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ABSTRACT

A basic introduction to human relations for the
kindergarten child is provided in this teacher's guide. The main
generalization for the unit is '"School is a place where children with
different Lbackgrounds meet and work together. Fach child contributes
his experiences to tne group." Some of the supporting ideas in the
unit are: 1) cChildren in school have similar needs: to learn, to have
friends, to be accepted; 2) Children in school are different in
interests and abilities; and, 3) cChildren bring to school the
different experiences of their own family backgrounds. A large nunler
of learning activities are ocutlined in detail. Instructional
materials sugjgested are highly diverse, and include audiovisual
materials, bocks, and a curriculum kit available from the Center. &
pibliography lists instructional materials cited in the guide and
includes availatility information. % flannelboard story, puppet
story, and songs comprise the appendix. See S0 000 584 for a listing
of related documents. (JLB)
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Main Idea: School is a place uwbare children with different backgrounds meet and work together.
Each c¢hild contributes his experiencss to the groun.
CONTENT LEARIING EXPERIENCES
1. Children in school have similar \Ogenet

1qeeds: to learn, to have frlends,
to he accepted.

Children in school are different
in interests and ebilities.

Children bring to school the
aifferent evveriences of their
ovn family backgrounds.

Children in school learn from

eich other by sharing their
different experiances.

Materials

Books

Belr: - Smallest Boy In The Class

Brothers - Just One e

Jaynes - Friends, Friends, friends

#i11 - My Schoolbook of Flcture Stories

Rand - I Know A Lot of Things

Udry - ¥hat lary Jo Shared

ERIC
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llave the children look arcund the room at the other
boys and girls in the grohp. Ask them to list as
many ways as they can think of that all the children
in the class are alike., Then ask them to list the
ways ia which the children in the class are different.
urite reiponses on tagboard and save them for

future reference, The list will be used again

in Activities 8 and 11.

Yote the nature of pupil observations. Did the
children list feel’nss as well as physical traits?

ere the children aware of color differences?

Note to Teacher: The listing activity is a Cognitive
Task 1 - Concept Formation. Thinking Tasks throughout
the unit ars {dentified in the margin for the

convenience of the teacher,




CONIENT

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Curriculum Kit

Baby dolls (different races)

Flanneltoard Story - Fun With Friends

Hand Puppets - Hy Family, Your Family

Other Materials

Film: DPeople Are Ailke and Different

Record: Little Son;- on 3ig Subjects

Seaps: ‘Jalking to School

Friends! Friends! Friends!

Ring Around The Room

Study Print: Children in School

ERIC
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\Deve19Ement

1,

2.

Show children the two baby dolls from the
curriculum kit. Tell children that these
two dolls have come to live in tha classroom.

a. Ask the children:

B}

3)

4)

5)

6)

What do babies need *t» grow strong
and healthy?

‘that would happen if they did not
get enough food to eat?

Do you think these bables alsc need
to be held and loved?

How do you know what these bablies need?

[lo they need some of the same things
that you need? that do you need?

Do ycu think that children every-
where would need these things?

b. Let volunteers act out onc thing that they
might do to care for one of these babies.

Note: Chiidren may wish to choose names
for the bady dolls before they are pladed
{n the playhouse corner.

Sat up a playhouse for the dolls. Let children
take turns playing the roles of family mexbers
caring for the babies. You may wish to help the
children see that kindness and affection are as
necessary to the bables' well-deing as are food

and rest. 2



CONTENT

LEARNIMG EXPERITHCES

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

I wonder if my drawing
will be as good as thelrs,

I wonder if they'll iike me
o fust be full of stares.

1 wonder if my teacher
will oo’ like Mom or Gram.

I won<er i€ my puppy
«#ill wonder where 1 am.

~= Afleen Fisher

ERIC
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a. After the role playing, discuss why both
babies were glven the same treatment.

b. Let volunteers tell what wmight happen to
bables if they did not get enough food?
enough warm clothes? enough rest? enough
love?

Tell children: Babies need a lot of care when
they are little, But as they grow up, they learn
to do more and more thirgs for themselves. They
learn to play with other children. Soon they are
old enough to go to school. let's see what one
child thought about before the first day of school.

a, Read the poem ‘First Day of School' by
Afleen Fisher.

b. Discuss these questions:

1) that did the child in the poem wonder
about before the first day of school?

2) How did you feel about coming to school
for the first tive?

