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‘ "The Learning Center in the Junior College

The Learning Center is a fundamental supporting element for the

-academic program It is interdisciplinery in its oriente.tion for it provides :

| counseling in the fundamentals that are essential to every academic

},.--'i‘discib].hm‘ It uses and directs t‘le use of all supporting elements to-

2 the academic program, particular],v the li'brary ‘and the instructional

‘ "'“_:media center. It provides individualized academic counseling in a variety
of academic skills, including ..mproving study skil].s.. It attempts to

| fdevelop a degree of ecademic and’ social self—confidence in the student,

| “ :by making him 1ess dependent on study habits and skills which are- not

_amenable to the needs of college. 'I'he Learningr Center serves the

them with more time to devote to more creative e

. 'activities,.‘

v-jt touds to assure that students are better prepared to assume
:;; degree of independent responsibility for studying,

j.it provides them with ready access to specialists for referral ‘ '
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Colle ‘e of Delama.re County

'I'he development of a Learning Center will vary with geogra.phy and

:fexperienee; buu perhaps the experience oi‘ uhe Community College of

';',.-'*1967>w1th‘ 310 "tudents .' - It was not until late in the Fall semester tha.t :

qua.ntitat" e}and qualitat:.ve.,: The quantitative growbh

madeby theCcllege The qualitativw a.spects of this exper:.ence are
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Quantitative Development

Figure 1 illustrates the guantitetive growth of The Learning Center
indieating ‘an enrollment growth from thirty-eigﬁt students to eight
hundred and seventy?five, whieh- does not include an undetermined ‘amount
of x?e’fevrra.ls.' It a:Eso indicafl;.es a steffing comifment by the College of
from a- pa.rt-?time reading :speci'e.list. to a Coordinator of Thz Learning
Center a.ﬁd s8ix staff members plus edjunct professionals fromithesagademic
departments .‘ The Gollege has made a fﬁr.ther commif.ment to The Learning‘
Centerr'_by giving it aresn ‘status within the Department of Instructional
Reeources. | | |

The actlv:.ties of The Tzarning Center have expanded from a develop-

mental reading program to 1nc1ude Developmental Mathema.tics, English

' »and an open laboratory e.pproach to Forelgn La.nguage, without 1osing an. -
‘_"individualized approach to remedial instruction. .

gualitative .
Thirby-eight (38) students were registered for the reading

) deve_;l.opment program ‘in the spring semester, 1968. There was. no

awfailable t:.meto schedule a reading: placement test for all students.

'I'herefore, the progra.m's enrol'!.ment was on & voluntary basis. A

part-time reading snecialist wes hired to give class 1nstruction in

th_e vreadin'g cemprenension- and’ study skills.
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Certain problems prevented the establishment o.f.‘ an idea,l read:.ng

rem hese’ included cla.ss scheduling, inappropria.te materials and

& lack of. educa.tional r bsearch conceming the read:mg needs and abilities

eading and: study "sk:llls a'bili.ty. : Due to the student's motivation,

he fa.ll semester of 1968. A 1aboratory area.,

The: results were: sobering. 'I‘wo students out of 1050 __

_ight tudents.to h'rz students. Reading cla.sses

occurred 'within ‘thes scheduled cla.sses. Materia.ls .
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vSome success was apparent by the end of the semester, due to
student motivation end cooperstion, and an expanding amount of available
materials. Students willingly worked with one another in the areas
of spgliing and vocabulary development. Tue specialist instructed stu-
denté in the-necessary study skills required for the various academic
areas. Reading comprehension, vocabulary and spelling exercises were
devéloped using the requifed academic ares textbooks.
o _Speéial mgetings, aside from their regularly scheduled reading
classés, instructed the students in the methods for writing a term
paper.‘.The'specialist, schooled in group dynamics, began volunta;y
éeég;oﬁé.wiﬁh discussions usually centered around the problems assoc-
iated with college freshman. |

_The‘need for additional assistance in the Reading and Study
= Lafbvbrét’ory’ feédgnized n.iuring. the previous semester vas met in the
:_spring}ﬁemester, 1969. .Some of the students needed more direction
.ﬁhap;cbuld'be given by a work-study student during laboratory sessions.
,Théiéfbfe;,a réading tecﬁnician was hired tobassist the reading
speéialist:dnring leboratory sgssions end to provide clerical assistance
’fbf.tﬁe'entire program.

A'pa¥t tiﬁé reading speciallist was placed under contract to
1in§trucﬁ étﬁdé£ts during the evening class hours. This was not a
deSi;able;cbntract on the part pf either the students or the instructor.
A feéding frﬁgrém ﬁpoﬁld provide as mpch'academic’counseliﬁg to students
as’ihey may need; Many students develop, for themselves, an unprece-
'dented-eduéational rapport with their reading instructors. Many stu-

- dents—come_to depend upon their reading instructor for assistance in
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all academic areas'. ‘ Heither the ten month nor the. part time contract .

allcws enough time for either the st dent to seek or the instructor

v‘to give the assistance required. I't. was. felt at the time that at
least two twelve-—month contracts we: re nﬂeded for an effective program'
e ’in reading instruction and study skllls ass:.stance.

New instructional resources appeared on the market. During this
'bsemester, many students came to the reading la:boratory who were not

registered for reading classes. They expressed their need for assistance B

; 'in the requirements of the vartous academic areas. _.These requiren_xents

"-r' ged ‘from the methods used in effective textbook reading. to the
preparation of a term paper. The reading program, the_refore, '-took fon,,
another dimension—-voluntary student referra.l

Developmental English and mathematics are two courses offered to_

‘studenv 8 who lack the necessary preparation for either occupational
: »v or college parallel programs Through previous experience and )
| .',;'faculty initiativc these two programs investigated the possible ‘
' ."utilization of the reeding la‘boratory for ..ndividual instruction

and programned assistance for their respective areas. ‘ Ihe reading

| ‘la‘boratory was willing to cooperate in this development..

'l'he fall emester of 1969 witnessed the opening of The Learning

Center of th Connrunity College of Dela:ware County. The various s
"_‘pla.cement tests (se=- figure 1, Fall, 1969) dictated the: ass:.gument of'_:_'

: ‘-',TTS students to the Center for developmental indiv:.dualized instmction.
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'f The reading program, througb an increased budget, contracted
:two twelve—month and two part time reading specialists. Another
'; laboratory technician was employed to assist in the expanding amount

;of clerical ork and distribution of materials. These technicians

»profe831ona1 people by granted degree but rather be mature,

;responsible a&ults intereqted 1n the philosophy of the program and

1student progress.1 Experience has shown that working college students

]do no poesess the depth of understanding or concern fbr their fellow _

tudents that this position reqnires. However, work-study stucents

mey:-be helpfully'employed to assist with the clerical operations of
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As of _this.writing it is too early for empirical results but the
program seems to be working well. The Center accommodates 875 students
per week, the teachers are i‘eeling the benefits of individuslized

instruction for their students and the students are responding well

-to this new method of learning., They appear to be.v, more at ease in

the._learning ,situation 'because_ it is eanier for them to approach their
teachers': with que'st:lons | |
'I'wo years from now the College will move into. its permanent

' facility. This is a worthwhile testing per:.od for the Learning Center.
-Needs and priorities are’ being established. Satellite 1earn:|.ng centers v
‘,for each academ:.c area. are being de 1vned a,nd will be incorporated in
the temporary 'fa'cilities. Future reports will include the results of |
?:", the present program as well -as the add:.tion of the rema:.ning academic o

areas to the Lea.rn:lng Center.
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