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Introduction to the Unit

In exemining the hallowed dooments of the United States govern-
mant,, many social scientists have desoridbed the philosophical platitudes
and have contrasted these with the too often grim realities of Ameriocan
11fe, From our sarliest history, certain groups and co.rtn.in colors
wers dented equality, Landmarks of liberty seemed primed for exclusivs
patronage of those with white skin, of Protestant persuasion, amd of
cortain national origins,

The ohosen people vars sasily assimilauted into the "American Vay,"
but excluded individuals were often exposed to physioal or verbal pun-
{slments in all aspeots of their lives, This fear of people differing
tn Lackground, culture, religion, or skin color, has affested American

" 1ife from the beginning of our eslonmization period., At tines it has

been ‘ntense ard burning; at other times it has been a sudb rosa manifesc-
tation, Verbal or physioal disorimination was practiosd to thart
unwanted economic nompetition, to subvert foreign ideologies, to prevent
miscegenation, or to jouct with the unknown, In periods of unshcoked
fury, this fear has led to oruel and senseless bputality, espeoctally
for *he Black Ameriocan, who has felt the frenty in the burnings of homes
and churches, lynchings, and olher terroristioc aots, If not overtly
sanotioned by responsidle authorities, these orimes were often over-
looked or irresponsidly handled, Violenos has played a tragio role in
our history,

Raocism and nativisa are not unique features in our lives, nor are

they restrioted vo only one partiocular region of our land, Asple
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docunentation is availsble to point to the emergsence of patterns of
hate throughout our history in rany diffoxint e;;ttinga. It is very
diffioult for any area to flaunt a self-rightsous attitude,

This unit treats some of the violent developments in the twentieth
cantury by focusing on the hopes of the Blacks during the election of

' Woodrow Wilson, and then moving to Wor)d Wair I, emphasising the tragio

consequences of that war for the Hlacks, Following the allied viotory,
it traces the Mack Hm's.fight for a reaffirmation of his own dignity |
in Anerioa, The United States became caught up in post{jwar fears -.
a fear of the Hlaock migration northward, & red scare, and a fear that
the old moral code was being destroyed,

As {deadim faded and normaloy reigned in the twentles, the
resurrected Xu Klux Klan marched in sheeted splendor to wrestle with
the devils threatening 1008 Americanisa, Their targets, varying from
state to state, would inoclude the violator of "good" morsls, the Hlaok,
the booutleggar, the union organiser, the foreigner, the Jew, and the
Catholio, The phencmenon of the Klan embraced much of American institu-
tional 1ife with the apogee of Klan strength resched in the 1924 eleotion,

From the 1920's the unit dips into the Depreszion deocsde to 1llux-
trate the ocontinued existenos of well-finanoed hate organisations, rh.‘
theme of anti-Semitiem, linked with the Russian Revolution and then
conveniently intervoven with labor organising and the Hlack man, was
often the catalyst that galvanised groups into wasplish astion, That
Lthese efforts in the 1920's and 1930's were not merely the payohotic
exoretiors of maddened personalities s evidenoed by the magnitude
of the cititenry purchasing the 1iterature and oontﬁbgting to the
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campalgns, This study conoentrites on a foﬁ of t.hckujor hate organ-
i1zatlons to 1l1lusirate their phllosophies, ludors., .and goals,

In a continuing study, similar themes and conditions oould be
examined and perliaps historicsl gensralizations gleaned, For example,
great disappointments resulted from both major wars -« violence, deception,
a hunt for scapegoats, abdication of authority._;nd blighted 1ives
wore paralle) in both experiences, To complete t.ho period of 1900~
1069, this unit should inolude a study of HoﬁrtMm. the splintered
Klans of the 1950!'s, the White Citizens Counocils, the American Naezi
Party, and the John Birch Soclety, ‘

An exanmination of these organizations and their patterns of thought
and action would help the studant learn the extent to whio. violanoe
has permeated our history, As a reaotion to the continued spirit of
intolerance and reocisam in the land, the Hlacks have polarized, The
polarization, although not jJoined by a1 in the Hlack ocommunily, has
intensified in the 1960's with the viclent death of prominent white
and black leaders,

The problemas have been glossed over and the ambiguities have
remained obsoure in high school history courses, A study of racist
and nativist behavior will give the student some understardings of the
probleas in our soolety and should provide him with & rationale to
fight the hate that oontinues to erode trust and gooperation,




II,

Woodrow Wilson, the New Freedom, and the Black Hope

A,

The New Freedom, 1912

1,

3.

