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ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF RUSSIAN VERBS

WILLIAM S. CORNYN

Yens ULOVERSirf

The phonemes of Russian are as follows:
Consonants:

1, Plain owl palatalized counterparts regardless: of the following sound:
ppjbbjinmjffjvvj
ttjddjltnjssjzzj
lljrrj

2. Plain or palatalized depending on the following sound: k g x
3. Plain only

c ;3.
4, Palatalized only:

4 sE y
Vowels (showing the occurrence of phonemes in various positions):

In stressed syllables: i e a au
Initial, unstressed : i e a u
Final, and preionic, after plain consonant except ; a u

NOIlflnal after palatal consonant or ; I: i it

Non-final and /101111:0.0llie tiller plain consonant except ; I: a
STRESS also is pltonemic: every word, pronounced in ion, has a stress on

one syllable. Russian verbs show three patterns of stress; we call them A, 13,
and C:

Stress pattern A: stress on the stem of the verb throutjJoat the ixtradigm.
Stress pattern II: stress 011 the endings of the verb throaghout the paradigm.
Stress Pattern C: in the present tense, stress on the coding of the 1st sing.

but on the stem in other forms; in gender (eons, stress cnt the em;ing in the
feminine, but on the stem in other forms.

The Russian verb has forms for the infinitive, the present. tense, the past tease,
the imperative, four verbal adjectives (participles), and two verbal adverbs
(gerunds).

Each verb form consists of a :AM and on ending. Each verb has two sterns,
a PRLSENV STEM. :111(1 1111 INDSITI YE STESI.

Front the present stern are for Ined:'
present tense titity.0 'I read'
imperative 4i14y. 'Read!'

I In the illustrstive example ,A dot iqpnrales I he ronstiftent par is of the veil) form (pm e-
fix, goo, predesircutitl, final), The It:. lIcription used here is morphophonemic rrti r

than phonemic; vco.velt Are wiittrn in (kir 'full' form, but the Actual phonemic value. of
such tymhols ss e- and -0- in unstressed syllaides csn cPsily be inferred horn tic vowel
tilde Oro) e mop c. Where a given veil, is defective, the vii:sing fortis are bupi4ind Cron, a
COrprouLd of the male VL11),

CI



ON T1f13 C'IASSIFICATION OF RUSSIAN' VERBS 6.3

present active participle (prap) 'one who is reading'
present gerund (prg) tit (ty.a 'white rending'
present passive pa it (p..pp) tAYon1.0.)' 'which is being read'

From the infinitive stem are formed:
infinitive i1A.tj 'to read'
past t ease 6it he was reading'
past, active participle (pap) tit who has been(t.fA.oy

reading'
past gerund (pg) 'having, been reading'
past passive participle (ppp) pro. Mtn .n.oy 'which has ban read

(through)'
ExmNos: I'MSENT SYSTE: Verb forms of the present system consist of

the riI.1:SENT NI plus 1'niurnsINEN7tAL plus FINAL There are two sets of
predesinentials, giving two conjugations in the present.

Si
2
3

P1

F HEI»;SINENSIAL
I 2

41- -iti-2
-qo -' -i-
-qo- -i-
-go- -i-

FINAL

-
-A

-t
111

2 -qo- -1- -tji
3 -tt- -6-, -a-1 -t

Imp S -ji- -ii-
Imp P -ji- -ji- -tji
prap -It- -a- 4.6-

prg -ia- -ja-
prpp -o- ..i -m-

CONJUGATION

1 2

njos.ti govorja't'
njosj.6.A. govorj.f.A
njosj.6.t govorj.f.t
njosj.6.7n govorj.f.m
njosj.6.1ji govorj.f.tji
njos.6.I. govorjai.t
njosj.1 govorj.f
njosj.f.tji govorj.f.t ji
11jos.d.A6.oy goorj,K,;56.iy
njosj,h govorj.K
njos.6.in,oy ljubj.f.tn,oy

''The symbol J in this predesinontial represents the following alternations:
pj,bj, mj, fj, vj ".., pli,113, rnlj, 11j, vlj: ljuldj.ii -. VI,j.i.t .1 love' ,-... ,he loves'
dj, tj ,---, 1: vol.d ,---, Gdj.i.t '1 lead''- 'he lends'
aj r--,1: pro1.6 ,..,,pr6sj.i.t '1 ask' ^-, 'he asks'
tj ,s, E: vjin'e.G -- vjintj.1.1 '1 mew' ,--, lie screws'
atj ,-.., 1E: EiZE.0 ,-.., Ostj.i.t 'I clean' -.., 'he cleans'
tdj -., 13: yal.1.3 ,--, yrdj.i.t 'I travel' ,...- 'Le travels'

Other alternations, such as 13 ,--- *:'.., arc treated as irregularities.
g Thronhout this paper, forms arc written with 'Ml' vowels (cf. In. 1); thns njos.t1 'I

carry' is phonemically /Ajiiii /, And govorj.d 'I talk' is /gavarjt1/. We know the values in
these CASeS from related foTill!, Slid] AS 11i115 lie carried', g,,Ivor 'dialect', ra7govSr 'conversa
tion'. This Applies Also to the it 1 it ing of the predeFinenti al of the firs, cmijnoti,m, %here
we write c g. Eitiy.o.1 'he reads', phonemically RilAyit/. In tome ambiguous ca=rs We
titre A;14litlititY LSS11111C11 A full revel, as in ibjitd/, written bjor.11 'I take'.

