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The national libraxry, its8 role and position within the
general system of library service and proapeots for its further
development, is among the most urgent prodblems in the theovry
and practice of Soviet librarianship. Its urgency stems fxrom
a number of oircumstanoces,

First of all, the V.I.Tenin 8tate Idbrary of the USAHR,
atter forty-five years of operation as the national library
of the Sovlet Union, has grown to be the ocountry's greatest
library as well as one of the largest libraries in the world,

Ta 1969, its atook oonsiated of more than 25.5 million
physical vdlumes. growing at & rate of 700,000'volumea per
annum, The ‘library has 22 reading rooms with a total seating
oapacity of 2570. It will acoomodate up to 10,000 readers daily,
The library maintains interlibrary loan relations with 5000
Boviet and 270 foreign libraries which receive from it 270,000

publicdvions eévéiy year. The reference service provides 430,000
written and verbal bibliographio references por annua, Some 200

publicetions to a total volume of 1000 quires go off the press

every year. Further quantitative growth of the library's aotivi-
ties may threaten the quality of its servioe to readers, because
the library tends to beoome nn-.unwioldy,'unianngoublo organism,

Beoondly, in oontrast to many other national librartos.-thn
funotion of methodological guidance of the country's litrariol
has emerged as a prominent feature of the Lenin Idbrary's aoti-
vities, .

By virtue of tbis funotion it is o0losely linked with all
other libraries, and the qualitative level and general trend of
its own work are drought to bear on their operations more

Iiﬁ:aobivoly.
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Thirdly, thanks to the national pollioy of Soviet SBtate
whioch is aimed at the oodéehenaiva'deveIOPment of its oconsti~
tuent national oultures, every Union republic now has a national
library of its own. All of them rank with major national libra-
ries of other countries, and even oonsiderably surpass them in
many respects, such as readership, oiroulation eto. Thus, acoor-
ding to the 5969 data,twelve of.thése libraries have holdings
exceading two million physiocal volumes (among them three - the
Byelorussien, Georgien end Armenisn national libreries - hold
mo7e than four million volumes)i annual attendance vaxies from
120,000 to 580,000 persong , and oixroulation of books, fxom
525,000 to 2,240,000 in each library. Idke the Lenin Idbrary
on a country-wide plans, these libraries aoct as methodoldigiocal
centres for libraries in their respeotive Union xrepublics and
exert great influence on the general level of libraxry sexvioce.

A national library being essentially a research lidbrary,
its developﬁont is inherently conneoted with the development
of soience. The reason is that soientifio progroaé always reats
on previous achdevements of human intelleot, recorded in the
1iterature of solence whioh acoumulates in libraries.

A oharaoteristioc feature of ocontemporary soience is the
oconstanf;ly growing integration of its individual parts, whioh
in turn leads to their further differentiation.

The integration and differentiation prooesses direotly
affeot printed puhlications --and honce the make-up of lidbrary
oolleotions - and the nature of réadora' interest in spooial
literature. .

Q
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Differentiation results, in part#pulaf. in the growth of
litexaturs on highly specialised topios whloh eitremely oonl~ .
plicates aoquisition of foreign books for the national library
as a universal library: oatohing the necessary books and jour-
nals in the tremendous f£low of speoialised publiocations becomes
an inoreasingly diffioult task.

Integration . . stimulates | :the growth of materials in
adjacent and synthetio soiences. Their selection presents as
many or even more diffioulties 2or the library.Integration of
solences manifests itself also in the spaclialisation profile
of today's soientist., Along with being a subjeot speo;alist,
he ias obliged to be knowledgeable, if only superfiolally, .
about the essentials of other sciences. An interesting faoti
80 great is the "hybridisation" of specialists that, paradoxi-
oally, prediotions oan he heard that the 21at century will be
a oantury of new renaiseance when universal socientists will
take place of narrow specialists.

