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ABSTRACT

During six months of the 1969-70 school year, Queens
College was besieged by demonstrations by the black and Puerto Rican
Student-Faculty-Counselor Coalition. While the situation was similar
to that at other campuses in that drastic polarization and racial
animosities were exacerbated, it was unique in one crucial aspect.
Demonstrations at other colleges were generally directed toward
creation of Black Studies programs and increased black student
enrollment. The conflict at Queens, however, was about the way in
vhich Operation SEEK, a remedial prcgram for black students, was to
be run. Perhaps for the first time, the principles of Black Power
were being applied to preparing students from ghetto areas for
college work. The tragedy of the situation was not property damage or
the breakdown c¢f order, but that both sides developed such rigid
positions that crucial educational issues were never really
confronted. The academic establishment became highly emotional and
vas more ccncerned with its own standards than with the needs of the
program, while the Coalition placed more emphasis on black ideology,
and a precious opportunity was lost. (Not available in hard copy due
tc marginal legibility of original document.] (Autchor/DHM)
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. B v _w‘wy s < 2 3
..‘Durlnguxmonthsoftbe1969-70xhoolyeu.®eenlCoﬂegembedegedby
e demonstmlons by an organization koown ds the black and’, Puesto Rican ‘Student-
. Faculty-Counselor Coalition, The card catalogiie in the libmy wis ovetmmed-‘ ‘papers
" snd-books In the registrar's office were scattered on the floor; officés weré oompléd
- and huge windows in three buildings were broken. Twics, d:eacboo!hdtobedosed.'
Andutonepoinuheuunosoherewusocbngedthnumeﬂonhnwoaﬂmdwhen
‘ébhchndwhken-«!enumtedmhotberc»muw it wa halted caly when yomeotie
1 closed one of the gates to the campus, thus preventing & mob of whiu mdeou frond i+

pumung the demonstrating black students off oam Pt e

w.r'\'

”"‘--Thesinutioanueemminmmymysﬂmnntodut puses -
~ throughout the countty, Attimdaonbo:hsidabudeﬂed,tdm&cpbhﬂutioﬂmred '3
© dividing the campus into opposing groups, and racial anizaositles exscesbated to an
unbearable degree. But che Situstion at Queens was unique in one. cracial aipect: ¢
‘Wheters demonstrations at other colleges were almost all directed towird the credtion b
ofmswummmmmmmmmmth:mnm& s
bhckmdenutotbemﬂegelnvolved,tbeduputent@«mondxewbolelgnuedthae \;_~
( {ssues. Rathes, the fight was about the wiy in which Operatién SEEX, a remédial pro-

v{ gram for black students, was to be run. Pethaps for the first time, the principles of -

> bhckpowe:wereberebeingnppliedtotheergud‘dnglydlﬂ‘iadtuuofpnpulng

c’ mdenufromghemuwfo:ooﬂcgemhAndthetalmgedyofthedmﬁonaL
¥4 Queens was pot thit property was dapiged and order broke down, as many séem to :
think. Rather, it lay In che face that both sides o\gedmchﬁg:dposldommu?

N

crucial educational lssues wete never really confronted. Yee these dssues become mote -
. and mote impoctant as programy fike SEEK spring up throughout the country and
ummxhodm&etd«umhedeﬂmmmmgethehbhck#odentbodm;,-
- Becsuse of the highly emotional attitude of both the academic estsblishment, which -2
mmM&Nﬂ&:uonMMﬂ th the needs of the and

program.

- o
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.- of the black aod Puerto Rican gtoup, which pl oed more emphxsu oh blf
e p:edous oppommity 1o dga}\ w;rh 'y most uxgent educatiom.l probla?&
- ; e SRy ;-@f s SR
et Opmuon SFEK was started by the Cuy University of Néw Yok id. 1966 Beguh

as & pilot program at CCNY under 2 Rockefeller grint, SBBK expandéd to the’ fest
of the City Unlverssity, constituting forceful testimony to: the pbllticd pownthl of the
black and Puerto Ricka ghetto. The funding of one million doliass 'Was approved alm 3
~ wih a $450 million bviiding program for the ‘entire City Univetsity m. It \m, !n
o effect, 8 gaid pro gwo: SevenlbhdrleadwinNewYorkmdaome
 slong with the Chancellor of the City University and some white politica$’ leadeti In
- Albany, pointed out that the proposed building program would ‘do litdle to help ghetto 55
studeats, who rarely galned admittance to the largely white, middleclass City University [
 system, Because of ths it scemed foolish for black leaders to take interest in thé build. -
ing program. To galn their support the SEEK funds were added. By aboishing traditions}
entrance requirements for the City University (including a relatively high avetage and *;
sa scademic diploma) and estublishing a program whié! includes scsdéin'e, counselling, *
tnd financial support, SEEK makes it possible for thé ghetto student to have & minch
needed oppommity st further eduation. 25 r‘ .

