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ABSTRACT

The author takes a look at the free enterprise
svstem as it is practiced in the United States, and concludes that it
does not result in equal opportunity for all citizens. Deplorahle
social 4nd economic inequities are examined. The poor, according to
the author are discriminated against in terms of health factors,
hcusing, employment, income and power. Followina from this he assumes
that the current system is unefficacious and must be modified or
completely changed so all people can enjoy it. Bs a possible meanrs of
change, riots and revolution are considered: (1) what are they; (2)
what are their goals; and (3) can they work in the United States. The
author contends that the Americe : cultural make-up would not, a* this
time, support total revolution. His answer, and the one for which he
builds a case, is a drastic modification of the free-enterprise
system, with the government remodifying the system through the
legislative process. To those who say that the revolution is here or
coming soon, he responds "no," without, however, ruling out that
possibility shculd drastic changes not he forthcoming. (TT)
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severnnaent or inectitoticon who controls them refoses To aske ohmnoss
in a rapid effective wannery vhat is, what raecourse is takan hen
the poor see that "working through the system" does not workiy Thnasa
questicns will, in the fcllowing paper, be discussed te see if the
neacs for change are truly poignant, and what the peossibilities of
change are, for it may be that amy hepes are wrong anc revclution ie
a preper aode of change, it 1is, however, one thing to dlscuss reve-
lution in a thecretical forim of reference, and quite another to

say that it is a probable and relevant weans of change, In other

worcds, I am questioning as tc whether "the revolution is coming,"
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in oraer Lo dlscuss theose guestions of nooc ana possinility,
the influence of econonic and political ideclugies on cour capitalis-

“ ~

tic everon o mnelt be caealt with, Vhis method of spporcach is usec

beravse il we are to put the blanme of poverty; on cuwr inouastrial
capitalistic systan, woe oust gee what tha histcrical influences of
this systen were, W0 nay sea wherein, historically sand philoscpn-
ically, the blame lies, Then the possibilities and neeos ko mosify
cuy thiocking wmay be clearly seen,

et us first look at some cf the basic ideas behins the free
enterprise system, We are all socialized intc thinking ana believ-
ing in the Awmerican dreawm; that every peison, no nwatter how noor,
can have an eqgqual opportunity to succeed and gain sufficient nate-
rials anda spiritual growth, ‘“hus everyone competes and profits
from the system., In fact, however, this notion is factually inccr-
rect, but, and most important, it is the view that most pecple in
a poverty situvation believe in the "Awmerican way'" and place any

1

blame for failure on themselves, They feel they have ncot worked
harcd enough,., This icdea then of everyone "boosting oneself up by
one's bootstraps!" is a very ingrained one in American thinking.
But how did it get there, and what is wrong with 1t?

We can look at Larwin ana his treatise on the "Crigin of the
Species" (1859). This biological theofy, which emphasizes ani-

mals in struggle for survival by what Larwin calls "selective re-

procduction," really expresses the hypothesis that the strong will
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survive anc the weak will nov, Jhile thinking reviveo some of
the notions that were familiar to the British philosophical tra-
cdition ano eyoressec mest distinctly the thinking of mobbs in
o
nis analysis of the origin of social organizations,” wobbs
argoes in his "Zlemsnta o hilosophica e Clive” (1542), that"every-
2

cne is engages in fighting evervone else,"” e further reasons
that man is motivated by egotism, and, thus, must realize a sccial
centract if any security for the future is to be gquaranteed, (b-
vicusly this thinking can be extrapolated te lead to the establish-
ment of soéial classes and "a justification of aristocratic hier-
archies."4

when Larwin's ideas of the "survival of the fittest" anu the
"struggle for survival'" became perpetrated frow their bicloyical
origin to be awplied to the behavioral and social sciences, the
"successful survivor" was bcouncd to become the white, wnidcle-class
atult most likely to be engageci in manufacturing or business enter-
prises. his view ithen tenced to wmake deviant those persons who
were not white and middle class, and they were placed on a rank
far below this standard. ‘hey bhecame, in Kipling's wcrds, "the
white man's burcen, "

shus this view which was popular all over surope, but for
the most part in Lngland, was actually refining a system of free
competitive enterprise in which the midcle anc upper classes

would benefit and the lower class would not, and this may be the

key point. It way be that this view of man as a competitive,

-3-
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striving, egocentric incivicdual is one of utter truth; however,