Indeod, sclentific readers are known to_display over more
interest for publications in related, or even seemingly dis-
tant, branches of golencs, This is ovidgnood by reader and user
needs studies whioch bdeoome a standard practice in libraries of
many oountries. To oite British data, satisfying readers!'
requests for literaturezin their immediate speciality makes
up a mere half of the overall volume of servioces provided by
research libraries, the rest of the requests falling on adjacent
areas of knowledge. Findings of the analytioal study being
conduoted in éhia oounbry under the direotion of the M.Ye.Sal-
tykov-8hohedrin State Public Iibrary indicate that up to 50

ERIC
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4,
per cent of readers take interest in liferature on £ringe
subjeots and that these subjeots make up moxe than 30 per
oent of the total volume of requests.

It 18 quite evident that requests foxr literature in
partioulsr fields of kncwledge con be most fully met by an
appropriate special library, while adjacent topics and
complex problems are much better represented in the collec-
tions of a universal library.

Thus, differontiation and integration of solences, ope-~
oialisation and "hybridisation" of the contemporary research
worker accord with the tw6 basic types of research libraries,
namely special and universal libraries. Neither is capable of
oingly providing quhlicy.aervioe to the present-day sclence.
Henoe tho inevitable conclusion: satisfaction of the needs of
the contemporary reader-a research scientist or speolalist -
is possible only through the concerted and complementary
effort of both types of libraries. In other words, solence
1tself dioctates the nocessity of a syastem of coordinated 1lib-
rarien,

The role of the national library gaaiunea a speoial signigis
cance in this context. The thing is, coordination and cooperation
of libraries require a degree of centralisation. On a nation-
wide soale, the one library whioh is best eduipped to perfora
suoh oentralised funotions will be most certainly the national
lidrary, whioh has the richest ocollections and reference appa-
ratus, adequate finanoial support and trained sataff,

Therefore, when trying to outline prospeots for develop-

ment of a national‘librany against the background of soientifio
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progress, and defining its tasks in serving the soclentific,
industrial and artistic communities the national library,
with all its uniqueness, should be viewed not separately
but in organioc interrelationship with other libraries of the
cbuntry, ﬁithin their general framework.

The systems approach of this kind seems %0 offer new
insights into abpeots of the present stato and furthor deve-
lopment of national libraries. Such an attempt was made in the
USSR, The systems approach manifested itself in the faoct that
the national lidbrary was considered, on the one hand, as a single
system, and on the other, as an integral part of a more complex
syastem, namely the general system.of libraries in the Soviet
Union,

" Oonsideration of a national library as a systenms odjeot
implies that its typological funotions are oorrelated and ine
terdependent., Prooceoding £xrom & oomparative analysis of the
funotions of modern national libraries and basing ourselves
on the experience of the V,I.leuin State Iibrary of the USSR,
we sussost the following oatesgorisation of typological tuno-
tionss .

(1) a state repository of publioationsg‘(a) a major pudblio
library in the country; (3) an information and bibliogapbioe
oentrey (4) a methodologioal guidance centxe; (5) a coordina~
ting centre.

These five funotions dotermine not only the nature and
acope of colleotions, but also the pattern of their use, as
well as the role of the national lidrary in the orgenisation
of library service within a sountry. Tho essence of the organio

]:R\ﬁjy of the above functions lies in the faot that a change in
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6.
one will necessarily bring about a corresponding transformation
in another, with the ultimate result that the national library
changes a8 & type. This is revealed most olearl& in the aoti-
vities of the V.I.Lenin State Library of the USSR. However,
striving for a unity of t&pological characteristicas can be
observed in national libraries of other countries as well,

