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1. INTRODUCTICXN

Upon exsmination I realized that as the librarian in a high school
of 1100 students with one special education class, I was doing ncthing
to provide recreational reading for the special education youngsters.,
Doing the literature search, I fournd the following quotation which
seemed especially relevant to my study. Robert Vende, the authior of
a study on handicappcd. children, said: "For too many ysars, schoolmen
have tried to ignore the problem of educatirg hmdicapped children.
By and lirge, they have been successful - handicapped children have
not been well-educated by the nation's public school systess. In
feot, in nearly half of the nation's school districts, they have not
besn odut;,nud at all, But now this situation is changing fast.

State education depertments and the federal government . . . are
turning their attention and their pocketbooks to this neglected area.l
‘Ahat has the school lidbrary doms for handice.ped students to
keop pace with government planning and help? The answer to this is

practically nothinz. W%hy? There are several reasons for thas.

(1) Generally,librarians have besn spathetic to the situation. (2)
Publishers have not been aware of the interest in teaching hmdicapped
children or the necessity to publish certain kinds of materials for
use with handicapped youngasters. Materials have not been readily
available. (3) As Mende has indicated,the whole educational system
has ignored thea,

) This paper 18 concerned wdth one type of handicapped youngeter;
" ¢ the special education student. What are the characteristics

)|
Robart Mende, What You Should Know About Teach Han 4
M‘m (Rashington, D; C.1 Mansgeént Publishing "m-m—';,nl » Po Lo
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2
of special education youngsters? ¥hy has the school library failed

to reach these youngaters? «hat can be done to rewedy this problep?
#hat methods and meterials can be used by & high achool librarian in
a rural high school in the 1960's to make school a meaningful learning
experience for special education students? Ahat is the librarian's
responsibility to special education studentst

The hyvothesis o.f the study was that methods, media, and materials
are avaiisble for library use with specisl education students. The
paper provas this hypothesis to be valid by discovering btooks and
series of books being published today which can succeasfully bs used
by special education students, The study has been limited to recrestional
reading materials currently being published. Chapter V is the heasrt
of the study - an annotated list of suzgested books to purchase for
1ibrary use for the 1969-1370 school year for specisl education
students. The underlying purpose of this paper - purchase of recrea-
tionel reading materials for special education students - haes been
reslised. In round figures 31,000 will buy spproximately 4SO library
books of special appeal for special educatiop students. At this point
I have not beaen able to find a way to finance this project through
govervaent funding. There may be a way, and 1 plan to explore this
possibility. Thie Project is a . deginning. That pudblishers are
beginning o rea)isa the need for btooks in this area is helpful,
and & change will be exyected 4n the nmext few years,

4



II. THE SPECIAL EDUCATION STULENT

As a librarian, I felt it was necessary to understand the special
education student bafore I could attempt to build a recreational reading
1library for him. This chapter outlines what a special education student
is 1ike, how he functions, and makes suggestions for working with
special education students.

For educationsl purposes children with low intelligence nave
been clussified in the following W groups: 8low learners, educable
wentally retarded, trainable mentally retarded, and totally depsndent.
My school systen deals with special education students who are claasi-
fied as the sducable mentally retarded students. Thosﬁ students have
been clausified as such by observation of classroom teachers, by
testing in group intelligence tests, by psychometric examinations,
and finally evaluated indiviiually by a psychologist bafore Leing
identified as mentally retariec, yet educable students. Educadle
indicates that learning can take place -« at a slower rate than noreal.
1. Q.'s range from SU to 90, even though some school districtis use
75 as the cut-off point on the scale. The educable mentally retarded
(hereaftar referred to &s special educstion stucents) have the same
characteristics as their peers; generally, their differences sre in
degres, not in kind. In the past these children have often loat their
right to educstion. Todsy they sre incorporated inte the school
program in a variety of weys: self-contained ¢lassrooms = one, xmany,
or an entirs school} use of one sreacial education teéacher or 83 gany
as X0 or !0} corpletely separate curriculuam ¢nd schedile or partial

integration with reguler seoondary schedule (particularly in the areas

1
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of gym, shop, home economics). The programs vary tremendously in

scope and inclusiveness depending upon the plant, facilities, expendi-
tures, and faculty,

Instructors who have worked with these ntudents find that they
have many things in common.

(1) Nany of these children come from the #wrong side of the
tracks." Subaverage living conditions show then to bw
physically and culturally undernourished. Their language
is impoverished; their fanily's lack of understanding of
education results in poor motivation in school work.

(2) In regular classronm situations these students are classified
as behavior problems. Their behavior becomes unders:andable
when the conditions under which thoy function are considered.
They are confronted at home and school with tasks and expec-
tations they cannot carry out. They react in several ways:
they become very negativistic with teachsrs, children, and
themselves (often as a way of attracting attention)) or they
become very withdrawn or detached from tle world; or they
beoome very aggressive and hostile. Like norwal students
they want to belong, they want status, snd they want & feeling
of accomplishment. wban they are not able to tchieve these
objectives, they tecoms behavior jwoblems.

(3) These studants are not populer with their peers Licause of
their unusual behavior, However, grouming and physicel
cheracteristics often need attention and these matters
reinforce unpopularity,

(L) In langusge development the r@‘,tardod students are often
behind their peers.

(5) Cartain parts of a child's nature way progress whils others
do not; this often results in @ odd personality.

(6) Their minds act much slower than the minds of the norwal
youngsters, sven though their physical n&o of growth s
similar to the growth of normal children.

A basi¢e philosophy of special sducation is that students learn

bty doing} concrets materials and actual experisnces are inmportant

%ierbert Goldstein, The Educable Mentally Retarded Child im
%’% Elementary School (#ashingtoh, D. .t National Educatlon Kssoclation,
2}y PPe 12=llje



5
in their instruction., Academic subjeots should e presented to the

1imit of the child's capacity to learn to make use of each idea.
samiel A. Kirk, recognized authority in special education and author
of Educating Exceptional Children, outlinad the following learning

principles to be ussd when teaching or warking with spacial education
students:
(1) Progress from known to unknomn, concrete to abstract.

