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Cver the years, Japan has revamped her education
system a number cf times. With the coming of the U. S. Education
Mission in 19.46, she turned her schools toward democratization. The
major aims of this reform program in education were: 1) the
elimination of militarism and ultranationalism; 2) democratizaticn;
3) modernization; and, 4) decentralization of education control.
Specific reforms included: 1) the provision of greater equality of
educational cEEottunity through the conversion of the multiple-track
into a single-track system; 2) an additional three years of
compulsory education; 3) coeducation at all levels; and, 4) general
education at the secondary and higher levels. To train intelligent
participation in a democracy, a new content was introduced --notatly
social studies at the elementary and secondary levels. During the
present period, some of these goals and reforms have been modified,
however, the essential goals remain: suiting education to life,
helping the individual to develop his ability, and the goal of
freedom of speech and action. (SEE)
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Highlights
Chapter IEducational Philosophy and Poli-
cyindicates 3 epochs of Japanese education,
and presents an overview From time of the 1872
Education Code to present.

Chapter IIEducational Opportunity offers
some comparisons of such opportunities during
each of the three epochs.

Chapter III Administration and Supervision
highlights issues of centralization and decentrali_
zation.

Chapter IVCurriculums, Teaching Methods,
and Textbooksdescribes changes in these three
fields, together with related Facts.

Chapter VHigher Education, and Chapter
VITeacher Educationindicate various swings
of the pendulum to and from responsibility to the
State and responsibility tr. the individual.

Chapter VIIVocational Education, and
Chapter VIIISpecial Programs offer discus-
sions concerning developments in these newer
specialized fields.

Chapter IXSocial Educationviews the Japa-
nese equivalent of adult education and reveals
Japanese genius for organizing its citizens in
out-of-school activities.

Chapter XIn Brief Reviewfocuses upon the
rise of Japan's modern education.
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Foreword

THIS STUDY, one of the Office of Education series on
-I- education in other countries, is the third to be published

as a result of on-the-spot reporting on Japanese education in
its own setting. The first of these studies was the official
report to the Japanese Government made by David Murray,
a Rutgers University professor who went to Japan in 1873
as National Superintendent of Schools and Colleges and as
advisor to the Department of Education in establishing the
first modern educational system in that country. That. report,
published in 1875, provides a firsthand account of the begin-
nings of modern education in Japan.

In 1900 Robert Ellsworth Lewis, a citizen of the United
States of America residing in Shanghai, went. to Japan to
survey the educational scene. His report was published that
same year.

'The author of this current Bulletin. was in Japan for vary-
ing periods. From 1929 to 1935 during the prewar years, he
was a teacher in the Japanese Government higher schools;
from 1946 to 1949 he was civil education officer on a Regional
Military Government team working with educators in south-
ern Japan. For purposes of studying the current Japanese
educational system in relation to that of earlier periods, the
Office of Education sent him to Japan in the spring of 1957
to visit schools, confer with Government officials, educational
leaders, teachers, and others directly concerned with education.
From them all came invaluable assistance on this project.

It is believed thal this bulletin will provide useful infor-
mation to educational and other groups and to individuals
interested in Japanese education and its unique historical
background.

United States Commissioner of Education.
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CHAPTER

Educational Philosophy and Policy

Introduction: Three Epochs

ALL JAPAN, figuratively speaking, is a school. Alert and eager
to learn, the Japanese place education high in their value sys-

te and are willing to make sacrifices to obtain it. From their
Confucian heritage they gained deep respect for learning and for
the scholar and the teacher.

Teaching is an esteemed profession. Sensei (teacher) is a term
of respect applied not only to teachers but to doctors, lawyers, and
any honored elder. A textbook used in the temple schools of the
feudal period Dote -Ii yo or Moral Teachings for Childrende-
clared: "Pupils should follow their teacher at a distance of 7 feet,
so that they shall not even tread upon his shadow.'"

An aspiration of the Japanese for themselves and their children
is to get education. Even among children, school is considered a
privilege to be anticipated with joy. The Japanese youth will say,
as one said to this writer: "To go to school was my greatest pleas-
sure, and study was my play."

After the Emperor was restored to the throne in 1868 ( Meiji
Restoration), Japan determined to modernize. Within a short gen-
eration (1868-95). the Nation lifted itself out of feudalism into the
status of a world power. This swift, far-reaching modernization is
explained in no small part by Japan's educational system.

The group of 55 young men who led the Meiji Restoration and
inaugurated the modern period saw the school system as an instru-
ment of national policy. The schools could teach loyalty to the
Emperor, patriotism, and national unity, they maintained. And
the schools could provide technicians for the reform program by
which the leaders intended to modernize the country. In bending

Translated from : Hatiawa llokilehl, Zoku Ounitho MO, ITokyo, Zoku (latish° Ruth'
Kauseikai), :12 It, 6-9, Shown 2. illoklield 111111111W11. compiler. A (71assified Collection of
Myriad Works, Coat imwd, Tokyo, the CI JJJJJ /Inter of the Classified l'olleeflon, 1927. Vol.
:12 B, p. f1 -9.]



2 JAPAN : THREE EPOCHS OF MODERN EDUCATION

their efforts to the building of a strong Nation, the leaders planned
a utilitarian education for their people. Almost literally, the Na-
tion went to school. And the Japanese continue to go to school
and to be among the world's apt students.

In the educational and intellectual history of modern Japan since
the Restoration, three relatively definite movements may be indi-
cated as follows: (1) The introduction and development of mod-
ern education, hereafter referred to in the text as the Initial Mod-
ernization Epoch (1872-1937) ; (2) the conversion of education to
the needs of a nation at war, or the "Wartime Epoch (1937-45) ;
and (3) the building of a new democratized system, or the Democ-
ratization. Epoch (1945 to the present). In dealing with such his-
torical movements, the writer has found it necessary to keep the
epoch dates somewhat flexible, and there will be some overlapping
and some gaps here and there, from epoch to epoch. Accounts of
the Wartime Epoch appear for the most part in chapters I end 11.2

During the early part (1872 to 1886) of the first epoch Japan
built considerably upon the pattern of Western thought and insti-
tutions to create her first modern educational system. Then from
1886 onward she revised this system to conform more nearly to what
she considered native values and dedicated it to serving the interests
of the State. The modernization during the initial epoch was largely
made possible by development of a national school system and the
consequent almost universal education and literacy.

With the coming of the second movement indicated, or th.?, War-
time Epoch, there was an isolation of school and society from earlier
influences and a conversion of the schools to a wartime program.
The third, or Democratization Epoch, has two indicated phases:
Japan's building a new democratized educational systemfirst, un-
der.the Allied Occupation (1945 to 1952) ; second, under Japan's
responsibility and with some modifications since the peace treaty
went into effect (1952 to the present).

This bulletin presents an abridged view of the education pattern
and its developments during the three indicated epochs. Only his-
torical volume upon volume can offer the full view of education in
Japan.

Initial Modernization Epoch

When Japan entered the modern world, she had been imbued for
centuries with the traditional philosophy of Confucianismespe-

2 Then' epochs, or periods, are adapted by the author from the historical outline found
in Ministry of Education. Relocation in Japan, Graphic Prencntation: 1957 (Tokyo, the
Ministry, 1957), p. 17.



EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND POLICY 3

cially the ('hp -hsi School front Sung China, which taught respect.
for the past and the established system and obedience to authority
and loyalty to superiors. The school curriculum featured the Con-
fucian classics; many of the teachers were Japanese Confucian schol-
ars. Confucianism in .Japan, as in China, was less an abstract phi-
losophy than an ethical system, for it had to do with the practical
affairs of life such as government, social relations, and education.
Linder this philosophy, society was hierarchical with fixed bonds of
duty and affection between lower and higher members, such as sub-
ject and Emperor, pupils and teachers. The purpose of education
was not limited to imparting useful knowledge. Training the char-
acter of the student in moral virtue through study and emulation of
the great souls of the past was emphasized.

Conservative Confucian doctrine as developed in Japan, with its
acceptance of the authority of tradition and its demand for loyalty
above everything else including filial piety,3 became an integral part
of Japanese culture and was interpreted to meet the demands of
each period. Loyalty, which in feudal times had been to the imme-
diate lord, was transferred through the instrumentality of the
schools to the person of the Emperor.

With the opening of Japan to Western thought, the literature of
Confucianism was temporarily put aside to enable the people to
master a great body of practical information in a brief time. Edu-
cation, which had been a byproduct of moral training, became one
of the major purposes of life. It was no longer a private road to
accomplishment for a few, but an essential preparation for youth to
take their part in building a modern State. There was little time
for esthetics. There was pressure to acquire knowledge so that
Japan could grow strong and face other powers on equal terms.

National unity was created out of the localism of loyalty to feudal
lords through teaching loyalty of the people to the Emperor. With
his position as the focal point of the reform movement, there was
issued in the Emperor's name, a policy statement setting forth the
principles on which the Imperial rule would be based. While the
battles of the Restoration were raging in 1868, the young Emperor
made an oath before "The Celestial Gods and Terrestrial Deities"
which constituted a Japanese Declaration of the Rights of Man.

3 "Morals" (Shushin) textbooks taught that filial piety was subordinate to loyalty to
the Emperor, and included in it. One of the interpreters of the Imperial Rescript on Edu-
cation states: "In Confucianism [in Chinn] ... filial piety is more generally emphasized
than loyalty. In Japan. on the contrary, loyalty is a far greater virtue than filial piety."
Tetsujiro Matte. The imperial Rescript on II:duration and ('oaf meianinno. as quoted in Kiyoko
Takedit Cho, Christian Criticism of Traditional Japanese Ethics in the Meiji Period Mania',
Japan. International Christian University, 19511]. p. :12. (Mimeo.)

.,042!....16."..".}7gRron"



4 JAPAN: THREE EPOCHS OF MODERN EDUCATION

The fifth article of this Charter Oath of Five Articles fixed the
purposes of national education :

Wisdom and knowledge shall be sought all over the world in order to estab-
lish firmly the foundations of the Empire, Wokutall.4

After the military campaigns had brought a measure of peace
and stability, the leaders turned their attention in 1870 to the task
of carrying out the Charter Oath in the field of education. An
order went out to local officials to send their brightest young men
to Tokyo for dispatch abroad as students. The old temple schools
of feudal days were closed in preparation for a completely new and
modern school system. On July 18, 1871, a Department of Edu-
cation was set up and vested with authority over educational and
cultural matters. This step was to fix the pattern for the next 74
years for a central control agency at the top to plan the educational
structure and administer the school system.

The new Department drew up an ambitious outline of a national
system of 4-year compulsory and universal education with it view
to unifying the people. The educational ordinance, called Gakusei
(Educational System), was promulgated on September 8, 1872.
Following a pattern of centralization similar to that of the French,
it divided the country into 8 collegiate divisions in each of which
was to be a university. Each division was subdivided into 32 mid-
dle or high school districts and, at the local level, each middle
school district was to have 210 elementary school districts, for a
grand total of 8 universities, 256 middle schools and 53,760 elemen-
tary schools throughout the country.5 The magnitude of this plan
is evident when one realizes that up to this time schools were in
temples, and teachers were priests and a few ronin (unattached
samurai) whose method of teaching was individual tutoring of a
few select students. It was, therefore, impracticable to put this
plan into immediate effect. The code was merely the outline of a
system to be carried out as circumstances permitted.

As stated in the outline transmitted by the Minister of Educa-
tion to the Commissioner of Education in the U. S. A., the aim
was to make a practical education available to all. In a rigorous
departure from the old ways, the Japanese Government emphasized
the importance of developing the mind of each individual:

There have been schools in Japan for many years, but from their imper-.
fection or misdirection, they benefited the upper classes only. Farmers,
mechanics, traders, and women were left in ignorance. Even among the

4 Chitoshi Yanaga, Japan Since Perry (New York, McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc.. 1949).
p. 49, Over the years Kokutai came to mean a mystical faith in tho Emperor-State and
in ti* sum total of national characteristics.

5 Baron Dairoku Kikuchi, Japanese Education (London, John Murray, 1909), p. 72.
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upper classes, education WitS very imperfect, 1111(1 more devoted to 11rt, lit-
erature, and useless discussions than to anything practical. The new
school-law alms at leaving none in Ignorance In any class, male or female.°

Japan seemed in a strategic position for attempting a moderniza-
tion program. She began to survey what the world's cultures had
to offer and to choose what suited her best. She brought in French
experts to help write a criminal code and to teach strategy to the
army; English experts to help build railways, lighthouses, and tele-
graph lines, and to organize and train a navy; German experts to
help set up local governments and establish medical schools; and
she obtained United States' assistance in developing a postal service,
scientific agriculture, and school system.

The .Japanese had looked at the school system in the U. S. and
felt it best suited to their needs, for they believed the U. S. had
conic nearer to solving the problem of universal education than any
other country at the tibie by its development of "the common
school." In 1872 the Japanese Government sent to the West a
mission under the leadership of Prince Tomomi lwakura, prima-
rily to get treaty revision and secondarily to learn about. the edu-
cational systems of the Wrest. The letter of credentials that Prince
Iwakura carried front the Emperor to President Ulysses S. Grant
said, after mentioning treaty revision:

It is our purpose to select from the various institutions prevailing among
enlightened nations such as are best suited to our present condition, and
adopt them, in gradual reforms and improvements of our policy and cus-
toms, so as to he upon an equality with them."(

Representing education on the mission was the First Senior Sec-
retary of the new Department of Education. Fujimaro Tanaka, and
five of his assistants. They were greeted in Washington by .John
Eaton, Jr.. then IT. S. Commissioner of Education. who took a per-
sonal as well as an official interest in aiding them. He set up a
program of school visits anti collected an assortment of educational
documents, including university catalogs, reports from the States
and from Canada, school laws and statistics, and pamphlets on such
subjects as special education of the deaf and mute. Commissioner
Eaton also assembled a small library of professional textbooks, in-
cluding the works of Horace Mann and Henry Barnard and spe-
cialized subject-matter books such as object lessons [Pestalozzian
method], the normal school, graded schools, and the like,8 which

o [Department of the Interior. Bureau of Education.] Report of the Commissioner for
the Year 1876 (Washington, U. S. Government Printing Office, 1873), p. 538-39.

7 Kengl Hamada, Prince Ito (Tokyo, San,eldo Co., 1939), p. 85-88.
Letterpress Copybook. Letter of Sohn Eaton. Jr., to P. M. Tanaka. dated May 7, 1872.

Papers of Commissioner John Eaton. Washington, U. S. Archives, Vol. V,
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the Mission took to Japan. There they were translated and used in
setting up the new national school system.

While the Iwakura Mission was en route to Washington, Japanese
Charge d'Affaires, Arinori Mori, who had been impressed by the
public education system in the United States, anticipated that edu-
cation would be a major interest of the mission. He addressed an
identical letter to a number of persons in the U. S. requesting their
advice for Japan. He received 12 detailed answers from college
presidents, professors, State superintendents of schools, a clergy-
man, and a member of Congress. These appeared in an 1873 book
which became a general guide to policy in forming the new school
system.

One of the replies, from a professor at Rutgers College, David
Murray, stressed the importance of adapting the educational sys-
tem to the national culture:

There are traditional customs which it would be unwise to undertake to
subvert. There are institutions already founded which are revered for
their local and national associations, which without material change may
be made the best elements of a new system. Every successful school sys-
tem must be a natural outgro\s th from the wants of a nation.9

These words from a cultural relativist surprised the Japanese
mission which wanted quick rest.ts. It employed Dr. Murray as
the first National Superintendent of Schools and Colleges and
Adviser to the Department of Education, at the then munificent
salary of 600 yen per month (about $300) plus travel expenses to
and from Japan, and an unfurnished Western-style house.

Murray began his work of assisting the Japanese in 1873, just
about the time Tanaka, the Japanese official charged with admin-
istering the new system, returned from his trip. For 51/, years,
the two formed a team in the building of an educational system.

Murray's work included planning courses of study, inspecting
schools, and providing advisory assistance in construction and
equipment of school buildings. Consistent with his earlier reply to
Arinori Mori's inquiry, he opposed a plan by Mori to replace Japa-
nese with the English language and urged, in order to "naturalize
education," that textbooks be written in Japanese to replace the
ones from the U. S. then in use,1° and that Japanese teachers be
trained to replace the foreigners. He advocated new facilities for
the training of teachers, helped introduce the 1-month teachers'

9 Education in Japan: A Series of Letters Addressed by Prominent .4 merleans to Arinori
Mori (New York, D. Appleton and Co., 1873), p. 101.

10 One of the few Indigenous texts was the Outline of Japanese History published In
1872 by the Ministry, primarily containing the names of the Emperors of Japan.

mensemmare,TreAlseSses4r:e(sers(SeMlipseele."99, rr.....77.77.117177..
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institute for training the Confucianist-oriented teachers in new meth-
ods, and advocated the education of women.

A normal school was established in Tokyo in 1872 to provide
teachers for the new national system. Another U. S. citizen, Marion
M. Scott, formerly an elementary school principal from San Fran-
cisco, was brought in to instruct the Japanese in teaching methods
for elementary schools. He taught English, demonstrated teaching
technique, and supervised the practice teaching of a group of ma-
ture normal school students, in at laboratory school attached to the
normal school. Most of the graduates went into teaching in the
prefectural normal schools that were soon organized throughout the
country.

In 1876, 1)1.. Murray accompanied Vice-Minister Tanaka and a
mission of Japanese educators to the Centennial Exposition at Phila-
delphia, and helped them make a comparative study of systems of
education from the various national exhibits there. The Japanese
acquired many of the exhibits by purchase or donation. The mis-
sion then went on to Boston, where it spent a week inspecting the
public schools. At a cost of about $10,000, Tanaka purchased a set
of furniture and teaching materials then in use in the Boston schools.
He also commissioned the city architect to prepare comprehensive
plans for a primary and a secondary school for reproduction in
Japan. These plans and equipment were the basis for the con-
struction in September 1877 of an educational exhibit, in Tokyo,
containing classrooms equipped in Western style, and destined for
use as models for Japanese schools.

Fully as important perhaps to the modernization process as the
bringing in of Western experts was the program of sending out
young people to other parts of the world to seek knowledge, as
urged by the Imperial Oath. Between 1868 and 1877 about 500,
including 5 women, were sent abroad. More than half of them
came to the IT. S. and specialized in education, science, engineering,
and law.

Three young men came to teacher-training institutions in the
U. S. in 1875, where they studied the progressive philosophy and
techniques of the Swiss educator, Pestalozzi, then gaining popu-
larity." One of the trio, Hideo Takamine, went to Oswego State
Normal School, fountainhead of Pestalozzianism in the U. S. Upon
their return to Japan in 1878, the three men published texts on
progressive methods and assumed top positions in the new higher

1 According to his teaching. Instruction should be in conformity with the natural de-
velopment of the child, and learning Is best achieved through sense experience with objects,
models, and specimens, rather than rote memorization of abstractions.
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normal school, where they introduced the theory and practice of
Pestalozzi. Later, an American woman, expert in Pestalozzian
teaching, was employed. The paradox in this development is found
in the fact that the Western nations were hesitantly sampling a
freer type of education than was then in vogue, while the Japa-
nese, whose tradition was authoritarian, were boldly seeking the
most progressive type then known.

In one part of Japan particularly, Hokkaido in the far north,
the influence of the U. S. during this period seems quite marked.
U. S. Commissioner of Agriculture, Horace Capron, headed the
group to help plan agricultural development there. Even now the
countryside with its extensive farming, its silos, and farm animals,
resembles New England.

Here also survives the memory of the educator, William S. Clark,
president of Massachusetts Agricultural College. When the Iwa-
kura Mission visited New England, its members had. observed the
recently established land-grant colleges which provided a combi-
nation of vocational and military training. This plan struck the
Japanese as useful to Japan in teaching the people to feed and to
defend themselves. Accordingly, they invited Dr. Clark to come
to HoUtaido and head the Sapporo Agricultural School, which later
became Hokkaido University.

During his stay of 8 months, Dr. Clark helped to introduce scien-
tific agricultural education and military drill, and through extra-
curricular activities, made Sapporo School a source of Christian
leadership in Japan. As he was leaving Sapporo oo horseback, he
turned in his saddle and said to a small band of devoted students;
"Boys, be ambitious." This simple admonition struck a responsive
chord among Japanese youth and became one of the mottoes of
schoolboys throughout the Nation, remembered and quoted to this
day.12

The 19th century Japanese educator, Yukichi Fukuzawaborn a
samurai and reared according to the strict feudal code of behavior
visited the U. S. and Europe just before the Restoration. On his
return to Japan lie devoted himself to the founding of a Western-
type school (which later became Keio University) and to the spread
of information about the West. In his teaching and writing he
emphasized individualism, self-respect, and social interest. His
book Seiyo Jiji (Conditions in Western Lands) was widely used.
Among, other writings, he brought out a series of 17 pamphlets on
education arguing for a practical utilitarian education.

12 Hokkaido University. with an enrollment of over 5,000, has it RBA Society (Boys, Be
Ambitious), a bust of Clark on the. Campus, and a William S. Clark "Farewell Monument"
bearing the motto.
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Despite the efforts of the team of Tanaka and Murray to make
their plan work, it came under severe criticism by those who op-
posed the cost of modern schools and preferred the traditional tutor-
ing of feudal times. It was too early; the new Government was
not yet firmly established and p3ople questioned centralized control.

Tanaka, then Vice-Minister of Education, had noted the solution
to the problem of school control in the U. S.the local school board,
placing responsibility for support and control upon the community.
The two men drafted a second educational ordinance promulgated
in 1879, which attempted a measure of decentralized school con-
trol by providing for popularly elected educational affairs boards
(gakumu iin) in each town and village. These differed from the
plan in the 13. S. in that they were under the Prefectural Gov-
ernor, with the central Government retaining final control."

The public reportedly interpreted this move as a Government plot
to shift the burden of school support to their shoulders; they closed
some schools and consolidated others. As a result, fewer children
went to school, and the education of girls was dropped.

In the meantime, the Confucianists had been gaining power."
With their active support, the Educational Ordinance of 1880 was
promulgated, giving the Government control again. The revision
modified the power of the boar ds by making them appointive by
the Governor instead of elective by the people. It specified exactly
what the Governor should do. From then on the central Govern-
ment accepted responsibility for the support of elementary educa-
tion and has continued to do so.

Tanaka resigned. Murray had completed his employment in
Japan, and had gone home. The departure of these leaders from
Japan's educational scene marked a transition from what may some-
times be called the initial influence of education in the United States
upon education in Japan.

Yet in the new schoolhouses modeled after those of Boston in the
187C's, Japanese children sat at desks instead of on the floor; they
used blackboards and chalk, slates and pencils; charts, and wall
maps were in evidence. Various texts were translations of the
moralistic schoolbook's popular in the United States at that time.
Japanese students returning from the United States filled key posts
in education, including the presidencies of Tokyo and Kyushu

18 For fuller treatment, see : Fred N. Kerlinger, Educational Affairs Boards : Precursors
of Modern Japanese Boards of Education, History of Education Journal, 5: 91-96, Spring
1954.

141u 1878 they were credited with persuading the Emperor to Issue an Imperial ,Dirce-
tive on Education. It reversed the purposes of his Imperial Oath, which had urged the
People to seek knowledge outside, and it told them to look wIthla for the basis of their
morality in traditional Confucian values.
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perial Universities, Tokyo Higher Normal School, and the private
higher institutions of Waseda and Keio.

That all this did not entirely fit the Japanese cultural require-
ments is evidenced by the next phase of Meiji educational his,':ory.
By 1878, reaction was setting in. Manners and morals had been
taught orally from the beginning of the modern school system, in-
cluding lessons on virtue in the classic Confucian sense; namely,
filial piety, propriety, and loyalty. The Western education had
tended to depreciate formal treatment of this subject as a separate
course in the curriculum. Japanese Government leaders had bef:ome
alarmed at the independence of the students and were hearing de-
mands for a return to the Confucian-ethical base of education. The
Department, in writing the new Educational Ordinance in
made morals a required course. Under the direction of retired 1.rmy
officers, it also introduced military drill to some classes in public
school, "for the reason that it was useful as moral and intelle tual
as well as physical training. "

Toward the end of the same year schools were forbidden it. use
books containing materials "dangerous to national peace or injwous
to public morals." To provide guidance on approved subject
ter the Department began to compile a series of standard text. for
the various subjects which included the principles of loyalty and
filial piety, a traditional part of Japan's ethical ideas. The Con-
fucianists responded by writing books, making speeches, forming
societies, and assuming positions in the Department of Education.

In 1885 Arinori Mori, ex-diplomatic representative to the U. S.,
was appointed Minister of State for Education in the cabinet of
his friend Count (later Prince) Hirobumi Ito.

One of his first acts was to write in 1886 a series of education
ordinances to replace the single code of education of 1880. These
ordinances provided a uniform, standardized educational system un-
der centralized control of a Ministry of Education and male 4
years of school compulsory. They became the basis for the mod-
ern system. For it, Mori stated the revised object of education
when he said : "In the administration of all schools, it must be kept
in mind, what is done is not for the sake of the pupils, but for the
sake of the country."1° Schools, he held, are places to build loyal
subjects, who will become resources in bringing about the prosperity
of the country, and the main method of building such subjects is
morals education and military training.

its Kikuchi, op. cit., p. 333.
16 G. B. Sonsom, The Western World and Japan (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1950),

p. 459.
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Several years before in Paris, Mori and Ito (who later wrote the
Meiji Constitution) had discussed problems Japan facedthe Con-
stitution the Emperor had promised and the educational system then
under attack. "It is highly probable," says Sansom, "that the edu-
cational policy introduced ill 1886 was designed by them in con-
sultation so as to harmonize with the constitutional principles, par-
ticularly the doctrine of the supremacy of the state, which Ito
planned to embody in his draft."" The educational reforms he
introduced, which fixed the pattern for schools during the epoch
extending through World War II, reversed the program of Tanaka
and Murray which Mori apparently had supported during the pre-
vious decade. The new system, though resembling that in the U. S.
in organizat4-n and in teaching methods, conformed to the new
Japanese policy.

At this juncture, they discovered, together with the educators of
the U. S. and other countries, a new German school of pedagogy
that of the idealist philosopher, Herbart. The Japanese felt. Her-
bartian ideas fitted their needs more closely than Pestalozzi's, for
Herbart's disciples advocated moral education as the main object
of education and held that it could best be achieved by a study of
national history and literature." The Prussians had achieved State
control of educationone of the goals of the Japanese leaders.
Thereafter, Japanese scholars going abroad tended to go to Ger-
man universities to study educational philosophy and German Her-
bartians were called to Tokyo.

German educational philosophy was influential in the school sys-
tem at the same time that German constitutional scholars were ad-
vising on the drawing up of the new Japanese Constitution. In
both cases, there was borrowing. This time, it was selective to
reinforce rather than displace the native Shinto-Confucian philos-
ophy. The Japanese interpreted their problems as being similar to
Germany'sthe necessity to catch up with other powers in national
strengthand they felt that German solutions were appropriate to
their needs. According to one writer, the Japanese might have
produced the same kind of system with or without German ideas."

Mori's program of morals teaching, military training, and na-
tionalism in the new code helped produce a sense of national soli-
darity among the student population. During the 1880's, therefore.

17 Ibid., p. 461.
18 The leaders interpreted the five virtues of Herbartianismsincerity, integrity, good

will, justice, and rewardas the Confucian principles of morality, benevolence, righteous-
ness, civility, wisdom, and fidelity, and considered Herbartianism as evidence of the cor-
rectness of their stand. See : Riyoko Takeda Cho, Christian Criticism of Traditional
Japanese Ethics in the Meiji Period, p. 35.

is Bansom, op. cit., p. 36364.
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education moved toward nationalism and developed along lines of
standardization and State contral.

After the Constitution of 1889, the next step was to devise a
statement of nationalist educational philosophy which would be in
line with the Constitution and serve as a basic guide for the Nation's
schools.

This step was achieved by the issuance, in the name of the Em-
peror, of a short documentthe Imperial Rexeript on If dueation,2°
on October 30, 1890, destined to influence apan's history. Pri-
marily instigated by Motoda, a Confucianist in the Imperial House-
hold, it stated the objectives of education in terms of Shinto-Con-
facianist values. The Shinto ideology of Emperor worship was
combined with the Confucian ethical concepts of loyalty, filial piety,
and obedience to superiors. The duties of subject to ruler were
expanded to include the obligation "to respect the Constitution and
observe the laws" and to offer one's self courageously to the State
should emergency arise. The philosophy of education in this Re-
script was interpreted over the years as a statement of moral stand-
ards for the Japanese.

Ancestor worship, loyalty to the Emperor, duty to State, and
filial piety were crystallized as State morals and absolute virtues.
The Rescript tied together religion, patriotism, and the family sys-
tem. It became a catechism memorized and recited by the people,
and periodically made the center of a religious ritual in school
assemblies throughout the land. On such occasions, the National
Anthem was sung, then the principal removed the Imperial Rescript
from its lacquered case and read it, intoning as if in prayer. He
dared not make a mistake, for that would be an insult to the Impe-
rial Family, and might cost him his job, or, if he were especially
ardent, might cause him even to commit suicide. In the State school
system, its philosophy permeated the curriculum until 1946. Pri-
marily taught through the morals course, it was also the basis for
history, geography, and other courses. It contributed to placing the
direction of education in the hands of the national leaders and the
Confucianistshelped unify the people, and strengthened the Gov-
ernment.

Over the years, the Imperial Rescript was interpreted and rein-
terpreted in keeping with the rising nationalism. Commentaries on
this brief edict were voluminous by the 1920's; and by the early
1930's, it was sponsored by the militarists. Principals of schools
were responsible for preserving the document, and some reportedly
sacrificed their lives rescuing it from burning schoolhouses. By

*For full text, see appendix A. p. 215.
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1937 it had received an additional exegesis in a nationalistic docu-
ment, Kokutai No Hongi (Basic Principles of the National Policy), 21
which had a stringent effect on the school system.

Nationalism, promoted in the schools following the publication of
Mori's ordinances of 1886, was stimulated by the effort to revise
uneci mil treaties and by the Japanese victories in the Sino-Japanese
War (1894-.95) and the Russo-Japanese War (1904-05). The dem-
onstx ation by school children that they could read the news about
the Nrar against China, was evidence to many of the value of public
education and brought greater support for the schools.

Despite the fact that from 1886 to World War II various rescripts
and directives were issued to limit foreign learning to technical
mattars, new ideas continued to seep in, especially after World
War I when news of the peace plans of President Woodrow Wilson
and 3f the Russian Revolution reached Japan. Liberalism, social-
ism, democracy, and communism caught attention of students and
intellectuals.

Dx ring the post-World War I period, there was a revival of inter-
est ix. democratic education. Some of the younger Japanese scholars
studying in the U. S. observed progressive education and found in
John Dewey's writings what they considered a systematic educa-
tional theory based on democracy. Several of the students trans-
lated into Japanese Dewey's books School and Society, The Child
and :he Curriculum, Democracy and Education, and Reconstruction
of Philosophy. Twice Dewey was invited to Japan to lecture, first
in 1918 at Waseda University where he spoke on "The Philosophical
Basis of Democracy," and again in 1919 at Tokyo Imperial Univer-
sity where he outlined his instrumentalist philosophy.

The influence of his writings and lectures could be observed espe-
cially in the higher normal schools. The Japanese also brought to
Japan such persons as Helen Dalton, originator of the Dalton plan,
William H. Kilpatrick of Teachers College, Columbia University,
and Carlton Washburne, superintendent of a progressive school sys-
tem at Winnetka, 3.11. Such influences were to be noted in teacher
training until the early 1930's when militarism and nationalism then
began to pattern education to fit the needs of the new order.

Wartime Epoch

Specialized agencies of thought control had been organized within
the Ministry of Education, from 1928 on. When the army group

21 For complete text, see Robert King Hall, editor, Kokutal No Honig: Cardinal Princi-
ples of the National Entity of Japan, translated by John Owen Gauntlett (Cambridge,
Mass., Harvard Unlversltr Frees, 1949), 200 p.
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came to power in 1931, it sought to eliminate liberalism among
teachers and students and to replace it with faith in the "national
polity," and "Japanese spirit." This resulted in "thought control,"
to prevent people from thinking "dangerous thoughts" about foreign
ideologies and win them to the principles of the Imperial Besoript
on Education.

Called variously Bureau of Thought Supervision and Buren u of
Education and Training, the Ministry agency was divided into two
parts. A section of thought supervision, by punitive measures in
cooperation with the secret police, tried to control thought in
schools and conducted propaganda campaigns. An investigation
section surveyed thought problems in schools and social education
institutes and examined books. It was this Thought Supervision
Bureau that produced such policy books as The Way of the Subject
(Shimmin no Michi) and Basic Principles of the National Polity.

Specialized councils of educators and laymen, such as the Connell
on Innovation in Education and Learning, were established to ad-
vise the Minister on policy for a thought program to insure the
support of the people for nationalism. The following summary of
their recommendations drawn up in 1936 present the philosophy of
the thought-control program :

1. Japanese institutions should be interpreted in accordance with national
alms, which should be contrasted with the individualism and materialism
of the West.

2. All things not in conformity with national policy should be excluded
from Japanese thinking.

3. University professors should be chosen not only for scholarship but also
for loyalty to Japanese tradition.

4. In the elementary schools, especially, the Japanese spirit and ancestor
worship should be stressed.

5. In the training of teachers, principals, and inspectors, the importance of
political reliability should be emphasized.

B. Textbooks should be designed to enhance the national spirit and should
include an examination and refutation of foreign social philosophies.

7. Courses, such as morals and civics, should be taught in such a way as
to strengthen filial piety, loyalty, obedience to law.

8. History, in particular, should interpret Japan's social and political sys-
tem favorably.

9. Other subjects, such as practical and fine arts and physical training,
should also be utilized.22

22 The Council on Innovation in Education and Learning, Draft of the Proposal of the
Council on Innovation in Learning and Education, October 193(i. /n : Mark T. Orr, Edu-
cation Reform Policy in Occupied Japan (Chapel DIU, N. C., University of North Carolina,
1954), p. 23-25. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation.)
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The Government felt the need for an official statement to define
the moral basis for patriotism through unswerving loyalty to the
Imperial family. The Ministry bureau responsible for thought con-
trol issued, in 1937, its policy documentBasic Principles of the
National Politywhich elaborated on the Imperial Rescript. It
traced the divine origin of Japan, its Imperial family and its
people, and redefined the Japanese spirit to awaken the people's
national consciousness and stimulate them to greater efforts in
"guarding and maintaining the prosperity of the Imperial throne"
and backing national poliey

Several million copies were distributed to teachers from the ele-
mentary level to the university. It was required reading for stu-
dents at the junior college and normal school levels. Teaching staffs
were required to study it in groups, and "morals" teachers were
expcted to master it." The theme,--a mystical Emporer-worship--
was to become the core of educational philosophy and the basis -f
a philosophy of life for the citizens. With the aid of commentaries,
Basic Principles of the National Polity 1 rovided the Nation with
a guide to social ideals and behavior which helped teachers to mold
thought and train youth to its approved action.

After the war with China was resumed in 1937, the Government
felt the need to revise education to bring it in line with the goals
of the New Order in East Asia. Placing reliance on research and
propaganda organizations, the earlier Council on Innovation in
Education and Learning was replaced with a new high-level Edu-
cation Investigation Council, which took the responsibility for
thought control out of the hands of the Ministry of Education and
put it under the Premier's office.

The mission of this council was to implement the proposals of the
preceding council, draft a plan of action which would explain and
justify the position of Japan in Greater East Asia, and correlate
all branches of study with the theories of ,Japanese nationalism.24

In 1938, while the war in China was continuing, militarists ex-
erted increased efforts to marshal the schools behind the war.
General Sadao Araki, who was appointed Minister of Education,
stressed spiritual and moral education as a means of promoting
loyalty to the Emperor and service to the State.

Out of the work of the Education Investigation Council came the
National School Reform of 1941. It was not fully implemented
because of the war; it did contribute to changes in the curriculum
at lower school levels. At the elementary level, according to Min-

28 Robert King Hall, Education for a New Japan (New Haven, Connecticut. Yale UM.
versIty Press, 11)49), p. 17.

24 Orr, op. cit., p. 25.
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istry of Education Order No. 4, March 14, 1941, the aim of the morals
course was "to make students realize the moral mission of the Empire,
and by training them in practical morality, to cultivate virtues based
on the principles of the Imperial Rescript on Education." The aim
of language study was ". . . to train the students in the ability of
self-expression in and understanding of everyday language, and to
cultivate national spirit through the study of national thought and
feeling." The study of history was "to make students learn the
essence of our nation's history, and to make them realize the historical
mission of the empire. . . . [The teacher should help them] trace
the development of the Empire in accordance with [the ideas of] the
remoteness of the foundation of the Nation, the unbroken Imperial
line, the glorious achievements of our successive Emperors, the deeds
of the loyal and wise, and the historical record of the services ren-
dered by all the people to the :eountry."

Science and mathematics as well as physical education were pressed
into service. The study of science and mathematics was "to enable
students . . . to cultivate the creative spirit, based on reason, and to
enable them to contribute to the growth of the nation." Further
it was "to make them realize their duties in the mission of cultural
.creation based on the mission of the Empire." Physical training
was "to make them vigorous and strong in mind and body and [thus]
increase their ability to carry out [the ideal of] service through self-
sacrifice [for the country]." 25 It is estimated that about a third of
the curriculum was then devoted to nationalistic content."

Military officers were in key positions in schools and held final
jurisdiction over educational activities, and the new nationalistic
educational philosophy was still being formulated. The Imperial
Rescript had had over a hundred commentaries, including the re-
statement of it in the Basic Principles of the National Polity;
Ministry bureaus had published theories on nationalist education
and distributed copies of them. In 1941, another policy document,
The Way of the Subject, was issued." Like its predecessor, Basic
Principles of the National Polity, it was a textbook for indoctri-
nation of teachers and students in loyalty and filial piety, and it
defended on moral grounds the activities of Japan abroad. It
attacked individualism and described the correct "Way of the Sub-
ject" which was based on "Service to the State." It formed the

"Translated from : Kindel Nihon Kyoiltu Seido Shiryo Hensan-Kai, Kindai Nihon
Kyoiku Seido Shiryo. Tokyo, Dal Nihon Yubenkai Kodansha, Showa 31. [Editorial
Committee for Historical Materials on the Recent Japanese Educational System. Histori-
c:1i Materials on the Recent Japanese Educational System. Tokyo, Da! Nihon Yubc
Kodansha, 1956.] Vol. II, p. 280-33.

"Delmar M. Brown, Nationalism in Japan (Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of
California Press, 1955), p. 222.

27 A translation appears in : Otto D. Tolischus, Tokyo Record (New York, Reynal and
Hitchcock, 1943), p. 426-27.
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third in a trilogy of statements of educational philosophy, begin-
ning with the Imperial Rescript.

Educational philosophy, as spelled out in the core course in morals,
taught that the value of a person was in his usefulness and sub-
servience to the State. As one Japanese educator said: "Japan was
so engrossed in the work of equipping herself as a modern state
that she had to subordinate all human values to tasks of immediate
urgency, namely consolidation of her national power, and the acqui-
sition of wealth."28 Loyalty and patriotism were considered the
highest virtues; individualism, internationalism, and pacificism were
allied with treason. The State was absok e.

At the top of the pyramid of author' ;37 was the small group of
leaders which shifted from the group of outer samurai 20 of early
Meiji days to the militarists of the 1930's and 1940's. The Govern-
ment leaders became "guides to the people's morals, keepers of the
people's conscience, and arbiters of the people's destinies."" The
schools were used to teach their philosophy that the State was moral
and the "good Japanese" wt-,s expected to devote his life to its
service and, if need be, die for it.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

The Allies felt that the philosophy of education had to be changed
if Japan were to return to paths of peace. This would not be
simple, for the philosophy was a product of more than half a
century of indoctrination in service to the State and was based on
traditions that taught the virtue of fitting into a fixed hierarchy.

On July 26, 1945, President Harry S. Truman and Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill issued the proclamation known as the
Potsdam Declaration. This now Historic declaration of democratic
philosophy became the basis for Allied policy in Japan and served
as framework for educational policy during the Occupation period.
It required the Japanese to elitilinate ". .. for all time the authority

28 shIgcra Nambara, The Ideals of Educational Reforms in Japan, Educational Record.
31 : 6, January 1950.

20 Engineers of the Restoration were subordinate members of distant clans. They were
called outer samurai to distinguish them from the relatives and close allies of the shogun
located nearer to the capital.

30 SCAP, Political Reorientation of Japan: September 1945 to September Ms (Washing-
ton, E. S. Government Printing Office, 1949), vol. I p. SS. (Report of Government Section.)
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and influence of those who have deceived and misled the people of
Japan into embarking on world conquest." Such action was to be
accompanied by the removal of ". . . all obstacles to the revival and
strengthening of democratic tendencies among the Japanese people.
Freedom of speech, religion, and of thought, as well as respect for
the fundamental human rights, shall be established.""

Immediately, the Occupation authorities faced the problem of
devising specific policy to meet the situation in Japan. Recogniz-
ing the importance of education, they included school reform in the
plans.

Tentative plans for a full-scale military government were aban-
doned in favor of A policy of working through the Emperor and
the machinery of Japanese Government.

The "United States Initial Post-Surrender Policy for Japan," en-
couraging individual liberties and democratic processes, specifically
said of education :

Militarism and ultra-nationalism, in doctrine and practice, including para-
military training, shall he eliminated from the educational system. Former
career military and naval officers both commissioned and non- commis-
sioned, and all other exponents of militarism and ultra-nationalism shall
be excluded from supervisory and teaching positions.32

Even before the Occupation got under way, the Japanese Govern-
ment through its Ministry of Education had moved to conform to
what it thought would be Allied policy. It promptly handed down
a series of instructions to schools for the purpose of eliminating
militarism and developing democratic forms. These instructions
included such subjects as the abolition of wartime education acts,
the switching from wartime to peacetime education in primary and
secondary schools, the deletion of warlike educational materials from
textbooks, the dissolution of militaristic youth organizations, and the
prohibition of military training and practice of military sports."

All thes.1 were done voluntarily, under the leadership of Tamon
Maeda, who had been appointed Minister of Education 3 days after
Japan's surrender. He says of this experience:

... for about a month following my appointmelt as Minister of Education
. we were permitted a comparatively freo hand, with a minimum of

restraints being employed, due largely to the fact that the Occupation

31 U. 8. Congress, Senate Committee on Foreign Re'ations. A Decade of American For-
eign Policy, Basic Demonists: 1941-49 (Washington : U. S. Government Printing Office,
1950), p. 49-50. (Senate Document 123. 81st Cong., 1Rt Sees.)

32 SOAP, Political Reorientation of Japan: September 1945 to feptember 1949, vol. II,
p. 424.

33 Mombusho, Gakusci flachijunen Phi (Tokyo, Mombusho, Shown 29), 488. [Ministry of
Education, Eighty Year History of the Educational System. Tokyo, the Ministry, 1954.
P. 488.]
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authorities themselves had at this time not yet completely established their
own polim Such was the state 1)f affitirs when, under the date of Sep-
tember 15, I issued my owt liMucational Plan for Building the New
Japao."34

His plan prepared the schools for what was to come and demon-
strated the willingness of the Japanese to cooperate.

A limited Military Government was set up in Japan and a special
staff section called Civil Information and Education (CIE) was
organized on September 22, 1945, and given responsibility for
guidance in reorientation and reeducation. The Potsdam Declara-
tion and the United States Initial Post-Surrender Policy for Japan
formed the basis for Occupation policy. Responsibility for inter-
preting and implementing policy fell on the Supreme Commander
for the Allied Powers (SOAP, which also was used to signify the
Supreme Command, including military and civilian personnel).

SCAP's initial method of operation in the area of education was
to have the CIE Section send directives to the Japanese Govern-
ment which established principles and required performance in the
carrying out of reforms. In the 46 Prefectures throughout the
country an American Military Government Team stood parallel to
the prefectural government and exercised surveillance over it in the
performance required by the directives. As soon as possible, a CIE
"officer"generally a professional teacher, not a soldierwas in-
cluded in the makeup of each team to inspect schools and "guide
and assist" Japanese educators in reform.

During the 4 months immediately following the Occupation
September through December 1945four policy directives were
issued which laid the groundwork for the education reform pro-
gram of the 61/2 years of the Occupation. The first of these direc-
tives, entitled "Administration of the Educational System of Japan,"
took effect on October 22, 1945.35 It contained a statement of edu-
cational objectives and policies, beginning with policies related to
two general aims of the Occupation: (1) Prohibiting the dissemi-
nation of militaristic and ultranationalistic ideology and requiring
the discontinuance of military education and drill, and (2) encour-
aging of democratic educational concepts and practices aimed at
developing an educated, peaceful, and responsible citizenry. To
accomplish these aims, it directed that a "normally operating educa-
tion system will be re-established as ra; '1- as possible.""

Militarists and ultranationalists wer to be removed from teach-
34 The Direction of Postwar Education in Japan, Japan Quarterly, 3: 415, October-

December 1956.
as SOAP, CIE, Education in the Neu, Japan (Tokyo. GHQ, 1948), vol. II, p. 26-28.
36 Ibid., vol. II, p. 28.



EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND POLICY 21

ing; while anti-militarists and liberals who had been dismissed
during the nationalist period were to be considered for reinstate-
ment. Militarism and ultranationalism were to be rooted out of
school curriculums, textbooks, teaching manuals, and instructional
materials. And on the positive side, democratic curriculums were
to be established as soon as possible. The first part of the policy
was the almost exclusive concern of the Occupation during the first
6 months. At the same time the positive or democratization mis-
sion began to get under way. This first directive constituted the
main outline of reform. In general, succeeding directives repeated
these ideas and suggested means of putting them into practice.

The second SCAP directive, "Investigation, Screening, and Cer-
tification of Teachers and Educational Officials" of October 30,
1945,87 required the Japanese to set up machinery for screening the
Nation's half-million teachers. It contained three major provisions:
(1) Immediate removal of all teachers "known to be militaristic,
ultra-nationalistic, or antagonistic to the objectives and policies of
the Occupation . . .," (2) disbarment for the time being from the
field of educational activity of all ex-soldiers, and (3) establish-
ment of suitable administrative machinery for "the investigation,
screening, and certification of all present and prospective teachers
and educational officials."88 The process t,J: carrying out such screen-
ing was delayed for a year, since attention was focused on political
officials first.

The third SCAP directive of December 15, 1945"Abolition of
Governmental Sponsorship, Support, Perpetuation, Control, and
Dissemination of State Shinto (Kokka Shinto, Jinja Shinto)"
provided for separating the Shinto religion from the State. It
prohibited "the dissemination of Shinto doctrines in any form and
by any means in any educational institution supported wholly or
in part by public funds . . ."38 Specifically, the directive required
deletion of Shinto doctrine from textbooks and teachers' manuals,
barred schools from taking students to Shinto shrines or observing
Shinto rites, and forbade governmental circulation of the two nation-
alistic documents, Basic Principles of the National Polity and The
Way of the People.

In several of these directives, the Occupation had used the ex-
pressions "militarism" and,,",ultranationalism" without defining them
sharply. The Shinto directive contained a brief and general defi-
nition which was later exp::tled as follows:

37 Ibid., vol. II, p. 29-30.
39 Ibid., vol. II, p. 29.
30 Ibid., vol. II, p. 32 -33.
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Mililarismsubject matter shall 1)0 deleted from textbooks which is
designed to promote (1) . . . the glorification of war as a heroic and ac-
ceptable way of settling disputes; (2) glorification of dying for the Ent-
Perm' with unquestioning ; (3) idealization of war heroes by glori-
fying their military achievements; (4) development of the idea that the
military service is the only pa Heti e manner of serving one's country ; and
(r)) glorification of military objects such as guns, warships, tanks, for-
tresses, etc.

Ulfranationatisnisubject matter . . . that (1) promotes the Greater
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere (10011110 or any other doctrine of expan-
sion; (2) advocates the idea that the Japanese people are superior to
other races or nationalities; (3) teaches concepts and attitudes contrary
to the principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations; (4) propa-
gates the idea that the Emperor should be obeyed with unquestioning loy-
alty or that the Emperor I: superior to the heads of other states or that
the Emperor system is sacred or immutable."0

When the textbook examiners in the central Government offices or
in a remote country school received such definitions and tried to elim-
inate such materials front their children's books, they had to tear
the books almost to pieces. Some pages would have all of the text
cut out, leaving only the inttrsi 1 I intact. In various others, the doc-
trine was so interwoven into the fabric of the document that the
texts could not be used. On December 31, 1945, a fourth directive
was sent to the Japanese Government, entitled "Suspension of
Courses in Morals (Shushin), Japanese History and Geography.1,41

The three courses were dropped, and the texts in these courses were
withdrawn from circulation. The geography course was the first
of these to have new texts prepared and was reopened 6 months
later. The Japanese history course was resumed 9 months later.
The morals course was not restored to the curriculum until 1958.

These four directives were issued in the first phase of the Occupa-
tion. With the beginning of the new year-1946---a step was taken
ill a positive direction with the issuance on January 9 of a directive
announcing the imminent visit of it I T. S. Education Mission for
the purpose of advising on educational reconstruction. The direc-
tive instructed the Japanese Government to appoint a committee of
Japanese educators to work with the Mission, indicating that the
fields concerned would be educational methods, language revision,
reorganization of the Ministry of Education, and decentralization
of the educational systent.42

The 27-man Mission arrived in March 1946 for almost it month's
study. It worked with the counterpart body. the Japanese Educa-

40 Ibid., VOL I, v. 240 -41.
41 Ibid., vol. II, p. 36-37.
42 ibid., vol. II, p. 41.
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US Army photograph

US Education Mission to Japan, March 21, 1946.

