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The Stress of Russian Surnames

By Morton Benson
University of Pennsylvania

EDO 40259

To the non-native speaker of Russian, the stress of Russian sur-
names often seems hopelessly complex.! One investigator cites,
for example, an unnamed American student of Russian who laments:
“If there are three syllables in a Soviet surname, my first two
cholces will ba wrong ones. "? Even native speakers at times va-
) ci'late In the pronunciation of some surnames. An informant may
'; hesitate toplace a stress ifhe has never heard the surname In ques=
tlon pronounced and may, consequently, allow two (or three) variant
stiesses.,

Othervariant stresses are attributable to the personal preference
of the bearer of a name. He may prefer or insist on a stress which
differs from the most frequently used accentuation. Such indlvidual
pronunciations are not uncommon In Russian. Here are several ex-
amples taken from Sovietreference works, which seem to make every
efforttorecordcorrectiy the stress used by the bearer of each name: ?
P. V. Abrosimév, architect* {cf. the normal stress Abrdsimov); A.
T. Bélotov, author® (ct. the normal Bolétov); K. M. Bykév, physi-
ologist® (cf. the normal Bykev); N. G. Egordv, physicist? (cf, the
normal Egérov); N. D. KaZkin, music critic® {cf. the normal X43kin);
V. . Mosoldv, agricultural technician® (cf. the norraal Mosélov);
N. 1. Novikdv, author® {cf. the normal Névikov); V. M. Obuxdv,
statistician and V. 8. Obuxov, aichitect!! (cf the ncrmal Obdxov);
§.1. OZegov, lexicographer!? (ch, the nommal O%égov); F.N. Svedév,
physicist!? (cf. the normal Svédov) ;34 A. A. Uxtomskif, physiolo-
gist!® (cf. the ncrmal Uxtéinskly).

Another type of individual pronunciation arises when a surname
exlsts In two generally recognized stress variants. Fach bearer of ‘
the name clioosesone of the variants. The most widespicad surnama
which produces such individiatl pronunclatlons iz, of ~surse, [vanov.
Of thirty ~silx {vanwvs listed In the Large Sovict Encyclopedia,
twenty-sevenare given as ivanév and eight as Ivdnov. For one, no
strezz ks fndicated. (e is listed in the Small Soviet Encyclopedia
as Ivdnov.) Other such variants noted In the f.arge Sovicl Fncy-
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Stress of Russian Surnames 43

clopedia and the Small Soviel Imcyclopedm are the following: N.
N. AnfCkov, pathologist—D. S, Amckov, philosopher; §. A. Zemdv,
zoologist— D, V. Z&rnov, scientist and D, N. Zé&wnov, anatomist;
V. N. Ténkov, sclentist--I. M. Tonkdv, artist. In other instarces,
only one variant {the pronunciation of a wiell-known person’s name)
{srecorded in the reference works; the second variant, however, {s
also widespread. Examples follow: N, I. Grdscenkov, reurologist
{cf. the variant Grascenkdv); P. F. Z{garev, military expert {(cf.
Zigarév); G. V. Zimeldv, scientist (cf. Zimelev); X. M. loparév,
paleographer {cf. Léparev): N. P. Cgardv, poet {cf. Ogarev); K.
M. Tdxtarev, historfan (cf. the more frequently used Taxtarév).

; Soviet reference works occasionally disagree with each other on
: the stress of one and the same person’s surname. The {following
variant stresses, taken from the Large Soviel Encyclopedia and
Bylinski}'s St»ess Diclionary, apparently refer to the same person,
The Encyclopcdr‘a stress is given first, then Bylinskij's: Dikév—
Dikov, Ju. I, Stakhanovite lathe-operator; Gmyrev—Gmyrév, A. M.,
poet; Doxturév—Déxturov, D.S., general; Puzandv ’Puzanov, A.M.,
political figure; Razénkov —Razenkdy, 1.P., physiologist; Cebysév—
Cebyéev, P. L., mathematician. Another example of disagrecment
is offered by the name of the poet X. Bal'‘mont. Bylinskij gives the
stress BS1'mont; the Small Saviet Encyclopedia gives Bal'mdnt,

In the above, we have noted that the stress of surnames In Rus-
slanfischaracterized by the existence of many varlants. In the fol-
lowing, anattemptwill b2 made to show that the stress In sumames
Is not so chaotic as it may scem from what has been stated above.
| The stress of most surnames does fit into a system. To be sure,
i numerous exceptions and individual stresses will remain; theie are

farmore of these in surnames than in the general Russian vocabulary
as described in the standard dictionaries.

