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INTRODUCTION

U.S, Office of Education programs in foreign language,
area studies, and world affairs are an important part
of the national effort to meet the critical needs of
American education, CGovernment, and business for
experts in these fiolds and to promote throughout the
United States better knowledge of other countries and
cultures,

The National Defense Foreign Language Fellowship (NDFL)
program, authorized by the National Defense Education
Act, Title VI, provides opportunities for training in
foreign languages and area studies in selected programs
of U.S, institutions of higher education.

In 1959, the first year of the program, 171 graduate
fellowships were awarded for the study of six non-
Western languages in which the national need for
specialists was considered most criticat, During the
last 5 years, approximately 1,800 graduate fellowships
have been awarded annually for the study of over 90
modern foreign languages and related area subjects and
fields, The total number of graduate fellowships
awarded to date is approximately 14,500,

In recent years fellowship opportunities have been
made available for selected undergraduates and faculty
members as well as graduate students, The faculty
development program was initiated in 1962 to help
accelerate the development of international studies on
campuses previously lacking such programs, To date,

a total of 215 faculty members have received fellow-
ships under the auspices of the NDFL progranm.
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In 1963, to provide students in forecign language and
area studies with increased opportunities to cempletr
basic language study before beginning ygraduate work,

the program began to include awards to undergraduates
for training in intensive summer language programs,
Since that time, 2,694 college students have received
NDFL undergraduate fellowships to study 35 selected
foreign languages in inteasive summer language programs.
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F13CAL CONSTRAINTS for 1971-72

In view of present budget constraints and program
priorities, in 1971-72 the NDFL program will be
Jimited to approximately 750 graduate fellowships
for study during the academic year,



ADMINISTRATION

The Institute of International Studies (IIS) in the

Office of Education is responsible for the general

administration of the NDFL program. Each year 1IS

invites graduate institutions offering foreign

language and area study programs to apply for

fellowship allotments, With the assistance of a

panel of specialists from the academic community,

the Institute then allocates fellowships on a

competitive basis to highly regarded institutic:al

programs which lead to advanced degrees and which

combine language and area study relating to a

specific region of the world, Institutions receiving
; quotas of awards are responsible for publicizing their
; respective programs, nominating candidates for awards,
i and administering grant funds allocated to them,!
! The Division of Foreign Studies of the Institute of
International Studies makes a technical review of the
individual nominations and approves those which meet
eligibility criteria.

1 A rarual of procedures is available for irstilutions adninistering
NOFL fellowship grograms, Copies ray be ottaired Trom the Division
of Foreign Studies, Iretitute of Interrational Studies, U.S. Office
of Education, Washington, [, C, 20202,
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GRADUATE FELLOWSHIFS

Graduate fellowships will be awarded for modern
foreign language and area study during the 1971-

72 academic year in selected programs of U.S. uni-
vorsities. 2 Since the NDFL program is designed to
train specialists in the less widely studied foreign
languages and world areas which are important to the
national interest, no awards arc available under this
program for French, German, Italian, or Iberian
Spanish, Awards involving Spanish are available only
for Latin American studics.

Fligibility Requirements

To be eligibie for an NDFL graduate fellowship, a
candidate rust:

1. B8e a citizen of the United States or have
such immigration status and personal plans
as to indicate that he or she is in the
United States for other than a temporary
purpose and will make a continuing contri-
bution to the manpower resources of this
country.

2, Subscribe to the loyalty provisions of the
National Defense Education Act,

O
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3. Be preparing for employm2nt as:

a, A teacher at an institution of higher
education in the United States of
certain critical languages or of subjects
in which proficiency in the language(s)
is necessary or highly desirable,

{Note: A student preparing to teach jn elementary
or secondary schools or to teach English as a secund
or foreign language is not eligible under this program,j

OR

. An employee in a govermmental or
private (nonprofit and nonsectarian)
professional or technical activity
which coutributes significantly to the
conduct of U.S. cultural, econonmic,
educational, political, or scientific
relations with other peoples, and for
which proficiency in the progran-
supported langu:ge is desirable,

4, MHave earned a baccalaurcate or comparable
degree before the fellowship begins,

S. Be accepted for advanced trainingl in a
foreign language and related studies by a
graduate school program with a quota of
NDFL fellowships,

J For tle purposes of this progran "advarced traiiing® is defired as
study while the sicdent I8 errolled sl the yraduate level.
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6. Present a study plan which indicates that:

a, The student intends to pursue suitable
training in an approved foreign language,
ordinarily through established courses.

