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DO RACE AND ECONOMICS DECIDE WHC GETS WHAT?

E. L. Klingelhofer
Center for Research and Development in Higher Education
University of California, Berkeley

I agreed to take on this assignment in the belief that it would
provide me with a powerful incentive to bring together experiences with
organizing and administering academic and supportive programs for
minority/poor students, with evaluation of the College Opportunity
Grant Program of the California State Scholarship and Loan Commission
and with intensive recent reading in literature of the youth counter-
culture.

The assumption about incentive proved to be correct but the data
and experiences have resisted such neat packaging. In fact, there was
no way of working in the youth culture at all, so at least you are spared

my analysis of The Greening of America. Count your blessings. However,

the attempt has made it possible to respond indirectly to the question
which provides the topic--'"Do race and economics decide who gets what?"
Before getting into that, however, there are some assertions to be made.

1. The financial aid resources which are available do go to
students who have bona fide need.

2. There is a critical scarcity of all kinds of financial aid
for students throughout all of higher education

3. Almost no financial aid resources go unused. In California,
for example, it is estimated that the unexpended funds
amount to about one half of one percent of the total amount
provided in 1969-1970.1

Speech given at the 1971 Western Rggional Meeting of the College Entrance
Examination Board, San Francisco, January 12. 1921
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These conditions make sccuring financial assistance difficult

at best and they bave the effect of working to the disadvantage of

{the very poor and the ethnic minority stuwdent for reasons which will
become evideut as we go along.
There are four more or less distinct parts to this talk,

e oegin by looking at some statistics and trends that seem.

-t0 be important when one considers the financizl needs of ethnic

' minority students.

Neyt, we sketch the necds and prob]ems of minoriiy/poor stu—

".dents as these are vomced by a large groun of California high school'

”students seeking grants.

This brings us to the po:nt where we take a brief shot at the

. question posed by the title of the speech and we finish with some.

suggest:ons for thc administration of financial aids. :

i

: i. TRTNDS IV POSTSLCOPDARY EDUCATIOW

. The press towcrd higher education 1s more sevele now than 1t

.has ever been and current forecasts 1nd1cate that enrollments w:ll

continue to increase and the proportion of college age popuiation B

’fln college will also grow during the next decade. Total college

' 'enrollments nov are about 7.3 milliong by 1978 they w1ll get to about

.10 3 million.2 This increase will 1argely be made up of students

who, a decade ago, did not go on to postsccondary educatlon.' These-

_are mainly students mhose high school achievement was below aver-

age, vho are in less favored economic brackets ‘and who are dispzo—

portionately drawn from ethnic minorities.
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VWhile there is_a certain amount of appreheneion about over-
production of intellectual manpower--the difficulbies that new
- Ph.D.s are expezriencing in finding employment has made many bro-
- fessors and college admiaistrators understandably edgy--and some
front-page viewing with alarm has already taken place.3 There is
not_likely to be any slacking off in the demand for higher educa-

4 gave last month

tioh for a while., The message that Syl#ia Porter
. is powerful and persﬁasive--those of yo? who saw that colwmn will“
.remeMber tbat.she puts al$300,00Q differehtial in earnings price

tag on eduoaﬁion taken to the professionai leVei‘when lifetiee
earnlngs of professnonml—,echnlcal vorkers and of laborers are com-
.5‘pared. Whlle the dollar value of hﬁgher educatlon as reflected in
’“.differentlal earnings is shrlnklng, it is g01nn to tske a vhile Tor
'2=the message to sink in and it is qu;te llkely that the character of
the educational process will .change rat her than tLe partlclpation
="1n it w1ll dlmanSh.l The student emphasis on relevance and the’quibe
recent recommendatlons of the Carnegie Comm1ss1on for educatlonal

