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This document is made up of Agenda item

u2--Education of youth in the respect fcr human rights and
fundamental ftcedoms; report of the Fecretary-General; and Agenda
item 92--Ihe picYlems and needs of youth and its participation in
national develcrnent. Agenda itcff 52 included; an introduction;
action taken ty renter states to unsure that young reople are
educated and trought uf. in a spirit of respect for human rights
everywhere and given the cpicrtunity cf nlaying their part in ttie
iNpleftntaticn and rrotection of human tights; and seninats within
the framework cf the program of adivEory Ectvices in the field of
human tights. Agenda itcm 92 contains a brief note by tne
Secretary-General and r ht Fcpert of the.: 'Third Committee.. :n the draft
resolutions, amendments, and recommendations it was agrced that youth
nee' to acct vAues of peace aid humanism, while rejecting
FhilosolhieE contrary tc these
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nocumENT A/7662

Education of youth In the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms

Report of the Secretary-General

1. INTRorcuerros

1. In its resolution XX ent:iled: "F.dtication of youth
in the respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms" which was adopted at its tiventy-fiftit ilenary
meeting on 12 May 1968, the International Conference
on Human Rights held at Teheran, Iran. from 22 April
to 13 May 1968 called upon States to e,isure that
all means of education should be employed to promote
among youth respect for human dignity and for equal
rights of all men and all peoples without discrimination
as to race, colour, language, sex or faidi, and to take
all appropriate measures to prepare youth for social
life, to stinttdate its interest in the problems of the
changing world. and to secure for it an ever-growing
and active share in the life and in the development of
society.

2. On 19 December 1968, at its 1745th plenary
meeting. at the conclusion of its consideration of agenda
item 62 (b) concerning the Conference, the General
Assembly adopted, on the report of the Third Com-
mittee,' resolution 2447 (XXIII) which was also en-
titled "Education of youth in the respect for human
tights and fundamental freedoms".

3. in that resolution, the General Assembly ranted
resolution XX of the Conference and the appeal made

I Ste Ffi'st Art el the fertenfirrat Confers -see ev Iftarocs
Rights (Unitt4 Natesis p-ablication. S'lles Na: EM X1V2).
ft .15.

tSic Otfiriol Peter's of it!, GerFerca rtre,ty.
skirl Sestinol, Atometes, acenda item 62, &turner! .N/7433,
parts. 9S-101 and 157.

1

[Original text: French]
[20 September 1969]

by the Conference to States to take all appropriate
measures to prepare youth for, anf stimulate its interest
in, the creation of a better society. It endorsed the
appeal made by the Conference to States to ensure
that all means of education should be employed so that
youth might develop in a spirit of respect for lament
dignity and equal rights of man, and it likewise rndorsed
the recommendations made in that connexion by the
Conference in its resolution XX, to States and inter-
national organizations.

4. In its resolution 2447 (XXIII), the General
Assembly also requested the Economic and Social
Council to invite the Commission on Human Rights,
in co-operation with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to study the
question of th° education of youth all over the world
with a view to the development of its personality and
the strengthening of its respect for the rights of man
and fundamental freedoms.

5. In the same resolution. the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General:

(a) to arrange from time to time for an exchange of
information on adieu taken by States in their efforts
to ensure that young people arc educated and brought up
in a spirit of respect for human tights everywhere and
given the oppornrity of playing their part in the im-
plemmtation and proteciton of human rights;

(b) to organize, within the framework of the pro-
gramme of advisory services in the field of human rights
and in co-operation with interested Governments.
seminars with the participation of persons specially

Annexes (XXIV) 62 and 92
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qualified in subjects of particular concern to youth,
hicludin youth leaders;

(c) to report to the General Asscnibtv at its Iwent-
fourth session on action taken in inlplenientation of
resolution 2447 (XXIII).

6. This report, which is being submitted Ijy the
Secretary-General in accordance with the General As-
sembly's request, contains an account of action tMen
in inipcnientation of the ahovc-iiient ioiicd resolution

IT. ACTION TA1EN F.V MEMIIFR STATES TO ENSURE
ThAT YOUNG PF.OrLE MF. EDUCATF:n AND IIROUG1IT
UP IN A SPIRiT OF RFSPECT FOR hUMAN RIGflTS
EVEpVWiIFRE ANT) IVEN TIlE OPPORTUNITY OF
II.AVING IIIPIR hART IN TIlE IMPIEMENTATION
ANT) PIlOT FCTION OF hUMAN RIGhTS

7. Ptirsiiaiit to Grneral Assentldv resoliiticm 2447
(XYIIfl. operative piiragrapli 4. the Secretary-General
ad(lrcssed In Mcnber States on 6 March l96) a note
verhale in whcIi lie drew their ott entiati to the General
Asscmldvs reluct that an exchaiige of iiiforivatirm
boTild be orrangcd from time in till 'C. under the

auspices of tile S'cretariat. on action taei by Member
States hi their efTrt to cilsure that voiit'g peopk are
edncaicd an1 brought up in a spirit of icspect for lnmmn
rights everywhere mid ivcii the opportunity of playin.
their part iii the uupeI1)cntation and protection of
hini'n rioht. In order to carry out the tasl entrusted
to hiiii by the Ieneral Assembly n rcsednt!on 2147
(XXI U ', the Seerelarv-Gcnerah rcqueteil Member
States to him with I lie rdeva im info rmatioii
mid ext re"r I tle wi d1 to reecho thin t information
not !aer ib ii Mt Tune 1 )(I), so tint i emnild i.e lIlCOTpO-
rated in hi r -'-t lii the General _einldy at its
t iveimtv- foimri hi c"ion.

. .'\s of 1 Se1lenmbrr l06). twentv-ehht Meiuihor
StalcsAreentmna. flrindo;. flra7il. fliitgaria. CV-
nrtm. C7'cllolov1ia. I)eiim,iark Fctiirlor, 1jiiian'l,
Irance. Imirhia. Iran. Italy. Inpan. Ktiivat. 1io. Mal-

a, T'xico. time Nctherlaud. New 'ealnnd.
Nlrm'rk'. Inni nm Tirilaini. Tn rey. the Uii it-mn of
Sn\kt 5ocj'iiit T eIni!mIic. limp I mniterl 1< ingd'mni of
Gm'e-mt flrjl 'miii umiid Noithmern Ireland anrl the I
5tat" of ;\nF"rjei'liir1 rmrcmvided flit' forinatiomi Vt'-

tcm-h imv 'lie Secret M .fleiietnI iii -nrdamwe whti
Griwrml \emliiv tecduth'mn 2147 (XXIII'). Thk ;n-
fo'nii'tioii i a,imieed to that' niiitieogeaphied veron of
tin' pie cent ?'etmott. Tnfotmimatir.n fiitns!wiI (cm lii" Secre-
tarv.Genornl af'r I Srptrm!wr I"k will b' dretilatefi
iii on odkedmu' to the Vport.

ITT. \CTtON T.mE5"i liv TIlE T"OM1r ANt) tWtit.
,SNT) TIlE Co\tMTsloN X hUMAN Rton'ss.