(2) Help to transfer learning from one situation to aother;
show thy child how to make gemsralizations,

(3) Use repetitions in a variety of ways.
(4) Stimulate learning through exciting situations,

(S) Reinforce learning by using a variety of sense rodalities -
visual, vocal, suditory, kinesthetdc,

{(6) Uso special materisls, supplementary rsterisla, and apecnlﬁzed
_instructionsl matericls for the child to leam efficiently.

Educators would probatly agree that these principles are good
onss to use in teaching any children. The difference vetwesn teaching
special education students and taaching normal studants is a difference
in degree not in kind, just as the difference between special education
students and norral students is a difference in degree ard not in kind,

Today's Educaticn (forrerly MNEA Journal) published an article

Ly Regis F. Crowley in the Jamuary 1949 issue. In "Teaching the Slow
lasmer® \r. Crowley gives supgestione of a slightly different nature
for helpin; slow students than the suggestions given Ly ¥r, Kirk.
Nr. Crowley was conoerned about child psycholecy when he indicated

tha' the slow-learning child needs his self-esteem restorad, Thess

35auel A. Kirk, Ldicating Excejticnal Children {Fostons
toughten 14:E0n, 19%2)) ErTe o |



children need praise and complinsnts; kindness, yet firmness, 1is
required. Never ridicule these students or permit others to. !{elp
the child to project into his future. Read inspirational passages to
him; help him to be realistic about after~achool plans. Realistic
goals must te set by students and teachers working together. Under-
standing, patience, and encouragemsnt are necessary in dealing with
these children.

To conclude this section or. the description of special education
students, & dictionary of education was consulted to dofine special
sducation students as educators classify thems To date the most

suthorjtative dictionary of educational terms is Dictionary of Edu~
cation by Carter V. Qood., Special education i defined as:

The education of pupils who deviate so fer physiocally,

mantally, or socially from the relatively homogeneous

groups of so-callsd "normal" pupils that the standsrd

curriculus is not suitable for their educaticnal necds;

involves the modification of the standard curriculun

in content, method of instruction, and sxpscted rate of

progress to grodde optimm educational opportunity for

such pupils. '

Authoritias have indicated what special education students are
1ike and that the curriculum for these studants should be a different
program {roa the one for norxal students. However, the main purpose
of this paper is to coepile and proocure a recreational reading progran
that will help special education students. Bt can & progras be

Justified for a small nuadber of students? One should consult the

hRngu F. Crorley, "Teaching the Slow learner,” (Tcdayr's Education,
January 1969), pp. LB=lQ.

Scarter V. Jood, Dictionary of Education (New York: Mcdraw-
RA11, 19L5)s Pe 381




1
school philosoihy for the individual school in juastion. Kany school

philosophies wauld probably have a statement 1rplyin3 or specifying
that each student is to be treated as an individual or considered as
an individual p-rson. The school litrarian's 3Bibtle, ALA Sghool Library

Standards, tells librarians indirectly that special cducuation students
are important - as well as other small or ninority groups of students -
in the following statementt "Lvery boy and girl within the school is
reached by the library program according to his individual needs.“6
Fron such phrs es a9 Ytreated as an individual? and "every boy and
girl" it seems ohbvious that a librarian has an obligation to supply
special educaticn students with materials in the school libdbrary -
naterials which a' ¢ on the level and interest of esach student. How
can a librariar i~ thisr I8 it possible to know the reading level of
materials witiou: examination of each piece of materiel? In terms
of recent resa:i-2 how can individual interests be considered when
librarians ar* u :ally working within a limited badgett Chapter I1I
will answer ror. { these questions while the fifthL chapter will

give inforwat, :out publishers, reading level, interest, price, etc.

6
American library Associstion, Stmdards for School library

Programs (Chicagol Anericen Library Association, I350%, Ps 15s




I1I1. EECREATIONAL REAOING PHOORANS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDLNTS

In the Nilson Library Sulletin of May 1967 Franklin Hardy wrote

a article entitled "Reaching the Nonuser.”" Jn this article ¥r. Hardy
says that in publie 11brafies especially there is still a widespread
belief that litraries contain only scholarly works. It is this
1ibrarian's observation that perhaps this is how apecial education
students feel about the library in the secondary school. Nom-achievers
(including special education students) perhaps shun the library be-
cause it represents sn accumulation of knowledge which threatens them.
The library is possibly a place ‘where they feel uncomfortable; hencs,
they avoid it.

lLibrarians recognize that information and knowledge is not all
book~centered or transmitted by reading. Tapes, filws, filmstrips,
and records play sn important role in the school library, or instruch
tional materials center as it is oftern called. All media must |
recognized as making a signii‘ican’ﬁ contribution to the learmning of
students of this decade. In lsarning situations for slow learning
students modern media and technology must be given their due credit.
Special education students, those with 1§w intelligence, learn easier
and better by such methods = and they enjoy'using the equipment.

#hat can liivarians utilize in providing recreational library
uaterlals for special education studentsy

1. An orientation session should be held in the library for the
special education students near the beginning of the school year.
The orientation would be similar to the one given for all new students.

