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Introduction and Summary

Monroe County needs a dynamic public library serving all of its
citlizens. The present, crowded, dismai, unirspiring, fifty year old
building is physically bur,iing at the seams. it is not possible to
conduct a ful! program 65 service for the Gbunfy from the present
faci!itles.

People have many interests. The rislng level of educaticn In
the €ounty makes our citizens more aggressive in thelr needs: needs
for how=io—do~It+ materials and informat!on on a wlde range of subjects,
needs stimulated by the ever Increasingly availabie cultural activities,
needs for creatlive respite from many pressures, and the needs of
children for wholesome !iterature to replace or a° least supplement
the material readily avallable to them in drugstores and on television.

In an increasingly complex soclety, we all need the informetion
and guidance offered by }!brarles +to deal with the many problems we
encounter. But we also need the respite, refreshmont, and recreation
avallable through the written word and other materials.

The following document traces in some detai! conditions which
af fect present and future library service for Monroe'CBunTy. A range
of feasible services is suggested for Implementing the objectives of
the Library. Not an outline or a blueprint, this report Is intended
to offer background Information analyzed and interpreted in relation
to library philosophy. Possible éervlces which can help fultili the
Library's objectives are suggested. Guided by this presentation, thé
professlona!{Ilbrary staff and Its Board of Trustees can plan a sound

program for future development.



Historically, the population a d industrial growth of Monroe
County has n-'t been dramatic. One ti.ousand new population per year
seemed a safe estimate in 1960. However, there Is mounting evicence
that the €ounty nas been growing much more rapidly since 1960 1han
previously. Industria' arowth, Indiana University, and the Monroe
County Reservcir are among important factors influencing this rew
growth in the Cou' ty. They must be taken Into consideration in
planning a litrary for the fiLtur:. However, even Monroe County's
apparent qew growth is somewhat iess than that of elther the State

or the Country. The L.S. ¥a++ern of rural=urban shift Is found in

our €ounty, too. Here we see an extremely slow but steady movement

to the clty.

Studi=s of library use have shown a direct relationship between
income=ecucatio and Iibrary use. The median ircime ¢f Monroe County
Is beiow that o” the State or the Natlfon. Of 14,000 famllles, 2,716
'fve o1 less thar $3,C00.

Even w..en the Uriversity pooulation is Incl..deu, 50 per cent of
the €ounty's adults ere without a high school dip'ora. The average
education leve' (11.8 1is high, but does not reveal that there are
9,500 adults with el ; t- grace education or less. The most conserva-
tive calcu'ation shows 1,220 functionally 1llitsrate adu'ts (1960
Census, those of less than 5th grade educationl. Those working with

such adults, e timate the figure to be cioser to 3,000.




Occupations.

TABLE 1. SUMMARY OF OCCUPATIONS

U.S.A. Indiana Monroe County
Professional 11.2 9.8 18.9%
Clerical 14.7 13.4 13.5
Craftsmen, Fo-eren *2.8 14..9 11.8
. Operatlives 18.0 21.7 18.5

* Mote high percent of professiona!

The Inclusion of “he University population distort. the
slgriflcance of rneny ficures. The fact that 2 large nercentage
hoid ~rnfessional positions or that the €ourty para'leis the State
and Cruntry In machin. operators does not tell about thos. individuals.
The professional and the c erical or machine operative are very
differert iibrary users.

Generel Characteristics to Concider In Planning Library Services.

An increasingly comp'ex urbanized soclety.

Industrial and business growth.

Monroe County clitizars are highly group conscious anc highly
(peihaps overiy) organiz-d.

Mayor Hooker's Downtown Renewal Plan.

Léke Morroe Reservoir.

Growirg Federa! and State aid, support,” and leader<nip coupled
with at Increasing State concerr for local interests.

Monro-» Countv Is not a honoganeous community. At 'east two
verv clistinct communities can te Identified: for examp e, the rich

and poor extremec are out of oroportion.



he w<sentlal recommedetions of thlis siudy are:

:
:

‘ec jon.

Every effort rhould be made to enlarge the Library's col ection to
appropriately include the whole gamut of rscorded information o
all levels of interest and ab!lity. Every fzasible technique
should be exploited to make the Library's collection truly
accessible to all the County's residenic.

Orientation and lnstruction in the Use of the Library's Collection and
Services. :

The Library should employ ail the avaliable te hniques to assure
that materials, iInfo:mation, programs, -rd the who.e range of Iibrary
services are used effectively.

Services for Individuals.

As one of a few agencies iIn today's society in w!ich the individual
can remain an individual, the Library has = very sp cial obllgation
to develop e'ery method it can to aid the . dividual in facing the
Increasin; complexities of soclety, to off-r respite and recreation,
to support and encourage his need for corntinuing education, and to
supply factual Information. The Library should be broughtconven-
“lently to the individual in every way possille.

Serviges for Groups.
indiera, and Monroe County, 1s group consciou. . The Library should
make specia efforts to see that groups, orgaaizati ns, and clubs
receive top level servire from the Library in widening the scope
of their programs to supplying leacership in bringi .g together those
interested to explore and feaa the €ounty's ‘uture progress.

The citizens of Monroe County deserve and r..,uire saturation library
service. |If the Library Is to pluy a vital leadership role in helping
Monroe County develop its full potential, it .1s not e ough simply to
collect materia:s and house them in a building In the center of the
largest city in the County. The Library, its staff, its collectio,,

and Its services need o break down the physical and psychological

walis of +he-bulldlng nd carry the Library into the lives and businesses



Lah o

of all citizens who can benefit. Under the direction of Charles
Hunsberger and the present Board of Trustezs, the Library has

already assumed +his role.

I+ has been suggested that a |lbrary buiiding can never be too
large: that an Imaginative librarian will expand his co!lection and
his services to fllf any given space. While this Is demonstrably true,
It Is of little help In planning a facilify. The present |lorary
activities and their demanding growth do suggest tc the observer,
however, that the usual, conservative standards for designing a

: @
bui iding ought to be viewed with a skepticai eye.

The Bul.ajng.

A new library building should te constructed rather than tr.ing to
remodel the present bullding ard build an addition on 1+.

The size =f the new building may vary from 45,000 to 52,000 sq. ft.
gepending ¢n what services and functions it Is to house.

Before d@@W®ing on the approximate size of the buiiding, It witl
be necesgary to outline In detall the services and functlons ihe
building is to contain.

The site should be chosen using the criteria outiined later In the
report. An examination of possitie sites suggests that the area
bounded by College, Lincoln, Third, and Severth Streets would be
desirable. ' :



Monroe County: The Past, The Present, and The Futare

| troduction.
I+ has been sald that someone who plans for the future is an
optimist. [t is an unusuél public agency which truly plais for +hé
future. The Monroe County Public Library Is such an agency.
The Monroe County Public Library has a dual ro:e. 'n planning
the future |ibrary serQlces, the soard of Trusteées Is at the same
time fulfiiliing the Library's almo.t sacr.d dollga+lon to help the
:clfy and county plan Its future. The Board is indeed fortunate to

be operating Ir an eavironment of ula ning and of opflmlsm.» Many
CGourty civic groups, County leader-, and the Clity administration

‘are concerrer 1ot only with the fine traditions and history o-

Monroe County but also with continuirng and ouilding from the County's
strenaths.

With Fecera! and State support now avatl!abie for !maginative
iocal use, the Monroe Ccunty Pub'ic Library can bc o1e o- the spear-
he:ids tn County development. The role . the Monroe County Pub'ic
Library wili rlay in the future Is ulready evident in developmerts
of the last year.

A library can be a passive Institution . oncerned with the archiva'
furction ot -electing from the tota! record of 1ran's knowleage +hosé
[tems worthy of preservation, organizing the:e materials for .1se, seeing
that the supp'y of authentic I-formation In aiways aval'abte, a!lowing

peopte to use the informatior in the iibrary for educational purposes



and supplying books and other recorded experience and ldeas for the
variety of non-re.earch puposes such as pleasure and satisfaction of
curfosity. Or a library can be more, as the Monroe County Library
has been demonstrating. Building on these essentlally passive
activities, a library-can be a~ active agent In helping citizens,
leaders, business anu industry cope witl the Increasingly complex
world which we all face: a Ilbrary can “ollow or a library can
lead. The Monroe County Public Library koard of Trustees has
chosen the latter role: not only to assi. t and support, but also
tc stimulate and lead.
History.

First occupled by the Miamis, the southern part of the County
named for President Jam s Monroe was obtalned from the Indians
in 1809 by Harrison's Purchase. Tte northern area of Monroe
County was added In 1818. Monroe County's first settlemrent
was made In present Bloomington in "816. " Two years later the
modern boundry of Monroe County was set.

The early settlers of Monroe County came almost entirely
from the south: from southern Indiana, from Kentucky, and later
from the Carolinas, Vii'ginla anc Te:nessee. Monroe County's
history Is the history of conservative, southern Infllence. This
mgs+ be consldere. In developina a-y new program.

Before anything else Impresses +hennew visitor to Monroe
County, he senses and feels the frbendly,'warm, interested attitudes

¢
of I+s citizens. This Is an important == a priceless == attitude.



I'f the Public Library can serve its citizens by exploring with
them thelr real needs and interests, it will have real, human
support. |+ has this obligation. In fact the program is under-
way with such brojecfs as bookmobile expansion.

The Popu'ation.

To a major extent a library can be defined by the community
it serves. For example, one of the determining differences between
an elementary school library and a university library is that the
first 1s concerned primarily with I+s young student community
while the latter focuses Its attention on the faculty conmunl}y.
Every Ilbra}y serves at least part of its community == ;ffen”
only those who come into The library. But every library also
has a much farger community which can benefit from |ibrary
services. That elementary school library, for example, also
serves the teachers, the administration, parents concerred with
education, and perhaps othei's; the university library also serves
administration, graduate students, undergraduate studen:s, and
scholars around the world. The alert library is not satisfied
In serving only the loyal users, but Is anxious to be a total
[ibrary to al! Its community.

What Is the community of Monroe County's Public Library?
What is happening to the County to affect 1t+s residents?

Even discounting the fact that with the 1950 Census University
students are included in population counts, Monroe County is
growing. Through 1959 the-County grew at about the same rate as

the population of the State as a whole, that Is 18.3 per cent for



Monroe County between 1950 and 1960; 18.5 per cent for the State
In the same ten years. (The rate of growth for the population of
the Unl+¢d States as a whole between 1950 and 1960 was also 18.5
per cent.) Up to 1960 Monroe County was not expanding rapidly
but merely paralleling the Nation.

I'n 1963, using a simpie ratio method, Kenneth L. Schellle and
Associates (Master Plan Report, Monroe County Indlapa) projected
Honroe County population growth as follows:

TABLE |l. TWENTY YEAR PROJECTION OF MONROE COUNTY POPULATION

History Projection

1950 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980
County 50,080 59,225 63,990 69,515 75,978 83,401
Indiana| 3,934,224 4,662,498]) 5,043,000 | 5,484,000 | 6,000,000 | 6,594,000

Some clalm Schellie's estimates to be conservative. There Is
some evidence to support their claim. As is evident throughout the
present report, the influx of new Industry, the factor of Lake
Monroe, and other Infiuences are causing a greater surge of growth
since 1960 than had been witnessed In the preceeding decades.

A study made by the Indiana Highway Commission In early 1966
shows an Increase In Monroe County population of between 10 and
18,000 In the next twenty years.

The major areas of growth In Monroe County are three: The
Grandview Community (with the Leonard Springs developme t)==VanBuren
Township; Ellettsville, including the Richland=-Bean Blossom area;

and the Monroe County Lake.
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The Grandview Community has doubled from 1960 to 1965 and
experts predict that 1+ will at least double in the five ycars
from 1965 to the close of the decade.

Dr. Clarence Stewart, County Superintendent of Schools, In
a study completed In Nove.ber 1965, offered the following figures
for school growth in VanBuren Township. Mr. Stewart's projection
is considered to be on the low side.

TABLE |11, VANBUREN STUDENT ENROLLMENT

1962 [ 1963 | 1964 | 1963|1266 | 1967 | 1968 | 1969 | 1970
Grades 1-6 376 | 457 ] 553 638|| 733| 842] 968| 1064 1170
Grades 7-8-9 249|| 273| 300 321| 343 367
Grades 10-11-12 175]] 183 | 192 | 201| 212| 225

Ellettsville, Including portions of both Richland and Bean-
Blossom Townships, is also growing though not as rapidly as VanBuren.
The Monroe County Lake is another stor'y. Approximately 90

per cent of the lake area is in Monroe County; botn Brown and
Jackson counties share the rest. |f statistics were to be examined
at present, one might conctude that this area is on the decline,
for there has been a slight decrease i.. popu'ation as construction
for the Lake has proceeded. There is, of course, anticipation, and
sound anticipation, of growth. But as yet no statistics indicate
such growth. The growth section of the Monroe County Lake Is that

part in Monroe County. There can be lit+tle question that this area
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will be a major drawing card not only for recreatianal develop-
ments (10,000 campers are predicted for the summer of 1968), but
also for future tousing and population concentration. It would do
well for the Library to watch this area closely.