‘ ;reform bear on this p01nt. e o

| ' Most of the increase 1n studebts.w1ll be absorbed by publlc

"j.eolleges of one sort or another, w1th a large share of it g01ng to

'~ two year institutions. Earlier this year the Carnegie Corporation5

. affirmed the desirability'of equality of educational opportunity and

indicated that from 230-280 new community colleaes.would need to
':be establlshed within the next decade to respond adequately to. thls

- need., If thls goal is to be achleved funds for the aid of students
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will have t0 become much more available to.junior colleges. As

we all know, college costs entail more than just the price of tgi—

tion and books--student aid resources will have to go to jﬁnior

colleges~~or at least to junior college students to facilitate the
educational plans of the student in need, This will require either

a significant shift in the thinking of.the individuals who allocate
':'fﬁnds fof studént aid;or a substantizl but probébly unlikely incfea;e

in fhe total réqouiées available fof student support.

' Until guite recently most of the resources found their way to
fmlddle Jncome, hlgh achieving students. ”hls pgttern ;s now chang- :
| 1ng somevhat with things llke ECG, work study, pubiicly supported
l:Educatlonal,Opportunlty Programs and the llke--but the junior col-
j'.'leges which are the first step in the higher educatiogal lgdde?

‘fof the new crop.of students still have very littlé availgblé'in.
f\-fhe-way of hélp--and their sfudentstwili need to have assistance
',:prov1ded in one way or anothcr if the ideal of equallty of educa—__

: tlonal opportunity is to be approached |
In this flrst sectlon, then, we are conuendlng that éhere w1ll
;-be ‘an increase in both the numbers and proportlons of college age B
*Ayouth vho will go on to college in the next few years‘ A s1gn1f1—
_;éanﬁ partiof.this increasé will consist of students who did not
-”forﬁerly pursue ppstsecondary education‘dnd the majofity of.the§e‘
low #chieving, disproportionately.mihority, 1owér‘socioeconomic
status students will gravitéte to thé.sorts of institutions which

:have the least awount of student financial aid avaiiable.




II; NEEDS AND PROBIEMS OF MINORITY/POOR STUDENTS
What sorts of needs do these studeﬁts have? 1In order to try
to answer this question I.have gone to the individual applications
for the College.Omportunity Grant Program of the California étate
Scholarship and -Loan Commissioﬁ. The program was established by
-the legislature of the State of California in‘1968 and its first.
_:1,650 recipients vere gelecféd in 1969. The intent of the prbgram '
 is ﬁo make funds availéble fo pronising students, mainly minority;
80 that they can continue thelr educatlons at the communloy college
‘1evel. The legislature stipulated that other thap conventional
'._jmeans of selection be.folloﬁed, this ﬁd get away ffom the ﬁéa%y
-..bearihé that testing and test results have traditionaliy had on the
.'blbéelécfién of winners of grants and scholarships. Need wés é condi-'
tion for é grant end the average family.inCOMe for the‘typical
 ”;f_three child famlly vias about $5,600--about $1, OOO below the poverty
.lllne. . ' |
o Wifhouf boring you with the detéils, it is sufficient for ouf
purposes to say fhat two of the elements which Weie.used in.thé
.selection proceés wefe stétements made b& the apblicant.' ﬁé askeq
him to énswer two questions;-"why do you want to go to college?"
“and “Why.do you need.é grant?" We also asked for a.statement about
‘the appllcant by a counselor-or someone who knew him Vell. We
. developed a means of scoring these statements which seems to be

"usefully reliasble and valid. We also learred a good deal about




vhat it is like to be young and poor and a member of an ethnic
minority in California.

As ve read these statements--and there were many of them
becavse last year wé had.over 4,000 applications for the 1,000 new
grants~-there seemed_td develop a kind of_ordcr or structure. It
"is this structure that I want to present, illustrating its elements
by éuofing statements made by ybung peopie who applied for these
) grants. Tﬁe quotations afe selected because they iliustraté a

.p01nt but they are taxen frém'winners and non-vinners both and the
4 sense of poignancy which. I hope we can capture and convey here 1s
not confined to these few examples. The Scholarship Commission |
4:engages a number of professionai séofers to do éhe actual assessment
- of'thé applications and in tﬁ. week in May when they came to Sacra- |

_mento to do the read*na they vere all moved to .anger as they en-
_.countered the same sorts of statements tlme after tlme after tlme.
These are s1mply examp;es and we've got 1ofs more of them and there
fare ‘even more that we've never even heard of |

So, tht is 1t 11he to be young and poor 1n.Calllorn1a?

