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The great Russian writer Maxim Gorky wrote:
"Children should not be for us merely objects of
tecdicus cares cnd nalve fauwlly Joys. Thoy axre people
who have nuch to achicve in the future and for this wo
nust prepare bLhom thoroughly."

'he nation's hops and tho country's future, they
will bo what we shall make of then by labour anc nLnoue
lodge of life, by word and our own oxample, by our exps-
rience, our thoughts and our books,.

In the USSR the dovelopmant of children's liteva-
ture apd libraxy work with the childron {s of paranount
inportance. The Soviet governasnt regards the bock as
a powerful weapon 3u instilling in the growving gonera-
tion a vaterislistic outlook, athoistic cvproach, davo-
tion to thelr socialist country, faith in counmunist
idoeals end proletarian intexnationalisn and a high sstoen
for laboux, . T2 peespedtives cof tha dsvelopment of
children's literature ond libra-ianship axg deternined
hy the dseielors of th Party and state authorities ard
ara tis subfeal o dicouvssion at writsys! congresses
and plaauns vt At e uessions of the USSR Acadsny of
the Pedegogicel Hciencess The Lenin and the State prizes
are avaxded to authors of childrens' booxs. Nlany writexs
of literature foxr children and caildren's librarians
have received state awards.

The tkeory and critical review of children literature

are devaloping successfully in the country. ‘iorks which



deal with thy trends of developmoent of childron's lite-
rature, its history, most important types and gonres, the
creative work of the bhest writoers of childrenkliterature
lhave been published. 7Tho course on children's litera-
ture (Russian, Ooviet, people's of the USSR and foreign)
15 being read at all the secondary and higher librory

and podagogical institutjons, Quite a musber of dis-
sertations douling with ohildren's.litorntnre are main-
taingd annually in wiversitien, institultes of culture
snd pedagogical ingtitutes.

The direction and the content of research in tha
fleld of childredsliterature im subject for discussion
fu itself, therefove, wo shall concentrate on tne
pr. oloms of library work with children,

Reading 1o one of the moal important aspocts of
man's spiritunl life. A book read in childhocd leaves
fts indelible mark for 1life. QGuiding childron in thoir
reading is a ayusten of cooperation of the librarian, the
reader and the book which is a component of the entiro
prucess ot education and of purposeful and planned
shaping of the child's personality. Reading guldanceo
i1s acconplished by the body of teachers in tho process
of school studies and activities outside school, Read-
ing intereats are ealso influenced by life, fanlly aund
Pioneer orgalsation. But the central and organising
role in this work is alloébd to s¢hool and public lidra-
ries which are frequented by school children and by

O c¢hildren of preschool age (beginning with six-year olds).
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There are over 166,000 school libraries in our
counlry; neariy 6,000 independont children's libraries,
2,000 children's branches in libraries foxr adults.
Besides all rural, trade union libraries and libraries
of othor establishwsnts and departments also cater to
children,

Wo regerd llbrary work with children ad an crganio
part of libravy scliencs = a socfal science - closely
linked up with many other sciences} psychology, peda-
goglcs, soclology, aeomography, nistory of literature,
statistics and so on., A number of institutions and
ostablishments in our country conduct research in the
tield of the libxary work among children, It is fore-
rootly the State Lenin Lidbrary of ths USSR which doter-
mines tuno direction of many lines of rasearch conducted
on a state-wido scale, developa programmes and methodology
foxr libraries,and publishes the results of thoir work,
Libraries pay much atten:ion to the organization of
childron's litrary services.

The acadeny of pedagoglcal sciences and some of ite
institules of aesthsetic education, paychology end pre-
school education work on the problews of poychology of
children’s retding and the better use of the duok in
the suaping of the child's personality.