The approximately 24, 000 sumames sclected for the Dictionary
of Russian Personal Names'! weore presented in mimeographed form
to native iInformants. The Informants then placed the stresses ot
variant stresses on the names. On the basis of this materlal, two
gencral factors can be singled out as significant for the accentua-
tion of surnames: 1. the stress of the source word {usually a noun,
occasionally an adjective) from which the sumame {s derived; 2.
the fornmn of the last syllable or two syllables as represented in the
traditional orthography, especially when the svrname is not related
by the Informant to a source noun,

In theory, the f{irst factor alone should be sufficicnt to explain
surname stress: presumably every Russian surnamereflects a cource
word, native or foreign (often a name or nickname). Since, how=
ever, the derivation of many surnames has been obscured by time
and space,'? the second factor has shown itself to be most helpful
in describing the stress In a large number of names. We turn now
to an examination of these factors.
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1. The relationship between the stress In a surname and the stress

in

a word!® from which the name Is derived may be summarized as

follows.
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A, [fthe stress of a masculine or feminine decleasion scurce
noun {this noun cani be a given name) remains constant on the
stem throughout its decleacion, the stress in the derlved sumame
fs on the corresponding syllable. Examples: yéronov—-vdron
‘raven'; Vordnin—vordua ‘crow'; MdSlotov--mdlot *hammer®;
Svédov—3sred 'Swede*; Birsov~bais ‘leopard’; Borfsov—Bor{s
(given name); Fédin—Fédfa (diminutive of Fédor); Bujdnov~
buj4n ‘rufflan’; Kapitdnov—kaepitdn *captain.’

There are several exceptions in this group. Examples: (the
varlant) Ivandv—lvdn {name); Lavrév—Ilavr 'laurel’; Perlév—
perl *pearl®; Sokolév—sdkol ‘falcon.' The stress of Lavrév may
be the result of an obsolete end stress on the case endings. #°
The stress of Ivandv and Sokoldv also reflect a dlalectal or ob=
solete end stress on the case endings.?

B, Surames derived from masculine~declension polysyllabic
ncuns which In their declension have a constant stress on the
case endings are usually stressed on the -sv (or -¢) suffix,
Examples: Gondarév—goiédr ‘potter’; Gor§kdv—gorsdk ‘pot’;
Furavlev—Furdvl’ ‘crane’; Xlselév--kisél' ‘jelly’; Lopuxdv--
lopfix 'burdock'; Orlév—orél ‘eagle’; Sudakdv—sudiak *pike
perchs Kullkév—kulfh *snipe’; Tolmadév—folmdd 'interpreter’;
Murav'8v—muravé; 'ant.’

C. Surnamesderived from monosyllabic masculine nouns with
constant stress on the case cndings present a complex picture,
Some are stem-stressed; some have the stress on the -ou; a few
allow variant stresses.?? Examples of stem-stressed summames:
Bykov—byk 'bull’; Gréxov—grex 'sin'; Gribov-g¥ib 'mush-
room'; Gré&ev—gros ‘farthing'; D'Jdkov—d’jak *clerk’; Zdkov~
Zuk ‘beetle’; Kétov—ko! ‘tomcat’; Slénov—slon ‘elephant®;
Umov—am ‘intelligence’; Jdzev—jqaz! 'lde’ (fish}. Examples of
end stress: Blinév—blin ‘pancake'; Drozdév—drozd ‘thrush’;
Eridv — &5 'ruff® (fish); Petrdy — Pétr (name): Popdv—pop
‘priest’; Stolbév—stoid ‘pillar’; Titév—Tit {name); Xrul&&v—
xrusc ‘cock-chafer’; C1Edv—&iZ 'si~kin.' Examples of variant
stresses: Kistdv—kust 'bush’; LEEEv—lesc 'bream’; Péstdv—
pest *pestle'; X3Im&v~—xolm 'hill’; §&1tév~-scit ‘shield.’

In several instances, the stress on the stem of the suiname
can be attributed to an obsolete stem stress in the declension of
the source noun, Kiparsky has shown, aamely, that such nouns
as grib, Ink, kot, d'jak, jaz', etc., at an carller stage of the
language possibly had stem stress in their declenston, ?