* In terms of muve innelligenoe the SKBK smdenr bouy is very mnch like the
regulu Queens College srudent body. Some students are cleasly abave average in {ate)-
l:gencemdhavethepocenﬂalwbeamongQueenscollegesbmmﬂemAmm
lasgee group s above average in native ability, the majority are averige, a0d o smallet
group probably is not up to Queens College wotk. But becsuse of thelr educational
backgtound, the SEEX students are far more complicated. Coming brom a ghetto ares, .
SEEK students have all been very badly tralned—and sometimes pot eralsed at all—in
essentlal skills of resading comprehensicn, wrltlng, and such techaloal skills as note-taking
and tesearch techniques. Also, because SBBK studenis have been exposed to s
rigorous academic atmospbere the lack che knowledge—dmgﬁnmdc to middle-
class students—of how to manipulate that eavironment. The ‘middle<class student, for
mple,knombowmul«tthemmldthatfsmwimp&mfottheewne.he
ahoknombowrommfo:menm,mdhov:opmennehtivelyphmiblee:mu

ckid"ogy

tonuchecwbeubehsnoecompl«cdmm!gnment.

likely to simply cut a class or retrest fato complece passivity It he
wotk. A third complication for the SBEK srudant Is that he feels like an iatrader in
a0 ol white werkd Atmost every SEEK srudent knows dhut before SREK started there 11

{ Y v
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\ wereremu‘hblyfe’!wbhckstudenuoncnm epmdnde
i studenulntbeeveulngwuiommsmmdemdsoldohmdmdwdm
there are only a handful of black eachers and administtatore on the campus and thae, !
undltheBhdundPueleanCoaHdontookovetconuolc‘SBBK,che

lsmdonofcbesnnxpmgnmmd:m]orlzyofd:etmbmw&ewhite.hhnoc
surptising, therefore, that he suspecis 'a hostile envlronment in whlrh whlte tacbm
lodged beneath the mfwe ready 0
: :aseinhis’environment. oY

‘ ,-up v

; Ironicdly the SBEK student Is forcéd 0 be better tlun hls whloe oounwpa.rt in -
order to acbleve the sume degree of success. Because he i Ignomne of shottcuss
" thae the white studenc knows, he is forced to learn almost evetything, without

"+, selecting out the key Information that the middleclass stadent selects, Beosuse of the

FE RS

mmmunmmmmmmtmwmmm(m
to be known slmply as the Coalition) formed at Queens. It presented the college with
© & list of demands, predicated on seversl key assumptions. Most basic is the belief that
, the standard college cucriculum is, ae best, lerelevant to black students and, at worse,
»'fndu.mcbugehtha:mhnmﬁqdnm.byemphuhmgmhbmnvdw,
-~ and thought, not only ignores aress such a3 Africs, which are crucial for black students,
but Implicitly accepts the sacist view of western culture as the best possible caleure, -
.meammuqmsmcmum
their heritsge, both in the United States and In Africa. In

moumhthh,themlidonddms.bhckpeoplemuxbehdmgeol‘ lnsd;

i
]
H

3

4, the Coulidos, wsked foe che folowing: 1) the
his replacement by & black director of thelr cholce;
mﬂmembeulnsnm(onnlllmh,

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

‘vofmchmaterhlsintbeamlaﬂum (mdindeed in all coll

. ‘The educational reality, however, Is that, withoat such. work, SEEK. studénts &

ss_e,;wi

AVE s 5 :