in terwms of an effective prototype for peclitico-eccnomic systenms,
it may be very lacking because of its gross ineguitels towara

the poor. in terms of Benthen's utilitarian ides that o systen
shculd, above all, ¢do the greatest gooa for the greatest numbers,

a free enterprise systewn 15 successful, ucwever, to what degree

is this sou? Coulce not, with all the rescurces that are accrued

in such a system, more be dcne for the poor? his is a key gues-—
tion for our capitalistic system and perhaps oie Lhat must soon

be dealt with in the future, This warning will become more ap-
parent as this paper progresses, because it seews to be increasing-
ly obvious that the goals cof such a system, echoed by the philo-
sophy bkehind them, are ones that o not serve in a truly pragmatic
manner, 1t is exprected in such a system as ours that every uemnber
of cur scciety will work vigorously towars these abstract geals

of mmaterial success, kut if he is unsuccessful, as some will be,
then the fallacy is seen., 71To this "failure" is awardea the respect
cf abject discain, Jthus the system is unpragmatic in the sense
that there is too little cdone for those people who are ncot cowm-
petitive enocugh. 'They are never really given a chance to '"get their
piece of capitalism," and upper classes are always keeping them

in their impoverishec state, 1In effect the ills of this uncompro-
mising philosophy, which undierlies our politico-economnic systemn,
are show very clearly by Francis Galton, bLarwin's cousin, in his

book mereditary Genius (1869), when he says:




Ltomay seem monstrous that the weak
shouls. ke crowced out by the strong, but
it ix still wore monstrous that the races
bhest fitted toe play theilr part on the
stage of life should be crcweed out by
the incompetent, the ailing, ana the
clesponcding {p. 343).6
Wwe may see then that this thinking that has influencec our ~es-
tern competitive life styles iv gpruly not only burbrnous, bul
syllogistic., 1t is absurd to think that a governwmeni.,which in
less than two hunared years has become the strongest econcinic
ana political force in the world, cannot compromise on its rigic,
aggressive, suvccess-~oriented philosophy anc make the systein acre
relevant to everyone, It is a great tribute to capitalism that
such a bhigh degree of success has been attainec: hocwaver, wora
can be aone and wmore must be done to insure that wmore opportuni-
ties fcr wmaterial gain will be provideo for those in neea of it.
in other worcds, it is my contention that the system must be woci-
fie¢ so that the poor may be helped by the more successful so
that the gap in the wealth may be narrowed, In shorit, the Ameri-
can dream is a dream, but it does nct have to be that way. Jhis
whole realmm of thought may seem a bit idealistic and naive, but
there is a dire need for such modification.
If the Awmerican Dream is to wmake any intrinsic sense whatever,
these needs must be met in such areas as the traces, business, and
~ N . . 7 .
education, It has long been known that in the tracies and business

there has been subtle, but ample ciscrimination, 1t is in this

latter fielcd, which has traditionally been regardec as one of equal
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coptrtinities, that we now see a guestion beiny raises at this
university as to whether there are such Coportunities, dven in
aitication we are seeling that scwe pricritics wust be alterec, of
these Ysacrifices” are not mane, our systesn will bacane aven wnors
irvelevant to thosoe sullcring fron Lo now, and fLrhey may then vea-

lize: that the anerican ~reaie ie troly Joast o wicicon, A that

point it is then feasinle to censicnr vevclution as a maans of

change, assuming of cocurse there is support by the miccle class,

cowevar, hefore ciscussing the sossibilities of revclution

L

as a means of change, it is best tc paint, .wquch wore vivioly, the

P

ol the deplorable conuiticns that ontribute to the urban

picture
crisis, “here are a nunber c<f ways in which this substantiation
cceule e initiated, We will Tirst concli o . Zval sali oot soclal
and economic geoals whiclh are Jdeeply eabends: In Aner ican ideals:
eiucational attainment, incomne, and englceymaent, Al thee goals
Lresent us with objective weasures f£yom which we can nlainly soe
that certain americans are not enjcying thewm on an egually relative
basis,