3
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D. When the surname is derived from a masculine noun with
mobile stress (usually stem stress in the singular and end stress
in the plural, either onall endings, orbeginning with the genitive),
the stress is normally on the stem in the name: Grébov—grob
‘coffin’; Lémov—Iom'crowbar'; Gélosov—gdlos 'voice'; Zélo-
bov—3élob ‘'gutter'; Kdérobov—-kdrod ‘box'; Pfsarev—pfsar’
'clerk'; Sébolev—sdbol! 'sable'; Vélkov—volk ‘wolf'; Gdlubev—
Lolud' ‘dove’; Gﬁsev-—-gus’ ‘goose’; Kdmenev-—rdmen' ‘stone’;
Lébedev—Iébed' 'swan.

There are severalexceptions tothls group. Examples: Panév—
pan("olish) ‘land-owner'; Certdv~—cért *devil’; Selkév—35elk

‘silk, '

E. If the name is derived from a neuter noun, the stress of
thznamels usually the same as in the singular of the noun. Ex-
amples: Ozerov—oze;o ‘lake’; Mérev—mdre ‘sca’; BolStov—
boldto *swamp®; Xol'cév—rkol'cd ‘ring’; Krylév—hryld ‘wing®;
Perdv—perd ‘feather’; Steklév—stekld ‘glass.’

There are many exceptions In this group. For example, in
surnanes formed from tr'syllablc nouns, end-stressed {n the
slngular, the stress often moves to the flrst syllable: Délotov--
dolotd ‘chisel'; Mdlokev—niolokd ‘milk’; Kélesov—-ko’esd
‘wheel'; RéSetov—redetd 'steve.’ The following variant stresses
{with a ghlft to the stem) are also exceptions: Vinov—vind
‘wine'; Oknov—oknd ‘window'; Jddrov— jadrd ‘kernel.’

F. The accentuation of surnames derived from nouns ending
in stressed -a may be summarized as follows. A majority of the
names are stem-stressed, although a considerable number do
have the stress on the -#it, This concluslon Is not In agreement
with most of the already published pertinent lterature, which
Indicates that 3 sumame derived from a noun in -4 usually has
the stress on the -in,*

Examples will now be glven of surnames derived from nouns
in -d, Theexamples aredivided into groups bascd on the various
declenstonal stress pattems of the nouns as glven in the Academy
Grammar, :

1. The source nouns {n this group always have the stress on
the ending, in both singular and plural, Surnames derived
from nouns of this group are likely to be end-stressed 1f a
consonant cluster precedes the -in:  Botvin—bolvd ‘plant

leaves'; lapitn—lapsd 'noodle soup'; Kodergin—kocergd

*poker. ' End slress seems especlally certain if the second
consonant of the cluster is n; Xnjaznfn—kuasind 'princeec’;

Kva&nfn—Arasujd ‘kneading trough'; Golovnin=—golovu;d

‘brand. *
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Ixamples of stem-stressed surnames follow: Blztn—buzd
‘homemade ale'; Z&rin—Zard ‘heat'; Zddin—zudé ‘annoylng
person’; Kljdkin—+kljukd ‘walking-stick’; Kérin—kord ‘crust’;
P4r3in— parsd ‘mange’; PdSIn—pasa 'pasha'; Cdkin—cekd
‘cotter pin'; Vetdfnin~-vetcing ‘ham.'?

Several sumames have altemate stresses: Kdmkin—Zhanthd
‘coiored sllken fabric’; Uistvin—iistvd ‘follage.’

2. The nouns in this grour are end-stressed in the singular
and stem-stressed in the plural. The surnames formed from
such nouns are usually stem-stressed: Bédin— bedd 'misfor~
tune’; Kdzin~kozd ‘goat'; Lisin—Ilisd ‘fox'; RUdin—rudd
‘ore.’ The end stress in Vesnin from vesud 'spring® fits the
pattem of KnfaZnin. From oved ‘sheep’ Isdarived 6vc3?n, with
alternate stresses.