Left to right, seated: George W. Diemer, Frank N. Freeman, Wilson Compton, Emily
Woodward, Virginia C. Gildersleeve, George D. Stoddard (Chairman), John N.
Andrews, Mildred McAfee Horton, Pearl A. Wanamaker, Alexander J. Stoddard,
Isaac L. Kande!, Gordon T. Bowles. Standing: Harold Benjamin, Thomas V. Smith,
Frederick G. Hochwalt, Willard E. Givens, George S. Counts. Charles S. Johnson, Roy
J. Deferrari, Wm. Clark Trow, Kermit Eby, Ernest R. Hilgard, Leon Carnovksy, E. B.
Norton, Paul P. Stewart, David Harrison Stevens, Charles H. Mc Cloy.

Lion Committee (J14X) on a basis of equality. Wide areas of agree-
ment were reached in an atmosphere of cordiality. After the Mission
departed, the Japanese Government, recognizing the honor accorded
the Japanese group, raised the status of its committee to Cabinet
rank and changed its name to the Japanese Education Reform
Council (JERC).

Though the U. S. Education Mission Reportsubmitted to Gen-
eral MacArthur on March 30, 1946was presented to the Japanese
as suggested and not official policy, it became a policy guide both for
the Japanese and the Occupation officials. Most of its suggestions
were carried out. Among them were: (1) Introduction of freedom
and democratic participation into education, (2) decentralization of
Ministry of Education control, (3) substitution of social studies for
morals, (4) a 6-3-3 ladder" with the first 9 years compulsory and
free for all children, (5) greater emphasis on physical education

The educational strueture lo patterned alter the 6-year elementary. followed by 3 -year
juolor high, then 3-yen r scuior high school con iiiiiiii ton large part of the U. S. Previously
the Japanese had a 6-5-3 system.
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and vocational education at all levels, (6) independence of private
schools, (7) change in methods of student guidance, (8) develop-
ment of adult education, (9) increase in number of universities, and
(10) broadening teacher training by means of 4-year normal schools
which would provide both professional and liberal education. The
Mission report provided a blueprint for the educational system which
evolved.

The stature of JERC grew until it became the primary Japanese
source of education reform policy. JERC was responsible directly
to the Prime Minister and its advice to the Minister of Education
regarding the implementation of U. S. Mission suggestions carried
weight. It was considered by the Japanese as probably the most
important such educational council that had been organized since
the Meiji Era began.44 It functioned from 1946 until late in 1951.

JERC studied and made recommendations on every major problem
mentioned by the U. S. Education Mission. Its members saw them-
selves as forwarding the Japanese restoration of the early Meiji
days ;45 they showed great courage in their action. They functioned
without a representative of the Occupation or of the Ministry present.
They were encouraged to act independently and produce recom-
mendations for the best interests of Japan. From the beginning
they supported the Mission recommendations on decentralization of
Ministry control and on a child-centered rather than subject-centered
curriculum. Their first three concerns were: (1) To arrive at a
statement of official policy to supplant the inoperative Imperial Re-
script, (2) to consider the Mission's recommendation of a single-
track system" and a 6-3-3-4 ladder, and (3) to democratize edu-
cational administration. The Education Division of CIE did not
accept or approve all recommendations of JERC; there were no
serious disagreements on fundamental matters.

A joint steering committee composed of three members each from
JERC, the Ministry of Education, and the Education Division of
CIE was organized on September 20, 1946, and held weekly meetings
to advise the Council. The Chief of the Education Division, who
presided over these meetings, reports that they were conducted, like
those between the Education Mission and JEC, in a friendly, pro-
fessional atmosphere, and that a sense of mutual respect and con-
fidence was developed between the, Japanese participants and those
from the U. S.47

"Japanese Education Reform Council, Education Reform in Japan: The Present Status
and the Problems Involved (Tokyo, the Council, 1950), p. 3.

"Loc. cit.
"See chapter II.
n Orr, op. cit., p. 219-21.
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By the spring of 1946, the Military Government (later called
Civil Affairs) included professional educators among the CIE officers
at Eighth Army headquarters at Yokohama and on subordinate
corps, regional, and prefectural teams throughout the country.
Civilian teachers were brought from the U. S. to serve on these
teams with the major jobs of inspecting schools for compliance with
the directives and advising school officials. Their main contribution,
however, was aimed at interpreting the reforms and supporting local
administrators and teachers in carrying them out.

The educational system that finally emerged, while neither what
the Japanese nor the Occupation authorities probably would have
produced if left to their own devices, was a viable educational plan
the result of the interaction of the Japanese and the U. S. points
of view. It was, in short, the product of compromise by men of
good will on both sides, with the interests of Japan's children at
heart.

Four major goals emerged during the first two years of the Occu-
pation: (1) the elimination of militarism and ultranationalism, (2)
democratization, (3) modernization, and (4) decentralization of edu-
cational control.

With Japanese cooperation and compliance, that part of the first
objectivedemilitarizationwas accomplished quickly in education
as well as in other phases of life. The slogans of the militarists
had a hollow ring after the defeat. Ultranationalism based upon
Shinto dogmathe other subject treated in the initial objective
lost hold when the defeat proved its pretensions to be false. The
way was cleared for positive measures.

The second objectivedemocratizationwas less tangible and
more difficult. Though there were seeds of democracy in Japanese
history and in community custom, the Japanese had not experienced
any long slow struggle for political rights as had the West, and,
consequently, democracy was more difficult to understand." The
word was used loosely to cover many activities. At the same time,
it became the guide against which all moves, public and private,
were measured. Courageous Japanese stepped forward as leaders
in the cause of democracy in education and they were supported by
educators from the U. S. who were brought to Japan as advisers
and as CIE officers at the prefectural level.

The third objectivemodernization and general improvement of
Japanese educationmet with support from most Japanese educators
who sought to learn about "the new education." The realities of
the depleted Japanese economy often inhibited them in upgrading
their schools.

48 Bee : Nobutaka Ike, The Beginning of Political Democracy in Japan (Baltimore, Mary-
land, Joan') Hopkins Areas, 1950), 248 p.
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The fourth objectivedecentralizationwas based on a conviction
that the pyramidal controls of the past must be broken down and
education put in the hands of the people if the people were to ap-
preciate its advantages and mold it to fit their needs. With all these
aims, there was a realization in theory, not always .followed at the
operating level, that educational reform could be permanent only
if it were planned and carried out by the Japanese themselves. The
Supreme Commander frequently warned Occupational personnel that
democracy could not be enforced from above. In theory, their role
was to guide and assistnot to direct, operate, or govern.

Democratization and modernization were keys to Occupation edu-
cation policy. Invariably, in the American mind, they led to the
concomitant policy of decentralization. But Japanese traditions
were different from those of the U. S. To the Japanese, their small
country, and its closely knit society made for a centralized system.
Thus, in this objective, Occupation authorities met resistance, and
8 years later it was the first reform to be subjected to it reverse
course.°

In the first directives against ultranationalism which banned the
Basic Principles of National Polity and the Way of the Subject,
Occupation authorities did not mention the Imperial Rescript on

Chart I.Basic educational policy: old and new
Imperial Rescript Fundamental Law of Education

(1890) (1947)

Nature of 6uciely
Society based on Confucian hierarchical
relationships.

Society based on "mutual esteem and cooperation."

Nature of State
Divine empire founded by Imperial "A democratic and cultural State", built by the
ancestors. people.

Relation of
Citizens have the duty to develop their
intellectual and moral faculties, observe
the laws, and offer themselves courageously
to the State in order to guard and maintain
the prosperity of the Imperial throne.

citizens to State
Citizens have the right to "equal opportunity of
receiving education according to their ability";
freedom from "discrimination on account of race,
creed, sex, social status, economic position, or
family origin"; financial assistance to the able
needy; "academic freedom"; and the responsibility
to build a "peaceful State and society

Alm of Education
To promote loyalty to the Emperor and
filial piety, thus to achieve unity of
the people under father-Emperor.

To promote "full development of personality";
"esteem individual value"; and "be imbued with
independent spirit."

4P,In June 1956, the intent of the School Board Law of 1948 was rf vereed by Not action
making elective boards appointive and restoring a large measure of centralized power lo
the Minister of Education,
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Education. The swift moving events of the first few postwar years
countered any lingering influence it might have had. A major blow
to the Rescript came when the Emperor renounced his divinity in
his New Year's Day speech in 1946. On October 8, 1946, the Min-
istry of .Education instructed the directors of schools to "refrain
from considering the Imperial Rescript as a sole source of educa-
tional philosophy in the country" and to cease its ceremonial reading
in the schools." As yet, the Government had no substitute to
present as a philosophy on which to base democratic education.

The new Constitution adopted November 3, 1946, and effective
the following May 3, specifically revoked previous rescripts in con-
flict with it and guaranteed a number of educational freedoms.
Among provisions impinging on the area of education, it provided
for fundamental human rights (Article 14) and guaranteed freedom
of thought, and conscience (Article 19) ; freedom of religion (Article
20) ; academic freedom (Article 23) ; and the right of all people
"to receive an education correspondent to their ability" (Article
26).51 These guarantees helped fill the vacuum caused by the dis-
appearance of the Imperial Rescript on. Education. The ultimate
rejection of this Imperial Rescript came with a Diet Resolution of
June 19, 1948. which officially declared it invalid and directed that
it be withdrawn from the schools.

The educational guarantees of the new Constitution began to be
implemented with the passage of the Fundamental Law of Edu-
cation" of March 1947 which was based upon four sources: (1) The
first, major policy directivethe Administrat:--- of the Educational
System of .Japan, (2) the Report of the United States Education
Mission to Japan, (3) the recommendations of JERC, and (4) the
consensus of liberal Japanese educators. The fact that, it, was passed
by the imperial Diet was significant, since it was the first time the
Diet had legislated on education. Prewar education policy had been
handed down by Imperial Rescript. Legislation on education previ-
ously had been a prerogative of the Ministry of Education, through
its orders, notifications. and directives. Now, the fundamental Law
of Education became the statement of the philosophy of the new
democratic education; it was the charter for education in the new

50 M0111101Ni10, Ilatsu Ili a go. Ministry of Education. Personnel Sect haa. Puhlle,:t Ion
No. 3]. For tranalation see, WAIL., CIE, Education in the New Japan, vol. II, p. 172.

51 The Constitution of Japan: Effective May 3, 1947 (Washington: U. H. Government
Printing Office, 1947), 13 p. (Department of State. Publicat loll 2838. Par Eaolern Series
22.)

55 Ministry of Education. Ed/mat/ono/ 14tica and Regulations in Japan: The Constitution
of .Japan [and] The Fundamental haw of Eduration Cfokyo, the MItilotry, 11155), Series 1.
p. 10-11.
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Japan. The contrast between it and the displaced Imperial Rescript
is reflected in Chart I, p. 26. The source of sovereignty in the Im-
perial Rescript (and the allied Meiji Constitution) was the Emperor
and the Imperial family. In the Fundamental Law of Education,
as in the new Constitution which it implemented, sovereignty rested
with the people. The new law shifted the goals of education to a
"full development of personality" and "independent spirit" of the
people (Article 1).

Duties were stressed in the rescript; rights in the fundamental
law. The earlier document exhorted the people to "pursue learning
and cultivate the arts and thereby develop intellectual faculties and
perfect moral powers" for the sole goal of serving the State. The
new law stressed the rights of academic freedom (Article 2), equal
educational opportunity according to ability (Article 3), and free
compulsory education for 9 years (Article 4). In the Imperial
Rescript the exhortation to "offer yourselves courageously to the
State," presented the highest goal. Now, it was the rearing of the
people who would be "builders of the peaceful state and society."

The Ministry, in reviewing the law, pointed out its essential
liberalism:

Now the "academic freedom" instead of the nationalistic suppression, the
"spontaneous spirit" instead of the feudalistic doctrine of regimentation,
and the free, peaceful . "creation and development of culture" insterd
of the militaristic narrowness . . . have been provided as the basic prin-
ciples of education in Japan.58

The School Education Law of March 1947, which accompanied
the Fundamental Law of Education, provided detail for use in
carrying out the aims of the new education. It set up the basic
structure of the entire educational system on a 6-3-3-4 plan and
specified goals for each level of schooling. It made 9 years of edu-
cation compulsory and provided for equal educational opportunity
for the handicapped. With the enactment of these laws, basic
policy governing educational reformexcept for decentralization
had been hammered out. At first it was by directive. Even so, as
a result of advance collaboration, the Ministry was ready with plans
to implement the reform by the time the official document reached
the Ministry office.

Allied policy recognized the importance of turning over control
to the Japanese as soon as they were ready. In the Supreme Com-
mander's Message to the People of Japan issued on Constitution

8$ Ministry of Education, Program of Education Reform in Japan (Tokyo, the Ministry,
1050), p. 10.
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Day, May 3, 1949,54 General MacArthur said that the new framework
was well established. Two months later, he instructed his General
Headquarters (GHQ), "The Japanese Government and its agencies
will generally be permitted and encouraged to exercise the normal
powers of government in matters of domestic administration."55
From then on to the time of the Peace Treaty, responsibility or
initiative in the conduct of affairs gradually was turned over to
tile Japanese.

Though there was some misunderstanding and disagreement, the
fashioning of a democratic educational policy through extensive
cooperation by representatives of military victors and of those whose
soil was occupied was unique in the history of the world. The major
obstacle to the meeting of minds in education was the difficulty in
communication. Since few of the U. S. representatives knew the
Japanese language, they had to depend on interpreters, at best an
unsatisfactory arrangement.

Furthermore, few U. S. personnel understood Japanese culture
and psychology, rind only a handful had had prewar experience in
or with the Japanese school system."' The educators from the U. S.
were acquainted with their own local or State systems at home,
consequently their proposals based on their own experience were not
always appropriate to the Japanese system.

Japanese educational officials at the national and prefectural level
often lacked specialized training in their postwar areas of respon-
sibility. Many were law graduates who had worked their way up
to high positions. As time passed, the two groupsthe Japanese
education officials and the Occupation officialslearned to under-
stand each other and to work together effectively. The Japanese
soon began to grasp the philosophy and principles of the reforms,
and as educational :enders appeared who understood and accepted
the ideas, the Japanese were increasingly cooperative. As U. S.
representatives came to understand the Japanese situation better,
their proposals became more appropriate. Consequently, their ob-
jectives tended to merge."

There were five stags in the formulation of reform policy :
(1) The slate first was wiped clean by doing away with the existing
structure of education; (2) the U. S. Education Mission surveyed

54 Documentary Material. Contemporary Japan: A Review of East Asiatic Affairs, 18 :
274-75, Apr.-June 1949. (Published by the Foreign Affairs Association of Japan, Tokyo.)

"Occupation Instructions No. 5, GHQ, SCAP, January 1, 1948, as amended July 1, 1949.
Quoted in : Mark T. Orr, Education Reform Policy in Occupied Japan, p. 195.

56 A few teachers from the U. S. who had taught in the prewar Japanese system found
themselves in positions of leadership in the Occupation.

57 Orr, op. cit., p. 207.
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the situation and recommended new methods and institutions;
(3) JEC and its successor, JERC, considered the U. S. Education
Mission recommendations as a basis for development of the new
system ; (4) reform measures decided upon by JERC were cast into
bills by the Ministry of Education in consultation with SCAP; and
(5) bills were debated, amended, and passed by the Diet and put
into effect.

In general, democratic policy was the product of compromise.
Japanese educators frequently aver that neither in theory nor prac-
tice was the new education system forced on Japan. A number of
Japanese educators were alrer dy convinced of the need for reform
and were ready to take advantage of the opportunity to create a
democratic school system. Minister of Education Yoshishige Abe,
in meeting the U. S. Education Mission on March 8, 1946, warned
against the danger of too much experimentation, but assured the
Mission of the willingness to effect reforms in education. He said
that "this defeat of ours was in a sense a good opportunity sent by
heaven to make all the Japanese people realize what freedom really
means, and to let education proceed in such a direction ft3 will make
the Japanese people apostles of truth and peace. No, we should
never throw away this opportunity."58

The Present Period

Liberal educational philosophy, such as the progressivism of John
Dewey popular in the 1920's,58 was widely acclaimed and followed
by educational reformersboth Japanese and Americanduring the
Occupation. In the post-Occupation period there has been a tendency
away from "progressivism" towards "essentialism." Social studies
were a target for attack and have been modified since 1954."

The Imperial Rescript provided a set of absolute values which
became a specific catechism for all. In contrast, the Fundamental
Law of Education is looked upon by ninny Japanese as an unemo-
tional, vague, and legalistic document. Particularly in rural areas,
hierarchical social relations and an authoritarian family system re-
main.

66 SWAP, CIE, Education in the New Japan, vol. II, p. 2110 -61.
" On one of John Dewey's visits to Japan (1919), be gave the lectures later published

as Reconstruction in Philosophy (New York, Henry Holt and Co., 1920, 224 p.). The
Dewey visit directly influenced the program of such schools as Jiyu (laklen (Freedom
School) and indirectly influenced the primary schools attached to the Nagano and to the
Chiba Teachers College, and to the Nara Higher Normal School for Women. See Yomiuri
Shimbun, May 18, 1955.

Daishiro Hidaka, The Aftermath of Educational Reform, Annals of the .4 ?arrival'
Association of Political and Social Science, 308: 148, November 1950.
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Among those who had theit education in prewar days and who
studied beyond the minimum compulsory years, there is some nostal-
gia for the good old days and some tendency to depreciate modern
schooling. Their sons and daughters who received their education
in postwar days do not necessarily share this sentiment. They have
been exposed to different schooling. Respect for the individual, equal
opportunity, and civil liberties have become value terms for many
of the younger generation of Japanese teachers, including those who
accepted ideals of lemocratic reeducation discuss-d in the numerous
workshops, institutes, and inservice training sessions of the previous
epoch.

In January 1956, Minister of Education Ichiro Kiyose openly
opposed the philosophy underlying the Fundamental Law of Edu-
cation. He called for its amendment, because, he argued, it lacked
national consciousness, and disregarded the idea of filial piety."'
According to these men and their followers, the Constitution and
the Fundamental Law of Education are too individualistic; they
wish to amend them so as to revive group values and a feeling of
responsibility. Of particular concern to them is their belief that
the new education fails to teach love of country. In 1957, Minister
of Education To Matsunaga, determined to make love of country
and the teaching of morals his prime goal, commented:

Above all shushin education and then history to show the footsteps of our
forebears .. .
It is necessary to hammer morality, national spirit, and to put it more
clearly, patriotism, into the heads of our younger generatiohs.'

In addition, democratic value terms have been the, basis for text-
books for a decade or more. Most students, therefore, have studied
democracy. Though they may misinterpret its meaning--the danger
is there since the communists have appropriated many of its terms
they have enjoyed greater freedom as a result of democratic reforms
in education, and students and teachers form pressure groups to hold
to these reforms. Daishiro Hidaka, of International Christian Uni-
versity of Mitaka, Tokyo, says in this respect :

The pre-war education of Japan taught patriotism awl reverence for the
Emperor, but failed to develop personalty or teach citizenship. The new
education neglects patriotism to some extent, but does develop personality
and teach responsible citizenship. The Fundamental Law of Education
which expresses the policy of the new Plillat1011, IS as accurate statement
of the ideals of the new Japan. The coaster Wives say it is not congenial
to Japanese historical experience or tradition, but the young people really
ha re experienced the values of the Fundamental Law of Education. Young

Didakn, Joe. cat.
62 Japan 7'intem, July 20, 1957.
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women especially, have been emancipated. Japan went through a blood-
less revolution during the occupation, and the new value system coincides
with the new statement of principles .. The old people regard the defeat
and occupation as an extremely miserable experience, but some of the
young people look on it as necessary to have accomplished the revolution-
ary emancipation."

Resistance to a reverse course in educational philosophy comes
from several groups including the Japan Teachers Union, the Fed-
eration of Student Self-Government Associations, various news-
papers, and individuals. They hold that the educational reform of
the Occupation period was one of the most significant legacies of
that time and that the democratic pattern of education should not
be abandoned."4 In fact, the democratic reforms, many claim, are
now "Japanese reforms."

In this self-directive epoch of recent Japanese educational history,
the philosophy of liberal democracy which dominated the Occupa-
tion epoch, exists in practically all groups. Most accept the major
principles of democratic educationequal educational opportunity,
community participation in the development of school policy, aca-
demic freedom, and concern for the individual. The new Con-
stitution and basic laws have not been changed, with the major
exception of recentralization of educational control in the hands of
the Ministry of Education under the 1956 revision of the School
Board Law."

T11..3 educational philosophy and policy of Japan as they stand
today are not authoritarian nor are they exactly as they were in the
Occupation epoch. The broad general language of the Fundamental
Law of Education remains to be spelled out in more specific terms.
Reaching a meeting of minds on how to spell out laws is a task
which faces leaders in countries around the world.

'3 Author's Interview with Dean Hidaka, Mitaka, Tokyo, Japan, May 22,1957.
"Albert R. Brinkman, Teacher Status in Japanese Schocos, Harvard Educational Re-

view, 24: 186, Summer, 1954.
Kokkai Junpo 110-day Reports, National Diet) (Tokyo, June 15, 1950), p. 47-8.



CHAPTER II

Educational Opportunity

The people shall all be given equal opportunities of receiving education
according to their ability, and they shall not be subject to educational dis-
crimination on account of race, creed, sex, social status, economic position
of [or] family origin . . . (Article 3, Fundamental Law of Education,
1947.1)

Is education for the elite or for the entire population? Does
it provide for women, children of the poor, children of minority
groups? Is a person's ability the only limitation on the amount of
education he will get? These are some of the tests of the extent
of educational opportunity. Let us see how Japan has approached
the question of educational opportunity.

Initial Modernization Epoch

To rear a natic a of individuals who would have technical knowl-
edge to man ess?,ntial jobs and to promote loyalty to the Emperor-
State, the Meiji leaders decided to construct a universal, free public
school system. The first code entitled "Education System of 1872"
said:

It is intended that henceforth universally (without any discrimination of
class or sex) in a village there shall be no house without learning, and In a
house no individual without learning.2

The code provided for 4 years of compulsory education for all
boys and girlsa striking innovation. A year later, despite the
resistance of some communities to the plans of the Government,
David Murray found "profound . . . interest in the cause of educa-
tion among all classes of society and so earnest a determination on

1 Ministry of Education, Educational Laws and Regulations in Japan: The Constitution
of Japan [and] The Fundamental Law of Education (Tokyo, the Ministry, 1955), Series 1.
p. '10.

2 Baron Dairoku Kikuchi, Japanese Education (London, John Murray Co., 1909), P. 09.
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Photo by Makoto Kanno

Elementary school: 1890Matsushiro, Nagano Prefecture.

the part of the Government to employ every means for its promo-
tion."3 There were obstacles, however, and in the decentralization
of 1879 the compulsory education level fell to 16 months. When the
Government picked up the. reigns again (1880), the period of com-
pulsory education was fixed at 3 years. In the reform of 1886 it
was raised to 4 years; in 1908 it was increased to 6, where it re-
mained until 1941 when the Government was considering plains to
advance it officially to 8 years. Though not required as a part of
the compulsory schooling, around 67 percent of the children vol-
untarily went on to higher primary school For a total of 8 to 9 years
of formal education.

While many countries were having difficulty enforcing school
attendance, the Japanese public saw the importance of education.
The sense of obligation among parents became so strong that the
number of-children receiving elementary education rose rapidly from
25 percent in 1871 to 35 percent in 1875, 46 percent in 1886, 61 per-

3 [Department of the Interior, Bureau of Education,) Education in Japan (Circulars of
the Bureau of Education, Wamhington, D. S. Government Printing ()Mee, 1875), p. 141.
(No. 2-1875.)
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cent in 1896, 95 percent in 1900, and to 99.8 percent in 1944.4 At
the compulsory level, then, most Japanese children were in school,
and there was opportunity for all economic and social classes to go
to school. As in other countries, there were differences in the
quality of schools and the wealthier could send their children to
those they considered to be preferred schools.5

The almost universal use of the school uniform tended to bridge
the social gap between rich and poor. In morals courses, some in-
struction was aimed at a leveling of social classes. In fact, the
expanding capitalistic economy allowed considerable mobility up the
line into managerial and official positions.

At the end of the 6-year elementary school, decision was made
as to the educational track the child would followthe academic
leading to the university or some other track. Once this choice
was made, there was little opportunity to change to another track.
As he went up the school ladder in his particular track, the child's
opportunity to change narrowed further. Secondary schools and
schools above that level charged tuition. Schooling was expensive,
and usually the few who could afford it were the ones who could
go on without too much difficulty. Higher education usually was
the privilege of the elite. For the poor but bright there was a
strugglenot uncommon in other countries. It was alleviated some-
what by the existence of numerous 114.1 funds provided by the
Government. Of greater assistance was the tradition of personal
benevolence in education matters. Sometimes a boy's advanced
education would be subsidized by former teachers and by friends.

The patronage system which led a feudal lord (daimyo) to provide
for the education of his retainers' children has survived to the
present. A wealthy landowner in a community will assume re-
sponsibility for the schooling of promising local sons of the poor,
in some instances' putting as many as 100 students through the
university. The institution of adoption and marriage (yoshi),
whereby a young man was adopted into the home of his bride and
succeeded to the headship of her house, was another means by which
native ability might have an opportunity to be developed. In
summary, there was a single track at the elementary or compulsory
level cnly. In general, beyond that level the sons of wealthier
families and a few poor boyS whose education was subsidized were

4 G. B. Ransom, The Western World and Japan New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1950), p.
400, and Robert King Hall, Education for a New Japan, p. 333, In this connection Hall
points out that it is doubtful whether any other Nation in the war year 1944 could claim
an equal figure.

5 The attached primary school to the normal school was often considered superior to
ordinary elementary schools ; parents tried to enroll their children In such an Institution.
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able to get the training leading to the university and the positions
deemed to be choice.

Five Educational Tracks

The new national school system was meant to be a single track
with the youth of the country climbing the same school ladder.
In the 1880's, with the adoption of European-type secondary schools
and universities, a multiple system began to evolve which consisted
of five separate tracks. Chart II on page 37 shows the prewar
organization of the Japanese school system as of the "normal year"
1937.

1. Academic track for boys. The academic track was highest in
public esteem. The quality of education, especially at the higher
level, was to be maintained by restricting it to a small and select
groupan elite. It consisted of a 6-5-3-3 ladder, leading from the
regular 6-year elementary school to the preferred 5-year middle school
(chu gakko),n to the selective 3-year higher school (koto gakko), to
the 3-year university (daigaku). Entrance examinations at each level
after the first were a barrier. About 10 percent of the graduates of
elementary school were able to enter the academic track by passing
the examination to the Government middle school. At least 1 middle
school was found in each Prefecture. This lower secondary school
for boys (mostly from towns and cities, with a sprinkling of
farmers' sons) was preparatory for the next levelthe higher
school. The middle school program was a terminal course for
about 72 percent of the students. The curriculum did not take this
fact into account, since it was academic, while most of the graduates
became clerks or went into small businesses. Others went on to
higher school or broke out of the track and went to normal or
technical school.

The Government higher schools, of which there were 32, were
preparatory to the university, providing pre-professional training
and some general education. Ab Out 1 out of 7 candidates sitting
for the higher school examination was able to pass, and about 7.7
percent of the middle school graduates were accepted. The Govern-
ment policy was one of restricting entrance into higher school by
quota so as to keep down the number going on to the university
and swelling the ranks of the white-collar unemployed.

If they succeeded and had the means to go on, higher school
graduates went on to 1 of the 9 Imperial universities (including

8 Better students often were admitted to the higher school after 4 years of middle school.
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Chart II.Prewar multiple track Japanese school system
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for the higher school and, if successful, finish the latter in 3 years. Such students might
graduate from the university at the end of their 16th school year.

J Graduates of the vocational school could enter the technical college.

1 each in Korea and Formosa) or to 1 of the 12 lesu-esteemed single-
faculty Government universities, or 1 of the 25 private universities.
Though the more ambitious tried for the Tokyo Imperial University
as the key, to a Government position, so difficult was the entrance
examination that many were unable to win a place. These studied
on their own and tried again, went to another university, or took
positions. The total enrollment of universities was limited in 1938
to just under 73,000almost entirely men. About one-half of 1 per-
cent of the children who had entered elementary school completed
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the university course. Though the universities produced research
and 3cholarship of a higher order, they were accused by some
Japanese of "exclusiveness, unfriendliness and impracticality."'

2. Gir18' track.In Confucian-oriented Japan, the first major
divergence from the single track was separate and different educa-
tion for girls. From the third year of elementary school the cur-
riculum differed for girls. They were almost completely barred
from the higher rungs of the ladder, though a few (210 in 1937)
were admitted to some of the Imperial universities. Girls desiring
more than an elementary education went on to 4- or ii-year girls'
high schools (koto jo gakko).8 These were attended by about 8
percent of the graduates of elementary school. Most of these girls
were daughters of middle and upper class city and town families
and of the wealthier farm families. Curriculum emphasis was on
the cultivation of national mcrality and womanly virtue.

While the boys went from a middle school to higher school, the
girls had no middle school. Their school was called a high school
and was expected to be terminal. In these girls' schools equipment
was often poorer, libraries were smaller, textbooks were simpler,
and instruction was considered to be less thorough. They had
fewer hours of the basic subjects (Nctional language, science, mathe-
matics, history, and geography) and specialized in the finishing
school type of subject (sewing, music, dancing, flower-arrangement,
and tea ceremony) as prerequisite `o marriage. Girls who were
serious in their academic purposes were not always satisfied. For
them, the Government established 3 higher normal schools. For
further study the girls went to the 60 private girls' colleges, often
missionary-founded, for a liberal arts training stressing language
and literature. Some of these institutions offered homemaking.
Usually 3-year institutions, they were roughly equivalent to the
boys' higher school. This was the highest level normally open to
women in Japan.

In general, it was believed that girls had little need or desire for
academic trainingtheir roles were to be good wives and mothers.
In the rising nationalist period, the additional purpose of making
them loyal patriots and skilled war workers was recognized. This
purpose was to be achieved primarily through youth school train-
ing. A scant. 6 percent went beyond girls' high school.

7 Kaltakusba, May 1949, as transluted in : Allied Translator and Interpreter Section,
Higher Education and /In Administration: 'With Auslysls So. 295. [Tokyo],
GHQ, SOAP, May 24, 1949), p. 1.

8 Graduates of the higher elementary school were sometimes allowed to complete girls'
high sehdol in 3 years. If a girl wanted more than the 4 or 5 years, she sometimes could
get a postgraduate course of 2 to 3 yearn in a specialized subject.
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3. .Vormal 8chool track.A separate track was devoted to teacher
training. The Government placed reliance on teachers to indoctri-
nate the Nation's youth in nationalism, and it took particular pains
in their education. It paid their expenses and exacted a period of
service in return (10 years for male normal school graduates and
5 years for females) according to the regulations established by
Mori in 1886.° Later the required service was reduced to 41/2 years
for both men and women. The normal school track itself was
divided into 5 types of institutions as of 1937:

First, the ordinary normal school (shihan gakko) for training elementary
teachersat least 1 school to a Prefectureincluded a 1st or "A" section
of ri years in length entered on graduation from the higher elementary
school and a 2d or "B" section of 2 years in length entered on graduation
from middle or girls' high school.

Second, the youth normal school (seinen shihan gakko) specialized in
training teachers for the youth schools, especially in vocational subjects.
It was a 2-year institution and enrolled graduates of vocational, middle,
girls high, and normal schools who had completed at least 11 years of
education or its equivalent.

Third, the higher normal school (koto shihan gakko) was a more advanced
institution offering a 4-yea course for normal, middle, or girls' high school
graduates to prepare them for teaching in ordinary normal, middle, girls'
high, and vocational schools. There were separate institutions for men
and women.

Fourth, the two national universities of literature and science (bunrika
daigaku) at Tokyo and Hiroshima were graduate schools affiliated with
local higher normal schools from which most of their students were drawn.
Their aim was to promote research and advanced study in the arts and
sciences and in education and to prepare teachers for middle schools.

Fifth, the specialized teacher training institute (kyoin yoseijo) offered a
3-year course for middle school graduates in technical subjects such as
agriculture and prepared teachers primarily for vocational schools. The
Institutes were attached to Government universities and technical colleges.

Most of the teachers at the higher school and university level were
graduates of the Imperial universities without professional training
in teaching. There was no particular discrimination against normal
schools for teacher traineesonly a feeling that teachers in the
lower schools occupied a sensitive position in relation to the general
public which called for specialized preparation while those prepar-
ing for teaching institutions of higher learning did not need the
same type of preparation. From 1886 on, normal school students
were given military training and indoctrination in loyalty and
patriotism. They were required to live in dormitories under strict

0 Department of Hdocation, Ordinance N. Notifications, mad MN/ruction. Relating, to Edu-
cation (Tokyo, the Department, [18871, p. 03 and 85-813.
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supervision. If they transferred to the academic ladder, they usu-
ally had to drop back 2 years and start higher school from the
beginning; they were not to enter the university directly.

4. Technical, school track.Despite pressure for technical educa-
tion to help in modernizing the country, Japan had inherited an
attitude that common laborwhich dirtied the handswas demean-
ing. The lower classes were responsible for doing the drudgery.
Consequently, technical and vocational education held lower status.
At the secondary level, vocaticnal and technical education consisted
of a 5-year vocational school (jitsugyo gakko) for the training of
middle-grade technicians. The schools were designated as agricul-
tural, commercial, industrial, fisheries, colonization, and miscella-
neous. These trade schools offered little in liberal arts. They ac-
ximmodated about 10 percent of the elementary school graduates.

AL the higher level, the technical institute (semmon glikko) was
a 3 to 5-year single-department college preparing skilled techni-
cians for business, industry, and government. They were not ranked
as universities. The majority of the 300 prewar technical institutes
were colleges of industry or of commerce. Others, counting as many
as a dozen each, were colleges of agriculture, fisheries, medicine,"
and pharmacy. There were also a few in music, art, textiles, foreign
languages, theology, and physical education at this level. These
institutes provided opportunity for higher technical and semiprofes-
sional education to 3 or 4 times the number of students who attended
the universities. To many of these youth the academic ladder was
not readily accessible.

5. Youth school track. The fifth track was that of the youth
schools (seinen gakko). Created in 1935 to serve the needs of the
State, they provided a 2- to 7-year part-time or full-time continua-
tion education for laboring youth who had finished the elementary
school and otherwise did not have the opportunity to go further.
In 1941, this group and those attending higher primary school con-
stituted about 75 percent of the Nation's young people between the
ages of 13 and 15." The Government appropriated a considerable
budget to provide them with a practical form of vocational training,
hoping thereby to increase the Nation's agricultural and industrial
productivity and to provide pre-induction military training.

Teacherspreferably graduates of the vocational schoolwere
trained in youth normal schools set up by cities and Prefectures to

10 The U. S. Education Mission recommended that these medical institutes he required
to meet certain minimum standards or be discontinued. See Report of the United States
Educution Mission to Japan (Washington, U. S. Government Printing Office, 1940). p. 59.
(Dept 'Intent of State Publication 2579, Far Eastern Series 11.).

Mashnorl Hiratsuka, Some Important Moments in the History of Modern Japanese
Education. Bulletin of the Research Institute of Comparative Eduee,ion and Culture, 1:
99, March 1957. (English edition, Faculty of Education, Kyushu University.)
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provide this vocational training and teach the national virtues.
Morals and civics were stressed for both boys and girls, military
training for boys (about a third of the school week), and home eco-
nomics and sewing for girls.

During the war years the youth schools were devoted almost ex-
clusively to military end3 and were inspected by subordinate army
officers. Some were practically converted into war factories. Some
15,000 were scattered throughout the country and primarily in rural
sections. From April 1939 on, the Government made attendance
compulsory for boys up to the age of 19 who had Hot attended
middle school. It was not compulsory for girls though many at-
tended. Youth schoois were "class schools" for the lower socio-
economic groups. They served the majority of the Nation's youth.

Table 1 presents the school careers available to academic and
tech:tical students 1%1:He table 2 presents similar information for
others on the nonacademic ladder.

The five tracks from the favored academic to the youth school
track afforded widely differing opportunities depending on sPr, resi-
dence, wealth, and other factors. The system

Table 1.Possible school careers for acad.', lc 2 technical students in Japan:
Prowl. yo

Type of track
Years In
school
career

Type of
ladder Sequence of schools

Normal I 13 8-2 -5 8 -year elementary.
2-year higher elementary.
5-year normal (1st section).

Normal 13 6-5-2 6-year elementary.
5-year girls' high.
2-year normal (2d section) or 2-year youth normal.

Technical or normal 14 8-5-3 8 -year elementary.
5-year middle or girls' high.
3-year technical or normal or youth normal.

Technical or normal 15 6-5-4 6-year elementary.
5-year middle or girls' high.
4-year higher technical or higher normal.

Academic 3 16 6-4-3-3 8 -year elementary.
4-year middle.
3-year higher.
3-year university.

Academie 17 6-5-3-3 8 -year elementary.
5-year middle.
3-year higher.
3-year university.

Academic 16-22 6-5- 3-3-
2 to 5

6-year elementary.
5-year middle.
3-year higher.
3-year university.
2 to 5 year graduate school.

I Teacher trainees entered the 13-, 14-, or 15-year o reers; those planning to go into trades and agriculture
entered the 14- or 15-year careers.

Students going on to the university followed the 17-year plan, except when they passed the higher school
entrance examination at the end of the 4th year of middle school, in which case their school career was 16
years.
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Table 2.Possible school careers For nonacademic pupils in Japan: Prewar years

Type of Ladder Sequence of schools

6 6-year elementary, compulsory by law.
6-2 6-year elementary and 2-year higher elementary.
6-4 6-year elementary and 4-year youth school.
6-6 6-year elementary and 5 -year middle school for boys' or girls' high school.
6-2-3 6-year elementary, 2-year higher elementary and 3-year youth school or 3-year voca-

tional school.

education for the more privileged few but other types of education
for the majority ; a "remnant," says the Ministry history, "of the
class distinctions of the Edo Period."12 On the secondary level,
boys' middle schools, girls' high schools, vocational schools. and
youth schools had distinct curriculums without structural or cur-
ricular relation with any other type of school at the secondary level.
Thus the multiple track system of prewar days proved discrimina-
tory to large groups including women, those interested in trades or
vocations, and those at lower socio-economic levels.

First Schools

Besides the mull iple track system, a second factor affecting edu-
cational opportunity was the rating of schools within any single
type such as Government or private. The oldest schools, especially
the ones at the Capital, were considered to hold the highest position.
Tokyo Imperi,,1 University (now called Tokyo. University) was the
first ptbliC institution of higher learning founded in Japan (1877).
It trained civil servants for the early Meiji Government and con-
tinues to serve as preparatory to Government work. Its graduates
staffed executive and judicial posts, leaving primarily the legislative
branch open to graduates of other universities. They rose to positions
of leadership in Japan. As alumni of Tokyo Imperial University,
they were members of an exclusive club wherever they went in Govern-
ment or industry. The "old school tie" feeling was strong, and gradu-
ates brought schoolmates or alumni into their organizations 218 open-
ings permitted. With Tokyo Imperial graduates gaining a near
monopoly On positions in most ministries, including the Ministry of
Education,'" a group of grin finites of Tokyo Imperial University and

12 Trinodation from : Mom bush°, Goknocil Ilachijunen :01i (Tokyo. Mombusho, Shown
:4(1), 52(1. [Ministry of Eauca don. Eighty Year flistory of the Educational System.
Tokyo, the Ministry, 1954. p. 520.] The Edo Period (1603-1868) was the last period of
feadalisut before the Restoration.

13 In 1935 Tokyo Itntierlal University reportedly supplied 89 percent of the (1(1 appoint-
ments In the career civil service. See : John D. Montgomery, k'oeccd to be Tree: The
Artificial Revolution in Berman(! anti Japan (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1957),
h. 84.
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a few of the other early institutions known as the academic clique
(gakubatsu) exercised influence on the Nation's Government and its
schools. Similar "cliques" developed, composed of graduates of
Kyoto University and the private institutions, Waseda and Keio, each
with something of a monopoly on positions in certain fields.

The earliest secondary schools also were accorded high prestige.
The First. Middle School and First Higher School in Tokyo at-
tracted students preparing for admission to Tokyo Imperial Uni-
versity. Middle and higher schools provided an environment for the
establishment of friendships which often remained throughout life.
These close personal ties plus the ties of loyalty to their alma mater
helped build an esprit de eorim. Graduates of Tokyo First Higher
School reportedly were given unofficial priority over those from
other higher schools for entrance to Tokyo Imperial University;
graduates of the Third Higher School in Kyoto reportedly were
favored in entering nearby Kyoto Imperial. Such schools came to
regard their role as that of preparation for the university. The
most exclusive groupthe "inner circle " were products of the 3
"first" institutions: Tokyo First Middle School, Tokyo First Higher
School, and Tokyo Imperial University. Graduates of the other 8
Imperial universities had status primarily in their own regions. If
judged by the number employed without taking into account differ-
ences in goals of the institutions from which they graduated, they
had less opportunity to be employed in the central Government.

When a chain of higher schools was founded, they, too, were
ranked in the hierarchy of higher schools with the oldest generally
being the most highly esteemed. The higher schools though did not
necessarily feed into the nearest of the regionally distributed Impe-
rial universities. Their graduates were ambitious to get into Tokyo
Imperial University. As second choice, they would go to one of the
other eight Imperial universities. The reason was obviousin nor-
mal times the most desirable appointments in Government and busi-
ness tended to go to Tokyo Imperial graduates and a few graduates
from such institutions as Kyoto University and Tokyo Higher Com-
mercial School; in times of depression, it was considered a practical
necessity to be a graduate of the preferred schools to get a position
in Government or in the larger business firms. Certain key posts
in the civil service and in teaching were barred to all except. Impe-
rial university graduatesa cause of discontent among graduates
of the private universities."

14 Hugh LI. Keen leyskle and A. F. Thomas, Ilistory of Japanese hill owl Present
Educational System (Tokyo, Ilokuseldo Press, 19371. p. 208.
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Among girls' schools at the high school level there was a hier-
archy. The local First Girls' High School normally held higher
prestige than its successors, and a girl who would make a "good"
marriage seemed to need the recommendation of graduation from
such a school. Local middle schools likewise tended to be either
preferred or not preferred, and accounts indicate that parents some-
times sent their youngsters long distances by train each day to give
them the advantage of a first school. There was no districting of
schools at the secondary level.

Entrance Excvninations

Given the demand for admission to the favored schools, entrance
examinations were devised to select those deemed most capable.
Year after year the pressure of numbers presenting themselves to
the first middle schools, higher schools, and universities caused the
examinations to be made so hard that students came to refer to the
experience facing them as "examination hell" (shiken jigoku).

The emphasis on examinations affected both the youth and the
whole educational system. For the youth, cramming was often such
an ordeal that it resulted in injury to health or nervous breakdown,
endemic among students; or occasionally, when a candidate failed,
there was suicide. For the system, the emphasis on examinations
diverted the goals' of schools at all pre-university levels to that of
preparing their students for entrance examinations for the next
higher level. The last year of each school, from the elementary
school up, tended to concentrate on such preparation. Teachers and
schools tended to be judged on the basis of the number of their
graduates who passed.

Often study focused on the published collection of form-r exami-
nation questions. The premium tended to be on rote memorization.
And the examination system itself could corrupt the schools by en-
couraging "back door operations" by which parents might be tempted
to use bribes and pressure to get their children over the obstacle of
the entrance examination. The competitive entrance examination
was considered the effective way to cut down on entrants; it flour-
ished until 1945. The educational careers of many able students
could be cut short by failure in examinations.

Though most of the Nation's children had opportunity to get an
elementary education, and though Japan was an education-conscious
nation, there were areas of educational inequalityas there are in
most countrieswhich limited the development of the full potential
of all her people.



EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Wartime Epoch

45

Aetna 11:?, from the time of the Manchurian Incident of 1931
through World War II, educational interests were increasingly
subordinated to those of a Nation at war, and educational oppor-
tunities were accordingly retrenched. With the burgeoning demands
of the military, it became more and more difficult to get an adequate
proportion of the national budget allocated to educational needs.
At the level of the individual school, local funds in the hands of
individuals were diverted to savings bonds or to providing comfort
kits for the soldiers departing overseas. Universities in the mid-
1930's cancelled their subscriptions to international journals thus
cutting themselves off from scholarly developments overseas. It
was increasingly difficult for them to buy foreign books for their
libraries.

As the Nation turned to an all-out mobilization of energies and
resources for the war in the Pacific, schooling was inevitably re-
stricted. The middle school course was reduced from 5 years to 4
and the higher school course from 3 to 2. University students who
were exempted from compulsory military training were forced into
warplants, especially shipbuilding, until many universities were prac-
tically devoid of students, except for certain essential researchers.

Student mobilization for war industry got under way late, but by
1943, when munition workers were being drafted, the Government
had begun to look to students as the best source for replacement.
It planned to draft about 53,000 students for this purpose. At first
the Ministry ruled that no student could work more than 30 con-
secutive days, but this was found to be too short, and early in 1944
restriction on the length of work was completely lifted. Up to July
1914 the modicum of 6 hours a week of academic instruction was
insisted upon, either during one full day at school or in part-time
instruction on the job. After that date, formal instruction was
abandoned for the most part, except for haphazard classes before
and after work or on holidays. The authorities discovered that
students worked better under the direction of their teachers, so
teachers were assigned to factories with their classes. Since the
wages were lower than those of regular workers and were usually
paid through the school authorities, who deducted fees and insisted
upon forced savings from the remainder, student morale was low.
The leading sects were pressed into service to train priests for
guidance services to youth in factories, to help boost morale and
prevent "dangerous thought."
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In some cases, the schools were turned into factories. This was
true of girls higher schools which were equipped to make uniforms
and technical schools which could make or assemble parts of air-
planes and radios. In many cases where the school was not taken
over for a war plant, it was requisitioned for use as a warehouse,
hospital, or barracks for recruits. Some 3,000 were destroyed in the
bombings.

By October 1944 about 2 million youth were at war work. or 40
percent of those old enough to work. The number was increased
until a month before the end of the war 31/4 million were working,
but their energies were now diverted from war work to civil defense
and earthwork construction for the anticipated invasion. Towards
the end, children were evacuated from the major citie- to remote
rural districts. The education of 16 million children and youth
came to a standstill.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

Equal educational opportunity was one of the ideals underlying
the recommended changes in the Occupation period. It was stated
in the first SCAP Directive on Administration of the Educational
System of Japan" and in the report of the first U. S. Education
Mission," and was incorporated by the Japanese in their Constitu-
tion17 and in their basic education laws."

The Japanese proceeded with their implementation of this ideal
in a variety of ways, including: (1) Consolidation of the five edu-
cational tracks into a single track common to all, (2) development
of comprehensive upper secondary schools, (3) districting of lower
and upper secondary schools, (4) initiation of part-time and exten-
sion or correspondence education at the secondary and higher levels,
(5) provision of coeducation at all levels, (6) extension of the num-
ber of national universities to provide at least 1 in each Prefecture
to make higher education more accessible, and (7) provision of 2- or
3-year junior colleges throughout Japan to provide training at the
semiprofessional level.

15 SCAP, CIE, Education in the New Japan (Tokyo, GHQ, 1948), vol. II, p. 27.
16 Report of the United States Education Mission to Japan, p. Ill.
17 The Constitution of Japan: Effective May 9, 1947 (Washington, U. S. Government

Printing Office, 1947), Article 26, p. 4. (Department of State Publication 2836. Far
Eastern Series 22.)

ts SCAP, CIE, op. cit., vol. II, p. 109.
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Chart Ill.Post-war single track Japanese school system I
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Single-track education. JERC promoted, the Ministry of Educa-
tion drafted, and the Diet passed the School Education Law inau-
gurating a single-track system with a 6-3-3-4 ladder. Chart III,
above, illustrates the new system. The first 2 levels (elementary and
lower secondary) were compulsory, raising the number of compul-
sory years from 6 to 9 or a 50 percent. incret.se in length of required
schooling. These 2 schools were to be open to all and would offer
free schooling. They would require no entrance examination, and,
for a time, examinations for entrance to the upper secondary school
were eliminated to reduce the obstacles to the continuation of a
person's schooling.

Structurally independent specialized secondary schools with dis-
tinct curriculumssuch as boys' middle, girls' high, youth, and
diverse types of vocational schoolsnow were merged into a com-
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mon system for all. Existing plants were used, often with the
former staffs; but purposes and names of the schools were new.
Former middle schools wanted to upgrade themselves to be the new
upper secondary schools (hereafter to be referred to as USS), and
former higher schools aspired to be universities. Most of them were
thus upgraded and became higher level institutions.

The major problem was to accommodate over a million new pupils
in the compulsory lower secondary schools (hereafter called LSS).
These were the sole schools between the elementary schools and the
USS and thus represented an essential segment in terms of equal
educational opportunity. A minimum of 76,000 new classrooms was
required. Though not without protest, some old-system middle
schools were persuaded to turn their plants over to LSS rather than
USS; other LSS were developed from former higher primary
schools and youth schools, or squeezed into already crowded elemen-
tary school plants which forced the schools into multiple sessions.
The rest had to be built at a time of great financial stringency
during the years 1947-49, when Japan had not recovered from the
economic impact of war.