9. Tn oterathe rmaraerapb 3 of (nera1 Aernh1v
teo-.hi,toii 2417 (\X!Ti't the Veonouiik nmI Sria1
("imoeil -.va roqtie1ed 't i ivs itt' 11w Co,imn'tcckmii on
i y ;, ,i, t Nation
Fdi.e-on-mi. S itfle or I Cultural ()rnntk.n. to
midv tbt' i,lkn of the aon of outh all over

tb uvorid with ew to the dere1omnt of its per-

Tim 4lith'm,i to I1cir ripk. the ('eanmeots of flr,jI ni
h'ntel Siu r'f .\mi4ei a1'm mkcu,ruermt eon1mnin eui.
t'trme'nt'em- iif'r 11100 OIl fl-me fli)t';tfl e'rfcrroi t" iii (tnirt:trmiiv tttu n 2147 (Xxiii). Th't 4xi,ent ma be

'.tmi1j by trmre t'u-t u the Sectet*tht.
1 tnrrvniinn rectiroi trri-, Aimtr1.ii. ("hie. Xot,ia. the

iralimi2yi S,3d St1mt Rtu,Nk M \'umenieia tibs.e.
qixoty cittuttcd 4-cirnerit A17662/A4d I.

son1ity and the streiigtheiming of its respcct for the
rights of man and fundamental freedoms''.

10. At the resumed forty-fifth session of dic' Council.
the Secrelary-Gemieral drew attention to resolutions and
decisions adopted b the General Assembi at its twenty-
third sessuon or recommended for adoption by one of
its Main Committees and which appeared to require
conciderattoii by the Council.

II. The latter category included a draft resolution
rcCOIlltiieuldc(i by the Third ComiiinitteeT and ivhicii was
subsequently adopted by tile General Assenmblv as reso-
htitiori 2447 (XXIII). The Secretary-General quoted
Iii' relevant jmaragraph of the shaft resolution and rec-
ormuenderl that tile Council should, at its resnnied
forty-fifth session, tratistuit the text adopted 1w the
Gemuem al Assenihi to the Coniniission on I Tunian nights.

12, At its resnincxl forty-fifth sessioti the Council
decided, at its lS76th meeting on V) December l9.
to refer General Asseuiblv resolution 2147 (XXIII') to
time Coninuission.

13. TIme Cemmmis.siomi on Ilumnan Rights lund hefcm e it
at it iuvciiiy-flfilm sesjon an aemula item entitled "Study
of tire netion of the education of 'oumthu all over the
iveirli! ft-mr t1W dcv elopniemit of its persoui-iiiiv and
the streiigliieriing of its respect for the rights of maui
niul fiimirla iiieiuiat Ireedonis (reoTntinmi 2447 (XXIII)
of (lie General Asirmtily and decision taken at the
I 7fiihi mccl imic of the }cOIlflmiliC arid Social Council on

l)ecenihcr l9')".
14. Auistrhi, ('Idle. Finland mmmi huidi.-t sumhniitted a

draft resolution' to tin' ('onutnission.
1 . During thit' dirnsson of the item a the twen tv-

flfthi session of tin' ('onuilissiomi, nucmnbers agreed in
I lic'i recnrnjtion of the particular importance and ur-
eui'l' (if the (luest ion. The COIIuIuIisSinti was only aIde

to devote a sbort inuie to it at that sessiomi ann considered
:'it it di'! not inve sufEckimt uunl erial for the thorough
stimrhv h hioiuld hiavo nual' tuirher Gm'iieral Assenihlv

ion 21 I (XX 111). The Comnmisirm cmnsimlereml
that it cmabt however, take the ueeesarv steps to start
the st uid and detne its general direction. The four-
¶mower ii raft n'solumt ion, expressing that desire, therefore
ehici.'mb uinnui inlou s support.

1r,. In tlit' eo1ure of the discussion at the twenty-
(ftlm ce"inti of thut' Cnuuiiiissir.iu, many simeakers referred
to thit' unre't nflhicihig ,miodr'rn rmnthi 'r.actkailv all
over hut' world, ;mnsl hiqnire.1 into ts posihle nnses

rid remmueslies. Sonic called t a spotutariecuiS. tinny-sided
aim! almost umnn'crs.il revolt Iwnouneumon and feared that
in sonic eacy's mlktimrhance uiiighl lead to viobenc. Various

csw in it a form of tehelhion againstthe ma-
ferialisni of a coTisumnlng scielv and a m1eve1cmpin police
Stoic, a reaction aeainst an Miunman wend where
i-mrinciptes enntradkted realities, the exitrescion of a need
for renewal and authenticity, or indeed an access of
awarcne's Oii(i an aAtrniatioui of the rights of youth.

17. onn' reptecetltatvcs held that strCss s!uoidcl be
laid on voutthi pnt(kin.ation since they discerned among
ttie eon-mplex entices of the tinted a conmnion factor in the
desire of youth to parikipate nre fully in political.
eeoncmnik'. sciaI and cult mural affairs, both n'mIinnahlv and
inttrnatioiallv. and to interene in dcecicmns which
afIretesi tiem dreetly.

F'tjZl.t t)Mt I.
S See )rd,7 ccergh ci rId' ('rmt,rdJ .'se,r'P-?i-. T-trvfl;f

,Ssmi, *cp1 jIcm tc, d'."etwnrt Af7l,t3, Inra. l,tr mtivtI.
See Om'L'F Rtt'rIt t'f tt' Fr"pem- fl.i .c-yi (m"**cil,

Fv-se!i Scegi'i, 4eunl(nt IP42I. pus, 4Q.



Agenda items 62 and 92 3

18. Some members of the Commission pointed out
that youth filled an increasingly larger place in the
national life of countries because of its numbers and
potential. In the developing countries, in particular, a
large proportion of the population was under twenty-
one. Everywhere, particularly through the lowering of
the voting age, the political power of youth was growing.
Nevertheless, economic conditions often aroused in youth
anxiety for its future. The opinion was expressed in
the Commission that the employment problem was
largely at the root of the present student confrontation.

19. It was emphasized during the discussion of the
item that, whereas some young persons opposed pro-
gress, at any rate in certain forms, others worked to
promote it. It was pointed out that the behaviour of
youth was not only negative, and it was thought that
attention should be given to its constructive aspects.
such as the progressive youth movements which acted
positively in defence of the interests of youth all over
the world and of the cause of peace and international
understanding. It was considered important to ensure
that those movements were neither hindered nor re-
pressed.

20. The Commission generally considered that by
any reckoning the present upsurge expressed a healthy
enthusiasm and vigour which ought to be guided in
a positive direction. Thus, it was pointed out that youth
could play a most effective part as an agent for the
promotion of human rights. In face of the infringements
of human rights, to which youth was by nature sen-
sitive, perpetrated in the modern world, the moment
seemed particularly opportune for engaging the atten-
tion of youth and' channelling its action. It t'as also
said that in their awareness young people refused to be
satisfied with theoretical and verbal solutions but de-
manded concrete action,

21. It was declared that in order to obtain the
desired results it was necessary to make education en-
courage among youth respect for the ideals of peace.
tolerance and friendship between pee-pies in the spirit
of the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of
the Ideals of Peace. Mutual Respect and Understanding
between Peoples, adopted by the General Assembly on
7 December 11:65. Youth must also be taught to reject
ideologies founded on colonialism. racism. apartheid
and nazism, since those ideologies lead to flagrant and
massive violations of loiman tights. Other delegations
said that youth should not merely reject such ideologies
but should actively condrt them. Some members said
that educational programmes could he usefully based
on international instruments such as the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants on Human Rights, the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, the Uni'ed Nations Declaration on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Racial Diecrimination and the
International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination. Some representatives
felt that in considering the development of personality
mentioned in General Assembly resolution 24I
(XXIII) it was obviously necessity to forbid any in-
terpretation of those words to mean an exaltation of the
nazi or racist lust for power.