3. Tothisgroupbelongnrins whichare end-stressed through=-
out the singularand end-stressed throughout the plural except
for the nominative-~accusative. FExamples of stem~stressed
surnames formed from suchnouns: Gabin—gubd ‘lip'; Svédin—
svecd ‘candle.’ Examples of end stress: Xopnin—kopnd
*shock’ {of hay); Borozdfn—bosrozdd "furrow.® Examples of
alternate stress are Krdxin, from kroxd ‘crumb, * and Bléxin
from bloxg ‘flea.’ ‘

4. Inthisgroupare nouns which are end-stressed In the sin~
gular ard plural except the nominative-accusative of both
numbers, Examples of stem-stressed surnames: Gérin—gord
‘mountain’; DESin—dusd 'soul’; Cénin—cend ‘price’; Bor-
Snin~—borond ‘harrow.' Examples of ¢nd stress: Borodfn—
borodd ‘beard; Golovin=-golord head’; Nogin—rogd ‘toot, ' %

5. In surnames derived from adjeci:ves which have a stem-~
stressed feminine short form, the stress is usually on the stem:
Gorbltov—gorbdtyj ‘hunchbacked®; Lfubéznov=ljnbézny} ‘ami~
abie®; PodZ8rov—podzidyy} ‘wiry'i Ugrjdmov—ugrjimy} ' sullen.*
Wl.cn the source adjective has an end-stressed feminine short
form, the derived surnime isusually striessedon the ~ov: Belév—
b€ty ‘white'; Krugllv~—kyriiglyj ‘round'; Ry38v—ryZij ‘red=
hatred’; Svetlév—sudllyi 'light'; Serdv—sdryf "grey'; Smimdv—
smtrny) ‘qulet’s Xitrdv~xftryj *cunning, *

There are, to bz sure, Important exceptions In this group.
Here are several excmples: Glixov—gluxdy ‘deaf’; Slfbov—
stdby) ‘weak'; Sirkov—sirdki) ‘wide.'? Alternate stresses
also exist: KiStkév~~&rdtiif *docile.”’

H., fasumramehasthe same form as an adlective, (it usually
has the same stress: Bédny)—bdduyf ‘poor’; GSt'kif~gdr'ki}
‘bitter'; DIklj—ifkij *wild.* Stross shifts are rare: Tolstéj—

tdlstyj "thick, *
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{Surnames {n -ago and -yx forined from adjectives will be
discussed below in II.)

I. Ifthe surname consists of two roots {usually adjective in
-0 plus noun suffixed with -ov), the stress {s usually ca the
second root: Belordkov, Blagonrdvov, Zeltonésov, Cemoglézov.

J. Thestiessof names 2rived from verbal forms (Guljdev,
Kljdev, Cdev, etc.) Is most easily described in the discussion
of ending stress patterns which will follow. See, namely, -ev
after vowels (under A.1).

; II. We now tumn our attention to the relatlonship between tho
stress In surnames ard thelr ‘endings’; this term s used here to
; denote the last syllalle r two syllables, as written in the tradi-
i tional orthography.

! An analysls of the materlal gathered lor the Dictionary has
: shown thatmany such endings usually correspond to certaln sur=
name accentual patterns. For example, note the stress in the
following names: Adsitdrov, Azdrov, Uvdrov, Xabdrov, Gumérov,
Xazbérov, Abubakfrov, Lapfrov, Suvdérov, Modérov, Babirov,
} Gafdrov, Xetagirev, Basyrov, Nasyrov, Izjdrov, Xajirov, Gilj4-
rov, Abeljdrov, etc. Onthebasis of such examples we can state
that surnames ending In -rov preceded by a vowel usually have
penult stress In Russtan. ([ The forelgn orlain of sevcral of the
examples does not affect this pattem.) It must be added, how=
ever, thatthe stress of a source noun often prevatls over an end~
ing stress pattem. The ending stress paltern does not operate,
consequently, Inthefollowing sumames: Gon&ailv from gonéfr,
goncard, ‘potter’; Sf{dorov from Stdcr (a name); Didorov from
difdora ‘rubblish’ (dlalectal).

In certain {nstances, on the other hand, the ending stress
pattern may prevajl over the stress of the source noun, or, at
least, create a varlant stress. The conflict between the stress
of the source word and the ending stress pattern s 1llustrated
by the surname latydev, existing In two variants. The source
noun §s laly’s, latysd ‘latvian' which results in LatyZév. The
i form Lityiev represents analogy with the stress of surnames in
-y§ev, whichare stressedon the antepenult: BéntyEev, Gl4dy-
Zev, DrébyZev, Kardnyfev, KéryZev, Olydev, Pdstydev, Célylev,
J4nyZev, (S2e¢ C.1 below.)