It should be an informal session, welcoming them to the library,

e
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indicating the dasire to help with book selection, and glving infor-
mation about checking out books and audio visual materials. A se—
lection of simplified encyclopedias and dictionaries should be available.
Special education studentse, compared to normal students, are reluctant
to use naterials. Descrite to them what browsing tlrough magazines
means. DBecause of the format, the number of illustrations, and the

subject matter Amsrican 3irl, boys Life, Hot Rod, life, Look, Seven-

teen, Flying, Outdoor life, and Populer Xechanics should ve especially
appsaling to them., Tell them about tﬁe magazine Scope and show them
where it is located on the rack. This magazine, published by Scholastic
Press, is written for special educaticn students. The format is
appealing, the reading level is satisfactory, and the special education
tescher will encourage the students to read Scope. Explain in detail
how the students are permitted to use the library during the school

day. Be certsin that all students understand the mechanics of using
the library and getting admitted to the library. Do everything possible
to remove barriers or stumtling bloeks so that special education
students ‘~el free to use the lilerary,

It must be recognized at this point that for a special sduczstion
student to choose a book presents a tremendous probleme Tha individual
special education student night think, “Ahere smong all these books
is one that I can readv~ To eliminate this kind of frustration, a
rapport must be developed between the individual special education
atudent and the librarian. The special education student should feel
that the librarian is a pserson he can trust, a person who can help

him select a2 book, a person who can help him to find a particular kind

aed
b



10
of booK, not just any old vooke This kind of un:iefstanding between
the individual student and the librarian 15 the ultimate Joal and aim
of the library program. A one-to-one relationship must be established
if a recreationsl reading program for special education students is
to be successful,

To bc'sure special education students want to use the library
willingly -~ to secure reeyeational materials - a wealth of high-interest
low~-reading level books must be available. (These books can also be
used with remedial reading 3tudents). A later chapter of this paper
is devoted exclusively to publishers currently releasing materials
sppraopriate for recreational reading for slow learners and special
education students, A dependable book sslection aid, Booklist and

Subsoription Books, in March 1, 1969 issue, carried an advertisement

for Lerner Pull-A-~Head Books, books designed with the special education
students in mind. To my knowledge this has heen the {irst time an
advertisemsnt of books for recrcational reading for special education
students has been included in the recognized book selection aids.
Publishers reglize that librarians now want such books. Hopefully,
more will be on the market in the near future. Publishers have been
meking aveilable supplementary books to be used in the special educa-
tion classroomj and, as has been indicatsd, they arc now releasing
recreational materials as well,

then I contacted the Supervisor of Special Education of Somerset

County, Pennsylvardia, to discover what low~reading high-interest books
are available, I indicated to him that librarians should be given

information about publishers of recreational readins material for

=
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1
special education students. Classroom teachers of special education

have been kept up~to-date on all kinds of materials which are available
for slow learners, but their main interests have not been recreational
reading. Consequantly, special education students have been sﬁort
changed in this very important service. Last week each ochool librarian
in Somerset County received from the Special zducation Supervisor 2
118t of publishers which print recreational Looks for special education
students. The note with the list suggested that each librarian write
to the publishers to secure a catalog. In essence this is what I have
compiled in Chapter V and, as was indicated tefore, is the heart of
this project.

If sither the guidance counselor or spacial ~ducation classroonm
teacher do not make vocational information available for special
education students on their reading and understanding level, it seems
to me that librarians must see that such materials are available.

If the special education claus does not have a unit or course of
study on selection and/or thinking about life~after-school, the
librarﬁan will have to includs this as recreational reading. Follett
Fublishing Company and Science Research Associetes are two publishers
which offer vocational materials for slow learners, and the cost is
reasonable.

Rules for Lorrowing wnaterials should be as uncomplicated as
possible for the special education students, permitting slow readers
to take their tige in finishing a book. In conclusion, the main
concern of the librarian should be to make special education students

as comfortable as possible in the library.
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2. Tne special education classroon teacher and the librarisn must

work closely in an organic way to inswe the smooth cperation of the
program. Several things can be done. It has already been rentioned
that Scope should ie in the library and that assignments should be
made by the classrcom teacher for the students to use the nagazine,
The librarian should.know vhset the assignment is and be sble Lo nmake
certain the student is following throuszh and is doing the work adequately.
It 18 to be remembered that these students need praise and cormendation.
As each special education student begins to frequent the library, the
librarian must spend time with him to see that everything is running
smoothly. Psychological rapport is very important to the success of
this whole system, Frances A. Mullern ir “Special Education and the
School Librarianput the idea succinetly: “In serving handicappet;
students the librarian renders far greater individual guidance and
personal service than is usual for nonrmal students. "’

The spscial sducatinn teacher should work closely with the librarian
to soc f.hat the assignments which students complete in the library
are clsarly understood. Special education students, as other students,
should have the opportunity to continue class activities in the library,
to reinforce learning and to explare further and deeper , It would
be wide Af the librarian were alerted to such teacher-assigned situations
when they exist so that she can render assistance, When speaial

aducation students are doing reference work in the library, ths librarian

Trrances A. Yullem and ¥iriam Peterson, "Special Education end
the School Librarisnt A Cooperative Sarvice in the Chicago Public
Schools,® Vol. L7 (Illinois Libraries, May 1965), p. 410,

A
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i8 not concerned about the recreationsl reading program at the same

time. Dut if the special education students are to use the library
to seek out recreational materials, the librarisn must be willing
to help with reference work of all kinds to establish and continue
rapport with special education students.

For the reluctant (or beckward) students, a wealth of reading,
listening, and viewing material must be easily accessivle in the

classroom. The use of Classic Comics can be a way of catching the

interest of reluctant readers or non-readers. Classic Comics, avail~
able from 3ilterton Co., Dept. S, 101 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York,
10003, are comics featuring stories by the vorldle greatest authors.

A follow-up for comic books is the paperback book; paperbacks are
small, attracti?e, easily put in pockets or tags, and are available on
my reaiing level. (Ses Chapter V for the list of books available
from Hertzberg, the distritutor of permatound tooks.) rhen Daniel K.