3) What did you want to learn in school?
4) What did you want to do in school?

¢. Ask the children: UWhy do we come tu school?
Use their statements for a group experience
story '"Coming to Schoel." Children ahould
include in the story such statements as:

We come to school to learn new things.
He come to schcol to make new friends,



CONTENT

LEARVING EXPERIEICES

School Friends Tingerplay

Five little children standing in a row.

The firat one sald, To school we'll go.

The second one said, "VWe'll learn to
write our names.

The third one said, We'll learn new
songs and ganres, -

The fourth one said, "He'll meet new
girls and boys.™

The fifth one said, "We'll play with
all the toys.'

Then the school bell rang -- it rang
once more,

And they all ran inside the classroom
door.

ERIC
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4, Review with the children the many things tray
have laarned since they started kindergarten.
Ask each child to tell something that hs has
learned that he is especially proud of.

a., Select one of these expressive activities:

1) Have each child act out something
new he has learned in kindergarten.

2) Make a picture chart of things the
¢hildren have learned together in
kindergarten.

3) Have each child make a picture
showing something he has learned.

b. Teach the song 'Halking to School.” (See
Appendix,) These four verses to the song
nay be taught: children may wish to make
up acditional verses. liote that action
is fmplied: wealking, writing, duilding.

1'm walkine on to school,
I'm walking on to school,
I'm walking on to school,
To learn to do new things.

I'11 learn to count to ten,
1'11 Yearn to count to ten,
I'1l learn to count to ten,
¥ith friends in school tcday.

I'11 build a big high tower,
I'11 build a big high tower,
I1'11 build a big high tower,
With friends in school today.

|
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LEARNING EXPERIENCES

O
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1'1l share the toys and playtkings,
I'il stare the toys and playthings,
I'11l share the toys and playthings,
With all my true school friends.

5. Read Friends, Friends, Friends by Ruth Jaynés
to the class.

b,

Introduce the dook by asking: What Is a
friend? Why §s it good to have many friends?

After reading, discuss these questions:

1) what does Kimi like to do with her
friends?

2) Is school a good place to make new
friends?

3) what can we do in school to show other
children that we want to be friends?

Help the children make a bulletin roard about
classroom friends, Children may draw and cut
out pictures of their friends or use paper
plates to make faces of their friends., Cut-
out flgures or faces may then be placed on
the bulletin toard under the title "School

"« Friends."

6. Read the flannelboard story "Fun With Frlends."
(See Appendix.)




CONTENT

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Cognitive Task IV - Interpretation
of Attitudes and Feelines

ERIC
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i» After children have heard the story, let
individual children 2ct out things they
like to do. After each action, ask:

Is this fun to do alone?
Is this more fun to do with foiends?

b. Opticnal Activities:

1) Have children list activities that can
be carried on alone, activities that
must be carried on with friends.

2) Llet children draw picture~ showing
somathing in school that they 1like
to do with friends.

Tell children: te all need to learn new things
and make new friends Iin school. But there {s
something else that all of us need. Let's
listen and find out what it is,

4., Read The Smallest Boy in The Class by
Jerrold Beinm,

b. Discuss thege gquestions:
1) V¥hat happened in this atory?

2) How do you think being small made
Jim feel?

3) Have pecple ever teased you about
anything? How d1d you feel adout it?

4) What can you say about how all childrea
want others to feel about them?



COHTENT

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Cognitive Task II -- Interpretation of
Data

ERIC
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8.

Refer back to the list made in the Opener of
ways in which the children in the class are
alike. Help children add such statements as:
We all need to learn; we all need friends;
vwe all need to be liked.

a. Read the list to the class. Ask them:
1) ¥What does our iist tell us?

2} Why do you think we are alike
in many ways?

3} What can you say about all
children in school?

b. Make & big bodk for the library table.
Have each table of chi.dren make cne page
for the book by cutting out from magazines
plctures of boys and girls engaged in
different activities znd pasting these
pictures on tagboard. Make a cover for
the bock with the title "We Are All Alike.'
Fasten the book together with string or
yarn,

Choose thres toys from the classroom (block, doll,
puzzle}.

a, Hold each up in turn and ask: ¥%ho likes to
play with this? Who would rather play with
the block than tha doll? Who would rather
play with the doll than the puzzle? Does
this tell us something about how we are
difterent?
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LEARNING EXPERIENCE
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Show the children pictures 11-12 from My
Schoolbook of Picture Stories (boys and

girls watching one girl feed the fish),
Liscuss these questions:

1}

2)

3)

4)

that are the children
picture?