Let us examine that all-important smerican ideal of education

[

for all., iiistprically speaking, hillingsworth° reports chat school
attendance rates ana the years of completed education by acults
have been higher in urban than in rural areas, Jhus they have
been higher in the Jdorth ana west than in the South. ‘"uence, .egro

migration patterns have strongly favorec improvement in ecucational

. . . 9
attainment. Anc there has been iwmprovement,"” nLowever, the chief
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e s lon we shocld ask s how ooach relative Dpproveent Das tlhoo
e, AC will then be able Lo sae Lf the greet Smphasis on oo i
cal.lunal Luoprovone at as oa long range means of amelliorating the
RS TR TS r

sccial states o noenwhites 1w occarring,  wn o clove arawmicalion

of the Facts o cor 1iktle optinmismm for the justification of Lhis
anexican nastian,
Tt i1g true that between 1340 anc 19560

tha wmeclan years of eduacation <ompleted
by the adult nonwhite population rose by

o

nearly onc-half ({rowm 5,8 to 8,2 years).

But the white wmajority was also improving its
educational attainwent curing those years;
the white median rese from 8,7 to 10,9 years,
Thus, after two decaces of heavy migration,
the white-nonwhite differential had been
recdnced only frowm 2.9 tc 2,7 years, and

the nonwhite of 1960 was still substan-
tially belcw the white weaian of twenty
years before, 10

1t is certain that these¢ facts point to a rather discourag-
ing situation, one that may be thought ©f as quite substantiating
my hynothesis, iere are the poor of our country who are supposec
to be getting an equal chance; and vet in such a highly helc
American value as a good education; they are far below the rest
of our society, i.e. the white niridle class, as Riegel would
have it (see earlier section of paper).

Let us look next at the incowe of our nonwhite pocor as com-
pared with the white element of ocur society. Here agairn, there
have been what appears to be tremendous improvements both in abso-

lute and relative terms to the white majority. iIn 1939, Regro families

-7 =



enc incivicuals had a nealan anpoeal dpcome from wages and salariles

rs

o4, whis igare was 375 of the white meocian, improvenents

ensueG, ana by 1963 the wmecian ifocome [0r wegroes was increased
11
Lo 33,7045, a Miguare that was 53, of the white median, «n closer

examination of the figures we see that these ostensikble inprove-
wents were very wisleading:

e he pericd of wwost rapild progress in
closing the relative incowe gap was between
1939 anc 1954, By the later year, the Legroes
had achileved a ratic of ©6€%, (ver the next
deczen years, that ratio was not exceeded; in
fact, in mncst vears Ehe ratic was slightly
lower, as in 1963, 1

re

Improvements have actually bheen very stagnant, strikinogly so in

SR’
recaent years,

another way to exanmine the problewns of relative differences
is to examine income by region, cne investigator, ~slan Bachelder,
has studied the changes in incowe from all sources on a regional
basis between 1949 and 1959,13 rils cdata showea that curing that
ten year periocd, the white-iiegro income ratio for the country's
Gdifferent regions did not change, but within each of the major
regions the incrine of iegro men, relative to that of their white
counterparts, was significantly less.

Foverty itself is a rel%tive concept, and incoie ratios may
be looked at as a measure of relative deprivation. we can objec-
tively look at poverty by taking into consideration the poverty
line, This is a measure "which most americans accept as the

14
lminimuin necessary to meet basic neecds in a contemporary society."
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“he Council of Lconomic Advisers hias, based on 1962 prices, set

. . . 15 . .
this figure at 33,000, this figure shows that poverty among
nonwhite families has decreased in postwar ycars, "In 1947, two-
thirds of all nonwhite familias livec in poverty; by 1962, less

than half (44:) fell below the pcverty line,"1®

Lencoraphy was
also a variable uring this time span, wnonwhite families were
increasing at about twice thz rate of white families; woreover,
white families were wovipg out of poverty at a faster rate, J‘hus
by 1962 nonwhite families were a larger proportion (224) of all

. . 17 . .
poor families than they were in 1947, we& can see that while it

appears that nonwhites have significantly freeo themselves from
poverty inccmes, the opposite is the case when we compare then
propcrtionally to the whites suffering from poverty, “he relative
figure again tells the true story.