‘Here 1s the statement of a glrl w1th a 5.3 GPA 1n hlgh school

_Both my parents work in the fnelds and during the summer I

vork in the fields also. Although I try my best I find i

work to be hard and tiring and I do not enjoy it at all. I

~ want a job that I could endoy working in. o :
" And here is one from a young man with a 3.8 GPA R
Since the ége of seven I have worked every summer in the famﬁ
‘fields under miserable weather conditions for low wages.

Because of this experience and that of being a farm laborer's
son I am determined not to make farm labor my occupation.



The next young man had a 2.9 average, somewhat below average for
ouwr vinners, He says

I need a grant because my father is partially disabled due to
a hip ailment ceaused by a truck accident six years ago. Thus
the period of time in which he may work is guestionable due
{0 his disability and his age. A4t present he must work at
two jobs to support the family, at one of the jobs I do aboutb
one hqu {he work without substantial pay.

=To this statement the student's counselor adds
Jose is a Vorthy applicant for financial asszutanco. He is
-the sixth cf eight children., His father, partially disabled
can no longer drive trucks, sc he has been working for Goodwill
Industries and for a church where Jose helps him with his cus
todial duties., Mrs. M is a clerk at Kress

' Another young man has this comment:

T don't want to be a laborer all my life, like my father.
Being a laborer is good honest work, but not for me., -

Adds -another:
I need a grant because ny parents-aré unable to help because
" both of them are in welfare and they don't have any income
~ beside the harvest seasons and thats nothing for a family
U with ¢ chlldren.
"His counselor ver;fles the ststement
While Pablo works hard, he has been unable to set aside any
- funds due to his femily's financial needs. He comes from a
_large Mexican-American family and each contributes to the
" family by his work :
Pablo had a 2.9 average bu* d1d not win a grant

- The students tell us through thelr statements that to be poor

" means
menial, dangerous labor L T o :

" unemployment, underemployment, welfare




bills...with the parents doing what they can to neetl them
vhile income produced by the children feeds the family

substandard medical and dental care, discase, disability and
untinely death

Sore of the sense of this is ceptured iﬁ the following excerpt
. My mother doesn't work, only al home, trying to raise 9
. children to be good citizazns of the state, My father has
_been going blind for more than 15 years. As a result he can't
. work. Everywhere we go we have take his hand or else he will
~ . trip. o C ‘
.‘All of thesé things affect the priority given tu education.
Support at.ﬁome is likely to be minimal and the sheér étruggle for
survivai takes precedence over school or ény of the activitieé'
assoéiated with it.. The student in this.situation ﬁill not be so
.‘well kmown in the school setting, he will be in the'échool réther
than:of if and he will be attending to different probiems aﬁd seté
of valués than the ones which charscterize the well-regulated aca-
" @emic institution. | | -
:A.second pattern.or eiement has tokdo with fhe.structufe.off
R the family and the generation gap. | | . |
..oﬁe.says N ; . . -
- -Since I confribﬁte to the suppért ofvﬁy family;..l
. And another goes onv | - ) e

I feel obligated to continﬁe to contribute some of my paycheck
to my mother and our household,...