Do £11 children in ki
to do the same thing?

doing in this

ndergarten like

Yhy do you think different children

1ixe to do different

Hhat do you like to d
kindergarten?

things?

o best in

Play the Stand-up Voting Game with children.
Use the questions bhelow.
the question is "yes," have children stand

up; {f "no,' remain szated. Poiut cut to
children when the game is over t»at different
children in the class have diffeivnt interests.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

How many of you like

How many of you ike
dolls?

How many of you 1ike
trucks best?

How many of you like
dolls best?

How many of you like

If the answer to

to play baseball?

to cut out papar

to play with the

to play with the

to paint best?
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LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Cognitive Tasik II - Interpretation
of Data

O
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10.

11.

Read I Know A Lot of Things by Ann and Paul Rand.

a. Teach the song "Ring Around The Rocm." (See
Appendix.) Select one child to be the leader.
Have tha leader skip around the circle as
the children sing:

Ring, ring sround the room,
Ring, ring around the room,
Ring, ring around the room,
Hhat do you know today?

As the song ends, have the leader tap a

child who ray respond to the guestion by
telling cne thing he knows. Repeat the

procedure with the child who was tapped

becoming the leader.

b. Have children tell things that they would
lika to learn or know. List their ldeas
on tagboard. This list may be used to
gulde future learning activities in the
classroom.

Tell children that we have learned that we
&re alike in many ways but that there are
also waya {n which we are different.

Refer bsck to the list rade In ths Opener of
the ways in whict the children in the class
are different. Help children add such state-
ments as:

We like to do different things.
¥e know about different things.



CONTENT

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
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12.

a. Read the list to the class. Ask them:
1) What does our list tell us?

2) VWhy do you think we are different in
some ways?

3) ¥hat can you say cbout children in
8chool?

b. Have the children fold a 1”7 x 18 sheet of
drawing paper in half, Ask them to draw on
one side of the paper one way in which we
are al.. alike: on the other side, one way
in which we are different. Let children
describe thefr finished drawings.

Show the film People Are Alike and Different.

a. Discuss these questions:

1) ¥ere some of the people in the film
different from you? How were they
different? '

2) Can you remember what the film said all
peorle need? (Food, shelter, love)

3) Why do people need all of these things?

4) What fe the important thing that makes
us a)l alike?

b. Optional Activity: lake a poster chart --
All Children Need. At the top of the chart
draw or paste cut-out plctures oi children

10
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LEARNING EXPERIENCES

OTHER CHILDREN

Lots of other children
The same size as me,
That's Low big 1 anm.

Lots of other children
The same age as me.
That's how old I am,

Lots of other children
All arocund me,
Bui they aren't me.

They haven't got my mother.
They haven't got my daidy.
And they aren't me.

+~ Margaret Hise Brown

Hie
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13.

ik,

of different sizes, ages, races, etc. Line
the chart sov that there vill be three columns.
Head these: Food, Shelter, Love. Have the
children draw and cut out pictures showing
something that could be placed under one of
the headings. Paste_pictures on the chart
and, when completed, ask childwen to state

in sentence form what the chart shows.
Encourage them to verbalize such under-
standings .3:

11 children need food to eat.
All children need a home to live in.
All children need someone to love them.

Read the pcem "Other Children* by Margaret Wise
Brown.

a. Ask children to tell how the child in the
poem is like other children, hov he is
different? Why did he think that having
his own mother and father made him special?

b. Have each child make a life-sized picture
of himself by tracing around his form on
butcher paper, cutting it out ard painting
in features and clothes; or have each child
draw a large picture of himself on 12 x 18
construction paper. Place figures or pictures
01 the walls of the classroom. Children may
use the picture display to tell ways in which
children in the class are alike and different.

Use the two puppets in the curriculum kit to tell
the puppet atory, "My Family, Your Fanily."
(See Appendix.)

11
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LEAPNING EXPERIENCES
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15.

a. Discuss these questions:
1) How are Polly and Peter's families alike?
2) How are they different?

2) Iz your family exactly like your friend's
fanily?

4) Do you think you would be different {f
you lived in a different fami{ly?

b. Let children take turns using the pippets
to tell special ways their familles have
of doing things.