During the 1912 Presidential oampaign, Woodrow Wilson promised
to treat ilacks with fairness and with justios, These promises
had been oouplold with a pledge of economic equality, -
A nunber of Hlaok intellectuals such ar W,E,B, DuBois were
oonvinoced that Woodrow Wilson, despite his Southern heritage,
was not spouting campaign rhetorio in his promises to the Haocks
of thia nation, They believed in Wilson's sinoerity and worked
diligently for a Demooratio viotory, They chose to believe in
the humanitarian Wilson and they approached the inaugural with
high expentations,
The election of Woodrow Wilson in 1912 was marked by a higher
per cent of Negro support than the Demooratic Party had ever
achieved,
The hopes of the Hlack ccemunity were soon shattered by announoce-
ments from the oapital, The oonservative Wilson had suooumbed
to the Southern wing of the party.
a, Segregation was introduced into such federal agencies as
the Post Office and the Treasury Departaent, _ _
b, Woodrow Wilson, by exescutive order, segregated most of the
flack federal amployses in eating and rut-rogn facilities,
0, Nmorou.s loginlztin proposals advooating further diserimine
ation \;ora received in Congress,
d, Federal posts which had traditionally gone to Hlacks were

taken from them in a deliberate disoriminatory poliay,
olte



H, The 5lacks in World War I ~ "Making the World Safe for Demooracy

1,

2,

3.

5

The United States Amy inducted 367,000 Hlacks, Approximately
33,000 Macks served in the Navy, According to historian John
Hope Franklin, approximately 31 per cent of the Hlabks registering
wers accepted, while 26 per cent of the whites registering were
acoepted, This, he feele, is attributable not to superior
physioal and montq characteristios Sut to callous and disorimin-
atory draft boards in the matter of oxqptions..

There was no place for Blacks in the Army Alr Force, the Coast

Guard, or the Marines, Their chores in the Navy wers chiefly

of a menial oapacity,

From the beginning, the Black press endorsed the war but nade

denands for military and oivilian reforms to confom to the

high 1deals for whioh we supposedly marched to war,

The Black soldier was subjeoted to diuo;'mimtory treataent in

the United States, Elacks were sometimes refused restaurant,

lodging, theater, and recoreational f‘soilit_iu availadble to the
white serviceman,

Black soldiers were generally placed in segregated units leod

by white offiocers, After a deteruined struggle, Klacks were

sucoessful in estadblishing & canp to train Black offiocers,

4, On Ootober 15, 1917, at Port DesMoines, Iowa, 439 Negroes
were comrissioned = 106 captaine, 329 Mrst Lieutenants,
and 204 Seoond Lisutenants, Bventually 1,300 were to
receive ocmissions, Thess offiosrs were often to suffer
from nsme-talling and from being ostracised,
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b, No black fighting man, outside of a band officer or oh;piain,
received a higher ranking than captain,

6, Three-quarters of the approximately 200,000 Haock troops that
vent oversess were in noncombatant labor duties. These troops
suffered further dtaoriningtton as stevedores, orderlies, truck
drivers, cooks, oonstruotion men, and other labor details,

7. Those Black troops assigned to the fighting front fought with
real heroimm, Individuals, ocup;hios. and regimants received
medals and other ;aonors for their acoomplishments, The French
were especially pleased with the fighting strength of the Haock
soldier,

8, Amerloan white offioers and puiitioclans were conocerned about
Black soldiers fraterniging with Frenoch women while in Franoe.
The French received a seoret dooument, Seoret Iaforwation
Concerning Slack Troops, that asserted that oomplete separation
of Hlacks and whites be stiioctly adhered to lest Blacks assault
and rape white wamen,

a, The French paid 1ittle attenticn to the dooument,

b, Soms white Americans were obvioualy fearful that the Hlaok
experience obtained in Franoe would be detrisental to the
inter-racial stedility upon the Kaok ssldiers return to
the United States, 7This is to illustrate that the raaist
attitudes were so fimaly entrenched in the ninds of some
that even a war fough’ ostensibly to proteect and expand
denooragy oouldndt ssen to diclodge this type of thinking,
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0. Claims that 'npofms prevalent among Black tiveps in France B
was investigated by prominent individuals and found "o be |
unsubstantisted in faot,

