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GICULTURATISHY  PEYCHNLOR AL CUSIT fe PROFITL

The psychmlsgleal pratlens off Yrargingl man have bzen a concorn of
anthropologlsts for al Iwaui throw decades. This iy exewplitlad In the
congmibulions of Mirgarey Head; icior Bsraouw, A 1. Hallowell, the
Zolndlers . George DeVos ayd W}}llsn ggvdlll, and In'chh biographlcal
and clinlcal reperting, such es tie cqlﬁe;tions of Joseph Casagrande and
Ceoorgena Seward, it 1s po ners oo anthropeloglsts that the retention of
ethaly rvilways In the fare of pressure (o abandun them canlbe psyctologicsliy
'ategirating amd stabifizing., Likewice. 1epld acculiuretlon. 1lke any rapid
caltural chenga tends to col genorailen agalnst genereticn, the moblle
oterarts ageinst the stah.2, and the Individual against himself. Although
thes2 findlrgs have baen characteristicatly slow to {liter [ato the general
Mmerican conscioisness<+a fact clearly vefiected In educstlional polley
untli the late 1960'se=thoy heve suddenly becona politically lwportant.

The clvil rights rovament tas Insplred avroing &ii non-Anglo grouvps In
this country e demand for tho means Lo self.raspect. Often this demand Is
cast In terms of the vagua and cualntly academic yet somehoit compelling
concept of “athnfc ldentity." Our wurpose s 19 £ry to clesr ewzy some
of tho confuslon surrounding thls concept 2s it spplied to Araricans of
Japsneso ancestry, and to suggest ways in which It inight be used affectively,
both In psychocultural research and In public cducetion,

We kave been engaged In o corpareiive study of zging and inter-
gancraticnal relatlons &xong Japaneso Americans, Hexlcen Amuricans, and
Arglo Avericans tn San Franciece for about three years now. Tha concepts
discucsad in this pepor ware devsioped In the course of this research,

Soma of these Ideas are Incorporated In & proposal for a three year
study of sthnlc ldentity which we recently submitted to the Hational

Inscftutes of Health,

2



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Ricwiiarai o Frooe 2

Ethnicity.  For both concepiuol ol procedural resucns  we havs
found ic¢ useful o distinguien Eoowgan (el o0p oiey G Ta6 LoD
of cthnicity. First of a1l the corg Aos basn wsad o refx ¢ 29

avesteal tredition or fradicfonal eutivte 10 wleh dmelyrase e oae

i

coupgry ware reared in toelr countrias of 0y igin,  Iv shauld Lo noted
that tha treditlonel culivee of oldsr Inmlgrarus wmay o longer e e
reetity becruse of chenge 2nd technologleal devetepment fa tie home
country. Thus, the culture of preswer Japon is {he incesiral gradlcoan

of issol now living tn San Francisco~=the devolopupais sl changes of

the post-var era in Japan are not @ parv of vhgir porsonzt earironeant s,

hus, wo sometimas flad that Frmigrant communities ase mora Vrraditional?
than are contemporary resldents of the rothey country.  in this discussiop
v wlll not use the verm othricity tn this sense. bul wil’ yother rofer

to traditional calture when this concept is requived,

A second way of defining etinicity te a3 o subculturg wiikin
Anerlcan soclety, Ethalc groups In the citids of ihe wortd oftenr bear
fittlo resemblance to oncestral tribal or peasant socletfes. To L2 sure,
some yecognizable remnants of African village culiure, for Instan:e. can
sulil be discernad, desplie slevery, In /merican Henro sociogies~~
particutarly In the West Indies and parts of Souih Awerica--but many
othar Afrliccalsms (or at Jeast Imaglingtive American facsimilies of them;
have been purposely reintroducted among Blacks in the Unlted States as
cilitivated symbols of bleck bdrotherhood. Pmarlcan groups of Hexlecen,
Jnpanasa, or Chiness encestry retain even more of the parént cradition
{including considerable use of the nailve language). However, & young
sensal obvlously llves In a different world from the now-historical
village or town In Jepan fiom which hls grandparents emigreted forty or

fifty yoars - ‘o,
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{ne necds, therefore, ¢ dlstlnguish datween traditional cuiture
and Gubsullure, as we arn uslng tha terss hzre. The subculiuve begar
with and Includes a set of cultural zZradiilons Im#orted from sbroad,
but this has baen suppiameuted with and modivied ty borrowlngs from
othar Anerican groups and developmenis resuliling from untgoo expoeriences
the group has had since thalr settleaent In the United States,