© v _Qf-another female applicant a counsclor says
. Isst stmmer Marsha lost her mother and it was necessary for

her to change to & half-day schedule so she can supervise
“her younger brothers in the sfternoon




A young man adds

My brother and I work as much .as we can during the summer
nonths so as to help out at home '

And an unusually perceptive and bright ybungster states:
I have to leave home for vy mother's benefit, as if there's
someone here to take care of her she will do nothing for
herself. She just returned from the county NHental Health
Center after two weeks of therapy trying to get her to take
care of hercelf, She is currently looking for a job but it
is feared that if I stay she will again start to vegeltate to
make me take care of her, This by an ethnic minority student
with a 3.9 GPA in high school.
These quotations illustrate something intriguing. Among ovr
*fCQG épplicants there is little indication of & generational conflict.
They comwmonly ezpress concern for and an ungquestioning sense of
responsibility toward their fmnilies-éparenfé and sibs. One begins
to wonder if the generation gep isn't closely tied to the socio-
economic status of the family and may be one of the byproducts of
' -middle class values. We will return to this speculation a bit
later when presenting some suggestions about managing aid programs. -
There are a numnber of other batterns which also appear from _
these statements although they have somewhat less direct bearing on
.the main object of this talk, A brief Mention_and a Tew examples
| night sﬁill be in order:
A young men with a 3.84 GPA has this to say
My main reason for going fo college is to prepare myself
morally, intelligently, educationally, intellectually and

physically for the job of liberating Black people from
social, economic and political oppression.




“legend.

10

A younz woman says

«..1 want to do more than graduate from college and get a high
vaying job. Ve are living in a big, cruel, mixed-up world
and there are so many people vwho need help,

“And another adds

I am a Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexicano or brown. Anyway
you term it, it means the same. I am proud of my ethnic back-
ground and I believe that the only way I can help my people

is by getting the best education I can.

The young man vho made the following stau‘ wents captures a nunber '

of the aspirations:

- One of the main reasons is to stay oub of trouble because
-~ without a good education you will find it hard to get a high
position in society. My mother wants me to go so that she can
be proud of me because she has vent out of her way many, many
times for me, You see, I have been living without a father
for il years, so people think that I was golng to turn out. a
- hoodlum but I fooled them. . :

.Educatlon is seen as the way out, not only for the individual

but for his family and for his people.' The amount of falth 1nvested

in the powcr of higher education to tzansform the quallty of one's

_llfe and that of those to whom he-feels cloue--and the way in which

this'achievement will prove to be a model to others like youhger

.51bs, members of the same ethnic group, etc.——ls extraozdlnary.-
'Educatlon is perceived as the key that w1ll unlock the door to a
_better life and this exact simile is one often encountered in the

_-applicant statements.

" When one stops to think about the circumstances in which all
of our winners and most of our applicants have grown up he is

inclined to be impressed by the durability of the Horatio Alger

10
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A counselor notes of a student

Rosie is outstanding. She comes from a large family. Hex
dad is a ficld laborer making in the vicinity of $3000 a
year., Its amazing that she has excelled in school under
these conditions. I don't know of anyone more deserving.

Charles is the second of three children, whosec father died
approximately five years ago. Since that time the boy has
held a nunber of after school & weekend jobs trying 1o help
Mrs. S manage the home. (She is currently unable to find
vork) Through all of this Charles has maintained academic
excellence, '

Charles has a 3.93 average in high school.
" - Jesus has not participated in many activities because of work-
ing but he is not bitter aboubt it. He has an excellent command

. of English and uses it well. This is notesble since his par-
-ents spoke little English at home. Jesus has a 3.3 average

v

A girl has this to say
Another reason is that all the kids (teenaéérs) in my neighbor-
hood either quit school before they graduate or feel that grad-
uation is enough. Therefore they don't continue their education
‘and because they have nothing to do, they turn to the bad
things in life such as stealing, and, even worse, drugs. I
want to be able to prevent this from happening.’ '

Here in these and hundreds of other 1nstances llke them is .

-achievement against all kinds of odds--the need and the pzessure

and the W1111ngness to work to help the famlly, the constant mov1ng,_
“and the _exposure to not only antlschool but ant1s001al influences
from peers. Overcomlna these sozts of obstacles is an 1ncred1ble
accompllshment
Not only do the students prevall--they also seem to keep thc1r
~faith in the system and this may be the greatest miracle of all.