9. The Fu.aok_a had fought ha#d and honorably in Burope in World War

I to save the world for demooracy, They returned to the United

States hoping that the spirit had reached this ahoxvg and that

this nation, t.oo. wouldbe safe for demooraoy,

C. Race Riots.» 1919
1, During World War I, large numbers of Blacks nigrated to the

Nort!: because of greater economioc opportunities and the great.

or 11K1thood of being treated 1ike a nan instesd of a ohild,

It 18 estimated that 500,000 Hlaoks oame North from 1915-1918,

They olustered in the urban areas in tle poorest dmning5 wrd

generally reoceiving the poorest labor opportunitles, .

2, The growth of tho Hlack comunity did provide greater numbers

for the Blsok amiddle class, greater oireulation fo;r the Hlaok

press, and a greater sanse of sirength and militanay to}j the

Ziaok people,

a, In his article, "ds Returmn Mghting," W.B,B, DuBois presented .
& rationale for the returming Hlaock servioceman to help bring
about necessary reforms in the United States, -

b, Other leaders in the press cutlined the needs of m& }
Morics lmediately folloving World War I,

3. A series of race riots droke out in the uuca'mr of 1919.

Bighty people were 1ynched in that year, tiw highest nnbn'

in a decede, Seversl ressons have been ?tndnud as t»o.v‘!v
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‘he 1919 sevagery broke out in various areas of this nation:
e, Walter White, head of the NAACP, ata£od the following items to -
explain the violer e of 1919: |

1) race prejudioce |

2) economic oompetition

3) i)olit.ioal oorrup.tion anci exploitation of Negro vot.ors'

4) polios inefficiency

5) newspaper lies about Negro orimes

6) unpunished orimes against Nogfocs

7 rﬁz‘;sing -. .

8) reaction of whites ard Negroes frou war o

b, Other reasons that partially explein the 1919 viclence would
include: | |

1) fear of the New Negro coming hoame fram war with ideas
of soolal and pdlitiocal equality, 'Put him in his
place," There are 1nstahou of lynchings of :Bl_noku
with their uniforms still on. ..

2) HNortherners worried abont i‘ho tremendous migntion to
the olties, Wnites were oonoornod about, the Aoourity
of their jobs, ' v - ‘

3) Strict union memborship confined many Blacks to thoss :"’3;
Jobs riot desired by the whites, o

4) There was exploitation of EHlacks by 1urd;o;~ds md
nmerchants, | | . :

L, Bitter disillusionment with Voru.inu. Fhuopom wu's.\ tho

Russian vaolution. and dcmestio umu had set in. A' L

1
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resurgent nativien, sparked by wartime repression and propaganda
methods reappeared on the soene once again, It of course had never
entirely disappeared, The world Was no safer foo demooraoy or for

the Hlacks than it had been before the saerifice of men,

sadings
A. The New Freedom

J.H, l!:ranklzn, From Slavery to Freedom, ohaptor IxIv, pp.

' 52" ? .

L.H, Fishel & 3, Quarles, The Ne Amorioam Doaumonturx
History, ohapter 9, pp, 3 -3 » PP. 3 -ﬁo

B.H. Wurd.a’;d.. Piotorial History of the B.'h.g American,
page %7,

5. The Blacks in World Wer I - "Making the World Safe for Demooracy"

K.G. Goode, From Africa to the United States Then...,
Chapter 2%, pp. 117-120, and

J.H. Franklin, From Slavery to Freedan, chapter XXIV,

L.H., Fishel & B, Qutrlos. %ho Negro Am American: A gg ontn;x
History, pp. 363-364, pp. 5%53&51 .

M., Meltzer, In Their Own Words: A History of tho Amoricm
Negro, vol, 3, pp. -

B, Ward, ed,, Piotorid stogx of the E‘ltok M—& P, 63.