I The symbol y in this predesinential in.licatts that a preceding plain consonant is re-
Placed by its Palatslired countr1pat1, and that k and g are replaced by t' and 1 respectively.:
No5.4 ,-.., njo:J.6.t 'I carry' ,-- 'he carries'; pjak.il ,-...pjoE.15.t 'I bake' "., 'be oak's'; nog. ii
,....' rn61.0.t 'I CAW "-' 'he ran'.

I The 1'3 predesincntial -I. is replaced by a. shea unstressed: goor1.4.1 'llity talk',
but ljed.j.u.t 'they like'.
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There are only four verbs that are conipletely irreglor in the present tens
'They are (MO 'to give', yestj `to cat', xotji.tj 'to want', :or,' 1,j,...zili to run

(im 'I give' ,qin 41 eat' xettl 'I want' Negri 'I run'
chiCi ye; xe,lo.; bjci;
(List y6st No6ot bjeft

dadjltji
dadjiin

dadilt.
Notjltji
xoijim

Norpit

Nairn
lijafiji
bjegtit

ENDINGs: INFINITIVE SY:AIM. Verb forms of the infinitive system eonsi t
of the 1NFINIIVI: sTrAt plus FINAL.

hirmit ivy:
Past:

PaP

Pg

PPP

(-tit, 4)t
-17

-fg- (after vowel)
-g- (after consonant)

-fs'i (after vowel)
-g (after consonant)
-n
-1

4it:i.tj `to read'

njOs.t.iy
edt(t.f;ii

pro.Z.1t a.n.loy)
11.1)j1.1.(o,y)

The problem of classifying the Russian verb lies in the mat citing of the present
and infinitive stem;',.' In the statement of fonns in the preceding paragraphs
we have tistd the verb Zdtitj 'to read' as our example. In this verb the present
stem is longer by /y/ than the infinitive stein: present stein e'it;ly-, infinitive
stem This is only one type of correspondence ;mong ma Ay. In order to
show the complexity of the problem we give examples of other correspondences
in the lists that follow. The first list is arranged IT the present stein, the second
by the infinitiVeSiCIII. The list of present stems is so arranged that stems ending
in /y/ come first, then sterns ending in /11/, finally stems cm.ing in other con -
sonants. We have kept together the examples that have first-conjugation pre-
sents and those that have wcond ^.onjugation presents (marked with a superior
2).

List 1 (Present Stein First)
1. lit Ay.i tibi.tj 'to read'
2. bly.11 Itlya.ti 'to bark'
3. day.ti davAj 'to give'
4. imj(.11 es, imitc.tj 'to pos.sess'
5. brj.ti ,---,brj1.1j 'to shave'
G. poMy.ti es, poKij 'to die'
7. in4y.ti tnt.lj 'to wash'
S. poy.ti pj6.1j 'to sing'

ti. diiy.ti dlij `to blow'
10. rlisity.n rjisovic.ti `to sl:etell'
11. stiyft sor:i.tj 'to flutist'
12. bjy.11 bjf.lj '1.0 beat'
13. giml p,ml.tj 'to bend'
14. stfulm shl tj 'to become'
15. dj(nat dj&tj 'to put'
10. :Alum sifij 'to get cold'

'The regular coding of the infinitive is 1111(n it is !,tre.,4r.1, lire ending appear( se
tjt (ojoi.iji 'In carry'); P. kw vtrlis with a Font rotor,s1 in the infinitive Flcm hive the
ending -Z (Nee 'to bale', stun pjok).

!The past has tliffttent form for rn.',.scoline, feminine, and neuter xingnlar, And f,,r
plural (without diOioclio.i Of peryler): iitA.1, fun. scut. iitA.lo, Our.

\ye ?care the I remment of otter irrtgobritics for 'moll Tr place.