But,utheametlme,meohbember‘chmga made by the‘Coehtionwonld,
inallhkehbood,dogmthnm:otbeprogrm.fonheyrepresenndh:emdofedu-

possiblydoweﬂincoﬂege.Bnteotbecaudon,dxecompcofmedeork
mpect.munderlylngmumpdonhthattoexpectmdenuaoneedmhwotklh*
slmplytouy that they are infetlor; therefore, one allegedly starts out with low expecta.
* tions Sowing from racist views. Requiring & student to éake & od-credit remedial
mumlsabdumlywmngcbe%ﬁﬂmoﬂmed.mdtbmgg&dat@ﬂkm
should in any way be diffetent from regular Queens College coussey Insules SEBK
mdenu.ThlntdmdeunlamdsotocbequudonofmkMPotd:eCodldon.
a lighter course load is simply snother reflection of & racist meaitalley, ribee e too sbediny
. to say that black students cannot do the same things thae white « o £ Codse-
quently, all non-cradic courses were eliminated from the progrem, o odial work was
re!egnredtonseconduymle,mdmaudwumupmedmany md;}uvlu ;

Todenydntmeof&mblkadenuhvemedwﬁondhndhpgm
m,bmdenymhq.Oneumogond:eooehmd.cﬂdduthetoullmdquuyof
" high school education for blacks and at’the same time insisc thae these tamie students asé
resady for & standsed college work load. The root of the problem emanates from an empha.
sls on political thetotic at the expense of educational questions. Bactuse the obviousty
~ cosrect political view {5 that black Is bes dful, and that black and white students are

auymdnaenmemndmfmanuwmeommmmmm
needumbelpbefontbqundoéolkgew mwwmmm
' Jess, Is that lntelligence and skills are sj :3ta ‘1o sy thit & studefit ns &mmoc
Mﬂd«dopmmhdmplylonwz,ulu‘d”twl&oohmdhul"w

) nu.,a g
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o it !n 20 vny teﬂecu on the student’s intelligence. So, even though & particulat black

- " gteat deal of trouble in college because of his
of remedinl work {s ndst is Absurcl.

| tbe SEEK student. First, they eliminsted & remedial Bnglish course designed for stidents -

- will not be able to obtain tite extra work they need. And to make mateers more difficule, °

-, the number of class hours In *he cae writing course was reduced from five to four, thus -

fomz_gthemchumbommommamldlnlmtimem&hdedmfmn
: y

‘_  uetobeseenuenctlyhkeod:etQ«wemCollegemdeots,theeﬁonmtomake,
. dushoursudoseto:egu!uQxeemCoUegebmmupouible.Insodolng.howeva.
- much vdmble tlme was lost. £

~ student may be much brighter than the average white studeat, be will stll have &
hckof:ldlls.'rosaydunheoonoept

RGP IR '1;\;;‘ ?“l“-‘ He }v

nus emphasis Ied the Coalition to do several :hings thet may very wrell hinder -

with very severe handicaps in wrlting—even thovgh this same ‘course s taken by one
fourth of the white Queens College student body. This mesns that the lirge number :
of students who desperately need more than the standard one-semester writing courses

political outlook ratier than from an educationsl one. Bacause SERK students

Anmxhrdeemphasuonshlldeve!opmentanbemnlnsodllsdence.lnthe
pre-coalition SEEK program, all students took an introductory soclal science ‘course, *
which carried three credi*s and which had two basic purposes: o aoqualnt students with
the Idess, methods, and concepts used la field: which they would encounced throughout
college and which they often had absolutely no knowledge of—sociology, psychology,
history; and, mote Important, to teach students the skills needed to deal with such
concepu.nhconrsemdsoeﬂmlnmdbythecodxdon.Smdeoumtobeginwlth_w :
Coatemporary Civilization I, a very difficult course with enough required macetlal 0
ﬁllmmthanooesemestu.leavinghtt!etimefonhlhmk Onceaym.tbenumbu‘
ofdmbmnmcutfromﬁvetofour 5

Memphuhooldeologvnnheexpemofeduadoodmmsbomludflnt-‘
seversl other areas of the Coalition’s pho for UEEK. In the pre-Coal'don program,
students wete allowed to take as many or as few credits per ser. a3 chey were

apbleoflmdung;the yﬂgldsdpnhdonbelngthndmlngthdrﬁmmu»:

the students take n t The rstiooale was that 00 student should be horoed €0 <5 .
assumie mote than paodle. ‘This Bexibility was viewed origioally as & major <%
beaelit of the program. &huluﬁunumpcmbddbdsnm(uudenu.f g

hom. dou Mmdug;kem‘lztoupolnumm_
) ’ o . “‘ . B . R

\
£
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i from the very beginnlng. thus elummting the ﬁexibihty of prcvi y
" students this will be fine. But it deprim the vast majority of students of d:eopportunlty
to move forwird at their own pace and to select cours: loadsthatateoommensume‘
' with their capucity and Interest at thit particular poirt. And in some cused the courses
- ‘:he Ooahdon has set up are, I anythlng. harder than the regulu oollegecourm‘. fy
S : IR 1 e R s et 3321..
: Mmthowmhoneenmple.quthereguJuQueemmdenuam&entu
' ooﬂegewitbontdneeyunofhlgbschoolmﬂ:,mSBEKmﬂemhtvenotgooe
bevondtmd:ymmnhmdmnnyhavenotgonebeyoMnlmhywmad:. e

e ‘yj'k"‘ lg‘“:‘ .