Bloomington==inc luding as [+ does both Bloomington Township
and portions of Perry Township=-has bee~ growing too. The Park
Ridge Estates on the east side of town are a dramatic example of
rapid and recent growth. The November 1965 Special Census for
the City of Bloomirgton found the mid-decade population of the
City to be 42,058.

A recenfiy completed (Spring 1966) Census of Bloomington's
pre-school age children showed that unti| 1966 there was a
population increase of 250 to 350 students per year. In 19€5-
1966 the increase was 600.

Mayor John Hooker has estimated that betwee. 1960 and 1975
25,000 people will be added to the population of Mo.roe County. A
total of 84,300 population in 1975, or approximate'y 1,500 per
year rather than the 1,000 estimated by Schellie. Wnlle there
Is growing evidence to support such :ew estimates, =nd while it Is
increasingly 'lkely that the old estimates are too co:servative,
we are not yet able fo conclusiv- .y document t1-is increased
irowth. One thousand five hundred per year is probably an

acceptable growth figure.




12

TABLE |v. COUNTY TOWNSHIP POPULATION 1960

Beari-B|lossom Township 1,409
Bentor Township 1,432
Bloomington Township 25,237
Clear Creek Township 2,250
indian Croek Township 770
Perry Township 19,730
Poilk Township 572
Richland Town.hin 3,783
Salt Creek Township 837
VanBuren Township 2,209
Washington Township 993

Age.

Again using 1950 3nd 1960 as a rellable base, the age
characteristics of the population parallel those of the CounTy
and the State. The greatest increase between 1350 aad 1960 was
In the age group 5 to 1! years old. The percentage of tnose In
Monroe County 65 years of age and.over wés 7.2 In 1960, some=
what 'ower than the National (8.5) or the State (9.3 per cent).
To be concrete: 1in 1960 Monroe County had 4,245 citizens over 65.
Urban-Rural Shiff.

The urban population of Monroe County has Iricreased from
59.9 per cent of the total population in 1950 to 62.4 per cen+
in 1960 (a growth of 11.3 per cett as compared to the Indiana
State [ncresse in this same decade of 23.5 per cent). The popula-
tion increase in Bloomington between 1950 and 1960 (discounting the
false Increase in 1950 when for the first time University stuaent
enrol Iment was Included In the Census) was 11.6 per cent. There
is |it+le reason to suspect that this pattern of growth concentration

in the urban areas will charge. The ‘'rural non=farm population has
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increased 4.1 per cent from 23.1 to 27.2. A decline of nearly
60 per cent in the rural farm population from 17 per cent to 10.4
per cent (a much more rapid movement than the State's minus 27.2
per cent) Is further evidence that Monroe County Is witnessing
the general move in the United States today from a farming to
a non=farming economy from a rural to an urban orientation.
The figures of urban growth indicate within our Coun¥y 8 situation
parallel to the Country as a whole, that Is, the increasing
Importance and magnitism of the metropolitan environment.
Raclal and Ethnic Groups.:

Though the University (total population in 1960: 59,725)
Is Included, the 1960 Census fligures do reveal 2,779 residents of
foreign stock (approximately 5 per cent), the largest groups In
1960 represenflpg Germany (443), United Kingdom (336), Asia (330),
Canada (319), and U.S.S.R. (202).

TABLE V. COUNTY NON-WHITE POPULATION

1960 1965
Negro 704 816
Other Non-White 361 659

There Is a greater Increase In “other non-white" than In the
population in general. Negro population is within projected
growth. I+ Is possible that the non-Negro, non=white population
Is a reflection of the University's increasing committment to

Far Eastern education.




~ Educational Level.

Monroe County has a higher educationa’ level than the State,
the Country as a whole, or even urban U.S. areas. This can in
large part be attributed to University staff and does not indicate
the vast diversity and range of formal education In the County.

TABLE VI. COUNTY EDUCAT!ONAL LEVEL, 1960

|7 xears of Schoollng
Area e Completed, Ady ts 25
Years of Age and Qver
U.S.A. ' 10.6
Urban U.S.A. 11.1

Eastern North Central United States
(Ohio, Indiana, Iilinols, Michigan,

and Wisconsin)} 10.7
indiana 10.8
Monroe County ' 11.8

Nine thousand four hundred ninety=nine of our adult citizens
are trying to face an increasingly complex world with 8th grade
education or less. The experts today conslider anyone wlth less
then 5th grade education to be functionally {lliterete. By this
conservative defin!tion, Monroe County in 1960 had 1,220 functional
Illiterates. Those working with such adults estimate the figure
to be closer to 3,000.

Usually an adult with 8th grade education or less does not use
reading an¢ writing with the ease needed for coping with today's

Jobs or family and community problems. The dropout is pot a new

14
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phenomera: more people (and & higher percentage) com'ete school
today than ever‘before. The requirement of a high sc.ool diploma
for an Increasing number of Jobs I. new. {1 is this w.ich makes
the dropout, the atfult with less tian a high school e tcation,
a growing burden on himself and on society. Morroe Courty has
14,323 (or 50 per cent of its adults over 25 compared to the
U.5.'s 53.75) adults who have not ¢émpleted high school.
lncome.

The median family Income In Monroe County ts $5,395 (1959)
comparea with the State average of $5,798 and the Watio al

average of $5,657.

TABLE VII. COUNTY ?AMILY INCOME, 1959
No. & Per Cent of Monroe Co. Per Ce t of
Fami!ies In Group Indiana Families

ircome Group Number Per Cent tr G-oup
Under $ 1,000 5€5 4.0 4.4
$ 1,000 - § 1,999 935 6.6 6.2
$ 2,000 - § 2,999 1,216 £.6 7.4
$ 3,000 - § 3,999 | 1,893 12.7 9.1
$ 4,000 - § 4,999 | 1,814 12.8 11.8
$ 5,000 - $ 5,999 | 1,968 13.8 13.6
$ €£,000 - § 6,999 1,436 1C.1 11.6
$ 7,000 - § 7,999 | 1,242 . 8.7 9.3
$ 8,000 - § 8,999 969 6.8 7.1
$ 9,000 - § 9,999 588 4.1 5.1
$10,000 - $14,999 ) 1,164 8.2 1.4
$15.00C - $24,999 384 2.7 2.8
$25,000 and over 140 1.0 0.9
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The s "niflcance of the median family income and median
educational level is not the high educational level, the relatively
good income level, but the wide range In vuo  cf these. Monroe
County has both hign!'y educated peonle an' reople with a very low
level of formal educa<~ion. In 1960 there were 9,499 adulte of

25 years or older who nad completed no more than elght years of

schooiing. In a day when it Is Increasirgly difficult for even
high school graduates to find employmert thi 1is a seriously
handicapped group of peopl!e. In a totnal popiiiation of 57,425,

9,499 adults with less than a junlor high school éduca+lon is
a high figure, much “~tgher tran the impressive median educational
level of 11.8 would seem to Indicate.

Likewwise median family income. A 7ediar of $5,395 lndlcaTes
that 5C near cent of ~ll familles in Morrce County must live
on less tnan this figure. |Indeed oi the 14_.3 familles living
In Mo roe County ir 1959, 2,716 subsided on :c¢ss than §3,700
total family Income. At the other end o' tr. economic spectrum,
1,688 fari ies had an Income of $10,000 or mcre.

Bcth educatio- and Income spread indicaie special a 4 very
difficul: sets of rircumstances which the . ~Iic kibrary must

consider In its deieloping of cervices for tne future.




Occupation.
TABLE Vili. OBGUPATION GROUPS OF COUNTY EMPLOYED, 1960

- No. & Per Cent iy
Distribution, Per Cent
County _IDistribution
Occupation Group No. % “Indiana U.S.A.
Professional, Technical 4,268 18.9 9.8 11.2
Farm & Farm Managers 386 1.7 4.7
Managers & Offictals 1,540 6.8 7.3
Clerical Workers 3,045 13.5 13.4 14.7
Sales Workers 1,327 5.9 6.8 6.6
Craftsmen, Foremen 2,669 11.8 i4.© 12.8
Operatives 4,162 18.5 21.7 18.0
. Private Household Workers 596 2.6 1.9 3.3
‘ Service Workers 2,809 12.5: 8.3 . 9.0
Farm Laborers? 167 0.7 1.5
l.Laborers Excepy Farm 1,099 4.9 5.1
Not Reported 489 | 2.2 4.6 g
| Total Employed ' | 22,557 |, 100.0 100.0

The percentage of those employed in agriculture In Monroe
County Is less than that for the State (2.7 per cent for Monroe
County, 6.5 for Indiana). While the ménufacfurlng cf electrical

. equipment !s important to the County, manufacfu}lng as a whole
emp[oys a smaller percentage of Monroe éounfy's residents +han
of the State's (23.8 per:cent lﬁ the County, 35.4 for Indiana).
Those employed In professlonal occupations (s;e also Table 1,
page 3) represent a much Hgher pércenfage (18.9 per cent) than
that fog the State (9.8 per cent) or the U.S.A. (11.2 per cent).
(The Inclusion of University personnel and students overweights

these ¢lgures).
L
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Other major occupations are: clerical (virtually the
same per cent for'The County as for the State, and only slightiy
lower than the NaTIonal percentage); craftsmen and foremen
(slightly less than either the Nation or the State); operai.ves
(same as the Country, but slightly lower than the State
percentage); and service workers represeriting 12.5 per cent
of employed persons (considerably higher than the State's 8.3
per cent or the Nation's 9.0 per cent).

Transportation and Communication.

Compared with the State, fewer Monroe County residents .
work outside of the County and more walk to work. Many adults
(approximately 72 per cent) trave! fo their place of work by
private car. Otherwise there seems to be |ittle deviation
from the transportation patterns of the State. Lack of a
County bus system, and the slow phasing out of rallroad service
increases the reliance on private cars. The airport, improvement
is an Indication of County transporation expansion and develop-
ment. The FAA and the State Aeronautics Commission is supborfing
the development of Indiana airports in keeping with the trend
they see toward decentralization of industry. This trend, the
commissioners note, is giving smalfler communities a chance to
compete with larger ones for new industry.

Two radio stations operate within Monroe County, WTTS AM
and FM, and WFIU=-FM. WTTV (Channel 4) serves as a local outlet

for ABC=TV and also offers considerable local programming. In




19

addition, of course, stations in Indianapolis, Evansville,
Loulsviile, and Terre Héufe reach Monroe County with FM, AM,
and TV. The possibility of an increase in the range of program
fare is suggested by cablie TV.

lndustry and Business.

There are two large industries empioying more than 2,000
peopie == Radio Corporation of America (color TV sets); and
Sarkes Tarzian, Inc. (electronic equipment).

No other industries employ more than 1,000. But both
Otis Elevator and Westinghouse Electric Corporation (switchgear
apparatus) employ more than 500. General Electric's Major
Appliance and Hotpoir® Division (which has takern over the
plant vacated by Frankiin Manufacturing) expects to employ
neariy 400 oy 1967. Otner major industries are:

Limestone quarrying and fabricaticn,
*» Construction, and
Indiana Untversity.
The Monroe County Airpcrt is a major factor in industrial

as weii as recreational growth in the county. Expaﬁ%ion in
late 1966 wili serve to increase The airport's significance. We
can expect the already sound industrial economy of Monroe County

to remaln secure; we can watch the future for further deveiopments

of Industry.

9
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Educational, Cultural, and Recreational Resources.

For some time educational leaders in Monroe Courty have been
urging a one unit school ptan. Though the vote was against the
plan in 1966, it is bound to be accepted eventually. A one
unit schoo! plan wiil allow for wider growth in education, for
all the advantages of county wide school administratior, and
for tighter coordination. When such a plan goes into cffect
there will no longer be any question of equal educational
opportunity. This has significance for a public library serving
the whole Gounty. For with pride in a tota! school system,
better facilities and shared resourcsz in the schools, the "
Public Library can exsect a new impact from school students

and faculty in all areas of the @Qounty.

