungles," is unlike the pre-
vious ones. It presents an image of 1 setting: oppressive,
but not particularly evil. What is its effect on the suspense?
On the one hand, we might feel that it breaks the suspense by
turning away from these mysterious and evil beings; yet on the
other hand, it adds to the suspense because the reader has been
zade eager to learn the animals' identity. These effects--
released and heightened tension--are veriaps contrastive like the
benign/evil image of the previous lines. In any case, the
oppressive quality has been created not only by the choice of
words but also by the repetition of similar meanings (hot is 1like
steamy and steamy is like damp and all are like jungles).

Line seven returns to the image of i“e animal, presenting
in "A brute of a creature!" a sense of its size and strength, but
again concealing its identity. Line eight, "Flesh-cater, killer,"
tells the reader what it attacks and what it dces to its victims,
Cne result of these lines is that more and more is revealed about
the creature--its identity seems closer; another result is that
the virtual distance between the reader and the monster grows
smaller and the idea of the monster gains a more threatening
quality. Another overlapping in the meanings of words, this time
of "flesh-eater!" and "killer," adds to this effect: the rein-
forcement of the dangerous, evil quality of the animal. But do
we know whose flesh it eats or whom or what it kills? What
2ffect does this uncertainty hav>? The presence of such gener-
ality--any flesh, any life--also ceems to generalize the other
qualities: the animal is more evil, more vicious, more monstrous
precisely because its prey is undetermined. The device of
leaving certain parts unstated, of creating a particular kind of
ambiguity, has appeared bvefore, in the haiku by Shiki; however,
we would hardly say that the ctfect of the ambiguity was the same
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in that soem. (That the effect of some device is detarmined
almost wholly by its unique context is an important idea and
should b2 emphasized.)

In what way does line nine differ from the previous ones?
It moves the reader closer to the animal than ever before, closer
particularly to that part of the animal which is the source of
death: '"Icicle teeth, in a huge dark abyss.'" The abyss is surely
the mouth, but to what effect are '"icicle® and "abyss'" employed?
In a mor¢ common context icicles are cold, long, and pointed,
but not «vil or dangerous. Is it then true that this word is an
unfortunatie choice for the poem? Not really, for the sharpness,
the colduess, and the length given by the word's meaning are
fitting, for the sinister suspense built up by the previous
images so imbues this essentially neutral concept with the idea
of evil “hat it becomes appropriate., It is as if the mind,
holding the impressions of the earlier part of the poem, allows
the idea of evil to '"take over'" the word: the context gives it
a meaning it does not have elsewhere. The location of the '"icicle
teeth," their use, and their possessor make all the difference.

We have already indicated that the effect of keeping the
identity of the animal concealed is one of suspense and that this
effect is obviously an integral part of the poem. Why is this
true? It is true because '‘crocodile' means in the mind of the
reader nct what it mecant before, outside the poem, but what the
whole poem defines it as: the whole poem is "A crocodile."

The appecrance of the word ''crocodile' in the final line has,
therefore, an effect which it could not have elsewhere.

(Ir examining this poem we have. found that there are a
number of similarities as well as di.fferences between it and the
Shiki haiku. Both employ the absence of words and phrases which
usually cerve as syntactic-semantic connectors in sentences,

Both employ ambiguity--the haiku syntactic and this poem lexical.
Both exhibit sound devices which serve to reinforce images or
link idess. Both deploy images in ways which reinforce those
images. Both 'say'" what they mean and do so as much by the
absence ¢f certain linguistic elements as by what is in the
poems.)

Both the Skiki haiku and Michael Goodson's crocodile poem
have illustrated the ambiguities that result from the lack of
explicit semantic-syntactic connectives. This next poem illus-
trates not only these ambiguities but also those which result
from the lack of any guiding punctuation,
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--Gustave Keyser (20, p. 23)

What might this lack of punctuation coupled with the lack of
explicit connectives lead us to expect? Perhaps there will be
greater difficulty of interpretation and more potential am-
biguities of underlying elements in this poem than in the earlier
two.

What happens if we examine this poem by taking it a line at
a time as we did with the haiku and Michael's poem? Line one,
“"black on white," seems insignificant as it stands. The image i
of one color on another. Colors of what? The only meager clue
we have is the link of this line with the title of the poem--
"Absolutes." We know that the colors black and white are abso-
lutes.

Line two, "crow in snow,'' provides no explicit link with
line one: there is no punctuation or other syntactic-semantic
signal connecting these two images. In fact, a quick glance at
the entire poem reveals that one major characteristic of this
poem is its lack of any guiding punctuation or syntactic-semantic
connectives., One result of this characteristic will be increased
difficulty of readers' interpretations arising from the greater
number of potential ambiguities of underlying elements.

¥We can begin to explore these potential ambiguities resulting

from lacx of punctuation and connectives by asking this question
about line two: could it be parallel to line one in presenting

a contrastive pair of absolutes? "Crow" and "snow'" do not seem
to fit this pattern. However, one connection we can see between
these lines is that t2tween the colors and the objects. We can
say that the colors of line one are those of the crow and the
snow respectively. How can we describe explicitly the relation-
ship tetween the two lines? Perhaps ''crow in snow" is an example
of "“black on white.'" Perhaps the aprearance of the crow in the
snow is first perceived as an unidentifiable black "thing" on an
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unidentifiable white '"'thing.'" What is the effect of the two
lines as they exist, as opposed, for example, to the following:
"plack crow inf{on) white snow"? More specifically, what is the
difference in effect between '"black crow'" as a unit and "black"
and '"crow" presented separately? It seems to be a matter of
emphasis: the former presents an image in which the color and
the object are merged and are not, therefore, really separately
thinkable, while the latter makes a point of the distinctness
of the two.

Line three is a single word, "hunched," whose link(s) to
the preceding lines must be discovered. What are the grammalical
constituents and what are their semantic connections? The
relevant lines are:

crow in snow
hunched
wet lump

on brittle branch

The reader's immediate reaction might be to view ''crow' as an
NP which is the subject of an unstated copula linking it to tkhe
NP, "hunched wet lump." But we must ask whether there are any
other acceptable readings of these lines, whether NP-Copula-NP
is the only possible underlying grammatical pattern. Different
children might suggest the following paraphrases of the meaning
of these lines:

(1) The crow which is in the snow is like a hunched wet
lump which is on a brittle branch.

(2) The crow which is in the snow is hunched like a wet
lump on a brittle branch.

(3) The crow which is in the snow is a hunched wet lump
which is on a brittle branch.

(4) The crow which is in the snow is hunched, and is a
wet lump on a brittle branch.

(5) The crow is in the snow; the crow is hunched; the
crow is a wet lump; the crow is on a brittle branch.

(6) The crow's being in the snow is like a hunched wet
lump's being on a brittle branch.

(7) The crow is in the snow; something else is a hunched
wet lump; etc.

Each of these interpretations of the lines in question io buasied
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upon the assumption of a different underlying gramsjatical form

and upon the assumption of different unspecified elements. The
absence of such elements as "is,!" "a,' "the," and '"like' indicates
a deviation from normal linguistic form and creates the potential
for syntactic-semantic ambiguity. Before we explore the relative
merits of each of these interpretations, let us examine, in orazr,
the grammatical patterns presumed to underlie each of these
paraphrases.

Paraphrase (1) contains a subject Noun Phrase "The crow'"
restricted by the relative clause '"which is in the snow." The
subject NP is followed by a Copula of comparison '"is like."

The Copula links the subject NP to a second NP and its restriction,
"hunched wet lump which is on a brittle branch." This second NP
contains the Noun "lump" and two Adjectives *hunched® and "wet."

We can represent this grammatical pattern in the following two
ways, the first of which indicates the pure form of the gram-
matical constituents and the second the paraphrase recpresented

in immediate constituent analysis.*

NP REL COPULA ('"is like'') NP REL

ot -

1 [a Eiunchezl] Edt‘g lum;}] which is
ADJ

The which Es

crow |is in like - on a
snow ADJ brittle
p - cop branch
jes ; VP NP S .

Paraphrase (2) differs from (1) in that "hunched' is seen
not as a ADJ modifying the N "lump,' but as a stative ADJ linked
with the Copula "is* to the NP containing ''crow.' Therefore,
the comparative "like' now designates the comparieson not between
the crow and the lump, but between the crow's state of being
hunched and the lump. The same visual reality may lie behind
each of these but their focus is quite different.

*For simplification scme of the constituent labels not
crucial to the point of this discussion have been omitted.
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NP REL VP PREP NP REL (VP)
The wh1ch is 1k:] which
crow hunched wet is

is
hunched)

B e
v

NP PREP lump jon a
| snow NP brittle
5 s S branch

" 5

Paraphrase (3) does not posit the similarity between the
crow and the lump, as do the first two; rather it contains a
case of identity: X is Y.

NP REL COPULA NP REL

The  |which [is] |a nunchea [wnich is on
crow is in wet lump a brittle
the snow cop branch
NP S - S
| NP

The fourth paraphrase _eems almost ldentical to the third,
the only difference being one perhaps of emphasis: the sepa-
ration of the two attributes by conjunction may have a slightly
different topical effect but no apparent semantic one.

NP REL VP % (NP) COPULA NP REL

which is Es huncheﬂ and (the [15] which
crow in snow ; crow) wet is on a
VP

Conj lump [brittle

NP branch

NP NP
-

S
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It ought to be clear by now that (5) is simply a iuper-
ficial variant of (3) and (4), in which the relativized sentences
are given independent status. There is no reason, therefore, to
give it any independent representation.

Paraphrase (6) does, however, introduce a new clement:
instead of comparing the object "crow" to the object “lump,"
this interpretation compares two events: the crow's being in
snow is compared with the hunched wet lumpts being on a brittle
branch. The major difference between object comparison and
event comparison is that the latter invites the perceiver to
contemplate every aspect of the two wholes in relation to each
other while the former only invites a more limited and directed
comparison, e.g., the appearance of hunching.

S PREP S

The crow's being is like the hunched wet lump's
in the snow COP PREP being on a brittle branch

VP
NP NP

S

Paraphrase (72 is simply a representative of many other
such interpretations involving the assumption of an unspecified
subject other than '"crow." Under this reading 'hunched wet
lump . . .'" is a VP which is not directly connected to linz two
of the poem. The following representation captures the essential

features of this reading.

Ne yp. (NP) VP

H —
The crow is in i {Something ';s a hunched on a
the snow else) ' wet brittle
P P NP vp  LiumP branch
N v NP S
s S
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In fact, however, anyon: reading this poem is unlikely tc¢ give
these lines an interpretation based on the assumption of an
unspecified subject other than crow. First, such an assumption
is not economical~~-it demands more hyvothetical elements than

any of the other readings. Second, ''crow" is a semantically and
syntactically appropriate element for the context, as (1)-(6)
demonstrate. We might observe that while this reading is not
impossible, it would be made likely only by an extremely powerful
set of poetic events as determining context. Later lines may be
revealing.

Lines six and seven provide the information we need to
resolve this problem. We know that the branch is not "remem-
bering," and since '"wet lump! is the most recent nominal which
can be the grammatical subject of "remember," it is reasonable
to assume that the "wet lump" is ''remembering.'" "Corn" seems
a clear indication that the crow is the semantic subject of
“"remembering" and if so, the wet lump must be the crow. '"Wet
lump" is then an example of psuedo-vronominalization: it szerves
a pro-nominal function in referring to the crow in line two. We
know this fact just as we know that in a sentence like "John
broke the window and the idiot deserves any punishment he may
get," "the idiot" refers unmistakably to "John." But unlike this
sente ', the poem has to create its meaning through the associ-

ative nk between crow and corn and the semantic link betwecn
crow and remembering--there are no explicit syntact: --semantic
signals.

What is the connection between line six and line seven?
From our discussion of the haiku, we could hypothesize a simple
“and" link or an '"tand then' link. These different links would
then provide the following interpretations of thesec lines:

(1) remembering warmth and remembering corn; or
(2) remembering warmth and then remembering corn.

The case for the first interpretation is that both warmth ang
corn constitute mositive experiences in the crow's past and,
therefore, belong. to the same category. On the other hand,
evidence for the second interpretation depends upon the parallel
between the order of the lines and the time secguence: the second
line follows the first in space and may suggest that temporal
order of poetic events. Both interpretations, like the first

six interpretations of lines two through five, scem equally
possible and not in conflict. A reaconable tentative conclusion
would be that whatever logic could be brought for or ugainst either
would be tenuours and that we ought to accept both readings
simultaneously. This is certainly in keeping with our belief in
complementary ambiguity and its enriching effect.
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Line eight presents further ambiguities. The most o3vious
connection of "miserable!" to the rest of the poem is through
the crow. The poetic image of the crow suffering the deprivations
of winter in contrast with the rich memories of summer is
certainly a presentation of misery. It is unlikely that anyone
would suggest that the 'corn'" of the previous line is "miserable,"
simply because our knowledge of the world and language does not
create such an image in the context of this poem. This inter-
pretation could be cavtured in this way:

remembering corn--
the crow is miserable « . . .

Again the words ''the crow is' have been omitted in the original
and as a 1esult we are alerted to the potential ambiguity. A
slightly more sophisticated person might suggest that it is not
exactly the crow that is miserable; rather it is the entire
image of suffering that is miserable, miserable as presented

to the mind of the reader. An even more sophisticated view is
that the remembrance of warmth and corn in contrast with the
coldness and lifelessness of the scene is what is miserable.
Again we must turn co later lines for additional evidence.

The last three lines, "as life/is/black on white," present
interesting problems. The "as'" of line nine clearly links "1ife"
with the preceding lines, yet "as" has at least three meanings:
(1) since or because, (2) like or i1 the manner of, and (3%)
comparable to, "as X as Y." Line ten contains the only copula
in the poem: '"is." Its presence is significant because it is
essential to the interpretation of the final three lines,
whereas earlier lines were not only interpretable but also
meaningfully ambiguous precisely because the copula was absent.
One interpretation of these last few lines of the poem using the
first meaning of "as'" is '"The crow is miserable because life
is « . « " The ellipsis after "is'" indicates that nothing
follow . "is'" in line ten in the poem. Line eleven provides one
possible completion: '"The crow is miserable because life is
black on white.!" But without any punctuation we cannot know
whether this is the meaning. Another meaning is that "the crow
is miserable :ecause life is miserable.'" Here a redundant ad-
jective is elided. If this is the interpretation, we must
discover what relationship line eleven has to the preceding
lines. It could be the sane as the first occurrence of this
line: a contrast of absolutes, though in this case the suffering
of the crow is in contrast to his remembrance of warmth and corn.

The second meaning of '"as" provides yet another set of
interpretations. The crow is misgserable in the way that life i:;
black on white, or in the way that life is miserable. The third
meaning of ":5' provides a further set. The crow is as micerable



as life is miserable, or as life is black on white. These many
readings of these lines are based on our knowledge of the syn-
tactic-semantic possibilities of English. It seems intuitively
right to read that "the crow is as miszerable as life is micernble.™
This rightness is a result of familiarity with grammatical-
semantic patterns which occur in English. In addition, we know
what it means to say that the crow is as miserable as life is
miserable. But do we know so immediately what some of the other
interpretations mean? For example, what does it mean to say

that the crow is as miserable as black on white?

In using a comparative we generally consider two objects
or actions or qualities which have at least one attribute in
common. This attribute becomes the basis for the comparison
and the two objects, actions or gqualities are said to be equal
in this attribute. This general description seems to apply to
all comparisons: if we can think of some attribute which two
things have in common then those things can be compared. For
example, '"John" and "the door'" may be the objects, and "height"
may be the common attribute. Supplying these items for the
appropriate comparative form--X is as Y as 2 is Y--will result
in: '"John is as tall as the door is tall." However, the elcmecnts
within our last interpretation of lines eight through eleven
do not obviously fit this form: the crow {(X) is as miserable (Y)
as life (2Z) is black on white {(Y?). Are there any other forms
of comparison than the one we have just noted?

As a matter of fact, we do find such sentences as, "John
is as tall as Jim is fat'" and "Mary is as overwcight as Sue is
underweight.!"! In these, the atiribute used to compare the people
is not explicitly referred to by "tall," or '"fat"; or by "over-
weight" or "underweight." However, such comparisons do seenm
appropriate. It would appear that the common attribute is
actually an underlying category to which the stated attributes
belong: the first might be "dimension'' and the second '"weight."
A paraphrase of the first sentence might then be: 'the distance
from John's head to his foot is as great (or small) as the distance
around Jim's body." Th: paraphrase for the second, however, must
be different because the "direction' of the ''measurement" is
different. '"Over" and 'under' when applied to weight entails
some norm against which the judgment of "over' or "under" is made.
"Overweight!" thus means roughly "over the normal weight" and
"underweight' means "under the normal weight.” Our paraphrasc
for the second sentence must be then something like: 'Mary is
as much over the normal weight as Sue is under the normal weight."

Let us take an even more difficult example: ‘“Harry is as
generous as Mark is belligerent.” There may well be some question
whether this centence 1 acceptable. Why? 1t may be that o it
becomes more and more .ifficult to locate the common underlying
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category, the more likely we will be to question the acceptability
of the sentence. A very unusual categovy may result in metaphor.
Prolonged thought about the commonality of ''generosity" and
"belligerence" will produce no category except that of 'behavior."
Yet there is something about this sentence which does permit it

to convey meaning. Tt seems as if the attributes themselves

are not as much an essential part of the comparison as the degrece
to which each is present in Harry and Mark. If Mark is very
(somewhat, or a little, or in no way) belligereat then Harry is
equally very (somewhat, or a little, or in no way) generous.

Thus, the extent or degree of the qualities is the basis of
comparison rather than the gualities themselves. Perhaps, then,
the fundamental form of comparison does not reguire an identity

of qualities but only an identity of degree: X is Y in the same
degree (to the same extent) as 2 is P. (Y and P may be identical
though they do not have to be.) Now let us return to the poem

to determine whether this new understanding of the nature of
comparison proves useful in an interpretation of the last four
lines.

Cur paraphrase again was: '‘the crow is as miserable as
life is black on white." If we take "black on white'" as a unit,
we can search for a possible underlying category for it and
miserable." We can also see whether the comparison is based on
our notion of degree or extent. We have already noted hypo-
thetically that "black on white'" is an example of absolutes and
likewise that the misery of the crow in winter in contrast with
its remembrance of summer warmth and corn is another example of
absolutes. Perhaps, then, the underlying category of this
comparison is absoluteness. The paraphrase might be: ''the
absoluteness of the crow's misery is as great as the absoluteness
of life's black on white." Or, '"the crow is as absolutely
miserable as life is absolutely black on white." This iatter
paraphrase is based more on the model of comparison of degree
or extent. This pure comparison of contrasts might be stated even
a third way: '"the contrast between the crow's misery and his
remembrances is marked to the same degree as the contrast between
black and white, thatl is, they are absolutely contrastive,"

(It is clear by now that this one interpretation of these
last lines of the poem involves very complex semantic relation-
ships and, therefore, demands no little amount of skill on the
part of the reader., But if the full richness of the poem is to
be appreciated, one must nec~ssarily engage in this type of
investigation.)

We are now prepared to turn to the question of the poem's
form: the placement and appearance of the lines. We have ulrecady
noted onc of the effects of the placement of the lines: ambi-
guity. The effect of ambiguity as we have scen is to create
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diverse meanings, each of which is present as a unit in the poem.
For exanmple, the ambiguity of "life is miserable'" as opposed to
"ife is black on white' (11. 9-11) makes these two almost
presentationally equal--the expectation of the more normal
comparison, "miserable." A second effect is that of emphasis;
without punctuation the burden for emphasis, as well as for
forming the various possible ways to read the constituents,
rests on how the lines are broken up. Since there are no con-
nectives (except "as"), each line is read tentatively as a
separate image. By preventing a rapid reading, the simultaneous
lack of punctuation and connectives creates ambiguities and
forces the reader to search for them.

In addition to these effects, the placement and appearance
of these lines on the printed page creates a visual effect.
Since the poem presents an image of a crow huddled on a branch,
exemplifying the absoluteness of life's misery, the reader may
perceive through that mental image the visual appearance of
the poem as an approximation of a crow huddied on a branch,
representable in this following way:

_]

In addition, the location of the words, '""hunched/wet iump,' appear
immediately above the line, "on a brittle branch"; as such, the
meaning of these lines gives their shape on the printed page the
appearance of a wet lump on a branch. Thus, this pure visual
shape of the poem may be a reinforcing element of the total

poetic image. Apart from the poem the shape is not of a crow,

but in the world of the poem it may well have this import. This
is a delicate distinction, yet a necessary one. The poem actually
gives significance to the outward form of the lines, significance
whick it would not otherwise have. The same form manifested by
another poem, containing a different image, m1ght well have eoual
but different significance. -

Other elements can be considered a matter of form as well
as of content. For example, the final line of the poem is the
sare as the first line. This symmetry has at least two cffects.
First, the final occurrence of ''black on white'" has more meaning
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than the first--it has the meaning given to it by the rest of
the poem--and as such stands in marked contrast to the .'irst.
Second, by drawing the reader's attention to the first line,
the last line creates a recycliing of the entire pcem. There
are probably many other observations which might be made, but
these serve to illustrate the point about the meaning of form.

(We began to examine this poem because, as in the Shiki
haiku and Michael's crocodile poem, we had to reconstract possible
syntactic-scmantic links within the poem. The absence of
punctuation and connectives both created ambiguity and also
necessitated the search for it. As in the other poems, the
2mbiguity was lexical and constructional. The various possible
meaninlgs were not in confliict and did not require a choice among
them; they all contributed in complex ways to the total image.

We also found that, as in the haiku, the form and placement of
lines were significant because they gave import to the wvisual
appearance of the poem or the page. This import was not possible,
however, until the entire poem had been investigated.

We did not examine everything in the poem. For example,
we did not investigate the role of intonation in determining
possible constituents and possible syntactic-semantic relation-
ships between lines: the way the mind'c ear determines possible
readings. We did not deal with the effect of alliteration or
repetition of sounds. We did not examine the obvious contrast
between the preposition "on," in lines one and eleven, and the
preposition "in,” in line two. The connection was not cxplored
between the observations riade about 1he common categories linked
by "and'!' which came from the haiku and the observation about
the common categories of the comparative constructicn, though
one might wish to do so. Also,one might wish to expand our
comments on the lack of determiners, which suggests that ''crow"
is not "the crow'"--some specific one~-but perhaps "a crow" or
"any crow." More to the point, the identity of "‘crow" is wholly
within the poem and "the" or "a" or even "any" suggests a non-
poetic creature in this context.

Even though we engaged in a somewhat lengthy digression on
the comparative, we did not spend as much time discussing whether
different possible meanings should be equally acceptable, or
stating in detail a full account of every way those meanings
could be paired in reading the poem. We assume that from poem
to poem there will be a shift in emphazis depending on the nature
of the poem, the direction of the discussion, and other factors.)

In examining the next two poems we will change our approach
from a line-by-line reading in which we question meanings,
devices, and effects. OQur presentation now will be a more
direct exposition containing a hypothetical interpretation, a
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general statement of devices present in the poem, and finally,
support from a close reading of the poem for the interpretation.

In contrast to the former presentation, which attempted to simulate
the process of poetic investigation, this one will present what a
teacher might already have discovered from his own close reading
of the poem prior to an investigation ¢f the poem with children.

The first poem is TO BE SUNG BY A SMALL BOY WHO HERDS GOATS,
by Yvor Winters. (21, p. 29)

TO BE SUNG BY A SMALL BOY WHO HERDS GOATS

1.

One interpretation of this poem is that it presents an image of
felt-unity within nature: boy, goats, lichens, sun and wind,
mountaine and earth--all are one with each other. This image is
created chiefly by context~determined meaning and ambiguity,
which arise from the use of particular grammatical patterns and
of words which have more than one relevant meaning. Repetition
of key words in different syntactic-semantic contexts is also a
significant device.

The word "brown' appears three times in the poem and serves
as a pivot word. BEach brown thing is linked to every other brown
thing. '"Hair" and "arms" are brown; moreover, they are both
"brown as the sun.”" "Brown earth' becomes the fourth element
of felt-unity in nature. '"Rough' connects "hair" and "wind"
in tre first stanza, while ''stiff" connects '"ears' and "wingd"
in the third. These grammatical connections have the effect of
creating a sense of identity among the various elements.
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This interlocking suggests that there may be more to the
poem than the image of goats in the first and third stanzas, the
boy in the second, and the lichens in the fourth. For example,
it is not known whose hair is designated in line one. It could
be the goats' or the boy's. '"Hair" could even refer metaphorically
to the lichens, whose stubby roughness resembles hair--i.e., "hair
(which is) on earth." Given this less limiting perspective, it
is possible that the "I" of line five is not only the oy but
also, again metaphorically, the lichens. "Arms'" then is a word
which captures the appearance of the arm-like stubby offshoots
of the lichens. This reading becomes more plausible when later
in the poem the lichens are animated by their occurrence as the
grammatical subjec’ of 'sleep" and "run." Since the verb "creep"
in line seven refers to action that is as much lichen-like as
boy~like, it strengthens the possibility of this double reading
and thereby furthers the identity of boy and lichen. Lichens
are ''nmever done" in that their work of endlessly turning rock
into brown earth has continucd since the beginning of time. The
boy is '"never done! in hic task of herding the goats, 2 seeningly
endless task in the context of his life. One additional inierpre-
tation of lines szven and eight resul’s from the sun's link to
these "cbjects" whose identities arc interrelated: these lines
present the appearance of the never-ending movement of the sun's
rays on the mountains. These ambiguities do not, however, have
equal rank in the poem since the primary perspective is the boy's.
The effect is then to present the lichens, the goats, and the sun
as aspects of the boy's mind.

In the third stanza the ambiguity is continued. The subject
of the lines is at least implicitly the goats, with their sharp
hoofs and hard eyes. Yet a context-determined interpretation
may open the meaning of these lines to include the boy. The
literal image of line ten--(something) tramples on the sun--is
not meaningful. However, it can be interpreted in two non-
literal ways. PFirst, "sun" may indicate the sun as it is re-
flected on the mountains. In this case, the goats are trampling
on the earth where the sun's rays are reflected. Second, "Trample
on the sun' may indicate the appearance of an event including the
goats jumping on the mountains between the sun and some hypo-
thetical observer; that is, the sun appears under the goats'
feet as they leap from rock to rock.

Again in the lines "Shuarp ears . . . point the way to run,"
the grammatical subject is not explicit. This fact permits the
reading of either boy or goats as subject: the sharp ears of
the boy (or goats) point the way for the boy (or goais) to run.
Like the former ambiguities, this one produces a context-determined
identity between boy and goats. '"Run," the last word of this
stanza, is also the last word of the next; its reappearance
links not only the boy/goats of the third stanza but also the
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lichens of the last two lines of the poem. These last two l.nes
present a problem of interpretatiosn, for if 'as" —~eans '"in the
way," the meaning is: "lichens sleep in the way that they run"
(i.e., unnoticed). On the other hand, if "as" means "while,"
the meaning is: '"lichens sleep while they run." Even though
both are metaphorically possible, there is still the literal
impossibility of lichens sleeping or running. Metaphorically,
the lichens en masse appear to be still, unmoving--''sleeping";
yet the stubby offshoots (the "arms" of line five) appear to ke
moving outward over the rocks--'"runaning.!" Thus, the lichens are
given attributes of the boy and the goats--i.e., the ability to
run and sleep. As such, the metaphorical f.ow moves both ways--
the attributes of the boy/goats merge into the presentation of
the lichens just as those of the lichens mecrge into the boy/
goats. '"Life" is not only plant life but also human/animal,
This meaning is effected ia part by the ambiguity of "lirfe."

The phrase '"life is in lichens" means both that they are alive
and that they are the source of life. This latter meaning itself
has two interpretations. Lichens are the source of life because
they are a fundamental life-form which turans lifeless rock iato
fertile rarth, and because they are food for goats.

¥ith the interconnections between the wvarious life-forms
made clear, it is possible to understand the gquestion of the last
stanza: '"Who on this brown earth/Knows himself one?" '"One' is
either a pronoun referring to lichen and the line therefore reads:
knows himself tc be a lichen''; or "one'" refers to the unity of
plant, animal, and human and the line therefore reads: 'knows
himself to ve & unity of plant, animal, human." 1In a way the
question is: who knows the-.idea-presented-by-the-poem? The boy
shows by his song--the voem--that he knows at least unconsciously.
But the fact that These iwo lines are in gquestion form and that
the question is poetic, not a real question to be answered,
suggests that human knowledge or consciousness of igentity with
plant and animal--with nature in general--is rare. This suggestion
is reinforced by the word '"sleep.'!" Just as the lichens are per-
petually asleep--without coasciousness--as they live, man is
without consciousness of his connection to nature as he lives.
This interpretation arises from purely associative links between
the poetic clements; there are no formal syntactic-semantic
connections. The reader confronts the lines with an idea of
human, enimal, plant identity and this idea suggests to him the
possibility of reading ''boy" or ''man" for "lichens." Since this
reading is plausible, the interpretation of "one" as '"unified"
and of '"one'" as '""lichen" is further strengthened.

In conclusion, this analysis appears to strongly support
the interpretation of the poem as an image of felt-unity within
nature. However, in addition to the puvints made in the iuvesti-
gation tnere are other interesting linguistic phenomena within
the poer:. For example, in commenting on the pivotal fuuction of
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"hrown,'" its effect of linking imagistically other elements
within the poem, we did not deal with the semantic problem in-
herent in the phrase ''brown as the sun.!" The hair and aras are
not literally brown as the sun since the sun is not brown. This
attempt at literal interpretation is based on the assumption of
a regular underlyinz grammatical form of comparison which permits
ellipsis of redundant elements, This form is: "brown as the sun
is brown." Since the line is meaningful it must have some type
of deviant underlying form which is in the context of the poem
recoverable, though not elsewhere. We suggest that this form is
something like: "brown as the sun makes them (hair, arms) brown."

The line, "Sharp ears, stiff as wind," presents a similar
problem since the wind is not literally stiff. Yet we give this
line an interpretation based on some underlying form. It meaus
perheps that the ears are stiff enough that the wind cannct bend
them. More in keeping with the normal comparative form is this:
the ears are as stiff as a '"stiff" wind is strong. Here the basic
comparison is one of degree, which permits dissimilar syntactic-
semantic elements to be compared.

The way in which we make such interpretations is partly
through our knowledge of the world--sun makes arms brown and wind
blows objects cver. It is also partly through our knowledge of
lznguage. We know that because of the normal process of ellipsis
the comrarative ''as" is usually followed by only a few of the
elements needed for a full interpretation. We also know that we
can test through paraphrase the rightness of elements we believe
to be elided.,

One last poetic element of some interest is the comparison
in the first line, '"sweeter." Because the line ''Sweeter than
rough hair" is first and the line "On earth there is none'" is
second, the reader is led to contemplate what might be sweeter
than rough hair, or to expect that something will appear which is
sweeter. The denial at the very end of the second line thereby
emphasizes the meaning of the first, emphasizes the quality of
sweetness. The more normal linguistic form, "on earth there is
none sweeter than rough hair," dnes not create this emphatic
effect because the negation is perceived before the comparison.

The second poem is by Kenneth Patcnen and is entitled,
THE MAGICAL MOUSE. (22, p. 14)

THE MAGICAL MOQUSE

Q 59
ERIC

o f;1



Py

b - ——

— g

[YE)

I o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- g

Our hypothesis is that this poem prescnts an embodiment of un-
predictable and destructive forces. The magic of the mouse is
frightening; it is black, not white magic. Anomaly and contrast,
as well as stanza form, contribute to the total effect of the
poem. What the mouse does is unpredictable, and the form of the
poem after the first few stanzas also proves to be unpredictable.
The poem contains four statements of what the magical mouse does
not do; but these statements do not just rule out certain behav_.or,
they emphatically contrast the innocent behavior of a normal
mouse with the sinister behavior of the poem's mouse. It is
these contrasts of countent and form which establish the import

of the poem. Just as magic is o1ly gradually and never fully
comprehended, the extent of the magical mouse's powers and
erratic nature is only suggested (and the fact that it is onl

a suggestion makes it one source of the terror he produccsj.

The title of the poem has three effects. First, '"magical"
can designate either an attribute of the source of the mouse or
the behavior of the mouse--either it may have been created
magically, or it may possess magical powers. Second, the very
fact of this ambiguity creates uncertainty, if not unpredicta-
bility. Third, the nature of the magic is not clear from the
title, though as the poem reveals, the mouse's magic is more
certainly black than white.

The first stanza's characterization of the mouse is
semantically odd: eating sunsets and treetops is bizarre. Sun-
sets cannot be eaten, though children might observe that the sun's
sinking behind the horizon is visually and imoginatively 1like the
sun's being eaten by the earth. Further, the category which
must underlic "suncets/And the tops of trees" is extremely
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difficult to recover: syntactic-semantic evidence that it is
indeed difficult to articulate what the mouse is. One could
speculate that sunsets are the ends of days and that treetops

are ends of trees, suggesting that the category might be ends-
of-things. 1In the third stanza, the mouse is said to wear the
funnels of lost shins and weather under dead iraves. If the
underlying category here is ends-of-things, we nced to examine
the meaning of "lost ships" and ''weather under dead lecaves."
"Lost" means both "in an unknown location' and "sunk." As a ship
is sinking, the last part to go under is of course the fvnrel.

In this sense then the funnel is the end of the ship. Looking

at the phrase "weather/That's under dead lecaves,'" we find here,
too, that category, ends-of-things, for dead leaves are the end
of the trees'!' yearly life, and the weather under them is produced
by their decomposition--the end of ends-of-things. Thus, the
category for both the first and third stanza can be seen to he
the ends-of-things.

The phrase "wear funnels/Of lost ships'' needs further
investigation. On the one hand, since the mouse is wearing these
funnels he must know where the lost ships are. Yet they are still
"lost" to others. The obvious question this raises is: what is
the magical mouse's connection tc their being lost? The connectior
is never made explicit in the poem, but the effect is to create
an ominous tone. The other reading of "lost" (as "sunk") is
additionally sinister. The ships are sunk aud the mousc is
wearing their funnels. The unspoken but clearly possible inter-
pretation is that the mouse caused them to sink. However, the
lines provide ovidence only that there is a connection between
the ships and the mouse; the lack of specification cdds to the
enigmatic nature of the mouse.

A second point to be made about this phrase is the oddness
of literally wearing funnels and the literal impossibility of
wearing weather. The coupling of funnels and weather forces
the metaphorical interpretation of '"wear . . . weather" to be
applied to "wear . . . funnels." The meaning of wearing "weather/
That's under dead leaves'" nearest the literal is perhaps:
"surrounding oneself with the weather that is under dead leaves.'
A further extension of the meaning of '"wear! is necessary to
include "funnels": the magical mouse is associated with funnels
of lost ships and weather uader dead leaves. The exact nature
of this associaion is uncertaia, but ominous.

Given the interpretation of '"wear" as an unspecified
“association with!" ends-of-things (funnels of lost ships and
weather under dead leaves), the prior verb "eat!" is reinterpre-
table. Since sunsets and treetops also fit the category of
ends-of-things, "eat" takes on the metapnorical and more gencral
meaning of "consume." It is at this point that we recognize
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that the magical mouse is not simply a giant Macy-mouse but that
’ the mouse is itself a concentration of all magic, all power. A

real mouse (however huge) is an object; the magical mouse is
like a force-~field which consumes life energy.

? The interpretation of the final three lines of the poem,

"I eat/Little birds and maidens/That taste like dust," occurs in

. the light of this same metaphorical meaning of "eat." Since

j the poem presents the magical mouse as dynamic force or process

: rather than object, we can interpret the "I" as the force or
precess involved in the progression toward death, a progression

; which young beings such as little birds and maidens are in from

l the moment they are born. Thus, the cotegory established for the

first and third stanzas (ends-of-things) must be broadened to

include the heginnings-of-things as well. While we usually view

life from the perspective of increase from its beginnings--age,

size, krowledge, and so forth--the poem's perspective given through

the magical mouse is that of decrease-~the consumption of 1ife

energy, of life processes themselves, The magical mouse is then

this process of life-energy-consumption, the force-field of 1life

which moves living beings towards their death. In the early

stanzas of the poem, we are presented with the end-result of

this process (ends-of-things); in the last three lines we are

presented with the process itself--the ongoing, continuous

consumption of life energies of living beings. These beings taste

like dust ang thus, their future state is foreshadowed. The pocm

looks toward their death and itself 'senses" that death. The

resulting interpretation of the final line must be gomething

‘ like: "the 'I' senses that the little birds and maidens are like

] the dust that they will become in ueath.' The notion of "sense!
is captured metaphorically in the specific word "taste."

] Turning from content to form, we discover that several

characteristics of the poem contribute to the image of the poem's

. mouse as unpredictable. First, there is the matter of stanza

] length. A pattern emerges in the first four stanzas: the number

1 of lines is orderly--four, one, four, one. Since there are two
more ctanzas in the poem, we might expect them to follow this

l' same pattern. Hcwever, like the mouse, the poem proves to be
unpredictable, for the final two stanzas are instead: seven, cne.

In itself, this is interesting but there is more.

The lines of the first four stanzas seem to manifest still
another pattern. Notice the '"moun-verb! patterns of these lines!

¢ —— [ Y
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I don't eat . . .
I eat « . &
And . . .

I don't vwear « .

T wear . «
and « « o

I don't wear « .« o«

The pattern can be paraphrases as something like: "I + negated
verb'" followed by a contrastive "I + verb." The negated verd
is followed by one object; while the contrastive positive verb
is followed by two conjoined objects. Thus, the expectation
created for what should follow "I don't fear cats' (1. 20) is a
contrastive "I fear something and something else." Instead, there
appears a second thing not feared: wondsowls {what normal mice
would fear most). Neither does the next line conform to the "I
fear something else' pattern. On the contrary, it is the exact
opposite, for MI do as I please" is a positive assertion and an
ominous one since whatever il pleases to do is unpredictable,
evcept insofar as it will be destructive. The following line,
"slways," has no prior counterpart in the poem and by this fact,
as well as by its meaning, serves to emphasize the omnipresent,
ubiquitous unpredictability of the magical mouse.

Line sixteen, "I eat," also deviates from a pattern
established earlier in the poem. The previous occurrence of the
verb Peat" (1. 3), as well as the occurrence of the verb '"wear"
(1. 6), was followed in the same line with the object{s) of the
verb, Here in line sixteen no object-to-be-eaten appears; it
is withheld until the next line, creating suspense and emphasis
on what the next lines reveals to be the object of "eat."

In conclusion, this poem presents elements which are not
fully interpretable-~for example, the underlying categories of
sunsets and treetops, funnels of lost ships and weather under
dead leaves, little birds and maidens--and this unpredictability
rather than being a fla. (as it might be in another poem) actually
contributes significantly to the total image of the partially
unknown and completely unpredictable black magic of the "'magical
mouse."
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SECTION FOUR

INVESTIGATION OF SYHTACTIC-SEMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS
IN THE SELECTED WRITING OF STUDENTS

IN GRADES h-12
Intzoduction

One of the directions that the English langusge has moved
in its historical development 1s from parataxis to hypotaxis.
Parataxis is defined by Webster's New Third Interrational
Dictionary as:

coordinate ranging of clause-~, phrases, words one
after another without coordinating cunnectives (as
in HE LAUGHED; SHE CRIED) . . . , the placing of a
subordinate clause beside a main clause without a
subordinate connective {as in I RELIEVE IT IS TRUE,
. » « THERE IS A MAN WANTS TO SEE YOU) . . .

while hypotaxis is defined simply as: ‘''syntactic subordination
(28 by a conjunction)." George 0. Curme has summarized this
historical shift from parataxis to hypotaxis very briefly:

There were originally no conjunctions. Paratsxis
reigned suorene, ®.e., sentences simply lay side by
side . . . . Later, coordiration aroee . . . [and
still later] hypotaxis, i.e., formul subordination,

2 cleuse with a formal sign of svbordination, gradually
developed and is still ever developing, introducing
finer shades of expression. (1, p. 156)

The philoropher Ernat Casnirer has alsc rointed out that the
history of language itself raveals thie progression from simple
coordination without connectives (parataxis) to syntsctic sub-
ordination vith connectives (hypotaxis); at first

[o]ne word follows another in mere coordination, =.d

where several senterces nacur, they disclose a loose
cornection, for the most part without coordinatica
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conjunctions. The clauses may be strung togethe-~,

but they are not yet inwardly linked and "interlocked,"
since there is as yet no linguistic instrument by

which to designate and sharply differentiate their
subordination znd superordination. (2, p. 3%10)

Cassirer concluded from the prevalence of paratax: s in the
languages of primitive peoples (chiefly the American Indian and
most African languages) that hypotaxis

« + +» is lacking in the languages of primitive peoples,
and seems to have been acquired only gradually in the
highly developed languages. (2, p. 310)

Does the prevalence of paiataxis and the lack of hypotaxis
in these "primitive'" languages mean that their speakers were
unable to think abour ideas which are logically related in a
superordinate-subordinate relationship? Not at all--it simply
means that the paratactic structure of the language forces complex
relational ideas into simple paratactic syntax:

At this early stage a complex logical relation of
causal or teleological type--a relation of cause

and effect, of condition and conditioned, end and
means, etc., must be expressed by simple coordination.
Often an absolute construction comparable Lo the Latin
ablative absolute or the Creek genitive absolute
serves to indicate highly ccmplex relations of

""since" and "after," of "because' and "“therefore,"

of "although" and "conszguently." (2, p. 310)

Langrage, either in the early formative stages or in the most
advanced of primitive tongues, does not express subordination
(Let alone varying degrees of it) in linguistic terms other than
coordination. Thus, the separate ideas

« « « that constitute discourse here 1lies as it were
on a single linguistic plane: there is no differ-
entiation of perspective between foreground and back-
ground in epeech if%self. Language reveals its power
of differentiation and articulation in the coordi-
nation of the parts of the sentence; but it does

not yet succeed in raising this purely static
relation to a dynamic relation of reciprocal logical
dependency, and expressing it as such. In place of
precisely graduated subordinate clause&, a simple
gerundial construction may serve, withouv depariing
from the law of coordination, to express the most
diverse specifications and medificetions of action,
encompassing trem in a stable, but characteristically
rigid comstruction. (2, pp. 310-11)
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Ideas, then, reveal their complex relationshipi to each
other in the formative stages of language only through the loose,
cumbersome side-by-side arrangement of parataxis. In fact,
Cassirer points out that this form of thought when wedded to
paratactic speech

. « o« finds a nega“ive but no less characteristic

expression in the absence of those classes of words

which, as the grammarians' %“erm for them suggests,

must be regarded as one of .he basic instruments of
relational thought and its linguistic expression.

The relative pronoun appears to be a late development

and, if we consider language as a whole, rather rare.

Before language arrives at this formation, the re-

lations which we express by relative clauses must be
rendered by . . . complex circumlocution . . . . (2, p. 311)

Having examined examples from various languages in which
there are no or very few independent subordinate units, he
concludes that

[é]ll these phenomena seems to show how language

takes up the pure category of relation hesitantly,

as it were, and learns to apprehend it only deviously,
through other categories, particularly those of
substance and attribute. (2, p. 312)

This lack of reclational linguistic expressions to corre-
spond to the complex relautionships among ideas, revealed in the
lack of relative pronouns and conjunctions in primitive languages,
was not characteristic of primitive languages alone; it was true
even or those languages

« o« « which in their general structure have subse-
guently developed the . . . art of hypoctactic articu-
lation . . « to ite highest refinement. Even the
Indo-Germanic languages, which thanks to their
astenishing faculty of differeantiating the expreesion
of relatior have been called the true languages of
philosophical idealism, developed this faculty only
gradually. (2, p. 312)

Thus, even in the most highly developed languages, Cassirer found
that hypotactic linguistic capacity for expressing the complex
relationships among ideas came slowly and emerged only in the
latest stages of their development.

A comparison, for example, between Greek and Sanskrit
shows that the different members of this group repre-
sent entirely different stages with regard to the

73

"3



power and freedom of relational thought and expression.
In the "ur-period'" the independent clause seems to
have predominated over the subordinate clause, the
paratactic over the hypotactic connection. Although
this ur-language possessed relative cluuses, it

lacked, according to the evidence of comparative
linguistics, a sharply delimited set of comjunctions
by which to express cause, consequence, coordination,
opposition, etc. {2, pp. 312-13)

Cassirer says that, in Sanskrit, conjunctions were almost tonally
absent, rendering what other languages expressed by subordinate
conjunctions almost entirely by nominal composition and amplifi-
cation by participial and gerundial expressions. However, even
in one of the more highly developed languages, Greek,

« « « the progress from the paratactic structure of
the Homeric language to the hypotactic structure of
Attic prose occurred only gradually. (2, p. 313)

Cassirer summarizes his findings from primitive and highly de-
veloped languages regarding the shift from parataxis to hypotaxis:

All this indicates that what Humboldt called the act
of autonomous, synthetic postulation in language,
and found embodied (apart from the verb) chiefly

in the use of conjunctions and relative pronouns,
was one of the latest accomplishments of language
formation, to which it attained through a variety

of intermediary phases. (2, p. 313)

Thus, it seems that the history of both primitive and complex
languages reveals that the expression of sentence relationships
begins in parataxis, the simple coordinate placing of sentences
side by side, and only slowly and gradually moves c¢o hypotaxis,
the syntactic subordination of sentences through a variety of
relational connectors (relative pronouns and conjunctions) to the
msin or independent sentence. Since languages themselves go
through this progression from simple coordina‘ion without con-
nectives to complex subordination with a variety of relational
connectives, then it would not be surprising co find that children
proceed through a similar progression in their language develop-
ment: phylogeny recapitulating ontogeny. In fact, Cassirer
states that this is so:

In the earliest stages of language formatior waich
we can examine from a psychological view, simple
parataxis is the basic rule of sentence structure.
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The language of children is everyvhere governed >4
this principle.* (2, p. 310)

As support, he citea the work of Clara and William Stern,
Die Kindersprache, the major premises of which appear in a later
work of William Stern, Psychology of Errly Childhood (3). Stern's
summary of the stages in the child's speech development supports
Cassirer’s point that children repeat the history of language in
passing from parataxis to hypotaxis. (1) The chkild leaves behind
the "one-wo.d sentence" at about age one, combining hesitantly at
first two or more words into a complete sentence. (2) At about
two years two months, his sentence-formation, although still
paratactic, is quite varied: series of exclamations, descriptions,
and questions can be formed by this time. (3) Finally, at about
two years six months, the purely paratactic sentence-formation
is left behind, as the child learns to express varying order of
thoughts (superordinate aud subordinate) by hypotaxis, and there
is rapid growth in the different kinds of subordinate clauses,
although the finer differentiation of particles and the mastery
of the conjunctive and subjunctive verb--foras require considerable
time to learn. The child's quesiions Vvegin to extend to time and,
above all, to the causal relations (WHY? HO%W COME?) (2).

Correspunding to thcse stages in the child's speech develop~
ment are stages of thought dzvelopment.

To begin with, thought stands in the "SUBSTANCE
STAGE"; out of the chaos of unnoticed experience
there emerges at first substantial form, inde-
pendently existing persons and things as the sepa-
rate material ol thought. Then follows the '"ACTION
STAGE"; the existing activities of persons and things
are emphasized in thought and attiact special interest
to themselves. Not until the third stage does the
child develop the power to separate from things their
inherent qualities and the varying relations ex-
isting between them, in the ''STAGE OF RELATIONS AND
ATTRIBUTES." Of course, a5 the new stages appear,
the powers nof the earlier ones show steady increasec
in extent and variety. (3, p. 389)

Stern cautiousily points out that these three stages are
not to be thought of as '"mental states which the child as a whole
passes through in succession, so that at one period he iz &
*subetance~thinker,' at another an taction-thinker'; they are
rather transition-phases through which the different kinds of
intellectual activity severally pass' (3, p. 390).

*Itslics were added in this sentence.
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In other words, the child will recapitulate these thr:ze stages as
he passes from one kind of mental activity to another. Having
passed through these three stages in his speech development, the
child can be expected to repeat them when he passes through his
writing development. Thus, we could expect to find children's
writing retlecting the transitions from the SUBSTANCE STAGE to
the ACTION STAGE to the STAGE OF RELATIONS AND ATTRIBUTES. In
fact, w2 would predict that students' writing will reveal which
of these stages they were passing through at the time of their
compositions. In one of Stern's empirical studies,

+ « «» it was found that the reports of the seven-~
year-old children in the e¢lementary schcols were

almost entirely in the SUBSTANCE STAGE, those of the
ten-year-0lds in the ACTION STAGE, aud of the fourteen-
year-olds in the RELATION STAGE, whilst the spontaneous
mention of qualitiec developed still later. (3, p. 391)

Since the STAGE OF RELATIONS AND ATTRIBUTES involves the
exyression in language of complex relationships between thoughts,
this stage might well contaiuz the students' first struggles with
hypotactic surface-structure forms. We hypothesize that students
in this RELATIONAL AND ATTRIBUTIONAL STAGE will be moving from
parataxis to hyrotaxis in their written ssntences, which will
reflect varying degrees of success in making this syantactic
shift. At first, they will repeat the history of language-
formation in expressing their subordinuted ideas in pairatactic
structures, having n: other forms available than these conrdi-
nating structures and connectives. Then, as their knowledge
expands to include the various hypotactic forms (relative and
sentential clauses with appropriate subordinate conjunctions and
relative pronouns), they will at first exhibit imperfect mastery
of the subordinating connectives through their use of them in
essentially paratactic structures, finally achieving mastery of
the variety <f subordination devices in their particular language
and illustrating this mastery in correctly subordinatasd relative
clauses (i.e,, using the appropriate relative nronouns) and
clauses of time, place, condition, concession, maunner, . . .
(agair. with the appropriats subordinate connective).

Since the students who wrote the sentences we will examine
in this investigation are vithin the age-range of tem to seventeen
years old, the stages described im Stern's work with German
children lead us to expect them to be progressing from the
ACTION STAGE to the RELATION STAGE, with the ATTRIBUTIVE STAGE
oaly beginning to find its mastery of expression in the oldest
students. 1In this transition from the ACTION STAGE to tho
RELATION AND ATTRIBUTIVE STAGE, sentences would express subordi-
nate/superordiaate logical relationships in these characteristic
wayst
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1. paratactic syntax with and without coordinatiag
connectives;

2. paratactic syntax but with hypotactic connectives;

3. hypotactic syntax but with paratactic connectives;

4. hypotactic syntax but with inappropriate hypotactic
connectives; and

5. hypotactic syntax with the appropriate hypotactic
connectives.

We would further hypothesize that parataxis will occur in hier-
archical stages of development, progressing from coordination
without any connectives, to coordination with inappropriate
connectives, to coordiration with appropriate connectives.
Similarly, we would expect hypotaxis to progress from no con-
nectives, to inappropriate connectives, to appropriate connectives.
Furthermore, we would expecl to find varying degrees of mastery

of these syntactic signals at each stage of linguistic development.

Parataxis Relationships

Preliminary investigation last summer helped to establish
a tentative set of grammaticnl-sernantic relationships which
guides our examinatioa of student writing.* The analysis of
writing was conducted with easpecial concern for this question:
Doces sach sentence show a fit of grammatical form and semantic
relationship? This grammatical-semantic fit means that the
syntactic intersentential connective in the student's sentence
does not contradict the semantic relationship indicated by the
content of his sentence. For example, if the student uses WHEN
to introduce a subordinate clause in his gentence, wa will expect
the semantic relationship to be TIME OF THE ACTION OR EVENT re-
ferred to in the main clause. If the content of the subordinate
clause does in fact restrict the action or event of the main
clause to some specific print(s) in time, then we will say that
there is an acceptable fit of syntactic form and semantic conteat.
On the other hand, if the content of the subordinate clause
introduced by WHEN restricts the action or event of the main
clause to, say, its LOCATION-IN-SPACE, then we will say that
there is a conflict of syntactic form and semantic content.

In short, in our investigation we will use the syntactic

- —— -

*These sentences are taken from essays written for the STEP
ESSAY TESTS (Forms #2A-D, #3A-D, and #4A-D) administered at four
different time periods in the project: Fall, 1967; Spring, 1968;
Fall, 1968; and Spring, 1969.
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intersentential connective given in tha student's sentence as
the starting point for exploring gramnatical-semantic ¢its or
conflicts; we will not start with the semantic relationships
suggested by the content of the senténce and search for all the
possible syntactic representations of them in the sentence. For
example, knowing that actions/events can bte restricted to the
point(s) in time in which they occur, we will not search each
sentence for every pnasible syntactic and lexical surface form
such a restriction might take. Frequently, semantic relationships
are condensed to a single lexical item; for instanc>, AFTERWARDS
is a word that restricts the action or event referred to in a
sentence to a particular time of its occurrenc?, and it could
therefore be considered an Intersentential conmnective sigralling
a TIME relationship between a main clause and a highly reduced
form of the subordinate clause AFTER SOME EVENT OCCURRED. How-
ever, since we are not yet sure ourselves of the implications
and significance ol ~cunectives between explicit sentences and
clauses, we want to limit this investigation to the explicit
sentences and clauses linked by such connectives as AND, BUT,
BECAUSE, WHO, TRAT, T00, ALSO, . . . and their grammatical-
semantic fit in students' sentences before we undertake the
broader investigation of all syntzctic representations of the
various semantic relatiornships that exist between linguistically
renresented events.

Parataxis

Parataxic was defined above as the placing of "clauses,
phrases, words one after another without coordinating connectives."
In students' writiug, we find unacceptable parataxis most commonly
in what has been traditionally label»d the "run-on' sentence.

The effect of such parataxis is that the reader of the sentence
supplies a relationship between the two sentences that the student
has simply placed side by side, either with no punctuation between
them or with a comma separating them. It is often true that the
adult reader of these student sentences can supply &t least one
intersentential relationship, but what is 1likely to happen is

that the reader may be supplying a relationship that the writer
did not have in mind. For example, this sixth-grade student's
“"run-on" sentence:

(1) GORDON IS THIRTY-FOUR OR FIVE, HE WILL PROBABLY
RETIRE FROM EOCKEY IN A FEW MORE YEARS®

can, because of the pronoun HE in the second clause, be considered
an example of the semantic relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION, whose

*Only students' sentences will be numbered in the text;
all otherc will be lettered.




usual syntactic signal is either a non-restrictive relative
clause or a set of sentences conjoined by AND and containing a
pronoun in the second sentence which has a referent noun in the
first sentence. One might suggest that either sentence velow
would make the CBJECT DESCRIPTION relatinnship syntactically
clear:

(1A) GORDON, WHO IS THIRTY-FOUR OR ~-FIVE, WILL
PROBABLY RETIRE FROM HOUKEY IN A FEW MORE YEARS.*

(1B) GORDON IS THIRTY-FOUR OR -FIVE AND HBE WILL RZTIRE
FROM HOCKEY IN A FEW MORE YEARS.

It is possible, however, for another reader to consider the
second clause of the student's "run-on" sentence as an example of
the semantic relationship REAL EVENT-CCNSEQUENCE, which could
have been made syntactically clear by any of the following
sentences:

(1C) STNCE GORDON IS THIRTY-FOUR OR -FIVE, (THEN)
HE WILL PROBABLY RETIRE FROM HOCKEY IN A FEW
MORE YEARS,

(1p) GORDON IS THIRTY-FOUR OR ~-FIVE, AND 50 HE WILL
PROBABLY RETIRE FROM HOCKEY IN A FiW MORE YEARS.

(1E) GORDON IS THIRTY-FOUR OR ~FIVE, AND THUS HE ¥ILL
PROBABLY RETIRE FROM HOCKEY IN A FE¥ MORE YEARS.

(1F) GORDON IS THIRTY.FOUR OR ~-FIVE; THEREFORE, HE
WILL PROBABLY RETIRE FROM HOCXEY IN A FEW MORE
YEARS.

(16) GORDON IS THIRTY-FOUR OR -FIVE; CONSEQUENTLY, HE
WILL PROBABLY RETIRE FROM HOCKEY IN A FEW MORE
YEARS.

There are probably other semantic relationships that an
imaginative reader can suggest to account for these two sentences
appearing paratuctically; however, our point is that the student
writer may have had any of these relationehips, or none, in mind
as he was writing his "run-on'" sentence. We cannot conclude
from the paratactic arrangement of the two sentences that they
have any particular relationship for the writer, even if we as
readers can detect possible semantic relationships between the
two sentences. These '"detectable" semantic relationships remain

*On)y students' sentences will be numbered in the text;
all others will be lettered.
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potential for the writer, for without any overt syntactic cor-
nective bYetween the two senterices, the reader canno!; conclude
that any particular semantic relationship exists bet:ween them.

Another sixth-grede student's "run-on" senteuace:

(2) HE PID KIND DEEDS, AND HELPED OLD LADIES ACROSS
THE STREET HE WAS VERY TALL AND THiN HE HAD VERY
LITTLE SCHOOLING IN A SCHOOL, BUT HE 3TUDIED
IN HIS HOME

illustrates unacceptable parataxis where not even a punctuation
mark separates the clauses of the "run-on" sentence. He may have,
in fact, merely forgotten to insert periods afcer SREET and THIN,
in which case there are three “independent" sentencos whose only
connection with each other is the raference in each one to the
saue person, Lincoln. There anpear, however, to be {hree inter-
related .z:ntic sets of ideas in this "run-on": wiat Lincoln
did; wha ne looked like; what his educational back;zround was.

It is nct safe to assume that the student perceived these same
semantic sets and merely "forgot" to insert the appropriate
syntactic connectives that would have made hig perczptions clear
to the reader. For us to identify what irterrelationships were
perceivec by the student ocetween what Lincoln did (HE DID KIND
DEEDS, AMD HELPED OLD LADIES ACROSS THE STREET), what he looked
like (HE WAS VERY TALL AND THIN), and what his educational back-
ground wes (HE HAD VERY LITTLE SCHOOLING IN A SCHOOL, BUT HE
STUDIED 1N HIS HOME), we would require that there be explicit
syntactic connectives to signal these relationships.

In the following "run-ou' sentences fiom sixth graders,
there are 'detectable" semantic relationships that the adult
reader perceives existing between the twe clauses raratactically
arranged:

(3) 1 ADMIRE JOHN F. KENNEDY, HE WAS CNCE THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

(%) XENNY IS TRUSTWCRTHY, KIND, HELPFUL, OBEDIENT,
HE IS JUST LIKE A BOY SCOUT.

(5) HE IS NOT WASTEFUL HE HELPS NATURE IN MANY WAYS.

(6) I WISH . WAS LIKE HIM HE CAN HIT 4 BALL INTO
THE BLEACHERS ALMOST ANY TIME.

(7) HE IS A REAL GOOD SPORTSMAN, I COULL NOT TELL
YOU ONE THING ''HAT HE DOES NOT LIKIE.
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(8) ATLAS IS A MAN MADE OUT OF STEEL, WITH THE SWING
OF YIS HAND HE CAN SMASH A SOLID BRICK INTO
FRAGMFNTS.

(9) THERE IS ONLY ONE PERSON S0 FAR OF CATCHING BABE
RUTH'S ALL TIME HOME RUXN RECORD OF 714, THAT IS
WILLIE MAYS.

(10) ALL THESE GREAT COMFDIANS LIKE ALAN KING, AND
BILI. COSBY, THEY DON'T WRITE THEIR OWN MATERIAL,
THEY JUST KNOW HOW TO DELIVER IT.

(11) WBEN HE PLAYS IN THE OUTFIELD HE USUALLY CAN
CATCH FLY BALLS WITHIN 25 FEET OF HIM, ALSO WHEN
HE IS PIAYING OUT THERE HE CAN THROW 1IT IN TO
THE SECONDBASEMAN FROM THE FENCE.

In the following "run-ons," also from sixth graders, the potential
interseutential relationships are not so easily detectable:

(12) HE TRIES TO Ch2ER YOU UP WHEN THINGS LOOK BAD
HE IS ON THE HONOR ROLIL EVERY YEAR.

(15>} WHEN MIKE AND I ARE LOAFING AROUND HE ALWAYS
HAS SOMF IDEA, HE IS ALWAYS BUSY WORKING OR
PLAYING AND STUDYING, HE DOES NOT WASTE HIS
TIME MIKE AND I ARE BOY SCOUTS MIKE AND I WENT
ON A CAMP.OUT TOGETHER I ENJOYED HIS COMPANY.

(14) HE PLAYED FOR THE NEW YORK YANKFES, THE REASON
WHY YANKEE STADIUM IS CALLED “THE HOUSE THAT
RUTH BUILT" MEANS HE ASKED THE YANXEE MANAGER
TO HAVE A NEW STADIUM BUILT SO EVERYBODY WOULD
REMEMBER BABE'S GREAT YEARS WITH THE YANKEES.

In this last set, (12)-(14), we might even conclude that the
student should have placed periods between the main clauses of
each of these "run-ons," converting ther into acceptable para-
tauctic sentences. However, it is just as errvneous to conclude
that there are no semantic intersentential relationships in
students' "run-on" sentences because we tan see nome as it is to
conclude that there are such relationships because ve can detect
them., It is the lack of explicit intersentential connectives
that leads us to supply (or attempt to svpply) semantic relation-
ships between main clauses of these students' "run-on" sentencas.
The best service to students who produce these unacceptabls
paratactic sentences perhaps would be to acquaint them wilh the
reader's problem: that the resder must supply rela’ionships

when they fail to provide appropriate signals, and that, in fa=t,
these relationships may not be “he ones intended by *he writer.
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The next best service to them would be to provide them with the
appropriate signals for the relationships they intend to convey.

General Semantic Principles

Before the various semantic relationships developed last
summer could be apvlied to a systematic analysis of students!
writing, it was necessary to determine whether there were any
general semantic principles which these various relationships
were specific examples of. If not, they were simply an amorphous
gruping of semantic relationships that have syntactic repre-
sei:tation in the variety of relational connectives that exict
in English. A .Laervey of the great traditional grammariazns--
Curme, Jesperson, Krusinga and Eredes--convinced us that there
were semantic '"femilies" to which these semantic relationships
belonged. Each of these grammarians separated the relationships
they studied into "families,'" "groups," or "divisicns," as a quick
check of the table of contents ir their grammar studies reveals.

It was from Jespersen's discussion of adjunction and
nexus ( 4) that two of the general semantic principles nugzested
themselves: conjunction .augmentation) #ud restriction (limi-
tation). Conjunction refers to the principle of augmenting the
linguistic report of some OBJECT, ACTION, or EVENT* that happens,
occurs, or exists in the real world. Restriction refers to the
principle of limiting the range of refersnce of some OBJECT,
ACTION, or EVENT in the real world to just those particular
"things" and "happenings" perceived by an individual speaker.
Co: junction will include such semantic :el=tiionships as:

CATEGORY EXPANSION

OBJECT DESCRIPTION (EXPLICATION)

ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS (OBJECTS, ACTIONS, EVENTS)
TEMPORAL SEQUENCE OF ACTIONE OR EVENTS

*For detailed explanation of these labels for the inhabi=~
tants (both animate and inanimate) of the real world and their
interactions, as perceived by native speakers of English, see
Thomas G. Ghroyer, "An Investigation of the Semantice of English
Sentences as a Proposed Basis for Language Curriculum Materials"
(unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, The Ohio State University, 1969),
Appendix A above. 'Things" in the world are labeled by Shroyer as
O3JECTS; '"tappenings'" are labeled as either ACTIONS or EVENTS.
OBJECTS include both animate and inanimate inhabitants of the .eal
world as they are perceived and reported by language sp:akers.
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CONTRAST (OPPOSITION) OF REFERENTS
DISJUNCTION OF REFERENTS

and restriction will include such semantic relationships as:

OBJECT RESTRICTION
CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE

REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE

EXPLANATTION

PURPOSE

CAUSATION

CONCESSION (EXCEPTION)

COMPARISON

LOCATION OF ACTIONS OR EVENTS

mIME OF ACTIONS OR EVENTS

MANNER OF OCCURRENCE OF ACTIONS OR EVENTS
INSTRUMENT OF ACTIONS OF. EVENTS

DEGREE OF INTENSITY OF ACTIONS CR EVENTS

Our investigation will also include the syntactic-seasantic
relationships involved in nominalizations of sentences and their
subsequent embedling in surface sentence positions of nouns. We
refer iare to noun-clauses (factive and non-factive), gerundive=-
clauses, and infinitival-clauses that appea: in f{he syntactic
positions usually occupied by nouns. We «4ill also exaain. soume
of the surface variations (topicalization devices) appearing in
students' sentences; for example, extraposition of noun-clauwues,
gerundive-clauses and infinitival-clauses to terminal ypositions
in surface sentences; clefting of syntactic units within surface
sentences as signalled by such '"dummy" units as I7?, THEKRE, WHAT,
THE THING THAT, THE REASON WIOY; and passivization of noun-verb-
noun sentences. Finally, we w'l) record surface "errcrs" of tense
and modality; agreement, concord, and government; transcription
(redundancies and omissiouns of words, letters and internal
punctuation); negation; word order; word choice; run-onsj and
fragmentao,

The syntactic intersentential connectives that signal these
various semantic relationships can be both coordinative and
subordinative. In fact, at least one of the conjunctive re-
lationships and at least two of the restrictive relationships
have both kinds of connectives. For example, the conjunctive
relationship of OBJECT DESCRIPTION (EXPLICATION} can be signalled
by the intersentential coordinative counnective AND or by the
subordinstive connective WHO (WHCY, or WHICH). The restrictive
relationship of REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE can be signalled by the
intersentential coordinative coniectives AND SO, AND THUS, THERE-
FORE, and CONSEQUENTLY or by the subordinative connectives
SINCE « » « THEN and NO¥ THi* . . . TAEN. Therefore, if Cassi:er's
assumption is true that children spproximate the evolution of the
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language in their own linguistic development, then we might
hypothesize that younger children write more coordinative than
subordinative connectives, and that each child will move from
parataxis (lack of connectives) through c¢oordination to hypotaxis
(subordination) as his predominant syntactic mods of signalling
semantic relationships as he develops linguistically, perceptually,
and cognitively.

Explicit intersentential reclationships

Once explicit connectives begin appearing between sentences
to express the semantic relationships existing between them, the
shift from parataxis to hypotaxis has begun, both in the evolution
of languages and in the development of children's linguistic
skills. These intersentential relationships seem to be of two
general types: either conjunction of ideas or restriction of
ideas. Conjunction is the general semantic principle of augmen-
tation, elaboration, enumeration, cumulation of "things-in-the-
world” that are perceived to be 'linked" in some way to each
other in the mind of the individual speaker(s) of the language.
Restriction iz the general semantic principle of limiting, quali-
fying or modifying the range of reference of "things-in-the-world"
to ju~t those particular "things" perceived by -he individual
speaker(s).

There seem to be several types of conjunction in Englisn:
(1) CATEGORY EXPANSION seems to involve the expansion of a
REFERENT iato a collection or set of REFERENTS that belong to
the same category of REFERENTS as the criginal onej (2) OBJECT
DESCRIPTION seems to involve the description (explication) of an
OBJECT (person, animal, plant, tool, « . .) by means of a similar
set of OBJECTS that illustrate, illuminate or describe the original
OBJECT further; (3) ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS seems to involve the
listing, counting, naming off of other REFERENTS in addition to
the original one mentionea; (4) TEMPORAL SEQUENCE OF ACTIONS/
EVENTS seems to involve the temporal concatenatic¢n of other
ACTIONS/EVENTS that occur after the original ACTiON/EVENT
mentioned; (5) CONTRAST seems to involve the praseatation of other
REFERENTS unlike, dissimilar or opposed to the original one
mentioned; and (6) DISJUNCTION seems to involve the presentation
of alternative REFERENTS that may be mutually exclusive options.

There are two general typas of restriction in English:
OBJECT restriction and ACTION/EVENT restriction. OBJECT re-
striction seems to involve the limitatior of the original OBJECT
to & particular member of the class of OBJECTS to which the
original one belongs. ACTION/EVENT restriction seems to involve
the qualification or modification of the original ACTION/EVENT
in 2 variety of ways: in its spatial or temporal location; in
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the manner in, or the degree to which it takes place; i1 the
explanation, cause or purpose of its occurrence; in the real or
contingent circumstances under which it takes place; or in the
comparison of its uccurrence to other occurrences {(either similar
or dissimilar).

We will examine these semantic relationships of ccajunction
and restriction from these viewpoiuts: (1) .hat 1elationzhips
the syntactic connectives are the appropriate signals for; (2)
whether children in their writing use appropriate or inappropriate
connectives; and (3) what stage in the shift from paratexis to
hypotaxis the various connectives represent.