baploywment, cur third area of consideration, is vefy revealing
too, under our system, every Americaﬁ should have an egual chance
for employinent, iHowever, nonwhites unquestionably suffer from
unemployirent at greater rates than whites., "In the view of a great
many people, specialists as well as laymen, racial discrimination
is the principal source of economic disadvantage for Regrces."la
Historically we can easily view this fact by realizing that for
two and one half oanturies the entire Negro population was held in
slavery. when they were finally "freed," they were obviously

at a great disadvantage., C(ne must realize that american slaves,

unlike slaves in other parts of the world, were also socially very

ERIC
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limitern:, Jhey waere mechanically cenica such human rights as Ju-
cation, marriage, Ffawily life, and property rights, In EEe LCE,
they were instituticnalized into subhuman states,  Therefc e,
~egroes are substentlally behind whites in ncst coconcindlc aeasores
because they were behine when thoy were emancipated, 7.1 1g true
that they have nacse enorimous proglass Ltowarc true {reccom, but whites
have iwprovec their own status as well.

~Je can now clearly see that raclial viscriwination has player
an active part in cepriving lLegrces of their ecconcwic cdues, in-

cluding ewploywment, dconomic prcgress for negrces w

grentest

D e . -
frow 1940 <o 1953.1 "Since then relative uncmploymaent for Legroes
has risen,.,.and the narrowling of the relative Legro-wnite incowe
. C 200 . .
gap has slowed or stepped, As belfore, we can see that we are in

a dangerous stagnant situvaticn, and we have not heeced history's

warning. Lven in our present situation some industries anc firms
¢ employ fewer Regroes that other incdustries and firms with compar-

21
able needs,
Probably the best explanation of the adverse situation of
22

unemployment is presented in irable 1. (see next page) 1t should

be notedi that these figures relate to wmen and wcmen of working

age, They definitely show that since the late 1940's there has

been a significant increase in the relative unemployinent rates of

nonvhites as coumpared to whites,and there has been little apparent

change since 1955, These figures also conceal the different em-

ployment experiences of teenagers, 'rfhe unemployment rate for non-

~10-
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wiiite and sonwhite Unemploywment Rates, 1948-66

unemnrnloyiment xates

white ronwhite Ratio
Nonwhite/white

1948 3.6 £.9 164
1949 5.6 8.9 159
1850 4.9 9.1 1¢6
T TTTTTTeS 2.8 5.4 193
19532 2.7 4,5 167
1954 5.0 9.8 196
18545 3.9 8.7 223
1956 3.7 8.4 227
1957 3.9 8.0 205
l9se 6.1 12.6 207
1959 4,9 10,7 18
1360 5.0 10.2 204
1961 6.0 12.5 208
1962 4.9 11.0 224
1963 5.1 10.9 214
1964 4,6 9.8 213
1965 4,1 8.3 202
1966 3.3 7.3 221

-11-




white teenagers in 1948 was only slightly higher than that of

the white teenage rate, hnowever, considcer that in 1954 the non-
white rate hac¢ change to about one third higher than the white
rate; and, furthermore, after 1958, the nonwhite rate has in-
creasedc to twice the white teenage rate,., ioreover, both of these
rates were wmarkedly higher in the 1960's than in the previous ce-
cacie.z3 Again, we have another deplorable situation,

This picture is cursory, but it coes show that the poor are
not receiving equal opportunities in terms of health factors,
housing, employment, incomne, and, most important, power, 1In view
of this truly bleak situation, we must assuimne that the systenm is
truly unefficacious and wmust be mocified or completely changed
so that all the people can enjoy it., For the sake of theory, let
us speculate on such violence as riots and revolution, as a wneans
of change.

Foremost, let us become familiar with nomenclature., Riots
will be cdefined as extreme uncoorcinated acts of group violence
resulting from repeatecd failure of civii rights and civil dis-
obedience goals, Thus, riots stem from intense conflicts within
the social and political vlaue systems that exist.24 If we con-
sider further the breakdown in urban systems and the great cdis-
parities of the poor, the need for violent action becomes apparent.
Wwhat else is left if change cdoes not come through the system?
Thus it may be that violence may have some form of justification,

as hannah Ardent points out, "under certain circumstances violence,..

is the only possible way of setting the scales of justicé right

-12-
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25
again.,"

he neaeds are very apparent for violent actinn in Awmerica,
but what about the possibilities anc probabilities of such ac-
tion? o discover these, we wmust look ceeper into the situation,
Accorcing to Conant, the possibilities for a riot are quite high

6
when a cowmnunity is aggravated to a threshold point.2 ke points
out that in the first phase c¢f a riot the "precipitating incident”,
a relatively insignificant event can touch off the violent action,
Such an event could be a white policeman arresting a black youth,
This action can then work itself up to the "ioman Holiday" stage,
as Conant calls it, in which rocks ancd bottles are thrown by peo-
ple and cheers arise as "hits" are scored on white stores and po-
lice cars. Finally, in the fourth or "siege" phase, there is
simply no communication between the rioters and police, The degree
of polarization is too high, At this stage State and Federal troops
are called in while snipers attack and fire bombs are being ex-
ploded.