4



ON TOE CLASSIFICATION OF RUSSIAN VERBS 67

17, kljanft kljfistj 'to bow'
IS. inn.11 rojA.tj `to rumple'
19. titan.11 na.n.tj `to begin'
20. Arn.11 M.t.j `to press'
'21. izim..1 .---,iz.ytt..tj `to confiscate'
22. pod.ttjimAl ti pod.nji.tj `to raise'
23. po.ym.it po.njd.tj `to under-

stand'
24. vozjm.11 vzjd.tj `to take'
25. sosAl ,--,sosi.tj `to suck'
26. djor.ti ,--,dra.ti `to whip'
27. ZOV.11 9.0
28. za.1..ilmi za.ibjt.tj `to knock'
29. rjov.0 rjovj6.1j 'to roar'
30. pjit.1.1 pjis4.tj 'to write'
31, /1j.11 s15..tj `to send'
32. grjob.ti grjostjt 'to row'
33. Idad '1.3 put'
31. y6d.0 yka.1j `to ride'

35. id.t1 itji `to go'
36. `to burn'
37. strjig.0 ti strj16 `to shear'
38. bjorjog.11 ,--bjer166 'to guard'
39. pjok.ii ti pXZ:. 'to bake'
40, volok.6 volt.) 'to drag'
41. tolk.ti tottA `to shove'
42. kolj.ti kolO.tj 'to stab'
43. t..d tjorj6.11 'to rub'
44. pas.ti pastjt 'to tend, herd'
45. rnioLd rujostjf 'to sweep'
46. gym 1,tj `to live'
41. vjoz.ti vjoz.tjt 'to cart'
48. darj.ti darj1.02 `to give'
49. gorj.ti gorj6.6"to burn'
50. zvu6.11 zviIM..tj"to sound'
51. splj.ti spi.tj2 `to sleep'
52. gonjft gni.tj' 'to dative'

List 2 (Infinitive Stem First)

1. `to read'
2. hiya.tj 'to bark'
3. stoy5.0 stoy.tit `to stand'
4. gmktj gonj.t12 'to drive'
5. dri.ti ,---tdjor.ti 'to whip'
G. y6xn.tj ,---,:%,ted.ts 'to drive'
7. Id.tj Intl 'to press'
8. sos.i.tj es, EOS.11 'to Fiick'
9. pjisa.tj pp.ti 'to write'

10. tv:i.lj zov.it 'to call'
11. na.:1.1j na.n.t.1 `to begin'
12. sti.tj nj.ti `to send'
13. spd.tj spl.j.t1' 'to sleep'
14. stti.tj stdrmi `to become'
15. davA.tj N day.ti `to give'
10. rjisovti.tj ,-..,rjistly.ti `to sketch'
17. soves.tj stiy.d 'to suck'
18. itnj/..ti ti holly.» `to possess'
10. gorj6.0 gorj.til `to burn'
20. djtc.tj ,--,dj(n.0 'to pt1'
21. pjtt.tj poyft 'to sing'
22. rjovj4.Ij rjov.it 'to howl'
23. tjorj6.tj tr.ti 'to wipe'
2-1. darit.fj ,--dnri.11, 'to give'

26. bjEtj bjy.ti `to beat'
26. brAtj 'to shave'
27. poKtj po?..1y.0 'to die'
28. if .tj 'to live'
20. stalibji.tj 'to knock'
30. toltj m6y.0 'e.t wash'
31. sti.tj salmi 'to get cold'
32. kol6.1) kolj.ti 'to stab'
33. dt.l.tj -- dtly.li 'to blow'
31. glititj god 'to bond'
35. griosijf grjob.ti `to row'
30. klitqj --,klad.ti `to Put'
37. kljtistj kljan.ti 'to bow'
38, pos.tit pag.ii 'to tend, herd'
39. rojosijI ,---,injoLd 'to throw'
40. N'i0Z.lif vjo?..4 'Io cart'
41. itjf ti id,t1 'to go'
42. strjlt strjig.11 'to shear'
43. bjorRZ `to guard'
41. 'to burn'
45. NU pj014.11 to bake'

46. told(, tolk.ti 'to shore'
47. volof volok.d 'to drag'
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nij(i.tj aired 'to rumple' 50. porimjei.tj pod.njirnal to raise'
9. pamjAdj po.ynial 'to under- 51. vzjii.tj vozjm.11 'to take'

stand' 52. iz.yil.tj ti, iz.inul 'to confisca;:.!'

The history' of attempts to classify thr Russian. verb show three rmiin tradi-
tions: by the present stern, by the infinitive rind by it combination of the
two

The first tradition is seen in the systems of Smotrickij (1',119), Lornonosov
'(1757), Born (180S), and Valor (1809). The first three of these used the second
person singular of the present., thereby achieving a division into two conjugations.
The statement of the second conjugation was dear, but the first conjugation
remained indist inet and included only partial lists of irregularitie.,.. Valor used
the first person singular as his criterion, with the tcsult that the two conjugations
were not clearly distinguished; iris classification was by plain and pal itatized
stern-finals. Schleicher (1852) apprcd this analysis to the (1)(1 Church Slavie
verb.

Other writers started from the infinitive stern: Dobrovs14 (I509) applied
this means of classification to the Czech verb, and Puchmayer (1820) adapted
it for the Ilussian verb. Miklo;i6; (1850) classified the Old Church Slavic verb
in this tradition, and carded over his classification to the llussian verb (1850).