Conjunction and Restriction

Conjunction

Category expansion.--~Cne of the first intermediate stages
to aprear in the historical shift from parataxis to hypotaxis
was the explicit presence of ccordinating connectives, and one of
the earliest of these connectives was AND, as illustrated by the
coordination of noun phrases in the following sen*ences:

(A) JOHN AND MARY ARE INTELLIGENT.®

(B) MARY KNOWS A POLE, A SPANIARD, AND A FRENCHMAN.
(C) MY BROTHERS, JACK AND PETER, ARE VERY HANDSOME.
(D) JACK AND PETER ARE VERY HANDSOME.

In each of these sentences, several noun phrases have been ¢t~
joined to each other by AND: John AND Mary; a Pole, a Spaniard,
AND a Frenchman; Jack AND Peter, Wwhat semantic relationship
exists between the persons named by these noun phrases connected
by the grammatical conjunction AND?

Anna Wierzbicka puts forth the claim that such coordinated
ncun phrases result from coajunction expansion, rather than
conjunction reduction (5). The generally accepted view of
linguists seems to be that sentences like JOHN AND MARY ARE IN-
TELLIGENT are derived irmm the reductiocn of two conjoined
sentences JOHN 1S INTELLIGENT AND MARY IS INTELLIGENT by the

*Only students' sentences are numbered; all others will
be lettered.
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deletion of common icentical elements (and whatever temse change
is necessary in the resultant verb f - 1). Except in taose special
instances where strzss-intonation is g.ven to IS in botb predi-
cates in order to contradict some earlier remarks about the
respective intelligences of these two people, such sentences

as JOHN IS INTELLIGENT AND MARY IS INTELLIGENT are not normal
English sentences, Wierzbicka contends. Instead, gentence (A)
above:

JOHN AND MARY ARE INTELLIGENY
is understocd as being equivalent in mecaring to sentences like:
TWO PEOPLS I KNOW (i.e., TOHN, MARY) ARE INTELLIGENT.
Similarly, sentence (B) can only be understood in a context like:

MARY KNOWS TAREE FOREIGNERS (THREE EUROPEANS): A FOLE,
A SPANIARD, AND A FRENCHMAN.

For Wierzbicka, the AND in sentence (B) means that there should
be some common denominator for the coordinated constituents.

It may be that the interpreter of this sentence has to rake a
gduess about what the common denominator might be: it may be
either three foreigners or three Europeans that Mary knows, but

[ﬁ]hatever the common dcaominator is, there must be
nne: otherwise the sentence would not be under-
standatle or even wculd seem senselese. (5, p. 9)

Genz2rally speaking, then, Wierzbicka is making the clainm
that a sentence of the form:

'Y
Sl, SZ‘ and 53 are P

is never derived from

S1 is P, SZ is P, and 55 is P.

The true underlying structure bas rather the form:
S ({i.e., 81+ Sy 33) is P. (5, p. 9)

Thus, the coordinated elements in a sentence are reslly 'only cn
apposition to the explicitly given or ellipticelly omitted real
subject, whicn is considered a complex {(collectivum)" (5, p. 10).
Thus in sentence {(A) above, the noun phrase "John and Mary' is
short for "those people I know {John, Mary)" and in sentence {B)
"4 Pole, a Spaniard, and a Frenchman' is short for ''three

*S = Subject; P = Predicats.
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foreigners {(Burcpeans) Mary knows (a Pole, a Spaniard, a French-
man)." According to Wierzbicka, then, the noun phrase "NPl and

NPZ" means MNP (NP NPZ)'" where NP is a category NP that has
NP

lf
been expanded into the set containing the members NPl, Pe
Sentences (C) ang¢ (D) illustrate the difference between
the explicit or implicit presence of the category which has been
expanded into a set containing several memLers of the category.
In sentence (C), MY BROTHERS, JACK AND PETER, ARE VERY HANDSOME,
the category to which J*CK AND PETER belong is the explicitly
present one: MY BROTHERS. In sentence (D) the category to which
JACK AND PETER belong is only implicitly pr.sent, but can easily
be recovered since the predicate ARE VERY HANDSOME suggests that
the category has to be limited ta such NP's as THESE MEN, THESE
BOYS, MY BROTHERS, SOME MEN I XNOW, . . . . In the cases of
implicitly present category NP's, the context ot the sentence (or
preceding sentences) should make the category NP recoverable.
Thus, the noun phrases we have exemined in sentences (A)-(D)
are examples of what Wierzbicka designates as conjunction

expansion:

In fact, then, coordination might be rather called
"conjunction expansionY than 'conjunation reduction':

such an expression as "NPl and NP2“ is offered as an

alternative name referrin§ fo the same object as the
(explicitly or implicitly) given expression "NP!,
the only difference being that the expression "NPl

and NP2" shows the object as a set of elements,
whereas the description "NP! shows it as a whole. (5, p. 13)

Wierzbicka examines the function of the connective AND in
the surface coordinations like JACK AND PETER; JOHN AND MARY;
A POLE, A SPANIARD, AND A FRENCPMAN. She points out that although
there is a person in the real world of the speaker that corre-
sponds to the word JACK (JOHN, A POLE, A SPANIARD) and although
there is & person in the real world that corresponds to the wurd
PETER (MARY, A FRENCHMANJ, there is nothing in the real world
of the speaker that corresponds to the expression JACK AND PETER
(JOHN AND MARY; A POLE, A SPANIARD, AND A FRENCHNAN). AND is
therefore a relationship indicator in such coordination phrasas;
it is not a referent wor. “ike JACK, JOHN, MARY, or PETER. !or
Wierzbicka,

and is an operator whi h indicates the explicit
or implicit presence ¢  a common denominator and which

requires the latter's reconstruction in cases when
it is omitted. (5, p. 16)
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Wierzbicka's claim then is that AND in coordinated noun phrases
is the surface-structure signal (i.e., the grammatical form)
that indicates the explicit or implicit presence of a category
NP to which belongs the set of NP's it coordinates. When the
category NP is implicit, the interpreter of the coordinated noun
phrase must be able to reconstru:zt it in order to render the
coordinated cet meaningful.

The semantic relationship resulting from CATEGORY EXPANSION
is thus expressed graamratically by AND placed between the members
of the set belonging to the category being expanded. So far, we
have examined only CATEGORY EXPANSION resulting in the syntactic
form NPl AND NP2 as illustrated by Wierzbicka, but CATFGORY

EXPANSION can also result in the syntactic forms VPl AND VP2
and S1 AND SZ' ACTIONS, as well as OBJECTS, can be categorized

and hence expanded; for example, JOEN HAS TWO ADVANTAGES: YOUNG,
HANDSOME {(or JOHN IS YOUNG AND HANDSOME); JOHN PARTICIFATES IN

TWO SPORTS ACTIVITIES: PLAYS TSNNIS, WRESTLES (or JOHN PLAYS
TENNIS AND WRESTLES). EVENTS can also be categorized and expanded;
for example, THE CHILDREN ARE ENGAGED IN VARIOUS ACTIVITIES:

JOHN IS BUILDING A MODEL AIRPLANE; SALLY IS PLAYING WITY HER
DOLLS; SAM IS PLAYING IN ThJS SANDBOX; JANS IS READING A COMIC

BOOK (or JOHN IS BUILDING A MODEL AIRPLANE, SALLY IS PLAYING

WITH HER DOLLS, SAM IS PLAYING IN THE SANDEBOX, AND JANE IS READING
A COMIC BOOK)., Therefore, we will consider CATEGORY EXPANSION

one of the semantic conjunction relationships existing vetween
"things-in-the-world" (REFERENTS) which results syntactically

in NP_, AND NPZ in the case of OBJECT-categories, VPl AND VP2

1
in the case of ACTION-.categories, and S, AND 32 in the case of

1
EVENI-categories.

In students' writing, we find many examples of unacceptahle
CATEGORY EXPANSICN, where the effect of the coordina®ing connective
AND is to suggest that a category exists when it is difficult
for us to recover any category to which all os the coordinated
elements could belcng. Occasionally, we can recover & category
to which some, but not all, of the coordinated elements belong;
occasionally, we can recover a category to which all of the
coordinated elements belong, although we still find the syntactic
forn unacceptatle. Take for example this sentence produced by
a seventh-grade student on his essay written for the STEP Essay
Test {(Form #3A, Fall, 1967):

{15) *SHE WEIGHS #EYEN POUNDS AND EIGHT OUNCES, BLUE
EYES AND BLOND HAIR.

We know from our own experiences with language and the real
world that the studeat is describing a baby girl, for we know
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that SEVEN POUNDS AND EIGHT OUNCES is a commonly reportad weight
for new-born infants. We gain additional support from the
student's previous sentence in which he tells c¢f the arrival of
his new baby sister, although we would not have needed that
information to have understood sentence (15) above. The coordi-
nated NP's themselves--SEVEN POUNDS AND EIGHT OUNCES, BLUE EYES,
BLOND HAIR--suggest a category to us immediately, for these iteams
are those usually supplied in information about new-born infants:
their weight, their hair- and eye-color. Combined with the
feminine SHE, these NP's are enough to suggest the most probable
category NP to whichk the coordinated NP's belong: PHYSICAL
ATTRIBUTES OF NEW-4O0RN INFANT GIRL.

Rowever, although SEVEN POUNDS AND BIGHT OUNCES, BLUE EYES,
BLOND HAIR are all members of the category PRYSICAL AWTRIBUTES OF
NEW-BORN INFANT GIRL {(SISTER OF STUDENT), we find the student's
coordination of them in sentence (15) unacceptable. Why? Because
the coordinated NP's follow the verdb WAIGHS, as if the baby sister
not only weighs seven pounds and eight ounces but also weighs
blue eyes and blond hair! As native speakers, we know that we
do not ordinarily conjoin two meanings of WEIGH in the same
sentence, as the unacceptable coordinations in these sentences
illustrate:

(E) *JCHN wEIaHsl 150 POUNDS AND WEIGHS. TOMATOES
AT WORK EVERY DAY.

{F) *JOHN VEIGHS 150 POUNDS AND TOMATOES AT WORX
EVERY DAY.

(g) *JOEN WEIGHED, THE BALES OF HAY AND WEIGHED
TWO POUNDS LIGHTER YESTERDAY.

(R) *JOHN WEIGHED THE BALES OF HAY AND TWO POUNDS
LIGHTER YESTERDAY.

Neither do we ordinarily allow a single appearance of WEIGH

to stand for both meanings in the same sentence. Therefore,

the student's syntactic coordination of the NP's of weight,

hair~ and eye-color immediately following the verb WEIGHS con-
frouts the reader with a category expansicn that is not acceptable.

Another example of an unacceptable syntactic NP coordi-
nation can be seen in this sixth-grade student's sentence:

(16) *HE HAS NINE BROTHERS THAT ARE OLDER THAN HIM AND
TWO SISTERS.

It is true that this student's sibiings might consist of two
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younger sisters and nine older brothers~-in which case, the
student's nine brothers are indeed older than both himself and
his sisters. This could have been made syntactically clear by
this sentence:

(16A) HE HAS NINE BROTHERS THAT ARE OLDER THAN iIE AND
HIS TWO SISTERS (ARE).

However, the student might be thc youngest member of the sibling
group, and this relationship could have been made syntacticully
clear by this sentence:

(16B) HE HAS NINE BROTHERS AND TWO SISTERS THAT ARE
OLDER THAN HE (IS).

It is entirely possible, though, that the student only intended
to report the number of brothers and sisters he has, but that
after reporting that he has nine brothers he may have decided

to further describe the brothers as being older than he is. This
relationship could have beern made syntactically clear by the
soordination and non-restrictive relative clause of this sentence:

(16C)} HE HAS NINE BROTHERS, WHO ARE OLDER TFAN HE (IS),
AND TWO SISTEERS.

Therefora, the student's syntactic coordination of the NP's HIM
and TWO SISTERS confronted us with a CATEGORY EXPANSION that could
have resulted from any one of three possible semantic relation-
ships, none of which can be said with any certainty to be the one
he had in mind.

In the following sentence, the sixth-grade student has an
unaccepiable coordination of NP's and VP's:

(17) *pE's POLITE, DEPENDABLE, PLEASANT, A GOCD PLACE-
KICKER AND JUST A GREAT aUY,

What appears in the surface coordination as a single CATEGORY
EXPANSION turns out upon close examination to be several CATEGORY
EXPANSIONS. For example, the three VP's--POLITE, DEPENDABLE,
PLEASANT-~-probably belong to the category VP: HAS POSITIVE
PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS, while the first NP--A GOOD PLACE-
KICKER-~describes some athletic feat that ihe person-teing-
described is particularly good at, and the second NP--JUST A GREAT
GUY-~seems to represent the student's judgment of the overall
personality characteristics of the person he's describimg. 1In
fact, the last NP appears to be an explicit statement of a cate-
gory to which the three VP's~-POLITE, DEPENDABLE, PLEASANT--
could belong! If we ignore the NP A GOOD PLACE-KICKER for a
mornent, we could m¢e that this judgment NP is indeed the explicit
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category to which the three VP's belong, and this relationship
could have been made syntactically clear in this sentence:

{(174) HE'S JUST A GREAT GUY: POLITE, DEPENDABLE,
AND PLEASANT,

And if JUST A GREAT GUY is considered an acceptable NP-variant
of the VP JUST GREAT, then sentence (17A) is an acceptable variant
of this sentence:

(17B) HE'S JUST GREAT: POLITE, JEPENDABLE, AND
PLEASANT.

But how does the NP A GOOD PLACE-KICKER fit into the cate-
gory YP HAS POSITIVE PERSONALITY CHARACTZRISTICS (i.e., JUST
GREAT)? We know that young boys often idolize sports )layers,
and therefure it is not hurd to imagine that a sixth-grade boy
might consider some fazat of athletic prowess a positive character-
istic of a friend or schoolmate of his that he particularly
admired. Particularly so, if the category being expanded is
something like JUST GREAT (or JUST A GREAT GUY)! If this is the
case,; then we might not want to object to this particular sixth
grader's including in his CATEGORY EXPANSION some reference to
his friend's ability as a place-kicker. If he were an older
studeat, we might want him to determine whether A GOUD PLACE-
KICKER really belongs to the category VP JUST GREAT, or whether
it more appropriately belongs to some category VP like IS A GREAT
ATHLETE. We must remember, though, that the categories that we
see are not necessarily the ones the students should be expanding;
the students should be made aware of our problems as readers when
confronted with, for example, the CATEGORY EXPANSION in sentence
(17), and their responsibilities as writers to make as certain
as they can that their coordinated NP's, VP's and S's result from
clearly stated or uneunbiguously recoverable categories.

In the following sentence from a sixth-grade student:
(18) *GARY LEWIS IS A NICE AND CLEAN LOOKING SINGER
we find the VP-coordination NICE AND CLEAN LOOKING.* The reader
is confronted with a coordination whose category is not unam-

biguously recoverable, for in English the phrase NICE AND coften
functions as an intensifier of the YP it precedes, an intensifier

*We consider pre-posed adjectives as derived from relative
clauses in which these adjectives aprear as VP's; for example,
sentence (18) is & derivation of this sentence: GARY LEWIS IS A
SINGER WHO IS NICE AND CLEAN LOOKING.
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meaning VERY, QUITE (A), EXCEPTIONALLY, . . . . \hen ve say, for
example, of someone's home that it is NICE AND CLLAN, what we
frequently mean is that it is VERY CLEAN, EXCEPTIONALLY CLEAN,
UNCOMMONIY CLEAN, EXTRAORDINARILY CLEAN. What we ordinarily

do not meun is that the home has two positive advantages that
wight make us want to rent it, buy it, or visit ift:: NICE, CLEAN.
However, with this student's coordinated VP's--NICE AMD CLEAN
LOOKING~-it is not clear whether NICE AND functlouns as the
intensifier of CLEAN LOOKING, or as the first hal:’ of a pair of
coordinated set of VP's that belong to some category VP like

HAS TWO POSITIVE ADVANTAGES THAT RECOMMEND HIM AS A SINGER OR
PERFORMER. What we might ask of the student is that he dis-
ambiguate his original sentence 50 that the semanidc relationship
he has in mind is clear to the reader. If he means to intensify
CLEAN LOOKING, then this relatiociiship could be made syntactically
clear by this sentence:

{(18A) GARY LEWIS IS A VERY CLEAN LOOK.!(G SINGER.

On the other hand, if he means to expand a category VP like HAS
TWO POSIT.IVE ADVANTAGES THAT RECOMMEND HIM AS A SINGER OR PER-
FORMER, then this relationship cculd be made syntactically clear
by this sentence:

(18B) GARY LEWIS IS A NICE AND A CLEAN LOUKING SINGER,

In the sentences containing category expansions of VP's
that we have examined so far, the category VP's 1ave been
descriptive of the physical or psycholcgical attributes of
people, i.e., adjectival VP's, Even commoner in 3tudents’
writing are the ACTION VP-coordiruations, many of which we find
unacceptable. For example, this seventh-grade student's sentence:

(19) *THE PERSON I WOULD TRY TO SEE %W7ULD BE THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND GO IN EVERY
ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE BECAUSI I . . . ALWAYS
DID WANT TO SEE THE PRESIDENT N PERSON

contains a very clear connectiopn tetween THE PERSON I WOULD TRY
TO SEE WOJLD BE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES and BECAUSE I
ALWAYS DID WANT TO SEE THE PRESIDEINT IN PFRSON. The student

has reported the fact that he would 1ike to se¢ the President

and has offered a reason for wanting to see hiri. These two ideas
are clearly related semantically and expressed :n the appropriate
syntactic connective BECAUSE, and had their sucface-structure
forms been immediately set down together, we wduld have clearly
understood the sentence:

{19A) THE PERSON I WOULD TRY TO SEE WOULD BE THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATIS BECAUSE I ALWAYS
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DID WANT TO SEV. PHE PRESIDENT IN PERSON.

But the student's recorded version indicates that the writer
perheps got side-tracked between the report ot his desire to see
the President and his reason for wanting to see him; perhaps
something about seeing the President suggested the idea to him of
going into every room of the White House. Since we know that
the home of any U.S. Presidei: is the White House, and sir.e any
seventh grader is likely to xnow that too, it is not surprising
that as well as seeing the President, this student might also
think of seeing the White House. What this suggests is that
there would be no CATEGORY EXPANSION at all in the studentt's
sentence, but rather an enumeration of the activities he might
participate in if he were to visit the President., A semantic
relationship of ENUMERATION OF REFEREN?TS might result in a
sentence like this:

(19B) THE PERSON I WOULD TRY 70 SEE WOULD BE THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE I ALWAYS
DID ¥ANT TO SEE THE PRESIDENT IN PERSON, AND
ALSO WHILE I WAS VISITING HIM, I COULD GO INTO
EVERY ROOM IN THE WHITE HOUSE.

Perhaps the student has explicitly announced his category
in his sentence--THE PERSON I WOULD TRY TO SEE--and perhaps THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES is the first half of a pair of
coordinated elements. But what is tiae second kalf of this pair?
GO IN EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSEY Probably not, for if the
category is THE PERSON I WOULD TRY TO SEE, it is not clear that
this category could be expanded to include the ACTION of guving
into every room of the White House; furthermore, it is not cluar
that it could have more than one member in an expansion set.
Therefore, it is not very likely that the category being expanded
is THE PERSON I WOULD TRY TO SEE. Perhaps the category is THOSE
ACTIONS I MIGHT EN3AGE IN AT THE WHITE HOUSE, whose expansion
could result in a VP-coordination like SEE THE PRESIDENT, GO INTO
EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE. If this were the relationship
involved, either of the following sentences could have made it
syntactically clear:

(19C) I WOULD TRY TO DO THESE THINGS IF I WERE TO VISIT
THE WHITE HOUSE: I WOULD TRY TO SEE THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND GO INTO
EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE.

(19D) 1 WOULD TRY TO SEE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES AND GO INTO EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE
BOUSE (IF I WERE TO VISIT IT).

If it were this VP category expansion that resulted ir
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AND GO IN EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE, part of the difficulty
with the student's original scatence could be explained: I

WQUID TRY TO SEE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES is present«d
in one of its variant forms: the topicalization cleft-sentence:
THE PERSGN I WOULD TRY TO SEE WOULD BE THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES. However, the student failed to cleft the second
half of the cooruinated set, four it remains in its unclefted form
AND GO IN EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE. The fully clefted
version of this coordination would resemble this sentence:

(19E) THE PERSON I wOULD TRY TO SEE WOULD BE THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE THING I
WOULD TRY TO DC WOULD BE TO GO INTO EVERY ROOM
IN THE WHITE HOUSE.

We wonld still be left with BECAUSE I ALWAYS DID WANT TO SEE THE
PRISIDENT IN PERSON. which does not offer a reason for both
activities of the category expansion. If the student's expla-
nation were to include his reason for wanting to see the White
House, as well as the President, then a sentence like either of
these would have bcen acceptable:

(19F) THE PERSON I WOULD TRY 70 SEE WOULD BE THE
PRESIDENT OF (HE UNITED STATSS AND THE THING I
WOULD TRY TO DO WOULD BE TO GO INTO EVERY ROOM
IN THE WHITE HOUSE BECAUSE I ALWAYS DID WANT TO
SEE THE PRESIDENT AND THE WHITS HOUSE IN PERSON.

(19G) (IF I WERE TO VISIT TRE WHITE HOUSE,) I WOULD
TRY TO SEE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
AND GO IN™O EVERY ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE
BECAUSE I ALWAYS DYD YANT TO SEE THE PRESIDENT
AND THE WHITE HOUSE IN PERSON.

Thus, for this student's sentence, we have found at least
two different kinds of semantic relationships that might have
been involved in his production of the unacceptable VP~coordi-~
nation: (1) CATEGORY EXPANSION and EXPLANATION; or (2) ENIMER-
ATION OF REFEPENTS and EXPLANATION. The student's sentence is
unacceptable becauce it gives no clear indication of whick set
of relationshiys was actually involved ir the production of his
sentence. ‘

The reasons for cur rejection of the following seventh-
grade student's sentence:

(20) *OUR NEIGHBORS ARE NICE EVERY SATURDAY IN THE
SJMMER WE HAVE A PARTY OVER AT THE SCHOOL AND
KNOW YOU WILL ENJOY IT
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go beyond whatever objections we might raise about the ''run-on"
and the ambiguity of the final pronoun IT, which can refer either
to (1) the school, (2) the party held every Saturday at the
school, (3) the fact that these parties are held at the school,
or (4) the fact that these parties are regular occurrences in

the summer. From the apparent VP-coordination HAVE A PARTY . . .
AND KNOW YOU WILL ENJOY IT, we can infer *hat, whatever the cate=
gory VP is that results in this syntactic coordination, it is
performed by WE., To a native speaker, KNOW means, when it

refers to the anticipated emotional response of someone else to

a fact or event he is speaking of, that he is certain that the
other person will react in a particular way to that fact or event.
Generally speaking, the native speaker asserts only that he

alone is certain of the communicant's response, and will record
this as I XNOW THAT YOU WILL LIKE SOMETHING. Therefore, if the
student meant to assert that he alone was certain thac YOU WILL
ENJOY GOING TO I'', he failed to recall that the recorded communi-
cator of this certairty was WE, which although it includes the
student himself certainly includes at least one other person.

The appargst VP-coordination leaves the reader then with the
interpret. ion that both the student and others HAVE A PARTY
EVERY SATURDAY and that both he and others KNOW THAT YOU WILL
ENJOY IT.

Let's assume, however, that the studint did mean that both
he and others (probably his teen-age friends who | go to these
parties) have these parties regularly in the summer and that
both he and others know that the communicant will enjoy them or
enjoy knowing about them. Asserting a feeling such as certainty
about another's emotional response to some news presented to him
is a quite different ACTION from merely reyorting the news to
him. Therefore, it is difficult for us to recover the category
VP to which HAVE A PARTY . . ., KNOW YOU WILL ENJOY IT can both
belongz. Furthermore, if we look more closely at the first balf
of the coordinated pair of VP's, we find that it is not only the
fact of the occurrence of these parties that the student reports
but the fact of their regular occurrence. Not only is the fact
of these regular occurrences in the past asserted, but the
assumption is that thcse regular occurrences will occur in the
futnre, in the time~-to-come when the communicant will be present,
for the presence of the grsmmatical preseat tense WE HAVE A
PARTY combined with the time phrase EVERY SATURDAY IN THE SUMMER
suggests the timeless generality of the event reported. EVERY
SATURDAY IN THE SUMMER WE HAVE A PARTY . . . means EVERY SATURDAY
In TYE SUMKER Wsi HAVE HAD A PAKRTY . . . AND WE WILL CONTINUE
HAVING A PARTY EVERY SATURDAY IN THE SUMMER. When we look at
the second half of the coordinated pair, we discover that the time
perspective is no loager general (i.e., timeless), but specific:
WE KNOW means NOW (IN THE PRESENT MOMENT, IN THE MOMENT THAT I'M
WRITING THIS), WE KNOW (ARE CERTAIN), while YOU WILL ENJOY IT
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means LATER (AT SOME TIME IN [THE FUTURE, PROBABLY THIS CONING
SUMMER), YOU WILL ENJOY IT.

Therefore, from two perspectives, the reccvery of a cate-
gory VP seems extremely difficult: (1) there seems to be po
ACTION VP that could serve as a category whose expansion would
result in one VP reporting facts and another VP asserting cer-
tainty of another's emotional response to these facts; and (2)
there seems to be no ACTION VP that could serve as a category
whose expansion would result in ore VP reporting general-timeless
events and another VP reporting time-specific events. Further-
more, it is not clear that WE (meaning the student and others)
.an be both the party-goers of the first VP and the knowledgeable
ones of the second VF. We conclude that sentence (20) contains
an unacceptable VP-coordination because no category can be
recovered that would result in the category expansion of HAVE A
PARTY . . . AND KNOW YOU WILL ENJOY IT.

In the following seventh-grade student's sentence:

{21) *HE RAS A VERY "UNNY PERSONALITY AND HUMORS MANY
OTHER PEOPLE

we find a VP..ocordination* whose underlying category VP is
difficult to recover. Although part of the difficulty might lie
in the ambiguity of FUNNY, whi:L can mean either comic (arusing,
humorous), odd (strange, peculiar), sick (unwell, ill), or sneaky
{(underhanded, sly), it is pirobably safe to assume that FUNNY
means comic, rather than any of the other meanings, since the NP
that HE refers to is comedian Red Skelton. Complicating the
search for a category VP is the usual meaning of the second ¥P

in the ccordination, for HUMORS MANY OTHER PROPLE ordinarily means
INDULGES MANY OTHER PEOPLE IN THEIR WHIMS OP WEAKNESSES. It is
difficult to imagine what letting other people have their own way
has in common with a comic personality that would suggest to us

a category VP whose expansion results in the VP-coordination

HAS A VERY FUNNY PERSONALITY, HUMORS MANY OTHER PEOPLE. Unless,
of course, the category VP is HAS A VERY FUNNY PERSONALITY, and
HUMORS MANY OTHFRK PEOPLE is somehow an example of it! If the
category VP is 1S VERY FUNNY (HAS A VERY FUNNY PERSONALITY),

then the first VP in the coordination is the explicit statement
of the category and the second VP is one member of a set of
examples that could illustrate it. The AND of the VP-coordi-
nation would, in this case, be unacceptable, since its presence

*We can view HAS A VERY FUNNY PERSONALITY as an NP-variant
of the VP 1S VERY FUNNY or as a cleft-variant of BIS PERSONALITY
IS VERY FUNNY. In either case, the cvordination with HUMORS MANY
OTHER PEOPLE suggests the expanfion of a category VP.
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suggests that the coordinated VP's belong to an impiicitly present
category VP--it cannot coordinate the explicit statesent of the
category and one example of it.

Ferhap: the studeat tainks that Red Skelton IS VERY FUNNY
BECAUSEZ HE INDULGZES OTHER PEOPLE IN THEIR WHIMS AND WEAKNESSES.
If this is so, then the semantic relationship between HE HAS A
VERY FUNNY PERSONALITY and HUMORS MANY OTHER PEOPLZ is one of
EXPLANATION, not CATEGORY EXPANSION, and the studeat has used the
surface signal AND (CATEGORY EXPANSION) for the surface signal
BECAUSE (EXPLANATION). His sentence should have been one like
this sentence:

(21A) PE HAS A VERY FUNNY PERSONALITY (IS VERY I'JRNY)
BECAUSE HE HUMORS (INDULGES) MANY OTHER PROP'E.

Another possibility, which csnnot be overlooked, is that
HUMORS MANY COTHER PEOPLE for this student means CAUSES OT.uR
PEOPLE TO BE AMUSED, or IS HUMOXOUS TO MANY OTHER PEOPLE. Either
the student has cnosen the latter form and in the recording act
has forgotten 1S, misspelled HUMOROUS, and otitted TO; or he has
crecaved a new verb KUMORS to mean CAUSES-TO-BE-AMUSED. Whichever
the student has done (made some transcribing errors or created a
new VP), the VP-coordination remains puzzling. What category VP
could be expanded to result in IS VERY FUNNY, CAUSES WMANY OTHER
PEOPLE TO BE AMUSZD (or IS VERY HUMOROUS TO MANY OTHCR PEOPLE)?
It seems more likely that CAUSES MHANY OTHER PEOPLE TC BE AMUSED
(¢- I5 VERY HUMOROUS TO MANY OTBER PEOPLE) i& an example of the
category VP 7S VERY FUNNY, rather than both being members of some
other, only implicitly present category VP, It seems just as
likely that CAUSES MANY OTHER PEOPLE TO BE AMUSED (or IS HUMOROUS
TO MANY OTHER PEOPLE) is an explanation of IS VERY FUNNY, rather
than both resulting from the expansion of some other, only im-
plicitly present category VP. Thereforn, we coanclude thut,
whatever the interpretation given to HUMORS MANY OTHER PEOPLE, it
cannot be the second half of a pair of coordiiated VP's3.

The use of AND to connect the explicit statement of a
category and an example of it (or one member -f & set of examples
of it is not unusual in students' writing. For example, in
this sixth-grade student's sentence:

{(22) *HE IS A VERY GOOD PLAYER AND CAN SHOOT AND MAKE
IT FROM ALMOST ANYWHERE ON THE COURT

the first half of the apparent VP-coordination, HE IS A VERY GOOD
PLAYER, is really tne explicit statement of a category YP (PLAYS

VERY WELL), and the second half of the apparent coordination, CAN
SHOOT AND MAKE IT FROM ALMOST ANYWHERE ON THE COURT, is really an
illustrative example of how well he plays basketball. In another
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sixzth grader's sen*ence:

(23) *HE IS A VERY GOOD SKIER AND WON THREE GOLD MEDALS
FOR SKIING IN THE 1968 WINTER OLYMPICS IN
GRENOBLE, FRANC:

we again find the explicit statemsnt of the category VP, SKIS

VERY WELL, given as if it were the first half of a VP-coordination,
while the illustrative example of how well he skis, WON THREE

GOOD MEDALS . . . IN GRENOBLE, FRANCE, appears as i/ it were

the second half of that coordiratior. Similarly, in these
sentences written by sixth graders:

{(24) *HE wAS A GOOD PRESIDENT AND FREED . . . COLORSD
MEN FROM SLAVERY

(25) *HE HAS A GOOD TEMPER ANI} KEEPS CALM DURING HIS
GAMES

(26) *HE JUST ACTS LIKE A GENTLEMAN AND ADMITS HE
DID IT

we See the explicit category statements (HE WAS A GOOD PRESIDENT,
HE HAS A GOOD TEMFER, and BE JUST ACTS LIKE A GENTLEJAN) appearing
as if they were the first halves of VP-coordinations, while the
illustrative examples (FREED COLORED MEN FROM SLAVERY, KEEPS
CALM DURING BIS GAMES, ani ADMITS HE DID IT) appear as if they
were the second halves of the coordinations. We expect explicit
statements of categories (which are to be expanded) to be set

of{ from the expsnsion of them, whether the expansion contains
one or two {or more) instances of their illustrative examples.
For example, we would find acceptable the following versions of
sentences (22)-(26):

(22A) HE IS A VERY GOOD PLAYER: HE CAN SHOOT AND MAKE
IT FROM ALMOST ANYWHERE ON THE COURT.

(22A) HE IS A VERY GOOD SKIER--HE WON THREE GOLD MEDALS
FOR SKIING IN THE 1968 WINTER OLYMPICS IN
GRENOBLE, FRANCE.

(24A) HE WAS A GOOD PRESIDENT: HE FREED COLORED MEN
FROM SLAVERY.

(25A) HE HAS A GOOD TEMPER; FOR EXAMPLE, HE KEEPS
CALM DURING HIS GAMES.

(26A) HE JUST ACTS LIKE A GENTLEMAN--HE ADMITS HE
DID IT.



Therefore, we conclude that sentences like (22)-(26) are unac-
ceptable when AND is used to coordinate the category VP with one
member of its expanaion, for they create the impression that the
twvo VP's are themselves coordinated and force us tov search for
an implicit category to which they belong.

In this sixth-grade student's sentence:
(27) *HE HAD A BIG TAMILY, AND WAS A FAMILY MAN

we find an odd VP-coordination, one in which *the second half
appears to be equivalent in meaning to the first half., HAD A RIG
FAMILY seem3 at first glance to be synonymous with WAS A FAMILY
MAN, so that the second VP is a redundant restatement of the
first. However, if we look more closely at the second VF, WAS

A FAMILY MAN, we discover that it probably means something like
TO BE DEVOTED TO HIS FAMILY, and not TO BE A MAN WITH A BIG
FAMILY (i.e., HAVE A BIG FAMILY). It now appears that the second
VP does not mean the same thing as HAD A BIG FAMILY, for a man
could be devoted to his family without necessarily having a large
one, and & man could have & large family without necessarily
being devoted to it. Thus, HAD A BIG FAMILY and WAS A FAMILY MAN
seem to have nothing in common excep%t tie somewhat superficial
conrection that they each deal with the man's FAMILY. The only
category VP, then, seems to be HAD A FAMILY, to which HAD A BIG
FAMILY and WAS A FAMILY MAN do not seem to belong except super-
ficially.

It is possible, though, that these two VP's do have a
relationship to eack that is more than jJust superficial member-
ship in the category VP HAD A FAMILY. Since, as we pointed out
above, it is not necessary that a man with a large family be¢
devoted to it, or that a man devoted to his family have a lurge
one, perhaps it is just that relationship the student had in
mind: that this perticular man is indeed devotod to his large
family! This relationship might have been made syntactically
clear in a senternce like this:

(27A) NOT ONLY DID HE HAVE A LARGE FAMILY, 3UT EE WAS
ALSO DEVOTED TO HIS FAMILY.

The relaticnship signalled by NOT ONLY . . . BUT ALSO can also

be expressed by such sigrals as NOT ONLY THAT . . . TOO, IN
ADDITION TG THAT . « « , ON TOP OF THAT . . » « If this relation-
ship is the one this student intended, his surface sentence

could have been any one of the following:

(27B) HE NOT ONLY HAD A BIG FAMILY, BUT HE ALSO WAS
A FAMILY MAN.
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(27C) HE HAD A BIG FAMILY; NOT ONLY THAT, HE WAS A
FAMILY MAN, TOO.

(27D) HE HAD A BIG FAMILY; IN ATDITION TO THAT, HE
WAS A FAMILY MAN.

(27E) HE HAD A BIG FAMILY; ON TOP OF THAT, HE WAS A
FAMILY MAN.

Therefore, the student's sentence (27) is unacceptable because
the relationship suggested by the coordinating AND is eitheor
superficial (CATEGORY EXPANSION of the VP HAD A FAMILY), mis-
leading (REFERENT ENUMERATION using the CAT&GORY EXPANSION
signal AND), or redundant (HAD A BIG TAMILY = WAS A FAMILY MAN).

1n students! writing, we often come across apparent VP
coordinations whose category VP would be as superficial as HAD
A FAMILY was for sentence (27) above. In these cases, it is more
likely that the relationship involved is ENUMERAT1ON OF REFERENTS,
rather than CATEGORY EXPANSION; for example, in this sixth
grader's sentence:

(28) *HE IS A NATIVE OF FRANCE AND IS GOOD LOOKING

perhaps the only category VP t'::¢ could result in the VP-roordi-
nation of IS A NATIVE OF FRANCE and IS GOOD LOOKING is something
like HAS THESE CHARACTERISTICS, which as a category VP is so
general and so superficial that almost a.y characteristic a person
might possess could be a member of its expansion sets. In short,
it is probably too geneial to be useful as a category for ex-
pansion because the range of ivs examples is prac”ically infinite.
What is protably involved here is th: much looser semantic
relationship, ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS, whose syntactic con-
nectives include AND ALSO, AND TOO, NOT ONLY . . . BUT ALSO, IN
ADDITION, BESIDES, FURTHERMORE, MOREOVER, ON TOP OF THAT, and

NOT ONLY THAT . . . TOO. If ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS is the
semantic relationship involved in sentence (28) above, then we
would find acceptable this version of it, which makes syntacti-
cally clear the ENUMERATICN relatinnship:

(28A) HE IS A NATIVE OF FRANCE AND (HE) IS ALSO GOOD
LOOKING

in which the appearance of the second HE is optional, for the
presence of ALSO in the second VP rrevents the AND from being
mistaken for the AND of VP-coordination. Similarly, in thesc
sixth-grade students' sentences:

(29) *ME IS VERY TALL AND IS ADMIRED BY MANY OTHERS
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(20) *HE IS VERY FAMOUS AND GOES MANY PLACES ON HIS
VACATION

(21) *SOMETIMES HE WOULD TRY TO GET HUMOR INTO HIS
SPEECHES, AND WAS ALWAYS WELL DRESSED

(32} *HE PLAYS FOR THE CLEVELAND RROWNS, IS A GREAT
RUNNING BACK AND IS A GREAT UY

(33) *HIS GRADES ARE EXCELLENT AND IS A GOGD ATHLETE

the category VP's are so general and superficial that the VP
coordinations are unacceptable, suggesting that the relationship
probably invclved is ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS. Sentences (29)-
(33) would have been acceptable if there had been some syntactic
signal for ENUMERATION, as in these sentences:

(294) HE IS VERY TALL AND (HE) IS ALSO ADMIRE) BY
MANY OTHERS.

(30A) HE IS VERY FAMOUS AND (HE) ALSO GOES MANY PLACES
ON HIS VACTION.

(31A) SOMETIMES HE WOULD TRY TO GET HUMOR INTO HIS
SPEECHES, AND ALSO (HE) WAS ALWAYS WELL DRESSED.

(32A) HE PLAYS FOR THE CLEVELAND BROWNS, IS ALSO A
GREAT RUNNING BACK AND IS A GREAT GUY TOO.

(33A) HIS GRADES ARE EXCELLENT AND HE IS ALSO A GOOD
ATHLETE.

The last type of VP-~coordination we want to examine before
turning to S-coordiration is the GO AND DO SOMETHING coordination
that students frequently produce, for example,

(34) ?I DON'T THINK I WOULD GO AND SEE ANYTHING
SPECIAL.

(35) ?WHEN I FINISH MY BOOK I GO AND PLAY WITH GAIL.

(36) ?WHEN THERE IS NC SCHOOL I SOMETIMES GO AND PLAY
ON THE PLAYGROUND.

In these sentences, the VP-coordination is simply GO AND DO
SOMETHING; in the following sentences, the VP-coordination is
GO SOMEWHERE AND DO SOMETHING:
(37) ?WHEN I RETURNED KOME I WOULD GO TO MY ROOM AND
JUST STAKZ.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(38) ?I WOULD THEN GO TO MY COUSINS' AND PLAY . « « «

(39) ?THEN I WOULD GO TO AN ART MUSEUM AND LOOK AT
ONLY THE BEST PAINTINGS . . .

(40) 2?THEN I'D GO HOME AND TELL MY MO''HER . . . .

(41) ?IN THE WINTER I JUST READ A G0OD BOOK OR G( OUT
AND PLAY IN THE SNOW.

It srems that these GO (SOMEWHERE) AND DO SOMETHING coordinations
are ambiguous, for it 's not clear whether the relationship is

one of CATEGORY EXPANSION, TEMPORAL SEQUENCE OF ACTIONS, or
PURPOSIVE RESTRICTION. That is, is GO (SOMEWHERE) AND DO SOMETHING
to be interpreted as MOVE TO ANOTHER LOCATION AND THEN DO SOMETHING
THERE, or MOV TO ANOTHER LOCATION IN ORDER TO DO SOMETHING THERE,
or simply ENGAGY IN SOME ACTIVITY IN SOME LOCATION OTHER THAN

WHERE YOU ARE NOW LOCATED? 1In sentences like these:

(42) THEN AFTER WE HELP MOM WE GO OUT TO PLAY
(43) OR SOMETIMES WE GO DOWNTOWN TO SHOP . . .

there is no ambiguity, for the infinitives TO PLAY and TO SHOP
make it clear that the relationship is purposive: 1IN ORDER TO.
But iu sentences like (34)-(41), there seems no cleercut way of
determining which of the three possible relationships is un-
ambiguously intended. Our best guess at this point is that GO
(SOMEWHERE) AND DO SOMETHING phrases are ambiguous: they mean
rot only ENGAGE IN SOME ACTIVITY IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN THE
ONE YOU ARE NOW LOCATED IN, but also MOVE TO ANOTHER LOCATION
AND THEN DO SOMETHING THERE, and MOVE TO ANOTHER LOCATION IN
ORDER TO DO SOMETHING THERE too. Since the syntactic form of
these apparently ambiguous relationships is that of VP-coordi-
nation, and since we can find no valid reason for considering
this form unacceptable, we have considered all such GO (SOMEWHEPE)
AND DO SOMETHING phrases in siudents' sentences as acceptable
CATEGORY EXPANSIONS.

Many of the same problems that occur ia students' un-
acceptable VP coordinations also occur in their S~coordinations
perhaps because ACTIONS (i.e., VP's) and EVENTS (i.e., S's)
are the linguistic representations of "things that happen (occur)
in the real world." For example, we have an apparent 5 zoordi-
nation in this sixth-grade student's sentence:

(44) *HE IS BIG AND STRONG, HE IS VERY ATHL.TIC,
HE IS ON THE TRACK TEAM AND THROWS THE SHOTPUT
AND THE DISCUS.

The apparent coordination of three sentences (HE IS BIG AND
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STRONG, HE IS VERY ATHLETIC, HE IS ON THE TRACK TEAM . . .)
suggests a category EVENT {i.e., S) that has been expandet to
produce this set of three S's. While it is possible to recover

a category S like HE HAS THESE PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES OF STRENGTH
that might expand into the coordination of the first two sentences
atove (HE IS BIG AND STRONG, HE IS VERY ATHLETIC), the third
sentence does not belong to this expansion set. Instear, HE IS
ON THE TRACK TEAM AND THROWS THE SHOTPUT AND THE DISCUS is an
example of HOW ATHLETIC HE IS; i.e., the third sentence is a
specific example of the general attribute of strength (VERY
ATHLETIC) mentioned in the secord sentence. What we have then is
th: announcement of a category EVENT in the second sentence
followed by one specific example of its expansion set in the
third sentence. As we have seen before in looking at some
unacceptable VP-coordinations, a cuategory cannot be coordinated
with any example of it, and therefore we would expect this
relationship to be made syntacticelly clear in a sentence like
this:

(44A) HE IS BIG AND STRONG, AND FE IS VERY ATHLETIC:
HE IS ON THE TRACK TEAM AND THROWS THE SHOTPUT
AND THE DISCUS.

The colon in sentence {444) is one of the syntactic signals for
the explicit statewment of the category-being-expanded; another
signal is the dash, and still others are FOR EXAMPLE, and E.G.,
and LIKE, « « « &

Closer examination of HE IS BIG AND STRONG AND HE IS VERY
ATHLETIC suggests that these are only apparent coordinations, for
the category EVENT we suggested (HE HAS PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES OF
STRENGTH) seems to be a paraphrase of the first sentence, HE IS
BIG AND STRONG. It does not seem likely, though, that the first
sentence is a category statement for which the second is a
specific example; rather, it seems that the second sentence
is a consequence of the first. Although it is true that all
boys who are BIG AND STRONG are not necessarily VERY ATHLETIC,
it seems to be true of this particular boy: HIS BIGNESS AND
STRENGTH LEAD HIM TO BECOME VERY ATHLETIC. If so, we would
expect this EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship to be made syntacti-
cally clear in a sentence like this:

(44B) HE IS BIG AND STRONG, AND CONSEQUENTLY HE IS
VERY ATHLETIC . . . .

Therefore, a sentence which made syntactically clear both the
EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship and the CATEGORY EXPANSION re-

lationship (where the category-being-expanded is explicitly
stated) might be one like this:
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(44C) HE IS BIG AND STRONG (AND) SO HE IS VERY
ATHLETIC; FOR EXAMPLE, HE IS ON THE TRACK TEAM
AND THROWS THE SHOTPUT AND THE DISCUS,

In the following sixth grader'ec sentence:

(45) *IN NOVEMBER OF 1963 HE WAS ASSASSINATED BY A
SNIPER AND HIS VICE-PRESIDENT TOOX HIS OFFICE

#e find an S-coordination that on first glance looks and sounds
acceptable, because the category seems %o be announced in the
initial prepositional time phrase, IN NOVEMBER OF 1963 (i.e.,
EVENTS WHICH HAPPENED IN NOVEMBER, 1963). In the context of the
studert's essay, however, we find it unacceptable, for the
student is writing about why he would like to be like President
John F. Kennedy, and he is recounting some of the heroic events
the late Presideat touk part in. Although it is difficult for
us to see how Kennedy's assassination fits into the theme of the
essay, at least it was an event in which Kennedy was involved.
Therefore, if there is a category EVENT for sentence (45), it

is something iike EVENTS WHICH HAPPENEL TO PRESIDENT KENNEuUY IN
NOVEMBER OF 1963. If so, then the assumption of his office by
Vice-President Johnson is not part of any coordination set
resulting from the expansion of this cafegory. If the idea of
Johnson's becoming President as a resull of Kennedy's assassi~
nation is to be left in this sentence, then a much different
relationship must be sought, for example, EVENT-CONSEQUENCE

o, TEMPORAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS, as made syntactically clear in
these sentences:

(45A) IN NOVEMBER OF 1963 HE WAS ASSASSINATED BY A
! SNIPER AND THUS HIS VICE-PRESIDENT TOOK HIS
OFFICE.

(4:B) IN NOVEMBER OF 1963 HE WAS ASSASSINATED BY A
SNIPER AND THEN HIS VICE-PRESIDENT TOOK HIS
OFFICE.

1t is, thus, tho context in which sentence (45) appears that
determines its unacceptable coordination of sentences, since
the category EVENT it suggests is not part of the sequence of
EVENTS being recounted.

There sre instances of S-coordination for which the
category RVEMT is as general and superficial as those category
ACTIONS suggested for senteaces (28)-(33) above in which the
relationship was more likely ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS than
CATEGORY FXPANSION. In this sixth grader's sentence:
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(46) *HE IS AN A STUDENT AND I THINK HE IS ONE OF THE
« « « BEST BASKETBALL PLAYERS OF THE WORLD

the only category EVENT we can recover is something like HE IS
GOOD IN THESE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES. The difficulty with expancing
this category is that one of the coordinated S's refers to a

fact about his scholastic performance and the other the student's
own Judgment of the athletic performance of the person he is
describing. A much locoser semantic relationship, like ENUMERATION
OF REFERENTS, seems more likely, and would be symtactically clear
in a sentence like this:

(46A) HE IS AN A STUDENT AND HE IS ALSO, I THINK,
ONE OF THE BEST BASKETBALL PLAYERS OF THE
WORLD.

Similarly, the only connection between the first sentence and
the second one in:

(47) *I THINK THE PACKENS ARE A GREAT TEAM, AND I'M
HOPING THAT SOMEDAY I'LL GET TO BE LIKE BART
STARR AND BE ONE OF THE GREAT PASSERS OF N.F.L.
HISTORY

is the superficial fact that BART STARR is a member of the
PACKERS who the student thinks are a great team. It is more
likely that the semantic relationship is not CATEGORY EXPANSION
but rather ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS, whic¢h might result in a
sentence like this:

(47A) I THINK THE PACKERS ARE A GREAT TEAM AND I'M
ALSO HOPING THAT SOMEDAY I'LL GET TO BE LIKE
BART STARR AND BE ONE OF THE GREAT PASSERS OF
N.F.L. HISTORY.

It might even be true that the semantic relationship is EXPLA-
NATION, which might result in a sentence like this:

(47B) BECAUSE I THINK THE PACKERS ARE A GREAT TEAK,
I'M HOPING THAT SOMEDAY I'LL GET TO BE LIKE
BART STARR AND BE ONE OF THE GREAT PASSERS OF
N.F.L. HISTORY.

Whatever the relationship is, it does seem clear that it is not

CATEGORY EXPANSION, since no category EVENT that we can recover

would account for the coordinated S's of sentences (46) and (47).
One more type of S-coordination we want to examine bvefore

leaving the topic of CATEGORY EXPANSION is best illustrated by
these sentences from a sixth-grade studlent:
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(48) I LIXE HIM BECAUSE HE IS A GOOD PITCHER AND
BECAUSE HE HAS A GOOL PZRSONALITY.

(49) ?1 WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE FOOTBALL IS
MY FAVORITE SPORT AND IT IS THE MOST FUN, I
THINK.

In senteance (48), it is clear that two restricted S's of EXPLA-
NATION have been coordinated as the result of the expansion of
some category like FOR THESE REASONS. In sentence (49) it is

aot clear whether two restricted S's of EXPLANATION have been
coordinated, or two main (primcipal) S's have been ccordinated.

"t the latter, it js difficult to determine what the category
cVENT ‘s that has been expanded to produce the coordination of

I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE HIM . . . and IT IS THE MOST FUN, I THINK.
If the former, the cetegory is either FOR THIS REASON, or FOR
THESE REASONS, depending on whether we view the coordination as
one reascn with internal S-coordination, or as two coordinated
reasons. For reasons that will be more obvious when the semantic
relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION (EXPLICATION) in discussed below,
we view sentence (49) as an expansion of the category FOR THIS
REASON, i.e., as one reason with internal S-coordination, not
CATEGORY EXPANSION coordination, because of the pronoun reference,
IT, in tke second sentence to the NP FOOTBALL in the first, and
because of the descriptive content of the second sentence.

Althsyugh it seems fairly easy to view sentence (49) as a
CATEGORY EAPANSION of the restrictive relationship of EXPLANATION,
in this sentence:

(50) ?I WOULD WANT TO BE . . . LIKE PRESIDENT KENNEDY
BECAUSE HE WAS ALWAYS GENEROUS IN HELPING
PEOPLE, AND I THINK HE WAS A VERY NICE MAN

it is not clear whether the coordination results from the
CATEGORY EXPANSION of the restrictive relationship of EXPLANATION,
whether it results from the CATEGORY EXPANSION of some EVENT, or
whether it results from an unacceptable syntactic representation
of the ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS relationship. We find it diffi-
cult to recover any category EVENT that might result in the
coordination of I WOULD WANT TO BE LIKE PRESIDENT KENNEDY . . .
and I THINK HE WAS A VERY NICE MAN. We also find it difficult

to be certain whether the AND is an acceptable connective
signalling the CATEGORY EXPANSION of the restrictive relationship
of EXPLANATION or an unacceptable syntactic signal for the
ENUMERATION relationship more appropriately signalled by AND ALSO,
AND TOO, NOT ONLY . . . BUT ALSO, . . . . After we examined
other sentences like (50):

(51) ?I WISH I WAS LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE KNEW HOW TO EX-
PRESS HIMSELF, AND HE ALWAYS KNEW WHAT TO SAY
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(52) ?I WISH T WERE LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE WAS 3RAVE AND
HE KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING AND HE HANDLED ALL
THINGS WITH GREAT KNOWLRDGE

(53) 21 WANT TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE I WANT TO BE A
PLACE-KICKER, HE'S MY COUSIN, AND, WELL, I AM
AWFUL PROUD OF HIM

(54) ?T WISH I WAS LIKE HIM BECAUSE I WANT TO BE A
GOOD RUNNING BACK AND T WANT TO BE A GOOD SPORT
WHENEVER I PLAY FOOTBALL

(55) ?HE IS RESPECTED A LOT BY GROWNUPS BECAUSE HE
LJOKS DECENT AND DRESSES DECENT AND HE DOESN'T
SING ALL THOSE WILD SONGS

(56) ?MICKEY CHOSE BASEBALL FOR HIS SPORT BECAUSE HIS
FATHER WAS A GREAT PLAYER IN BASEBALL AND HE
« « » TOLD MICKEY TO PLAY BASEBALL WHEN HE
GREW UP

we decided that the AND is an acceptable syntactic signal of the
CATEGORY EXPANSION of the restrictive relat:.onship of EXPLANATION,
and we have therefore considered student sentences like (50)~(56)
acceptable,

However, not all sentences like these coutain an acceptable
CATEGORY EXPANSION of the restrictive relationship EXPLANATION,
For example, this sentence:

(57) *I COULD NOT GET A BASE HIT IN A REAL GAME
BEGAUSE THE BALL GOES SO FAST AND I CAN'T
SEE IT

contains an apparent expansion of an EXPLANATION relationship in
BECAUSE THE BALL GOES SO FAST AND I CAN'T SEE IT. However, the
intensifier SO in SO FAST seems in this case to require com-
pletion in a DEGREE OF INTENSITY relationship whose syntactic
signal is SO X . . . THAT S, and what seems the most likely
candidate for the completion of the SO FAST is the sentence I
CAN'T SEE IT. Therefore, rather than having oune reason with
internal S-coordination, we think there is a DEGREE OF INTENSITY
relationship which could have been made syntactically clear in
this sentence:

(57A) I COULD NOT GET A BASE HIT IN A REAL GAME

BECAUSE Ti!E BALL GOES SO FAST THAT I CAN'T
SEE IT.
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Object description or explication.--One of the sirplest
syntactical forms of the semantic relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION
OR EXPLICATION is noun apposition, i.e., the juxtaposition of two
nouns, both of which are names for the same OBJECT in the real
world, side by side with no <vert syntactic connective between
them, for example, MY 3ISTER MAY, MY COUSIN JOHN, MY BROTHER JOHN.
Students do not usually have difficulty with the syntactic
representation of appositive relationships because they do not
normally require any overt syntactic connective between the two
surface NP's in order to signal the OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION
relationship. There is, though, an appositive relationship for
which there is a syntactic signal: I.E., used to indicate
EXPLICATION of some term for which the speaker feels further
definition is necessary to prevent misunderstanding or to enlighten
hearers who may never have heard the term before. For example,
this sixth-grade student's sentence:

(58) *HE IS AT LEAST SIX NINE, SIX FEET, NINE INCHES
TALL

lacks the I.E. signal after the phrase SIX NINE, which the student
apparently felt needed to be explicated as SIX FEET, NINE INCHES
TALL. Although it may be difficult for us to understand why he
thought SIX NINE would be misinterpreted or not known by his
reader, we recall that the assignment given the student may have
been responsible for this EXPLICATION. The student was asked to
respond to an inquiry about American family life from a young
French boy, and therefore, he may have heen uncertain as to whether
his French reader would have been familiar with the expression
"SIX NINE" as a description of how tall someone is, and so

tacked on his EXPLICATION SIX FEET, NINE INCHES TALL just in case
the French boy would not have been aware of what SIX NINE meant.
Therefore, we would have 2xpected this OBJECT DESCRIPTION/
EXPLICATION relationship to have resulted in this syntactically
clear sentence:

(584) HE IS AT LEAST SIX NINE, I.E., SIX FEET NINE INCHES
TALL.

When we move beyond kinship designations and definition
statements, OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relationships fre-
quently result in the eyntactic form of what is called by tru-
ditional grammarians the non-restrictive relative clause, for
example, MR. SMITH, WHO IS MY BOSS, . . . ; JOHN, WHO IS THE
PRESIDENT OF STUDENT COUNCIL, . . . ; MR. JOHNSGN, WHO wAS OUR
FORMER PRESIDENT, . . . » Traditionally. non-restrictive relative
clauses are contrasted with restrictive relatives, and we will
do so too. While this necessarily means discussion of two
distinctly different semantic relationships in this section, we
feel there is no clearer way of describing the OBJECT DESCRIPTION
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OR EXPLICATION relationship and its syntactic representations.

Noam Chomsky, in Cartesian Linguistics, claims that re-
strictive relative clauses do not affirm or assert the truth of
the proposition stated in the relative clause, whereas non-
restrictive relative clauses do.* For example, the sentenze
MEN WHO ARE PIOUS ARE CHARITABLE is the linguistic represeatation
of the logical propositions (x: men)s(y: pious).(x+y: charitable).
Chomsky points out Lhat it is not being asserted as true that
ALL MEN ARE PIOUS and that ALL MEN ARE CHARITABLE; what is being
asserted is that ONLY PIOUS MEN AF& CHARITABLE, once the idea
of PIOUS and the idea of MEN have been judged as compatible--
i.e., that there is such an OBJECT-in-the-world as PIOUS MEN.

On the other hand, the sentence MEN, WHO ARE PIOUS, ARE CHARITABLE
is the linguistic representation of the logical propositions

{x: men):(x: pious)*(x: charitable), where it is being aszerted

as true that AL MEN ARE PIOUS and that ALL MEN ARE CHARITABLE.
Thus, in a sentence containing both a restrictive relative and

a conjunctive relative:

(I) THE DOCTRINE WHICH IDENTIFIES THE SOVEREIGN
GOOD WITH THE SENSUAL PLEASURE OF THE BODY,
WHICH WAS TAUGHT BY EPICURUS, IS UNWORT.IY OF A
PHILOSOPHER

ther: are the following logical propositions: (x: doctrine).

(y: identification of the sovereign good with the sensual pleasure
of the body):(x+y: taught by Epicurus)*(x+y: unworthy of a
philosopher). What is being asserted as true is that the complex
idea (x+y) had been taught by Epicurus and that the complex idea
(x+y) is unworthy of a philosopher. What is not being asserted

as true is proposition y (identification of the sovereign good
with the sensual pleasure of the body) (6).

Thus, logical propositions which ultimately produce con-
junctive relative clauses feature a single OBJECT about which
several descriptions or explications of it are asserted as being
true. Logical propositions that ultimately produce restrictive
relative clauses feature two propositions whose combination can
be judged compatible and for which combination a third proposition
can he asserted as true. There is no assertion of truth about
the combined propositions individually; it is their compatibility
in combination that is being asserted, not their individual truth.
Logical propositions of tke form Jx (x: A)e{x: B)«(x: C) we will

*We will use the term conjunctive relative clause in place
of the more traditional non-restrictive relative clause because
we feel it is more revelatory of the distinction between these
two types of relatives.
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identify as the semantic relationship OBJFCT DESCRIPTION OR
EXPLICATION, one of whose syntactic representations is the

onjunctive relative clause. Logical propositions of the form
jx, y (x: A)-(y: B)e(x+y: C) we will jdentify as the semantic
relationship OBJECT RESTRICTION, whose only syntactic represen-
tation is the restrictive relative clause.

The conjunctive relative clause is not the only syntactic
representation of the seman*ic relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION
OR EXPLICATION. For example, the logical propositions 3x (x: men)-
(x: pious)+(x: charitable) produce any of the following sentences:

{(J) MEN, WHO ARE PIOUS, ARE CHARITABLE.

(K) MEN, WHO ARE CHARITABLE, ARE PIOUS.

(L) MEN ARE PIOUS, AND THEY ARE CHARITABLE.
(M) MEN ARE CHARITABLE, AND THEY AXE PIOUS.
(N) MEN ARE PIOUS, AND MEN ARE CHARITABLE.

(0} MEN ARE CHARITABLE, AND MEN ARE PIOUS.

All six sentences assert as true that ALL MEN ARE PIOUS and that
ALL MEN ARE CHARITABLE. Sentences (J)}-(K) contain one assertion
in the form of a conjunctive relative clause; sentences (L)-(M)
contain botlh assertions as main clauses coordinated by AND,

with the second clause containing the proncun THEY whose NP-
referent is MEN in the first clause; sentences (N)-(0) also
contain both assertions as main clauses coardinated by AND, with
the NP-referent in the second clause being identical in form with
the NP-referent of the first clause, i.e., MEN., No matter which
syntactic representation results from the semantic relationship
OBJECT DESCRIPTION OR EXPLICATION, the OBJECT-being-descr.ibed
(explicated) is identical in both clauses: MEN and WHO in
sentences (J)-(K); MEN and THEY in sentences {L)-(M); MEN and MEN in
sentences (N)-(0). Which assertion becomes the conjunctive
relative or the second main clause seems to be a matter of
psychological emphasis.

There is one additional criterion that the OBJECT involved
in any semantic relationship of OBJECT DESCRIPTION OR EXPLICATION
must meet: this criterion, described by Sandra Annear, is the
speaker's assumptions that the hearer possesses sufficient prior
or independent knowledge of the OBJECT so that no further identi-
fication or limitation of it is necessary. If the speaker feels
reasonably certain that, from the context of the dialogue itself
or from conventions with which both the speaker and hearer are
familiar, the hearer will identify the OBJECT being referred to
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by the s-eaker's noun, then whatever else he says about that same
noun will be additional description or information (explication)
of that OBJECT. If the speaker is uncertain of his hearer's
being unable to identify precisely which OBJECT he is referring
to, then he will usually identify or 1limit the OBJECT named to
precisely this or that one out of all the possible ones he might
have been referring to so that the hearer will be able to identify
the same OBJECT as the speaker (?). Thus, the determination of
whichk relationship is called for, whether CBJECT DESCRIPTION
(EXPLICATION) or OBJECT RESTRICTION, is contextually-oriented,
and depends upon what assumptions the speaker makes about his
hearer's knowledge of the OBJECT being referred to. We can see
now why it is difficult to determine whether a relative clause

is restrictive or conjunctive when we look at its container
sentence in isolation; we must generally refer to the context

in which the sentence appears in order to know whether the clause
is the result of OBJECT DESCRIPTICN (EXPLICATION) or OBJECT
RESTRICTION. This determination, we might add, only becomes a
problem in writing, for in speech it is usually easy to determine
from a speaker's levels of intonation, and in fact it rarely

even becomes a consciously determined matter: we intuitively
judge from the speaker's pauses {or lack of them) or intonation
levels whether the relative clause we hear is conjunctive or
restrictive. One of the syntactic results of this contextual-
orientation is that (1) the restrictive relative clause i always
accompanied by a definite determiner preceding the noun it is
attached to, and {2Y the conjunctive relative clause is accompanied
by eitker an indefinite determiner preceding the noun it follows
or a definite determiner and coumas setting off the relative
clause from its noun (pauses and lowered intonation pattern in
speech). According to Annear,

no matter how we state what we mean by 'restriction,"

we will see that it only applies to noun phrases with
definite determiners. That is, . . . the hearer is more
likely to be able to identify the referent in the sentence
the linguist who gave the first paper than he would be

if the sentence had no relative clause, simply because
there are likely to be more linguists in the situation

in which such a sentence might be uttered than linguists-
who-gave-the-first-paper. But in a sentence like I rcaw

a child who was carrying a huge dog come out of the

store "restrictiveness" plays no role at all. (7, pp. 1%-16)

Therefore, a sentence like THE BOY WHO PLAYED TA®S IS A FRIEND

OF MINE is likely to be uttered in a dialogue in which the =pcaker
has decided that the hearer does not have enough prior or con-
ventional knowledge to know which BOY is being referred to as A
FRIEND OF MINE, and therefore restricts the OBJECT to the one
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WHO PLAYED TAPS; the syntactic result is a restrictive relative
clause that would be uttered with no significant pause after

BOY and no lowering of the intonation level of the voice. If

this dialogue were to be transcribed into writing, the speaker
wouvld not set off the restrictive clause with commas. On the
other haid, a sentence like JOHN, WHO PLAYED TAPS, IS A FRIEND

OF MINE is likely to be uttered in a dialogue in which the speaker
has assumed that his bhearer already knows who JOEN is (either from
prior reference to him in earlier conversation or from the fact
that he is a mutual friend of theirs) and therefore the information
WHO PLAYED TAPS is additional description or explication or truth-
statement about JOHN, The syntactic result is a conjunctive
relative clause that would be uttered with a pause after JOHN

and a lowering of the intonation level of the voice, or that

would be transcribed by setting off the conjunctive relative with
commas from the rest of the sentence about JOHN.

To susmarize, the semantic relationship OBJECT DESCRIFTION
OR EXPLICATI{ON results in the following syntactic representations:

(1) two main clauses cocrdinated by AND, in which the first
contains a nominal referent for the OBJECT and the
second a pronominal referent for it;

(2) two main clauses coordinated by AND, in which the
OBJECT has identical nominal referents in both main
clauses;

(3) a conjunctive relative clause attached to its nominal
referent in the main clause, with the nominal referent
being preceded by an indefinite determinerj and

(4) a conjunctive relative clause set off by commas from
its nominal referent in the main clause, with the
nominal referent being preceded by a definite de-
terminer.

The semantic relationship OBJECT RESTRICTION results in the
restrictive relative clause attached to its nominal referent in
the main clause, with the nominal referent always being preceded
by a definite determiner.

Let us examine some students' sentences in which the semantic
relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION results in ursc-
ceptable conjunctive relative clauses. For example, this sentence
from a fifth-grade student:

{(58) ?I AM LEARNING NEW ENGLISH WHICH HELPS US A LOT
FOR OUR SCHOOL YEARS
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can either be considered an acceptable restrictive relative, in
which case it resulted from the :-elationship CBJECT RESTRICTION,
or as an unacceptable conjunctive relative, in which case it
resulted from the relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION.
The logical propositions are either (&) or (b) below:

(a) Jx (x: NEW ENGLISK).(I AM LEARNING x).(HELPS US A LOID
FOR OUR SCHOOL ({EARS)

{b) 3x, y (x: NEW ENGLISH).(y: A LOT OF HELP FOR US FOR
OUR SCHOOL YEARS).(I AM LEARNING x+y)

Set {a) asserts that both propositions about NEW ZNGLISH are true:
it is true that I AM LEARNING NEW ENGLIFH, and it is true that
NEW ENGLISH HELPS US A LOT FOR OUR SCHCOL YEARS., Set (b) asserts
only that the proposition NEW E..JLISH is compatible with the
proposition A LOT OF HELP FOR US FOR OUR SCHOOL YEARS and that it
is true that ONLY THE NEW ENGLISH WHICH HMELPS US A LOT FOR OUR
SCHOOL YEARS is what I AM LEARNING. It is further true that tae
proposition I AM LEARNING THE NEW £NGLISH WHICH HELPS US A LOT
FOR OUR SCHOOL YEARS implie« that I AM NOT LEARNING SCMZ OTHER
KIND OF NEW ENGLISH, BUT ONLY THAT KIND WHICK HELPS US A LOT FOR
OUR SCHOOL YEARS. With no other context than the student's
sentence in isolation, it would be difficult to state with any
certainty that the relationship involved here is (a), OBJECT
DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION, or (b), OBJECY RESTRTCTION. In context
however it seems more than likely that the relationsnip is OBJECT
DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION:

Dear Pen Pal,

I am nine years old and in the fifth grade . . . ,
alfter school I go to my frieni's house and help him
carry papers, then when I get home I do my homework.
In my famiiy there are seven of us and one cat. In
our family four of us go to school and one works at
a bank. At our schooi there are about 1,000 children
and about 45 in my class. Our school has about 21
very good teachers that help us very much. I am
learning New English which helps us a lot for our
school years. When school is out for the summer I
play baseball.

The student's assignment was to write a letter to a foreign pen
pal telling him something about his family, his school and his
hotbies. The student seems to have complied with the assignment
by writing a series of sentences containing truth-propositions
about himself, his family, his school life and his hobbies. The
tone of the entire composition is one of relating information;
it would be more likely that any relative clauses would be
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truth-statements, rather than restrictions. While the -tontext
above is not absolutely convincing evidence, it does seem more
likely that tne relative clause WHICH HELPS US A LOT FOR OQUR
SCHOOL YEARS, like the rest of the sentences, conveys information,
description or explication--i.e., asserts a propositinn as true--
than that it restricts or limits NEW ENGLISH to just that one
WHICH HELPS US A LOT FOR OUR SCHOCL YEARS, Although we see no
prior reference to NEW ENGLISH that would otherwise identify it,
the relative clause itself seems to offer no limitation or
identification that would help a foreign pen pal tell one kind
of NEW ENGLISH from any other kind. Furthermore, we see no
determiner, definite or indefinite, that would give a =yntactic
clue to the relative clause's restrictiveness o> conjunctiveness,
although we suspect that the pre~posed adjective NEW has already
restricted ENGLISH as a school svbject in a way that would
identify 1t as not being the usual schoolbook ENGLISH that a
foreign pen pal might think it was without this modification

NEW. We feel, finally, that WHICH HELPS US A LOT FOR OUR SCIHOOL
YEARS is a truth-statement about NEW ENGLISH, a further description
or explication of vhe role NEW ENGLISH will play in the student's
future, and therefore conclude that sontence (58) involvec the
semantic relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATICN, resulting
in an wnacceptable conjunctive reiative clause, which could

have been made syntactically clear by either of these sentences:

(584) I AM LEARNING NEW ENGLISH, WHICH WILL HELP US
A LOT FOR QUR SCHOOL YEARS.