22. The representatives who took part in the discus-
sion emphasized that the Commission should adopt a
realistic approach to the study requested of it and deal
with the problem in a practical way in co-operation
with all the bodies or organintions concerned. The

view was expressed that directives should not merely
be given to youth, but that a dialogue should be en-
couraged with young people. Reference was made to
the importance of seminars in that resnect. It was
suggested that the Commission might also consider
whether the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
should not be modified to give youth a place in its
own right and not merely, as was at present the case
in articles 25 and 26, in the context of the family and
of education. In addition, it was pointed out that on
the agenda of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission
there were other items, such as the study of discrimina-
tion against persons born out of wedlock, which directly
concerned certain categories of young people and there-
fore those items were not to be neglected.

23. Attention was drawn to the need for concerted
action in that field in the interest of maximum effective-
ness. Within the framework of the technical com-
missions whose activities were co-ordinated by the
Economic and Social Council, the Commission for
Social Development, as well as the Conois.sion on
!Ionian Rights, was already dealing with certain aspects
of the problem. In addition, tt was pointed out that the
contributions which the regional economic commissions
might make were not to be neglected. The Commis-
sion the Status of women was involved, in
view of the important role of women throughout the
whole educational process. With regard to the whole
range of activities relating to youth undertaken by all
the organizations operating within the framework of the
United Nations, it was felt that the Council should
seek way.; of better co-ordinating those activities which
were specifically concerned with education on human
rights questions and those which, on a more general
plane, were designed to meet the needs and aspirations
of youth.

24. At the 1037th meeting of the Cononissioo orn
Truman Rights, the representative of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organintion stated
that UNESCO. which since its foundation had devoted
a large part of its efforts to the education of youth in
the respect for human rights, would give its full support
to the Commission in the task which it had been invited
to undertake. The proposed study entailed a delimita-
tion of the problems to be examined and a definition
of the terms "youth" and "education" contained in
resolution XX adopted by the International Conference
on I Inman Rights and in General Assembly resolution
2447 (XXIII). Accordin to the UNESCO repre-
sentative, the term "youth' should not be interpreted
in too restrictive a sense so far as age groups were
concerned: the same applied to the concept of educa-
tion which, in the context of modern life, tended to be
considered as a continuous. integrated process which
was carried on beyond and outside the normal school
curriculum. As to the scope of the study to be under-
taken, the General Assembly resolution invited the
Commission to n beyond a mere recapitulation of what
was at present being done in that field and to arrive
at a recommendation on what should he ilone. On the
subject of the concept of youth. the UNESCO repre-
sentative drew the Commission's attention, as being of
possible use to it in its task. to a very general classifica-
tion of the different elements of which youth was com-
posed. which had been proposed in the Report on
Youth' submitted to the UNESCO General Conference
M its fifteenth session. He observed that the teaching

Ill'nited Nations E4ncational. Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganiration, &moment IS C/65 res., dated 21 October 15'6$
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of human rights had not yet been given very high
priority in the world as a whole. The main difficulties
encountered derived, in his view, from the lack of
preparation of teachers and educators and from the
shortage of suitable teaching materials. To help in-
terested Governments to introduce such teaching in
their school programmes, UNESCO was making quali-
fied experts available to them upon their request. In
addition, the teaching of human rights presented prob-
lems of teaching and psychological methods. Certain
principles had already been formulated and some
methods had been tried out successfully, tl us enabling
useful conclusions to be reached in that respect.
UNESCO had, moreover, been preparing since 1951,
in co-operation with representative organizations of the
teaching profession, studies and surveys designed to
determine which methods should be followed in the
teaching of that subject, and the -esults of those research
activities had been published in various pamphlets which
had been given wide circulation. It should be noted,
in addition, that the Intonational Conference on Public
Education had adopted, at its thirty-first session in
July 1968, a recommendation which provided, in par-
ticular, that education in international understanding
and respect for human rights should be conceived and
organized as an integral part of school studies, each
discipline effectively contributing, by appropriate means,
to a general co-ordinated and continuous programme
which should be developed from year to year. Finally,
UNESCO was planning to draw up an international
instrument, in the form of a convention or recommenda-
tion, which would deal with the actual zontent which
should he given to education for promoting love of
peace, international understanding and respect for human
rights. Apart from its research activities, UNESCO
was also playing a direct role in the teaching of human
rights. It had, for example, established as early as 1952
teaching programmes dealing with both international
understanding and human rights. which were now
applied by several hundreds of schools in more than
fifty countries. At the university level, where action up
to the present had been mainly directed towards promot-
ing the teaching of international law, consideration
should now be given to special teaching programmes
onm human rights. Homan rights teaching at all levels
should be complemented by extra-mural activities, which
provided a large number of young people with the
only opportunity they had to familiarize themselves with
the subject. Those attivities, which took on extremely
varied forms youth chums and centres, fx.opless univer-
sities. wide unions, etc.should be adapted to meet
the needs of the categories of young people participat-
ing in them and to lake account of the particular con
ditions in each country. The UNESCO representative
said in conclusion that if it was recognized that the
education of young people was one of the indispensable
conditions for achieving respect for human rights and
for the development of youth, it should also be rec-
ognized that rmy education would be meaningless and
of doubtful value if those in authority did not make
real efforts to put the principles which a. -e being
taught into practice.

25. The Commission at its 1039th meeting adopted
without opposition the four-Power draft resolution, As
Orally revised during the debate.

26. Resolution 20 (XXV), entitled "Study of the
question of the education of youth all over the world for
the development of its personality and the strengthening
of its respect foe the rights of man and fundamental

freedoms", adopted by the Commission on Human
Rights, read as follows:

[For the text of the resolution, see Official Records
of the rsonomic and Social Council, Forty-sixth Ses-
sion, document p. 193.]

27. At its forty -sixth session the Economic and
Soci1 Council considered the report of the Commission
on Human Rights on its twenty-fifth session.9

28. The Council, in resolution 1425 (XLVI ), adopted
on 6 June 1969, took note of the report of the Com-
mission.

29. In pursuance of resolution 20 (XXV) of the
Commission, the Secretary-General in a letter of 14
July 1969 requested the Director General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion to transmit to him the report requested by the
Commission and expressed the wish that the report
should reach him not later than 15 November 1969,
so that it could be circulated to the Commission sonic
time before the opening of its twenty-sixth session.

30. In two notes verbales dated 22 July 1969, one
addressed to Member States which had supplied in-
formation in accordance with General Assembly resolu-
tion 2447 (XXIII) and one addressed to Member
States which had not done so, the Secretary-General
referred, inter alia, to operative paragraph 4 of resolu-
tion 20 (XXV) of the Commission and requested all
Member States to forward to him not later than 15
October 1969 information on educational measures
taken by them to ensure the development of the per-
sonality of youth mid the strengthening of its respect
for the rights of man and fundamental freedoms.

31. In accordance with the provisions of the same
operative paragraph of resolution 20 (XXV) of the
Commission. the Secretary-Ge:.eral, in a note verbale
dated 22 July 1969, also requested information from
States which were not Members of the United Nations
but were members of the specialized agencies.

32. The following were also requested to supply in-
formation to the Secretary- General in accordance with
operative paragraph 4 of the same resolution: the
United Nations regional economic commissions, the
United Nations Economic and Social Office at Beirut,
the International Labour Orga..isation, the Food and
Agriculture Organization o' the United Nations, the
United Nations Children's Fund, the World Health Cr-
ganitation, the Council of Europe, the Arab League.
the Organization of American States and the Organiza-
tion of African Unity.

33. In accordance with the same operative paragraph
of resolution 20 (XXV) of the Commission. the Secre-
tary-General, by letter dated 21 July 1969, also re-
quested information from a number of interested non-
governmental organizations in consultative status.