Departmont of children's literature and libdrary
work with the children at the institutes of culturs,
pedagoglcal faculties and facultiges of ohildren's 1ite-

o rature of universities and pedagcgical institutes train




solontific and pedagogical woxkers in the field of

children's reading Lurough day and by-corrospondance
post-graduate c¢cursons, drew teachers and librariens

into rescarch achivities, in ordor to improve their

nothodological knowlodgo.,

Al) theus departuonts and the Children's Book Houses
conduct vegulav scientific and practical conferences,
litorary and podagogical symposiung et whioch tho results
of resoarch ave disccuseed. The boot solentlfic wovks
are published.

lore than 200 thenes doaling with the problems of
childreﬁilftoraturu, reading and library work amoung the
¢hildren have Leon poblished in the last 25 years, and
their authors vcceived dagroees and titles, I shall oite
on an example a few of the papers on problems of ¢hildren's
reading and library work with childrent

“Education of avsthetie understandirg of tiction
in the junior pupils and work with thom at childremd 1i-
braries.'" "Readin® in out-of-school hours as one of the
roant, of axpusnding poilytecnnical knowledge of the puplls.”

"System of home reading in the juniox forms."

"Out-of-scheol recaing as an instrurent of nroral
and acsthetic upbranging of the pupliis of the 5-8th
foras,"

"Inforzation and bidliographic vork in children
lidraries,"”

"Work »ith the readers in a children's library."

Q "Guidance of out-of-school »2ading of the 58
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"The role and place of the school library in the
process of learning and educational work in the Becoudary'
school,"

The rocently formed regional and ropublican
children's libraries actively partiolpate in roscarch
aotivities, In the "Regulations of the State Republic
Ohildren's Library" approved in 1967 it is stated that
the Library is the republican'research contre in the
field of lidbrary work with the chiidrcn, national biblio-~
graphy of children’'s literature and the history of
children'a books and that together with the State Lenin
Library, solentifioc institutions and other republican
children's libraxies, it woxrks on theoretical, historical
and practical problems of librarianship in theo repudlic,
prepaxres and publishes solentific works, suanmarizes the
results of scientific research and organizos scientific
conferences and sessions.

The "Regulations of the regicnal and republic (auto-
nonmous) children's lidrary" stress tho necessity of
active participation in reosesaach.

In the work of the above-listed institutions and
establishrents the following basic trends can be singled
outt

1. Rosearch in the sphéere of children's reading
guldance, educational work with children at the lidbraries
including prodlens connected with studying the interests
and special teatures of c¢hildren'’s 1eading, coapiling

_Ritpd use of the bidliogrephy of children's literature.

A ruiToxt provided by ER




2. Reseerch into the field of organizing children's
library sexrvice.

Lot us dwoll in greator detail on certain aspeocts
of research work:. The book cannot be used to 1ts full
advantago in the moulding or pers~a without thorough
xknowledge of the personality of a child, That 18 why
much attention is paid in our country to the study of
children as potontial readers.

The Institutoe of Children's Réading eotablished
in the first years of Soviet Power initiatod a survey
of requirements and interests of oﬁildren. In the twon-
tieo the Institute developed methodological prinoiples
for a number of rejsearch activitiocos and studied the
interests and spooific features of reading of ohildren,
workers and peasants.

In later ycars much was achieved by pudlishing
houses and editorial boards of the children's nowspapere
and magazines., In the thirties, Maxim Gorky in connec~
tion with the organisation of the apecialized pudblishing
house of children's literature requested the school=-
ochildrea in the country to write what they want to read
about and what books they 1ike, In a very short time
he received over two thousand individual and collective
answers which served as the basis for the report on
children's literature at the First All-=Union Congress of
the Soviet wilters held in 1934, formed the foundation
for the Publishing Houses's plan of work and were pudblished

0 1in Semuil Larshak's article "Children Reply to Gorky."
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Today we witnoss a growing interest in prao-
tiocally all gountries towaxrds studying interestsa
of young readers and the place of the book emong
othex mas3 media in a child's life, Here follow a few
examples of researoh conduoted in our ocountryt The
Lithuanian Republic libraxy after atudying the aﬁfgo
reading oooupies in a ohild's free time came to the
conolusion that ohildren apend trom 1?7 to 30 per cent
of their free time on reading, The House of Children's
Books has published the results of thelr indinga on
the sudbjeosts, genres, writers and books preferred bty
onildren of various age groups, Children's libraries
in Leningrad and in some other regions of the Russian
FPederation nave conduosted numerous questionnaires and
have rooceéived roplies to the following questionse:
What do you like to read adbout? HName your tavouﬁito
writeras and booke; your favourite haroes, Why do you
like then? %hat dewepapere and magasines do you readt