The third tradition, grouping the forms by means of both sterns, start s from
Gre (1811), Reiff (1821), VoAokov (1836), and Payskij (1815). Les):ien
analyzed the Old Church Slavic verb in thi.s way and achieved a very successful
classification, which was applied to the Ilussian verb by Meyer (1922).

As examples of (1r^ results of the earlier period we allow the classification
of Meyer" (1923) and of 1;erneker" (1897).

Meyer has five classes: I, present formant -c-/-o-; II, present forment -ne-;
-no-, infinitive formant -nu-; III, present folmant -je-; IV, present stern in -i-;
V, athematic verbs. In terms of the lists giver allow., Meyer's classification
works out as follows:

(lass
A. Single stern

a. consonant final pasAl pas.tjt
b. vowel final 3.iv.ti 11.tj

Infinitive stem in -a-
n. consonant final sos.0
b. vowel final zov.11 764

(lass I I gird 1 guti-1 j

Class III
Primary

A. Single stem
a. consonant final j

b. vowd final

'Fur Ole older pc6rft 1 rdy c;1 I I o r.re1101-11 IrcAILR-1,1 by W. Cui!low3rJ,111
frnditkr,rds de clazzop-nt dca vertcs /11.^s, NfMting,tA plA,!ies cn hvil
Royce 32t 33 On).

"Hlr1 11. Meyer, (clic Graionistik di r SprAclol (11,7r), 1;',231.
" )irich Itcrncler, GrareaNtik

6
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B. Infinitive stem in -a-
a. consonant final pjia.ti ti I); j

b. vowel final
2. Secondary

A. Single stem dj6layai iljaatj
B. Infinitive stein in -a-

a. consonant final pjiM ti pjis.1.0
b, stem -u-, inf. -ova- rjisiry.0 ti rjisova.tj

(lass IV
A. Single stem darjal ti darjf.1j
B. Present -I-, inf. -c- or -a-" gorjal N gorjeaj, stoyal stoya,tj

Class V dAm r., diltj, yen, y6stj
Berneker classifies by the infinitive. Ile makes his major division inf o those

verbs that have a consonant before the infinitive ending, and those that have a
vowel there. In terms of our lists, his system is as follows:

A. Infinitive in a consonant
1. s, z final: pasal pas.tjf, viozal vjozajf
2. 1, d kladal klastjf, injotal injostjl
3. b final: grjobal grjostii
4. k, g pjokal pjet, strjigal :WU
5. r, I final: tr.tt tjoijkj, 1;010 ti kolOij
6. n, in final: na.6nal ti na.Maj, 3in.(1 hi.tj

B. Infinitive in a vowel .

I. in -a-
1. Zilfiy.0 --
2. pjiI.ti pjisi.tj
3. sos.ti sosA.1i
4. spij.it e",- spa ,t j'
5. 14.11 N hiya.1j
6. day.ki
7. sOn.0 ti :MO

11. in -c-
/. imj6y.0 imj6.1.j
2. gorj.11 ti gorj&tp
3. rjov.4 rjovj6.1j
4. poy.t1 ti p16.0

dj6n.n dj.etj
III. in -i- after palatalized consonant

1. Primary: hi), - bjf.tj
2. Derived: darjal ti darjf.ti'

za.Otal
IV. in -i- after plain consonant (Russian yeti)

m1.1 j

liv.4 ti fl.tj
V. in -nu-

ptial ,- gni.1j

" fhc inSnAi..e Etera ;Ale usually ends in but in after 21, ;, 3, end y.
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VI. in -ova-
disovA.tj

C. Defective and athematic verbs: tab dAtj, y6stj, y6Natj

Tint systems of both fryer and lIerneker an clear and complcip. But in
spite of this, they obscure an issue that was to be brought to the fore in a new
tradition, which has still to win general acceptance.

In 1022 Knrcevski published in Slavic" a purely descriptive classification of
the verb. For the first time the verb was described in terms of productive and
non-productive types. lie marked out five productive classes as the centri,1
types, and relegated tha remaining verbs to a subordinate position in subclasses
according to their infinitive vowel, This was a great step in the direction of
pme description, and gave a clear pattern of the system of the verb. Karcerski's
,productive classes, in terms of our lists, were the following:

1. titity.0 eittl.(i 'to read'
H. irnj6y.0 ituj6.0 'to possess'