Note to Teacher: Activities 13 and 1% are
designed to develop the understanding that
each child in the clacg, although similar

in many ways to the other children {n the
class, has had a different family experience
and {s therefore unique.

Tell children: Boys and girls in school can
share many things with each other. Today we
will haar a story about a little girl who

shared something special with her clucsmates.

a. Read ¥hat Mary Jo Shared by Janice Udry.

b. Discuss these questions:

1) ¥hy didn't Hary Jo want to bring some-
thing to school that the children had
already seen?

2) What did HYary Jo finally decide to
share with the other children? 12
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CONTENT

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

In developing role playing situations
with young children, these steps should
be followed:

16,

.

3, Wrzt 4o you think the boys and girls
learned from Mary Jo's father?
4) How can boys and girls In school learu

from each other?

Have children tell things that thzy have
learned from each cther in kindergarten.

Optional: Invite children in the class to
bring a father, mother or grandparent to school
to shere with other members of the class, The
class may plan to serve refreshments and share
some songs they have learned with the visitors.

Role play these situations using suggested pictures
from My Schoolbock of Picture Storfes as the focus:

1. Fresenting and discussing the
situvation. a. Pages 1-2: Andy and Susan are building a tall
building. Ray comes to play on the tricycle.
2. Ddiscussing one way to solve the Suddenly Billy runs over and grabs the trike:
problen. "I want to ride that,' he screams., It's mine.
Give it to me.' How can Andy and Susan help?
3. Inviting {nitial participation by
taking a role yourself or by b. Pages 3-u: Joyce and Ted have poured their
assiqning roles to verbal children. orange juice and are watching quietly as Jimmy
takes his turn. Suddenly, the jui~e overflows
4. Discussing the {nitial enactment. the cup, Carolyn and Vicky watch in surprise.
Timothy laughs and says, “Gee, you're sloppy.'
5. Posing other alternatives. What can the children do to help?
6. Acting out alternatives. ¢. Pages 15-16: Mary Jo i3 firs* in line tc get
a drink of water. The other children are
7. Exploring alternatives fer walting in line for their turn. John walked
consequences. over to the line and tried to push {n front of
Q Susan. Susan yelled, You can't get in front
a,[zlz\!(:‘a decision as to the best of me, Go to the end of the line." What can
ative, the children do to help? 13
. P I |
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LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Optional Language Arts Activity:

Have children pantomime different
people or things they might like

to be for a kittle while--

a giant

a magiclan
8 princess
a train
ete,

ERIC
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17.

d. Pages 18-20: Bobhy and Linda are playing
on the see-saw. Ted was playing witk the
big ball and Mary Jo was playing by herself
on the cliabing ladder. Bobby gave the ges-
saw a big bump and held Linde uyp in the air.
"Let me down," called Linda, “Scaredy-cat
girl," laughed Bobby. 'I like to see girls
cry."  What can Mary Jo and Ted do to help?

Note to Teacher: When children have finished role
playing, summarize this activity by pointing out
that children learn from each other {n school by
working togethar to solve problems.

Say “He are learning that children are alike and
that they are also different. Let's find out
what one little boy thinks of himself.'

a. Read Just One Me by Alleen Brothers.

b. Discuss these questions:

1) What were aome oF the things that
Jinmmy wanted to bo?

2) Have you ever wanted to be something
else for just a little while?

3) What did Jismy €inally decide to be?
Why?

4) Why is §t good to be yourself?

14
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CONTENT LEARNING EXPERIENCES

18, Play the song “I'm Proul To Be Me' from the
record Little Sonis on Big Subjects. Have
children learn this song. Ask each child
to tell something about himself that he is
proud of by completing this sentence:

I'm proud to be me because.......

‘Cognitive Task Il -- Interpretation of Dats: \Conclusion

Show children the study print picture: Children in
School, Use this picture as the basis for a summarizing
dlscussion, Ask thesi guestions:

1)} What can you tell me about the children in
this class?

2) Why do you think that each child in this
class is important?

3) W¥hat can you say about the way in which
children learn fvom each other in sihool?

ERIC
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Audiovisual Materials
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1.
2,

3.

APPCNDIX

Flannelboard Story: Fun With Friends
Puppet Story: My Family, Your Family

Songs: Falking to School
Friends! Friends! Friends!

Ring Around The Room
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