Ore needs also to distinguish between subculture and minority
group status. EBach of the voarlous eihnic minor!ty arauss In the Unlied
Stetes has a subculture uite different from the Sthroeein spito of
similarltias they mey shere in soctal siatus or economlic cordjlian.
Soclo-political events stichi as slavery, relocatlon and confiscaticn of
ancestral lands have provided distinctive historles of contect with the
sajJoelry soctety .nd have augmepﬁed ihis culivrsl diversity. Each of
thess unique historlical factors, wien zdded to the different ancestral
traditlions and to the nmore generic minorivy status factors such»as
discrimination, geﬁera! xaqophobla,often povarty and scgregation, has
created the subcultural charecter of a particular community.

A third view of ethnlcity nseds to He distiaguished as e sepacaie

concejit {or purposes of siuvdying fdentlty. {n this sense cthnfclty I

“the ''cunsclousness of kind' (Lowie, 194B) th2t gives a sense of social
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relatedness and coherence to the minorlty group mamber's exlstence in

a walticultural milieu. i is necassary (o make this distinction because
the subcultural concept, vhich can clerify many Lheoretlcal soclal und
historlcal Issues, 1s too abstrict when one moves to the Study of parsonal
msanlng stteched to athalcity. No Individual in a multicultursl mifleu
shares with his ethnic brethren the sewe information about his subculture,
nor about the cultures of other groups sround him. It Is sowetimes

suggested thet for this reason the concept of "ethnlc groun” is often
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vietess fa discusslons of arbav society. Mout crtbhanites of w032 elhnic
miroricies, bhowaver, would disogees with this norien  Fhey fgel rherselves

s he menbers of a very colerent and rent group {even whan thay dr 0

grasp vhefr velatlonshlp to it clestly) and the feeling Is ofren exirgnely ivadivan.

v oihem,  This gense of elhniclly~-thic ethnic contciovsness 5 whi congesn .
A% 0%t ta this paper. We c¢an outifne some of its featuren al the starts

1) Sensc of erhalcity I one of several components of 3 blcalrural
identitvy, rade up of racial!. soclsl nhass . and <wbeulinre:
fasiory inrerscting with irdividus® components cach A5 statuies
and tdentificaclons. in o her words. echnic constiovsnas:
reguires 2 pinralistic view of huran seclalye  J6 fo 'p gviene
4 (onparative (oncepk, reqriring sn out-group retevieat 9 give
It speciflic meaning.

2} The sailence and conten: of the ethnic compongar vy sacasding
to the role the individual s playing, ani the chzoestestics
of the setting inwhich it is piayed. Furthermnre, viriaivos
in the individual's ethnic conse fousness are independent of ihe
disptay of subcultural trafts la hls bohavior.

3}  Yho overall sallancy of the ethnlc consclousness foctor and Its
conlents \or o Juaosding w0 Jaselopast & ard il T ehniges,
As the Individual matures and ages, 2nd 3< he Jcequires acd
rolec tnd statuscs and abardons old me<, the meanings of
ethnic fsctors in his total consclousraess change.

ggggglgy; Jdentlty refers to thet cagnitive structure which gives s

stnse of coherence, continuity, and snclal relaledrecs to ona's fmsye of
ormseif. it Is that background structure of idwallzed, felt, and feared

2450 stotes and thelr asscciated symbols from whith the sslif-inage 15 drawn.

By the term ""background wa mean thai it is targely uxonselnus 82 any

a
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given rime, and must be inferred Trom various zorts of behavier awd
fantasy produciion, By the verr “'sicuckure’ we roan that the images
and syrbois are related 10 each other and to ihe objective world in an
wternal 'y coherent, dynsmic sysiom.