Recently children's lidraries in Moacow have
studied under the supervision of V, Yoronets, leoturer
of the children's literature faoulty at the Moascow
Inatitute of Culture, reading of popular soience lite-
rature by children of 11-12, the sudbjeot fields ;nd
the books they are interested in, The material colleoted
has shown that the interest of schoolohildren for po-
pular solence litersture has grown gsonsideradly as




compared with 1958 when a aimilar curvey had beon
conducted. Books on popular soience make up from 30
to 45 pex ocent of the general book oirculation of the
libraries. Mostly they are bookxa that have been read
on the recommendation of teachers in conneotivn with
the study in solool of history, geography and blology.
All ohildren display great intereat in books on spane
exploration., 71 per oent of the qhoationad boys and
52 pexr cent of the girle read popular soience magasinen
because they are int¢rested in now aisooveries in
goience and technoliogy.

As regards the differences in resding intereats
of boys and girls it was disoovered that boys wero
foremoatly interested in technulogy, radio, model-
making, aviation, navy, physiecs, footdball, atiamps w:ile
girla manifested intereat in medioine, theatre, dallet,
books abuout writers, paintera, composers, dootora,
athletics, figpire okating.

I shall not dwell at length on tho aepecto of this
rasearch ainoe you can read about it in the artiole
by V. Voroneta to te published in the next issue o?
the collection Children's and Soheol LAbXery Guide.

Soviet researchers study the process of undev-
standing of the book by the reader, the aenthetioc in-
terpretation of a book or books written by tha same
author, on the sace theme, of the same genre and
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endeavour to determine the factors influenoing reading
snd the most effeotive pedagogical methods and forms
of library work with children,

The results of the work ocarried out by the Insti-
tute of Pre-school Education of the USSR Academy of
Soiences, a group of solentists headed by Professor
Zaporozhets and several researochers, who have thoroughly
studied the problem perception of books by children of
pre=-gschool age have shown thaf oh;ldren can agstheti~
cally grasp not merely the entertaining aspect of the
plot but also the inner meaning of the story and even
its ideological content which is apprehended by them
through artistic images, fects, eplsodes and details
of the events., Children at this age cannot word
their atisitude towards the story they have reads The
dramatic or comical side of the plet, vivid end poetic
details, puns and lively dialogues usually meet with
the child's aesthetic roaotion to the book it has read
and this reaction fiuds axpression in their mimiory,
gestures and exclamations.

The emotions which a boy or a girl experience
together with the hero of a book are particularly
strong at this age. Sympathy towards him leadsto the
negation of everything trat stands in their hero's way.
Children do not want to be and are unable to be indif-
fexrent Byatanders in rel«tion to the events desoribed

in the book, On the contrary, they try to iutervene,

Q




to take the nide of their favourite oharaoter and
endeavour to realize the aims of the positive hero
not only in their thought but also by their actiona,
For instance they demamdi that the story be retailored
if they think that the end of it is unjust, spoil
illustrations depioting negative personages,

At the same timo it has been found that ochildren
of pre-aschool age can understand the inner world of a
personage, the motives of his actions, the figurative
neaning of words and epivheta only with the help of an
educator or a librarian,

The conclugsions reached by researchers proved that
the bcok can be uaed ia the family for educational pur-
poses, and helped to determine methods of work with
the book in the kindergarten aid the role of sduocators
and librariens in the guidanos of pre-school reading.

A child travels a long path in the development of
hiag attitude tcwards a work of fiotion fxom the direot
naive participation in the events to more complex forms
of aesthetic apprehension and svaluation of literary

pPhenonena,
L, Belenkaya, scientific workor of the tate Lenin
Libraxy, in her book "The Child aud the Book" writes

about the results of the survey of aesthetio percep-
tion of works of fiction by 8-9-year~old ohildren.
The .uthor proves that clilldren at this age are quite
capable of assthetic peroeption. They form their own
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attitude towards the heroes of a book. The beautiful,
the heroic and the comical sides of the book, the
expressive details help the readers grasp the emo-
tional key of the book. Children develop a oorrect,
if not always motivated, attitude towards heroes, and
situations that determine the ideological and artistioc
content of a book.