LSS had to compete for funds with homes, hospitals, and with
other. Government buildings. In the first year (1947) half the
budget for executing the 6-3-3 system was granted by the Govern-
ment. In 1948 as adequate a sum as seemed possible was provided
for construction; but in the third year of the program the item was
cut out of the budget entirely. As a result of appeals, a small sup-
plemental budget resulted. A promise of 50 percent of the total
construction costs of all LSS previously had been made by the
Japanese Government on the strength of U. S. Education Mission
recommendations. Then in order to balance the national budget in
fiscal year 1949-50, appropriations from national funds specifically
for school building construction were eliminated. The burden then
reverted to the local communities.19

By dint of great community self-sacrifice, the LSS were built.
Because of failure of aid to materialize, 177 mayors reportedly

10 The U. S. Interim Directive on Economic Stabilization in December 1948 and the
assistance which SCAP received from the Oman Financial Advisory Mission of February-
May 1949 encouraged Japanese authorities to put through a balanced budget for the first
time since 1930. As one cut in the interests of the austerity program, SCAP's Economic
and Scientific Seetion recommended the elimination of LSS construction funds from the
national budget while CIE pleaded the case for retention. From April to September 1949
the 7-man Tax Mission from the U. S. recommended an extensive reorganization of the
taxation system in Japan, including abolition of national subsidies designated specifically
for normal support of public elementary and secondary education and substituting a "gen-
eral purpose national equalization grant" to Prefectures and municipalities. For the Japa-
nese presentation of what was happening in their country, see: Ministry of Education,
Bricks Without Straw (Tokyo, the Ministry, September 15, 1950), 69 p.
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US Army photograph

Community cooperation builds a school in Nagano Prefecture: 1949.

resigned. Maintenance as well as construction of the schools cost
money. Although an essential part of the compulsory system, the
LSS were not completely public supported. Parents were called on
by their PTA's to make voluntary contributions which in 1949-50
amounted to nearly 12 percent of the total expenditures for public
LSS.2°

The next problem was the staffing of schools with trained teachers.
Expansion came at the time when the teaching body wa's being
screened for militarism and ultranationalism. Approximately 25
percent of the teachers resigned to avoid risk of being screened
out; there was a dearth of qualified teachers. New ones were re-
cruited and given a 6-month training course to fill the gap. By the
time the 3-year LSS system had become a reality in 1950, the
schools were staffed, though not necessarily adequately staffed. Some
of the elementary teachers had moved up to the LSS; 12 percent of
the LSS teachers were uncertified. Almost all children of LSS age
were in school; many attended part-time or in half-day sessions.

In spite of great handicaps in an immediate postwar period, the
LSSbeing newfound it easier to establish practices differing
from those resulting from the university entrance examination sys-
tem and developed an independent program for youth in the par-
ticular district. In doing so, it contributed to widening the avenue
of educational opportunity.

Comprehensive upper secondary schools.Under the new system
one USS was created to replace the several types during prewar

20 SCAP, CIE, PostWar Developments in Japanese Education (Tokyo, GHQ, 1952), vol.
I, p. 123.



50 JAPAN : THREE EPOCHS OF MODERN EDUCATION

days. It was difficult to modify curriculums quickly so the former
specialized schools (offering only academic work or agriculture or
commerce) continued while all were required to offer the 38-unit
minimum national curriculum with 85 units for graduation.21 The
Ministry recommended conversion (especially in rural areas) to the
comprehensive type of curriculum which would offer work in the
general education field for university preparation and in 1 or more
vocational fields, in order to provide more educational opportunity.

Formerly in a particular region one town would be served by an
agricultural high school, another by an industrial high school, while
a third had only an academic high school. Youth in all three towns
had to travel great distances by public transportation, generally
trains, to get to desired schools. In the new system, Prefectures
were urged to build comprehensive USS to meet the needs of youth
in each community. Such schools offer in one plant a diversified
curriculum with optional courses to satisfy the academic or the
vocational student. It was recognized that separate specialized
academic or vocational schools might suit needs better in certain
urban situations since there would be several schools nearby from
which pupils could choose. Therefore, the principle was established
that the needs of the pupils should govern the type of the secondary
school.

The pattern of development has varied in different Prefectures.
In some, nearly all USS are of the comprehensive type; in others
they are rare. A Ministry survey of the national situation in 1949
(a year after the establishment of the USS) revealed that 43 per-
cent were comprehensive and 20 percent were single-type 7'ocational
agricultural, industrial, commercial, fishery, and homemaking, in
that order.22 Frequently the comprehensive type had difficulty in
providing vocational education because of the scattering of skilled
teachers and of equipthent from the former vocational schools. The
result was a decline of interest in the vocational part of the program
at that time, according to. reports.

Districting of upper secondary schools. In order to discourage
the'flocking of students to what might become preferred USS, the
Prefectural School Board was authorized under the Board of
Education Law to "divide the prefecture into several attendance
districts . . . for the purpose of promoting 'propagation of and
equalizing opportunity for upper secondary school education."23

Often against opposition by students and alumni of the former
first or favored schools, the process of districting went on in many

21 Ibid., vol. I, p. 126.
22 Wait C. 11. 11 C1. 1 13 1 { 1set' e..e, Secondary Education In Japan, Bulletin of the National Association

of Secondary School Principals, 35 : 22, October 1951.
23 SCAP, CIE, op. cit., vol. II, Article LIV, p. 241.
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parts of Japan, with the encouragement of Military Government
CIE officers. In September 1949, the districting system had been
adopted by :16 of the 46 Prefectures, and the balance were consider-
ing it. As reported by the Ministry of Education in September 1950,
districting helped equalize the quality of the schools; remove the
emphasis on prestige hierarchy among schools; eliminate evils of
the entrance examination; lighten the burden of transportation
costs on parents; bring about closer relations between the PTA,
the community as a whole, and the school; and facilitate liaison
between lower levels of schooling so as to secure better continuity in
the curriculums.24 To help meet some of the problems, the Second
U. S. Mission recommended that school districts be set up around
a natural community which might include several villages, towns,
and cities and that they be large enough in population and in tax
resources to provide adequate facilities and service for the new
educational system.25

With pressure among youth to get into the best competitive posi-
tion for work deemed most desirable, the old attitude of the favored
school was revived. Applicants for entrance to the former first
middle schools (now renamed and serving as USS) were more than
could be accommodated in spite of efforts at districting. The USS
began to demand entrance examinations at their own discretion.
The Ministry of Education issued an intruction in 1951 allowing
them to give achievement tests using the same questions and hold-
ing the tests on the same day in the Prefectures?' Restrictions
crossing district lines were relaxed in many cases; districting as
a method of equalizing secondary school opportunity was not always
easy to put into practice.

Part -time and correspondence education. In an effort to equalize
educational opportunities for working youth, the School Education
Law provided for the establishment of part-time USS. Under the
old system, part-time continuation education for such people was
available only in the youth schools which were recognized as post-
elementary but not as secondary schools. They were considered
inadequate and were legally abolished in April 1948 and at that
time part-time USS were started."

For the first time part-time training was offered as part of the
regular system, utilizing the same USS equipment, the same ad-
ministration, and some of the same staff. Now the program pro-

21 Ministry of Education, Progress of Education Reform in Japan (Tokyo, the Ministry,
1950), p. 31.

25 Report of the Second United States Education Mission to Japan (Washington, U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1950), p. 4.

20 monibuitho, aakusei Hachijunen Shi, p. 543.
27 SCAP, CIE, Post-War Developments in Japanese Education, vol. I, p. 128.
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vided some of the same courses as the regular day-time session, and
for equal credit. It could be given at a time convenient to the
takersin the evenings, vacation periods, or during slack farming
seasons. A student could enroll for the full course and complete
it when he had taken 85 units of credit or he could tike vocational
training useful to him in his work and ignore the credit.

Full time USS are limited to cities and larger towns. In order
to serve the thousands of villages, branch part-time schools were
founded. Some Prefectures established independent part-time USS.
In others, where a full-time USS in a major town also offered a
part-time course, branch schools were established in outlying towns
and villages with the regular school as a center. They offered agri-
cultural and home-making courses to from 100 to 200 farm or factory
youthboys and girlsnear their work. These youth could complete
the requirements necessary for graduation entirely by part-time
attendance or they could alternate with some full-time attendance
or correspondence work, or have a combination of all 3 types.
Naturally, the part-time course required a longer period to cover the
same ground as the full-time coursegenerally 4 years for a 3-year
USS program. Otherwise the 2 courses were intended to be exactly
alike in content and in quality of teaching.

As of 1952, part-time USS students constituted 22.6 percent of
the total number of USS students. Until 1953, there was a gradual
increase in the number of part-time USS; after that time, it sloped
off.

Also under the authority of the School Education Law, corre-
spondence courses at both the LSS and USS as well as the univer-
sity level were planned to provide educational opportunity to de-
mobilized soldiers and to those who could not afford the time to
attend part-time schools or who were too remote from them. The
system was inaugurated in April 1948. It was slow in starting
because of time involved in the production of study materials and
the cost of publication. In time, regular LSS and USS textbooks
and special guidebooks were prepared or authorized by the Ministry
for use as teaching materials. Guidance by mail was provided as
well as occasional opportunities for face-to-face instruction. On
completion of a subject, the student could take a final examination
by mail and, if he passed, receive the same credit as if he had at-
tended class in a regular secondary school.

Public universities, with little experience in extension education,
did not step forward to take leadership in this field. The Ministry
authorized extension education by correspondence to be given to
degree and non-degree students as part of the regular university
program in 6 private universities located in Tokyo: Hosei, Chuo,
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Keio, Nihon, Nihon Women's, and Taniagawa. Besides these, 8 other
private agencies already engaged in specialized correspondence edu-
cation in such fields as radio, engineering, electricity, English, and
music, were approved and their offerings listed in the Ministry
catalog which went to all prefectural boards of education and adult
education organizations. In order to kev the quality equal to that
of regular schooling, minimum standards were established by the
University Accreditation Association in December 1947. Students
received specially prepared te::ts, study-guides, and questions. Their
papers were corrected and returned once a month. In 1949-50,
special 6-week sumo', r courses for correspondence students were
held to give them a sample of college atmosphere and to provide
opportunities for laboratory work. In 1949 these universities en-
rolled some 60,000 students. Since adequate government aid was
not forthcoming, the enrollment fell off to a reported 13,972 in 1952.

By April 1949 the following policies were established to govern
credit given in correspondence courses: (1) A maximum of 90 units
of college and university credit could be taken by correspondence
toward the 120 units required for graduation, (2) a maximum of
24 units of upper secondary credit could be taken by correspondence
toward the 85 units required for graduation, and (3) for lower
secondary correspondence courses certificates were to be given for
each course completed and no examinations were to be given for
entrance to USS in these subjects.

Correspondence education has been used to help elementary and
secondary teachers meet requirements under the new certification
laws. Courses in professional education subjects were developed and
administered for 5 years by the National Education Research In-
stitute, an organ attached to the Ministry. In 1950 it turned over
its task to a committee of the Japan Teacher Education Association,
which developed texts and guidebooks in 12 basic subjects in pro-
fessional education. By January 1952, over 120,000 correspondence
courses had been completed for credit by Japanese teachers. In
1950-51 the budget item for central compiling of courses was cut
out, and the program was continued on a reduced scale by a vol-
untary organization. The administration of the correspondence
courses for teachers was taken over by departments of education in
the new national universities.

Coeducation.One of the reforms during this period was the in-
troduction of coeducation above the elementary level. In line with
advice of the Education Mission equal educational opportunity was
made available to Japanese women.

In the discussions of JERC, it was felt that coeducation should
be effective through the lower secondary level; but the council
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added, "During the ages of 15 or 16 to 17 or 18 in the upper sec-
ondary school, when pupils' feelings are unstable, coeducation is
optional."28 So in the Fundamenbil Law of Education, where co-
education was authorized, it was made permissive rather than
mandatory. Article V said: "Men and women shall esteem and
cooperate with each other. Coeducation, therefore, shall be rec-
ognized in education."2°

At the elementary level, it had been a reality though there were
differences in treatment of boys and girls from the 3rd grade on.
These differences now were to be eliminated and girls were to be
taught the same subjects, from the same texts as were boys. At the
LSS, coeducation was mandatory and was in effect by 1949-2 years
after the law was passed.

At the USS level where coeducation was urged by the Ministry
but -made optional, its acceptance was slower and met with stiffer
resistance. Traditional moral standards in Japan had kept boys
and girls apart from the age of 7. The public, however, gradually
came to "show approval of the results of coeducation."3° By 1949,
partly because of economies effected and partly because of growing
acceptance, some 55 percent of Government USS were coeducational,
and the percentage continued to rise.

Wonien generally were in favor of coeducation at all levels, while
men tended to be against it. Above the LSS level, the general public
was opposed to it. According to a newspaper public opinion poll
taken April 5-6, 1952, about the time the Occupation period was
ending, the result's were as follows :81

Question: What do you think of coeducation?
1. In elementary school?

Answers: In favor of it 76.8 percent
Against It 9.1 percent
Don't know 14.1 percent
2. In lower secondary school?

Allmon: In favor of it 44.0 percent
Against it 38.7 percent
Don't know 17.3 percent

. 3. In upper secondary school?
Ammon: In favor of it 26.9 percent

Against It 53.4 percent
Don't know 19.7 percent

sa Japanese Education Reform Council, Education Reform in Japan: The Present Status
and The Problems Involved (Tokyo, the Council, 1950), p. 45.

ss SCAP, CIE, Education in the New Japan, vol. II, p. 110.
30 Ministry of Education, Progrece of Education Reform in Japan, p. 25.
31 Yomiuri Shimbun, April 24, 1952. Japanese public opinion polling follows techniques

similar to those in use in the U. S. For comments on Japanese polls and their results, see :
'Herbert H. Hyman,-World Stirveysthe Japanese Angle, International Journal of Opinion
and Attitude Research, 1: 20-21, June 1947.



EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 55

Educational opportunity at the university level was opened to
women by the reform in higher education. Thirty-four of the
former women's colleges were recognized as universities exclusively
for women while the rest of the almost 200 public and private uni-
versities were coeducational. If junior colleges are counted, there
were about 100,000 women in college or approximately 3 out of every
100 women of college age. Actually the enrollment of women in
the new national universities was relatively small I) percent. of the
total enrollment in 1950and in the former Imperial universities
it was but slightly over 1 percent.82

Equality of educational opportunity for both sexesnow author-
ized in lawwas in effect at the compulsory levels when the Peace
Treaty became operative. Tradition and an economy which favors
men over women when jobs are scarce have kept down the numbers
of women in higher education." Though the number of women in
Government universities is small, women are appearing in increas-
ing numbers.

Extension of higher education."In order to increase the oppor-
tunities for liberal education at higher levels, it would be desirable
to liberalize to a considerable extent the curricula of the preparatory
schools (Koto Gakko) leading to the universities, and those of the
more specialized colleges (Semmon Gakko) so that a general college
training would become more widely available . . . In addition to
providing more colleges, it is proposed that more universities be
established according to a considered plan." So advised the U. S.
Education Mission."

The system of higher education concentrating on academic train-
ing for those destined to become leaders with separate higher
training for technicians, teachers, and women (See chart II on
page 37) was reorganized into a single-tr:.ck pattern similar to that
of the 4-year college in the U. S. following 12 years of elementary
and secondary education. The university might also offer graduate
training for the M. A. and Ph. D. degrees. The latter programs were
for specified times to replace the indefinite term graduate training
of former times.

The university system of prewar days was developed by the
Japanese on the German pattern and, like its counterpart, em-
phasized research. It was a place for high specialization.

32 ECAP, CIE, Post-War Developments in Japanese Education, vol. I, p. 329. [Tokyo
and Kyoto Universities have discouraged the admission of women.]

33 Recent statistics of the Women's and Minors' Bureau report that half the women
graduates from higher educational institutions found Jobs and that most of them were in
teaching. See : Ministry of Labor, Status of Women in Postwar Japan (Tokyo, the Min-
istry, 1956), p. 9.

34 Report of the U. S. Education Mission to Japan, p. 61.
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There was an average of 8 independent national and public
(Prefectural and municipal) colleges in each Prefecture, somet hues
with duplication of courses and facilities. In many cases the plants
were situated in the same city. For example, a men's normal
school would be a short distance from the women's normal school.
The Occupation authorities recommended administrative consolida-
tion of these several institutions into 1 university to reduce over-
lapping and, by pooling their facilities, strengthen their offerings.
The integration of the local normal school into this new university,
it was hoped, would stimulate the normal school to raise standards
and the level of teacher education.

Though 12 private universities, 5 of them colleges for women,
were chartered as 4-year universities in 1948, the major shift for
public institutions was carried out under the National School Estab-
lishment Law of May 1949,35 which allowed 249 former higher
institutions to consolidate to form 68 new-type national universities.
The law reflected certain views worked out in JERC sessions:

1. There should be 1 national university in each of the 46 Prefectures,
formed by a merger of all national higher institutions in the area.
2. Branches of the university could be located in other cities of the Pre-
fecture.

3. General education and professional courses in teacher education must
be offered by at least one faculty or division of each national university.
4. Youth normal schools were to be abolished and their facilities used by
the new national universities.

5. In general, the name of the university should be that of the Prefecture
unless local sentiment dictated otherwise.

6. The faculty should be recruited from persons recommended by the units
which make up the university.

While the accreditation of the new universities was to be left
up to a private accreditation association, no institution had the legal
right to open its doors until it was officially chartered by the Min-
istry of Education. A special committee was set up by the Ministry
to decide whether the prospective applicant had sufficient poten-
tialities to be given the right of establishment. Since the economy
had not yet recovered sufficiently to permit rebuilding of the uni-
versities or supplying them with facilities such as libraries and lab-
oratories, the chartering committee took this fact into account in
interpreting a school's potentialities.

Two-thirds of the universities were former technical institutes,
some of which were little more advanced than secondary level. Al-
most 75 percent of the universities had not been of university status

35 For full text, see : SCAP, CIE, Post-War Developments in Japanese Eduation, vol. II,
p. 59-84.
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before. Suddenly, they became universities. They were given the
title on condition that they would make appropriate changes within
2 to 5 years to meet the minimum standards set by the University
Accreditation Association. The intention was to have the chartering
committee inspect the campus within a year after the charter was
granted to see if the conditions had been met, but small staffs and
inadequate funds made such follow-up difficult.

Decentralization of higher education was accomplished to a degree
in the establishment of a national university in each of the 46 Pre-
fectures. One-third of the new universities were in Tokyo; but for
the first time, university education was now within reach of rural
youth in their home Prefectures. The integration of normal schools
and technical institutes into universities gave them opportunity to
offer advanced training at a higher academic level. Discriminations
on the basis of sex, social position, and preparatory school were,
reduced; and selection was based more or less equally on 3 criteria :
namely, an aptitude test, an achievement test, and an evaluation of
the candidate's secondary school record. In 1950 Tokyo University
contributed 45 percent of the 429 civil service appointees, compared
to 89 percent in 1935.38 As has been true in many other parts of
the world since the war, Japanese students flocked to the universities
in ever-increasing numbers; soon their total was over a half million
or about 0.5 percent of the total population and roughly 7 percent
of the youth of university age. Some 10 percent were women.

In order to widen opportunity for needy students, the Japan
Scholarship Society, a quasi-Government organ, received increased
funds from the national budget for scholarships. In 1947 when
immediate postwar conditions made need particularly high, the
society granted 3 times as many scholarships as before the war and
the society's working funds were 8 times those of prewar days.
By 1952, some 3 billion yen ($8.3 million) were granted in scholar-
ships to 20 percent of the university students and 3 percent of USS
students. In addition, the National Government subsidized the
Student's Aid Association, which established a chain of welfare
halls in university centers to provide housing for students and
sponsored the organization of student employment offices throughout
the .country. A. major unit was set up in the Ministrycalled the
Student Affairs Sectionwhich coordinated and assisted in part-
time employment, scholarship aid, student cooperatives, school in-
dustries, and other student relief measures.

The requirement of the new universities that each student take
6Joiir. D. Montgomery, Forced to be Free: The Artificial Revolution in Germany and

Japan, p. 85.
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36 units of general education-12 each in the humanistic, social, and
natural sciencesmeant that the former specialization was reduced
and that all students would have opportunity for liberal arts train-
ing, a new concept in university education in Japan.

Guidance of university students through student personnel services
was becoming available at all institutions, personnel officers were
being trained, and there seemed to be a general recognition of the
need for student counseling in higher education. The individual
student's welfare was increasingly a matter of national concern.

Provision for junior colleges.While the university system was
being reorganized, a demand for a 2-year, semiprofessional, junior
college type of higher education arose. SCAP opposed Japanese
organization of such institutions, fearing that such action might
encourage multiple track education. Having no alternative, most
of -the 600 former higher schools, normal schools, and technical
institutes merged with other secondary schools and some with uni-
versities to become new universities or tried as individual institutions
to upgrade themselves to university level. No provision was made
for semiprofessional education. Some 70 of the former private
technical institutes found they could not qualify as universities and
began to request junior college status. The situation was alleviated
somewhat when, 2 years after the School Education Law was passed,
SCAP policy was changed, as a result of a personal recommendation
made by the Minister of Education, to provide for the introduction
of the junior college system.

On advice of JERC, an amendment to the School Education Law
was passed in May 1949 which permitted 2- or 3-year short-term
universities (junior colleges) as a temporary system.

The new junior college offered both general education and tech-
nical education in agriculture, technology, commerce, or the like
for men, and in homemaking, nursing, or social work for women.
In order to provide opportunity to youth who wished to transfer
to the university, as the old technical institute had not done, provision
was made for a graduate of junior college to transfer without
prejudice to the third year of .the national university system.

In 1950, when the amendment took effect, 186 institutions applied
to the University Chartering Committee for charters as junior
colleges. Of these, 151 were approved just about a month before
the opening of the school year, including 17 national, 41 prefectural
and municipal, and 93 private. The majority (1 "'5) were coeduca-
tional; 11 were for women only; and 25, for men only 87 Quotas

37 Dafeblro Eidaka, The Aftermath of Educational Reform, Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, 308: 148, November 1986.
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established for entering students totaled about 20,000. Because the
junior colleges were chartered so near the time when they were to
accept students, the entering classes the first year came to but 63 per-
cent of this figure.

Since most Japanese young women look toward marriage, they
prefer a 2-year to a 4-year collegeone close to home and providing
homemaking education. More than half of the junior college stu-
dents are women. In many cases the junior college has become pri-
marily a women's college 38 The second U. S. Education Mission rec-
ommended an expansion of the junior college system to meet the need
for varied types of semiprofessional education in Japan.

Education for all.In 1950, JERC, in preparation for the arrival
of the Second U. S. Education Mission, took stock of the advances
the Nation had made. It said :

We have now achieved the setting up of a new framework for democratic
education on the basis of the support of our people, who have sworn to
follow the path of truth, freedom, and peace.

There has been established a new six-three-three-four educational setup
of a clear, simple character, under which education is obtainable equally by
every individual . .39

The Second U. S. Education Mission arrived in August 1950, and
noted that the past 5 years had been significant ones and that Japan
was "rapidly developing a democratic Nation."4° Continuing prob-
lems affecting equal educational opportunity for all were reflected
in recommendations of this Mission. Among others they included :
(1) The "public elementary and lower secondary schools must be
absolutely free to all the children of all the people" including free
textbooks and materials, (2) the upper secondary school should be
free to all who wish to attend, (3) the teacher education departments
of universities should be better equipped and supported, and (4) the
quality and content of the new universities should be developed.

Many scholars have pondered on the apparent turn to democracy
in the attitudes of the Japanese toward education. Democratic
reforms seem to have been accepted largely because they met long-
standing needs and fit into certain aspects of the culture; and they
were logical next steps in an existing process. For example, the
extension of the compulsory years from 6 to 9 met a demand of
the Japanese people for more education. It was, in fact, in line with
moves already taken. The educational reform of 1941 had aimed
to raise the compulsory years to 8 and, though not strictly enforced,

30 Akira Watanabe, Reform Problems of Present Junior Colleges in Japan, Junior College
Journal, 28: 84, October 1957.

39 Japanese Education Reform Council, Education Reform in Japan: The Present Status
and the Problems Involved, p. 190.

40 Report of the Second United States Education Mission to Japan, p. 1.
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about 75 percent of the Nation's youth were already going beyond
the required years. The particular 6-3-3 ladder recommended by
the U. S. Education Mission was not unfamiliar to Japanese edu-
cators. As early as the 1930's a professor of education at Tokyo
Imperial University, the late Shigetaka Abe, had recommended its
adoption to Prime Minister Konoye; but his proposal was not fol-
lowed out by the military group in power at that time.''

Coeducation was a fulfillment of feminine demand for equal
educational opportunity. Women's experience in war work gave
them a taste of wider responsibility and resulted in their wider
acceptance for responsibilities throughout the Nation.

The Present Period

Compulsory schooling and the LSS.Following the Peace Treaty,
certain groups, and particularly large tax-payers, who questioned
costs of the new education, proposed that the compulsory education
years be reduced from 9 to 8, arguing that this would save the
country 10 billion yen (nearly $27.8 million) annually?' They
said that students could be taught as much in 8 as in 9 years if the
school program were upgraded. The ideas were stressed by various
businessmen. It was indicated by some that youth might more
profitably be drawn into the labor market at the end of their 8th
year at age 14 or 15.

The reaction of the Japanese public generally and the Japan
Teachers Union was immediate. They supported the 6-3 system,
holding that the 9 years of compulsory education meant greater
opportunity for their children, which they desired." Editors and
educators opposed plans for revision and reportedly continue to do
so today."

At the USS Principals Association meeting in Tokyo in May
1957, it was proposed that a separate track be set up for those in-
tending to go on to the university. It would consist of the LSS and
USS together in a 6-6 system. The 6-3-3 would be kept for those
not intending to go on and would become the lower and the voca-
tional ladder. There were protests against this proposal in the
newspapers, especially by LSS teachers, and the 9 years of com-
pulsory education has continued.

41 Masunori Hiratsuka, Some Important Moments in the History of Modern Japanese
Education, p. 99.

42 Nippon Time.% October 28, 1951.
44 Mombusho. Galeueet Hacht/unen 6M, p. 708.
44Noboru Ito, The Reform of Japanese Education, Japan Quarterly, 3 : 430, October

December 1956.
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What about the particular ladder, known as the 6-3 system?
The 3-year LSS seemed the principal problem. When it was in-
stituted in 1947-49, it lacked buildings, facilities, and trained
teachers. It was little more than an extension of elementary edu-
cation whose facilities it frequently used. Since the system went
into effect, villages, towns, and cities have made great sacrifices
and raised money, built buildings, and hired teachers. Reportedly
the schools have improved year by year and enjoy increased public
approval."

Comprehensive school status.Roughly half of those who com-
plete LSS go to the USS. There they have a choice between the
general or liberal arts, course preparing them for the university and
one of the vocational courses4° preparing them for immediate entry
into the occupational world. The general or academic course is in
greater demand. Only 30 percent of those who take the academic
course go on to college, while the remaining 70 percent, who go
directly into jobs, have no vocational training. A Ministry state-
ment on the vocational education situation said :

Teachers have lost their awareness of the importance of industrial edu-
cation, and parents have lost interest in it. Such being the case, students
who select the course have gradually declined in quality and number com-
pared with those enrolled in the regular liberal arts course.47

Many Japanese felt that the former vocational schools were tooled
up for industrial, commercial, and agricultural education, while the
comprehensive schools probably could not acquire the equipment and
staff to do as well in this specialized education. Some of the com-
prehensive or multi-cotuse schools have changed to 1-course special-
ized vocational schools. By so doing, said the members of a prefec-
tural board, it was possible to assemble equipment needed for the
training. This board also felt that by separating the general from
the vocational, students in the latter would have a better educa-
tional opportunity. Employers, represented by the Japan Federa-
tion of Employers' Associations, are supporting the establishment of
vocational 6-year USS.48

School districting. Most of the Prefectures have school district-
ing at the elementary and lower secondary level. At the upper sec-
ondary level practice varies. Districting exists in Hokkaido and
the Prefectures of Kyoto, Fukui, Hiroshima, Ehime, and Fukuoka.

Taman Maeda, The Direction of Postwar Education, Jar an Quarterly, 3: 418, October
December 1956.

w Courses normally available in the USS are general, agricultural, technical,and home-making. Schools with 2 or more of these courses are called comprehensive.
n See: Mombusho. Gakuset Hachijunen Shi, p. 654.

See : Japan Times, Dec. 27, 1957.
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In some places, such as Tokyo Metropolis, the USS districts have
been enlarged with many schools included, and students may try
for the school of their choice within the district. In some schools
a certain number of places are reserved for girls to assure the main-
tenance of the principle of coeducation.

A unique solution to the problem of meeting the demand for hnd
retaining the advantages of equalizing educational opportunity as
intended by the districting system, is to be seen in Hiroshima Pre-
fecture. In 1955 it was found that nearly half of the students in
the old First Middle School of Hiroshima City (now called Ko-
kutaiji Upper Secondary School) were there in violation of the
district limitations some coming in from outside the city as for-
merly. So the old school district lines were wiped out, and the
city was made into one big school district with the five secondary
schools in Hiroshima City on an equal basis. Each of the five was
now comprehensive, but some had fcrmerly been academic and some
vocational. All students aspired to enter the top academic school.
(It qualified as a comprehensive school because it had added a home-
making course to its general course.)

.To solve the problem, the educational authorities decreed that all
five schools were to give the same entrance examination at the same
time. The student could take the test anywhere and specify his
choice of school in the order of his preferences. The authorities
then distributed the students to the five USS on two grounds: (1)
According to the individual's first choice if he made a high score,
and (2) according to the needs of the school in order to equalize
the overall quality of the entrants with that of the others. If a
youth who made a high score elected the vocational course of one
of the lesser schools, he got his first choice. Even many who made
low scores were permitted to enter the former prestige school, on
the theory that seine from each ability group should go to each of
the schools. This solution has not seemed popular; but so far, it
is one of the attempts to hold to the gains of districting in equaliz-
ing educational opportunity through the USS level.

Continuation of part-time and extension. eour8e8.Full-time USS
are limited primarily to cities and larger towns. Many towns and
villages in the rural areas are unable to provide regular upper. sec-
ondary education. The part-time (night) USS or the correspond-
ence work at the same level were two special systems designed to
meet the needs of working youth. The part-time USS are continu-
ing to serve some 21 percent of all secondary school students.4°

40 Ministry of Education, Education in 1955: Annual Report of the Ministry of Educa-
tion (Tokyo, the Ministry, 1957), p. 50.
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Many of the students now are young people who failed the exami-
nation of the regular USS and are preparing for another try at
the examination.

On the 10th anniversary (November 24, 1957) of the establishment
of the part-time USS and the correspondence course at the same
level a newspaper commented that interest in these types of schools
had faded. The number of part-time USS had decreased by 91
during 1957 and 55 more would probably be going out of existence.
At the same time, course offerings in correspondence education have
expanded to make it possible for a working youth to graduate from
USS through correspondence study alone. Reportedly more teach-
ers are needed for these programs." In speaking about these schools,
former Minister of Education Tamon Maeda said :

There must also be a change in thinking on the part of society as a whole.
Employers must learn, when hiring men, not to rely simply upon . their
educational histories, but ... on ... their actual abilities, and a considera-
tion of their overall character.51

Coeducation increases. Majority public opinion favors coeduca-
tion, it was revealed by the Ministry of Education in 1957 when it
presented the results of a survey conducted in cooperation with lo-
cal boards of education during 1956.52 According to these findings,
there were 263 USS throughout the Nation which were coeduca-
tional at the time the system was initiated in 1948. Since that time
the number has increased year by year until by 1956 there were
1,895 regular USS that were coeducational or 63.9 percent of all
such schools, and 1,445 part-time USS, or 81.5 percent of such part-
time schools. No serious sex problems were reported to have arisen
from coeducation in USS. On the basis of the findings, the Min-
istry decided that coeducation should be encouraged further. An
editorial in the Japan Times said:. "The biggest social revolution
since the feudal Shogunate was abolished is here to stay."55

In sections of the country such as Yamanasni, Kofu, and Toku-
shima, a few schools have changed to schools for boys or for
Some schools in some of the big cities reportedly have few girls
because many of the girls do not plan to continue their studies after
they graduate and prefer schools where less emphasis is placed on
preparing for the next higher level.

Higher education is open to women. In older institutionsKyoto
University, for examplewomen total less than 5 percent of the

50 Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Nov. 24, 1957 as translated In : Japan Times, November 24,
1957.

51 The Direction of Postwar Education In Japan, p. 423.
52 Japan Times, May 10, 1957.
53 Ibid., May 17, 1957.
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student body. The overall number of women going on to higher
education has increased. There were a hundred thousand in college
(primarily in junior college) in 1954 or 6 out of every 100 girls of
college age. The ratio between the sexes was 1 woman to 5 men."
There still are some inequalities in opportunity at the higher levels,
but as lower school coeducation strengthens their preparation, women
can be expected to appear in increasing numbers at the national
universities.55

New universities versus old.Despite the opinion that there are
too many new universities, few have closed their doors. They are
offering higher education for rural youth which some Japanese in the
older schools claim is poor. On the other hand interests have devel-
oped around these respective schools, such as pride of the local
community. Some are beginning to provide trained personnel for
local commerce and industry. major difficulty is the irresistible
urge of their new graduates to get to, the Capital. For example, in
one of the older provincial universities serving a thriving agricul-
tural region now being transformed to an industrial area (which
would likely have a high job potential), graduates have their eyes
on and professors go to Tokyo to seek jobs for them in Government,
commerce, and industry.

In the central Government, law graduates from Tokyo hold the
majority of positions as section chief and above in the Ministry of
Education. High positions in other ministries also tend to be held
by Tokyo Lniversity graduates. Japanese youth aspiring to go to
Tokyo University may wait several years to be admitted or may
attend a cramming school (yobiko) to improve their chances for
admission. Tokyo is the center of concentration for higher
education institutions. Of the 492 colleges and universities, 147
are located there.

The new universities are often compared unfavorably with the
old. They are serving a larger, more heterogeneous group of stu-
dents. In extending educational opportunity more democratically,
they often seem to have had to reduce standards. The complaint
is made that students are not as good as before. Actually the qual-
ity of the top group is probably the same; the difference is that in
taking in more students they include those of lesser ability too.
Some of the universities are beginning to specialize such as Hok-
kaido University in sanitary engineering; and Kagoshima Univer-
sity, in fisheries products engineering.

As in countries in general, one key to problems in higher educa-
54 Ministry of Labor, The Status of Women in Postwar Japan, P. 9.
55 Dallas Finn, Japanese Universities Today, Yale Review, 43 : 571, Summer 1954.
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tion is finance. The Ministry of Education in Japan points out
that there always are inadequate funds for higher education and it
must decide where to put its available money to get the best return
on the investments. President Masamichi Royama of Ochanoinizu
University for women suggests that a solution might be the spread-
ing of support more evenly on the basis of a division of labor among
universities according to their natural local occupational specialties.5"

Examination votem.Where demand increases for entrance to
schools preparing for positions deemed to be choice, the law of sup-
ply and demand tends to become operative in deciding who can be
accommodated. As entrance examinations to the university become
more difficult, a chain reaction down the educational line results in
increased competition and in harder entrance examinations at suc-
cessive lower levels. The examination system has its influence
as students compete for entrance into educational institutions of
their choice; Those who fail in the examinations are faced with
such alternatives as being satisfied with something less than their
choice or spending a year or more preparing to try again. A high
percent of the university population of the older schools are students
who have failed one or more times in the entrance examination but
have finally been successful in getting into their preferred institutions.
They are called ronin.

According to Dean Tokiomi Kaigo of Tokyo University, the en-
trance examinations have modified the 6-3-3-4 system to a 6-3-x-
3-x-4 system in which "x" stands for an indeterminate number of
years spent in cramming outside the regular school system. He
says that this is an inefficient use of time. A Tokyo newspaper edi-
torialized: "One of the greatest evils of the present examination
system" is that it "tends to warp . . . education."57

Scholarships. Charts IV and V show the number of students
receiving Government loans for scholarship purposes and the pro-
portion of students receiving scholarship loans to the total number
of students at each level of schooling: There is recognition by
every political party and every cabinet of the need for scholarship
aid. Year by year the number of students qualifying for such aid
has increased. From 13 million yen in 1946, the budget of the
quasi-governmental Japan Scholarship Society, which is supervised
by the Ministry of Education, was increased to 4,410 million yen in
1956--a substantial increase but because of inflation, not as large as
it would seem. Some 2'27,000 students in USS, colleges, universities,
and graduate schools received scholarship loan aid in 1956-57 or 3

55 Author's interview, Tokyo, May 7, 1957.
57 See: Editorial In Mainiohi Shimbun [Tokyo], Feb. 23, 1950.
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Chart 19.--Number of studonts resolving Government leans for scholarship purposes,
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percent of all USS students, 21 percent of all college and university
students, 25.5 percent of all graduate students." Chart No. V shows

58 Ministry of Education, Education in 1956: Annual Report of the Ministry of Edam-Hon (Tokyo, The Ministry, March 1958), Part I. p. 129-30 and Part 11. 18, 32, and 38.

7$717MM77;`P,,r,77177.01



68 JAPAN: THREE EPOCHS OF MODERN EDUCATION

Chart V.Ratio of students receiving scholarship loans from Japan Scholarship Society
to total number of students at each educational level, 1953-56.'
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the monthly amounts of the loans to be 700 to 1,000 yen ($1.95 to
$2.78) for a USS student, 2,000 to 0,000 yen ($5.56 to $8.34) for a
university student, and from 2,500 to 10,000 yen ($6.95 to $27.80)
for a graduate student, repayable within 20 years in annual install-
ments. Education students, almost 70 percent of whom receive
scholarship aid, have their loans cancelled automatically by teach-
ing for a required number of years.

In addition to the Japan Scholarship Society, there are over 600
other scholarship societies, public and private, providing assistance
to needy students. They are sponsored by local public bodies,
schools, former feudal lords, private citizens, and religious organi-
zations, and they provided more than 1 billion yen to 69,537 stu-
dents in 1956-57.

The Ministry of Welfare provides further scholarship assistance
through its welfare fund for widows with dependent children.
Loans are made for USS and college and university students under
20 years of age or until graduation. The National Government
lends half of the necessary funds free of interest to prefectural
governments, which then provide the appropriate loan to the needy
students.

According to a student paper presented to the Ministry of Edu-
cation and covering 1955-56, the requirements of a student for main
tenance and school expenses in Tokyo or Kyoto were 8,000 to 9,000
yen per month ($22.23 to $25)." It is estimated that an additional
2 billion yen (over $5.5 million) would be required if all students
who qualify for scholarships were provided with them.6° About half
of the students seek work. Not all find it. For nearly half of the
students, scholarship loans were needed. To help students addition-
ally, Japan has planned a new system of compulsory student health
insurance.

Clan size. Practically all children of compulsory age are in
school. The school systems in the U. S. have their problems in
providing enough classrooms and enough teachers for the ever-
increasing numbers of children. Japan has her problem, too, and
she has a greater density in population than has the U. S. By 1956
there were some 18.5 million children enrolled in schools at the com-
pulsory levelan increase of about a half a million over the pre-
vious year. Some 13,000 more teachers were estimated to be needed;

59 Nippon Times, June 20, 1956. According to the Japan Times, January 10, 1958, the
draft budget for fiscal year 1958-59 includes provision for 5,000 scholarships for LEIS
graduates to help them go on to 1188 through a monthly grant of 3,000 yen ($8.34) each
with provision for an Increase to 8,000 yen ($22.23) if the student goes on to the university.

06111dalia, op. cit., p. 150.
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some 4,000 were added.° Classes grew larger or shifts were added
to cope with the increased number of youngsters. The maximum
legal size of classes in the elementary and LSS is 50 pupils. In 39
out of the 46 Prefectures from 59 to 63 children reportedly were
authorized.62

Appendix B on p. 216 shows the number of schools, teachers, and
pupils, and the pupil-teacher ratio as of May 1957. In a Ministry
of Education study reported in the press in 1957 some 37 percent
of the elementary classrooms were considered to be overcrowded and
some 39 percent of the LSS classrooms."3 In Tokyo some 57 per-
cent of the elementary classes and 80 percent of the LSS rooms
were reported as having more than the limit of 50.64 The peak year
for births was 1946-47. These children now are surging up the
educational ladder. In 1957 most were in the 4th grade, and classes
at that level usually were overcrowded. The P vailability of teach-
ers who are qualified for the particular program, the space, and
the money needed are a few of the problems which must be taken
into account. In 1958 the Ministry drew up a bill to require pre-
fectural boards of education to obtain Ministry permission for
classes of more than 55 students at the compulsory level schools
and appropr;ated money for hiring an additional 3,300 teachers."

Sehools in, remote areas. Geography in Japan has affected edu-
cational opportunity. On the four main islands, With their rugged
mountain core and their thousands of off-shore islands, there are
many areas that are difficult of access, and where the people have
low income. The public schools are generally one-room, inade-
quately staffed and inadequately equipped. But the educational
fervor of the people, supported by an interested government policy,
haS led in recent years to the building of many schools, in tiny
mountain villages and on remote islands. In the snowbound north-
west. prefectures, along the japan Sea, and on the northernmost
island of Hokkaido, it is difficult for children to reach the school-
house in winter. Special dormitories or "branch schools for the
snowy season" must be set up. Japan also has a migratory popu-
lation of fishermen who go out with their families to the off-shore
islands in spring and summer to fish, then return to the mainland
in winter. Seasonal schools must be established to accommodate this
migration. According to a Ministry survey made in 1955, 4,886

Tatmeta Yano Memorial Society, Nippon: A Chartered Surrey of Julian (Tokyo.
Kokusel-aba, 1957), p. 253.

62 See : Yomfurt Shimbun, May P, 1957.
63 Ibid., April 19, 1957.
64 Asahi Secninp News, .Tan. 27. 1958.
65 See Nippon Kgoiku Shimbun, ;Tan. 29, 1958.



EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 71

remote rural schools at the elementary level, or 18.3 percent of the
national total, and 2,121 at the lower secondary level, 16.3 percent
of the total, paid isolated area allowances to teachers. From 1950
on, teachers in these areas were specially compensated by the
Government for their extra hardships.

Without basic equipment, teachers must devise ingenious meth-
ods to teach their underprivileged charges. In order to prepare
teachers for such isolated areas, the Ministry's specialized training
program by 1956 had set up 13 institutes. They provided a 2-year
course leading to the 2d class teachers' certificate and a 1-year course
leading to a temporary certificate. In the school year 1955-56 over
500 teachers were trained. In one now-famous case, that of the
so-called Yamabiko School in mountainous Yamagata Prefecture,
the teacher, Mr. Muchaku, urged his LSS pupils to write about
their own lives. The pathetic tales of poverty and sickness were
published and touched the heart of the nation.

In 1952 teachers in remote areas organized a study group, and in
1954 a "Law for the Promotion of Education in Remote Areas" was
passed,. granting subsidies for the provision of education in remote
areas. In fiscal year 1954-55, the sum of 183 million yen ($508,000)
was appropriated in the national budget for this purpose. It pro-
vided for the construction of assembly hails for use both as day-
time schools for children and as Citizens Public Halls for adult
education, teachers' residences, special allowances for such teachers,
and teacher-training facilities for isolated areas.

The Government obviously is making progress toward equalizing
the opportunity of youth in remote areas. Besides assisting in
building, equipping, and staffing schools, it provides school buses
and school boats to bring youth into contact with the more popu-
lated areas.

Educational opportunity is wider than in prewar days but not as
wide as Japan desires, for the demand for education exceeds the
supply of facilities. Reportedly there are about 5 times as many
applicants to the universities throughout the country as there are
vacancies and for universities in Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka as many
as 20 times the number of applicants as can be accommodated."

Since there is a demand for scientists and technologists, university
quotas for students going into the humanities and education are
being reduced. In some cases such as Ochanomizu Women's Uni-
versity and the liberal arts and education universities (gakugei) the
reduction of entering majors in education was required by the Min-

GO New York Times., Educational Supplement, March 4, 1955. p. 227.
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Photo by Japan Overseas Publicity Association

A modern municipal elementary schoolYokohama.

istry; in other cases such as the Department of Literature in Kyoto
University, the reduction in the quota was voluntary on the part of
that department, for about half the literature graduates secured
positions in 1957, while all the science, technology, and economics
graduates reportedly were placed.

Doors of oppo:^tunity.One educator, Dean Daishiro Hidaka of
International Christian University and former vice-minister of Edu-
cation, said:

The one-track system must be somewhat modified, but Japan must be
very careful not to close the doors of opportunity not. divide its people as
in pre-war days, the wealthy and talented being given an academic educa-
tion and the masses being restricted to vocational training.
. . . This may mean some sacrifices of general education, but Japan
should still cling to the idea of general education or it will lose the gains
of responsible citizenship that it has made . .67

137 Author's interview, Tokyo.,May 22, 1957.



CHAPTER III

Administration and Supervision

THE ESTABLISHMENT of machinery for administering the
national system of education through a Department (later a

Ministry) of Education was one of the early concerns of the Meiji
leaders. This machinery was centralized for the first 74 years.

Initial Modernization Epoch

As heretofore indicated, a Department of Education was estab-
lished in 1871 in the new Capital City of Tokyo to supervise the
system that was to come. The Department became the Ministry of
Education in 1885 and was reorganized in 1915 and again in 1934.
Most schools came under its jurisdiction.1 Government schools
universities, higher normal schools, higher schools, certain technical
institutes, and special schools for the blind, deaf, and dumbcame
directly under its control. Public schools such as elementary, mid-
dle, girls' high, normal, and certain special and technical schools
were established and operated by the Prefectures and local public
entities and came indirectly under the Ministry of Education
through Education Departments of the prefectural and local gov-
ernments. Private schools came under direct central control in the
case of colleges and universities and indirectly in the case of lower
schools.

Administration

The Ministry of Education had responsibility for most aspects
of the school system including the nature and aims of schools, scho-
lastic terms, curriculums, entrancO qualifications, teachers' qualifica-
tions, equipment, management of personnel, drawing up of educa-

1 Some schools were independent of the Ministry such as the Peers and Peeresses
Schools, military and naval academies, police academies, and various specialised schools
in forestry; sericulture, and fishing which came under the responsibility of other ministries.
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tional budgets, allotment of funds, and the like. The basic chan-
nel of authority from the Ministry to the local schools was from
Minister to Prefectural Governor to local mayor to head of school;
some policy and internal administrative regulations went from the
appropriate bureau in the Ministry in Tokyo either directly to the
school or via the corresponding section of the Prefectural or local
education department.

Top policy was issued in Imperial Ordinances of the Emperor
which were prepared and countersigned by the Ministry of Educa-
tion. Other policy was issued in the form of orders, and day-to-day
administrative decisions were issued in the form of instructions.
The latter usually came from bureau chiefs? Financial control was
centralized. Chart VI on p. 74 presents this organization and. the
flow of authority as of 1937.

The head of the Ministry of Education was the Minister. He was
appointed by the Emperor on the advice of the Premier, anal his
tenure of office related to that of the party in power. }I war: con.
cerned with the policies of his political party in the field of iiduca-
don. According to a 1937 Ministry description, his responsibilities
included: (1) Executing the laws and ordinances relating to es lma-
tional affairs; (2) issuing orders; (3) supervising and directin4 the
educational activities of the superintendent-general of the web, poli-
tan police and governors of the Prefectures and of Hokkaido ; (4)
managing Government schools and other educational institutions;
(5) directly supervising public and private universities, special col-
leges, and higher schools; and (6) controlling through the prefec-
tural governors the other public and private schools and museums .2
In addition, he was responsible for matters relating to art, science,
and religion.

Besides a private secretary, three officials assisted the Minister in
his taska Vice-Minister, a Parliamentary Vice-Minister, and a Par-
liamentary Councillor. The Vice-Minister usually was a civil serv-
ant who had worked his way pp the line in the service; he was not
necessarily an educator. Having tenure, he provided the continuity
to run the Nation's schools and tended to be more familiar with the
internal functioning of the Ministry. He was immediately in charge
of these internal operations,. while the Minister was more concerned
with duties such as relationships with Imperial Diet members, ses-
sions of the Cabinet, and presenting proposed budgets and draft leg-

2 Robert King Hall, Education for a New Japan (New Haven, ,.inecticut, Yale Uni-
versity Preen, 1049), p. 238-39.

3 Department [Ministry] of Education, Education in Japan Under the Department of
Education: Administration and Work (Tokyo : the Department, 1937), P. 3.
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islation for approval. The Parliamentary Vice-Minister assisted the
Minister in political matters and served as policy-level liaison officer
with the Imperial Diet. The Parliamentary Councillor served as
budget liaison officer with the Imperial Diet.4

Under these officers were eight permanent bureaus as of DV :5
General Education, Higher Education, Technical Education, Social
[adult] Education, Thought Supervision, School Books, Religions,
and Educational Research. The first three were most directly con-
cerned with administering schools. Each bureau was headed by a
bureau chief with administrative experience in the civil service
usually a law graduate of Tokyo Imperial T.T,Iiversity who had
moved up the Ministry ladder. The personnel who staffed the bu-
reaus and subordinate sections usually were Tokyo Imperial Uni-
versity graduates also.

Housekeeping functions of the Ministry and responsibilities not
delegated to the bureaus were handled by a Secretariat or Minister's
Cabinet composed of five sections: Accounts, Draft. [documents],
Architecture, Physical Education, and Secretarial [personnel]. The
Accounts Section controlled funds and audited the Ministry's income
and expenditures. The Draft Section compiled and distributed an-
nual reports and statistics and maintained records. The Architec-
ture Section reviewed and approved building plans for public and
private schools, libraries, and museums; supervised the construction
and repair of buildings; and controlled the property of Govern-
ment institutions. The Physical Education Section supervised phys-
ical training in the schools, promoted school hygiene, gathered school
health statistics, and watched over schools for the handicapped. The
Secretarial Section was in charge of promotions, demotions, pen-
sions, retirement, and ranking and classification of public school
teachers, administrators, Ministry officials, and foreign teachers. It
distributed the Imperial portraits and the Imperial Rescript on
Education. to the schools.

Supervisory control over the schools was exercised by the Min-
istry through its Division of School Superintendents and School
Work Inspectors, which was parallel to the bureaus. It had a corps
of national school inspectors who travelled around the country in-
specting schools and providing a direct medium of communication
between the Ministry and the Frefectures. Several bureaus and
sections also had inspectors attached to them.