Seif~lnsge refers (o the consclous preduct of {dertity inveracting
with the objective woild. it Is the fecling of onaself-ss~a-vhole at a
given aorent, resultiag from eveluations of how-one-is-doing Wilh respec:
o ons's miliey. Self~image thus includes suach elements of tha
"ieneralfzed roaiity oricntation (Store, 1969} as body image. personal
rasourcas and weakrnesses, likes and distikes, and syutuses,

idant Ity the»ry differs from cowventicnal parsonslity theory
fargeiy In ¢he vaspect that the latter is concerned with the explanation
of beﬁavlor In t2res of core-or=less universal human drives, and I«
therevore lass sancirive to the continuous inceracifon of Intrapecsnnal,
interpersona!, and Intergreup droczesses (Wallace, 1967). Thus, if we
find that a pe-son Is faztidlovs 0 a seif~-destruct ive extent about
some things, &nd pathologlicalily messy about othars, wo say that
compulsivity Is a personality tralt of his, probably deriving fron some
discupiion “a bils hlo-psyciviogical naturation {the ~nal phase, if we
are Freudlans). in rerms of identity theory, on the other hand, we
might say that he has learned In hls Interaction with others to feor
both "slovenly' and "rigid-conformlist’ as ldantit~ sspects, and that he
15 overcompensating for the conflict this generates in his ldentity
syster.

Both conscious and unconsclous Jdontification with real or Imeginod
otrars must also be distinguished from ldentity per se. Flrst, the case
of #n Individual who could not psrcelve himself as distinct fron another

wuld be pathological, so we can say that norma) Individuals hava at

‘; .
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ieast semi=Indeperdent ldenittiles. Nor v the peiception of social
relatedness dependent on Idoniificatton with a group. A good cxample
of esoclel identification is given in ErikeLr's study of George Bernard
Shzw, who identified hinself with Wagner, :bzen. and other figures Trom
the reslm of "“he Hight Dead’ (E-tkson, 1960).

Secondly, we Include In our concepi of identity the unconsclous
organizing activity which Is necessary 1o glve personal mesning to
Identifications. Thus, identification with a ''geserallzed other' such
as an etlfnic group might require rotlatively litie dlstortion of
observabie reality~~the genoralizcd other can be sufficlently vague and
diffuse that ona can easlly ignore those characteristics of It ¢lat do
mot fit ona's immediate perceprlon of telf--but vhat one chooses 1o
tanore, and ~hy, and whether by repression or reinterpretztion we
include o2 the dynamle aspects of lIdentlty. Aside from the fact that
identiflicatlon with an ethnic group 1s rarely (if ever) so compleie that
the Individual sees himself as pothing but an exhnlc, thar part of his
identity which we call cthnic is always mors than mere consclous
Icentiflication with hlz ethnlc group.

“fthnlc ldentity,” then, refers to the sense of coherence, continulfty,
and sociel ralstednezs which the Individual derives fron the purception of
himself as & membar of an cthnic group. This ethnic component of the
tota! identity Is In constent Interaction with other components, and s
constently subject to re-teit!ng as the indlvidus! develops throughout
tho tlfecvcle, and a8 hls miifeu changes. Such changes muy cause anxlety,
which may in turn force & reorganizetion of the ldentity, elther relnfO(cfng
or devalusting its ethnlc component. On this point we differ from Eric
Erikson, who portrays Identity devolopment7ns following a falrly predictablie

pattern. Durling puberty, sexuald components naturally become sallent, ond

"



Bicuituralism Page 7

during adolescence and early aduitheod, thess zspevts of identity that
bear on feelings of economic worth aiso gain sallency as a rule, Racial
differences in appearance and ethnic differences in sex role are important
issues in the development of sexual ldentity inm a mulgicultural society,
as are economic differences due to minority group status in the develop-
ment of the identity aspecis of work and prodiwiiviey. However, sexuslity
and work are never settied issues, and their structuring in the identity
is never settied either. To the extent ;hat these things are involived

in the deveiopmen: of ethnic identity, i, too, renains problematic
threughout the lifecycle.