Children of 8-9 are capable of understand ing tﬁe
motives of the ..ero's deeda, his inner world and emo-
tions., In some cases children grasp certain peculiuri-
ties of the composition, genre and language of the
book,

In conolusion the author says that it is at this
age that an effort should be made to bring up ohildren
ag "talented readers" --- to Quote Bamuil Marshek,

The results ol a study conducted by the libraries
of the Russian Federation under the guldence of ths
faculty of the children's literature and library work
with children at the Loningrad Inatitute of Culture were
recently published. The objeot of the etudy was to
define the atiitude of children towaxrda poetry, the
historiocel novel and the oreative work of Arkady Gaidar,

Research into the process of perception of works
of soience and fiotion by children of 1l and 12, ocon=-
ducted in Azerbaijan has shown that ohlldren at this age
are foremostly lnterested first in the plot and dramatioc



situations., It was only when they become older that
they Lsgin to take interest in scientific hypotheses,
now technical ideas and the life of the people in the
future,

Without exception all the researchers &rcived at
the general conclusion that books not merely help children
to acquire new kholedge but also influence the forma-
tion of certain psychological processesy they affect
thelr attitude towards reality and engender in them new
and higher motives of their activity.

The effect & book has on a child, his sbility to
grasp the ideological and artistic content of a book and
his evaluation of it largely depend on social conditions
of his environment and ou the level of his education,
This wmado it necegsary to gupplement the psychological
and pedagogical aspect of the study, of reading inte~-
reasts and habits of children with the sociological
agpect, in other words, by studying cesuseos and factors
affecting the recading yrocess.

The Stave Lenin Library is completing a complex
study dealing with the place of the book and the rsad-
ing in people’s life (children included) in omall towns.
Various factors which influence book requosts of children
of different ages, the formation of motives for this
demand, veaders' interests and tha criteria of book
evaluation has been the main objects of this study.

The researchers began their study on the assumption

e e e e e et g ererasm i g+« «
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that the social ties and relations of children differ
from those of adults. The character of socisl rela-
tions of the growing generation is dual: a) contacts
with social reulity through adults and b) direct social
contacts and relations within the age group,

By studying the media of a group of children of one
age, as being one of the basic factors influencing the
attitude of children towards books and reading in gene=
ral, the researchers try to find'anawers to the fol;ow-
ing questionsY what defines the popularity of certaih
books among cﬂildren and shifts of interest to one book
or another. How to explain the fact that the advice of
their little friends 1s held to be important and
usually motivates the cholice of a book.

' In studying the role of the family in forming
children's reading interests, their attitude towards

tne book and reading, the research workers attempt to
determine the ex.tent of this influence on children of
different ages, the ways and means of its expression _
and find out whether it differs accoxrding to the family's
gocial and professional status, the educational, finan-
cilal and cultural level of the family ani to what extent.

The studies conducted in our country concerning
the requirements and specific traits of ochildren's read-
ing and the factors influenhing these requirements are
not an end in themselves. They are of value only when

they serve as the busis for revision and definition of

the value of the book for certain age groups and for
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compiling selected lists of books for achool children,
or if these results help to determine the system of
educational work that should be adopted in children's
libraries and choose tho most effective methodes of
furthering the role of the book and the library in the
lives of children and youngsters.

Prominent Soviet psychologist Rubinstein wrote:
"We study the child, teach him... and our aim is not to
fix his present stage or level but'to help him advance
from this stage to the next."