Pmally, this obmsxon vmh treating SEEK mdenu like othet students, re

of their educations} handicaps, shows up In amall day to day problems:. Inthepte-
coalition SBEK program, fot example, teachers often used the xerox machine to copy
interesting artides so that each studentmlghthmnoopytofouowdnﬂngdeuned‘
work on tesding comprehension. But the Coalition began to suggest that to do this
was patroalzing and that students should be sequired to read such articles in the libery, &
Aumu!t,tbeuxofchexmmuhhemmlcdynmltedmddeulledmdlng*
comprehemion work v thus mde impossib!e on such ndclu. %

< 3,' PP

nishnottonythutheoomeptofbhd:pwuisn':mpcﬁb!ewlthbh&‘
eduadon. The Coslition's actions have resukted in many worthvhile reforms both o
sm{mdntQueemCollege.memphuhonupoaldvebhckldmdtyMamm
plishedwondenformnymdenulntemsofbdphgtbunhod«dopamd
ptide. The denand for relevance 1n courses helps to change the standard whiteorlented
cutricefum (andchelssuaoftheghettomdohhehhmymdudmeofmlmﬂq;_,
ywpammhmnwueb«omingmmmdmuamofdwmniaﬂmu&q.\‘
should be). Aumult,sevenlmcourmhavebeenlntroduced.mdmostpmhbly:_"
rasny mote will follow, Beauuofoochtlonprmre,mymocenmdaummed}-;
a:SEPK:hhywthmhadpreviomlybeenphnned,mdthhdonehenonshto}usdfy"‘-
the Coulition's exiscence. What the Coalition has done 8 to at least ralse fssues which

manypeoplemdbnnlmuingformhn&mtbepm—dapltethehmdu :
otientation—they are helplag to Integeate o formerly all-white school, and they are
helpingcomake:heconcermoleduadonmorerelmntto:hemdenamdwsodeq
uawhole.Anbeumulmqbowmr.therehubeenuonfuﬁonofpoﬂduhb«odc:7‘" 5
and edumioml mlhy. whkh my hm damg{ngcomeq«m :

\‘u
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' _‘ . black education to a secondary concern, it at lesst represents on attempt t0 méet the'
~ needs of black and Puetto Rican students, and the ‘mistakes it bas made are undeteind:’

. able, although aguable. But the resction of many members of the stademic establish:
/ ment is less understandable. All too often academics serve to ignore educational lasies £

~ reaction Is sunply absurd, without suppordng evidence whatsoever, Some faculty merm.

* than their white counterparts, Where the white teacher is sometines easy becauss of

— o o~

| Al:hough the Coalition position seems to relegate the most lmpomntz!sme of .

emi:ely and do not even really address themselves to the problems. In some cuses, this

bers were certain for example, that thé Coalition ‘wanted to gain conttol of SEEK only
i otder to pass all of the students, without requiring much work from them. In fact,
the opposite if anything Is the cuse, since the Coalition’s plan for SEEK forces the
students t0 work much harder, and the black teachers are, if anything, more demanding:

Y misplaced sense of guilt, the black teacher tends to etr in the opposine direction. Yer, -
time and time again the lmplication was made chat SEEK wanted t6 teach its own
courses and hire its own teachers simply to be able to pass students on & wholesalé bayis. *
Other members of the academic establishment chacged that the Coalition wis not intet-
ested in education at sll, but simply wanted to gain power Eonheixawnpenood ehds
and to strike back at white people in general. Whatever can be sald of the Coulitloo,
thete is 0o question that they are deeply Interested in education for Black and Puerto
Rican studeats. To claim otherwise is to be totally ufale. A mot ; understandable objec-
tion dealt with the Coalition’s methods—with the use of violence agalnie property tn
achieve eduaations] eods. There Is no doubt that this questioo is obviously & valld one

mzmudummonoftbemsonswhymchviolmmmedmdohbegonlsfot ;
which it was used. Yer such ulm ’dismssion was sbsent ln the hymdul 10
violence. P 3L ,;