At present the following schools exist in Monroe County:

Bloomington
13 Elementary schools (including
St. Charles Borrouieo School)
3 Junior High Schools
1 Junior=Sentor High School
1 Nursery - 12 grades
(University High)

Richland-Bean Blossom Corporation
2 Elementary Schools
1 High School

Washington Township
1 Elementary School

Benton Township
1 Elementary through High School

Salt Creek Township
2 Elementary Schools

Polk Township
1 Elementary School

Clear Creek Township
1 Elementary School
1 Elementary through High
School

Indian Creek Township
1 Elementary School

VanBuren Township
1 Clementary School
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TABLE |X. COUNTY SCHOOLS

Elementary . 24
Junior High 3
Senior High 1
Junior=Senior High Combined 1
Elementary fhrough High School 1

TOTAL 30

TABLE X. [INDIANA UNIVERSITY POPULATION STATISTICS, 1965-66

STUDENTS (FALL SEMESTER 1965)

Total 23,612
Married 4,768%
Number Married Students Living in

University Housling 2,100
Number of Dependents of Married

Students Unknown
Single Students Total 18,844
Number Single Students in University

Housing estimate 9,000
Number Single Students not In

University Housing estimate 9,800
Number of Students In Fraternities

and Sororities 2,800
Foreign Students 1,000

*The total number of married students does not indicate
whether one or both members are students. This information is not
avalilable.
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FACULTY
Total 1,719
Full Time Academic Staff 1,377
Lecturers : 125
Research Associates . 157
Unlversity School 53
Non=instructors 207

FACULTY LIVING IN UNIVERSITY HOUSING
(Spring 1966)

Total cl50
RedBud 3
University Apartments 48
Evermann 19
Campus View 43
Tullip Tree 19

in summary, total faculty and academic staff of Indlana
Untversity numbers 1,719, of which about 150 Iive in University
housing. Twenty-three thousand six:hundred énd twelve students live
In Bloomington (4,768 married and 18,844 single).
Libraries.

In additfon to the Monroe County Library other Iibraries
make materials aval!able t¢ the County: The Bureau of Publlc

Discussion (Indiana University)¥*; The indlana Unlversity Libraries

*The expansion’and development of the services of the 8ureau's
Library witl have an impact 'on the State's public Iibrartes including
Monroe County Publiic Library. Speciallzing in current, ephemeral
materials concerning contemporary problems, the Bureau and its Library
is providing Information and experts directly *o Individuals and
through public Ilbraries on an increasingly aggresslive basis.




Including subject collections used by the public such as the
Law Library, Geo‘ogy Library, LIlly Library (rare boors), and
the very specialized resources of such divisions as the Slavic
Cotllection, Asian Studies Reading Room, etc.

School Ilbraries supportirg the county schools' currlcu'um
and recreatlional requirements of the school, student, faculty,
administration, and parent are uneven in development. The
llbrarfes of Bloominaton High School and the University School
(pre=school through arade 12) are outstanding. The n-ed for
elementary schoo Iibrary facilitles Is just now belng dealt
with. The Bublic Library continues to assist the d velopment
of a sound school library system. The continuing growth of
good schooi |lbrarles for all grades will Increase the amount
and sophistlcatlon of student-faculty publlic |fbrary use.
Museums.

The Indlana University Museum(in Maxwell Hal! on campus)
wou'd seem to be the only agency responsible for the preserva-
tion of County history and artifscts. The Lilly Library has many
fine §tate and Gounty histories and rare books.

Wylle House, the restored home of the first President of

Indiana Unlversity, houses mid=19th Century artifacts.
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Art and Music.

There are two art galleries In the Coun+y, both located in
Bloomington. The avallability of Indiana University's broad and
crowded music, theatre, and art programs is a particular asset
to Monroe County. The programs, open to a'!!, stimulate Irterest.
Qutdoor Recreation.

The Monroe County Reservolr has been discussed, and many
other recreational opporturnities have teen outlined. Lake Lemon
Is ore of the fine outdoor recreatioral spots in the area. The
City of Bloomingtor has proviaded swimming facilities In +he city.
And 11 shoulc not be forgotten that the County's natural attractions
are always prasent.

Clues and Organizations.

Delta Sigme Kappa was able to Identify more tran twelve
dozer clubs and organizationz in Bloomington. At least two
dozer reveal a county-wide membership by thelr title alone.

Other formal cluos and organizations exist, and experience
wou-d lead one to conclude tnat many Informal clubs and groups
exist In addition.

The Excrarge, Kiwanis, Lyons, Optimists, and Rotary Clubs
are all particularly active in te County. Organizations such as
the Boy]/s Club of Bloomington, Inc., servirg youth, are made even
rore Importa~t by the lack of the usual Y faci!ities in fhe County.
Bloomingtor's Westside and Comrnunity Centers are a‘so vital to the

City an<, to some extent, the Codnfy.




25

Religion.

In the City of Bloomington alone nearly two dozen jndlvldual
religious facilities can be identified in the Blggnﬂngign Ielephone
Directory. Smithvi!le, Bloomfield, Ellettsville, and Stanford also
are identified as having churches.

tn addition to the wide range and large number of church
facilitles, Monroe Courty - Bloomington in particular = has many
religious groups and organizatlons meeting formally and informally
In and outside the church. Several of their activities, for
example, adult education activities, are of particular pertinence

to the Public Library.

Soclial Problems and Irends.

The factors influencing development of Monroe County are
neither unusual, nor apt to change suddenly or radically in the
forseeable future.

The University will continue to grow in size and Influence.

As it grows the University will continue to assume many of the
cultural and educational responsibilities of the County. Outstanding
though they are, the programs all too often are directed to the
educational ellte. Industries will continue to expand and to bring
in some outside operatives and many professional men. The schools
will continue to strive for consolldation. The development of im=
proved school Iibraries is starting and, hopefully, some aspects of

a school library system are possible even without school consolidation.
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Eelonging = belonging *c ciucs, orgentzations, formal and
informal groups = wil! continue to be an important socia! pattern.
Many adults with low Income ana adults with [It+le education will
be with us for several decades even at the most optimistic. At
+he same time the traditional Hoosier hospitality, warmth and friend-
liness will be present.

The slow change from farm to urban enterprise will contlnue,
The attention drawn to future deveiopment by Mayor Hooker's down=
town renewal plan is as important as the plan itself. |If the
County takes aggressive interest In its own direction of growth,
then many problems car te articipatza and dealt with on a long
range basis. For exawple, the pote-tial Influence of the Monrce
County Reservoir has not been realized. Beyond the obvious annual
Influx of tourists what will this facility mean?

The possibility that populatio.. growth will continue to
increase at a slightly more accelerated rate than in the past is
real. For the immediate d=cade, at icast, i+ seems inevitable
that the Qounty will ada poputation in greater numbers than ir
preceeding decades.

The Influence, support. and direction from State and Federal
sources wi'| affect Monnoe County as It will other counties in
other states. Smaller poriitical units will look more to the

State than previouzly as state agencies become Increasingly
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responsible for distributirg and overseeing federal funds. I+t
Is an ercouraging rote that the Monroe County Public Library has
formed 1ts own Foundation in the tradition of self=help and
energetic enterprise.

Monroe County Is a strong and growing area which needs
and demands outstanding public library services, col lections, and

facllities,
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SERVICES

The purpose of library services is an oft confused but very
simple one. A library selects,, develops and offers services to
fulflll Its purpose in the community.

Once a Library Board of Trustees determines the general
policies and objectives of their community's library, It Is up
to “he Librarian and his staff to determine which servfces will
best meet these objectives. There has been and perhaps always
will be a tendency for libraries to imitate one another. Thus
without looking too far afield one can see a library offering
a particular service for no other reason than another library
has offered the service and found It successful. This is poor
[tbrary philosophy: 1t is ineffective Ilbfary practice. The
value of examining the community of a particular tibrary is that
this examination can uncover and clarify real community needs:
needs often prevlously unrecognized and unidentif'ed. It should
follow then that 1f a library is to be truly successful, It must
first de+ermine.comnunlfy needs arid then, looking at the library's

chosen objectives, attempt to identify and develop services which

will best meet those community needs within the Ilbrary's objectives.



Nonetheless, it is possible, looking at library history,
to see a particular service or technigue run rampant through the
Country and applied indiscriminately in one library after another.
It Is our sincere hope that the present survey will help the
Monroe County Public Library avoide this pitfall. !+ is further
hoped that the Monroe County Public Library will select and develop

those services which truly fit its unique aims.

A brief look at library history iIn this country would lead
one to ccnclude that the publlcillbrary has bng led the way ‘in Thf
deve lopment of active, aggressive |ibrary services. Based or the
mid=19th Century premise that an educated, alert clitizenry would
make both for greater individual happiness and a stronger country,
the public library opened its doors with the idealistic bellef fhaf

people would eagerly educate themselves = pull themselves up by the

bootstraps = i? simply presented with a good quality book collection.

Librarv leaders are not nearly so naive in the 1960

Although a collectior or materials — recorded information in
all forms representing the wide gamut from respite to scholarty
interest - 1s the wherewithal with which a !ibrary operates, i+
does not make a Iibrary. What Is_done with these materials is
what separates a library from a mere collection. A those

activities which attempt to make materials more accessible, which

29
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cause them to be more widely used, a d which encourage more
thoughtful and creative use of matertals are services. slmply
put, any technique, program, or other method which helps to
get mate ifals and peopie together is a service. Services are
what make a library.

Although continuing education or self-education was a prime
driving force In the develiopment of the putlic library as we ~now
it today, library |eaders at the outset of public Itbra y move-
ment rea'lzed the co=equal values of recreation and informa-~ion.
Information for those who need to make sound decisions and
recreation for the Iiteral re-creation we all find necessary
In order to pursue freshly our many tasks and duties.

Education, recreatior and information=-the public library of
today.

In order to fulfill these general objectives the public
iTbrary has witnessed many innovatlons and experiments. For
example., shortly after the Civil War reference service was
developed when {ibrarlens found that 1+ was not enough to have
authoritative Information on the shelves. Many peopie needed

quidance to find and use the information efficlently and eccurately,

et 1t o,



To illustrate with a later example, there was great emphasis in
the public library on services to ;he individual prior to World
/

War {1. The need ®f people not only for escape but also to
develop educational and job-related interest and knowledge was
very real durlngsfhe Depresslon.. Important libraries all afound
the €ountry (but perhaps Inf;uenced at flrsf from +he Public
Library of Louisville under the yuidance of Jennie Flexner)
establ ished Readers' Advisor positions. The Readers' Advisor
is a |libr rian who works with the individual guiding him in
exploring a subject or developing his skills and knowledge In
some field.

During and after Worid War ||, libraries began fo realize
the need for working with groups. After all, the library
profession reasoned, most of us do belong to groups and organi-
zations; libraries had long done a fln; Job of reaching individuals:*
perhaps new individuals could be reached through group contact.
And with the library's special knowledge of materials, the programs
of various groups cou d indeed be given greater depth and value.

During the 1950‘5 {ibrary leaders began to assume an Increas-
Ingly broad role in the community. Many people were not using the
libraries. The publication of the Public Library Ingulry in the

ate forties shocked many librarians with the announcement that the

typlcal public library was serving about 20 per cent of the total
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adult public. Some, not willing to accept the significance of
the findings, argued that those who are served tend to be
community leaders and in serving them the !ibrary serves the
whole community. |+ was not long before the profession reallzed
this was not a fully honest answer. |f many people did not use
‘ibraries, If indeed many people found no need for information,
if some could not even read, perhaps the library had an obliga-
tion to Felp change the environment in which It found Itself.
And so we see today the assumption by public library leaders

of a total community committment. No longer do libraries
operate In vacuum.

"It Is this kind of thinking which has helped |ibrarians
recognize the need not only fer the whole range of recorded
Information--whatever form that Information, or Idea or aes+he+lc
enjoyment may take: books, magazines, recordings, fllms, pamphlets,
micro=forms, artifacts, realia, and In fact the whole range of
materials. |t Is for this reason that libraries have lfong selected,
organized, and distriouted many forms of material.

No longer is the public library the quiet sancuary down The
street for escape. Now added to this traditional and Important
. ob]igaflon, the |itrary has reallzed its need to work with all
crganizations and agencies. We see the library sometimms alding

groups with materials and advice, sometimes stimulating interest
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in a subject which the library with its many interests aid
Informed clients sees as a zommunity need long before some
other agency, sometimes he'ping organizations plan programs
on meaty toplics with the best explolitation of human and recorded
resources and +e;hniques.

The public I1brary of the 1960's Is a rather complex and
many faceted agency. St1ll concerned with education, recreation,
and Infor-ation, but no for .er passive, the public Iibrary of

the 1960's Is involved in it~ community.

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE FOR MONROE COUNTY: PERSPECTIVE

All services offered by a library can be categorized into
four groups: 1) arrangement of the collection, 2) orientation
and irstruction in the use of the collection and service, 3) ser-
vices for [-dividual clients (readers' assistance), and 4) servlces_
for groups.

Arrangement of the Collection.

A co'leztion of books no ma--er how well selected, does not
consititute o library. I+ Is wrai Is done wlth the library materizls
that Is a library. The first step In fulfilling & Iibrary's
objectives is to make_ma+erlals accessible. Thls.ls not an easy
task, and there are meny approaches toward accomplishing i+.

All Iibraries, In common, select materials, catalog and classify

them and put them on the shelves In such a way that (hopefully)
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makes them more accessible to readers. Experience has shown,
however, that except for the highly motivated person = that
person who comes into a library wanting a specific i+em or
piece of Information - most tend to react to what Is accessible.
Librarians make every attempt In organizing the col!ection to
increase accessibility. Here are some techniques in arranging
the library collection to encourage use.