Faeder, innovator of "The Reading Program That Voke Up Teachers" re-

ported abrut thiy program in his book Hooked on Hooks, he said that
softcover books are very important for two reasons: Y... the text
spprosch to learning does not have tc be limited to one anthology
or book, and the easy portability of softcovers make thum popular,
eagy to use, nice to pos«sss.“8 Thare will come & day when all the
interesting materials in the classroom will be exhausted. Then the
backwerd student will have to coms out of his shell and should be
guided to the library for more materials, I believe that even the

backward, shy special education student, through time and careful

SD‘mlol N. Fader and Elton B. McNeil, Hooked on Books (New Yorkt
Berkley Publishing Compsiy, 1968), p. Ll
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planning, can be enticed to use the librarv. 3y coming to the livrary,

the special education student can be directed in a recreational 1ead~

ing progxane
One small effort on the part of the librarian can help bring

special education students to the library. The librarian shculd see

that the special education classroom has a list of the new books which
are in the libtrary and are of interest to them. 1In this way, Jjust

am-other students do, the special education student will be able to

request & particular vook when he visits the library.

3. A veriety of nmaterial for individual special education students

must be available.
hausted, the county, regional, and/or state libraries can be contacted.

~hen the local library resources have been ex-

Books and records can be borrowed at no cost to the achool di_strict;
to get material on tape, the Loarrower furnishes a blamk tape. The
cost is m$nimal., Tappirse the resources of othrr libraries should
result in a variety of media on the level of interest and understand-

ing of each special education student. The multi-inedia approach is

recognized as a mood way to reinforce learning for all students.
Another means of borrowing materials outside of the individual

library is to enroll in the talking books progrem. To quali.ﬁt}‘ for

this program, the school must have & student enrolled with only 1/10

of normal vision. (The school nurse can be helpful in initiating

this program.) Many schools have one or more partially blind students.

To receive thesc audio materials and equipment, one contacts the county

offi88 for the blind. The representative I contacted indicated that

he d“zj't care that only blind children listened to the records.

—r——
K ko o i o g
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Talking books &re records of adults reading adult (or young adult)

level books and nagazines. Twenty-one current popular magazines are

recorded indluding lkeader's Digest, Ladies' Home Journal, and Lewsweek.

Adnittedly those may be above tte level of comprehension of special
aducation students, btut perhgps because they are delivered orally
there wi.11 be a greater degree of comprchension. There is a large
selection of records to choose from, and the quality of each recording
is excellent. In the local area the distribution of talking vooks is
handled by the Carnegie Litrary of Pittsburgh. It is relatively simple
to apply to Carnegie for racords of recent fiction and nonfiction;j '
postage i8 free. Therofore, there is no cost to the school district
for thia. progran. |

Talking books should have appeal for special education students
on the secondary level. The material is on the adult or young adult
levsl. For example, Up a Road Sloaly by Irene Hunt was a Newbery
Award winning story. Teenage girls of a Lth, Sth, or 6th grede
reading level would become frustraﬁed attempting to read this book,
but they will thoroughly enjoy the story of Julie, & sensitive girl's
development from age seven to high school graduation, via talking
books. Likewise tesnaze boys, at least in my school district, will
enjoy hearing Mountain Man by Vardis Fisher, a story of a fur traderts
love of’ nature and stniggle to sur*e, while most special education
boys would never think of reading such a book. iecause of the wide
range of interests racorded on talking booka, because current materials
are being recorded each ronth, and because of the ease in barrowing

thess recoxds, it is pdasible for each avecial education student to
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have his own hook to listen to. het better way i9 there to ful-

£111 the zeneral library zoal — to traat each person ss an individualy

4. There are other audio materials which can be made available
to reluctant readers. Good students from Reading classes or Lnglish
classes csn be encouraged to develop their pral reading by making
tapes of their favorite short sto-ies, poems, limericks, etc. These
tapes can be used by all students in the library including special
educetion studemts. Flizabteth Schwarta reported about her efforts
Yo produce a progras of tapes in a junior high school in Education
Digest Jaruary 1969, She said that the reader amd the listensr were
on a ono-to-one basia which, she felt, was the important thing in the
whole project. Again the cost to the achool district is very small.
A good educational practice is to have a carry-over from one depart-
ment or class into another in tha school rrogram. In essence, this is
what havpens when a student tape program is housed and used in the
school librﬁ.

5. Create interest in the library vhenever possible. Some special
education students are capable of being student librarians. Others
nay be willing to help‘ vith tasks in the library. Use volunteers
in as many library situations as possible. Special education students
in particular need tc be assured that they are needed, thaf they can
be helpful, and that they are appreciated. Little duties like helping
in the library are the kinds of things which help special education
atudents to feel important and they - as all teensgers - are looking

for atatus.

1&?
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This section of the paper has given suggestions for methods of

working with speciel education students in the secondary sclool
library. It is not intended to be conclusive or detajileds The ideas
in this chapter can be summarized by the following quotation by
Kermeth I. Taylor: “The nedd to explore, discover, and develop self=
reliance in the use of instructional materials is even greater for
the handicapped child than it is for his more fortunate reers. His
classroom should be furnished with a vide varisty of general, special,
end locally produced materiels with related equiprent for individual
and group study. He should have equsal access to the resources of the

achonl instructional materials cenber."9

9Kermeth I. Ta g > )
« Taylor, “Materials for Special Education,* (w
Library Sulletin, March 1967), pps 99-100, " (Riastamin

19
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IV. BOCK SEIECTION FGit THE SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDLKLT

"Pind books and materials that meet individual needs, interests,
and abilities for class work and nonacademic purposes, and discover
and explore new interests, ideas, and aspects of knowledgo,"lo is
the advice from Frances Henne for the school librarian who expects the
library to be the center for learning experiences. The keyword in the
preceding quotation is “individual." Special education students need
individual guidance and help in developing new interests. This is
the ‘ob of the librarian., onhere can she turn for help?