%

Mmyoftbmmmommtheputofwhite&aﬂqmembmmfmanm
t00 prevalent unconscious tacism. No soonet had the dispute come lnto the opea than
people began to ask whether SREK had a tight to exist at all on the Queens Collegé
ampus, and whether “thoste students® could ever fi into & university, Ochers, con..
fronted with the presence of 700 SEEK students on campus, indicated that they dida'e
mlodsm!{ulongutbenumbetofmﬂenundmlmdmmlya‘ul&k tﬁood
ofbh&mdenuwunmpuble. :

‘lhemoucommontmdm,howem wumddenomhdnﬂngoonmwhbu
quudmofmdemkmndmb—numﬂlymnuhemnda&of‘sm(ludf but

f%




" vith the effect of SEEK on-the siandurds of the rest of che soliege, What W the. best
' way to help students develop the skills they need to compete successf <

* . ‘The focus wat not on helplng SEEK at all but rathet on protecting Quetni € 7
- standards agalast what many petcelved aS 8 devolutlon of #cademic standards. by §BB,K i
' students (nlthough. It should be emplnslzed. many of thm same fw:lzy. e i

e process and ‘out of the notmal depmm tgi jealuuslet wluch. in’this c'ue,
vited 10 the extreme. _'rhe prime mmple of bu:éuuqatic pompllcat!ons was
. i of e wit

"~ This was lmposslble s!nce thete is £y oqlle m“ whlch &
given by the depmment in chatge of | tlut ; ’I}!
‘ ,sivina

as English, Contemporary Clvllimioa. An. ind tlfe:‘ li!:é dés j te the

o degzea, in many of the major depamnenis on campus. It was xn part 'y matter sunply
* of buseaucratic Irﬂexnblllty and in part of an unconscnously racut assumption ,that SEEK

tion proposed that SEEK be allowcd to teach il required courses to SEEK studens. The
leguimate question 0 be discussed involves the ndvantages and dxsadvantaga of what
is almost a two-year school for SREK students; yet the reaction which such a pxopoa;l
. evoked had much mote to do with each department’s view of its own tightful po ers. »

. And unfortunately, although such disputes might have been lroned out in ‘private in na b
lcss volatde atmosphere, the fact that these dlscussions Wexe pubhc setved only o harden

ERIC
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. utmost Aexibllity in all aress from curriculura development o hiriog of staff. Whether :
. fexibllity can be achieved by grantisig total formal autonomy of not; some accomods- |
" ton must by made so that SEEK is ot caught o a strlct bureaucratic fmmework.
. Similagly, although each department maj be best suited (o choose teacheis in that szea
voqthebaslaoffotmdq doas,theSBBKtuchexmwdspbenb!;wmmochet
 criterls, snch as the ability to relate to' black snd Pusrto Rican smdenu, and ‘the best.

.
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- to submerge the vital educational issues involved in favor of more buxeaucxatlc con-

| ‘ perform a real disservice to SFEK

" the problems of ghetto studeats. The one group, by caphasizing political shetoric at !
. the expeuse of educational problems of rersediation overreached the other,’ thteatenrd

- the Issues. As-the two positions harden and emorlons run high chances of & recon-
i ciliatlon become fewer. And what sterts out as an educationsl issue becuings purely o
| power struggle. Within such a context, the chief loser will always be the. individu&l

Ly At should be helping them most. -

B

Win Ia other words, wbat the typlcal mction of‘ the!accdemic emblishment ‘did was :

cerns, The Coalition demand for awtonomy, as & fusther sxample, has many arguments |
In its favoe. Precisely because SREK Is an experimental program, it needs t0. bave the |

judge of that is clearly the SEEK staff. Under such circummnces. for » depuunen: to
concern itself almost exclusively with its own nghrs. as some dcpmmer.t; did, ,‘ls to .

" The reactions of both groups, in brief, fell far shost cf 2 :eal{stic' consldcndoa of .

by the situation retzeats into @ fairly rigid bureaucratic pose and by emphaslzlng rules
and regulations over approaches to problem-solving, becomes incapable of dealing with |

SEEK student, Unul 8 way is found to concentrate on educational problem.s instead of .
questions of powsr, these students will continue to be shortchanged by the very grougs

/