C. Rece Riots, 1919

. Cash, The M d of the 0 South, pp. 301.308,
. Franklin, From Slav edom, chapter XXV,

J
H
.G, Goode, Fr "Trica to the Tnited States and Then...,
T
H

p. 120,

« Kerlin, The Voibde of the Hegro, 1919, pp. 75-100,
. Fishel & B, Qutrloa, Tho Negro Amor‘lom: A Doomxontag

Hi atou. pp. B0330.°

M, Meltzer, in Thei Words: Hs g_x_;z &g g; g
Negro, vol, pg.mZB-E? A & -L

B, Ward, ed,, Pigtorlg Histm of the M g m. p. ’49.
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III. Normsley . Tho lighted Years, 1920's

A,

The New KJan

The new Klan was .orgmtzed by W1lliam Joseph 3immons of Atlanta,

Georgia, A mmblor of many fraternal organieations, he hid assign-

od himself the title of colonel, The first muti‘ng of the resurgent

Klan was held on top of Stone Mountain, east of Atl&ﬁta. on Thanks« |

Aving, 1915, Thirty-four oitizeas of Georgla attended, The

state of Georgia greanted ths Knights of the Ku Klux Klan a charter

on December 4, 1915,

1. The Klan's growth was spurred on by Th;:nnas Dixon Jr.'s, The
Clansman, which D, W, Griffith filmed into "The Birth of a
Nation," This two hour and forty-five minute ﬁ'.hn epic told
the sensational story of "Black" Roconstruction md tho threat
to white supremscy through a white Southornors eyes, Stereotype
was piled upon artistic sterectype, criatggli.wlth great artistic
filming skill, this epic had much to do with the new Klan rising
out of well-deserved obscurity, |

2, To make a money paylng proposition out of the Klan, Simmons
had the aid of two publicity agents, Edward Young Clarke and
Mrs, Elizabeth Tyler, These two, through a well-advertised
Klan campaign for membership, attracted thousan&l into the
ranks of the Klm and thereby placed millions of dollara in
their pockets through membership fnq md by selling \mifoma»
and other Klan regalia, . ’ _ N

3. Klan organization was not rutrictodiv to only.ono looation in |
the nation, Other substantially st.zfong Klan gr&_ups were in

-10-



rost geographic areas of the United States in the 1920's,

a, There were Klan leaders that onrctod almost autonomously
from the central organization, They shared a portion of
the initiation fee (the Kleotoken) with the Simmon leader-
ship but the local Klan 1saders directed their groups to
best suit the strongest hate or fear of that region, Socme
Klans were much more conocerned with morality, enforocement
of prohibition,Fanti-foreign feeling than with the Black
problen, _

b, Membership was open to a native-born white Protestant
oitizen, wpo was not affiliasted with nmr xforoign institution
and who loved his country and his flag, Honborqhip estimates
of 4,000,000 ~ 4,500,000 have been made,

i, The goals of the Klan would include the following:

a, Protection of traditional Ameriocan values as defined by
the Ku Klux Klan,

b, Antagonisma to Catholiocs, Jews, the foreign-born, and the
Hacks,

¢, Seocuring llogislation to stem the tide of tmmigration,

d. Stopping the tide of Elack emigration to the North.'

o; Upholding "law and order,"

5. Several authors have different explanations for the success
of the Xu Klux Xlan in the years 'following World War Is

a, "The war had simply suspended those animosities while
American nationalisa vented itself in other directions,
Once the war and irmediate postwar period passed, the

two leading nativist traditions of the early twentieth
century, Anglo-Saxonism and Anti-Catholioism reocccupied

the field," 'J, Highim, Strangers Ir the Lapd, p. 266,
-11- J




c,

"But above all, because of their fears and their will,
they were filled with hate for whatever differed from
themselves and their ancient pattern, For hate, of
ocourse, is always and everywhere the correlative of
fear: the mechanism whioh men most often fortify
themselves against their terrors, And these men were
superlatively ripe for hating, The organiged propa-
ganda of the war had drilled them in the habit of
hate with a thoroughness and an intensity entirely
without parallel in prior human history." W,J, Cash,
The Mind of the South, p. 297,

"They sought new outlets for their penteup animosities,
and they found them by oreating new enemies, The war-
time messtanio spirit and the drive for conformity
beoame postwar hysteria, The year 1919 saw fearful
Anerica, spurred by the spectacle of bloody shaos in
Bolshevik Russia, engage in a nationwide hunt for
ubiquitous Communists, anarchists, and nihilists,