The arm of the Ministry at the prefectural level was the governor
who was responsible for carrying out central Government policy in

4 gall, op. cit., p. 282.
5The United Nations has used 1087 as a "normal year." That year the World

Federation of Educational Associations met in Tokyo, and for it the Ministry prepared
extensive documentation in English on Japanese education.
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his area. Appointed by and under the Minister of Home Affairs,
the governor also was the educational deputy of the NIinister of
Education and had responsibility for elementary schools, including
the execution of Ministry directives and insuring the performance
at local levels. The prefectural governor had on his staff the chief
of the division of educational affairs. The division had an admin-
istrative staff including school inspectors, directors of physical edu-
cation and training, school hygiene officers, architects, and directors
of social education.

At the lower administrative levelcity, town, or villagemayors
and village heads were responsible for carrying out the educational
policy received from above. The mayors of cities had authority to
make recommendations to the prefectural governor for the appoint-
ment of principals and teachers of elementary schools, and the gov-
ernor made the appointments.

At the base of the pyramid were the institutions serving the chil-
dren of the Nationthe elementary schools. Here, the principal
was the top authority. There was a parent-child (oyabun kobun)
relationship between principals and teachers similar to that in feudal
society and involving loyalty to superiors. At faculk, meetings orders
and instructions were issued and interpreted and teachers were in-
formed of irregularities which might be picked up by the inspectors.
Teachers contributed their ideas on how to carry out orders or how to
meet these problems. In later years in this epoch, the principal was
responsibile for: (1) Discipline, (2) thought control, (3) encouraging
students to contribute to the welfare of the State, and (4) seeing
that students were prepared for entrance examinations to the next
higher level.

Supervision

The earliest modern method of supervision was similar to the
French of that day. A central advisory office was set up in the
Department of Education, and a branch office staffed with inspec-
tors was established in each of the eight collegiate divisions to carry
out the policy and orders of the Department of Education. Local
authorities consulted them in .matters pertaining to education.

Later, both the Ministry and the prefectural departments of edu-
cation sent out inspectors. They visited schoolssometimes unan-
nouncedand observed school management, organization, teaching,
materials, school traditions and regulations, finance, equipment,
trend of staff and student thought, and compliance with policy.
They rated teachers on the basis of effectiveness according to cur-
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rent owls. This rating might serve as the basis for promotion, de-
moth,n, or removal. They also made recommendations to the school
or gave special instructions on Ministry policy. On occasion they
directed changes in the school program. Inspection, said a former
Minister of Education, was unpopular." The number of inspectors
in relation to the number of schools to be inspected was such that
some schools did not receive annual visits.

At the higher education levelhigher schools, colleges, and univer-
sities- -the Ministry staff of 30 inspectors visited a particular insti-
tution about once in 4 or 5 years. For the schools under the juris-
diction of a Prefecture, a staff of 5 or 6 inspectors was available at
the prefectural capital. They were assisted by 2 or 3 inspectors
employed by the larger cities and were able to get around to a par-
ticular school about once in 2 years.

Local or city inspectors were chosen from those who had more
than 5 years of experience as elementary or middle school principal
or teacher. Prefectural inspectors were required to have more than
2 years of experience as principals or teachers in Government higher
schools, colleges, or universities. Ministry of Education inspectors
were high ranking civil servants engaged in education for more than
2 years or higher school or university teachers or administrators for
3 years. Inspectors var'ed in their approach, some were master
teachers who helped the teachers whose work they inspected; some
looked for faults, violations, or "dangerous thoughts."

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

One of the priority reforms of the Occupation was decentraliza-
tion of the Ministry of Education control so that schools might
reflect more precisely the will of the people, meet their needs, and
enlist their support.. The U. S. Education Mission pointed out dan-
gers of a centralized system as viewed from democratic tradition and
experience:

An educational system, controlled by an entrenched bureaucracy re-
cruited from a narrow group, which reduces the chances of promotion on
merit, which provides little opportunity for investigation and research, and
which refuses to tolerate criticism, deprives itself automatically of the
means of progress.
. . , Experience indicates that the centralized system is more vulnerable

6 Baron Dairoku Kikuchi, Japanese Education (London, John Murray, 1900), p. 100.
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from the standpoint of manipulation and exploitation by powers either
outside or inside the system .

The control of the instructional program should be more dispersed than
at present ; verticle lines of authority and responsibility should be defi-
nitely broken at certain levels of the system.

. . This means that many present controls affecting curricula, methods,
materials of .instruction, and personnel shall be transferred to prefectural
and local school administrative units.'

The functions of the new decentralized Ministry should be, the
Education Mission suggested, the pr,wision of expert consultative
services in the various fields of education; the establishment of ob-
jective standards for the schools; the publication of outlines, sug-
gestions, and teaching guides; and the distribution of educational
funds provided by the National Government. In carrying out the
changes recommended to achieve decentralization in administration,
the Japanese Government passed three laws: the Board of Educa-
tion Law in July 1948, the Ministry of Education Establishment
Law in May 1949, and the Private School Law in December 1949.8

Board of Education Law.To place the control of schools in the
hands of the people, the U. S. Education Mission recommended the
election of boards of education by popular vote at both local and
prefectural levels. The Japanese counterpart to the U. S. Mission
JERCaccepted the general plan, though favoring appointment of
the boards. Ministry officials opposed the idea of boards of educa-
tion. They felt, for example, that: National guidance and control
were necessary in view of the postwar conditions; local citizens were
not prepared to accept responsibility for education and their indif-
ference might permit education to fall into the hands of special
interest groups; local control involving local financial responsibility
would place too great a burden on individual communities; boards
of education would be less experienced than the Ministry and more
likely to reverse' educational reforms; and educational standards
would tend to go down.

Occupation authorities were firm in their desire to see school
boards established. The Ministry then presented its case for ap-
pointed rather than elected boards. In time, the Diet passed a law
which provided for school boards and contained various modifica-
tions from the initial proposal.

In 1879, Japan had had a brief experience with elected school
boards modeled in part on boards in the U. S. The main difference

Report of the United States Education Mission to Japan (Washington, Government
Printing Office, 1940), p. 8, 25, and 27. (Department of State Publication 2579. Far
Eastern Series 11.)

a SCAP, CIE, PostWar Developments in Japanese Education (Tokyo, GHQ, 1952), vol.
II, p. 231-51, 1-23, and 171-94.
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was that the popularly elected hoards were not autonomous. ln
1948, the guiding principle of the school boards was local autonomy.
Article I of the law stated :

This law aims at attaining the primary objective of education by estab-
lishing boards of education to execute educational administration based
on the equitable popular will and actual local conditions, with the realiza-
tion that education should be conducted without submitting to undue con-
trol and schools should be responsible to all the people.°

The law provided for 2 kinds of boards: (1) Prefectural boards
of 7 members to control schools established by the Prefectures, with
6 of the members to be popularly elected, and (2) local boards of 5
members to control schools established by cities, towns, and villages.
with. 4 of the members to be elected. In both cases 1 member was
appointed by the local assembly to act in a liaison capacity and
represent its interests. The boards were to be council-type, policy-
making agencies governing education, science, and cultural affairs.
So little time was available to decide on whether or not to have a
board that but few of i,he smaller localities qualified to elect a. board.
The Nation went to the polls on October 5, 1948, and elected boards
in the 46 Prefectures, the 5 largest cities, and 46 smaller cities,
towns, and villages, to take office November 1, 1948.10

The prefectural boards were the most important. They not only
had full responsibility for prefectural schools (USS and special
schools for the handicapped), but they had some responsibility to-
ward local boards as well. For example, they were empowered to
certify teachers and administrators, approve textbooks for public
schools, give technical and professional advice and guidance to local
boards, establish and revise attendance districts for USS, Ind plan
and procure foodstuffs for the school lunch program. Otherwise,
for the great body of elementary and LSS at the local level, local
boards, as in the U. S., were responsible for educational matters,
including the establishment and maintenance of schools, determin-
ing curriculums, choosing textbooks, buying instructional materials,
and providing inservice training for teachers.

The major common duties of boards at both levels were to select
a superintendent of education from among those who held certifi-
cates, appoint and dismiss principals and teachers in schools under
their jurisdiction, and prepare the education budget for their schools
and submit it to the assembly through the local govenior or mayor.
In other words, these powers, heretofore the province of the Min-

9 p. 231.
10 At the time, Japan had 235 cities, 1,869 towns, and 8,360 villages eligible, according

to the law, to elect boards of education. At the first election they were mandatory in the
largest cities and optional elsewhere.
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intry and its representatives were decentralized to each local body.
However, the law represented a compromise. Representatives of the
JTU in the Diet had insisted that : (1) Teachers be allowed to run
for the board and (2) board members be remunerated for their
services and reimbursed for their expenses. The boards had no
independent tax sources to call upon. The local assembly could
lower the budget and eliminate items. '1'lle superintendent often
had to spend much of his time pleading for funds before the
assembly.

Thus in Japan, the institution of the board of education in the
U. S. was modified to fit Japanese ideas and traditions. The con-
cept of the board as a lay body of citizens who functioned without
pay was not accepted by the Japanese. A compromise allowed teach-
ers to run for board membership and required them to resign their
teaching jobs if elected. The voters at large felt that it was logical
that teachers, who knew more about education than laymen, should
be elected to boards. So teachers, the majority of them members of
the JTU or sympathetic to it, campaigned and won seats on many
boards. The JTU achieved its aim of controlling a third of all
board seats. In the management functions of hiring, firing, pro-
moting, and demoting teachers, teachers were represented on both
sides of the table and often had their way.

The provision on remuneration sometimes was interpreted to mean
that the board memberS could vote themselves fairly sizeable salaries.
The role of the board vis a vis that of the superintendent often was
misunderstood. Since many boards had teacher members, they some-
times saw their role as including school administration, superim-
posed on the regular administration. The Second U. S. Education
Mission pointed out that involvement in operating responsibilities of
school personnel could damage an educational system by dividing
authority instead of unifying it. The Mission tried to clarify views
on board functions by explaining that a board was an organ to
establish overall policy, not to administer it. In other words, the
board should interpret the needs and reactions of the community to
the professional staff and then rely on the technical knowledge m.nd
skill of the staff to carry out policy."

Perhaps the key problem was financial dependence of the boards
on the prefectural assemblies and the central Government: The
assembly's right to cut the budget gave it policy-making power
over the local educational system, especially in the field of school
construction, where the letting of contracts and paying of bills

11 Report of the Second United Stater Education Menton to Japan (Washington, U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1950), p, 4.
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were turned over to the chief of the local public body and his public
works department.

The second Mission noted that this lack of financial independence
resulted in "lack of funds, reduced services, loss of public confidence
in the 6-3-3 program, and an unfr vorable reaction toward efforts
to secure more funds."12 Thus, long-range planning was a precari-
ous undertaking for a local system. And the Ministry's payment of
half of the salaries at the public elementary and lower secondary
level gave it a certain control over the teaching corps. When times
were hard and positions scarce principals and teachers liked to find
out what would be acceptable to Ministry officials before taking
action. The habit of looking to Tokyo was natural to them.

An innovation under the Board of Education Law was the pro-
vision for teacher consultants to replace the former school inspec-
tors. These consultants specifitally were limited to giving guidance
and making recommendations to principals and teachers. They
were prohibited from issuing orders and exercising control. In the
beginning many former inspectors became teacher consultants and
made the adjustment from their former to their new role.

The trend was toward a cooperative effort between supervisors
and teachers in order to help teachers develop their own philosophy
and improve their methods of teaching. The teacher consultants
were to become guides and stimulators. A certification system was
adopted which required them to attain higher professional stand-
ards. In addition, from 1948 on, inservice training for teacher
consultants was provided annuallyfirst through the Institutes for
Educational Leadership, which were set up by Occupation authori-
ties and staffed with educational leaders from the U. S. A modified
program of inservice training for prefectural teacher consultants
led by the Ministry brings them to Tokyo for a month of discus-
sions and conferences every summer.

At the beginning an average of 6 to 10 teacher consultants would
be assigned to each Prefecture. With several hundred schools and
several thousand teachers within their jurisdiction, they could not
possibly provide help to all who wanted or needed it even though
they limited themselves to one subject-matter specialty.13 Instead of
being able to provide leadership through workshops and institutes,
they often were bound to their desks by their responsibilities for the
many administrative details.

Ministry of Education. Another major step in decentralization

12 Loc. cit.
13 Ministry of Education, Progreee of Education Reform in Japan (Tokyo, the Ministry,

1950), p. 94.
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and in transforming the Ministry's functions into "advisory and
stimulating" functions was the enactment of the Ministry of Edu-
cation Establishment Law in May 1949. Much progress had been
made along this line by voluntary reforms in 1945-46. For exam-
ple, Bureaus of Religions and Thought Supervision had been elimi-
nated, and the School Education Law of 1947 and the Board of
Education Law of 1948 were being implemented.

Now the Ministry's powers and functions were redefined and
changed to conform to democratic principles expressed in earlier
basic laws. The Ministry no longer was to be an organ of control;
mechanisms for control, such as the Division of School Superin-
tendents and School Work Inspectors, were eliminated. The monop-
oly over the writing and publication of textbooks, the power to
issue many classes of teaching certificates, and the centralized han-
dling of promotions, demotions, and the like were removed. The
School Books Bureau and the Physical Education Section were dis-
solved. According to Article 4, the Ministry now was responsible
for advisory, informational, and research functions as quoted below :

(1) Providing professional. and technical guidance to boards of education,
universities, and research institutions . . .; (2) Preparing drafts of laws
and orders concerning minimum standards for a system of democratic edu-
cation, and those necessary to develop and diffuse education ; (3) Prepara-
thn of the budget, and allocation and distribution of funds appropriated
from the National Treasury for the purpose of education ; (4) Helping to
procure materials for the purposes of education ; (5) Maintaining contact
and coordination of research activities in universities and research insti-
tutions; (6) Maintaining contact and coordination of activities ... which
involve foreign nations ; (7) Research concerning education, and coopera-
tion with . . . other agencies conducting research in this field; (8) Prepa-
ration and publication of professional and technical materials relating to
education, and (9) . . . such affairs concerning education as are placed
under the ministry by laws ...14

The structure of the Ministry was reorganized in 1949 substan-
tially as shown in Chart VII for 1957. It included a Secretariat and
5 bureaus: Elementary and Secondary Education, Higher Educa-
tion and Science, Social Education, Research and Publications, and
Administrative. These bureaus were divided into 4 to 7 sections
each, to carry out the specialized duties of the Ministry. The Min-
istry also had jurisdiction over certain research and scientific insti-
tutes (including the Japan Art Academy) and 18 national councils
to advise it on special problems. Before the reorganization, the
Ministry employed 1,992 people; afterwards the number was cut
some 27 percent to 1,463. The 8 branch offices located in different

14 SCAP, CIE, op. at., vol. H, p. 2-3.
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Chart V11.Organization of the Ministry of Education in Japan, 19571
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parts of the country to supervise elementary and secondary schools
were abolished."

Ministry officials who had not necessarily been experts in educa-
tion were given an opportunity to ,npgrade themselves. Some were
sent on U. S. Gov "rnment grants to the U. S. where they visited
school systems and administrative offices at the various levels. Some
had opportunity to assume new roles by leading teacher conferences
and workshops held throughout Japan. The trend was toward
greater professionalization of Ministry personnel and new methods
in the field of human relations.

In January 1950, in an effort to encourage the civil service sys-
tem, the National Personnel Authority gave Government personnel
(particularly bureau and section chiefs of the various ministries) a
battery of tests to measure their professional knowledge and ability.
As a result, the Ministry of Education shifted certain section
chiefs."

Critics argued that as long as there was a loyal party-member
as Minister of Education neutrality of educational policy could not
be realized. During the first few yeam of the Occupation, educators
and professional men usually served in the post of Minister of
Education. They included such leaders as Tamon Maeda, Yoshishige
Abe, Kotaro Tanaka,17 Seiichiro Takahashi, Tatsuo Morito, Yasumaro
Shimojo, and Teiyu Amano. Their tenure in office tended to be
short and continuity of policy and permanence of influence seemed
difficult. As in many other countries, political considerations played
their role and the post of Minister gradually tended toward a political
one.

Private School Law.In addition to the Board of Education Law
and the Ministry of Education Establishment Law, another legal
step toward decentralization related to private education which
formerly had been under Ministry control. Under the Private
School Law" of December 1949, the Government set about to "pro-
mote their sound development by esteeming their autonomy."

The law provided for setting up in each Prefecture a 10- to 20-
man private school council to consider administrative problems
relating to private elementary and secondary schools. This council
was to be appointed by the governor, partly on recommendation of
the local private school organization, if the latter had two-thirds of
the private schools in its membership, and partly on his own in-

15 Walter C. Bells, Decentralization of Control of Education in Japan, School and Society,
73: 390, June 28, 1951.

IS Loc. cit.
17 Later be became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.
18 SCAT', CIE, op. cit., vol. II, p. 171-94.
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itiative from "persons of learning and experience." At the uni-
versity level, the Minister appointed a 20-man private university
council to serve under his jurisdiction and advise him on matters
relating to private universities. Although he appointed the council,
the Minister was required to F,elect two-thirds of the members from
a list of teachers, presidents, and directors of university corpora-
tions which was prepared by the private university association.
Private school officials at the various levels were to consult the
appropriate council to get permission to make changes in their
programs or practices.

Thus, some control power adhered to the governors, who were
required to approve the establishment or abolition of private schools
and authorize the textbooks used in local schools under their juris-
diction. At the same time, they were required to consult the council
before taking action. Likewise, the Ministry retained some juris-
diction over private universities, including that on establishment
or abolition, addition of graduate schools or facilities, and quotas
for the number of students. At the same time, it, too, was requ trqd
to consult the private university council before taking action.

The Government exercises some control over private schools in
Japan through its method of subsidies or loans granted for con-
struction and operation. It also subsidizes the private school per-
sonnel mutual aid association so that private school teachers receive
nearly as many benefits and as much protection as the public school
teachers.

Th. Pursuit Period

School board8.Extending the school board plan to 10,000 cities,
towns, and villages without trying to consolidate nearby communities
into a single district served by a single board seemed an unnecessary
expense to many observers including those on the Second U. S.
Mission. The Wards so far had not been adequately supported by
the public. There were recommendations for revision of the Board
of Education Law. Some groups favored extension of school boards;
others opposed ii,.

In an effort to assess the extent to which the school boards ful-
filled their function of placing school control at the grass roots,
the staff and students in educational administration in the Depart-
ment of Education of Tokyo University conducted a public opinion
survey on attitudes toward boards in a town of 12,000 and in a
city of 73,000. TEs poll came after the election in 1952. In answer
to the question, "Why did you vote for the person you did as member
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of the Board of Education 1" about 25 percent of the people in the
town and 15 percent in the city said they did so because of personal
ties or a sense of obligation to the candidate. Some 10 percent in
each place said they did not know or gave irrelevant answers. In
the town, 45.9 percent and in the city 54.1 percent said they had
voted as they had because of the qualities of the candidate such as
his personality, ability, education, and teaching experience. Roughly
half the people, it was assumed, voted on the basis of reasonable
knowledge. The other half, it was discovered, had not heard of the
board of education or did not know what its purposes were."

About this time the Government wanted the Diet to pass a law
providing for payment by the Ministry of all instead of half of the
salaries of local teachers. This plan was not enacted by the Diet.

The local boards ran into financial difficulties. Budgets for schools
were hard pressed to keep up with growing needs. Superintendents
trained in such work were difficult to find. In spite of the problems,
evidence does not indicate that education suffered in quality 20

Finally, a bill making the boards appointive instead of elective
was brought before the Diet. Despite opposition, the bill was passed
the day before adjournmentJune 3, 1956. It went into effect the
following October. A companion bill to recentralize textbook
control was defeated.

Chart VIII on p. 88 presents a picture of the channels of control
for education under the new law. The law retained the idea of
boards of education but changed their method of selection. They
now were to be appointed by the head of the local Government
agencythe headman, mayor, or governorwith approval of the
local assembly. The law provided that boards were to be reduced
in size: Prefectural from 7 to 5 members an d local from 5 to 3 with
1 member from the assembly in each case. In addition no single
political party was to be represented by a majority on the board.
Financial power was transferred from the boards to the local
political heads. This power included the right to draw up the
annual educatim, budget, acquire and dispose of educational assets,
and conclude contracts for educational projects. The law reserved
to the Minister certain veto power over the acts of prefectural and
local boards. If he determined that a board lacked justice and
fairness to a considerable degree, he could demand that it take nec-

19 See: Seiya Munakata to EOM Mochida, Senryo Kyolku Selsaku to Minelitika no
Yojire--Kyolku-lin Senkyo o Chushinni, Shia°, 340: 22-34, Showa 28, 7 gatsu.
Munakata and Ell( hl Mochida. Educational Policy of the Occupation and the Resulting
Twist of Democracy Problems Concerning the Election of the Boards of Education.
Thought: 349: 22-34, July 1953J

20 See : Dalshiro Hidalgo, The Aftermath of Educational Reform, Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, 308: 154, November 1956.
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Chart VIMChannels of etics:tinned control, 1956
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essary corrective measures. The appointment of superintendents by
the prefectural boards was to be approved by the Minister of
Education, and the appointment of local superintendents was to be
approved by the Prefectural Board.

The Ministry of Education could now "positively advise, guide,
and help Prefectures, and they in turn [could] help municipalities." 21
"The new legislation," said Minister Kiyose, "clarifies the lines of
command in the educational structure." 22

The functions of the boards are now primarily advisory. They
work to gain support for adequate education budgets for the needs
of the communities and, in general, seek to promote the cause of
education. They also participate in negotiations with the teachers
union. By le.w, teachers are not permitted to strike. As teachers
do elsewhere, the teachers Japan use various methods to bring
particular matters to the attention of authorities.

Board members are eligible for reappointment. Chairmen of

si Ministry of Education, Education fn MS; Annual Report of the Ministry of Educa-
tion (Tokyo, the Ministry, March 1957), p. 127.

"Japanese Embassy, Japan Report (Washington, the Embassy, July 15, 1956), p. 10.
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prefectural boards have formed a national council, which, according
to reports, is an effort to preserve the "neutrality of education."

In 1955, the structure of the Ministry of Education was substan-
tially the same as that shown in Chart VII on p. 84 after the Min-
istry of Education Establishment Law was passed in 1949. The
number of staff members had decreased to 1,039 from the 1,403 after
the 1949 reorganization. In 1950-57 when the Ministry began to
screen textbooks, the staff was increased by some 40 textbook ex-
aminers. In most instances, the top positions are held by law grad-
uates of Tokyo University. One Ministry official reported to the
author that as the universities graduate students in the field of
education, it can be expected that some of them will be employed by
the Ministry. Included among the recruits today are graduates
of various univerk

Advisory councils.Of the major advisory councils, the highest is
the Central Educational Council. This Cabinet body was formed
in June 1952 shortly after the Peace Treaty as JERC's successor.
At the beginning it authorized a representative of the JTU to
attend as an observer and to voice JTU views; by 1957 its sessions
were closed. The council consists of 15 men including some pres-
idents of public and private universities, a representative of the
press, and 3 representatives of business. Former Minister of Edu-
cation, Teiyu Amano, was appointed chairman. Major educational
problems either are raised by the council or are referred to it for
study and recommendations. For example, the Minister refers to the
council such problems as those relating to the textbor it system and
the junior college program. As is customary in relations with
advisory bodies, the Minister need not take the council's advice
nor is he required to refer policy to it. Rather, the council is a
two-way channel: On one hand it helps the Minister and the
Government by consideration of problems referred to it as a basis
for making policy recommendations. On the other, it considers
educational problems on its own initiative and makes recommenda-
tions which it believes should be brought to the attention of the
Minister and the Government.

The Central Educational Council is an overall type of advisory
body in the field of education. There also are advisory groups of
a more specialized nature. Au example is the Curriculum Council.
Its membership includes deans and professors from schools of edu-
cation and other administrators and teachers. Its deliberations may
relate to curriculum matters in general or to more specific curriculum
matters such as morals courses, social studies, technical education
in USS, and correspondence education.
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Miniatry policy.Suggestions or requests for policy determination
come to the Minister from many sourcesthe various advisory coun-
cils, Diet members, Ministry staff, and other it ft:rested groups or
individuals. By way of example, the development of a policy
within the Ministry might start at the section level. The proposal
then might be considered by other sections within the bureau to
assure that related interests are taken into account. There might
be a meeting of the section chiefs held under the chairmanship of
the bureau director. The bureau director then might present the
proposal at a Ministry level meeting. Here the 5 bureau directors,
3 chiefs of the Secretariat, the Director of the Secretariat of the
Cultural Property Preservation Commission, and the Director of
the Secretariat of the National Commission for UNESCO meet
under the chairmanhip of the Permanent Vice-Minister of Educa-
tion. Sometimes the Minister attends as does his Parliamentary
Vice-Minister. These meetings are held twice a week. From them
come policy recommendations for action by the Minister. When
he has approved a recommendation, it may be cast in the form of
a bill and transmitted to the Diet for consideration. In other
cases the matter may be one which can be decided by the Minister.
When he has approved such a policy proposal, it may be issued
as a Ministry order or instruction.

Supervision. The teacher consultants at the prefectural level in
general are teachers with at least 5 years of experience who hold the
first-class certificate. Many have had specialized training for their
work. Their positions sometimes lead to positions as principal.
T !Le teacher consultant usually is a part of the guidance section of
t;:43 secretariat of the prefectural board of education with his office
at the headquarters of the board or in a detached office in the
Prefecture.

In 1957 in Ehime Prefecture, there were 11 teacher consultants
for some 10,000 teachers; in Hiroshima 16 for about the same size
teaching force; in Okayama there were 18 serving some 12,000
teachers. Most are assigned according to subject-matter field; they
may handle their particular subject matter work at the 3 levels of
schooling. Sometimes their geographic area is large and a visit
to a particular outlying prefectural school may take 3 days and
train, bus, or boat transportation or some combination. Cities and
larger towns often have their own teacher consultant staff stationed
with the local board of education. In Okayama Prefecture, for
example, Okayama City had 4 and Kurashiki City had 3.

The primary responsibility of the teacher consultant is visiting
schools for the purpose of assisting the staff. In his visits he may
make suggestions on what he has observed. He sends a written
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general report of his observations on the school to the superintendent.
His work includes leadership in workshops, participation in dis-
cussion meetings for inservice training of teachers in his subject
field, assisting teachers in working out courses of study bused on
the Ministry's suggested courses of study, and sometimes he edits
a Prefectural educational journal in his subject matter specialty.
He screens proposed texts and reference books for the USS which
have not yet had Ministry approval. In the school year 1956-57,
the teacher consultants in English for Hiroshima and Ehime Pre-
fectures reportedly read and evaluated some 50-odd English books
prepared for the USS level in their respective Prefectures.

An actual 2-week schedule of the Hiroshima Prefecture teacher
consultants for June 2-13, 1957 is presented in table 3 below to indi-
cate the scope of activities carried on by the 16-man staff of
1 each in national language, social studies, mathematics, science, art,
music, crafts, student guidance, English, industrial education, com-
mercial education, agricultural education, homemaking, and per-
sonnel, and 2 in physical education.

Table 3.Schedule of activities for 16 teacher consultants in Hiroshima Prefecture Board
of Education: June 2-13, 1957 I

June 1957

2 (Sunday)

3-5

5

7
8

9 (Sunday)

10

11
12

13

Type of activity

Meeting of the Federation of Future Homemakers of the Prefecture. [There are
10,000 Future Homemakers Club members in the Prefecture. Their clubs are
affiliated with the national organization, modelled after a simrer organization in
the US.]

Sex education meetings at a USS on Monday, at a LSS on Tuesday, and at an ele-
mentary school on Wednesday. [These were 3-hour illustrated lectures by a
doctor.)

Study meeting for teachers of vocational guidance, Yoshima USS. [To improve
their guidance, USS teachers were learning to give tests: Personality, vocational
interest, aptitude, and intelligence.]

Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Federation of Vocational Education for LSS.
Kure District part-time USS meeting. [Teachers of the part-time USS met to dis-

cuss teaching methods and student guidance programs.]
Agricultural education research meeting. [A vocational agricultural teachers asso-

ciation met to set up its program for the year.]
Chugoku Region textbook exhibition conference. [Officials of the Ministry of Edu-

cation met with representatives from boards of education from several Prefectures
to explain rules for selection of new textbooks at the forthcoming textbook exhi-
bition.] Education for international understanding study meeting, YoM Elemen-
tary school in Kure City [This school is a model school for education to promote
international understanding.]

Regional textbook conference with Ministry officials.
General meeting of the part-time USS in 3 locations; Study meeting of the Attached

Lai [laboratory school] to Hiroshima University. School Horticultural and Agri-
cultural practice study meeting at the Kelp Agricultural Research Institute; and
school library meeting.

Regional textbook conference with Ministry officials, Kobe Primary School.

Translated from schedule ( n the blackboard in the Prefecture Teacher Consultants Office, Hiroshima
City.

Supervision in the local school continues to be primarily the
responsibility of the principal. As a result of Ministry planning, a
nationwide program for teacher efficiency rating was announced in
1957, with the local school head being responsible for the rating of
the teachers in his school. As of the beginning of the 1958 school
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year, the prefectural and local boards of education throughout
Japan, on Ministry order, instituted the efficiency rating system.
Under this system principals are required to mice subjective evalua-
tions of their teachers on the basis of their classroom work, their
character, and their day-to-day record. When transmitted to the
boards of education, these reports form the basis for board per-
sonnel action, such as promotion or dismissal. The reasons held
by the Government for adopting this procedure were that it was
an extension to teachers of a long standing system of rating of
civil servants.

Universities come under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Higher
Education and Science in the Ministry. This bureau has inspectors
and part-time inspection committees. Its pt.:in:try responsibility is
to foster coordination between the Ministry and universities and to
provide guidance and assistance on matters relating to higher
education.

School finance,v.Since there are no specific local school taxes and
the National Government collects nearly all taxes, it is obviously
necessary for the central Government. to aid local schools financially.
The normal practice from 1940 until 1945 had been for the National
Government to pay out of revenue from income taxes a subsidy of
one half the teachers' salaries to the local governments. The Local
Finance Equalization Grant in 1949 eliminated such direct aid to
schools, and substituted for it indirect aid on the basis of an objec-
tive formula and as a part of a general-purpose national equalization
grant to prefectures and municipalities on the basis of need. As a
result of this change, local schools claimed to have suffered. So
in 1953 the Government supplemented the Equalization Grants by
a return to the former fiscal practice of direct subsidies to schools
for teachers' salaries, with the passage of the Law Concerning the
National Treasury's Share of Compulsory Education Expenses. Suc-
ceeding laws provided for a variety of specific "promotional" grants
to local governments or to individual schools to aid them in attaining
some specific object, usually one of major interest to the Government,
such as the improvement of science education, extending the school
lunch program, organizing correspondence courses, building special
schools for the handicapped, constructing residences for teachers in
isolated areas, and reconstructing worn-out public elementary and
LSS school buildings. As direct subsidies increased in amount, the
proportion provided by the Local Finance Equalization Grant de-
creased, though it continued as an important source of revenue to
local schools.

Tax monies for school purposes thus move from the central Govern-
ment to prefectures and municipalities; prefectures on their part. also

4



ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION 93
subsidize city, town, and village schools. At the compulsory level,
the elementary and LS8 established and operated by the municipali-
ties, the cost of teachers' salaries is shared equally by the National
Government and the prefectural government. The local government
takes care of the ninny operating expenses other than salaries.

The National Government is directly responsible for supporting
"National schools--the 72 national universities, the 8 national USS,
and 20 hospitals attached to the universitiesand for assisting pri-
vate schools. When these costs are added to those of the subsidies
to local schools and of the Local Equalization Grant, the proportion

the total National expenditures for education supplied by the cen-
tral Government amounts to almost. 50 percent.

Prefectures are by law responsible for establishing and supporting
TSS and special schools for the blind and deaf within their borders.

These are partially subsidized by national funds; they are primarily
paid for by the prefectural government, out of its own tax receipts,
loans, rentals, and receipts from prefectural properties, as well as
school tuition and examination fees charged by the IJSS and pre-
fectural colleges or universities. In addition, the prefecture with
the aid of matching funds from the central Government must it the
teachers' salaries of local compulsory schools within its jurisdiction.

Municipalities pay the remaining costs of operating their compul-
sory schools, and for the activities of the Citizens' Public Halls.
Funds are raised from municipal taxes, loans, rentals and fees, and
receipts from municipal properties, supplemented by National equali-
zation grants and subsidies.

Where these do not meet the costs of education, deficits often are
made up by parents through their PTA's. For those in need who
do not receive educational allowances under the Daily Life Protec-
tion Law there has recently come into operation a national subsidy
for free distribution of compulsory education textbooks, and one for
the provision of free school lunches.24

National income has been increasing year by year as Japan's econ-
omy recovered. The percentage of such income spent on education
has increased at a more rapid rate than the income itself; since 1947
the expenditures for education have increased more rapidly than have
t otal public expenditures. This may be attributed largely to increased
costs and also to the expansion of educational opportunity at all levels.

24 Ministry of Education, Education in 1956, Annual Report of the Ministry of Educa-
tion (Tokyo, the Ministry, March 1958), p. 100-101.



CHAPTER IV

Curriculums, Teaching Methods, and Textbooks

WHAT IS TAUGHT in the classroom and how it. is taught serve
as something of a mirror of the educational system itself. This

chapter presents a panoramic view related to curriculums, teaching
methods, and textbooks throughout. Japan's modern educational
system.

Initial Modernization Epoch

Curriculums

The first Japanese Code of Education appeared in 1872. The
second one, drafted by Fujimaro Tanaka and David Murray, ap-
peared in 1879. Neither came into full effect. In 1880, the code
was revised and implemented.1 It established the basis for the
curriculum of the elementary schools:

The elementary school shall be a school in which elementary education is
given to children in the following branches of study : the elements of
morals, reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, history, etc.; and accord-
ing to local conditions, linear drawing, singing, gymnastics, etc., and . . .

especially for the benefit of female pupils, some other branches of instruc-
tion, such as sewing, shall also be added.2

Morals had been included in the two earlier codes. As is to be
noted in the second one, this subject had not been singled out for
special attention .3 It was in the third code in 1880 that morals
headed the list of required subjects to be taught.

In 1886 when Minister of State for Education Mori drew up the
series of ordinances relating to education, morals was a required
area of study for lower and higher elementary schools and for
middle and normal schools. For the elementary level, the morals

1 Department of Education, Japanese Code of Education: Revised (1880) (Tokio, the
Department, March 28, 1881), 14 p.

2 Ibid., Article III. p. 1-2.
3 Department of :donation, Japanese Code of Education (1879) (Tokio, the Department,

Dec. 28, 1879), Article II, p. 1-2.
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course was to consist of "simple facts, relating to the virtue of both
ancient and modern sages in this and other countries, as are deemed
suitable to, and easily comprehended by, children. Rules of conduct
should also be taught; and the teacher should set a constant prac-
tical example of good conduct to the children."4 These concepts
had their parallel in the educational systems of many countries. In
Japan, Confucian tradition on the moral and ethical training of
children was reflected in the interpretation placed on morals and
virtue.

The Imperial Rescript on Education of 1890 stressed loyalty and
filial piety. Morals became the core course in the curriculum. In-
cluded was the belief in the divine origin of Japan, the Imperial
throne, and the people. It focused on orderly social behavior and
obedience to the authority of the leaders. Government-approved
morals textbooks, prefaced by the Imperial Rescript and interpreta-
tions relating to its precepts, were used in primary schools, and
morals concepts were included in the educational program at the
various levels.

After 1931, stress on the concept of individual subordination to
the interests of the State was intensified. In 1937 when the World
Federation of Education Associations was meeting in Tokyo, the
Japanese concept of the morals course was presented by the Ministry
of Education in a quotation from Regulations Governing the En-
forcement of the Elemental?, School Act:

The morals course is alined at cultivating children's character and guid-
ing their moral practice in accordance with the spirit of the Imperial
Rescript on Education....

In the ordinary elementary school, such simple and easy instruction
should he given as would properly help children in the practical applica-
tion of filial piety, brotherly love, affection, diligence, respectfulness, mod-
esty, fidelity, courage, and other virtues. As the course gradually develops,
the application should be extended to the obligations to the State and the
community, and efforts should be made to implant in the minds of the
pupils loyalty and patriotism, to ennoble their character, to solidify their
principles of life, to promote their progressive spirit and to heighten their
sense of public morality.'

The subject matter in the early years consisted of fables, legends,
and myths from the Shinto tradition. In later years it included
stories of heroes from Japanese and world history. Between 1903
and World War II the textbooks were revised five times generally

4 Department of Education, Ordinances, Notifications, and Instructions Relating to Edu-
cation (Tokyo, the Department, 11887]), p. 90.

5 The Japanese Preparatory Committee of Elementary Education Section, Moral Educa-
tion in Elementary Schools in Japan, in : Proceedings of the Seventh Biennial Conference
of the World Federation of Education Associations: Tokyo, Japan, August 2-7, 1937 (Tokyo,
Japanese Education Association, World Conference Committee, 1938), vol. IV, p. 394-95.
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in the direction of increased nationalism: in 1903; in 1910, after the
Russo-Japanese War; in 1918, after the first World War; in 1933,
after the Manchurian Incident; and in 1941, in the early part of
World War II. A Japanese scholar in the history of textbooks has
divided the material in each of the five textbook revisions into the
seven major subject areas as shown in 'table 4.

Table 4.- Content In motels tuts by icor of textbook revision

Themes
Percentage of lessons

1903 1910 1918 1933 1941

Home 10.7 14.2 11. b 10.5 5.7
7ndiviclual 41.5 37.7 35.3 34.6 28.7
School. 3.1 1.2 1.3 4.3 6.6
Society 27.1 24.1 27.6 25.3 13.9
National 15. 1 17 9 18.6 19.8 37.8
International 0 0 0.6 0.6 1.0
Miscellaneous 2.5 4.9 5. 1 4.9 5. 7

Source: Tomitaro Karasawa, Changes in Japanese Education as Revealed in Textbooks, Japan Cuartcrly,
2: 373, July-September 1955.

As indicated in table 4, the morals texts in the first period
stressed individual or personal morality relating to self-help, ambi-
tion, self-reliance, truthfulness, and conscientiousness. The next
major emphasis was given to social morality-the common good,
cooperation, and mutual sympathy. The Ministry Teachers Manual
for Elementary School Morals of 1911 indicates how the moral
maxims were to be handled after the 1910 revision. According to
this manual, filial piety and ancestor worship were necessary to
strengthening the foundation of national morality. Teachers were
to take their classes to shrines on festival days. Before and after
such trips, the teachers were to give presentations on piety so that
the children would understand the significance of the occasions .°
In the earlier texts, there were many illustrations in morals lessons
drawn from the lives of heroes in other lands.

England headed the foreign list in the number of different figures
considered. In the number of hours devoted to specific foreign
heroes, leaders from the U. S. received particular attention. There
were stories about Benjamin Franklin to illustrate the moral lessons
on self-reliance, following the rules, the common good (2 le:sons),
work and virtue. Abraham Lincoln's life was used to illustrate the
lessons on study (2 lessons), honesty, sympathy, and the freedom
of man. George Washington's life illustrated 3 lessons on honesty,
magnanimity, and modesty.

l William Woodward, Religion-State. Relation. iu Japan, Conte'', inn nen Japan. 91.

September 1967.
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In the revision of 1910, illustrations from the lives of foreigners
dropped off to about a third. In the 1941 revision, Edward Jenner
of smallpox vaccine famewas the one foreigner included. A
list of the persons most commonly mentioned or discussed in morals
textbooks in 1941, compiled in 1957 by a class in education at
Tokyo University, included:

Emperor Meiji, first Emperor of modern Japan and a military-
political leader; Sontoku Ninomiya, agrarian philosopher; Yozan
Uesugi, philosopher-nationalist; Noboru Watanabe, anti-feudal ad-
'vacate of Western learning and foreign commerce; Kiyomasa Kato,
feudal warlord; Hideyoshi Toyotomi, military ruler who unified the
country ; Ekken Kaibara, educational philosopher; Kahei Takataya,
merchant; Toju Nakae, philosopher; Masashige Kusunoki, loyalist
who died in defense of the Emperor; Amaterasu Omikami, Sun
Goddess; Prince Kitashirakawa, Imperial relative who was a mili-
tary leader in the Sino-Japanese War; Edward Jenner, scientist;
Mitsukuni Tokugawa, scholar and nationalist; Empress Meiji, hu-
manitarian; Tsutomu Sakuma, patriot and advocate of modern
defenses and Western learning; Kohei Kikuchi, hero in the Russo-
Japanese War.

Besides morals, the required elementary school curriculum in
prewar days included Japanese language, arithmetic, science, phys-
ical education, music, calligraphy, drawing, and handicrafts. Geog-
raphy was added in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades and national history
in the 5th and 6th. Sewing for girls was the specialized vocational
subject. It was introduced during the 4th grade. The curriculum
of the higher elementary school added practical vocational subjects
such as farming, fishing, commerce, and industry. There was do-
mestic science for the girls.

By law, morals content was integrated into all subjects and played
a predominant part in school life.' After the 1941 revision of text-
books, the course in the national language reportedly was second
to the morals course in content related to nationalism and militarism.
An average of 76.4 percent of the lessons in the national language
for the 6 years of the elementary school was reported to be devoted
to such content.8 History books of this war period included lessons
on the sacred origins of Japan and its national character, Geography
books described Japan us a sacred land under the personal juris-
diction of the Emperor and related the destiny of Greater East
Asia to Japan. Music was a medium for educating the youth to
be loyal and patrioticeven as it is in many countries.

Proceedings of the Seventh Biennial Conference of the World Federation of Education
Associations: Tokyo, Japan, August 2-7, 1997, Vol. IV, p. 401-413.

Tomituro Karasawn, Changes in Japanese Education as Revealed in 'textbooks, Japan
Quarterly, 2: 381, July-September 1955,
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A Japanese student, writing in prewar Japan about his early
training, said: "During the aix years of elementary and four years
of middle school we were inspired with a spirit of loyalty and
patriotism which has become almost a religion to me. . . . The
stories of loyal and brave men were the greatest literature to us.. .."

At the secondary level there were boys' middle schools, girls'
high schools, and vocational schools, each with a specialized cur-
riculum. The middle schoolbeginning of the academic training
for the universityserved only a small proportion of the school
population. The subjects taught were morals, civics, Japanese lan-
guage and Chinese classics, history, geography, a foreign language
(English, German, French, or Chinese), mathematics, science, tech-
nical studies, drawing, music, practical work (such as woodworking
and gardening), and physical education. The student took from
30 to 35 class hours a week, with few electives. Most of the courses
were from 1 to 3 hours a week; exceptions were Japanese language,
Chinese classics, and foreign language, which were from 6 to 9 hours
per week.

The girls' high school offered roughly the same curriculum as the
boys' middle school though there were fewer hours of foreign
language and no Chinese classics. The extra time was devoted to
sewing and domestic science. At the secondary level teaching meth-
ods consisted of lectures, reading of texts, and recitations. Most
subjects were considered drill subjects, and pupils were expected
to learn by rote.

There were exceptions to the standard pattern. Among them
were such schools as Jiyu Gakuen (Freedom School) in Tokyoa
private institution which continued to interpret democratic principles
(hiring the war; the Seijo Gakuen (Seijo School) ; and some at-
tached primary schools to public normal schools at Nagano, Chiba,
and Nara which practiced the experimentalist philosophy of John
Dewey. Music and art offered opportunity for creativity on the
part of the students. There were two educational movements which
might be called forerunners of the postwar social studies course.

One in the northeastern region of Tohoku in the 1920's was called
the Life Composition (Seikatsu Tzuzurikata) Movement. It en-
couraged children to study the living conditions of their families
and report on them in compositions which were used as the basis
for class discussions. This method was intended to help in the
development of the child's personality and at the same time help
the teacher understand the home conditions under which the child
lived.

The other movement was led by the Education Science Research
Association, a society started in 1936 by scholars and teachers in
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various fields to study education from the historical and social point
of view. Its stated aim was to make the school a means of re-
constructing society. During the war period these movements were
suppressed by the military, and some of the teachers were arrested .°

The elementary school was in session 51/2 days a week at least
235 days a year. The schedule increased as the youngsters climbed
the educational ladder. First-graders were in school 23 hours a
week. Sixth-graders had 33 hours of 6 hours a day 5 days a week
and 3 hours on Saturday. The curriculums of elementary and sec-
ondary school were subject-centered. Basic to the program was
the theory that there is a fixed body of knowledge to be mastered
in order to be properly educated.

Teaching Methods

In general the methods were formal. There was a basic uni-
formity throughout the country; teacher preparation, textbook pro-
duction, and inspection were under central control. The examination
system helped to encourage the concentration on rote learning.

The teaching methods reflected the traditional teacher-pupil re-
lationship with the teacher as master and authority and the pupil
as disciple. The teacher taught acceptance of authority and was
obligated to be concerned for the well-being of his students. Often
a close parental relationship developed which. extended throughout
the lives of the teacher and his pupil.

Both the teacher-pupil relationship and the teaching methods
were congenial to the traditions in Japanese culture. The teacher
was able to handle large classes with a minimum of confusion.
Methods used were not considered oppressive. A prewar student of
the author described his education in these terms, using English as
a foreign language:

Simply playing and obediently learning were all my daily life, and I
had not time to indulge in imagination and childish meditation. Therefore
may character and disposition are simple and obedient, and I was treated
with affection by every kind of people.

The relationship which the pupil had with his teacher provided
guidance for him in his daily living. The standardization in teach-
ing methods and in curriculums was not unlike that in various
European countries. A class in the same subject at the same grade
level in schools in different parts of the country well might be
studying at the same place in the same text, since the texts and

Yomturi Shimbun, March 29, 1955
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the teachers' manuals were the same in each instance. The stand-
ardization meant that the lessons were not necessarily directly re-
lated to the life of the children in a particular community. Naturally
much time was spent in mastery of the national language.

Few schools had libraries of their own and supplementary refer-
ence works. The major source of information was the textbook.
The teacher's manual accompanying the textbook prescribed the
method for handling the subject including the areas to stress and
questions to ask.

Textbooks

On his second trip to the U. S., in 1867, Yukichi Fukuzawa pur-
chased a large number of books. He bought dictionaries and texts
in geography, history, law, economics, mathematics, and the like.
For,the most part, these were the first texts from the U. S. to enter
Japan. Fukuzawa, used them in his Keio school and commented
concerning them :

This use of American text books in my school was the cause of On
adoption all over the country of American books for the following to
years or more. Naturally when students from my school, in turn, became
teachers in various parts of the land, they used the texts they themselves
had studied. It is not difficult then to see why those I had selected became
the text books of that day.10

In 1885, Mori brought textbooks under the control of the Ministry
of Education and required that all officially authorized. Some
continued to be privately produced, and others were produced in
the Ministry. In 1903 there was evidence that some private pub-
lishers may have been attempting to bribe some of the members of
the prefectural textbook selection committees to adopt their texts.
Some committee members were tried for corruption. The Ministry
had been interested since about 1894 in having a national system
for textbooks. After the trial, ft State textbook system was adopted.
The Ministry now compiled the texts in morals, Japanese history,
and geography, and the national language readers and required
their use. Other texts required Ministry authorization. This change
also resulted in reducing textbook prices as much as 70 percent
while the quality of paper and the printing improved."

Ovrr the years a systematic series of State textbooks was developed

10 The Autobiography of Yulacht Fukuzawa, trans. Eitel Ktyooka. (Tokyo, Mokuseldo
Press, 1947, 8d ed., rev.), p. 212.

11 Baron Dairoku Kikuchi, Japanese Education (London. John Murray, 1909), p.
327-29.
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for each subject. For the elementary level they were compiled,
published, and distributed by the Ministry. After a manuscript
was compiled by the appropriate Ministry section, it required ap-
proval by a board of te.dbook investigation composed of about
20 people representing the professions, business, the Army, the Navy,
and professional education. In the 1041 revision of language texts,
the military representatives required the inclusion of items which
were sympathetic to their purposes.'2

At the secondary level and in most of the technical and vocational
fields, the Ministry required authors to submit manuscripts for
review. After approval, they could be published. At the univeri.:ty
level, the ministry had texts reviewed after publication, and the
Government banned the ones it did not consider satisfactory.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

Curriculums. At the time the Occupation began, the Japanese
educational world had been pretty well isolated for some years from
contact with teachers and educators from most of the world. In
its recommendations concerning curriculum revision, the U. S. Edu-
cation Mission suggested starting with "the interests of the pupils,
enlarging and enriching those interests through content whose
meaning is intelligible to the pupils . . in a particular en-
vironment." "

After the initial negative phase of deleting from the curriculum
what were considered by the Occupation authorities to be mili-
taristic and ultranationalistic elements, the Ministry and CIE began
working tin the problems involved in revising the program of courses
and their content. The Ministry of Education assembled from its
School Education Bureau and its Textbooks Bureau a new Cur-
riculum Committee charged with revising the curriculum. At first
the committee followed the traditional pattern based on the idea of
a fixed body of knowledge to be decided upon by the Ministry. This
plan was not found acceptable. A. series of seminars were held in
which SOAP advisers presented other methods of curriculum con-
struction. By the beginning of the school year in April 1947, a
new program of studies for elementary and secondary levels was
ready to be put into effect. The number of different required

12 Xarasawa, op. cit., p. 380,
13 Report of the United Statea Education Milligan to Japan, (Washington, U. S. Gov-

ernment Printing Office, 1946), p. 11. (Department of State Publication 2579. Far East-
ern Series 17.)
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courses was reduced to enable students to concentrate on fewer
subjects. At the secondary level the same quality curriculum was
to be offered in girls' high, youth, and vocational schools as in
other secondary schools.

Certain changes in the content gave a new direction to learning.
For example, in the teaching of the Japanese language, instead of
starting with the cursive syllabary (kata kana), first-grade readers
began with the more common flowing syllabary (hiragana). The
number of Chinese characters which an elementary student was
expected to learn was reduced from several thousand to five hundred.