I want‘td do something, not cause a revolution or participate
in one or incite a riot, but to give of mysell and be satisfied.

J;BJ};” '.j'  . :} _ .' . ’ J¥1 |
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And, therefore, in order {o do this, it is nccessary for me
to thG a sound education, To be able to give and not mind
if I do not receive in return., (This from a girl with a
2. average. She was an alternate winner)

“I am very fortunete that I live in this country where I am
given the priviledge of attending a college of my choicr.."

" The author of this is a girl whose father and mother "are
working like I wish they weren't" and whose $4000 family
income she characterizes ss follows "what my father earns may

" . seem okay to many but we have a verg large familyand through
the years we have done without ruch luzeries,”

" Another girl says "my main goal in life is to help people.aud
‘vhether I get this grant or not I'm 501ng to be somcbody even
if it takes 10 ytavs"

And. is joined by these last applicants who say

T don't want to live on Welfare anymore, There's gov to be
a better life for an Indian than welfare., I want to find it.

'énd

s My family is on welfare now, and I'm rcally ashamed of 1t I
'want to earn the money I use for food and rent.

One thlng I Vould sincerely dread would be if I lived a whole
life-time without being of some use to this couwntry and my
.genelutlon. : .
”Hese appllcants have accepbed the values and the prescrlptlons

" whlch inhere in the system. Work hard Get educated Be self-

-rellant Ybu are what you make of yourself. The American Dream,

III. DO RACE AND ECOPDMICS DECIDE WHO GETS WHAT?

In his exbtraordinaxry book, Slaughterhouse Five, Kurt Vbnnegut

“adds a macabre emphasis to the atrocities he talks about by addlng,
lacohicaliy, after recounting each one, "And so it gogs."

And so it does go. And we could go on and on with our examples,
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Nathanael West, in Miss Lonelyhearts, depicts the psychological

breakdown of the columnist vwho identified too closely with the insol-
ubie problems readers brought to him., His failure was to get involved
with the people vwho came to him for help.

These mechanisna have an important part in determining how
resources are ailocated or financial aid is administered. Vhen they
are added vo the enormous comp’tltlon for funds we have some potent
k ;forces which act to define the processvby vhich financial aid is
.disbursed. There is, first, the repressive‘mechanism.' Most cf us
in higher education have had little experience vith poverty and,.
pethaps because of this, harbor feelings of disccnfbrt if not dié- :
iike when'we.are.around those trapped in:poverty. Vie unconscicusly'
_act to insulte.and isoiate oursel.ves fromvbeing remninded of its
'.exiatence. Thin means tnat those who are-in the instituticns‘
tmost llkely to hava dlrect contact Wlth the very poor and the ethnlc
m1nor1ty student are in a s:tuatlon vhere they are least able to
:do anythlng about prov1d1nv help. Whoqe who are somewhat better ozf
-for resources are still unable to satlsfy all of the demands. As
a respon°e to thls uncomfbrtable condltlon a bureaucrath edlflce
grows which simplifies the work of the amnlnlstlator by llmltlng
his case load for more or'less irrelevant reasons. For one eYample
there are applicaticn'deadlines. Deadllnes are 1mportant but they
'dc have the effect of disqualifyang people from cons1derat10n for

what are flawed considerations. The early bird does get the worm.
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But_fhe.early bird is likely to be the sort of bird vho is imbued
- with certain kinds of values which do not inhere in the minority
.or poverty cultures, You don't gét the worm if.yqu can't fly to
where the‘wbrms are, | |
. fhen there is the matter of tying aid to écholastic and extra%
cufricular considerations. The minority/poor Stuﬁent, if he has
been a high'academic achiever, is likely to have ékcelled only ip
that area--he will nqt have been in fhe powér.structure or heavily
' engaged in the life of the institutién because‘of the”préSS'oﬁ his:
.time outside the school situation and the othér demaﬁas on his
aﬁtention end his services. Conseqﬁently he will not be ¥nown in _
. thé éituafiop. Thus because of the tendency't6 put aside thé moré 
‘<distiessing facts of poverty existence-~"and so it gbes"-;énd the