In our country pook guldance of children has become
a branch of outside-~school pedagogics. It presupposes
planned and systewatic influence of books on children's
collactives and on the individual child with the view
of extending their knowledge, forming their materialis-
tic outlook, aesthetic approach inherent to Soviet
patriotism, civil duty and moral make-up. It is the
target of people who are engaged in work with children
to imbibe in every child registered at the children's
library a love for books, the habit for systematic
reading and familiarize him with the best literature
avallable which will assigst the haruonious development
of his personality and interest in books and reading,
improve his literary tasto.

The practice of the library work with children,
scientific research in this field helped map out the
content and the pedagogical principles of the reading

guldance:
\‘1
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Comtiiration of education and upbringing in a
single process, differentiation of work with children's
congregation and with individual children, organisa-
tion of new readers' groups in libraries, exeoution
of the guiding role of the educator provided that
gchool-children are granted independence and have the
opportunity for the maximum development of their social
activities, complex use of book collections in the for-
mation of a many~-sided personality.

The principles and the trendé of educational
1libraxry work with children were developed by such pro-
minent Soviet pedagogues as Nadezhda Krupskaya and Anton
Makarenko, Present-day researchers creatively inter-
pretate and further develop their conceptions. The
scientific workers of the Mosocow and Leningrad faculties
of the institutes of culture (N. Zhitomirova, V, Voronets
and Serova) on the basis of research and summary of
library experience have written a textbook for highar,'
institutions called "Guidance of Children's geading:gﬁ:-
the Library" in which they olassify different forms of
livrary activities for eash age group, and auggest the
most rational forms and methods of the work with young
readers. S

Cbhbildren's libraries in Moldavia are now working
out the principles of participation of the children's
library in the general educational complex. Some staff

members of the State Lenin Library and the State
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Baltykov-Shchedrin Library hﬁve seleoted from the mass
oi the children's literature books which are obligatory
fcr school reading and very soon this list of books will
be published. Many other children's libraries in the
national republics are engaged in gimilar work,

V. Razova, Professor of the Leningrad Institute of
Culture, has determined ways or dsveloping in youngsters
the appreciation and understanding of poetry, of the
writers! creative style, 0. Khuze, s Leningrad libra-
rian, substantiated the necessity of making the children
understand more deeply the moral and aesthetic wealth
of the classics and recognise the atereotype while
reading. N, Novichkova, Professor)the the Chelyabinsk
Institute of Culture, exposed the role of the teacher
and the librarian in gissdmy guiding the children in
their reading and the forms of their mutual work.

Scientific workers of the Institute of Axt Educa-
tion of the USSR Acedemy of Sciences work fruitfully on
the following subjectss "Children and Youth Literature
‘in the Formation of Moral Ideals in Schoolchildron®,
"Development of Artistic Taste in Schoolchildren",
"Inbibing a Sense of Humour in the 7-8-year olds on
the Example of Poetry",

Extensive work is conducted in the field of com-
pilation and utilization of selected bibliography, in
giving consulting schoolchildren in their reading,

Some of the reasearch papers today dwell on the history
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and theory of the recommendatory bibliographyoohildren'e
vooks, define the system of compiling bibliographioc
ligts for the children according to different age groups,
book genres, special features of bibliography and cata-
logization. In her book M., Gubanova, sclentific worker
of the State Ssltykov-~-Shchedrin Library, has scienti~
fically substantiated the fundamentals of the culturs

of reading of pre-school children, while the programme
of the optional course on the fundamentals in the culture
of reading of schoolchildren (seven and eight forms or
13-1l4~year-olds) 1is analysed in detail. The 2nd edi-
tion of the book on bibliography of children's litera-
ture intended for students of institutes of oulture
compiled by 4. Zhivova, R, Bamm and O, Levina has been
igsued. It describes the achievements of our country

in the development of bibliography of children'’s lite-
rature. An impressive amount of work has already been
achieved in the field of the reading guidance of
children. Nevertheless much remains to be done in this
aspect: the development of the system of reading
guidance in each age group, btypological determina*ion

of readers, which will help to expose groups which
demand a special approach and methodology, completion

of work concerned with compiling lists of recommended
reading, examination of possioilities of expanding che
scope of literature for youngsters by including books

for adults, re-exanination of the programme or library
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activities in conncotion with the new study plan and
the syllabus introduced in schools.