(Note: A doctoral candidate working on a dissertation
or a student who has already mastered the language may,
in place of formal language study, satisfy this pro-
vision through use of the language in research or
course work,)

| b, The study program will be interdisciplinary
or multidisciplinary including such fields
as anthropology, economics, geography,
history, linguistics, literature, philo-
sophy, nolitical science, sociology, or
other professional studies.,

7. Agree to pursue full-timo study in accordance
with his university's requirements during the
entire award period. A student may, however,
accept limited paid employment in teaching or
research related to his field of study, pro-
vided that such employment is approved by his
university and that it:

a, Is located either at the student’'s
university or at an accredited insti-
tution of higher education within
commuting distance of his university,

b, Requires no more than one-quarter of the
student's time,

c. Does not prolong the time normally
required to comnlete the progran of study,

i -7
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8, Recrive no more than a cumulative total of
48 months of fellowship support (including
the time period of the NDFL grant applied
for) under the various programs of the
Institute of International Studies., Such
support may be entirely under the NDFL

programs or may include up to 1 year of study

abroad under a section 102(b)(6) Fulbright-
Hays award.

Preferred Qualifications

An eligible applicant will be given prcference in
consideration for an award if he:

1. Is working toward an advanced degrce.

2, llas already studied the language for which
he seeks a fellowship.

(lote: A student having considerable knowledge of

a related foreign language or of linguistics may be
awarded a fellowship to begin the study of certain
less well-known languages not commonly taught in the
United States.)

If the language is either Russian or
Latin American Spanish, the following
specific qualifications are desirable:

a. An applicant for a fellowship in
Russian should normally have had
at Teast 2 years of college instruc-
tion, or achieved the equivalent
proficiency, in that language.

11
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b, An applicant for a feilowship in Latin
American Spanish should have a major in
Latin American linguistics or in area
studies related to Spanish-speaking
Latin American countries and should have
had at least 2 years of college instruc-
tion, or achieved the equivalent pro-
ficiency, in that language.

Is not a native speaker of the language for
which he seeks an award.

Additional Requirements for Federal Employees

To be considered for a fellowship under this program,
a Federal Government employee who does not plan to
resign his position must meet the follo~ing special
requirements:

1.

2,

Be on annual leave or leave without pay
during the fellowshin period,

(During the fellowship period he may not
receive any other Federal educational
benefit or Federal compensation for services
except annual leave pay or assistance under
chapter 34 or 35 of Title 38 [Veterans'
Benefits] of the United States Code.)

Obtain a letter from the head or other
authorized representative of his agency
certifying that the desired language is not
available through his agency and submit the
letter to an institution with an NDFL fellow-
ship quota in the language he desires to
study, The institution caa then consider
his application on the same basis as any
other application under this program.



Financial Provisions

Graduate fellowship awiurds include the following:

1. Tuition: Cost of tuition and all required
ees,

2, Basic Stipend: Stipend rates vary according
to the level of graduate study as follows:
a. $2,000 (first post-baccalaureate year)
b. $2,200 (years between the first and

terminal year)
c. $2,400 (terminal year)

3. Dependents’ Allowance: For each dependent
an allowance of 3500 for each academic year,

(¥ote: No travel allowance for a fellow or his
dependents may be included in a 1971-72 NDFL grant,)

During the award period, a fellow may receive a loan
(including a National Defense Student Loan), an
additional non-Federal Government fellowship, or
additional financial aid from his institutioun, a
foundation, or any other non-Federal source, e

nay not, howeve.:, receive any other Federal educa-
tional benefits except assistance under ciaapter 34
or 35 of Title 38 (Veterans' Benefits) of the United
States Code.

«10-



Conditions for Study Outside the United States

If approved in advance by the Institute of Inter-
naticnal Studies, NDFL graduate fellowships may be
utilized outside the United States under either of
the following conditions:

1. The student has completed all course work
for the Ph.D. and, in order to complete
dissertation research, must have access to
materials not avaijlable in the United States,
An outline of the proposed dissertation and
tentative itinerary should be included with
the application for an award,4

2, The student would pursue intensive foreign
language study at the advanced level at an
American institution's established overseas
program which has been approved by the
Institute of International Studies, 1In 1971-
72, approved programs for overseas study are
the interuniversity programs in Japanese in
Tokyo and in Chinese in Taipei,

(Note: NDFL grants used abroad contain essentially
the same provisions as those in the United States,
They do not include allowances for international
transportation or local travel in the overseas

area nor do they provide for tuition exceeding that
for regular full-time enrollment on the home campus,)

If & student is given approval to Wtilize his emard stroed and his
research or study will be conducted in o country where U.5,~cwned
excess foreign currency is available for educational purposes, all
in-country allewances will be paid in local currencies only. In 1971~
72, countries where this ruling applies are: Guinea, Indiae, Morocco,
Patistan, Foland, Tunisia, the United Acab Republic, and Yugoslavia.

-11.
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Application Procedures

A student must apply directly to a graduate institu-
tion which has a quota of NDFL fellowships -- not

to the Office of Education. He should contact the
institution for information concerning application
forms, deadlines, and related matters, If the
student would like to have more than one institution
consider his application for a fellowship, he should
apply separately to each institution.

Renewal of a fellowship depends on evidence of the
contirued high quality of the fellow's work, the

merit of his proposal for further study, and the

i availability of funds. In applying for a rencwal,

a fellow must follow the procedures for new applica-
tions, The decision on renewals, as on initial grants,
is the responsibility of the institution and not the
Office of Education,

el2e
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