The varlants Puzandv and Puzdnov show the same conflict.
Puzandv is from puwedn, puzand ‘fatperson.’ Thevarlant Puzdnov
fits the pattern "penult stress when a sumame ends in -anes)”
{ More precisely, penult stress prevails when a surname ends
fn -nov after a vowel except f, Sce A.2 below.) This pattemn
fs illustrated by such examples as Avinov, Belfnov, Galdnov,
Eftfnov, Kasdnov, levdnov, Murfnov, Selivdnov, Tarxdnov,
Usmdnav, Uxdnov, Ceropinov, Saxdnov, Sibdnov, ete,
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The varfants P8&nikév can be explained in a similar manner
The ultimate stress is attributable to the source noun pedufk,
pecnika *stove=maker. ' The antepenult variant fits the pattem
‘antepenult stress If a surname { especially of three syllables)
endsin -~ikov’: Klikov, B&bitov, BEl'Elkov, Gdlikov, Kériikov,
Kdnikov, Péndikov, Rébikov, Sdvikov, Svéinikov, Xrinnikov,
Cébrikov, Cfrikov, Cidikov, 3&lkov, ctc. {Sce C.l below.)
This stress pattern alsoexplains the stress of the surname M-
kov from melr’k, melikd 'Caucasian prince, ' and the prevalent
stress Stdrikov from starik, starikd *old man.’®

A survey of the most {mportant surname endings now follows.
This survey includes endings of foreign origin such as the fol~
lowing: ~dze (-adze, -idze), -Svili, -eli {Georglan); -jan,
-fanc (Armenian); -ef, -aj (Central Aslan, Tartar); -stejn,
~gejm, -zon, -stam (Jewish cr German).® For each pattern
two exainples are provided. If an ending occurs normally with
a particular stress only In spccific environments, this will ba
indicated.

A. In sumames wlith the folinwing endings, penult stress
prevails,

l. Inthisgroupareendings whichbegin with 3 vowel, -ago:
Beldgo, Zivdgo; ~adiev: Nl4dZev, SarfdZev; -ajln:Svidrigs]lo,
Jag&jlo;~axov; Buldxov, Semdxov; -usev (-fafer): DaddZev,
KeréZev {many exceptlons): -ev (after a vowel): Busifev,
Taréev; ~cvid: Gulévi&, Mackévi&; -ekov: Balbékov, Sadé-~
kov; -elf: Cagaréll, BrdéU, -cuko: Glivénko, Petrénko
{ many exceptions; cf. -Cenko and -$éenkoin C.2); -exov
{when the vowel {n the preceding syllable (s not ¢): Vojtéxov,
Saléxev; -iev: Akfev, Mankfev { many cxéeptions); -i§éew:
Ivant3dey, Radif&ev; -ovid: Adamdvid, Karpdvi&; -okou:
Zarbkov, Sumarbkov; -onkor: Abolénkov, UZénkov.

2. In this group are endings that begin with a consonant,
The examples will show that most of these endings occur after
a vowel. ¥ -bin: Gundébin, Kaldbin; -bor; (cf. ~obov In
C.1) Garfbov, Xarébov; -8'ev: Aljdb'ev, Tuldblev: -vin:
Maljdvin, Rogdvin; -gin: Vilégin, Kuldgln; -gov: Odégov,
Smardgovi -dze:Tabldze, Xarddze; -din: Akdndin, Cumsdin;
~dov: Zax{dov, Siabdndov; -d'ev: Neféd'ev, Uvdd'ev; -Zin:
Mol&2in, RJ4%in; -2!m; Rag8zin, Yardzln: -zov: Abyzov,
Lobdzov; -kin: Epéiki, Lom&kin; -ko {only in words of three
or more syllables, after vowels and j): Plevdke, Siléjko;
~ttn; Erdklin, Samylin; -lov {only after vowels): Brusflov,
Rasdlov; -l'ev: Tanffl'ev, Utyltev; -min: Galjdmin, Kulb-
min; -mouv; Paxdmov, Ragfmov; ~-aln (only after vowels):
Esénin, Satinin; -rov {after vowels, except {): Dodénov,