There are books and pemphlets avsilable to help the professional
librarian select books for the reluctant reader. Two books proved
especially helpfuls

Nader, Daniel F. an:i )cNeil, Elton B. Hooksd on Books.
New York: Berkley Publishing Corporation, 1368. 236p.
The dramatic proof that Dr. Fader's sweeping progran
for getting even the most bored and epathetic students

to enjoy reading will work. Included is a reading list
of 1,000 paperback books recommended for reluctant readers.

Stranz, Ruth, et al. Gateways to Readable Books. New York:
H. %. %ilson, 1966." 2L5p. Lth ed. An annotated graded
1list of books in meny fields for adolescents who find
reading difficult. Arranged under interest categories,
Adult and children's books are listed nhich will appeal
to junior and senior high school students. Jives the
reading level for each book.

Included here are lists of books taken from periodical articles,
pamphlet excerpts, etc., to help the librarian find availsble books
which can be used with special education students. These lists in

part would help the librarian mxith the reluctant reader.

10prances Herme, "School Libraries as Centers for learning
Experiences,” (National Education Association Journsl, March 1962).

N
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1. "Books for the Job Corps," Libr Journal, ksrch 1%, 1965,
ppe 1472-1477. A recreational booklist of 480 titles
grouped by areas of interest for men 14~21 years old.
Gives price but no indication of reading level. Eooks with
+ are reocommended for {irst purchase.

2. Armerican lilrary Association. Adult Services Division.
Committee on Readiing Improvement for Adults. "Books for
Adults Beginnirg to Read,".Booklist and Subscription
Books Bulletin, December 1, 1907. A selective 1list of
books, annotated, in three categories: materials at the
elementary reading level, materials at the intermediate
reading level, materigls st the advanced leval.

3. Empacher, Marjorie R. and Katherime 3. Trickey, “Busp-Sdsfisadi
Adult Books for Senior High School Students,* English Journal
(Date not included on reprint.) A list of books with simple
vocabulary and sentence structure, divided into thrse groupss
for girls, for boys, for gemsral interest. Indicated as
transitiongl books (from juvenile to adult), adult interest
books, and books for the mature student. These books have
proved to ve popular with high school students.

L. Pittsburgh Public Schools;"Books for Hemedisl Reading Approved
for Purchase 1961-196%,% No annotations but reading level
and reading interest are indicated. Arranged by Dewey.

5. Library of Congress, Division for the 5lind and Physically

Handicapped, washington, D. C., 20452,

(a) Talking Book Topics is & magazins of book news
designed Yo inforw reiders of devel vpmentsssgd
activities in library service for the Wind and
physically handicapped. It gives annotations about
new books and articles which have been recorded
recantly for distridbution to blind or handicapped
students.

(b)Talking Books Adult 1966-1967 is a comprehensive
catalog of btooks and materials which have been
recorded by volunteers to be used by handicapped
people, These records are organized according
to the Dewey Decimal System and conplete information
is given for ordering.

6. Pennsylvania State Library, Box 1601, Harrishurg, Pennsylvaria 17126,
“Recordings of the Spokan #ward.!
1isting of 800 titles of phonograph recorde available.
Catalog is dividsd into three parts: literaxy and
documentary, instructional, and children's.

7. Buresu of Instructional Materials end Services, Departnent of

Public Instruction, Box 911, Harriswurg, Pennsylvanis 17126
#"Tapes for Teaching Catalog.%

-
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Over SO00 recordinge which are desigmed to emrich in-

struction. Annotations and grade levels are indicatsd.
Divided by broad subject headings.

“A4ds in Selesting Books for the Reluctant Reader“ was prepared
for the Areriom Association of School librarians by John Bradbury,
Isabel McCaul, and Lois hatt. Free reprints of tais artiolo}n
available from the American Library Asscciation. This annotated
1ist i8 also helpful in choosing books for reluctant readers or
special !moation st\;denta.

willimr De outwell wrote en article which is helpful when the
litrarian is considering books for purchase for slos learners. In
“Motivating the Slow Leamer" Mr. Boutwell gave many ideas of things
to consider wien selacting books for slos learners. He said that the
material should not be didactic if it is to be @pgaling to these
youngsters. Ths important words should te repeated several times and
the there of the books shoiuld relate closely to the 1ives of the
teenagers. Sentences should be short with a minimum of dependant
clauses} verdb tanses should te simple anl pronounsd should be plared
close to the nouns. The subjeots of the bocks or stories should be
baman bteings and not atstract things or ideas. The style of writing
should be corversational. The reading shculd be gearsd to their grade
levels and it sho.ld t» recognized that theie are sepuau’my and
girl interests, Humorous storiss are vely popular and current movies
and TV hits spark their interest:, In Gemolusion ¥r. Doutwell says:
*They will real with joy snd understanding amd they will be motivated

to read by that which soves thon.'n

Llaillsem D. Doutwsll, "Motivating the Slow leamer,”* (Wilson
Lbrary Bulletin, September 1565), pps 1511, =

" e)
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In "The Slow Learner in the Sscondary School" Jack . Birch gives

additional suggestions for selecting re¥xeational uurtals in the
1idbrary for special educatiorn students, 'The vasic readiné skills
and the developrment of good recreational reaiing habits should be
encouragad. A realistic study of occupations is a high poimt of
intereat for these students, They can leam most effectively if they
are inwlved and *he materials are within their comprehension and
understending. The extensive use of films and other audio-visual
saterials is eneouraged.lz
Pinally, each librargan will have to make his or her own book
selection for this group dgptudents using the suggestiors which have
been given in this chapter ond remerbering the following criteria
for selecting printed arnd non-printed media:
1. Educational significance
2+ Need and value to the library's ccilection
3. Reputation and ssgnificance cf author or producer
L. Clarity, adequacy, and scope cf text or audiovisual presentation
s Validity, accuracy, objectivity, up-to-dateness, and appropristeness
of text or sudiovisual prescentation
6, Organisation and presentation of contente
7+ High derree of readsbility emd/or conprehensitdlity
8, High degree of potential user appeal
9. High artistic quality end/or literary style
10, uality format 1
1) Value cormensurate with cost and/or need 3
The next section of this puper ig the list of books, series, and
publishers that I a geoing to suggeat for purchase of recreational

reading for the special aducation stucenis in my high schools This

1255¢k s Birch, *The Slow learner in the Secondary School,®
(National &lucatiod>JolrHhl, October 1959), pps 26=28.