(58B) I AM LEARNING NEW ENGLISH, AND IT WILL HELP US
A LOT FOR OUR SCHOOL YEARS.

There is anocther possible semantic relationship that could
have resulted in the student's sentence (58)--the relationship
indicated by this set of logical propositions: JFx (x: I AM
LEARNING NEW ENGLISH)e{x: HELPS US A LOT FOR OUR SCHOOL YEARS).
These propositions mean that it ie the student's learning of new
English that will be a benefit in later education, although it
is difficult to understand how tne learning of one student will
become a benefit for a group of students. The relative clause
does contain the pronoun US that suggests that whatever is
beneficial is going to benefit more then just the student him-
self, It is more plausible that the content being learned--
i.e., NEW UNGLISH-~will be beneficial to a group of studeats than
will be the learning of that content by one student. However, it
is unsafe to use the student's surface forms as the final
arbiter, for that lends to circular reasoning: we are attempting
to discover the semantic relationships that resulted in senterce
(58) by examining the surface forms into which the student casts
these relationships. When these forms are inappropriate,
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we simply can not assign specific interpretations to anbiguous

or unclear sentences. If this last set of logical propositions
is one of the possible semantic relationships the student may
have had in mind, then the pronoun WHEICH has become more than a
relative pronoun. It is a seantential pronoun, like THIS or THAT,
whose antecedent referent is the entire sentence that precedes it.

Perhaps we can better illustrate the difficulties students
crecate in their use of the relative pronoun WHICH w1tn this
rinth-grade student's sentence:

(59} *THE TREES ARE REALLY BIG AND SHADY WHICH HELPS
COOL DOWN A HOT DAY.

I7 the semantic relationship is OBJECT RESTRICTION, which the
unpunctuated relative clause and the definite determiner of its
antecedent TREES initially suggests to us, then the set of
propositions for this relationship:

3Ix, y (x: TREES)+{y: x HELPS COOL LOWN A HOT DAY {x+y:
BIG)* (x+y: SHADY)

means that ONLY THOSE TREES THAT HELP COOL DOWN A HOT DAY are
the ones that are BIG and are the ones tuat are SHADY. If the
semantic relationship is OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION, whose
syntactic representation should have included a comma after
SHADY, then the set of propositions for this relationship:

_3x (x: TREES}-(x: BIG):(x: SHADY)-(x HELPS COOL DOWN A
HOT DAY)

means that the TREES ARE BIG, that the TREES ARE SHADY, aad that
the TREES HELP COOL DOWN A HOT DAY. We would, however, reject
both interpretations, for a more accurate reflection of the
relationship between the trees and the events in the real world
is this: BIG TREES CAUSE SHADE ON A HOT, SUNNY DAY AND THIS
SHADE IN TURKN CAUSES THE HOT DAY TO BECOME COOLER FOR ANYONE
UNDER OR NEAR THESE SHADE-PRODUCING TREES. In other words,
there i3 a chain of causal! events that occur because of the
physical size of the TREES, anJd the set of propositions that
illustrate these cauce-effect relationships might be this one:

3x, y (x: TREES):(x: BIG)-(y: x CAUSES SHADE)-(y CAUSES
HOT DAY TO BECOME COOLER).

In the student's sentence (59), the AND coordinating BIG,
SRADY does not signal the causal relationship between thenj
neither does the WHICH of the relative clause sigral the causal
relationship existing bvetwren the relative clause and the causal
relationships of the main clause. Instead, the student's
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sentence suggests that both the initial cause (BIGNESS) and effect
’ (SHADE., are really two independent attributes of the OBJECT
j itself (TREES, or TREES WHICH HELP COOL DOWN A HOT DAY)., If
it is typical of this student to see cause-effects as merely
3 attributes-of-objects, we cannat really object to his propositions
i 3x (x: TREES).(x: BIG).(x: SHADY) or Jx, y (x: TREES).(x+y: BIG).
: (x+y: $HADY). What we can help him focus on is his proposition
(x HELE'> COOL DOWN A HOT DAY), in which the verb KFRPS clearly
} signals that a causal relationship is involved. Lf this propo-~
- sition is to be used in the relationship OBJECT RESTRICTION,
then perhaps it is the truth-assertion about the OBJECT (TREES)
i that has L.en restricted to just those TREES that have the
! physical attributes BIG, SHADY. If so, the propositions of the
OBJECT RESTRICTION relationship are these:

i Jx, y {x: TREES):(y: BIG, SHADY):{x+y CAUSES HOT DAY TO
: rnconn COOLER)

j- which would result in this syntactically clear sentence:

{(59A) THE TREES WHICH ARE BIG AND SHADY CAUSE (HELP)
A HOT DAY TO COOL DOWN.

If, on the other hand, this proposition (x HELPS COOL DOWN A HOT
.- DAY) is to be used in an OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relation-
! shiv, then we must make sure that SHADE is the x in the set of
: propositions

! Ix {x: SHADE):(x: ATTRIBUTE OF BIG TREES):(x CAUSES HOT
: LAY TO BECOME COOLER)

that wculd result in the conjunctive relative clause ¢ this
senvence:

(59B) SHADE, WHICH BIG TREES HAVE, HELPS A EOT DAY TO
COOL DOWN

or the coordinated main clauses of this sentence:

(59C) BIG TREES HAVE SHADE (ARE SHADY), AND THEIR
SHADE HELPS A HOT DAY TO COOL DOWN.

If the proposition (x HELPS COQOL DOWN A HOT DAY) is to be used in
a CAUS!L relationship, then we must be sure that the sentence
TREES /RE BIG AND SHADY is the x in this set of propositions:

Jx (x: TREES ARE BIG, SHADY)’(x CAUSES HOT DAY TO RFCOME

COOLER).
I We cannot accept WHICH as a sentential pronoun in any resulting
| T(: 116
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syntactic representation of this set of CAUSAL propositions~~
i.e., the student's sentence (59) is not the acceptable repre-
sentation, since WHICH would have to have the entire sentence
preceding it as its antecedent referent--a function that WHICH
does not have in relative clauses. We would need some REIFICATION
(nominalization) of TREES ARE BIG, SEADY that could fi{11 the
sy~tactic NP-slot occupied by x in the proposition x CAUSES HOT
DAY TO BECOME COOLER. The nominalization form we would suggest
here is the gerundive-zlause THE TREES' BEING BIG AND SHADY, so
that the CAUSAL relationship could be made syntactically clear
in this sentence:

(59D) THE TREES' BEING BIG AND SHADY HELPS TO COOL
COWN A HOT DAY.

That students do use WHICH as a sentential pronoun can be
illustrated with the following sentences from their writing.
There seems, for example, to be only one way to posit the set of
propositions that result in this seventh-grade student's sentence:

(60) *TYEN I REMEMBER THAT AT 12:30 TOMORROW I AM GOING
TO GO BLIND WHICH CHANGES MY ATTITUDE TOWARD
THINGS

and that way requires the WHICH to stand for a sentential ante-
cedent:

Fx (x: I AM GOING BLIND AT 12:30 TOMORROW).(I REMEMBER x)e
(x CHANGES MY ATTITUDE TOWARD THINGS).

This.seventh grader's sentence:

(61) *AFTER THAT I WOULD THEN EXPLORE THE SCHOOL,
WHICH I NEVER DID BEFORE

requires a similar set of propositions:

3x (x: I WOULD EXPLORE THE SCROOL)*(x: NEVER DONE BEFORE)
in which the WHICH of the student's relative clause is the pronoun
for the sentential antecedent I WOULD EXPLORE THE SCHOOL. Another

seventh grader's sentence reveals this sentential WHICH:

(62) *I FAINTED AND BUMPED MY HEAD WHICH CAUSED A
SLIGHT CASE OF ANNESIA

in the set of propositions that produced it:

#x, y (x: 1« FAINTED): (y: I BUMPED MY HEAD)* (x+y CAUSED A
SLIGHT CASE OF AMNESIA).
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The only difference between this sentence and the preceding ones
is that WHICH stands for two sentential antecedents: I FAINTED
and I BUMPED MY HEAD. Still another sentence iy this one by

a ninth grader:

(63) *AND THEN IN ''THE FALL WE GO BACK TO SCHOOL BUT
ABOUT A WEEK OR TWO BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS WE GET
ABOUT TWELVE OF US AND WE GO SHOPPING OVER AT
NORIHLAND WHICH IS A RIOT

whose set of propositions:

3%, y, z (x: WE GO BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE FALL)+{y: WE GET
ABOUT TWELVE OF US TOGETHER ABOUT A WEEK OR TWO BEFORE

SCEOOL STARTS)+{(z: WE GO SHOPPING OVER AT NORTHLAND)e.
(xVyVz: A RIOT)

differs from the others only in that it is not clear which of
the three preceding sententials is {he antecedent of WHICH;

in fact, it may be all three of them! 1In each of these five
sentences, it seems clear that the student is employing WHICH as
a sentential pronoun whose antecedent is .ne or more of the
sententials preceding it.

Is it arpropriate to use WHICH as a sentential pronovn--
i.e., to expand its function as a relative pronoun whose ante-
cedent is en NP in the preceding sentential to a pronoun whose
antecedent is the entire sentential itself? 1Is it appropriate
to extend tre range of the antecedent of WHICH from NP's that are
nouns to NP's that are sentences? Perhaps the question could
be answered affirmatively if there were no other way to syn-
tactically represent the reference to a sentence (EVENT) in a
comment upon that sentence (EVENT). However, there are syntactic
ways of representing EVENTS-commented-upon in English: as
noun-clauses if the sentence represents facts or details about
an EVENT that has occurred in the world; as gerundive-clauses if
the sentence represents the occurrence of an EVENT co-tempor-
aneous witi the comment upon it; as infinitive-clauses if the
EVENT-commented-upon has yet to happen. We have already illus-
trated ubove how a sentential can be nominalized to produce
sentence (59D). The nominalization of the sentential x in the
set of propositions producing sentence (60) would result in, first,
a noun clause to be inserted after REMIMBER and then a gerundive-
clause to be inserted before CHANGES, so that the relationships
of this prcposition set could have bveen made syntactically clear
by this sentence:

(60A) I REMEMBER THAT I AM GOING TO GO BLIND AT 12:30
TOMORROW, AND MY GOING BLIND TOMORROW CHANGES
MY ATTITUDE TOWARD THINGS.
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Also, the sententials x and y in the set of propositions under-
lying sentence (62) could be nominalized into gerundive-cleuses
so that the relationships of this proposition set would be
svntactically cleai by this sentence:

(62A) I FAINTED AND BUMPED MY HEAD, AND MY FAIN?ING
AND BUMPING MY HEAD CAUSED A SLIGHT CASE OF
AMNESIA.

Finally, depending on which sentential is choscn to be nominalized
and inserted before IS A RIOT in the set of propusitions under-
tying sentence (63), we can produce the follow 2g seniences with
gerundive-clauses:

(63A) WE GO BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE FALL, BJT ABOUT A
WEEK OR TWO BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS WS GET ABOUT
TWELVE OF US TOGETHER AND WE GO SHOUPPING OVER AT
NORTHLAND; OUR GOING SHOPPING THERE IS A RIOT.

(628) WE G0 BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE FALL, BUT ABOUT A
WEEK OR TWO BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS WE GET ABOUT
TWELVE OF US TOGETHER AND WE GO SHOPPING OVER
AT NORTHLAND; OUR GETTING TOGETHER IS A RIOT.

(632 WE GO BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE FALL, BUT ABOUT A
WEEK OR TWO BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS WE GET ABOUT
TWELVE OF US TOGETHER AND WE GO SHOPPING OVER
AT NORTHLAND; OUR GOING BACK TO SCHOOL I.J THE
FALL IS A RIOT.

(63D) WE GO BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE FALL, BUT ABOUT A
WEEK OR TWO BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS WE GET ABOUT
TWELVE OF US TOGETHLR AND WE GO SHOPPING OVER
AT NORTHLAND; OUR GETTING TOGETHER AND GOING
SHOPPING OVER AT NORTHLAND A WEEK OR TWO BEFORE
WE GO BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE FALL IS A RIOT.

Since there are appropriate ways of representing syntacti-
cally EVENTS-TO-BE-COMMENTED-UPON as REIFIED (nominalized)
sententials, it seems inappropriate to use the relative pronoun
WHICH for this function. Sentential pronouns like THIS and
THAT are used by some adult writers in lieu of REIFIED sententials;
others use THIS CASE, WHICH SITUATION, THAT CONDITION. THIS STATE
OF EVENTS, %WHICH EVENTS, . . . , in which a noun \ -eceded by
demonstrative or relative determiners) that refiect. he nature
of the preceding sentence takes the place of the REIL: D form of
that sentence.

This seventh-grade student's sentence:
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(64) *THE SCHOOL IS ABOUT FIVE BLOCKS FROM THE HOSFITAL
WHICH MAKES YOUR HOUSE ABOUT SEVEN BLOC{S FROM IT

can be seen as the inappropriate use of a sentential WHICH instead
of some kind of restriction relationship such as REAL EVENT-
CONSEQUENCE, for the set of propositions that underlie sentence
(64) seems to be this one:

3%, y, z (x: SCHOOL)*(y: HOSPITAL): (z: YOUR HOUSE)-(x:
FIVE BLOCKS FROM y) « (x: SEVEN BLOCKS FROM xVy).

Depending on whether YOUR HOUSE is two blocks from THE SCHOOL or
two blocks from THE HOSPITAL (since the stugdent's final pronoun
IT is ambiguous), we can produce the following sentences which
make the relationship of relative distances syntactically clearer
than the student's sentence:

(644) THE SCHOOL IS ABOUT FIVE BLOCKS FROM THE HOS-
PITaL; THEREFORE, YOUR HOUSE IS ABOUT SEVEN
BLOCKS FROM THE SCHOOL.

(64B) THE SCHOOL IS ABOUT FIVE BLOCKS FROM THE HOS-
PITAL; THEREFORE, YOUR HOUSE IS ABOUT SEVEN
BLOCKS FROM THE HOSPITAL.

The THEREFORE preceding the CONCLUSION-statement in both these
sente ices is a clear syntactic signal of the REAL EVENT-CONSE-
QUENCE relationship existing between the first clause and the
second; WHICH cannot signal this relationship and therefore ic
clearly inappropriate in sentence (64). Similarly, we can see

that the proposition set underlying sentence (61) above illus-
trates a restrictive semantic relationship, EXPLANATION/MOTIVATION,
which -~ould have been made syntactically clear by this sentence:

(614} AFTER THAT I wWOULD THEN EXPLORE THE SCHOOL,
BECAUSE 1 HAVE NEVER DONE THAT BEFORE!

There are sentences produced by students in which the
conjunctive relative clause appears at first glance to be the
appropriate syntactic product of an OBJECT EXPLICATION/DESCRIPTION
relationship. For example, this seventh-grade student's sentence:

(65) ?HE OWNS A BOWLING ALLEY, WHICH IS A GOOD INVEST-
MENT

seems to be the appropriate representation of this set of OBJECT
DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION propositions:

3x (x: BOWLING ALLEY)*{HE OWNS x)+(x: A GOOD INVESTMENT)
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in which both propositions about the BOWLING ALLEY seem *o be
truth-assertion statements. If, however, the WHICH is the
sentential pronoun whose antecedent is the entire proposition
(HE OWNS x), then the student means something like HIS OWNING A
BOWLING ALLEY, or HIS OWNERSHIP OF THIS BOWLING ALLEY for which
relationship the set of propositions would be this:

3= (x: HE OWNS A BOWLING ALLEY)*{x: A GOOD INVESTMENT).

Quite possibly the developmenut of the student's linguistic
skills has not paralleled the devriopment of his cognitive ability
to move from a report of the concrete OBJECTS, ACTIONS, and EYENTS
in his world to an abstract conceptualization of them. He might
be able to conceptualize such an abstraction as HIS OWNERSHIP OF
THIS BOWLING ALLEY, but be deficient in his knowledge of linguistic
devices with which to express it. If he has not yet mastered the
distinction betweea the representation of subordinate ideas in
relative clauses and the representation of abstractions of EVENTS
(commentary upon EVENTS) in nominalizations, then he is unlikely
to express abstractions in syntactic representations convention-
ally. Quite likely, he will use whatever linguistic devices he
already has command of until he becomes aware of and masters those
nominalizing and subordinating devices that express the precise
relationships he has in mind.

There are some clues that this particular student has
command of some of the abstraction (nominalization) devices
available in Fnglish. He appears to know how to express syntacti-
cally the abstract idea of POSSESSION OF CONCRETE OBJECTS, for
having an object in one's possession is more abstra.t than picking
it up, handling it, throwing it about, or carrying it from one
place to another. Physical possession of a CONCRETE OBJECT can
be abstracted to a statement about the ACTIOR OF ITS POSSESSION,
and this relationship of OWNING SOMETHING CONCRETE can be expressed
in such verbs as POSSESSING, HAVING, OWNING. This level of
abstraction is one that the student expresses in the verb OWNs5 in
BE OWNS A BOWLING ALLEY.

It iy another level of abstraction to be able to REIFY the
abstract ACTION of OWNING SOMETHING CONCRETE into a thing-to-be-
thought-about, a fact-to-be-commented-upon. This REIFICATION
process is more abstract than reporting the ACTION OF OWNING
SOMETHING CONCRETE, which itself is more abstract than reporting
the physical holding and manipulating of it. The syntactic
representation of the REIFICATION of activities is nominalization:
the conversion of the sentential HE OWNS A BOWLING ALLEY into the
gerundive-clause HIS OWNING A BOWLING ALLEY or HIS OWNERSHIP 9QF
A BOWLING ALLEY. Once REIFICATION of an ACTION or EVENT takes
placr in the mind, the REIFIED fact itself becomes the source
for additional activities and relationships. With each succeeding

121

121



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

level of abstraction, the student has rore powerful means of
crcating and discovering other relationships that exist between
things and activities in his world--both concrete and abstract.

There is some evidence that this student may have reached
this REIFICATION level of thinking, for in his relative clause
(WHICH IS A GOOD INVESTMENT) is the nominalization of the activity
of INVESTING MONEY IN PROPERTY OR REAL ESTATE (itself an abstract
activity) into the gerund INVESTMENT. He seems able to think
about the ACTION of investing money in real estate as a thing-
to-be-commented-upon, i,e., a REIFIED fact. Indeed, he does

comment upon it: he judges it to be G(GOD. There are several
syntactic devices available in English for representing such a
REIFICATION, and one of them is the nominalizatiou of the verbdbal
element of the activity into a gerund. There are several suffixes
that nominalize verb forms into gerunds in English: -TION, -MENT,
-ING, and -SHIP. There are at least two other syntactic repre-
sentations of REIFICATION: the infinitive-clause and the
gerundive-clause. Thus, he could have produced any of the three
following nominalizations of the REIFICATION of HE INVESTS MONEY
IN REAL ESTATE: HIS INVESTMENT OF MONEY IN REAL ESTATE, HIS
INVESTING MONEY IN REAL ESTATE, or FOR HIM TQ INVEST MONEY IN
REAL ESTATE. Each nominalization would have allowed him to
comment upon the REIFICATION--namely, to judge it as GOOD--

as any of these sentences make syntactically clear:

{65A) HIS INVESTMENT OF MONEY IN REAL ESTATE IS GOOD.
(658) HIS INVESTING MONEY IN REAL ESTATE IS GOOD.
(65C) FOR HiM TC INVEST MONEY IN REAL ESTATE IS GOOD.

Is it mere accident that this student's REIFICATION is
syntactically represanted as a gerund, rather than the gcrundive-
clause or the infinitival-clause? Does he know of all three
syntactic representations and therefore merely exercise his
stylistic preference for the gerund? Oi is it that the gerundive-
clause and the infinitival-clause have not yet come to his
attention? Or if they have come to his attention, has he such
imperfect contryl of them that he avoids tlem as long as he has
a syntactic alternative avajlable? 1t may ve that REIFICATION
that results in gerundives and infinitivals represents a level of
abstract thinking that is beyond this student's capnacity at this
point in his maturation. On the other hand, REIFICATION may not
be beyond his level of thinking, but it may be beyond his know-
ledge or control of all of the corresponding syntactic represen-
tations to express REIFICATION relationships as gerundives or
infinitivals. If the latter, then perhaps the only way this
student can REIFY HE INVESTS MONEY is in the gerund INVESTMENT.
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Even if we assume that the student has some command of the
syntectic representation of REIFICATION relationships, as evidenced
by his gerund INVESTMENT in the relative clause of sentence (65),
do we know wnether the pronoun WHICH is zn acceptable relative
pronoun or an unacceptable sentential pronoun? We are really
asking the question: which set of propositions represents the
relationship between the ideas, presented in the content of the
student's sentence? Is iv the set representing the OBJECT
DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relationship:

3Jx {x: BOWLING ALLEY)* (HE OWNS xJ)¢(x: i GOOD INVESTMENT)?
or is it the cet representing the REIFICATION relationship:
3x (x: HE OWNS A BOWLING ALLEY)e (x: A GOOD INVESTMENT}?

From what we know of the activity of INVESTING MONEY IN REAL
ESTATE, we know that the only x that it could be said of that
it is A GOOD INVESTMENT is the sentential x of the REIFICATION
relationship set. A CONCRETE OBJECT, like x in the OBJECY
EXPLICATION/DESCRIPTION set, can not be an ABSTRACTION, a
REIFICATION, that is called for by the REIFICATION x, A GOOD
INVESTMENT. Therefore, we find the WHICH in sentence (65) an
unacceptable sentential pronoun, for this is not one of the
syntactic aliernatives available in English to represent REIFI-
CATION relationships. The conflict between syntactic form and
semantic content in the student's original sentence cannot be
resolved in his favor: the syntactic form is the conjunctive
relative clause, which is the representation of the semantic
relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATICN; yet the semantic
content of the relative clause suggests that the semantic
relationship is REIFICATION, which so far as we can deterwmine
at this point cen not utilize as one of its syntactic signals
the relative pronoun WHICH.

We are aware of the frequency with which the relative
pronoun WHICH is used by newspaper and magazine writers as a
sentential pronoun like THIS and THAT. We may now be in the
transition period between the consideration of the sentential
WHICH as always unacceptable and the consideration of it as always
acceptable. It may turn out that some “compromise" will evolve:
certain uses of the sentential WHICH will be accepted, and certain
will be rejecteds. It would ve interesting to know whether
grammarians of the future will accept or reject a sentence like
this one: 9?HIS SKIN IS A DEEP COPPERY COLOR, WHICH WOULD MAKE
OTHER BOYS ENVIOUS . . . . We cannot determine whether WHICH
refers to the DEEP COPPERY COLOR, or whether it refers to the
entire clause HIS SKIN IS A DEEP COPPERY COLOR. If the former,
then WHICH is an acceptable relative pronoun; if the latter, it
is an unacceptable sentential pronoun.
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If there are some sentences that students write that are
not clearly acceptable or clearly unacceptable in their production
of the conjunctive relative clause, there are others that are
clearly unacceptable. For example, this sixth-grade student's
sentence:

(66) *HE IS A SWITCH BATTER ABOUT SIX FOOT TALL
WEIGHS ABOUT 210 POUNDS OF MUSCLE WHICH CAN
REALLY HIT A BASEBALL NOT TO MENTION HIS
FIELDING

contains many objectionable surface representations of semantic
relationships. One of these is the unacceptable relative clause
WHICH CAN REALLY HIT A BASEBALL. It cannot be considered ac-
ceptable either as & conjunctive relative or a restrictive
relative, for the proposition sets that would produce each
relative cannot be zccepted. I{ the relationship is OBJECT
RESTRICTION, then tlie proposition set would be this one:

Ix, y (x: WEIGHS 210 POUNDS OF MUSCLE)*(y: MUSCLE CAN
REALLY HIT A BASEBALL)® (x+y: 279%)

in which no truth-assertion is made at all about the compati-
bility of propositions x and y, unless it is (x+y: NOT MENTION
HIS FIELDING)! Such a compatibility of propositions would
automatically suggest the restriction of MUSCLE to ONLY THAT
MUSCLE WHICH COULD HIT A BASEBALL--a very strange restriction
indeed! Therefore, the reclationship does not seem to be OBJECT
RESTRICTION. If the relationship is OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLI-
CATION, then the proposition set would be this one:

Jx {x: A SWITCH HITTER ABOUT SIX FOOT TALL)‘{x: WEIGHS
ABOUT 210 POUNDS OF y)*(y: MUSCLE CAN REALLY HIT A BASEBALL)

which contains propositions introducing an OBJECT y other than
the OBJECT x being described or explicated--a very strange kind
of OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION indeed that describes or
explicates two entirely different . ,JECTS at once! Therefore,
the relationship seems not to be OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION.
If this last proposition set had included the same information
but presented slightly differently, for instance, like this:

3x (x+ SWITCH HITTER ABOUT SIX FOOT TALL)*(x: WEIGHS ABOUT
210 POUNDS)*{x: REALLY CAN HIT A BASEBALL),

then the relationship can be seen as OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLI.
CATION, which would have been syntactically clear in this sentence:

(664) HE IS A SWITCH BATTER ABOUT SIX FOOT TALL, WHO

WEIGKHS ABOUT 210 POUNDS, AND WO CAN REALLY HIT
A BASEBALL.
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Student sentences contaiuning inappropriate cenjunctive
relative clav es are more frequent than those containing two
main clauses in which the second contains either a pronominal
reference to an NP in the first or the same NP is repeated in
both clauses. We speculate that this may be so because coordi-
nation is an earlier stage in the shift from parataxis to hypo-
taxis than is the relative clause, and therefore students in the
junior high school have probably mastered the coordination tech-
nique of expressing the OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relation-~
ship. However, they do on occasion have some difficulties with
coordination, for example, this sixth grader's sentence:

(67) *MY DAD IS A VERY HONEST MAN AND WHENEVER HE SEES
SOMEONE IN TROUBLE EVEN IF IT IS A LITYTLE THING
HE WILL HELP THEM OUT.

When we look at the semantic content of each main clause, we
discover that the second clause does not EXPLICATE or DESCRIBE
in any way the OBJECT A VERY HONREST MAN. Helping someone out
who is in trouble is more an example of '"good Samaritanship"
than it is an example of honesty, and is therefore more likely
an example of an ENUMERATION relationship than an OBJECT DE-
SCRIPTION/EXPLICATION one. This ENUMERATION relationship would
be syntactically clear in this sentence:

(67A) MY DAD IS A VERY HONEST MAN AND ALSO WHENEVER
KE SEES SOMEONE IN TROUBLE EVEN IF IT IS A
LITTLE THING HE WILL HELP HIM OUT.

Before leaving our discussion of OBJECT DESCRIPTION/
EXPLICATION relationships, we want to exnlore the possibility
that some conjunctive relative clauses mean more than just
OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION. For example, in this sixth
grader's sentence:

(68) MANY PEOPLE WERE SADDENED BY KENNEDY'S ASSASSI-
NATION, EVEN THE NEGROES, WHO HAD HOPES THAT HE
WOULD HELP THEM

the conjunctive relative clause WHO HAD HOPES THAT HE WOULD HELP
THEM not only explicates or describes the OBJECT THE NEGROES,
but also seems to explain the reason why especially (=EVEN)

the Negroes were saddened by Kennedy's assassination. In this
eleventh grader's sentence:

(69) 1IN THIS CASE THEY WILL EITHER GO AHEAD MAKING
THE WRONG DECISION, OFTEN RESULTING IN A LACK
OF SELF-CONFIDENCE, OR THEY WILL BECOME FLUSTERED
UNDER TOO MUCH PRESSURE
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the reduced conjunctive relative (OFTEN RESULTING IN A LACK OF
SELF-CONFIDENCE)* not only explicates (describes) the OBJECT THE
WRONG DECISION, but also seems to explain what the result would
be of having made this wrong decision. This also seems to be
true of the restrictive relative in this sentence: AT THE AGE
OF FOURTEEN ON CHRISTMAS HE RECEIVED A $§22 GLOVE . . . AND IT
COST A LOT FOR A MAN WHO ONLY EARNED 875 A WEEK. The restrictive
relative (WHO ONLY EARNED $75 A WEEK) not only restricts and
identifies A MAN as a particular man, but seems also to explain
why 822 was a lot of money to pay for a baseball glove. These
three examples come from grade levels so far apart in age and
maturity that we cannot speculate that this phenomenon could be
found at a particular stage in children's linguistic development.
Perhaps the principle involved here is more general than we might
expect: the use of one syntactic structure to represent two

(or more) semantic relationships simultaneously.

Enumeration of referents.--We have referred hefore to the
semantic relationship ENUMERATTCN OF REFERENTS as a much looser
semantic relationship than CATEGORY EXPANSION. Although both
involve the listing of elements that somehow "belong together,"
they are linked together, we feel, by quite different organizing
principles. CATEGORY EXPANSION assumes the existence of some
general CATEGORY REFERENT (OBJECT, ACTION, EVENT) which is sub-
sequently differentiated into several specific ¢xamples that are
coordinated by AND in the syntactic representation of the differ-
entiation. ENUMERATION OF REFERENTS refers to the simple addition
of OBJECTS, ACTIONS, or EVENTS into a lateral chain or series of
REFERENTS that are suggested by the original REFERENT. The
syntactic result >f this relationship is a linear sequence of
NP's, VP's, or S's whose coordinating connectives include AND
ALSO, AND TOO, NOT ONLY . . . BUT ALSO, IN ADDITION, BESIDES,
FURTHERMORE, MOREOVER, ON TOP OF THAT, NOT ONLY THAT (BUT) . . .
TOO.

One of the most common difficulties that students have with
ENUMERATION relationships is their syntactic representation of
them as VP coordination, so that CATEGORY EXPANSION is suggested
as the semantic relationship underlying VP AND VP. 1In addition
to representing ENUMERATION syntactically using CATEGORY EXPANSION
connective AND, students occasionally create interpretation
difficulties with the ENUMERATION connectives. For example, this
seventh grader's sentence:

(70) *JFRRY AND JEFF GO THERE AND YOU CAN MEET THEM,
ALSO DONALD

*This conjunctive relative is a reduced form of W 'ICH OFTEN
RESULTS IN A ILACK OF SELF-CONFIDENCE.
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contains one of the ENUMERATION relationship signals ALSC, but it
is not clear whether the NP DONALD should be added to THEM or
JERRY AND JEFF. Does the student mean that in addition to JEFF
AND JERRY, DONALD also goes there¢, or does he mean that in
addition to meeting JERRY AND JEFF there, you can also meet
DONALD? Or does he mean that in addition to meeting THEM, you
can meet DONALD also, but that DONALD is not necessarily THERE
where JEFF AND JERRY are? Precisely what REFZRENT the REFERENT
DONALD is being added to could have been syntactically clear in
these sentences:

(704) JERRY AND JEFF, (AND) ALSO DONALD, GO THERE AND
YOU CAN MEET THEM.

(70B) JERRY AND JEFF GO TEERE AND YOU CAN MEET THEM,
IN ADDITION TO DONALD, WHO WORKS THERE.

In this seventh grader's sentence:

{71} *HERE ARE SOME THINGS I DO: PLAY ALL SORTS OF
SPORTS AND GAMES, I ALSO GO TO FAIRS AND CARNIVALS

a CATEGORY EXPANSION has been explicitly announced in HERE ARE
SOME THINGS I DO hut has not resulted in a coordination of
ACTIONS (VP's) or EVENTS (S's). Instead, the student has expanded
his category into only one example (PLAY ALL SORTS OF SPORTS

AND GAMES) and has tacked on another iu an additive coordination
(I ALSO GO TO FAIRS AND CARNIVALS)}. Since the student has
explicitly announced his category, then the relationship of
CATEGORY EXPANSION should have prevailed throughout the student's
sentence, and the ENUMERATION relationship should have been
postponed until the coordination set of category members had been
completed. A syntactically clear representation of CATEGOLY
EXPANSION without the distracting ENUMERATION signal ALSO is

this sentence:

{71A) HERE ARE SOME THINGS I DO: PLAY ALL SORTS OF
SPORTS AND GAMES AND GO TO FAIRY AND CARNIVALS.

It may be true, of course, that the CATEGORY EXPANSION was
completed in PLAY ALL SORTS OF SPORTS AND GAMES, in which the
coordination of SPORTS, GAMES completed the list of THINGS I DO.
Perhaps it was this expansion set that suggested something
additional to the student that could be linked to this CATEGORY
EXFANSION; therefore, the ALSO signal may have been appropriate
for the representation of this idea (I GO TO FAIRS AND CARNIVALS)
and its relationship to the completed expansion set (ALSO).

If so, this set of relationships would have been syntactically
clearer in either of these sentences:
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(71B) HERE ARE SOME THINGS I DO: PIAY ALL SORTS OF
SPORTS AND GAMES. T ALSO GO TO FAIRS AND
CARNIVALS.

(71C) HERE ARE SOME THINGS I DO: PLAY ALIL SORTS OF
SPORTS AND GAMES; I ALSO GO TO FAIRS AND
CARNIVALS.

There are other student sentences in which there is »
syntactic connective signalling an ENUMERATION relationship but
whose content, upon close examination, suggests that the relation-
ship is something other than ENUMERATICN. For instance, this
sixth grader's sentence:

{72) *IN ADDITION TC BEING INVOLVFD IN SPORTS HE IS
VERY POLITE AND HAS A GREAT SENSE OF EUMOR

suggests that POLITENESS and HAVING A SENSE OF HUMOR are additional
activities that someone can be involved in, whereas they are
characteristics or personality traits someonc might possess.

Either the additive REFERENT should have been a personality
characteristic or the added-to REFERENTS should have teen activi-
ties; therefore, the ENUMERATION relationship could have been
syntactica)ly clearer by either of these sentences:

{72A) 1IN ADDITION TO BEING SYMPATHETIC, HE IS VERY
POLITE AND HAS A GREAT SENSE OF HUMNOR.

(?2B) 1IN ADLDITION TC BEING INVOLVED IN SPORTS, RE IS
INVOLVED IN DRAMATICS AND DEBATING.

In this fifth grader's sentence:

(73) *IT'S NICE TO WAKE UP ON A 1iOT SUMMER DAY AND
KNOW YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL TOO

the TOO is clearly the signal for an ENUMERATION relationship,
and yet the content of the studeut's sentence suggests some other
relationship. It is possible that the student means that in
addition to its being nice to wake up on a hot summer day, it is
also nice to know that you don't have to go to school. The TOO
might also suggest that in addition to knowing you don't have to
go to school, you don't have to go somewhere else {(like the super-
rarket, the library, or the barber shop;. However, the content
of the next sentence does not provide the '"somewhere else' that
might have been inmppropriately detached from sentence (73).

It is more 1likely, though, that what is nice is one ACTION:
WAKING UP ON A HOT SUMMER DAY WITH THF KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU DON!'T
HAVE TO GO TO SGHOOL. Tanis relationship is probably CO-.TEMPORA-
NEITY which would be syrcactically clear in this sentance:
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(?3A) IT'S NICE TO WAKE UP ON A HOT SUMMER DAY KNOWING
YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL.

In this sentence, written by a seventh grader:

{74} *JUST AS IN YOUR COUNTRY BEING TOQETHER AS A
FAMILY IS IMPORTANT TC US ALSO

the ALSO seems inappropriate after the JUST AS IN YOUR COUNTRY
phrase at the beginning of the sentence. A sentence like JUST
AS IN YOUR COUNTRY BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY IS IMPORTANT

means that JUST AS BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY IS CONSIDERED
IMPORTANT IN YOUR COUNTRY, IT IS CONSIDERED IMPORTANT TO US--

in other words, & relationship of COMPARISON is syntactically
represented in JUST AS IN YCUR COUNTRY. A sentence like BEING
TOGETHER AS A FAMILY IS IMPORTANT TO US ALSO means that IN ADDITION
TO BEING IMPORTANT TO SOMEONE ELSE, BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY
IS IMPORTANT TO US, and this syntactic representation of an
ENUMERATION relationship seems in conflict with the COMPARISON
relationship already suggested by JUST AS IN YOUR COUNTRY. Both
relationships cannot be present in this sentence, and if the
COMPARISON relationship were to be used, its syntactic repre-
sentation would be this sentence:

(74A) JUST AS IN YOUR COUNTRY, BEING TOGETHER AS A
FAMILY IS IMPORTANT IN OURS

and if the ENUMI'RATION relationship were to be used, its syntactic
representation would be this sentence:

(74B) BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY IS IMPORTANT TO US,
AS WELL AS IT IS TO YOU.

The conflict of relationships can be resoived, it seesms to us,
only by producing two separate sentences, only one of which can
be utilized in the context of the student's essay.

Temporal scquence of actions/events.--One cf the ways in
which several ACTIONS or several EVENTS can be related to each
other is temporal: one ACTION or EVENT occurs earlier or later
than another. This semantic relationship, TEMPORAL SEQUENCE
OF ACTIONS/EVENTS, is syntactically represented as either two
VP's (ACTIONS) or two S's (EVENTS) linked together by one of
these temporal connectives: AND THEN, AND NOW, AND STILL, AND
AGAIN. Most of the students in this project had 1ittle or no
difficulty syntactically representing this relationship.
Sentences like (75) were the rule rather than the exception
among students' sentences syntuctically registering TENPORAL
SEQUENCE relationships:
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(75) AFTERWARD THE CHILDREN HELP THEIR MOTHER WITH
THE DISHES AND THEN GO OUTSIDE TO PLAY

A sentence like this:

(76) *THEN WE GET READY FOR FOOTBALL PRACTICE THEN WE
GO L0 THE FOOTBALL PRACTICE TOGETHER

illustrates both tke usual syntactic record of this relationship
(THEN WE GET READY FOR FOOTBALL PRACTICE) and the only difficulty
we have found that project students have with this relationship:
the failure to place some mark of punctuation YLefore the second
THEN, either a semicolon or a period. While TAEN, NOW, STILL

and AGAIN are the usual time phrases in the TEMPORAL SEQUENCE
connective, it is true that other, more specific time phrases
sometimes occupy the time phrase slot of this connective. For
example, the ON THE ELECTION DAY of this sentence:

{77) * AND THEN HE STUDIED TO BE THE PRESIDENT HE WORKED
HARD AND TRIED SILENTLY TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT
AND ON THE ELECTION DAY HE WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

has the same function as AND THEN; likewise, the FINALLY in this
sentence:

(?78) MORE PEOPLE STARTED 70 TAKE AN INTEREST IN ME
AND FINALLY MY PRESTIGE BUILT UP GRADUALLY . . .

has the same Tunction as AND THEN.

Before leaving this relationship and its syntactic signals,
we want to point out that THEN is not always a signal for TEMPORAL
SEQUENCE relationships. It is frequently the signal for the next
item in a series that syntactically represents ENUMERATION re-
lationships. For example, sentences like these:

(79) THEN THERE ARE PZOPLE WHO DON'T HAVE TELEVISION
TO WATCH . . .

(80) AND THEN THERE ARE SOME FAMILIES WHO ARE LIKE
YOU . . .

are successive sentence in a student's essay in which he was
describing the kinds of famwmilies there are in the United States,
and therefore, the AND THEN's are not signaling a1 temporal re-
lationship but a seriation vrelationship. 1In one set of essays
written by the eighth graders in the project, the announced topic
oit which they were to write was the explanation of the money
system in the United States to an English pen pal, This topic
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produced student paragraphs which were one lengthy CATEGORY
EXPANSION of what the coin system (or bill system) consists of.
For example, this paragraph:

OUR MONEY IS NOT REALLY HARD TO UNDERSTAND. FIRST

WE HAVE THE PENNY . . . . THEN WE HAVE THE NICKEL

+ + « » THEN WE BAVE THE DIME . . . . THEN WE HAVE A
QUARTER, WHICH IS WORTH 25 PENNIES, 5 NICKELS, OR

2% DIMES . . . . THEN WE HAVE THE DOLLAR, WHICH IS
USUALLY IN A BILL . . . .

contains the CATEGORY EXPANSION of OUR MONEY into several
successive sentences, each of which identifies a member of the
set of coins {and bills) that make up the American money system.
The use of THEN as the intersentential connective for each set

of the CATEGORY EXPANSION illustrates that the content of the
sentences themselves determines whether the semantic relationship
involved is TEMPORAL SEQUENCE or some other relationship like
ENUMERATION or CATEGORY EXPANSION.

Contrast/opposition.--The syntactic representations of the
four preceding conjunctive semantic relationships result in vhat
H. Poutsma describes as copulative coordinatioan, i.e., when the
second clause is an extension of the first. The next two con-
junctive semantic relationships that we are going to explore
result in what he describes as adversative coordination, i.e.,
when one clause is opposed in some way to the first (8). The
first of thesc adversative coordinations we will investigate
results from the semantic relationship CONTRAST/OPPOSITION,
in which (1) two ideas are contrasted, i.e., their striking and
noticeable differences from each other are the focal point of
the relationship existing between them in the speak r's mind;
{2) one idea contradicts the other, and the denied idea is replaced
by the other; or (3) the second idea is the opposite of the
consequence or conclusion expacted from the first (8). The
contrastive relationship results in what “outsma describes as
contrasting adversative coordination (8}, whose syntactic
connectives include BUT, BUT AGAIN, and ON THE OTHER HAND, as in
these student sentences:

(81) I THINK ASKING ANOTHER STUDENT TO HELP HIM WITH
HIS DUTIES MIGHT HELP, BUT AGAIN (ON THE OTHER
HAND) IT MIGHT NOT . . . .

(82) 1IF YOU ARE IN MY CLASS YOU'!'LL HAVE MR. LEAHY
FOR HOME ROOM . . . BUT (ON THE OTHER HAND)
IF YOU DON'T GET INTO MY CLASS YOU'LL HAVE
SISTER PAUL MARIE . . . .

(83) OTHER FAMILIES FAT TOGETHER EVERY DAY, BUT (ON
THE OTHER HAND) WE'RE DIFFERENT.

1*1
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The contradiction relationsinip results in what he describes as
substitutive adversative coordination (8 ), whose asyntactic
connectives include NOT . . . BUT, RATHER (THAN), INSTEAD (OF),
and IN LIEU OF, as in these student sentences:

(84) RATHER THAN KEEP THE FAMILY WAILTING THEY GO AHEAD
AND EAT AND LET THE BOYS EAT WHEN THEY COME HOME.

(A5) HE WAS ELECTED BECAUSE HE WAS POPULAR, NOT
BECAUSE HE WOULD BE EFFICIENT.

(86) MUSIC AND ART WE HAVE EVERY OTHER WEEK; IT MAKES
THINGS MORE INTERESTING INSTEAD OF BORING THAT
WAY.

(87) SOMETIMES INSTEAD OF WATCHING TELEVISION WE
TALK OR PLAY GAMES.

The opposition relationship results in what he describes as
arrestive adversative coordination ( 8 ), whose syntactic con-
nectives include HOWEVER, NEVERTHELESS, NOTWITHSTANDING, STILL,
THOUGH, YET, ONLY, FOR ALL THAT, A¥FTER ALL, ALL THE SAME, JUST
THE SAME, MEANWHILE, IN THE MEANTIME, ALBEIT, and AT THE SAME
TIME, as in these student sentences:

(88) HE IS VERY TALL BUT (YET) NOT CLUMSY FOR HIS
SIZE.

(89) SANDY IS NOT 'fOO GOOD OF A BATTEZR BUT (HOWEVER)
I STILL LIKE HIM.

(90) OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME BUT
(=ONLY) SOME PEOPLE‘S MOM AND DAD HAVE TO WORK
LATE BFCAUSE OF THEIR JOBS « « o+ &

(91) IT IS TRUE THAT IN AMERICA WE WATCH TELEVISION
AND GO TO PARTIES, BUT (=THOUGUH) WE STILL
HAVE TIME TO BE . . . TOGETHER.

However, from Poutsma's very definition of arrestive adversative
coordination--~namely, that the second clavse is the opposite of
the consequence or conclusion one is led to expect from the

first clause--it is clear that these clauses should be con-
sidered as one of the syntactic representations of restrictive
CONCESSION relationships. Therefore, we will postpone any further
discussion of those arrestive adversative connectives BUT (when

it means HOWEVER), HOWEVER, STILL, YET, and THOUGH (when it means
HOWEVER) until the examination of CONCESSION relationships.

Students use BUT more frequently than any other of the
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CONTRAST/CPPOSITION connectives; therefore, the subtle dis-
tinctions between the contrastive and gubstitutive coordinative
connectives are frequently obecured in their sentences. For that
reason, both have been considered as if they repremsented syn-
tactically a single semantic relationship: CONTRAST/OPPOSITION.

Students do not give evidence of having much difficulty
with the syntactic representations of CONTRAST/OPPOSITION re-
lationships. However, there are occasions when they use a non-
CONTRAST/OPPOSITION connective when the semantic content of the
cleuses indicates that the relationship involved is CONTRAST/
OPPOSITION. For example, the semantic content of the parenthetic
clause in this seventh-grade student's sentence:

(92) *THE OTHER STREETS HAVE THEIR OWN CLUBS (OURS 13
THE BEST) . .

suggests that OUR CLUB is being contrasted with those of THE
OTHER STREETS {and found superior by the student). This CONTRAST
relationship could have been syntactically clear in sentences
like these:

(92A) THE OTHER STREETS HAVE THEIR OWN CLUBS, BUT
(=ON THE OTHER HAND) OURS IS THE BEST.

(92B) THE OTHER STREETS HAVE THEIR OWN CLUBS; ON THE
OTHER HAND, OURS IS THE BEST.

The content of the two VP's in the clause following the
semicolon in this seventh-grade student's sentence:

(93) *MY MOTHER'S NEW CAR , . . JUST GOT THE WIND-
SHIELD CRACKED BY THAT LITTLE BRAT, TOMMY HOLT;
HE ALMOST HIT JOEY BUT HIT THE CAR

suggests that the CONTRAST/OPPOSITION relationship signalled by
BUT is appropriate; however, the sentence seems incomplete
without INSTEAD, as in either of these sentences:
(93A) . . . HE ALMOST HIT JOEY BYT INSTEAD HIT THE CAR.
(93B) . . . HE ALMOST HIT JOEY BUT HIT THE CAR INSTEAL.
In this contradictory adversative coordination, the denial of
the first VP, when it is expressed through ALMOST, instead of
NOYT, seems to require the presence of INSTEAD in the replacement
VP, as well as BUT to introduce it. Sentence (93C), in which the
denial is expressed through NOT, also seems to be unacceptable:

(93C) . . . *HE DID NOT HIT JOEY BUT THE CAR.
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It too seems to require the presence of INSTEAD in the replace-
ment VP, for sentence (93D) seems perfectly acceptable:

(93D) . . . EE DID NOT EIT JOEY, BUT KIT THE CAR
INSTEAD.

Disjunction.--A second adversative conjunctive semantic
relationship, DISJUNCTION, refers to the presentation of (1)
mutually exclusive alternatives to choose from, (2) alternative
ways of correcting HEFERENTS, or (3) alternative ways to define
or explain REFERENTS (9). Mutually exclusive DISJUNCTION results
in what Poutsma describes as alternative adversative coordination
(8), signalled syntactically by the comnective OR, as in tiese
students' sentences:

(94) I THINK YOU WOULD HAVE TO USE TWO OR THREE OF
THEM TOGETHZR

(95) NOT MANY STUDENTS IN A HIGH SCHOOL CAN SAY HE
OR SHE IS REALLY DEPENDABLE

(96) GORDY IS THIRTY-FOUR OR -FIVE . . .

(97) EACH YEAR HE HAS A BATTING AVERAGE CLOSE TO OR
OVER THREE HUNDRED

(98} AT BREAKFAST WE DON'T EAT TOGETRER BECAUSE
EVERYBODY HAS TO BE AT WORK OR AT SCHOOL AT
DIFFERENT TIMES

(99) THIS IS USUALLY WHEN WE DISCUSS THE DAY'S
HAPPENINGS OR TOMORROW'S PROBLEMS

(100) MOST OF THE TIME AROUND HERE WE PLAY A LOT OF
BASEBALL OR FOOTBALL

(101) THEN WE HAVE TIME TO DO OUR HOMEWORK OR GO OUT
AND PLAY

(102) YOU COULD GET INTO A CLASS THAT TEACHES TRAM-
POLINE AND WRESTLING. OR, IF YOU PREFER, YOU
COULD GET ON THE BASEBALL TEAM

(103) ONCE IN A WHILE MY FATHER MAY HAVE TO WORK
LATE + » « OR MY BROTHER DOESN'T KEEP TRACK OF
TIME, OR WE'RE INVITED TO FRIENDS' HOUSES FOR
DINNER « « &

or by the correlative pair of connectives EITHER . . . OR, as
in these students' s2ntences:
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(104) ALSO, I WOULD LIKE TO BE EITFER A WING OR
GOALTENDER »

(105) 1IF HE DOES NOT START TO FULFILL HIS DUTIES
PROPERLY THE PERSON THE STUDENT COUNCIL HAS
PICKED SHOULD EITHER MAKE HIM DO IT WITH HIS
HELP OR . . . RESIGN FROM HIS POSITION . . . .

Corrective DISJUNCTION results in alternative adversative coordi-
nation signalled by the connectives OR, (OR) RATHER, (OR) AT
LEAST, and THAT TS TO SAY, as in these students' sentences:

(106) BOB KNEW OR SHOULD HAVE [KNOWN] THE RESPONSI-
BILITIES OF BEING ELECTED SECRETARY OF EIS
SCHOOL.

(107) . . . MOST OF THEM ARE PRETTY NICE AND CUTE SO
YOU WON'T OR SHOULD I SAY SHOULDN'T HAVE ANY
PROBLEMS WITH THEM.

(108) *LIFE IN OUR FAMILY IS PROBABLY THE SAME OR
ALMOST THE SAME AS YOU.

(109) HIS NAME IS PAT OR (RATHER) HIS NICE NAME IS
PATTY THE FATTY.

{110} . . . TAKRE IS A POND IN A PARK ABOUT A MILE
OR 50 AWAY « . «

Alternative definition DISJUNCTION, or whet is an explanation

or merely ancther name for the first REFERENT of the alternative
adversative coordination, is signalled by the connective OR,
sometimes followed by AS WE SAY HERE, AS IT IS CALLED BY AMERI-
CANS, . . « , as in these students' sentences:

\111) BUT HARDLY ANYBODY IS ALWAYS WATCHING TELEVISION
OR, AS WE AMERICANS SAY, GLUED TO THE TUBE.

{112) YOUR HCUSE IS A SUPERIOR WORK OR BUILDING AND
YOUR FATHER HAS GOOD TASTE.

(113) 1IF HE WOULD JUST SIT IT OUT TILL THE REST OF THE
YEAR [yns OVER] UX WOULD HAVE A NAME WHICH
[younb MAKE EVERYONE SAY], "HE'S THE ONE WEO
LET OUR STUDENT COUNCIL GO TO WASTE," OR (=IN
OTHER WORDS) "BOB'S RUINED OUR SRUDENT COUNCIL
BY NOT TAKING ANY NOTES CR RLPORIS."

Not every instance of OR is a signal for DISJUNCTION
relationships, however; for example, there is the OR (ELSE) that
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is one of the syntactic signals fer the restrictive relationship
CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, as in these students' senteances:

(114) I GUESS I HAD BETTER TELL YOU WHO YOU WILL HAVE
FOR WHAT OR EISE YOU'LL REALLY BE CONFUSED.

(115) AS A RULE THOUGH, MOST OF THE PEOPLE HAVE TO BE
ON TIME 70 EAT OR IT't USUALLY NO SUPPER.

The OR in (115) and the OR ELSE in (1l4) are syntactic equiva-
lents of UNLESS inr negative CGNTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relation-
ships--i.e., sentences (114A) and (115A) are acceptable variants
of {114) and (115) respectively:

(1144) UNLESS I TELL YOU WHO YOU WILL HAVE FOR WHAT,
YOU'LL REALLY BE CONFUSED.

(115A) AS A RULE THOUGH, UNLESS MOST OF THE PEOPLE APE
ON TIME TO FAT, IT'S NO SUPPER FOR THEM USUALLY.

Also, as Poutsma points out,

[h]egativing an alternative of course amounts to
negativing the two members. Consequently negative
alternative coordination is equivalent to negative
copulative coordination, and in many cases inter-
changeable with it . . . . Thus or could replace
and in:

Every fellow has some cupboard in his house,
which he would not like you and me to peep into « . .

You are not to think, my dearest Esther, that I
fail to see what you see, and fear what you
fear . . . « (8, p. 598)

Therefore, OR is an acceptable variant of coordinating AND in
regative CATEGORY EXPANSIONS, as in these students' sentences:

(116) WE DO NOT ALWAYS WATCH T.V. OR GO TO PARTIES.

(117) IF THE PRESIDENT DOESN'T DO HIS JOB NOBODY IN
OFFICE GETS HALF AS MUCH DONE. OR IF THE
SECRETARY DOESN'T WORK, THE REST OF THE OFFICE
CAN'T GET ALONG.

(118) THEY CAN'T EVER GO OUT. SOME OF THEM ARE LUCKY
IF THEY EAT AT NIGHT OR SLEEP IN A BED.

NOR is also an acceptable variant of coordinating AND in negative
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CATEGORY EXPANSIONS, though it is relatively infrequent in

student sentences. However, it does appear on occasion, as in
this sixth-grade student's sentence:

(119) BUT THE REASON WHY I WOULD LIKE TO BE HIM THE
MOST Iﬁﬁ I CAN'T CATCH OR THROW A BASEBALL
VERY WELL NOR CAN I BAT 450 FEET ON A FLY BALL
TO BE AN EXCELLENT BASEBALL PLAYER.

Unfortunately, these OR's that are syntactic signals of negative
CATEGORY EXPANSIONS have been erroneously counted as if they )
were DISJUNCTION signals. At this point tiere seems no way of
recovering what percentage of DISJUNCTION OR's are actually
signals of negative CATEGORY EXPANSIONS.

Students have few difficulties representing DISJUNCTION
syntactically; however, on occasion they dc use inappropriate
syntactic signels for what appear, from the semantic content of
their sentences, to be DISJUNCTION relationships., For example,
the semantic content of this seventh-grade student's sentence:

(120) *FOR INSTANCE, MY LITTLE BROTHER AND I BOTH PLAY
FOOTBALL FOR DIFFERENT TEAMS AND DON'T GET HOME
UNTIL ABOUT 6:320 TO 6:45

suggests that the two brothers don't get home from football
practice until either one time point (6:30) or another (6:45),
and yet the syntactic signal in the sentence, TO, suggests that
the time period is a durative one: it lasts from one point in

time (6:30) to another (6:45). The DISJUNCTION relatienship
would have beer syntactically clear in this sentence:

{120A) FOR INSTANCE, MY LITTLE BROTHER AND I BOTH PLAY
FOOTBALL FOR DIFFERENT TEAMS AND DON'T GHT HOME
UNTIL ABOUT €:30 OR 6:45.

The semantic content of this sixth-grade student's sentence:

(121) *HE IS ALWAYS BUSY WORKING OR PLAYING AND
STUDYING

suggests that the activities are mutually exclusive: one can
either play or study but he could not be engaged in both at the
same time, which the coordinative AND and the progressive form
of the verbs suggest. Therefore, the relationship is one of
DISJUNCTIUN, not CATEGORY EXPANSIONM, and could have been syn-
tactically clear in this sentence:

(122) HE IS ALWAYS BUSY WORKING OR PLAYING OR STUDYING.
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Students occasionally produce the syntactic DISJUNCTION
connective OR in sentences whose content asuggests some other
relationship. For instance, in this tenth-grade student's
sentence:

(123) *IF BOB WOULD BE LEFT IN ALL YEAR THE BOOKS WOULD
BE WRONA; THE SCHOOL WOULD NEVER KNOW WHAT THEY
COULD DO OR HOW MUCH MONEY THEY WOULD HAVE

¢he noun-~clause HOW MUCH MONEY THEY WOULD HAVE ceems to be an
explanation for the first noun-clause: it expleains why THEY
WOULD NEVER KNOW WHAT THEY COULD DO, rather than presenting two
mutually exclusive alternativis. If so, the EXPLANATION relation-
ship could have been syntactically clear in this sentence:

(124) IF BOD WOULD BE LEFT IN ALL YEAR THE BOOKS WOULD
BE WRONG; THE 3CJOOL WOULD NEVER KNOW WHAT THEY
COULD DO BECAUSE THEY WOULD NJVER KNOW HOW MUCH
MONEY THEY HAD.

Occasionally ctudents obscure the type of DISJURCTIVE
relationship involved ir their sentences by uting OR when OR
RATHER or OR ELSE or EITPER . « « OR would have clarified whether
it was mutually exclusive DISJUNCTION, corrective DISJUNCTION, or
definitional DISJUNCTION that was intended. Fo:* example, in this
tenth~-grade student's sentence:

(125} *BUT IF HE wOULD NOT WORK, NO MATTER HOW MUCH
PERSUASION OR COAXING 'fHEY TRIED, THEY SHOULD
START PROCEEDINGS TO REMOVE HIM FROM OFFICE . . .

the OR coordinating PERSUASION and COAXING doesn't clarify for us

whether the student thinks these ar2 mutually @iclusive activities
(FORCE vs. PLEADING) or whether he thinks COAXING is just another

name for PERSUASION. He could have made this 3yntactically clear

by either of these sentences:

(125A) PUT IF HE WOULD NOT WORK, NO MATTER HOW MUCH
PERSUASIOH, OR COAXING THAT IS, THEY TRIED,
THEY WOULD START PROCEEDINGS I'0 REMOVE HIM FROM
OFFICE . « « &

(125B) BUT IF HE WOULD NOT WORK, NO MATTER HOW MUCH
EITHER PERSUASION OR COAXING THEY TRIED, THEY
SHOULD START PROCEEDINGS TO REMOVE HIM FROM
OFFICE « « o« =« ’

The OR coordinating the two gerundive-clauses of this sixth
grader's sentence:
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(126) *HE ALSO DOESN'T LIKE TO BE A BALL HOG KEEPING
i THE BALL UNTIL HE SHCOTS OR KEEPING THE BALL
f TO HIMSELF NOT LETTING ANYONE ELSE SKOOT

.. does not clarify whether the student thinks KEEPING THE BALL

l UNTIL HE SHOOTS is a mutually exclusive alternative of KEEPING
THE BALL TO HIMSELF NOT LETFING ANYONE ELSE SHOOT, or whether

i he is correcting tke first by the second, or whether the second

‘ is merely another name for the first. The student could have
made thiz syntactically clear by any one of the following
sentences: -

} (126A) HE ALSO DOESN'T LIXE TO BE A BALL HO@, EITHER

KEEPING THE BALL UNTIL HE SHOOTS OR KEEPING THE

]. BALL TO HIMSELF NOT LETTING ANYONE ELSE SHOOT.

(126B) HE ALSO DOESN'f LIKE TO BE A BALL HCG KEEPING
_ THE BALL UNTIL HE SHOOTS, OR RATKER KERPING TRE
i BALL TO HIMSELF NOT LETTING ANVONE ELSE SHGOT.

(126C) HE ALSO DOESN'T LIKE TO BE A BALL HOG KEEPING
‘- THE BALL UNTIL HE SHOOTS, OR, AS .B PLAYERS

SAY, KEEPING THE BALL TO HIMSELF NOT LETTING
ANYONE FISE SHOOT.

1' The OR coordinating ALMOST and SOMETIMES in this sixth grader's
= sentence:

(127) *HE ALMOST OR SOMETIMES GETS A HIT EVERY GAME

creates a semantic impossibility: it s not clear what HE ALMOST
GETS A RIT EVERY GAME can mean and therefore it is difficult to
see how ALMOST can be an alternative to SOMETI¥ES, or can be
corrected to SOMETIMES, or can be snother name for SOVETIMES.

The OR coordinating the VP's in the BECAUSE :luuse of this

st st

} seventh grader's sgentence:
(128) BUT THAT'S BECAUSE SOMEBODY OLDER IN MY FAMILY
. WORKS LATE OR TOOh THE WRONG BUS OR SOMETHING
LIKE THAT

- presents mutually exclusive alternatives es reasons vhy a previous
event occurred, and therelore the OR SOMETHING LIKE YHAT can be
interpreted successfully. However, the OR SOMETHING in this
seventh grader's sentence:

(129) *MOST PEOPLE WORK AND DON'T HAVE TIME TO EAT WITH
TREIR CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY COME HOME LATE OR
SOMETHING
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has only one alternative, THEY COME HOME LATE, to be compared
with; therefore, it is not clear whether the alternative OR
SOMETHING i2 a meturlly exclusive one, a corrective one, or a
re-naning one. There must be at least one other specific
alternative before OR SOMETHING so that we can determine vhich
of the DISJUNCTIVE relationships is being cyntactically repre-
sented in the sentence.

A final DISJUNCTIVE relationship is syntactically repre-
sented by the OR NOT coordinations of WHETHER . . . OR NOT
sentences or clauses. In a clause like WHETHER BOB REALLY WANTS
THIS JOB OR NOT in this tenth grader's ser‘ence:

(130) I THINK ASKING ANOTHER STUDENT TO HELP HIM WITH
HIS DUTIES MIGHT HEL?, BUT AGAIN IT MIGHT NOT;
IT JUST DEPENDS ON WHETHER BOB REALLY WANTS
THIS JOB OR NO?T

the OR NOT represents the meaning OR WHETHER BOB DOES NOT WANT
THIS J0B, sn that the DISJUNCTIVE reletionship 1'gnalled by the
OR i5 one of mutually exclusive alternatives., It might ulso be
represented in such clauses as EITHER BOB WANTS TAIS JOB OR HE
DOESR'T (WANT IT)--su acceptable vaviant for antu.lly exclusive
DISJUNCTIVE rels*ionships.

. Restriction

Restrictive relationships refer to those that limit,
qualify or modify "things-in-the-world" in some particular way;
thore are numarous syntactic ways by which theso restrictions
are indicated. Eoth OBJECT and ACTIONS or EVENTS can be re-
stricted in their application to particular RLFERENTS (the
linguistic term acd~pted here to identify "things-in-the-world"
when they are represented in language forms).

Object restriction.--In our exploration of the conjunctive
relationship OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION, we found it necessary
to contrast it with the semantically restrictive relationship
O2JECT RESTRICTION, since both relationships are syntactically
represented by relativa clauses. Restrictive relative clauees
are the syntactic representation of OBCECT RESTRICTION relaticn-
ships, while c¢onjunctive relative clauses are one of the syn-
tactic representations of OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relation-
ships, From our discussion of the restrictive relative above, it
will be helpful to review the points that dietinguish OBJECT
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RESTRICTION relationships from OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION
relationships.

In Cartesian Linguistics, Noam Chomsky claims that re-
strictive relatives do not affirm or assert the truth of the
proposition stated in the relative clause (6). Logical propo-
sitions that ultimately produce restrictive relative clsuses
feature two propositions whose combination can be judged compati-
ble and for which combination a third proposition can be asserted
as true. There is no truth assertion about the combined propo-
sitions individually: it is their compztibility in combination
that is being asserted. Logical propositions resulting in
restrictive relative clauses take the form ¥x, y (x: A).(y: B).
(x+y: C), and it is these provositions we refer to as the semantic
restrictive relaticnship of OBJECT RESTRICTIOMN. For example, the
logical relationship of ihese propositions,

3Ix, y {x: MEN)*(y: PIOUS)*(x+y: SHARITABLE)

results in thic sentence with & restrictive relative repre-
senting the OBJECT RESTRICTION x+y:

(J) MEN WHO ARE PIOUS ARE CHARITARBLE.

Another criterion that OBJECT RESTRICTION relative clauses
must meet, indicated by Sandra Annear in her Pestrictive Relative
Clauses (7), is trat the speaker assumes his audience does not
have sufficieat prior or independent knowledge of the OBJECT-
being-referred-to to identify the particular OBJECT the speaker
is talking about. One of the syntactic results of the spesker's
assessment of his audience's background or contextual recollection
is that the restrictive relative slavse is always accompanied by
a definite determiner preceding the noun phrase vo which it is
attached:

« « «» the fact that a relative clause seeuns to
restrict the mecaning of the noun follows perfectly
naturally freas the way in which . . . the is “sed;

the hearer is more likely to be able to identify the
referent in the sentence TvE LINGUIST WHO GAVE THE
FIRST I'APER than he would be if the sentence had no
relative clause, simply because there are likely to

be more linguists in the situation in which a sentence
might be uttered than linguists-who-gave-the-first-
paper. (7, pp. 15-16)

Therefore, a sentence like THE BOY WHO PLAYED TAPS IS A FRIEND
OF MINE is likely to be uttered in a dialogue in which the spe ker

thinks that the hearer did not have enough prior knowledge to
know which BOY was being referred to as A FRIEND OF MINE, and
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theretore restricts the BOY to the one WHO PLAYED TAPS. The
syntactic result is a restrictive relative clause that wvculd be
uttered with no significant pause after BOY and no lowering of
the intonation level of the voice, or that would be written with
no commas seiting off the relative clause from tkz noun phrase
to which it is attached.

Restrictive relative clauses written by students include
those which restrict OBJECTS that are inanimate or abstract:

(L31) TI'VE SEEN THE HOUSE YOU'RE MOVING INTO

(132) WRITE BACK AND ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS I HAVE
ASKED YOU

(133) TWO OF THE RESTAURANTS THAT ARE NEAT ARE "EMIL'S"
AND THE “KAHIKI"

(154) . . . HE WOULD LET HIS OWN WORK SLIP AND NOT
THE WORK THAT CONCERNS HIS SCHOOL

and thoce which restrict OBJECTS that are animate:

(135) ALL THE GIRLS MAKE A BOX DINNER FOR THE BOY
THEY ADMIRE THE MOST

(136) . . . I CAN GET YOU ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THE
PEOPLE THAT I KNOW

(137) THE PEOPLE WHO ARE NOW LIVING ON YOUR FARM HAVE
JUST STARTED HARVESTING SOME BIG ORANGE PUMPKINS

(138) . . . THE STUDENT COUNCIL COULD PUT SOMEONE IN
HIS PLACE THAT IS RELIABLL . . .

(139) THE STUDENT COUNCIL NEEDS SOMEONE WHO WILL BE A
SERVICE TO THEM, ONE WHO WILL BE ABLE TO CARRY
OUT THE RESPONSIBILITIFS OF HYS OFFICE

inc¢luding asyndetic relatives--i.e., rolatives without a relative
pronoun, as in sentences (131), (132), and (135)--as well. as
relatives with a relative pronoun as a connective. as in sentences
(133), (134), and (136)-(139). Curme says of the asyndetic
relative clause that

[ﬁ]here is in English fairly well preserved the most
primitive type of relative construction, the asyndetic
rolative clause, i.e., a clause without a connective,
without a formal link joining the clause to the
governing noun. In a gtrict sense this is not a
relative clause since it does not contain a word
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which points back to an antecedent. The usual cuctom
of saying that the relaztive is omitted suggests
carelessness and has in faect brought the construction
into bad repute with many who are wont to attach
value to form. A careful study, however, of the

true nature of this favorite old construction . . .
will show at once that it is a good natural English
expression, not a mutilated grammatical member but
perfect and neatly fitted into the structure of the
sentence performing its function tersely, yet clearly
and forcefully, . . . with elegant simplicity. (1, pp. 234-3%)

Curme's remarks about this type of relative rlause suggests
that asyndetic relatives might better be thought of as
parataxis, rather than hypotaxis, since there is no formal
connective linking the clause to its antecedent NP, The primi-
tiveness of the asyndetic also suggests that it should be con-
sidered paratactic rather than hypotactic.