1V. SFNITNARs THE

PROGRAMME OF ADVISORY $FRVtCFS IN THE FIELD
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

34. In a ote verbale dated 12 Aurust 1969 the
Secretary-General drew the r.gtentkn of the Govern-
ments of Member States to a number of resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights
and the Commission on the Status of Women at their

0 fcial Records of The reortorrik tel Socio1 Cordica.
Forty-sisti Set inv, document E/4611.
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1969 sessions which had a bearing on the programme
of advisory services in the field of human rights. lie
referred specifically to General Assembly resolution
2447 (XXIII), ii, which the Secretary-General was
requested to organize, within the framework of the
programme of advisory services in the field of human
rights and in co-operation with interested Governments,
seminars with the participation of persons specially
qualified in subjects of particular concern to youth,
including youth leaders. lie also drew attention to the
provisions of operative paragraph 6 of resolution 20
(XXV) of the Commission on Human Rights.

35. The Secretary-General has not so far received
any invitations from Member States in comr..xion with

62 and 92 5

the organization of seminars on any of the problems
relating to the question of youth and human rights.

ANNEX

,formation communicated by 31cmbcr Slates in
accordance with General Assembly. resolution 2417 (XXIII)

The inforinatioil received from Argentina, Barbados, Brasil,
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Crechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland,
France, India, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Laos, Maldives,
Malta, Mexico, the Nethe.lands, New Zealand, Niperia, Ro-
mania, Thaland, Turkey, the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the United Stales of America, is contained in the
annex to the mimeographed version of the present document.]

DOCUMENT A/7680/REV.1

The problems mid needs of youth and its participation in national development

Note by the Secretary-General

1. The item concerning the problems and needs of
youth and its participation in national development was
placed on the provisional agenda of the twenty.fon.th
session of the General Assembly in accordance with
Economic and Social Council resolution 1407 (XINI).
In order to facilitate the consideration of this item by
the General Assembly the Secretariat has distriouted itt
document A/C.3/613 a preliminary report which was
prepared for the Commission for Social Development
(E/CN.5/434) and was revised in the light of the
views expressed in the Commission for Social Develop-
ment at its twentieth session° and in the Economic
and Social Council at its fort -fifth session," and taking
into account comments and suggestions received from
the regional economic commissions, the united Nations

"Aid., document E/4620 and Corti, tiaras. 43-60.
11 Set Oeial Records of the General Assembly, Twenty third

Session, Supplement No. 3, paras. 401-4(5.

[Original text: English]
[26 September 1969]

Economic and Social Office in Beirut and the specialized
agencies concerned.

2. The following documents may also be consulted
in relation to this item:

"Programmes of international action relating to youth :
note by the Secretary-General" ;12

"Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the
Secretary-General: note by the Secreary-Gen-
eral";"

"The mobilization of public opinion for the Second
United Nations Development Decade" :"

Fconomic and Social Council resolution 1414
(XLVII) entitled "Utilization of volunteers in
United Nations development projects".

" i'./4t86 and Corti and Add.l.
13 17,1663.
14 if.C.i41/1,11; 5te section III (.1) on the invokcment

youth.

Docoirm A/7724

Report of the Third Committee

1. 1 NT ROIAT VON

1. At its 1758th plenary meeting. on 20 September
1%9, the General Assembly allocated to the Third
Committee agenda item 62, entitled "Education of youth
in the respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms: report of the Secretary-General" and agenda
item 92, er,itled 'The problems and needs of youth
and its participation in national development".

2. Item 62 was placed on the agenda of the twenty.
fourth session in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 2447 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, on
education of youth in the respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms. Item 92, a new item before
the Assembly, was placed on its agenda in res ponse to
Economic and Social Council resolution 1407 (XLVI)
of S June 1%9, on long-term policies and programmes
for youth in national development.

[Original text: English]
(23 October 1969]

3. The Third Committee at its 1649th meeting
decided to discuss these two items jointly in a single
general debate, followed by the consideration of draft
resolutions. The Committee discussed the items at its
1650th to 1661st meetings, held between 29 Sef tember
and 8 October 1969.

4. The Committee had before it :
(o) A report of the Secretary - General on action

taken in implementation of General Assembly resolu-
tion 2447 (XXIII) on the education of youth in the
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms
(see above. document A/7662), including information
on that subject communicated by the Governments of
twenty-eight Member States" in accordance w:th reso-
IttCon 2447 (XXIII) ;

Is Incarnation subsequently received from five additional
Governments is contained in document A/7662/Add.1.
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(b) A preliminary report of the Secretary-General
on long-term policies and programmes for youth in
national development (A/C.3/613) ;

(e) Chapter IX, section I; chapter VIII, section C;
and chapter XI, section I, of the report of the Economic
and Social Council (A/7603). which dealt with the
Pa.° items in question;

(d) A note by the Secretary- General on item 92
(see above, document A/76SO/Rev.1).

IL DRAFT RESOLUTION AND AMENDMENTS

5. At the 1658th meeting, a draft resolution relating
to both agenda items was introduced by Cyprus on
behalf of Canada, Cyprus. Denmark, Greece, India,
Japan. Laos. Pakistan, Romania and Yugoslavia
(A/C.3/11660) : at the 1660th meeting, a revised
version of the draft was introduced by Cyprus on
behalf of the sponsors mentioned above, as welt as
Chile, Costa Rica, Ghana, Iran and Sweden (A/C.3/

660/Rev.I and Rev.I/Corr.I ), which were subse-
quently joined by Austria, Ecuador and Nicaragua
(A/C.3/1-1660/Rev.1 /Add.1).

6. Amendments were submitted by Algeria ( /C.3/
1-1( 6I ) to part A of the draft resolution; a revised
version (A/C.3/(.1661/Rev.1) was later also sponsored
by Congo (Brazzaville), Guinea, Mali and Zambia
A/C.3/1-1661/Rev.1/Add.1) and sub -amendmerts to

the revised draft resolution were submitted by Spain
(A/C.3/1-1(i65) and, orally, by Iraq.

7. Other amendments were submitted by the De-
mocratic Republic of the Congo (A/C.3/1-1662) to
part 11; the Sudan (A/C.3/1,1663) to the preamble
and part A; and Italy (A/C.3/1,11)64) to parts A and
11. Oral amendments were submitted by the Byelonts-
shn Soviet Socialist Republic to part It Jamaica to
part 11; the Netherlands to Fart 11; the United Arab
Republic to Part A: and Venezuela to part B; and
informal proposals were made by several other delega-
tions.

S. The draft resolution svonsored by Canada. Cy-
prus, Denmark, Greece, India, .1apan, Laos. Pakistan,
Romania :Intl Yugosla%ia (A/C.3/1..1660) read as
follows:

"The General Assembly.
"Receing the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, the huanational Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights, the Declaration
on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of
Peace. Mutual Respect and Understanning between
Peoples proclaimed by the General Assembly on 7
December 1%5. as well as, inter did. General Assem-
bly resolution 2447 (XXII) of 19 December 1968
on the education of youth in the respect for human
tights and fundamental freedoms, and the Economic
and Social Council resolution 1407 (NINO on
long-turn policies and programmes for youth in
national development,

"Recognising the great contribution that the con-
cern and action of youth for world peace, justice,
progress and human tights can make to the realiza-
tion of the goals embodied in the Charter of the
United Nations, and welcoming the views of youth
on these subjects,

"Rtettgnitinf Prther the importance of co-ordinat-
ing the activities and programmes relating to youth

among the United Nations organs and the specialized
agencies concerned,

"Noting the ideas relating to youth expressed by
the Secretary-Goneral in the introduction to his
annual report on the work of the Organization,"

"Noting further the impact of the unprecedented
development of science and technology on the needs
and aspirations of youth,

"Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-
General (A/7662 and A/C.3/613),

"Pcsirous of devising new methods through which
the enthusiasm and the energy of youth might be
more effectively directed towards the spiritual and
material advancement of all peoples,

"1. Reaffirms the provisions of its resolution 2447
(XXIII);

"2. Notes with attreciation the report of the
Secretary-General (A/7662) ;

"3. dtteds to youth to affirm solemnly its full
faith in international law and in the principles and
ohjectives of the United Nations Charter which aim
at the realization of world peace, human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

"4. Recommends that full advantage he taken in
1970 in connexion with the activities relating to the
commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the United Nations and the observance of the Inter-
national Education Year to give effect to the pur-
i.oses of this resolution ;

"a. Recommends further that appropriate use be
made of resources of the United Nations programme
of advisory services in the field of human rights for
the achievement of the purposes of the present resolu-
tion and that in this respect a regional seminar on
youth be organized if possible in 1971.