Even modern Soclalists and labor unionists were branded
Wpadioals! " -.C, Ci AIOXAMJ}'. L Klux Klan in the
Southwest, p. 13, ,

Al Smith, 1924 and 1928

The new Klan was not just a one-party ofganization. It

occupied, by 192, powerful positions in both the Democratic

and Republican parties,

The Klan issue in the 1924 Dcmoornti‘o Party Convention
prevented the frontrunners.- William Gibbs Moadoo, Al
Suith and Oscar W, Underwood -.from winn:!.nz‘sufﬁoiont
delegate strength to receive tho nomimtion. The Klan
question !plit the Domoorntic Party ranks in the 1924
meeting, -

The Demooratio candidate, John W. Davis, attacked the
Klan in his 192 oaxpaign and asked that Republican
Cal¥in Coolidge !~ similarly repudiate the hooded order,
The Republiocan Vice-Presidantial candidate did make an
anti-Klan speech; Silent Cal remained silent,

-12.



0.

d.

The Democratic Party, by 1928, deoided thet it could

not afford another intramural free-for-sll so Al Smith,

the able New York governor, won his party's nomination,

The major issues of the 1928 campaign were Smith's

Catholioism, his Tammany association, snd his opposition

to Prohibition, |

1) It should be said that Smith's overwhelming defeat
admini stered by Herbert Hoover cammot be orodit.;d

to the Klan nor to his religion, A number ‘or in.

portant f;ctors should be considered:

2) Prohibition feeling was strong.

b) Smith's voice, dress, and speech patterns Wers
deoldedly diffsrent from those:of btha Ameridani
heartiand, ’ |

¢) The radio was beginning to play a role in
political campaigns, It is possible that
Hoover's twang appealed to more ocitizens than
did Smith's New York accent.

d) The times were prosperous for the majority of
vhite Americans, so why change pa;'tios?

o) Hoover had a good wartime reputation and had

served in the Harding and Coolidge administrations,
2) Hoover's self-made man image and his administrative

experience gained him the admiration and votes of
large nuabers of Americans in the 1928 elecstion,
The Klan strenuously campaigned against Smith in the

1928 election, Smith confronted the religious issue
C «13- ' :
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by traveling to Oklahoma Clty to speak out in the heart
of Klan oountry, Smith went down to resounding defeat
in the election but he did not compromise in his basio
beliefs,

C. Henry Ford and Anti-Semitism in the 1920's

1. "The new anti-Semitism secured its standard-bearer and its

prophet in one of the commanding figures of th.o day, Henry
Ford,!" Ford was respected, popular, wealthy and a widely
discussed possibility for the Presidential nomination.
Arthur Schlesinger Jr, says of Henry Ford, MA m.n of
genuis, he was at the same time narrovw, ignorent, and
mean spirtted, ,,.His impulses were vagrant and confused,
and too often he acted on them," A,S. Schlesinger, Jr.,
The Crisis of the 01d Order, p. 73,

Two possibilit‘ioa oexist to explain Henry Fofd_'s anti-

Semitlsm: '

4, The failure: of therHenvydFordcPeads Shiptventdre'n:
during World War I (1915-1916) was blamed by Ford
on the Internstional Jewish bankers who, 'ho said,
wished to make vast profits from the war,

b, The economic slump of 1920 struck Ford, He had
borrowed $75,000,000 from eastern bankers in 1919:

| in order to buy out his partners, The doo;@no of
osr sales in 1920 presented him with debts and un-
sold aut'..omo‘bilu. die anti-Semitic m;do,lb'oggn ‘
at this pericd,
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3, Ford's campaign of anti-Semitic hate was daliberate and
long lasting, Ford used his paper, The Dearborn Independ-
ant ,to brondout."hil violous attackr, The ocirculation of
this paper at one time was 700,000, The artioles attacking
Jews were base 1lies helping to nourish existing underocurrents
of mistrust and hate, The Dearborn Independent!s brand of
journalisn sowed doubts and assisted other hate organiza-
tions in gathering maliolous propaganda for their partioular
malevolent purpose,