There are other semantic relationships besides OBJECT
RESTRICTION that result in what appear at first glance to be
relative clauses. For example, the semantic relationship of
COMPARISON results in student sentences like these:

{140) OUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS ABOUT THE BEST YOU COULD
ASK FOR,

(141) CARL, AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED, IS THE GREATEST
PLAYER THAT EVER LIVED,

(142) I THINK HE IS THE BEST PLAYER ANYONE COULD HAVE,

(143) FE WAS THE GREATEST BASEBALL PLAYER THAT EVER
LIVED,

When the comparison is a superlative--i.e., wh2n the OBJECT is
regarded as the ultimate of its class, the COMPARISON is syn-
tactically expressed as THE MOST X THAT §. Similarly, the
semantic relationship, DEGREE OF INTENSITY OF ACTION/EVENTS, is
syntactically expressed as SO X THAY S, as in these student
tentences:

(144) HE IS SO NICE THAT IF SOMEBODY DOES NOT LIKE
HIM HE MUST NOT BE A HAPPY PERSON . . . .

(145) HE IS SO FAT FROM EATING ALL THE CANDY HE CANNOT
PLAY ALL THE SPORTS WE PLAY VERY EASILY.

(146) . . . IT'S SO CLOSE THAT WE PLAY THERE LOTS OF
THE TIME.
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The restrictive relative clause of this student :ientence:

(147) THE SCHOOL WHERE YOU AND I GO HAS A REAL NICE
PLAYGROUND . . .

is introduced by the connective WHERE, which indicates that the
restriction is one of LOCATION. These restrictive relatives of
LOCATION can be mistaken for true LOCATION restrictive relation-
ships which also result in the connective WHERE, as in this
sentence:

(148) I BET YOU COULDN'T GO TO THOSE PLACES WHERE YOU
LIVE

in which the clause WHERE YOU LIVE rertricts the action of GOING

TO THOSE PLACES, rather than restricting THOSE PLACES to just
those WHERE YOU LIVE.

The semantic relationship c¢f TIME RESTRICTION often results
in apparent relative clauses in such student sentences as:

(149) I THINK BY THE TIME GRADUATION COMES AROUND ABOUT
95% OF THE CLASS HAS MATURED.

(150) THE LAST TIME WE PLAYED A BOY GOT HIT IN THE
HEAD WITH A BAT SO BRING A REIMET IF YCU HAVE
ONE.

(i51) . . . MY BROTHERS MIGHT HAVE 10 GO TO FOOTBAIL
PRACTICE AT THE TIMZ WE USUALLY EAT.

(152) ALL OF THE TIME WHEN WE PLAY T ALWAYS WISH YOU
WERE HERE TO PLAY WITH US.

(153) . . . WRITE AGAIN THE DAY BEFORE YOU LEAVE, SO
THAT I CAN BE READY FOR YOUi

(154) I DON'T REALLY THINK THAT ANYBODY CAN REALLY
SET A CERTAIN [AGE] WHEN A PERSON SHOULD MATURE.

Also, the semantic relationship of MANNER RESTRICTION more often
results in apparent rz2lative clauses in such student sentences as:

(155) I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE MICKEY MANTLE BECAUSE
OF THE WAY HE PLAYS BASEBALL

(156) . . . HE WILL GLADLY HELP US ANY WAY HE CAN
than it does in MANNER-clauses whose connectives are HOW, or

HOWEVER.
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Finally, there are topicalization devices available to
convey the speaker's psychology on the EVENT he is lingiistically
reporting when the focal peint is not the formal "subject NP
of the sentence he might more normally utter. Some of these
topicalization deiices result in apparent restrictive relative
clauses; among them are extrapositions and cleitings which result
in THAT-clauses with the same surface appearance as restrictive
relatives.

Not only are there semantic relatlonships other than OBJECT
RESTRICTION and topicalizaiion devices that result in apparent
restrictive relative clauses, but there are also syntactic forms
of restrictive relatives that appear as apparent noun-clauses.
Fillmore points out that there is a

« « » question-word clause [whici] must be distinguished
from what might be called a "disjunctive relative
clause,” in which the word WHAT is interpretable as
THAT WHICH. In the pair of sentences I KNOW WHAT

YOU WANT and I WANT WHAT YOU WANT, the first is a

true interrogative-word-clause, while the second is
derived frow the relative clause construction I

WANT THAT WHICH YOU WANT. There are formal as well

as semantic grounds for this distinction. One of

the characteristics of true interrogative-word-
sentences is that they may contain the word ELSE.

Thus, ELSE is possible in one of these sentences but
not in the other; I KNOW WHAT ELSE YOU WANT is Dnglish;
but *I WANT WHAT BLSE YOU WANT is not.

As further evidence for the distinction between
these constructions, it is possible to cwunstruct
sentences which are open to both interpretations.

One example is I KNOW WHAT YOU KNOW. The grammar
will predict two interpretations of this sentence,
one corresponding to the meaning I XKNOW WHATEVER YOU
KNOW, the other to the meaning I KNOW WHAT IT IS THAT
YOU KNOW. (10, pp. 92-93)

In short, when WHAT can be interpreted as THAT WHICH or WHATEVER,
it is not a noun-clause resulting from a REIFICATION relationship,
but instead a restrictive relative clause resulting from an
OBJECT RESTRICTION relatiorship. For exanple,

(157) HE DID WHAT HE WANTED TO DO, NO MORE, NO LESS
contains an apparent noun-clause (WHAT HE WANTED TO DO . . .)
that is actually a restrictive relative, for it can be re-
interpreted as either of these sentences:

(157A) HE DID WHATEVER HE WANTED TO DO, NO MORE, NO LESS.
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(157B) HE DID THAT WHICH HE WANTED TO DO, NO MORE, NO
LESS.

Further confirmation of the restrictive relative interpretation
of WHAT comes from student sentences in which the relative
clause is attacked to THE THING(S). For example,

(158) THE TH1NGS YOUR FRIENDS WERE TALKING ABOUT ARE
NOT TRUE IN MY FAMILY

could just as easily have been expressed as:

{(158A) WHAT (=THAT WHICH, WHATEVER) YOUR FRIENDS WERE
TALKING ABOUT IS NOT TRUE IN MY FAMILY.

Finally, there are restrictive relative clauses that scem
to result not only from OBJECT RESTRICTION relationships, but
from EXPLANATORY relationships as well:

(159) . . . IT IS LETTING THE MATTER JUST FLY BY TO BE
SOLVED . . . BY SOME POOR "OLD SOUL'" WHO WOULD
BE Ur TO HIS EARS IN PAPER WORK,

(160) AT THE AGE OF FOURTEEN ON CHRISTMAS HE RECEIVED
A $22 GLOVE, THE BEST THERE WAS AT THE TIME,
AND IT n0SYT A LOT FOR A MaN WHO ONLY EARNED
$75 A WEEK.

The restrictive relative WHO WOULD BE UP TO HIS EARS IN PAPER

WORK not only limits for identification SOME POOR "OLD SOUI!

to one WHO WOULD BE UP TO HIS EARS IN PAPER WORK but also explains
why the student calls him a POOR MOLD SOUL"; the restrictive
relative, WHO ONLY EARNED $75 A WEEK, not only limits for identi-
fication the buyer of the $22 GLOVE to that man WHO ONLY EARNED
$75 A WEEK, but also explains why $22 was a lot of money to pay
for a baseball glove.*

Students' restrictive relative clauses which pose problems
of interpretation are of three types: (1)} choice of inappro-
priate relative pronoun as connective b2tween the clause and the
NP it is attached to; (2) omission or duplication of prepositions
when the relative pronoun replaces an NP in & prepositional
phrase; and {3) ambiguity concerning actual semantic relationship
involved, since certain relative pronouns--e.g., WHEN, WHERE--
are also used to introduce clauses which result from relation-
ships other than OBJECT RESTRICTION--e.g., TIME, LOCATION. The

*Recall that w» discovered some conjunctive relative clauses
that not only described (explicated} the OBJECT but explained
something about it as well.
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tirst two of these can be illustrated very easiiy by these student
sentences:

(161} *I KNOW A FAMILY THAT THEIR OLDEST BOY IS IN
COLLEGE AND IS ON HIS OWN.

(162) *I THINK THEY SHOULD REMOVE HIM IMMEDIATELY AND
ELECT ANOTHER MORE COMPETENT THAT POPULARITY
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH.

(163) *YOU SHOULD SEE ALL THE NEW PLACES WE CAN GO.

(164} *YOU CAN SEE ALL THE NEW PARKS TO WHIC;: WE CAN
Qo TO.

In s~ntences (161) and (162), the substitution of WHOSE for the
inappropriate THAT would result in acceptable relative clauses:

(161A) I KNCW A FAMILY WHOSE OLDEST BOY IS IN COLLEGE
AND ON HIS OWN.

(1624) I THINK THEY SHOULD REMCVE HIM IMMEDIATELY AND
ELECT ANOTHER MORE COMPETENT WHOSE ELECTION
POPULARITY HAS NOTHING TO DO WITMH.

In sentences (163) and (164), the addition of the deleted prepo-
sition or the deletion of the redundant one would result in
acceptable relative clauses:

(163A) YOU SROULD SEE ALL THE NEW PLACES WE CAN GO TO.

(164A) YOU CAN SEE ALL THE NEW PARKS WHICH WE CAN GO
TO (TO WHICH WE CAN GO).

The third type of difficulty can be illustrated with this
seventh grader's sentence:

(165) ?THE HIGH SCHOOL HAS A PARKING LOT WHERE WE
PRACTICE OUR TENNIS BEFORE GOING TO THE TENNIS
COURTS WHICH ARE ONLY A FEW BLOCKS AWAY.

The relative clause WHICH ARE ONLY A FEW BLOCKS AWAY could have
resulted from either an OBJECT RESTRICTION relationship or an
OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relationship. If there are
several sets of TENNIS COURTS that the students could play tennis
on, then the relative is probably restrictive, since it would
limit the ones the students were going to play on to just those
particular ones WHICH ARE ONLY A FEW BLOCKS AWAY. On the other
hand, if there is only one set of TENNIS COURTS upon which the
students play, then the relative is probably conjunctive, since
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it would describe the OBJECT TENNIS COURTS by pointing out their
distance from the PARKING LOT on which they practice. 1f the
relationship is OBJEGCT RESTRICTION, then sentence (165) is
acceptable; if the relationship is OBJECT DESCRIPTIOUN/EXPLICATION,
then the conjunctive relative ought to be set off with commas from
its NP-antecedent, producing the sentence:

(165A) THE HIGH SCHOOL HAS A PARKING LOT WHERE WE
PRACTICE OUR TENNIS BEFORE GOING TO THE TENNIS
COURTS, WHICH ARE ONLY A FEW BLOCKS AWAY.

The same ambiguity concerning the semantic relationship of
OBJECT RESTRICTION or OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION is contained
in this tenth gradar's sentence:

(166) ?BY REMOVING SOMEONE FROM OFFICE YOU MIGHT HURT
HIS OR HER FEZLINGS AND REPUTATION BUT YOU CAN'T
HAVE ONE PERSON, WHO DOBSN'T CARE, RUNNING
EVERYTHING FOR A WHOLE STUDENY BODY.

If the student's idea is that you can't have ONE FERSON RUNNING
EVERYTEING, and that that ONE PERSON is someone who, incidentally,
DUESN'™ CARE, then the relationship is OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLI-
CATION and sentence {166} contains an acceptably punctuated
conjunctive relutive clause. If, however, the student's idea is
that you can't have SOMEONE WHO DOESN'T CARE in charge of running
things for the student bedy (that you can have one person in
charge of everytiing so long as he is someone who cares and is
concerned about doing & good job}, then the relaticnship is OBJECT
RESTRICTION, and the resulting restrictive relative clause ought
not to be set off with commas from its NP-antecedent:

(166A) BY REMOVING SOMEONE FROM OFFICE YOU MIGHT HKURT
HIS OR HER FEELINGS AND REFUTATION BUT YOU CAN'T
HAVE ONE PERSON WHO DOESN'T CARE RUNNiING EVERY-
THING FOR A WHOLE STUDENT BODY.

Another type cof ambiguity resulting from the inability to
interpret a student's relative as a restrictive or conjunctive
clause arises in this sixth grader's sentence:

{167) ?HIS DAD WAS A SEMI-PRO WHO WORKED IN A MINE.

At first glance, the relative in sentence (167) seems unquestion-
ably & conjunctive relative since it is accompanied by an indefi-
nite determiner preceding its NP-antecedent: A SEMI-FRO. It
seems no different in its surface form from the conjunctive
relative in this tenth grader's sentence:
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(168) HE WAS NOMINATED AND ELSCTED BY A SCHOOL WHO
SHOYLD HAVE KNOWN HIM BETTER.

However, the indefinite determiner in {168) is the indefinite
particuiar detzrminer, meaning ONE, not the true indefinite
meaning ANYONE--i.e., sentence (168) does not mean that HE WAS
NOMINATED AND ELECYED BY ANY SCHOOL WHO SHOULD HAVE XNOWN HIM
BETTER, but means instead that HE WAS NOMINATED AND ELECTED BY
OKE PARTICULR SCHOCL, WHO SHOULD HAVE KNOWN HIM BETTER. In those
cases where the indefinite determiner means ANYONE or ALL of that
class of OBJECTS--i.e., when it is part of a generic NP--the rela-
tive clause results from an OBJECT RESTRICTION relationship, as

in sentence (169):

(169) IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR A FAMILY TO SIT DOWK . . .
AND WATCH A SHOW THE WHOLE FAMILY CAN ENJOY.

Here the meaning of A FAMILY is generic: it means ANY FAMILY or
ALL FAMILIES; similarly, the meaning of A SHOW is generic, meaning
ANY SHOW or ALL SHOWS. The relative clause THE WHOLE FAMILY

CAN ENJOY thus limits the generic NP to just those THAT THE WHOLE
FAMILY CAN ENJOY. 1t is probably true that generic NP's, when
followed by relatives, heve been restricted rather than described
or explicated. Therefore, the relative clauses in the following
student sentenczs are restrictive ones attached to generic NP's
with indefinite determiners:

(170) THE STUDENT BODY OF ANY HIGH SCHOOL CAN NOT
AFFORD TO HAVE ANY PERSON OR PERSONS WHO MAY IN
ANY WAY EOLD UP THE PROGRESS OF THAT BODY.

(171) I THINK THEY SHOULD REMOVE HIM AND PLACE [IN
HIS STEAD] A GOOD, CAPABLE PERSON WHO IS WILLING
TO TRY AND STRAIGHTEN OUT THE SITUATION THAT
BOB HAS MADE.

(172) SOMETIMES [HE EVEN RUNS] WITH THE FOOTBALL ON
FOURTH DOWN FOR A TOUCHDOWN THAT MIGHT WIN THE
GAME.

If we return now to sentence (167), HIS DAD WAS A SEMI-PRO
WHO WORKED IN A MINE, we find that we can now consider the relative
clause either as one that restricts a generic NP, A SEMI-PRO, or
one that describes a particular NP. If the occupation label,
SEMI-PRO, is clear and distinct for the student--i.e., if there
are no other SEMI-.PROS than the kind his father 3= .-then the
relative is probadly conjunctive, describing what iils father does
in addition to being a PROfessional sportsman of some sort. If,
on the other hand, the occupational label SEMI-PRO is generic
for the student, then the relative is probably restrictive,
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limiting his father's occupation to just that SEMI-PRC that
WORKED IN A MINE, rather than, say, one that WORKED IN A DEPART-
MEMNT STORE. If the relationship is OBJECT RESTRICTION, then
sentence {167} contains an acceptable restriction of a generic
NP. If the relationship is OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION, then
the resulting conjunctive relative will need to be set off by a
comma in ord2r to distinguish indefinite but particular NP
description from indefinite but generic NP restriction:

(167A) HIS DAD WAS A SEMI-PRO, WHO WORKED IN A MINE.

Cne final sentence, written by a tenth grader, illustrates
the ambiguity resulting from the inability to determine whether
a relative clause is conjunctive or restrictive:

(173) *IF HE WOULD JUST SIT IT OU¢ [FOR] THE REST OF
THE YEAR HE WOULD HAVE A NAME WHICH EVERYONE
WOULD SAY, "HE'S THE ONE W{0O LET OUR STUDENT
COUNCIL GO TO WASTE," OR "30B'S RUINED OUR
STUDENT GOUNCIL BY NOT TAKING ANY NOTES OR
REPORTS, "

The relative WHICH EVERYONE WOULD SAY . . . seems to have no
mezaning which would enable us to determine ‘vhether it resulted
from OBJECT RESTRICTION of a generic NP (A NAME) or from OBJECT
DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATICON of a particular NP (ONE NAME). If the
student's idea is something 1ike THIS NAME WOULD CAUSE EVEKRYOKZ
TO SAY . . .+ where NAME meaas REPUTATION, then perhaps we might
be avnle tc determine the restrictiveness or the descriptiveness

of the relative clause. Since there is no way, however, to
recover what the student meant by WHICH EVERYONE WOULD SAY . . .,
we would have to be arbitrary about lsbelinyg the inappropriateness
of this relative clause, and since the NP s2ems more particular
than generic, we choose to consider the relative in sentence (173)
as an unacceptable conjunctive relative, rather tharn an unaccept-
«ble restrictive relative.

So far, we have confined ou> investigation of restrictive
relative clauses t¢ those which have been full. We know that
there are reduced resirictive clauses which result from the
deletion of the relative pronoun and various other syntactic
elements of the relative clauase so that what is left of the
original relative is a LOCATIVE prepositional phrase or a
LOCATIVE noun, pronoun or adverb, as in these student sentences:

(174) ALL THE BOYS AND GIRLS ARCUND OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
ARE SO NICE.

(175) THE PEOPLE HERE ARE VIRY KIND.
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(176) THEY ARE BUILDING A NEW COLLEGE IN THAT OLD PARK
A_COUPLE OF BLOCKS AWAY . . . .

All the underlined phrases in these sentences iresult trom the
deletion of WHO (WHICH, THAT) IS (ARE), leaving only the LOCATIVE
phrases of the original relative attached to the NP-antecedents.
The deletion of WHO IS is responsible for the underlined phrases
in these students' sentences also, a..chough these phrases are not
LOCATIVE:

(177) . . . WHENEVER HE SEES SOMEONE IN TROUBLE . . .
HE WILL HELP THEM OUT.

(178) HE'S A KEAL NICE KID JUST OUR AGE.

The deletion of WHO IS seems to be quite common and seems to
illustrate a more general syntactic principle that can operate

on all syntactic representations of every restrictive relationship,
ACTION/EVENT RESTRICTION as well as OBJECT RESTRICTION. Poutsma
has said of subordinate clauses in general that they

occur in three forms, viz.: a) full, i.e., with
every element fully expressed; g) incomplete, i.e.,
with part of it suppressed . . . } g) undeveloped,
i.e., consisting of a verbal or nominal with or
without one or more complements. . . . (8, p. 551)

We therefore includc in our account of the subordinate
clauses that result from all restrictive relationships some
exploration of the non--complete syntactic forms these
relationships often appear in.

The reduced restrictive relatives in sentences (174)-
(178) above leave btehind in the surface sentence no trace of
the verbal element (ACTION/EVENT) of the¢ original relative
clauses. The reduced restrictive relatives in these sentences:

(179) I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT SOMEONE MORE EFFICIENT
COULD HELP BOB WITH HIS DUTIES

(180) . . . THAT'S BECAUSE SOMEBODY OLDER IN MY FAMILY
WORKS LATE . . .

(181) ATUAS T3 A MAN MADE OUT OF STEEL . . .

(182) I THOUGHT I MIGHT WRITE A LETTER TO YOU TELLING
YOU SOME OF THF FACTS . . .

leave behind them the adjectival or "participial" forms of the
original verbs, and the reductions in these sentences:
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(183) I wOULD LIKE TO SKI AS WELL AS HIM AND PERFORM
THE TRICKS HE DOES

(184) THESE ARE THE REASCHNS AND FACTS WHY I THINK IN
THE TERMS THAT I DO

leave behind the pro-verb DO which always indicates that the VP
in the superordincte clause has been repeated in the subordinate
clause, but with a different actor than in the main clause, 1In
she data analysis of restrictive relatives, we have counted as
reduced restrictive relatives only those which, like those in
(179)-(184), retain some trace of the original verbal element.

The verb changes in the reduction of the relative clauses
in sentences (183) and (184) are not the only changes in verb
forms that occur when restrictive relatives are reduced. One
of the most common of these verb-form changes can be illustrated
in this seventh grader's sentence:

(185) NOW I CAN TELL YCU ABOUT THE KIDS TO PLAY WITH.

The infinitival-~clause TO PLAY WITH sevas equivalent in meaning
to the restrictive relative in this sentence:

(185A) NOW I CAN TELL YOU ABOUT THE KIDS THAT YOU CAN
(=WILL BE ABLE TO) PLAY WITH.

Therefore the infinitival-clause TO PLAY WITH seems to be a
reduced form of the restrictive relative THAT YOU CAN PLAY WITH.
Similarly, the infinitival-clause TO L1VEN UP THE SCHOOL AND
STUDENT COUNCIL in this tenth grader's sentence:

(186) THE STUDENT BODY WAS JUST LCOXING FOR SOMEONE
TO LIVEN UP TKE SCHOOL AND THE STUDENT CONNCIL

seems to be a reduced form of the restrictive relative WHO WOULD
(or COULD) LIVEN UF THE SCHOOL AND THE STHDENT COUNCIL. The
infinitival-clause TO DO HIS WORK FOR HIM in this tenth grader's
sentence:

(187) . . . HE'LL G&T THZ CREDIT, OFFICE, AND POPU-
LARITY WHILE HE'S GOT SOMEONE TO DO HIS WORK
FOk HIM

seems a reduced form of the restrictive relative WHO WILL DO HIS
WORK }OR HIM. Also, the infinitival-clause WHAT TO DO in this
tenth grader'!s seatence:

(188} . . . HE SHOULD RE ABLE TO KNOW WHAT TO LO
MAYBE IF SOMEONE HELPED HIM
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seems equivalent in its reduced form to the restrictive relative
WHAT (=THAT WHICH) HE SHOULD DO.

The irfinitive results from the reduction of the verb-
group in the original restrictive relative clause probably fron
the same semantic principle that REIFICATION relationships
become infinitive-clauses when they are to be embedded ia NP-
slots in main clauses. This principle can be stated briefly
here in terms of its syntactic resulte: whenever the restrictive
relative contains a modal auxiliary verb (CAN, COULD, WILL, WOULD,
SHALL, SHGULD, MAY, MIGHT, MUST, HAVE TO, SUGHT TO, NEED, DARE,

+ « «) the modal can he replaced by the preposition TO and the
verb-form changed to its simple infinitive form, i.e., its
tenseless, personless and numberless base stem.® There seems to
be only one kind of infinitival.clause that is a reduced relative
but yet dces not coaform to this conversion principle. 1In
sentence (189) written by a sixth grader:

(189) HE IS ONLY THE SECOND MAN TO PASS THE ONF
THOUSAND YARDS MARK

t'ie infinitival-clause TO PASS THE ONE THOUSAND YARDS MARK seems
equivalent to the restrictive relative WHO HAS PASSED THE ONE
TAOUSAND YARDS :.ARK, in which the relative clause VP doas not
contain a modal auxiliary but a perfect auxiliary instead. Even

if the verb HAS PASSED were changed to HAVE PASSED in the reduction
transformation instead of PASS, we would still have an anomalous
infiritival-clause, TO HAVE PASSED THE ONE THOUSAND YARDS MARK.

In sentences (185)-(188) above, the NP-antecedents of the
reduced reletives were animate OBJECTS; the reduction of relative

clauses attached to inanimate and abstract OBJECTS also results

in infinitival-clauses, as these student sentences illustrate:

(190) THEN THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO DON'T EVEN HAVE
TELEVISION TO WATCH (=THAT THEY CAN WATCH) . . . .

(191} I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO HAVE HIS SMILE TO WEAR
(=THAT I COULD WEAR).

*It is true, of course, that we could just as well have
viewed this process as working in reverse: the infinitival-claure
existing as the original syntactic representation of some OBJECT
RESTRICTION relations1ips and being svbsequently expanded into
the restrictive relative clause. The familiarity of the relative
clause form to native speakers caused us to choose the relative
clause as the base form and the infinitival <lause as the roduced
form.
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(192) . . . UNLE5S SOMEONE HAS WORK TO DO (=THAT HE
MUST DO} AND CANNOT COME.

LOCATIVE OBJECTS with restricted relatives can also he
reduced to infinitival-clauses, as these student sentences
illustrate:

(193} AMERICA IS A WONDERFUL PLACE TO LIVE (=IN WHICH
YOU CAN LIVE).

(194) . . . HE STILL NEEDS HIS PARENTS FOR A HOME TO
LIVE IN (=IN WHICH HE CAN LIVE), AND A BED TO
SLEEP IN (=IN WHICH HE CAN SLEEP).

There is another way in which restricted relatives whose NP-
antecedents are LOCATIVE OBJECTS can be reduced; this reduction
seems only to occur when thz LOCATIVE OBJECT is a general one
(like PLACE) and the relative prcnour. is the LOCATIVE pronoun
WHERE. The following sentences:

(195) I HEARD THAT YOU ARE MOVING [iui] YOU DON'T
WANT TO MOVE BECAUSE YOU LIKE WHERE YOU ARE NOW
(=THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE NOW)

(196) WE HAVE A PLAYGROUND ON THE NEXT STREET lﬁvz?]
FROM WHERE WE_LIVE (=THE PLACE WHERE WE LIVE

contain reduced relatives in which the NP-antecedent has been
deleted, but can easily be recovered since the LOGATIVE relative
WHERE can only mean that a LOCATIVE OBJECT like PLACE, STREET,
TOWN, CITY, or BLOCK has bean restricted. This general LOCATIVE
OBJECT is sometimes syntactically represented by the "dummy"-
pronouvn 1T, as this seventh grader's sentence illustrates:

(197) I LILE AT WHERE I USED TO LIVE.

UIME OBJECTS with restrictive relatives can be reduced to
infinitival-clauses, just as LOCATIVE OBJECTS can, as these
students' sentences illustrate:

(198) . . . WE CAME HOME WITH OUR SHIRTS AND BASKETS
STUFFED AND WE FEASTED FOR WEEKS TO_COME
(=WHICH WERE COMING UP).

(199) IT IS TRUE WE DO WATCH TELEVISION AND GO TO
PARTIES BUT WE DO FIND TIME TO BE TOGETHER
(=IN W.ICH WE CAN BE TOGETHER).

Abstract OBJECTS with restrictive relatives can also be reduced
to inf{initival-clauses, as these student sentences illustrate:
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(200) 1 WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A SENSE OF HUMNR TO GO WITH
MY POLITNESS (=THAT WOULD GO WITH M. POLITENESS).

(201) . . . HE HASN'T DONE ANYTHING TO IMPROVE HIMSELF
AND HIS JOE (=THAT WOULD IMPROVE AIMSELF AND
HIS JOB).

The only difficulties that students seemed to have with
reduced relative clauses occurred in sentences involving ABSTRACT
OBJECTS like these as NP-antecedents. For example, a restricted
abstract OBJECT like THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT THEY VOTE can be
syntactically reduced to THE RESPONSIBILITY TO VOTE (if the ACTION
of THEY VOTE is future or contingent) or reduced to THE RESPONSI-
BILITY OF VOTING (if the ACTION of THEY VOTE is co-temporaneous
or repetitively occurrent). Therefore, we find acceptable this

eleventh grader's sentence containing the reduced restrictive
OF VOTING:

(202) . . . IN MANY STATES THEY WILL NOT LET YOU VOTE
UNTIL YOU ARE 21 YEARS OF AGE BECAUSE THEY THINK
THAT YOU ARE NOT MATURE ENOUGH TO ACCEPT THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF VOTING

since VOTING is an activity that can be thought of as taking
place repetitively. However, we find unacceptable this twelfth
grader's sentence:

(202} *BOB HAS THE HABIT OF PUT THINGS OFF TO THE LAST
MOMENT . . .

because the activity of HE PUTS THINGS OFF TO THE LAST MOMENT
as a HABIT has to mean that it is a repetitive occurr2nce.
Therefore, the infinitival form PUT THINGS OFF TO THE LAST
MOMENT is inappropriate for repetitive occurrences, and the
gerundive reduction would be syntactically appropriate:

(203A) BOB HAS THE HABIT OF PUTTING THINGS OFF TO THE
LAST MOMENT . . . .

The ambiguity of this sentence:

(204) ?. . . MAYBE SOME OF THE STUDENTS DIDN'T SEE T"TS
BLIND SPOT OF BOB NOT BEING ABLE TO FULFILL R.d
DUTY

is the only other type of difficulty we had in interpreting
students' reduced relative clauses. For example, it is not clear
whether the NOT B3EING ABLE TO FULFILL HIS DUTY is the result of
an OBJECT DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION relationship or an OBJECT
RESTRICTION one, because i: is not cles: what the OBJECT is. Ig
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it THIS BLIND SPOT or is it THIS BLIND SPOT OF BOB'S? If it is
the former, then the relationship is OBJECT RESTRICTION, identi-
fying which particular BLIND SPOT it was the students hadnt't
noticed:

(204A) . . . MAYBE SOME OF THE STUDENTS DIDN'T SEE THIS
BLIND SPOT OF BOB'S NOT BEING ABLE TO FULFILL
RIS DUTY.

If it is the latter, then the relationship is OBJECT DESCRIPTION/
EXPLICATION, renaming the OBJECT in an appositive relationship:

(204B) . . . MAYBE SOME OF THE STUDENTS DIDN'T SEE THIS
BLIND SPOT OF BOB'S--(HIS) NOT BEING ABLE TO
FULFILL HIS DUTY.

Causality relationships.-~There is a cluster of semantic
relationships that concern themselves generally with causality,
but which can be differentiated into several kinds of causality
relationships, each of which resul*s in a slightly different
group of connectives that introduce the suburdinate clause in
surface sentences. W¥We have subdivided causality relationships
into the following subsets:

1. CONTINGENT “VENT-CONSEQUENCE relationships whose princi-
yal connectives include IF and UNLESS;

2. EXPLANATION relationships wiose principal connectives
include FOR (=FOR THE REASON THAT), ON ACCOUNT OF and
BECAUSE (=MOTIVATION);

5. PURPOSE relationships whose principal connectives
include FOR (=FOR THE PURPOSE OF), SO THAT end IN
ORDER THAT;

L4, CAUSATION relationships whose principal connective is
CAUSING;

5. REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationshi-s whose princinal
connectives fnclude SO, THUS, THEREFORE, CONSEQUENTLY,
SINCE . . . TiEN, and NOW THAT . . . THEN;

6. CONCESSION relationships whose principal connectives
are ALTHOUGH, EVEN THOUGH, EVEN IF, NO MATTER WHAT,
BUT, YET, THOUGH, and HOVWEVER.

The differences between the various CAUSALITY relationships will
beacome evident as we explore each of them below.
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Contingent event-consequence relationships of causility.--
The semantic restrictive relationship CONTINGENT EVENT-CUNSEQUENCE
results in two types of hypotactic clauses: (1) those that
state an idea of mere condition or hypothesis, with IF as the
typical conjunction, and (2) those that state the ideas of
condition and exception combined, with UNLESS as the typical
conjunctive (8). Clauses of the first type consist of the
subsets, open condition and supposition (termed rejected condition
by Poutsma and Sweet, and rejectiiz ccndition by Jespersen).
Those clauses

. « » of open condition "do not imply anything as to
the fulfillment of the condition, such as IF YOU ARE
RIGHT, I AM WRONG, where the speaker does not let us
know whether he thinks the other one to be in the
right or not." (8, p. 694)

Those clauses of supposition express either

« » « a supposition contrary to some fact known to the
speaker, as i1n IF HE WERE PRESENT (WHICH HE IS NOT)},

I WOULD SPEAK TO HIM, or . . . a supposition regarding
the future which is made merely for the sake of
argument, as in IF IT SHOULD RAIN, WE HAD BETTER STAY
IN-DOORS. (8, p. 694)

Clauses of open condition and supposition as syntactic represen-
tations of the semantic relationship CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE
include as connectives IF, BUT THAT, ONLY THAT, IN CASE THAT, ON
CONDITION THAT, CONDITIONALLY, SO LONG AS, PROVIDED THAT, PRO-
VIDING THAT, SUPPOSING THAT, IF THE CASE BE THAT, SAY, and
SUPPOSE.* Clauses of combined condition and exception include

as their connectives, UNLESS, WITHOUT and EXCEPT (8, p. 694).

IF, the connective that signals the conditional subset of
CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, also serves as the connective for
noun-clauses in which there is some condition or hypothesis being
REIFIED; the following sixth grader's sentence will illustrate
both semantic relationships and thus enable us to contrast the
hypotactic CONTINGENT clause with the nominalized REIFICATION
clause:

*Note that these last two connectives (SAY, SUPPOSE) are
paratactic connectives since the hypothesis sentence (the IF-
clause) can often be separated from the result sentence (the
THEN-clause) by a period or a semicolon.
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(205) V3N T HAVE NO SCHOOL I GO DOWN THE BLOCK TO SEE
IF MY FRIEND CAN PLAY; IF SHE CAN'T PLAY OR ISN'T
HOME I ASK MY MOM IF I CAN RIDE MY BIKE TO
BARNETT RECREATION CENTER . . . .

In the first main clause before the semicolon, the IF-clause
results from the REIFICATION of a condition which is to bve
determined by the specaker's GOING DOWN THE BLOCK TO SEE (=TO

FIND OUT, TO DISCOVER) IF IT IS TRUE THAT her frlend can come out
to play with her. Only the CONTINGENT EVENT is expressed in the
REIFICATICGN relationship; no mention is made of the CONSEQUENT
EVENT. In the second main clause following the semicolon, the
first IF-clause results from a CONTINGENT EVENT which a8 its
CONSEQUENT EVENT expressed; in other words, the student will ASK
MY MOK . . . only if the condition SHE CAN'T PLAY OR ISN'T HOME
comes about. The second IF-clause (IF I CAN RIDE MY BIKE TO
BARNETT RECREATION CENTER) is again a REIFICATION of a question
the student will ask her mother if the CONTINGENT EVENT of the
first IF-clause (IF SHE CAN'T PLAY OR ISN'T HOME) actually occurs.
Again only the CONTINGENT EVENT is REIFIED into the noun-clause
(IF I CAN RIDE MY BIKE . . .); no CONSEQUENT EVENT is referred to.
The REIFICATION of CONTINGENT EVENTS (without their CONSEQUENT
EVENTS) results in such noun-clauses as these student sentences
illustrate:

(206) 1 WONDER IF EUROPE IS AS NICE A PLACE AS
AMERICA IS.

(207) 1 WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF YOUR FRIENDS EVER VISITED
AHMERICA.

(208) WHEN HE IS UP TO BAT HE CAN TELL IF IT IS GOING
TO BE GOOD OR NO GOOD.

IF.clauses that are REIFICATION clauses are the only examples
of non-CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE TF-clauses. CONTINGENT
EVENT-~CONSEQUENCE relationships that result in open condition
hypotactic clauses signal this relationship subset by an IF that
seems to mean IF IT IS TRUE THAT, as these student sentences
illustrate:

(209) IF (=IF IT IS TRUE THAT) YOU ENJOY BABYSITTING
YOU CAN SURE GET JOBS ON THIS STREET!

(210) I FEEL ‘THAT IF {(=IF IT IS TRUE THAT) THEY ARE
GOOD ENOUGH TO FIGHT AND DIE FOR THEIR COUNTRY,
THEN THEY ARE THE MEN OF THE WORLD . . . .

(211) . . . SOME OF THEM ARE LUCKY IF (=IF IT IS TRUE
THAT) THEY EAT AT NIGHT OR SLEEP IN A BED.
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One of the difficulties students seem to have with this IF IT IS
TRUE THAT open condition relationship can be illustrated with
this seventh grader's sentence:

(212) *IF YOU DID GO DOWN THERE DID YOU SEE ANYBODY
INTERESTING?

The ACTION referred to in the student!s IF-clause refers to a
REAL EVENT, one that has already occurred, not to a CONTINGENT
EVENT that may or may not have occurred as far as the speaker is
concerned. Therefore, there is a conflict between the signal
for possibility (IF) and the content of the clause (REAL EVENT),
If the relationship intended by the student was REAL EVENT-
CONSEQUENCE, then the appropriate connective to signal that
relationship is one like SINCE, (AND) SO, (AND) THUS, THEREFORE,
CONSEQUENTLY, NOW THAT, . . . , as illustrated by this sentence:

(212A) SINCE YOU DID GO DOWN THERE DID YOU SEE ANYBODY
INTERESTING?

Similarly, this tenth grader's sentence:

(213) *IF HE ALREADY HAD SODVERAL WARNINGS IN JUST 2
MONTHS THEN I DON'T THINK HE'D EVER CHANGE FOR
THE BETTER

contains a conflict between the CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE
signal IF and the REAL EVENT conteat of the clause itself HE
ALREADY HAD SEVERAL WARNINGS IN JUST TWO MOKTIHS, and if the
relationship intended by the student was REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE,
then it could have been syntactically represented by this
sentence:

(213A) SINCE HE ALREADY HAD SEVERAL WARNINGS IN JUST
TWO MONTHS, THEN I DON'T THINK EE'J.L EVER CHANGE
FOR THE BETTER.

Another difficulty students sometimes have with the IF IT
IS TRUE THAT relationship can be illustrated with this seventh
grader's sentence:

(214) *I KNOW MANY PEOPLE AND IF YOU HAD ANY FRIENDS
IN YOUR OLD HOUSE I WILL TRY ETQ] GET YOU NEW
FRIENDS IN YOUR NEW HOUSE.

The IF-clause seems to mean IF IT IS TRUE THAT YOU HAD SOME
FRIENDS IN YOUR OLD NEIGHBORHOOD (assuming that IN YOUR OLD HOUSE
means IN YOUR OLD NEIGHBORHOOD, rather than literally INSIDE YOUR
OLD HOUSE), but the CONSEQUENT EVENT does no* really follow as a
consequence of such a contingency; if, for example, all these
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contingencies were involved, IF YOU HAD ANY FRIENDS IN YOUR OLD
NEIGHBORHOOD AND IF YOU ARE AFRAID THAT YOU WON!T HAVE ANY WHEN
YOU MOVE INTO YOUR NEW NEIGHBORHOOD, the consequences might
include YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORRY BECAUSE I WILL TRY TO GET YOU SOME
NEW FRIENDS IN YOUR NEW NEIGHBORHOOD. Such a set of r2lationships
(CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE and CAUSATION) might be indicated

in a sentence like this:

{214A) I KNOW MANY PEOPLE AND IF (=IF IT IS TRUE THAT)
YOU HAD ANY FRIENDS IN YOUR OLD NEIGHBORHOOD AND
IF (=IF IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT) YOU ARE AFRAID
THAT YOU WON'T HAVE ANY FRIENDS WHEN YOU MOVE
INTO YOUR NEW NEIGHBORHOOD, THEN (=CONSEQUENTLY)
YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORRY BECAUSE I WILL TRY TO
GET YOU SOME NEW FRIENDS IN YOUR NEW NEIGHBORHOOD.

Whatever relationship the student intended, it is clear that his
sentence, (214) above, has failed to represent syntactically
enough of the components to make it interpretable. As his
sentence stands, there is a semantic conflict between the entire
CONTINGENT EVENT clause and what follows, for the clause that
ought to represent the CONSEQUENT EVENT (I WILL TRY TO GET YOU
NEW FRIENDS IN YOUR NEW HOUSE) cannot semantically be the conse-
quence of the IF-clause.

CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationships that result in
supposition hypotactic clauses of the contrary-to-known-fact
Type signal this relationship subset by an IF that seems to mean
IF IT WERE TRUE BUT IT ISN'T, as these student sentences illus-
trate:

(215) 1IF (=IF IT WERE TRUE, BUT IT ISN'T, THAT) I HAD
HIS BUILD, I WOULDN'T HAVE TO BE ASHAMED AT THE
POOL.

(216) AND IF (=IF IT WERE TRUE, BUT IT ISN'T, THAT)
I HAD HIS MELLOW-SOUNDING YOICE IT WOULD ADD
EVEN MORE TO [MY PERSONALITY].

CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationships that result in
hypotacvic clauses of the type supposition regarding the future
made merely for the sake of argument signal this relationship
subset by an IF that seems %o mean IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT THIS
EVENT OCCUR, or IF THIS EVENT WERE TO HAPPEN. This tenth grader's
sentence illustrates the difference between open condition
relationships (signalled by IF IT 1S TRUE THAT) and future Are suUppo-
sition for argument's sake relationships (signalled by IF IT
SHOULD HAPPEN THAT):
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(217) IF (=IF IT IS TRUE THAT) HE WAS CAPABLE ENOUGH
T0 BE ELECTED, [ANQ] IF (=IF IT SHOULD :IAPPEN
THAT) SOMEONE HELPED HIM GET BACK ON THE JOB,
MAYBE HE'D BE GOOD AGAIN.

In other words, under two conuitions--one that might have been
true ir the past or might he true in the present, and one that
might occur in the future--a consequence (HE'D BE GOOD AGAIN)
might materialize. These IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT suppositions
appeared frequently in those students' essays in which they were
requested to choose between several alternative courses of actior
that a high school Student Council might take if it found out
that its elected treasurer were neglecting his duties. Th2
following sentences written by tenth graders illustrate this

IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT relationship:

(218) . . . IF (IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) THEY KEEP HIM
IN OFFICE . . . THEY MAY FALL WAY BEHIND AND
NEVER GET ANYTHING DONE.

(219) FINALLY IF (IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) NEITHER METEOD
WORKS THE COUNCIL SHOULD START PROCEEDINGS TO
REMOVE HIM.

Not all of these future supposition relationships involve
a reference to a single future occurrence; some of them refer to
repetitive occurrences, as illustrated by this eightlh grader's
sentence:

(220) 1IF WE WATCH T.V. WE WATCH TOGETHER; IF WE GO TO
PARTIES WE GO TOGETHER.

The IF in these IF-clauses seems to mean IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN AND
WHENEVER IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT, or as it is occasionally expressed
IF AND WHEN, so that this sentence can be interpreted in this
manner:

(220A) 1IF (=IF AND WHENEVER IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) WE
WATCH T.V. WE WATCH TOGETHER; IF (=IF AND WHEN-
EVER IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) WE GO TO PARTIES
WE GO TOGETHER.

This seventh grader's sentence also illustrates this IF AND WHEN
relationship:

(221) IF (=IF AND WHENEVER IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) WE
EAT LATE WE'VE GOT GOOD REASONS.

Therefore, we can see why a sentence like this seventh grader's
is unacceptadle:
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(222) *WE GO TO PARTIES IF (IF AND WHENEVER IT SHOULD
HAPPEN THAT) WE WERE AS{iD AND OF COURSE IF (I;
AND WHENEVER IT 3HOULD JAPPEN THAT) WE WERE
ALLOWED

because the IF AND WHEN(EVER IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) relationship
cannot be involved with the past EVENTS (WE WERE ASKED, WE WERE
ALLOWED). If the relationship intended by the student was indeed
the IF AND WHEN suppositional one, then its syntactic represen-
tation would be something like this sentence:

(222A) WE GO TO PARTIES IF (AND WHEN) WE ARE ASKED AND
OF COURSE IF (AND WHEN) WE ARE ALLOWED.

One of the difficulties our students had with this future
supposition for argument's sake relationship can be illustrated
with this tenth grader's sentence:

(223) *IF WORD EVER GOT AROUND' THAT CENTRAL HIGH COULD
NOT SOLICIT OFFICERS, VELL, YOU KNOW THE ANSWER.

Since CONTINGENT EVENTS are followed by CONSEQUENT EVENTS, then
the student's lexical choice of ANSWER :;eems inappropriate, since
answers follow questions, not contingencies. If some general
term for CONSEQUENT EVENT had been celected, sentence (223)

would have been something like this:

(223A) IF WORD EVER GOT AROUND THAT CENTRAL HIGH COULD
NOT SOLICIT OFFICERS, WSLL, YOU KNOW THE RESULY
(CONSEQUENCE).

inother type of difficulty we encountered in students' sentences
containing these future supposition relationships was the choice
of modul auxiliery or tense in either the subordinate clause or
the superordinate clause. For example, this tenth grader's
sentence contains the modal of ABILITY (COULD) in the CONSEQUENGE
clause:

(224) *. . . IF SOMEONE JUST IETS THINGS GO FOR A COUPLE
OF MONTHS, AND DOESN''! MAKE AN EFFORT TO TRY,
{HE] couLDN'T HOLD A 0B

which should probably be the nodal of nwossibility (SHOULD},
since the CONTINGENT EVENT clause deal:s with future supposition
and cannol be followed by a consequenc: of real ability. And
in this seventh grader's sentence:

(225) *YOUR MOM FROBABLY WOULDN'T MIND IF YCU GO WITH
Us
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the modal WOULD in the CCNSEQUENCE clause does not agree with the
present tense verb GO in the CONTINGENT EVENT clause, since GJ
demands WILL znd WOULD demands WENT. Either of these sentences

would bring modal of CONSEQUENCE and tense of CONTINGENCY into
agreement:

(225A) YOUR MOM PROBABLY WOULDN'T MIND IF YOU WENT
WITH US.

(225B) YOUR MOM PROBABLY WON'T MIND IF YOU GO WITH US.

Similarly, the sequence of tenses in the CONTINGENCY and CONSE-~
QUENCE clauses of this tenth grader's sentence:

(226) *IF HE STARTED TO DO THINGS, BETTER KEEP HIM
IN OFFICE

is not in agreement, for either STARTED should b: changed to
STARTS or SHOULD START, or the imperative (YOU) BETTER should be
changed to the perfective YOU HAD (YOU'D) BETTER. Also, the
modal in the CONSEQUENCE clause of this twelfth grader's sentence
should be changed to WOULD tec agree with the tense of the CON-
TINGENCY clause:

(227) *. . . IF THE PARENTS WISH TO PERMIT THEIR CHILDREN
TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN THESE ACTIVITIES THEN
THIS WILL MEAN A LOT TO THE TEENAGER.

Whether the IF is the contrary-to-fact suppositional connective
(IF IT WERE TRUE, BUT ISN'T, THAT) or the future suppositional
connective (IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT), the modal of the conse-
quence cannot be the REAL future modal WILL, but must be the
conditional modal WOULD.

Let us turn now to the second major type of CONTINGENT
EVFNT-CONSEQUENCE relaticnships, those that result in the
negative conditional hypotaciic clauses, the combination of
condition and exception whoie typical connective is UNLESS, as
illustrated by these eighth graders' sentences:

(228) AND OF COURSE WE DO HAVE DINNER TOGETHER UNLESS
SOMEONE IS NOT HOME.

(229) 'WE HARDLY EVER ATTEND A PARTY UNLESS IT'S A
FAM1LY PICNIC PARTY.

Although Poutima indicates thit the only other connectives for

the negative conditionals are EXCEPT and WITHOUT (and these purely
dialectal in present-day use of the language), we have found at
least two others, one of which we discussed above in our explor-
ation of the conjunctive relationship of DISJUNCTION--namely,
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OR (ELSE). TFor example, this eighth grader's sentence:

(230) AS A RULE THOUGH, MOST Of THE PEOPLE HAVE TO BE
ON TIME TO EAT OR (=0R ELSE) JT'S . . . NO SUPPER
[FOR THEM]

which is equivalent semantically to this sentence:

(230A) AS A RULE THOUGH, UNLESS MOST OF THE PEOPLE ARE
ON TIME TO EAT, IT'S NO SUPPER FOR THEM.

Similarly, this seventh grader's sentence:

(231) 1 GUESS I HAD BETTER TELL YOU WHO YOU WILL HAVE
FOR WHAT OR ELSE YOU'LL REALLY BE CONFUSED

is equivalent in meaning to this sentence:

(231A) I GUESS THAT UNLESS I TELL YOU WHKO YOU WILL HAVE
FOR WHAT, YOU'LL RFALLY BE CONFUSED.

The other connective that introduces negative conditionels is
ONLY WHEN, when it seems to mean EXCEFT WHEN in a sentence like
this one written by an eighth grader:

(232) ACTUALLY WE DON'T GO TO THAT MANY PARTIES EITHER,
ONLY WHEN (=EXCEPT WHEN) WE ARE INVITED

which seens scmantically eguivalent to this one:

{232A) ACTUALLY WE DON'T GO TO THAT MANY PARTIES, UNLESS
WE ARE (HAVE BEEN) INVITED.

Like other restrictive relationships, CONTINGENT EVENT-
CONSEQUENT ones sometimes result in reduced conditional clauses
of all typees. For example, open condition clauses like the ones
in these students' sentences:

(233) 1IF (1T IS TRUE THAT) YOU ARE, YOU SHOULLN'T BE

(234, 1IF (IT IS TRUE THAT) THEY DIDN'T, I WOULD LIKE
TO KNOW WHERE THEY GOT THEIR INFORMATION

contain reduced for.us of IF-clauses in which the VP is only an
auxiliary pro-verb whose meaning can be recovered from the VP in
the CONSEQUENCE clause (as in sentence (234) where DIDN'T means
something like DIDH'T GET THEIR INFORMATION FROM SOMEONE I KNOW)
or from a YP in some preceding sentence (as in sentence (2233)
where ARE means something like ARE UNHAPPY ABOUT SOHMETHING YOU'RE
COING TO DO). In this sixth grader's sentence, the open condition
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CONTINGENCY clause has been reduced to IF EVER:

(235) HE IS NOT IN THE NEWS VERY MUCH, IF EVER, SO NOT
TOO MANY PEOPLE HAVE EEARD ABOUT HIM

whose meaning can be recovered from the CONSEQUENCE ciause: IF
IT IS TRUE THAT HE IS EVER IN THE NEWS.

Contrary to-fact supwosition clauses can also be reduced,
as this tenth grader's sentence illustrates:

(236) IF (IT WERE TRUE, BUT ISN'T, THAT) HE DIDN'T, HE
WOULDN'T BE PERFECT.

The meaning of the pro-verb DIDN'T has to be recovered from a
preceding sentence, since DIDN'T cannot be a pro-verd for the
adjectival verb PERFECT in the CONSEQUENCE clause; the meaning of
DIDN'T is something like IF IT WERE TRUE, BUT ISN'T, THAT HE
DIDN'T HAVE ANY FAULTS. Future supposition clauses, similarly,
can b2 reduced, as these student sentences illustrate:

(237) 1IF (IT SHOULD KAPPEN THAT) YOU ARE (=IF IT
SHOULD HAPPEN THAT YOU ARE IN MY CLASS AT
SCHOOL), YOU'LL HAVE MR. LEAHY FOR HOME ROOM

(238) FOR THE GIRLS, THERE IS SOFTBALL AND VGLLEYBALL,
1F (IT SHOULD HBAPPEN THAT) YOUR SISTERS ARE
INTERESTED (=IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT YOUR
SISTERS ARE INTERESTED IN SPORTS LIKE SOFTBALL
AND VOLLEYBALL}.

Occasionally, future supposition IF-clauses are reduced to gerun-
dive clauses, like the one in this tenth grader's senteice:

(239) I THINK C IS THE BEST LINE OF ACTION TO TAKE,
CONSIDSRING THE WELFARE OF BOTH BOB AND THE
SCHOOL

where the meaning of CONSIDERING is something like this: IF IT
SHOULD HAPPEN THAT YOU WERE TO CONSIDER . . . . Sometimes
contrary-to-fa.:t supposition clauses are reduced so that there
is uo connective like IF left; for example, this sixth grader's
sentence:

(240) WITH A NICE CROP OF JET-BLACK, CURLY HAIR, I
WOULD LOOK PERFECT IN A PAIR OF SWIMMING TRUNKS

contains the prepositional phrase WITH A NICE CROP . . . that is

equivelent in meaning tn the contrary-to-fact IF-clause IF (IT
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WERE TRUE, BUT ISN'T, THAT) I HA™ A NICE CROP OF JET BLACK HAIi:.
Following the decision we made above concerning reduced relative
clauses that had no verbal remnant left after the reduction has
taken place, we will nct consider auy CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE
reduction like the one in sentence (240) that leaves only a
prepositional phrase after the reduction as an example of reduced
conditional clauses.

The only difficulty we encountered in interpreting students!
reduced conditional clauses can be illustrated by this seventh-
grade student's sentence:

(241) *WE HAVE A CHURCH IN FRONT OF OUR SCHOOL $0 IF (IT
SHOULD HAPPEN THAT) YOU WANTED TO GET A PAPER
ROUTE

in which either the IF-clause CONTINGENCY has lost some vital
information that would enakle us to understand how such a con-
tingency as IF YOU WANTED TO GET A PAPER ROUTE can be related to
a consequence like WE HAVE A CHURCH 1IN FRONT OF OUR SCHOOL, or
the CONSEQUENT EVENT itself has been lost. Since this is the
final sentence of the student's essay, it is entirely possible
that he may have simply stopped writing at this point, with the
CONSEQUENCE clavse never getting onto paper.

Explanation 1 2lationships of causality.--The second of the
CAUSALITY relationships we will examine, EXPLANATION, must be
carefully distinguished from strict CAIISATION, especially so
since both relationships uwtiliuze the connective BECAUSE. EXPLA-
NATION refers to the idea of motivation, reason, or ground for
some ACTION or EVENT, while CAUSAT1ON refers to the idea of
necessary cause-and-effect ACTIONS or EVENTS. Perhars the
arguments which Xruisinga uses to contrast these iwo types of
CAUSALITY can help make the distinction clearer:

(K) I AM SURE OF IT BECAUSE HE TOLD ME.
(L) I AM SURE OF IT, BECAUSE HE TOLD ME. (9, p. 408)

In sentence (K), Kruisings points out that the BECAUSE means
CAUSES, so that the relationship between the two clauses is
something like this: HE TOLD ME CAUSING ME TO BE SURE OF IT.

In sentence (L), however, BECAUSE means FOR THE REASON THAT, so
that the relationship betwveen the two clauses in this sentence
is something like this: THE REASON THAT I AM SURE OF IT IS THAT
HE TOLD ME. Therefore, BECAUSE that means CAUSES SOMETHING TO
HAPPEN results from the strict CAUSATION relationship, whereas
BECAUSE that means THE REASON THAT SOMETHING HAPPENED results
from the looser EXPIANATION relationship.
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Other connectives for this EXPLANATORY relationship include
FOR (<FOR THE REASON THAY), ON ACCCUNT OF, IN THAT, SINCE and AS.
Kruisinga pointe out that a clause

« « « of cause can uring forward a cause that is an
explanation or an action or occurrence in order to
inform the reader of this explanation; but it may
also take the reader's knowledge for granted, and
serve only to remind him of the reason for the action
of the main clause. The most important conjunctions
in -Yauses expressing a reason that is assumed to be
knowi or acknowledged as correct . . . are AS and
SINCE. (9, p. 410)

Students allude to such reasons that are assumed to be known or
they tacitly acknowledge having already given such reasons to the
audience in previous utterances in such sentences as these:

(242) BUT, AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW (=AS I'M SURE YOU
ALREADY KNOW), THERE ARE DIFFERENT PEOPLE IN THE
WORLD, AND THEY ALL HAVE DIFFERENT WAYS AND
THOUGHTS.

(243) THE ONLY WORDS FOR JOE AZZARO ARE: HE'S A GREAT
GUY, LIKE I SAID BEFORE (=AS I HAVE ALREADY
TOLD YOU WHY).

{244) AS YOU SEE (=AS YOU MUST KNOW BECAUSE I'VE GIVEN
YOU SO MANY EXAMPLES), I LOVE THE WATER AND LOVE
TO TALK ABQUT IT.

FOR THE REASON THAT is somewhat infrequent in the sentences
written by students in our project, though we occasionally come
across a se&ntence like this tenth grader's:

(245) 1 DON'T THINK NO. 2 IS A GOOD SUGGESTION FCR THE

RIZASON THAT HE'S BEsSN TOLD ALL YEAR TO BE PROMPT
AND ACCURATE AND HE'S JUST IGNORED THE FACT.

FOR more frequently turns up in reduced EXPLANATION clauses, as
these students' sentences illustrate:

(246} I ATMIFE HIM FOR HIS GREAT BASKETBALL TALENT.

(247) THEREFORE, I AM IN FAVOR OF LONG VACATIONS FOR
HEALTH REASONS.

(248) WILT CHAMBERLAIN IS NOTED FOR PLAYING GOOD
BASKETBALL . . . .
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Only sentence (248) contzins a VP element in its reduction
sufficient for us to consider a gerundive-clause like PLAYI.IG
GOOD BASKETBALL as an example of a reduced EXPLANATORY clause.

As well as FOR as a connective in such reduced EXPLANATORY clauses
as these, we frequently find BECAUSE OF in student sentences like
these:

(249) JERRY LUCAS IS A MAN WHO I WOULD WISH TO BE LIKE,
BECAUSE OF HIS TALENT.

(250) . . . SOME PEOPLE'S MOM AND DAD HAVE TO WORK LATF
BACAUSE OF THEIR JOBS o o o o

(251) HERMAN, WHO I WROTE TO YOU ABOUT, . . . HAS
GONE TO LOUISIANA BECAUSE CF HIS LONELINESS.

Of course, none of these sentences contains any verbal element
in the reduction, and like sentences (246)-(247) would not be
considered either as EXPLANATORY relationships or as restrictive
reductions. ON ACCOUNT OF, like FOR and BECAUSE OF, are infre-
quent in project students® sentences, and like them occurs only
in reduced EXPLANATORY clauses, most of which have no VP element
in the reduction so that they do not figure in the EXPLANATORY
relationship totals or the restrictive reduction totals.

By all odds, the most popular connective uzed by project
studerts to express their EXPLANATORY relationships was BECAUSE
(=FOR THE REASON THAT). When they explained why they selected
a particular plan of action to follow, for example, they produced
sentences like this tenth grader's:

(2,2) I CHOOSE B BECAUSE (=FOR THE REASON THAT) HE
WILL NEVER LEARN THE FUNDAMENTALS OF LIFE IF HE
DOESN'T RUN THROUGH SOME HARD STOPS.

When they explained why they either had or hadn't done something,
they produced sentences like this seventh grader's:

(253) SO FAR ¥I' ARE NOT DOING VERY WELIL BECAUSE WE
HAVE A BAD LINE

or this one:
(2547 I BABYSIT A LOT BECAUSE I LIKE THE MONEY.

when they 2xplained why they liked something or someore, they
produced sentences like these:

(255) YOU WILL ENJOY MOVING HERE BECAUSE THERE ARE
MANY FRIENDS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
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(256) LEROY KELLY IS MY FAVORITE PERSOH BECAUSE HE
INSPIRES ME AND ENCOURAGES ME.

When they explained why they wanted to be like someone else they
admired, they produced sentences like these:

(257) 1 WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE JERRY WEST BrCAUSE HE
CAN DO ALMOST ANYTHING IN THE WORLD OF BASKET-
BALL.

(258) 1 WANT TO BE LIKE BART STARR BECAUSE I WANT TO
BE A GREAT PASSER.

When they explained why someone had the characteristics they
imputed to him, they produced sentences like these:

(259) HE IS ALSO STRONG BECAUSE HE WORKS OUT WITH
WEIGHTS . . . EVERY NIGHT FOR AN HOUR.

(260} HE'S FAMOUS BECAUSE HE SAVED NOTRE DAME FROM
LOSING A GAME.

When they explained why tley thought or believed or knew something
to be true, they produced sentences like these:

{(261) I XNOW HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT LEAVING NEW YORK
BECAUSE I MOVED RECENTLY MYSELF.

(262) 1 THINK YOUR FRIENDS ARE WRONG BECAUSE I KNOW
MY FRIENDS THINK IT IS THE UTMOST IMPORTANT
THING IN THEIR LIVES TODAY.

When they explaincd emotional reactions of their own or others,
they produced sentences like these:

{263) I CAN'T WAIT TILL YOU COME, BECAUSE THEN WE CAN
GO TO SO MANY PLACES TOGETHER.

(264) SO DO NOT WORRY BECAUSE I KNOW YOU WILL LIKE
IT HERE . « « .

When they explained why some course of action was right, wrong,
fair, difficult, casy, worthwhile or useless, they produced
sentences like these:
(265) THIS WILL BE GOOD FOR BOB BECAUSE THE OTHER
STUDENT COULD TEACH HIM TO BE MORE RRSPONSIBLE
BY HELPING HIM CUT.

(266) 1T WOULDN'T BE FAIR TO ANYONE IF THEY KEPT HIM
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IN OFFICE BECAUSE MAYBE SOME OF THE STUDENTS
DIDN'T SEE THIS BLIND SPOT OF [BOB'S] NUT BEING
ABLE TO FULFILL HIS DUTY.

(267) BUT IT WILL BE EASIER FOR YOU BECAUSE I CAN GET
YOU ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THE PEOPLE I KNOW.

(268) FIRST OF ALL, URGING HIM TO BE PROMPT AND
ACCURATFE IN WRITING MINUTES AND KEEPING THE
STUDENT BODY'S ACCOUNTS WOULD BE USELESS BECAUSE
HE'S GOT TO WANT TO DO THESE THINGS TO HELP
HIS SCHOOL OUT . . . .

The difficulties students have with EXPLANATORY PECAUSE-
clauses range from the inappropriate choice of tense or verb for
the VP within the clause to the failure of the content of the
clause to explain the acticn or occurrence in the main clause.
For example, the tense of the auxiliary verb in the BECAUSE-
clause of the seventh grader'!s sentence should have been HAD
rather than HAVE, since the ACTION of the EXPLANATORY clause is
prior to the ACTION of the main clause:

(269) *NOW THAT YOU ARE GONE WE ARE ALWAYS FIGHTING
OVER ONE MAN BECAUSE YOU HAVE MADE THE SIDES
EVEN.

In this next sentence, written by a tenth grader:

(270) *I CHOOSE THE THIRD ONE, EECAUSE IT HAS THE WEL-
FARE OF BOTH BOB AND TEE SCHOOL

either the VP of the BECAUSE-clause should be changed to something
like CONCERNS or TAKES INTO ACCOUNT, or some portion of the
original VP, like HAS AT ITS CORE or HAS AS ITS MAIN CONCERN,

has been omitted in the transcription of the idea to paper. The
objection to be raised with this next sentence, written by a

sixth grader:

(271) *WILT CHAMBERLAIN IS NOTED FOR PLAYING GOOD
BASKETBALL AND ALSO BECAUSE HE IS A VERY TiLL
MAN
concerns the hybrid construction of a reduced EXPLANATORY clause
and a complete one, whereas either of the following sentences
would cast both EXPLANATORY clauses into cne form or the other:

(271A) WILT CHAMBERLAIN IS NOTED FOR PLAYING GOOD
BASKETBALL AND ALSO FOR BEING A VERY TALL MAN.

{(271B) WILT CHAMBERLAIN IS FAMOUS BECAUSE HE IS A GOOD
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BASKETBALL PLAYER AND ALSO BECAUSE HE IS A VERY
TALL MAN.

Placing the EXPLANATORY clause, JUST BECAUSE A PERSON IS POPULAR,
in the slot normally occupied by an NP or a noun-clause in this
sentence:

(272) *JUST BECAUSE A PERSON IS POPULAR DOESN'T MEAN
HE CAN DO A JOB WELL

is a common difficulty of project students in the upper high
school grades. A sentence contzining an exiraposed noun-clause
is more acceptable:

(272A) IT DOESN'T FOLLOW THAT, JUST BECAUSE A PERSON
IS POPULAR, HE CAN DO A JOB WELL.

Some difficulties of interpretation arise when AND and
BECAUSE both appear in the same sentence. For example, in this
eighth grader's sentence:

(273) ?MOST PEOPLE WORK AND DON'T HAVE TIME TO EAT WITH
THEIR CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY COME HOME LATE OR
SOMETHING

because of the coordinated VP's resulting from some CATEGORY
EXPANSION, it is possible :o interpret the BECAUSE-clause as
EXPLANATION for both VP's, when it is more likely that it explains
only the second one, DON'T HAVE TIME TO EAT WITH THEIR CHILDREN.
In a sentence like this sixth grader's:

(274) I LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE Is A GOOD PITCHER AND
BECAUSE HE HAS A GOOD PERSONALITY

there is no problem of interpretation, since the AND quite clearly
coordinates two BECAUSE-clauses, thus making it clear that there
are two REASONS why I LIKE HIM. Similarly, even though the

second BECAUSE is not repeated in this sixth grader's =entence:

(275) I WISH I WAS LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE KNEW HOW TO
EXPRESS HIMSELF, AND HE ALWAYS KNEW WHAT TO SAY

there is no problem to discover that there are two REASON3 why

I WISH I WAS LIKE HIM, for the parallel structure of the NP's
and VP's in the two clauses {(HE XNEW + noun-clause) makes any
other interpretation unlikely. However, in a sentence like this
one by a sixth grader:

(276) ?1 WOULD WANT TO BE . . . LIKE PRESIDENT KENNEDY

BECAUSE HE WAS ALWAYS GENEROUS IN HELPING PEOPLE,
AND I THINK HE WAS A VERY NICE MAN
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it is nov completely clear whether the AND coordinates t:wo REASONS
or whether it coordinates two main clauses (I WOULD WANT TO BE
LIKE PRESIDENT KENNEDY, and I THINK HE WAS A VERY NICE MAN).
Similarly, this sixth grader's sentence:

(277) ?MICKEY CHOSE BASEBALL FOR HIS SPORT BECAUSE HIS
FATHER WAS A GREAT PLAYER IN BASEBALL AND HE
PROBABLY TOLD MICKEY TO PLAY BASEBALL WHEN HE
GREW UP

does not make it clear whether the student thought there were two
REASONS why MICKEY CHOSE BASEBALL or whethar he had two main

ideas in mind (MICKEY CHOSE BASEBALL . . . , and HE PROBABLY

TOLD MICKEY . . .). Sentences (276) and (277) could have heen
made unambiguous by the insertion of a second BECAUSE afier the
coordinating AND if the relationship involved was that of EXPLA-
NATION. Both could alse have been made unambiguous by producing
conjunctive relatives if the relationship involved had been OBJECT
DESCRIPTION/EXPLICATION plus EXPLANATION, as these sentences
illustrate:

{(276A) 1 WOULD WANT TO BE LIKF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, WHO
WAS A VERY NICE MAN I THINK, BECAUSE HE WAS
ALWAYS GENEROUS IN HELPING PEOPLE.

{277A) MICKEY CHOSE BASEBALL FOR HIS SPORT BECAUSE HIS
FATHER, WHO WAS A GREAT PLAYER IN BASEBALL,
PROBABLY TOLD HIM TO PLAY BASEBALL WHEN HE GRUW
UP.

Because of the parallel structure in the clauses following each
of the AND's in this sixth grader's sentence:

(274) 1 WiIsH 1 WERE LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE WAS BRAVE AND
HE KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING AND HE HANDLED ALL
THINGS WITH GREAT KNOWLEDGE

there is no difficulty in interpreting the coordination and the
BECAUSE-signal as three REAL 'NS why the student WISEED E?E] WERE
LIKE HIM. However, the lack of parallel structure and the
semantic content of the clauses following each of the AND's in
this sixth grader's sentence:

(279) ?1 WANT TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE I WANT TO BE A
PLACE-KICKER, HE'S MY COUSIN, AND, WELL, I AM
AWFUL PROUD OF HIM

make it difficuit to tell whetrer the coordination is of three
EXPLANATORY cluuses or one EXPLANATORY clause and two OBJECT
DESCRIPTION clauses. Either of the following sentences would have
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made the semantic relationships syntactically clear:

(2794) I WANT TO BE LIKE HIM FOR THESE REASONS: I
WANT TO BE A PIACE-KICKER; HE'S MY COUSIN; AND,
WELL, I AM AWFUL PROUD OF HIM.

(279R) I WANT TO BE LIKE HIM--HZ IS MY COUSIN AND I'M
AWFULLY PROUD OF HIM--BECAUSE I WANT TO BE A
PLACE-KICKER LIKE HE 1IS.

There are BECAUSE-clauses written by project students that
present problems in interpretation because the EXPLANATORY c¢lauses
are ambiguous, redundant, or non-explanatory. For example, while
there is no difficulty interpreting the BECAUSE-clause in this
eighth grader's sentence:

{280) WE DON'T SPEND MOST OF OUR TIME WATCHING TELE-
VISION, BECAUSE WE HAVE CHORES, HOMEWORK,
FOOTBALL PRACTICE, AND OTHER THINGS TO DO . . .

a similar BECAUSE-clause in this eighth grader's sentence is
ambiguous:

(281) ?IT'S NOT TRUE THAT WE SPEND MOST OF OUR TIME
WATCHING TELEVISION BECAUSE WE HAVE OUR SCHOOL
WORK TO DO . . .