As more cominunities become incensed, this form of violent
action becomes increasingly nrobable., But is this action really
effective? I think in terms of long-range change, the answer i«
no, Wwhat a riot does accomplish seems to be the initiation of
some very temporal and petty demands to, in the end, appease the
poor. More important, riots seem to cause the middle class to
grow increasingly reactionary and more fervent in their decadent

middle class values, which in essence is the whole problem, My

13-
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argument. .s actually that riots <o nct create meaningful changes,
however, unless these Kinds of changes are brought about, the
probabilities for riots will increase,

Lur next question is that of revolution -- what are™its
neeas, possibilities, anc probable wmeans for concrete change
now? ‘o answer this auestion, it is necessary to first cdiscuss
what revolution is and how it cowmes about, Revolution may be
seen as a complete overthrow of a system of government by very vio-
lent means, «evolution of this kind occurs, as in riots, as a
result of dissatisfactiorn on the part of the governed with the
realization of their social needs, The difference here is that the
frustrations are so great, people are willing to risk their lives
for this total change, 1n a riot, usually, this is not the case.

As for the need for a revolution, I can only highly speculate,
This question again depends on finer definition of revolution,
As it stands now, revolution is a very hypothetical concept. It
can exist in a violent form and get to be very ubiquitous in in-
tent, It is very possible to imagine a violent revolution that
seeks a strict scientific social end in the way Marﬁ theorizes
socialismm, It is less possible to picture a violent revolution
with the intent of a "benevolent" form of modified capitalism
(such as I have earlier suggested), in which the poor are given
greater opportunity to enter the system, 1 see the nature of
revolution as being one of such intense hatred for the present

system that it simply seeks to completely cestroy the system it

-14-
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is rebelling against, In other words, 1 see this latter vossi-
bility of a revolution as contracictory to the definit.on of
revolution,

Let us try to put these two cifferent forwms of revolution
into the context of cur society to answer this guestion of need,
First, bezause we have a highly industrialized culture, there is
an extreme amnount of conditioning for the "achievement notive" in
our society.* Thus, 1 do not feel that a revolution leading to
a socialistic form of gevernwent that itself may lead into a com-
munistic orientation would fit well in our society., Cur society, as
it is, is cdiametrically opposed to this intention. Furthermore,

1 can not visualize a "benevclent" revolution in this country,
because 1 feel that if there were a revolution, its intent would be
a total change.

5till the neecd for change exists, and some radical thinkers
feel that this need is so great that total revolution is the one
and only answer. 7They see no help for the poor by working through
the system, because that method has falled repeatedly. +Thev sece
better treatiment for the poor by some soclalistic system, Cnce
more, I question the practicality of such a system in the United
States., I still see the answer in terms of drastically mocdifying

our present free-enterprisc system..This type of change would

* - - [y . 2 » - . e
Roger Brown discusses this i1lcea thoroughly in Social Fsychology

Chapter G,

-15--
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ciffer frow revolution in that no violent overthrow of the go-
vern.saaent would be nacessary. Whe governinent would remccify the
system throwgh the legislative process, Finally, 1L cee a necd
for revclutien only i€ nmatters continue to increase the appalling
situation of the pocr and only if riiis -=»eolution recrioents the
priorities of capitélism, a situaticn that L feel is highly un-
likely.

Let us now exanmine the possibilities and probabilities of
raovolution at the present time in our country., In order to oo
this, we ust answer the guestion of why a revolution occurs,
hs Lavies says in his research, "revelutions are most likely to
occur when a prolonged pericd of chjective econcinic anc social

27
developmwent is followed by a sharp perioc of reversal," what
happens is manifested reality breaks away frca anticipated

28
reality.