a, [:.e Dearborn Independent published a series of so-
oalled doouments that were titled The Protoocols of
the Wise Men Q g_i_g_}l. Supposedly this material proved
that thers was a world-wide Jewlsh conspiracy to
establish Jewish supremacy. Though the Protacols
wers proven forgeries they kept oropping up in Ford's
paper and in other hate.mongering journals at houme
and abroad,

b, The organizational haters linked the Protocols wifh
the Cormunist movement in Russia and with the Bolshevik
Revolution, This "proved" the authentiocity of the
Protocols and conveniently linked the Jew with the
Cormuni st movement in Awerica, The Jew thon:. could be
hated as a Jew and as a member o:;f a ﬁbzorsiw anti. -
Ameriocan orgahiution. |

o, Henry Ford's attacks began in 1920 and contimied until
1927 vwhen he publioly apologized while under heavy

-15'
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attack from several fronts in America, By the
time he called & strategic retrest, much demage
had been done to the Jew here in the United States

and even more so in Europe,

Readings:
A, The New Klan

C.C. Alexander, The Ku Klux Klan in the Southwest, chapters
l&2, ‘

D.M, Chalmers, Hooded Americanism, chapter 4, .

K.G, Goode, From Afrioa to the United States ard Then...,
p. 120, _ '

J. Higham, Strangers In the Land, pp., 286-299,

R.T. Kerlin, The Voice of the Negro, 1919, pp, 100-125,

I. Leighton, ed., The Aspirin Age, '

G, Myers, History of Bigotry in the United States,
chapters XX, XXI, XXII,

J..H, Mshel and 3,Quarles, The Negro American: A Dooumentary
History, pp. 404405,

W.P, Randel, The Ku Klux Klan: A Century of amy,
chapters 11, 12,

B, Al Smith, 1924 and 1928

C.C, Alexander, The Ku Klux Klan in the Southwest,

chapters 8,9,
D.M, Chalmers, Hooded Americanism, chapters 28,29, 30,41,
G.Myers, History p_f Bigotry in ____%"m United Stat;s. 'c}upt.or XXIII,
A,S, Rice, The Ku Klux Klan in Ameriocan ?ohﬁos. Chapters

TI1, VL, VEL,
C. Henry Ford and Anti-Semitism in the 1920%'s -
J. Higham, Strangers In the Land, p. 265, pp. 280-285, p. 327,
G, Myers, }{Iatog of Bigotry in the United States,
m. ’

Chapters .
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IV, Ths Depression Decade, 1929-1939

The nineteen thirtiss, a period of violent economio distress, gave
rise to a number of soothsayers and demagogues intent on #aving this
natton from eoonomic, politicsl, or philosophic doom. Among the
crusaders wers men who preached hate and continusd the frenzied | ,
attacks of earlier periods in our history,

A. Father Coughlin, a Detroit, bachigan,priest with a charismatio
radio speaking voice, took up the cudgel of anti-Semitism and
proceeded to instruct great numbsrs of his radio flook with the
fundamentals of hate for the Jew,

1., The Sunday radio audience, sccording to the Institute of Publioc
Opinlon, January, 1939, reached 3,500,000 persons, The audience
according to this source was oomposed mostly of people in the

lower income brackets,

2, Coughlin claimed that his paper, Social Justice, had a oiroulation -
of 1,000,000, but it seems certain if that figure ocannot be |
confirmed that Sogial Justice was in the first ranks of anti-
Semitic literature in the 1930's,

3. Father Coughlin attempted, in his anti-Semitic attacks, to link
Jews with the woes of the Depression Decade and he began a
campaign of attaocking them as Commnunists, Coughlin contended
that.:].“(l) Coammuniem was the fruotification of Jewish endeavor;

(2) that it was t¢ prevent the introduction of Comaunism by Jews
that Naziem came into power in Germany; .(3) that ther¢ was an ‘
international Jewlsh conspiracy to foist Cormuniom everywhere, !
(Myers, page 391), -

-
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Responsible Catholio publications were severely denounoing

Father Coughlin's public course of aotion in his vehement
anti-Semitic attacks., There were enocounters between Coughlinites
and those who were opposed to his ideologles, ﬁondoll Wlklie,

in the 1940 Presidential political oampaign, repudiated any
support from Coughlin and his ilk, |