14
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Cri¥nov; -n'ev: Addn'ev, Tién'evi -pin: Karépin, Saljfpin;
~pov: Dulépov, JagGpov; -rin: Kajdrin, Gpdring -vov {only
after vowels): Basyrov, Xabfrov; -#'ev: Alfér'ev, Bazdr'ev;
-sin: Dobrdsin, Xvésin; -shij (-ckij): Wagdrsklj, Sperdn-
skif; ¥ -sov:  Vcndenfsov, Kokésov; -s'ew: Evdds'ey,
Mards'ev; -tev: Al'métev, Scenjftev; -~tin: Maxdtin, Raspd=
un; ~fov: Vaxftov, Sperdntov; -t'ev: BalSt'ev, Secemét'ev;
! ~fov: Asfov, Zaréfov; -y’ev: Clsif'ev, Saddf'ev; -xin:
i Gordjdxin, Meléxin; -ccv: M4l'cev, Sévcevi ~cyn (-cin):
GoMcyn, Kapdcin; -&in: And&in, Mjakésin; -§vild: DZugas-
vili, Cefdvill; -§in: Vol8Ein, MikéSin.

B. In surnames with the following endings, ultirate stress
prevalils.

1. Endings which begin with a vowel. -aj: Abldj, Sabsd;
-ak (-jak): Bundx, SSerbdk; -akov (-jakot): Butakév, Xudja-
xév (many exceptions); -ar': Grabdr', Poltdr'; ~uéev (~alouk
Pugadsv, Rogalddv; -e¢j: Bagaléj, Starbé); -ovo: Durnov,
Xitrovs; -of: Blagdy, Tolstéy; -uk (-juk): Baidk, Save&ik;
~wkov (-jukot): Brandukdv, Sertukdv; -ur: Vurgdn, Liskdn;
-unov: Godundv, Sandunbv; -yk: Paviyk, Rjabyk; -yx (-ix):
Malgx, Cernyx; -gan (-janc): Mikojdn, Saumién.

! 2. Endingswhichbeginwithaconsonant. -gejm: Adel' géjm,
Oppengéim; -fov:Me2bv, Pry2év; -zon: Levinzén, Merzén;
-kov{afterconsonants); Zitkév, Magkév {many exceptions);
-nin (after consonants): Repntn, Juxnfn; -zov {after conso=
nants): Daxndv, Tyznév (many exceptlons); -rov (after
consonants): Savrdv, Cuprbv; -son: 1del'sén, Petersén;
-cov: Zelenchv, Odincdvi -cov: -Bulyddv, Seml&bv; -Sou:
Karta&dv, JakuZdv; -Ftam: Aronitdm, Mandel'stém; -Stejn:
Bern3téjn, Rottéjn.

C. Insumames withthe following endings, antepcnult stress
prevails.

I. Endings which begin with a vowel. -exor {when e s the
vowel in the preceding syllable); M&lexov, §érexov; -esev
{when e s the vowel in the preceding syllable): 1émedav,
Télciev; -fkov: Kérdikov, Rébikov (this {s especially true
inthree syllable names—in longer names, ultimate stress may
occur: Berezovikév, Ol'xovikév); -fxcr: Védixov, Sélixov;
-ffer: MirkiZey, XréniGav; -obor (when o lc the voviol in

the precading syllable): Bérobov, KSlobov; -olet: Bixolev,
Tdpolev; -oxot{when o isthe vowelinthe preceding syllable):
Déroxov, S&loxov; -ycer: Kstydev, SdrySev; -ydeu: Bénty-
gev, 61y§ev.
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2. Endings which beqgin with a censonant, -Jerko {after a
consonant): Vréndenke, SdvEenko; -§8enko; GliZZenko,
Ti3&enko.

D. Certain endings are associated with two {or even three)
stresses rather than with one stress. These differing stresses
often occur in one name as varlants, The chlef endings of this
type are the following.

1. ~levand -rev after vowels occur with antepznult and ul-
timate stress (note, however, the ending -olev; see C.1
above). In some of the examples which follow one stress
usually prevails; Inotherexamples, variants occur:  Buzyréy,
Gurilev, Drdgilév, Didalédy, Duralév, Zgardv, Zuldv, Zfmel&v,
KAtyr8v, Klimarév, Késterev, Krfveldv, Lftardy, Sk&telev,
Sk&syrev, §évalév, 8évyrév, ete.

2. -~nev occurs with various stresses. To be sure, ultimate
stress preveils after vowels. Bérezndv, Grindy, Doljandv,
Zebundv, Laviendy, [&Zndv, Tréndv, Turgénev, Fédendy,
Cingy.