Exhibits and displays relating library materials and other
interests inside the llbrary but especially outside around
the community, where people shop, where groups congregate,
where people are apt to have time to be distracted by such
a display.

Browsing collections of materlials selected to catch readers'
attention.

Reader |nterest Arrangement of materials from the library
collection rearranged from the traditional Dewey Decimal
Classiflcation to an arrangement more Iikely to appeal to
interests of a reader rather than groups exclusively by
subject. (The housewife finding materials on homemaking,
child care, party etiquette, games, cooking, and flower
arranging grouped together. Or the husband wandering into
the |ibrary while his wilfe suffers through her Saturday
morning shopping finds a Reader Interest Collection of
books appealing fo his interests in gardening, boating,
world affairs, spy melodramas, vacations, business, for
example).

A collection for teenagers particularly selected to help

them bridge from children's materlals and chilldren's services
to the adult world represented in adult materials and
represented by adult services.

g



35

gy]eg+§+[6n to the Use of the Collection and Services.

People are not born knowing how fo use ilbraries! Librarians ;
tend to forget this. A sign, a brochure, a hand pointed in some
direction, all can make the difference between a lost client and
a dedicated library client. Libraries handle orfentation of
readers to the collection in many ways. Some traditional methods
are:

Visits of elementary school classes for browsing in the library.
tnstruction of elementary school classes and [ndividuals in
the use of such library tools as the card catalog, the Readers'

Guide, and other elementary reference materials.

Talks on Iibrary service to parents, to chifdren's groups, to
teachers, new residents and to others.

The publication of a |ibrary manual or brochure.
Library tours for adult groups.
Readers' Assistance.

Some of us prefer to wander around in the supermarket rather
than to ask for directions. Some prefer directions when we [ook
for canned beans or chozolate layered cakes. Others prefer to
call and have the groceries delivered to them. The library serves
all of these people. What kind of assistance should they expect

from the Iibrary?

Cilents  should expect and recelve continual Informal advisory
service, as they enter the library, as they browse around the
shelves, as they ask for information. Librarians should be
avallable to gufde them In thelr selection of materials, in thelr
answering of questions, In thelr search for information.
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The busy executive, the harassed housewife, the over=
“burdened city officlial, can call a library anderetebve
answers to all kinds of inquiries.

Children out of school for the summer can recelve
guidance in the development of their reading tastes.

The Children's Librarian consulting with the parent or
teacher on the individual child's reading during the
winter and during the summer.

Reading Lists for individuals who request them; I|ists for
groups, lists for children, lists for teachers.

Planned reading programs for those who wish outside guidance
and stimulation in their reading. The Ph.D. who has never
had an opportunity to explore the manifold problems of
economic theory turns to the public library for suggestions
on what to read as he develops his knowledge and interest

In the area. The early married who did not have an
opportunity to finish high schoo! education often furn to
the library.

Scheéduied reader's consultaticns for those who desire to
discuss with an Informed tibrarian the materlais ‘they have .
been working with.

The Iinking of reader's subject interest files to the reserve
book service so that clients can be informed when books of
ITkely Interest to them are purchased.

Pubtic library bulletins for those Interested in developments
In the library.

Photographic duplication service. We allow people to come in

and scribble out materials from a book, occaslonally a |ibnary
will have a typewriter on which they can copy, and now more and
more libraries have a photographic duplication service.
Unforfunately +his 1s not yet a free service in most 'ibraries.
For those in real need 1t ought to be possible o catl the Iibrary
and have material photographed and on thelr desk within a
reasonable length of time.

Program Planning Advisory Service. Sitting down with the chair-

man of a loca!l club or organization to help plan a varied, Interest-
Ing, and reasonable series of programs for his group. Tie library
not only has the materlals and the information but generally
speaking the know=how in planning programs.




Group'. Services.
Al of us are individuals. Many of us also belong to
groups. |In a real sense, we are different people In these
two situations. We join a group because of particular interests
we share with that group. The llibrary serves people as
individuals whether they come one at a time or as members of
a group. But the library also serves groups as groups.
Every time a library offers a program for a group it is serving
both these aspects: reaching the individuals In the group, and
at the same time serving the group's interests. Here are some
examples of typical |ibrary services for groups: |
For children: story telling, book talks, reading aloud,
puppet shows. All different ways of introducing the child
to exciting world of books, fantasy and information.
Talks fo adult groups about children's reading and consulta=-
tlon with community groups on children's reading needs are
other examples of ways the |ibrary can serve the community

through groups.

Book talks relating books and other materials to the iniercsts
of groups.

The sponsoring of lectures not avallable elsewhere.

Co=sponsoring, suggesting, and advertising programs made
aval lable by other organizations.

Art exhibits.
Discussion programs based on books or films can stari the

explorat.on of concerns and problems.in the county, the state,
or the world.

37
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People are most apt to use |lbrary materlals when they
relate to their immediate needs and Interests. A
community program discussing some Issue or stimulating
some new Interest Is one of the best places for a book
exhibit for materfals to be circulated outside the Ilibrary.

Many citlizens lack sufficient formal educalion. Added to :
these are many aduits who do read but not adequately. :
Libraries share a responsibility for reading improvement

programs for these adults, whether conducted by the library

or set in motion by the Iibrary. There is little point Im

supplying materials which are not going to be fully exploited.

In fact, 1+ might be well to consider a library dishonest |f

It merely selects and houses materials and does not make any

ef fort to help people make proper and effective use of the

materials.

In helping organizations plan programs, many libraries have
found Workshops for Program Planning most effective.

Bloomington is home to a radio and a television station

devoting time to local interest. The Library has not been

able to exploit fully the many possibilities of reaching

those clitlzens who are home during the day, or who do not

use the recorded word as a way of life.

It has become increasingly apparent In the last few decades

that the public library cannot accomptish its goals in isolation.
In many communities conditions are such that recorded information
has no particutar role. |In other communities the role of informa-
tion Is far from central. Librarlans are Increasingly aware of
the need for I|ibrary staff participation ln’communl+y ptanning.
Often the library with Its educated and socially conscious clientele
Is the first to recognize an incipient community problem. The Iibrary

staff and the library as an Institution can play a real role In

bringing together those concerned with community development.



CURRENT MONROE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES:

Rather than an exhaustiv. survey of present services, we
have asked several professional members of the Library staff to
complete a public library services checkl!ist in order to indicate
services offered In 1965=66. |t is Interesting that no two
librarians were in total accord on what services where and
what were not offered. This Is not particularly surprising.

In general, librarians tend to be deep!y Involved in giving
services rather than in analysing or criticizing them. The
fallowing presentation, +hen; is an indication not only of the
range of services currently offered but also an indication of
those services which are important to those presently responsible
for services. The current picture ts an interesting one.

TABLE X1. SKETCH OF CURRENT COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICES

Arrangement of ihe Collection

Children Teenagers and Adults
A chlldren's collection in a room A reference collection with
separate from adu!t services. some study space available.
A reference collection for A popular reading collection
children. (that is, a special collect=

fon of books of general
interest).
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Children

Exhibits and displays almed
at children's interests.

40

Ieenagers and Adults

Exhibits and displays to bring
to the attention of adults
materials of Interest.

A specially selected collection
of books for teenagers.

Special collections of materials
in alcoves.

Orfentation o the Use of ithe Collecilon and Services

Vislts of elementary school
classes for browsing and a
tour of the library.

Instruction of elementary
schoo- classes in the use of
library tools.

Individual instruction in the
use of l|ibrary tools.

Ta.ks on library services (to
parents, children's groups,
teachers, and other adul+ts work~-
ing with children).

A I}brary manual .
Library tours for adult grou.s.
Talks on library services.

Individual guidance in the use
of library tools.

Individual Readers' Assisiance

Floor work {informal advisory
service).

Reference work.

Individualized reading programs.
Consultation with parents or
teachers on individual child's
reading.

Summer reading programs.

Reading Iists.

Advice to adults (parents, teachers,

etc.) on children's reading.

Floor work (informal advisory
service).

Information desk work.

Reference work.

Reading I1sts.

Bibliographic services.
Phofqgraphlc duplication service.

Program planning advisory service.
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i, Group Se' es TLosr

Childre .. A Teenagers and Adults
S+oryfelling. Booktalks.
Booktalks. Art exhibits.
Reading aloud. Discussion programs (both book
and film).

Vacation reading programs.

Book exhibits at community pro=
Talks about children's reading grams outside the library.
tto adult groupsl).

Circulation services outside the
Consultation with community Ilbrary for special groups.
groups on chlldren's needs.

Library staff participation In

community planning.

Occasional !y radio and teievision
programs.

Circulation.

Circulation figures are more often misused than not. Generally,
librarians would be bet : off if they did not report circulation in
such detail and as a re~ 1 distorted this particular measure of
service. At best rises and falls in circulation indicate quantity
of clerical work Involved. Circulation figures do not indicate
quality of material borrowed or of services rendered. The fact that
circulation rises doesinot necessarily Indica*e that the library’is
per forming its job better, nor conversely does the fact that circu-~
Iation falls indicate thai the l|ibrary-is falling. General trends

in ctrculation are some indication of success and failiure, but must
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

alwavz e considered together with other statistics a~d genera!
know!edge. (For example, it Is quite pcssible that a librarian
successful in helping a reader develon his reading tastes may
actuai:y contrivute to a inwer circulation. The man, for example,
who has rzad 15 to 20 weste~rs a week and never developed interests
irn a1y cther direction, whom the librariar has beer able to awaken
to adfiticra! fielids of readirg Interest (say, biograpfi=z of
westerr heroes, or western history) may =211 2f a sudden change
from 15 To 20 westerns a week to perhaps on2 or two somewha:
welghty Temes ard ha'f a ao:en wes*erns, Here is a drop In
circufartice which sroves the liorary has neern successfull)

Wri: = circula-ics counts yive a e wra Impressio~ »f !lbrary

use, *hev o oot ac ount for come of the most fmportant uncd some=

Ctimes o3t heavy us: of titrory staff a»3 services; for exgmple

In lit-a-y study u:i=, Ir libra~y refererce use, zrd the many, many
guestiusne on cholc: 27 materizis and genera’ auldance whicr do not
neces:arily recsul? {1 ircura*tion of materia's,

Nore:the 'ess, ci-si'atio~ figures must not be discounted, and
a8 stezaly growth or a szteady drou in circutatice should be irvesti=-

Jated.

f®ny



The following circulation fotals from the year 1960, If

nothing else, In:lcate an increased use of the library.

TABLE XIt. MONROE COUNTY PUELIC LIBRARY CIRCULATION STATISTICS

19¢5 366,536
1964 337,226
196> 212,188
1962 306,432
i9€l 321,764
196C 303,736

Reglstration.

Perheps more significant Is total registration. Although
registration figures do not indicate yse of a library, they do
show to what extent there Is &n Interest In use of the library.
(There are always thos= who r=qglster, rever to return to the
Iibrary. These are ncrmally the exceptilion.)

Since all children autoratlcally are reglstered In the
BloomIngton Scheools, the reclstration flgures could be misleading.
Approximately 42 per cent of those currently reglistered at the
Rublic Litrary hold Juvenlle cards. Experience In otter llibraries
would leac one to susnect thet many of these registered borrowers
are [n fact not llbrary users. This Is n>t to decry a very

valuable technique of making a I1"-ary card as accessible as
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possible, but only to point out thit while Monroe County Public
LIbrary registr-tlon appears good 1o matter how we measure It,

1+ Is not gcod 2 ough. |+ may no. be qulite as good as It appears.

TASLE XI1l., MONROE COUNTY PUBLIC LI:5RARY REGISTRATION STATISTICS

Adult Juvenlle Fee Pay
1965 14,542 11,188 153
1964 12,823 1,733 92
19€3 11,478 ., 5€4 99
166° 10,815 .~ ,7€6 20
19€L 10,636 €,714 15
19€0 10,258 ¢, 10 16

I+ !'s apparent firom the flqures above that reglstration

has steadlly risen In the flrst flve years of thils decade.

But let's turn 1" around and look at I+ the other way. Ip

1965 adult reglstratlon was 14,5:2; juvenlle reglstratlion 11,888;
(and In additlon 153 fee pay cards). Tnls makes a total of
26,583.

The conservatlve estimate of total populatlon of Monroe
County In 1665 Is 64,000 people. Wl+th a 1965 Census showlng
42,058 In the Clty of BloomIngton alone, I+ would be Ilkely that
thls estimate Is on the lowv slde. Welghting our flgures to
show the Ilbrary to Its best advantage, thls glves us a percentage

reglstered of 42 per cent, of whlich 80 per cent are children.