- reluctance to.get involvéd vith the problems of others--and the

4 f' tendéncy-for Arerican educators, like éveryone else, to get caught’

 ‘ﬁp in the sﬁow.biz, press-agentry, sensationalistic instant miracle
ethic which is so much a part of- pmericen life, and to ﬁnite this |
E witﬁ é scarcity of means, some students get 1ost.. The students wﬁo
 .get.1ost are the high achieving, nét_éo high féstiﬁg,'minorify ﬁqof
‘ybuth,. I believe the financial aséistance_is determined by race

and economics and that they operate, in many 6f these cases, to

Z:dény.or limit assistance tp_ﬁorthy stgdents_vho‘haﬁpen_to_be minor-..

ity-~or poor-~or female,

14




IV, IMPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL AIDS ADMINISTRATION

What do all of these things mean to those of you who are in
thé financial aids and admission fields?

First, there is the obvious fact that there aré many ethnic
'minority or economically disadvantaged students who achieve from
‘st}ong to outstanding records in secondary school who.don't'éet
much of a shot at convenfional SOufces_bf aid. Ten percent of COG.
‘winnérs hgd a high scho§l GPA of 3.5 or.higﬁer.. They’wefe good . enough
to warrant conventional assistance but ﬁhe inéscapablé_fact is that

ifhe usual methods di@n‘t turn them ué. Re%Séns for this:may be found

- *n the heavy reliance on tests in selection for some kiﬁds-of éid; o

‘the attaching of a fee to testing and financial need assessmént.sef-

ﬂ&ices and thé noninvolvement of the student'with the life of the

. secondary Séhool becéuse of competing priorities. Théée stﬁdénts

~ are.low profile and they;are not géing to be Qi;ible until there
”4.ié_a much stronger determihation 6n the pérts of all of‘us at all

_ levels in the academic commmity to seek them out, There is _1i£_£1é
';fﬁemptétiop to do this sort of féleﬁt seaiching;ééfter all ﬁheie afe
ﬁeither places nor aid to be had_fdr all ﬁh&sé eligible in h-yeérhi
colleges in Californis. Yet, there are hundreds of high achieving

' sfudents, ﬁith.crippling economic handiéaps who fall.thioﬁgh the
,l”crgcks and some ;eadjustment_Qf_pripriﬁies and ;giectiop prpce@urgs N
'. c1éarly seems to be indicated. | | | |
Morebver,.when there has been a dispésiﬁioﬁ téjsearch out.stﬁr

dents, educational institutions seem to have fallen victim to the _

15
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Pygmalion complex. For example many EOPs caler to students who
carry almost none of the conventional acadcmic credentials. To
see‘how they flourish (under the riéht kinds of conditions) in the
college enviromment, to wifness the phenomenal reversals of form
is hlghLy glatlfyln"- after all, there is nothing more rewarding.

_ than winning on. a long shot. However, this preoccupation haé tended
to make aid for the above average to hlgh pnlformlng students more |
dlfflcult to secure, For example, Riced estimates that there are'
100 students in each Vas hlngton, D.C. hlgh school w1th test scores
giving deOldb1e prognosis for college success vho have no plans of
_contlnulng on to college. Dorothy Knoell? says that "there are

| still some black highlschool'graduatcs vwith talent and interest who
are being ovcrlookcd in the large citieé, perhaps because the high
échoolsvfrom which they have gréduatcd.havé senﬁ so few to college
in the past " icck of funds is doubtleés one major cause and could
"be counteracted in part by college off1c1als spendlng some tlme in

- the schools w1th the heayy minority concentra 1ons--or h?v1nn stu—

dents do thls for them--searchlng out the hlgh achieving students ___"

