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ABSTRACT

A COMPARATIVE 5TUDY BF URBAN AND RURAL
HIGH SCHOBOL STUDENTS IN KENTUCKY

James S. Wittman, Jr.
Western Kentucky University

This study resulted from a seminar of educators in a
graduete course in the Family to test the hypothesis that today
there are ng diffesrences between Urban and Rural High School
etudents. In May, 1969, all the studants in attendance in..a Rural
(N=752) and an Urban (N=1413) High School in Kentucky were given a
guestionnaire By ths homeroom teachers who had been instructed in
its use. #Pfort-a-Punch IBM cards were used in collecting the data
rather than direct completian of the gquestionnaire by the students.
A "loss" of about 1% was incurred due to spurious punching of IBM
cards. Comparisons of the sample were made by school location
(Rural and Urban) and by sex. The hypothesis was generally sup-
ported in the areas of age-grade placement with the Rural students
being slightly older but on the average in both schools 9th graders
were in their l4th year, 10th graders were in their 15th year, 1llth
graders were in their 16th year and 12th graders were in their 17th
yzar. Also the students in both schools agreed they would prefer
to go steady with a person of their own religion or that religion
was not important and a person slightly younger for the males and
a persan slightly older for the females. The null hypothesis was
more applicable in areas of family size, family parental composition,
allowances, earnings, church membership and attendance, occupational
field of the head of the house, level of educetion of parents, occu-
pational and educatianal aspiraticons, school participation and

maturity for marriage.

A paper presented ip the Rural Sociology Sectisn at the
annual megting of The Association of Southern Agriculturgl
Workers in Memghis, Tennessee, February 4, 1970.




A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF URBAN ANO RURAL HIGH
SCHOOL STURENTS IN KENTUCKY, MaY, 1969.

James S. Wittman, Jr.
Western Kentucky University

In a seninar composed mailly of educators from urban and
rural high schools in Kentucky, it was hypothesized that taday
there is actually no differences between rural and urban high
school students. The madern high school, mass media, and trans-
portation facilities that are available ta the rural students
probably have resulted in developing similiar students in both
tural and urban high schools and the past differences betwsen
urban and rural students no longer exist.

To test this hypothesis a survey was made of two high
schools in Kentucky in Mey, 1969. A city school system of
approximately 1500 high school students and a rural schocol
system of zpproximetely 800 high school students were selected
for comparison. The month of May was chosen since it would
allow for all the students to have had time te be influenced
iy the schocl environment and also provide sufficient time to
develop a guestionnaire and make the necessary arrangements for
its execution., All of the students in the urbam schopl réside
within the city limits af a 40,000 incorporated city in Western
Kentucky. The majority aof the students in the rural schagl
resided outside of incorporated towns in Central Kentucky and
were transported to school by bus. All the students in attend-
ance an the day of the survey were given the questionnaire- by
their hemeraom teacher whg supervised the completion of the

survey and the punching of the purt-a-~punch IBM cards.

Acknowlzdgements. Gredit for initiating the survey and
devgloping the guestionnaire goes to Mrs. Beorgia Sublet, a
high scghfal counselar and for sdministrative assistance to
Mr. Chester Redmon, the principal of the urbam school and to
Mr. Thomas Florence, the principal af the rural school. The
faculty and students of both schools are congratulated for
their whnlzhearted particinetion. The computer center at
Western Kentucky University provided its services and assist-
ance freesly and withaut cost.




The survey guestionnaire had been pretested in a university
training school before being modified for final use. In the pre-~
test guestionnaire open ended guestigns were used and remarks were
sglicited in an attempt to arrive at meaningfhl and complete
Eategories. Since the port-a-punch card can be used for only 4O
guestions, the pre-test also aided in the final choice of gquestians.

Prior approval of the high school principal had been secured
and he provided time during a faculty meeting to instruct the home-
room teachers. Each teacher had a packet delivered to her prior to
the time of the survey and the pecket was picked up immedidtely
after the students had completed the guestionnaire. The IBM cards
were checked far spufiuus punches and five were found tp be so
improperly punched they were not usuable. One student reguested
that its card not be used. There were 1413 urban students censisting
of 630 males and 723 females. There were 752 rural students caon-
sisting of 403 males and 349 females.