In viewing the national library ac a subsystem of a nation's
generﬁl system of libraries we took cognizance of the fact that
the national policy of‘Soviet State, aimed At the oversll de- |
velopment of the national oultures of its conatituen’ nations;_
rne resulted in the emergence of a system of national libraries,
7L 410ludes the Lenin Library as the all-Union national library,
the M4.Ye, Saltykov-8hohedrin State Publio Library (whioch dis~
charges some funoctions of Fll-Unidn signifioance and in several
respeots aots as the netional library of-the Russian Pederation),
and the state (national) librariss of the Union rbpublioe. Apart
from this, there is a marked tendenscy towards major speoisl re-
search libraries becomir3 nationaly this is partioularly true
of the 8tate Publio Litraxry lor Soience and Teohnology of the
USSR, the Central Soientifioc Agrioultural, and the State Oentral
Solentifio Medioal Library. We feel that the V.,I.Lenir Btate ~ .
Library of the USSR ought to form an aotual (but not administra-
tive) entity with these libraries in the future,

Barly in 1970, the Lenin Library worked out a Programsme of
developnent for the mext 10 to 15 years in whioh it outlined " its
main lines of activities and approaches to the problems ﬁhat
confront it as the largest universal library in the system of
- researoch libraries of the 8Soviet Union, in keeplpc with the
goneral trends and demanda of ocontemporary acience, The main

~0' nulations of this Programne wﬂll be disoussed below,




7.
II

The primary and most important task of a national library
is the accumulation and storage of all publications origina-
ting within its country. The publication explosion has nade
it a diffiocult task, especially in countrles having a highly
developed publishing industry. In the xecent years, an in-
oreas}ng number of national libraries have come against
problems in aoquhﬁbion of domestio literature as well.,

Now, we are already faced with the necessity of limiting
the number of legal deposit oopies. For this reason éome natio-
nal libraries, e.g. the V.I,Lenin State Library of the USSR,
the Library of Oongress in the United States end some others,
bave had to forsake acquisation of specific kinds of publications,
prinarily ephemeral literaturs. ‘

Along with this, there is a trend towards oxpanding acqui-
sltion of novel types of material: dissertationa, research and
technioal reports, microforms, gramophone records, etc, 1Thase
and similar new forms of knowledge recording are gaining in
importance, and the national library cannot ignoxe them. The
traditional definition of the objeut of its acquisitions as
"published work" is becoming obsolote, and a new oriterion will
have saon to be devisod, probably based not on the physical form
but the substance ¢f the knowledge transmission medium,

This prospeot is fraught with formidadble difficulties
whioh can be overcome only by introducing considerable changes
in the existing procedures. It seems that with the quantita-
tive growth of printed publications and other media of knowledge
recording, national libraries will have gradually to abandon

not only the transitory velue material but also some of the leas
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demanded material mainly of regional or proprietary interest
(due to linguistic barriers, too narrow subject matter, etc.),
and to turn over the function of their storing to some other
libraries. The Lenin Library, for instance, foresees such a
possibility for itself primarily as regerds speclal kinds of
technical literature. A similaxr spproach is conceivable 1ﬁ
reapect of printed musis and other forms of musical records,
eto.

But all this essunes, in our opinion, that the following
conditions are strictly observed. .,

In the first place, decentralisation of the national
library stock is in no case to apply to its central core and
to interfere with its integrity. The material that is subjecvt
to withdrawal should be either ihe less demanded or less impor-
tant publications, or agaln those which form a fairly autono-
mous structural unit of the stock, such as patonte.ln'the second
place, decentralisation 18 not to enoroach upon the thematioc
universality of the national lidbrary holdings, In the third
place, it is necessary to provide for the complete acquisition
and careful storage of that part of the stock whioh goes away;
In the fourth place, it is the °duty of the national lidbrary to
have exhaustive information about tb» make-up and growth of
its "branch" collection. In the fifth place, the "branch'collec-
tion should be generally accessible both for use on the spot and
for interlibrary loan, for copying, eto.

However, will not such a decentralisation infringe upon‘
the traditional character of the national library, involving‘
as 1t does one of its basio functions? e feel that this is
oot to happen if the propossd wmodification in acquiastions
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work brings about furthsr enhancsment of its information
function. The traditional unique significance of a national
library consisted primarily in the ocomprehensiveness of its
donestic book collection. A partial decéutralieation should
impaxrt greater prominence to its reference apparatus as the
source of exhaustive sumaary information agbout all domestic
book colleotions. III _ |

The situation is even more cqmplex as regards foreign
pubilcations, while theix acqpisition and storage constitute
tho second most impoxtant function of a national library.