In 1960 the percentaqge of Monroe County clitlizens registered was

32 per cent. In the national |ibrary comparison nelther of these
percentages would be considered poor. The growth in registration -
far more &ignificant than the arowth in circulation - Is encouraging.
But, agaln, to turn 1t around,well over half of the children

and adults of Monroce County are not even registered.

The Monroe County Public Library has reached m st of those
readers who are easy to reach. Many of them are nrooably people
who would use the |ibrary no matter what the level of service
offered. Surely many others have been attracted to <he Iibrary
by its Increasing efforts 1o be of significance to them. To
reach all Individuals Is impossible. And, in fact, the Iimpact
of a library on a community doas not entirely depend on each
Individual using the library. Much of the value of a library
to Its community Is felt tirough |leaders who use the Iibrary andg
Its resources.

Nonetheless, though some elements are far more difficult to
reach, the library has an obl!gation to serve all Its cltizens

or at least to make itself as useful fo them as possible.
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It Is aprarent that the present L ibrary Board of Trustees
and its Library Director have conf!nued a fine |ibrary tradition
and julckly carried the Public Library into the present.
Bursting not only physically but intellectually, the Library is
constantly exploring new services, new contacts, and in fact
anv feasivle anproach which will help the Library fulflill 1+ts
objectives of serving the total Monroe County ccrmunity In fts

many library orlented needs, wants, and interests.



RECOWAENDED BASIC SERVICES FOR THE MONROFE COUNTY PUBLIC LIiBRARY

ntroduction.

What are the Implications of the foregolng community data?
These can be seen clearly only in reiation to the Objectives
of the Monroe County Public Library as determined by.}fs Bozrd
of Trustees. ] O

Divorcing the shadow of the Lriversity, weisee Irmediately
2 large number of subsistance level femilles, a lower level of
education, and many non=professionaslly employed. A Iibrary
kept busv with aggressive clientele expressing knowledgeable
jemands can easlly feel self=satisflied. And yet the Monroe
County Public Library has clearly state! that its duty Is to
serve the County. This calls for Imaainative direction.
How can the Library, for example, be of service to the non=book
user? the stone cutter? the factory nachine operator? the
true rural? |s there an obligation ir serving all, to meet
the needs of the less aggressive, to sim.late use, to help those

- who do not feel a@ ease with books? with record2d Ideas?
As a worklng‘éuide the Librarian, Mr. Charles Hunsberger,

has drawn up the fo!lowing ot jectives as reflective of Board

policy. Though they need to be refined and considered carefully,




the statements serve as guidelines for the development of
appropriate library services. Final decisions concerning
Iibrary materials, services, facilities, and staff should
logically wait until the Board has fully explored and
defined the objectives of Its library.

A Preliminary Statement of Objectives for
the Monroe County Public Library

To stimulate Individual personal development and Interest
outside of the organized educational process.

To serve as a resource center for materials that will aid in
the promotion of the interchenge of ideas in the commuriity.

To provide an open forum for the exchange of ldeas.

To facilitate the interchange of [nformation throughout the
community.

To offer materials, services and facllitles for the encourage-
ment of relaxation, recreation and enjoyment so necessary
to life.

To give people the opportunity to increase their appreciation
and participation in the cultural activities In the community
around them.

To faclilftate fthe flow of fnformatfon fo the community.

To assume an appropriate leadership role for community develop=-
ment. :

Materials,
With minor exceptions, the materials presently housed in

the Monroe County Public Library are selected for and aimed at

Interests reflected primarily by present Library users. A perusal

of the collection suggests to the observer an undue emphasis on

A8
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university oriented and generally better educated interests.
In the past, mary of the County's citizens have not been
sufficiertly considered In materlal selection. Many adults
who need Informetion on home improvement, on hobbies, vocations,
and other Interests and concerns may not find the matertials
they want. The large number of adults with limited formal
education would have difficulty using the library.
The Library collection is essentlally book orlented. Thls
Is perhaps as It should be. We have yet to find a better way
of preserving and conveying Information than the book, but
at the same time It Is clear that not all people respond to
the written word. And all of us find different forms of
recorded information valuable at one time or another. The
Library needs a far more extensive collection of such ma{érlals
a§ slldes, fllms and fllmstrips, as well as a larger record
collection already displaying a bnoad range of tastes and Interests.
The citizens of Monroe County have many resources available
to them through their public fibrary. The Indlana University
Bureau of Public Discussion has begun an investigation of
mutual Interest and concern to all public Iibrarfes. The IndTana
University Libraries serve as a backstop with thelr great
research collections as does the TWX (teletype) System connecting
the Monroe County Library with the State and thereby with all the

major collectlions in the United States. However, citlzens need
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Immediate acceéslblllfy Yo more materials than they presently have.
(Publlic Library Standards of ten years ago suggest a minimum col lec-
tlon of 100,000 currently=useful printed matertals; 300 to 400
periodical titles; 250 flims; and 1,500 long-playing records.)
Processing of Materlals.

There are two roads available here. One must be chosen
before a bullding can be planned for the future. Should the
Monroe County Public Library continue to order and process its
own materfals? Or should it join a large centralized processing
center, such as that available in Crawfordsville? |f the Monroe
County Public Library ﬁhooses to process I+s own materlals, can
it reduce the overall cost and at the same time tetter serve
the interest of the community by heiping other Iibraries==sich
as our developling elementary schoo! Itbrartfes=-with their pro-
cessing? |f It chooses this path, it might next consider the
possitllity of Jolning Crawfordsville as a processing center
for one sectlion of the state.

Bossible Patterns of Exitenslon Actflvity.

One hundred years ago |ibrary leaders and laymen alike
assumed that the selectlion and housing of outstanding, quality
books would help our citizenry upgrade themselves, would help

them become better voters, more informed citizens. We now know



this to be somewhat naive. If a Itbrary is truly to serve

Its purpose In the community and deserve support, it must
stimulate interest In ideas and In the use of recorded In-
formation. The Library must reach out. Just as other

county agencies go to the people they serve so does tThe I{brary.
This has been dramatically evidenced In recent months, for
example, by the clamor and excitment over new bookmoblile stops.
In the County. These are not a substitute for the major
collection and sophisticated services of a main central [ibrary,
but rather a combinatfon of convenlence and stimulation. A
convemence to those who desire materials but are unable to

get downtown as often as they wish, and a stimulation for those
who may use materials because they are available. The hours
and location of a library facility are Important determiners

of its use.

Location of Library Faciljties.

Howard Johnson has pointed out that In his business there
are three rules of success to remember: '"locatlon, Location,
and Location".

Adults with a relatively high level of education can
be expected to be articulate In demands for library services.
As noted earller, Monroe County has many such aduits. At the

same time, nearly 10,000 adults in Monroe County have completed
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no more than eight years of schooling. Most such aduits do

not demand library service and in fact often feel little need

for books and libraries. This group needs ~pecial attention,

for they are served by very few agencles, none of whom offer

the broad range of informational and self-eaucational materinal

of a ilbrary. The most difficult problem in reaching these
people is the need for accessibility. Usually lacking sufficie-1
motivation to go out of the way to an inconveni=ntiy located
ouilding, such adults will be served only if tte library assumes
the obligation of goinc to them. For chlidren t,is is generally
true also. Bookmobile service can be vroadened and extended

1o reach out info all areas of the €ounty. Even sucn action

will not reach all. Small deposit collections of information
sources, recreational reading, and some periodicals can be placed
where people are apt to congregate: {aundromats, recreation
centers, walting rooms, fectories, fire houses, b-auty parlors,
etc.

That seventy=-two per cent of Monroe County residents drive
to work has implications for Iibrary location. Many people shop
on thevwy to or from work and many shop by car. While a
centrally located, strong library in Bloomington is iogical, such
a location does not serve all the criteria of accessitility so
Important In stiumiating use. Some businesses have grouped

together in areas outside the downtown complex and with the
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convenience of parking faciilitles have cdrawn people. The Library
car take acvantage of such ready made pubilcs with basic, rero'ving
depcsit cojlections placed 11 a supermarket or drugstore, or,
2ventuaiiy, renting space ard opening a smaii statlon. Such
locations need to be pretested. A booknoblliz sdop is one methcd
to determine prime locaticns.

From +he alr one gains a. zlcture of popuia+lon‘concenfra+ions
in Menroe County not so imrmediaiesily vivid from the grourd.
Clearly, Blooning+oﬁ is the pepulztion focal polnt. Yet It Is
apparant from a plane rhat severai recent bullding prcjects are
more remroved from‘+he city than Is apparent from a car. Far
enough away fromr the center city to warrant additiional attention
are the dlighland Village area west of town, the Eastland area
east of town (as far ‘rom the present sit2 of the Public Library
as the Higklard Vi'lags area); and a ﬁew deveiopment of above
average Income housing = the Leonard Springs area. South of town
toward Bedfor<d 1s the fz3t developing Grancyilew=Van-uren community.
In additicr fo these developmentsnear Bicomington,are zoncentrations
of popuiatinn I= Uniorville, Harrodsburg and Starford.

Each of the popuiation areas referrec to above neads 5
permanent library outlet, starting with a ~opular gen=rai rotating

collection of maijerials.
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The more outlying areas, such as Harrodsburg and Union-
ville, might well serve as a locction for direct wire service
to the Monroe County Public Library, thereby serving the saml|
pockefs of population in thelr surrounding areas with accesslble
Information. Honor system self--charging of books; highly
abbreviated hours with paid clerical supervision; or longer
hours with volunteer supervision would seem feasible for several
reasons. AT.a small cost, more books would be available to more
people. Judiclous]y placed it Is more than llikely that many
people considered not to be book oriented would make use of
such a collection. Smail paperback reference collections at
seiected areas In the City (for the many hours when the [ibrary
is closed and for valves of immediate accessibility) as well
as areas ground the County would be worth experimenting: with.
Readable materials of adul+t Interest but of easy reading level
would attract many users to information and recreation through
+heiwri++en word.

Other recomme:ided locations for small reading and reference
collections to be ro+;+ed from tIme=to~time are: The Lake Central
Terminal Bullding at the Monroe County Airport, Grandview, East=
land, the levée area, the bus station, selected beauty and barber

)

shops, and the Ch-mber of Commerce.




The popuiztion area second In size to Bloomington is the
town of Eltettsville, including areas of Richland and Bean
Blossom townships.

All of these areas would benefit from more zccessible
library faciii+ies, collections, and services. Eliettsville
has an area poputation over 5,000 and 1s independently s!fuated.
A branch |ibrary collection with its high leve!l of services
could be of real value to Ellettsville.

Services: Referance.

Services are selected to meet community needs appropriate
to Ilbrary objectives. One of the obvious and basic needs of
Monroe County is for information. Individuals need information
in thelr everyday |{fe and in their jobs. Twenty=three per
cent of those empioyed in Monroe County are involved in manu=
facture. Nineteen per cent In professional occupation .. Many
others are connected with industry, manufacturing aﬁd service
occupations. A few are involved in farming.

There is a ciear need for the |fbrary to supply | formaticn
services (usually fdentified asf"reference"l. Assumin a collec—
tlon with a broad range of meterials on many subjects, what kind

of services should be offered?




56

In order to serve the informational needs of its community,
the Monroe.CounTy Public Library should give top quality telephone
reference service to business, industry, agencies, institutions,
ard all individuals requesting it. A special telephone ready
reference collectio of 250-500 titles, regular staff during busy
phore nours and an acoustically isolated area are necessary.

These two aspects of reference=—telephone and in=liprary service--
are traditional and basic.

The Library shou.d go beyond this and anticipate *nformational
needs b fore they actually appear. Anticipation Is necessary not
only tn bulld a collection to meet community needs but also to
supply Information at the moment it is requested—-perhaps even
before. Information can be reproduced (photographically) and
de!*vere. to those in immediate ﬁeed, Such service can be conducted
by mat! , but can also be carried by messenger when appropriate.

An automatic telephone tape recording device for affer hours
reference and reserve requests would extend the library' wusefulness.

indtana University has a strong, well-develéped, service-ortented
Business Library which is available to County citizens. At present,
however, the small business man does not rgcelve sufficient Iibrary
assistance. from e!ther the University or the Public Library. In
point of fact, this is a very difficult group for libraries to reach.

The small business man ts busy during a tengthy day. if ha s to



benafit from information anc mad2 aw=zre of charging and current
practices, he needs very =peciul service. The Public Library must
explore this potenvia! cllienlele carefully to see In what way i+
can best be served. Abstracting pertinent information, dellivered
to the place of business muy pe the most effective method of
reaching this Important groug. in the near future some businesses
may find it economically henaficial to contract with the Public
Library for specialized informational support. The Library should
initiate contact with ARAC {Azrospace Resear;h Applications
Center) to investigate the pos:ibi ity of facilltating InforméTIon
service to smaller Industry tnrough the Public Library. ARAC's
Marketing information Service wou'd be of value to the County's
many smal! businesses. The Mor~oe County Public Library is In a
position to be the first publi:  ibrary to contract this service
for the benefit of the business«-: who wou'd rot otherwise be able
to afford the current marketirg i-formation of lmportance to them.
Schools, County andC:ity offices and the Chamter of Commerce may
also find ifbrary materlials usefu!ly lo:afed!on their premises.
Services: Business and Techno!oqgy.