An effort was made to have story materials tie in closely to the
interests and activities of children. Less time was provided for
calligraphythe beautiful brush writingwhich formerly had been
studied through the program. Domestic science, which had been
required for girls throughout most of the elementary and secondary
curriculum, was reduced to 3 years in the elementary schools and
made elective for the rest of the scl,.00l, career. Instead of requiring
a foreign language (often English which, like other foreign lan-
guages, was found to be nonessential in the careers of many), it
was made optional. Health education was included in the cur-
riculum.

Two years later (early in 1949), the first courses of study for
elementary and secondary levels were revised and expanded by
Japanese educators with the assistance of U. S. advisers. It was
intended at the time that the 1949 revision would be the final one
at the national level since local boards of education were to start
assuming responsibility for texts in their areas.

Probably the most controversial break with the past curriculum
was the elimination of the separate courses in morals, geography,
and, history, and their replacement by an integrated course called
social studies. This course reprnsented a new departure rather than
a lumping 'together of the former courses. This course was in-
tended to serve as a meansalong with other aspects of the cur -
riculum--by which a sense of morality might be developed along
democratic lines. It was to educate for effective citizenship.

It was required at the various levels through the twelfth gradl.
At the elementary level it consisted of units built around the im-
mediate environment of the childhome, school, and community.
At the lower secondary level the area of study was expanded to
include the life of the' Nation and foreign countries. Here the
coursegeneral social studieswas to utilize the problem approach
and the problems were to be based on studies of the needs of young
people in Japan. The course was designed to help children become
acquainted with social organization, Government services, Japanese



CURRICULUMS, TEACHING METHODS, AND TEXTBOOKS 103

industries, the economic position of Japan and the place of foreign
trade in it, the history of Japan, international relations, life in
foreign countries, and modern life in general. Materials from
geography, history, political science, sociology, and economics were
to be used in working out solutions to problems. The system of 4 to
6 teaching units to a grade was used.

The social studies texts for LSS highlighted the careers of
Japanese, of contemporary leaders in the world, and of such foreign
born as Buddha, Christ, AriStotle, Galileo, Newton, Rousseau, Kant,
Tolstoy, Gandhi, Edison, and Einstein. In many LSS, social
studies became the core subject of the curriculum. At the upper
secondary level, the student was required at the time to take two
social studies courses out of a possible five : general social studies
and either Japanese history, worll history, human geography, or
current problems.

In the early days of this program, there were very few teachers
who had studied or taught social studies. This subject represented
a shift from compartmentalized subject matter to the broad sweep
of great movements, the interrelation of separate subjects, and the
use of such information in daily living. Many teachers and parents
felt that the emphasis on local materials, teacher-pupil planning,
and the abandonment of an official text meant a weakening of the
educational program.

Professional associations all over the country prepared and pub-
lished resource units for use at various levels. Two of the social
studies textbooks for secondary schools prepared by Japanese scholars
were The Story of the New Constitution and a 2-volume Primer of
Democracy. The Ministry wrote a modern history of Japan called
Kuni no Ayumi (Progress ri the Country) as a social studies text.
It was eventually published, but not widely used, though the books
on the Constitution and on democracy were used by millions.

In the LSS, the required number of hours of study per week
changed from 35 to 26 with additional time for an elective course
and 4 hours of home room and club activity. The study included
social studies, Japanese language, Japanese history, mathematics,
general science, music, arts and handicrafts, physical education, and
vocational or homemaking education. Many Japanese were con-
cerned that electives might reduce quality.

The various science courses were integrated into a general science
course and the various separate mathematics courses became a gen-
eral mathematics course. Japanese language, formerly treated as
grammar and literature, was to be taught to develop reading, speak-
ing, listening, and writing skills for use in communication. English
began to be taught by the oral metilod using such devices as tape
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recordings, dramatization of stories and poems, class conversations.
and the like. Physical education shifted from emphasis on calis-
thenics and formal drill to group games and organized spOrts.

At the upper secondary level, there was greater latitude. The
school might offer toward the 85 units necessary for graduation,
some 30 subjects in fields of national language, social studies, mathe-
matics, science, health, arts, music, and foreign language. In addi-
tion there were more than 100 vocational courses. Such courses
represented the general range; a single USS did not offer all of
these subjects.

The required 38 units of general education included: National
language 9, social studies 10, science 5, mathematics 5, and physical
education and health 9.

According to the Minister of Education, the five major reforms
in curriculum were :

1. Small divisions of subjects were abolished and replaced by greater
course areas ; for example, geography, history, and civics were integrated
into new course called social studies.

2. In the lower and upper secondary schools the subjects were divided
into elective and compulsory. Especially in the upper secondary, where
broad scope was given to a free choice of courses.

3. For the purpose of promoting independent and free study by the pupils,
special periods called free study were assigned. These later developed
into periods for "specific educational activities."

4. With emphasis on meeting the needs of the local community, teaching
materials were selected from the local situation.

5. Along with the new emphasis on vocational education, the courses in it
were revised, especially those in homemaking?*

To study the necessary reforms in curriculum, the Ministry estab-
lished, in 1949, a Curriculum Council which was destined to be
confronted with some of the most knotty problems of the changing
educational system.

Teaching methods.To aid teachers in putting the new program
into effect, the Ministry issued and distributed in March 1947 a
document entitled: A Tentative Suggested Course of Study: General.
It set up procedures for teachers at all levels and suggested the
theory that:

the child must first of all set ,ip his aim, make plans . . . to attain it,
carry forward his learning therewith, and . .. reflect on the results of his
efforts . . . real learning does not result from memorizing . . . facts. The
teaching methodology must be contrived on the basis of the understanding

14 sae : Ministry of Education, Progress of Education Reform in Japan (Tokyo, the
Ministry, 1930), p. 13.
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that real knowledge and skill will never he acquired through other means
than the child's activities . . lit is necessary] to satisfy the wants spring-
ing from the purposes set up by the child himself.lts

This general course of study was followed by a series of courses
of study in different subjects to replace the teachers' guides which
formerly had accompanied the textbooks. They provided an outline
of suggested pupil experiences and teaching materials for each
subject and grade, leaving the development of the course to the
individual teacher. They stressed the importance of pupil activity
by such means as group discussion and individual projects.

JERC accepted the new approach in teaching methods and defined
them as follows:

The present learning method is that, first, pupils' individual differences are
recognized, and the ability, disposition, and interests of each pupil is con-
sidered: then they are provided with as many opportunities ns possible
for free learning, and they are instructed with consideration for the pur-
poses of education and learning. The vital point ... is that pupils are led
to consider, contrive and take part spontaneously in learning activities
each according to his own ability,'"

So spoke the agency responsible for recommending policy. The
Ministry on its part instructed teachers to study and observe the
child and build upon his experiences, knowledge, and personality.
The social studies expert, Professor Tokiomi Kaigo of Tokyo
University, urged teachers to present their subjects in an is
fashion, to offer practical lessons, to adopt broad and unbiased
points of view, and to expose their students to as much social
experience as possible. Phases of the program became familiar
to every teacher and were widely used by some.

Student self-government was introduced. (See picture on p. 10(i).
Activities such as newspapers, dramatics, clubs, and sports were
encouraged and considered a part of the learning process.

The School Education Law of 1947 stated: "The principals and
teachers of schools may, whenever they deem it necessary for the
purpose of education, impose disciplinary punishment on students
and pupils, as prescribed by their supervisory authorities. But there
shall be no physical penalty."' " In 1948 an official interpretation
of the phrase "physical penalty" indicated that it not only included
the slapping and kicking accepted in prewar days, but forcing a

15 As translated by the Ministry of Education for SCM' and quoted by James Ditto Doi,
Educational Reform in Occupied Japan, E45-E.Mo: A St udg of Acceptance of and Resistance
to Institutional Change (Chicago, University of Chicago, 1053), p. 291. (Unpublished
doctoral dissertation.)

91 Japanese Education Reform Council, Education Reform in Japan: Present Etutus and
Problems In rolccd (Tokyo. the Council, 1950). p. 00.

r: Ministry of Education. Ed/mate/in! Lams and Regulations in Japan: Nyland Educa-
tion hale ;Tokyo. the Ministry. 1955), Series 2. p.
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US Army photograph

Sign on board reads, "Elect wisely. Choose according to personality and knowledge."
Elementary pupils elect officersTokyo.

pupil to sit still and erect or detaining him after school, if such a
penalty caused him hunger and fatigue."

At the secondary level, teaching devices such as the panel and
round table discussion were used to supplement the lecture method
and textbook. Audiovisual aids became compouplace. Class field
trips were made by teachers and pupils.

Textbooks. In late 1947, a new plan was 4.'wised for the issuance
of textbooks. The Ministry of Education appointed a Textbook
Committee which recommended the establishment of a Textbook
Authorization Plan to be carried out by a new 16-man Textbook
Authorization Con-unit-lee.

Henceforth the Ministry was to make public a list of the text-
books needed in the schools. An individual writer or publiAwr

is Japan 71 oleo, July 90, 1957.
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could compile a textbook manuscript for any title appearing in the
list and submit it to the Textbook Authorization Committee for
review. The committee turned it over to 5 subject-matter specialists,
whose names were kept anonymous and were drawn from a panel
of 1,500 readers. These specialists independently graded the manu-
script against the recommended course of study and the subject
standards set up by the Textbook Committee. Their findings were
reviewed by the scholars and experienced persons on the Textbook
Authorization Committee. During the early part of the operation
of the new system (1948 to 1950), SCAP also screened texts to insure
that they did not violate existing directives concerning ultrana-
tionalism, militarism, or State Shinto. Initially almost 25 percent
of the manuscripts approved by the Textbook Authorization Com-
mittee were turned down by SCAP. in July 1950, responsibility
for approving texts was returned to the Ministry.

Once the book was publisheu. it was offered to the teachers.
administrators, and other interested persons at annual textbook ex-
hibits in prefectural centers throughout the country. There it was
examined for local suitability and orders were placed through
prefectural boards of education. The Ministry collected and trans-
mitted the orders to publishers and allocated the appropriate amount

7 3 4
1 9 t'
4 E II a

Preparing for a showing.

Courtesy RI the Embassy of damn
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of paper to enable them to fill the orders. A variety of tests com-
peted for adoption in the various subjects and at the various grade
levels.

The Present Period

Elementary eurrieulum.--Class schedules range from a half-day
session and 22 class hours a week for the 1st grade student, to a
full-day session and 34 class hours for the 6th grade. Teachers use
filmstrips, sound movies, paper theater (kamishibai) posters, charts,
and phonographs. Classes take field trips to local public services
such as police, fire, postal, or other governmental units. 'They visit
hospitals, museums, and natural beauty spots. Pupils in arithmetic,
for example, may play store with play money or use money to buy
tickets for trips.

Profile of an elementary school.Practice in 1951 is illustrated
specifically in table 5 by the weekly schedule in a relatively new and
still expanding elementary school in a modest section of Tokyo.
The school day ranged from 4 classes of 45 minutes each S :15 a.m.
to 12:00 noonfor 1st graders to 6 classes of 43 minutes each-
8:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for fith graders. The class size was over 50
though there were 32 teachers (18 men and 14 women) for a student
body of 1,230 students. This number included specialist teachers
in homemaking, music, drawing, health, and business.

Table 5.Weekly schedule kr 6th grade

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Japanese ..- . - -. -- Arithmetic...__. Japanese Arithmetic_.. -_ Japanese Arithmetic.
Science Japanese Arithmetic__ Japanese_ . - _ Arithmetic... Japanese.
Science Social studies_ . Social studies.. Sc . mce Social studies.. Social studies.
Japanese Physical edu-

cation.
Mush. science__ ... social studies.. Se! f government

assembly.
Music Homemaking I_ Physical edu.

cation.
Drawing and

handicrafts.
Physical edu-

cation.
Self.governMent. Homemaking Club activities.:

Homemaking is introduced in the 5th grade and Is cant inwl In the Sib. It usually consists of seWillg,
cooking, and simple home repairs.

2 There were 20 clubs, including &amides, music, end seelpture
Source: Shirakawa Elementary school., tioto Ward, Tokyo, hunt In NM

The specific educational goals of the school are reflected in the
following points:

1. To develop good health habits.
2. To promote love of our country, right understanding of our traditions,
and at the same time, a spirit of internationalism.
3. To cultivate is selentithr and logical mind, and the creative spirit.
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Courtesy of Ministry of Education

4th grade budding artists: Higashi Horikiri Elementary SchoolKatsushika-ku, Tokyo.

4. To endeavor to raise moral standards.
5. To respect perseverance and achievement ; also to respect labor and
have a deep sense of responsibility.
6. To produce tine character through forming the children's sentiments.19

The reform recommendations (as indicated in the Tentative Sug-
gested Course of Study: General) may be noted in the following
modern guidance policy of the school:

1. We seek to discover the actual conditions of the children's lives.20
2. We consider carefully the charactec, personality, and environment of
the children, and give suitable guidance for the growth of their minds and
bodies.

3. We draw the teaching materials from the actual surroundings of the
children, in the particular region in which they live.
4. We promote habits of self-discipline.
5. We arouse the children's interest in study, through activities with
objects.

6. We build upon the children's experiences and follow the principle of
learning by doing.
7. We encourage them to make known the results of their study through
reports, oral and written, and other methods.

10 From a mimeographed outline in English entitled "An Outlook of Shirakawa Elemen-
tary School presented to the author In May 1957 at the time of his visit to the school.

20 All new teachers are required to take a course with the responsible teacher consultant
once as week for 6 months on the educational condith .s and problems of the school district.
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N. We teach the children how to study.

9, We cultivate a positive attitude on the part of the children toward home-
work.

10, We come into close contact with the children's home and provide prac-
tical guidance in out-of-school activities.

Secondary curriculum. The Lowe, secondary curric'ilum recom-
mended by the Ministry is given in table 6. The schools in Japan
tend to follow Ministry suggestions closely, even though they are
not legally bound to do so. The figures given in table 6 represent
suggested school hours per week in a 35-week minimum school year.
Each school hour is 50 minutes long, not including time for chang-
ing classes.

Table 6.R commended minimum and maximum class hours per week for each subject
in the lower secondary curriculum

Subjects
Weekly hours by year

1st 2d 3rd

Required:
Drawing and handicrafts 2-3 2-3 2-3
Japanese language 5-8 5-8 4-6
Mathematics 4-5 3-5 3-5
Music 2-3 2-3 2-3
Physical education and health 3-5 3-5 3-5
Science 3-5 4-5 4-5
Social studies.. 4-6 4-8 5-9
Vocational and homemaking 3-4 3-4 3-4

Total: Minimum and maximum 26-29 1 26-29 I 26-29
Optional:

Foreign language 4-6 4-6 4-6
Homeroom and club activities 2-5 2-5 2-5
Vocational and homemaking (specialized) 3-4 3-4 3-4
Additional subjects 1-6 1-6 1-6

Maximum total is 29 hours rather than the total of the column.
Source: Adauted from: Ministry of Education. Education in Japan, Graphic presentation: 1957.

Tokyo, the Ministry, 1957. p. 49.

The minimum school hours per week for required and optional
subjects and extracurricular activities are 30. The weekly tiours for
the 8 required subjects range from a minimum of 26 to it maximum
of 29 hours, leaving a maximum of 4 hours for electives. The
student normally can choose only 1 elective from the offerings in
specialized vocational or homemaking subjects, in foreign languages,
or in other subjects given by the particular school. Homeroom and
club activity periods of from 2 to 5 hours a week are scheduled
on regular school time.

This curriculum has more requirements and fewer electives than
ones at the same level in the U. S.; it is less rigid than it was in
pre-war Japan. Then there were no electives and no homerooms.
There were 34 to 35 hours of required subjects compared with the
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9,6 to 29 hours of required subjects and up to 4 hours of elective
today.

Japanese language is an amalgamation of the subject . rammar,
literature, written composition, and calligraphy. I' ...:,tuse of diffi-
culty in mastering this tool of communication, it receives emphasis
'n each of the 3 years. In the new curriculum, practical language
skills take precedence over the earlier :formal literature and grammar
approach. Social studies, including geography in the 1st year,
Japanese history in the 2nd, and politics-economics-sociology in the
3rd year, rank second.

English is introduced for the first. time at the lower secondary
level. Nearly all schools offer it and 8 out of 10 students take it,
starting at age 12 or 13. The number of hours devoted to it per
week average 5 for each of the 3 years, or a sixth of the students'
class timeabout equal to the time spent on social studies. For the
student heading toward the university, English is, in effect, a re-
quired subject, since the majority of the prefectures (34 out of 46)
have included English questions in the entrance examinations for
the USS.

English formerly was taught by the translation method. Since.
class size exceeds 50, the oral approach consists largely of group
drill with standardized written assignments from texts for the re-
mainder of the time. Much memorization is required. There is
some evidence that the examination requirement in English has
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caused "a shift in emphasis to a formal and descriptive . . . English
curriculum . . .1121

There is a constant shortage of English teachers making it difficult
to have adequately trained persons in this field. Of the 62,000 LSS
English teachers in 1956, a third were licensed to teach English.
Of those licensed, more than 1 out of 4 held temporary or emer-
gency certificates. Rural schools sometimes press science or physical
education teachers into service as English teachers. Associations
of English teachers are working to improve the Nation's English
language training. The oral-aural methods presented by Charles
Fries of the University of Michigan during his several trips to
Japan culminated in a series of texts and teachers' aids in the sub-
ject. About 275 English teachers received training in modern lin-
guistic research in universities in the U. S. between 1949 and 1953,
under US Army sponsorship in the GARIOA scholarship pro-
gram. After that more than a hundred additional teachers partici-
pated in short-term training programs in the U. S., under the
auspices of the Department of State with the cooperation of the
Office of Education. Of these, many have gone home to teach in
the secondary schools or to become teacher consultants in English.
As teacher consultants they organized in-service training sessions
and persuaded others to experiment with the oral approach, audio-
visual materials, and methods of arousirg interest in their students?'

Table 7 on p. 113 presents the general or academic USS curriculum
recommended by the Ministry of Education.

With slight modifications in the social studies, USS curriculum
remains very much as it was at the end of the Occupation. A unit
of credit is given for one school hour a week throughout the 35-week
school year. The 85 credits required for graduation must include at
least 38 hours of general education, including Japanese language, 3
subjects out of 4 in social studies (including civics), 2 subjects out
of 4 in science, algebra and geometry, and 9 hours of health and
physical training. Students in the college preparatory course must
also take at least 6 units from among courses offered in the areas of
arts and music, homemaking, and vocational training. Students
majoring in vocational education must take over 30 units in this
area. The college preparatory student may take 32 units of elec-
tives. With university entrance examinations staring him in the
face, his course is fairly confined to the academic fields on which he
will be examined, leaving little time for elective,. The vocational

"William C. Bryant, English Language Teaching in Japanese Schools, Publication of
the Modern Langua:- Association of America, 71: 36, September 1956.

22 Ibid., p. 35.
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Table 7.General (academic) upper secondary curticulum recommended by the
Ministry of Education

Areas and subjects
Number of

hour credits
recom-
mended

Areas and subjects
Number of

hour credits
recom-

mended

Arts and music I 2 to 6 Science:
Calligraphy Biology
Crafts
Fine arts

Chemistry
Geology I2 out of 4 required... 3 to 8

Music Physics
Foreign language: Social studies:

Course I 3 to 15 Civicsrequired
Course II 2 to 4 Cultural geography (2 out of 8 8 to 5

Health and physical trainingre- Japanese history required.
quired l 9 to 11 World history

Homemaking and domestic arts I 2 \ to 8 Vocations I subjects:
Japanese language: Agriculture ', to 86

Course Arequired 9 to 10 Commerce " to 8
Course B (advanced) 2 to 6 Fishery scier.ce 2 to 20
Chinese classics 2 to 6 Industry-. 7 to 25

Mathematics: Additional electives 8 to 82
Algebra and geometryrequired. 6 to 9 Extracurricular activities (non.credit). I to 3
Geometry (advanced) 3
Calculus and statistics 3 to 5
Applied mathematics 3 to 5

I A minimum of 6 hours is required from among courses offered in arts and music, homemaking and
domestic arts, and vocational subjects.

3 Of the 9 required units, 2 are in health.
Sources: Adapted from: Ministry of Education, Education in Japan, Graphic Presentation: 1957 (Tokyo.

the Min, itry, 1057), p. 50. [A minimum of 85 hour credits is required for graduation.]

student, with a requirement of 38 units of general education, at least
30 units in vocational subjects plus 9 units of health and physical
education has 8 units for electives each year.

In addition to their regular classes, students are encouraged to
take from 1 to 3 hours a week of extracurricular activities, for which
no credit is given. There are many sports and cultural interest
groups available at the USS.

Science education recently has gained new attention in Japan.
The Ministry announced on November 30, 1957, a 3-year plan for
increasing by 8,000 the number of science majors in the Nation's
schools of science and technology. Part of the increased quota is
to be met by the establishment of special 5-year technical schools,
similar to the former technical institutes, combining the present USS
and junior college. The Science Education Council, an advisory
organ to the Ministry, has urged the stressing of science education
at the elementary and lower secondary levels. According to its
findings, present facilities are inadequate. Some 30 percent of the
elementary schools have special classrooms for science education,
while 47 percent of the lower LSS and 49 percent of the USS have
them.28 Shortage of science equipment and of qualified science
teachers is a complaint echoed in Japan as well as in many other
countries of the world.

23 Japan Times, Jan. 13, 1958.
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Mora lv or Social 8tudie8.Since 1950 a debate has been going on
concerning morals vet...am social studies. Criticism of the social
studies course relate to such factors as: (1) Concern of parents and
others over the morality of youth; (2) fear that critical thinking on
social problems in Japan encourages students to rebel against con-
trol. reject the status quo. and turn leftist ; (3) parental and PTA
dissatisfaction with the nature of social studies courses and a de-
mand for separate content courses in geography and history to
enable youth to pass factual entrance examinations; and (4) the
fa-1 that in some cases social studies courses have been poorly taught
or teaching materials have been inadequate.

When a small proportion of the youth became "children of the sun"
(taiyozoku) or "zoot-suiters," and interpreted freedom as license, or
when other young people s, ?re disrespectful of their elders, the
elders blamed the schools and called for a return to a formal course
in morals. Some pointed out that religions in Japan were amoral
and that there were no Sunday Schools, as in the V. S. to teach
moral standards. In 1952, the revival of a course in morals was
adopted as a plank in one party's platform. It was discussed in
the Diet and successive Ministries of Education have promised
action.

That the problem is not resolved is evidenced by the coverage
devoted to it in the press. In answer to the cry that morals are
degenerating, it is often pointed out that scientific proof has not
been offered that postwar children have lower morality than prewar
children and that even were this a fact, responsibility for correc-
tion rests mainly in the home and community rather than in the
school.24 Some say that, as the postwar social confusion is allo-
viated, morals are improving.

One indication of parental attitude was reflected in the 1955 pub-
lic opinion poll of 3.000 parents taken by the Cabinet Councillors'
Room regarding their expectations from schools during compulsory
education years. Some 72 percent felt that the elementary and the
1.4.SS should teach pupils better manners and stricter discipline than
at present and 09 percent thought this teaching should include
respect for parents. Parents in their 20's, who had received the
new education, were not as determined on this score as those in
their 40's and 50's. They were almost evenly divided for and against
teaching manners and respect; in the older group they were almost
3 to 1 in favor." The graduates of colleges and universities were

24 See : Allah( Rhimbun, May 31, 1957 and Mahn Nippon Shimbun [Nagoya], Dec. 4,
1957. as translated In Japan Times, June 1, 1957 and Dee. 4. 1957.

25 See Editorial in Minana Nippon Shimbun [Kagoshima], Nov. 21, 1957,
20 310115bIlHhO, 5.3 Set ta Fromm Kakuohn no Yoron (Tokyo. Mombusho. Shown 81. 6

gatsu), 120, 180. (Ministry of Education, Various Public Opinions Concerning the 6-3
System, Tokyo, the Ministry, June 1956, p. 120 and 130.]

1.111411.,
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less decided in their views than those of elementary and higher
elementary school. The younger persons and those with more edu-
cation tended to oppose revival.27

By late 1957 in another nationwide poll taken by the Cabinet
Councillors' Room of the Prime Minister's Secretariat. 70 percent.
of the 3,000 people over 2,0 years old responded that they wanted
to see "something like morals restored to the schools to a certain
degree.'"'" Of this number 11 percent said they wanted to go back
to prewar morals while 50 percent opposed such return. In the
matter of education in morality (dotoku kyoiku) as opposed to

27 Ibid., p. 132.
20Nalkokis SorldnIJln KIIIIIIII) Kpotku Mandril ni tianottru Fortin ('holla

Kt'kka. (Tokyo. Naikaku Soridaijin Knmbu Shingishitou, Shown 32. 12 galso). 2. rm..
Prime 11inistees Secretariat Councillors' Room. The Results of a Public Opinion Poll on
Educationol Iroblems. Tokyo, the Secretariat, December 1957, p. 2. I Ilitneo.)]

4". -77
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morals, &h percent of the respondents felt that the lack of moral
stanhrds of youth made it a necessary item in the curriculum of
the compulsory schools,29 and 19 percent said it was unnecessary.
Of those who indicated belief in a need for education in morality,
the most important components of such education were judged to
be final piety (36 percent), manners and courtesy (15 percent), and
patriotism (9 percent). When the same people were asked if special
time should be set aside for education in morality, 43 percent said,
"No' and 38 percent said, "Yes." This was almost, exactly the
reverse of the resection in 1955.

Some 31) percent would approve the use of a special morals text-
book. And when those who favored the teaching of filial piety
(obedience and respect for parents) were asked : "Do you think
the prewar type of filial piety should be taught?". 28 percent said.
"Yes." and :32 percent said, "No, not in that sense." 'When those
favoring the teaching of patriotism were asked: "Do you think it
is necessary to teach a prewar type of loyalty to the Emperor and
love of country?" 15 percent said, "Yes," 35 percent said, "No, not
quite that." and 5 percent said they did not know. About 14 per-
cent opposed teaching any kind of patriotism.

In the 1955 poll, 46 percent said they preferred that history be
treated separately as a single subject and not a part of social studies,
and 33 percent said it should not be so compartmentalized." The
specific content of social studies is not covered in examinations.
Said the Ministry in the fall of 1953:

(1) Social studies is not nationalistic. In order to awaken the national
self-consciousness of the people is necessary to teach straight history
and geography.

2) Social studies is not methodical. Basic subjects, systematically taught
in separate courses are the only way to insure real learning.
c3) Social studies is un-Japanese. It is an American importation, based
on American experience and should be replaced by education characteristic
of Japan.31

Though there were educators who resisted the movement away
from social studies,32 the MinistrY of Education in 1954 persuaded
the Curriculum Counci133 to accept the idea of revision of the social

a9 In reNoonse ts, the question "Do present-day elementary and lower secondary pupils
have lower moral standards than prewar children?" 48 percent said, "Yes," 39 percent
replied, "No," and 13 percent said they did not know.

a. See : Mumbusho, 6.3 Rd nt Konsure Kalman; no Yoron, p. 132.
Al Translated from Shaken 1'0W:trio Sept. 27, 1953.
=Social studies teachers, professors, and representatives of associations concerned with

the threat of abolition of the social studies program, met in the office of Dean Toklonti
Ealgo, School of Education, Tokyo University, on August 1, 1953. and organized to oppose
the Ministry's proposal. When the Ministry's otatment was modified, the rebuttal pre-
pared by this new Social Studies Deliberation Council lost most of Its force.

22The Curriculum Council front 1949 to 1951 rejected requests to recommend changes In
social studies. See: Yomfurt Shimbun, March 31, 1955.

1
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studies curriculum. As a consequence, the Ministry drow up it new
course of study in social studies for elementary and I.SS which
provided for separate teaching of morals, geography, and history.
It took effect on a voluntary basis in the 1955-56 school year.

At the elementary level the major revisions as restated front it

Ministry publication. were:
(I) The nuns of the social studies were to be spelled out in specific detail
so as not to leave so much up to the teacher.
(2) There was to lie a shift lit emphasis from a study of the structure and
function of simiet y to 1 he hummuttles--art, religion, ethics and "the power
of the will."
(3) The Senile of morals teaching was to he gradually expanded, starting
with personal morals and working out to community, national and inter-
national morals.

(4) Goigraphy and history were to he taught systematically, progressing
from the easy to the more complex as the student advanced through the
grades.

(5) Among things to be stressed in social stmlies were to be: (a) The
duties of the holiidual,34 (b) the significance of labor, (r) the position of
the Emperor, and (d ) the importance of being an internationally-minded
Nation 111111 contributing toward world peace."

At the lower secondary level the planned change as restated front
a Ministry publication, included the following:

(I) Sllehll studies iu the past had included too many generalizations that
were difficult to teach: these should be eliminated.

(2) Social studies at the LSS level was to be articulated with that of the
elementary school.

(3) Teaching by the large unit system wits to he made optional, and the
former wwial studies coarse was to be !milieu up Into its component fields,
geography (7th grade), history (8th grade), politics, economics, and so-
ciology (9th grade), with moral education conducted simultaneously in
all these fields, though with no separate course devoted to it.
(4) While working toward world pence and international cooperation, the
social studies pupil was to have a strong sense of "responsibility toward
the independence and prosperity of the state.+'w

Almost immediately after 1954 specialized textbooks on Japanese
history and geography began to replace social stu(lies textbooks in
use. Publishers became reluctant to accept books built on the unit
system, and "problem solving" was deleted from social studies. The
place where the integrated treatment of social stu(lies continued was

:14 The 4th ;trailers studied a unit in bow to obey Government regulations: the nth grad-
ers studied how to express ophilons and carry on free disensnion.

35 31111h:try of Elnention. Etinetttimi In 1955: Annual Report nJ the Mint9try of Ed:41.0ton
(Tokyo, the Ministry. March 1357) p. 43.

as 1b1d., p. 44.
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in certain specialized teacher education universities which are
(laktigei universities. These schools reportedly had difficulty in
finding a single social studies text for use in their attached schools,
so they used several separate texts as reference books and continued
the integrated approach.

At the tipper secondary level the following changes. including
those in social studies, were introduced with the entering 10th grade
in 1959-57. and were to app.'y to succeeding entering classes until
they would be common to the whole school program.

(I) The basic principle was that the USS should be an independent unit
training for citizenship, and not merely a feeder fir the university. It
could be terminal.

(2) The school was to pro% ide new combinations of courses in general
education which would be uniform for all students in the first year, with
speelatlization according to aptitude beginning with the secnud yettr. At
that point the student would choose between different curriculums, not
between different courses. This would cut down greatly on the number of
elective courses (formerly 47 out of 85 credits) in order to improve the
quality of the students' preparation for the university examilialons.
(3) Vocational courses were to be made more effective, to fill the growing
need for technicians.

(4) General social studies, formerly required, anti current problems were
abolished. Now the student is required to take civics and 2 out of 3 other
subjects, Japanese history, world history, and cultural geography.

(5) In the general or college preparatory course. (1 credits in art, home-
making, and vocations are henceforth required."

In late 1957 the Ministry decided to require an hour a week for
morals education in elementary and LSS beginning with the new
school year in the spring of 1958. Marks wer, not required and
there was no prescribed textbook. The Shizuoka Prefectural Board
initiated its program in its LSS on December 1, 1957. Topics in-
cluded etiquette, social behavior between the sexes, general human
relations, and duct in the community. Educators are making
various suggestions on content. Some suggest that morals teaching
utilize the children's daily experiences and grow out of cooperative
activity on field trips, play days, and class discu-ssions.

In elementary schools one often sees mottoes in artistic callig-
raphy. In the spring of 1057 in Nagata Elementary School in
Tokyo a motto read: "Be sincere, good, strong, truthful children."
At Shirakawa Elementary School a motto read: "Be strong, be
upright, be cheerful," and each classroom diSplayed the program of
the week which then was: "'To take care of the flower beds and
give cleanliness and order to the classroom." Social studies classes

Ibid., p. 55ff.
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often display on the wall above the teacher's desk iiiustrated
time-line chart of Japanese history from ancient day. to the pre..ent.

Reportedly, the Ministry plat:- ii revision in the ot id studies
program to take effect. in 1961. At that time separate and system-
atic treatment of history and geography is scheditlefl with morals
being taught as a morals course.

Tearhing theek rhe answers to the 15.1 poi, 1e opinion poll
revealed some attitudes toward teaching methods. At that time,
t3 percent indicated they preferred a teacher who taught and guided
in detail: 81) percent preferred a teacher who encouraged students
to work on their own. When asked which type of teacher the pres-
ent day teachers are, 64 percent of the respondents felt they were
of the democratic type and 17 percent felt they were of the tradi-
tional type." Those from rural areas were more favorable to the
postwar education than were those in city areas.39

Textboolx.The Ministry prepared a bill to place book inspection
and approval in the hands of Ministry officials. This proposal, as
heretofore indicated, was presented as a companion bill to the Min-
istry proposal for revision of the School Board Law. The School
Board Law was amended. The textbook proposal was not enacted
by the Diet. Certain administrative changes were put into effect.
Chart IX on p. 120 illustrates the present system.

Textbooks are prepared according to rules established by law.
The author or publisher submits the manuscript to the Ministry
in November or December for authorization to publish. It goes
through a 3-stage screening to determine whether or not it meets
requirements for neutrality in politics and in religion and is in
harmony with the Fundamental Law of Education. Content is
judged against ctirrieulum requirements in the appropriate suggested

use of study.
In the limt stage the manuscript is read and evaluated by 3 read-

ers selected from a panel or (100 teachers and subject-matter spe-
cialists. Next, the 3 evaluations are reviewed by a staff of 40 text-
book examiners in the Ministry who approve or disapprove of the
initial evaluations. To avoid the risk of pressure being brought
upon the readers, the identity of the part-time readers and of the
full-time reviewers is guarded. The readers make anonymous re-
ports on manuscripts. Readers and inspectors are not given the
name of the author or publisher of a manuscript they are reviewing.

The evaluation by the Ministry examiners is prescfited to a group
of 80 scholars, educators, and journalists called the Textbook Re-

38 Soo: Mombusho, 6.3 Si III tionourn Kg:knoll,. no Vomit. p. 125.
89 Ibid., p. 1'22.
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Chart IX. Textbook process from author to student
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search and Authorization Council. This council is divided into 9
subject committees under the chairmanship of former Minister of
Education Teiyu Annum. The council is chosen by the Ministry
from pro ate citizens. It reports its views to the Minister of Edu-
cation: Approval, request for revision, Or rejection. Some 40 per-
cent of the manuscripts submitted in 1956-57 were reported to have
been rejected; others were amended prior to publication. In the
latter case, editors were informed orally on points which the screen-
ers felt should be changed. Books recommended by the council are
authorized by the Minister of Education who lists them in the cata-
log of approved books and sends the list to boards Of education in
the Prefectures.

Next, sample copies of approved texts are sent to 623 textbook
exhibits held under the direction of the teacher consultants in public
schools or libraries throughout the country for a 10-day Period in
early July. To these exhibits come teachers. representatives of
schools, boards of education, and members of the local or county
(gun) textbook selection committee.

Some teachers select their own texts front among those exhibited.
particularly at the upper secondary level. The dozens of texts of-
fered in each subject present P. selection task. It is estimated that
about 20 percent of the texts adopted at the elementary and !ASS
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levels are selected by individual teachers or schools. In general,
the practice is for selection to be made by a county committee con-
sisting of members of the board of education, the PTA, and repre-
Fantatives of the teaching profession and the school administrators.
The Ministry encourages block selection of a textbook series for the
system and parents tend to support this idea since the cost tends to
be less.

The competition among textbook publishers has produced a sizable
variety of textbooks from which to choose. A 6th-grade teacher
bad a choice of 173 books, and there were 80 to 90 texts in the
social studies for the elementary grades. The variety provided
opportunity to select books which fit particular local needs. As
illustrated by the picture on p. 121 textbooks for youngsters are
attractive. Though the picture is in black and white, the books are
colorful. The competition among textbook publishers tends to re-
sult in revisions of texts to keep them up to date.

Those selecting books at the local level write an evaluation which
is forwarded by the municipal board to the prefectural superintend-
ent of schools who checks with the appropriate teacher consultant.
He then prepares a list which is forwarded to the Ministry by the
prefectural board of education. The Ministry tabulates the requests
from the Nation and places orders with the publishers. The latter
are legally bound to see that the books are published and available
in local bookstores in time for the beginning of the school year in
April.

The Ministry sets a price ceiling for texts. The average tent is
priced at 60 to 70 yen (17 to 20 cents). This sum includes about
10 percent for the publisher over and above his cost. With some
20 million students to be supplied, textbook publishing represents a
large business operation. Over 200 million copies of texts are pub-
lished each year.4(' Over 90 companies are reported to be in the field,
with 22 of them publishing over half of the textbooks. The largest
textbook publisher sells over 30 million copies a year as compared
to about 6.5 million books sold by the largest general book publish-
ing firm.

Textbooks have been reviewed and commented upon by many
groups. In 1953, the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO
surveyed school texts and found them free from National and race
prejudice, devoting attention to the ways of peace, and devoting
from 20 to 30 percent to foreign countries. The study concluded
that post-war sot d1 studies textbooks were suitable to the fur! her-

40 According to the Japan Ttmes. July 27, 1057, the grand total of textbooks distributed
was 253,724,001 in 1950 with an average retail price of 07 yen (19 cents) a copy.
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ance of international understanding, that they were accurate and
objective, and that they were somewhat too idealistic in presenting
a self-condemning point of view concerning. Japan's part in World
War 11.4:

What does the general public think of the textbooks? Ii a 1955
poll taken by the Cabinet Councillors' Mice, 70 percent judged
them to be bright and cheerful and better than in the past. 13 per-
cent. judged them to be "cheap and detestable," and 17 percent pre-
sented no opinion. About 57 percent of the respondents knew the
textbooks were issued on a competitive basis by private publishers;
the rest indicated they thought texts were still compiled by the
State. The percentage indicating that texts were authorized by the
'drovernment was 34. About half (51 percent) of the parents found
the variety of texts undesirable because it increased the cost of edu-
cation and frequent changes meant that textbooks could not be
passed on to younger brothers and sisters coming tin the school lad-
der. Some 30 percent preferred to have the same text used through-
out the country; 77 percent wanted all schools in the same commu-
nity to adopt the same text.42

n Japanese National Commission for UNESCO, School Textbooks in Japan: 1063 (Tokyo,
the Commission, 1954), p. 30 (mimeo.).

See Slomtusho, 6.3 Set mi lionanru Kok:litho no Voron, p. 62 -64.
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CHAPTER V

Higher Education

IG DIIER EDUCATION in Japan played its part in helping theH Japanese to transform their Nation from an underdeveloped
country into a modern State. This chapter first describes the de-
velppment of higher institutionspublic and private universities
which offered training for the professions and for leadership in
other areas. technical institutes and colleges which trained men to
be technicians. and higher schools which offered training in general
t,ducation. Next are presented the changes in structure and pur-
pose of various institutions and the development of new institutions.
Finally. higher education is considered as it has developed during
the present period. (Teacher education. including normal schools.
though a part of higher education in Japan. is presented separately
in chapter VI.)

Initial Modernization Epoch

Imperial Universities

One of the early steps taken by the .Meiji Government in the
development of training for leadership was the establishment of a
university. Tokyo Imperial University was organized in 1577. It
was based on institutions dating front the previous or feudal
period, Kaisei Gakko and the Tokyo Medical CAlege. The univer-
sity had 4 departments: Law, science, literature. andon a sepa-
rate campusmedicine. The student body totaled 1,750 (710 in the
first 3 departments and 1,040 in medicine) ; the faculty included 50
Japanese and 35 foreigners or a total of 91.1

Originally structured on the model of the "amalgamated college"

1 Department of Education, Fifth Annual Report of the Mieintrr of Education for the
Tenth Year of Metdt [ale) (1977). (Tokyo, the Department, 1870), p. 15-18.
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of that era in the U. S.,° this university was reorganized in 1886
on the German pattern. Article I of the Imperial University Ordi-
nance of 1886, draft 'd by Mori, states:

The Imperial University shall have for its objects, the teaching of such
arts and sciences as are required for the purposes of the State, and the
prosecution of orighnil investigations in such arts and sciences.3

Tokyo Imperial University, which served as a model for succeeding
Imperial universities, was State-established, supported, and con-
trolled. Like the German universities, the Imperial universities
were centers for scientific research. Professors had a dual role
research and teachingand they nominated persons for the pres-
idency and certain of the chairs. Graduates received civil service
appointments without examination. Tokyo Imperial became the
training center for officialdom in the executive (including the diplo-
matic corps) and judicial branches of Government.

From 1886 to 1897, Tokyo Imperial University was the only such
institution. In time there were 9 of these multiple-faculty Impe-
rial institutions? Tokyo and Kyoto each had 7 faculties: Agri-
culture, economics, engineering, law, literature, medicine, and science.

Privet(' Institutions

Private institutions were developing at the same time. They
aimed to make higher education more accessible and emphasized in-
dividual development, independent management, and academic free-
dom. Missionary institutions were concerned with extending their
religious beliefs.

Keio Gijuku, commonly called Ke4) University, had started in
1858 during the last decade of the Tokugawa Period .° Tokyo Sem-
mon Gakko became Waseda University in 1881.° Both specialized

Among distinguished leaders who contributed to the early development of higher
education in Japan were the following from the. United States : Guido F. Verbeck,
Dutch-American missionary of the Reformed Church. was a teacher of several Restoration
leaders (1863 -78) ; he was made principal of Nanko which became Kalsei Gakko and
then Toyko Imperial University. David Murray was the first Superintendent of Schools
and Colleges in the Meiji school system (1873-79). I). D. McCarter spent some 30 years
in education in China and Japan and was In Japan in the 1870's. Edward S. Morse.
marine zoologist, brought in Professor AgEISH15. techniques for factual research in 1887.
William Clark introduced the Japanese to liberal arts or general education along with
vocational agriculture at Sapporo Agricultural College in 18711.

3 Department of Education, Ordinanees, Notifications, and Instructions Relating to
Education (Tokyo, the Department [18871), p. 1.

4 in order of authorization as Imperial universities. they were : Tokyo, 1886: Kyoto.
1897; Kyushu in Fukuoka, 1903; Hokkaido in Sapporo, 1903; Tolloku in Sendai. 1909;
Osaka, 1931 ; and Nagoya, 1931, and 2 In the colonies after World War I : Talhoku on
Formosa, and Keg() in Koren.

5 Yultichl Fukuzawa, the founder, taught students to follow his life motto : "Independ.
ence and self-respect."

a Shigenobu Okuma, the founder. was a Restoration lender who resigned from Gomm
went to lead the opposition Progressive Party.
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in training for law and authorized students to choose their own
courses. Senshu (1880), Meiji (1881), Nihon (1889), and Hosei
(1889) were founded during the Meiji Period. Several institutions
were founded by Christian missionary groups such as Rikkyo or St.
Paul's (Episcopalian) in 1871 in Osaka which moved to Tokyo in
.912; Doshisha (Congregational) in Kyoto in 1875 which became a
university in 1912; Jochi Daigaku or Sophia (Roman Catholic) in
Tokyo in 1913; and the colleges of Aoyama Gakuin (1883), Meiji
Gakuin (1886), Tohoku Gakuin (1886), and Kansai Gakuin (1888).
Being affiliated with mission boards which provided funds and sup-
plied foreign teachers, these institutions were able to s:tecialize in
English and to prepare their ablest graduates for further study in
English- speaking countries. In addition to supplying theological
training of personnel for their own churches, they also trained stu-
dents in commerce and political science.

Government Higher Schools

Government higher schools, started as a part of the first Imperial
university, became independent preparatory boarding schools for
the Imperial universities.

The curriculum of the higher schools was of a general education
type as preparation for specialization in the Imperial universities.
The schools were divided into two departmentsliterature and sci-
ence. The first prepared for the social studies and humanities in
the university; the second for medicine or other branches of the
sciences. According to the Imperial Ordinance, of 1918, the purpose
of the higher school was "completion of higher liberal education for
males with special emphasis on the cultivation of national morality."

From the first higher school attached to Tokyo Imperial Univer-
sity, the numbers increased to 4 (regional) in 1886. By 1919 there
were 8 and by 1941, 32 with 26 of them being Government institu-
tions. Once accepted the student sometimes led a gay, carefree life
until the last year when he crammed for university entrance exam-
inations. Through entrance examinations, the Ministry of Educa-
tion was able to adjust the number of entrants to the number of
openings available in the universities.

Institutions for Women

1-ligher education for women was advocated by l'ultichi Fuku-
zawa and others. The missionaries were the ones who pioneered in

.-
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this field. Ferris Seminary, founded in Yokohama in 1870 by J. C.
Ilepbun (first Protestant medical missionary in Japan), was the
first of 43 schools for W1/1111.11 11/11ifilvd by missionary societies dur-
ing the first t?, decades of the Aleiji Period. Most %vere secondary
schools; Kobe College and Doshisha Wiallen's College were on the
higher edueation level.

There were other private schools for women. Tsmla E»glish
Conegp was founded DOD by a Japanese graduate of Bryn Mawr.
It specialized in teaching- the English language. In 11)04, the 3Iin-
istry recognized it as a college and in 190» granted teachers' certifi-
ates to its graduates without examination. That .-;nine year a
Japanese woman duct orYayoi Yoshiokafounded the Tokyo
Wonten's Medical College which received Ministry recognition in
19.0 as a ;egular medical college. Japan Women's University was
founded by Jinzo Naruse in Itml.

Expansion

As a result of the sudden expansion of the economy in the days
following World War I. there was heavy demand for college-trained
e» in industry and commerce. To Beet it the (1overnment opened

4 new Imperial universities between 11)18 and 1 »4»Keijo (Korea).
Taihoku (Formosa). Osaka. and Nagoya. The number of new pri-
vate universities recognized as such by the Government almost
tripled in the decade after 1920, as is shown in table 8.

Table 8.Number of Government-recoznized universities: 1880 -1940

Year National Public Private Total

1880 1

1890 1

1900 2
19111 4 ..... . .

1920 9 2 8 1:
1930 17 5 24 41
1940 19 2 29 4

Source: Hideo Aoki, The Effect of American Ideas on Japanese Higher Education (Stanford, Ci III, Stanford
University, 1957), p. 142. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation.)

The expansion of higher education was stimulated by the pas-
sage of the University Act Maigalitt Hsi) in 1918. For the first
time private universities as well as public were officially recognized
as universities. The normal pattern was that of a emsolidated in-
stitution with 111111ti1de faculties. though single faculty institutions
were recognized as "0)N-eminent universities."7 Examples of the

7 This terni usually referred to non-Imperial Institutions.
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single faculty type were the Government Medical. Engineering. or
Commercial Universities.

The 111W Minket' 11111/e11111 11111VertiiIieti to have graduate schools
(daigakuin). These institutions offered postgraduate study with an
indefinite number of years for the program and under the guidance
of major professors. The work consisted of seminars and inde-
pendent research without regularly scheduled classes. The candi-
date then took a position for a number of years and continued his
reseaMi and pillilication. When there was agreement in his detmrt-
nient that the quantity and quality of his scholarly work qualified
him, he joined the ranks of doctor (halcushi).

The University Act redefined the purpose of it itniversity as -the
teaching of theory and practices necessary to the State. and the
investigation of the principles of knowledge. and at !lie same time
. . the fornmtion of character and the cultivation of the spirit of
nationalism.""

Thought Control

By the 120's valitais movement: were Iwcurning. In 19'23, there
were 46 communist student organizations in Japan which united to
form the Students' Society for the Study of Social Science. It car-
ried on its activities until it was abolished in 1928.

By the 1980's thought control was affecting educational institu-
tions in .Japan. In higher institutions, the deans of the compo-
nent faculties were the principal officials assigned to directing
thought. They were empowered to censor and control student pub-
lications, watch over meeting and club activities, promote patriotic
lectures, select books for the library. issue lists of approved and
forbidden reading matter, control research institutes, promote stu-
dent welfare, and administer discipline. A school would be divided
into groups of 2 to 3 students with each group under it coaching
teacher responsible for moral training and for acting as a sort of
guarantor of their conduct and behavior." Students who (lid not
follow the approved pattern of thought could he imprisoned or kept
under surveillance or Put into special classes.

Throughout the prewar period, teaching methods at higher insti-
tutions almost exclusively included the lecture alai memorization of

8 Shigctilka Abe, On Unlveraltlet. and Collet:m in Present -Da Japan, Pr"ccoliatim of tfir
screw Biennial Conference of Me World Federation of Education Asuoriallunu: rokyo,
Japan, Anima 2-7, lad; (Tokyo, JavaRPM! Education Amsoclation. World Confacnce Cont.
inIttec, 19381, vol. IV, D. 107-108.

a Department of Education, d General Surrey of Rduration in Japan (Tokyo, the oppil rt-
them, 1081, p.
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lecture materials by students. Teacher-student relations were for-
mal. Library work was limited. University lectors usupIly were
Angle 2-hour sessions each week with students taking a large num-
ber of courses.

The Imperial universities were organized according to the chair
system with the number of chairs being fixed by Imperial decree.
A particular chair in a certain subject consisted of a senior profes-
sor with an .assistant professor and two or more instructors or as-
sistnts and other subordinates under him. The chair system com-
partmentalized the university into independent groups often com-
peting for budget, office and library space, books, and laboratory
equipment. Competition among scholar, tended to keep them from
sharing their knowledge or making their individual research avail-
able to their colleagues. Meetings of over a hundred learned socie-
tiesthe usual academic market-place of ideaswere formal.