It is not clear whether the clause explains why IT'S NOT TRUE or
why WE DON'T SPEND MOST OF OUR TIME WATCHING TELEVISION. 1In this
next sentence, written by a tenth gradsr, there are two BECAUSE-
clauses, either one of which would be acceptable explanations for
the maln clauze, but which together create difficulties:

(282) *I BELIEVE STEP "AY IS THE BEST POSSIBLE SOLUTION
T0 THIS PROBLEM BECAUSE STEP "B" IS NOT GOOD
BECAUSE HE HAS ALREADY BEEN WARNED NOT TO NEGLECT
HIS DUTIES BUT HAS ANYWAY.

Within the same sentence, one of the BECAUSE-clauses is redundant,
but if both are necessary to express the student's idea, a sentence
like the following might make these EXPLANATORY relationrhips
syntactically clear:

(282A) I BELIEVE STEP "A" IS THE BEST POSSIBLE SOLUTION
TO THIS PROBLEM BECAUSE STEP "B" IS NOT A GOOD
ONE; STEP “B" IS NOT GOOD BECAUSFE Yi HAS ALREADY
BEEN WARNED NOT TO NEGLECT HIS DUTIES BUT HAS
ANYWAY.

There are BECAUSE-clauses that do not explain the main
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clauses they accompany; for example, this sixth grader's sentence:

(283) *I ALSO LIKE THE TEAM KE PLAYS FOR VERY MUCH
BECAUSE HE IS THX MAN WHGC MAKES PRACTICALLY ALL
THE POINTS IN A GAME AGAINST ANOTHER TEAM.

Here the BECAUSE-clause does not explain why I LIKE THE TEAM;
rather, it explains why I LIKE HIM. BECAUSE-clauses following
restrictive relatives do not explain the ACTION of the relative;
instead, they explain the ACTION in the main clause. The student
either does not know this, or he has forgotten thai the NP in

the main clause was THE TEAM, since the relative containing the
person whose ACTION is being explained has intervened. Another
sentence in which the BECAUSE-clause does not explain the ACTION
in the main clause is this seventh grader'!'s sentence:

{(284) *WE CAN CO TO SKATELAND ON FRIDAY BECAUSE I THINK
THEY HAVE DANCES THERE.

It is tiue that a BECAUSE-.clause like BECAUSE THEY HAVE DANCES
THERE would be explanatory of the main ACTION (GOING TO THE
SKATELAND ON FRIDAY), but it is not true that WE CAN GO TO SKATE-
LAND ON FRIDAY for the reason that I THINK SOMETHING. If the
phrase I THINK was meant to reduce the certainty of the statecment
THFEY HAVE DANCES THERE, then it should have followed the sta'e ' nt
that rea’ly explains why WE CAN GO TO SKATELAND CN FRIDAY, -
this sentence:

(284A) WE CAN GO TO SKATELAND ON FRIDAY BECAUSE TH Y
HAVE DANCES THERE, I THINK.

A third sentence containing a BECAUSE-clause that does not ¢ i itauin
the main ACTION of its sentence is this one by an eighth grader:

(285) *I HOPE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND ME BECAUSE WE TOO ~ ., ¢
IT IS IMPORTANT TO EAT MEALS AT A TIME W17H Y(UR
FAMILY.

The ACTION of the main clause is MY HOPING SOMETHING, and it i
not clear how BECAUSE WE TOO THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO EAT HEAI 3
AS A FAMILY explains why I HOPE SOMETHING. Perhaps the stud<- ¢
meant something like this:

(285A) I HOPE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND ME WHEN I SAY T..:T '%
TOO THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO EAT MEALS AS /
FAMILY GROUP.

One final sentence in which a BECAUSE-clause is not explanat:
is this tenth grader's:
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(286) “HE COULD BE CARELESS BECLAUSE HE TS A SENIOR AND
WOULD LBAVE SCHOOL PRETTY SOON.

The COULD auxiliary of the main clause's ACTION suggests that the
EXPLANATORY clause gives the reason why I THINK THAT HE IS CARE-
LESS, in wvhich case, that relationship could have been made
syntactically clear by a sentence like this:

(286A) 1 THINK HE IS CARELESS BECAUSE HE IS A SENIOR
AND WILL BE LEAVING SCHOOL PRETTY SOCN.

In addition to those sentences in which the BECAUSE-clsuse
is clearly non~EXPLANATORY, there are studcnts' sentences from
whi.’. some material has been omitted that would more obviously
contribute to the explanation of the BECAUSE-clause, but wl::h it
is not clear can be omi‘ted from the sentence. For example,K in
this sixth grader's sentence:

(287) ?1 LIKE GORDY BECAUSE HOCKEY IS ONE OF MY FAVORITE
SPORTS

the EXPLANATORY clause does explain why I LIKE GORDY if we know
that GORDY is GORDY HOWE, THE STAR HOCKEY PLAYER FOR THE DETROIT
REDWINGS, which information the student has already given his
audience in previous sentences. In short, since we know that
GORDY is a HOCKEY PLAYER well-known to the student, then we under-
stand why he can like this man BECAUSE HOCKEY IS ONE OF HIS
FAVORITE SPOxTS: I LIKE HOCKEY, AND GORDY HOWE PLAYS HOCKEY

WELL; THFREFORE, I LIKE GORDY. What is not clear to us is whether
such information can be omitted from the EXPLANATORY clause of
sentence (287). Another sentence which raises the same quection
is this one by a seventh grader:

{288) 2?1 DOUBT THAT YOU HAVE HEARD OF IT BECAUSE I
JUST DID.

Once we know that the IT refers to information about the con-
struction of a new school in the student's district, then we
understand why BECAUSE I JUST DID is explanation for his doubtiug
whether the person he is writing to, who does not live in the
student's district, has heard about it. A questionable or:ission
occurs too in this seventh grader's sentence:

(289) ?I KiHOW YOU'RE COMING TO LIVE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
AGAIN BECAUSE I JUST SAW YOUR BROTHER.

Does SEEING YOUR BRO:..ER imply that HE HAS TOLD ME THAT YOU ARE

MOVING BACK TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD? In this seventh grader's
sentence:

175

175



(290) ?I HOPE YOU AREN'[ TOO UNXAPPY ABOUT MOVING BACK
HERE BECAUSE WE ALL MISS YOU

the student and his friends (WE) are ngt UNHAPPY ABOUT YOUR
MOVING BACK HERE and that is not why they ALL MISS YOU. Also,
in this sixth grader's sentence:

(291} 2?1 WISH I WERE LIKE MICKEY MANTLE BECAUSE HE SET
A WORLD SERIES RECORD OF EIGHTEEN HOME RUNS

it is probable that the student WANTS TO SET HOME RUN RECORDS
LIKE MICKEY MANTLE ALRFADY HAS, and this can be inferred from the
rather specific examprle he presents in the BECAUSE-clauze BECAUSE
HE SET A WORLD SERIES RECORD OF EIGHTEEN HOME RUNS. Finally,

it is not clear in this eighth grader's sequence of sentences:

(292) ?EVERYONE PICKS ON HIM AND BEATS HIM UP ALL AT
ONE TIME. IT'S SO FUNNY, BECAUSE HZ GOES HOME
CRYING

whether the IT'S SO FUNNY refers to the PICKING ON HIM AND BEATING
HIM UP or the BOY'S GOING HOME IN TEARS. In sentences like (287)-
(290), the assumned information needed to complete the EXPLANATION
of the BECAUSE-clauses has been provided in previous sentences,
and therefoire the students' BECAUSE-clauses should be accepted

as sufficient EXPLANATION; however, in sentences like (291)-
{292), we feel that tuvo much inferring has to be done by the
readers, and therefore these students' BE"AUSE-clauses should not
be accepted as sufficient EXPLANATION.

Sentences containing FXPLANATORY BECAUSE-clauses are among
those that can Lave cleft-transformutions applied to them,
frequently producing sentences that apptar to contsin restrictive
relative clauses. First, let us illustrate the clefting preccess
on a simple exnression of an EXPLANATION relationship. For
example, this sixth gradei's sentence:

(292) THE PERSON I ATMIRE IS MY FATHER BECAUSE HE 1s
FAIR TO ME AND MY SYSTERS AND DOES NOT HAVE A
BAD TEMPER

is a cleft-transformation of the simpler syntoctic expression of
EXPLANATION:

(292A) 1 ADMIRE MY FATHER BECAUSE HE IS FAIR TO ME AWD
MY SISTERS AND DOES NOT HAVE A BAD TEMPER.

Frequently an EVENT accompanied by an EXPLANATION requires a

rather lengthy sentence in which to record the EVENT itself, so
that a second sentence is used to record the EXPLANATION. 1In
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these cases, a "THING"-cleft is used for the EXPLANATION, i1 which
a sentential pronoun like THIS (THAT, THESE, THOSE) is used to
refer to the THING(S) THAT HAVE OCCURRED, as this eighth grader's
sentence illustrates:

(29%) BUT THAT'S BECAUSE SOMEBODY OLDER IN MY FAMILY
WORKS LATE OR TOOK THE WRONG BUS OR SOMETHING
LIKE THAT.

In these cleft-sentences, the fact that an EXPLANATION is
involved has always been clear from the connective BECAUSE intro-
ducing the EXPIANATORY clause or sentence. Most of the clefts
which derive from FXPLANATORY relationships, however, do not
retain the BECAUSE signal, but introduce some other signal 1like
WHY or THE REASON. For example, this sixth grader's sentence:

(294) WATER SKIING IS MY FAVORITE SPORT, SO THAT IS
WHY I WOULD LIKE TO SKI LIKE HIM

is & cleft-transformation of the simpler syntactic expression of
EXPLANATION:

(294A) I WOYLD LIKE TO SKI LIKE HIM BECAUSE WATER
SKTIING IS MY FAVORITE SPORT

in which the EXPLANATION formerly subordinated into a BECAUSE-
clause becomes the main clause that is apparently restricted by
a REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE..clause intrcduced by SO (=THEREFORE)
and containing an apparent noun-clause introduced by WHY (=THE
REASON WHY). The EXPIANATORY nature of the original BECAUSE-
clause has not been lost in this clefting process, since the
sentential pronoun THAT (referring to the main clause in the
cleft-variant) and the connective WHY clearly spell out what is
EXPLANATORY and what is being EAPLAINED. Similarly, the NP THE
REASON clearly indicates that this seventh grader's sentence:

{295) THOSE (=sl, Sy0 0 0 oy sn) ARE THE REASONS I
WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE STEVE REEVES

is a cleft-transformation of a simpler syntactic expression of
EXPLANATION:

{295A) I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE STEVE REEVES BECAUSE
Syr Sy e o e 1 Se

The NP THE REASONS and thec sentential pronoun THOSE in the
student's sentence (295) clearly indicate that an EXPLANATION
relationcnip produced this seatence.

The rost frequent EXPLANATION-cleft produced by project
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students was the one in which an apparent restrictive relative
and an apparent noun--clause appear, as this sixth grader’'e
sentence illustrates:

(796) THE REASON WHY I'D LIKE TO BE HIM I3 THAT HE IS
RESPECTED A LOT BY GROWNUPS AND I WOULD LIKE TO
BE TOO.

Leaving aside the question of what I WOULD LIKE TC BE TQO is
coordinated with, we want to point out that sentence (296)
derives from a sentence like this:

(296A) 1I'D LIKE TO BE HIM BECAUSE HE IS RESPECTED A LOT
BY GROWNUPS

in which the EXPLANATION relationship is expressed in a BECAUSE-
clause. It is in cleft-sentences like the following that we
found students having difficulties:

(297) *THE REASON I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE GORDY IS
BECAUSE I LOVE THE SPORT OQF HOCKEY.

The clefting process should produce THE REASON (THAT/WHY) Sl IS
THAT SZ‘ in which the Sl contains what is being explained and

32 contains the explanation. Stiudents seem to err by retaining
BECAUSE from the original EXPLANATORY clause construction, instead
of supplying the clefting signal THAT before the EXPLANATION.
Since the EXPLANATION relationship has been expressed as THE REASON
{THAT/WHY), there is no necd for retaining the EXPLANATION signal
BECAUSE. However, the logical pull of THE REASON . . . IS BECAUSE
« « « undoubtedly overrides the structural considerations of the
EXPLANATION-cleft and accounts for {he frequency of THE REASON

« « « 1S BECAUSFE in students' sentences, as these sixth graders’
sentences illuscrate:

(298) *BUT THE REASON WHY I WOULD LIKE TO BE HIM THE
MOST IS BECAUSE I CAN'T CATCH OR THRUW A BASE-
BALL VERY WELL . . . .

(299) *wiY I'D LIKE TO BE HIM IS BECAUSE I WOULD LIKE
TO BE TALL LIKE HIM AND ALSO BE ABLE TO DUNK
THE BALL IN THE HOOP OR NET.

One 1inal sixth grader's sentence illustrates how unclear this
mechanism for EXPLANATION-clefting is:

(200) *THE REASON WHY YANKEE STADIUM IS CALLED "THE
HOUSE THAT RUTH BUILT" MEANS HE ASKED THE YANKEE
MANAGER TO HAVE A NEW STADIUM BUILT SO EVERYBODY
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WOULD REMEMBER BABE'3S GREAT YEARS WITH THE
YANKEES . . .

Instead of some form of the verb BE following the REASON WHY
statement, the student has the verb MEiNS, and tnere is no cleft-
signal (THAT) at all before the EXPLANATION clause itself.

Students sometimes write consecutive sentences {punctuated
or not) with no connective between them, even when the relation-
ship of the second to the first secems clearly to be an EXPLANATORY
one. Here is a set of sentences by a seventh grader that illus-
trates this phenomenon:

(301) 1IF ROXANNE SAYS ANYTHING ABOUT DONALD, IGNORE
HER. SHE'S JUST MAKING IT UP. SHE LIKES TO
TEASE ME A 1OT.

The second sentence seems to explain why YOU SHOULD IGNORE ROXANNE
IF SHE SAYS ANYTHING ABOUT DONALD, and the third sentence seems

to explain the second sentence, SHE JUST MAKES UP SUCH STORIES.
Consider the following pair written by an eighth grader:

(302) THEN THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO DON'T EVEN KAVE TELE-
VISION TO WATCHK. THEY DON'T HAVE ANY MONEY TO
PAY FOR THEM.

The second sentence explains why THE PEOPLE DON'T HAVE TELEVISION
TO WATCH. Similarly, the second sentence of _his pair written by
a sixth grader seems to explain the first:

{303) I WISH I WAS LIKE HIM. HE CAN HIT A BALL INTO
THE BLEACHERS AIMOST ANYTIME.

One final example is this pair written by a seventh grader:

(304) YOU CANNOT KEEP HOUNDING AT A BOY TO DO SOMETHING,
HE'LL JUST KEEP DOING NOTHING.

Even though it is clear to us that the relationship be’ween the
sentence sets above is EXPLANATION, it is not clear that the
students who wrote them perceived the same relationship. As a
result, we cannot consider sentence sets like (301)-(304) as
examples of the EXPLANATION relationship.

Before leavirg EXPLANATION relationships, we want to recall
briefly those sentences we examined before in the section on
conjunctive relatives and the one on restrictive relatives in
which the relative clauses seem to convey an EXPLANATION for the
main clause, as well as the OBJECT RESTRICTION or DESCRIPTION/
EXPLICATION relationships they ordinarily reprcsent. The sentence
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containing the conjunctive relative was this one: MANY -EOPLE
WERE SADDENED BY PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S DEATH, EVEN THE NEGIOES,

WHO HAD HOPES OF HIS TMPROVING THEIR LOT, in which the relative
seems to explain why THE NEGROES WERE PARTICULARLY SADDENED BY
KENNEDY'S DEATH. The sentence containing the restrictive relative
was this one: IT (A $22 GLOGVE) COST A LOT ¥OR A MAN WHO ONLY
EARNED $75 A WEEK, in which the relative seems to explain :hy

822 WAS A LOT OF MONEY TO PAY FOR A BASEBALL GLOVE. We do not
know whether this use of relative clauses is typical of students!
expansions of particular constructions to convey semantic relation-
ships other than the ones generally attriouted to them, nor do we
know whether this extension of semantic relationships signalled

by particular syntactic constructions is part of a general trend
toward more creative use of language.

Purpose releticnships of causality.--The semaniic relation-
ship of PURPOSE can be distinguished from other CAUSALITY
relationships in that it expresses the idea of HUMAN AGENCY WHOSE
INTENTION IT IS (WAS) TO CAUSE SOMETHING (NOT) TO HAPPEN--that is,
PURPNSE relationships are those initiated solely by human beings
and concern themselves entirely with the intent existing prior
to any cause-effect occurrence in the real world of "things" and
Yhappenings." The syntactic connectives that signal PUIPOSIVE
relationships include FOR (=FOR THE PURPOSE OF), SO THAT, IN ORDER
THAT, and TO (=IN ORDER TO).

PURPOSIVE relationships that result in complete hypotactic
clauses are most frequently introduced in student sentences by
the connective SO TIAT, as these sentences illustrate:

(205) GOODBYE FOR NOW, AND WRITE THE DAY BEFORE YOU
LEAVE, SO THAT I CAN BE READY FOR YOU!

(3206) 1 THINK THAT BOB SHOULD HAVE SOMEBODY TO HELP
HIM KEEP UP HIS WORK, SO THAT EVERYTHING WILL
BE ORGANIZED.

Often the connective SO THAT appears as SO, just as one of the
connectives for REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, AND SO, often appears as
SO; it is not usually difficult to determine which relationship
SO is the signal for, since the substitution of SO THAT for SO
indicates that the relationship is PURPOSE and the substitution
of THEREFORE for SO indicates that the relationship is REAL
EVENT-CONSEQUENCE. For example, these seventh graders' sentences
illustrate both types of SO's and the ease of distinguishing cne
from the other by the substitution of the alternative connectives
THEREFORE (REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE)} and SO THAT (PURPOSE):

(307) 1 ALSO KNOW YOJ DO NOT XKNOW WHAT WE DO AROUND
HERE SO {-THEREFORE) I WiLL TELL YOU SO
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(=50 THAT) YOU WILL HAVE FUN LIKE YOU DID ON
YOUR OTHER STREET.

(308} 50 {=THEREFORE) WHEN HE_GOT HOME, MY MOTHER
ASKED HIM TO COME CAMP |ING] WITH US SO (=50
THAT) WE COULD B3E TOGETHER.

Not all SO's are so easy to distinguish, however, as this seventh
grader's sentence illustrates:

(309) ?WE CAN DO OUR HOMEWORK TOGETHER AND YOUR NEW
YARD IS FENCED IN SO (=S50 THAT? or =THEREFORE?)
YOUR DOG CAN RUN ARCUND AND PLAY.

One of the reasons this SO is difficult to interpret is that the
ACTION it restricts is ambiguously stated. YOUR NEW YARD IS
FENCED IN can be interpreted either as the passive transform of
SOMEONE FENCED IN YOUR NEW YARD or as the description of YOUR NEW
YARD with « stative adjective FENCED IN.* If the VP IS FENCED IN
is a passive transform, then the S0 is probably equivalent to

SO THAT, since YARDS CAN BE FENCED IN FOR A PURPOSE--namely,

SO THAT YOUR DOG CAN RUN AROUND AND PLAY. If the VP IS FENCED IN
is purely descriptive @djectival of the OBJECT YARD, S0 is
probably equivaient to THEREFORE, since it would bte a CONSEQUENCE
of the state of tte NEW YARD (its being fenced in) that YOUR DOG
CAN RUN AROUND AND P.AY. It is also difficult to interpret the
SO THAT of this seventh grader's sentence:

(310) ?THE PEOPLE I KNEW GOT ME ACQUAINTED WITH OTHER
PECPLE SO THAT (=IN ORDER THAT? or =THEREFORE?)
I XNEW MANY PEOPLE AND HAD A GREAT TIME.

GOT ME ACQUAINTED WITH is either a passive form of INTRODUCED ME
TO or a stative adjective VP equivalent to MADE ME KNOWN TO. If
30 THAT is equivalent to IN ORDER THAT, a PURPOSIVE connective,
then the VP in the PURPOSE-clause ought to have been a modal like
WOULD KNOW. If SO THAT is egquivalent to THEREFORE, a REAL EVENT-
CONSEQUENCE connective, then the VP in the CONSEQUENCE-clause
would be a past tense VP like KNEW. From the tense of ‘he VP

that is coordinated with KNEW in sentence (310)--HAD--and from the
tense of KNEW itself, it seems more probable that the relationship
involved here is REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE than it is PURPOSE. The
uncertainty lies in the student's choice of connective, SO THAT,
which almost always signals PURPOSIVE relationships, and thus it
bvecomes difficult to determine whether tlie relationship is

*Stative adjectives are adjectival verbs that have lost all
their verbal--i.e.. ACTION--characteristics and function therefore
as pure descriuviive “states" of OBJECTS.
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PURPOSIVE which resulted in an inappropriate choice of tensed VP
(instead of a modalized VP) or whether the relaticnship is REAL
EVENT-CONSEQUENCE with an inappropriate choice of connective.

Another ambiguity of interpretation arises in the phenomenon
we discussed earlier in CATEGORY EXPANSION relationships: the GO
AND DO SOMETHING VP's. Briefly, the ambiguity lies in not
knowing whether these coorudinated VP's actually result from
CATEGORY EXPANSION relationships or whether the AND is an in-
appropriate snbstitute for TO in PURPOSIVE relationships, as
this seventh grader's sentence illustrates:

(311) ?THEN AFTER THAT WE'LL GO AND MEET SOME OF MY
FRIENDS.

It is difficult to tell whether the coordinated VP's in this
sentence are equivalent in meaning to GO IN ORDER TO MEET SOME
OF MY FRIENDS, or whether it is equivalent to MOVE TO ANOTHER
LOCATION WHERE WE CAN DO SOMETHING (GO, MEET SOME OF MY FRIENDS).
There is evidence in this &.ghth grader's gentence:

(312) AFTERWARD THE CHILDREN HELP THEIR MOTHER WITH
THEL DISHES AND THEN GO OUTSIDE TO PLAY (=IN
ORDER TO PLAY)

that GO SOMEWHERE IN ORDER TO DO SOMETHING might be the model for
GO SOMEWHERE AND DO SOMETHING, in which there is a shift toward
replacing the PURPOSIVE TO with AND, in much the same way that
AND screms to be replacing TO in TRY TO DO SOMETHING constructions.
These TRY AND DO SOMETHING and GO SOMEWHERE AND DO SOMETHING
constructions are widely prevalent in speech patterns, even of
adults, but there is still some resistance to accepting them in
writing. Therefore, unable to determine that the relationship
resulting in GO (SOMEWHERE) AND DO SOMETHING VP's is not CATEGORY
EXPANSION, we have considered all examples of coordinated VP's
like the ones in sentence (311) as results of CATEGORY EXPANSION

relatiorships.

Tn  entence (311) above, we referred to the possibility
that GO AND DO SOMETHING VP's might result from PURPNSE relation-
ships in which the AND was an inapypropriate substitute for the
PURPOSIVE connective TO (=IN ORDER TO), but we did not explore
the origin of TO as a PURPOSIVE signal. Since TO alw¢ys precedes
a simple infinitive in these PURPOSIVE relationshin clauses, in
much the same way it precedes the simple infinitive in nominali-
zations resulting from REIFICATION relationships, this con-
struction has often been ceferred to by grammarians as the
"purposive infinitive," of the "infinitival-clause¢ of purpcse, '
We consider such infinitive-clauses as TO VISIT MY AUNT in this
sixth grader's sentence:
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{313) WHEN SCHNOL IS FINISHED WE USUALLY G. "N A
VACATION TO FLORIDA TO VISIT MY AUNT

as reduced PURPOSIVE-clauses that originally contained a modal
auxiliary in their VP's. For example, the infinitive-clause of
sentence (313), TO VISIT MY AUNT, is reduced from IN ORDER THAT
WE CAN VISIT MY AUNT, in which the prepnsition TO signals the
modality of the original VP and replaces THAT in the PURPOSIVE
connective IN ORDER THAT. PURPOSIVE-infinitival-clauses can be
distinguished from REIFICATION infinitive-clauses, since the
PURPOSIVE prepositional infinitive can always be interpreted as
IN ORDER TO VP, while REIFICATION infinit*ives never can. There-
fore, the infinitive-clause TO SEE IF MY FRIEND CAN PLAY is a
PURPOSIVE-infiniti-+e-clause in this sixth grader's sentence:

(314) WHEN I HAVE NO SCHOOL I GO DOWN THE BLOCK TO
(=IN ORDER TO) Skt IF MY FRIEND CAN PLAY

while in this sentence:

{M) I WANT TC (£IN ORLDER TO) SEE IF MY FRIEND CAN
PLAY

the TO is not equivalent to IN ORDER TO. The following student
sentences illustrate PURPOSIVE relationships that result in
reduced infinitival-clauses:

(315) THERS ARE A LOT OF LITTLE STORES WHERE WE CAN GO
T0 {=IN ORDER TO) BUY COKE AND GET CANDY.

(316) AND THEN HE STUDIED TO (=IN ORDER TO) BE PRESI-
DENT . . .+ .

Some reduced PURPOSIVE-clauses originate in clauses whose
connectives are FOR, the FOR meaning FOR THE PURPOSE THAT, as
these student sentences illustrate:

(317) WHILE WE ARE EATING BREAKFAST MY MOTHER MAKES
CUR LUNCHES (IN ORDER) FOR US TO EAT AT SCHOOL.

(318) AFTER WE EAT WE HELP CLEAR UP THE TABLE SO (=S0
THAT) IT WON'T BE LEFT (IN ORDER) FOR ONE PERSON
TO DO.

The FOR-clause before sentence (317) was reduced was probably
something like FOR THE PURPOSE THAT WE SHOULD EAT THEM AT SCHOOL,
and the FOR-clause in (313) was probably reduced from FOR THE
PURPOSE THAT ONE PERSON SHOULD DO THEM. The TO signals the
modal auxiliary of the original complete clause, and the FOR

is retained preceding the persion carrying ocut the ACTION of the
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PURPOSE-clause, since the person ACTING in the PURPOSE-clause is
not identical to the person(s) ACTING in the main clause. 1t

may be that PURPUSIVE-infinitival-clauses in sentences like (313)-
(318) are doubly reduced: the modal is reduced to the preposition
TO and the person ACTING in the PURPOSE-clause is deleted when it
is identical to the person ACTING in the main clause.

In these seventh-grade sentences, the PURPOSIVE relationship is
clear:

(319) 1 KNOW YOU'RE COMING (IN ORDER) TO LIVE IN OUR
NEIGHBORHOCD AGAIN . . .

(32¢) MY COUSIN DONNA KAY HAS COME (IN ORDER) TO LIVE
WIYH US FOR NINE MONTHS (IN ORDER) TO TEACH
SCHOOL . .

since the TO's are equivalent to IN ORDER TO's. However, in this
siuth grader's sentence:

(321) 7HIS MOM WENT TO KISS HIM AND WELL, YOU KNOW . . .

it is not clear whether WENT TO KISS HIM is equivalent to WENT
IN ORDER TO KISS HIM, or to STARTED TO KISS HIM, or to MADE A
MOVEMENT AS IF SHE WERE GOING TO KISS HIM. Since WENT is a VP
that semantically represents some kind of MOTION TOWARDS, and
since PURPOSIVE relationships represent only the intent to carry
out some ACTION without necessarily implying that the ACTION was
fulfilled or completed, we consider a sentence like (371) an
example of a PURPOSIVE relationship.

There are some initial infinitival-clauses that seem more
like intent to announce the next topic. We consider the infini-
tival-clause TO EEGIN in this seventh grader's sentence as an
example of a PURPOSIVE relationship on the performative level of
announcing the next topic:

(3~2) WELL, TO BEGIN, LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE
NEIGHBORS.

It is e .uivalent to IN ORDER FOR ME TO BEGIN THIS ESSAY (NARRAT.VE,
STORY, TALE). Similarly, we consider the infinitival-clause TO
BE HONEST in this eighth grader's sentence:

(3”3) 1 RECEIVED YOUR LETTER; TO BE HONEST, SOME
PARTS ARE TRUE

equivalent to IN ORDER FOR ME TO BE HONEST I MUST SAY THAT, in

which the intention to agree with some statements macde in the
sender's letter is made clear before the specific details are
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mentioned. Although we have tentatively considered su:h an
infinitival-clause as an example of a PURPOSIVE relationship,
it is possible that it is some reduced form of a CONCESSION
relationship, since the meaning of the entire clause after the
semicolon might be something like this: I HONESTLY ADMIT THAT
SOME PARTS OF YOUR LETTER ARE TRUE, ALTHOUGH I WOULD NOT ADMIT
THAT THEY ALL ARE.

In this next sentence, written by a sixth grader, there
seems to be a PURPOSIVE infinitival-clause that either is out of
order or conflicts semantically with the clause it appears to
restrict:

(324) *BUT THE REASON WHY I WOULD LIKE TO BE HIM THE
MOST IS [kHAI} I CAN'T CATCH OR THROW A BASEBALL
VERY WELL NOR CAN I BAT %50 FEET ON A FLY BALL
TO BE AN EXCELLENT BASEBALL PLAYER.

There seems to be no question that the infinitival-clause TO BE
AN EXCELLENT BASEBALL PLAVYER can be interpreted as IN ORDER FOR
ME TO BE AN EXCELLENT BASEBALL PLAYER, but the problem is that
semantically one doesn't speak of NOT EEING ABLE TO DO THINGS

for the purpose of BEING EXCELLENT; one speaks of NOT BEING ABLE
TO DO THINGS resulting in someone's NOI BEING AN EXCELLENT PLAYER.
Perhaps what is intended is a relationship something like this:

IN ORDER FOR ME TO BE AN EXCELLENT BASEBALL PLAYER, I WOULD LIKE
TO BE ABLE TO CATCH OR THROW A BASEBALL VERY WELL AND BE ABLE

TO BAT A FLY BALL 450 FEET, AS HE DOES. The confounding variable
in this formulation of this sentence is the EXPLANATORY relation-
ship evident in the "THE REASON".cleft of THE REASON WiY I WOULD
LIKE TO BE HIM THE MOST IS THAT . . . « The REASCN why the student
wants to be like his sports hero is apparently that his hero can
do sume things that he can't--namely, CATCH AND THROW THE BALL
VERY WELL AND HIT A FLY BALL 450 FEET. Perhaps the PURPOSIVE

and EXPLANATORY relationships might be made syntactically clearer
by a sentence 1ike this:

(324A) BUT THE REASON WHY I WOULD LIKE TO BE KIM THE
MOST IS THAT, IN ORDER TO BE AN EXCELLENT BASE-
BALL PLAYER, I WOULD HAVE TO CATCH OR THROW A
BASEBALL VERY WELL AND BE ABLE TO HIT A FLYBAILL
450 FEET OR MORE, A5 HE DOES

or a sentence like this:

{324B) BUT THE REASON WHY I WOULD LIKE TC BE HIM THE
MOST IS THAT I CAN'T CATCH OR THROW A BASEBALL
VERY WELL, NCR CAN I BAT A FLYBALL 450 FEET-~
ALL OF WHICH ABILITIES I wOULD NEED (IN ORDER) TO
BECOME AN EXCELLENT BASKSALL PLAYER AS HE IS.
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In many tenth-grade essays, there appeared a sentence like
this cne:

{325) ?START PROCEEDINGS TC HAVE HIM REMOVED FROM
OFFICE

in which the infinitival-clause is ambiguous. Is it equivalent
to START TO PROCEED TO HAVE HIM REMOVED FROM OFFICE, or equivalent
to START WHATEVER 1S NECESSARY TO DO IN ORDER TO HAVE HIM REMOVED
FROM OFFICE? If the former, then PROCEEDINGS is some kind of
expanded nominalized form of TO PROCEED, in which a generalized
noun appears at the head of an infinitival noun-clause following
the VP START. If the latter, then PROCEEDINGS is a nominalized
reduction of WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO DO, itself a noun-clause
following the VP START. We take PROCEEDINGS to be more likely
equivalent to START THE PROCESS WHOSE RZSULT WOULD BE . . . ,

and therefore, the expanded nominalization of TO PROCEED to
PROCEEDINGS seems the way tu interpret sentence (325). Sentences
like (325), containing the NP + infinitival(@RCCEEDINGS TO HAVE
HIM REMOVED FROM OFFICE} are considered examples of REIFICATION
infinitival-clauses that have been expanded to general NP plus

an infinitival apposition-clause.

Reductions of PURPOSIVE-clauses sometimes result in prepo-
sitional phrases, like FOR YOUR PLEASURE in this seventh grader's
sentence:

(326) THE SCHOOL I GO TO ALWAYS HAS GROUP ACTIVITIES
FCR YOUR PLEASURE . . .

in which no verbal element is left after the reduction has
occurred. As we noted in previous examples of reduced restrictive
clauses that retain no trace of the original VP element, we will
not consider prepositional prhrases lixe FOR YOUR PLEASURE as
examples of reduced PURPOSIVE-clauses,

Causation relationships of causality.--Distinguishing the
semantic CAUSALITY rclationship of strict CAUSATION from that of
EXPLANATION is almost impossible in student sentences containing
BECAUSE-clauses, for, as Poutsma points out,

« » « the relations of cause, reason, or ground are
not clearly discriminated by ordinary speakers and
writers, and @hereforé] the same conjunctives are
used for all three. (8, p. 680)

All BECAUSE-clauses are taken as examples of the semantic re-
lationship EXPLANATION, for it seemed that student writers were
perhaps even more likely than ordinary speakers and writers not
to make the distinctions between CAUSATION and EXPLANATION.
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There were, however, a few syntactic constructions that
seemed clearly to be results of CAUSATION relationships--uamely,
those relationships that

« « « denote an occurrence or action whose effect on
the person concerned is expressed by the main clause
.« 0 [@herqj the verb of the main clause expresses
a feeling or action that is the result of such a
feeling . . . « (9, p. 411)

These strict CAUSATION relationships result in clauses that
are introduced by THAT, as these students' sentences illustrate:

(327) I AM SO HAPPY 1HAT YOU ARE GOING TO LIVE BY ME

(328) I AM SO HAPPY THAT YOU ARE MOVING BACK TO YOUR
OLD HOUSE

(329) I KNOW YOU WILL BE UNHAPPY THAT YOU ARE MOVING

though just as frequently the THAT is not expressed, as these
students' sentences illustrate:

(330) I AM SO GLAD YOU ARE MOVING INTO MY NEIGHBORHOOD.
(331) I'M GLAD YOU'RE COMING TO OUR SCHOOL, ST. PHILIP.
(332) 1I'M AWFULLY GLAD YOU'RE COMING.

What is clear about these sentences is that the emotional feeling

expressed in the main clauses (HAPPY, GLAD) is caused by the

EVENT expressed in the subordinate clause. For example, sentence

(3°7) is certainly equivalent in meaning to this:

{(3278) BECAUSE YOU ARE GOING TO LIVE BESIDE ME, I
AM SO HAPPY.

CAUSATION relationships also result in reduced CAUSAL-
clauses, in which the CAUSAT1ON signal is the preposition ABOUT
and the VP has been reduced to a gerundive-clause, as these
students' sentences illustrate:

(333) 1 HOPZ YOU'RE NUT TOO SAD ABOUT MOVING.
(334) DOH'T BE TOO UNHAPPY ABOUT MOVING,

Also among the reductions of CAUSAL-clauses are infinitival-
clauses, such as appear in these student sentences:
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(435) I AM GLAD TO HEAR THAT YOU WILL BE MOVING BACK
TO HOLLY ROAD.

(336) . . . THE CROWD WAS ROARING TO SEE THE GREAT
GORDY HOWE SCORE A GOAL.*

There seems to be a small subset of strict CAUSATION re-
lationships tbat result from the relationship INSTRUMENT OF
ACTIONS/EVENTS, the relationship in which the focus of the
CAUSATION idea is upon the EVENT or ACTION that is instrumental
in causing another EVENT or ACTION to occur. For example, this
sixth grader's sentence can illustrate the syntactic result of an
INSTRUMENTAL CAUSATION relationship:

(337) HE WAS IN WORLD WAR II AS A PT BOAT COMMANDER
AND WHEN HIS BOAT WAS CUT IN HALF BY A JAP
DESTROYER, HE SAVED HIS CREW'S LIVES BY SAFELY
LEADING THEM TO AN ISLAND.

The INSTRUMENTAL EVENT that CAUSES the EVENT HE SAVED HIS CREW'S
LIVES is the EVENT HE LED THEM SAFELY TO AN ISLAND. The syntactic
representation of this INSTRUMENTAL EVENT is BY SAFELY LEADING
THEM TO AN ISLAND, in which the preposition BY, meaning BY 'IEANS
OF, introduces ihe reduction of the complete INSTRUMENTAL-clause
to a gerundive-clause SAFELY LEADING THEM TO AN ISLAND. As far
as we can tell, this reduced INSTRUMENTAL-clause--the gerundive-
clause--introduced by BY is the syntactic form this relationship
always restlts in, as these students' sentences illustrate:

(338) I GET A LOT OF MONEY BY BABY-SITTING THEM.

(3539) BY REMOVING SOMEONE FFOM OFFICE YOU MIGHT HURT
HIS OR HER FEELINGS AND REPUTATION, BUT YOU CAN'T
HAVE ONE PERSON . . . RUNNING EVERYTHING . . . .

(340) . . . THE OTHER STUDENTS COULD TEACL HIM TO BE
MORE RESPONSIBLE BY HELPING HIM OUT.

The only difficulty we have discovered in students' use of
these reduced INSTRUMENTAL-clauses can be illustrated by this
tenth grader's sevrtence:

*It is not clear why the infinitive is a reduction form for
this relationship, cince the prepositional irnfinitive TO + V
generally signals that the ACTION of the infinitive clause is
either future-oriented or at least a contingent ACTION. However,
the ACTIONS of the V2 in these infinitival-clauses arc quite
clearly past ACTION (1 HEARD, THEY SAW).
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(341) *THE SCHOOL WILL ALSO PROGRESS BY GETTII'G THE WORK
DONE.

From the content of the student's essay, it is clear that he

means that the work is to be done by BOB, not THE SCHOOL; however,
the effect of the gerundive-clause GETTING THE WORK DONE is to
impute the WORK'S GETTING DONE to THE SCHOOL. In gerundive-
clauses like these, the ACTOR of the INSTRUMENTAL-clause can be
deleted in the reduction process only if it is identical with the
ACTOR of the main clause. Therefore, the reduction of the
INSTRUMENTAL-clause in sentence (341) should have retained the
ACTOR, since it was not identical with the ACTOR of the main
clause, as this sentence illustrates:

(341A) THE SCHOOL WILL ALSO PROGRESS BY BOB'S (HIS)
GETTING THE WORK DONE.

Occasionally, gerundive-clauses are introduced by WITH,
instead of BY:

(342) I THINK THAT IF HE, BOB, WAS THREATENED WITH
LOSING HIS JOB HE WOULD PROEABLY BUCKLE DOWN
AND DO SOME WORK . . . .

This probably happens in sentences which are passive-transforms,
like (342), in which the BY meaning BY MEANS OF is converted to
WITH to preven:t conflicting with the BY-phrase introducing the
ACTOR of the EVENT. This is especially true in sentences like
{342) when the passive BY-phrase identifying the ACTOR of the
original sentence has been deleted. LOSING HIS JOB is not the
ACTOR; it is the INSTRUMENTAL CAUSE by which someone has
threatened BOB in order to get him to do his work. If the WITH-
gerundive-clause is clear enough in sentence (342), it is not

so clear in this sixth grader's sentence:

(342) ?ATTAS IS A MAN MADE OUT OF STEEL; WITH THE SWING
OF HIS HAND HE CAN SMASH A SOLID BRICK INTO
FRAGMENTS.

In this sentence the WITH-clause is ambiguous, since the WITH

can be interpreted both as BY MEANS OF and as IN THIS MANNER. In
short, we cannot determine whether WITH THE SWING OF HIS HAND
resulted from an INSTRUMENTAL CAUSATION relationship or a MANNER
OF ACTIONS/EVENTS relationship, since HIS SWINGING HIS HAND can
tell us either HOW lie did it, or BY WHAT MEANS he caused it.

Real event-consequence relationships of causality.--The
semantic CAUSALITY relaticnship of REAL EVENT~-JONSEQUENCE differs
from the relationship of CAUSATION in at least three ways: (1)
CONSEQUENCES are not the necessary and inevitable results that
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EFFECTS proiuced by CAUSES are; (2) CONSEQUENCES are the ultimate
results of some REAL EVENTS that trigger other intermediary chains
of EVENTS before the CONSEQUENCE is arrived at; and (3) CONSE-
QUENCES are often conclusions and inferences that result from a
complex series of deductive arguments arising from the initial
REAL EVENT that itself may be cognitive or affective rather than
purely physical. The syntactic connectives that result from

these REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationships are of two types: (1)
coordinative, like AND SO, AND THU3, THEREFORE, and CONSEQUENTLY;
and (2) hypotactic, like SINCE . . . THEN and NOW THAT . . . THEN.

The REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationships involving results
that do not inevitably and invariably follow from the jnitial
occurrence can be illustrated by this seventh grader's sentence:

(544) MY MOM'S CALLING ME TO EAT NOW SO (-=THEREFORE)
I MUST GO

in which the REAL EVENT (MY MOM'S CALLING ME TO EAT NO¥) is not
one that would invariably lead to the CONSEQUENCE (I MUST GO)
everytime it occursj; it does so on this occasion, and this is

what differentiates CAUSATION relationships from CONSEQUENCE ones:
CONSEQUENCE relationships are more or less unique for particular
circumstances and cannot he generalized into CAUSE-AND-EFFECT
situations. For example, this seventh grader's sentence:

(345) WHEN WE GOT TO THE GAS STATION THEY DID_NOT HAVE
ANY PATCHES SO (=THEREFORE) ON HOME [WE] WALKED

contains a particular, unique set of EVENTS: the REAL EVENT

leads to the CONSEQUENCE only on this one occasion and does not
guarantee that it ever would again. This type of CONSEQUENCE
relationship, furthermore, cxpresses no necessary cause-and-effect
between the EVENT-clause and the CONSEQUENT-clause--i.e., any
number of other results may have occurred after the initial REAL
EVENT; for example, in this seventh grader's sentence:

(346) THE LAST TIME WE PLAYED A BOY GOT HIT IN THE HEAD
WITH A BAT SO (=THEREFORE) BRING A HELMET IF YOU
HAVE ONE . + .

there are any number of other CONSEQUENCES the student might have
come up with: THEREFORE, STAY HOME; or THEREFORE, DON'T PLAY
BASEBALL WITH US WHEN YOU COME HERE; or THEREFORE, WE DON'T

PLAY BASEBALL VERY MUCH ANY MORE. Likewise, the CONSEQUENCE in
this seventh grader's sentence:

(+%7) I KNOW YOU'RE NOT CATHOLIC SO (=THEREI'ORE) IT
WILL BE KIND OF HARI TO GO TO CHURCH TOGETHER
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is only one of many that might have resulted from the cognitive
REAL EVENT (I KNOW YOU'RE NOT CATHOLIC).

The type of REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship involving
a chain of intermediate EVENTS before the ultimate result is
arrived at can be illustrated by this seventh grader's sentence:

(348) MY MOTHER HAS BRIDGE EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT SO
(=THEREFORE) MAYBE YOU COULD SPEND THE NIGHT
WITH ME AND WE COULD STAY UP REAL LATE.

Several intermediate EVENTS must transpire before the CONSEQUENCE
of sentence (348) could be realized: (1) MY PARENTS MUST GIVE ME
PERMISSION TO HAVE YOU AS AN OVERNIGET GUEST ON WEEKENDS, (2)
YOUR PARENTS MUST ALLOW YOU TO SPEND THE NIGHT AT MY PLACE, (3)
MY PARENTS (OR MY MOTHER AT LEAST) MUST ALLOW ME TO HAVE AN
OVERNICHT GUEST ON AN EVENING THAT SHE'S GOING TO BE OUT LATE.
Similarly, before the CONSEQUENCE can be realized in this

seventh grader's sentence:

(349) YOU'LL PROBABLY BE GOING TO HILLTONIA JUNIOR
HIGH SCHOOL SO (=THEREFORE) YOU CAN HANG AROUND
ROXANNE

several cther EVENTS must first occur: (1) YOU WILL MEET PEQPLE
WHEN YOU ATTEND HILLTONIA HIGH SCHOOL, (2) AMONG THESE PEOPLE
WILL BE ROXANNE, (3) ROXANNE WILL LIKE YOU, (4) YOU WILL LIKE
ROXANNE, (5) ROXANNE WILL LIKE HAVING YOU IN HER COMPANY, (6)

YOU WILL WANT TO BE WITH ROXANNE. Varying numbers of intermediate
EVENTS can intervene between REAL EVENTS and their ultimate
CONSEQUENCES in this type of relationship; only one other EVENT
seems to mediate between the EVENT and CONSEQUENCE of this sixth
grader's sentence:

(350) WATER SKITNG IS MY FAVORITE SPORT, SO (-THERE-
FORE) THAI IS WHY I WOULD LIKE TO SKI LIKE HIM

and that is some EVENT 1like HE WATER-SKIS EXTREMELY WELL.

The third type of REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship, the
oae involving conclusions and inferences that follow from a seriec
of deductive arguments arising from the initial REAL EVENT, can
be illustrated with this sentence, which closes the essay of an
eleventh grader:

(3251) AND SO (=THEREFORE)} THROUGH LOGICAL EXPLANATIONS
I REASON THAT AT THE AGE OF 15/ OR 16 THE

TEENAGER IS AND SHOULD BE TREATED AS A YOUNG
ADULT.
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The LOGICAL EXPLANATIONS refer to the arguments the student has
put forth in the rest of his essay, and he arrives at a conclusion
as 2o result of these arguments; this conclusion is presented as

a logical CONSEQUENCE of a long series of cognitive EVENTS and

is introduced by the CONSEQUENCE connective AND SO (=THEREFORE).
Similarly, this sixth grader's sentence:

{352) THEREFORE (=CONSEQUENTLY), I AM IN FAVOR OF LONG
VACATIONS FOR HEALTH REASONS

is a conclusion (CONSEQUENCE) that is drawn by the student after
enumerating in previous sentences a number of HEALTH REASONS.
Another expression used by students in their summary statement

at the end of their essays is illustrated in this eighth grader's
sentence:

(353) SO YOU SEE, EDOUARD, YOUR FRIEND WASN'T ALL
RIGHT ABOUT FAMILY LIFE AND LOVE HERE 1N AMERICA

in which the connective SO :'eaning THEREFORE or CONSEQUENTLY is
followed immediately by YOU SEE meaning YOU CAN SEE FROM ALL THESE
POINTS I'VE BEEN MAKING. Sometimes the conclusion statement in
these REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationships contains some measure
of reassurance for the intended reader, as these seventh graders'
sentences illustrate:

{354) S0 (=THEREFORE) DO NOT WORRY BECAUSE I KNOW YOU
WILL LIKE IT HERE, AND I'LL BET YOU [WILL) HAVE
AT LEAST ONE FRIEND BY THE END OF THE WEEK.

(355) SO (=THEREFORE) I'M SURE THAT YOU'LL HAVE A LOT
OF FUN OUT HERE, AND IF [?O@] PLAY YOUR CARDS
RIGHT YOU SHOULD GET MORE FRIENDS OUT HERE.

The student sentences we have examined do not contain many
instances of their inappropriate use of the REAL EVENT-CONSE-
QUENCE connectives (AND) SO or (AND) THEREFORE. However, this
seventh grader's sentence illustrates the conflict between the
signal for this relationship and the semantic content of the
appareni CONSEQUENCE-claise:

(356) *I HAVE A LOT OF NICE FRIENDS THAT I WOULDN'T
WANT TO LEAVE, SO I'M SURE YOU'LL MAKE PLENTY
OF FRIENDS, NO MATTER WHAT CIASS YOU GET IN [?O]

for it is not clear how the student's having A LOT OF NICE FRIENDS
THAT HE WOULDN'T WANT TO LEAVE can have as its CONSEQUENCE the
assurance he makes for his reader THAT YOU'LL MAKE PLENTY OF
FRIENDS, NO MATTER WHAT CLASS YOU GET INTO., Perhaps the reclation-
ship involved here is EXPLANATION, raither than CONSEQUENCE; if so,
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it would be syntactically clear in a sentence 1like this one:

(356A) I'M SURE YOU'LL MAKE PLENTY OF FRIENDS, NO
MATTER WHAT CLASS YOU GET INTO, BECAUSE (=FOR
THE REASON THAT) I HAVE MADE A LOT OF NICE
FRIENDS HERE THAT 1 WOULDN'T WANT TO LEAVE.

There are some student sentences in which the connective SO
is ambiguous, because we cannot determine whether the SO is
equivalent to THEREFORE or whether it is equivalent to SO THAT or
IN ORDER THAT. We recall the sentence previously examined (YOUR
NEW YARD IS FENCED IN SO YOUR DOG CAN RUN AROUND AND PLAY) in
our discussion of PURPOSIVE relationships, in which it was not
possible to determine whether the relationship is PURPOSIVE or
REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE since FENCED IN is either passive ACTION
(in which case, the relationship seems PURPOSIVE) or stative
adjectival (in which case, the relationship seems CONSEQUENTIVE).
There is a similar problem of interpretation in this seventh
grader's sentence:

(357) ?THERE ARE MANY THINGS TO DO SO (?=THEREFORE, or
?=IN CRDER THAT) YOU WILL ALWAYS BE DOING
SOMETHING

because it is not clear whether the SO-clause belongs to the
reduced infinitival-clause {(TO DO) or whether it is a CONSEQUENCE
restriction on the NP MANY THINGS TO DO. It is not clear from
which of the following sentences the student's sentence actually
derives:

(357A) THKERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT YOU CAN DO SO THAT (IN
ORDER THAT) YOU WILL ALWAYS BE DOING SOMETHING.

(357B) YOU CAN DO MANY THINGS, AND SO (-THEREFORE)
YOU WILL ALWAYS BE DOING SOMETHING.

Another kind of ambiguity arises in this student's sentence:

(358) ?0UR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME BUT
SOME PEOPLE'S MOM AND DAD HAVE TO WORK LATE
BECAUSE OF THEIR JOBS; IN THAT CASE MY SISTER
FIXES THAT MEAL.

IN THAT CASE usually signals a CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE
relationship when it is followed by a CONSEQUENCE-clause con-
taining a modal auxiliary; for example, IN THAT CASE, YOU SHOULD
NOT GO THERE ALONE is equivalent to IF THAT CASE (SITUATION)
SHOULD PREVAIL, THEN YOU SHOULD NOT GO THERE ALONE. 1In sentence
(358), the eighth grader has followed his connective IN TH/T CASE
with a tensed VP: MY SISTER FIXES THAT MEAL, suggesting a
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CONSEQUENCE following from some REAL EVENT. The EVENT preceding
the semicolon, however, is a REAL EVENT that could not heve MY
SISTER FIXES THAT MEAL as its CONSEQUENCE: SOME VPEOPLE'S MOM AND
DAD HAVE TO WORK LATE BECAUSE OF THEIR JOBS is not necessarily a
reference to OUR FAMILY, but instcad seems to refer to SOME OTHER
PEOPLE'S FAMILY since it is presented in an OPPOSITION/CONTRAST
relationship to OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME.
Furthermore, it is not clear which meal THAT MEAL in the CONSE-
QUENCE-clause refers to since no particular meal is mentioned in
either CONTRAST/OPPOSITION REAL EVENT that would account for the
definite determiner THAT in THAT MEAL. If the relationship
intended in the CONTRAST/OPPOSITION clauses had been something
like this:

(358A) OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME BUT
SOMETIMES MY MOM AND DAD HAVE 70 WORK LATE
BECAUSE OF THEIR JOBS . . .

then the CONSEQUENCE presented in sentence (358) would seem to
logically follow, as in this sentence:

(358B) OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME BUT
SOMETIMES MY MOM AND DAD HAVE TO WORK LATE
BECAUSE OF THEIR JOBS; IN THAT CASE, MY SISTER
FIXES THOSE MEALS.

So far, we have been examining students' use of the coordi-
native connectives in their REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE sentences, and
they have been by far more common than the hypotactic connectives
SINCE . . . THEN and NOW THAT . . . THEN. This seventh gradzr's
sentence illustrates the use of NOW THAT . . . THEN:

(359) NOW THAT YOU ARE GONE WE AR?} ALWAYS FIGHTING
OVER ONE MAN BECAUSE YOU [HADJ] MADE THE SIDES
EVEN
which is equivalent to this sentence containing the coordinative
connective SO {=THEREFORE):

(359A) YOU ARE GONE, AND SO (=TIIEREFORE) WE ARE ALWAYS
FIGHTING OVER ONE MAN BECAUSE YOU HAD MADE THE
SIDES SVEN.

This tenth grader's sentence illustrates the use of SINCE . . .
THEN as the connective for a REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship:

(360) . . . AND SINCE THERE IS NO ACCURATE ACCOUNTING
IT COULD BE EASY FOR ANY LOAFER TO po {(=TO
EMBEZZLE MONEY FROM THE TREASURY)
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which is equivalent to this one with the coordinative connective
SO (=THEREFORE):

(360A) . . . THERE IS NO ACCURATE ACCOUNTING, AND SO
(=THEREFORE) IT COULD BE FASY FOR ANY LOAFER
TO DO.

Because SINCE . . . THEN often appears as a REAL EVENT-
CONSEQUENCE connective &s just SINCE, and because SINCE is some-
times equivalent to BECAUSE in EXPLANATORY relationships, each
occurrence of SINUE musi be tested, just as each appearance of
SO must be, to see ivhich of the two possible relationships it
signals. In these student sentences:

(361) . . . IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR BOB TO QUIT SINCE
HE'D RATHER BE POPULAR THAN TO BE TREASURER

(362) SINCE HE HAD BEEN GIVEN WARNINGS HIS WAYS SHOULD
HAVE CHANGED

(363) SINCE BOB IS A SENIOR I THINK HAVING ANOTHER
STUDENT HELP HIM IS BETTER THAN KICKING HIM OUT

SINCE seems to be equivalent to BECAUSE (=FOR THE REASON THAT),
rather than equivalent to THEREFORE. One test of which relation-
ship is involved might be the "THING"-cleft version that sentences
containing SINCE transform into, for if the relationship is
EXPLANATION, the "THING" becomes the 'REASON,'" while if the
relationship is REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, the "THING'" becomes the
"CONSEQUENCE" or the "RESULT.'" For example, the "THING"-cleft

of sentence {361) above would become:

(361A) THE REASON THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR BOB TO
QUIT 1S THAT HE'D RATHER BE POPULAR THAN TO BE
TREASURER . . .

but not:

(361B) *THE CONSEQUENCE OF BOB'S PREFERRING TO BE POPULAR
RATHER THAN TREASURER IS THAT IT wOULD BE
BETTER FOR BOB TO QUIT.

Similarly, sentences (362) and (363) convert into “REASON'-
clefts, not "CONSEQUENCE"-clefts:

(362A) THE REASON THAT HIS WAYS SHOULD HAVE CHANGED IS
THAT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN WARNINGS.

(362A) THE REASON THAT 1 THINK HAVING ANOTHER STUDENT
HELP HIM IS BETTER THAN KICKING HIM OUT 1S THAT
BOB IS A SENIOR.
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There are sentences, however, in which SINCE seems to
convert into both "THING".clefts; for example, this seventl.
grader's sentence:

(364) SINCE IT IS SO NEAR TO US IT ONLY TAKES US ABOUT
FIVE MINUTES TO GET THERE

converts into an acceptable "REASON".cleft:

(364A) THE REASON THAT IT ONLY TAKES US ABOUT FIVE
MINUTES TO GET THERE IS THAT IT IS SO NEAR
TO US

or an acceptable "CONSEQUENCE"-cleft:

(364B) THE CONSEQUENCE OF ITS BEING SO NEAR TO US IS
THAT IT ONLY TAKES US ABOUT FIVE MINUTES TO GET
THERE.

When we apply the WTHINGY.cleft to sentence (360) above, we find
that our earlier analysis of the interpretation of SINCE is only
half-true, because while this sentence converts into an acceptable
"CONSEQUENCE"-cleft:

(260B) THE CONSEQUENCE OF THERE BEING NO ACCURATE
ACCOUNTING IS THAT IT COULD BE EASY FOR ANY
LOAFER TO EMBEZZLE MONEY FROM THE TREASURY . . .

it also converts into an acceptable "REASON"-cleft:

(360C) THE REASON THAT IT COULD BE EASY FOR ANY LOAFER
TO EMBEZZLE MONEY FROM THE TREASURY IS THAT
THERE IS NO ACCURATE ACCOUNTING.

SINCE in sentences like (360) and (364) is ambiguous, for without
an accompanying THEN, it can indicate either of thesec relation-
ships: EXPLANATION or REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE.

Reduced REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCES result in sentences like
this one:

(365) HE TOLD ME TO LEAVE THE ROOM, SO I DID

in which the VP of the CONSEQUENCE-clause is the pro-verb DID,
reduced from LEFT THE ROOM. In the hypotactic reductions, the
REAL EVENT-clause often hrs its VP converted into a8 gerundive,
so that a sentence like:

{N) SINCE HE IS CAREFREE, HE COULD BE EMBEZZLING
FROM THE TREASURY
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can be reduced to:

(0) BEING CAREFREE, HE COULD BE EMBEZZLING FROM
THE TREASURY

as this sentence by a tenth grader illustrates:

(266) 1 WOULD THROW BOB DEVON OUT OF OFFICE, BECAUSE
BEING CAREFREE, HE COULD BE EMBEZZLING FROM THE
TREASURY, AND SINCE THERE IS NO ACCURATE
ACCOUNTING IT COULD BE EASY [FOé] ANY LOAFEER
TO DO.

As noted in the discussion of CATEGORY EXPANSICON, students
often coordinate ACTIONS or EVENTS even when it seems more likely
that the relationship between them is REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE.

For example, this sixth grader's sentence:

(367) *HIS MOM WENT TO KISS HIM AND WELL, YOU KNOW
seems equivalent to this:

(376A) HIS MOM WENT TO KISS HIM AND WELL, YOU XNOW THE
RESULT (THE CONSEQUENCE): HE WOULDN'T LET HER
KISS HIM.

There seems tc be no CATEGORY EVENT that we can discover that
would account for these two EVENTS being coordinated as if they
resulted from a CATEGORY EXPANSION; therefore, we consider this
coordination inappropriate. Similarly, a sentence like this one
written by another sixth grader:

(368) *LAST YEAR CARL FIT 4 [HOMERUNS] AND TIED HARMON
KILLEBREW FOR THE MOST [HITS IN ONE SEASON]

contains a VP coordination that seems to have resultec from a
REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship, rather than CATEGORY FX-
PANSION, for sentence (368) seems to be equivalent to this one:

(368A) LAST YEAR CARL HIT 44 HOMERUNS AND THUS (=THERE-
FORE, S50, CONSEQUENTLY) TIED HARMON KILLEBREW
FOR THE MOST HITS IN CNE SEASON.

In addition to using inappropriate connectives like AND in
REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, stuldents also set sentences down para-
tactically, when the relationship appears clearly to be one of
REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, as in this pair of sentences by a seventh
grader:

(269) WE BUILT A NEW BEDROOM ONTO OUR HOUSE. NOW I
DON'T HAVE TO SHARE MY ROOM WITH ANYBODY . . .
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The first sentence is the REAL EVENT and the second is the
CONSEQUENCE, a relation which could be equivalently represented
in this way:

(369A) NOW THAT WE BUILT A NEW 3EDRCOM ONTO OUR HOUSE,
I DON'T HAVE TO SHARE MY ROOM WITH ANYBODY . . . .

The first sentence of this pair, written by another seventh
grader:

(370) FIRST TIME WE RAIDED IT HE CAME OUT WITH HIS
OLD SHOTGUN WITH SALT IN IT

is followed by this second sentence: WORDS AND SALT WERE RAVERY-
WHERE. The relationship between these two sentences seems
unmistakably REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, and seems eguivzlent to
this one:

(370A) FIRST TIME WE RAIDED IT HE CAME OUT WITH HIS OLD
SHOTGUN WITH SALT IN IT, AND SO WORDS AND SALT
WERE EVERYWHERE.

Here the precise semantic relationship is made syntactically
clear. The first sentence of this paratactic pair:

(371) GORDY IS THIRTY-FOUR OR -FIVE, HE WILL PROBABLY
RETIRE FROM HOCKEY IN A FEW MORE YEARS . . .

seems to lead clearly to the CONSEQUENCE of the second sentence.
In analyzing sentences like (370) and (371} we could only consider
them inappropriate paratactic sentences (i.e., "run-on" sentencee)
in which no semantic relationship was made clear by the students
writing then.

There is a special subset of REAL EVENT-CONSEQUENCE re-
lationships that denote the DEGREE OF INTENSITY OF ACTIONS/
EVENTS that are responsible for producing CONSEQUENCE EVENTS.
These DEGREE OF INTENSITY-CONSEQUENCE relationships result in
syntactic representations lite the one in this seventh grader's
sentence:

(372) WHFN YOU GET HERE WR!'LL KEEP YOU SO BUSY YNU
WON'T HAVE TIME TO MISS YOUR OLD HOME

in which the DEGREE OF INTENSITY is expressed as SO BUSY and its
CONSEQUENCE is (THAT) YOU WON'T HAVE TIME TO MISS YOUR OLD HOME.
The verbal adjective has been intensified in the following
student sentences, some of whose CONSEQUENCES are introduced by
THAT and others whose CONSEQUENCES immediately follow the in-
tensified verbal adjective:
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(373) THE SCHOCL WHERE YOU AND I GO HAS A REAL NI1CE
PLAYGROUND AND IT'S SO CLOSE THAT WE PLAY THERE
LOTS OF THE TIME.

(374} HE IS_SC NICE THAT IF SOMEBODY DOES NOT LIKE
HIM [HE] MUST NOT BE A HAPPY PERSON . . . .

(475) HE IS SO FAT FROM SATING ALL THE CANDY {THAT) HE
CANNOT PLAY ALL THE SPORTS WE PLAY VERY EASILY.

SO is not the only signai for DEGREE «F INTENSITY; SUCH and SO
MUCH are also INTENSITY-signals, as these student sentences
illustrate:

(376) ALSO YOU CAN'T JUST SIT IT OUT, BECAUSE YOUR
SCHOOL WILL BE IN SUCH A MESS THE FOLLOWING YEAR
(''HAT) THE NEW PEOPLE WON'T KNOW WHERE TO START.

(377) . . . HE WOULDN'T DO ANYTHING BECAUSE HE'S
BEEN PUSHED SO MUCH FROM OTHER SOURCES THAT HE
DOESN'T FEEL LIKE DOING IT.

Another signal for DEGREE OF INTENSITY is ENOUGH followed by
a reduced CONSEQUENCE-clause, as these student sentences illus-
trate:

(378) WHEN THE TEENAGER IS ABLE TO BUY AND SHARE IN
THE COST OF LIQUOR LEGALLY, THEN HE IS OLD
ENOUGH TO BE AN ADULT.

(3792 .« . . IN MANY STATES THEY WILL NOT LET YOU VOTE
UNTIL Y0U ARE 21 . . . BECAUSE THEY THINK THAT
YOU ARE NOT MATURE ENOUGH TO ACCEPT THE RESPONSI-
BILITY OF VOTING.

(280) . . . IT JUST SHOWS THAT YOU WERE LUCKY ENOUGH
TO MAKE IT THROUGH TWELVE YrARS OF SCHOOLING.

In these sentences, the reduction of the CONSEQUENCE-clause from
its complete form results in infinitival-clauses, since the
complete clavse contains a modal auxiliary; for example, (378)
corntains the infinitival-clause TO BE AN ADULT, undoubtedly reduced
from THAT HE SHOULD BE AN ADULT, while (379) contains the in-
finitival reduction of THAT YOU COULD MAKE IT THROUGH TWELVE YEARS
OF SCHOOLING. Some CONSEQUENCE-clauses are deleted entirely,
leaving only the INTENSITY-signaller ENOUGH to express the
relationship, as these student sentences illustrate:

(381) I HOPE I HAVE ANSWERED YOUR QUESTION WELL ENOUGH
(TO SATISFY YOUR CURIOSITY).
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(58°) HIS SKIN IS A DEEL COPPERY COLOR, WHICH WOULD
MAKE THE OTHER BOYS ENVIOUS, AND, WHEN I GET
[ OLD ENOUGH (TO HAVE SKIM THAT SAME COLOK), TUE
‘ GIRLS SWOON.

f (484) I THINK TEENAGERS SHOULD BE TREATED LIKE ADULTS
' WHEN THEY THINK THEY ARE MATURE ENOUGH (TO BE
CONSIDERED ADULTS) « . . .

i There is still another DEGREE OF INTENSITY signal: TOO

) followed by a reduced CONSEQUENCE-clause of the complete infini-
. tival-clause variety, FOR IP TO VP, as these student sentences

I illustrate:

(384) . . . TAKING A SHOT TOO HARD AND FAST FOR THE
¢ GOALIE TO STOP.

(784)  WHEN HE SKATES DOWN 'TiHE 1CE AND TAKSS A HARD
- SHOT 0N GOAL AND IS 'TOO FAST FOR THE GOALTE OR
1 GOALTENDER TO STOF, IT'S A THRILL WHEN THE KED
LIGHT FLASHES AND THE CROWD STANDS AND ROARJ
1TS APPLAUSE.

[N

The infinitival-clause results from the reduction of a CONSEQUENCE-
clause containing a modal auxiliary, but with an ACTOR differcnt
from the ACTOR of the DEGREE OF INTENSITY-clause, thus accounting
for the FOR NP preceding the prepositional infinitive TO VP.
Sentence (38%)'s CONSEQUENCE-clause, before reduction to FOR THE

1 GOALIE TO STOP, was undoubtedly something like THAT THE GOALIE

i CANNOT STOP IT, while (385)'s CONSEQUENCE-clause has been reduced

to FOR THE GOALIE . . . TO STOP from THAT THE GOALIE CANNOT STOP
HIM.

[

Yo am &

The difficulties that students have in producing DEGREE OF
INTENSITY-CONSEQUENCE sentences arise from ambiguitic:: in inter-
preting the intensifier SO. For example, thia asixth pgrader':
sentence:

(786) ?PANYWAY T CANNOT GET A BASEBIT IN A REAL GAME
RECAUSE THE BALL GOES 50 FAST AND I CAN'T SEi IT

contains the intensificd ACTION, SO ¥AST, but instead of o CONSE-
QUENCE-clause, we find an apparent coordination of EXPLANATIONS.
It is possible that the student has two REASONS hy he CANNOT GET
A BASEHIT IN A REAL GAME: (1) THE BALL GOES VERY FAST, and (/')

I CAN'T SEE THE BALL. It is more likely though that the claune

I CAN'T SEE THE BALL is a CONSEQUENCE of the speed of the ball,
and that theve is only onc REASON: a DEGREES OF INTENSITY-
CONSEQUENCE relationship, as made syntactically clear by thias
cantence:
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(28640 ANYWAY [ CANNOT GET A DASENIT IN A KiEAL GAME
BECAUSE THE BALL GOES SO FAST THAT 1 CANT'T LM
IT.

The selection of VERY instead of 80 for inteunsified ACTIONS that
do not have CONSEQUENCES would reduce the ambiguities of centencoen
like (386) above, and this one by a tenth grader:

(387) ?IF THFE CLUB GOT SO UNORGANIZED THE STUDENT
COUNCIL MIGHT CONSIDER DROPPING THE WIOLE CLUB.

The CONSEQUENCE-clause THE STUDENT COUNCIL MIGHT CONS1DER DROPPING
THE WHOLE CLUB is ambiguous: it might have been the result of
the entire CONTINAENT EVENT (IF THE CLUB GOT VERY UNORGANIZED),
or it might have resuited from the INTENSIFIED ACTION (SO UNORGA-
NIZED). 1If it does result from INTENSIFIED ACTION, then the
CONSEQUENCE of the CONTINGENT EVENT-clausec has been deleted or

at least unrecorded; therefore, it is more likely thal the
relationship DEGREE OF INTENSITY-CONSEGUENCE is not involved in
sentence (387), and thus the selection »f the intensifier VERY
would huave made it syntoctically clear that only CONTINGENT
EVENT-CONSEQUENCE was involved. Finally, this eipghth gradert's
sentence contains a triple ambiguity:

(%8R) ?HERE I!i AMERICA IT'S NOT SO IMPORTANT THAT WE
ARE ALL TOGETHER; IT'S JUST KNOWING THAT WE ALL
CARE.