EN -c:zko’c occurs with varlous stressas. Varlants occur ke~
quently: Annenkov, Vojténkdv, Gi&énkév, DruZenkdy, Erden-
kév, Ziménkév, etc. The strass may be (ixed, however, to
one syllable, whenthename is felt by the {nformant to be de-=
tlved from a name In -¢nko; the stresses will be the same in
bothnames: AvéirCenkov—-AvérEenko, Davidénkov—-Davidénko,
lvanénkov—ivanénko, Ivdn&enkov—~Ivindento, atc.

The above has indicated that most Russian sumames do il into
a system, although many exceptions and Individual pronunciations
exist. Thallstingof sumame endings shows that most of them occur
with penult stress. In fact, most Russian surnames heave penult
stres’s, as shownby an examination of the surnames in th: Dictlon-
ary,

Notes

1. Therescarchrepoitedhereln was performed purstnant to a contract with
the United States Office of Education, Department of Hcalth, Education, and
Welfe.e. Thecontract provided for the comrilation of a Diclionary of Rus.fan
Personal Names 1wcith a Guide to Stress and Movphology.,  This study da-
scribes some of the material investigated and conclusions reached during the
compilation of the Dictionary,

Many persons panticipated (n this profect.  Special acknowledyment s
made to Professor VladUalr Markov of the University of Californty, Llos Angeles,
who served as consultintand informant during the comptiation of the Diction-
arvy,; toMolessor Edwaid Stanklewicz of the University of Chlcago, who read
and commented on an €arller version of this paper; and, to Frofessor S, 1,
O2cgov, Associate Director of the Ruseian Languige Institute of the Soviet
Academy of Sciences, who commonted on portions of this paperduring a
meeting with thls wilter in Morcow In May, 1963.
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In addition to Professor Markov, the following native inforinants residing
in the United States alded in the stressing of surnames used for this paper:
Nina Soudakoff, Zinaida Churilin, N2adezhda levins, and Anatol Flaume. Six
native speakers of Russlan resliding 1a the Soviet Union also placed stresses
on sumames uscd for this study. All are highly literate. One Is an undur-
graduate studentat Moscow Unliversity. The other five 2re college graduates.
Thelr occupations are as follows: a member of the faculty of Moscow Uni~
versity; an edltor of the Academy of Sctences Press; two graduate students
2t Moscow University; a translator. Three of tha Informants worked {n Mos-
cow under the direction of Professor Thomas E. Magner of the Pennsylvania
State University. The other three Informants viorked, also In Moscow, under
Professor Inwvin Well of Brandels Ualversity.

A large number of stressed surnames were obtained from the published
sources mentioned In footnotes 2 and 3 below.

Ashorterversion ofthis paper was presented before the Slavic Linguistics
Group of the 1963 MLA meeting in Chicago.

2. See Melvin E. Deatherage's mimmeographad study (Oberammergau, 1962)
“*Soviet Surnames: A llandbook, " p. {l. Mr. Deatherage was kind enough
to permit direct citatlons from his study, which contains a great number of
stressed surnames and which was a valuable source of maerial {or the Dic~
tionary and f{or this paper.

3, The majorSovietrefcrence works with stressed surnames used for this
study were the following: «Bonsizas ccorercxar axuuxsonezds», 2nd ed,,
51 vols., {M., 1949-1958) —hereafter cited as Bol'faja; ¢'2728 cozeTcKasx
sELvKTOne s a», 3rd ed., 10 vols, (M., 1958-1960) —cited hereafler as
Malaja; and K.¥, [ cxid, «Ciozapy yazpeasd» (M., 1960).

4, Mnolaja, 1, 24,

5, Malaja, 1, 1124. For this rame, tee also VYalentin Xipirsky, Der
Worlakzent der russischen Schriftsprache (Heidelberg, 1962), pp. 264~265.
Notwithstanding Kiparsky's statemert, some Russf{ans do admit or prefer the
stress Bélotov, and it can be considered to be a permissible varfant in con-
temporary Russian,

6. Malaja, 11, 67,

7. Bol'§aja, XV, 469. Cf., however Malaja, 111, 791, which has Egérov
for the same person.

&, BollZnkr, X, 42R,

9. Ibid , XXVIII, 438.

10, ibid., XX, 79.