A Business and Technology Dep=rtment is needed in the Monroe
County Public Library to more effec~ively serve the many facets of
business and the business Intereste: commun:ty. Displéys by the
Junior Ach:evers, exhiblits of ‘ocal products an: industrial know=
how, and of business contributions “o the County could find a wide

audience here.

e AT A P R
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Several Important industries (for example, Sarkes Tarzian, Otis
Elevator, and Westinghouse Electrici have some information sources
of their own available within the County and nationally. The same
kind of Informational sources ought to be made available to the
County's smal ler business and Industry. In order to stimulate
interest in such collections within these businesses and to serve
those who cannot support their own collections, the Public Library

could develop a small desk co!lection of paperback reference books

for long period loans.

Services: Groups, Qraanizations, and Agencles.

Indiana has a reputation, perhaps first clearly recognized by

Jonn Gunther in inside U.S.A., for beling unusually high in group

and organization interest. This Is certainly evident in Monroe
County. One of the most effective ways for the County Library
to reach out and be of service Is to meet adults in their groups'
needs and interests.

Monroe County has many special Interest groups. Each deserves
consideration by the Public Library. One example Is offered by
the nearly 3,000 people of foreign origin living in Monroe County
(and since |.U. lists only 1,006 forelgn students, some are not
connected with the Unifversity). Not only should thelr interests be

reilected In the Library coliection = foreign language materials
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and materials on foreign culture = but also their particular interests

ought to be reflected in Library programs.



Since we 1ave a larce number of foreign students in’' county

residence, probably other mamhers of the County community would
elijoy heing exposed to their cultures. Programs sponsored by
the Library and coniuct d by these grou:s within the Likr-ry
would be valuable ar.d also n.lp these groups beco = a reeal ,-rt
of their community.

Eloomington has an unusual number of churches. Some have
small book collections. Although it is not suggested that the
Library service highly specialized religlous interests, general
basic reference and recreationa' materials would be of use to
all cnurches. |In addition, churches should be stimulated to
develop their own collection. The Public Library can help do
this by supplying information, ordering.and, if necessary,
cataloging materfals for them.

Services: Cultural Programs.

Clearly one of the major influences on as well as one of
the major audlences for the Monroe County Pubiic Library is
‘ndiana University. The availability of indiana University's
broad and érowded music, theatre, current affalrs and art pro-
grams Is a particular asset to Monroe County. The programs,
oéen to all, st'mulate Interest. The very prese&ce of such

a wide variety cf cultural and educational offerlhgs has a pro-

found Ir.fluence on the County. This, of course, has implications

59



£y P L KPP 1 A gAYy AT 0 T AT RS P e gt —

for library services. The Public Library ca- do much to help
children and adults better understand and appreciate such
opportunities not merely with posters and notices of events,

but especially by Introdicina them to the subject areas. Reading
aloud drama groups [s an example of how this might be done.
Musical programs held within the Library sponsore especially for
the general layman who may vlew dubiousiy or with s me fear the
efoaquence and grandiosity of a large university. With the many
instrumentalists available the Public Library shou'd offer programs
Introducing people to instruments of the orchestra, 1. problems

of enjeying modern music, to recent developments in j zz and help
prepare for increased Interest and appreciation of opera and other
presentations. The many lectures and forums avallable on campus
can be parallelled with Public Library discussion groups of prob-
lems raised which demand further exploration.

Services: Art Program=:.

Indiana University is generous in Its supply of art programs
and exhibits. But the Public Libfary must guard and develop the
interest of the rest of its citizens often over=powered or at least
overshadowed by the Uriversity. There are two art galleries in the
County, both located in Bloomirgton. The Public L!brary must con-

sider the need to meet the growing and at the same +imeo different

~
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interests of its many sup.orters who do not find full satisfaction
in the University's approach. Space for art exhibits ought to

be an Integral pari of a library desiring to support the Jevelop-
ment of community culture.

sServices: Music Area.

Mﬁslc is of particular interest to Monroe County. Listening
and performing rooms, equipped with music, Instruments (esnecially
a piano), phonographs, tape recorders should be provided by the
library for the use of local and small music groups who wish to
use the Library's materials and need a common meeting place.

From time to time programs by library clients may be open to the
public. A music room could also be used for programs by University
personnel demonstrating musical Instruments, exploring musical
literature, and in general bringing music to those lacking formal
ﬁuslc appreciation instruction.

Services: Dial-A-Tape.

Tape recording of concerts, lectures, home study language
courses, and éfher matertal, should be an integral part of the
library's collection. Connected to a direct dial consolette in
the Library these materiais coutd be made iﬁmed1a+ely accessible
by phone.to the shut=in or the busy community leader who could
diel a special number and request, at any hour, a tapes be played
for him of, say, a lecture he missed last month. Or the harassed

housswife : whc never had. an opportunity to take a formal course

o 8
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in French, economics, conservation, story telling techniques,
could take an hour break in the morning to sit, with feet up,
and |isten.

Services: Unlversity Personnzl.

At the same time the University itself needs public Ilbrary
service. The University Library supporting research and curriculum,
cannot and candidly does noi meet family recreational reading, and
Informational needs. A general browsing collection of current
outstanding materials placed on the University Campus in locations
such as the University Library foyer, married resident housing, and
In the fraternities and sororities would be a welcome service.
Services: Exhiblits and Displays.

In addition to displaying |ibrary materials and carryling pro=
grams around the County, provisicn should be made within the
bullding ‘or regular displays and exhibit+s of speclal Interest.
Several permanent, but hopefully moveatlé, display cases can be of
real value. However, bullt=in display cases and shelves Inside but
visible from the outside of the Library should be provided so that
the library can continually demonstrate its concern with the needs
of the community, and point up the relationship of Library resources

and programs to current community concerns.
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Services: Program Plenning Institutes.

Ceveloping servlces.fo groups and organizations Is comparatively
easy in a well-organized, group conscious community. However,
attendance at many meetings suggests that Program Planning Institutes
are needed. By bringing together representatives from groups the
Public Library can demonstrate the avallable range of materials and
methods which glive programs variety, interest and value. Here
group leaders can learn how to lead ﬁee+lngs, prepare materials for
programs and tap the vast resources of thelr Library. |In the Spring
of each year when most groups In the County are plannlng the coming
year's activities, a serles of Program Flanning Institutes would be
of real service.

Services: Organlizatlons and Agencies.

The Rotary, Optimists, Lyons, Exchange and Kiwanis Clubs are
all partlcularly active In Monroe County. At present the Library ts
represented In two or these organizations, and effor+s should be made
to have representation in other service &lubs as well.

The Boy's Club of Bloomingtor, Inc. is already zeirved by the
Putllic Library In two capacitles. The Assistant Director is currently
on the Board of Directors of the Boy's Club; and the Library maintains
& collection of approximately 250 books and offers programs during |
the open hours 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. This service which Is successful,
and seems to be well recelved, should be expanded as soon as feasible.
Boy's discussion groups and talks on toplcs of interest to them might

be coordinated with the Library’s resources.
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Services: _Human Resource Elle.

Since Bloomington boasts such a wealth of personal talent,
the Library must make every effort to serve as a central clearing
house. The University has a registry of instructors who will tal'.
to groups; the Public Library ought build on this and develop a: hu=
man - esqurce file: a list of experts on any and all areas of
human endeavor. Such a list, made availlable to individuals and
organizations, can add immeasureably to:the variety and depth of
community programming.

Services: Discussion Groups.

Several groups ought to be forined by the Library for the
discussion of topics of concern to them - local problems, family
concerns,.cul+ural interests, etc. Libraries ~¢fer a neutral
meeting ground where topics of all kinds and views of all shades
can be shared and discussed openly. For many this can be the
initial opportunity to learn how to share ideas and participate
In discussions.

Services: FEilm Programs and Auditorfium.

Although the Von Lee Theatre offers a good va?lefy_of foreign
films, its choice of fare Is to a large extent dictated by the need
to make profit. The Public Library cun hold film fesflva;s to supple-
ment the Von Lee and the University film programs.: A large auditorium
{approximately 200 seating capacity) with an air-conditioned enclosure

for professional film equipment Is needed for this and similar programs.
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Services: Meeting Facilitles.

Space for meeting i{s a problem in Monroe County, and in
Bloomington particularly. Although the University has fine factlities,
plans must be made months in advance fo use them. The Library is
a logical place to turn for meeting space where Ideas, Information,
and aesthetic recreation are involved.

Children's librarians have trad!tionally used group work as a
means of reaching children. Reading aloud to young and old, story
telling to Introduce chiidren to the wonder of books, puppet shows,
and other activites require a removed space. A small children's
Theatre=In-The-Round would be appropriate. The growlng awareness
of professional educators that children need early, pre=schoo |
introduction to +Be world of books has long been recognized by
librarians who have been conducting programs for four and five year
olds getting ready for their first school experience. For many
children this is their first social experience. The necessary
deve lopment of a pre=school program also requires a meeting space
for children and another nearby for their mothers. The necessary
but unseen presence of their mothers allows the |ibrarian opportunity
to introduce the mothers to the wide resources of the Iibrary and to

discuss with them the concerns of children entering school and grow-

ing up.




In addition to a large A-V equipped auditorium seating around
200, the children's story hour room comfortably furnished in a home-
like atmosphere, carpeted and seating up to 30, and the listening
and performing rooms, several conference rooms must be considered
basic. Drawing on the personnel resources of the University's
Adult Education Department and several of the churches which have

developed adult education programs, the Libnary should offer a

66

continuing series of informal, adult educatlion programs on all levels,

meeting as many needs and interests as financially possible. For
this, a discussion room informally seating from 15 to 30 is neces-
sary.

Anvther use for meeting space in the Library is suggested by -
the Apprenticeship Training Programs for Industry sponsored by the
Indiana Small Business Bureau. The programs involve extensive out=-
side study coordinated with on=the=job training. The need for
materials and a place to study and discuss the lessons is one of
the problems faced by some Industries involved in such programs.
The Library can encourage the perusal of such programs in local
industry by supplying materials, space, and helping to Iéca+e
instructors.

The small businessmen themselves would find other Library
sponsored programs of immediate value to them. For example, a

thorough, open discussion of how the Monroe County Lake will affect
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pleanning. Programs involving leadership from the Indiana Manu-
facturers Assocliation and the Chamber of Commerce could investigate
probleﬁs of small business personnel practices, executive development,
and bullding cultural background.

Art classes in the Library for the non-University oriented
citizen offer ano+hef example of services appropriate to the Monroe
County Public Library.

In addition a smal! discussion room (perhaps combined with the
Board Room) seating up to 12 would be heavily used and a third
discussion room seating 25 to 50 would allow flexibility.

Some |ibrary leaders have been concerned that the public library
Is Increasingly "misused." That is, many students are using li{braries
for study space only.  One wonders. |f the use is thus, should the
library cornsider it appropriate? This Is a very basic policy declsion
only the Board can make. But assuming there are additional values
In having a place students are able to use conveniently for study,
the Library might wish to consider the dellberate addition of study
hall space. (This might be used for the meeting room above whlch
seats 25 to 50). Several leading l|ibraries around the Goun+ry have

buil+ study hall additions in the past year.
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Services: Shut=-Ins.

Services to shut-ins and old age homes is a logical extension
of the Library's present hospital service. |In any case, these
people need library service which can be brought to them by book=-
mobiles, volunteer workers, and telephone.

Services: Schools.

Optimistically Monroe County will have a one unit school system
within the next few years. Pessimistically it will be within the
next decade. When a one unit school plan goes Into effect there
will no longer pbe any question of equal educational opportunity.
This has significance for a public Iibrary serving the whoie County,
for with pride in a total school system, the better facilities
and shared resources possible, the Public Library can expect a
new impact from school students and faculty from all areas of the
County. With better education offered to the whole County, student
use of the Library wili increase and with 11 Iibrary services
mﬁsf be developed. Experience in other areas tells us that as
sfudenfs.recefve a better education they become more interested in
books and readings.

! Whether or not Monrce County votes for a one=unit school

system in the near future, It seems probable that a Liason Librarian
either as a full or part=time activity should be working directly
with the schools. A study of “he Baltimore's Public Library made

by Lowell A.Martin in 1963 found that two=thirds of the public
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library staff time went to students. Dr. Martin sugges+ed that

75 per cent of total services may be devoted to students in a

very short time. These general findings would seem to be applicable

in most communities since the increase In student use of libraries

is basically a factor of changing educational methods and patterns.