The reseurch methods developed in our country
gtem t'rom the aims of the research being conducted,
from the social, psychological and physiological
featurces of children under study. Usually a complex
of methods 1s uscd which helps to obtain the most
representative data., As an example I shall cite
mothods which were uéed during the rescarch on the
subject "Book reading in small towns".

1. Quostidhaire. Interviews in the school
"What do you rcad today?", questioﬁ%irea in the classa
"Howr do you spend your day?", spontancous qucationnaires
conducted in the class including queshons "o wbut
qucdions would you like to recceive exhaustive and
correct answers?", "What would you like to do if thereo
were no obstacles in your way?", '"Would you rather go
to the cinema, ligten to the radio or watch a TV
programme than read a book?", "If you prufer readiug,
tell us why?", "What film have you geen late¢ly, what
book Lave read lotely?", "Whosc opinion on books is
important to you?" Standar&ized questionnaires, in-
terviews of the parents of schoolchildren at places of
rosidence (special selection) in the cgurse of pedago-
gical surveys of u family. Discussing at the parents'®
meetings such swojects as '"Your children and books",

talks with teachers, pioneer leaders, heads of

Py
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out-of-school children smateur talent groups, workers
of children's and school libraries acoording to a
speclal scheme,

1I. Analysis of readers' requests and cards.

III, Episodic analysis of book requests in book
shops and libraries; the reason for this demand.

IV. Analysis of the documentation,

Individual survey =~ compositibn on "How I spent my
day yesterday". Home assignment - "What books and ma=-
gazines I have at home." The opinion about the book
gleaned with the help ol a bookmark, Sooial survey =
recordns of talks and disoussione on books. DPedagogic
documentation: plans and accounts on educatiocnal school
work, documentation of subject-field sections, characte-
ristics of pupils and at the school class as a whole.
Plans and accounts of the parents' school committees,
public school organisations. Documentation of libraries
and book selling organisations.

V. Analysis of the conteni and the character of
the newspaper, radio, cinema and TV informaetion related
to book propaganda. Literary and pedagogical analysis
of literary works, collected as experimental materials
for work with childron,

VI. Observation of the reactions of children during
book discussions, life conditicns of schoolchildren

observed during pedagogical survey of the family,
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VII, Natu:al experiment. Organization of broad-
casts about new books over radio and television networks
with the subsequent questioning. Orgenization of broad-~
casts aboul books over the school radio network with the
subsequent questioning. Organization of school f£ilm
matinees at local cinemas with the subsequent discussion
of a £1lm or a book at the school and in the process of
individual talka with children, Discussions and talks
on books which help {o reveal how a literary work is
apprehended and evaluated by children of various age
groups,

The material collected by the librarian and his
every-day work with childrsn forms the baaig for th:
survey. Thesc include quoéﬁonnaire files in which each
card bears the uame of the book, the subject and questions
of inperest to the readers, library cards which fix the
interescs of a reader and the dynsuics and his attitude
to the book he has read snd, finally, the note of the
librarian, Normally readers' cards are kept at the
library for several yoars and make it possible to trace
the evolution of the reader's interests and the develop--
ment of his reading culture,

Obgervations of readers made by a librarian during
hook gelection: their book stock orientation ability,
what books they select by themselves, whether they use
reconmendatory bibliography, what places in a book draw

their attention during book discusstions, and what are

O
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their croticns when the book i being read by the
librarisa or dwring indepcndent reading in the
reading=-hall.

Readers' opinion about tho beoks they reed, their
drawings on tho subjecl, compositions on the sudbjeot
"The bLook I 1like', "Waat X wwould like to xoad in the
suuner" suggestcd by tho teacher, talks of thoe librarian
with the readers when the former e¢xchange books,

In nany schools children keep records of the
bouks they bave rcad regordless of the source they have
obtained then from. Very often librarians keep track
off their pedagogical vork which is of great valvo for
Yhe researchors.