Indeed, from their very inception national.librariea
endeavoured to purchase as fully as possible the best foreign
publications. As the world's publishing grew in volume so
did their difficulties in selecting such materxials.

It was under these circumstances that the idea of coordi-
nation of acquisition was born and quioklj took rooty specifi-
cally, 1t received unanimous approval at the Vienna symposium
of European national libraries. The majobity of libraries have
taken the course of confining their forelgn acquisitions to
specific areas of knowledge, in other words, have adopted
subject specialisation of their holdings, complemented by
coordination by languages (mainly rare ones) and by place of
origin -~ countries and‘geographic zones. It is exﬁctly‘on this
principle of . division of responsidbility by subaéct
that the majority of foreign book acquisition schemes, headed
by national libraries, are built. A considerable number of
national libraries give preference to the soclial sciences ovér
the natural and technical sciences becauce special library

networks for social disciplings are‘generally nuch less

Q




10,
advanced than those foxr the science and technology field.

At first sight, the oconcept of subjeot specialisatlon
of the foreign book collection of a national library looks
very attraotive, as it simplifies book seloction and providos
a baép for coordinated ascquisitions. Today, however, realisation
is growing that. subject specialisation runs counter to the in-
tegration process in modern sclence and the "hybridisation" of
the sclentist's lnterests as it underﬁines the roots of the
universality of the national library and therefore hampers
the development of a unified system of library service to
soienoe'which requires, as has been shown above, special as
well as univerral librariee.

No doubt, abandoning speclalisation complicates formu-
latvion of the acquisition policy ard the coordinated Bharing
of responsibilities. Such a policy can be worked out only
through a deep couparative analysis of the world.publicafion
scene and the library and bibiiographio needs of the reader,
taking into consideration the present state of the collections
in the national library of every country. This is among the
most important complexes for further research.

Scme general stipulations, however, can be formulated
even at this stage. Thus, it is known that Bulgsria's national
library has lsolated three groups of publications which are to
occupy & principal position in 1ts stocky these are biblicgra-
phic reference and information publications, scientific perio-
dicals, and fundamental‘ecientific works.,

The Lenin Library holds it as its standing duty tc ensure

complete acquistion of such categories of foreign naterials as
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biblicsraphic reference publications; Sovetica and Rossica
materialsy offioial foreign publications; international or-
ganisation materialsy international conference proceedings
and sclientific expedition reportéi tfénaactions, Burveys,
reports and papers of leading rescaxrch institutions and
learned goocleties; and published source materials, including
original works of classics of science, culture and literature,
Thé Lenin Library being an informgtion centre for book
solence and library science, special attention wiil be paid
also to literature in this field., The rest will by acquired
golectively, in coordination with other libraries.

Coordination of foreign book acquisition, just as de-
contralisation of domestic book acquisition, presuppose
serious enhancing of the role of the national library as an
information centre, In assuming leadership in coordinated
acquisition schemes natlonal libraries take upon themselves
the task of advising the participating libraries of all new
materials coming t¢ thelr respective stocks accoring to plan.

IV |

Thus, one of the most characteristic tendencies in the
work of the contemporary national library, conditioned by the
trends in the developmont of modern sciéhce - namely its coﬁver—
sion into the centre of a unified system of a country's
special libraries - has a significant bearing on its infoi-
mation retrieval systems. _-

Whereas formerly interpretation of its book collections
through catalogues used to be the main task of the national '
library as regards information services, ever since the second
quarter of this century coordinated acquisitions and interlibra-

[JKU:y loan have been instruwental in avgmenting the role of na-
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tional union catalogues, which mﬁke the libraries‘ information
retrieval system a key %o the library resources of a nation.
At present this aspect of a national library's work assumes
special significance, as a naﬁional'union catalogue 1s
" essential for establishing and maintaining a rational unified
system of library sexvice for science and industry.