The students did not make their choices directly on the survey
form but on port-a-punch IBM cards: As a cponsequence, some spurious
punches appeared on the cards, due to either an honest errar ar
merely punching an inappropiate punch. These spurious punches
appear in all the tables as "no information" since there was no
way to evaluate such spurlous punches. Thig technigue saved the
card for use in octher . areas of evaluation and tabulation. Houwever,
as can be seen in the tables, this typevof pﬁnching error increases
with the more sensitive guestions and decreases teo zero in the
less sensitive.questiuns. It is also less freguent in the rural
schonl than in the urban school and less freguent among the girls
.than the boys. The guestions on age, grade, and sex were designed
ta grovide some indication of improper punching, as well as, for
imperical data. 1t appears that high schocl students can be ex-
pected to use pmrf-a-nunch IBM cards effectively when supervised.
However, spurious punches will occur in what the students cansider
to be sensitive guestions. One can expect 98-99% of all items
on port-z-punch cerds to be properly punched which certainly speeds
up ths data processing of guestionnaires. "
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CHARAGTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE

I. Age (Takle 1)

1. The age range of the students in both schouls was from
12 to 20 years of age.

2. The Urban Schaol had a2 few more students in ages 14 to
15 end a few less students in ages 17 to 18 than did
the Rural School.

3. The Rural Mgles and Females had the same average age (16.2),
but therg were more females at the 14-15 age category.

4. Urban Meles were on the average 15.9 years of ape and
slightly clder than the females (15.7).

5. Combining ages 15 and 14, it is found that 49% of the
Urban Males, 55% of the Urban Females, 4S9% of the Rural
Males end 44% of the Rural Females fell into this age

Tange.

6. The average of all fthe Rural Students was 16.2 years as
compared to 15.8 years for all the Urban Students. This
is an age differential of about 5 maonths.

7. The average age of the Rural Males was 16.2 years as
compared to 15.9 years for the Urban Males. This is an

age differential of about 4 mnnths.,
6. The avaragze ane of the Aural Females was 16.2 ycars as
compared ta 15.7 years far the Urban Females. This is an

age differential of 6 months.

9. Half af the students in this study are 15-16 year olds or
in the "middle teenage" years.

10. This sample af Urban and Rurel High School students can

certainly be described as "Teenagers".




"GOING STEADY SURVEY"

TABLE 2 . A COMPARISON OF AGE WITH GRADE OF STUDENTS

IN AN URBAN HIGH SCHOOL, KENTUCKY, MAY, 1969.

Sex MALE _ - FEMALE
Grade g 10 11 .12 Total -9 10 11 12 Total
Age No | %] Nol 5] No| 2lwno |3 wo| 5| wo| %ol 3| Nol| % |no| 3] N

12 3| 3

13 1] 4 1] 1 2| # 2| 1 2

14 91 | wg 2 1 2 | 1] e7| 1dhaz! sd 2] 1 120

15 87 | ug 79] usl 1] 1 3| 2}170| .29 92| uziou| 54 1| 1 217

16 17 g 669 uol 83} 52 166} 24} u| 2 81| 3d 95| s8¢ 1| 3181

17 iy] 8} s59% 3771 |uuliunl 21 1| #| 63| 39 7u] 57138

18 1 1} 14 9of 6l 70 Juu| s1| 29 J 1| #| uj o 52| ud s7

19 i 2} a0 | s} 12] 2 2] 9 2

20 2 | 1| 2] =

No : : .

Info 3 1 1) 1] st 3 3] 2| 22] 2l 2= 2] a2 20 I &
TOTAL {203 {100164 f100}159 100061 oo |s90 |100bas hooas lioohes] 10013 |10d723

209

+3 gPpurious punches

Aver
Age 14.6 15.6 16.5 17.5 15.9 i4.5 15.4 | 16.4 17.4 15,

2,
als
“

= less than 1%




II.