Enrollment climbed as the number of higher educational insti-
tutions expanded. Between 1920 and 1930 it more than tripled. In
the "normal year" 1937, some 68 percent of the Government uni-
versity students preferred the literary departments (law, literature.
and economics) to the scientific (medicine, technology, science, and
agriculture); 85 pernt of the private university students were en-
rolled in the literltry depart,aents. The Government attempted to
rectify this unbalance by increasing the number of its scientific
faculties; it did not control the structure or entrance practices of
private universities. The fiovernment was concerned over white-
collar unemployment. Whereas 99 percent of the medical, 98 per-
cent of the technology, and 92 percent of the agricultural graduates
of Tokyo Imperial University reportedly found employment in 1937.
only 38 percent of the literature graduates were able to do so.li)
Since the State needed more scientists at that time than it did law-
yers or literary men, it meant that the university was not ade-
quately fulfilling its original purpose as defined in the University
Actto serve the interests of the State.

The Ministry had the power to control the national universities
plant, staff, curriculum, and finances. It was a virtual Board of
Regents with policy forming and control functions. In practice,
much power was left to the individual institutionsespecially the
older ones. In general the president and the university council of
an Imperial university governed their own institution. Admiista-
timi and finance were handled by a staff of non - academics (secre-
taries and clerks) under the nominal supervision of the president.

10 Abe, op. elt., vol. IV, p. 116-18.

-qpnr--11.131
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By the turn of the century faculties had won the right to nomi-
nate candidates for president and for deans of faculties. Though
in 1938 the 'Minister of Edticstion tried to discontinue this practice,
the universities persisted, calling their practice a "recommendation,"
not an "election."

Private universities operated under the Ministry but had their
own board of councillors (alumni and faculty representatives) for
finance and their own board of directors (president and deans) for
policy decisions and appointments.

Despite almost complete absence of research in the social sciences,
active programs existed in the natural and physical sciences. The
quality of higher education in these latter sciences placed Japanese
universities in t he front ranks of world scholarship in such fields.

Democratizaon Epoch

The Early Period

The university in Japan was au advanced institution with its
tradition of German-type scholarship. The U. S. Education Mis-
sion advocated: an increased number of universities, general edu-
cation as a part of every student's program to provide a broader
humanistic background. freedom of the universities from Govern-
ment control and direction, and academic freedom for members of
the faculties. It did not recommend that the university be articu-
hated with the 6-3-3 system of elementary and secondary schooling,
but the Japanese Education Reform Council made up for this omis-
sion later.

JEW concluded that the varied types of higher educational in-
stitutions should be replaced by a simplified 4-year university based
on 6 years of secondary education. Besides altering drastically the
structure and offerings of the some 50() technical colleges, normal
schools, and higher schools, the recommendation meant a complete
reorganization of the Imperial universities.

This recommendation went to the Ministry and to the Diet and
resulted in the School Education Law of 1947 providing for a.basie
4-year university following 12 years of lower education or the
equivalent. It was to cover the 13th through the 16th year of school-
ing as compared to the former 3-year university which covered the
15th through the 17th year. In the case of specialized professional
subjects such as medicine, the course could exceed 4 years. The
multiple-faculty university was made standard; single-faculty in-
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stitutions we! l permitted. The new aim of the universitj omitted
any reference to the needs of the State and limited itself to "teach-
ing 811(1 studying higher learning and technical arts as well as giv-
ing broad general culture and developing the intellectual, moral, and
practical abilities." The university might have a postgraduate
course, graduate schools, and special courses of 1-year or more, as
well as research institutes. Evening classes and extension work also
were authorized. All USS students were to be eligible to take
examinations for admission.

The School Education Law provided that the three categories of
universitiesnational, public (prefectural or municipal), and private
were to be under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education;
but the latter's control over the operation of individual institutions
was reduced. The autonomy of all universities, and particularly
that of private institutions, was increased.

Dpreotalizotion of Minithw control.Chartering of the new uni-
versities was the legal prerogative of the Ministry. It set up an
advisory University Chartering Committee with a membership of
-15of which 23 were chosen by the Ministry and 22 were recom-
ended by the University Accreditation Association. The Minis-

try retained technical control over the operations. The function of
the committee was to inspect applicant institutions and to decide
whether or not they met the minimum requirements formulated by
the University Accreditation Association. Immediate postwar con-
ditions were such that the Chartering Committee had to be gener-
ous in judging many institutions. granting them provisional char-
ters on the assumption that they might be able to meet the minimum
standards in 2-5 years. Another factor to be taken into account
was the pressure to provide accommodations for all the students
desiring higher education. The Asohi Shimbon correspondent at
the :Ministry wrote at the time:

While the principle of "one university In each prefecture" affirmed by
the Education Ministry is WP1vonlvd locally in the Interest of decentrali-
zation Of higher education. It cannot he denied that shoddy educational
Institutions have mushroomed In the prefectures under the WIMP of uni-
versities. through mechanical amalgamation of normal schools and col-
lege:01

The l'. S. Education Mission had recommended that "except for
examining the qualifications (If a proposed institution before it is
permitted to open its doors. and assuring that these initial require-
ments are met, the Government agency 5110111(1 have practically 110

SIdgeru Shirai In To. :Stay 1849. as translated In : Allied I`ranslator and Interpreter
Section, IlIgher Ethstralmon mid lin A flminixtration. (Ions Analysis No. 205, Ir11kY01.
taw. SCAT, May 24. 1949. II. 3.



HIGHER EDUCATION 133

control Over institutions of higher learning." 2 To perform the
continuing duties of accreditation, the Occupation authorities en-
couraged the formation of some sort of private organization similar
to that. of accrediting agencies in the U. S.

naremity Acemlitatiwt Ilssociation.Prior to the establishment
of the Chartering Committee, it non-governmental group of educa-
tos representative of 46 prewar universities met in Tokyo in 1947
to organize an accrediting association with the goal of developing
standards for universities. They publicly committed themselves to
exercising their independence of the Ministry with regard to stand-
ards. objectives. and the improvement of higher education in gen-
eral. Their responsibilities included agreeing on standards for the
evaluation of university work and on such matters as quality, quan-
tity, and type of work required for a degree. They sought to
develop standards which would permit each student to have the
importunity to get a well-rounded training including general edu-
cation or liberal arts and professional training.

Decisions affecting the direction of higher education were made.
University work was to be evaluated in terms of units of credit and
the minimum number of credits for the bachelor's (gakushi) degree
was set at 12-f. The proportion of general education in the 4-year
curiculum was set at about 30 percent. Working with professional
councils and experts in various fields, basic curriculums in the tech-
nical areas were established. Flexible standards for physical plant,
faculty. library, and financial structure were set up to take account
of university autonomy and its particular orientation and of post-
war conditions.

On the basis of these standards. the 46 original member univer-
sities nw.de aim examination among themselves. As a result, in July
1952, 36 universities became the first accredited members of the
Daig,aku Kijun Kyokai (University Accreditation Association). In
carrying out the task of inspecting the hundreds of applicant uni-
versities. the chartering cifim»ittee cooperated with the accreditation
association by using the minimum standards set by the association
as a working basis on which to grant permission for the organiza-
tion or founding of new universities.

Charterivg vermix acerediting.---The first test was for the academic
year 1948-19 when 12 institutionsall privatewere recommended
to the Ministry for chartering by the University ('bartering Com-
mittee. The chartering of the national institutions came more

12 Report of the United Motes /Migration MINNIon to Japan (Mosliinglon, U. H. llovinn
anent Printing 0111cp, 11140. p. 112. (Dopar199.111 of Stale 1411111rullon 2579. Far 1 iusti.r9
84.r1(-14 11.)

..1110,11111.10.111M........1,,,,,101M.
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sill'(' the problems were num. complex. The average PIV-
feel Inv had 8 diverse Goverinnent institutions of higher education
some national and some public (prefectural or municipal). These
specialized. independent instillititais at different levels had widely
different academic standing. They often duplicated course offer-
ings. administration. and facilities. Several might be clustered in
a prefectural capital within walking distance of one another. In
some eases they were in us many as towns and cities of the
Prefecture.

For purposes of efficiency and to equalize educational opportunity.
it seemed desirable in most Prefectures to consolidate these institu-
tions into a single national university. Accordingly. the Japanese
Government passed the National School Establishment, Law of May
194913 by which 249 existing nat Man! higher institutionsuniver-
sities, colleges, higher schools. normal schools. and higher technical
schoolswere consolidated into 68 national universities, somewhat
similar to State universities in the U. S. JERC principles governed
the establishment, of the new institutions; namely, at least 1 national
university to a Prefecture offering general education and teacher
education; abolishing of youth normal schools with their facilities
being used by the new universities: merging of public higher schools
with the university; naming the university after the Prefecture;
and recruiting faculty from persons recommended by the units in the
university. The law also authorized the continuance of research
institutes previously attached to constituent institutions.

By the end of the Occupation. there were 71 national universities,
33 public (prefectural or municipal), and 117 private universities, for
a total of 221 institutions of higher learning offering 4-yea pro-
grams.

According to University Accreditation Association regulations,
5 years had to elapse from the time a university was chartered before
the institution was eligible for accreditation, and then the inspection
and approval was to be granted on an individual faculty basis.
The association was not interested in minimum standards but ill
improvementeven maximum standards. In the eyes of the public,
as soon as the University Chartering Committee had recommended
approval, the university was accredited. To be aecredited, however,
an institution bad to apply for membership in the association and
pay an inspection fee. In ninny cases, evaluation by such a private
group was looked upon as duplication of effort. Though all the

13 For toll trfct two font -War 11491.101»nente In .Ittptsnent. Education erokyo,
0111.), 1952), vol. II, p. 59-84.
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ex-Imperial universities became accredited members, some of the
other universities did not apply for membership.

In the case of an unaccredited university, control rests in t he hands
of the Ministry. If it wishes to make changes, such as adding
new courses or employing new teachers or an instructor, it must
apply to the chartering committee for permission.

The voluntary University Accreditation Association continues to
work toward solutions to problems involved in standards for higher
institutions.

Junior colleges.A number of institutions, such as some of the
former 3-year technical institutes, did not have facilities to meet
the minimum standards of the University Chartering Committee
for 4-year universities and were about to be refused the right to
open tinder the new system. Occupation authorities expected such
institutions to become USS, whereas these institutions preferred to
opertate at a higher level. One solution seemed to be the junior
college movement and representatives of such interests favored
this. Furthermore, there was a demand by some industrialists for
a 2-year industrial training school similar to the former technical
institute. Consequently on the advice of JERC, the School Educa-
tion Law was amended, as heretofore noted, to allow for a "tem
poeny" system of and 3-year junior colleges (timid daigaku).
Minimum standards were set, and in 1950 the number approved
totaled 148, many of which were former technical colleges. All
of the national technical colleges had become 4-year institutions or
parts thereof; at the outset there were no national junior colleges.
Educators have been reluctant to recognize the right of junior col-
lege graduates to transfer to the 4-year colleges and universities,
because of their inability to meet the standards of such schools.

During the 2-year junior college course, the student was required
to take 62 units of cred:1, of which 20 initially were in general
education and 2 in physical education. The institution was re-
quired to offer a minimum of 24 credits in the general education
area, at least 2 courses of 1 year in length in each of 3 fields; namely,
humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. To many tech-
nical colleges specializing in home economics or agriculture, the
requirement to introduce 6 courses in new fields was considered a
hardship as they converted to junior colleges. By the end of the
Occupation, junior colleges numbered 7 National, 31 public (prefec-
tural and municipal), and 167 private or a total of 205.

Financial problem of private ,c1toolw.--Morti than half of the
students at the higher education level in Japan Were enrolled in
private institutions. These private colleges and universities usually
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depended largely on tnition fees for meeting expenses and thus
were hard pressed during the reorganization. The Private School
Law authorizes the national or local public entity to grant sub-
sidies, make loans, or transfer or lease property to them under
favored conditions. With such action, there is a measure of Ministry
control, such as over the establishment or abolition of private schools
or constituent parts thereof (departments or graduate schools of
universities) and the right to require reports.

Women's education.Among the universities recognized in 1948
by the University Chartering Committee were 5 women's colleges.
Here was a move toward women's equality of opportunity at the
highest educational level. The number of junior colleges and uni-
versities for women totaled 132 by 1952-98 junior colleges, and
34 universities. The number of women students greatly increased
not only at these institutions but at all tax-supported higher institu-
tions (which became coeducational in 1946) though in 1950 ally
9 percent of the total admitted to the latter were women.

General education.General education or liberal arts stresses a
broad and integrated understanding of the cultural heritage in
language, science, social science, and the humanities. It utilizes
teaching methods calculated to help the student think, improve his
communication skill, select and appraise values, and handle new
experiences. Its fundamental purpose is to provide continuous cul-
tural nourishment in a changing society.

The U. S. Mission noted that in the traditional Japanese univer-
sity curriculum there was for the most part, "too little opportunity
for general education, too early and too narrow a specialization,
and too great a vocational or professional emphasis. A broader
humanistic attitude should be cultivated to provide more background
for free thought and a better foundation on which professional
training may be based.""

Accordingly, the University Accreditation Association required
general education as a part of the minimum standards for accredita-
tion. As of 1947 it required that 36 out of the total 124 units neces-
sary for graduation be in the field of general education, 12 units each
in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. In 1949 the
association prepared a handbook of general education explaining
the concept and purpose, the problems and techniques of instruc-
tion, and the sample course outlines. It was introduced to repre-
sentatives of all universities in the country through regional con-
ferences sponsored jointly by the association and the Ministry.
Institutions began to introduce it as soon as they could, but the

14 Report of the United states thineation Manion to Jamul, p. S2.
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pattern of compartmentalization and specialization left little room
for it. The specialists somewhat reluctantly accepted it as a subject
preliminary to their own professional subjectsnot as an integral
part of a student's education. General education instructors com-
plained that laboratory facilities for introductory courses in the
natural sciences were still insufficient, especially in the new national
universities, as were books and library facilities for general edu-
cation.

The new universities often were comprised of a former higher
school whose main responsibility had long been general education.
It thus seemed natural that when this unit was made a part of the
university structure, it was assigned the responsibility for general
education. The fact that the higher school remained on its own
ssparate campus had a tendency to isolate it from the main stream
of university activity. Many teachers of professional and special-
ized subjects showed some disapproval of the new subjects in the
curl iculum. General education was considerably under attack as
taking up time which was needed to train specialists.

At the junior college level, the requirement that about a third of
the curriculum be devoted to general education caused numerous
ex-technical institute teachers and industrialists to complain that it
left no time to teach a trade or prepare a technician properly. It
was accepted reluctantly as a junior college responsibility.

Examinations.There were various obstacles to equalizing educa-
tional opportunity at the higher level. Among them were discrim-
inations on grounds of sex, social position, preparatory schooling.
The Ministry took steps to eliminate such obstacles and to "open
the door as widely as possible to all young people so that their
abilities may be judged on equal terms, and measures taken to give
them equal opportunity for higher education."

Examinations were to be based on 3 criteria, which were to be
given equal weight as far as possible: (1) A scholastic aptitude test
formulated by the Ministry and given simultaneously throughout
Japan, (2) an academic achievement test of subject7matter mastery
to be given by each institution, and (3) an evaluation of the can-
didate's secondary school records. A new departure in this scheme
was the scholastic aptitude test produced by psychologists attached
to the Ministry's National Research Institute of Education and in-
tended to reveal capacity to do work at the university level. It was
used initially in 1949 and revised annually thereafter. It was in-
tended primarily for use by national universities but also was used
on a voluntary basis by a number of local and private universities.

Students protested the scholastic a; 'itude tests. In answer to a
demand, publishers issued collections of aptitude testsincluding
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the ones used by the Governmentand students pored over their
contents and practiced solving the problems. Because it WM- felt
that students were thus able to prepare for them, the psychologists
changed them each year. Parents and teachers of secondary scnool
graduates protested the tests on the grounds either that the re, ults
correlated closely with those of the academic achievement tests and
hence were unnecessary or that they were too difficult and not valid.
Many did not recognize fully the purpose and meaning. rhe
Ministry and the universities opposed the tests because they were
expensive and troublesome to administer. The tests were eventually
abolished, and reliance was again placed on the former factual
achievement tests.

The academic achievement test was a sobject-Inatter exainin,ion
given separately by each university. The Ministry now wth se.l the
universities that they should be so constructed as to be .-onsistent
with the curriculum of the new secondary sehools taking into ac-
count. the elective system. Universities were t. test
rote memory but reasoning power and ability to appi3
to new situations. Objective questions were recommended su a 3 to
eliminate as far as possible the subjective opinion of the exara me.-
tion markers.

The cumulative record of the student's growth and develop. .ent
in secondary school was to be weighed equally with the tests, ind
secondary school officials were requested to observe objectivity in
preparing the record. Besides these tests, the candidate underwent
a physical examination and a personal interview, though neither
was to be a determining factor in his acceptance or rejection unless
he were found to be physically incapable of carrying out a uni-
versity program.

Student Zife.Student life in the postwar universities was difficult.
There was great poverty, thousands of good students dropped out
of school, and some 75 percent needed part-time work's 1' hen
possible, it took the form of tutoring lower or upper secondary
students cramming for entrance examinations to the next higher
level. For many it was manual work such as delivering papers or
milk or selling notions in a sidewalk stall. The Ministry-subsidized
Student Relief Association aided somewhat in finding work for
needy students. The Government scholarship loans helped; in-
adequacy of funds was such that individual grants were not large
enough to provide basic necessities. The situation steadily worsened
from 1946 to 1950, then gradually improved.

Student associations. Students accepted the freedoms of the new

15 Japanese Education Reform Council, Education Reform in Japan: Present Status and
the Problems Involved (Tokyo, the Council. 1950), 0 117.
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pattern and as students often do, tended to ignore the accompanying
responsibilities. Resentful of their plight, they rebelled against
constituted authority and the status quo. JERC analyzed the causes
of student unrest in 1950 as follows:

soviet conditions subsequent to the war, influence of international situa-
tions, confusion of thought on the port of students are the fundamental
causes Of these disturbances; but it cannot be denied that the miserable
living condition of the students, reflecting the difilcult economic situation
of the nation, lies in the background of all these troubles.''"

By 1949-50, the All-Japan Federation of Student Self-Government
Associations, commonly known by its Japanese short form of Zenga-
kuren, claimed a membership of half the students on university
campuses all over the country. With the encouragement and financial
support of radical groups, it sometimes sponsored student strikes.
The leaders were often more like professional agitators than students.
Some had been expelled: some were non-student agitators capitalizing
on student unrest. A large number of students showed little disap-
proval and obeyed orders to demonstrate or remained indifferent.
Universities took stern counter-measures.

The May Day violence of 1952 at the Imperial Palace grounds
and the flame-bottle campaign against the police in several parts
of the country in the same year aroused public ire and lost the or-
ganization much support from university students. The economic
pressures of job-getting and attitudes of employers not to hire
radical students served to moderate student radicalism. The fed-
eration suffered from internal dissent and outside pressure, but it
continued to have an active program and to hold the loyalty of
thousands of students.

In opposition to the federation, private university authorities in
Tokyo st;mulated their students to form a student self-governing
association for private schools (shigakuren). Lacking adequate
funds, it provided little competition to the federation. Other anti-
communist student groups appeared in Tokyo; none gained a wide
following.

Student personnel 'wry/cmThe radical student political activ-
ity resulting in strikes and disruption in the universities as well as
the i:roblems caused by the rapidly expanded student population.
emphasized the need for student guidance. Professional guidance
and personnel services were a new concept in Japanese higher edu-
cation. Obstacles to such a service were the fact that there were
few teachers or professors qualified at the time to serve as guid-
ance officers. The guidance function previously had been a part of

mJapauckle Education Reform Council, op. cit.. P. 118.
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the university's general affairs department or a non-academic. busi-
ness. or administrative office. Professors whose academic advace-
ment depended on research and lecturing skills tended to be un-
interested in it.

In the coeducational institutions particularly, it was clear that
since the universities had been established primarily for men, women
students needed certain services such as supervised housing. Who
was to do the counseling? A country that had not developed ap-
plied psychology suddenly needed the services of a host of applied
psychologists. A prime task was to find and train able and willing
academic people for this function.

The Ministry and universities, assisted by specialists from the
U. S.. began to train people for guidance services. A first step in
194 9 was the formation of a committee for the study of guidance
at the university level. Composed of 19 professional men and
women educators, it met twice weekly for 9 months under the chair-
manship of a Japanese graduate of a university in the 17. S. and
with the advice of a university dean of women from the U. S. Their
deliberations resulted in a handbook of guidance at the university
level which was distributed by the Ministry to universities in .Japan.
It was used as a basic text for a number of institutes for educa-
tional leadership (1FEL) held in 1949 for as long as 3 mouths'
duration. There was agreement on the three major problems such
a program faced: (1) Getting acceptance for counseling and guid-
ance as a university responsibility, (2) finding qualified personnel,
and (3) financing the program.

A guidance development for women was a 3-month training
course for advisers of women students limiteti tt: women faculty
members of higher institutions, mostly universities of liberal arts
and education. Candidates were difficidt to find, since most offices
of student welfare even in women's colleges were manned by men.
The Ministry brought together 17 women faculty members from
different parts of the country. At the end of the course, the group
had produced a book on guidance for women students and organ-
ized themselves into a National Association of Deans of Women.
Tokyo University gave 12 units of credit to each participant and 1
of the women were sent to the U. S. to observe counseling proce-
dures.

The Japanese adopted tile term student personnel services (SPS),
to describe these services at at university, including those On admis-
sions and credits, counseling, student housing, student finandal aid.
student organizations and activities, student health, faculty advising,
and administrative organization. On the request of Japanese uni-
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versa ks, a series of institutes for student personnel services was
held during the year 1951-52. with the cooperation of the American
Counoil on Education and the U. S. Office of Educe; ion. A faculty
of specialists went to Japan and worked with a Japanese fac.dty to
guide institutes in three major regions. Kanto, Kansai, and Kyushu.
The participating groups consisted of deans of students. chiefs of
the new guidance sections, and younger faculty members of imicer-
sities. This program was supplemented by short conferences of uni-
versity presidents.

The institutes stressed the point that exclusive emphasis on aca-
demic studies is an insufficient goal for modern institutions of higher
learning. According to the student personnel approach, educational
and personal problems out of class are as important as class prob-
lems. All resources of the university should be utilized to provide
educational offerings to assist the student to become a balanced
personality.

Members went back to their campuses, and later reported de-
velopments ill SPS in more than a hundred universities and col-
leges. establishment in a number of institutions of regular faculty
meetings to work out methods of counseling and guidance, intro-
duction of orientation programs for new students, setting up of
independent budgets for SPS, interest among academic professors
in such services, and an increase in the number of staff members to
handle the work."

Courses in SPS were introduced into some academic departments
and inservice training programs. A regional and later a National
Association for Student Personnel Services was formed. At the end
of the Occupation, institute directors reported a marked increase
rather than the decrease they expected in the interest and concern
for SPS." The Student Affairs Section of the Ministry set up a
system of regional workshops, and ideas of earlier institutes were
spread throughout higher educational circles.

The Prosent Period

Major developments in the history of modern Japanese higher
education may he indicated from two approaches: (1) the prewar
concentration on research and teaching as a means of training lead-
ers for the pnrpses of the State and () the postwar democratic
emphasis on the individual as the most important single factor in

is Wesley P. Lloyd, Student Counseling In Japan: A TwoNation Project in Higher Edu-
cation (Minneapolis. Minn., University of Minnesota Press. 1053). p. 132.

It Ibid., p. 180.

111011
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the educative process with the university providing en environment
for social as well as intellectual growth. This section examines
these two approaches and the adjustment in the latter epoch.

General education problenix.--Professional faculties (especially
engineering) emphasize the fact that the 11/2 years taken out for
general education leaves inadequate time in the 4-year program to
prepare specialists. As a solution, Kyoto University is requiring its
engineering students to spend an extra year (a total of 155 units
of credit) to complete their specialized training. From the stu-
dents' point of view this solution means attending school longer
than for those in other fields in order to get degrees.

As in most countries, classes are overcrowded, and the discussion
method appropriate to general education is difficult to use. In
conversation with the author, one science professor who subscribes
to the idea of general education expressed the view that he cannot
teach the course because it would brand him "a second-rate scholar."
He emphasized the need for an adequate budget for general educa-
tion departments and specialists to teach in them.

Former President Tadao Yanaibara is credited with giving strong
support for general education at Tokyo University. On the Kom-
aba Campus, the university provides; 36 units of general education
for undergraduates in the entire university plus area majors related
to 7 geographic regions for students who wish to take the 4-year
university program on that campus. Kyoto University has 2 cam-
puses devoted to general education.

International Christian University, a private institution chartered
in 1953 with close connections and support from sources in the U. S.,
has a general education program under some of its senior professors.
ICU authorities indicate that the success of the first graduates (class
of 1957) in getting positions in competition with graduates of the
older institutions, proves the value and efficacy of their non-cram-
ming, liberal arts program." Other aspects of the program at this
university include: (1) The use of its own aptitude test for en-
trants instead of reliance on the achievement test; (2) the highest
percentage of women students in a coeducational university-37
percent; (3) bilingual instruction with Japanese students taking
40 percent of their work in English; (4) special emphasis on the
production and use of audiovisual resources; (5) student partici-
pation in class work and close personal relations with professors for

19 All 165 March 1957 graduates were placed or went on to graduate study at ICU or
abroad. ICU graduates won 4 of 12 available places for the Family Court (out of 990
applicants), and 1 of the 15 successful candidates out of some 1,800 who eat fur the
Nation's diplomatic service examination was from ICU. Other graduates secured places
in the Bank of Japan and in other business firms.

'
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guidance purposes; and (6) use of library resources, required read-
ing for each class, and books available on open shelves in the library
for student use. A dormitory system with resident faculty advisers
is a part of campus life. Students needing part-time work often
help to maintain the school plant thus earning 35 yen (just under
10 cents) per hour.

Graduate Supply and denzand.In 1957 the Statistics Section of
the Ministry published a study of the immediate and projected sup-
ply and demand for university graduates in various fields. See
table 9 below. It refutes a popular conception that there are too many
graduates and too many universities, by indicating more positions
available than university graduates to fill them.

Table 9.--Projected supply and demand for university graduates in Japan: 1955-56
through 1960-61

Number of
Year Number of Number of graduates

graduates positions per 100
positions

1955-50 j28,777 153,631 84
1956-57 129,914 157,474 82
1957-58 133,507 101,192 83
1958-59 136,140 157,129 87
1959-60 141,826 160.107 89
1960 -01 14Z 961 103,384 88

Source: Adapted from: Mombusho, Dolgottu to Shuthoku (Tokyo Mombusho, Shoa 32, 3 gatsu), 86,
andiMiniStry of Education. Universities and Employment. Tokyo, the Ministry, March 1957. p. 86

anAO.]

Table 10 on page 145 throws light on why there continues to be an
estimated 25 percent unemployed among university graduates. In
general, it indicates an oversupply of graduates in the humanities, in
homemaking and nursing, and, after 1959, in education. In law,
politics, economics, and commerce there still seem to be more positions
than people to fill them. It must be remembered, however, that these
statistics do not necessarily mean that the graduates gained employ-
ment in the fields for which they were trained. Many law graduates
may be eventually employed in business, or they may go into other,
completely unrelated fields.

As in many other countries, there is a great demand for gradu-
ates in the fields of agriculture; engineering, medicine, and science.
In these fields, according to table 11 on page 145 a consistent short-
age is projected. In agriculture the supply of graduates per year is
reported as some 1,500 short of the demand, with the situation
expected to improve slightly over the years. In engineering and
medicine the shortage is reported as most. severe. The table indi-
cates that Japan needs more than twice as many doctors of medi-
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Table 10.- Protected supply and demand for university graduates In liberal arts and
social sciences, in Japan by year: 1933-56 through 1960-61

Year

Education Law, Politics, Ecor. -Ike, and Commerce

Number of
graduates

Number of
positions

Number of
graduates per
100 positions

Number of
graduates

Number of
positions

Number of
graduates per
100 positions

1055-56
1950-57.
1937-58
1938-59
1959-00
1960-61

23, 487
23,108
23, 479
23, 773
25, 792
25, 853

277,, 042 9

"9, I
24,* 245

0

24,458
24,379

88
85
84
08

105
100

47,118
46, 741
49, 775
50, 733
53, 360
54, 007

30,606
57,716
59, 232
59,630
60, 787
02, 222

83
81
84
85
88
87

Year

Homemaking, nursing, and others Literature, History, Philosophy, and Fine
Arts

Number of
graduates

Number of
positions

Number of
graduates per
100 positions

Nun ber of
graduates

Number of
positions

Number of

100
graduates pe

positions
r

1955-56
19.56-57
1957-59
1958-59
1059-60
1960-61

11, 233
12, 512
12, 218
15,764
12, 614
12, 589

9, 560
9, 838

10,171
10, 008
10,310
10, 599

117
127
120
126
122
119

19, 633
19, 854
19,897
20, 188
20, 553
20, 795

14, 932
16,150
18, 440
10, 037
18, 465
16,728

131
122
121
125
125
124

Source : Adapted from : Mombusho, Dafgaku to Shulthoku (Tokyo, Mnrebuslio, Shown 32,
3 Raisin 80, 90 [Ministry of Education. Universities and Employment. Tokyo, the Min-
istry, March 1957. p. 80 and 00.1 See also : Japan, Ministry of Education, Demand and
Supply for University Graduates: Japan. (Tokyo. the Ministry, 1958) p. 48-62.

Table 11.-Projected supply and demand for university graduates in the natural sciences,
in Japan by year: 1955 -56 through 1960-61

Year

Agrlcultnrc Medicine

Number of
graduates

Number of
positions

Number of
graduates per
100 positions

Number of
graduates

Number of
positions

Number of
graduates per
100 positions

1955-56 4, 977 6, 403 78 6.251 13, 500 46
1956-57 5, 003 6, 528 77 6, 469 13, 723 47
1957-58 5, 165 6, 718 77 6, 689 14,184 48
1958-59 5, 274 6, 080 87 6, 983 13, 689 Si
1959-60 5, 218 6, 290 83 6, 934 13, 918 50
1960-61 5, 333 6, 451 83 6, 934 14, 277 49

Engineering Science

Year
Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of
graduates positions graduates per graduates positions graduates per

100 positions 100 positions

1955-56 13,497 22, 466 60 2, 581 3, 505 74
1959-57 13, 674 22, 912 60 2, 553 3, 560 72
1957-58 13, 768 23, 042 60 2, 521 3, 709 68
1958-59 13, 798 23,764 58 2, 627 3, 816 78
1959-60 14, 909 24, 181 02 2, 446 3, 686 66
1960-81 15, OM 24,879 60 2, 446 3, 703 64

Source. Adapted from:, Momhusho, Dalgoku to Stouttoku (Tokyo, Mombusho, Shown 72, 3 gatsu), 86, 90.
151inist, y of Education. Universities and Employment. Tokyo, the Ministry, March 1957. p. 80 and 80.1

,-aftwom,.....r.1,r,"
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eine ns are graduated each year in science the shortage starts with
about a thousand at the beginning of the survey and increases to
1,347 by 19(10 -61.

Science training.In attempting a solution to the shortage of
scientists, the Ministry launched in 1057 a 2.3 billion yen 01.9
million) plan to produce 8.000 extra scientists and technologists in
fiscal year 196 by granting scholarships and increasing: teaching
and research facilities and equipment. The number of graduates
under this plan is expected to meet less than half the shortage
otherwise predicted at that time.

Basic research is done primarily in Government universities.
Administration costs are such that about half the allotted budget is
devoted to pure research. In the new universities some 70 percent
of the budget goes to salaries and 80 percent to the researeh itself.
Other research planning tends to be on a short-time basis. As in
many countries. although industrial research is advancing rapidly,
it often falls short of meeting the growing demand for new tech-
nological development.

DortorN' degrees.The long-standing doctor's (hakushi) degree,
granted only to the ablest scholars often after as much as 0 years
of research and publication, is held in great esteem. Its holders
take pride in the small number of doctorates granted. They want
the young scholars to prove themselves in research and publication
first. Actually. according to a dean interviewed by the author,
the new 3-year doctoral program represents a broader research
program than the old: it requiret more knowledge about more
subjects. The former degree represented research in depth amid did
not require breadth of learning.

The new doctorate course officially went into effect in the new
graduate schools in 1955-56. Few degrees had been granted as of
early 1958, when the first candidates could have completed their
courses. There are many taking the course.

The traditional type of doctor's degree. is scheduled to be discon-
tinued after 1961 and the new degree is to be granted after that
date. The restriction against graduate students working as assist-
ants while they study toward the doctorate is claimed to discourage
many young people.

Teaching methods.Since classes are crowded, the lecture method
is used almost exclusively. Lectures usually are delivered at dic-
tation speed. In graduate seminars, the smaller size permits more
opportunity for student participation in discussion, planning, or
leadership. When courseware not completed within the scheduled
time, students are expected to finish their work on their own with-
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out guidance and assistance. Courses meet once a week for II/2 to
.2 hours, and a student van take a dozen or more subjects. Since
attendance is not required. a student sometinws enrolls lit 2 courses
at the same hour and attends lectures alternately, taking both ex-
aminations at the end. Mimeographed copies of the lectures nay
be purchased in time to prepare for the final examinations or the
student can borrow notes from a major in the field.

Lib iwrieri.2°In late 1956 there were 4tk libraries reported in the
221 universities in Japan, containing .23,545,S19 books.2' The old
established tm;:ersities have libraries well stocked with books; be-
cause of the tradition of the library as a storehouse, the books are
not necessarily aceessible to students. Professors and students tend
to buy books they need.

20 The author Is indebted to Professor Guy L. Lyle, Director of Libraries. Emory Uni-
versit, Atlanta. Ga., for the substonce of most of this section. Professor Lyle spent part
of 19157 as is visiting expert from the U. S. in the Libra r,,, School at Kelo University.
Further Information on this Helmut api es In Chapter X In the dismission of libraries Mt
an aid In social education.

21 Japan Library Association, editor, hi/works its Japan (Tokyo. the Association, 1057),
p. 27.
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Heads of the university librarits usually are older professors who
have been given the post as an honor and to facilitate their research.
As a rule, they do some teaching in their own subject and may have
other duties as well. In general, the few trained librarians on the
staff (such as graduates of the National Library School founded in
1921 in Ueno, Tokyo) concentrate on buying hooks, building a col-
lection. and repairing books.

In general, books are kept in stacks. To obtain them for use in
the library, application is made at the loan desk. Under special
conditions graduate students writing theses may have access to the
stacks. Generally students are not permitted to charge out books.

An exception to this picture is the new International Christian
University where students may check out books for 2 weeks. ICU
professors use library resources in their teaching; they (we no single
textbook. All require reference reading and encourage the use of
bibliographies. A trained librarian gives service to the students.
This library is reported to be a model which is attracting represent-
atives from some of the great institutions in Tokyo.

At many u»iversities, them are at least two main types of branch
libraries on the campus. First there are those of specialized schools
such as engineering, law, and medicine, which may be on separate
campuses of the same university. These libraries .nominally are
under the control of the university librarian; in practice, they oper-
ate more or less independently. In genera:, medical libraries have
organized their materials and made them more readily available to
students.

Secondly, there are departmental libraries of the faculties of eco-
nomics, literature, and the like which are located on the main cam-
pus, but independent of the main library. They have been built up
by the faculty concerned from their faculty budget and are for their
use. By special permission, graduate students in the field may have
access to them, but regular students do not. They have the appear-.
once of private libraries; holdings are not listed in the main library.
Over the years many have become large separate libraries, strong
in historical tradition, and useful to those who have access to them.
Thousands of other books are held permanently in professors' offices.

Another type of branch library is the independent campus library.
In the amalgamation of a number of formerly separate higher insti-
tutions the individual components of the new university have tended
to retain their independent library collections.

There are forces at work which presage changes in this more or
less typical pattern. One is the emergence of professionally trained
librariansgraduates of Keio's Japan Library School or of library
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schools abroad. Though most of them are serving an apprenticeship
under the scholar-librarian, a few have positions which permit them
to change existing library practices.

According to the Japan Library Association, the acceptance of
the university library as a necessity to the functioning of a univer-
sity depends on the adoption of new teaching methods. Not until
exclusive use of the lecture method is abandoned in favor of a
method which requires outside use of reference works will the
library be looked upon as an essential workshop for students.22

Junior college problems.Some Japanese academicians measure
the junior college against the 4-year academic universities and com-
plain of low standards, calling it a "half college." In practice, the
junior colleges are said to lack the budget to improve their situation
with respect to personnel, equipment, and general raising of stand-
ads. The financial difficulty of the small private junior college in
a rural area is repelled to be even greater. Some claim that the
2-year period of training is too short to produce good technicians,
especially when the time is cut down by the requirements in general
educationin spite of the fact that the required units in general
education were cut in 1952 from 20 units to 1223 leaving 24 for
specialized education, 24 for electives, and 2 units for physical
education.

Two problems in particular have confronted the junior colleges:
(1) Graduate transfer to a regular university and (2) competition
with the 4-year graduates for positions. Ministry statistics in 1956
indicated that only 55 percent of the junior college graduates found
work, while 79 percent of the 4-year graduates were placed."

Evidence shows that junior college officials in Japan are trying
to improve these schools and that they feel the first step is to get
permanent status for them. They appealed to the Government for
a revision of the School Education Law. The Ministry handed the
problem to its Central Education Council. After deliberation the
council recommended that the junior college be a terminal voca-
tional institution similar to the former 3-year technical institute.
It also recommended lengthening the course to meet the complaint
of the industrialists and their Japan Federation of Employers'
Associations by allowing the junior college to merge with the ITSS
to form a 5- to 6-year institution.

Though junior college officials are aware of certain danger.: in
returning to the old system technical schools, many hold that the

22 Ibid., p. 29.
23 Akira 1Vatanabe, Reform Problems of Present Junior Colleges In Japan, Junior College

Journal, 28: 82, October 1957.
24 Ibid., p. 81.
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future of the junior college depends on its specialtz;ng as a voca-
tional training school for middle grade technicians.25 They are
hopeful, however, that the 12 units in general education can be
retained. The junior colleges of Japan are organized into a Junior
College Association to work for higher standards and better status.

University administration.University presidents are nominated
in closed meetings of the University Council, which usually consists of
deans of "faculties" (colleges or schools), several representative pro-
fessors from each such faculty, heads of laboratories, the university
librarian, and the director of the attached hospital if there is one.
The actual appointment of the president, as of the teachers, is made
by the Minister of Education, though the Minister generally follows
the recommendation of the individual university. Presidents usually
are appointed for a 4-year term, while deans may be appointed for as
little as a year. Often presidents are chosen from among the deans
of their own institutions. Deans are chosen by each Faculty Con-
ference from among its members. They are directly responsible for
the administration of their own particular faculty or department
operating under the supervision of the president.

The chair system exists in the older universities; it is not generally
found in the new national universities.2" Each professor is virtu-
ally autonomous; he is not bound by strict conventions regarding
standards and mourse content. Faculty salaries are in the neighbor-
hood of 30,000 yen or roughly $80 and up per monthand profes-
sors may take on extra work to add to their income.

Many university staff members have studied in workshops and
institutes sponsored by Occupation authoritie; some have visited
the U. S. Many scholars have affiliations with scholarly associa-
tions abroad.

Student life.Univer,:ty entrance for the average student re-
quires considerable effort ; but it is relatively rare for an under-
graduate to fail because of unsatisfactory work. In other words,
most of the students who enter are graduated. Employers ordinar-
ily do not ask to see a student's academic record. Employment in
the larger firms occurs after a competitive examination.

According.to the first student White Paper, submitted to the Min-
istry in 1956, students at Tokyo and Kyoto Universities suffered
from financial difficulties and cheerless lives. With tuition at na-
tional universities a standard 9,000 yen (VS) a year, and board
and room front 6,000 to 7,000 yen ($16.67 to $19.44) a month as of
1957, the cost of going to school ranged from 8,000 to 9.000 yen

22 ibis., p. 82.
20 Instead of chairs and faculties. International Christiah University has 4 major divi-

sions: Social science, humanities, natural science, and language.
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($22.22 to $25.00) a month. A wealthy student might spend twice
as much. About 60 percent of the Tokyo and Kyoto University
students work.27 Kyoto reported that 30 to 40 percent of its work-
ing students were ill with respiratory troubles. Students spend from
300 to 400 yen (roughly $1) a month on recreation. University
recreational facilities are sometimes meager.

Scholarship aid.Activities of the Japan Scholarship Society
evidence the Government's desire to assist young people with the
cost of a higher education. Needy students recommended by its
authorities may be exempted from tuition fees as long as they main-
tain their grades. Others who need board and room may be given
fixed sums per month for these items. The Government increased
the amount granted to this society for loans, though inflation re-
duced the value of the increase. The distribution of grants and
their overall size are indicated in the following figures for the early
post - treaty period :28

Students obtaining loan 1952 loans 1954 loans
University students $4.710,000 $5,1J00,000
Graduate students 581,000 1,040,000
Teachers college students 1,710,000 1,860,000
USS 820,000 1,370,000
Others 79,000 500,000

Total 7,900,000 10,670,000

Scholarships are given by public and private bodies, foundations,
and philanthropists, including some wealthy landowners who feel a
responsibility, as did their ancestors, for the bright youth of their
domain. The total of all these grants reportedly came to $2,192,777
in 1955. Besides these sources, the students organized such groups
as the Student Livelihood Council, the Federation of All-Japan Co-
operative Associations, and the Students' Assistance Society. The
latter was established for the purpose of finding jobs for needy
students, and helping them find housing. The annual Govern-
ment subsidy for this Society amounted to 40 million yen (about
$110,000.00) in 1956-57. Much has been done, and as in countries
around the world, much remains to be done.

Student personnel serrices.At most universities, guidance of
some sort exists. At the larger institutions, such as Tokyo, Kyoto,
and Ochanomizu Universities, and at International Christian Uni-
versity, it is well supported. There are guidance bureaus at which
students can obtain help--amdemic guidance in their choice of

27 Corresponding dgures for other universities are as much as 70 to 80 percent.
28 Wesley P. Lloyd, Student Personnel Services in Japan (Washington, American Council

on Education, 1057, p. 15.



152 JAPAN: THREE EPOCHS OF MODERN EDUCATION

studies, health guidance, emotional guidance. vocational guidance,
and guidance regarding housing and part-time work. In most rural
universities, there are guidance officers.

Tile national units most directly responsible for the growth of
SPS are the Student Affairs Section of the Bureau of Higher Edu-
cation and Science of the Ministry and the National Association for
Student Personnel Services. These agencies, together with the ad-
ministration of Tokyo University, which offers counseling services
on its Hongo and Komaba campuses, have taken leadership in pro-
moting SI'S. In 1955 all 3 sponsored, and the university was host
to, an institute for ads weed training in student personnel services
developed as it followup to the institute in 1951-52." Much had
been accomplished in the interim. Vocational counseling, with full-
time consultants, was now legally required on every university cam-
pus. Greater emphasis was on placement than on counseling.
Trained personnel still were in short supply; 57 of the 222, univer-
sities had full-time counselors in 1955.

Student self - government. The dominant student organization is
the All-Japan Federation of Student Self-Government Associations.
Following May Day riots in 191%2, the Federation began to lose mem-
bers. As a result, it indicated a changed policy, which included
looking after the needs of students, such as for part-time work,
employment after graduation, and other services. But again 1):
1956, the Federation went back to its earlier policy of making the
student movement more or less synonymous with political struggle.
Like many student groups, the Federation of Student Self-Govern-
ment Associations is divided into moderates and extremists. Mem-
bership in the association is usually compulsory. Occasionally there
have been counter student movements. In general, students are
reported as showing some increased interest in social activities.
Sports activities have not become as readily available as in some
other countries. But as the youth graduate and start earning their
living, they tend to temper their views, as do youth of most other
lands.

29 Ibid. This book is devoted to a description of the institute.



CHAPTER VI

Teacher Education

Initial Modernization Epoch

IMMEDIATELY after publication of the Gakusci (Educational
System) in 1872, the beginning of Japan's modern system of educa-

tion, the Meiji Government formulated Regulations Concerning
Institutes for the Training of Officials of Instruction and expatiated
on the need for a. specific educational institution for teachers.' Hav-
ing had no such institutions before, the Government modeled the
normal school after the western institution. It imported an American
teacher and hoped the new scheme would fit .Japan's needs. The
first notification to the provinces to recruit students for the normal
school said, in May 1872 :

The shill:in tlakko (Normal School) Is an Institute for the training of
elementary school teachers.... It Is an urgent necessity to train teachers
for elementary education, and as there are normid schools in foreign coun-
tries, the Government would establish a nomad school modeled after
them, employ a foreign teacher, and by letting him teach our students by
the curricula and inethe,ls of their elementary school . . . produce teach-
ers who are able to set up Lorricula and methods for our elementary
schools.'

In September 1872 the noruml school was opened in the building
of the Shoheiko in Tokyo, a school founded by the Shogunate where
Japanese and Chinese literature had been taught. It admitted 54
men students of fairly advanced age and sufficient knowledge to
qualify them as teachers. Nobustuni Morokuzu was appointed di-
rector and Marion M. Scott, a Californian, was the first foreign
teacher. Students were divid,id into a lower and an upper section.
Scott taught the upper or more advanced groups, using elementary
school textbooks from the U. S. such as Willson's Readers and Quack-

Gon'ichl Etta, The Training of Teachers its Japan: A Iliatorical Survey. 'boa Maki,
trans. (Tokyo, Japanese Education Association, World Conference Committee, August 2 -7,
1987), p. 11.

?Translation supplied by Professor Toshio Kumura of Yamaguchi University, formerly
Chief of Teacher Education, Ministry of Education, and an authority on teacher education
In Japan.
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enbos' Eng Gm/wile?. which had been used in California schools
since 1863.3 The upper section then taught the lower section, fol-
lowing the foreign methods of "collective teaching"a different
method from the practice of individual instruction by which they
had been taught since feudal times.

This sort of practice teacning proved to be unnatural. In the
following year (1873) an elementary school was annexed to the
normal school and thus began the use of laboratory schools, called
attached schools. as a part of the teacher-education programs. The
normal 5(41001 was divided later that year into a section <nt teaching
methods and one on subject-matter content to be taught in the ele-
mentary school. The student could complete both sections in 2 years.

In 1873 normal schools were founded in Osaka and Sendai, the
latter called Miyai Normal. Graduates were in demand as teach-
ers in the local normal schools as well as in the public elementaly
schools. By this time middle schools were springing up in the
provinces and needed teachers so Tokyo Normal started a middle
school teachers course. which later became 31/4 years long. Thus was
established the basis for Tokyo Higher Normal School which spe-
cialized in training teachers for normal and secondary schools.

In the meantime, in the 7 collegiate districts (reduced from 8 in
1873) normal schools were set up on the model of the Tokyo Normal
Schol. All were National Government institutions. Prefectural
Goverm»ents began to establish prefectural normal schools pat-
terned after the 7 National Government schools, in order to train
teachers for the elementary schools set up under the code of 1872. Two
years after the first normal school was established, Japan had a total
of 53 normal schools with 292 teachers and 5,072 students.4 La 1877-
78 the Government closed its regional normal schools, granted a
subsidy to the Prefectures. and turned over the responsibility of
educating elementary school teachers to them.

On the advice of David Murray and his co-worker Fujimaro
Tanaka, the Government decided to promote teacher education for
women and to encourage the use of women as teachers. Tokyo
Women's Normal School was founded in 1874. The object of the
school was "the training of persons who should be responsible for
the education of the young." It started with 74 girls and a course
of study extending over a period of 5 years. In '1876. an attached
kindergarten (the first to be established by the Government) and in
1877 an attached elementary school were added for practice teach-

3 See : California Teacher, 1 : 23. July 1803. The texts were also used by Guido Verbeek
in his teaching at Nanko fn Tokyo from 1870 to 1873.

4 Hitn, op. cit., p. 15.
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ing. The Tokyo Women's Normal School, like the Men's Normal,
served as a model for similar institutions in the Prefectures.

In the decentralization of school control attempted by Tanaka in
1879, some normal schools %were closed fur a short time.5 In the
recentralization of 1880, the Government required each Prefecture
fo have a normal school. Tokyo Normal School was to specialize
in research in the latest foreign methods of teacher education and
to disseminate its findings through prefectural normal schools for
application in the schools of the Nation.

The new ideas absorbed by the young teacher-educators, Isawa
and Takamine, from their study abroad were Pestalozzian. Accord-
ing to one historian. "the remarkable progress that has s::lce been
achieved both in the theory and practice of our elementary education
is largely due to the unstinted efforts of these two teachers .°

Representatives from each of the Prefectures were invited to
Tokyo Normal in 1882 and studied the new Pestalozzian methods
for a year, carrying them back to the 80 normal schools in opera-
tion in 1883 and theoretically to all the schools of the country.
Thus was the idea of a child-centered curriculum introduced into
:Japan. In the meantime, normal schools increased so rapidly and
diversely that the Ministry decided to standardize them. Based on
the cardinal idea of loyalty to the Emperor and filial piety, stu-
dents were to take a standard curriculum, including morals, read-
ing, calligraphy, mathematics, geography, history, physics, educa-
tion, school management, practice teaching, and singing and gym-
nast ics.

With the German-inspired trend in education in 1886, changes
were made in normal school education. Stress was laid on military
discipline and moral and physical training. Students in the higher
normal were given State scholarships covering expenses. Those in
prefectural normals were supported by the respective Prefectural
Governments. In return, graduates were required to teach for
approximately 10 years.

Thus the teacher-education system was established which remained
through the nationalist period. Students were said to have been
impressed with the fact that as teachers they would be performing
an important function for the State, to which they owed it duty.
The first article of the Imperial Ordinance on Normal &hoots of
1886 read:

Normal Schools are Institutions In which persons are trained as teachers.

According to Ministry figures supplied by Professor Toshio Kumuru, there were 87
normal schools In 1879 ; 74 In 1880 ; 68 In 1881, and 76 in 1882.

0 Rita, op. cit., p. 20.
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Special care shall be taken to so train pupils as to develop In them the
characteristics of obedience, sympathy, and dignity.'