..11

"I. Endorses Economic and Social Council
resolution 1407 (NIX!) and notes with appreciation
the report of the Secretary - General (A/C3/613) ;

"2. /6 commends that Governments formulate
national youth policies in order to ensure a more
co-ordinated r,pproach to meeting the needs and
aspirations of yonth;

"3. l loiter recommends to GOVCrIttitentS that dur-
ing the Second United Nations Development Decade
youth should be given an appropriate opportunity
to participate in the preparation and implementation
ed natkual (level/mm.1u plans and in programmes of
international co- operation

"4. Repasts the Secretary- General and the special-
ized agencies engaged in various studies and pro-
grammes on the problems and needs of youth and
its participation in national development to identify
separately the problems and needs of youth in the
developed and developing countries;

"s. Urges the early completion of the studies
undertaken by the Secretary- General and by the
specialized agencies concerned;

"6. Repasts the Secretary-General, in connexion
with the study being prepared in atcordance with

1$ 0 Seist Reath. of 1,-e Gemerel Assonbly, Tteemb-folgrih
Session, SitfrIempst No. 1.3.
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resolution 1407 (NIA71) of the Economic and Social
Council, to consider further the ways and means
through which the United Nations can best serve flu;
objectives of the present resolution, in particular the
measures to be taken to establish channels of contact
with youth and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its twenty-fifth session."
9. The amendment submitted by Algeria (A/C.3/

1..1(61) called for the insertion of the following para-
graph between paragraphs 2 and 3 of part A :

"3. Requests the Secretar -General and the
specialized agencies to take necessary measures to:

"(a) Undertake with all appropriate means the
education of the youth of countries still under colonial
and foreign occupatbai in order to accelerate the
exercise of the right of self-determination of their
respective lands;

"(b) Ensure that education in the countries refer-
red to in the above sub.vragraph shall be undertaken
with full respect of national, religious and linguistic
traditions of the indigenous population, and that its
nature shall mot be altered for political purposes ;",
10. The amendment submitted by the Democratic

Republic of the Congo (A/C.3/1-1662) was to replace
paragraph 6 of part II, by the following paragraph:

"6. Requests the Secre;ary-General, in connexion
with the study being prepared in accordance
resolution 1407 (XI.VI) of the Economic and Social
Council, to consider further the ways and means
through which the United Nations can best serve
the objectives of the present resolution, in particular,
to consider the possibility of granting non-govern-
mental organization stains to youth assemblies with
a view to achieving a better knowledge of the aspira-
tions of youth and a better orientaticit of United
Nations activities, and to report thereon to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its twenty-fifth session."
Ii. The amendments submitted by the Sudan

(A/C.3/1..16(63) were to replace the second prcambular
paragraph, by the following text

"Recognising the important role of youth in the
promotion of world peace, justice, social progress.
human rights, and in the realization of the goals
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations:"

and tc add in paragraph I of part A. after the words
"resolution 2417 (XXIII)" the words "on education
of youth in the respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms. in particular, by continuously exposing
the evils of colonialism, at orAcid, racism and neo-
colonialism",

12. At the 16(0th meeting, Canada, Chile, Costa
Rica. Cyprus. Denmark, Ghana, Greece, India, Iran,
Japan. l.aos, Pakistan. Romania. Sweden and Yugosla-
via, subsequently joined by Austria, Ecuador and MCP -
raglia, submitted a revised draft resolution which took
into account some of the amendments submitted and
informal suggestions made during the discussion. This
revised draft resolution (A/C.3/1-1660/Rev.1, Rev.1/
Corr.! and Rev.I/Add.1) read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling, inter alio, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the international Covenants on
Human Rights, the International Convention on the
Llimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and the Declaration on the Promotion Among Youth
of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Under-
standing between teoples,

"Recog»izing the important role and contribution
of youth in the promotion of world peace, justice,
social and economic progress and human rights, and
in the realization of the goals embodied in the Charter
of the United Nations, and welcoming the views of
youth on 'these subjects,

"Recognicing further the importance of co-ordinat-
ing the activities and programmes relating to youth
among the United Nations organs and the specialized
agencies concerned,

"Noting the ideas relating to youth expressed by
the Secretary-General in the introduction to his
annual report on the work of the Organization,l'

"Noting further the impact of the unprecedented
development of science and technology on the needs
and aspirations of youth,

"Taking into account the responsibility of the
family in the education of youth in the respect for
human rights acid fundamental freedoms,

"nesirous of devising neW methods through which
the entlinsiasnt and the energy of youth 'night be
more effectively directed towards the spiritual and
material advancement of all peoples,

"1. Peoffirous the provisions of its resolution 2447
(XXIII) of P1 December 1968 on the education of
youth in l' e! respect for human tights and funda-
mental freedoms;

"2. Take:: note with aptreriation of the report of
the Secretary-General (A/7662) containing the
replies of Governments concerning education of youth
in tIA, respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms and invites Governments which have not
yet done so to reply thereon before the twenty-fifth
session of the general Assembly;

"3. //Vat( to youth to anion solemnly its faith
in international kw awl :11 the principles and ob-
jeetives of the United Nations Charter which aim
at the realization of Nvothl peace. friendh relations
and co-operation among States, human rights and
fundamental freedoms:

"4. invites the attention of Governments to their
responsibility for maintaining a policy consistent with
the principles of respect for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms and of the effective struggle for
peace and justice and for the elimination of colo-
nialism and apartheid, thus safeguarding inter olio,
the faith of youth in these values;

"5. Recommends to the Secretary-General that
appropriate use be made of resources of the United
Nations programme of advisory services in the field
of human rights for the achievement of the purposes
of the present resolution and that in this respect
regional seminars on youth be organized as early
as possible;

"6. Recommends to Governments, the Secretary-
General and the specialized agencies concerned to
ensure a greater involvement of youth in the ac-
tivities relating to the commemoration of the twenty -
fifth anniversary of the United Nations and the
Observance of the International Education Year.

peg

"1. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1407 (XLVI) of 5 June 1%9 relating to long-

I? Ibid.



a cenezat Assembly'Tworii,fotortli Sc..,sionAnnexes

term policies and programmes for youth in national
development and notes with appreciation the Secre-
tary-General's preliminary report on that subject
(A/C.3/613);

"2. Recommends that Governments formulate
national youth policies in order to ensure a more
co-ordinated approach to meeting the needs and
aspirations of youth;

"3. Further recommends to Governments that
during the Second United Nations Development
Decade, youth and youth organizations should be
given an appropriate opportunity to participate in
the preparation and implementation of national de-
velopment plans and in programmes of international
co-operation;