III. rjisily.0 rjisovil.tj 'to sketch'
darj.11 darjf.tj' 'to give'

V. gmti [(TAO 'to press'
In 1915 Bloomfield restated the classification of the verb in a way that re-

seinhles the results -of Karcevski but is differently based.'' Bloomfield acts up
four classes of legular verbs, of which the first three belong to (110 first conjugr,-
tion and the fourth to the second conjugation. The present stems of all regular
yobs end in a consonant ; the first two groups end in vowel phis -y-, the third
group ends in -n-, the fourth group ends in a palatalized consonant or or
Class I has a present stein ending in vowel rItv, -y- and an infinitive stem that lacks
the -y-: it:f.tj `to read'; iinj6y.u, imj6.tj 'to possess'; poily.u, pontj
to die'; (lily" dd.tj `to blow'. Class II has a present stem ending in -uy- and
on infinitive stein ending in -ova-: rjiniy.u, disovttj. Class III has it picsent
Eteln ending in -n- and an infinitive stein ending in ul-: gn.ti, gini.tj 'to bend'.
Class IV (all second conjugation) has a present stein ending in a palatalized con
sonant or -A- or mill an infinio've stein ending in daatj 'to give'.

The pattern of stress is as follows. Class I verbs have the stress en the same
syllable of the stern throughout (accent A); only verbs in stressed -A- have the
stress drawn back in the ppp: pp:aft:in. Class II verbs have
accent A, and verbs with stress -ov5.- in the infinitive stein have the stress -ity-
in the present stein and draw back the stress in the ppp: disovii.tj `to sketch',

ejisovan. ('lass Ill verbs whose infinitive stem has stressed -rui- lace
accent on the ine:ent endings (accent II), and draw hart; the atress in the ppp:

31 cria 1:arcevski, Etudes Fla he spit:are Verloll du rucs.,1 conlonpontir,, Slavis 1.212-OS
(PrAgoe, 1222). Escellent tdaptsliotis of Ka rcuvFI:i'n etas-:ifieotion appear in 1.innuado3,
Sovremilinyj rocAij ysi.yk 2351-0 (Nloskva, And whitridd, A itimsith refma,;.e.
goontnst (Cnwt'ridgc, 1211)

" Publi:heJ in two bunks prcpstcl irpkr It e wiTiccs of the V. fie Atiocd Fortes Tn=,1;-
tate: 1)ictioo5ry of fpokrt. Ituc.,isn NO 3 (War Dcparltnc!nl 111301AI, IRI;);Sioken Rus.
tiAn 2.02 -311 (War Depstimcol EN1 523, r15).
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vjornti.ij `lo return', vjornal, vjorn).6.t, ppp po.vjOrnut.oy. A few verbs of
this class have accent C: tjauirtj `to pull', tjamul, tj.inj.o.t. Class IV verbs
whose infinitive stern has stressed -1- have accent n or accent C.

Because of the nature of the boas in which Bloomfield published this classi-
fication, it was unnecessary to treat there the subclasses within his major divi-
sions-- the 'linguistic dust', as Vinogradoff describes them It is our purpose
here to show in full the classification of Russian verbs, both regular and irregular.
In the following table, Illownfichls four product ive classes (numbered I to IV)
arc followed by a separate listing of the four large irregular classu!s(letteredA to
1)), all but one with subdivisions. Each class and subclass is characterized. by
the alternation between the present stem and the infinitive stern of the verbs
that are grumped in it; the following special symbols are used to denote these
attenuations: vowel, C = plain consonant, Cj == palatalized consonant,
CJ = consonant replaced in alternation as shown in fn. 2. Finally, each class
and subclass is illustrated by one verb; a number in parentheses indicates the
total number of verbs that belong to each of the irregular subclasses.
Ruour, uun

Class 1. Vy ti V: tjtAym 'to read'
Class IL uy ova: ulistly.0 ti disovidj 'to sketch'
Class III. n nut: gru.li gnii.tj `to bond'
Class IV. Ci ^ Cji: darj.11 darj1.1j `to give'

FouructrAut vEnns:
Class A. Present stem in -y-, infinitive stem in vowel

I. NV moy.it -- mf,tj 'to wash' (7)
2. ny Ewa: daY.11 'to give' (3)
3. Cjy ti Cji: bjyal bjl.tj `to beat' (5)
4. y -s, yn: lAyal 1(tya.1) `to bark' (17)
5. uy r. ovt: suy.0 sov:1.1.j 'to thrust' (7)

3,.tvoltiiizt`t.t1 'to Paint' (2)
Class 13. Present stem in consonant other than -y-, infinitive stein in vowel

CV: sos.ui sosidj 'to suck' (15)
2. CJ CV: pjbt.11 pjis.1.0 'to write' (73)
3. Cnim es, ('a: ?Hmel na65.1j 'to begin' (9)
4. Vn I': stuinli ti stti.tj `to become' (5)

Class C. Present stern in consonant other than -y-, infinitive stern in same
consonant

C C: pas.11 pas tji 'to tend, herd' (53)
Class 1). Present stem in palatalized consonant or ; or 1, infinitive stern in

vowel other than -i- (all 21.1 conjugation)
I. Cj -- Cje: gorj.11 -- gorje.tj 'to burn' OW
2. Cj ti ('ja: stoy.4 stoy:lij `to ,:rand' (39)
3. CJ es-, Ca; splj.it sp.i.ti 'to sleep' (2)

To this listing we !nay add Clr-ss E, consisting of the four anomalous verbs
did), ytstj, xot(tj, and bjciAt) mentioned earlier in the paper.