The last two decades brought important i1nnovations as
regards the national library's information and bibliographic
activities. In keeping with the general evolution of the
coordinative funotions of the natienal library it is trans-
forming inte a coorélnating centre of the unified system of
ipformation and bibliographic services provided by the
country's libraries, _

This new development had its origins in 1952 when the
national library of Poland undertook coordination of the
activities of the country's information and bibliographic
institutions, both universal and specialised, and began to
issue an index of major bibliographic lists compiled by
libraries and research institutions.

Sincs 1957, similar work has been caxiied out by the
V.I.Lenin State Library of the USSR, and by now national
libraries in many other couhtries have followed suit.

The year 1962 saw the beginning of another new line of
activity of the national library in the information field,
when the Library of Congress set up a national referral centre
for science and technology with the objective of directing
information users to potential information sources, 1.e.
libraries, information centres, research institutions and

individuals.
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Grasping the import of these new developments the V.I,
ienin State Library has recently set about forming a speoial
reference and cooxdinating centre within its framework. Its
functions are a blend;ﬂg of the two foregoing lines of the
national library's work, viz. ooondination of reference
service and provision of information on all nooéseary 8OUrCes,

The Centre will maintain the followings reference and.
address card files for libraries, bibliographic institutions
and information agenciesy uvnion catalogues of bibliographio
reference publioatioﬁs; union catalogues of unpublished biblio-
graphio indexes complled by libragiea in the country; and
union catalogues of soheduled bibliographic prodeots;

Working jointly with the reference and coordinating
centros being established in the state libraries of ﬁnion
republics and in central special libraries, the Centre will
form a sort of core of a unified system of information An@
bibliographio services, and the Lenin Library will fhns be
enabled to aotively influence the organisation of bibliographic
information within the country by (a) regulating the flows of
infofmation user requests and directing them‘to those libraries
and bibliographio institutions where they ocan be satisfied
most completely, skilfully and.promptly;ﬁand (b)_prémoting
rational sharing of responsibilities among libraries in the
preparaﬁion of current and retrospsctive bibliographic
sources,

v
The present stage of sclence development is distinguisﬁed

by accelerated growth rates and reduced time of essimilation
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of scientifioc achiévements. In these condlitions the national

library is required to pay increesed attention to its ser-
vices, to make them aé_expedient as possible, to perfeoct the
techniques and procedures with a view to maximum utilisation
of the stook, and prompt and £ull bibliographic and library
information, . |

We deem it necessary, in the first place, to clearly
define the peculiarities of the service provided to the
readers by the national library aé dietihof from the peou-
liarities, tasks and objeotives of.other libraries., An im~-
partant'thing here is fhat‘the reqdor should be made consoious
¥ these pecullarities 8o as to know on what occasion Yo
refer to what library. If this is not done there will be
lost time and complaints of poor service will bs certain to
follow. | '

The decisive faector here is the oharacter of information
retrieval éyatems, which were discﬁesed above, and the ieading
room layout. In modern national libraries reading rooms are
- designed on the bagia of differentiation (depending on the
readers' background) and specialisation. |

Speciclisation in service tekes three forms: by publi-
cation type, by languages, and by field of knowledge.

Specialisation by publlication type and languages has
long been standard library praoctice: newabaper, manuaoript,
Orientalia reading rooms, sto., Beginning from the thirties,
first in the Soviet Union and the United States, and.later in
some other countries as well, subjaot apeo;alisation of readins
rooms has developed. The laﬁ%r is undoubtedly‘a progressive

form of service, as it ensures better access to separate parts

Q
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of the stock, reduces 1ssue time and adds to the professiona-
lism of the librarian who is now attached to.publications in
specific areas of knowledge. The concept of subject speciali-
sation in service, inoluding reading rooms, was approved at'the
Vienna symposium,

In working out plans for the evolution of the Lenin
Library we were faced by the questioné of the degree of cor-
respondence of our existing system of reading rooms to modern
requirements, and of the course to be taken in the future. We
were gulded by the following considerations.