1f the IT is A genuine pronoun--if its antecedent exiats in a
prior sentence--then perhaps the relationship signalled by 80
IMPORTANT THAT is DEGREE OF INTENSITY-CONSEQUENCE. 1If the 1T is
a "dummy! rronoun--signalling the extraposition of a noun-clause
to the terminal position of the sentence--then the relationship
is REBIFICATION, and sentence (388) is equivalent to this one:

(7288A) THAT WE ARE ALL TOGETHER 15 NOT VERY IMPORTANT
HERE TN AMERICA; JUST KNOWING THAT WE ALL CARR
IS (IMPORTANT).

If, in uddition to the REIFICATION relationship above, there in
a1s0 a COMPARISON relationship of inequality, then sentence (268)
it enuivalent to thic sentence:

{388B) THAT WE ARE ALL TOGETHER IS NOT £0 IMPORTANT
HERE 1IN AMERICA AS IT IS IN EUROPE; JUST KNOWLNG
THAT WE ALL CARE IS WHAT I3 IMPORTANT HERE I
AMERICA.

In the sentences preceding this one in the student's enuany, thero
is no apparent antecedent for the 1T, thus making it l1ikely that
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Il i the extraposition sipnal.  Either of the last two inter-
pretations in still poascible, for the focun: of Lhe enasny i upan
A comparison of family life in America with fumily Life in &orope,

The only other difficulty we encountcred with student
sentences containing DEGREE OF INTENSITY relationships con be
illustrated by this seventh grader's sentence:

{489) *IT'S CLOSE ENOUGH TO W&lK

in which the preposition TO following WALK has been omitted,
Since the IT refers to "A LOT OF LITTLE STORES'" in the preceding
sentence, we know that sentence (289) is equivalent to tris one:

(3394) A LOT OF LITTLE STORES ARE CLOSE ENOUGH THAT YOU
CAI' WALK TC THEM.

We congider the omission of the preposition TO after WALK «
transcription omission on the student's part, and not a faulty
reduction of the CONSEQUENCE-clause in a DEGREE OF [NTENSTTY-
CONSEQUENCE rclationship.

Goncesuion relationships of causality.-=The final semantin
rejationship of CAUSALITY that we wiil examine i CONCESSION, in
which the ideu being expressed is something like this:  come mVEHT
will occur even in tlLe prescence of some CAUSE{S) that might
prevent its occurrence or make its occurrence highly unlikely or
improbable. CONCESSION relationships result in clauses of three
types, according to Kruisinga: (1) admitted concession; ()

open _concession, usually with the mention of two alternatives
(called by Poutsma disjunctive concession, or alternative
hynothesis ( 8)); and (3) rejected concession (g), We originally
considered CONCESSION relationships to result in both coordi-
native connectives (BUT, AND YET, HOWEVER, THOUGH) and hypotactic
connectives (ALTHOUGH, EVEN THOUGH, THOUGH, EVEN IF, EVEN WHEN,

HO MATTER WHAT, WHETHER). A careful examination of sentences
containing those coordinative connectiver, capecially BHT, con-
vinced us that in no way did they dif(er from one of the threc
types of the conjunctive relationship CONTRAST/OPPOSITION--namely,
arrestive adversative conjunction., When we look at the defi-
nition Poutsma has priven lor arrestive adversatives, 'the sercond
idea is the opposite of the consecquence or conclunion nzpected
from Lhe first" (8, p. 990), we sec the relationship it one

of CAUSALITY and should be conaidered restrictive rather than
conjunctive. Therefore we have decideld to consider relationship:.
cignalled by the adversetive connectives BUT (when it means
HHOWEVER), HOWEVER, YET, ST1LL, and THOUGH (when it means HOWEVER)
as examples of CONCESSION relationships, rather than CONTRAST/
OFPPOSITION ones. Therefore, sentences (88)-(91) above will b2
considered as examnles of CONCESSION, not CONTRAST/OPPOSITION.
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For convenience' nake, we repeat those sentence:r here:

(88) HE IS VERY TALL BUT (:=HOWEVER) NOT CLUMSY IFOR
SI1ZE.

(89} SANDY 1S NOT TOO GOOD OF 4 BATIER BUT ( [IOWRVER)
I STILL LIKE HIM.

(90)  OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAMIE TIME BUT
(-l!OWEVER) SOME PEOPLE'S MOM AND DAD HAVE TO WORK
LATZ . . . .

(91) IT 1S TRUE THAT IN AMERICA Wk WATCI TELEVISION
AND GO TO PARTIES, BUT (-HOWEVER) WE STILL HAVE
TIME TO BE . . . TOGETHER.

The type of CONCESSION relationship that sentences like
(88)-(91) represent is most likely the third type mentioned by
Kruisinga: the rejected concegsion, sinec2 the second clause in
these sentences rejects the consequence or conclunion expeatnd
from the first clause by offering an opposing consequer e or
conclusion. For example, in this tenth grader's sentence:

(+97) BOB HAS PROMISED TIME AfTER TIMZ THAT IE WOULD
DO UIS WORK BUT (-=HOWEVER) HE HASN'T REEN DOING
IT

the CONSEQUENCE we oxpect after the first main elausie 10 that

HE HAS DONE HIS WORK; thi: is rejected and it oppouite HE HASH'T
BESN DOING IT clearly establishes the rejection of the ezpected
CONSEQUENCE. Sentence (390) in cquivalent in meaning te one
containing the hypotactic connective EVEN TIOUGH:

(490A) EVEN THOUGH BOB HAS PROMISED TIME AFPER TIME
THAT HE WOULD DO IS WORK, HE HASN'T BEEN DOING
IT.

Similarly, this tenth grader's sentence:

(791) BY REMOVING SOMEONE FROM OFFICE YOU MInu®T HURT
HIS OR U'ER FEELINGS AND REPUTATION, BUT :liOW-
EVER) YOU CAN'T HAVE ONE PERSON . . . RUNNING
EVERYTHING

is cquivalent in menning to this one:
(5914) EVEN THOUGH YOU MIGHT HURT SOMEONE'S FEELINGS
AND REPUTATION BY REMOVING HIM {OR HER) I'ROY

OFFICE, YOU CAN'T HAVE ONE PERSON . . . RUNNING
EVERYTHING FOR THE WHOLE STUDRENT BODY.

203

203



Il secws clear enouph Trom these examples that Lhe adveroative
connec*ives (BUT, IOWEVER, YET, STILL, THOUGH) are the para-
tactic (coordinative) signals for CONCESSION relationships of
the rejected concession type.

Since Kruisinga has included those concession clauses in
which the speakar has expressed improbability rather than re-
jection under the rubric rejected concession {(9), we find that
these students' sentences illustrate the hypotactic connective:,
ass CONCESSION signals:

(590 . . . WHENEVER HE SEES SOMEONK IN TROUBLE, KBVEN
IF 1T 15 A LITTLE THING, 1115 WILL HELD !ylmj OuT,

(594)  HE MANAGES TO KEBP HIS SPIRIG ol WVEH WHET 11
IS5 BEHIND.

In these sentences we find the improbability ol the CONCRELSION
being represented in the connectives preceded hy BVBN (EVEN I,
EVEN WHEN, EVEN BEFORE}., Another of these improbability CON-
CESSION cornectives is NO MATTER WHAT {WHEN, HOW, WHERE, . . .),
as these students' sentences illustrate:

(394%) . . . SO I'M SURE YOU'LL MAKE PLENTY OF FRIENDS,
WO MATTER WHAT CLASS YOU GET IN [TO].

(395) BUT IF HE WOULD NOT WORK, NO MATTER HOW MUCH
PERSUASION OR COAXING THEY TRIED, THEY SHOULD
START PROCEEDINGS TO REMOVE HIM FROM OFFICE

Admitled concession clauses deal with the CONCESSION re-
lationszhip in which the speaker admits the truth of seme prior
condition that mipght seem to preclude the conisequence or conclunion
he's about to come to, an thene studentsn' sentences i1lusntrato:

(59G)  EVEN THOUGH (1T MIGHT UE PRUK THAT) A TREENAGER I
SELF-SUPPORTED AND DOESN'T NEED TO ALK WIS
PARENTS FOR MONEY, (IT 1S NEVERTHELESYS TRUE TIAT)
HE STILL NEEDS HIS PARENTS FOR A HOME TO LIVE 1IN
AND A BED TO SLEEP iN.

(3372 THERE 15 ALSO A TENNIS COURT IN WESTGATE PAKK
WHERE WE HAVE A LOT OF FUN, RVEN THOUGH (IT IS
TRUE THAT) NONE OF US KNOWS HOW 10 PI.AY VERY
WELL.

{(729%) OUR FAMILY GOES MANY PLACES TOGETHER, ALTHUUGH
(1T IS TRUE THAT) I SOMETIMES DON'T GO SOM& OF
THE PLACES MY FAMILY GOBES BECAUSE T IIAVE TO GO
TO A FCOTRALL GAME.

s
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(799)  DESPITE (TOE FACT THAT 1T I35 TRUK THAT) SEVERAL
WARNINGS NHAVE BEEN GIVEN T0O HIM FROM THE STUDENT
COUNCIL, HEBE HAS STI1LL NEGLECTED THE RESFONSI-
BILITIES OF IS JOB.

The open concession relationshins that we have found in
sludent isentences arc of the alternative concession variety, on
this tenth grader's sentence illustrates:

(400) 1 THINK ASKING ANOTHER STUDENT TO HELP H1M WITH
HIS DUTIES MIGHT HELP, BUT (=ON THE OTHER HAND)
IT MIGHT NOT; IT JUST DEPENDS ON WHETHER BOB
REALLY WANTS THIS JOB OR NOT.

The alternatives of the CONCESSION relationship indicated by the
VY JUST DEPENDS ON are introduced by the connective WHETHER und
are frequently concluded with the DISJUNCTIVE connective ORj; the
second alternative, when it is the opposite of the firnt, is
generally reduced to the simple NoGATION word NOT. We like
Poutsma's term for this type of CGNCESSION relationship: dis-
Junctive concession, since it indicates quite clearly that there
are two semantic relationships in WHETHER . . , OR NOT clausc::
DISJUNCTION and CONCESSION. Therefore, we will use thio tern,
disjunctive conc¢ession, for what Kruisinga calls open _conceasion,
since the only difference we can see in the examples he quotrn:

(P) THOUGH HE MAY HAVE SPOKEN THE TRUTH Y CAN HARDIY
THINK 1T PROBABLE

(3) WHETHER OR NOT WE AGREE WITH ALL HE SAY3, THE
REASONABLENESS AND FORCE OF HIS ARGUMENT MUST
BE ADMITTED (9, p. 417)

is whether the opposite alternative is implicit, as it iu in (P),
or explicit, as it is in (Q).

The difficulties that students have witk CONCESSION re-
lationships invariably has occurred with the coordinative con-
nective BUT, meaning; HOWEVER, the signal for the rejected con-
cession type of CONCESSTON relationships. Instead of BUT
(-HOWEVER), students somctimes uce AND, the coordinating connentive
signalling CATEGORY EXPAMNSION; for example, in this seventh
grader's sentence:

(401) *I HEAR ‘THAT YOU ARE MOVING AND YOU DON'T WANT
TO MOVE BECAUSE YOU LIKE WHERE YOU ARE NOV

the coordinating AND scems to suggest that | HEARD two thing::
(1) THAT YOU ARE MOVING, and () THAT YOU DON'T WANT TO MOVE
BECAUSE YOU L1XE WHERE YOU ARE NOW. 'The negativencss of YOU
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DON'T WANT TO MOVE . . . seems to place it ir opposition to YOU
ARE MOVING, and is therefore the opposite of the consequence or
conclucion we are led to cxpect from the firnt idea YOU ARE MOVING.
This rejecten concension relationship would have been nyntacti-
cally clearer in sentences like these:

(hO1A) 1 HEARD THAT YOU ARK MOVING BUT DON'T WANT PO
BECAUSE YO! LIKE IT WHERE YOU ARK NOW.

(401B) 1 HEARD THAT YOU ARE MOVING AND THAT YOU DON'T,
HOWEVER, WANT TO BECAUSE YOU LIKE IT WHERE YOU
ARE NOW.

In addition to using inappropriate connectives to signal
rejected concession relationships, students cometimes use rejected
concession connectives when the content of their sentences reveals
that some other relationship is probably involved. For example,
consider this tenth grader's pair of sentence:s.

{(40.2) SINCE BOB IS A SENIOR I THINK HAVING ANOTHER
STUDENT HELP HIM IS BETTER THAN KICKING HIM
OUT. *BUT THE OTHER S5TUDENT SHOULD NOT DO ALL
THE WORK BUT JUST GIVE ROB A LITTLE PUSH ONGE
IN A WHILE.

The gecond sentence seems to present the oppouife of what we are
led to expect from the first, but it scems te us more likely that
the second sentence explaing what was meant by HELP HIM in the
first sentence. This EXPLANATION relationship could have been
made cyntactically clear by this sentence:

{(400A) SINGE BOB IS A SENIOR I THINK HAVING ANOTHER
STUDENT HELP HIM IS BETTER THAN KICKING HIM
OUT. WHAT I MEAN BY HELP IS THAT THE OTHER
STUDENT SHOULD NOT DO ALL THE WORK BUT JUST GIVE
BOB A LITTLE PUSH ONCE IN A WHILE.

In this fifth grader's sentence:

{40%) *JOHN, THE OLDEST, JUST CAME HOME FROM VIGTNAM,
BUT NOW HE IS STATIONED AT CHERRY POINT, NORTIH
CAROLINA

the content of the two main claugses and the preaence of NOW
suggest that the relationship between thern is TEMPORAL SEQUBNCE,
rather than rejected conceusion as signalled by BUT. If the
relationship iz TEMPORAL beUENCb, then it could have been nyn-
tactically clear in a sentence like thiu:
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{(hosA)  JOHN, THE CLDEST, JUST CAME HOME FROM VIETNAM,
AND NOW HE IS STATIONED AT CHERRY POINT, NORTH
CAROLINA.

[, on the other hand, the relationship intended was rejected
concession, then perhaps what opposed the firast idea of JOHN,
THE OLDEST, JUST CAME HOME FROM VIETNAM was some idea like HE
ISN'T HOME NOW, iun which case HE IS NOW STATIONED TN CHERRY
FCINT, NORTH CAROLIWA explain: why, as this sentence would make
syntactically clear:

(L0513)  JOHN, THE OLDEST, JUST CAME HOME FROM VIETNAM,
THOUGH HE ISN'T HOME NOW BECAUSE HE 15 STATIONED
LN CHERRY POINT, NORTH CAROLINA.

In this neventh grader’s sentence:

(hO4) *MY OLDER BROTHER CHUCK WILL GO THERE THIS YRAR
BUT MARY WiILL GO THERE THE YEAR AFTER THAT

the content of the two main clauses and the time phrases THIS
YEAR in the tirst and THE YEAR AFTER THAT suggest that the
relationship is TEMPORAL SEQUENCE, rather than the rejected
concession signalled by BUT. The following sentence would make
the TEMPORAL SEQUENCE relationship syntactically clear:

(4oka) MY OLDER BROTHER CHUCK WILL GO THERE TIIIS YEAR
AND THE YEAR AFTER THAT MARY WILL GO THERE.

Ambiguity of interpretation can arise in a sentence like
this seventh prader's:

(b0t ) ?I THINK SFE'S PRETTY GOOD, buUT WHEN SHE GETS
MAD YOU'D BETTER WATCH OUT.

It cannot be determined whether the relationship signalled by

the conne:tive BUT is rejecled concession or CONTRAST/OPPOSITION--
i.e., whether BUT is equivalent to HOWEVER or ON THE OTHER HAND.
Since the SHE refers to the student's teacher, whether BUT is
equivalent to HOWEVER or ON THE OTHER HAND depends upon whether
the student means by GOOD the teacher's disposition or her
teaching skill. If he means that her disposition is pleasant,
then BUT is probubly equivalent to ON THE OTHER HAND, forming a
contrast to her generally pleasant behavior WKEN SHE GET3 MAD.

If, however, he means that her teaching skill is excellent, then
BUT is probably equivalent to HOWEVER, forming an opposite
consequence or conclusion to what we've been led to expect from
being told she's PRETTY GOOD. There is probably no way to

resolve this ambiguity without consulting the student as our
resource, making him awarce of the ambiguity he has unintentionally
created for us as readers.
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Semantic relationships of quality.--Semantic relationships
that dezl with the quality of experiences scem to be of two types:
{1) MANNER, and () COMPARISON. MAINFER relationships cxpress the
ZUALITY OF ACTIONS/EVENTS: what they are like or anlike, or what
they are supposed to be like or unlike. COUMPARISON rclationship:
e¢xpres:; proporcionn) relatioanaships that evist between OBJECTS,
ACTIONS, or EVENTS: the r~quality or inequality of likercns or
unlikenes,., real or supposcd. In addition, COMPARISON and MANNER
relationships exint together on occasion, as when the MANNER
relationships between ACTIONS/EVENTS are COMPARED with ecach other
in ::ome proportion.

Manrer relutionships ol quality.--MANNER relationships
describe HOW or IN WHAY WAY various ACTIONS or EVENTE onccur; the
most frequent syntactic signals for these QUALITY OF ACTIONS/
EVENTS rclationships are AS and LIKE, as these eighth grade

sentences 1llustrate:

(h06) A FEW WEEKS AGO W INVITED THE WHOLE FAMILY TO
A COOKOUT; WE ALL ENJOYED OURSHLVES AS A HAPPY
FAMILY SHOULD.

(i0y?)  INSTEAD OF WATCHING DELRVISION LIKE THEY 54 WE
DO. WE USJUALLY READ B™OKS TOGEHER.

(403)  SOME DAYS WE'RE ALL OFF WORK, AND WE HAVE FUN
TOGZTHER AND STAY TOGETHER LIKIS A FAMILY SHOULL.

Reduced MANNER-clause: seem to be the rule, rath:r than the
exception, in the syntactic representation of MANNER relationship,
as they will also be in the syntactic representation of COMPARISON
relationships. This prevalence of reduced QUALITY-clauses over
complete ones makes QUALITY relationships .both MANNER and
COMPARISON) unique ameng restriction relationships. In sentences
(406)-(408) akove, the reductions take the form of pro-verbs

foir the original VP's of the MANNER-clauses, as SHOULD is a pro-
VP for SHOULD ENJOY THEMSELVES in (406), DO is a pro-VP for

WATCH{ TELEVI.ION in (407), and SHOULD is a pro-VP for SHOULD STAY
TOGETHER ir (408),

Although LIKE has been considered an inappropriate sub-
stitute for AS (and perhaps stild) is by prescriptive grammarian:.),
we have chosen to consider them semantically synonymous in ihe
senteinces written by our project students, ac ucntences (h0Y)
and (408) above illustrate. 1In ~entence:r like this, by a sisvth-
+rade student, LIKE is nearly always the MANNER conneative:

(409) I WOULD LIKE TO DE ABLE TO PASS LIKE HIM AND
KNOW ALL OF THY PLAYS AND WHEN TO USE THEM . . .

AN 4N 2T Wmaetw eeleesr
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and the MANNER-clause is nearly always reduced to an apparent
prepositional phrase which is equivalent in meaninp to AS HE DORSG,
where the pro-verb DO taxkes the plucr of the repetition of the
main clause YI', as these student sentences illustrate:

(h10n) T WOULD LIKE THE ABILITY TO SKI LIKE HIM (-AS
HE DOES). -

(411) . . . BUT MOST OF ALL, BE ABLE TO SERVE MY
COUNTRY LIKE HE DID (-AS HE SERVED IT).

(41.)) THEN ON CHRISTMAS EVE WE CAN TAKE A HIKE ON THE
FROZEN ICE JUST LIKE WE USED TO (-JUST AS WE
USED TO DO).

These MANNER-clauses that are reduced to apparent prepo-
sitional phrases must not be confused with genuine MANNER prepo-
sitional rhrases that are not reductions at all; these genuine
MANNER-phrases nearly always use AS as their connective and are
equivalent in meaning to A3 A UNIT (GROUP), as opposed to AS AN
INDIVIDUAL, &z~ these student sentences iliustirate.

(414) HE WORKS AS A TEAM (=AS A UNIT) WITH HIS BROTHER
DICK.

(4Yh)  WE HAVE A SAMILY CONVERSATION AND WE ACT AS A
FAMILY (-AS A UNIT).

The difficulty that students seem to have with these LIKE
HIM (or LIKE HE DTID) MANNER-:lause reductionc is in the choice of
determiner before NP's in those VP's they are describing the
QUALITY of. For example, in this sixth grader's sentence:

(%15) *IF 1 SHOULD EVER BE ABLE TO COMPETE IN THE
OLYMPICS, T WOULD LIKE TO EARN THE GOLD MEDALS
LIKE HE DID

the presence of the definite determiner THE before GOT.D MEDALS
makes a MANNER relationship impessible, for no »ne but Jean-
Claude Killy (the NP-referent of HE in the MANNZR-clause) can
win the specific GOLD MEDALS that THE GOLD MEDALS has to mean.
If the student mcant to describe the MANNER in which he himself
would like to win something (LIKE HE WON), then he should have
referred to the NP as a generic NP--either A GOLD MEDAL or GOLD
MEDALS--25 this :sientence makes syntactically clear:

(h1ivA) IF 1 SHOULD EVER BE ABLE TO COMPETE IN THE
OLYMPICS, I WOULD LIKE TO KARN GOLD MEDALS LIKE
HE DID.
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HNowever, if the student had Lo mind Lhat he wianted to win those
cpecific pold medals that Jean-Clavde Killy uad already won, then
a RESTRICTED OBJECT relationship is ealled for, as thin centrence
makes syntactically «lear:

{(h1o8) IF 1 SHOULD EVER BE ABLE TO COMPETE IN THE
OLYMPICS, 1 WOULD LIKE TO EARN Tiils GOLD MEDALS
THAT Hs DID.

The choice of the determiner in the MANNER-cla'se vreduction in
this sixth grader's seutcnce:

(#16) *JFAN CLAULE BARNED FIS MEDALS LIKE A TRUE
CHAMPION THAT HE WAS . .

creates a similar interpretation problem, feor without the re-
strictive relntive clause THAT HE WAS, this sentence would be
interpreted as containing n MANNER reldtlon ship:

(416A) JEAN CLAUDE EAMNED HIS MEDALS LIKE A TRUE
CHAMPION (:AS A TRUE CHAMPICN DOES).

With the res%rictive relutive, however, A TRUE CHAMPION cannot be
interpreted as a generic NP that can be uscd to descrioe the
QUALITY of the experiencce JEAN CLAUDE EARNED HIS MEDALS (HOW, IN
WJAT WAY). It becomes a non-generic NP eguivalent in meaning to
JEAN CLAUDFE, which makes the sentence pointlessly redundant: JEAN
CLAUDE rmA&IIED HIS MEDALS LIKE JEAN CLAUDE DOES--telling us abso-
lutely nothing about the MANNER in which he earns his medals that
we don't already know, Eittar the restrictive relative must be
deleted, or the relative converted into a COEJIrCthC relative
which merely further describes or explicates the OBJECT TRUE
CHAMPION--if the MANNER relationship is to be neaningful, as these
sentences make syntactically clear:

(416A) JEAN CLAUDE EARNED HIS MEDALS LIKE A TRUE
CHAMPION . . . .

(416B; JEAN CLAUDE EARNED H1S MEDAL3 LIKE A TLUE
CHAMPION, WHICH HE WAS, . . . .

There are MANNER-clarses that describe the QUALITY of an
ACTION/EVENT as it is i_pnosed to be like or wunlike; thesne HANNER
relationships usually result in reduced MANNER-clauses with the
connaectives AS or LTKE equlvalent in meaning to AS [F IT WERE
TRUE THAT, ac these student sentences illustrate:

(#17) WHENSVER BE IS ON THE COURT HE DOESN'T TRY 'T0
ACT LIKE (=AS IF HE WERE) THE BEST PLAYER ON
HIS SIDE.
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(418) . . . WOULDN'T IT BE FUNNY IF THEY WERE STILL
TREATED AND SPOKEN TO LIKE (.AS IF THEY WERE)
LITTLE KIDS?

(4#19) USUALLY THE DECISION AS TO WHEN TEENAGERS SHOULD
BE TREATED A5 (=AS IF THEY WERE) ADULTS 15 LEFT
UP TO THE PARENTS.

The only difficulties we cncountered with these supposition
MANNER-clauses were the omission of the connective AS, AS IF, or
LIKE in sentences like this seventh grader's:

(4°0) *THE CAR 15 GETTING TO LOOK 1T WENT THROUGH
WORLD WAR T11

in which the omission of some MANNER counective 1ike AS, LIKE, or
AS IF may be due to the student's haste in transcribing. Another
difficulty arose from the ambiguity of LIKE in thir sixth grader's
sentence:

{(421) ?HE JUST ACTS LIKE A GENTLEMAN AND ADMIYTS HE
DID IT

in which the LIKE-phrase could be interpreted as equivalent to
AS A GENTLEMAN DOES (ACT), or as equivalent to AS IF HE WARE A
GENTLEMAN.

Still anecther syntactic representation of MANNER relation-
ships are MANNER-clauses introduced by THE WAY (THAT), where TIE
WAY (THAT) is equivulent in seaning to HOW, an these ntudent:!
sentences illustrate:

(%) LIFE TN AMERICA REALLY ISN'T g}rvso IN) THE WAY
THAT YCU AND YOUR FRIENDS TALK ABOUT.

(425) I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE MICKEY MANTLE BECAUSE
OF THE WAY HE PLAYS BASEBALL.

(424) MY DAD WORKS HARD EVERY DAY AS A SALRSMAN aND
WHEN HE COMES HOME, AND I HAVE A PROSLEM OR
1Y S1STFRS [poJ HE WILIL GLADLY . 'LP US ANY
WAY KE CAN.

MANNER-clauses introduced by THE WAY (THAT) or NOW often result
when "THE THING"-cleft is produced as a variant of more straight-

forward representations of MANNER relatioushipu. For exuample,
these studentn' centencesn:

(hoa) TEIS 18 HOW FAMILY LIFE 15 HERY TN AMERICA
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(4:6) JuaN CLAUDE EARNED HIS MEDALS LIKE [THE] TRUL
CHAMPION THAT HE WAS; THIS [S THE WAY 1 WOULD
LIKE TO WIN SOMETHING

are "THE THING"-cleft variations of:

(ho5A) FAMILY LIFE IN AMERICA 1S LIVED IN THIS WAY (OK
THESE WAYS).

{(4°6A) . . . 1 WOULD LIKE TO WIN SOMETHING IN THIS WAY.
Junt as iome MANNER relationships that resinlt in true
prepositional phrases {as opposed to those pieudo-preponiticnal
vhragses that are reductions; of MANNER-clauseo) are introduced

by WITH (WITHOUT), as in this sentence:

(R) HE ENTERED THE ROOM WITH EXTREME CARE

some MANNER relationships result in reduced MANNER-clauses intro-
duced by WITH or WITHOUT, as thesce student sentences illustrate:

(L27) [&HE} SECOND TIME WE CAME HOME WITH OUR SHIRTS
AND BASKETS STUFFED, AND WE FEASTED FOR WEFRKS
TO COME.

(428) SOME TEENAGERS GO ALL THE WAY THROUGH H1GH
SCHOOL WITHOUT GROWING IN MATURITY.

The MANNER-clause reduction in sentence (427) results from some-
thing like IN SUCH A WAY THAT OUR SHIRTS AND BASKETS WERE STUFFED,
and the reuuced MANNER-clause in (428) results from IN SUCH A WAY
THAT THEY DO NOT GROW IN MATURITY. The reduction process ceems
to convert IN SUCH A WAY TUAT into WITH or WITHOUT (when the VP
in the MANNER-clausc is negeted) and the complete VP into a
gerundive (STUFFED, GROWING). 7f the recduction process converl:s
the MANNER-clause VP iuato an NP, however, we have not considered
the rosu. ting prepositional phrase as a reduced MANNER-clausce,

For example, the prepositional nhrases in student sentencen
like these:

(429) . . . HE HANDLED ALL THINGS WITH GREAT KHOWLEDGE

(430) 1IN THE END IT WOULD BE MUCH WISER TO STRAIGHTEN
OUT THE BUSINESS WITH THE HELP OF ANOTIIER
PERSON

resemble genuine MANNER-rhrases like WITH EXTREME CARE iu sentence
(R). 1In shlort, it is diflicult to determine whether prepositional
phrases like those in (429) or (430) are simple lexical items for



the student or whether they doy, in fact, result from reductions
of complete MANNER-clauses. $o long ns no verbal eliement i
present in WITH-phruces, we will concider them genuine prepo-
sitional phrasens and not us reduced ones from complete MANNER-
clauses. Thusg, sentences (429) and (4%0) will not be considered
as containing MANNER-clause reductions, while sentences; iike
these will:

(451) IF YOU CONTINUED ON WITHOUT DOING {ANY] THING,
THE SCHOOL TREASURY, AND POSSIBLY THE SCHOOL,
{WwILL] BE IN UTTER CHAOS.

(#%2) . . . BOB WILL HAVE TIME TO SPEND WITH HIS
FRIENDS AND MAINTAIN POPULARITY WITHOUT HAVING
TO WORRY ABOUT HIS PRESENT JOB.

Not all clause¢s introduced by HOW or THE WAY are considered
as resulting from MANNER relationships; for example, the HOW-
clause in the eighth grader's sentence results instead from n
REIFICATION relationship foilowing the indircct-discourse VP TELL:

(147) WRITE AND TELL ME HOW YOUR FRIENDS FEKI ABOUT
AMERICAN FAMILIES NOW.

Indirect-discourse verbs like TELL always involve SAYING SOMETHING
{TO SOMEONE). What most frequently fills thi: SOMETHING-slot

are entire EVENTS thal undergo tne nominalization conversion
typical ~f REIFICATION relationships. Thus sentence (423) is
e¢quivalent in meaning to this one:

(433A) URITE AND TELL ME SOMZTHING: YOUR FRIENDS FEEL
IN WHAT WAY ABOUT AMERICAN FAMILIES NOW

vhich after nominalization and embedding becomes:

(4338) WRITE AND TELL ME HOW YOUR FRIENDS FEEL ABOUT
AMERICAN FAMILIES NOW.

The SOMETHING has now becc  a noun-clause whose focal poinl in
the MANNER of that EVENT. i+he MANNER relstionship is secondary--
it is the focal point within the emtedded EVENT; and what i:
semantically relevant to the main clause is the REIFICATION
relationship resulting from the report of indirect discourse
(WRITE AND 71" ME SOMETHING). Such REIFICATION relationchips
always result eitter in noun-clauses or infinitival-clauses,

not in reduced MANNER-clausges:

(434) TO BE A GREAT ACTOR, YOU MUST KNOW liOW TO FEEL
(=HOW YOU SHOULD FEEL), AND KNOW HOW TO DO (=HOW
YOU SHOULD DO) THE RIGHT EXPRESSIONS AT THE
RIGHT TIME . . .
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(445) HE CAN JUDGE WHEN TO PASS IT (=WHEN HE SHOULD
PASS IT) AND HOW TO PASS_IT (-HOW HE SHOULD PASS
IT) SO THAT IT WILL GET TO THE RECEIVER AND NOT
TO THE DEFENDER WHO IS COVERING HIM .

In contrast to HOW-clauses that are noun-clauses, and not
MANNER-clauses, there arc some MANNER-clauses that arc COMPARISON-
clauses as well. For example, in this sixth grader's sentence:

(436) 1 WISH THAT I COULD PITCH AS GOOD AS ix [CAN]

the second AS-phrase (AS HE CAN) recults [rom o MANNER relationchip
that describes HOW the ACTION (HZ PITCHING) is to be like some
othcr ACTION (HIS PITCHING), while the (irst AS-phrase (AS GUOD)
results from an equulity COMPARISON relaticaship that describes
exactly how proportionally GOOD these two ACTIONS are (AS GOOL AU,
equiva’ent to EQUAL TO). Thus, the entire set of AS-phranes, AS
GOOD AS HE CAN, results not “rcm one relationship but two: MANNER
~nd COMPARISON., This phenomenon is notl unusual in student writing,
ns these sentences illustrate:

(%#37) WE ENJOY THE OUTDCOR LIFE AS WELL AS WE DO
STAYING HOME (=EQUAL TO THE WAY WE ENJOY STAYING
HOME) .

(438) T WOULD L1KE TO SKI AS WELL AS HIM (=EQUAL TO
THE WAY HE DOES).

(4h59) . . . YOU CAN GET ALONG VERY WELL HERE, JUST AS
WELL AS YOU CAN THERE (:EQUAL TO THE WAY YOU CAN
GET ALONG THERE).

The combined MANNER and COMPARISCN relationships that result
in AS WELL AS-c¢luauses should not be «onfused with the AL WELL AS-
clauses that signal the conjunctive relationship ENUMERATION OF
REFERENTS, in which AS WELL AS is a single lexical item, the
connective whose equivalent is IN ADDITION TO, as in these student
sentences:

(440) WE GO FLACES WITH OUR FAMILY AS WELL AS (-1IN
ADDITION TO) STAYING HOME WITH OUR FAMILY.

(441) I MEAN, REALLY, WHO WANTS TO BE A BABY ALL HIS
LIFE, PHYSICALLY AS WELL AS (=IN ADDITION TO)
MENTALLY?

Those combined COMPARISON and MANNER relationships sometimes
result in o sertence like this tenth grader's:

(4b.)) IF THE PRESIDENT DOESN'T DO HIS JOB, NOBODY IN
OFFICE GETS HALF AS MUCH DONE
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in which the COMPARISON relationship HALKF AL MUCH DONE ‘mplie:

the MANNER relationship AS IIE WOULD GET DONE I¥ THE PRESIDENT

D1D HIS JOB, which, though easily recoverable, huai been deietod.
There are other signals for the combination of MANNER nund COM-
PARISON relationships: THE SAME WAY THAT, in which SAME indicate:
the egquality COMPARISON relationship and THE . . . WAY TiAT
indicates the MANNER relationship:

(443) THEY SEEMED TO FEEL PREITY MUCH THE SAMZ VWAY
YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS DO . . . .

Another such signal is JUST LIKE or JUST A3, in which the JUGT
reflects the equality COMPARISCON relationsh.p und the LIKE or
AS the MANNER reiationship:

{(441) ON DEFENSE HE WAS JUST A5 POWERFUL.

{4h5) SO YOU SEE, WE DO THINGS TOGETHER JUST A5 YOU
DO TOO.

On occasion, these combined COMPARISON and MANNER relation-
ships lead rntudents into mmbiguities when they represent them
syntactically. For uxample, this sixth grader's centence conlaing
an AS-phrace:

(446) ?CARL DID AS BEST HE COULD IN THE 1967 WORLD
SERIES BUT HIS BEST WAS NOT ENOUGH

in which it is not clear whether there is one¢ relationship or

two relationships--inequal proportional COMPARISON (ThE BEST THAT
HE COULD) or equal proportional COMPARISON plus MANNER (AS WELL

AS HE COULD). Tiie hybrid constru:tion, AS BEST HE COULD, containg
elements of both sets of these ponsible relationships in such a
mixture that the result ic ambiguous. Another example of am-
biguity is this sixth grader's sentence:

(447) 2GARY WEARS CLEAN CLOTHES AND HE DOES NOT WEAR
LONG HAIR LIKz THE MONKEES OR SOME OTHER ODD
GROUPS

in which the LIKE-phrace LIKE THE MONKEES OR SOME OTHER ODDL GROUPS
may be equivalent to LIKE THE MOGNKEES OR SOME OTHER ODD GROUPS

DO (WEAR) or it may be cquivalent to LIKE THE MONKEES' OR SOME
OTHER ODD GROUP'S LONG HAIR. (f it is the former, then the ro-
lationship is MANNER , in which the ACTION of WEARING LONG JAIR

is likened to the ACTION of two other groups' WEARING LONG HAIR.
If the latter, then the relationship is COMPARISON, in which the
OBJECT, LONG HAIR, is equal to the LONG HAIR of the MONKEES or
SOME OTHER ODD GROUPS. Although there is some additional internal
evidence~-namely, the WEARING of CLEAN CLCTHES--to sugpent thnt



the relationship is MANNER, rather than COMPARISON, the ambiguity
probably cannot be resolved without recourse to the stud:nt who
wrote sentence (447).

Comnarison relationships of gualit: .--COMPARISON relation-
ships are made on the basis of the equality or incquality of
lileness or unlikeness existing between OBJECTS, ACTIONS or
EVENTS. Inequality relationships involving tne proportion of
likeness existing between REFERENTS are of two types: (1) those
between two REFERENTS, and () those among three or more REFFRENTS.
Inequalities between two REFERENTS are syntactically signalled by
MORE (LESS) . . . THAN, while inequalities among three or more
are syntactically signalled by THE MOST (LEAST) . . . THAT. Som:z-
times, in fact, thc MORE (LESS) is expressed in the "comparative!
adjective or adverb, in which the suffix -ER is affixed to the
adjective or adverb. Similarly, the MOST (LEAST) is expressed
in the '“superlative" adjective or adverb, in which the suffix
-EST is affixed to the adjective or adverbo.

The syntactic representa’tion of inequality COMPARISON
relationships between two OBJECTS can be illustrated by these
student sentences:

(443) WHEN HE WAS ABOUT S1XTEEN HE WAS TALLER THAN A
NORMAL PERSON,

(4t}  WE HOPE THAT YOU'LL . . . MAKE ROYCE AVENUE
EVEN MORE FUN THAT IT IS NOW.

In these sentences, as in the sentences illustrating MANNER
relationships, the QUALITY-clause is reduced--a unique feature of
all QUALITY relationships. The sentences above are reduced from
these:

(448A) WHEN HE WAS ABOUT SIXTEEN HE WAS TALLER THAN A
NORMAL PERSON WOULD BE TALL.

{449A) WE HOPE THAT YOU'LL . . . MAKE ROYCE AVENUE
EVEN MORE FUN THAN IT IS FUN NOW.

Whereas these reductions affected the original VP of the
COMPARISON-clause, in the following student sentences the re-
ductions affected both the "formal subject'-NP and part of the
VP of the COMPARISON-clauses:
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(450) HR IS ABOUT MY AGE, AND A BIT 'PALLER THAN ME
(=THAN I AM TALL).*

(#51) . . . I'LL BET YOU TEN TO OME YOU WILL LIKE 1T
BETTER THAN YOUR OLD NEIGHBORHOOL (.-THAN YOU
LIKED YOUR OLD NEIGHBORHQOD).

(4%) ACCORDING TO THE PARAGRAPH, HE COULD CARE LESS
ABOUT THE SCHOOL (-LESS ABOUT THE SCHOOL THAN
ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE).

The syntactic representation of inequality COMPARISON
relationships between two ACTIONS or EVENTS takes much the suma
form as do inenuality relationchips between two OBJECTS, as thesec
student scentences illustrate:

(153) 1 SAY THIS BECAUSE I FEEL THAT A TEENAGER MATURES
MORE AT TH.S AGE THAN [AT] ANY OTHER TIME (-=MORE
THAN HE MATURES AT ANY OTHER TIME).

(454) IT 1S A KNOWN FACT THAT GIRLS MATURE FASTER THAN
BOYS (=FASTER THAN BOYS MATURE). )

{(455) FOR INSTANCE, TAKE BOB--HE JUST DID WHAT HE
WANTED TO DO, NO MORE, NO LESS (=NO MORE WORK
THAN HE WANTED TO DO AND NO LESS WORK THAN HE
WANTED TO DO).

(456> IF THEY DIDN'T CONTINUE TO URGE HIM, HE MIGIUT
FEEL THEY WERE TRYING TO REPLACE HIM AND HE
4OULD WORK ALL THE LESS (=EVEN LESS THAN HE HAD
wonxgn BEFORE THEY CONTINUED TO URGE HIM TO
WORK).

Note that sentenc: s (453%) and (45%) contain reduced COMPARISON;
in sentences (4#55) and (496), however, the COMPARISON-clauses

have been deleted entirely. D2spite the deletion of the COMFARI-
SON-clauses, they are easily recoverable because the comparative
adverbs (MORE, LESS) make clear both the ACTION being comparer
and the ACTION serving as the standard for the COMPARISON.

Sentences in which only the comparative word remains in
the surface sentence to signal an inequality COMPARISON relation-

*When the subject NP is a pronoun like I, HE, SIE, THEY, or
WE, the reduction process often results in a change of pronoun-
form to ME, HIM, HEk, THEM, or US, resvectively: a shift con-
cidered objectionable in schoolboc™s grammars but not in thig
analysis.
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ship are more common than ones containing reduced COMFARISON-
clauses in our suarple of utudent writing, —ﬁerhags this results
from the fact that the COMPARISON-clause, though only implicit,
is 50 easily recoverable from the content of the sentence that
its deletion is acceptable. For example, the only signals for
the inequality COMPARISON relationships in this sighth grader's
sentence are the comparatives MORF and LONGER:

(457) YOU CAN PLAY OUTSIDE MORE IN THE SUMMER BECAUSE
THE DAYS ARE LONGER.

The implicit COMPARISON suggested by MORE IN THE SUMMER is thi:s:
MORE IN THF SUMMER THAN ANY OTHER TIME OF THE YEAR; and the
implicit COMPARISON suggested by LONGER in the EXPLANATORY-clause
is this: LONGER TEAN THEY ARE ANY OTHER TIME OF 'THE YEAR. The
following studert sentences illustrate how the simple presence

of some comparative adjective or adverb is sufficient for the
recovery of the implicit COMPARISON-clause:

(458) BUT IT WILL BE EASIER FOR YOU (THAN IT WAS EASY
FOR ME) BECAUSE I CAN GET YOU ACQUAINTED WITH
ALL THE PEOPLE THAT I KNOW.

(459) SHE IS TEACHING US LANGUAGE A FASTER WAY (THAN
WE EVER STUDIED LANGUAGE BEFORE); ITFS A LOT MORE
FUN (THAN LANGUAGE STUDY EVER WAS FUN LEFORE).

(460) HE DIDN'T GET PICKED BECAUSE OF THE JOB; IT WAS
PROBABLY JUST TO GET HIM TO BE AN EVEN MORE
POPULAR PERSON (THAN HE IS POPULAR NOW).

(461) BOB WOULD LEARN TO FORM BETTER HABITS (THAN HE
HAS HABITS NOW) AND ROUND OUT HIS CHARACTER.

Sentences in which MORE is the only signal for incquality
COMPARISON relationships can be mistaken for sentences in which
MORE means simply ADDITIONAL, and is therefore not a CUMPARISON-
signal at all. For example, the MORE in this sc2ath grader's
sentence means only ADDITIONAL, and does not signal an iuequality
COMPARISON relationship:

(462) 1 BEGAN TO GET ACQUAINTED WITH MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE.

There are student sentences in which the MORE is ambiguous, since
either interpretation seems possible. For example, take this

seventh grader's sentence:

(463) 2?50 I'M SURE YOU'LL HAVE A LOT OF FUN OUT HERE,
AND IF YOU PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT YOU SHOULD GET
MORE FRIENDS OUT HERE.
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It 15 equivalent cither to this omne:

{(463A) . . . AND IF YOU PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT YOU
SHOULD GET MORE FRIENDS OUT HERE THAN YOU HAD
FRIENDS WHERE YOU ARE LIVING NOW

or this one:

(h6:9B) . + . AND IF YOU PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT YOU SHOULD
GET ADDITIONAL FRIENDS GUT HERE.

Similarly, this eleventh grader's sentence:

{(#64) ALSO, AT THIS AGE, ALMOST EVERYONE I3 WORKING
AND MORE RESPONSIBILI1Y FALLS OW HIM

can be interpreted cither as:

(4644) ALSO, AT THIS AGE ALMOST EVERYONE 15 WORKING AND
MORE RESPONSIBILITY FALLS OH HIM THAN AT ANY
OTHER TIME IN HIS LIFE

or as:

(464B) ALSO, AT THIS AGE, ALMOST EVERYCNE IS WORKING
AND ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FALLS ON HIM NOW.

The difficulties encountered in s*udent sentences con-
tainirz inequality COMPARISON relationships between two REFERENTS
can be illustrated hest with some examples. First, we found
sentences like this sixth grader's:

(46%) *AND WHEN I READ HIS LIFE STORY, IT 3A1D HE WAS
EVEN BETTER AN ATHLETE AND STRONG MAN TH/N ANGUS
MCASKILL, WHO WAS THE STRONGEST MAN ON FEARTF.

Had the placement of the article AN been before EVEN, the sentence
would have become less objectionable:

(465A) AND WHEN I READ HIS LIFE STORY, IT SAID HE WAS

AN EVEN BETTER ATHLETE AND STRONG MAN THAN ANGUS
MCASKILL, WHO WAS THE STRONGEST MAN ON EARTH.

Next, we found sentences like this tenth grader's:

(466) *SINCE BOB IS A SENIOR I THINK HAVING ANOTHER
STUDENT HELP HIM IS BETTER THAN TO KICK HIM OUT

in which the reduction of the COMPAR1SOii.-clause to an infinitival-
clause is less appropriate than reducing it to a gerundive-
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(466A) SINCE BOB IS A SENIOR | THINK HAVING ANOTHER
STUDENT HELP HIM IS BETTER THAN KICKING HIM
OuT.

Infiaitival-clauses seem to result from reductions of clausqs
that contain a modal auxiliary. The complete (OMPARISON-clause
before reduction seems, in sentence (466), to have been: BETTER
THAN THE IDEA THAT WE KICK HIM OUT IS (A GOOD I[DEA). Then too,
we found scntences like this eighth grader'ws:

{467) *IN ONE WAY THEY ARE RIGHT: W DO WATCH TELE-
VISION TOO MUCH THAN WE SHOULD.

The conflict here is between the DEGREE OF INTENSITY-signal TOO
MUCH and the COMPARISON-signal THAN WE SHOULD. Tf the rclationship
is incquality COMPARISON, then the sentence that weuld make that
relationship syntactically clear is this ore:

{4674) 1IN ONE WAY THEY ARE RIGHT: WE DO WATCH WELE-
VISION MUCH MORE THAN WE SHOULD.

If the relationship is DEGREE OF INTENSITY, then the sentence to
make that syntactically clear would be this ore:

(4L67B) 1IN ONE WAY THEY ARE RIGHT: WE DO WATCH TELF-
VISION TOO MUCH (TO APPRECIAYE WHAT EV.SE WE ARE
MISSING).

We found also, sentences in which there was 2 semantic conflict
between the syntactic representatica of an inequality COMPARISON
relationship and the rest of the sentence, as this sixth grader's
sentence illustrates:

(468) *I AM NUTS ABOUT MYTHOLOGY, AND, NEXT TO AIOLLO,
HERCULES IS MY FAVORITE HERC.

In the main clause after the coordinator AND, thce COMPARIGON
relationship represented as NEXT TO APOLLO scems aupropriate, for
‘'t seems to be equivalent to this clause:

(4684) . . . COMPARED TO OTHER MYTHOLOGICAL HEROES,
APOLLO RANKS NEXT AFTER HERCULES AS MY FAVORITE
HERO.

However, when this main clause is cocrdinateé¢ with the first one
in a CATEQORY EXPANSION relaticnchip, the conflict appears, for
the CATEGORY apparently being EXPANDED is MYTHOLOGY, not MYTHO-
LCGICAL HEROES. While the CATEGORY of MYTHOLO3Y includes
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MYTHOLOGICAL HEROES, it certainly includes much more ard is
therefore too general to be EXPANDED into the coordinated main
clauses of the student's sentence. If his CATEGORY is, however,
MYTHOLOGICAL HZROES, then the two statements about this CATEGORY
NP seem entirely appropriate as members of a CATEGORY EXPANSION:

(168B) I AM NUTS ABOUT MYTHOLOGICAL HEROES, AND, NEXT
TO APOLLO, HERCULES IS MY FAVORITE ONE.

Inequality COMPARISON relationships existing between three
or more REFERENTS have as their syntactic signals the “super-
latives'" THE MOST and THE LEAST followed by a COMPARISON-clause
introduced by THAT, as these siudents! centences illustrate:

(4#69) HE WAS THE GREATEST BASEBALL i LAYER THAT EVER
LIVED.

(470) CARL, AS FAR AS .'M CONCFRNED, IS THE GREATEST
PLAYER THAT EVER LIVED.

Just as frequentiy, these '"superlatives" are followed by the
COMPARISON-clause with no introductory connective, as these
student sentences illustrate:

(471) I THINK HE IS THE BEST PLAYER ANY ONE COULD
HAVE.

(h72) OUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS ABOUT THE BEST “OU COULD
ASK FOR.

Reductions of the COMPARISON-clauses in these "superlative!
COMPARISON relationships are more common than complete ones. An
unusual kind of reduction is illustrated in this sixth grader's
sentence:

(473) HE WON Al'D BECAME THE YOUNGEST MAN TO BE PRESI-
DENT

in which the infinitival-clause TO BE PRESIDENT has been reduced
from THAT EVER BECAME PRESIDENT UNTIL THAT TIMS. A more common
type of "superlative' raduction is illustrated by this seventh
grader's sentence:

(474) . . . I BECAME ONE OF THE MOST POPYLAR KIDS ON
THE BLOCK

which seems to be equivalent to this one:

(474a) . . . I BECAME ONE OF THE MCST POPULAR KiLS OF
ALL THE KIDS THAT LIVED ON THE BLOCK.
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What the COMPARISON-clause in sentences like (474) seems to denote
is the existence in some space or time of all OBJECTS 1ike the
OBJECT being compared, and what happens to the COMPARISON~clause
in reduction is that only the location of the other OBJECTS either
in space or time is preserved, since location in space or time
p-esuppuses the existence of the OBJECTS. Therefore, we have many
senterces in which the '"'superlative! COMPARISON relationship
results in reduced COMPARISON-clauses that denote the range of
OBJECTS in space or time with which the OBJECT is being compared,
as these student sentences illustrate:

(475) 1 THINK HE SHOULD BE ELECTED JHE MOST VALUABLE
PLAYER IN THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

(476) I THINK HE IS ABOUT THE GREATEST PASSER IN
FOOTBALL HISTORY.

There are, in addition, sentences in which the COMPARISON-
clause has been deleted entirely so that the range of OBJECTS
with which the one in the sentence is being compared has to be
inferred from the content of the sentence itself. For example,
this seventh grader's sentence:

(477) THE OTHER STREETS HAVE THEIR OWN CIUBS (CURS IS
THE PEST)

contains the superlative BEST whose COMPARIOZN-clause must be
something like this: OF ALL THESE CLUBS THAT EXIST ON THE
STREETS OF MY NEIGHBORHOOD. The COMPARISON-clause of this eighth
graderts sentence:

(4¢,) I THANK GOD EVERY NIGHT THAT I HAVE TWO OF THE
BEST PARENTS

implies tkLes COMPARISON-clause OF ALL THE PAh.i..S THAT ANYONE
COULD HAVE {sr THAT I COULD HAVE). &imilarly, this eighth
grader's sentence:

(479) DINNER IS PROBABLY OUR MOST IMPORTANT MEAL

implies the COMPARISON-clause OF ALL THE MEALS THAT WE EAT AT
OUR HOMEk. 1Thrs, the reduction of superlative COMPARISON re-
lationships to Just the superlative can take place so long as the
COMPARISON-clautc can he recc7ered from the content of the rocst
of the senterce.

When a superlative like BEST appears in a COMPARISON
relationship in student sentences, a "THING".cleft often results,
instead of the more straightforward representation as in this
tenth gradert's sentence:
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(480) IF BOB EYER DID GET IMPEACHED, IT WOULD BE BEST
FOR EVERYONE

which could just as easily have appeared in a "THING"-cleft
variation as:

(480A) 1IF BGB EVER DID GET IMPEACHED, IT WOULD BE THE
BEST THING (THAT EVER HAPPENED) FOR EVERYONE

Therefore, this tenth grader's sertence:

(481) BRUT I FEEL THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT COULD
vE LEARNED FROM THIS IS TO ELECT A RESPONSIBLE
PERSON TO DO THE JOB

is a "THING"~cleft variation of this sentence:

(481A) BUT I FEEL THAT TO ELECT A RESPONSIBLE PERSON
TO DO THE JOB IS THE MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL THAT
COULD BE LEARNED FROM THIS.

In addition to the "THING"-cleft resulting in this tenth grader's
sentence:

(482) 1IN MY OFINION THE B3ZST ACTION TO TAKE YOULD BE
TO GET RID OF BOB

there has been a reduction of the COMPARISON-clause THAT WE SHOULD
TAKE to the infinitival-clause TO TAKE. Not only can "THING'-
clefts introduce an NP like ACTION to apply the superlative
TOMPARISON to, but also ACTION can apparently be expanded to

LINE OF ACTION, as thcse tenth graders' sentences illustrate:

(483) I THINK THE BEST LINE OF ACTION TO TAKE WOULD
BED 1 ] » L ] L ]

(484) 1 THINK C IS THE BEST LINE OF ACTION TO TAKE,
CONSIDERING THE WELFARE OF BOTH BOB AND THE
SCHOOL.

Not only can "ACTION" and "LINE OF ACTION" appear in "THING"-
clefts v.th superlatives, but so can "SOLUTIONW,'" "MOVE," and
"CHOICE," as these tenth graders® sentences illustrate:

(485 1 BELIEVE STEP "A" IS IHE BEST POSSILLE SOLUTION
TO THIS PROBLEM . . . .

(486) THE BEST CHOICE WOULD BA"E TO BE THE FIRST, TO
EAVE THIS QUY REMOVED FROM OFFICE.
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(487) I TRINK SITTING IT OUT WOULD BE THE MOST STUPID
MOVE . . . .

The most common version of "THING"-clefts remains the version
that utilizes the ubiquitous Nr "PHE THING," as in these student
sentences:!

(488) THE BEST THING, I STILL BELIEVE, IS TO HAVE HIM
REMOVED FROM OFFICE.

(489) I THINK BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY IS THE MOSY
IMPORTANT THING IN THE WORLD.

(490) . . . I KNOW MY T"RIENDS THINK IT IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT TRING IN THEIR LIVES TODAY.

The inequality COMPARISON re¢lationship that existe among
three or more REFERENTS, resulving in superlatives with explicit
or implicit COMPARISON-clauses, is more likely to appear in cleft-
versions than the inequality COMPARISON relationship existing
between only two REFERENTS. So rar, we have been examining
inequality COMPARISONS that differ from each other only in the
degree to which they apply to like REFERFNTS. An inequalit
relationshiv that stresses the unlikeness between REFERENTS im the
one resulting in DIFFERENT FROM or DIFFERENTLY THAN in surface
sentences, as these eighth graders' sentences illustrate:

(491) LIFE IN OUR COUNTRY IS A LITTLE DIFFFRENT FROM
YOURS (=FROM LIFE IN YOUR COUNTFY).

(492) IT IS TRUE THAT LIFE IN AMERICA IS DIFFERENT
FROM LIFE IN EUROPE.

DIFFERENT FROM seems to result when OBJECTS are compared and found
to be dissimilarj; DIFFERENTLY THAN seems to result when ACTION/
EVENTS are compared and discovered to be unlike, as this senience
illustrates:

(493) RICHARD BURTON PLAYED THE ROLE OF YHAMLET"
DIFFERENTLY THAN SIR LAWRENCE OLIVIER (=DIFFER.
ENTLY THAN OLIVIER DiD, DIFFZRENTLY THAN OLIVIER
PLAYED THE ROLE OF “HAMLET").

One difficulty students seemed to have with inequality
rclationships of dissimilarity can be illustrated with this
eighth grader's sentence:

(494) *RERE IN AMERICA IS DIFFERENT.

From the content of previous sentences in the ¢ssay, it was
obvious that the implicit COMPARISCN-.clause is ¥ROM LIFE IN EUROPE.
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Either the student has omitt>d LIFE from something 1lik: LIFE HERE
IN AMERICA IS DIFFERENT, ip which case we would consider it only

a transcription error, or he has assumed that HERE is cufficient
pronominal reference to LIFE HERE, in which case we would consider
that the reduction process on the COMPARISON-clause was in error
for the entire clause should not have been deleted.

Like the syntactic representation of inequality COMPARISON
relationships, those of eguality COMPARISONS also result in re-
duced COMPARISON~clauses, like the ones in these students! _
sentences:

(495) I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE RICK MOUNT (=LIKE RICK
MOUNT IS), A BASKETBALL PLAYER AT INDIANA.

(496) BEF?RE I ! OVED HERE I wAS LIKE YOU (-:LIKE YOU
ARE).

(497) 1 FEEL BOB 1S MUCH LIKE PRESIDENT R. SLEEPER
(=LIKE PRESIDENT R. SLEEPER 1S5).

These equality COMPARISCNS stress the almost identical likenerss,
or the very high degree of similarity, between two OBJECTS (c.g.,
in sentence (495) above, between the student and someone whom he
admires and whose place he wishes to take). The connective that
signals this kind of equality COMPARISON is LIKE, not tc be con-
fused with the LIKE that introduces scme CATEGORY EXPANSIONS,

as in this siyth grader's sentence:

(%#%8) ALY THESE GREAYT COMEDIANS, LIKE (=FOR EXAMPLE)
ALAN KING AND BILL COSBY, . . DON'T WRITE THEIR
OWN MATERIAL

in which the CATEGORY is explicitly stated (ALL THESE GREAT
COMEDIANS) and the set of specific members of that CATEGORY that
the student names as examples are introduced by the LIKE chat is
equivalent to FOR EXAMPLE.

The reduced COMPARISON-clauses >f thic type of equality
relat1onuhip can always be interpreted as LIKE NP IS (ARE, WAS,
WERE, . . . ), and can thus be distingaished from LIKE NP
MANNLR-clause reductions that are equivalent to LIKE NP DID
(DOES, HAS DONE, . . . ). The reduced equality COMPARISON-
clause can also apbpear in cleft-~sentences of the "THERE"-type
and the "THING"-type. 1In the "THERE"-cleft, the COMPARISON-
clause is still intact, as this eighth grader's sentence ilius-

trates:
(499) AND THEN THERE ARE SOME FAMILIES WHO ARE LIKF
YOU: THEY ARE HOME ALL ™ .Y
O
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where LIKE YOU is equivalent to LIKE YOU ARE. 1In the "THING"-
cleft, however, the clefting process split- the LIKE from its

NP, so that the COMPARISON rel-~tionship ic easy to overlook. For
example, this sixth grader's sentence:

(50¢) * THE MAN I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE IS JEAN-CLAUDZ
KILLY

is the "THING''~cleft version of:

(500A) I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE JEAN-CLAUDE KILLY.

In the cleft-sentence, LIKE is on one side of the IS (introduced
by the clefting-process) and its NP (JEAN-CLAUDE KILLY) is on the
other. Similarly, the cleft-sentences of these sixth graders
contain the split CCOMPARISON-clause of egquality:

(501) JERRY LUCAS IS A MAN WHO 1 WOULD WISH TO BE LIKE
(=LIKE JEKRY LUCAS IS). . . .

(502) STEVE RUEVES IS THE PERSON I WOULD LIKE TO BE
LIKE (=LIKE STEVE REEVES IS).

And this sixth grader's sentence illustrates one of the problems
siudents have with clefting-processes: the redundant intro-
duction of a pronoun in the THAT-clause preceding the IS of the
cleft:

(503) *THE MAN I ADMIRE AND WOULD LIKE TC BE LIKE HIM
IS JOFN F. KENNEDY (=LIKE JOHN F. KENNEDY 1S).

The reductions of equality CCMPARISON-clauses sometimes
result in the structure LIKE NP where the NP is a possessive
pronoun like YOURS, MINE, THEIRS, OURS, . . . equivalent to an NP
made up of a possessive determiner and a repetition of the NP
being compared, as these student sentences illustrate:

(504) W& . .VE FAMILY LIFE VERY MUCH LIKE YOURS (=VERY
MUCH LIKE YOUR FAMILY LIFE [S).

(505) EHUT I THINK I'M PRETTY LUCKY TO GET A FAMILY
LIKE MINE (=LIKE MY FAMILY IS).

(506) . . . I'D LIKE TO HAVE A GOOD PERSONALITY LIKE
HIS (=LIKE HIS PERSONALITY IS). T

A sentence like (506) sometimes results in a "POSSESSION“-cleft
version, like this one:

(S06A) .+ « « I'D LIKE TO HAVE A GOOD PERSONALITY LIKE
\‘1
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HE HAS (=LIKE HE HAS A PERSONALITY :LIKE HIS
PERSONALITY IS).

When equality COMPARISON relationships are involved, the
OBJECTS being compared must be the same; thus, this eighth
grader's sentence contains a faultily reduced COMPARISON-clause:

(507) *LIKE EUROPE, AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE IS VERY
IMPORTANT

which is interpreted as LIKE EUROPE {5, when in fact the OBJECT
being compared is FAMILY LIFE. The following sentence would make
the equality COMPARISON relationship syntactically clear:

(507A) LIKE EUROPEAN FAMILY LIFE, AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE
IS VERY IMPORTANT.

Similarly, the REIFIED OBJECT in this eighth grader's sentence is
inappropriately compared with a physical OBJECT:

(508) *BEING AN AMERICAN IS ALMOST LIKE YOU EUROPEANS
(=LIKE BEING AN EUROPEAN).

Another frequent equality COMPARISON connective is AS,
more likely to be the introductory word of the COMPARISON-cle asme
when its VP is an adjectival verdb identical to the one in the main
clause and therefore deleted in the reduction process, as these
eighth graders! sentences illustrate:

(509) . . . BUT IN MOST CASES OUR FAMILY LIFE IS VERY
IMPORTANT TO US AS IT IS (=LIKE FAMILY LIFE IS
VERY INPORTANT) TO YOU IN EUROPE.

(510) JUST_AS IN YOUR COUNTRY (=JUST LIKE BEING
TCAETHER AS A FAMILY IS IMPORTANT IN YOUR
COUNTRY), BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY IS IM-
PORTANT TO US ALSO.

(511) HERE JN AMERICA AS IN EUROPE (=LIKE BEING
TOGETHER IS IMPORTANT IN EUROPE), BEING TOGETHER
IS IMPORTANT.

AS seems to alternate with LIKE as the connective to introduce
negated equality COMPARISONS, as the following eighth graders’
sentences illustrate:

(512) LIFE IN AMERICA IS NOT ALWAYS AS IT SEEMS ABROAD.

(513) MY FAMILY LIFE IS NOT TOO MUCH LIKE YOUR FRIENDS
HAVE_SAID.
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(514) AMERICAN FAMILIES AREN'T REALLY L1KE YOUR FRTENDS

CLAIM.

Still another familiar signal for equulity COMPARTSONS i
THE SAME AS, followed by reduced COMPARISON-clauses, as these
student sentences illustrate:

(515) I WOULD LIKE TO BE THE SAME AS HE BECAUSE JIM
THORP WAS ALWAYS FULL OF SURPRISES.

(516) FAMILY LIFE HERE IS ALMOST THE SAME AS IT I3
THERE.

(517) WE HAVE SCHOOL THE SAME AS YOU, HAVE CHORES THE
SAME AS YOU, AND PARENTS THE SAME AS YOU.

Notice that if the last underlined phrase in {517) had not
appeared with two others like it, it could have been interpreted
as WE HAVE PARENTS LIKE YOUR PARENTS ARE. If this were the
equality relationship intended, the syntactic representation
should probably have been WE HAVE PARENTS LIKE YOURS. This next
sentence, by an eighth grader, illustrates one difficulty with
THE SAME AS COMPARISON-clauses:

(518) *LIFE IN OUR FAMILY IS PROBABLY THE SAME OR & LMOST
THE SAME AS YoOU.

The NP following AS should be the possessive pronoun YGURS,
rather than the simple pronoun YOU.

Sometimes SAME is a lexical item equivalent to IDENTICAL:
(519) OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME.
Here it means AT THE IDENTICAL TIME EVERYDAY: SIX{ O'CLOCK. 1In
this eleventh grad-.'s sentence, however, SAME does signal an
equality COMPARISON relationship:
(52C) EVERYBODY DOESN'T MATURE AT THE SAME AGE.

Here COMPARISON-clause is implicit but “t is easily recoverable
from the countext of the scntence:

(520A) EVERYBODY DOESN'T MATURE AT AN AGE LIKE THE AGE
AT WHICH EVERYONE ELSE MATURES.

The COMPARISON-clauses are not always impli..t in equality
relationships like these, as this eighth grader's sentence
illustrates:
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{521) WE DO EAT AT THE SAME TIME AS YOU DO.

Another familiar connective for equality COMPARISONS is
AS . . . AS, tollowed by a reducec¢ COMPARISON-clause, like the one
in this sixth grader's sentence in which PHYSICAL OBJECTS are
being compared:

(522) . . . HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET AS MUCH MONEY
AS HE GETS, $100,000 A YEAR!!!

PHYSICAY, CHARACTERISTICS are being compared in these student
sentences:

{523) HKE WEIGHS ABOUT THREE HUNDRED POUNDS AND IS5 ABOUT
AS BIG AS AN OX.

(s24) . . . HE'S SORT OF SHOR®, ABOUT AS TALL AS ME.

(525) I WONDER IF EUROPE IS AS NICE A PLACE AS AMERICA
IS (=A NICE PLACE LIKE AMERICA IS A NICE PLACE).

FEELINGS are being compared in this tenth grader's sentence:

(526) . . . GETTING A HELPER . . . IS NOT AS EMBARRASS-
ING AS BEING REMOVED FROM OFFICE . . .

while JUDGMENTS are being compared in these student sentences:

(527) 1 THINK THAT FAXILY LIFE IS JUST AS IMPORTANT
HERE IN AMERICA AS ANYWHERE EI.CE iN THE WORLD.

(528) WE ARE AS MUCIH FAMILY PEOPLE AS YOU ARE {=FAMILY
PEOPLE MUCH LIKE YOU IN EUROPE ARE FAMILY
PEOPLE).

AS . . . AS connectives do not always signal equality
COMPARISON relationships, for we have found thLat certain TIME
relationships, especially ‘hose dealing with the FREQUENCY with
which EVENTS occur, also result in AS . ., . AS connectives, as
these student sentences illustrate:

(529) . . . HE NEVER KEEPS HIS FROMISES TO TAKE
CARE OF EVERYTHING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

(530) BUT WE DO GET TOGETHER AS MUCH AS WE CAN.

(531) . . . WE DON'T EAT DINNER TOGETHER QUITE AS
MUCH ON #EEKDAYS . . . .

In this last sentence, the FREQUENCY-claute is implicit bput casily
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recoverable from the context of the rest of the sentence:

(552) WE ALMOST ALWAYS EAT SUNDAY DINNER TOGETHE2: WE
DON'T EAT TOGETHER QUITE AS MUCH ON WEEKDAY3

LIKE does not always signal equality COMPARISON relation..
ships, for there are sentences of supposition that begin with 1T
SEE4S LIKE:

(533) IT SEEMS LIKE 80B GOT ELECTED JUST BECAUSE HE
WAS POPULAR AND HAD A LOT OF FRIENDS.

The phrase IT SEEMS is equivalent to IN MY OPINION, I THINK, I
BELIEVE, or IT SEEMS TO ME, which are usually followed by REIFI-
CATION-clauses that are introduced Ly THAT, LIKE, AS IF or AS
THOUGH :

(534} IT SEEMS AS THOUGH ALL THE FIELDS AND MEADOWS
AROUND HERE ARE BECOMING MORE AND MORE BEAUTIFUL
NOW.

(535} JUST THINK OF THE FUN WE ARE GOING TO HAVE: IT
WILL SEEM LIKE OLD TIMES ARE HERE AGAIN.

In sentences like these, we consider the clauses beginning with
LIKE, AS THOUGH, AS IF, or THAT as noun-clauses resulting from
REIFICATION relationships involving the VP IT SEEMS (=IN MY
OPINION, I THINK, I BELIEVE, IT SEEMS TO ME).

In sentences like this one:
(s) JOHN SEEMS AS IF HE WERE DEAD

the VP SEEMS means APPEARS uand the semantic relationships invoelved
are two: MANNER and CONTINGENCY. Sentence (S} is semantically
equivalent to this one:

(T) JOHN APPEARS THE WAY HE WOULD APPEAR IF HE WERE
DEAD

in which the MANNER relationship is apparent in THE WAY HE WOULD
and the CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE relationship is apvarert in
IF HE WERE DEAD. In sentence (S), therefore, AS signals the
MANNER relationship, while IF signals the CONTINGENCY relation-
ship.