"4. Requests the Secretary-General and the special-
ized agencies engaged in various studies and pro-
grammes on the problems and needs of youth and
its participation in national development to identify
separately the problems and needs of youth in the
developed and developing countries and suggest pos-
sible solutions accordingly;

"5. Invites the attention of Governments, the
United Nations organs and the specialized agencies
concerned to the nerd for ensuring to youth equality
of opportunity both in the access to education at all
levels and to employment ;

"6. Urges the early completion of the studies or.
youth being undertaken by the Secretary-General, in
lenticular the study being prepared in accordance
with Economic and Social Council resolution 1407
(XIX!) and those included in the work programmes
of the specialized agencies concerned:

"7. Requests the Secretary-General, in connexion
with the study referred to in paragraph 6 above, to
consider further the ways and means through which
the United Nations can best serve the objectives of
the present resolution. in particular the niCa5nto In
be taken to establish channels of communication with
youth and international youth organizations. and to
report thereon to the General Assembly as early a;
possible.
13. The amendments of the Sudan (A/C.3/1-1663)

to the second preambular paragraph and to paragraph
1 of part A of the original draft resolution were with-
drawn at the 1660th meeting.

Anrendmenis to part 4 of the revised draft resolution

14. The amendment of Italy (A/C.3/L.1661,
para.l), introduced at the 1660th meeting, was to insert
in paragraph I, between the words "resolution" an i
"2447 (XXIII)" the words "2445 (XXIII) and tes-
lution".

15. The tevised amendment introduced by Algeria
at the 166th meeting (A/C.34-1661 illev.11 and
later co-sponsored by the Congo (Braze-Mile), Gui-
nea, Mali and Zambia (A/C.3/I...1661/Rtv.1/Add.11
called for the insertion of the following paragraph
between paragraphs 2 and 3 of part A :

"3. elffirrne that it is important to undertake all
necessary measures to:

"(o) Promote by all appropriate means the educa-
lion of youth in the coufitnes and territories still
under colonial and foteifn occupation ith a new
to expediting the extrse of their tight of self -
determination, in accordance with the relevant resolu-
tions of the United Nations ;

"(ii) Ensure that education in the countries and
territories referred to in sub-paragraph (6) above
is undertaken in complete respect for the national,
religious and language traditions of the indigenous
population and that its nature is not altered to serve
political purposes;".
16. The sub-amendment of Spain (A/C.3/!..1665)

to the reeked Algerian amendment (A/('.3/1e1661/
Reel) introduced at the 1660th meeting, was to replace
in sub-paragraph (a) the words "exercise of their right
of self-determination" by the words "process of their
decolonization". It was withdrawn at the 1661st
meeting.

17. The oral sub - amendment of Iraq, submitted at
the 1661st meeting, was to delete in sub-paragraph (n)
of the five-Power amendment (A /C.3 /L.1661 /Rev.l
and Rev.1/Add.1) the words "exercise of their right
of self-determination in accordance with the relevant
resolutions of the -United Nations" and to substitute
for them the morns "process of decolonization, libera-
tion and self-determination in accordance with the
relevant United Nations resolutions". This was accepted
by the five sponsors.

18. The oral amendment of the United Arab Repub-
lic to paragraph 4 of part A of the revised draft resolu-
tion Rev.1 /Corr.1 and Rev.1/
Arld.1), presented at the 1660th meeting, was to replace
the Words "colonialism and apartheid" by the words
colonialism, racism, dearth: id and all similar policies".
This was taken into account by the sponsors of the
rcviecd draft resolution in their further revisions.
announced at the 1661st meeting. The words "colo-
nialism and apartheid" were replaced by "colonialism,
racism, atarthrid and similar policies".

19. In respect of paragraph 5. Cyprus. on behalf
of the sponsors, stated at the 1661st meeting that
despite a request to change the words "regional semi-
nars" to "international seminars" they had derided to
retain "regional seminars": the provisions of General
Assembly resolnlion 2447 (XXIII) which had re-
quested the Seeretary-General to organize "seminars
with the participation of persons specially qualified in
suhjectc of particular concern to Mouth. including yeutli
leaders" would not be affected by this pew text and
under their terms the Secretary-General would still be
encouraged to organize, if possible, seminars on an
international basis.

Am-ammo to part 11 of the reviled draft resolution

20. The Venezuelan oral amendment, introduced at
the 1660th meeting, was to reverse paragraphs 2 and
3 of part II so that they would read as follows:

"2. Particularly recommends to Governments that.
taking into account the Second Development Decade,
youth and youth organizations be given appropriate
opportunity to participate in the preparation and
implementation of national development plans and
in programmes of international co-operation;

"3. Recommends that Governments, in formulating
national development policies, ensure a more co-or-
dinated approach to meeting the needs and aspira-
tions of youth ;".

This amendment was partly taken into account by the
sponsors of the revised draft resolution in further
revisions announced at the 166Ist meeting. In para-
graph 2 of part B of the draft resolution, the words
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"in order to" were d lctcd and the word "formulate"
was replaced by "in formulating". In paragraph 3, the
word "especially" was inserted before the word
"during".

21. The oral amendment of the Byelorussian SSR
to paragraph 4 of part 13, introduced at the 1660th
meeting, was to delete the words "in the developed
and developing countries" and replace them by the
words "according to different countries and groups
of countries". This amendment was not pressed to a
vote.

22. The oral amendment of Jamaica, to paragraph 5
of part 13, introduced at the 1660th meeting, was to
add at the end of the paragraph the words "as well
as to the need for ensuring increased opportunities in
both fields". This mlment was taken into account
by the sponsors of the revised draft resolution in
fuither revisions announced at the 1661st meeting.
The words "equality Of opportunity" were replaced by
"equal and increased opportunities".

23. At the 1660th meeting the representative of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo withdrew his amend-
ment (see para. 10 above), on the understanding that
the words "international youth organizations" in para-
graph 7 of the revised draft resolution related to all
such organization which were truly representative,
whether or not they had consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council.

24. The Italian amendment to part B (A/C.3/
L.1664, para. 2) was to add after paragraph 7 a new
paragraph 8, reading as follows:

"Requests the Economic and Social Council to ask
the Commission for Social Development to consider
at its twenty-first ses and the Commission on
Human Rights a' its twenty-sixth session, the report
of the Third Committee to the Plenary of the
(;;Hera] Assembly at its twenty- fourth session on
education of youth in the respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms and on the problems of
youth and its particileition in national development.
and to study and make recommendations in their
respective fields, on the various ways and means
proposed in the Committee for strengthening and
Enlarging international action on youth problems."

This amendment was withdrawn at the 1661st meeting.
25. The oral amendment of the Netherlands, in-

troduced at the 1660th meeting, was to add at the end
of part 11 a new paragraph, reading as follows:

"Further requests the Secretary-General to devote
special publication to this resolution which should

contain the full text of the resolution accompanied
by concise and clear explanatory notes, in order to
give youth all over the world the opportunity for
study and comments."

This amendment was withdrawn at the 16("Oth meeting
in the light of a statement made by the representative
of the Secretary-General.

111. DEPATF

A. Ethseotion n1 Iouth fn At rested for humou rights
and budouteutal freedoms

26. Most representatives drew attention to the
existence of unrest among youth, unrest which was
international and sometimes revolutionary in character,
and wondered whether the United Nations could con.
tribute to finding solutions to it by making a sustained
effort to understand the problems of special concern

to the young generation and find out the causes of
kgitimate dissatisfaction among them.