- and offerlng them encouragement and counsel, Thls morcl support

' wouidlbe usefully supplemented by easing or'eliminatiné_épplicaxion
fces for adpission to college. This étratégem like the rain, falis“
. onithc Just anq.the unjustpoqucllyh-but it docs hgrm.the needy opu;
denp. chulariziog and waiving of test and financial need assess-

| ment fees--vhich is possible'in'a limited and somewhat informal

16
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way now--would help.to get more students into the pipeline_for
consideration. I am quick to ackrnowledge that theselfees either
support a progrem or meke it easier to administer by discouraging
frivolousness. Unfortnnately they cut other ways as we have noted,
and the.plea here is for the sacrifice of administrative convenience
in the 1nterest of’ social Justice. |
o In additlon to seeking out the students and makingvthe proceéé
' of appllcation less difxlcult finan01ally, there are some other
things that finsncial aidq couns elor need to do if they are to
.work effectively and harmoniou Jy with the economically d:<advantened
' ethn:c minority student--or any other for thau matter.
| There is; fivst the need for struightforward and complehen-
- sible communication. This is a heavy respons:b111ty in any case but
it is espe01ally uzue for the minority Qtudent. He should ne in- |
~forned clearly as to the- ald which he will be ngen—~the amount the
type, any conditions to receive 1t, vhen 1t w113 ‘be forthcomlng,
where it Vlll go~~in short, every*hing. And haVing been told the |
_ 1nst1tut10na1 commltment must be met scrupulously. | |
There is second the need to take 1nto account the fnv1ronmental

pressures on the students. As_we saw earlier the economically dis-
.’advantaged student is Iikely fo feei.a keen responsibility toward
nis femily. He is also likely to have been on the shorts all of
his life and needs to be helped £0'uSe effectively_whatever resources

are provided. That means that funds vhich are subplied to help him
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live should be provided in such a way that the likelihood that tﬁey
will do whal they are intended to do is maxinmized. Regular payments
are probably to be prcférred to lunp sums for example; the fact that
there are periods of greater and lesser need in the academic year
must be képt in mind and used as a basis for determining the size

. of an installment on a grant.

Thg finencial aids administrator also needs to he asware of the

fact that his life style and that of the economically disadvantaged
student differ and understanding the forces making for these stylis-

. tic variations may be more useful ‘and powerful than simply rejecting

them out of hand.: Finencial aids people will. often be heard to make

© bitter or critical comrents on the clothing expenditures of aid

f_ recipients, for example. This gets to the point that financial aids:

sometimes is but ought never to be administered as if it vere char-

' ity.. Unhsppily, we tend to regard it in that light and consciously

or unconsciously try to dictate how the resources should be used.

.. A student says better than I can what the attitude. ought to-be:
I need a gran% because without any financial aid my college
career will be severely hampered or will not even begin, at

: least not in the near future., I don't consider a grant a
handout but one of the building blocks to success for some-
one who is in need and is willing to work hard with it., I

" am willing to work and work hard! But I need financial
assistance or aid. - '

~ As you have sensed by nov, the answers to the questions posed

by the title of this speech are "Yes," Béing poor or a member of a

minority group does make it harder to get financial aid, College
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chbiéés are limited. The choiceé available arc ones which don't
have juch aid. The selection procedures followed in choosing.aid
recipienté strgss beha&iors or gualities or attributes which poor/
minority studenis aré congiderably less likely to manifest than
students with essentiaii& middle class orientatioﬂé. There arel

other, more psychclogical reasons which work to the disadvantage of

" these students. Yet the evidence suggests that significant numbers
of young men &nd woren who are extremely'well~qualified for college

“work are being overlooked and some significant readjustments in

stratégies of detection and processing must Bé adopted il these

deserving end talented young people are to have an equal chance at

educational opportunity. There have been significant changes in

the past little while but there remains much to be done. This task

‘is worthy of your beéﬁ efforts.
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