Location J>f actions/events relationships.--The semantic
relationship of LOCATION OF ACTIONS/EVENTS denotes the physical
spuce in which ACTIONS and EVENTS occur. The simplest syntactical
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representation ¢f this relationship is a locational prepositionail
phrase, as these seventh graders' sentences illustrate:

(536) WE HAVE BEEN PLAYING A LOT OF FOOTBALL ON THE
FIELD IN BACK OF TOM'S HOUSE.

(537) THEY ARE BUILDING A HOSPITAL ON SOUTH HIGH
STREET » . .« .

We have rot considered such LOCATIVE prepositional phrases among
our count of the representations of LOCATION OF ACTIONS/EVENTS
relationships, for they contain no verlal element to indicate

that they are reduced LOCATIVE-clauses. LOCATIVE-clauses, reduced
or complete, are infrequent in the writing of our project students,
although this seventh grader's sentence illustrates one:

(538) 1 BET YOU COULDN'T GO TO THOSE PLACES WHERE YOU
LIVE. -

One ex¥nlanation for the rarity of LOCATIVE-clauses might be the
one advanced by Kruisinga:

« . « clauses of place are rare, attriLutive clauses
with a leading noun (THE PLACE WHERE) being more
usual. (9, p. 407)

In sentence (538), the only clue that the WHERE-clause is
a LOCATIVE-clause, and not an attributive clause mearing THOJE
PLACES YOU LIVE, is tnat the preceding sentences list Columbus
place-names and the YOU is identified as someone living in
ancther city. Therefore, sentence {(538) is equivalent in meaning
to this one:

(538A) I BET THAT YOU COULDN'T GO TO THOSE PLACES IN
THE CITY YOU LIVE IN, BECAUSE YOU DON'T LIVE IN
COLUMBUS.

Furthermore, the WHERE-clause is movable in sentence (%38), so
that it is equivalent to this one:

(538B) 1 BET THAT, WHERE YOU LIVE, YOU COULDN'T GO TO
THOSE PLACES.

Without the student's preceding sentences, the WHERE-clause
could have been interpreted as a restrictive relative resulting
from an OBJECT RESTRICTION relationship in which the OBJECT
THOSE PIACES is limited to just THOSE PLACES IN WHiCH YOU LIVE.
The movability of the WHERE-clause is probably our only test of
wrether WHERE-clauses represent the restrictive semantic relation-
stip of LOCATION OF ACTIONS/EVENTS, the restrictive rmemantic
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relationship of OBJECT PESTRICTICYN, or the cor junctive semantic
relationship of OBJECT DESCRYPTION/EXPLICATTON (when the OBJECT

is a PLACE). For example, the WHERE-clause ir. this eighth grader's
sentence:

(539} . . . EVERYWHERE MY FATHER AND MOTHER GOES THE
WHOLY FAMILY GOES

results from LOCATION OF ACTIONS/EVENTS relat:ionship, and is
equivalent to this one:

{539A) THE WHOLE FAMILY COES EVERYWIZRE MY FATHER AND
MOTHER GOES

in which the WHERE-clause appears at the end o¢f the snentence. In
this seventh grader's sentence, however, th: VHERE-clause is not
movable:

(540) THE SCEOOL WHERE YOU AND 1 GO HAS A REAL NICE
PLAYGROUND.

It is not equivalent to either of these:

(S4OA) WHERE YOU AND I GO TilE SCHOOI, HAS A REAL NICE
PLAYGROUND . . .

(540B) THE SCHOOL HAS A REAL NICE LAYGROUND WHERE YOU
AND I GO.

Thus, sentence (540) results irom an OBJECT RESTRICTION relation-
ship in which tite PLACE-OBJECT THE SCHOOL has been limited to
just the one TO WHICH YOU AND I GO.

Not only can WHERE-clauses be relative clauses and LOCATIVE-
clauses, they can also be noun-clauses, resuvlting from REIFICATION
relationships involving cognitive verbs like KNOW:

(541) STUDENTS WANT TO KNOW WHERE ALL THE MONEY
IS GOING « « « &

(542) . . . THE NEW PZOPLE WON'T KNOW WHERE TO START.

In addition, "THERE"-clefts often result in WHERE-clauses when
the OBJECT pointed out by the "THERE IS A" portion of the cleft-
sentence i3 a PLACE-OBJECT. For example, this seventh grader's
sentence:

(st2) . . . THERE'S A FIELD BEHND OUR HOUSE WHERE WE
PLAY BASEEALL
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is a clefted version of:
(543A) WE PLAY BASEBALL IN A FIELD BEHIND OUR HOUSE.

In the cleft-version, the OBJECT pointed out by THERE'S A is the
PLACE-OBJEZT in the LOCATIVE prepositional phrase of sentence
(543A), ard as if to emphasize the LOCATIVENESS of FIELD BEHIND
GUR HOUSE the second half of the cleft-sentence WE .)LAY BASEBALUL

is introduced by the LOCATIVE pronoun WHERE. Thus the WHERE-clause
is a result of the <lefting operation itself and not a LOCATION

OF ACTIONS/EVENTS relationship, for the same reason tha. the
prepositional phrases in sentences (536) and (537) were not:

there is no verbal element in the original prepositional LOCAIIVE
phrase.

Some THERE-clef{ts take the syntuctic form that appeairs in
this seventh grader's sentence:

(544) THE KAHIKX IS REAL COOL; THEY HAVE THIS PLACE
WHERE BIRDIS AND FISH ARE

which is equivalent to:

(544A) THE KAHIKI IS REAL COOL; THERE IS THIS PLACE
THERE WHERE BIRDS AND FISH ARE.

In either cleft-version, Lhe WHERE-clause is a result of the
clefting operation, and does not result from a LOCATION OF
ACTIONS/EVENTS relationship.

Finally, there are some POSSESSION-cleft sentences in which
a WHERE-clause appears; for example, this seventh grader's
sentence:

(545) THE HIGK SCHOOL HAS A PARKING LOT WHERE WE
PRACTICE OUR TENNIS

is equivalent to either of these:

{(s4tSA) WE PRACTICE OUR TENNIS ON THE HIGH SCHOOL'S
PARKING IOT.

{545B) WE PRACTIGE OUR TENNIS ON THE PARKING LOT OF
THE HIGH SCHOOL.

Time of actions/events relationships.--ACTIONS and EVENTS
occur in time, as well as in space; but unlike LOCATION relation-
ships, TIME relaticuships are extremely frequent in the sentences
written by the project students. The semantic restriction of
ACTIONS and EVENTS to some point on a time continuum is syn-
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tactically expressed in prepositional phkrases and in complete

and reduced ciauses. As with other restrictive relationships,
the prepositional phrases of time-orientation will not be counted
in the data aualysis below, since there is 10 verbal element to
indicate that the prerositional TIME-phrases are the result of
TIME-clause reductions:

(5455) WE ALWAYS HAVE A PEP RALLY BEFORE ALL OF THE
BIG GAMES.

{(547) AFTER DINNER MY BROTHER AND 1 PLAY A GAME CALLFD
PING-PONG.

There are several types of TIME relationships, each of
which is signalled by its own szt of syntactic connectives. VYor
example, sentence (S46) exhibity the restriction of the EVENT (JE
ALWAYS HAVE A PEP RALLY) to some point in time prior tv another
EVENT (ALL OF THE BIG GAMES). The syntactic connective signalling
this anterior-TIME restriction is BRFORE, as the following student
sentences will illustrate:

(548) . . . THEY STILL HAVE ANOTHER SEVEN MONTHS BEFORE
SCHOOL LETS OUT AGAIN . . . .

{549) . . . BRFORE SCHOOL STARTS HE IS GOING TO HAVE
TO GET THEM CUT.

Sentence (547) above exhibits the restriction of the EVENT
(MY BROTHER AND I PLAY A GAME CALLED PING-PONG) to some point in
time later than another EVENT (DINNER). The syntactic connective
signalling this posterior-TIME restriction is AFTER:

(550) SOMETIMFS WE WILL SIT AND TALK LONG AFTER DESSERT
HAS BEEN FINISHED AND THE DISHES CLEARED FROM
THE TABLE.

(551) . . . AFTER WF'RE ALL THROUG{ WE DO CUR JOBS
TOGETIIER.

J» addition to posterior and anterior TIME restrictions,
there is also the restriction of one EVENT to some point in time
simultaneous with another EVENT, as this seventh grader's
sentence lllustrates:

(552) WHILE WE ARE EATING BREAKFAST MY MOTHER MAKES
OUR LUNCHES . . . .

The EVENT MY MOTHER MAKES OUR LUNCHES is restricted in its
occurrence to a simuicvaneous point in time with another EVENT:
WE ARE EATING BREAKFAST. In sentence (552), the TIME connective
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5ignalling the simultaneity of the timc-restriction is WHIIE,
although AS can also be used to signal this type of TIME relation-
ship:

(v5°A) A5 WE ARE EATING BREAKFAST MY MOTHER MAKES OUR
LUNCHES,

WHILE is the more common of these connectives, and it is someiime..
ambiguous:

(555) I DON'T AGREE WITH [?LAN} #3 EECAUSE HE'LL GET
THE CREDIT, OFFICE, AND POPULARITY WHILE HE'S
GOT SOMEONE TO DO HIS WORK FOR HIN.

In this senteunce, it is not clear whether WHILE is a TIME con-
nective, for it is also the signal for CONTRAST relationships, as
in this sentence:

\554) PAUL SMITH 1S PRESIDENT OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL,
WHILE HIS BROTHER TOM IS CO-CAPTAIN OF THE
FOOTBALL TEAM.

The WI'ILE in sentence (%5%) is »mbiguous because it derives from
either a CONTRAST relationship or a simultaneous~-TIME relationship,
If the relationship is CONTRASY, then the meaning of sentence

(553) is that HE WILL REAP THE BENEFITS OF HIS POSIIICN IN
CONTRAST TO SOMEONE ELSE WHO WiILL DO ALL THE WORK AND GET NONE

OF THESE BENEFITS. If the relationship is simultascous-TIMF. then
the meaning of sentence (553) is that HE WILL REAP THE BENEFITS

OF HIS POSITION WHEN AT THF SAME TIME SOMEONE ELSE IS DOING ALL
HIS WORK FOR HIM.

Another TIME relationshiyp is signalled by UNTIL, which in
one use restricts an EVENT to a specified future time. The
meaning of UNTIY, seems to be something Jike UP TO THE TIME THAT,
as these student rentences illustrate:

(%55) HE ALSC DOESH'T LIKE TO BE A BALL HOG, KEEPING
THE BALIL UNTIL HE SHOOTS . . .

{567 MR. LACKNER'S ORCHARD HAD SOME GOOD FRUIT THIS
YEAR . . . UNTIL THE GANG RAIDEDR IT.

In Aanother vse, UNTIL involve: ‘he non-occurrence of an EVENT
prior to a specific beginning point in the future:

(557) FOR INSTANCE, MY LITTLE BROTHER AND 1 BOTH PLAY
FOOTBALL « . . AND DON*T GET HCME UNTIL ABOUT

6:50 « o .,
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The EVENT (GETTING HOME) does not occur hefore some syecific
time-point in the future (ABOUT 6:30); the syntuctic connective,
UNTIL, seems to mean BEFORE THIS POINT IN TIME.

[oa— [ Ay

. There are some difficulties students have with the UNTIL
construction. One of these is illustrnted with this sentence:

(%»58) *IF HE WOULD JUST SIT If OUT TILYL THE REST OF
THE YEAR, HE WOULD HAVE A NAME . . . .

TILL (or UNTIL) means UP TO THIS POINT IN TIME in sentence (548),
sirce the EVENT is being thought of as occurring; however, the

NP THE REST OF THE YEAD is a duration of time, for which the
proper syntactic signal is FOR. If the occurrence of this EVENT
(IF_HE WOULD JUST SIT IT OUT) is to be restricted to a paint in
time, then the resuliing sentence should have been either of the
following sentences:

(5584) IF HE WOULD JUST SIT IT OUT UNTIL THE END OF
THE YEAR, HE WOULD HAVE A NAME . . . .

(558B) IF HE WOULD JUST SIT IT OUT UNTIL THE REST OF
THE YEAR Is UP, HE WOULD HAVE A NAME . . . .

Another difficulty can be illustrated with this seventh grader's
sentence:

(559) ?THEY CAN'T WAIT TILL YHE DAY YOU ARRIVE.

The interpretational difficulty with this sentence derives from
the existence of two verb-complexes expressed as "CAN'T WAIT":
(1) the literal interpretation of the modal CAN'T, which means
something like UNABLE TO DO SOMETHING; and (2) the idiomatic
interpretation of the entire verb-complex, which suggests that
SOMEONE I. SO EAGER FOR SOMETHING TO OCCUR TZAT HE DOES NOT WANT
TO WAIT FOR THAY EVENT OR ACTION TO OCCUR. Although CAN'T WAIT
in sentence (559) can be interpreted literally or idiomatically,
it must be taken idiomatically in sentence (560):

[p— fantas 4

(560) I CAN'T WAIT TILL YO CCME, BECAUSE THEN WE CAN
GO T¢ SO MANY PLACES TOGETHER.

‘The EXFLANATION-clause rules out the literal interpretation of
CAN'T.

When the EVENT of WAITING FOR SOMEONE TO DU SOMETHING in
psychological, ratbar than physical, and when the ACTOR of the
WAITING ACTION i:s identical with the ACTOR of the TIME re-
striction, the TIME restriction clause is almos) invariably
reduced teo an infinitiva.-clause. Thus we have a sentence like:

] —— [ e
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(501) L CAN'T WAIT PO SEE YOUR FAMILY MOVE IN

instead of:

(561A) % CAN'T WAIT UNTIL I SEE YOUR FAMILY MOVE 1M.

While it is possible to reduce UNTIL-clauses to infiaitival-
clauses even when the ACTORS in the main EVENT and the T.IME EVENT
are not identical, it is more common to find students employing
this reducticn only when the ACTORS are identical:

(562) . . . HE SAYS HE CAN'T WATIT TO SEE YOU (=UNTIL
HE SEES YOU) BECAUSE THE OTHER BOYS HAVE TOLD
HIM SO MUCH ABOUT YoU.

(563) 1 HAVE ALSO TOLD ALL OF MY FRIENDS ABOUT YOU,
AND THEY CAN'T WAIT TO MEET YOU (:UNTIL THEV
MEET YoU).

Another familiar type of TIME-clause is the one illuctrated
by this seventh grader's centence:

(564Y . . . WRIiTE AGAIN THE DAY BEFORE YOU LEAVE,
50 THAT I CAN BE READY FOR YOU!

Not only is the TIME-restriction clearly one of prior time, nu
expressed by thz syntactic signal BEFORE, but the exact pecint
in time prior to which the main EVENT (WRXTE AGAIN) is ko occur
is specified: THE DAY BEFOxE. Students vary the degree of
specificity in the time to which the uw..~ EVENT is restricted,
as these sentences illustrate:

(s65) MICKEY HAS . . . PLAYED 1. THE OUTFIELD HIS WHOLE
CAREER EXCEPT FOR THE LAST YEAR WHEN THEY PUT
HIM AT FIRST BASE.

(5€6) FIRST TIME Wi RAIDED IT, HE CAME OUT WIWh HI;
OLD SHOTGUN WITH SALT IN IT . . . .

(56%) T DON'T REALLY THINK THAT ANYBODY CAN REALLY
SET A CERTAIN AGE WHEN A PERSON SHOULD MATURE.

The most common syntoctic signal employed by students to
introduce TIME-clauses is WHEN; this is probcbly the most gencral
TIME :onnective in English, as a che:k of the dictionary meaninpgs
for WHEN reveals. 1t is a cover term for AT WHICH TIME, when the
TIME is as specific as HOW LONG AGO, HOW SOON, or WHILE (DURTNG
WHICH TIME); and when the TIME is as general as IN A ¥ OR ALL
TIMES THAT, IN ANY OR EVERY INSTAKNCE TiHAT, or WHENEVER. 1In
addition to its TIME meanings, it can also mean IN THE EVENT THAT
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{ON THE CONDITION THAT, IF}, CONSIDERING THAT, and ATTHOUGK--
thereby placing it in the gruup of syntantic signails fer the
semantic relationshipes of CONTINGENT KVONT-CONSKGUENGE rng
CONCESSION, Let us examirne some illustrative sentences in which
WHEN i3 2 TIME-connuctive before we look at its non-TIME function:.

The following studeut sentenceu illustrate the use of WHEHN
as a TIME-connective whose meaning is AT SOME POINT IN TIME [N
THE PAST:

(568) THEN I FOUND WHEN I MOVED HERE THAT ONE DAY
CAME RIGHT AFTER THE OTHER . . . .

(569) I THINK THAT HE WAS THE BEST FCOTLALL PLAYER
IN THE LEAGUE WHEN HE PLAYED.

(570) WHEN HE WAS ABOUT SIXTEEN, HE WAS TALLER THAN A
NORMAL PERSON.

The following illustrate the use of WHEN ai; & TIME-connective
whose meaning is AT SOME POINT IN TIME IN THE FUTURE:

(571) THE DIPLOMA YOU RECEIVE WHEN YOU GRADUATE
IS NOT A SIGN OF MATURITY . . . .

(572) WHEN I AM OLDER I WOULD L1KE TO PLAY A SPORT.

(575) . . . HE PROBABLY TOLD MICKEY TO PLAY BASEBALL
WHEN HE GREW UP.

The follewing illustrate the use of WHEN as a TIME-connective
whose meaning is DURING WHICH TIME THIS EVENT IS OCCURRING:

(574) YOUP FATHER I MET WHEN HE WAS PICKING OUT YOUR
HOUSE.

(575) WHEN WE WERE CAMPING, OUR FATHER HAD TO WURK.

(©?G) 1 LIKE THE SCHOOL VACATION IN OUR COUNTRY BECAUSH
WE DO NOT HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL IN THE SUMMER
WHEN 1T 1S SO HOT, BUT THEY DO.

The following sentences illustrate the use of WHEN as a
TIME-coniiective whose meaning is more general than the last three
sets of student sentences; instemd of focucing on a specific
point in past, future or on-going time, WHEN focuses on a general
time..period, so that in these sentences it comes to mean IN ANY
OR ALL TIMES THAT THIS EVENT OCCURS, IN ANY OR EVERY INSTANCE
THAT THKiS EVENT OCCURS, or WHENEVER THIS EVENT OCCURS:
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(577) .+ . . I WANT TO BE A GOOD SPORT WHEL,EVFR I PLAY
FOOTBALL.

(578) THE NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS ARE JUST GREAT, ALWAYS
GIVING HELP WHEN YOQU NEED IT.

(%79) WHENEVER HE IS ON THE COURT Hk DOESN'T TRY TO
ACT LIKE T:E BEST PLAYER ON HIS SIDE.

The only examples of the use of WHEN whose meaning is not
connected with TIME are illustrated with th. fcllowing sentences,
in which WHEN seems to mean IN THE EVENT THAT TH1S SHOULD OCCUR,
ON 1'HE CONDITION THAT THIS EVENT SHOULD OCCUR, or IF THIS EVENT
SHOULD OCCUR. The relationship involved in these sentences seems
to be CONTINGENT EVENT-CONSEQUENCE, rather than TiIME relationship:

(580) WE ONLY WATCH TELEVISIOi: WHEN WE HAVE NOTHING
ELSE TO DO.

(581) VWE ALSO HELP TAKE CARE OF THE BABY WHEN MOM
IS BUSY.

(582) HE TRIES TO CHEER YOU UP WHEN THINGS LOOK BAD

(585) WHEN SOMEONE SAYS SOMETHINC ABOUT IT, KE DENIES
THEM THZ RIGHT 10 SPEAK . . . .

In addition to the reduction of UNTIL-c¢lnuses to infinitival-
clauses, which is undoubtedly a special case of TIME-clause
reductiors, there are the reductions of TIME-clauses to gerundive-
clauses introduced by TIME-connectives. Like the reduction: of
UNTIL-clauses, the reductions to gerundive~-clauses take place
only when the ACTOR in the T1ME-clause is identical with the
ACTOR in the main EVENT-clause, as these student sentences
illustrate:

(58} THE HIGH SCHOOL HAS & PARKING LOT WHERE WE
PRACTICE OUR TENNIS BEFURE GOING TO THE TENNI3

COURTS « . . .

(585) AFTER RECEIVING YOUR LETTER, I GATHFRED UP SOME
FRIENDS TO TALK ABOUT AMERICAN LIFE.

(8G) SOMETIMES WE ARE SEPARATE WHEN EATING MEALS.

The reduction of TTME-clauses to gerundive-clauses appears
possible no matter what the tense of the TIME-clause verdb, for
the gerundive is interpreted accordirg to the tense ot the m2in
EVENT-clause.
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There are WHEN-clauses that are not essentic.lly "IME-
clauses: (1) restrictive clauses whose OBJECT-being-restricted
is some TIME-NP; () noun-clauses which result from REIFIZATION
relationships in which TIME is an ingredient. For example, thic
seventh grader's sentence illustrates the restriction of a
TIME-NP:

(587) ONCE IN AWHILE MY FATHER MAY HAVE TO WORK LATE
AND WON'T MAKE IT HOME IN TIME FOR DINNER, OR
MY 3ROTHER DOESN'T KEEP TRACK OF TIME, OR WE'RE
INVITED TQ FRIENDS' HOUSES FOR DINNER--THESE
AKE THE ONLY TIMES WHEN WE MAY NOT EAT OUR
DINNER AS A WHOLE FAMILY.

The use of WHEN instead of THAT for the introductory word of this
OBJECT RESTRICTION-clause occurs with somewhat the same frequency
as WHERD does (instead of THAT) in OBJECT RESTRICTION relation-
ships whose OBJECT is some LOCATION-NP. Just as there is the
reduction of THE PLACE THAT or THE PLACE WHERE to simply WHERE

in these OBJECT RESTRICTION-.clauses, there is also the reduction
of THE TIME WHEN or THE TIME THAT to simply WHEN, as this seventh
grader's sentence illustrates:

(588) THE WHOLE FAMILY IS ALWAYS TOGETHER AT SUPPER;
THIS IS USUALLY WHEEN WE DISCUSS THE DAY'S HAPPEN-
INGS OR TOMORROW'S PROBLEMS.

After verts which express COGNITIVE ACTION--1like KNOW,
REMEMBER, THINK, BELIEVE--there is often the REIFICATION of the
original EVENT into a FACT: the razsult is a noun..clause, or
infinitival-clause (if the EVENT is future-oriented}. For
example, this sixth grader's sentence illustrates the infinitival
variant of a noun-clause involving some modality like POSSIBILITY
(SHOULD) or ABILITY (CAN):

{589) I WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO PASS LIKE HIM ALD ENOW
ALL OF THE PLAYS AND WHEN TO USE THEV, (~WiEN 1
CAN USE THEM, or WHEN I SHOULD USE THEM).

WHEN TO USE THEM is no longer an EVENT when it is the object of

a COGNITIVE ACTION like KNOWING; it has been REIFIED--made into

a FACT to be thought about, speculated upon, known, believed, or
disbelieved. In the following sixth gradei's scntence, not only
has the REIFICATION affected an EVENT whose focal point is TIME,
but has also affccted an EVENT whose focal point ig MAHNNER:

(590) HE CAN JUDGE WHEN TO PASS IT AND HOW TO PASS IT
(-WHEN ER CAN/SHOULD PASS IT AND HOW HE CAN/
SHOULD PASS IT) SO IT WILL GET TO THE RECEIVER
AND NOT TO THE DEFENSE THAT IS COVERING HIM.
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The act of JUDGING is a COGNITIVE ACTION, an+ therefor: the EVENTS
be. ng JUDGED arc no longer EVENTS3 but REIFICATIONS--FAUTS, BELIEFS3,
JUDGMENTS, OPINIONS, THOUGHTS, or IDEAS.

Not all REIFICATIONS result in infinitival-eclauses; the
following seventh grader': sentence illustrates the REIFICATION
of an EVENT into a FACT--the result of which i: 2 noun-clause:

{591) REMEMBER HOW FEW THE FIELD TRIPS WERE.

The COGNITIVE ACTION of REMEMBERING usually results in the
REIFICATION of a past EVENT into a FACT which can be remembered
or forgotten. Noun-clauses not o0.uly appear as the objects of
COGNITIVE ACTIONS, btut they also appear as the subjects of
EMOTIONAL: RESPONSES, for an EVENT can be REIFIED into something
which human beings can respond emotionally to. For exanple, this
sixth grader's sentence illustrates a noun-clause that is the
REIFICATION of an EVENT to which there is a definite EMOTIONAL
RESPONSE:

(992) IT WAS VERY SAD FOR EVERYONE TN THE UNITED
STATES WHEN HE WAS SHUT TO DEATH 1IN DALLAS,
TEXAS.

The REIFIED EVENT resulted in a noun.clause whose fneal point ig
TIME (WHEN HE WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN DALLAS, TEXAS), and the
resulting noun-clause has been extraposed to the cnd of the
student'!s sentence with a "dummy"-pronoun (1) filling the
vacated NP-slot,

In all the sertences under discussion, (%87)-(%59"}, the
presence of WHEN in the students’ sentences was not a result of
a basic TIME relationship, but of two more basic relationships:
(1) OBJECT RESTRICTION, whoce OBJECT was scme TIME expression;
or (2) REIFICATION, whose focal point was some unspecified or
some generalized TIME expression. In all instances of sentences
like these, the more basic relationship was considered as the i
one to be tabulated in the data analysis, and therefo.e sentences
like (587)-(588) were considered as containing OBJECT RESTRICTIOnS
(complete and reduced), while serntences like {509)-(59.) were
considered as containing REIFICATIONS {extraposed and unextra-
posed). The TIME relationships were considered internnl relation-
ships which, like prepositional phrases, huve not been counted
in the data ana.ysis below.
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Reification and Topicalization

Reification

REIFICATION is a semantic relationship that results in the
embedding of one sentence within another, in contrast to CON-
JUNCTION and RESTRICTION where the sentences appear ir gserial
{ashion, one after the other, usually with some paratactic (AND,
THEN, BUT) or hypotactic connective (IF, SINUE, BECAUSE) between
them. Originally, such sentential complements appeared side by
side with the sentences in which they are now embedded with no
paratactic or hypotactic connectives between them, as these
examples from older English cited by Curme illustrate:

(T) THERE'S GOING TO BE SEVERAL FOLKS TALK TOO MUCH,
SHORTLY.

(U} WHO WAS IT TOLD YOU THAT?
(V) I HAVE DISCOVERED SOMETHING CONCERNS YOU NEARLY.
(W) I BRING i:IM NEWS WILL RAISE HIS DROOPING SPIRITS.

(X) TRUTH IS . . . THE ONLY IMMORTAL THING WAS GIVEN
TO OUR MORTALITY TO USE. (1, pp. :'35-46)

In the course of language development in English, these sentential
complements have become reclated or connected to their main
sentence through some hypotactic connectives that signal the type
of relationships that exist between ine main and complement
sentznces. In English, thrse major types of sentential comple-
ments have evolved: infinitive-clauses, gerundive-clauses, and
noun-clauses. We will begin our investigation into these three
major REIFICATION forms with infinitive-clauses,

Infinitiv2-clauses

Prepcsitional infinitives.--The prepositional infinitive is
not the same as the purposive infinitive, the lutter often taking
the same surface form as tuc fermer. For example, in the sentence:

(Y) I LEFT ° ~ PARTY TO GET TOQ THE AIRFORT ON TIME

the infinitive TO GET is not the prepositional infinitive resulting
from a REIFICATION relationship, but the purposive infinitcive

r-sulting from a PURPOSIVE restriction relationship. The first
two infinitives in the following sentence:
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(Z) 1 WENT TO SEE HIM TC PERSUADE HIM TO LEAVE . . .

are purposive infinitives for they can both be intecpreted an
IN ORDER TO:
(z') 1 WENT IN ORDER TO SEE HIM IN ORDER TO PER-

SUADE HIM TO LEAVE.

The prepositional infinitive appears in student rsientences
like thecse:

(595) I WANT TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE I WANT TO BE A
PLACE-XKICKER . . . .

{594) I EXPECT TO HAVE SO MUCH FUN.

(595) OUR FAMILY TRIES TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME . . . .

The preposition TO has historically meant motion or direction
towards, and was originally the case-signal, along with the
appropriate inflectional ending, for dative nouns in old English,
As the unit TO + simple infinitive, which was originally « dative
noun, began to acquire more verbal character through the centurioes
of language deveclopment, the TO began to lose iiz prepositicnal
force and eventunlly became the case-marker for the dative
infinitive as inflectional endings disappeared and word~order
became the syntactic principle for English sentence organization.
The entire force of the prepositional TO has not been lost,
however, for TO still retains the meaning of direction or movement

towards, though it is towards some point of time in the future in
sentences involving DESIDERATION, EXPECTATION, ENDEAVOR, INDIRECT
REQUEST, INITIATION OF ACTION, DFCISION EDUCATION APPEARANCE,
and JUDGMENT.

The following studeni sentences illustrate sentential
complements (REIFIED EVENTS) after verbs of DESIDERATION (WANT,
WISH, DESIRE, LIKE, LOVE, HATE):

(596) . . . WHO WANTS TO BE A BABY ALL HIS LIFE,
PHYSICALLY AS WELL AS MENTALLY.

{797) SHE L1XES TO TEASE ME A LOT.

(598) AS YOU SEE, I LOVE THE WATER AND LOVE TO TALK
ABOUT IT.

These sentences, along with {593), involve DESIDERATION (or
DESIDERATIVE ACTION), which deal wlth desiring that some par-
ticular EVENT will occur at sone time liter than the moment of
desiring., Sentence (%“94) above illustrates sententinl comple-
mentation (REIFICATION of EVENT) after verbs of EXPECTATION.
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BXPECTATION involves expecting that some particular EVENT will
occur at some time later than the moment of expecting. In both
these cognitive ACTIONS (DESIRING, EXPECTING), there is a futurity-
oricntation in the desired or expected EVENT, which itself is
REIFIED--mzde into a thing-to-be-thought-about. 1In sentences
(593)-(594), this futurity-orientation of the REIFIRD EVENT it
signalled through the TO of the prepositional infinitives: TO

BE LIKE HIM, TO BE A PLACE-KICKER, TO HAVE . . . FUN. 1In a
DESIDERATION sentence like (59%), the REIFICATION relationship
between the ACTION of DESIRING and the desired EVENT involve:s the
same ACTOR in both the ACTION and the EVENT, and thus the prepo-
sitional infinitive--clauses TO BE LIKE HIM and TO BE A PLACE-
KICKER are sufficienk to record the REIFIED EVENTS and their
futurity-orientation. BEven if the activity of desiring were in
the past--i.e., YOU WANTED TO HNAR IT--thc prepositional infinitive
records the futurity-orientaticea of the REIFIED EVENT: YOU

WANTZD TO HEAR IT. Futurity is determined by the very act of
desiring, wishing, wanting, and thus regardless of when the
desiring occurs in time, the desired EVENT is always in the Tluture
from the point of view of the person desiring the EVENT to occur.
If the desired EVENT involves someone other than the person
desiring its occurrence, then the prepositional infinitive will

be preceded by a benefactive NP indicating for whom the BEVENT i
desired. For example, if the desired EVENTS in the above sentence
had been I SHOULD BE LIKE HIM and I SHOULD BE A PLACE-KICKER

and if the desirer Lad been SHE, the prepositionul infinitive
would have been preceded by FOR ME, and the final sentence would
have been something like this:

(593A) SHE WANTS FOR ME TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE SHE
WANTS FOR ME TO BE A PLACE-KICKER

or more commonly {without FOR):

(594B) SHE WANTS ME TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE SHE WAN1. 'E
TO BE A PLACE-KICKER.

This benefactive-NP can appear in the final sentence even wher
the ACTOR in the wain clause is identical with the ACTOR in tl.
REIFICATION-clause., This seems to cccur when the speaker wunts
to emphasize that the desired EVENT is for his own benefit; c¢.p.,
1 WANT FOR ME TO GO HOME, or I WANT ME TO GO HOME.

Sentences {S9%) and (56%) have the same origin, cxcepl U}at
the main VP is one of EXPECTATION in ('94) and EHDEAVOR in (909.°,
The following student sentences illustrate BUDEAVOR :nd EAVREC AT
main VP's and the REIFICATION-clauses that {ollow thenm:

(599) HE MANAGES TO KEEP MJS SPIRITS UP EVEN WHEN LR
IS BEHIND.
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(6Gov) THE STUDENT BODY COF ANY HIGH SCHOOL CANNOT AFFORD
TO HAVE ANY PERSON . . . WHO MAY . . . HOLD UP
THE PROGRESS OF THAT BODY.

(601) . . . IF TEENAGERS ARE READY TO ACT LIKE ADULTS
THEN THEY SHOULD BE TREATED 2S ADULTS.

(607) . . . AND THAT PERSON IS WILLING TO DO THE DUTIES
BOB _LEFT BEHIND.

The TO + infinitive again signals the futurity-orientation of
the REIFIED EVENT with respect to the ACTION of EXPECTING and
TRYING.

In sentences invelving INDIRECT REQUEST, the prepositional
infinitive also indicates the futurity-orientation of the REQUEST
being made. For example, in these student sentences there is an
indirect report of either a direct question or a direct command
(or, more politely, a direct instruction):

(604) . . . I'LL ASK HIM TO TEACH YOU TOO.

(6o04) . . . HE PROBABLY TOLD M1CKEY TO PLAY BASEBALL
WHEN HE GREW UP.

(603) . . . THE STUDENT COUNCIL SIOULD CONTINUE To
URGE HIM TO REALLY WORK.

(606) BOB DEVON HAS PROMISED TO CLEAN UP H1S WORK

The direct discourse underlying sentence (603) is something 1ike
either of these:

(6O3A) SPEAKER [?o HEAREé]: "(PLEASE) TEACH MY FRIEND
T00." )

(603B) SPEAKER [io FLARER]: “WILL YOU TEACH MY FRIEND
TOO?"

Either form is used by native speakers to ask someone for kelp;
depending on the relationship between speaker and hearer, tac
speaker will c:lect the appropriate alternative. The tone of
voice when delivering the reqguest also determinesi the henrer':
response. If the speaker were then to report this conversation

to still another pecrson, he would use the indirect discourse

form in English: T ASKED HIM . . . , I TOLD HIM . . . . The
REIFICATION-clause that follows the indirect question (or command)
is the prepositional infinitive, vith the TO recording the
futurity of t}- original WILL of the direct question or thne
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direct imperative.* The direct discourse of gsentence (604)
might have been either of these:

(GO4A) SPEAKER [TO HEARER]: "MICKEY, (PLEASE) PLAY
BASEBALL WHEN YOU GROW UP."

(6048) SPEAKER |TO HEARER}: "“MICKEY, WILL YOU (PLEASE)
PLAY BASEBALL WHEN YOU GROW UD?"

If this conversation were then reported to a third peizon, the
speaker might use the indirect discourse form: I TUGLD MICKEY

. « « , or I ACKED MICKEY « « .: I TOLD (ASKED) MICKEY TO PLAY
BASEBALL WHEN HE GREW UP. The prepositional infinitive record:
the futurity of the original imperative (or the WILL of the
polite question/command). The strength of the original direct
request is often revealed in the choice of ASK or TELL. TELL
suggests a strong imperative; ASK, a politer imperative. For
example, in I ASKED HIM TO GO TO THE PARTY, the speaker prohably
used the polite imperative (with PLEASE) or the polite nuestion/
command; however, in I TOLD HIM TO GO TO THE PARTY, the speaker
was giving an instruction or a definite command, and undoubtedly
used the strong imperative (without PLEASE) with rising intonation
(frequently reflected in print by an exclamation mark).

In the following student sentences, we see the prepositional
infinitive reflecting the futurity-orientation of the REIFICATION-
clauses fellowing VP's of INITIATING ACTION (BEGIN, GET [3n the
sense of BECOME], START): ’

{607) RIGHT NOW THE LEAVES ON THE TREES ARE BEGINNING
TO CHANGE THEIR COLORS

(608) THE CAR IS GETTING TO LOOK LIKE IT WENT THRCUGH
WORLD WAR 11

(609) MLP™ P 'LE STARTED TO TAKE AN INTEREST IN ME

following VP's of DECISICN (CHOOSE):

{(610) I CHOOSE A--T0O HAVE HIM REMOVED FROM OFFICE

*There can be no doubt of an original WILL in direct
imperatives, for the tag-questioun for such imperatives is always
"WON'T YGU?": "PLEASE HELP ME WITH MY HOMEWORK, WON'T YOU?" LEven
if this were not so, the time-orientation of an imperative is
ilways future, for in delivering an imperative, the spcaker is
always asking for something to be done at a time later than his
command-- :ven though, frequently, the requested action is to be
taken almost immediately after the command i given.
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{611) THE BEST CHOICE WOULD HRAVE TO BE THE ¥.RS'T, 10
HAVE THIS GUY REMOVED FROM OFFICE*

following VI''s ol EDUCATION (TEACH, LEARN):

(GL) . . . THE OTHER STUDENT COULD TEACH HIM 'PO BE
MORE RESFONSIBLE

(615) 1 LEARNED TO WATER SKI THIS SUMMER

following VP's of APPEARANCE (SEEM):

(614) IT WILL SEEM LIKE OLD TIMES TO SKE YOU RUNNING
AROUND AGAIN WITH THE BOYS IN OUR TOWN

(615) THEY SEEMED gg_FEEi PRETTY MUCH THE SAME WAY
YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS DO

and following VP's of JUDGMENT (GREAT, HARD, EASY, RARE, IM-
PORTANT, UNUSUAL, WISE, FAIR, TERRIBLE, GOOD, BEST, FUN, LUCKY):

(61G) IT REALLY IS GREAT FOR YOU TO BE MOVING INTO
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

(617) WHEN PEOPLE ARE ARQUND YOU, IT'5 KI1nD OF HARD
TO KIS5 YOUR MOM.

(618} IT 15 IMPORTANT TO BE TOGETHER IN OUR COUNTRY
TOO.

(619) IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR A FAMILY TO SIT DOWN . . .
AND WATCH A SHOW THE WHOLE FAMILY CAN ENJOY.

(62,0) IN THE END IT WOULD BE MUCH WISER TO STRAIGIITEN
OUT THE BUSINESS WITH THE HELP OF ANOTHER PERSON.

It is important to note that in sentences (614)-(620) the REIFl-
CATION-clauses come at the end of the sentences with a “dummy"

*Both sentences involve infinitival-clauses in npponition-
positions, though thig does nol change their status as REIFI-
CATION-clauses since bolh are simply variunts of these sentencen:

(610A) 1 CHOOSE TO HAVE KIM REMOVED FROM OFFICE
(PLAN A).

(€11A) THE BEST CHOICE WOULD HAVE TO BE TO HAVE THIS

GUY REMOVED FROM OFFICE (THE FIRST PLAM).
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pronoun (usually IT, semetimes THIS) in the "formul subject"
position at the beginning of the sentences, After VP's of
APPEARANCE and JUDGMENT, it is frequent to employ the topicali-
zation device known as extraposition, which moves "reavy subjects!
(like noun-clauses and infinitive-clauses) to the terminal
position in English sentences. It is probably worth noting that
the only type of student difficulty with infinitive-clauses of
this type cccurred in this sentence:

(671) *. . « SINCE THERE 1S NO ACCURATE ACCOUNTING IT
COULD BE EASY OF ANY LOAFER TO DO

where the failure of the benefactive FOR to appear before the
ACTOR-NP in the infinitive-clause (an apparent requirement when
the ACTOR in the KEIFICATION-clause is not identical with the
ACTOR in the main EVENT-clause) i3 the only inappropriate form
in the sentence.

It is interesting to note that VP's of DESIDERATION,
EXPECTAT1CN, and INDIRECT REQUEST can also be jollowed Ly noun-
clauses containing modals that imply futurity with respect to the
time of the VP. For example, these sentences containing INDIRECT
REQUEST VP's:

(AA) 1 TOLD HIM TO SEE YOU AT THE PAKTY
{BB} I ASKED HIM TO HELP MBE WITH MY HOMEWORK

could also have appeared with noun-clauses containing modal:
implying futurity:

(¢cC) 1 TOLD HIM THAT HE SHOULD SEE YOU AT THE PARTY.

(DP) 1 ASKED HIM IF HE WOULD HELP ME WITH MY
HOMEWORK.

Alco, the following sentences centaining EXPECTATION VP's:
{(EE) 1 IIOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE PARTY
(FF) 1 EXPECT TO SEE YOU AT THE PARTY

vould have appeared as:
{GG) I HOPE THAT 1 WILL SEE YOU AT THE PARTY.

(Hi? I EXPECT THAT I WILL SEE YOU AT THE PARTY.

The orevositionad infinitive may therefore be conciderad an oo
alterniate varianl ot noun-clauses containing modals that imply
Q 248
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futurity, where the TO of {he preponitional infinitive record: the
futurity originally reflected in the modal auxiliary of the noun-
clause.

Simple infinitives.--The simple infinitive appears after
any auxiliary or modal verb that reflects a meaning other than
the simple past or present indicative statement. These auxili~
aries and modals now carry whatever tense and number indicaticns
are demanded by meaning and surface concord, leaving the simple
infinitive to record the ACTION or STATE-OF-CONDITION of the
thought being processed: In English the simple infinitive may
follow the auxiliaries BE, DO, and4 HAVE, and the modals WILL,
SFALL, WOULD, SHOULD, CAN, COULD, MAY, MIGHT, MUST, OUGHT TO,
HAVE TO, BE TO, GET TO, NEED TO, DARE TO, . . . .

The simple infinitive also appears as the REIFIED EFFECT
following a CAUSAL VP in such student sentences as these:

(6°) HIS SKIN IS A DEEP COPPERY COLOR, WIIICH WOULD
MAKE . . . THE GIRLS SWOON.

(6:4) . . . I'LL WAIT AND LET YOU SEE THEM YOURSELF
WHEN YOU COME.

(624) HE HELPS HIS BROTHERS TAKE APART A 1952 AND PUT
IT BACK TOGETHER.

It is interesting to note that in such sentences as these:

(67%) HE FORCED ME TO DO MY HOMEWORK BLTORE I WATCHED
TV

(626) HE ALLOWED ME TO WATCH TV BEFORE 1 DID MY lOME-
WORK

(627) FIRST HAVE SOME PERSON WHO 15 EFFICIENT HELP HIM
TO GET HIS NOTES . . . BACK IN ORDER AND UP TO
DATE

the simple infinitive is preceded by the preposition TO--the
signal for futurity-orientation in the REIFIED EVENT. In any
CAUSE-EFFECT relationshiy, the EFFECT will always occur later
than the CAUSE; therefor:, therc is always an element of futurity
in the EFFECT. In the case of the VP HELP, perhaps the duration
of the REIFIED EFFECT over a relatively long pceriod of time is
what accounts for the prepositional infinitive in sentence (6°7),
while the relatively short duration of the REIFIED EFFECT accounts
for the simple infin*ive in (62%). This loag-range/short-range
distinction do2s not explain why only the simple infinitive
arpears after MAKE and LET in senten-es (67°2) and (6°%), nor why
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only the prepositional infinitive appears after the syninymous
FORCE and ALLOW of sentences (625) and (626). There is just as
much futurity implied in MAKE and LET as in FORCE and ALLOW, a
futurity that would make the prepositional infinitive the expected
REIFICATION, rather than the simple infinitive. Possibly MAKE,
LET, and even HELP are becoming modals like WILL, SHALL, SHOULD,
WOULD, CAN, COULD, MAY, HIGHT and MUST. If so, this would account
for the presence of the simple infinitive after MAK3, LET and
short-range HELP, rather than the prepositional infinitive, LET
certsinly resembles MAY (and CAN in speech) in its meaning of
PERMISSION, and may by analogy be drifting into the same modal
construction expected of MAY (CAN). The drift of HAVE TO, GET TO,
and OUGHT TO into the modal group suggests that modals are a
still-developing linguictic category in English. There are
several othcrs like HELP whose status as wodals io ambiguous:

DARE z2nd NEED. When operating as modals, they seem to require

the simple in’initive; however, when operating as VP's in their
own right, they seem to require the prepositional infinitive:

{I1) HE DARE THREATEN ME. / HE DARES TO THREATEN ME.
(JJ) HE NEED ONLY STUDY. / HE NEEDS ONLY TO STUDY.

Perhaps MAKE and LET have also become modals and therefore always
take the simple infinitive; perhaps FORCE and ALLOW are still
VP's and therefore require the prepositional infinitive. On the
other hand, perhaps HELP is sometimes a modal and sometimes a

VP (like DARE and NEED), taking the simple infinitive when a
modal and the prepositional infinitive when a VP. The prepo-
sitional infinitive after FORCE, ALLOW, and HELP (when a VP)
records the futurity implicit in such CAUSE-EFFECT rclationships.

In the following sentences, however, there is no sense of
modality in the VP's of SAW and HEARD:

(KK) 1 SAW HIM LEAVE THE SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT.

(LL) I HEARD HIM RING THE DOORBELL.
fet these VP's are fnllowed by simple infinitives, aot prepe-
sitional infinitives; in fact, they cannot be intcrpreted as
prepositional infinitives:

(MM) *I SAW HIM TO LEAVE THE SCENE OF THE ACCI1DENT.

(NN) *1 HEARD HIM TO RING THE DOORBELL.
what we have here in these simple infinitive-clauses are PERCEIVED
EVENTS, EVENTS that have been witnessed by two of the physical

senses. SEE ir sentence (KK) does not mean UNDERSTAND, for that
relationship cion only be rendered through A noun-clausc: 1 SAW

250

200



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

THAT HE ARRIVED LAST NIGHT cannot be interpreted as meaning that
the speaker was physically SEEING that EVENT occur. Incerestingly
enough, there are sentences like the following which refer to

the same EVENTS:

(00) I SAW HIM LEAVING THE SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT.
(PP) I HTARD HIM RINGING THE DOORBBLL.

PERCEIVED EVENTS, then, are EVENTS that have actually occurred,
rather than EVENTS that may occur at a future time; therefore,

the unacceptability of the prepositional infinitives in centences
(MM) and (NN) follows from the lack of any futurity in the REIFIED
EVENTS. The difference between the appearance of the simple
infinitives in sentences (KK) and (LL) and the gerundives in
sentences (00) and (PP) seems to be whether the EVENT is perceived
as taking place at the timas of the VP (durative) or whether the
EVENT is perceived as having been completed (point-action). If
the PERCEIVED EVENT is thought of as simultaneous in time with Lhe
VP, then the gerundive is the appropriate form of the REIFIED
PERCEIVED EVENT; if the PERCEIVED EVENT is thought of when it

has been completed, then the simple infinitive is the approgpriate
form of the REIFIED EVENT. 1In summary, simple infinitives, then,
as REIFIED EVENTS, refer to EVENTS that have occurred; prepo-
sitional infinitives as REIFIED EVENTS, refer only to future
EVENTS relative to the main EVENT being recorded.

Gerundive-clauses.--Since we can perceive EVENTS that arec
ongoing, continuously occurring during the time in which we
perceive them, it does not seem unreasonable to attribute a
meaning of DURATION to gerundive-clauses following PERCEPTION
YP's, as this seventh grader's sentence illustrates:

(628) IT WILL SEEM LIKE OLD TIMES TO SEE YOU RUNNING
AROUND AGAIN WITH THE BOYS IN OUR TOWN.

In contrast, this seventh grader's sentence contains a PERCEPTION
VP followed by a REIFIED EVEHT whose ACTION has been completed:

(629) I CAN'T WAIT TO SEE YOUR FAMILY MOVE IN.
Some gerundive-clauses after PERCEPTION VP's illustrate
that the idea implicit in the main proposition VP is “ime-

oriented:

(630) ACTUALLY WE DO SPFND MOST OF CUR TIME WATCUING
TELEVISION.

(6.1) WE DO SPEND A LOT OF TIME TOGETHER ENJOYING
T.V. . . .
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SPEND TIME means to use up a finite period of time by 1oing
something. There are other sentences in which the main propo-
sition VP is5 one of three points on a time-continuum that applics
to ACTIONS that start, continue, and end--i.e., DOING SOMETHING:

(G5°) OUR TEACHERS HAVE NOT STARTED LOADING US DOWN
WITH HOMEWORK.

{(6354) I YOU WOULD CONTINUE URGING HJM TO BE PROMPT
HE WOULDN'T DO ANYTHING.

(€3%) YOU CANNOT KZEP HOUNDING AT A BOY TO DO SOMETHING.

(655) 1 STOPPED READING TQO WATCH TELEVISION.

(636) . . . THE OTHER STUDEI'T WOULD PROBABLY END UP
DOING IT FOR HIM.

(637) HE IS KEEPING HIS SCHOOL FROM HAVING ITS RECORDS
UP TO DATE.

(6:8) HE'S FAMOU3 BECAUSE HE SAVED NOTRE DAME FROM
LOSING A GAME.

Main proposition VP's like that in (6%°) refer to the beginning
point of tihe DURATIVE ACTION recorded in the gerundive-clause,
Main proposition VP':s like those in (653} and (634) refer to the
continuation of the DURATIVE ACTION in the REIFIED EVENT. Main
proposition VE's like those in (635) and (636) refer to the «¢ad
point aof the DURATIVE ACTION in the REIFIED EVENT. Finally, main
proposition VP's like those in (637) and (638) refer to the pre .
vention of the DURATIVE ACTION in the REIFIED EVENT f{rom ever
occurring at all. The gerundive:, then, in these REIFIED EVENTS,
refer to DURATIVE ACTIONS--ACTIONS that take time to complete and
that are thought of as beginning, continuing, and finally termi-
nating.

There are still other DURATIVE ACTIONS that take place
concurrently with other ACTIONS, and these relationships renult
in gerundive-clauses of the type illustrated by these student
sentences:

(649) I THINK THE BEST LINE OF ACTION TO TAKE WOULD
BE PLAN D (SIT JT OUT, WAITING FOR THE END OF
THE TERM WHEN NEW OFFICERS WIIL BE ELECTED . . .)

(Gh0) USUALLY 1 AM OUT IN THE BACK YARD PLAYING GAMES
WITH MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS.
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(641)  YOU SAID PARENTS GO OUT TO PARTIES AND ARE
SITTING AROUND W:TCHING TELEVISION ALL DAY.

(64,) WE HAVE FUN TOGETHER PLAYING, TALKING AND DOING
MANY OTHER THIiNGS. - o

(645) 1IN A FEW HOURS ALAN B. SHEPHERD JR. WOULD BE
IN SPACE, TRAVELING AT 5,180 MILES PEX HOUR.

(644) IT's SO FUNNY, BECAUSE HE GOES HOME CRYING.

There are also DURATIVE ACTIONS that are the nbjects of human
cognition--they are "things-to-be-thought-about." For example,
there are DURATIVE ACTIONS that are PREFERRED cnes (ENJOY, LIKE,
LOVE, EAGER TO), and these PREFERBRED DURATIVE ACTIONS are REIFIED
as gerundive-clauses, 35 thesce ztudent sentences illustrate:

(G/4)  YOU WILL ENJOY MOVING [iE4E BECAUSE THERE ARE
MANY ¥FRIEND3 IN THE NET7Z3HBORHOOD.

(6G) T L1KE BEING WITH MY FAMILY A LOT.

(G47) I'M LOCKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU AGAIN . . . .

Finally, there are DUPATIVE ACTIONS that are JUDGED by human beings
as being GOOD, BAD, WORTHY, USELESS, FAIR, UNFAIR, IMPORTANT,
UNIMPORTANT, UNUSUAL, COMMON, WISE, or STUPID things to be

doing, as thece student sentences illustrate:

(648) FIRST OF L1, URGING HIM TO BE PROMPT AND ACCURATE
IN WRITING MINUTES AND KEEPING TdE STUDENT BODY'S
ACCOUNTS WOULD BE USELESS « « .« &

(649) 1 THINK SITTING IT OUT WOULD BE THE MOST STUPID
MOVE . « . .

(650) IT WOULDN'T HURT PUTTING IN A NEW PERSON FOR HIS
POSITION . « » &

(651) IT IS VERY IMPORTANT LERE IN THE UNITED 3TAToS
«+ - « BEING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY.

| (652) IT IS NTCE HEARING FROM YOU AGAIN.

(655) 1T IS NOT TRUE ABOUT EATING SEPARATELY . . . .

de note that in sentences “750)-(65%), like infinitival-clanses
following main proposition VP's of JUDGMENT, the more frequent

| surface scatence is the one which extraposes the gerundive-clauvue
to the terminal position in the sentence. In fact, it was a
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faulty extraposition of a gerundive-clause that revealec students!
difficulty with gerundive-clauses:

(654) *IN GETTING A HELPEL, IT'S NOT AS EMBARRASSING
AS BEING REMOVED FROM OFFIGE.

In this eleventh grader's sentence, what is NOT AS EMBARRASSING
AS BEING REMGVED FROM OFFICE is simply GETTING A HELPER, not IN
GETTING A HELPER. The faulty construction seems to be modeled
after the extrapcsition device in which a “dummy'-pronoun
(usually IT) is introduced to fill the "formal NP-rubject'-slot
vacated by thc gerundive-clause when it is extraposed to the

end of the sentence. In sentence (654}, however, the gerundive-
clause is moved forward, not backward, a preposition (IN) now
precedes the gerundive-clause, and a "dummy"-IT is introduced
which can only refer to the entire unit preceding it (preposition
+ gerundive-clause)}; the result is that the meaning of sentence
(654) is no longer synonymous with its original version:

{6544) GETTING A HELPER IS NOT AS EMBARRASSING AS BEING
REMOVED FROM OFFICE.*

There is i complicating factor involved with the REIFICATION
of durative ACTIONS, for the ACTION may be thought of either as
fact or as event, depending on the meaning of the main propo-
sition VP. For example, VP's of sensory perception (SEE, HEAR,

« « +) take events as REIFICATIONS, not facts, for one perceives
only events that are occurring. On the other hand, VP's of data.
reception or .transmission (TELL, REPORT, HEAR ABOUT, LEARN) take
facts as REIFICATIONS, not events, for one report: or hears

about only facts. Still othsr VP's, like those of emotional
response (SURPRISE, AMAZE, ASTONISH, . . .) take both facts and
events as REIFICATIOLS, since one can react emotionally to cither
facts or pvents.

According to Zeno Vendler, the grammatical form of the
REIFICATION reflects this difference between fr<t and event:
incomplete nominalizations are factive; complete nominalizations
are eventive (11), Therefore, gerundivization is either complete
or incomplete, depending on whether the REIFICATION required by
the main proposition VP is factive or eventive. Incomplete
gerundivization of a potential REIFICATION sentential like JOHN
RING DOORBELL would result in JOHN'S RINGING THE DOORBELL, JOHN'S
HAVING RUNG THE DOORBELL, JOHN'S BEING ABLE T® RING THE DOORBELL,

*One of the rcquirements underlying any surface variattion
of sentences in that the oripginal meaning be preserved, cven
thoupgh the voariant may result in & different focusn or cemphanic
than the original,
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JOHN'S RINGING THE DOORBELL PERSISTENTLY--depending on the modal,
auxiliary, tense, and restrictive qualifiers of the ACTION of
RINGING THE DOORBELL. Complete gerundivization of the same
sentential would result in JOHN'S RINGING OF THE DOORBELL, JOHN'S
ABILITY TO RING THE DOORBELL, JOHN'S PERSISTENT RINGING OF THE
DOORBELL. The complete gerundive cannot have nodals, tenses,
auxiliaries, or restrictive qualifiers included in it. If modals
can be nominalized (as BE ABLE TO into ABILITY TO), and if adverbs
can be adjectivized (as PERSISTENTLY into PERSISTENT), they may
appear in the complete gerundives; auxiliaries; and tenses, however
can never appear in complete gerundives. Thus, complete gerundives
are entirely nouns (NP's)}, for they may be accompanied by geni-
tives and adjectives, just like any other noun (NP); incomplecte
rerundives are still verbal (VP's) for they may be accompanied

by modals, auxiliaries, tenses and restrictive qualifiers, just
like any other verb (VP).

That the form of the gerundivizztion depends entirely upon
whether facts or events are associated with the main proposition
VP can be illustrated with this prototypical sentence:

(QQ) I VP (JOHN SANG THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER . . .).

If the VP in the main proposition is a sensory-perception VP
like HEAR, the gerundive REIFICATION will be complete (JOHN'S
SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER . . .), reflecting that
sensory-perception VP's take only eventive REIFICATIONS:

(RR) I HEARD JOHN'S SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER.

(83) I HEARD JOHN'S BEAUTIFUL SINGING OF THE STAR
SPANGLED BANNER.

If the VP in the main proposition is a data-reception VP like

HEAR ABOUT, the gerundive REIFICATION will be incomplate (JOHN'5
SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER - . . ), reflecting that data-
reception {and -transmission) VP's takec only factive REIFICAT1ONS:

(Pr) 1 HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER.

{UU) I HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S HAVING SUNG THE O5TAR
SPANGLED BANNER.

(Vv) 1 PEARD ABOUT JOHN'S SINGING (HAVING SUNG) THE
STAR SPANGLED BANNER BEAUTIFULLY.

With these examples, however, an oversimplification was
introduced in order to make the contrast more evident between
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the REIFICATION forms of incomplete and complete gerundivizaticn.
It is more likely that HEAR exists both as a nensory-perception

VP and a data-reception VP and that ABOUT is a factive sipnal in
the surface sentence in much the same way as TUAT i5 in factive
noun-clauses. For example, if the data-reception HEAR i the main
proposition VP, then the REIFICATION may appear as a factive
noun-clause:

(Ww) 1 HEARD THAT JOHN SANG THE STAR SPANGLED BANHER
(BEAUTTFULLY).

Tiie factive noun-clause is signalled in the surface sentence by
THAT (or sometimes THE FACT THAT); when the data being received
takes the factive noun-clause form, all modal, tense, auxiliary
and restrictive qualifiers appear in their ordinary forms and
positions. Thus the factive noun-clause is one grammatical lorm
of incomplete REIFICATION, and it is generally interchangeable
with the incomplete gerundive-clause as the REIFICATION form after
data-reception and -transmission VP's. As noted, the incomplete
gerundive-clause has a signal resembling the THAT (THE FACT THAT)
of the factive noun-clause--the preposition ABOUT. The factive
noun-clause and the incomplete gerundive-clause are thus alternate
variants of the same meaning:

1 HEARL THAT JOHN SANG I HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S
THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER = SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED
BEAUTIFULLY BANNER BEAUTIFULLY

The REIFICATION-clause may contain indefinite reference to
some circumstance of the EVENT's occurrence--time, place, manner,
- « « « For example, if the REIFICATION refers to the fact of
the EVENT itself, a factive noun-clause appears:

{XZ4) I HEARD ABOUT THE FACT (HAT JOHN SANG THE STAR
SPANGLED BANNER BEAUTIFULLY.

On the other hand, if the focus in the REIFICATION-clause is
upon the manner in which the singing occurred, a manner noun-

clause appears:

(Yf) 1 H=ZARD ABOUT HOW JOHN SANG THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER

or an appositional manner noun-clause following the category
manner NP THE WAY:

(24) 1 HEARD ABCUT THE wAY (THAT) JOIIN SANG THE
STAR SPANGLED BANNER.

‘The ranner ncun-clauses in sentences (YY) and (22) seem to hove
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alternative perundive-clause variants:

(AA ) 1 HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S BEAUTIFUL SINGING OF THE
STAR SPANGLED BANNER.

(BBl) I HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER.

Hote the appearance of the complete gerundive-clause in these
varionts of manner noun-clauses. Thus it appears that THE FACT
THAT and ABOUT + incomplete gerundive are surface variants of
each other, while THE WAY THAT/HOW und ABOUT + complete gerundive
are surface variants of each other.* Pure fact seems to bve
represented by the incomplete gerundive preceded by ABOUT (where
ABOUT is the factive signalj, while factivized circumstaaces are
represented by the complete gerundive also preceded by ABOUT (the
fauctive signal). Apparently, the factive signal in ABOUT over-
rides the pure eventiveness of the complete gerundive when it iy
used to distinguish factive circumstances of EVENTS from the
factiveness of EVENTS themselves.

Contrast the tolerance of the data-reception HEAR (which
can take either complete or incomplete perundive-clauses after
the factive preposition ABOUT) with the strictness of the sznsory-
perception HEAR: only complete gerundive-clauses can follow
sensory-perception HEAR. For example,

(CCl) I HEAED JOHN'S SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER

is the only rerundive-clause that can appear here, for

(DDl) *I HEARD JOHN'S SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER

*It is interesting to note that the hearer's response to
each utterance differs. 1In the case of I HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S
SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER, the hearer is likely to in-
quire, AND HOW WAS IT?, or WAS IT GOOD OR POOR? However, in the
case of I HEARD ABOUT JOHN'G SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER, his
response is likely to be, OH, DID HE NOW?; or OH, HE DID?; or HOW
DID HE DO?; or DID HE SING WELL? Notice that the pronoun in the
latter is HE (with the corresponding pro-verb DO), while in the
former, the pronoun is IT (and the verb the copula BE), 1In short,
with the complete gerund1V1zat10n, SINGING in perceived as an NP
for which a neuter pronoun must be used; with the incomplete
rerundivization, SINGING is perceived as a VP for whose agent a
persbnal pronoun must be used and for which the pro-verb DO may
be subslituled.
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is unacceptable. The necessary concurrence of the perceiving

and the singing is a feature requicing the complete gerundive and
blocking thz incomplete gerundive: the distinction here is
between event and fact, for focts are reported after the oc-
currence of the EVENT they are corcerned with, not concurrent
with it. Note also that ABOUT is required with data-reception
HEAR and refused by sensory-perception HEAR; thus, the essentinl
factiveness of data-reception REIFICATIONS and the essential
eventiveness of sensory~rerception REIFICATIONS is confirmed.

We have distinguished three types of gerundive-clauses,
as illustrated by these sentences:

(EEl) I HEARD JOHN SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER.

(FFl) I HEARD ABOUT JOHN'S SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER.

(GGl) I HEARD JORN'S SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED
BANNER.

Sentence (EEl) illustrates what we call the descriptive gerundive-
clause; (FFl) illustrates the factive gerundive-clause; and (GGl),
the eventive gerundive-clause. The descriptive gerundive-clause
of sentence (EEl) can be interpreted as I HEARD JOHN WHILE (AS)

HE WAS SINGING THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER. The factive gerundive-
ciause of sentence (FF1) can be interpreted as I HEARD ABOUT THE
FACT THAT JOKN SANG THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER. The eventiive
gerundive-clause of (GGl) can be interpreted :s I HEARD THE
SINGING OF THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER BY JOHN.

Thus we note that descriptive gerundive-clauses and TIME-
restriction-clauses {of the concurrent ACTION type) may be al-
ternative grammatical forms for expressing the semantic relation-
ship of REIFICATICN OF COWCURRENT DURATIVE ACTIONS. Factive
gerundive-clauses and noun-clauses may be alternate grammatical
forms for expressing the semantic relationship of REIFICATION OF
DURATIVE COMPLETED EVENTS. We further note the parallel variants
between representations of pure fact (£active noun-clausec and
ABOUT + incomplete gerundive-clauses) and circumctantial factive
representations (mannggJ time, place, . . . noun-clauses and ABOUT
+ complete gerundive-clauses). Finally, we note ths' eventive
rerundive-clauses are the only grammatical reupresentntions of the
semantic relationship ¢ SENSORY PERCEPTION OF CONCURREMT DURATIVE
EVENTS.

Loun-clauses.--Noun-clauses as a form of RUIFICATIGN nre
the surface representation of talking about things-in-the-world--

facts or fact-like depositions (reasons, results, consequences,
. « ) about events or circumstances of their occurrence {manner,

ERIC 258

c)r—“\



place, time, degree of intensity, . . .). According ts Vendler,
noun-clauses are imperfect nominalizations (REIFICATIOJS), and
zre about events, rather than referring directly to the events
themselves (4h), Noun-clauses, as illustrated by the following
student sentences, occur most frequently after main proposition
VP's of COGNITION:

(655) DID YOU KNOW WE CHANGED THE NAME OF OUR STREET

(656) . . . IT JUST SHOWS THAT YOU WERE LUCKY ENOUGHE TO
MAKE IT THROUGH 12 YEARS OF SCHOOLING

(657) THEN I FOUND WHEN I MOVED HERE THAT ONE DAY CAME
RIGHT AFTER THE OTHER

{658) I REMEMBER ON OUR VACATION, ONE YEAR, YOU AND I
WERE FOREVER IN THE WATER

(659) I THINK THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE BEST HALFBACKS
IN THE LFEAGUE

Y

fter main proposition VP's of VOJLITION (DESIDERATION, EXPEC-
ATION):

<)

(660) I WISH WE HAD MORE MEN LIKE HIM IN THE WORLD
TODAY o

{661) 1 WISH THAT I WAS HIM . . .

(662) I HOPE I HAVE ANSWERED YOUR QUESTION WELL
ENOUGH . . .

and after main proposition VP's of INDIRECT DISCOURSE (REQUEST,
REPORT ) :

{663) MY MOTHER SAID THAT IT WAS A NICE ONE.

(664) HE JUST ACTS LIKE A GENTLEMAN AND ADMITS HE
DID IT.

(665) TELL EVERYBODY MY FAMILY AND I SAID HI.

Noun-clauses, as illustrated by the following student sentences,
occur most frequently before main proposition VP's of EMOTIONAL
RESPONSE:

(606) IT WAS VERY SAD FOR EVERYONE IN THE UNITED STATES
WHEN HE WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN DALLAS, TEXAS*

*Before extraposition was applied to this sentence the
noun-clause was before the main proposition VP,
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and before main propozition VP'c of JUDGMENTAL RESPONSE:

(667) 1IT'S VERY IMPORTANT THAT AN AMERICAN FAMILY IS
TOGETHER.*

(663) IT 1S TRUE THAT LIFE IN AMERICA 1S DIFFERENT
FROM LIFE IN EUROPE.*

The most striring feature of the main proposition VP's after or

before which noun-clauses appear as REIFICATION-clauses is that

they involve huran intellectual or emotional activity--the human
response_to things (events)-in-the-world,

The prototype-sentence used to illustrate the REIFICATION
relationship resulting in gerundive-clauses can be used again
here to illustrate the REIFICATION relationship resulting in
noun-clauses:

(HH') 1 VP (JOHN RANG DOORBELL . . .).

If it is true that noun-clauses result from the REIFICATION of
some human being's mental (intellectual or emotional) response

to :some EVENT, then this response is either to the fact of the
EVENT's occurrence-in-the-world, or to a fact about come circum-
stance of its occurrence (its manner, its place, its time, iks
degree of intensity). The proto-sentence above represents the
reference to the pure fact of an EVENT: THE FACT THAT JOIN RANG
THE DOORBELL. As pure fact, it can be asserted or denied, be-
lieved or doubted, remembered or forgotten, mentioned, stated,
imagined, expressed, contradicted. As pure fact, it has only onec
grammatical form: the factive noun-clause. Factive noun-clauses
occur after any of the mental responses catalogued above:

ASSERTED
DENIED
BELIEVED
DOUBTED
REMEMBERED
FORGOT
(IIJ) I M"NTIONED THAT JOHN RANG THE DOOREELL.
STATED
IMAGINED
SAID
KNOW
ARGUED

. . -~

*Before extraposition was applied to this sentence the
noun-~thuse was before the main prorosition VP,
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THAT is quite clearly the faclive connective in surface noun-
clauses; significantly enough, THE FACT THAT is often an alterna-
tive connective for THAT in noun-clauses.

Although the factivized EVENTS presented so far in our
discussion have nearly always involved EVENTS that have already
occurred (and so the tense of the VP in the REIFICATION-clause
has been the past tense), not all factivized EVENTS have already
occurred, as sentences (667) and (868) above indicate. The
following student sentences further illustrate that EVENTS-to-
be-REIFIED can be timeless (in the generalized precent tense)
after COGNITION VP's:

(669) I GUESS IT'S NORMAL FOR AN ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD

(670) I BELIEVE STEP "A" IS5 THE BEST POSSIBLE SOLUTION
TO THIS PROBLEM

(671) I FEEL BOB IS MUCH LIKE PRESIDENT R. GLEEPER

(672) + « . 1 THINK HE IS ONE QF THE . . . BEST BASKET-
BALL PLAYERS OF THE WORLD

(673) BOB KNOWS HE ISN'T DOING A GOOD JOB AND ISN'T
REFORMING

(674) THIS MIGHT SHOW HIM THAT HE REALLY HAS BEEN
NEGLECTING HIS DUTIES

zfter VOLITION VP's:

(67%) I HOPE YOU ARE HAPPY WHEN YOU COME, AND WHEN
YOU'RE HERE I HOPE YOU STAY HAPPY

(676) I HOPE YOU LIKE IT DOWN HERE

and after INDIRECT DISCOURSE VP's:

(697) THE GOVERNMENT SAYS YOU ARK MATURE ENOUGH TO
AKE ORDERS . . . .