27. It was asserted by several speakers that the
justified pride in achievement with which mankind
marvelled at scientific and technological progress some-
times failed to take into account that these achievements
had not been matched by progress in ensuring respect
for the accepted norms of human i,gins. They pointed
out that the contemporary world was also a world of
the atom bomb, wars of aggression, refugee camps,
poverty, discrimination and racism. Human rights had
for many remained a largely theoretical realm, and the
virtues of generosity, sacrifice and altruism were often
reflected more in words than in deeds.

28. Some representatives drew the attention of the
Committee to the rase of under-privileged youth in
big industrial cities who lacked confidence in a better
fuiare. For the young people concerned, the only hope
lay in greatly improved opportunities in education
and employment.

29. It was pointed out by many representatives
that, irrespective of certain extreme attitudes, young
people, whether in the developed or in the developing
countries, had opted on the whole for a positive
political orientation.

30. In that connexion, certain representatives con-
tended that the problems in the industrialized countries
and in the developing countries could not be imcd
as one, since in the forme,' case the resentment mani-
fested by youth was mostly directed riga' .st the ma-
terialism of a consumer society, while in the latter case
the cause of discontent often stemmed from ronmints
of colonialism and discrimination.

31. There was general agreement regarding the
important role of education if human rights and i,m-
damental freedoms svere to be respected. Many speakers
attached prime importance to educational r6artn. It was
particularly stressed that children shonld be ought the
concept of human rights in primary, 3.1:1 secondary
schools. Universities and other institutions of higher
learning. in particular, should help to increase know-
ledge of and respect for, human rights through research,
teacl,ing and discussion. Some delegations referred
favonrably to the ideas relating to youth expressed by
the Secretary- General in the introduction to his annual
report on the work of the Organ:ration.lit

32. Some representatives noted that the approach
to the question of the education of youth in the respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms shield be
diversified, for the needs of socialist countries were
unlike those of the capitalist countries. In all cases,
however, young people must be educated in a spirit cf
peace. mutual understanding and opposition to any
peorviganda tending to promote racism or racial or
religious intolerance.

33. With regard to the educational process, some
speakers stressed the importance of the family as the
natural and fundamental group unit of society.

34. Many speakers voiced their concern for the lack
of communication between the United Nations and the
world's youth, and it was widely klt that ways should
be sought to establish greater contact between the
Organization and genuine representatives of the younger
generation.

While most representatives recognized that the
task of educating young people in the spirit of human
rights and fundamental freedoms was an obligation

11114.
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of the State, it was also stressed that the mere fact
that the problem was the subject of serious research
and discussions in the United Nations and in the
specialized agencies evidenced its international character.
It was generally felt however, inadvisable to formulate
too precise a course of action for youth until coin-
inutile:mon and consultation channels had been estab-
lished, since to confront young people with decisions
taken in their absence was likely to alienate them.

3G. Many representatives warned against the dangers
of adopting a paternalistic attitude towards young
people and expressed the hope that the United Nations
would speak to youth in its own language. Any pro-
gramme for youth should proceed from consultations
with those in daily contact with young people : youth
leaders, teachers and social workers. If communication
was to be reciprocal and the dialogue genuine, young
people must be heard and helped to formulate their
criticism.

37. In this connexion, many speakers agreed that
the United Nations must not plunge into enterprises
which were inadequately prepared or which were based
on an over-simplified view of the issues involved.

38. Several representatives thought that at the
present time there was no need for any further declara-
tion on youth, stressing that the immediate need was
for deeds and specific proposals.

39. Some members of the Committee commended
the idea of organizing a world youth assembly within
the framework of the celebration of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the United Nations ; they urged that, if
that assembly was held, the relevant items ander discus-
sion in the Third Committee should be put on the
assembly's agenda and the reactions of young people
should be taken into account.

40. It was generally believed that one of the most
appropriate and practical means to achieve the establish-
ment of a dialogue between the United Nations and
young people would be the organization of seminars
under the programme of advisory services in the f,eld
of human rights at which representatives of youth
organizations could participate.

41. In essence, most representatives agreed that
young people could be catalysts for change precisely
because of their refusal to accept the established order
and because of their desire for innovation. The Com-
mittee recognized also the great contribution that youth
everywhere, with its enthusiasm and energy and its
concern for peace and justice, could make to the
realization of the ideals and purposes of the United
Nations.

13. The problems and needs of youth and its participation
in national development

42. In discussing the problems and needs of youth
and their participation in national development, several
representatives pointed out that youth was not a homo-
geneous entity and that their problems were not
separate from those of society in general. Many repre-
sentatives indicated differences between the situation of
youth in the developing world and in the industrialized
countries. They also analysed the goals and the methods
of youth protest and action; and they emphasized the
difficulties of, and the need for, creating a vocabulary
of dialogue between the generations. Noting that young
people should not be at the periphery of action, certain
speakers urged measures to strengthen youth participa-
tion in political life, including lowering the age of
voting and facilitating the access of young persons to

public office, assuring the right to freedom of association
and demonstration and the right to belong to world-
wide youth organizations. Several representatives also
analysed the nature of youth's discontent with present-
day education and advocated structures for youth par-
ticipation in the making of policy on the ain.s, content
and methods of secondary, university and out-of-school

.cation.
43. Many members of the Committee urged that

priority at the national level be assigned to the right
to work and the problems of unemployed youth and
that more attention be given to young people in the
World Employment Programme of the ILO. They
cited problems of health, social equality and the harmful
aspects of the current "youth culture". Many speakers
also urged special attention to the needs of young
persons involved in war against their will, those living
in societies where apartheid was a way of life, and
those still living under colonial domination or foreign
occupation. Several representatives reiterated the im-
portance of the analytical study in depth of the situation
of youth called for in Economic and Social Council
resolution 1.407 (XLVI) and urged that such study
reflect an inter-disciplinary approach, the ideas of
young pople and their organizations, and the contrihn-
tion of different socio-economic systems to the solution
of problems.

44. In considering youth action in development, many
members of the Committee pointed out that with youth
as activists in development, national goals were more
readily attainable but caution should he taken to ensure
that youth would be treated as full human beings and
not merely as producers. It was pointed out by sonic
speakers that in helping to meet the needs of developing
areas, the youth of the industrialized countries found
a constructive purpose. The point was made by a few
speakers that the developing countries should exercise
caution in accepting volunteer help from industrialized
countries, since such help might have political implica-
tions. It .vas widely agreed, however, that in addition
to their contribution in professional life and occupations,
youth could assist development in a variety of ways.
Many speakers noted with satisfaction the intention
of the United Nations to convene a conference on the
participation of youth in the Second United Nations
Development Decade. Several representatives

1444welcomed Economic and Social Council resolution
(XLVII) calling for a study of the feasibility of
setting up an international corps of volunteers.

45. There was general agreement that if nations
were not to be deprived of the contribution of their
qualified youth, they should formulate cross-sectoral
youth policies to meet the needs of youth and assure
their participation in development. Youth policies be-
longed within national plans, and there should be not
only long-term planning but short-term emergency mea-
sures as well. Planning machinery should include
provision for inter-ministerial co-operation and for youth
part;o4ration. Priority in the years just ahead should
be given to education and employment.

46. The Committee considered the importance of
youth questions within the United Nations system, and
it was agreed that this subject should be periodically
reviewed in the Third Committee. It was suggested
that the United Nations and its specialized agencies
should carry on a continuing dialogue with young people
themselves. Creating such a dialogue required initiative,
for young people were not, in general, waiting for the
message of the United Nations. It was pointed out
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that the present channels for dialogue were not suffi-
cient and that more opportunities for communication
with youth were needed.