The program of moral training. military drill, and nationalism
produced a sense of solidarity among the student population. Ac-
cording to new regulations. teachers and headmasters of middle and
higher middle schools (called higher schools after 1894) were to be
recruited from among graduates of the eniv"rsity on whom teach-
ers' certificates were conferred without special professional training
or examination; teachers and directors of °rain:try normal schools
were to be chosen from higher normal school graduates; and teach-
ers and principals of elementary or higher elementary schools were
required to be graduates of an ordinary normal school. This plan
constituted a 2-track system for teachers similar to that in France.
For the academic secondary schools normal school training was not
considered necessaryonly subject-matter specialization; for ele-
mentary or normal school teaching, it was necessary to go through
the now separate normal school track.

It is said that Emperor Meiji, in recognition of the importance
of teachers to the State. intended to announce the Imperial Rowript
on Ethwation (luring at visit to Tokyo Higher Normal School but
that illness prevented hint from doing so.14 IV it II the handing down
of the Imp,..rial Rescript hi 1890, the guiding principle of teacher
educationloyalty to the Emperor and the Statebecame fixed.

Over the years, both the men's and women's higher normal schools
raised their standards and prepared teachers exclusively for sec-
ondary and normal schools rather than elementary.

Consequent to the economic and political expansion produced by
Japan's victories in the Sino-Japanese (1894-95) and the Russo-
Japanese (1904-05) Wars, there was a rise in the percentage of
attendance in the 4-year compulsory school until 98 percent of all
children aged 6 to 10 were reported to be in school by 1906. The
number of middle schools more than doubled and girls' high schools
increased sixfold. Secondary level technical institutes burgeoned.

This expansion made new demands on teacher education. Pre-
fectures were required by the Government to establish at least 2
normal schoolsa 4-year school for men, and as 3-year school for
women. The minimum number of normal school students was fixed
by Imperial Ordinance. The central Government required nominal
school directors to be appointed by the Emperor on recommenda-
tion of the Minister of Education. Normal school directors were

7 Department of Education, Ordinances. Notifications, and Instructions Relating to Edit.
cation (Tokyo, the Department (18871). 14 7.

8 Hita, op. cit.. p. 20.
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thus subject to supervision and control by both the Governor and
the Minister.

In order further to meet the demands for normal and secondary
school teachers and administrators, a new higher 110111id was opened
in Hiroshinut in 1902 and It provisional training institutes were
attached to Tokyo Imperial University and several higher schools.
The latter admitted graduates of normal, middle, and girls' high
school for it :2-year accelerated teacher-education course. A Women's
Higher Normal was opened in Nara in 1998, modeled after the pio-
neer institution in Tokyo.

Prosperity attendant upon World War I brought increased ex-
pansion of education. Progressive education gained some popular-
ity. Normal schools and professional groups eager to learn the
latest ideas brought in John Dewey, William Iteiti'd Kilpatrick.
and exponents of the Dalton and Winnetka plans to lecture to
teachers. 'The higher normal schools, and particularly the two
universities of literature and science, became centers of such edu-
cational philosophy and practice.

In the early 1920's a monster of .Japanese educators developed
new theories of education based on the philosophy of John Dewey.
They indicate the modern educational thinking that was prevalent
about a generation before the advent of the so-called "new educa-
tion" after World War II. Eight of these theories and their forum-
Wars became well-known:

1. Self-studyNaga lehl
2. Child- centered atetIvItyKlyoman Kato
3. Freedom In educationI:I:4We Tezuka
4. Interest--Melklehl Chiba
5. CreativityMot:Mehl hinge
6. DynainleHelji Mown
7. Murat Ion of the whole lilldKunlyoshl Ohara
8. Literature and art appreciationShin Iwamoto

In 1917 the conservative Ministry, concerned at the threat of for-
eign ideas, appointed it special council to investigate. This council
in 1919 produced a series of resolutions which it submitted to the
Ministry and which were the basis for subsequent policy. Regard-
ing teacher education, they provided that further efforts be made
toward the formation of character befitting teachers and the culti-
vation of love of country and loyalty to the Emperor. Salaries of
normal and higher normal school teachers were to be raised and
their moral welfare promoted. Postgraduate courses were to be
permanently provided at higher normal schools and facilities for

u Hideo Aoki. The 13ffeet of American Ideas on .Iiipatiese Higher Education. (Monfort].
Calif.. Stanford t1ukerslty. 19571, p. 22. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation.)
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education research were to be afforded. Finally, a course in educa-
tion was to be instituted in the faculty of literature at an Imperial
university."'

This period, which produced the Universities Act of 1018, was a
time when higher education in Japan came of age. The importance
of research in professional education was recognized. Practice
teaching was developed. Each normal school had an attached ele-
mentary or middle school for observation or student-teaching under
a critic teacher or administrator. Teaching technique, requiring
participation by the children, was practised in a number of schools.
The postgraduate schools of Tokyo Higher Normal and Hiroshima
Higher Normal were raised to 3-year single-faculty universities of
literature and science, with higher normal schools under the same
administration loosely attached to them. This action placed teacher
education on the graduate level with a possible 2 to 5 years of
postgraduate study and elevated the whole normal school program.
Tokyo Imperial University had courses in educational psychology,
history of education, and philosophy of education. It also had an
attached middle school for practice teaching. Education had been
professionalized, and more liberal ideas of education were phi»ted
which later were suppressed but never quite destroyed.

Wartime Epoch

In 1943, regular normal schools were officially raised from sec-
ondary to college level. This sort of elevation to higher level by
Ministry fiat was an example of what the Japanese call ytunei
mujitsu (the name but not the reality). By 1945 there were higher
normals in Tokyo and Hiroshima (attached to the University of
Literature and Arts), at Nara (women), Kanazawa (men), Okazaki
(men), and Hiroshima (women), the last these fotuuled during the
war. In 1943, the Government, seeking :ncreased control of the pre-
fectural normal schools, placed them directly under the Ministry.
By 1944, there was a reported total of 136 teacher-education insti-
tutions with 77,000 students.

For about two generations instructions f r normal schools stu-
dents were that they "must be trained in habits of strict. obedience
to commands and instructions of superiors, and of correctness in
their behavior and speech."" The regulations for higher normal
schools in 1943 indicated that "the essence of tits national entity must

10 Hlta, op. cit., p. 38-9.
Baron Dafrokn KIkuchl, Japanese Education (London, John 3Iurray, 1909), p. 288.
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be clarified, and together with a realization of the Empire's Mis-
sion, a keen consciousness of loyalty must be fostered, and leadership
training for national accomplishments stressed .. . instilling in the
student a fervent interest in the teaching profession, faith in the
national entity, and in Imperial administrative policies."2 Such
was the background in brief of the education of some 400,000
teachers at the beginning of the Democratization Epoch.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

From the allied Occupation point of view teacher education needed
redirection.18 The U. S. Education Mission recommended that :
Normal schools be reorganized on the 4-year college level, allowing
for a 2-year preparation for elementary school teachers when nec-
essary to provide enough teachers in time of shortage; normal school
faculties be free to determine curriculum changes without direction
from Government officials except for maintenance of general stand-
ards; the curriculum emphasize liberal arts, the study of children,
and home and school relationships; and it provide

It
for

observation, participation, and student teaching. It recommended
that universities offer professional education for prospective teachers
and a broad general education as well as ample subject-matter
content. In addition, universities were to promote research, exert
educational leadership, and offer advanced study and professional
training for administrators, supervisors, and experienced teachers.

The higher normal schools and universities of literature and
science, particularly in the Tokyo area, seemed to be the logical
leaders in a reform of teacher education. Some of the representa-
tives of newer educational philosophy of the 192Cs were still active
in these institutions mid came forward, identifying themselves as
Pestalozzians, or advocates of the Dalton plan or other such
movements.

From the end of 1946 and with the assistance of Occupation au-
thorities, joint curriculum committees of the men's and women's
higher normals in Tokyo developed modern curriculums suited to
their needs, These currieultuns were put into effect in April 1947.

13 SCAB, ClE, Education lop the Neon Japan (Tokyo, 6110, 1040), vol. 1, p. 285.
01 For fuller treatment of teacher education under the Se.110

811oraffon In the Neer Japan, vol. 1, p. 281-08, nod PoAtWor Iterelopme tits in Japanese
Education (Tokyo, 011Q, 1052), vol. 1, p. 240-83, from which much of thin section in drawn.
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democratic administration, teacher reeducation, PTA's, student gov-
ernment, health education, coeducation, guidance, and the community
school. In due course they had open house for other teachers and
invited their schools to become try-out schools and join the Try-Out
School Association. The applicant school had to demonstrate staff
desire to participate in the development of democratic procedures
and, in addition, show evidence of progress already made and plans
for the future. (I 1957 the Try-Out School Association celebrated
its 10th anniversary and published a book describing the accomplish-
ments of member schools.)

Another step in promoting reorganization of teacher education
was the holding of a National Teacher Education Workshop during
the summer of 1947. Representatives from 76 teacher-education
institutions came to Tokyo for a 26-day workshop under the auspices
of Tokyo University, financed by the Ministry, and assisted by
CIE education personnel. Members of disparate groupsuniversity
and normal school teachers, public and private school representatives,
and MiniFtry officialswho had not worked together before found
they had common interests and problems. One dean remarked that
"an affinity was established between psychology and pedagogy, +,,:vo
faculties which should advance abreast, but which unfortunately were
not speaking acquaintances previously. 1914

As a result of the workshop, requests came from all regions of
Japan for similar 1-week workshops. No funds were available from
the national budget, so local groups representing the various teacher-
education institutions of the area planned and paid for them out
of their own funds. The chief of the normal school section of the
Ministry, accompanied by the adviser on teacher training in CIE
attended eac! of 6 regional workshops which drew representatives
from 38 of the 46 Prefectures. These workshops were Japanese-
initiated and Japanese-directed.

Soon various organizations (such as professional associations in
teacher education, regional study groups set up after the workshops,
normal schools, and attached schools) were producing research and
sharing their new programs. Monthly magazines on specialized
education with such titles as Child Study, Guidance, School and
Society, and The New School, edited by professors in teacher-educa-
tion institutions, made their appearance and commanded a reading
public of from 5,000 to 15,000 each.

The School Education Law of 1947 provided for a single 4-year
university to replace the many prewar types. The 140 teacher-
education institutions in existence at that time were, with the ex-

14 SCAP, CIE, Education in the Ncto Japan, vol. 1, p. 295.
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ception of the 7 higher normal schools and the 2 literature and
science universities, primarily of the junior college type. They
were faced with the choice of uniting with other institutions to
become independent 4-year institutions or being designated as mis-
cellaneous schools. (The choice of becoming a 2-year junior college
under the new system was not open to them until 2 years later when
junior colleges were authorized by law.) As a result, the former
teacher-education institutions attempted to become 4-year univer-
sities.

They were examined by an inspection team of the University
Chartering Committee between September 1948 and January 1949
and, though their petitions for university status were approved,
specific conditions were attached in almost all cases. Since prac-
tically no money for raising standards was available, they were
caught in the pinch of trying to become universities without having
adequate resources in staff, plant, and equipment. A 2-year course
was provided as a temporary measure to cope with the sudden
demand for teachers; it lacked status and was not popular.

Many regular normal school professors themselves opposed amal-
gamation because of not being generally as well prepared as were
university staff members. In December 1947, a Ministry survey re-
vealed that about 49 percent of them were university graduates.
Conversely, many university-trained professors were reluctant to
welcome the normal school teachers to their staff.

The National School Establishment Law of May 1949 specifically
provided for teacher education in 51 of the 71 authorized national
universities. At least one university in each Prefecture had to have
a 4-year program of teacher education for both men and women.
All but 3 of the former teacher-education institutes were incor-
porated into the 51 national universities, which meant. that some-
times an institution would have several types of former normal
schools of varying quality. The former youth normal schools, one
of which existed in each Prefecture, became parts of the agriculture
or education faculties or the vocational department of the univer-
sities.

Several types of teacher education were developed: (1) Faculties
of education (similar to the school or college of education in the
IT. S.) were authorized in the 25 multiple-faculty universities,
(2) faculties of liberal arts and education (gakugei) were estab-
lished in 19 universities, in which a former normal school was made
responsible for both the general education and professional educa-
tion, (3) 7 single-faculty universities of liberal arts and education
were formed exclusively from prewar regular normal and youth
normal schools to specialize in teacher education (similar to teachers

nu...ore



T EAC I I E It EDUCATION 163

colleges in the U. S.), and (.1) a high-level University of Education
was established in Tokyo. made up of the former Tokyo University
of Literature and Science, the Men's Higher Normal, and the Train-
ing Schools for Agriculture and Physical Education. This last
institution was meant to he the center for research and advanced
study in the field of education.

In spite of inadequate funds and some opposition on their cam-
puses, faculties of education in the former Imperial universities
(only two of which absorbed a former normal school) and the
Tokyo University of Education strengthened their education staffs
by twinging in new members. Tokyo, Kyoto, Tohoku, Kyushu, and
Hiroshima provided leadership in improving educational personnel
in their respective regions. Education departments, called gakugei or
liberal arts and education faculties, of some smaller national uni-
versities were made up largely of staffs of the former junior college
type of normal school. While the education faculties of former Im-
perial universities emphasized research, the primary duty of the new
universities education faculties was to filth) elementary and LSS
teachers for local schools. Single-faculty liberal arts and education
(gakugei) universities, located in seven large cities, also specialized
in teacher educat ion rather than research.

At least ;9 of the 51 multiple-faculty universities had branches
in separate cities on the sites of former independent normal schools.
They offered teacher education usually of 2-years in length. Sup-
plementing these full-time courses were correspondence courses for
teachers as well as extension or part-time courses offered by the
universities.

Almost all the private universities soon offered the minimum
requirement of courses in education for the secondary school teaching
certificate. They had attached laboratory schools and other training
facilities; the practice teaching was short, often only the minimum
of the 2 weeks required by the Ministry. Likewise, some of the
prefectural and municipal universities developed departments of
education. All the national universities offering teacher prepara-
tion were coeducational and provided the same quality of preparation
for men as for women. The two former women's higher normals
at Tokyo (Ochanomizu University) and at Nara (Nara Women's
university) remained the only national universities for women only.

The Law for the Certification of Educational Personnel was passed
in May 1949 and amended later that year, in 1950, and in 1951. It
provided for 4 classes of professional certificates: Regular 1st class,
regular 2(1 class, temporary, and emergency for each given level or
type of teaching such as kindergarten, elementary, LSS, USS, schools
for the handicapped, and others. For kindergarten, elementary, and
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LSS teaching the requirements were 4 years of education of uni-
versity grade or its equivalent for a 1st class certificate, 2 years for
2d class, and 1 year for a temporary certificate. For USS the 1st
class certificate required 4 years of university plus 2 years of post-
graduate study; the 2d class certificate required 4 years of university
or its equivalent; a temporary certificate, 2 years. The 2d class cer-
tificate for USS could be converted to a 1st. class by 3 years of teach-
ing experience plus additional course work; the temporary certificate
could become 2d with 5 years of experience and additional study. A
time limit was placed on the validity of temporary and emergency
certificates. The 1-year training which provided a temporary cer-
tificate for kindergarten, elementary, and lower secondary teaching
was valid for 5 years and renewable for 5 more, but could only be
made permanent if the teacher completed his 2- or 4-year university
course. The law permitted teachers to substitute 3 years of experience
for 15 units of college work except in the case of emergency teachers
who had not attended college at all.

A later law allowed specified years of experience to be applied in
lieu of training to raise the certificate grade higher. It also required
certification for all professional personnel. administrative as well as
instructional. This certificate could be obtained by additional units
of course work beyond that taken by other teachers. Finally, the
law established the threefold nature of teacher education as in-
cluding: (1) A broad general education consisting of about one-
third of a 4-year course; (2) preparation in the field of professional
education of not less than one - silt'.. of the course: and (3) special-
ized preparation in the teaching field and related fields of about
one-half the course. It was designed to include general education,
which had not been included previously, as well as courses in
subject matter and in education for elementary teachers; and pro-
fessional education for secondary teachers. Formerly, science and
vocational teachers received neither general education nor teacher
education. Now they, like all others, were to receive such training
as well as training in their teaching subjects.

In 1951 approximately *.t out of 4 teachers in the elementary
school and 1 out of 10 in the LSS had not met the minimum stand-
ard of 1 year of training above secondary school required for a
temporary teaching certificate. This group which had not met the
standard formed a bloc in the JTU and sought to lower the stand-
ards of certification. The law was amended to extend to 1962 the
time when experience could be applied to up-grading. This amend-
ment allowed inadequately trained teachers to raise their certification
from temporary to 2d class by counting their experience as training



TEACHER EDUCATION 165

and supplementing it with a few miscellaneous 1- to 2-unit short
courses, such as conferences or workshops of several days to a week
or so in duration phis some extension or correspondence work. This
plan tended to obviate their going back to the university. It
tended to defeat the purpose of the original certification law to
assure teachers with broad training. Later, the number of credits
required for each type of certification also was lowered.

In the new 4-year universities, prestige went to the student who
took the full 4-year course. Few took the 2-year course, and the
number graduating was inadequate to meet the eed.

To improve the training of teacher-education staffs of the new
universitiesin August 1951 some 10 percent were university grad-
uates')' the Ministry began a program of special education for this
group. Even with a restricted budget for education from 1949-50
on, it provided refresher courses at the university for at least 100
teachers of former normal schools and others. Each year the num-
ber of teachers getting these courses at Government expense was
increased and the time lengthened until by the end of the Occupa-
tion it was 10 months. The program enabled ninny instructors to
complete their university education or to specialize. Normal school
instructors were also included among the scholars sent to the U. S.
in 1949-51 for a year's study on GARIOA funds. In additimi,
administrators of the new universities were given the opportunity
to visit educational institutions in the U. S. under 3-month travel
grants to leaders in education.

Institute for Educational Leadership. One of the inservice teacher
training enterprises was the Institute for Educational Leadership
carried on by the Ministry and CIE from 1948 to 1952. The Jap-
anese leaders were receptive to bringing a staff of education special-
ists from the U. S. to serve with Japanese leaders as resource
consultants for a series of workshops. Minister of Education Amano
said, "the invited American educators with their wisdom, high in-
telligence, and valuable experiences, would contribute a great deal
to our new education just, started.16

After the Board of Education Law was passed in 1948 and educa-
tional control was decentralized to local boards, it was realized
that inexperienced superintendents of education who were respon-
sible for adminisf.ering the new schools and untrained teacher con-
sultants who had the task of supervising teachers and principals,

15 Note that this figure represented a considerable improvement over the 49 percent of
the regular normal school staffs which were university graduates in late 1947.

10 Ministry of Education, A Brief history of Institute for Educational Leadership in
Japan (Tokyo, the Ministry, 1953), p. 2. (Text in Japanese and in English.)
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needed specialized training. To provide this training, these officials
were brought to centers. By living and studying together for a
period of 3 days to 12 weeks in a friendly, cooperative atmosphere,
they began to understand democratic procedures in their respective
areas. The coverage was extended to include all types of personnel
necessary to Japan's reorganization of her system, including pro-
fessors of education, university administrators, student guidance
leaders, and youth leaders.

Planned and financed jointly by the Ministry and CIE, the pro -
grain had the participation of professors and administrators from
Japan's leading universities. Together with the educators from the
U. S., they served as resource consultants. The Ministry provided
the budget for the program, including traveling and lodging ex-
penses for participants. In the early days of the program when
the food shortage was still acute, the Ministry contributed to the
morale of the institutes by providing the best board and lodgings
conditions permitted. CIE provided the universities with libraries
on professional education. Not only scholars, but officials and
leaders of business were invited to discuss their specialties with the
workshop groups. Field trips and individual projects were varied
with group study and lectures.

During the 8 IFEL sessions a total of almost 10,000 Japanese
educators completed the courses of study in almost every specialty
related to professional education. Graduates of IFEL began serv-
ing as superintendents of educat ion with prefectural and local boards
of education, while a nucleus of trained teacher-consultants pro-
vided leadership to local school administrators and teachers in nearly
every Prefecture. Some shared their experience by holding local
workshops of their own. I FEL reached some 42,000 professors of
education and psychology, attached school principals and teachers,
and teacher-education personnel in certain fields in which little or
po professional training had been available, such as homemaking,
agriculture, health and physical education, guidance, and librarian-
ship. One year, 1950-51, IFEL specialized in improvement of
instruction in teacher-education institutions.

To 15 universities in 5 geographic regions, the program brought
experience in an advanced type of professional training for mature
scholars. The last 2 courses were offered by the universities as part
of their regular curriculum. After IT. S. funds were no longer
available, the Japanese continued the program for an additional
year.

Besides the longer-term IFEL sessions, there were 12 related
workshops or conferences of about 3 days in length for inservicb
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US Army photograph

One of many textbook collections given by the US.

training of university administrators and former normal school
personnel. The results of their discussions sometIes appeared in
a yearbook or were the basis for the starting of a journal. A col-
lege president good naturedly complained that they were not
workshops but "overworkshops."

A common procedure was for the workshop conferees to organize
a professional association for their specialty at the end of the session
and to establish contact with similar organizations abroad for ex-
change of professional materials. Others of the associations were
already of long-standing but had been dormant during the war
years; they were now revived and reorganized on a democratic
basis. When the normal schools reorganized into amalgamated
universities, a number of the separate associations (some dating back
to 30 years before) joined together in the Japan Association of
Colleges for Teacher Education with several affiliated sections for
administrative heads, professors of education and specialized fields,
and attached school personnel. Its purposes were not unlike those
of the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education.

In addition to the hundred Teacher - Education Library Centers
provided by Occupation authorities and containing a collection of
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a hundred professional books in English, members of the non-gov-
ernmental American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
supplemented the collections with educational journals, bulletins,
catalogs, and textbooks. Translation service was undertaken by
some of the IFEL graduates.

A t the end of the Occupation normal schools had been amal-
gamated with the universities, and at least one national university
in each Prefecture offered courses in teacher education. Training
programs had reached virtually all of the teachers of Japan, and
inservice programs were being developed at the universities in co-
operation with prefectural boards of education. Certification re-
quirements had been set up, and teachers and administrators were
required to have professional training and hold certificates.

The Present Period

Many problems carried over into the post-treaty world. Among
them are problems not uncommon around the worldthose relating
to financing and status of teacher education.

As to the preparation of teachers on the job, the percentage of
temporary assistant teachers has gradually decreased. In 1952-53
uncertified elementary teachers were 20 percent of the total. Toward
the end of the Occupation, the Ministry launched a 10-year program
of inservice training making it possible for increased numbers of
teachers to be certified. This program is evidently proving effective.

The supply of teachers is catching up with the demand. It was
88 percent of the demand in 1955-56; then the projected ratio of
teachers to openings jumped to 98 percent for 1958-59. This situa-
Von, it is claimed, is making it possible for the Government to raise
the requirements for teaching. Since the treaty, the Government has
progressively cut down on the number of entrants to the 2-year pro-
grams and increased the number in the 4-year programs. As
another indirect means of raising the standards for teaching, the
Ministry by directive of April 1957 cut down on the number of
entrants to the universities of liberal arts and education.

There is some unemployment among teachers where hard pressed
Prefectures ale restricting the number of new teachers and in-
ducing older ones to retire. The shortage of teachers is then made
up by doubling up in classes, sometimes beyond the allowed 50 stu-
dents. The JT1J holds :hat if the legal limit in classes were
observed, more teachers would be employed and there would be no
unemployment.
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One of the noticeable factors in teacher education in Japan is a
developing stability. Education faculties of the former imperial
universities are increasing the number of chairs in education and
producing recognized research : professional societies and the Teachers
Union are active 811(1 working towards raising standards; the Gov-
ernment inservice trailing program is gradually eliminating the
number of uncertified teachers. Educational specialists trained
since the war are moving into positions in the Government and in
higher education.

The fruit of Japan's teacher education program is seen in the
reaction of the Japanese public to the present teachers. In a nation-
wide public opinion poll in late 1957, fl8 percent o the respondents
said they had confidence in the present day elementary and LSS
teachers and would willingly trust their children to them; 13 per-
cent said they (lid not have enough confidence in them. As regards
their academic ability and teaching techniques. 03 percent expressed
general satisfaction, while 13 percent were dissatisfied; 58 percent
felt they fulfilled their role as educators and were enthusiastic;
10 percent disagreed, and 20 percent did not know." The general
satisfaction of the public with their children's teachers would seem
to indicate that the teacher-education institutions are accomplishing
their mission.

17 Nu Win Sorldn1Jin Rambo 8111tigIshltsit, tinnikot .110111141i no liangun Yorun Chow(
Kekka (Tokyo, Nolknku SorldnI9n Numb() ShIng))liltmu. Shown 82. 12 giant)). 15-18.
[Tim Prime 511nIster'n SecretnrInt Councillor)). doom. The Ilesaltn or n Piiblle Opinion Poll
on Educational Problem)) (Tokyo, the SeeretarInt, December 1957), D. 15-18] (Mimeo.)



CHAPTER VII

Vocational Education

Initial Modernization Epoch

NEED FOR VOGATICNAL EDUCATION was recognized at
the inception of modern education in Japan. When the De-

partment of Education was established in 1871, a Burettit of Tech-
nical Education was set up to plan for agricultural, commercial,
nautical, fisheries schools, and trade schools. Recognition was ac-
corded these schools in 1894 when the National Government agreed
to subsidize vocational education. In 1899 an Imperial ordinance
concerning vocational schools stated that the aim of vocational
education in agricultural, industrial, and commercial schools was
to impart the knowledge and art essential to those engaged in in-
dustry and to develop character. In 1903, an ordinance concerning
professional schools was promulgated, and the Ministry undertook
to organize and guide education in these schools.

During and after World War I vocational education gradually
was introduced into higher elementary education. Once technical
schools were established, it was difficult to persuade parents to send
their children to them rather than to middle schools for ?he
academic track. Economic factors of supply and demand for
technical as opposed to white-collar workers, however, prevailed,
and by 1937, there were more students in vocational and technical
schools than in any other type of secondary institution.

As was true of the other branches of education, the Ministry di-
rected and controlled vocational education. Occupations for sons
were chosen by their fathers, and youth fitted themselves into the
jobs to which they were assigned. The apprenticeship system in
the small household 5ndustries, intended as a form of vocational
training, sometimes became a means for obtaining inexpensive child
labor.

Vocational education was offered at several levels: (1) Elementary
schools, which provided some training for farmers, fishermen, and

170
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factory workers; (2) part-time youth schools, which offered simple
courses in agriculture and, hi some cases, industrial work, fisheries,
or business; and (3) vocational schools for those graduating from
elementary or from higher elementary school offering work for boys
in preparation for middle-level occupations in agriculture, fisheries,
industry, and eommerce, and for girls in agriculture and domestic
science; and (4) higher technical schools, which offered specialized
courses to train higher grade technicians. There were 16,431 voca-
tional and technical schools reported as of 19:34.1

Vocational schools in prewar Japan specialized in job training;
practically no general education was included in their program.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

The U. S. Education Mission explained. in the following state-
ment, the need for a new kind of vocational education in Japan:

Japan needs Maims! hands as well as educated minds to rebuild her
homes. cities. factories and cultural institutions. There is no better pua-
antee for dcoolcracy USW at body of skilled, employed, and in-
fornwd workmen. It is asset no less moral than Indust Hal.

la order to create such a bulwark of democracy, the educators of Japan
must help crate the same respect for those who work with tools us for
those who work only with their minds.

Creativity nod Haggle iugiuiso are not, and never have been, the monopoly
of the scholar.... There sboild be furnished a variety of vocational expe-
riences, under W1414 rained start* members.2

The Vocational Course Committee, appointed by the Ministry of
Education and composed of teachers, supervisors, and specialists,
drew up new courses of study. Its philosophy was reflected in the
Ministry's handbook for the reorganization of the school system.
which said that purpose of the LSS was to explore It number of
vocations and specified a minimum of 4 hours per week of voca-
tional or homemaking training for each of the :3 years. Immediately
after the war there wele difficulties in getting teachers and equip-
ment for these courses. Rather than p ovide exploratory courses,

ramie° Commereial Education and International Mutual Nem. Poreellinun
of the nervnth Biennial Confertmce of the World Pcdrotlou of Illittetitton AiothettititiOn.
rohlift. Jagottl: Atlas, 2-7. RUT (Tokyo, .1apasteee Educalion Association, World Confer.
mum Committee. 19:18), vol. IV, p. 141.

2 Report of the Untied Staten Rstitrallon Itimmbm I Washington. 11. 5, llovernment
log *Mice, 194111. p. 15. (Imparlment of Stale PaMiration 2571), Par Enatern :levies 11.1
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many LSS, for example, offeree ,-riculture in the 7th grade.
without electives.

Vocational education at the lower secondary level was required
under Article 36 of the School Education Law: "In lower secondary
school education. efforts shall be made . . . to cultivate the funda-
mental knowledge and skill of the vocations required in the society,
the attitude to respect. labor and the ability to select their future
course according to their individuality." Article 42 outlined the
aim of the USS in vocational studies: To make the students skilled
in the technical arts.

Vocational and technical education sections.The importance of
vocational education was reflected in the creation in 1949 of a 0-
cational education section in the Ministry's Bureau of Elementary
and Secondary Education and a technical education section in the
Bureau of Higher Education and Science. They were designed to
give leadership in developing suitable courses in agriculture, com-
merce, fisheries, industry, and homemaking at. the secondary level,
and in specialized technical occupations at the post-secondary level.
The vocational education section drew up a plan for survey courses
in the lower secondary curriculum, and regional workshops were
held throughout Japan to launch the plan.

The distinctive feature of the program was freedom of choice
in vocations according to ability. A vocational guidance course
committee organized on a national level developed a vocational
guidance program which consisted of curriculums, course outlines,
and materials for use in guidance and counseling. The textbook in
vocational guidance which the cou:mittee produced was supplemented
by information pamphlets on about 300 different jobs in Japan. The
latter were prepared under the sponsorship of the Japan Vocational
Guidance Association and the Vocational Education Association.

Job placement was provided for by law in 1949. Under this law,
the Ministry of Labor cooperated with local schools and &lieges
in placing students in part-time and full-time employment, and an
experimental public employment security office was set, up in Tokyo.
Similar cooperative placement offices were set. up in the Prefectures.

Machine shop eucricalan---In the curriculum revision for USS.
85 units were required for graduation, of tchicla 38 were for general
education and 47 could be devoted to vocational training. Table 12
presents a view of the suggested curriculm» for a student in the
vocational machine shop course.

Agricultural education.The national course of study for agri-
cultural education in USS was revised in 1948. From a number
of unrelated and specialized subjects, not coordinated with the stu-
dent's home-farm activities, agricultural education became a course
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Table 12.-3-year program for a machine shop major

17,

Type of course by subject
flours i Cr week by grade i Total

hours pet

10th 11th Itth
week

001111811sorY general cducetion in 11 11 as

lieulth and physical education. 3 3 3 ti
Japanese 3 3 3 0
Mathematics 5 5
geteneephysles 5 5
Social studies 5 5 10

Compulsory vocational 8 lo 12 30

Designing and drawing 2 3 ..' 0
Machine shop and materials. 2 2 2 0
Machine shop praet lees 4 5 6 15

Optional 5 7 5 17

Chemistry 2 2
Engines 3 3
English 5 5
Mathematics 3 3
Outlines of electricity 2 2
Shopmanagement 2 2

Grand total 29 28 28 85

Course lusts 35 weeks a year.
Sao-ee: Adapted from: :11 Inistry of Labor, Present Situation of Vocational Training in Japan (Tokyo,

the Ministry, 1057), p. 10.

of study in general agriculture as a single subject with classroom
instruction and practical training consisting of supervised farming
projects on the home farm. To adapt the national course of study
to local conditions, Ministry vocational education specialists served
as resource personnel in regional workshops held throughout the

r
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44,11
lo

3211L
lict
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Courtesy of Minisfri of Education

Learning by doing: 12th gradeTokyo Agricultural USS.
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count ry. Selected agricultural schools then put the new ecurse into
we for a year. On the basis of demonstrated success. the course was
adopted widely in agricultural schools.

The home-project method, or "supervised farming," was a de-
parture from the traditional practice of mass student work on
school farms. The home-project method encouraged establishment
of small projects on the home farm. These projects were managed
and operated by the student under the supervision of a classroom
teacher and were intended as a profitable enterprise for the student.
Farm boy, teacher, and father engaged in the cooperative venture,
and continuous contact with local farm experimental stations was
encouraged.

Hundreds of inservice training programs in methods were neces-
sary to introduce the new courses of study in USS throughout the
rural regions of Japan. Preservice training for USS vocational
teacher trainees was provided in 12 universities scattered over Japan,
where 1 had existed before. Professors of vocational education in
each of the 12 institutions were brought to Tokyo for t 90-day train-
ing program; a professor or administrator from 8 of the 12 uni-
versities attended summer school in the U. S.

In connection with the supervised farming projects, school agri-
cultural clubs were started in every Prefecture. A clubFuture
Farmers of Japan (FFJ)became a means of developing leadership
qualities among farm boys. Parallel but smaller organizations
Green Cross Clubs (forestry) and Rising Sun Fishermenin USS
were started in several Prefectures.

Homemaking edaeation.Honemaking education for girls tradi-
tionally included household arts such as the tea ceremony, flower
arrangement, cooking, and sewing as a part of preparation for mar-
riage. The program put into effect in 1949 broadened the scope
of homemaking education to include family relations, child develop-
ment, home management, consumer problems, and home care of the
sick as well as cooking and sewing. It also utilized the home-
project method.

The curriculum developed for USS included 2 years of home-
making with better home living as its basic purpose. In the LSS,
homemaking units were required each year. Demonstration schools
were designated in each Prefecture in which a school agreed to
organize a broad course, provide teacher supervision for home
projects, improve equipment, organize advisory councils, and aid in
upgrading teachers and teaching techniques. Thousands of parents,
teachers, and administrators visited these schools, heard the girls
report On their home projects, and studied the model kitchens they
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helped to make. Partly as a result of such visits, other schools
adopted the plan.

The clubFuture Homemakers of .Japan (FHJ)was organized
in a fashion similar to the FFJ except that it brought into its
membership city as well as rural school youth.

Vocational Education Promotion Law.In 1950, an exception to
Article 55 of the School Education Law was authorized by Law
No. 103, which permitted the establishment of junior colleges and,
in effect. permitted vocational and semiprofessional training at the
college level. On June 11, 1951, vocational education formally was
recognized with the promulgation of the Vocational Education
Promotion Law.3 This Japanese law provided for the improve-
ment at Government expense of the content and method of instruc-
tion, the facilities and equipment for laboratory and shop work in
public and private schools, the training of teachers in this field,
and the organization by national and local authorities of councils
on vocational education to advise on the problems of promoting ef-
fective vocational education. The liSS were to receive the largest .
share of the national moneys. Smaller amounts were to be given
to LSS and to universities. The latter were to be held responsible
for training vocational teachers.

The Present Period

Enrollments indicate that vocational education may not be as
popular as academic preparation for white-collar employment. In
the comprehensive USS, the college preparatory course is taken by
about 60 percent of the students while 40 percent take vocational
courses though about 25 percent of the total student body go on
to college. In the meantime Japan's need for craftsmen, engineers,
and technicians goes partially unnict.

In response to certaifi criticism noted previously, that the 20
units of general education in the 2-year junior college were taking
too much time from technical preparation, the number of units
in general education was reduced from 20 to 12, leaving the balance
of 48 to be devoted to vocational education. Many Japanese edu-
cators are concerned because the junior college graduates and grad-
uates of night university have difficulty in getting work in com-
petition with graduates of regular 4-year institutions. Various
industrialists of the Nation indicate they would like to see the

3 See Law No. 228 in: SOAP, CIE, Pont-War Developments in Japanese Education
(Tokyo, GHQ, 1052), vol. II, p. 163-70.
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junior college become a technical-institute type of school directly
serviceable to industry, and with less general education in the
program.

In rural districts there are many almost exclusively vocational
USS. All are required to provide 38 units of general education.
Visitors often report on the high morale and excellent vocational
coui'ses, particularly in agriculture, which these schools have. Super-
vised farming and home projects continue to be a means of training.
The organizations for future farmers and future homemakers are
burgeoningthe former with an estimated membership of 125,000 in
USS and the latter with some 250,000 members. The 1058 theme of
the 1411.1 is "improvement of clothing:* Other activities include
visiting orphanages, raising money by holding bazaars, and provid-
ing aid to the stricken in time of catastrophe such as flood or fire.

For some years now, the FFJ. has invited representatives of the
Future Farmers of America to Japan and has exhibited its programs
in agricultural high schools and welcomed the visitors to National
FFJ conventions. In 1957, the convention in Sendai was attended
by some 4,000 farm boys and girls, representing every Prefecture in
Japan. Besides the speech-making, there was a series of profes-
sional-type livestock shows. And there were contests in farm
surveying, grading land, assembling and disassembling internal com-
bustion farm motors, identifying grains, and crop-judging. A
public speaking contest was held for girls studying agriculture.

The representatives from the I:. S. saw a number of agricultural
programs in USS. Some also saw homemaking courses. Some of
the Japanese students discussed their problems in competing for
Nigher education. Since their classworl«loes not prepark them for
be academic type of entrance examination to universities. very few,

they indicated, were able to go on to college.
The training program in vocational agriculture included class

work in science and theory and considerable practice on the school
farms and in the greenhouses. There was a shortage of reference
and textbooks. Large classes were the rule. Schools ran t; days
a week, throughout the calendar year.- In several schools there were
dormitories for students unable to commute. Unlike prewar days,
many of these agricultural schools are coeducational with girls
representing 25 to 50 percent of the student body.

The school farm is an integral part of the practical training
program. The farms range from a few acres to 400. The com-
pulsory farm work is performed by classes under the direction of a
teacher. Livestock and crops common to the local areas are raised
on the school farms. Records are maintained on crops and live-
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The rice is on! Attached USS: Mukogawa Gakuin Women's UniversityNishinomiya City.

stock similar to those kept. by experiment stations. Flowers were
an important product of many schools, particularly those near the
large urban areas. School farms often produce a large part of the
foodstuffs for the dormitory. Supervised farming projects are a
part of agricultural training throughout Japan. Some students
have home projects. The plan has not yet been fully developed
because: (1) land is so scarce that a farm family has to use every
inch of it for production, and (2) scarcity of funds affects the
amount of investment in a project. The school, on the other hand,
has certain capital and land to develop a school farm; so the pri-
mary practical teaching is done there, supplemented by the super-
vised home farming projects. Several interesting experiments ob-
served by the visiting FFA representatives in 1i 7 were the use
of an artificial pond to produce a fish crop, a dairy project in the
northeast region, a nursery for flowers and shrubs near a large city,
and a small peach orchard and a greenhouse in Kyushu. Agri-
cultural experiment stations are available for student observation
as a part of their training.
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In homemaking courses at the upper secondary level, the dream
of some of their in ructors for modern home economics laboratories
is slowly coming true, due in large measure to the cooperation of
school principals, PTA groups, homemaking teachers, and teacher
consultants. The major costs of remodeling school practice kitchens
are borne locally ; in the more prosperous areas remodeling has
been accomplished. Food laboratories came first, then clothing lab-
oratories. Modern laboratories are now installed in about half the
USSa significant development in the mind of a Japanese ob-
server since "home economics has been and still is, to some extent, the
forlorn stepchild in the curriculum of our coeducational schools."'

Recent developments have occurred in vocational guidances at the
secondary level. In November 1953, the Ministry revised the En-
forcement Regulations of the School Education Law, providing that
both LSS and USS shall have vocational counselors. As of De-
cember 1954, the boards of education had formally appointed part-
time consultants (trained teacher-counselors) in 27 Prefectures,
covering a little over half the schools. At present, though some
40 universities provide training required for certification of voca-
tional counselors, there is a shortage of trained personnel in this
field and, as yet, not enough budget for schools to employ full-time
counselors even if they were available.

4 Chiyono Matsushima, Japan's Homemaking Departments, Practical Home Econamica,
33: 12-13, May 1555.



CHAPTER VIII

Special Programs

THE TRADITIONAL CONFUCIAN HIERARCHY of rela-
tionships included a man's obligation to his prince, his rela-

tives, and friends but excluded strangers. The Buddhist religion
generally looked upon physical and mental defects as resulting from
a person's Karmathe cause and effect of previous actions. The
conclusion reached by the Buddha was that "life is painful." Over
the years, his adherents interpreted this conclusion to mean that
there is little which can be done about suffering. These attitudes
delayed the growth of public programs for care of the handicapped
and public welfare activities in general.

Initial Modernization Epoch

Limited Education for Handicapped Children

Problems of the blind, the deaf, the mute, the mentally deficient,
and other handicapped children were more or less ignored by Gov-
ernment in the early years of Japan's modern period. This practice
did not mean that the handicapped children were not cared for
the family system provided warm and tender care. It meant,
however, that education was limited to such informal training as
members of the family could give or vocational trainingas in the
case of the blindin the skills of massage, acupuncture,1 moxa-
cautery, and music. Such occupations were traditional monopolies
of the blind. The first Institute for the Blind and Dumb was
privately opened in Kyoto in 1878 and later taken over by the city.
In 1880, the Government in Tokyo took over an institution for Ale
blind started by 4 Japanese and a missionary from the U. S.

Christian missionaries pioneered schools for the care and. training

I This 1111.thOli of treatment, borrowed from China, is one In Wi lieil the skin Is punetured
with needles. Megacautery Is a counterirritant treatment produced by burning little
11111111111H of the skin.

1 79
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of handicapped children. Institutions such as the Yokohania Chris-
tion Blind School introduced the then latest devices from the West
for special education. The Government often helped finance these
private institutions with grants.

In 1928, a national law was passed making it compulsory for all
Prefectures to establish at least 1 school for the blind, deaf, and
mute. Shortly before World War I1, an ordinance provided that
there should be at least 2 schools for the handicapped in each Pre-
fecture-1 for the blind, and 1 for the deaf.

Ily 1941, us indicated in table 13 below giving statistics on special
education for 1941-57, there were 72 schools for the bilis! and t(; for
the deaf.

Table 13.Statisties on special education: 1941-57

Veer

Schools

Number
of

schools

for the blind Schools for the t.Nif Schools for the otherwise
handicapped

Number
of

teachers

Number
of

pupils

Number
of

schools

Number
of

teachers

Number
of

pupils

Number
of

schools

Number
of

teachers

Number
of

pupils

1941. 72 720 5,485 56 793 6,843
77 750 5, 704 65 758 7,281

1943 79 707 5,920 62 817 8,467
1944 77 800 5,956 64 836 8,421
1945 75 836 5,750 61 806 7,514
1948.... ..... DO 707 4.806 63 755 41, 802
1947. 73 724 4, 921 64 858 7, 238
1948.. ...... 74 884 4,457 64 1,101 7,930
1949.. ..... 70 1.094 4,396 72 1.498 9,964 1 7 89
1950 72 1, 268 5,155 76 1, 835 11, 618/ 3 IA 110
11151. 72 1.493 6, 161 71) 2,099 13.345 3 15 16.5

1952.... . ..... 72 1, 664 7,136 77 2,400 14,784 3 14 171
1953._ 75 1.815 1 7,901 84 2, 617 16, 143 A 31 268

75 1, 911 18,604 811 2.847 17, 555 .5 38 326
1955. 7.5 2, 025 1 9, 090 89 3,036 18, 691 5 38 358
1956.. 74 2.039 1 9,460 90 3, 182 19,505 9 75 610
1957 19, 864 20, 044 1.701

1 Figure includes children who are cr ppled.
Source: For 194156 figures, see: °Mee of the Prime Minister, Bureau of Statistics. Japan Statistical

Yearbcok: 1957 (Tokyo, the Office. October 1957), p. 444-45. Text in Japanese and in English. For 1957
figures, see: Ministry of Education, A Surrey of Japanese Education with Statistics: 1857 (Tokyo. the
Ministry, October 1957), Series No. 1, p. 6.

These schools were of both elementary and middle school grade,
with enrollment limited to children over 6 years of age. For the
blind, the curriculum specialized in music and certain semi-medical
arts. A Japanese modification of braille was used to a limited
extent; for the most part pupils were taught by ear and memory.
In the schools for the deaf, the curriculum was devoted primarily
to drawing, sewing, and the industrial arts such as carving.

In general, education provided in these schools was recognized by
the Japanese as being meager in quantity and quality. It was said
to serve about 50 percent of the blind and about 33 percent of the
deaf children of school age who had been identified up to that time
as needing such training. The partially sighted, the hard of hear-
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ing, and the mentally handicapped were privately cared for in the
family. The national compulsory education laws were not applied
to the handicapped.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

The School Education Law of 1947 made education compulsory
for the handicapped and partially handicapped, including the blind
and the partially sighted. the deaf and the hard of hearing, those
with speech difficulties. and those who were mentally and/or phys-
ically weak. It also required each Prefecture to establish schools
for the blind. the deaf, and for the otherwise handicapped, and
provided that, in addition, schools at the elementary, lower sec-
ondary, and upper secondary levels might provide special classes
and visiting teachers for the separate education of such children.
To insure the education of the handicapped, the protectors (parents
and guardians) were reqIired to send handicapped children to the
regular elementary and LSS or to the special schools set up for
such children aged 6 to 15.

At the same time the law recognized that facilities, teachers, and
materials were inadequate to provide immediately for all handi-
capped children. Therefore, compulsory education did not go into
effect all at once. The law provided that it apply to 6-year-olds in
1948, 6- and 7-year-olds in 1949, and so on until those from 6 to
15 years of age were in school. '1'11e mentally handicapped were
excluded from the compulsory provisions of the law for the time
being.

Many obstacles hampered the implementation of the law: Financ-
ing, shortage of qualified teachers, lack of equipment and methods
for identifying the handicapped, and lack of curriculum materials
and facilities, as well as parental resistance to sending handicapped
children to school, and the traditional attitude that, care of the
handicapped was an individual family concern.

lei pansion of special edacation.A « ,rkshop for 180 teachers of
the handicapped was held in Tokyo during the summer of 1947.
These participants then served as teacher-educators in their own
specialties. Guides dealing with teaching the blind, the (-loaf, and
the mentally retarded were prepared by .a large committee of
specialists.

Provisions for education of the Idirld and of the deaf, though
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recognized as inadequate, were also recognized as better than those
for the mentally and otherwise handicapped. As table 13 shows,
the latter program did not start until 1949. Appropriations were
made and a number of schools and dormitories were built for the
blind and the deaf. Regular public schools began to set up special
classes. Reported by 1951) were 72 special schools for the blind
attended by 5,155 children at elementary, lower, and upper second-
ary levels and 76 schools for the deaf attended by 11,600 children
at the same 3 levels. Reported for the mentally retarded were 3
schools with 110 pupils. In the same year, there were 1,268 teach-
ers listed in the schools for the blind and 1,835 in the schools for
the deaf. There were, in addition, 512 special classes in regular
schools, most of them for children physically weak and mentally
retarded. Two each were provided for the deaf and the blind.

School-lunch progranmIn November 1946, because of generally
poor nutrition following the war and the undernourished condition
of many children in the public schools, officials of the various Japa-
nese Government ministries and of several SCAP sections cooper-
ated in reinstating a school-lunch program.2 At first with released
Japanese military canned food and later with surplus milk and
foodstuffs from the U. S., elementary schools began serving lunches
providing from 300 to 601) calories each to more than 71/4 million
school children, 5 limes a week.

Model school-lunch programs were set up in several Prefectures
with the assistance of local PTA's. Numerous workshops and con-
ferences were held to train school-lunch personnel. A manual was
prepared and distributed by the Ministry to serve as a guide on
nutrition and on procedures for administering the school-lunch
program.

From October 1949 to the end of 1950, United Nations Interna-
tional Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF)" milk was served,
and a school-lunch section was set up in the Ministry. Complete
lunches were made possible by wheat and milk from the U. S.
supplied by Government and Relief in Occupied Areas (GARIOA)
funds. When GARIOA funds for this purpose were exhausted in
1951, the Government of Japan assumed full responsibility for it.

In order to discover the parents' attitudes toward the shool-
lunch program, the National Public Opinion Research Institute in
1951 asked: "Are your children happy or unlisppy with the school-

2 A sehoollunell program was started In Japan In 11132. but It luol been suspended (lur-
ing the war.

3 By United No t Ions General Assembly Itesolu t 1011 802 (vim on October O. 1953, the
name wax changed to l'ollPli Nations ChIldren's Fund t the symbol W1114 retained.
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lar schools, for a grand total of 54,678 children receiving special
education.° The Ministry of Education concludes that even though
the number of schools and special classes is being increased gradu-
ally year by year, "the ratio of the enrolled as against the whole
number of the handicapped school-age children is very low. This
is because there [are] inadequate facilities for the handicapped,
transportation being one, which makes it necessary for them to
postpone their enrollment . . . most of the crippled and mentally
subnormal children are enrolled in public schools. "'

Now beginning to receive special education are the mentally re-
tarded; many still remain within the bosom of the family. Public
sentiment in favor of better care for them at public expense was
frequently reflected in newspaper editorials during 1957. The Asso-
ciation for the Education of the Physically and Mentally Handi-
capped in Japan urged that compulsory education be extended to
all such children.

Revision of child welfare law.In April 1957, the Government
took action. The Diet revised the Child Welfare Law to provide
for the building of Government homes for the mentally retarded
and for continuing aid after such persons reach legal maturity at
age 18. During 1958, the first such home was opened in Tokorozawa
for 100 children. The law also provided subsidies for local public
or private day schools for the mentally retarded.'

A program to bring education to the several thousand children in
tuberculosis sanatoriums also was recently launched. Special classes
of 50 students each were to be set up in 48 sanatoriums to provide
elementary and lower secondary education. These classes were at-
tached to the nearest, public schools from which teachers Were bor-
rowed. The Government pays education and medical costs for these
classes."