By 1940, Father Coughlin was under heavy attack, He abandoned
his radic cempaign and curtailed some of his other activities,

iy the year 1942, Social Justice was denied second-olass mailing

status by the United States govermment, The profeesional haters
and blind followers had maroﬂod on seeking new leadership,

les A, Lindbergh and the American First Committee

Anti~-Jew and pro-}hzi groups found in Charles Lindbergh a new
hero and rallied around him, ILindbergh's g’bmd was that of an
isolationist attempting to keep the United States out of another
foreign war, To this end, he tas one of the founders of the
America First Committee,

In a speech at at America First rally on September 11, 1941,
Lindbergh charged Jewish, British, and Roosevelt groups with
sseking to get America into the war,

Lindbergh's coming out in the open with his pro-Nagi and
anti-Semitic positionmaderhina hbrohd “bargabd tppnthbxopposition -
Protestant organizations, adminitbnaticn officlals, the Jewish
Labor Committes, Catholio groups, and other ].ibornl oomittu;.
Tho‘pross denounced Lindbergh and the Amerioan First Committee,
The Comittes absolved itaelf of anti-Semitic statements on
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C.

September !+, 1941, The statement said, "We deplore the
injootion of the race issue into the discussion of war and
peace, It is the }ntorvontionistﬁ who have done this,"
(Myers, page uzu); Charles A, Lindbergh faded from center

1]

stage,

Conclusion

1.

The

1.

The Ford, Coughlin, Lindbergh picture is only a very brief glance
at anti-Semitism of the 1920's and 1930's, Obviously there is a
1ink between the three forces., The Klan, too, was anti.Semitic -
#o the Klan the Jew stood for the whole plot to control America
and also for the whole spootruﬁ of urban sin - for pollution of
the Sabbath, boot-legging, gambling, and carnal indulgence,"
(Higham, page 286), A |

The work of the well-financed Ford and Coughlin organizations
atded immeasurably to spread hate and confusion in the United
States and perhaps elsewhers, too, For example, Ford's anti-
Semitic materials descoribirg the Protocolﬁygg'gigg, were dis.
tribu£;d in Ford agencles in foreign lands, ILindbergh, by his
visit to fasolst countrios,lont his famous name to the cause of
hate and probably gave it an aura of respectabiltiy that it
otherwise would not have had,

Communi st Party and the Blacks

In 1921, the Communist Party attempted to formulate a policy
concerning the Biioks. The adop#ed pglioy inoluded the ains

of social, political, and eoconomio equality, It also stressed
the goal of abolishing Jim Crow laws and the necessity of

passing right-to-work leglslation,
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2, "In 1028, the Conunist Party adopted a resolution that

charaoterized Afro-Americans in the Black Palt as an

 oppresssd nation entitled to the right of nlt-&otomimtion."
(Goode, page 124), As a result of the indifference of other
nolitical sroups, Klaocks joined the 'Comumst, Pirty at this
period, During the 1232, 1936, and 1940 elections, the
Communist Party's vice-presidential candidate was a Black,
Despite these recrulting efforts relatively few ilacks joined
the movenent,

3. The reasons for fallure of the Communist Party in the Hlack
formunity included the following:

a, JL was suspeot in the EBlack Community because of its
foreirn ortgin,

b, ‘'/hite Communists shared the same prejudices as less radical
Amer\oans, ‘

¢, A strong oppnsitior to anti-Christisn Communism by the
"lack churches,

d, The lack press and the Hack leadership still held a
teltef in progress tarough the political systenm,

H, Bnentes of the {1aocks used the Bolshevik tag as a oonvenient
syrtol to vhip ur anti-Mack sentinent., Union groups attempting
to or;ant;» ,Qack laborers encountared much of this type of
12h2ling, The Claok press charasterized the small growp of
Jaecks velonging to the Parly as being about as representative
of {lack thought as Eugene Debs or Rma Goldman wepre representatirze of
the najoriiy of whites in the nation, ¥.J, Cash said that
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this equa*ton represontad the Southern reaction to the lator
problens of Gastonta: Mavor unions + strikers = Comunists +
atheism + soolal equality with the Negro," (Cash, page 353),
Thus Communism became a oconvenient _\llogm to add to the fears
of people who were primarily interested in keeping Llacks
Win their place,"