Keeping this in mind, let us examine some ways in which the ethnic
components of identity affect the eariy aduit period of development in
Japanese Americans foday. Mosi youmg Japanese Awcricans are members of
the third generation in America-~that ls, V'samsei.'' As such, their
identitlies are thoroughly bicultural; they combine significant elements
of both ethnic and non-ethnic origin. For iliustiative purposes, we
will sketch broadly two types of identity which appear to be common among
our sanseil subjects, and one type which Is rare, but importantob We do
rot claim that the list is comprehensive. in fact, we have little
information about de!inqpent vouth, or about such divergent Japanese-
Anerican communities ss Hawaii, Chicago, Seattle; or Los Angeles. Nor
have we time to discuss the etiology of thase types in detali, nor to
do justice te the very important qéestion of sex differences.

Type 1, which we will call the gthnic sociallzed type, is by far
the most common. The major reference groups of individuals of this
type are the fanily, the ethnic peer~group, and the locel subcultural
community. Their values revolve éfound academic and nonzcademic

achievement in a way that looks at first !fk@ mainstream Amarican middies

class behavior. Howsver, they differ from the non-ethnic m%ddle~
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class in some jmpurtant weysd theic copcerny with she avalv.tions of
their peerr and conrunity is much more characreristic of rhoe so-called
Hocer gronp cociery’ whick Bark Gans ideniified wiih the wbhon working
class. lhese individusis have esseniiaily boen sorialized 1o the way

of life of the subculiural cowrunity. Thay draw 3 giest sense of
balonging from particivailon in iocal community-~bzsed ¢lube ard churchas,
noighborboad sanse! school cliques anddating cievial., ond 2ctivicies
involving the fandly. HMost hioovtant, For the student of ethnic iduntity,
they rely heavily on erhalc perierns of speech ard Jress, public nchavior .
tajeure vse, and values concerning kin, warle, and cotmunity.

For these Individuals, corsciousness of cihnrc patrrinsg 3 pot
only unnecessary; but often cresies great disconfor:, and 1t studlousiy
evolded. The discomfort arises from the subtle bul persistent pres:zuras
toward Mussimilacioa” whlch the‘lwdlvldua! gels in many of his non-ethalc
contacls. To 1he exient that thess pon~ethnlc contects becone sonintilzing
inféluences, they tend to sat up conflicts of ldentity,

The charscter of this blcultural loentity conflict Itsalf is
scclinctly described by George DaYos and WElligm Casdill in thelr study
of the nisel In Chicago, nearly 20 sears ago. Cultu;al conFlict is
eicaped through the nechanlisin of externalizlng the locus of control.
The indlvidual's perceptfon of his own behavior unconsclousty takes the
form, "now | am caused to do this.'" Fron the srandpolnt of Idantlty
dynamics, this aliows the Individual to malnialn 8 consistent image of
himself while behaving in apparently contradiciory ways. The soclial
snvironment is seen as the seat of moral powar, and the self e wisaely
able to comprehend, accept, and manlpulate thai power, This is a vary
common way of handling conflict In many soc!etlas: including Jepan, and

1z seeers to work quite watil, zs long as Identification with adequate

9
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role models 1s reasonably complete. ie think iv Is sedly mlsieading to
labal this kind of defense ‘'fatallsilc!’ oy “passive,'' becsuse these terms
obscurs the positive fupctions of tha defense. The wetl-defended ego
ordinarily encompasses many conflict-free functions, wheraby crestlviiy
and ‘nitlatlve are possibie. A certsin fnpaiment in these areas,
togetherr with the occasional break~through of a "passive'' self-Imsga,
seems to be the cost of this widespread and generally fusnctional ldentity
type. To sey that thls particular cosu=~the loss of creativity--ls too
high reflects 3 velue blas, and onc which 1s too nften an unconsclous
piilar of our own professional identitles.

The second Identity type~~the ethnic~unsoclalized-~1s simitar to the

first, the main difference being that soclallzation to subcultural
family and communtty norms s luss complete~~bat there sre no ready-made
substitute roference groups or valhc% which coipsl the individuai's
Identification. Here are those young sansei who are unable to escape
from a sence of embarrassment attending their membership in family and
communlity, and are fightIing off a passive self-imags 25 a result of thelr
inabl 1 ity to escerzs  These people are often vory sccurate In pointing
out the contradicticns In the messages they get from whites, saiats,
ond authorlty flgures [n gonersl; humanltarisni~ plus opporiunism,
obedlence plus Indivldualism, and reclsm plus egditerisnism. This |
might be a very healthy process In Individusls who eventually reorganize
thelr identitlies around new values that avold some of thesa contradfctlons.
Obviously, ths fewer contradictions one suppresses, the more energy is
left for other things.