e e

13A1;9r1cu{ Aosociaticn of S;hc-ol fibrarians, Folicies and
Procedures for Selection of School library Materials (Chicago: American
Ibrary Kesoclation, 1951}, (A rejrint),

l)l‘
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informatiin has been gathered during the past ‘wo months; theocfore,

all of the books ere in print, which is important; the prescnt cost
18 known wshich is necessary in plarning & oudget rejquest far a school
Utxrary; and the descriptions by the publishers indicate that these
books can beca¥ the mucleus of & recreaticnal reading collection

for special education students.

04
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SPECIFIC MATERIALS AVAILABLE

Fearon Publishers
2165 Park Boulevard
Palo Alto, Califarnia 94306

as Pacemeker Books are olassroome-tested text-workbhooks and
supplementary reading materials for the educadble mentally
retarded, ths slow learner, the reluctant reader, and the
culturelly disadvantaged, These books provide material of
a high interest level and low reading level, gensrate active
response and btuild practicel vocebulary. The cost varies
from $1.00 t0 32.50. Thirtesn titles to choose from. §20.,00.

be Pacemaksr Story Books are well-aritten and deal with imteresting
realistiio e problems. The content of each is appealing to
any student of junior or senior hich school «ge. The list
included eighteen titles. All are $1.00 aach.

ce. Pacemaker Classics brings the nasterpienss of fiction aithin
The reach of the educablo mentally retarded, the slow learmer
and the reluctant reader. Tach edition retains the flaver
and excitement of the original high-interest novel while
mintaining an sverage reading ability level below Orade 3.
There are ten books on this 1ist for 31.75 each.

ALl of the infomation from Fearon Publishers s included in a catalog
entitled *Pacemsker Books for Special Education.”

2.

3

Blobe Nook Company
175 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10010

OlobeAdapted Classics are clothbound, illustrated editions of

the vita El literature of the past. In this series of 47 books for
the below-average or reluctant reader, much cf the flavor, plot
and characteritation of the origineis has Leen retainsd, At

the samm tima, difficult wvocabulary and involved sentence con-
struction have been eizmplified, and lengthy deseriptive and
introspective passages sbridgeg/s This series represents a serious
eoffort of the pudblishers to bring to 8lox learners in an inter-
esting, simplified farm the great literary works of our heritage.
Frios 18 $2,95 each or the complete set is }100.00

Frank F. ichards Publishing Coepany Inc.
215 Church Street
Phoenix, New York 13135

The main purpose of this company is ic supvly reaiing materials
for thess people whe csnnot achieve normsl realing scores.
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Thore are also series of books which would be useful for classroow
use with special educetion students, for horemaking and iuidance
classes or froup work nith slow readers. social studies classes
wuld e intorested in the series availadble on citizensidp, teen-
agers at work, and using money.

Oood Literature for the Slow eadsrs by Xartha C. v.eaver and llelen
K. Prevo. 1his serias oontains ten voluwes wiitl. such weli-knwn
books as Ivarhoe, Freckles, Swiss Family Rovinson, end Treasure
Island. T series has a realin; level ol tnird to fourth grade.
There is ut least one full-page color illustration per cunaptor.
The price is $5.95 per book or $59.50 for the set.

Ls Steck-Vaughn Company
P. 0. Box 2023
Austin, Texas 73767

This company offers several 1lines of books for use with adilt
basic oducation. Homever, only books for rocreatioral reading
ares annotated here.

The sof t—cover adult library books are designed to provide students
in adult vasic education clqsses (many of the secondary spscial
education studants are close to being adilts) with interesting
naterial that w1l hslp improve their readin: skills. Al the

seme tine, each of the Looks will give adults specific snformation
that will broaden thoir knowledge about situations they face daily.
Reading lavels are yrades L, 5, 6. There are 9 books in this
series, €la2li each to libraries.

The information from Steck-Vaushn 15 contaimed in the catalog
Adilt Basic Education 3ouvks.

5. Peans Vallsy Publishers, Inc.
307 dest Deaver Avenue
State College, Pennsylvanis 16801

Books which thia oorpany publishes of interest to libraries
deal with Pennsylvania history. Consideration has been given
to sentence s:ructure, sentece length, and wcabulary ad
concapt presentation. AL the same time, every effort has been
made to kesp the storias interesting and to present accurate
inoidents mnd actual recvrded words belisved to have been
spoken. There are 15 broks on Pemnsylvania shich would te
suitable for 1idrary purchase. The price range is froa $1.12
to $5.4h. The total cost of tha 15 books is $41.32.

o O
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Garrard Publishing Compuny
Champaim, Illinois 61820

This company offers a wide variety of books which will sppesl to
the imnature speciul educution student, but in selecting books
for the mature student, careful consideration is needed,

a. Folklore of the World Books are apuvesling stories with whole
hew worlds of adventure, and because of the range of interest
‘thoy extend far beyond the reading lsvel. Slow readers can
also share in the excitement of these new experiences. Read-
ing level is grade 3; interest level is grade 2 to 8. The
books are $2.59 sach or $31.08 for the set of 12,

b Pleasure Reading 3ooks are retold classics shich are ideal
Tor renodial reodin’ studenta., Thesa rature, well-loved
stories are written sikply enough so that slow readers are
certain to derive pleasurs not only from the story itaelf
wmt from the success of reading them. Tho price per book
58 82439 or tlie sot of 13 is $31.07,

The Oarrard Conpany 13 known for i1ts Dolch Z0oxs which are
designed to build sound growth in reading. aith careful
selection other books coul.d be used from the Jarrard catalog
with secondary students.,

Benefic Press
10300 4. Rocsevelt Road
Yestclester, I1linois 60153

This conpany has a large selection of books which ¢an be used
with slow readers who are mature claonologically.