Among the functions of the Liason Librarian would be the exchange

of information and aniticipation of student and faculty problems

In public library use, the deveiopment of a program of public Ilbrary

instruction for all classes in the schools, and speaking to Individual

classes In relation to their assignments and use of l|ibrary material.
In addition to the School Liason Librarian's duties, the Library

could sponsor an annual fall meeting for new teachers to welcome

them and to introduce them to the collections and services of their
public library.

Until a one=unit school system is an accomplished fact, the
Public Library might wish to contract to develop or co-sponsor a
professional collection for teachers. The University High School,
and several other sources are avallable to teachers but not aggressively

so. i




Services: Instruction.

Not only students but many of the rest of us have difficulty
in approaching complex or unfamiliar iibrary tools aﬁd arrangements.
If only as an initiai experiment the Library might consider some
sort of button activated sound tape or fiim strip with sourd to
explain the use of a particular basic reference, bibliography,
or library tool. With the heavy use of libraries increasing, It
seems clear that individual instruction, though perhaps the best
method, cannot be given to more than the aggressive users. The
use ofkclienf acttvated devices which would give a brief
é;plaéafion of use and arrangement of, say, the Card Catalog or
the Reader's Guide would be of real and vital assistance.
Services: _County hHistorical Room.

Although Indiana University, its Lilly Liorary (rare bocks)

and its Historica! Museum handle important aspects of State and
County history, the Pubiic Library needs to te zontinually alert

to material of County significance: histories, articles, pamph'es,
and rooks by local authors; any material relating to the Coun~y.

A County Hisfokical Room in the Library wou:d zerve this need
mos+'appropria+eiy. In a handsome, plush and quiet room the

citizens of the County could find that growingly rare "public ilcrary
quiet". A County History Room would offer a «:ace where all =ouic

come to contemplate and read in quiet, and her« could be displayed




artifacts and materials of €ounty historical interest==books by
loca! authors, pictures of historical scenes, examples of Monroe
County's industrial and business developments, and other exhibits
to convey the appeal of Monroe County's long historical traditions.
Services: Radio and Television.

Monroe County is fortunate to have its own radio and television
stations. Both offer the opportunity for local |ibrary programs.
The Library must be continually and Intimately Involved in many
programs. Housewives during the day have an opportunity to watch
loca! Interview programs. The Library in the past has been involved
ir severai of these. It ought to make every effort to reach house-
wives on a regular basis. Many citizens who may not find the
Library important in thelr lives can be reached through jocal
broadcasting, particularly [$& spot announcements, quicky book
reviews, and flash Information can be sandwiched In during, say, the
rock and rol! hours. As soon as feasible the Library should invest =
gate the possibility of a regular library program once or twice a
a week Involving all kinds of Interests and concerns from new
library materials to cu-rent problems discussed and debated under

Library sponsorship.
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The Library needs a studlo area to faci!itate cooperation
with radio and TV outlets. |f discussion groups, benk talks,
and other programs of interest could originate from Library
facilities, the quality, usefulrness and impact would be greater.
Services: Poor Readers.

The Library need not take the responsibility for educating
peopte with little education, but it may be +hat it needs to take
leadership in stimulating other agercies to better serve such
adults. Conﬁurrenle +the Library needs to bulld up its collection
of materials of adult interest but easy reading '=vel. What else
can The Library do to help the rearly 10,000 County adults with
inadequate education? Reading aloud ;rcgrams, fi m programs which
do rot necessarily h:ve to lead to reading of tooks but offer
information and recreation, and other group orograms couid make
The library useful to them.

Many adults are able to read only books written with a children's
vocabulary level; many children are ready and able tc handle adul+
vocabuliary and even adult concepts. Often the physical separation
of books by age groups is a barrier to both groups. The u timate
solutidn may well be the integrated library collection. Rather
thar separating books by age, or interest, or vocabulary level as
Is comrori public library practice today, the Library would shelve
al! but the very early picture Eooks by one classification scheme

and then have the specialists In different age groups and di fferent
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subjects available to help and guide. The Children's Librarian,
the Teen—age speclalist, the Adult Services speciulist, the
Reader's Advisor, the Group Specialist and the Reference Librarian
would be unhindered by the usua! movement from the Children's Room
to the Adult Collection in their access *o materiais. Of more
importance, the client would find the books about a subject
together and could choose for himself the book written on the kvel
he can best handle.

Both children and adu!ts have reading probiems. Direct work
with these children and aduits to help them develoo effective
‘reading habits and work with the reading specialist +o develop
individual reading programs for siow or beginning adult readers
would be of real significance.

Services: The Handjcapped.

The blind student in Monroe County must depena on friends to
read texts to him. The Library could formalize such an activity,
with taped readings and by serving as a clearing house for those
Interested In working with the blind.

I't Is suggested later and Is Increasingly common practice in
the U.S. today that street leve! entrance, or at least a ramp, be

an Integral part of +the service to the physically handicapped.
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Services: Registration.

Although the Public Liorary has currently made efforts to see
that registration for new cards is . ~mparatively simpie, as a ser=
vice the registration system still is a barrier to some prcspective
lTbrary users. Efforts, must be made to reduce such obstacles "o a
minimum. Some otservers of the American scerie have suggested that
one day we will all run around with one gigantic charge-o-plate.

In the meantime, the Library Board and the Librarian ought to keep
under continual surveyance +he registration system and look for every
opportunity to reduce or even eliminate compiex registration pro-
cedures. |

A sing'e library card for al!l users is not a new idea, but has
been relatively slow in being accepted. The value of a '.ingle
library card without restrictior *o age or use is that It elimi-
nates one more barrier to |library use. No matter how we try,
librarians have never been zble o cope with the "chang=over™
period from children to adult cards. No matter what *he age break,
those younger are unhappy. |1 is reasonable to ask Just how children =
or adults = are served by such subtle discrimination. o .
Secvices: Recreatioral Areas.

Approximately 90 per cent of +he Monroe County Lake area [s
wlfhin Monroe County. Growth and development will affect the Library

as wa!! as othei- agencies and ousinesses in,the area. Conservatively
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this shou!d have an effect on collection. Pollcy on service to
transients must be considered. But the Library should do more.
Certainly story hours and reading aloud programs at Lake Monroe
recreation areas should be conducted during the summer. Book=
mobile service and deposit collections for the Lake area shouid
be developed as recreational areas develop. Similar consideration
has been given to City recreation areas and poois; such programs
should be broadened and carried to other summer recreation areas
whenever evidence points to their feasibility.
Services: Librarv Education.

With one of the all too few accredited graduate library schools
at its doors+tep, It might be assumed that the Public Library has a
vefy special responsibility = indeed an ob'ication = toward library
education. While I+ can be argued that the use of grédua+e [ibrary
school student talent can be of positive value to the Library, it
Is equally true that the Library may fulfill a duty to the profession
by helping these people gain experience: experience in stony-telling,
In developing displays, and exhibits, In simpie reference service,
In the whole range of library activities where professional super=-

vision can be provided.




L IBRARY BUILDING SPACE

Services have peen presented which would aid the Library In
fulfilllng 11s objectives In meeting the special needs and Interests
of the Monroe County community. This Is not a total picture of
library services possible but Is rather suggestions for basic,
important library services which an intensive study of the Monroe
County community indicates to be appropriate. Varlations, additional
sarvices, and even substitutions ar« reasonable. Such decislons
must be mide bty the Library Board and i1+s Library.

There [s no evidence that such a program of services can be
of fered —— adequately or otherwlise == wi+hin the present physica!
[imitations of the Library.

Many declisions in relatlon to services and functions must be
made by fThe Library Board and the Librarian before the exact size
of the physical facilities can be determined. A!l that can be
done here Is to indicate approximate size. After these decisions
have been made, a written building programwould !ndicate in detall
the size and nature of the space needs. ¢
Amount of Library Space Needed.

In de+ermlnfng the amount of library space needed In a given
situation, plans should be made for q+ least twenty years Into the
future from the time of construction. There are formutae that can

be used to determine |ibrary space but they provide only a very
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broad estimate. An accurate figure can be obtained only when a com-
plete outline of present and future services and functions has been
prepared. Such an outline and the use of formulae can proauce a
fairlf accurate figure of squars footage neaded. The most satlis-
factory answer wlll be obtainad after schematic drawings are com-

pleted.

According to the Comprehensive Maste:r Plan, Monroce County, lndlana,

prepared in 1963 by the Schellie Associates, the past, present, and

projected population of Monroe County is as follows:

1950 - 50,080 1970 - 69,515

1960 - 59,225 1975 - 75,978

1965 - 63,995 1980 - 83,420
Schel!!lie Associates estimate +hat the population will increase at

about 1,000 per year. Thelr estimates for 1970, 1975, and 1980
¢how the rate to be more than 1,000 araually. |1f thelr edtimates
are corre=t, Menroe County w!ll have a population of approximately
95,000 by 1990 which is about twenty years aftzr any change would
be compleved in the Ilbrary physical facilitieas.

As has been noted, sirice the Schellje studv was made in 1963,
other estimates of the fu+uré pcpulation of Monroe Courty indicate
that the Schellie estimate may ce conservative. The estimates by
such groups as the Bureau of Business Research at !ndiana University.
The Chamber of Commerce, and the public schooi system, should be

conslderad before a final figure is establishad. Since the Schellie

e
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estimate is available, and probably on the conservative side it
wiil be used for }his repor+t.

Joseph Wheeler and Aifred Glthens were two of the flrst people
to advocate a changs in public library architecture from Inefficlent
and unfunc+ional bul!dings to types thai are now Inviting, easy to
use, and space=-saving. Wheeler made a study of Iibraries bouil+t
during 1920-1940 (and recently revised) to estimate the amount of
floor space needed for public libraries. His formulae are used
below to estimate the amount of library space needed for the Monroe
County Public Library. |

The estimated population cf Monroe Ccunty In 1990 places i+t
In the 35,000-100,000 population bracket In Wheeler's categories.

It 1s suggested +hat a !ibrary of *his size have 2 1/2 = 2 3/4
volumes per capita which would glve the Monroe Coﬁnfy Public Library
237,300-261,250 volumes. The formuia also suggests that a library
serving this popuiation range should have three reader seats per
1,000 population; for the Morroe Couﬁfy Public Library this woula
provide space for 285 readers. The Librariar has estimated that the
library staff of the future will number approximataly thirty ful'-
time and elever part=time people.

tn estimatirg the floor space needed to house books, the range:
is 10 = 15 books per square foot. The fower figure provides ample
space for shifting books and wide aisl!es betweer: bookstack ranges;~

the higher figure provides relative tight shelving and narrower aisles.
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Since a public library is essentlally a browsing collection, '+ is
necessary to have fairly wide aisles; therefore it Is better to
use the lower figure. Using twelve volumes per square foot for an
uftimate coliection of 250,000 volumes, 20,833 square feet would
be needed for book storage.
Before the Second Worlid War, most of the seating in libraries
was at large study tables. During the past fwenty years, there
has been a trend toward seating at individual study tables and the
use of lounge furniture. Seating for children requires 20 sq. ft.
of Floo; space per reader; seating for adults at tables requires
25 sa. ft. per reader; and seating at individual tables and lounge
furniture requires 35-40 sq. ft. per reader. Using 30 sq. ft. per
reader as an average, 8,550 square feet would be needed for readers.
This Includeg space for chalrs, tables, alsles, and service desks.
Space for the Iibrary staff to work is usually estimated at
125 sq. ft. per person. The LIbraréan has estimated that in the
future the lerary‘sfaff may number about 41 people. The Amerlican
Library Assoclation recommends a minimum of one staff member for
each 2,500 peoplie In the service area; for 95,000 population this
would mean 38 staff members. Using a conserQaTive 40 staff members
(Inciuding .student assistantsi as an average, the space needed is 5,000
sq. ft. This includes space for desks, chairs, booktrucks, and alsleé.
Space for books, readers, and staff accoun+'for a major part of

the square footage in a library. The total of these three categories
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for +he Monroe County Library is 34,383 sq. tt. This does not include
space for pubiic meeting rooms, walls, arnd non—assignable |ibrary
space (restrooms, el!svator, stairways, lobbliec, janitor's quarters,
machinery, etc.) |+ also does not include spaze for other library
needs and services, such as a radio or television broadcasting studio,
art exhibit space, staff room, shipping room, and bookmobile storage.
Depending on the nature and variety of the space not included in the
34,383 sq. ft., it could amount to as much as 30% of the entire
library space. This would Indicate that the eventual need for the
library spece will be a minimum of 50,000 sq. ft.

Another space formula that is widaly accepted is that a gublic
Ifbrary for 35,000-100,000 people shou!d have .5 to .6 sg. ft. per
capita. Applylng this to the Monroe Courty Putlic Library, the range
Is 47,500 = 57,000 sq. ft. for 95,000 people.