Edda/wed nutrition program.The school-lunch program is re-
ported to he on a firm basis. Since 1952, ae Government has borne
half the cost of importing U. S. wheat and the PTA's have paid the
rest. A National School Lunch Law was passed in 1954 providing
Government subsidies for elementary schools that want to improve
their kitchen facilities. By a March 1956 amendment, this law was
extended to cover regular LSS and special schools at the same level.

8 Ministry of Education, A Arvey of Japanese Education with Statistics: 1957 [Tokyo],
tit; Ministry, October 1057), Series No. 1, p. 6.

7 Ministry of Education, Education In 1955: Annual Report of the Ministry of Education
(Tokyo. the Ministry, 1057), p. 33.

8 Japan Timex, April 25, 1057.
8Japart Times, Dec. 10, 1057.
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Courtesy of Ministryof Education

School lunch: Kojimachi Elementary SchoolChiyoda-ku, Tokyo.

Recently the program has begun to be extended to the part-time
USS.

About 60 percent of the elementary students receive school lunches
of some kind; about 7 percent of lower secondary students get them.
The cost averages about 350 yen (97 cents) per month per child for
a meal of about 600 calories consisting of a bowl of hot milk, a
small loaf of bread (larger than a roll), and a side dish such as
curry, stew, or fried fish. During the morning, pupils see a sample
lunch in a showcase.

Kitchens seen on visits by the author were clean and the food
was well-prepared.io Bread was baked on the spot. Students wear-
ing white caps, aprons, and sometimes wearing face masks carried
the food to the class and divided it into portions for each of their
classmates. In the 1st and 2d grades, the teachers did the serving.
Teachers ate with the pupils and the lunch period was a time for
relaxation. For those who cannot afford to pay, expenses often are
defrayed by the kcal government, or the PTA, with the names of
recipients being kept secret.

Besides improvement in the childen's health, children have an
educational experience. They learn about nutrition and hygienic

10 See : Ministry of Education. Education in Japan, Graphic Presentation: 1957 (Tokyo,
the Ministry, 1957), p. 93, for statement that one-fourth of the schools have kitchens
meeting Ministry standards and the National School Lunch Law is aimed at improving
the rest.
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food-handling. They also get to know each other and have a sense
of belonging; differences in economic and social status recede.
Through the PTA, the program also involves the home and the
community. Much of the food purchasing, peeparation, and han
tiling is done by 'mothers, and the PTA often has donated funds
for construction of kitchens.

A 1957 Ministry survey of the physiques of 5 million school-
children showed them to be taller and heavier and to have "better
balanced figures" than their counterparts of 1936. The ht-year-olds,
born soon after the war, showed the greatest gains." No doubt,
these gains can be attributed in part to the school-lunch program
and in part to the general improvement in dietary habits and im-
proved living conditions in recent years.

Asaht Rvening News, June 28, 1957.



CHAPTER IX

Social Education

SOCTAL EDUCATIONthe Japanese equivalent of adult edu-
cation in the U. S.dates from Meiji determination that none

be left in ignorance, regardless of class.

Initial Modernization Epoch

In July 19.29 a Bureau of Social Education was established for-
amity in the Ministry of Education with responsibility for devel-
oping organized educational projects for adults and out-of-school
youth. Its purposes were to fill a need created by the dislocation
of persons and the partial breakdown of the traditional family sys-
tem brought about by industrialization and to improve the national
spirit. Later, the Bureau supported the cause of nationalism and
through it the Government helped to educate the public for com-
pliance with nationalist aims.

The Bureau of Social Education sponsored and worked through
organized groups in society, such as youth, women's, and workers'
groups. Methods included lectures by Government officials sent
from Tokyo, extension courses, traveling exhibits, and museum ac-
tivities. The program originated in the MinistrY, was transmitted
to the Prefectures, and then implemented at the prefectural and
local levels. A number of inspectors were attached to the Social
Education Bureau to supervise the local programs. Prefectures and
cities had parallel social education sections in their departments of
education which cooperated with the Tokyo headquarters and de-
veloped adult and youth education programa for each community.
In small towns and villages, the central Government's programs
were carried on chiefly through the traditional community meeting
which representatives Of each family. attended. Through this means

ties for use by the Government in disseminating directives and
187

Government-inspired social education activities reached into the
very homes of the Empire. Thus was provided a network of facili-



188 JAPAN: THREE EPOCHS OF MODERN EDUCATION

mobilizing activities of citizens not enrolled in schools. During the
nationalist period the army group mobilized social education insti-
tutions for the war effort.

Among the agencies sponsored and subsidized by the Bureau of
Social Education were the nationwide Young Men's, Young Wom-
en's and Women's Associations (YMA, YWA, and WA).

The YMA. enrolled boys on graduation from elementary school
and kept them until they were conscripted at About age 20.1 A
majority of the young men in the town or village belonged, and
the organization acted as a means of inducting young men into
adult society and as a community service agency in time of emer-
gency such as earthquakes, fires, and floods. It leaned heavily on
the local school, utilizing the school plant for its meetings and the
local teachers for its leadership in vocational and physical training.
As the Nation approached the war, the YMA activities became in-
creasingly military, with emphasis on drill under a local reservist.
In later years, these youth groups were amalgamated into one cen-
tralized "control organilation" called the Greater Japan Youth
Associationan agency used by the Government in mobilizing young
people for propaganda, war work, and civil defense activities.

The YWA, a parallel organization for girls, was concerned with
social service, recreation, and training for marriage and mother-
hocid. Girls studied cooking, sewing, and some physiology. This
society was smaller and less active than the YMA, and girls dropped
out of it at the time of approaching marriage.

Both groups were hierarchically organized with some 30,000 units
located in cities, towns, and villages throughout the country. Above
these units were district, prefectural, and at the top, a national
federation as central organ. To the Japan Federation of Young
Men'n Associations and the Japan Federation of Young Women's
Associations, the Ministry of Education annually paid grants-in-
aid for the nationwide program. In 1935, there were roughly 21/2
million boys and 11/2 million girls in these organizations.

Most schools had a school supporters association or a juvenile
guardians association. They were characterized by the same cen-
tralized control from prefectural or national federations. A prin-
cipal function was to raise money to make up shortages in Govern-
ment support of essential school programs or for such extra items
as a piano or sports equipment. Such collections were, in effect, an
additional school tax.

1 Eligibility for membership for 15 years after completion of compulsory education ac-
counted for "youth" aged 30 to 40 participating in YM's and MA's. Later, mature men
and women were found to be the accepted lenders of youth organizations.
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Japan had a public library system as early as 1899, when the
Government enacted a library law.2 Reportedly in 1902 there were
62 libraries; in 1927, some 4,300 of varying sizes. Each library was
separate and independent. Though there was no unified organiza-
tion, the library tended to be a storehouse for precious booksopen
to scholars, not the general public. Librarianship was not regarded
as a career, and librarians received low pay. Financial support
from prefectural governments supplemented by national subsidies
was meager. Public libraries charged admission and a rental for
books and materials. They were not reading and browsing places.
Some contained great collections of the classics. In general, they
were not service institutions for schools or the general public.

Democratization Epoch

The Early Period

On adult education, the If. S. Education Mission commented :
A broad program of adult education is essential to any society that looks

toward the highest development of its human resources . . .

It is recommended, therefore, that the present adult education service
of the Ministry of Education be revitalized, democratized, and given the
prestige of an independent department . . .

Japan's schools, colleges, and universities are a great potential force for
giving impetus to adult education. The holding of evening classes in the
schools, the strengthening of parent-teacher associations, and the opening
of school buildings for discussions and forumsthese are but a few of
the services to adult education which could be offered , . .

The tax-supported public library is another institution which fosters the
spread of ideas .

Public museums provide another opportunity for adult instruction . .

The former organizations for youth were abolished voluntarily at
the beginning of the Occupation. The widespread fear that youth
would succumb to communist appeals at a time of chaos caused the
Ministry to make various efforts early in the Occupation to absorb
them into some substitute overall youth organization under the
leadership of local mayors, teachers, priests, and 'others.

On November 15, 1945, the Ministry set up a new Bureau of Social
Education and sent a notification to prefectural governors on the.

2 Japan Library Association, editor, Libraries in Japan (Tokyo, the Association, 1957),
p. 7.

3 Report of the United States Education Mission to Japan (Washington. U. S. Govern-
ment Printing Mice. 1946). p. 44-46. (Department of State Publication 2579, Far Eastern
Series 11.)
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promotion of social education, urging them to establish prefectural
social education sections and embark upon social education.' One
recommendation was to work through neighborhood associations,
which later were abolished by Occupation authorities. A similar
notification went to the heads of nearly all the schools in Japan
suggesting that they make their school facilities available for social
education in off-times and that they start extension courses.

In the spring of 194e, specialists 'on adult education in CIE began
working with officials of the Bureau of Social Education to plan a
program independent of Government control. Japanese officials
pointed to major obstacles in such a departure: Dearth of meeting
&aces; shortage of leadership; poverty; and lack of a tradition for
independent, private, voluntary organizations. The former youth
school centers for prewar social educational activities were either
destroyed or dilapidated. Who would provide leadership for vol-
untary organizations?

Leadership training, then, was :unong the first needs. Beginning
in 1947, the Ministry, with CIE assistance, inaugurated a nationwide
series of adult education conferences to last 31/2 days at 2 places in
each Prefecture. These conferences, designed to assist leaders of
public and private agencies in developing local programs, were held
annually during the Occupation. From 1947 to 1950 more than a
hundred thousand trainees attended these meetings, including repre-
sentatives of women's associations, youth organizations, PTA's, re-
ligious groups, labor unions, and Government officials, educators,
and newspapermen.5

In 1948, SCAP brought in adult education leaders from the U. S.
as consultants for an Institute for Education Leadership attended
by 90 leaders of women's organizations and managers of citizens
public halls.° Many of the Japanese went back to their commu-
nities and conducted followup programs for local leaders and
workers.

The 'Ministry of Education sponsored annual specialized confer-
ence,4 for prefectural social education consultants to help them de-
velop democratic programs. Many such leadership training insti-
tutes, summer "colleges" for laborers, and workshops for special
groups were held at prefectural, regional, and national levels.

Another need was the strengthening of private organizations sep-
arated from Government. subsidy and control. The national federa-

John M. Nelson, The Adult - Education Program in Occupied Japan: 1946-195O (Law-
rence, Kane., University of Kansas, 1954), p. 125-26. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation.)

5 SCAP. CIE. Post-War Developments in Japanese Education (Tokyo. GHQ, 1952), vol. I,
p. 288.

"See p. 192 for a description of citizens public halls.
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tion of prewar daysthe Social Education Federationwas eor-
ganized. It published materials, sponsored forums, and assisted
local groups on request. The Parent-Teacher Association (PTA),
patterned somewhat after the organization in the U. S., was intro-
duced to replace the School Supporters Association. The Japanese
Youth Association came back into being and was soon active in rural
villages and small towns, taking in youth 15 to 30 as before the
war, but under leaders from their own age group. They resumed
their community service such as disaster relief, road building,
census-taking, fire-watching, and local construction.

,Social Education La'w.7 The legal framework for the social edu-
cation program was established by the Social .Education Law pre-
pared by the BUreatt of Social Education and passed by the Diet
in May 1949. It defined social education as "systematic activities
of education (including physical education and recreation) prima-
rily for out-of-school youths and adults." 8 To encourage local initi-
ative, the law decentralized support and control of social education
programs, placing responsibility for them on local boards of edu-
cation. The Bureau's function was limited to professional and tech-
nical advice and guidance and such financial aid and supplies as
were "within the limits of appropriated funds" to enable local com-
munities to maintain a congenial environment where citizens could
engage in "cultural and educational activities."

A social education section was established in the secretariat of
prefectural boards of education to help implement the program. In
local communities, the law provided for lay social education ad-
visory committees of school principals, representatives of voluntary
agencies, and citizens to advise the boards of education. It pro-
vided for establishment and operation of citizens public halls and
for utilization of school facilities for social education purposes.
Libraries and museums, schools, and halls were included in an inte-
grated program under the jurisdiction of the local board of edu-
cation. The law also prescribed for youth classes, discussion meet-
ings and lecture courses for adults, correspondence courses, audio-
visual exhibits, athletic contests, and artistic groups, according to
local need. Youth organizations and women's associations no longer
were subsidized by the Ministry nor were they under the control of
the Ministry or local public bodies.

Major institutions for carrying on social education were : (1)

For full text, ere: SCAP, Post-Wa Developments in Japanese Education, vol. II,
p. 203-10.

8 Ibid., Article 2, p. 203.
9 Ibid., Articles 3 and 4, p. 203-4.
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Citizens public halls, (2) libraries, (3) museums, (4) film libraries,
and (5) physical education and recreation facilities.

Citizens public halls v,,m, opened as centers for community activi-
ties. They provided citizens of rural fishing and farming villages
with meeting places for study and discussion and for other activi-
ties in their leisure time. Organised antler local boards of education,
they provided communities with opportunity for practising demo-
cratic procedures. The local boards appointed managers and other
officials to devise programs on the advice of the lay advisory com-
mittees to meet local needs.

Often programs recommended were more or less perfunctory and
ceremonial. The townspeople did not rush forward to take advan-
tage of the facilities. Realisation of this situation stimulated plan-
ning on the part of the Ministry and of the prefectural boards .of
education. Leadership workshops were held for personnel in the
secretariats of boards of education and for managers of some of
the citizens public halls. The Ministry set up a list of standards
by Which to judge citizens public halls and annually picked halls
for special commendation. By 1950 a wide variety of programs
was under way, including social education institutes, domestic sci-
ence study groups, agriculture fairs, vocational lasses related to
local industry, instruction in chicken or livestock raising, workshops
for repairing agricultural equipment; courses in English, health
education, flower arrangement, tea ceremony, dressmaking, use of
the abacus; and recreational programs, including the newly imported
coeducational pastime of square dancing. In addition, many citizens
public halls established small libraries.

Libraries.The National Diet Library was organized in 1948 as
the depository for publications in Japan and the headquarters for
local libraries in the country. On petition of the chairmen of both
houses of the National Diet, a representative of the U. S. Library
of Congress and a representative of the American Library Associa-
tion were invited to Japan to advise on setting up the library. They
helped the Japanese in drafting their National Diet Library Bill
Passed by the Diet and promulgated February 9, 1948, to provide
services to: (1) The Diet, (2) executive and judicial branches of
Government, and (3) the public. The Chief Librarian was -ap-
pointed, and the library officially opened June 5, 1948, in the former
.Akasaka Detached Palace.

In 1950, a Library Law") was passed for the purpose of promoting
development of libraries in accordance with the Social Education

10 For complete text, see: SCAP, CIE, Post-War Developments in Japanese Education,
vol. II. p. 221-30.
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Law. Among its provisions were these: (1) Prohibiting the : :barg-
ing of admission fees or other fees for the use of the library mate-
rials; (2) authorizing use by the general public as a means of con-
tributing to their culture and recreation; (3) making librarians
responsible for providing counsel to visitors; (4) stipulating library
cooperation with schools, museums, citizens public halls, and the
like through such services as inter-library loans; and (5) making
libraries responsible for sponsoring and encouraging a positive social
education program, including reading circles, seminars, film show-
ings, and exhibitions. The chief librarian was to be appointed
locally and an advisory library council could be set up to advise
him concerning library service. The library was to be a service
institution for the whole public.

The Library Law was supported by the Japan Library Associa-
tion, which by 1950 reported a membership of almost 2,000 working
to improve the quality of library service in the country. The 1935
figure of 5,080 libraries was reduced to one-seventh that number
when many institutions were dissolved in implementing the Library
Law. Only about 12 percent of the cities, towns, and villages had
libraries so this was recognized as a fertile field for development."
The law stimulated establishment of libraries by local assemblies
and citizens public halls.

The major problem was the lack of trained librarians in spite of
the Library Law requirement that inservice librarians take short
courses of not less than 15 units at selected universities. A library
science course was started in 1951 with the establishment of a pro-
fessional Library School at Keio University, staffed partly by li-
brary specialists from the U. S. selected by the American Library
Association and financed by U. S. appropriated funds. Later the
Rockefeller Foundation provided additional help. Keio University
became the first Japanese university to offer a bachelor of arts in
library science. It has from 20 to 30 graduates per year. Other
universities also instituted library science courses.

Parent - teacher amociation8.A private voluntary organization
concerned with school and adult education was the Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA). It differed from the prewar Supporters Asso-
ciation in being: (1) Voluntary, independent, and democratic; (2)
primarily concerned with the school program and the welfare of
children rather than with raising money; (3) inclusive of teachers
as well as parents; and (4) a forum for the two groups to discuss
mutual problems and sponsor social education programs.

11 Report of the Second United States Education Miaaion to Japan (Washington, U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1950), p. 12.
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There was little need to encourage Japanese parents to take an
interest in their c!iihlren's schools, for education is one of the pri-
mary values of Japanese society. With major changes imminent in
1947, parents were interested in understanding and sharing them.
When new schools at the lower secondary level were formed, PTA's
were started. Soon the abbreviationPTAbecame a household
word. Local schools advertised their PTA by permanent signs at
school entrances.

SCAP advisers from Tokyo and Military Government officers
throughout the country provided help in setting up associations.
They encouraged grassroots development and discouraged formation
of a national federation until local units were able to operate alone.
In the spring of 1948, a nationwide Ministry survey showed that
80 percent of the elementary, LSS, and USS had PTA's."

Since the country was suffering economically from war and in-
flation, school finances continued to be a problem, and the function
of supplementing Government aid fell to the PTA. In2tead of
forced assessments, however, the local membership decided the
method to be used.

Devising an interesting program presented a problem. The Min-
istry produced a series of pamphlets on organization and on pro-
graming and conduct of meetings and made them available to
PTA's throughout the country. The 'Ministry's PTA Committee
produced a Model Constitution and By-Laws for Local Parent-
Teacher Associations.. It posited a democratic organization 'devoted
to the welfare of children and the promotion of adult education
for parents as a means of raising home and community life stand-
ards. Membership Was to he voluntary with members having equal
right; and responsibilities. Teachers, as well as parents, were to
pay dues. Officers were to be elected by secret ballot and majority
vote for a term of 2 years. There were to be no honorary officers
and no forced collections of dues. Each PTA was to be autonomous
and independent.

There was 'temptation to, demand that members make contribu-
tions for school purpOses-L-to purchase window glass for class-
rooms to keep out the cold and to buy other essential equipment.
Military: Government. education officers sought to suggest alternate
fundq.aiSing activities such as bazaars and plays. But money rais-
ing -was necessary; in 1950. PTA's were reported to be contributing
12 percent of the operating expenses of the elementary and 10 per-
cent of the:LSS.

12 Nelson, op.'elt.,.p. 256.
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The National Congress of Parents and Teachers (non-govern-
mental) in the U. S. released its publications for translation and
issuance in Japanese. Pamphlets adapted from them to meet Japa-
nese needs often were printed free or at cost by public-spirited
printers and distributed through prefectural and municipal offices.
A PTA hour broadcast every week on the radio was devoted to a
discussion of PTA problems. Filmstrips and movies were prepared
by Occupation authorities and distributed through prefectural film
libraries. Private publishers began to prepare materials to meet
the growing demand.

At the end of the Occupation, membership in PTA's in Japan
was reported at some 15 million in 35,562 local groups.13 The writer
frequently visited PTA meetings and usually found large attend-
ance and participation by fathers as well as mothers. Parents asked
questions of the principal and criticized the school if they thought
it. needed it. They visited classes and established friendly relations
with the teachers.

General adult education program8.To provide educational op-
portunities for parents of school children, the Ministry (in July
1946) requested prefectural governors to reestablish prewar moth-
ers' classes and this time open them to both mothers and fathers.
They soon became parents' classes subsidized by the Ministry and
operated as extension courses of the elementary and secondary
schools.14

Colleges were reqhested to offer general cultural courses for the
public, to be subsidized by the Ministry at the rate of 500 to 3,000
yen per institution. A 30-hour course to explain the new Consti-
tution V. as started in 55 universities. In addition, prefectural gov-
ernors were urged to encourage each city, town, and village to have
a lecture course on the Constitution in the local citizens public hall
or elementary, school. The Japanese plan for extension education
consisted of separate short-term culture courses initiated by the
Ministry.

The Social. Education Law of 1949 continued the practice of
Ministry-subsidized social education classes as the extension 'pro- .

graM of elementary and secondary schools. 0 ie. or the objects was
to increase citizen interest in and concern fur the schools. New
"community" classes met at least 30 times a year and considered
social and',political changes being effected. The Ministry stressed
the importance of adapting course content to jocal needs. in 1949,

13 Ministry of Education, Education in Japan, Graphic Presentation: 1957 (Tokyo, the
Ministry, 1997), p. 97.

14 Nelson, op. tit., p.:111.
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more than 1 million people attended this program. In 1950, 10-day
national science courses sponsored jointly by the prefectural boards
of education and the Ministry brought elementary science and health
information to the general public.

The Ministry gave nominal subsidies each year to the prefectural
governments to establish cultural courses for laborers. There usu-
ally were about 125 of these courses in the country developed by
prefectural authorities in cooperation with labor and management
and consisting of some 30 hours of instruction and discussion.

Military Government aided in a social education project to instruct
the average citizen in his rights and responsibilities under the new
Constitution and the new laws by publishing a course of 20 lessons
based on the 10th grade textbook : Primer of Democracy. Thousands.
of men and women in 29 Prefectures of Southern Japan took the
course in their local citizens public halls, schools, and temples.
They discussed problems of democracy." Ministry officials, in their
role of public servants, began to get better acquainted with local
problems by participating as advisers in local conferences.

The social Education Law. aimed to mobilize social education
resources into an integrated program by: (1) Placing responsibility
on local boards of education for libraries and citizens public halls
and for adapting adult education to local needs; (2) providing
for lay social educational advisory committees to advise the boards;
and (3) encouraging the use of school facilities for the purposes.
The Ministry's new role was to at standards which local groups
were to meet in order to receive subsidies.

Local groups held forum, panel, and roundtable discussions using
parliamentary procedure and audiovisual aids. Some 1,300 surplus
projectors and films were distributed to Prefectures by SCAP for
use in these adult education programs. All Prefectures now have
audiovisual sections and most have film libraries for loan of films
and projectors in their Prefectures. Tile citizens public halls often
have book collections.

Major problems of the social education program at the end of the
Occupation were: (1) Lack of enough trained leaders, (2) lack of
adequate tax sources for activities suggested, and (3) lack of a
continuing long-term program. National subsidies for these purpOses
were small. In the .1950-51 budget, the item for public libraries
was left out completely.

Demand from an education-hungry populace was great. Hundreds
of public and private agencies were trying to meet the demand with

15 Ronald 8. Anderson, An Adult IldueatIon Project In Japan. School and Society. 71:
338-42, June 3, 1930.
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a variety of programs designed to educate citizens in their rights
and responsibilities in society, to help adults and out-of-school
youth increase their vocational efficiency, and to offer guidance in
use of leisure time.

With the long-standing popularity of youth organizations in
Japan, there was a demand for revival of western-type organizations
absorbed into the Greater Japan Youth Association during the war
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, YMCA, and YWCA. With assistance,
staffs were given the opportunity to receive training, handbooks and
instructional materials were prepared, and contacts were reestab-
lished with organizations abroad, including international organiza-
tions, which cooperated in helping the Japanese.

The Junior Red Cross, originally organized in Japan in 1922, was
reorganized in 1948. With the assistance of a staff from the U. S.
and an Assistant National Director trained in the U. S. on an
American Red Cross scholarship, the Japanese Red Cross enrolled
entire classes of elementary schools and LSS using regular teachers
as corps leaders. It held special work camps and summer con-
ferences to train leaders and organizers in citizenship training,
health and safety promotion, and the fostering of international
friendship. Among the continuing programs are the exchange of
colorful hand-made albums, student art exhibits, and international
gift boxes with Junior Red ...,ross groups in other countries. In
this way school children of Japan share their life and interests with
school children around the world.

A national program of rural youth clubs not unlike the 4-H Clubs
in the U. S. was started by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
Members study agricultural methods ,And seek to improve family
life on the farms. Guidance is provided on a part-time basis by
teachers of agriculture in USS.

The Present Period

Table 14 reflects the social education facilities in Japan as pub-
lished by the Ministry of Education in 1957 and covering the year
1955.

Citizens public halls.In 1957 about 80 percent of the cities,
towns, and villages in Japan had citizens public halls. There were
roughly 8,000 mai& halls with thousands of smaller branches

One citizens public hall in the Prefecture of Aomori, for ex-
ample, held open meetings twice a week where the mayor and his

is Mainicki Shimbun, Nov. 3. 1957. The figure of 35.341 given in table 14. Includes the
smaller branches. some, with n imrt-time manager.
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Table 14.Social education facilities: 1955

Facilities Number of futilities Number of employed
personnel

Citizens public halls
Libraries

35,343
742

39, 642
4,302

Prefectural 105 1,414

Municipal 1103 2,7115

Private 34 183

Museums 239 2, 653

National 35 719

Prefectural
Municipel

201
71

t. 017

Private 113 917

Film libraries 498 1,542

Prefectural 48 2111

Municipal 3115 8411

Private 55 243

Physical education and recreation 1,1158

Prefectural III

Municipal 947

Source: Ministry of Education, kdnenlfon In 1955: Ani1n1 Report of the Ministry of Education (Tokyo
the Ministry, 1957), Part II, p. 38.

constituency discussed village problems. Another in 'Ehime Pre-
fecture stimulated the local citizens to establish an experimental
farm and community shop." Major problems, as usual, were finance
and leadership. The tendency was to look to the central Government
for both.

From the beginning, an activity which was particularly popular
in agricultural sections of the northeastern or Tohoku region but
common to rural areas was the youth class for out-of-school working
youth who wished to continue their education. A Law for the
Promotion of Youth Classes, aiming to "promote working youth's
knowledge and skill in vocations and horse management and to
enhance the level of theii culture," was passed in 1953. It re-
quired municipalities to establish youth classes and granted a
national subsidy for them. By 1955, a total of 17,006 youth classes
were reported to be serving over a million students in 84 percent
of the municipalities." Classes, held either in the public hall or
in the local school, are taught by elementary or LSS teachers for
a period up to 2 years. The largest number of such classes, almost
one -half, are in cooking and infant care. Vocational training for
farm youth' in Opeiltting farm machines and for town youth in
study and Observation of jobs in stores turd factOries come next.
The remainder are practical courses in civics, economics, and general
culture. About 70 percent of the students are under 20 years of
ago, with an almost equal number of boys and girls participating."

17 Yontiuri Eh imbutt,.Apell 29, 1950, on quoted In: Nelson, op. cit., p. 349.
18 Ministry of Education, Education in 1955: Annual Report of the Ministry of Educa-

tion, p. 101.
19 Ministry of Education, EduontiOn in Japan, Graphic Presentation: 1957. p. 103464.
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Citizens public halls have offered social education courses for
adults as well as for youth, in such areas as agricultural improve-
ment and health. In 1954-55, these courses reportedly totaled
36,261 of which 12,511 were formally scheduled courses with some
807,000 regular attendants. Local boards of education held 25,221
general adult courses of which 4,628 were lthig-term, such as the
people's science courses or laborers' culture courses required by the
central Government. The latter enrolled a total of 293,000 stn-
dents.2')

Each year representatives of the halls hold an all-japan. con-
ference. For several years the annual conference has called for the
enactment of a separate citizens public hall law which would require
cities, towns, and villages to establish halls, fix the number of em-
ployees, and set up standards for employment. When local finances
are strained by difficult times, local officials may look on the halls
as a marginal enterprise and a place to retrench. Despite difficulties,
the citizens public halls have been described as "centres for stimulat-
ing new ways of thinking in rural areas." 21

A recent activity of the citizens public halls was an experiment
in rural social education carried on in 64 villages of less than a
thousand inhabitants. Through the cooperation of the Japanese
National Commission for UNESCO, the Ministry of Education,
and the .Japan Broadcasting Corporation; a televised course of 13
lessons entitled "For the Progress of the Farming Village" was
shown to tele-clubs of from 30 to 50 farmers usually meeting in
their local citizens public hall 22 The course aimed at persuading
the farmers to modernize their methods in order to increase produc-
tivity and make life easier and healthier for their families. It
considered such economic and social problems as "Where will the
younger sons, who do not inherit the land, go ?" or. "Why don't
girls want to marry farmers?" -Members of the family, including
farm housewives, attended the courses, sitting on the floor of the
halls in front of the television set. -Theirthey were led in discus-
sion by the local hall manager or a teaCher.,

There are evidenceS. of the impact of' the project in various com-
munities. Most of the participating villages hope to continue their
tele7clubs. Fanners belonging to other halls heard of the experi-
nnent and formed their own tele-clubs: and purchased teleVision sets
for their; halls.. TV manufacturers joined with the::Govermrient

20 Ministry of Education, Education tit Japan in 10.55: Annual Report o.rtie Miniatty of
Edueatfol, p.'102 -103.. : '1

2t Tokio Oga, TV Comes to Rural Japan: Japan Launches Unesco-Sponsored Experiment
In Collective Viewing, Unesco Features No. 237: 0, May 20, 1957.

22 There were about a million sets reported to be in existence in 1959.i Nearly every
town is within range of a TV station. Most farmer-viewers bad not seen teleVision before.
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Tele-club gathered around hibachi: Citizens Public HallOkagami Village, Kanagawa
Prefecture.



SOCIAL EDUCATION 201

to provide tax-free sets at 25 percent below market price. Television
viewing, which had been considered by farmers as a "pastime of
lazy town folk," and not fit for the honest farmer "who has no place
sitting up late," now is spreading in rural areas. It forms a basis
for community discussion.

Expansion, of library services. The commercial bookstore acts as
an informal library, with students standing by the hour reading
books. Supplementing bookstores in 1956 were 725 public libraries
throughout the country, 106 prefectural, 357 city, 211 town and
village, and 51 private libraries reporting a total of 16,696,822
books.23 Additional library resources exist in the schools. The
public libraries are crowded. During examination time, students are
lined up from morning until night awaiting their turn at books they
cannot take home. Free circulation has not been widely accepted
because of fear of vandalism and theft, which reportedly amounts
to some 80,000 books per month.24 Public libraries have 1,670
trained librarians; reportedly they need an additional 4,000 pro-
fessional workers.25

Some of the recent developments of public libraries include :
(1) Bookmobiles to carry library services to the people," (2) ref-
erence service to handle telephone and mail inquiries, (3) children's
rooms in 20 percent of the libraries, and (4) collection and use of
audiovisual materials, film showings, and record concerts.

The 23 CIE Information Centers in N cities serving the surround-
ing areas had a basic collection of from 5,000 to 10,000 books and
from 300 to 600 periodicals. Books and magazines could be borrowed
for home reading. Centers sent rotating book and magazine col-
lections to public school libraries in neighboring communities.
When their original librarians returned to the U. S., some libraries
were turned over to the Prefectures, and the program now serves
several million people annually. Fourteen centers are operated as
American: Culture Centers. Tokujiro Kanamori, head of the Diet
Library, reported to the author that the Japanese are now building
libraries and emphasizing the fact that libraries must serve the
people."

Acting as a service agency to the social education program are
the 408 prefectural and municipal film libraries throughout the

25 Japan Library Association, editor, Libraries in Japan (Tokyo, the Association, 1957),
p. 14.

24 Japan Times, May 28, 1956.
25 Japan Library. Association, editor, op. cit., p. 15.
26 Ibid., p. 16. There are 70 bookmobiles in Japan ; they are regarded as being too

expensive.
27 Interview with the author, May 7, 1957.
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Nation, which have developed as a result of greatly increased post-
war use of audiovisual equipment in schools and communities. They
lend audiovisual materials to schools and halls for educational or
recreational, programs. About 25 percent of, the halls and many
of the schools now have Japanese-made, motion picture and slide
projectors28

The ijibi,stry, prOduces educational films, slides, and records, and
Aiutchase.s . films from private companies for distribution to film
..lib&ries for the use of local groups.
.s. *Alio National. Diet Library consists at present of the Central
..Library, in ternpOrary quarters in the palace and 28 branch libraries
in executive and judicial branches throughout the capital,, together
with 4 collections containing ancient and rare books. As of 1956,
it reported nearly 41/2 million books available for use by the public
in the: library, or inter-library loan, or through copying services.
The .Chief Librarian is authorized to assist prefectural and other
assemblies, Government officials, and librarians in the organization
of libraries. The Diet Library also makes available printed catalog
cards and publications of the library to other 'libraries and in-
dividuals. One service is the publication of a quarteily Periodicals

.Index of magazine articlesthe first venture of its kind in Japan.
Construction began in 1950 an a new and specialized library build-
ing to house the National Diet. Library.

Parent-teachers association trends..-The current trend in PTA's
as observed by a critic from Japan is for the stated purposes of the
organization.to.get buried in other activities and interests. In many
places, the organization was reported. to have become almost ex-
clusively a parents' association. On September 5, 1953, the 11!ainichi
in Osaka warned that the PTA "must establish the principle that
teachers are on an even' footing with parents in proinoting educa-
tion forehildren.t' 29.

The function of the PTA today is similar to that of the Sup-
. porters Association. in .prewar days--Aargely raising money.. The
average monthly dues are a .hundred yen (28 cents) paid by parents
of practically all the children. One survey of 46 elementary schools
in Setagaya Wank 'of 'Tokyo reported that... of the total sum col-

..,lected, the working 'expenses took 20 percent while the remaining
80 percent was devoted to school operating expenses, purchase of
equipment and teaching materials, and grants to teachers for study,

28 See : Ministry of Education, Education in Japan, Graphic Presentation: 1957, p. 92
indicates that 13.3 percent of the elementary and LSS had motion picture projectors, and
881 percent had slide or filmstrip projectors.

29 As translated in Nippon Times, Sept. 5,1.953. .
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Courtesy of Ministry of Education

PTA helping children select library books: Akabane Elementary SchoolMinato-ku
Tokyo.

books, and travel to conferences." In several schools visited by the
author; the PTA had financed the budding of the school auditorium.
Other PTA's built swimming pools, libraries, or classrooms. Mem-
bers also have contributed to the school-lunch program through
purchase and cooking of foodstuffs.

Parents state that the pressure to pay rising dues amounts alniOst
to paying tuitiona violation of the Constitution and of the Funda-
mental Law of Education. Increased assumption of financial re-
sponsibility gives the PTA ,a larger voice in the administrative and
policy-making affairs of schools. This is a distortion, says the
Mainichi, of the real purposes of the PTA which are to prOmote the
welfare of children and serve as a bridge between parents and
teachers.31

The PTA is . an influential group at the local, prefectural, and
national levels. At the local level, other groups influencing the
schoolsthe school board and the teachers union often sCek the
support of the PTA.

Today more than 90 percent of Japan's elementary schools, LSS,
and USS have PTA's and send delegates to municipal and pre-
fectural federations, and the latter send delegates to the National

30 Tokyo Shimbun, May 14, 1957.
31 Mainichi Shimbun [Tokyo], July 17, 1956.
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PTA Federation founded in October 1952. The theme of the 5th
annual convention of the national federation in November 1957
illustrates a concern of the PTA in morals education in the school
and moral guidance of youth outside of school.

Voluntary organizations.Many youth organizations such as the
Japan Youth Association, reportedly with over 4 million members,
and the Junior Red Cross with 600,000 members as of May 1957,
provide programs for youth. Women's organizations, reporting more
than 8 million members, or 31 percent of eligible women voters,
are organized into national federations such as the Association of
Housewives and the Japan Women's Organizations. They have
served in securing rights for women and promoting the welfare
of children.

Japan has social education organizations appealing to many
interest groups, counting membership in the millions. The 'tendency
today seems favorable toward the whole membership meeting 2 or
3 times a yearwith the business of the organization bting handled
by officers who meet once a month or oftener. With the resources
of prefectural audiovisual libraries and with many publications from
the Ministry and from private organizations, the programs are
varied and many are informal. Friendly relations are maintained
with many similar organizations in other countries as a result of
exchange visits. Hundreds of leadership conferences held during the
past several years, reportedly have broadened the base of leadership
for these organizations; though they are federated up the line,
and with national headquarters in Tokyo.

Optimism reported.A recent analysis of a series of community .

studies made by Japanese social scientists looks upon loCal adult
education organizations with measured optimism :

Many communities spontaneously organized groups patterned .on the
best of American and British study and service associations (ranging from
PTA to political-action groups, trade unions, and social service organiza-
tions). These are not as yet important enough to guarantee a change in
popular attltude:4 toward government and social organization, but they
were an encouraging indication of the prospects for future democratic
growth. They may, in short, represent "permanent" devices for introduc-
ing social change.a2

85 John D. Montgomery, Forced to be Free: the Artificial Revolution in Germany and
Japan (Chicago, University of Chicago Preen, 1957), p. 189.



CHAPTER X

In Brief Review

THE RISE of modern education in Japan is a story descriptive
of the people of Japan. Her educational history is largely a

product of her historical heritage and experience. On a traditional
Confucian base, she built for her people an educational structure
where side by side are found both survivals of her past and modern
educational institutions and practices of the present.

Education was made a key to the swift and successful modern-
ization of Japan following the feudal era ending in 18t 8. It pro-
duced the technical skills utilized for building the new government,
industry, army and navy. Japan reached out to various parts of
the western world for technical assistance in modernizing her laws,
her communication and transportation systems, her military services,
and her industries. She turned to the U. S. following the Meiji
Restoration, for aid in developing a modern school system. The
Meij: leaders were evidently convinced of utility in U. S. school-
rooms, equipment, textbooks, teaching methods, and of values in the
spirit behind the U. S. "common schools"education for the needs
of the individual and equal opportunity for all according to ability.

Japan invited some Americans in to help build the new system.
The Government sent some of its own able young scholars to the
U. S. teacher-training institutions to study educational philosophy
and practices and to carry new ideas back to Japan. These became
a basis for teacher training at the Tokyo Normal School.

From other countries, too, Japan absorbed what she considered
best suited to her educational needs. She blended Pestalozzian
child-centered education and other later philosophy with her own
traditional past.

In time, the modern ideas, particularly those of intellectuals and
students, aroused concern among Government leaders; and by 1886,

205
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education stressing the needs of the individual was being replaced
by a system of education primarily designed to serve the State.
Increased emphasis was placed on moral training, and many educa-
tional theorists turned from Pestalozzian ideas to those of the
Herbartian school of German pedagogy. By this philosophy which
they considered more in harmony with their Confucian background,
the Japanese hoped to avoid what they held to be dangers of. utili-
tarianiim : neglect of moral training; and lack of the acquisition
of a 'body of knowledge..

At no time in these earlier years did the leaders seem to lose sight
of their purpose of modernization; that purpose expressed in the
national slogan of the early Restoration, Fukoku Kyohei, "A Rich
Country and a Strong Army."

Meiji leaders reinstated the long-existing body of Shinto and
Confucian ethics, and required it to be taught in the schools. They
canonized the traditional ethics in the Imperial Rescript on Educa-
tion which became the basis for national morals and patriotism for
the succeeding half century through the period of World War

Out of all this, hoWever, the modern institution of an educational
system had been incorporated into Japanese culture, and Japanese
education was more thoroughly Japanese The Ministry of Educa-
tion ..was developed into a highly centralized organ. Through
control of .teacher training, the curriculum, and the textbooks and
through insuring universal study of the core course of morals, based
on the Inipericil .Rescript on Education, the Government molded
thotight to suit national needs, and a high degree of national unity
was achieved.

The .tempo of nationalis was raised ''progressively during the
half 'century that preceded .World War II. The exception to this
movement, :however, was a brief period :following World War I,
When the idealism engendered by the Allies' democratie war, aims
had an impact,on the country's young intellectuals. It was at this
time in the field.:of education that John Dewey-and several of his
interpreters were. invited. to :'Japan and that a. democratic educit
tional philokiphy again' developed among Japan's gchoolinen. Then
with the increasing militariiin during the 1930's, 'the educational
system was more and more ,utilized toward nationalism. As seen
by. the ' edncational chronology in appendix 'C '(p': 217) of this bul=
letin, between '1886 and 1945, JaPan steadily proceeded toward
modernization.,, She competed effectively with other nations in many
fields of endeavor: This was accoMplished despite the fact that
educational opportunity' was unequal, the few going up the academic
ladder to the university and on to positions of leadership while the
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many got literacy and some practical training in order best to serve
the State.

Over the years, Japan has revamped her educational system a
number of times. With the coming of the U. S. Education Mission
in 1946, she turned her schools toward democratization. The Mis-
sion pointed out that its proposals supported "trends already strong
within Japanese educational circles." The Mission's counterpart
group, the Japanese Education Committee, and the U. S. Mission
worked together on the basis of equality.

The Japanese Education Committee weighed the recommenthtions
of the Mission and passed- most of them on to the Ministry to be
cast into a series of bills for the Diet. The basic law thus produced
to take the place of the Imperial Rescript on Education was the
Fundamental Law of Education.

The major aims gf this reform program in education were:
(1) Elimination of militarism and ultranationalism, (2) democrati-
zation, (3) modernization, and (4) decentralization of educational
control. Among specific reforms designed to carry. out these aims
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were included the provision of greater equality of educational op-
portunity through the conversion of the multiple-track into a single-
track system, an additional 3 years of compulsory education, and
coeducation at all levels. To train for intelligent participation in
a democracy, a new content was introducednotably social studies
at the elementary and secondary levels.

The 6-3-3 system, the extension of compulsory educatioh from
6 to 9 years, coeducation, and the introduction of democratic or
ganization and atmosphere to school administration and to class-
roomsall are reforms that have remained. On the other hand,
decentralization and the changes in the content of education re-
quiring general education at secondary and higher levels and social
studies at the elementary and secondary levels have been modified
though the concepts still are being debated.,

During the present period, democratic education has been mod-
ified; it has not been replaced. The essential goals of the new
education system remain : The goal of suiting education to life, the
goal of equal educational opportunity through helping each in-
dividual (regardless of sex) to develop his ability, and the goal of
freedom of speech and action. The schools of Japan are working
to prepare free individual* for ,citizenship in a State which is com-
mitted to deinocracy, a State rich in tradition and modern in outlook.,
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APPENDIX A

Imperial Rescript on Education

Know ye, Our, subjects.:
Our Imperial Ancestors have founded Our Empire on q,basisbroad
and everlasting and have deeply and firmly implanted virtue; Our
subjects ever united in loyalty and filial piety have from generation
to generation illustrated the beauty thereof. This is the glory of .
the fundamental character of Our Empire, and herein also lies the
source of .Our education.. Ye, Our subjects, be filial to your parents,.
affectionate to your brothers and sisters; as husbands and wives be
harmonious, as friends true; bear yourselves in modesty and mod-
eration;' extend your. benevolence to all; pursue 'learning and cul-
tivate arts, and thertlby develop intellectual faculties and perfect
moral powers; furtherMore advance public good and promote com-
mon interest; always respect the Constitution and observe.the laws;
should emergency arise, offer yours3lves courageously to the State;
and thus guard and maintain the prosperity of Our Imperial
Throne coeval with heaven and earth. So shall ye not only be Our
good and faithful subjects, but render illustiious the best traditions
of your forefathers.

The Way here set forth is indeed the teaching bequeathed by Our
Imperial Ancestors, to be observed alike by Their Descendants and
the subjects, infallible for all ages, and true in all places. It is
Our wish to lay it to heart in all reverence, in common with you,
Our subjects, that we may all thus attain to the same virtue.

The 30th day of, the 10th month
of the e3rd year of Meiji.

Imperial Sign Manual. Imperial Seal.
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Number of schools, teachers, and pupils: May 1957

Type of school

Number of schools Number of
teachers

Pupils

Public Private Branch Total Regular Part-
time

Total
number

Per
teacher

Kindergarten 2, 212 4, 271 137 6, 620 28,344 4,188 663,000 23.4
Elementary 22, 825 155 4,108 26, 988 351, 533 1, 875 12, 956, 000 36.9
Lower secondary 12,058 626 938 13,622 195,613 9,818 5,718,000 29.3
Upper seevndary 2,454 922 1, 201 4,577 118, 233 20,013 2, 898,000 24.5
University and Junior 165 335 BOO 46,681 21, 753 642,000 13.7
Junior cage 88 811 169 6,187 6,850 73,000 11.8
Special 172 8 16 196 5,301 322 32,000 6.0
Miscellaneour 2 371 7,145 816 7,516 80,375 81,817 1,081,000 33.6

Total 39,386 6,317 6,800 62, 503 745, 655 57,969 22, 909,000

The number of junior colleges is included in the totals for the colleges.
3 Miscellaneous schools are reported as of May 1956 rather than May 1957. They are not included in the

totals.
Source: Compiled from data in: Ministry of Education, A Survey of Japanese Education with Statistics:

1857 ((Tokyo), the Ministry, October 1957), Series No. 1, 16 p.
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APPENDIX C

Education Chronology of Modern Japan

1868: Beginning of Meiji Restoration. Emperor Meirs Charter Oath of Five
Articles.

1872: Gakusei (Educational System) establishes first modern school system.
1879: Code of Educationdemocratic revision by Tanaka and Murray providing

for Educational Affairs Boards.
1880: Code of Educationnullifies power.of boards ; requires Shushin (Morals),

and makes 3 years of schooling compulsory.
1886: Minister of Education Morl's new codes result in State - centered educa-

tion, Tokyo University being modeled after German universities and 4
years of education being compulsory.

1890: October 30 Imperial Rescript on Education.
1908: Compulsory education raised to 6 years.
1918: University Ordinance recognizes private and local universities.
1935: Youth School Ordinance provides for part-time schools for working youth.
1939: Youth school attendance is made compulsory for boys aged 12 to 19.
1941: The National School'Ordinance makes elementary schools national schools.
1945: July 26Potsdam Declaration defines terms for surrender.

August 15-7-UnConditional surrender of Japan. General Douglas Mac-
Arthur assumes command as Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers, (SCAp)..

September 2Formal surrender of Japanese Empire to the Allied Powers.
October 2SCAP establishes General Headquarters at Tokyo. General

- Ordr. No. 4 defines functions of Civil Information and Education
Section, GHQ, SOAP.

October 22Occupation Directive : Administration' of the' Educational
System. of Japan. ; .

October 30Occupation Directive : Investigation, Screening, and Corti&
cation of Teachers and Educational Officials,

December 10-7-Occupation Directive : Abolition of State Shinto.
December 31Occupation Directive:. Suspension of Courses in Morals,

Japanene History,'.and Geography..
1946: March 30Report of the United' States. Education Mission' to Japan sub-.

mitted ihe,SUPremelCommander.':
April 7-Blission's Reportpublished by Ministry of Education.
May 267,kinistry of Education:distributes Gnide for New Education.
August 10- Japanese Education ReforM Council established.-
September 11=-Natfonal Language Council established.
Octoher 14.Idinistry of Education requires cessation of reading of the

Impefial ROacripf on EdisOation.
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1946: October 9Ministry of Education sends out notification recommending co-
. eduction.

October 28State history textbook: Runt no Agana [Progress of the
Country] was issued.

November 16Japanese Government 'sends out notification limiting the
numberrof Chinese characters.

December 11 Announcement that the school-lunch system is to go into
operation January 1,1947.

1947: March 5PTA's started.
March 31Fundamental Law of Education and School Education Law

are promulgated:
April 2-4-34 school system goes into, effect ; lower secondary schools are

inaugurated.
April 9New courses of study.are'published.
May 3New Japanese Constitution promulgated November 3, 1946, be-

comes effective.
June 8 Japan teachers Union (JTU) is formed at Nara City.
September 2Social Studies are taught for the first.time: .

September 11-Ministry of Education' lOtroduces textbook authorization
system.

1948: February 16-881 basic ChineSecharacters are decided upon for elemen-
tary school. ... -

. .

June 25Elimination of the Imperial Rescript on Education-from school
education: .

July'.15=Board of Education Law is passed.
September-18,-All-Japan,FederatiOn of Student Self-Government Associa-

(Zengakuren):is formed.
..11119: May 31MiniStry of Education Establishment Law and National School

Establishment Law areproinulgateil.
June ]A Social Education is promulgated.
DeceMber 15- Private School Law Is. promulgated.

1950: .April 30Library Law is promulgated:.
May 1.TTU joins the General"COuncil of .Tapanes,: Laborer Unions.
September 22Report of the Second United States Education Mission to

Japan is submitted to the Supreme Commander.
November 7Minister of Education suggests the revival of shushin

(morals). ''
1951: January 4Curriculum -Council, submits a report on morals mho: Mimi to

Minister otEditcation.
January 8 Ministry of Education decides a course in morals shall 'not be

taught.
September 8-7-Peace treaty is signed by 49 countries in San Francisco.
December 24-Treothnnercial.:broadeaating,starts.",

1932: April 28 Peace Treattakes ettect.
J,une 6- Central itidUcatiOnal Council replaces Japanese Education Reform

Council.- !i; ,

1953: August,7Curricillum.Council tenders report on the revision of the social
studies course:.

1654: March 21.1TWo.'edueational bills prohibiting 'teachers'. political:activities
pass the House of Representativ
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1955: September 20Revised Courses of Study are published by Ministry of
Education.

1950: March 0Revision of the 1948 Board of Education Law and passage of
a Textbook Law are proposed in the Diet.

June 2New board law entitled Low Concerning Organizations and
Function of Local Educational Administration is passed ; Textbook law

is not passed.
September 28The first large-scale achievement test in 2 subjects (Mathe-

matics and Japanese) is administered to 220 thousand elementary
and secondary school pupils by the Ministry of Education.

October 1Revision of the Board of Education Law goes into effect, mak-
Inf boards appointive.

October 10Ministry of Education appoints 20 textbook inspectors as a
part of the new textbook authorization system.

November 29Under the Ministerial Ordinance, Education Ministte
(Tchiro Kiyose) appoints the 80 members of the Textbook Authori-
zation and Investigation Council.

1958: AprilIntroduction at the beginning of the school year of a required
course in morals to be given 1 hour a week at the compulsory levels
of schooling ; publication by the :Ministry of a guidebook for the
morals course.
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