Often, however, the lack of sdequaie substitutes for ethnic norms
producos a painful ldentity confuslon. By means of externatizing the

locus of control, tha Individua) places the burden for his Felit passivity

10
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consclously on parents, on communily. and ¢n the Anglo establishman . in
its varlous manlfaskations. This process helps to explain the astoalshing
paradoxes of the mllitant cultural sepacatism aften adopted by sueh .
Indlviduats. Angios are held universally gullcey of reclsm and gensral
moral failure, and parents and authority figures In the subcultural
community are held gullty of having forfefted theilr real ethnic herltage
In return for Anglo geads. The sansel who Is thus alienated from eihnic -
as weil as non-athnlc sources of belief may consider himself the true
carrier of his subcvltural tradition~=more cchnfc than the ethaically
socialized. This is a frequent solution to the clessical bicultural
Identity confusior described by Antonovsky:

""Tr.a modern, emancipated Jow does not know fully who he is,

end much of vhai he dees know, he cannol accept...Perforce

remaining the stranger, he knows not the why snd wherefore.

He rotalns tha 1abel of Jew, but has no identity scceptlible

to himself...0ne slternative Is to be rid of the label Jew.

Confronted by barriers from without, and the éorturas of the

damned from within, that betrayal would bring, few Anerican

Jaws havo chosen this way. The other alternative is to

become authentic" (1960: 128),

For Instance, many m!l!ta&t sansel disparage theip parents’ tendency
to avold discussion of the Japanese-American relocation. They see this
#s collaborstion, for economic reasons, In a conspiracy of sflexe
initleted by the Anglo establishment. Having been expost to the self-
consclous psychologism of Anglo youth, they do not ses thet their own
demands for intellectual honesty at the expenss of amotlonal sensitivity
In the family are contrary to ethnic norms. The parents sre used to

1 - .
I{Iﬂ:‘avoldlng the discussion of painful emotlions such es those which surround

11
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the relocation experience, except where the inflicting of such feelings
ts deemed edunztional ard necessary. It Is hard for then, hsving gone
through the exparience, 1o understand the pain of iderntlty confusion
which stems from their chlidren’s lack of knowledge sbout it. Te
davelop & coherent picture of their place in Arerican society, many
sansel desperately need knowledge of this kind.

KHany of these sare sapsel criticise the Japansse~Anerican community
In general for lgnoring the strugglies of other minorities towvard self-
determination, on the grounds that the battle ls equally Important for
8!l true athnlcs., Agailn they do not noticé that pan-ethnle consélousness
doss violence to Japanese~fmaricsn norns at two fevels. Flrsg, It
rrquires the acceptasce of norms of other miroritles~~such ss the direct
expression of aggraession, or serial polygyny~~thst Tietly contradist
Japanese-American norns. Second, this position requires sdherence tc
an abstract, universalistic social morality which readers meaningless
the particularistic functions of the subcultural community.

The gains of thls ldentlty style are clear enough. It offers an
escape from the passivity which is 3 consclous element in the unsocialized
Individuat's relationships with authority, and It offers a sense of
soclal relatedness with equaliy allenated pecple o} ona's own and other
minority groups. One of the dengers of this ldentity style is that
this sense of relatedness |s often one~sided (as certuin incldencs
Involving wllitant sansel with Chinese Amaricans or 8lack Amerlcans has
shown). Other more strictly psycholcglcal costs are the foss of
productive enargy spent In trying to reconclle a need for ethnic identity
with & rejection of many ethnic values, and the disruption of community
institutions and behavicer patterns which continue to make sense for the

sthnically socialized. The lorg-term costs for the Indlvidual might be
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much grester if he Is finally forced by soclal necessity to glve up his
clalms to ethnic authenticity. but here vwe can only speculate.