9
1



72 W11,LIA.:11 S. CORNYN

We append here a complete 1jst of lIussiln irregular verbs, based on Uktkov,

Tolkovyj slovar' russlecogo yazyka I-11' (Moskva, 1931-10)."

CLASS A. PRESENT STEM IN INFINITIVE STEM VOWEL.

Class Al. Present stein in vowel pins -y-, infinitive. stem in different vowel;
accent A except as noted

vdy.0 vi. tj howl
brjdy.0 brittj shave
r :%y.6 pid.tj B sing

rn6y.ti mt.tj wash
krdy.0 krS.tj cover
ndy.0 ni.tj whine
rdy.0 ri.tj dig

Class A2. Present stem in -ay-, infinitive stern in -ava-; accent B in present
day.6 davd.tj give
ustay.ti ustard.tj tire
uznay.Ci uznava.tj recognize

Class A3. Present stem in consonant plus -y-, infinite /e stein in same consonant plus -i-;
accent It in present

id.tj sew
vjy.tl vji.tj howl

bj y.6 bjl .tj beat
Ijy.6 lji.tj pour
pjy.6 pjl.tj drink

Class A4. rreseat stein in -y-, infinitive stem in -ys -; accent A except as noted

bAy.ri hAya.tj talk
kity.u.s krtya.t.ca repent
idy.0 klya.tj hark
nuty.0 .8 nidya.t.ca pine
cgy.0 i...iya.tj expect, hope for
tity.0 1.4ya.tj thaw
xity.0 Ndyrt.tj blame, find fault
nadj6y.u.s nadj6ya.t.ca hope
ljeljey.tr ljelj6ya.tj fester, nurse

bljdy.6 bljeyd.tj A/.13 bleat
smjey.6.s smjeytt.t.ea II laugh
rjey.0 rjeys.tj float, soar
sj,ty.0 sj6ya.tj now
satjey.0 zatj(ya.tj undertake
vjcy.0 vj6ya.tj blow softly
itly.0 smelt, scent
ropjiy.f, vopjiyd.tj 11 bewail (obs.)

Class AS. Present stem in -uy., infinitive stem in -ova.;
accent 13 in present, otherwise identical with Class II regular

bljuy.6 bljorS.tj vomit snuy.6 snovd.tj scurry, poke about
kuy.6 kortt.tj forge suy.6 sore tj push in
kljuy.6 kljor6.0 peck tuy.5 furl.tj chew
pljuy.6 pljovi.lj spit

Class Aba. Present stem in .13y-, infinitive stern in -a.; accent A in present
livopjis6y.0 iivoyjis:Ltj paint
prjitjazdy.0 prjitjarS.tj lay claim to

CLASS IL Parscxtr STEOI rrC CONSOIAN C OMER TI7 )--, INF INI7 IVE SITU rY VOW EL

Class III. Present stern in plain consonant; accent It in prtscnt except as noted

Ig.15 Ig.t.tj lie /6fd.0 fAftla.tj A hunccr, thirst
rv.4 rtt.tj tear, vomit id.6 fdi.tj salt

thi.lj neigh ir.4 1ra.lj eat
tos.6 sos.i.tj suck bjer.6 bri.tj take"
ston.6 stoil.tj C groan djor.6 drA .1j travel,'
114.6 tkti.rj weave rs:t.tj

rs Some VC/4 3 in this list pro k?;0Thil in ti.e reflexive form. The reflt.Niye suffix, adrtcd to

certain verbs in various meanings, has the following shapes: -s after vole's (u6.6.s 'I
study', uC Etli.sryou study.), -sa after consoi ants other than t or lj 'we study'),

ca after t end tj, the latter being replaced bofore this suffix by t 'he studies',

tn!.t.t.ca 'to study'). Some verlos occur only in the reflexive term, e.g. Obiy.u.s 'I am
mistaken'.