11, Ibtd., XK, 404

12. Sece the title pag? of C,}!., Dr2ror, «Clotapd PyCCROro SaldrNa»,
4thed. {M., 1360},

13. Bol'Saja, XLVIII, 570.

14. This paper does not deal with surname stress in the Russian dialects.
The dialect stress undoubtedly diffcrs in many Instances from that of standard
Russlanand may explain such individaally preferred etresses as Bykdv, Egoréy,
Svedév, etc. Professor Viadimir Markev, for example, has told this writer
that [n his native village his rame was pronounced Markév,
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15, Bol'Saja, XLV, 445.

! 16, The Large Soviet Encyclopedia shows that in several instances the

! Ukrainian stress of names in ~ko may differ from the Russian stress. Exam-~
ples: N. V. L¥senko, Ukrainian composer = T. D, Ly<énko, Russian blolo-
gist; V. N. Sobk$, Ukrainian author = N. P. S6bke, Russian art historfan.

17. See note 1. The method of selecting the surnames is described In
this writer's article “The Comptilation of a Dicticnary of Russian Perscnal
Names, " scheduled for publication in Names, XII, 1 {March, 1964).

18. Alargenumber of Old Russfan names and nicknames which served as
roots for currently used Russian surnames now have no meaning whatsoever
for the native Russian. See V. Cernylev, “Les Prénoms russe: formation et
vitalité, " Revue des ftudes slaves, XV (1934), 215,

19, Daiaonthe stress of Russlan nouns and adjcctives is taken from the
Mlademy «I'paratixa pyccxoro saixa»,l (M., 1960) and P.4, Azauecos
v CLML Oreron,«Pyccxoe RitTepaTypHCE NPOXIHOTZHIE if yYhaperuen (M,
1959).

20, Sce Kiparsky, p. 87.

21, For the stress of Ivanov see E, B, FitHOIpanos, «Pyccxitil A
(M., 1947), p. 196. For soko!l, sce Kiparsky, p. 164,

22, This statementcalls for a refincment of previously published conclu-
sions on the stress of sumames dertved from masculine nouns. The existing
lterature has indicated that such sumames have the stress on -ov If the
sovrce noun is stressed on the case endings throughout its declenslon, re-

ardless of {ts number of syllables, Sece, for example: Vinogradov, 196;
Kiparsky, 264-265; G. Davydoff and P. Paullat, Précis d’accentualion yusse
{ Paris, 1959}, p. 44.

23, Kiparsky, pp. 70-80 and 90-92, -

24, See, for example, Vinogradov, p. 196 and Davydofl, p. 44, On the
other hand, James Forsyth, A Practical Guide to Russian Stress (Edinburgh
and London, 1963), p. 112, describes the stress In such names accurately.

25, Cf. Xiparsky, p. 265, who states that surnames forined from nouns
n -4 with constant end stress have the ending -fa, exceptlons belng “ex-
tremely rare, *

26. Although all the [nformants to thls study gave only the stress Noatn,
the variant N6gin Is attested to by Kiparsky. See op. cit., p. 265,

27, ProfessorEdwardStanklewiczhas polnted out that sfab and §irok had
a fixed accent at an older stage of Russian.
28. Sce also Deatherage, pp. 29-38,

29, This s to be expccted., Shevelov has shown that the Russian root
usually ends in a consonant preceded by a vowel. Sce George Shevelov,
“ The Structure of the Root In Modern Russian, ™ SEEJ, XV {1957), 106-108.
Since rost Russtan sumames end in -ov or -fx, thelr usual end structure s
-yCvC.

30. Surnamesin -s&if with penult stress often contrast with homographic
geographic terms thathave antepcnult (orante-antepenult) stress. Bylinskij's
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Dictionary, for example, shows the sumames Aleksandrévskij, Babaévskif,
Borisévski), Zuk6vskif, Rakévskij, Sobolévsktf, etc. and the geographical
terms Aleksdndrovskl], Babieyvsklj, Borfsovskiy, Zdkovskij, REkovskif, Sé=
bolevskij. This contrast i: also pointed out by Forsyth, p. 113,

31. See also Forsyth, p. 112, who states that "...about sixty percent
of surnames {n -or and -er, ... have stress on the penultimate syllable... ®
No source for this figure is glven.

Since most Russian surnames have three syllables, it can be satd that
thelr stress gravitates toward middle position. A simllar prevalence of mid-
dle stress fnthegeneral Russfanvocabulary hasbeen noted In B, A, HEvxouos,
“llecTo yAGDeHVMS B pyccxow ashxe,” IJSLP, VI(1963), 1-8.
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