8. 5a8ic Concepts Series of tooks 18 aysiaiatically arranged to
velop Gﬁerstm of today's aarld and its problens.
These books utilize the broad undsrstanding of today's children,
Tha 21 titles are available at 32.50 each or $40.95 per set,

b, Mystery sdventure Series is a high-inlerest series vwith a pgirl
as ons of the central characters. The actien anl :gystery
w1l hold the less able reader's irterests Each took is $2.60
of the complete set of & titles is §11.70.

Ce Sports tery Series contsins ..igh interest with action
packed mystery storias. They are partimularly apjecling to
older boys and girls #to are having a prodleam with realing.
The books are 32,20 esch or 86,60 for the set of U,

d. #orld of Adventure {eries are high interest tooks. Yrach
daring~packed bock comtines fact and fun Lo atimlate the
enthusiass and ima,Aination of every resder. The price is
82,20 each or $13.X for the set of 8.

ALY
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e. #hat Is It Series treats areas of science in a factual,
Thought-provoking matners Luphasis is on basif facts. The
conplets gset of 1,0 titles does not apply to secondary atudents.
Reocumended for secondary library purchase is a group o’ 28

bOOkO. $1.SO each.

f. loring and Understanding Series is a new series which will
contain 24 titles when complete. Each took explores a subject
in dopth, Wi th snecial enphasis on science processese The
text involves the readsr in an intinste, first person manner.
At 32,95 each tho complete set of 10 titles can te purchased
for 821.20.

There are other books and series of books which are availadble froa
Banefic Press which can be used successfully with special education
studmts., The information is contained in the catalog "Programs of
Substanca."

8. Lerner Publications Company
2l First Avenue North
Minneapolis, Vinnesota SSI01

Pull Ahsad Booxs are Special bLooks to meet special roeds. These
Righ-Interest, low wocatulary incertive rcaders comdbine a fourth
to sixth grade reading leval with raterial < intercst to the
Junjor-senior high school student. These tiographiss are written
in an easy-to-read siyle but the author does not talk down to
his reader. Thesc 16w titles can be purchased for $3.95 each or
the complcte set of 7 volumas for 323.70.

9. #ebster Jivision
Yedraw-Hill Book Zompany
New York, New York 10034

fisbater Lver,rouders, selscied fron the great literature of the
World, vere¢ wospled Uy language-arts exparts to the naeds of today's
children. 7The high intorest level of tnhese beoks makes it posaibdble
for pupils to rmad ithese stories easily, confidently, and with
great enjoyment. T(his psperback series of 20 twoks can ve secured
for abrut £1.90 each,

10, Hertzbery, New Method Inc.
Vandalia ioad
Jacksonville, Illinois 625%0

A series of 100 perma-~bouni paperbacks 15 availeble to teen-agere
with a high interest level Lut & 16w v-cabulary levels Each deook

s coded interest anireadirg lavel, The price #mges from
hﬁw H. gteao.h. These bocks are very colorful and extremely

diracla, Total cost of the set 13 814°.€9,

LN
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11, Holt, Rinehart and “inston, Inc.

303 Madison Averue
New York, New York 10017

£. High Interest dooks with 6th to 10th Grade Ihbe_r‘ﬂ Ilavels i3
' & group of books which Is Intended to help studenis discover
the pleasure of reading good broks written by top-notrreuthors
and 1)1lustrated by award-winning artists. These books aapture
the reader's interest in the {irst sentence ana holz it to the
last parazraph.

a, Seclence Fiction is a group of 21 books for $3.27 and 33,59
or & total of $71.90.

b, atery ani Adventure Series is a group ot 19 books priced
Ton $3.07 0 33,55 or the total cost is 364,15,

¢, Romance Series has seven books for $23.85 or 83,27 axd
33.;5 Tor individual titles.

d. Dog Stories is a group of 5 books for 33.59 and $3.79 sach
or the setl is $21.7L.

e. A Qroup of Biographies is a total of G books for $27.04.
f. Polk Tales 15 a group of L books for $12.L6.
g. Miscellaneous Books is a3 set of 4 for $313.72.

h, Pacesetter Jooks 18 a series of recreational reading material
Tor reluctant Seem=-age readers. #ith exoiting, original
plots, strerg characterization and good, direct writimg,
these bcoks are atult in format and content, yvet have a
rex4ing Javal at or balow the fifth grade. Lach of the
3avea Douks 13 available for 42,29,

12, D. 0. tlea®? Conpany
289 Colunbic Averno
Boston, Vassachusetts 02116

Teen-a7a Tales Bocks by Rath strang and others is a series of

T booka on the STh=0th grade readin: level and 3 books on the
3rd-lith grade lavel. 1hese nine wlwmes contain stories sbout
tranwgreras and Ltheir interests = slaries of rdventure, suspense,
sports, soience, anirals, achool 1ife, boy-sirl relaticnships =
all carelully ciosen for +hear wieal to the teen-x;er. The
stories are o1 & high schoel level of interest, lut an elementary
lavel of difficuliys Price 13 $2.95 each,

A tuadier's sanusl for esash tock c:ntains wany heiplul supyestiions

ani everaises fer resiinz skills developmert. Tids series of
books has teen introduced i:to mary special education clessrooms.