Firstly, a national library is a univarsalllibrary. The
value of its stook lles in its ability to most fully reflect
the pattern of interrelationships and mutusl penetration of
individual branches of science, and in providing for readers
studying complex problems.

Secondly, a national library is a nation's richeast book
collection into which an immense current of new scientifioc and
technological information recorded in books and periodicals is
flown continuously. A national library must guarantee full and
prompt access to this information.

Thirdly, a national library is not merely the largest book
repository of a gountry but also a major‘informatiOn and bib-
liographic centre destined to articulate the multifarious and
numerous sburces of information that exist in the country into
a unified system and to make them acéessible to the reader.

Proceeding from the above, we came to the conclusion thgt
the systiem of reading rooms in our library should continue to
base itselt on combining the principles of subject specialisa-
tion and differentiation by kind and type of publicati&ns.

Q
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. However, the relative significance of some of the reasding
rooms should undergo substantial changes within this system.

An organisation of aubjeof reading rooms that seems to
be most expedient is by three large oomplexéss the soolal
sciences (humanities), the natural scilences, and the technical
solences., It is only through such broad occmplexes of solientifio
disoiplines that libfary service can hope to sdequately re-
present the pattern of unity of soientific knowledge, inte-
gration of solences, andlto avoid daplicatibn of the subject
profiles of reading rooms in subdegt_(speoiél) libraries.

Subject reading rooms shquld be compleménted with reading
»ooms differentiated by publioatidn types and kinds. Particular
importance is attached to threse o# them: recent acquisitions,
current periodical, and referance and information'readins rooms.,
It is our bglief that these are the key reading rooms in a
national library and that they must carry a much larger share
of service than they do today. | ‘

We have realigned these reading rooms, materially inoreaf
sing their seating capacity and using open access on a broad
scale., Thus, the new aocquisitions reading room has on display
a week's additions to the stock which inolude both current and
recently purchased out of print publications in all languages
and fields of knowledge, to be forwarded to the main storage
and the spscialised collections of the library. The displays
comprise about 2,000 t;tlea per week now, aé against 1,000
titles prior to realignment. The average day‘s.attendancb is
700 persons, reaching the 1;000 mark on some days, whereas (

formerly 1t'nevef exceaded 300,
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. In the reference and information reading room, reading '
acoornodations have gfown from 30 to 70 seats, and the_number
of titles of bibliogrqphic serlals kept on open access which
used to be 500 has besn inocreased to 950, |
VI

Intérlibrary loan holds a position of prominence in
the national library's service to socience and industry. It
helps to overcome terrltorial barriers in the utilisatlon of
library holdings, and the reading rooms are relieved of the gone-
times excessive burden they have to shoulder. Interlibrary
loan is growing in importance because of a new'approaoh to the
acquisition in national libraries ~ viz. coordination of
acquisition with other libraries in a country, - coordinated
acquistions losing any sense if not backed by cooperation in
the use of library resources. o

Central to the develop ent of interlibrary loan service
or naticnal libraries i1s the problem of what they cen and |
should lend, and what should be the restrictions, if any, on
the publications that they lend.

There are considerable variaiions from one country to
another‘in the practice of pérticipation of national librariles
in 1nte:library loarn. However, an increasing number of these
are beginning to concentrate their interlibrary loan sexvice
on those materials which are not held by other libraries,
putting restrictions on the lending of other books and periodi-
cals, |

This is the approach adbpted in the Soviet Union, whore
the Minister of Culture of the USSR apprnaved,in April 1969, a

new "Statute of the Unified State-Wide System of Interlibrary

Q
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Loesn in the USSR", which specifies that book requests sent to
the Lenin Librar& are subject to previous checking in those
libraries which are specialised or regional universal centres
of the interlibrary loan system.:

Hoﬁever, such a solution is fraught with serious trouble.
For one thing, it runs counter to the functions of the national
library as an archive of printed publications, because na-
terials leaving 1t inevitably run the risk of being lost or
damaged. Besldes, issuing literature on interlibrary loan
infringes upon the interests of reading room users. Utmost de-
velopment of reproduction téchniquee seems to offer the only
way of overcoming this contradiction.