47. Members of the Committee generally agreed
that there should be more youth participation in the
activities of the United Nations, even if that involved
a revision of present practices and procedures and
the development of new ones. The importance of it'
chiding youth in delegation to United Nations meetings
was stressed, and the appointment of more young staff
members was advocated. It was felt that there should
be closer co-operation with the international youth and
student organizations whether or not they had con-
sultative status with the Economic and Social Council.

48. The Committee reiterated the need for concerted
international action on youth affairs and took note
of the note by the Secretary-General on programmes
for international action relating to youth"' submitted
to the Economic and Social Council at its forty-seventh
session.

IV. VOTING

49. At the 1661st meeting, the Committee voted
on the revised draft resolution (A /C.3/L.1660 /Rev.!
and Rev.I/Corr.1 and Rev.1/Add.1), as further revised
or9lly by the sponsors at the same meeting and on
the renAning amendments thereto. The sponsors ex-
plained that the reference in the fourth preambular
paragraph to the "ideas relating to youth expressed by
the Secretary-General in tl-e introduction to his annual
report on the work of the Organization" was meant to
apply to all such references in that document. The
voting was as follows:

(a) The preamble was adopted by 71 votes to none.
(b) The Italian amendment to paragraph 1 of part

A (see para. 14 above) was adopted by 36 votes to
none, with 43 abstentions.

(r) Paragraph 1 of part A, as amended, was adopted
by 71 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.

(d) Paragraph 2 of part A was adopted by 98 votes
to none.

(e) The amendment submitted by Algeria, Congo
(Brazzaville), Guinea, Mali and Zambia to part A, as
orally revised (see paras. 15 and 17 above), was adopted
by a roll-call of 89 votes to 1, with 9 abstentions, and
became the new paragraph 3 of part A. The voting was
as follows:

In favour: Afghanisi.,r, Algeria, Argentina, Austra-
lia, Austria, Barbados, Belf.,:uni, Botswana, Bulgaria,
Burma, Byelorussian 'jet Socialist Republic, Canada,
Ceylon, Chad, Chile, Clin,4, Congo (Brazzaville), Cy-
prus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon,
Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, In-
donesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Lesotho, Li-
beria, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines,
Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uru-
guay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia.

19E/4686 and Corr.1 and Add.l.

Against: Portugal.
Abstaining: Bolivia, Brazil, Central African Repub-

lic, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Costa Rica, Is-
rael, Ivory Coast, Nicaragua, Peru.

(f) The original paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 of park A,
as orally revised (see para. 18 above) were adopted
by 89 votes to none, as paragraphs 4 to 7 of part A.

(y) Part B, as orally revised (see paras. 20 and 22
above), was adopted by 87 votes to none.

(Ii) The revised draft resolution as a whole, as
amended, was adopted by 92 votes to none, with 1

abstention.

Recommendation of the Third Committee
50. The Third Committee therefore recommends to

the General Assembly the adoption of the following
draft resolution:

YOUTH, ITS EDUCATION IN THE RESPECT FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, ITS PROBLEMS
AND NEEDS, AND ITS PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

The General Assembly,

Recalling, inter alia, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human
Rights, the Intel national Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the
Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the
Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding
between Peoples,

Recognicing the important role and contribution of
yowl in the promotion of world peace, justice, social
and economic progress and human rights, and in the
realization of the goals embodied in the Charter of
the United Nations, and welcoming the views of youth
on these subjects,

Recognicing further the importance of co-ordinating
the activities and programmes relating to youth among
the United Nations organs and the specialized agencies
concerned,

Noting the ideas relating to youth expressed by the
Secretary-General in the introduction to his annual
report on the work of the Organization,"

Noting further the impact of the unprecedented de-
velopment of science and technology on the needs and
aspirations of youth,

Taking into account the responsibility of the family
in the education of youth in the respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Desirous of devising new methods through which
the enthusiasm and the energy of youth might be more
effectively directed towards the spiritual and material
advancement of all peoples,

I
1. Reaffirms the provisions of its resolutions 2445

(XXIII) and 2447 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968
on the education of youth in the respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms;

2. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on that subject (A/7662) containing
the replies of Governments concerning the education
of youth in the respect for human rights and funda-

20 Official Records- of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth
Session, Supplement No. M.



12 General AsremblyTtent).fourtli Sessior Alinews

mental freedoms and invites Governments which have
not yet done so to reply thereon before the twenty
fifth session of the General Assembly ;

3. Affirms that it is important to undertake all
necessary measures to:

(a) Promote by all appropriate means the education
of youth in the countries and territories still under
colonial and foreign occupation with a view to expedit-
ing the process of decolonization, liberation and self-
determination in accordance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

(b) Ensure that education in the countries and ter-
ritories referred to in sub-paragraph (a) above is
undertaken in complete respect for the national, re-
ligious and language traditions of the indigenous popula-
tion and that its nature is not altered to serve political
purposes;

4. Appeals to youth to affirm solemnly its faith in
international law and in the principles and objectives
of the United Nations Charter which aim at the realiza-
tion of world peace, friendly relations and co-operation
among States, human rights and fundamental freedoms;

5. Invites the attention of Governments to their
responsibility for maintaining a policy consistent with
the principles of respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms and of the effective struggle for peace
and justice and for the elimination of colonialism,
racism, apartheid and similar policies thus safeguarding,
inter alia, the faith of youth in these values;

6. Recommends to the Secretary-General that appro-
priate use should be made of the resources of the
United Nations programme of advisory services in
the field of human rights for the achievement of the
purposes of the present resolution and that in this
respect regional seminars on youth should be organized
as early as possible;

7. Recommends to Governments, the Secretary -Gen-
eral and the specialized agencies concerned to ensure
a greater involvement of youth in the activities relating
to the commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the United Nations and the observance of the Inter-
national Education Year.

Docurneni Aro.

A/7603

II

1. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1407 ()M) of 5 June 1969 relating to lung -
term 1:olicies and programmes for youth in national
development and notes with appreciation the Secretary-
General's preliminary report on that subject (A/C.3/
613) ;

2. Recommends that Governments, in formulating
national youth policies, should ensure a more co-or-
dinated approach to meeting the needs and aspirations
of youth;

3. Further recommends to Governments that, espe-
cially during the Second United Nations Development
Decade, youth and youth organizations should be given
an appropriate opportunity to participate in the prepara-
tion and implementation of national development plans
and in programmes of international co-operation;

4. Requests the Secretary-General and the special-
ized agencies engaged in various studies argil programmes
on the problems and needs of youth and its participa-
tion in national development to identify separately
the problems and needs of youth in the developed and
developing countries and suggest possible solutions
accordingly ;

5. Invites the attention of Governments, the United
Nations organs and the specialized agencies concerned
to the need for ensuring to youth equal and increased
opportunities both in access to education at all levels
and to employment ;

6. Urges the early completion of the studies on
youth being undertaken by the Secretary-General, in
particular the study being prepared in accordance with
Economic and Social Council resolution 1407 (XIX' )
and those included in the work programmes of the
specialized agencies concerned;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in connexion with
the study referred to in paragraph 6 above, to consider
further the ways and means through which the United
Nations can best serve the objectives of the present
resolution, in particular the measures to be taken to
establish channels of communication with youth and
international youth organizations, and to report thereon
to the General Assembly as early as possible.

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

At its 1792nd plenary meeting, on 28 October 1969, the General Assembly
adopted by acclamation the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee
(A/7724, para. 50). For the final text, see Official Records of the General Assem-
bly, Twenty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 30, resolution 2497 (XXIV).
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