O
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13. Follett Publishing Compuny
1010 %ashington 3oulevard
Chiecazo, lllinois 60607

All-Star Sports Books 18 a series of books on the Lth to 6th
grads reaadinz level which gives information ahout various
sports and helpful tips far playing them. The cost of epch
book is 31.50 and ‘here are ten in the series.

1L Children's Press Ec.
1224 ¥W. Van Buren street
Chicago, Illinois 60612

Frontiers of Americaliooks are fast-moving stories aicut people
who participated in the development of Arerica, All of the
titles are by Edith McCall and are on the third grade reading
lovel. There are 9 books in the saet price:l at §2.5%0 each.

15, Mac¥i)lan Company
60 Fifth Avenue |
New York, New York 10011

Lands and Peoples Series is a grwup of brief, interesting
presentations of the land end people of many countries thst are
not 80 well known., The books, which ara on the sixth grade
reading level, are 32 each and there are 22 availavle at the
present tine,

16, Random House, Inc.
LS7 Madison Avenus
New York, New York 10022

dorld landwark Sooks are inviting tnoks; full of adventure,

T™his oceries tells of events an pecple whe hzve influenced world
history. The resding lavel is Lth to 6th grade, cost 1s $1.95.
23 books ere avajilable jn this series.

Random ilouss has a large selection of books »ith high interest
level snd low vocebulary selections, cataloged in "A (Quide to
Adalt and Young Adult Hooks."

Additional comparies which publish educational end/or recreational
reading materials for slos learnsrs whose catalogs I hove not receivads

Harr hagrer Publishing Company Special Children Publications
609 Mission Street Sealtle Sequin Schools 1Ine.
San Francisco, California 94105 71 Columbie Street

Seattle, dashington 93104

ERIC M
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Gary D. Lawson
Elk Orove Unified School Distrioct
)k Orove, California 95524

Orolier Educationsl Corporation
8hs Third Avenue
Nev York, hew Yerx 100é2

R. . Paxkifson and .cgociates
704 Wumford Drvive
Urbana, Illinois 61801

Jehn Jay Cenpany
625 E. L5th Street
Nex York, New York 10036

Mllicm £, Pedley
5653 Dana Viay

Josech Jiller
LOS San Fesqual Drive

Sacremento, Telifornia 95822

TOTAl COST FCR RECREATIONAL READING HMATERIaLSt

Alhaigbra, Californiaz 91031

$55+50

1l Fearon
Pacenaker Rooks (13) $20.00
Pacemaker Story Books (18) 18.00G
Facemaker Classics (10) 17450
2. Olobs (U7) $100,00
Te a. . oo
!;. Steck-Vaughn g9) $ 11.16
6. Penrs valley (1%) $ Ule32
6. Qarrard $ 62.15
Folklore of the ®orld (12) $31.08
Pleasura Reading (13) 31.07
7. Benefic $135.65
Basic Concepits (21) 340,95
Vystery Adventure (6) 11.70
Sports lvstery (b) 6.60
torld of advendure (3) 13,20
fhat 10 It (23" L42.00
Exploring snd Undsrstanding (10) 21.20
9, wWebster (¥ciraw) (20) $ 0.00
10, Hertsberg (luwu) $158.55

o



11. Holt ‘2500 89

Seience Fiction (21) $71.90

Vystery and Adventure (19) Ghels

Romance (7) 23485

Dog (6) 21.7h

Biographies (8) 21.04

Folk Tales (4) 12.46

Miscellansous (L) 1372

Pacasattar (7) 16403
12, Heath (9) $ 27.64
13. Follett (10) $ 15.00
1. Children's (9) $ 22.50
15. Nac¥illar. (22) $ Uhe00
16. Random House (23) 8

Total cost of tcoks '

Total nuaber cf books sugcested for purchase Lfo
Total cost of bosks suzzested for parchase §1092.11

79
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VI. COCINSINNE

Since I began this study on Jamuary 9, 15/, I have lsar.ed
msny things about special education students. I have begun working
with individuel specisl cducation students, to discover their abilitdes
and interests. The lack of recrvational materials for these students
was obvious, In Febraary, I oontacted the Sorerset County Library
and established a direct line of bLorrowing materials via the booke
mobile service. In some cases the Somerset library has not proved
adequate; consequently, contact with the State Library in Harrisburg
was injtiuted. Prior to my doing this projsct, inter-librsry loan
worvice was nct in oporaticn in our cchool system. Now it is, and
all students in all departmants of the school program utilise this
servioe.

Somerset County library doas net have an extensive collection
of records and tapes. 1 wrote letters to offices in Harrisourg to
get catalog inforration abcul torrovin: tapes and records fron the
State Librar;. The records I have requested have sta~tel to arrivey
the tape prosro: 15 roving & Jittle slower,

The cclwoi nurse eertanted Sorerzet (ounty 51ind Association end
it hes respenied. last weer: the executive M rector vlsm our school,
breuzht & rew racord plamre for our use, ani has declared cur school
cligitle ‘o receive the talriry; tooks. 1 have mads ‘he original
request for 25 tocks, end thit progran W11 be in opvration in the
very near future for the seversl partially dlind children that we
have tut 1% for the sreclial education children who do not always
Tturn on? to tooks.

2



I am in the procass of meparing tho book order for library
materials for <he next school ysar. all the wookywill te ordersd
vhich are included in ihe preceding chaper and 1 am looxay; forward
to helping in the recreaticnzl reaiing ples ifor the special education
students. I have ordered the magazine Scope, and I anticipzte that
it will te on the magazine rack before the sclicol year has ended.

This study has prove’ very helpful to rme already ani as I have
indicated, I am looking forvard to expansion ~f the 3pecial education
library program in the future. As a librarien, T do not have to say,
as I did in the bteginning of this paper, that I sam doing nothing for
the specdial educati~n students in my school., My question now is am
i d ing - or planning to do - all I can for the special oducation

students of our school system?

A
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