At the moment +the Lenin Iibrary, as nost of the othex
national libraries, operates three kinds of literature ser-
vicet the reading room service, the interlibrary loan service,
and the reproduction of library materials in photocopy and
mlcrocopy form. The £irst of these services holds the leading
position in the total operations, while the third one is still.
in its infancy. The Lenin Library intends to change this corre-
lation in the future. Reading room and interlibrary loan ser-
vices ought to stabilise as they camnnot grow indefinitely
without affecting quality. We shall éncourage in every possible -
way the development of document reproduction as the most speedy
procedure which is evailable to any individual even if he (or
she) is unable to visit the library or obtain books by inter-
library loan. With this aim in viewa gpecial duplicating centre
will be formed at the Ienin Library in the noearest future that
will provide for uninterrupted, prompt and unrestricted copylng
of its holdings.
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Evolution of & national library towards leadership in a

“ﬁnified country-wide library system requires that its methodo-

logical guidance function should be magnified., This view is
corroborated by exreriences of several countries. Methodolo-
gloal guidance of other llbraries is one of the youngest -
typological functions of the national library; it originated
in the Soviet.Union and is a key factor in defining the

- Lenin Library as a new typé of national library.

The Lenin Library's function as a centre for methodologi-
cal guldance of the country's libiaries is carried out along
three main 1ides:. _

(1) the soordination and cooperation of the activitles
of regional and specialised guidance centres;

(2) the study and generalisation of the experiences of
Soviet librariec and encourasgement of inculcation of the most
advanced practicesi ,

(3) the development of recommendatory bibliography and
agsistance in its use as a form of methodological guidance of
libraries.

Wwhile we regaxd methodological work of the national

library as an essential condition for progress in llibrarianship,

we also believe ihat it cannot be adequate without a firm

socientific foundation,

An important characteristic of the present stage of the
development of science 1s its growing transformation into a
productive force, This is equally true of both the material '
and spiritual facets of the life of a community and therefore
applies to librarianship as well. |
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However, at the moment library theory lags far behind library
practico and does not provide a suffiéientiy firm theoreticel
foundation for its further development,

With the solence prégress dlctating the neceaéity of
enhanoing the role of the natiépal library in the overall
'ayatem of library service, & major prerequisite for fulfilling
this task is boosting of the national library work and
upgrading of library theory. It seems, however, that until
quitoe recenfly national libraries had not paid enough atten-
tion to ﬁhis aspect of their activities.. :l Teking cogni-
zence of this fact, a new auﬁdiviqion was formed within the
Lenin Library structure, called Research Department of Idbrary
Science and Bibliographic Theory. First of all,it conducts
research employing its own steffy secondly, it coordinates
ragearoh work in other libraries of the country, primarily
universal 1ibrariesj thirdly, it provides necaasary‘information
to theoreticians and prastical iibiarians.

The establishment ‘£ a special research division does
not mean,_ though, that ail research in librarianahip has been
concentrated there. On the contrary, we contemplate encouraging
such aotivities in all departments of the Lenin Library The
following prinoipal directions will be pursued;

(1) General problems of library and bibliographio theory
and history, history of the bookj interrelationships end integra-
tion of 11brary science and othef parts of soilence; soientifio
terminology of librarianshipy libravy classificationy library
history against the baoksround of the overall history of science
and culturej forecasting of librarianship.
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(2) Developmant of the Lenin Iibrary as national
library and its collections: elaboration of the principles
of selection of domestic and foreign publiéations. prggrams
for input of library materials into computer, optimal system
of catalogues, analysis of utilisation of the library stock by
the readers, etc. | .