2o see this theory more clearly, let vs view the Russian Re-
volution as an example, Luring a period froin 1861 - 1905 Russia
experienced great economic advances, People moved to the cities,
and industry grew, There were alsc social reforuws evidenced by
justice being adininisterecd not by the nobles, but by municipali-
ties, Furtherwmore, in 1864 trizls became public and beatings were
stopped, The absolutism of Alexander 111 rewained, but the in-
telligentsia was permitted to wake criticisms. BAlexander's

successor iicholas 11 was less forceful than his father, but still

absolute, The intelligentsia then aligned with the proletariat

-16-



but cemanden econowic reforms,
The events fron 1904 - 1938 warks a downwara torn..ny point
rogress, The expectations of the pacple became [rus-—

in this

P
trated by the continuance of the Jzardow, Finally on January

22, 1905 there occurred M"glocody Sunaay. in this action, prc-
letarians were killed as they wmarched on st, retersburg palace,
Fecple then realizead that the Wzar was not the great protector,
mereover, at this tiwme Russia's army and navy were defeated by
Japan, and the war victims were returning home and reminding
the pecple cf the weakness of Tzarist absolutism, Chen from 1905-
1917 there was continuous despair, as manifested by 4,449 execu-
tions, bacd crops, etc., Finally, in 1917 the revolution occurred.
Therefore, we have progress which started .in 1861, with the free-~
ing of serfs, and then a relatively short repression followed by
revolution, The frightening prospectus here is, as iavies put
it, "there appears to be no sure way to avoid revolution, short
of effective, affirmative and continuous response on the part of
29
the government to the continuously emerging needs of the people,"
This statement only seems to solidify my basic premise of neeced
change. If change coes not come about and there is a sharp re-
cession in this country, it is, at least, in a theoretical sense
possible; to see a violent, all-encompassing revolution occur, one
which 1 fear would alter the structure of the country in an un-

pragmatic way. That is to say, I feel this :type of revolution

would not bring about a compromise in the system, but would force

-17-

ERIC :

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the system to the opposite end of the pclitical spectrum, a5
mentionea before, 1 co nct see this as a meaningful sclution,
for whereas the poor would be relievea to a degree from their
plight, they would not Dbe given the chancée to fully succeec,
Similarly, the rich would bhe penalizec for their material success
and, in short, such a sccialistic systemn seems at best Ltopian
within the context of our society, we are siwmply at this point
too technologically acivanced, and achievement is very much part
of our nature,
i‘his latter point can best be seen when we consicder the
possibilities and probabilities for revolution in this country,
In other words, we will now atﬁempt to answer the guestion of
whetler truly "the revolution is here" or soon cowming, Iy answer
would be no, At the present time the wmachinery for such vast
action does not exist., First of all, as has been shown in wuch
of the literature, a revolution does not reguire an overwhélming
number of true revolutionary leaders, Aas Crane Brinton states,
extremists can, in the words of Trotsky, force the masses into a
30
state of "political non-existence," by terrorism at the polls,
The little man guits through either these frightening tactics or
31
laziness, and "the extremists have the field to themselves."
Brinton substantiates this idea in the following example: in
September of 1917 elections for the ioscow District Lummas were

helci, The Bolsheviks received 52% of the vote., Before in June

the Socialists-Revolutionaries got 375,000 votes out of 647,000
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cast.. 1In September the Bolsheviks received 198,000 out of
381,000 cast. 1in three months half the electorate had aropned
out. ‘'he iminent factor of the extremists then is not their
size but the fervor with which they hold their cause, Here,
though, is a key point. If a revolution is to be within reason,
there must be at least a winimally sized revolutionary group,
revolutionary groups of this viclent nature are siwmply not yet
strong enough or great enough in numbers. his is not to say
that they could not be. At present the threats of the SLS
Weathermen and the Black Panthers are just words, but in light of
the recent bombings throughout the country, I would adiit that
certainly revolutionary fervor is:increasing.

Another argument against revolution is that of midcle-class
values. They are simply too strong in this country. Caplan (see
earlier section ©of this paper) reports in his research that all
the non-rioters in kewark still preferred self-blawme to blaming
the system for their problemnms, This was not true of the better
equcated, prouder militants,

Nevertheless, the chief problem in changing poverty by racdical
means is, as bLavies mentions (and I have previously mentipnec)
that people are not willing to give up their chains when the cost
will be their lives.32 If we join this notion to that of high
midcle~class values that ghetto dwellers seem to possess, then we
can see that revolutionaries will be slow in gaining converts.