Based on the assumption that adequate physicial facilities will
be provided for the Monroe County Public Library within the next
five years, varlfous methods of estimating irdicate that the total
need will be approximately 55,000 sq. ft. Hcwever, an aécurafe
flgure cannot be obtained until all of the services and functions

have beer determined ard outlined.
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Iype of Physical Facliities Needed.

The present !ibrary bullding has about 6,800 sg. ft. being
used for library purposes and perhaps another 1,200 sq. ft. for
ron=—assignable Ilbrary functlions, making a total of approximately
8,000 sq. ft. In the entire building. The book shelves and shelving
areas are fllled almost to capacity. For the présenT population
of about 64,000 people the Library has approximateiy 70,000 volumes;
according to accepted standards It should have at least 160,000
volumes. There are about fifty seats in the Library; according
to accepted standards there should be 180 seats. Library staff
guarters are becoming crowded. Books are now being stcred In an
area formerly assigned to the bookmoblie. In almost any area,
furiction, or service, the Library is |iterally and actuaily
"bursting at the seams". There Is no questior but that additional
space is needed immediately.

The queslen that arises Is whether to renovate the present
lforary bullding and build an addition or to construct a new
ilbrary bullding.

The present library building has about 2,000 sq. f*+. of floor
space. !t has been established that Monroe County wi'!l, in twenty
years, need space amounting to at least six times this much. The
malrn floor of the present bulidirg does no - have many wal'!s but

the lower floor Is cut up into several rooms and areas with walls
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that are mostly load-bearing. Doors cou!d be cut in some places
and perhaps éome walls could be removed. However, this does not
provide for the efficliency that comes from large open areas.

An addition to the Library would nave to be bui!* on the back or
on one or more sides. The presert site wouid permit an addition
of several thousand square feet but there iz not enough ground
area on the present site for the space that will eventually be
reeded. Since the maln floor of the present building is partialiy
above grade-=level and the lower ficor iz partially below grade-
fevel, and an addition would have to be built ir this pattern

ot ramps wou'd be recessary. |t jererally Is not satisfactory

tc place an additior or a fixed=furctioi, oulldina. It Is important
+¢ have the front entrance of a public !'fbrary at grade lgvel;

11 would not be easv *o change the mal: entrance on the present
sullding. Often It Is nearly as exgensive to remade! an old
building as i+ Is to bufld new quarters with an equivalent amount
of space.

For the reasors mertio2d above, 1+t is recormended that a new
Iiorary bﬁlldlng be construc*ed rather thar remode: the present
butiding and buifld ar additlio- on i1+. |f funds do not permit the
construction of the total building needed Forl+he twenty=-year pro-

jcetion, plans should be made for an addition at a later date. A




of the building Is needed.

Before any flinal plans are made, a complete outline should
be prepared that contains all of the services, functlons, and areas
to be Included In *he bullding. After the outline Is completed,
the buflding program can be written. Some of the characteristics
of the public library bullding and the Items to be Included In the

written bullding program are offered below as a gulde.

Cnaéacigr[s+[gs of EQQLLQ Library Buildings.

L. Tne modular plan is now used almost exclusively. This
means the use of columns for support with a minimum of
Irterior walls, particularly load=bearing, thus providing
a maximum of open space for flexibility. |

2, Ordinarily there ghould ke only one public entrance which
stould be at grade levei1

3, It Is desirable that the building be designed In such a
way that part of the Interior, preferably the front, can
be seen from the street.

4, The building should be friendly and inviting.

5. The library site should be chosen as indicated In the suggestions

on selection of site.
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6. The bullding should not be a monument. The cutside should

be pleasing and the inside should provide the best possible

use of the space for library functions and services for both

the public and the Iibrary staff.

a. Books should be attractively and logically displayed.

b. Traffic patterns shouid be arranged so that patrons can
enter the iibrary easlily and find what they want with a
minimum of effort.

c. Petrons must have adequate and comfortable places to
examine and use |library materials.

d. Provision should be made for easy access to the bullding
for books, materials, and supplies.

e. Provision must be made for easy access and adequate space
for the l|ibrary staff and other employees to perform thelr
duties.

7. Space relationships should be carefully considered.

a. Each public service area should have its own shelving,
office, and work area. Wherever possible, two or more
service areas shoula be arranged so that they car share
staff materials and other facilities.

b. The technical services area should be arranged to provide
a smooth flow of materials from loading dock to receiving
room to acquisitions to classifying and cataloging to public

service areas.
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c. Staff facilitles, such as staff room, restrocms, and
lockers should be conveniently placed.

d. It is usually best to have only one public entrance for
easy control and saving on supervisory persbnnel.

€. Whenever possible, multiple use of the same areas and
functions should be considered. For example, public
meeting rooms can be used for a variety of activities;
the librarian's office and |ibrary board meeting room
can be combined; often there can be a centrallized
circulaflqn desk for ali-book charging; and the sfaff
room can Be used for staff and other meetings.

f. Flexibility cen be maintained by separating services
or functions with movable bookstacks réfher than walls;
by combining functions, services, or areas; by arranging
supervisory office In the same generai area as the - -
functions supervised; by placing elevator, booklifts,
and uttlities in a core area; by adopting a module size
that will permit a variety of arrangements within the
butlding.

Clients can be moved horizontally more easity than vertically

and with greater safety and economy. This Implies that two

floors are better than three or four floors.
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9. Features of other {lbrary buildings should not be copind
unless they loglically can be used.
10, The mos+-lmpor+an+ or mast-used functicns should be housed
on the main floor.
Selection of Site.
| Many factors mus* be: considersd in selecting the location for
a pﬁbllc ITbrary. They aie listed below. |t Is.lmporTanﬁ that no
final decislion be made on the permanent site untll all of the Iibrary
functions and services to be ircluded in +he bullding have been declded’
and the approximate <lze of the bplldlng determired.

1. The site should be in an area where It will serve *he greatest
number of peonte. The bes* site is as close as possible to
the ceriter of the business dis*rict ad facent to retai! stores,
banké, and similar types of businesses. |

2. The site should be on or near main +hrough sféeefs.

2. The site should permit the main entrance to be at grade level.,

4., The sife‘shouid permit maximur use of a view irto the Interlor
of the ilbrary.

5. The site should be large erough to permit additlions on the
back of fthe building, on the two sides, or as another floor.

6. The ;i+e should, 1+ puscible, allow the buliding to be oriented
to the north (as a first choice) or the east (zs 3 second cholce)

to avold sun glare,
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7. A rectanguler site Is preferable to any other shape since
+his permits the ccastruction of a rectangular buildirg
Whlch maixes supervision easier.

g, The site should provide ample space for parking in addition
to being in an area a: described in point no. 1 above.
ﬂowever, 17 there Is any question about whether both
criteria car te attain=sd, +hpse criteria in point no., 1
should be gliven prefere:.ce.

9. The site shou:d not be In a cultural or clvic center where

there mav be a minimur rurber of people, particularly after
5 2.m. '

16. The site shou'd .ot necessarlly be In the geograghic center
of population, especially if this means In a residential
area, uniess this happers *o coincide with the location
describsd in,poln+ 10. 1;

11. The site should pot be selected with the idea of ron<tructing
a moro!ithic buildiry cr morument to a special percon o~ cause.

Written Bujiding Proaram.

The writter tuliding prograr i« a basic and important decumert. |t
shou!d be prepa-ed with great care aéd should te complete In all detalls.
I+ i5 the libfary guide fcr the architect and should describe all nhaces-
sary aspects oflfha raw tuliding. Listed below are the Items that should

bta included In the bullding prcgram.
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1.

2.

o
(&
o4}

A staterent cf the purpose ard¢ philusophy of the ifbrary,

A study of the comruni+y (description, populatlon frends,
economy, trarsportation, types of readers, educational and
cultural Fesources, summunity organizations, aind social
problems) uriess this information zan be provided In arother
documant,

Floor space and numper of volumes by category and by location
o area,

Flcor space for readers by areas or types.

Flzor apace for llbrary ctaff by area or function.

Fioor . puce for special furniiure and equipmert (card catalog,
atlaz and dicticnary starcgs, publi: service desks, suppiy
cabinels, ricro-reading ma: hines, photocopving.machines,
display cares, pariocdical inde« tables, pamphlzt flles, etz.).
Floor space for spacial rooms for such activities as story
hours, discucsior programs, staif meetings, board meetirgs,
audio-visval u=e, <mcking, *ynirg, framed print disp'ay, and
for the use »¢ a0 =ilarary groups.

Discussion of ronw=nssignatie !lbrary “funct*ions (corridors,
haiiways, staiirwcys, resztreoms, eieve*or, mechanical equip-
ment, etc.) althouvah the architect wil! assign ths space.

A aduecription of spece rziationships (the locatior of service,

wers, and public areas with respect *o one another),

. B
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An indication of cther thirgs needed, wilth suggestions about

thelr locations, such ast

a.

D.

"
.

Ertrances and exits.
Parking faclilitlies.

Coat faciliTties.
Telephone.,

Buzzer systems.

Widvh of bookstack aisies.
Air condiiloning.

Wnater coolers.

Aia ms on flre exitz.
Af+er=nours bock return.
Trafflz patterns.
Clocks.

Acoustical treatment.

. Dispiay areas.

Restrooms.

Types of s=2ating.
Type of corstruction.
Lighting.

Bullding ori&ntation.
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Some Decgisficns 1o be Made.

Before too much time and effort are spent in pianning a new

building, It wiil be necesséry for Monroe County Pubtic Library to

make some tazic decisions., The ancewer to these questiors wili affect

the type and amount of space aliotted, Some of these questions are

listed below:

1.

10.

Will the Library process a!l of Its bocks, use the services

of a prozassing cenfer,lor be a processing center for an area?
Witl ali of the books be divided by *ype of cilent or will
+hey all bz shelved *ogsther as a unit?

How many voiumes are <o be housed?

How many reacers ars Tc he sea+ed?

What is to be The pé++ern of axtersion activity: brarches,
statlons, bookmobi'e, etc.?

Are There to be speclal service areas:. business, technoiogy,
music, ete .’

Will there be spectal collectiorns: rare books, Indiana and
Monroe Ccunty history, etc.i

What types of photorecrodiction and micro-reading faci!ities
will be provided?

What group services are to be offered (this can affect the type
and size of pus'ic meetlng rooms)?

What type of audio-visual services are pianned?
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What type of display and éxhlbI+ areas are needed?

What Is to be the pattern of service (includirg the number
of service desksi?

Canius!gns.

A new library building shou!d be constructed rather than
remodei The present bullding and buiid an additior on lf.
Preliminary estimates Indicate the the new Iibrary building
will need a minimum floor space of 50,000 sq. ft.

Before deciding the size of the buillding, 1t wil! be recessary
to outline in detall the services ard functions to be housed.
The siTte should be chosen as indicated in the outline under
site selection. For the size of {ibrary needed, at least

one-hal f of a city block will be needed.

- An examination of the plans disptayed In City Hall for changes

In the downtown area Indicate that the Library site should be
located In the area bounded by Col lege. Lincoln; Third, and
Seventh Streets,

Under present conditions, It would seem that the best slte
would be one-haff block of the area bounded by Fif+h;'Slx+h,

Washirigtcen, and Lincoin Streets.
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Post Script

The foregoing report Is intended as a guide for decisfon making.
No final answefs have been given. An Intensive community study has
been presented. An interpretation of those community characteristics,
needs and Interests appropriate to |ibrary services has been made.
Which services are finally necessafy Iin meeting library objéchves
Is a declision which should be made appropriately by the Monroe
County Board of Trustees under guidance from their Librarian. The
physical facilities are a direct reflection of library objectives,
and cannot be planned until & direction and program of services has
been agreed upon. How these functions afi#ct bullding decisions has
been Indlicated. Guldance in translating ‘these declisions into
library facilities completes our report.

We are living In an increaslngly complex, growingly urbanized
society. Soclety is becoming increasingly affluent. Life is more
comp lex, more confus:d, more tense; demands on al! facets of soclal
organization are changing and increasing. The demands made upon
the public I1brary are changing also. Many people are no longer
interested in going to the library just for "a wood book to read".
They often desire books on a particular subject or they have a
specific problem and are looking for information and guidance in |
this area. Many others are becoming aware that they need something,

but are not sure what or how.
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More cltizens are engaged in specialized vocations than ever be=
fore. More of the population is In school, and college attendance
Is becoming commonplace. Many tralned for an occupation ére already
finding truth in the statement that the average person s -facing the
task of relearning his profession seven times between his first job
and retirement. Reference to the Information explosion is the cliche
of the 1960's New demands are being made on public library staffs
and collectlions.

The Monroe County Public Library stands in a position. to lead
the County In coping with and helping to solve the probléms of today
and tomorrow. Monroe County needs a dynamic library. The Monroe
~ County Public Library, bullding on solid +radl+lon; has started In
this direction. Laymen, Coun+y leaders, the Library Board of Trustees,
the Librarian and his staff offer current evidence that the County

will have the dynamic public [ibrary it needs.