(3) The book and‘readins in the life of the contemporary
soclety: a research study into the:role of‘fhe book aﬁd reading in
the life of a small Soviet town is nearing completion, and pre-
parations are under way for a study of the role of the book
and reading in the life of the present-day Soviet village
community.

(4) The library service system in the countrys guidelines
and optimal conditions for the development of a library network,
depository storage of library materials. '

(5) Development and practical application in the Lenin
Library and other Soviet libraries of the most up-to-date
means of automation and mechanisation, including computer
technology. |

(6) Presexvation of library ocolleotions,

Progress in any field of soience is largely dependent on
the degree of its organisation, management aud planning. Being
a coordinating oentre for ressarch activities in the field of
library soience and bibliography, the Lenin Library hus adopted

. summary long-term plans, refleoting the reseaxrch activities of
universal research libraries and special chairs, as the main
method of coordination, Ve have drawn such a plan for the years
1968-1970. Preparations are in progress for working out a éi-

milar plan for the yoars 1971-1975. Summary planniung makes 1t

Q
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possible to obtain the most vomplete ploture of the trends
in ourrent research, to identify shortcomings in their topios,
and to focus soientifgo resources on key problems,

One ‘of the basic fegularities in the dévelopmént of _
polence is s continuity and international character. Therefoxe,
provision of iesearoh workers with information about the
plans, progress and aohievements of their c¢ollegues ahd
specialists in adjacent fields 1s:easent1€1 foxr its progress,

Information services for library soienoe in this country
(a8, it seons, 15 other'oougtries)-are sadly lacking both in
‘quantity and in ourrenoy, Because of this, an information snd
bibliographic oentre for library science and bibliographic .
theory has been set up at the Lenin Library eavly this year.

Its funotions are provision of library speolalists ﬁith
abatracte, translations, billiographic and faotual references
on the basis of a speocialised colleotion of printdd and pro-
prietary naterialé and a multi-aspéotreferenoe apparatus, The
centre mainteins broad cooperation and oontacts with the siumiw
lar ocentres at the All-Union State Idbrary of Foreign Id terature
and the State Publioc Uibrary for Soience and Tebhnolosy of th;
USSR, |
VIII

Summ}ng up, we oome to the oonolusion that the main line
of future development of national lidbraries, determined by ths
progress of soiente, consists in the utmost strengthening of
their links with other researoh libraries in their :espeotivg
countries, in pooling their efforts to solve all major problems
of library and bibliographio service, in enhanoing their oentral

and coordinating role. This tendency should eventually lead to

Q
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the development of an optimal syﬁtem of library service’to
"golence ﬁnd industry ip the ocountry.

Thus "feedbaock" bétween the proocess of soience development
and the national library is established. Born by human thought,
the national library is spurred by its progress as well as
itself is of vital 1mportanoe to it.

In our opinion, the principal directions of optimising
the library service system headed py-the nationsl library
should bes mAximnm speeding up of all library end biblio-
graphic prooedﬁrea. upgrading of their quality, and raising of
thelr eoconomic effiuiency. Appareqtly this goal oan be reached
ouly through rationalisation, unificatiocn and stendardisation
of library and bibliographio prooedures; perfeotion and mo-
dernisation of library and bibliographic service techniques;
wideﬁpread adoption of automation and meohanimation; dcvelépnont
and strengthening of the thworetical bases of library worky

improvement of professional skills of library personﬁol.
| Elaboration of prospeots for the do#elopnonﬁ of national
libraries within the oontext .of soience progress offers a
vaat field for cooperation among national ltbraries of all
oountries. Pooling their efforts may have a profound effeot
on the time and quality of nolving the above-nentioned tasks,
In this sense, the aotivitiéa of the IPLA Beotion of National
Libraries seem to be partioularly ﬁroniaing.“