This brings us to the third snd most hypothetlical identity type,
which we will call the open-unsociall.ed. Thls type Is based on two
cases and A lor of rummaging through Identity theory for an Intasrpretivs
handle. Llke the othnic-unsocialized typs, the open-unsoclalized are
marginal to hoth Japanesse-American and Anglo~Americen cormunities.
Unfitke elther of the ethnic ldentity types describad, they se'm to

~

have a pmdbmlnantly Inte - ~" sense of c¢control. They feel that It s
possible-=evan necessary=--to experliment with ballefs and behaviors, as
individuals. 'l_'hls requlres a8 lot of self-asteem to carvy-off, because
one has to tolerate constant doubt about the ultimate wisdom of one's
acts. Searchina for 1he source of this self-2steam, wo are embarrassed
to conclude that these subjects have found porsonal meaning In certaln
viidely human values that put ths interest:y of local cosmunity and of
nationel subculture In thelr places. One embarrassing thing about this

is that we cannot name these values, except with terribly sbused words

“Hke humility, courage, snd compassion. Another embarrassing thing is

that this particular ldentity type is probably not confined to blcultural
individuals, and In fact. our date do not show the rateilon of this style
to blculturalism. The problem of having te reconciis two cenflicting
traditions might be responsible for producing this style as & synthesls,
in the casos In quortion, but 3o might also the problea of handling the
sbundant morsl coniradictions of tife In ganeral, that have nothing to
do with blculturalism.

In fact,the concept of ethnclty appears very gnsltlsfectory In
describing these Individuals. They sre ex hatlcclly thenselves, for
the most part, end one has great difficulty distingulshing what 1s ethnic

41
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and what s non-ethnlc in thelr Lshavior (regardliess, | might sdd, of

the fect that tha indlviduals in gquestion both happen to be political

ack'viscs),

The fact that they do have bicultural backgrounds, howsver,

Jusciflies our atrempt o ldentlfy more clearly the roles ethnlcity,

history, ond Liography have played ln»ghelr devalopment.

The questlon is, how can the concept of sthnic ldeniity as we have

outlinsd It

be operatlonalizad, so thot its addition In research o

historlical and davelopmental perspeciives will advenc: not oniy the

piychologlcat study of marginat men, but also the fie!ld of humn

development as a whole? Ws have begun to chip awRy at this problem st

Lengley Porter.

athnlc Identity.

The authoirs ht a developed a model for thy study of

The model valls for a two-phase research das.gn,

starting wiiich tho inductive deve cpment of @ series of lden(liy struclure

types through the use of survey techkninuzs, and proceeding to the study

of Identity dynamics in & limited nuwber of Intensive Intsiviews.

in the first step, eech subject In a multicultural survay somple

would be asked to =8y whather he beliovas each of & list of stotements

designed to discrininate bsetween ethalc yroups is true of himself, of

most members of his ethnic group, and/or of most ether groups,

The

rasponses can then be classified according to the following diagram:

iTs Trem true off

—
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Sensersual_analysis. Teo levels of 2nalysls are planned. The first
Is 8 Siudy of stercotypical items, that is, the itens which are éfrced
upon by the members of each aroup liwolved as characteristle of thomselves
and the outgroup. it is an empirical! matter, of course; whether thers Is
swh 2greenent. f.agrc@ment exists, four types of izems ¢an be identifled:
(1) descrlptlons'whlch are characterlstlc of boeth "most Anglos" and
the ethnic group; (2) items cherezteristic of the Qroup but not most
Anglos (1.e., distinguishing characteristic of the group); (3) descriptions
characteristic of most Anglos but not the ethnlc aroup {i.e., negatlve
distingulshing charactoristics of tho group, or pesitive characteristlcs
of tha majority culture); (4) doscriptions charectoristic of nefther
the group ner most Asgios l1.e., characteristics of onother group or
descriptions not scen s chsrocteristic of anyone), It Is of some
Interest whather thore is agresment on soma of thuse classifications,
on all >f them or none of them,

Responses wili be cast into fourfo'd tables for each Item:

Ouatgroup Characterlistic
FS -

——nn -

ingroup ... .
Charactorlstics

——

The first quastion Is whethor there Is consensus on the ltems; that s,
are tha cell frequencies distributed at random, or do they tead
signiflicantly to group in certaln celis. Tho enswer to thiy may be
hed Ly testing cell frequencles by means of Chl squarg from a priort
arpoctes cell frequancies of 25 per cent In each cell. [tems that do

not slgalflcantly difier from the a priorl values will be omftted from

furthsr consensuel analysis. 15
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Lell frequarcies may differ froo random distribunlion in four ways,
since the group murginals are fixed by sawplling dasign. The acceptance
of én item may be positively corelated with: group memberéhfp; it may
ba negatively correlated with growp memberships It may be accepted for
noarly all} people, regardiess of membership! or it may be rejected by
ail regerdiess of group. This schemo corresponds, obviously, te the
ciassiflcation described above. The second snalyric step Is 10 select
those ltams which not ealy distirlbute nonrandoaly {determinsd In step })
but &lso are cerrelated with group, cither gusltively or regatively.
The correlation Indax phi/phim x Is appropriate; tha suggested critorion
for retertlon of the ivem for further study 1s phi/phimayx equal to or
greater than .£5. [The index phi/phimex 1s essentlally equivalent to
the phi correlaticn with the excepilon that it corrects for marginai
frequencles 50 thet the Index can thooreilcally bhe expacted to range
botween ~1.00 and 1.00. The 1imits of phi are verfabie and e within
«1.00 and +1.00, depending on how tar the marginal distribution {s from
equality.] |

The Itens remaining are those whose frequenclias do mot distribute
randoaly, but walch are not correlaicd with group. These are the
doscriptions which are eithor mostly trus for averybody or aro mostly
untrue for everybody. These Items would ba discardad frow the analysis.

Al this polnt we could see how mexbars of tha ehnic group In
question stereotypc thelr own grovd and the malority culture. Agaln,

[t 1s not necessary that such stareotypes exlIst; aven if they do not
exist we would have adequately sompled descriptive items which would
enabla us to conduct Indlvidual analyses,
o Individugl anelysest Comparlson with group conseasus. Scrutlny
EMCof individual protocols would take two forns. Ona is the comparison of

o 16
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the Indlvideal's rasponsas with the agreed upon (Consensval) stereotype.
That Is, wa want to krow to what degroe Lhe Individual sess hlnself as
simllar to what tha group seas as tha ryplcal group member; or, In eother
words, how the Individualls calf-image fits inte the group's image of

the typleal qgroup mamhe;p IFor soma {tens for which there ls consensus,
ramely those In cells €, DI-EF ard I' of Table 1, tha individval can choosae,
50 To speak, to ali¢n his ldentity éitheb with the majority charscteristic
or with the ethnlec group characteristlc {for ths remalning cells of the
table there 1s no stch solce). Individusl responsas couvid thus be tallled
a3t corresponding £o thas majoflty descripilon or the ethnlc group
description, and thwe relative Identificatlion mezsured by counting the
rumour of [cems anreeing with the creup consensus. A simple way of
sumsdrizing this relotionshlp te to glve the individual a score of zaro
avery time ha #9rees {In eliher & posltive or negative direstion) with
the majority stereotyps ond a scorc of | for avery tiae he agress with
the ethnic grovp stereotypa. The sum will then indlcate the relativae
strength of ethalc ldentlity; high scores indlcating strong ethnic b

identiflcatlion, £nd low scores indlcating strong majority fdantificettion,

Personal! ethnlic ldentity. The precoeding analysas hsve depended
on consensus of stercotyplcal descripgion, bot thess 1s enother and
passlbly even more Interasting wey of exmaining individual responses to
the descriptive liten3s, and that s to see how the Individual falls with
respact to his own porcoptfon of eihnic 2nd majority characteristics,
cntirely indepsndent of the Gpinlons of other group mombers. itn rhis

ceso, we would wani to sce how the individual pleces hls rauponsas in

vl
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" all the cells of the table excluding celis A and 1.5 The renalning

calls call foy detalled scrutiny, hoth with vegaerd to the content of
the ltem and to the extent #is responses clusser within the cells,

Such Iinformetion should provide highly spectifle i~ - wation abeur the
Tocus of ¢he individual’s identity, end several hypotheses sbout how

the cesponses should cluster can be Jdeveloped.