"The present stern has an inserted
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ON Tlik: CLASSIFICATION OF III:SSIAN 73

rjov.ti rjovjd.tj roarir zjtfd.u.s zjildji.t .C.1 A repose en"
aatibji.tj C knock,'

class B2. Present stein in consonant plus J (see fn. 2), infinitive stern in consonant plus
-a-; accent C in present when last vowel of infinitive is stressed

koljehlj.0 koljeb6.tj A move strjekoC.6 strjekoht.tj chirp
ribljm (71b6.1j/ztbjl.tjl(inf. not used) rock rokoC.ti tokotA.tj roll, rear

groxoC.ti grosuti.tj crash, rumble
aosoe.6 xo.vot6. tj guffaw

kpti.tj whisper
topr...11 topt5.tj tread upon

kvoatA.tj cluck
trjepjezLti trjepIet6.0 palpitate, throb

kljevIetlid 1613114er

skrjefet6.0 grind the teeth
rop :C.t1 ropti.tj grumble
xlje.,*.ft xljest:t.tj whip
svjiCA svjist6.0 whistle

alistit.tj whip
brjc;.ti brjexi.1.1 bark

jeixa.tj plow
objart.tj he required

skat.ti FI:2176.1j say
ni.67a.tj smear

vjAt.ti vjAza.t; hind
rja.0 rjeta.tj cut
ljtiAt Ijira.tj lick
nj11.1i rijiza.tj string
or).15 or6.11 phew
ilj.t1s16.1j It send
stjelj.t1 Ftlii.tj spread,'

glo).d gloilA.tj gnaw
ska6.11 skakA.tj jump
plaC plika.tj weep
rniC.0 rilika.tj hackle

kljika.tj call
pljeske..tj splatter

Ecnrch
polo :4.11 polosk2t.tj gargle
clrendj.5 drjernet.tj doze
trj4)1j.ti trjejii.tj pull about, peel
;CepljAli teep:t.tj splinter

ICipit.tj pinch
Eiplj.0 sipa.tj scatter
opoyaA.G epoyas6.0 girdle
plja;.ti pljasi.tj dance.
Ce1.15 Ces..i.tj comb
tje;.t1 tjest.tj cut, hew
pji .G plis..i.tj %elite
prjie.0 prjAta.tj hide
a.'ettjcC.11 ICebjetd.tj waffle
;CekoC.6 I.:;.ekot..4.tj tickle
hormo6.6 borinot6.1j mutter
adopoC.4 NlopotA.tj bustle about

klokots.tj gurgle
ljepie6.d ljepjet6.1j starianer
The following verbs of Class DJ are also inflected according to Class I of the regular verbs.

The order of the present stems is that of Pskov.
dvjlgay.u/dviti.0 dvjtga.tj more
brIfj.u/brizgay.0 brlzga.tj sprinkle
confute u/rnurlikay..tt riturlika.tj purr
aniLubmtkay.0 xiiika.tj Whimper
ttlZ.0 A / alktty alkti.tj hunger, desire
tla.n/tikaym 19:21.1j poke, thrust
riskal.u/rlIC.0 Ilska.tj run about
itrolo4y.u/Nreunlj.0 A aromi.tj limp
oje,Z,m,ljcsk(y.0 pljeski,tj splatter

kAplj.u/hdpay.ii k6pa.tj trickle, drip
kr6pay.u/krtiplj.d A and C krApa.tj drip,

spot
kljeplj.tVkljepSy.tt kljcpi.tj siander; rivet
micC.13/mjet6y.ti mjet5.1j throw; baste

kuc5xtrt.11 cluck
kolivSy.n/koli;.0 ko/ixa.lj swr.)-
rnaviy.o/nrj.i.1 inaA.t) l :nn lisp
stradiy.u/str.ifd.tr stradttj suAcr

Class 133. Present stein in coriscnrtit plus ni- or -n, infinitive stem in consonant
plus a

ria)rn.G naaji.tj hire
iort.tj confiscalc

olmjimAl lin14.tj rn-bru cc
ve,jrn.ti vzjA tj i,ke

naCn.ti risCA.11j begin
PIM reap

fin.15 16.1j press
ann.fr mji.tj rumple

raFp36.0 crucify
Clara Ids. Present stem in vowel plus 41-, ionbil ire stern in vo,vel without -n-

ElAtI,11 stA.tj become, begin stin.0 st1.1j get cold
rastrj.ta.tt rristrji.tj Flick kljiii.0 klj utj cursor
djeli u djd.tj put

" The infinitive is irregular.
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CLASS C. PRESI,NT Er EM IN CONSONANT OTHER THAN y, INFINITIVE STEM IN
EAMn CONSONANT"

b s
grjob.d grjoaAjt BB row
skrjoh.d skrjos.1j1 1311 scrape
des

klad.d klis.tj BA put
krad.d krds.tj BA steal
pad.d pds.tj BA fall
prjad.d prlds.tj BC spin
brjod.6 brjos.tjl BB wandei
vjocl,d vjos.tjt BB conduct
bljud.d bljus.tjt BB observe
sj.td.0 sjes.tj AA sit down"
iJ it itji BB go" (suppl. past stem hi.)
ytd.0 yexa.tj AA ride"

g"-
biorjog.d trjorjta 1313 take care of
prjenjebriog.d -brIda B13 neglect
stjorjog.d stjorjda 1313 guard
zaprjog.d zaprjda 1313 harness
strjig.d strjia 13A shear

ljda All lie down
meg. ;Rya C13 be able -
1g.d Ida BB burn"

k
vljok.d vljda 1313 involve, attract
pjok.ti pjda Ms Lake
izrjok.6 iYrja BA BE speak
tjek.d tja 1313 flow
FICL.15 sjda BA chop
volok.d volda 1513 drag
tolk.d tolda BB shove (with inserted vowel)