In Xibraries ono cen find & wealth of material
testifysiug to the fact thnt pedagogical tiork has yielded
good resultn and that cerbtain rethods of literaturs pro-
paganda vere highly effective., Tor instarce information
can bo obtained herc adbout the nuuber of bvooks iagsued
on the ¢ \oject of & discussion held &t the libraxry, what
books enjoyed pooularity and which were neglected.

The prodlems of studying and cdete~nlnic 3 book
stocks of c¢hildens libraries and the principles of
tleir orgen”zadion are ¢ .osely confected with the
guidcnee of childre's reading. vur countyy ennually
publishes ad~ut 24,500 book tities for children. The
lidrary book stoc’s have grown iumensely. Yer; often

they run w2 %o 100,000 znd 200,000 copies. ‘e are




- 22 -

constantly studying the composition of the library
collections and tackling the problems of their organi.-
gation. Research of thieg kind has been conducted
recently in ohildren's libraries in the Byelorusaian
Republic and is now taken up Ukrainien libraries. As
8 result standard oatalogues of children's literature
for 1ural and ochildren's libraries which include all
tho beut bLooks necespary fur the oxtension of knowledge
of schoolchildren and for sducation of ohildren of
various ago groups were published. However there aro
8till many questivns awaiting thoir solutiont what
should the book stock of the children's librariea of
various btypes - republioc, reglonal, central Lown,
district ~ coutain, bLook collections of the secondary
and gransar achool librarinus, how many copler. of one
book should tlhers be, book circulation, whether to
adsere to the principle of comprebensive aoquisition
of book stocks in reputlic and regional children's li-~
braries or the collections ¢ah be Lut relatively
cemprohensive, Bul where a3 the Lorderline of this
"relativity" and how tuv undeirstand the term "“rarely
dexanded ilterature” aa related to ohildren's libra-
ries, how the wealth of btocka ia the possesalon of
children and seh,ol lidbraries can be pul Lo good use,
It has been long acknowledged that ‘he results of
pedagogical influence on ¢hildren’s reading depends
greatly on the organigation of the lidvrary service,
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Yio are faced here with two vital protiecma: organiza-
tion of state-wide system of library services for
young readers and determination of the prinociples of
centralization of all children's libraries.

At present research programmes have béen drawn
up dealing with those problema., Loocal experimonts
conduoted in a nunber of republics would help to
enstablish the advantoges end shorocomings of a ocontra-
lized library service for children on the basis of
libraries for adults( or independently) on tho basis
of the central children's library and to introduce into
practice tho most satisfactoryoOnes,

We have mentioned only cardinal directions of
scientifio regearch in the field of lidrary work with
childrea which are being conducted in our country. Bowme
have already born fruit, others are in the woxrk stage
and or are being mapped out,

Onoe of the conditions for further research in this
field for the inprovement of the quality of solentifio
research and for aktaining better resulto is, to our
»ind, co-oxrdination of efforts of the lidbrary sssocia-
tiony of various countries, syst matic exchange of La-
forxation, programaes and the reaults of “he work and
experinmenss,

¥e think it would (1 a good and effective idea for
the secretariat of the bub~section with \he { 3sistance
of the working group to draw up a pérspedtive plan of
, soientific ressarch work for the period of 3 to 5 yecrs



with due regard for the pcsaibilities and interests

of each oountry. Thus, for instaence, Denmark oould
undertake to determine book-stock atandarde for
ohildren's libraries and their acientific substantie-
tion} the Library Assooiation of England oculd deter-
nine the syastem of the children's iibrary sorvice and
the role of the book in the psyohotherayy of sick
ohildren; the Library Assooiation of the German
Democratic Republio could develop & system of biblio-
graphioc aids for ohildren of various age groupsj the
Boviet Union could define the role of book and reading
in the 1ife of children in small towna, the place of
the lidrary anmong other foms of mass media, eto.

The discussion of results of theae and other
researoh works, giving them prominence in the inter-
national press or in the press !n various ocountries,
the exchange of solentific workers for practical pare
tioiprion in the research as*ivities would ccasideradly
spssd up the research process, cut jown the time
required for thom snd allow to obtain authentio data,
enhanos the 1ule of the book snd the livrary in
sdusating and updringing children and youth,