%, Thea Klan Dragons Rise to Meet the Communist Challenge

1, The Ku Kllix X1lan was in a state of decline in the 1930's,

The Xlan menmbership had dropped to about 100,000, Anti-
Communism had been :aentioned in the 1220's by certain Klan
groups but the theme was to be picked up in the 1930's and
repeated over and.oVQr again in the Depression period,

2, The New Neal was attacked for bringing "Comsunists to
Washington," WOver i 1i.ousand Klansmen and women at an
Annapolis rally were t~ld that a wave of communism was
swaeping the land,,,," (Chalmers, page 307)

3, Tn 17354, the great menace was seen by the Xlan to be Reds
\n high places in the goverrment, Communism in the schools
subverting the "Ameriocan way of 1ife," and subtle threat.
to the Constitution of the United States,

s, The Ku Klux Xlan also held that ladbor organisations were
often Communist fronts, Thore were Klan outbu{atu toward
labor organieing movements in the 10301, ﬂ;rgo anti-labor
organitin_ gatherings, poster wars, oross burnings, fioggings
and warnings were utiliewd in atternpts to break the union

movement in the South,
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Gep Qlaiwin s thal 'mions destrad Yhites and (lacks to e
on tie seme sacial leval and selling tha ilea that Commintem
it 1svor ar anizatlons were ayrongmons, th- Ku Klux Klan
agqaired <tron-th in sever2l areas of the nation, The fear
o L' mapace of pynterious Coamanisin 1iaked vith the Tenvy
wary cmcwved ta s 2v%e tarror o the hearts of sote of Lis
SAlVarara o Yhe prituals of tae Klen aid tids proved Lo e
wosreeens Ml mechanisn in Xlan prepacarsia, This technigue,
~ffeetive "1 onany cases, was to ba refined and sophisticated
in ths ara follovinz ‘lorld Uar I1 when Soviel Cormunisa
st vek fear in the hearts of many Anericsng, Tying the
Jatr ard e llesro Wwrih ths Communtst conspirscy and convenient.
1 Yactlin, Lhem ose Lo Le refined by MeCarthylsm techniques
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qiestiors Lo Accompary the Unit

1, ow doss var help to create suspicion, hate and mistrust within
& nation?t

Te T2 Tactovn creatad the climate of fear inside the United States
follorin: “orld War I? “Jere there similarities in the sxperiences
rallovingg tiordd ar 11T Differences?

Te Vow 18 Mov opd orderY dafined by the popular press xnd other
nedia? ‘Yha' is meant by this term in ordinary convarsations?
i'ow ghould the “aim Lo handled 1n the context of United Statas
history?

., Yiet 2om+ of tha =vents, underlying feelin,s, and stersotypss that
help to craste a totalitarian Alsposition in this nation,

%5, Are “here comnon characteristice, backgrounds, and historlaes in
the osrears of N1lism Sirmmons, Henry Ford, Father Coughlin and
Jasaph MeCar'lyy? ‘That generalisations, if any, might be historically
valid from su~' a comparative study?

. laYyea your conmnity environment to determine whetner some of
the factores tha! helped create ‘he hate of the 20's, 30's, and
0t ‘s sbill i exisl.ence today, If the conmditlons are pravalent,
dateratne to vt extent, \nalyze the issues or faars, What
effectiva maasures could possitly be taken ‘o eliminste these groupst

T, I "t passible o irinc stout instltutional changes without canpletely
dastroytn: the entire structure? ‘Yhat are the dangers of ereating
demagogues in ‘ha procass of dbringing aboul institutionsal refom?

", Kxamine rac'st a**itudes hald ty some Americans, Deternmino the
ronts af these at*itudes ‘n our history, Expose the fallaclies in
Lleir sarguments,

‘v Anrricens have Leen axposed bty the media to a great deal of the
vironce of our soctery, Doas this sxposurs effectively attack the
ron's of our racism or does 1% gloss over the substanoce and point
out exceptions? Prasent {llustrations,

1M, Sxplain "lack polerization in tems of the study, What brought
the polariza'lon into existence? ‘'Mhat, if anything, can be done
to mitizete the protlen?
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