1t certainly can be argued that they need some support to carry
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a revolution through, It coes not appear that at present they
have this support,

Closely related to this guestion of support, but more itn-
portant, is the question of power. kkevolution of a powerless
group against a wealthy and powerful group will be smashed, 7This
can be easlily seen when we reminisce to the hungarian kKevolution
of 1956, It was crushed, Un the other hand however, if the rich
rebel in the face of apathy, the best they can expect is a coup
d'etat.33 Therefore, although they have power, they still need
support from the poor if revolutionary changes are to be estal Lished,

Perhaps then the principal factor in the gquestion of a pro-
bable revolution in this country is still whether a recession
will occur, and whether the middle class with its power will be
affected enough to join the poor in rebellious action, If we co
exXperience a serious recession over an adequate perioa of time,
it is quite likely that the middle class will be affected; anc
if theilr needs are not met, revolution is quite feasible, for they
will have power and the. prokable alliance of the poor. Again I
see the intent of such action as socialistic, and 1 do not feel
this to be the solution. nowever, depending on the leacers of a
revolution in this country, it is possible to see a ﬁodified so-
cialism which would be almost suggestive of some of the changes
I suggest, 'This is possible tc see, because I find it hard to
iwmagine a great many wealthy capdtalistically minded people giving

up their "earned" possessions for the good of a state of mind,

-20~




O

which ultiimately political stability or instability becomes.

n the other hand, the dissatisfaction could be so great that the
leaders of such action could call for a total overthrow of the
system, 1iere, then, we also see an important cuestion of who the
leadiers of a possible revolution woulda be,

Throughout this paper 1 have stressea continually a solution
to the problewns of the poor which is a system compromising in
nature. If this wmeans liwmiting the rich more, then we must <o
it in orcder to save any hopes of an equal opportunity systein, it
is not within the scope of this paper to suggest specific answers
to the problems of poverty; however I can make sowme rather broac
suggestions that way help to bring the poor into the system,

In private corresponcence with Senator Philip dart (L-iich,)
1l have received the following infcrmation:

e

The i.ational Commnittee on the causes

and prevention of violence, of which

1 am a member, has just issuecd its final
report, which includées the recownenda-
tion that the estimated $20 hillion dol-
lars that can be saved by the termination
cf Jietnam hostilities be usecd in our
cities and for muth-needed prcegrams for
pollution control, health, housing,
education ancd the like....

we must then have a recrienting of priorities, and wher =74

““hat insidious war in vietnam is encded, that 320 billion must go
into our saci cdomestic scene,
Another suggestion might be tc really aid "black capitalisu"’

by making SBa an effective organization, and thus we could see
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sone black entroprenacurs, As te how this gcoal would be accon-

-

plicshed, 1 am noi gualified Lo say.
Finally i wmight svgoest, as wmany have beforo e, a tromen-
cous boost in federal ald to ecucaticon, whis woust be done sc

inore: of the disscvantagad may have a chance al ecucation, Yet,

as Richard hustin, wmayoral cancidate for tho city of

-

Letrolit
saice, "a billion and a half collars was consicared necescary for

construction at the undergracuate level, but the avthorigzen fi-

gure was pulled down Lo 3950 millicon, bhecause of the press cof the
war, “he oixon kbudget says $43 wmillicn is enough - cne «ollar
34

cut of 20." “his is only one exaiple

“a

hich aua
more woney must be put into education,

1 feel it dnly fitting to close by sighting cur recent
strike for winority adimissions at the Lniversity of ichigan,
hmere was a need that was so apparent and yet again the adumini-~
stration <ild not wmove to “put more pecple in the system," 1t
took a strike to do this, What would have happened if Robben
Flewming's brilliant negotiating finesse had not convinced the re-
gents of the validity of the demanus? I overheardc one frustrateo
striker say, "if we cdon't get these demanas, then we're going to

polarize this whole goddamn campus," and he meant it,

So 1 ask again, America, where are you now: Are the social
neecds of the poor of this country going to be given just con-
sicderation, or areIAmericans going to have to echo dannah Ardent's

worus and resort to violent revolution in orcder to satiate their

neecis? Will they be pushea that far?
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