(678) . . . I AM NOT SAYING EVERY TEENAGER WHO HAS AN
AFTER-SCHOOL JOB OR A REGULAR JOB IS HATURE.

(679) TELL YOUR FRIENDS LIFE IN AMERICA IS MUCH LIKE
THAT IN EUROPE.

(680) TELL YOUR FRIENDS THAT SOME OF IT IS TRUE AND
SOME IS NOT.
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Not only can EVENTS-to-be-REIFLED be timeless {when
reneralizations are being drawn about the EVENT), but liey cun
also be projected into the future or into hypotheticrl conjecture
about the future. These student sentences illustrate the modnlity
(real future or hypothetical future) that appears in REIFIED
EVENTS following COGNITION VP!s:

(+81) TI'LL BET YOU TEN TO ONE YOU WILL LIKE IT BETTER
THAN YOUR OLD NEIGHBORHOOD

(68.) . . . 1 BELIEVE THAT THE MAJORITY COULD BE
CONSIDERED AS ADULTS

(G8%) HE'LL JUST FIGURE YOU WOULDN'T HAVE THE NERVE
TO DO ANYTHING

(684) 1 FEEL THAT NO ONE CAN DO THE JOB FOR YOU IF
YOU CAN'T DO IT YOURSELF

(68,) 1 MEAN A PERSON CAN'T HAVE SMOOTH SAILING ALL
THROUGH HIS LIFE

{636) MAYBE SOME PEOPLE WILL LEARN YOU CAN'T TAXE A
PERSON BY HIS POPULARITY OLLY

(687) I KNOW YOU WILL BE UNHAPPY THAT YOU ARE MOVING

{688) THIS YEAR, 'THOUGH, ALL RED SOX FANS ARE CONFIDENT
THAT THEY WILL BE THE WORLD CHAMPIONS IN OCTOBER

following VOLITION VF's:

(689) I WISH I COUL.D BE TOM ULRICH

(690) 1 WISH THAT I COULD PITCH AS GOOD AS HE COULD

(691) WE KOPE THAT YOU'LL ENJOY THESE ACTIVITIES

(69./) I HOPE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND MK
S “ ol

and following INDIRECT DISCOURSE VP's:

(695) BOB HAS PROMISED TiME AFTER TIME THAT HE WOULD
DO HIS WORK . . . .

(694) 1 WOULD RECOMMEND THAT SOMEONE MOKRE EFFICIENT
COULD HELP BOB « « « «

(b)) . . . HE SAYS HE CAN'T WAIT TO Uik YOU . . . .
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It is interesting to note that so far i all the noun-
clauses considered, the factive connective (THAT) is either
explicitly stated or implicitly present (for it can be supplied
if there is any doubt about the facticity of the REIFICATION.
clause). There are, however, noun-clauses in which the explicit
connective is IF, not THAT; for example, these student sentencer;
{1lustrate the use of IF as A noun-clause connective after
COGNITION VP's:

(696) 1 WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF YOUR FRIENDS EVER VISITED
AMERICA

(697) WONDER IF EUROPE IS AS NICE A PLACE AS AMERICA

— =

(698) WHEN I HAVE NO SCHOOL, I GO DOWN THE BLOCK 'TO
SEE IF MY FRIEND CAN PLAY

after INDIRECT DISCOURSE VP's:

(699) ONCE HE WAS ASKED IF NATE THURMOND WAS 1HE BEST
CENTER

and both before and after JUDGMENTAL VP's:

(#/00) IT WOULDN'T BE FAIR TO ANYONE IF THEY KEPT 1M
IN OFFICE . . .

(701) WHEN HE IS UP AT BAT HE CAN TELL IF IT IS GOING
TO BE GOOD OR NO GOOD.

We note that IF appears as a noun-clause connective when the
REIFIED EVENT is hypothetically presenting mutually exclusive
alternatives--when IF can be interpreted as WHETHER CR NOT.

In addition to factive noun-clauses as REIFICATIONS of
mental response VP's in main propositions, there exist circum-

stantial noun-clauses which refer to particular details or

circumstances of the factivized EVENT. The focus of the speaker's
mental response is upon the fact of some localized circumstance

or detail of the EVENT, rather than upon the fact of the occurrence
of the EVENT itself. However, beyond pointing to the fact of the
manner, time, place, . . . of the EVENT's occurrence, this focun
is not svecific. For example, in a sentence like T KNOW WHO RANG
THE DOORBELL, the circumstantial noun-clause (WHO RANG THE
DOORBELL) indicates that the focus of the speaker is upon the
person who rang the doorbell. In a sentence like 1 KNOW WHEN

JOHIl RANG THE DNORBELL, the circumstantial noun~clause indicatus
that the speaker's focus is upon the time of John's ringing of

the doorbell. Similarly, in a sentence like I KNOW HOW JOHN RANG
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THE DOORBELL, the spraker's focus is upon the manner in which
John rang the doorbell. What we notice in each ot these noun-
clauses i5 that the connective raveals what particular circum-
stance of knowledge of information about the BVENT is being
emphasized by the speaker. For axumple, this seventh grader':
sentence illustrates that the circumstance being focused upon in
PERSON (Wl0):

{70.) 1 GUESS [ HAD BETTER TELL YOU WHO YOU WILL IIAVE
FOR WHAT. -

The following stulent sentences illustrate the focal pouint of
REASON (WHY):

{704) HOW YOU SKEE WHY I WOULD WANT TO BE LIKE HIM

(704) STUDENTS WANT TO KNOW WHERE ALL THE MONEY IS
GOING AND WHY

while these illustrate the focal point of MANNER (HOW):

(705) WRITE AND TELL ME HOW YOUR FRIENDS FEEL ABOUT
AMERICAN FAMILIES NOW

{706) 350 1 . . . WROTE TO YOU TO TELL YOU HOW HAPPY
I WAS

and these illustrate the focal point of circumstance of TIME
(WHAT TIMEZ, HOW INFREQUENT):

{707) AT QUR HOUSE, MY BROTHER AND 1 BOTH KNOW WHAT
TIME DINNER IS

(708) REMEMBER HOW 1NFREQUENT THE FIELD TRIFS WERE

and these illustrate the focal veoint of circumstance of PLACE
(WHERE):

{(709) + + « 1 WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHERE THEY GOT THEIR
INFORMATION

{710) STUDENTS WANT TO KNOw WHERE ALL THE MONEY IS
GOING AND WHY

4nd, finally, these illustrate the focal point of OBJECT, ACTION,
or EVENT {(WHAT):

('711) PEOPLE ARE SOMETIMES FORTY YEARS OLD BEFCRE THEY
REAL1ZS WHAT TRUE MATURITY 1IS.
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(71:) I GUESS I HAD BETTER TELL YOU WHO YOU UILL HAVE
FOR WHAT . . . .

It is true thut in a sentence like T FORGOT WHO RANG THE
DCORBELL, the speaker no longer has the knowledge of the identity
of the person ringing the ‘oortell, while in o gsentence like |
KNOW WHO RANG THE DOORBELL, he i: withholding the knowledge of
the identity of the doorbell-ringer from the hearcr. Apparently
then, indefiniteness, or lack of specificity, about the circum=-
stance of the person's identity occurs whether the speaker knows
the particular details or not. The factive connective WHO
reveals that the general nature of the localized focus is upon a
person, leaving the specific details of tlie person's identity
unspecified in each case, though for different reascons in each
case.

In the proto-sentence (I VP [EVENT: JOHN RANG DOORBELQ]),
if there are no indefinite circumstances present in the EVENT-to-
be~-REIFIED, its REIFICATION form will be a simple factive aoun-
clause that represents the factivization of the EVENT itself. 1If
there ara, on the other hand, indefinite circumstances in the
EVENT-to-be-REIFIED, its REIFICATION form wiil be a circumstantial
{manner, time, place, motivation, degree, . . .} noun-clause that
represents the factivization of some localized (but indefinite}
circumstance(n) about the EVENT.

There is a topicalization form of factive and circumstantial
noun-clauses in which the original noun-clause becomes an apposi-
tive to an NP that makss explicit the type of factivization
taking vplace in the mental response REIFICATION. These student
sentences illustrate the type:

(713) I LIKE THE WAY MR. ANDERSON TEACHES US SCIENCE
AND SPELLING. . . .

(714%) 1IF WORD EVER GOT AROUND THAT CENTRAL HIGH COULD
NOT SOLICIT OFFICERS, WELL, YOU KNOW THE RESULT.

(719) 1 TRINX IT'S GREAT NEWS THAT YOU'RE COMING TO
LIVE IN COLUMBUS.

In cach sentence, the original noun-clause now follows the
category NP introduced by the topicalization. 1n sentence (714},
the circumstance of manner has been focused upon, ince the
manner cconnective HOW has been expanded in%o the minner-category
NP THE WAx (THAT). 1In sentence (714), the “dummy"-pronoun of
extraposition ("IT") has been expanded into a category NP WORD,
and in sentence (71%), the JUDGMENT VP GREAT has been expanded
intc a category P GREAT NEWS. These three sentences appear to

te curface varistions of REIFiZATION scentences, surface variations
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which make explicit the category of the circumstantial noun-
clause without changing the mcaning relationship existing between
the main proposition and its complement.

Another sentence variation of noun-clauses occurs when
circumstantial noun-clauses contain a modal of obligation (SHOULD)
or possibility (CAN, BE ABLE TO, COULD). Since these modals, like
all modals, invo.ve futurc-orientation of the noun-clause with
respect to the main preoposition, the infinitival noun-clause in
often the surface form of these REIFICATIONS. For example, I
KNOW WHERE I SHOULD GO NOW can have the surface variunt I KNOW
WHERE TO GO NOW; and I KNOW HOW I SHOULD DO MY HOMEWORK can appear
as I KNOW HOW TO DO MY HOMEWORK., This sixth grader's sentence
contains two infinitival noun-clauses:

(716) I WISH I WAS LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE KNEW HOW TO
EXPRESS HIMSELF (=HO¥ HE SHOULD/COULD EXPRESS
HIMSILF), AND HE ALWAYS KNEW WHAT TO SAY (=WHAT
HE SHOULD/COULD SAY).*

Still another variation of noun-clauses are the reduced
noun-clauses, those noun~clauses which result when portions of
their VP'5s are deleted. For example, in this eleventh grader's
sentence:

(718) THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS EIGHTEEN A SATISFACTORY
AGE FOR MILITARY SERVICE

the BE-form in the ncun-clause vP has been deleted. In this sixth
grader's sentcnce!

{719) *1 HAVE NEVER MET HIM AND I DON'T THINK 1 WILL

we come across one of the usual difficulties students have with
reduction of repetitive VP's: the VP of the noun-clause is ob-
viously identical with the VP of the first sentence of the
coordinated pair: MEET HIM. The difficulty is that in its first
appearance as a VP MEET HIM is in its participial form HAVE . . .
MET HIM, while in its second appearance (in the noun-clause) it

*The latter infinitival noun-clause (WHAT TO SAY) should
ot be confused with reduced restrictive relative clauses which
also use the connective WHAT, meaning THAT WHICH. For example,
in this eleventh grader's sentence:

(?17) HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO KNOW WHAT TO DO

the clause WHAT TO DO in actuwally interpretable as THAT WHICH HB
SHOULD DO. This nentonce illustrates a reducned restrictive

relative cliowe, rither than an infinitival noun-clause.
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should appear in its simple infinitive form after the modal WILL:
WILL MEET HIM. Surface concord rules in English demand that
repetitive VP's be deleted only if they are in exactly the same
surface form. The second appearance of the repetitive VP (MEET
HIM) is not in the identical form (participial -EN form) and
therefore should not have been deleted, .us this amended version
of sentence (719} illustrates:

(7194) I HAVE NEVER MET HIM AND T DCN'T THINK T WILL
EVER MEET HIM.

The negative in the second sentence of the pair has been trans-
ferrad out of the noun-clause and attached to the main propo-
sition VP: DON'T THINK--creating one more noi-identical surface
form in the repetitive VP that should have blocked its deletion.
Still another type of reduced noun-clause is illustrated by this
seventh grader's sentence:

(720) AND GUESS WHAT?

The original noun-clause has been reduced to only the connective
WHAT, but it can casily be recovered:

(7°1) AND GUESS WHAT (HAPPENED?, IT IS?, i'M GOING TO
TELL YOU?)

In sentence (709) there were two noun-clauses after the COGNITION
YP KNOW: STUDENTS WANT TO XNOW WHERE ALL THE MONEY IS GOING AND
WHY. There i< no difficulty recovering the remainder of the

[E

reduced noun-clause WHY: STUDENTS WANT TO KNOW WHERE THE MONEY
IS GOING AND WHY IT IS GOING THFRE. Even in sentences containing
extraposed noun-clauses, reductions can take place, as thic
eleventh grader's sentence illustrates:

(722) AS A TEENAGER, I FIMD IT A BIT DIFFICULT (=IT
Is A BIT DIFFICULT) TO DECIDE ON ANY SPECIFIC
AGE OR TIME WHEN TEENAGERS DESERVE BEING TREATED
AS ADULTS.

There have been some ambiguous sentences involving noun-
clauses produced by project students. The ambiguity in this
seventh'!s grader's sentence:

(7.23) THERE ARE OTHER PLACES TO GO THAT T KNOW WILL,
BE FUN

“esulta ac much from the "THEREY-cieft an it does from the embedded
i ENOW, o cognitive VP that generally is followed by iome HE]IFI-
CATIO!I-clause., It i not clear which of these was the oripginad
sentence before cleftings:
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{7-3A) WE CAN GO TO OTHER PLACES THAT I KNOW W1LL BE
FUN.

{7253) I KNOW OTHER PLACES THAT IT WILL BE FUN TG GO TO.

1f the main proposition VP is the MOTION VP CAN GO TO CTHER PLACES,
tanen the relationchips involved are (1) OBJECT RESTRICTION of

the NP CTHER PLACES, resulting in a restrictive relative clause
THAT . . . WILL BE FUN, and {2) REIFICATION of the OBJECT RE-
STRICTION, following the COGNITION VP KNOW, resulting in an
embedded noun-clause I KNOW THAT THESE OTHER PLACES WILL BE FUN.
Trhe combination of both of these semantic relationships results
in sentence (7234), which in turn could be topicalized through a
"THERE''-cleft focusing upon the LOCATIVE NP OTHER PLACES to
produce the sentence originally produced by the student, (725).
On the other hand, if the main proposition VP is the COGNITIVE

VP XNOW OTHER PLACES, then the relaticnships involved are (1)
REIFICATION of th: EVENT WE CAN GO 4J OTHER PLACES praceding the
JUDGMENTAL VP WILL RE FUN and a subsequent extraposition of the
REIFiED EVENT, resulting in the infinitival-clauvse IT WILL BE FUN
TC GO TO OTHER ILACES; and () OBJECT RESTRICTION of the LOCATIVE
NP OTHER PLACES 1n the main proposition VP, resulting in ihe
restrictive relative clause containing the infinitival-clause
THAT 1T WILL BE FUN TC GO TO. The combination of both of Lhese
semantic relationships results in sentence (7.38):

(7238) I XKNOw OTHER PLACES THAT IT W'LL BE FUN TO GO TO

which in turn can be topicalized through a "THERE"-cleft focusing
upon the LOCATIVE NP OTHER PLACES to produce the sentence origi-
nally written by the student:

{72%) THERE ARE OTHER PLACES ‘fO GO THAT I KNOW UILL
BE FUN.

The topicalization of either set of semantic relation:ships
results, thus, in the same surface sentence, creating the am-
bigaour sentence (7.4),

Another illustratioi of ambiguity invoiving REIFTCATION-
zYauses and the "THERE'. clefting is this scventh grader's sentenco:

(?:4) THERE ARE A LOT OF NICE GIRLS IN THE SEVENTH
CRADE THAT T KNOW WilL LIKE YOU.

Again «c have a ccegnitive VP KNCW embedded in a '"THERE"-cleft,
in'l we zannot tell which is the original sentence before clefting:

{7 hA) I KNOW THAT A LOT OF NiCE GIRLS IN THE 3EVENTH
GRADE WILL LIKE YOU . . .
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(724B) I KNOW A LOT OF WICE GIRLS IN THE SEVENTH GRADE
THAT WILL LIKE YOU.

After the cognitive VP KNOW we expect a REIFICATION-clzuse, like
the noun-clausze in sentence (724A) THAT A LOT OF NICE GIRLS IM
THE SEVENTH GRADE WILL LIKE YOU. However, KNOW is sometimes used
to mean BE ACQUAINTED WITH, in which meaning it is no longer a
COGNITIVE VP, but an ACQUAINTANCE VP that recquires an OUBJECT

that is human. If KNOW is not the COGNITIVE VP, but merely the
synonym for BE ACQUAINTED WITH, then we might expect the human
OBJECT that follows it to be RESTRICTED, like the restrictive
relative clause in sentence (72#B) A LOT OF NICE GIRLS . . .

THAT WILL LIKE YOU. The ambiguity arisec in t..e student's
criginal sentence, since either sentence (72%A)} containing the
cognitive KNOW and a noun-clause or sentence (724B) containinyg the
ACQUAINTANCE KNOW and a restrictive relative clauce can be topi-
calized through a "THERE"-cleft focusing on the OBJECT NP A LOT
OF NICE 3IRLS IN THE SEVF' TH GRADE to produce sentence (774):

(724) THERE ARE A LOT OF NICE GIRLS IN THE SEVENTi
GRADE THAT I KNOW WILL LIKE YOU.

Still another kind of ambiguity involving REIFICATION-
clavses can be illustrated by this sixth grader's sentence:

{(#25) 1 WISE I WERE LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE WAS BRAVE AND
HE KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING AND HE HANDLED ALL
THINGS WITH GREAT KNOWLEDGE.

The awmbiguity in this sentence arises from two interpretations

of the clause WHAT HE WAS DOING following the COGNITIVE VP KNEW:
either it means THAT WHICH HE WAS DOING, or it means AN INDEFI-
NITELY SPECIFIED OBJECT, ACTION, OR EVENT HE WAS DOING. The first
interpretation results if the semsntic relationship involved is
OBJECT RESTRICTION in which the OBJECT-b2ing-RESTRICTED is some-
thing like WHATEVER IT WAS HE WAS DOING AT THE TIME, expressed

us the indefinite pronoun THAT (which combined with the relative
rronoun WHICH of the restrictive clavse becomes the surface
connective WHAT). The second interpretation results if the
semantic relationship is REIFICATION in which there is an indefi-
nite eircumstance of the RSIFIED EVENT that is being focused upon--
namely, an OBJECT, ACTION or EVENT whose identity is left unspeci-
fied by the student: HE WAS DOING SOMETHING. In sentence (725),
it is more likely that one of the reasons the student admired HIM
(I wISH I WERE LIKE HIM) is that he appeared to have :nowledge

of his ACTIQNS-~that is, HE KNEW WHAT IT WAS THAT HE WAS DOING,
-ather than HE KNEW THAT HE WAS DOING SCMETHING. Bul the am-
biguity remains, for it is not inconceivable that the student
meant HE KNEW THAT HE WAS DOING SOMETHING.
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Most of the student difficulties with REIFICAT1ON-clauses
occur with the tense of the noun-clause: it is present or past
tense when the main proposition VP clearly indicates it ought to
contain a modal reflecting the futurity of the REIFIED EVENT, as
these students' sentences illustrate:

(726) *SG DO NOT WORRY BECAUSE I KNOW YOU WILL LIKE IT
HERE AND I'LL BET YOU HAVE AT LEAST ONE FRIEND
BY THE END OF THE WEEK.

(729) *JE HAVE BUILT A TREEHOUSE AND I'M SURE YOU
WOULD ENJOY IT.

(728) *MICKEY SAYS THAT HE WOULD RET1RE PRETTY SOON.

In all three sentences the modality of the REIFICATION-clause
should be WILL, since the prediction (1'LL BET) of the muin
prepositi~n in sentence (77°6) clearly calls for the futurity
modal in the noun-clause; since the confidence (I'M SURE) of the
main proposition in sentence (7227) clearly calls for the modality
of real future, not hypothetical future, in the noun-clause; and
since the TIME-expression PRETTY SOON in the REIFIED EVENT of
(728) calls clearly for the modality of real future, aot hypo-
thetical future, in the noun-clause.

The serious difficulties that students experienced with
REIFICATION-clauses were principally with noun-clauses, as in
this seventh grader's sentence:

(729) *YOUR FRIENDS MUST HAVE HEARD AROUT A FEW OF THE
AWERICAN FAMILIES HAVE LITTLE FAMILY LIFE . . . .

Eitlker the factive-signal chould have been THAT, if the student
intended to use the noun-clause form:

!
(729A) YOUR FRIENDS MUST HAVE HEARD THAT A FuW OF THE
AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE L1?TLE FANMILY LIFE . . .

or a gerundive-clause should vesult from the REIFICATION relation-
ship, if the preposition ABOUT is us3d as the factive-signal:

(729B) YOUR FRIENDS MUST HAVE HEARD ABOUT A FEW OF THE
AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVING LITTLE FAMILY LIFE

Another difficulty experienced in student production of
ioun-clauses can be illustrated by this eleventh grader's
sentence!

(730) *JUST BLCAUSE A PERSON IS POPULAR DOESN'T MEAN
HE CAN DO A JOB WELL.
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An EXPLANATJION-clause, which is the result of a RESTRICTIVE
relationship, cannot function as a REIFICATION-clause bLefore the
COGN1TIVE VP DORSN'T MEAN. The REIFICATION relationship seems
clearlv indicated from the COGNITIVE VP MEAN, in which one REIFIED
EVENT is being explained in terms of another REIFIED EVENT.
Perhaps the EXPLANATION interpretation of th: VP DOESN'T MEAN is
what caused the student to prnduce a RESTRICTIVE EXPLANATORY-
clause (JUST BECAUSE A PERSON IS POPULAR). Whatevar the moti-
vation, the RESTRICTIVE EXPLANATORY-clause cannot do double-duty
as a REIFICATION-clause, and what should have been produced is

a factive noun-clause like THAT A PERSON IS POPULAKR, or TRE FACT
THAT A PERSON 1S POPULAR, either of which would have been appro-
priate for the REIFICATION-clause before DOESN'T MEAN:

(730A) THE FACT THAT A PERSON IS POPULAR DOESN'T MEAN
THAT HE CAN DO A JOB VELL.

(730B) TEAT A PERSON IS POPULAR DOESN'T MEAN THAT HE
CAN DO A (OR WELL.

Topicalization

Because word order is an important grammatical principle
in English, speakers can emphasize any portion of the thought
they are processing into a sentence by placing it in a position
that is not usual for it. It is not surprising therefore to find
that there are topicalization devices which can be used to give
emphasis to different portions of sentences. Theue devices shift
the emphasis around so that the speaker can appropriataly reveal
tbe importance of all the sentence parts. The rearrangement of
suntence parts by topicalizations does not alter the basic se-~
mantic relationships of the original sentence--it merely shifts
the focal point of the original idea,

Extraposition.--Exitraposition is one of the topicali-
zations introduced in the earlier discussions of REIFICATION-
clauses. The result ¢f the application of the extraposition
formula is that (1) the REIFICATION-clause that originally
eppeared in the initial NP-slot of the sentence now appears in
the tertinal position of the sentence, and (2) a "dummy"-pronoun
(usually IT) appears in the NP-slot vacateu by the shifted REIFI-
CATION-cilause. Through extraposition, '"heavy subject" NP's like
noun-clauses can be avoided. Extraposition ir most frequently
used in English sentences containing noun-clauses, gerundive-
clauses and infinitival-clauses that precede JUDGMENTAL moin
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nroposition VP's. The following student seatences will illustrate
the extraposed infinitival-clause:

(?751) IT IS IMPORTANT TN BE TOGETHER IN OUR COUNTRY
TOO.

(7%2) 1IN THE END IT WOULL BE MUCH WISER TO STRAIGHTEN
OUT THE BUSINESS WITH THE HELP OF ANOTHER PERSON.

(755) . . o IT ISN'T REALLY FAIR TO THE OTHER PERSOR
TO HAVE HIM DO BOB'S WORK_AND BOB GET THE CREDIT.

(74%) 1T COULD BE A LOT EASIER TO KEEP URGING HIM
ON . . . .

The original version of sentence (731) illustrates the "heavy
subject'" infinitival-clause, the kind of subject that many native
users of English tend to avoid:

(731A) TO BE TOGETHER IS IMPORTANT IN OUR COUNTRY TOO.

Certainly the infinitival-clauses of sentences (7%2) aad (?73%)
would be awkward in the subject position:

(752A) TO_STRAIGHTEN OUT THE BUSINESS WITH THE HELFP OF
ANOTHER PERSON WOULD BE MUCH WISER IN THE END.

(75534) TO HAVE HIM DO BOB'S WORK AND BOB GET THE CREDIT
REALLY ISN'T FAIR TO THE OTHER PERSON.

Perhups the awkwardrzss of these sentences stems (rom the necesn-
sary postponement oi the JUDGMENTAL VP until the centire infiui-
tival-cluuse has been completed. One of the results of the
axtraposition of REIFICATION-.clauses is that the JUDGMENTAL VP
is given immediatzly and the OBJECT-BEING-JUDGED follows after-
wards, and perhaps this exiraposed arrangement is more easily
understood.

Extraposition is also used for gerundive-clauses and noun-
clauses that appezr in the '"heavy subject' position of sentences:

(735) IT IS NICE HEARING FROM YOU AGAIN.

(7%36) IT WOULDN'T HURT 2UTTING IN A NEW PERSON FUR

————

{7°7) HERE IN AMERICA IT'S NOT SO IMPORTANT THAT WBE
ARE ALL TOGETHER; IT IS JUST KNOWING THAT WE
ALL CARE.
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(756) « « < IT'S KIND OF OBVIOUS BOD DIDN'P XKHUW TOO
MUCH.

{749) I1T'3S IMPERATIVE THAT DEVON BE REPLACED NOW . . .

With the JUDGMERTAL VP SEEM, we often find that the factive
connective is rnct THAT, but LIKE or AS THOUGH, as in these
student sentences:

(7%0) IT SEEMS LIKE BOB GOT ELECTED JUST BECAUSE HE
WAS POPULAR . . . »

(741) IT SEEMS AS THOUGH ALL THE FIELDS AND MEADOWS
« _« o+ ARE BECOMING MORE AND MORE BEAUTIFUL.

With SEEM, there occurs a further extraposition after the usual
one ¢f moving the REIFICATION-clause to the terminal position.
For example, this sentence, with the noun-clause azlready extra-
posed:

(7472) IT SEEMS LIKE HE IS NICE

can exchange the pronoun (or NP} in the noun-clause for the
""dummy"-nronoun of extraposition to produce this variant sentence:

{(74>A) BRE SEEMS TO BE NICE

in which the noun-clause has become an infinitival-clause after
its NP has been exchanged for the extraposition "IT." This
seventh grader's sentence illustrates this double extraposition:

(?43) THEY SEEMED TO FEEL PRETTY MUCH THE SAME WAY YOU
AND YOUR FRIENDS DO

for the initial extraposed sentenuce:

(743A) IT SEEMS LIKE THEY FEEL PRETTY MUCH THE SAME
WAY YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS DO

has had its "dummy'-pronoun (IT) exchanged for the pronoun ot the
original noun-clause (THEY) and its criginsl noun-<lause convericd
into an infinitival-clause. The conversion of the noun-clauses

in both these examples probably stems from the conditionality

of the main proposition VP itself: SEEM implies an element of
contingency, and contingency implies an element of futurity-
orientation, resultirg in the appearance of the prepositiono)
.nfinitive in pilace of the noun-clause's finite verb-form.

This double extravosition is not limited to the JUDGMENTAL
VI' GBEY, however; these student sentencesz illustrate thst it can
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happen with other JUDGMENTAL VP's as well:
(744) ALL OF THEM ARE FUN TO GO TO
has exchenged the proncuns of this srntence:
(744A) IT IS FUN TC GO TO ALL OF THEM
while this student csentence:

(744) BUT I TEINK I'M PRETTY LUCKY TO GKT A FAMILY
LIKE MINE

has exchanged the pronouns of this sentence:

(745A) BUT I THINK IT IS PRETTY LUCKY FOR ME TO GET 4
FAMILY LIKE MINE.

One difficulty students experienced with extraposition
appears in this sevent!l grader's sentence:

(746) *IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT 70 US IN AMERICA ABOUT
FAMILY LIFE.

The prepositional phrase ABOUT FAMILY LIFE canaiot serve as a
REIFICATION-clause reduction that would allow it to uadergo
extraposition; instead we would have expected either of these:

(7%6A) FAMILY LIFE IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO US IN AMERICA.

(746B) IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO US IN AMERICA TO
HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF FAMILY LIFE.

Passivization.--Passivization i3 a topicalization device
for transforming sentences of the basic type NPl-V-NP) into a

variant sentence in which NP2 occupies the forwal subject slot
originally occupied by NPl. The effect is to shift the focus of

the original idea from one OBJECT NP to another ORJECT NP without
altering the basic semantic relationships existing between them.
The formal mechanism for this shift in NP-focus is this:

(1) NP., becomes tne formal subject NP;

(") the original V is converted into its participial form
and precedcd by the appropriate form of the copula
BE; and

(%) the preposition BY plus NP] now follow: the V.
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For example, this sentence:

(Ju}) SISTER MARIE TEACHES U3
NP v NP.
1 »
can te converled into its passivized form:

(KK1) WE ARE TAUGHT BY SISTER MARIE.
NP BE+parti- BY + NP]
cipial V -
form

"

The following pairs of student sentences illustrate the shift in
focus brought about by the passive transform of the active
sentence:

(74%) HE IS RESPECTED A LOT BY GROWNUPS.

NP, BE + EN - V BY + NP,

(747A4) GROWNUPS RESPECT HIM A LOT.

NP v NP

1 2

(743) VACATION HAS PEEN ENJOYED BY TJE WHOLE FAMILY.

NP BE + BN - V BY + NP)
(743A) THE WHOLE FAMILY HAS ENJOYED VACATION.

NP v NP

One of the difficulties experienced by students in their une
of passivization has been the use of other prepositions than RY
to introduce the original formal subject of the active variant:

{749) *. . . GAMES ARE CONSTANTLY BEING PLAYED AMONG
MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS.

(750) *. . . HE'S BEEN PUSHED SO MUCH FROM OTHER SOURCES
THAT HE DOESN'T FEEL LIKE DOING IT.

If the active variant of sentence (749) was something like this:
{(7494) . . . MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE CONSTANTLY
PLAYING GAMES

then the passive variant should have been this:

(7498) . . . GAMES ARE CONSTANTLY BFING PLAYED BY MY
BROTHERS AND SISTERS.

Similarly, if the nctive variant of sentence (750) wri something
like this:

{750fn) OTHER SOURCES HAVE PUSHED HIM SO MUCH THAT Uk
DOKSN'? FEEL LIKE hoING TT
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then its passive variant should have been this:

(75CB) HE'S BEEN PUSHED S0 MUCH BY OTHER SOURCES THAT
Hii DOESN'T FEEL LIKE DOING IT.

The passive transformation mechanism itself has a variation
that many students give evidence of: the BY + NPl it optional,

and therefore can be deleted from the passive variart:

(751) ONCE HE WAS ASKED IF NATE THURMOND WAS THEL BEST
CENTER.

Since therc is no BY + NPl phrase in this sentence, the active
variant can be recovered only by assuming that the originai NP]
i something like SOMEONE---an indefinite, unspecifiled perrion whose

identity is either not known to or not revealed by the speaker.
Thus the active variant of sentence (751) is something like this:

(751A) SOMEONE ASKED HII{ ONCE IF NATE THURMOND WAS THE
BEST CENTER.

It is pcssible that the passive variants of sentences like (7514)
are used precisely for that reason: since the original ACTOR (in
this case, the ASKER) is indefinite, his igentity is not signifi-
cant to the idez the speaker is relating; therefore, the passive
variant, which does not even mention the original indefinite
ACTOR, convecys this insignificaice even more obviously than the
active variant by simply not mentioning him at all. The focus

is thus upon the OBJECT-NP whoce identity is known by the speaker
and considered significant in that idea. In student sentences
like these:?

(75.) THEREFORE, BOB DEVON AND RANDY SLEEPER SHOULD
BE IMPEACHED

(753) SINCE RE HAD BEEN GIVEN WARNINGS, HIS WAYS
SHOULD HAVE CHANGED

the students have revealed perhaps another motivation for their
use of passive variants, rather thaa active ones: the ACTORS in
both sentences are the members of the STUDENT COUNCIL, who have
been identified in previous svuntences as the responsible persons
in charge of Bob Devon's case. Therefore, they do not need to be
identified again and featured prominently in the formal subject-
rosition of these sentences.

Passive variants can exist in clauses as well as complefe
sentences; for example,
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(75%) AFTER DINNER MY BROTHER AND I PLAY A GAME CALLED
PING.PONG

contains a reduced relat ¢ clouse (CALLED P"NG-FONG) that derived
from this sertence:

(75%A) AFTER DINNER MY BROTHER AND 1 PLAY A GAME THAT
IS CALLED PING-PONG.

Infinitival-~clauses often contain the simple :nfinitive in its
rassive form foilowing the preposition TN, as in these sentences:

(?55) STEP "D" 1S OUT BECAUSE IT IS LEITING THE MATTER
JUST FLY BY . . . TO BE SQLVED BY SOME POOR
"OLD SOUL" . . . .

(796) . . . THE SCHOOL BUSINESS WILL CONTINUE TO BE
HELD UP . . . .

Gerundive-clauses often contain the gerunuive tollowed by the
passive participial verb-form, as in this eleventh grader's
sentence?

(7%7) . « o+ GETTIRG A HELPER . . . IS NOT AS EMBARRASS-
ING AS BEING REMOVED FROM OFFICE.

Not all passivization sentences result in the participial
verb-form being preceded by some appropriate form of the copula
BE. GET is sometimes used by studente ir place of BE, as these
student sentences illustrate:

(758) 1IF BOB EVER DID GET IMPEACHED, IT WOULD BE BEST
FOR EVERYONE . . . .

1

(759) HE IS A GOOD SPORTSMAN AND GETS PAID VERY WELL,

(760) HE DIDN'T GET PICKED BECAUSE OF THE JOB . . . .

(761) MY MOTHER'S NEW CAR . . . JUST GGT THE WIND-
SHIELD CRACKED BY THAT LITTLE BRAT TIMMY HOLT

This last sentence probably illustrates the advantage of the GET-
vassive over the BE-passive, when there are two NP's in the formal
subject position, one ir. a POSSESSION relationship with the other,
which itself is in a POSSESSION relationship with s third NP,

The GET-nassive of (76)) seems considerably more feliritous and
less avwkward to utter than either of these variants:

(7C1A) MY MOTHER'S NEW CAR'S WINDSHIELD WAS CRACKED
BY THAT ULITTLE BRAT TIMMY HOLT.
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(+61B) THE WINDSHIELD OF MY MOTHER'S NEW CAR WAS CRACKED
BY THAT LATTLE BRAT TIMMY HOLT.

Hot only is the (ET-passive a more uceful alternative to
the BE-passsive in exuressing ideas like those in (76L), it also
preserves &n active "feeling." GET in its pure verbul meaning
is active, rather than passive--it suggests the ACT of acguiring
something. GET in its auxiliary function as an alternate passive
form does rot lose its ACTION ‘''feeling” entirely, as sentence
(761) illustrates: the CRACKING OF A WINDSHIELD is dafinitely
an ACTION, a purely physical ACTION, and the passive form GOT
CRACKED vreserves more of the feeliag of that physical ACTION
than doec WAS CRACKED. Even in gerundive-clauses, as the follow-
ing studeni. sentences illustrate, the GET-passive preserves the
active force of the physical ACTION of the P in the gerundive-
clause:

(762) BUT THE COACH IS GETTING ALL THAT RIBARRAN'IED.

(763) THE SCHOOL WILL ALSO PROGRESS BY BOJ3'S GETTING
THE WORK DONE.

Clefting.--Clefting is & topicalization device for focusing
upon a phrzse in a sentences that does not receive any particular.
emphasis ir its normal position. In general, this special emphasis
is achieved by shifting the phrase~to-be-focused-upon and ty
marking the shifted phrase with a special ''pointer™ signal. The
process of clefting itself refers to the process of separatiag the
sentence irto two parts (1} the phrase-to-emphasized, and (2)
the remainder of the sentence. The phrase is then shifted to a
new position and marked with a special "pointer'-phrase. The
topicalization cleftings we have investigated are icentified by
four specitl "pointer'-phrases: (1) the "IT"-cleft, 2) the
WPEING"~cleft, (3) the WTEERE"-cleft, and (&) the “"PUSSESSION"-
cleft. f

WIT".clefts.~- The tollowing sentences illustrate the final
form of the "IT'-cleft topizalizat.on device:

(LLl) 1T wAS IN THE MORNING THAT THE PRISCNERS ESCAPED.

e . — B sto————

(MM1) IT WAS THEN THAT HE KEARD THE BURGLAR DOWNSTAIRS.
(NN1) IT WAS IN THE GARDEN THAT HE FIRST KISSED HER.
‘001) I™ WAS THERE THAT HE LOST HIS WRISTWATCH.

In sentences (1LL1) and (MM1) it is the time-phrase that has been
emphasized by shifting it &2 the front of the senience and marking
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it with the "poiunter'-phrase IT WAS; in sentences (NN1) and (Q01),
it is the location-phrase that has been emphasized by the shift

to the front of the sentence and the "pointer"-phrace IT WAS. Tha
following sentences illustrate the normel word-order position of
these time-phrases and location-phrases:

(PPl) THE PRISONERS ESCAPED IN THE MORNING.

(QQl) HE HEARD THE 3URGLAR DOWN3TAIRS THEN,

(RR1) HE FIRST KISSED HER IN TLX GARDEN.

(881) HE LCST HIS WRISWWATCH THERE.

As in the other topicalizetion mechanisms, the basic semantic
relationships have been preserved by the cleftings in sentences
(LL1)-~{00l,, while the emphasis has been shifted from the original
NP's in the front position of the sentences to the time~ or
location-phrases originally appearing in the terminal pnsitioas.
To heighten the emphasis on the time- and locaticn-phrases in

the "IT"'-cleft sentences above, the remainder of *the scuntence

has been "demoted" to the subordinate position of a THAT-clause:
THAT THE PRISONERS ESCAPED, THA7T HE HEARD THE BURGLAR DOWNSTAIRS,
THAT HE FIRST KISSED HER, and THAT HE LOST HIS WRISTWATCH. As

we have noticed before with THAT as a connective, the clauses

that follow it can often appear without the formal “HAT coanective:

(TTl) IT WAS IN THE MORNING THE TRISONERS ESCAPED.
(UUl) IT WAS THEN HE HSARD THE BURGLAR DOWNSTAIRS.

(vvl) IT wAS IN THF GARDEN HE FIRST KISSED HER.
\

1

(wWl) IT WAS THERE HE LOST HIS WRISTWATCIH. |
[

Of course the "IT"-cleft can be used to emphasize cther phrases
than time~ and location-phrases, as these sentences illustrate:

(xXx1) IT wAS HER SISTER (THAT) I SAW WITH JOHYN SMITH,
(YYl) T SAW KER -“ISTER WITH “OHN SMITH.

(zZ1) IT wWAS TO JOHN BROWN (THAT) I GAVE THE B0OOX
YESTERDAY.

(AA1l) I GAVE THE BCOK TO JUHN BROWN YZSTERDAY.

(RB1l) IT WAS HIS MOTHEP'S CAR (THAT) HE DEMOLISHED IN
THE WRECK.
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(ccll) HE DEMOLISHED HIS MOTWYER'S CAR IN THE WRECK.

This twelfth grader's sentence illustrates how complex an M"ITN-
cleft can become when a noun-clausie, itself highly complex,
becomes the focal point:

(764) IT MAY BE THAT IT'S HIS FIRST YEAR AWAY FROM
HOME AND HE HAS MADE A LOT OF NEW FRIENDS, HAD
A_LOT MORE FREEDOM, AND HAS TAKEN PART IN A LOT
OF ACTIVITIES THAT HE WASN'T USED TO BEING
INVOLVED IN THAT MADE HIM FORGET HIS PURPOSE
IN BEING THERE.

Like THAT-clauses that are restrictive relatives and noun-
claases, the THAT-clauses created by the clefting process can
also be reduced teo infinitival-clauses if the THAT-clause con-
tains a modal auxiliary reflecting a futurity-oriencation of the
ACTION of the VP. For example, this seventh grader's sentence:

(7€3) WHEN IT IS TIME TO EAT WE SOMETIMES CANNOT HAVE
THE WLOLE FAMILY TOGETHEX

contains an "ITM-clefting that resulted in an infinitival-clause
reduction of the THAT-clause in this version:

(765A) WHEN IT IS TIME THAT WE SHOULD EAT, WE SOMETIMES
CANNOT HAVE THE WIOLE FAMILY TOGETHER.

It is apparently true that THAT-clauses, regardless of their
origin, when they contain mo<al auxiliaries of futurity-orien-
tation, can be reduced to infinitival-~clauses conteining the
vrepnsitional infinitive, since the TO of the prepositional
infini*ive reflects the futurity-orientation of the criginal modal
auxiliary in the THAT-c.ause.

WPHE THING'-clefts.--In a scntence 1like THE DUCHESS HATED
STALE BRzAD, the semantic relationship between the iwo OBJEGTS
(THE DUCHESS, STALE BREAD) ir~ syntactically represented in a
strajght-forward NP..VF surface sentence pattern in which the
OBJECT of the speaker's focus is THE LJCHESS. If the ORJECT
of his focus were STALE BREAD, however, the speaker could use a
"TPHING"-cleft which would result in THE THING (THAT. THE DUCHESS
HATED WAS STALE BREAD. 1In student sentences, we find "THING"-
clefts in which the OBJECT-being-focused-upon is abstract; for
exaiple:

{766) MATURITY 1S SOMETHING EVERYONE SHOULD LEARN TO
ACCEPT

(707) THE BEST THING I TIINK SHOULD BE DONE I3 |PLaAN]
NUMBER ONE -7
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are "THING'"-cleft transformations of these straighttorward syn-
tactic rerresentations of the same semantic relationships in-
volving abstract GBJECTS:

(766A) EVERYONE SHOULD LEARN TO ACCEPT MATURITY.

(767A) 1 THINK 'THAT IT IS BEST THAT PLAN NUMBER ONE
SHOULD BE DONE.

Students also topicalize REIFICATION OBJECTS (noun-clauses,
gerundive-clauses, infinitival-clauses) as THE THING; for example:

(#68) ONE THING I THINK THOSE WHO ARE NOY TEENAGERS
SHOULD KNOW 1S THAT TEENAGERS ARE TEENAGERS,
NOT CHILDREN, NOT ADULTS

(769) WHEN THE TEENAGER TURNS EIGSTEEN HE FIRST THING
THAT HE TRINKS OF IS TO GET AN I.D. CARD SO HE
CAN BUY BEER

are "THING"-cleft transformations of these serntences in which the
REIFICATION results in rominalized clsauses:

(768A) I THINK THOSE WHO ARE NOT TEENAGERS SHOULD XNOW
THAT TEENAGERS ARE TEENAGERS, NCGT CHILDREN,
NOT ADULTS.

{769A) WHEN THE TEENAGER TURNS EIGHTEEN, HE THINKS
FIRSY OF GETTING AN I.D. CARD SO HE CAN BUY
BEER.

Another form of "THE THING"-cleft is the "WHAT'L or "WHAT I¢ 15
THAT"-cleft: )

(770) MAYBE HE THINKS THARY THIS IS WHAT THE HIGH
SCHOOL KIDS WANT TO HEAR.

{771) THAT'S WHAT 1 CALL FUN.

These are "WHAT"-cleft versions of sentences in which the sen~
tential pronona (THIS, THAT) refers to the contents of the entire
sentence or paragraph preceding:

(?70A) MAYBE HE THINKS THAT THS HIGH SCHOOL KIDS WANT
TO HEAR THIS.

(771A) 1 CALL THAT FUN.

5111 another variation of the "THING"-clelt in the "ALL (THAT)"-
cleft in which ACTIONS which are considered to be che nole ACTION
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to be taken are focused upon:
(77>) ALL YOU WOULD DO I3 LOSE.

(?72) « . . MONEY, MONEY, MONEY IS ALL HE THINKS ABOUT
AND ALL THAT HE DOES WITH IT 1S BUY CANDY.

These are transforms of these syntactic representations:
(77.A) YOU WQULD ONLY LOSE.

(775A) HE THINKS ONLY ABOUT MONEY, MONEY, MONEY AND HE
ONLY BUYS CANDY WITH IT.

So far, the "THING"-clefts have involved general OBJECTS; however,
we have found some student scntences in which the OBJECT is quite
particular:

{774) THE SCHOOL I GO TO IS SMALL.

(775) THE TEAM HE 1S ON IS IN THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL
LEAGUE.

Thiese are particular "THING"-clefts of thesc senteaces:
(7744) 1 GO TO A SMALL LCHOOL.
(775A4) HE 1S ON A TEAM IN THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE.
In addition to these "OBJEC:"-clefts in (766)~(775), there
are also "PERSON".clefts, in which the {ocal point is a human
being:
(776) THE PERSON I ADMIRE IS JOE (CASH.

(777) STEVE REEVES 15 THE PERSON 1 WOULD LIKZ TO BE
LIKE.

(778) HE WAS THE KIND OF MAM ANYBODY WOULD LJIKF TO BE.
(779) WILT CHAMBERLAIN IS A MAN I ADMIRE.

(780) THESE ARE THE ONES WHOSE KIDS GO OUT AND DO
THE WRONG THING.

The non-cleft variants are as fuilows:
(776A) ™ AUMIRE JOE CASH.
(7?77A) 1 WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE STEVE REEVES.

Q )
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(7784) ANYBODY WOULD LIKE TO BE THE KYND OF M\AN HE IS.
(779A) I ADMIRE WILT CHAMBERLAIN.
(780A) THEIR KIDS GO OUT AND DO THE WRONG THING.

This last sentence involving the indefinite '"PERSCN'" (THE ONES)
illustrates the type of cleft students experienced some “iffi-
culty with. For example, this twelfth grader's sentence:

(781) *THIS COLLEGE FRESHMAN IS ONE LIKIS TO GET AS
MUCH JOY OUT OF LII'E AS POSSIBLE

fails to include tu> THAT or WHO that marks the "THING"-cleft
involving human beings for the acceptable version of this
sentence would have beewn this one:

(781A) THIS COLLEGE FRESKMAN IS ONE THAT LIKES TO GET
AS MUCH JOY OUT OF LIFE AS PO3SSIBLE.

Another variation of the "THING"-clefts is the '"REASON"-
cleft, in which the EYPLANATION relationship is being topicalized:

(782) THE REASON WHY I'D LIKE TO BE HIM IS THAT HE 1S
RESPECTED A LOT BY GROWNUPS.

(?785) THIS IS THE REASON I THINK "D" IS THE BETTER
CHOICE.

These are "THING"-cleft variwnts of EXPLANATION restrictive
clauses usually syntactically represented by BECAUSE-clauses:

(78°A) I'D LIKE TO BE LIKE HIM BECAUSE HE IS RESPICTED
A LOT BY GROWNUPS.

(783A) I THINK "D" IS THE BETTER CHOICE BRCAUSE OF THIS.

It is the origin of EXPLANATION-ciefts in BufAUSE-clauses that
accounts for the most frequent student difficulty with "THING"-
clefts: the retentior of the BECAUSE in the clefted version,
even after the EXPLANATION relationship has been given syntactic
representation as THE REASON, THE REASON THAT, THE REASON WHY,

or WHY:

(784) *THE REASON 1 WOULD T.IKE TO BE LIKE GORDY 1S
BECAUSE T LOVE THE SPORT OF HOCKEY.

(73n) *RUY THE REASON WHY J WOULD LIKE TO BE HYM THE
MOST IJ BLCAUSE I CAN'T CATCH OR THROW A BASE-
BALL VEPRY WELL.

Q
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(786) *WHY I'D LIKE TO BE HIM IS BECAUSE I WOUUD LIKE
TO BE TALL LIKE HIM.

THAT should head the cleft instead of BECAUSE, the BECAUSE
evidently being retained from the EXPLANATION restrictive clnuce
of the original relationship expressed syntactically as:

(784A) I WOULD LIKE TO BE LIKE GORDY BECAUSE T LOVE
THE SPORT OF HOCKEY.

(7854) I WOULD LIKE TO BE HIM THE MOST BECAUSE [ CAN'T
THROW OR CATCH VERY WELL.

(786A) I'D LIKE TO BE HIM BECAUSE I wOULD LIKE TO BE
TALL LIKE HIM.

Finally, there are "MANNER"-cleft variants of the "THING"-
cleft, in which the QUALITY relationship of MANNER OF ACTIONS/
EVENTS is being tonicalized:

(787) THIS IS HOW FAMILY LIFE IS HERE IN AMERICA.

(788) JEAN CLAUDE EARNED HIS MEDALS LIKE THE TRUE
CHAMPION HE WAS; THAT IS THE WAY I WOULD LIKE
TO WIN SOMETHING.

These are "THING'"-clefts of QUALITY OF ACTIONS/EVENTS relationchipn

usually syntactically represented as:
(787A) FAMILY LIFE IN AMERICA IS LIKE THIS.
(788A) I WOULD LIKE TO WIN SOMETHING LIKE HE DOES.
"THERE"-rlefts.~~There are several varieties of "THERE"-
clefts; one of the more common is the "THERE".cleft that results

when the focal point is the LOCATION in which some ACTION or
EVENT takes rlace:

(789) THERE'S A LOT OF NICE FAMILIES HERE.
(790) THERE ARE MANY GIRLS JUR AGE HERE.
(791) THERE ARE CHURCHES AROUND HERE, TOO.

(79.') IN AND AROUND COLUMBUS THERE ARE LOTS OF PLACES
TO GO.

These are "TUEKE'-cleft variants of these straightforward syn-
tactic representuations of LOCATION relationships:
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(789A) A LOT OF NICE FAMILIES LTVE HERE.

(790A) MANY GIRLS OUR AGE LIVE HXRE.

(791A) CHURCHES EXIST HERE TOO.

(792A) YO'" CAN GO LOTS OF PLACES IN AND AROUND COLUMBUS.
The more common of these LOCATION "THERE"-clefts involve: the
subordination of the main ACTION (VP) into n WHERE-clause foilow-
ing the '"pointed-out! LOCATION-phrase:

(79%) THERE'S A FITJLD BEHIND OUR HOUSE WHERE WE PLAY
BASEBALL

(794) THERF IS ALSO A TENNIS COURT IN WESTGATE PARK
WHERE WF HAVE A LOT OF FUN

{795) THERE IS A DRIVING RANGE WHERE EVERYBODY GOES
ON THS WEEKEND

{796) THERE ARE A LOT OF LITTLE STORES WHERE WE GO TO
GET COKE AND BUY CANDY

which are "THERE"-clefts of these straightforward syntuctic
representations:

(795A) WE PLAY BASEBALL IN A FIELD BEHIND OUR HOUSE.

(794A) WE HAVE A LOT OF FUN IN THE TENNIS COURT IN
WESTGATE PARK.

(795A) EVERYBODY GOES TO THE DRIVING RANGE ON THE
WEEKEND.

(796A) WE CAN GET COXKE AND EUY CANDY AT A LOT OF LITTLE
STORES.

"THERE"-clefts are sometimes used to topicalize TIM%S re-
lationships that the focal point of a speaker's utierances; for

example:

{797) LATER IN THE YEAR THERE ARE BASKETBALL GAMES

(798) YES, WE LIKE TO WATCH TV BUT THERE ARE CERTAIN
TIMES THAT MY DAD TURNS IT OFF

(799) THERE IS NO CERTAIN AGE WHEN MATURITY HITS A
PERSON

\‘1
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are "THERE"-clefts of these straightforward syntactic represen-
tations of TIME relationships:

(797A) BASKETBALL GAMES OCCUR LATER IN THE YEAR.

(v98A) YES, WE LIKE TO WATCH TV, BUT MY DAD TURNS IT
OFF AT CERTAIN TIMES.

(799A) MATURITY HITS A PERSON AT NO CERTAIN AGE.

"THERE"~clefts are also used to topicalize OBJECTS that the
speaker wsnts to emphasize¢ more strongly than he is able to do
by placing the OBJECT in the formal ''subject" position in his
utterance; he "points out" thesc OBJECTS with ths "“"THERE"-cleft.
For example:

(800) THERE'S ONE KiD ON OUR STREET “YHO THINKS HE'S A
HARD MAN

(801) THERE ARE ALWAYS THE LEADERS . . . WHO DO ALL
THE WORK ON SCHOOL PROJECTS

(802) TPSRE'RE THE ROBINSONS, A VERY KIND AND GENTLE
FAMILY

are the "THERE"-cleft verszions of these syntactic representations
of the same relationships:

(800A) ONE KID ON OUR STREET THINKS HE'S A HARD MAN.

(801A) THE LEADERS ALWAYS DO ALL THE WORK ON SCHNOL
PROJECTS.

(807A) THE ROB1NSONS ARE A VERY KIND AlI'D GENTLE FAMILY.

Topicaiized OBJECTS caused students difficulties with the "CHERE"-
clett. For example, this sixth grader's sentence:

(805) *THERE IS ONLY ONE PERSON SO FAR OF CATCHING
BABE RUTH'S ALL-TiME HCME RUN RECORD OF 714
THAT IS WILLIS MAYS
contains a gerundive-clause as the subordinate cleft-created

clause, instead of a THAT-clause, in the clefted version of this
relationship:

(803A) ONLY ONE PERSON SO FAR CAN CATCH BABE RUTH'S
ALL-TIME {lOME RUN RECORD OF 714: WILLIE MAYS.

In this seventh grader's sentence:
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(B04) *. . . RIGHT DOWN THE STREET THERE I3 A CITY BUS
STOP WHICH WILL TAKE YOU MANY PLACES

the "THERE"-~cleft would be a version of this cngually erroneou::
sentence:

(804A) *A CITY BUS STOP DOWN THE 3TREET WILL TAKE YOU
MANY PLACES.

One of the "THERE"-clefts that would present the intended meaning
would be this one:

(804B) RIGHT DOWN THE STREET THERE IS A BUS STOP FOR
CITY BUSES WRICH WILL TAXE YOU MANY PLACES.

We can see in these clefting transformations that come
Hdummy"-NP is iniroduced to occupy the formal "subject"-NP
position (IT, WHAT, THE THING, THE PERSON, THE REASON, ALL (THAT},
THERE) and that the original VP is cmbedded now in what seems to
be a relative cluuse. These apparent relatives are not really
relatives at all, resulting in fact frcm clefting processes which
place a THAT or WHO before the original VP or next to the NP
being topicalized. Not every THAT or WHO following the “THERE 185
A NP" ig a cleft-signal, however; it is a genuine relative-clause
connective in just that sentence in which a restrictive relative
clause existed in the atterance before it was clefted. Yor
exarnple; Lhis seventh grader's sentence:

(803) THERE ARE A LOT OF GIRLS YOUR AGE ON THE BLOCK
YOUR HOUSE IS ON

contains an asyndetiz relative clause {YOUR HOUSE IS ON) that does
not result from the clefting process signalled by THERE, for therc
is no sentence:

(805A) *YUUR HOUSE IS ON THE BLOCK A LOT OF GIRLS YOUR
AGE.

Rather, the asyndetic relative is a restrictive relative in some
utferance like this:

(805B) A LOT OF GIRLS LIVE ON THE BLOCK YOUR HOUSE
IS ON.

Similarly, the asyndetic clause (YOU WISH) in this seventh
grader's sentence:

(80G) THERE ARE TWO NEARBY SHOPPING CENTERSG WHHRE YOU
CAN FIND ALMOST ANYTHING YOU WILH
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results from an OBJECT RESTRICTION relationship, rather than a
clefting t ‘ansformation, in this sentence:

(806A) YOU CAN FIND AIMOST ANYTHING YOU WISH IN THE
TWO NEARBY SHOPPING CENTERS.

Likewise, the THAT-clause in this seventh grader's sentence:

(807) THERE ARE OTHER PLACES TO GO THAT T KNOW WILL
BE FON

results from an QBJECT RESTRICTION relationship, not from the
clefting transformation of either of these:

(8074) 1 KNOW OTHER PLACES THAT WILL BE FUN TO GO TO.

(807B) WE CAN GO TO OTHER PLACES THAT I KNOW WILL BE
FUN.

There is a variation of "THERE"-clefts that students pro-
duce almost as frequently as "THERE IS A NP . . . ." This
variation takes the form of a pronoun followed by the appropriate
form of HAVE, as this seventh pgrader's sentence illustrates:

(808) ON OUR STREET WE HAVE A CLUB CALLED "TIE BLACK
CATS."

This sertence is a cleft-variation of this syntactic represen-
tation of the zame LOCATION relationship:

(808A) i CLUB ON OUR STREET IS CALLED "THE BLACK CATS"
sometimes represented in a '"THERR'"-cleft of the form:

(808B) OL QUR STREET THERE IS A CLUB CALLED "THE BLACK
CATs.!

Other c¢xamples of this "HAVE"-form of the "THERE'"~cleft in student
sentences include:

(809) WE HAVE A CHURCH IN FRONT OF OUR SCHOOL . . . .
(810) WE HAVE SO MANY MGRE SIGHTS TH COLUMBUS . . . .

(811) YE CAN GO TO “SKATELAND" ON FRIDAY BECAUSE 1
THINK THEY HAVE DANCES THERE.

(81°) WE HAVE A SHOPPING CENTER NEAR OQUR HOUSE AND A
POND WHERE WE CAN GO FISHING, AND WOODS WHERE WE
CAN EXPLORE AND SLEEP . . . SOME NIGHTS.
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(815) WE ALSO MAKE FREQUENT TRIPS TO THE PONL DJRING
THE WINTER, WHERE THEY HAVE A SHELTER HOQULE AND
A FIRE ALWAYS THERE T9 WARM US UP ., . . .

In all of these examples, there is a LOCATION-phrase that seemu
to mark these "HAVE!-sentences clearly as "THERE"-clefts. In

the next examples, there 3s no explicit LOCATION-phrase, yet they
seem to be illustrations of the "HAVE!-form of the "THERE"-cleft:

(81%) 1IT HAS (=THERE ARE IN OUR NEIGHBOR{OOD) NICE
BIKE RIDING PATHS, PAVED STREET3, AND PARKS WwI'tH
PLAYGRNOUNDS .

(815) WE HAVE (=THERE ARZ, ON OUR HOUSE) FOUR WINDCWS
AND ONF SMALL DOORWAY AND A RCOF.

{816) THE KAHIKI IS REAL COOL; THEY HAVE (:THERE IS,
AT THE KAHIKI) THIS PIACE WHERE BIRD3 AND FISH
ARE.

(217) WE HAVE (=THERE ARE, AT OUR SCHOOL) INTRAMURAL
AND VARSITY BASEPALL, WOOTBALT. AND BASKETBALL.

The "THERE'"-c.aft »f TIME relationshins occasicnally results
in the "HAVE"-form, as there student sentences illustrat-:

(818) 1IN THE SUMMER THE PLATGROUND HAS (=THERE AR%)
ARTS AND CRAFTS, PLAYS, SHOWS, AND ALL SORTS OF
THINGS TO KEEP US BUSY.

(819) WE ONLY WATCH TELEV)SION WHEN W& HAVE (=TLsSRE IS)
NOTIHING ELSE TO DO.

Like the LOCATION relatiouships, TIME relationships can also be
clefted without any explicit reference in the seniencc to the

precise time-point:

(820) WE HAVE (=THERE IS, IN OUR DAILY SCHEDULE) MUCH
TIME THAT WE SPEND AT HOME TOGETHER.

(8°1) OUR SYSTEM IS MUCH BETTER BECAUSE AMERICAN
CHILDREN HAVE (=THERE IS, IN AMERICAN CHILDREN'S
LIVE3}) wUCH MORE TIME FOR THE RELAXATION EVLRY-

ONE NEEDS.

In addi*ion to the "HAVE"-forms of the "THERE"-cleft, there
wre also reduced ""THERE"-clefts in which the THAT-clause has been
converted into an infinitival-clause. This conversion seems to
take piace when there are THAT-clauses containing modal auxiliariea

with futurity-orientation:
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(#..0)  WELL, THZRE ARE ENDLESS GOUD THINGS T COULD TELL
YOU ABOUT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD . . .

(&25) T1HERE AR MANY THINGS YOU CAN DO AROUND HERK

that become infinitival-cliauses with the prepositional infini-
tive reflecting the futurity-orientation of the original modal
auxiliary:

(8°24) WELL, THERE ARE ENDLESS GOOD THINGS TO TELI, YOU
ABOUT OUF NEIGHBORHOOD.

(8°5A) THERE ARE MANY T4INGS TQ DO AROUND HERE.

This convercion of the cleft-crea®ed THAT-clause into an infini-
tival~clause occurs with the “HAVE"-form of the "THERE"-clefts
alsol

gel)  WE HAVE (=THERE ARE) A LOT OF THINGS TO DO HERE

(825) WE HAVE (=THERE [S) TIME TO BE TOGETHER WITH
OUR FAMI1Y AT MEALS, IN THE EVENING AND AT MANY
OTHER TIMES OF THE DAY.

(326) THIS IS KOT VERY GOOD FOR THEM BECAUSE THEY HAVE
(=THERE 1S, FOR 'THEM) VERY LITTLE 70O LOOK
FORWARD TO.

(8:7) HE . . . WOULD HAVE (=THERE WOULD LE, FOR HIM)
NO REASOIN TO FEEL HE HAS BEEN TREATED WRONG

"POSSESSION"-cleft, --In addition to the "THING'"-cleft:s and
the "THERE".clefts, there is one other clefting process that
results in an apparent relative clause: the "POSSESSTON"-cleft.
YPOSSESSION"~clefts result from the topicaiization of a PO3SSESSION
relationship* for example:

{828) WE HAVE ‘'WO OTHER TEACHERS, SISTER DOMINIQUE
AND MR. .NDER3ON

.829) WE HAVE A VERY [OVELY SCHOOL, NICE TEACHERS AND
PRINCIPAL

.re ""POSSE;SIQON"-cleft versions c¢f the straightforva.sd syntactic
representaion of these PISSESSION relationshipa:

O
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(8.284)

(8,9A)

OUR TWO OTHER TEACHERS ARE SISTER DOMINIQUE AND
MR. ANDERSON.

OUR SCHOOL IS VERY LOVELY, AND OUR TEACHERS AND
PRINCIPAL ARE NICE.

The more common of these '"POSSESSION".clefts involves the subordi-
antion of the main ACTION (VP) into a THAT-clause following the
"pointed-out" POSSESSION relationship:

(8507

8491)

(832)

(824)
(834)

ROXANNE HAS A LOT OF FRIENDS THAT SIE WILL
PROBABLY INTRODUCE YOU TO.

I HAVE A LOT OF NICE FRIENDS THAT I WOULDN'T WANT
TO LEAVE . + . .

HE ALSO HAS A T.V. SHOW WH1CH IS5 ON TUESDAY
NIGHTS.

THERE'S JIM, A BOY BY THE NAME YOU HAVE.

THE HIGH SCHOOL HAS A PARKING LOT WHERE WE
PRACTICE OUR TENNIS . . . .

The more ordinary syntactic representation of these POSSESSION
relationships would omit the cleft-transfcrmations:

(8404)

(8514)
(G50A)
(857A)
(8444)

There is a

ROXANNE WILL PROBABLY INTRODUCE YOU TO A LOT
OF HER FRIENDS.

1 WOULDN'T WANT TO LEAVi A LOT OF MY NICE FRIENDS.
ALSO, HIS T.V. SHOW IS ON ON TUESDAY NIGHTS.
THERE'S JIM, A BOY BY YOUR NAME.

WE PRACT1CE OUR TENNIS ON THE HIGH SCHOOL'S
PARKING IOT.

variation of "POSSESSION"-clefts that emi.loys

appropriate forms of GET, instead of HAVE in the cleft sentence;

for example,
(815)
(856)

T'VE GOT THIS VERY NEAT CLUBHOUSE

I'VE GOT A SISTER NAMED LINDA . . .

are "POSSESSION".cleft variants of these straightforwara P0OS-
3ESSION relationshivps:

ERIC
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(8554) MY CLUBHOUSE IS VERY NEAT.

(4.64) MY SISTER'S NAME IS LINDA.

In this last sentence (83%6), there is a reduced form of
the THAT-clause created by the :lefting vrocess, since tne com-
plete "POSSESSION''-cleft version of this sentence would be:

(8;56B) I'VE GOT A SISTER THAT 1S NAMED LINDA.

Similarly, these student sentences iliustrate this kind of
reduced THAT-clause:

(857) MY BIG BROTHER DAVE . . . HAS A WiFE NAMED
FRANKIE (=THAT IS NAMED FRANKIE).

(548) WE HAVE FAMILY LIFE VERY MUCH L1KE YOURS ( THAT
1S VERY MUCH LIKE YCURS).

Another torm of the :duccd "POSSESSIONY-cleft is illustrated in
these student sentences:

(839) . . . UNLFSS SOMEONE HAS WORK TO DO AND CANNOT
COME

(840) WHEN HE HITS A SHORT ONE HE HAS THE SPEED TO
GET TO FIRST BASE

in which the infinitival-clause appears to be the reduction of
the cleft-created THAT-clause containing a modal auxiliary, as
these sentences illustrate:

(8%9A) . . . UNLESS SOMECNE MUST DO HIS WORK AND
CANNOT COME.

(P4OA)  WHEN HE HLTS ! SHORT ONE, HE CAN GET 70 »rIRST
BASE WITH HIS SPEED.

We turn now to 2 descriptive analysis of a selected sample
of student writing. The anaiysis of student writin, was doue
using the grammatical signals for the semantic relationships we
have developed in the sections above (Paratactic Relatioaehips,
Conjunction and Restriction, and Reification and Topicali—

zation). The sample of student writing was selected from essays

writtzn by project students in response to STEP Essay Test
topics given them in the fall of 1967, the fall of 1968 and the

spring of 1969. The description of these students and the
procedures for analyzing the sentences firom their essays are
contained in the Data Analysis section to follow.
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Data Analysis

Instrumentetion

In order to secure ncrmative data for the students involved
in this project, 2 battery of standardized tests was administercd
in the fall of 1967 and a similar battery (with equivalent forms)
was administered in the spring of 1969. The standardized tests
given at these times included the following:

STEP (Sequential Tests of Educational Progress) Objective
Test of Reading Ability, Levels 2-4, Form A given to all
grade-levels in the fall of 1967 and Form B given in the
spring of 1969.

STEP Objective Test of Writing Ability, Levels 2-4, Form
A given to all grade-levels in the fall of 1967 and Form
B in the spring of 1969.

STEP Essay Test, Levels 2-4, Form A given to all grade-
levels in the fall of 1967, Form B in the spring of 1968,
Form C in the fall of 1968, and Form D in the spring of
1969.* -

Iowa ‘Yests of Educational Development, Test No. 7: Abi}EJgL
to Interpret Literary Materials, Form X-4 given to grades
~»-12 in the fall of 1967 and Form Y-.4 given to grader

7-12 in the spring of 1963.

Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appreisal, Form YM given
to graces 9-12 in the fall of 1967 and Foru ZM given to
grades 9-12 in the spring of 1969.

A description of each standardized test follows, including its
purpose and developmental or conceptual base, as well as its
reliability and vaiidity (if reported).

STEP Objective Test of Reading Ability.--This STEP test
measures the student's ahility to understand direct statements,
to interpret and summarize passages, to sue motives of authors,
te nbserve organization of ideas, and to c¢riticize passages with
respect to ideas and purposes of presentation. The reading

*Since the STEP Essay Tusts existed in four equivalent
forms and since we derired to secure as many samples of writing
irom the students as pnssible, the STEP Essay Teat was adminig-
tered four times to the students: at the beginning and end of
each year.
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