.,

njos.d njos.tji BB carry
pas.d pas.tjl 1313 tend, herd
trjos.t1 trjos. Cif} 1313 shake, jolttrjas.d trjas.tji

t a
gojot.d gnjos. 111 BB press
mjot.d rojosiji BB sweep
izobrjot.d izohrjos.tjf 1313 invent
pljot.d pljos.01 1313 plait
cvlot.di crjos.ljt 1313 bloom
proat.11 proadstj BB (through)"
rost.d rastji 1313 grow"

t z

ljdzm ljdz.tj AA climb
griz.d griz.tj 13.k gnaw
polz.d polz.tjf BB crawl
vjoz.d vjoz.tj5 BB convey, cart

0
pliv.il pli.tj BC swim
sliv.d Ell.Lj 130 be reputed

ii.tj BC live
11,), Vrj olo, ors

kold.lj CA stab
polj.d pold.tj CA weed
porj.d pord.tj CA rip, flog
borj.4.s bord.t.ca CA struggle
mjelj.15 mold.tj CA grind

r jorje (past reg. with inserted vowel)
tr.d Ijorjd.tj 13A (past tjdr) rub
urnr.d urnjorjd.lj BC (past drojor, iirnjorli,

diojorlo) die
pr.d pjorj6.1j BA (past pjlr) trudge

CLASS D. l'imsEar ETLM IN FALATALIZED CONSONANT OR 8 OR I, riturzirivr. STEM
IN VOWEL orumt TITAN -i; W. 2D CUNIVGATION

(Vcrcas ARE. CILLD IN THE INFINITIVE ONLY.)
Class Dl. Preser4 stem in palatalirel consccatt other than I, 1.d, 1j, y, infinitive !dem

in same consonant phis -e-; ae.ent B in present except as noted
bdjd.tj be wakeful (St lacking)
bljestj6.1j glitter
bolidlj hurt (S3, 1'3 only)
vjeljd.tj order
vjettjd.ij 13 arid C turn
vjklje.lj A tee
vjisjd.tj hang
galdjd.1 j make a racket (S1 lacking)
gljadjd.tj look at
gorjd.tj burn

gudjd.tj drone
grjemjd.tj thunder
zavjisje.tj A depend
avjenj6.1j jingle
tri6 .1) see (et . class 1 zrjdy.r: rrld.ij ripen)
zudjd.tj itch
kipjd.tj eook
kiz..d.tj teem
koptjd.tj work hard (cf. class I koptjeym

kopljd.tj smoke)

"The reldriceintnt of the stein-fioal cons,maut Wore the phoneme tj of the infinitive
ending is indicated before each subgroup of verbs this class. The symboir BB, BA,
BC, A 1, etc. refer to the accent of the present and of the past res:-ectively.
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y7101.66.0 C look atkorp16.tj work hard
s.Jpj6.tj wheezerjaxtY.tj groan

tj fly taraxty.tj creak
tobjldje.tj A insult jerpjd.tj C cutler

pixtj6.tj pant, puff xrapj6, tj snore
svjorbj6.tj itch zajipj6.0 be hoarse
sjidje.tj sit xrustj6.tj crunch
skorbj6.tj grieve iipj6.tj Lisa
skrjipj6.tj creak Eumj6.0 be noisy
smjerdje.tj stink
Class D2. Present stern in .6-, -18-, ij-, or -y-, infinitive stem in same consonant plus -a-;

accent 13 in present except as ncitrd
brjen8.6.tj jingle stii.a.tj A hear
brjufj.el.tj grurnWe etoy.d.tj Stand
bur8.6.tj grumble stu1.6.tj L-ock
djor1.11.0 C hold lur1.6.1.,1 rustle
driebjelj.6.tj jar tor8.6.1,1 protrude
drol.6.0 tremble trje.16.6.tj crackle
di1.6.tj C breathe ur8.6.0 rumble
krji6.6.0 cry out vjerje11.6.tjk squeal
t1o1.6.tj lie vjerjef,6.6.tjf
rnol6.6.0 be Silent vor6.6.tj grumble
m6.11.1j whirl along svu6.6. tj sound
rni6.4.tj moo, low lulj.6.tj hum, buzz
pli16.6.ti squeak, scream fur6.6.1j ripple, purl
r16.A.ti growl, snarl

Class 1)3. Present stem in palatalized consonant, infinitive stem in plain
consonant plus -a-

splj.d spi.tj BC sleep
gonj.d gni.tj CC drive"

CLASS E. ANOMALOUS VERLS
c16.0 give xotj6.tj want
bjelti.tj run yes.tj eat