For exarple, an Individuatl vhose tdentity Vies iargeiy within the
eiknic group shovld plece the ifarge nubeyr of resporses in call § and
cot? D, but low respenses tn the remalnling cetls. An tndividual vho
identifles largeiy with the majJority culture should have G ralstively
large number of Items In cell C and cell F, but low rasponses In the
reanining cells. An individun) who sees himself as highly individualistic
wiuld place most of iils responses In cells B wrd €, and probobly 2
moderate number In colls D and F.

Cells B end F, labaled pursonal hiatus and ethnle hlatus, respsctively,
aie of gspeclial Interest. Thase cells represent deScrlption:-’ vwhich tho
respondent attrlbutes to almost all other Indlviduats (cett B) or to
mombers of his othnic group. One wondars why the rospénden: should
raject these charecteristics.

it Is this analysls that would eneble the researchar o code
individual subjects sccording to predominant cell distributton pstterns,
thus ylelding a set of ldentlity types based on largely phenomenological
data. Tho resulting tyrology <ould ihan be used In corretational studles.
At Langley Porter, we ors particulerly Interested in tho relatlonship

batwean ethnic ldontity types und Independent reosures of self-esteem,

o e

¥These cells, A end H, In no wiry help to distinguish the respondent from

.any other Individual for the purposes of studying the structure of ethnlc
identity. They will be resurrected when we turn to the dynanmics of -
individual identity,

rway
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sdaptat lon, and acculburation, as well as the staudard demogrophlc
varilables suvch 85 age, sex, socloezononie sinius, educztion, occupstion,
generation and family structure.

Identity dynamics: The intensive study. Alvhough survey methods

would provide Inportant structural data on ethnlc ldeatity, mora dynamle
formslations will require more Intensive work with smalier samples of
subjects who can be studled In more depth. The Intensive subsample
ceses wouid be asked to provtd; dota bearing o 2 wide range of content
sreas relating co ldentlty. The :oris of data gatheced tn the second
phase of ithe research might include perceptions of tha relative
Importance of varlous conteni clusters; perceptions of =.ange in ethnis
Identity; both within the history of the ethnle group and In thas life
history of the Individual; and ldentity transfecsatlon rouvtes--i.e.,
processes by which one comes to feel as he does about his ethnlc !dentity
(1nfluences of such factors as dlscrimination, poverty, residentiul
patterns, otc.).

The dynesics of the Identity system could ha approached through the
concept of "identity work': (Wallace, 1967). This convept refers to
the efforis of the Individual to maivcaln as fovorable an image of him=
salf as possible, taking Into account his perceptions of others! fectings
about him, end his need for a sense of Internal coherence and contlnuicy.
One derivas from one's soctlal contacis a notlon of who one 15 like or
not 1iks, and who one ought to be 11ka or not like. Intensive interviewing
would reves! what reference groups arv most ralevane (o the ldentlty
work for each Individual at each devclopmental stage, end, es far as
possible, how ks contects with those groups has affected his ldentity.
One must axplore the Important changes thot have occurred In his rolation~
ships with such groups, end his perceptions of the identity changes that
were Involved, 19
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The mode! of ldentity which we have presented Is based on the
assunpt fon that ethniclty is In fazt a crﬁclal fector In the ijevelopment
of persongllity In a multicuitural milleu. By focusing on ethnicity,
however, we don't went to sell skort the historiea? perspective.

Growing up in the age of overkill may present new developmental problems
which the parental geperatlon ls} not prepared to understand. Young
“unsoclallzed' Angles, Japanese, Chlcanos, and Blacks may be more similar
to one another than to their own parents in man9 ways:. Host Axarlcans
of the generstion to which the nlsei bolong found thelr ldentities In
quiet struggles over many years. They had a sense of futurity which

lent slignificance to small gains and carried them through setbacks.
Today's monsterous &bsurdities of ococldo and nuclear blackmalil, however,
deprive the sansel and thelr peers {as they deprive us all) of that
sense of future, and press for tho fmmediata selzure of saif-respact
wherever It cen de found. Little wonder that the Black radical=-with
his consclousness distilled through generations of futurelessnesse=1s

s genlus of hls generation.

20
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