The Urban Students - Age and Grade by Sex. (Table Z).

1.

The 9th GBrade malas had 8 wide range in ages from 12-18
yeers while the 9th Grade females were clustered in ages
14-15. However, 88% pf the males as campared tg 98% of
ths females in the 9th Brade were 14-15 years af age.

The 10th Grade males range in age from 13-18 years while
the famales had an age spread of 13-17 years, However,
8B% of thz males and 96% aof the 1l0th Grade females were
in the 15-16 age range.

The 1lth Brade males had sn age span of 15-19 years
while it was 15-1B years for the femzles. B9% af the
males and 97% of the females in the 1llth grade were in
the 16-17 age ranpea.

The 12th Grade males indicated an age span pf 13-20 years.
However, the three punches in the 14-15 age caiegpries @re

highly guestionable punches and probsbly mcre realistically

shauld have heen added to the "no infprmation” categary as
spurious punches.

The 12th Grade females had an age range of 16-19 yesrs.
However, B88% of the males and 97% of the females in the
12th Brads had en age range of 17-18 years.

The Urban Females tend ta be more homogeneous for age and
grade than is so for the Urban Males.

Wher averanes are compared, it is found that in general

for -the Urban students that 9th Braders are in their luth
year, that 1Bth Braders ars in their 15th year, that 1llth
Braders are in their léth year, and that 12th Graders are

"in their 17th year.



"GOING STEADY SURVEY!

TABLE 3 , A COMPARISON OF AGE WITH GRADE OF STUDENTS
IN A RURAL HIGH SCHOOL, KENTUCKY, MAY, 13869.

Sex Male Female

rade 9 10 11 12 Total g 10 11 12 Total
Lge No|] % {No} %INo}] 3| No] 9] No] % {No| %{ No|] % | No|] % |[No|] % | No| %
12 1 1 1 1 1 1 !
13 2 2 21 #

14 33t 26 1 1 34 glue} ub 4] 13
15 65). 51} 28 32 1 1 gy 238 39} 39] 29 35 2] 70 20
16 21} 1le6jus} 521 37 39 1 11105 26310} 10} 43] 51} 29 39 1) 831 24y
) 7 bl . 3112} 1y} 39} ulj} 28 30} 83] 21 2 2} 11} 13} 36 48] 36 4o 85 24
] 8 1 1j16| 16} 53] 58] 71] 18 ) 1 1| 10 13 u3] u8)] 54} 16

9 3] 7 6 2 7 8 7 2
20 1 1 1] * 1 1 1) =
No :
[nfo 1] 2} oa) ) 2] 2f 3f 3} 7} 2] 1 1 1} 2§ *
TOTAL 127 {100]|88l100}96)100t92{100|403]1001001100] 8u4j100 751100] 80§ 100 349 99
pes |

ge 14,9 15.8 |16.7 17.8 16.2 14,7 15.8 16.8 17.6 6.2

= less than 1%



1v.

The Rural Students - Age and Grade by Sex. (Table 3).

i.

BB

The range in age for 9th Grade males was 12-17 vyears
and 12-20 years for the females. However, 77% of the males

and 85% of the females were 14-15 years of age.

. " The 10th Grade males and females had an age range of

15-18 years. 84% of the males and 85% of the females

in the 10th grade were clustered at ages 15-16.

The 11th Grade males had an age range of 13-18 years
while it was 15-18 years of age for the females.
80%.of the males and 87% of the females were clustered
at ages 16-17.

The 12th Grade males had an age range of 16-20 years
and the females had an age range of 15-18 years. But

88% of both sexes were 17-18 years of age.

The Rural Females tend to be more homogeneous for age

and grade than was so for the Rural Males.

When averages are compared, it is found that for the
most part, 9th graders were in their 14th year, 10th
graders were in their 15th year, 11th graders were in
their 16th year and 12th graders were in their 17th

vyear. This above age and grade pattern exists for

both the Urban and Rural students with the Rural students
being siightly older.

Summary of Age and Grade by Sex (Tables 2 § 3).

1.

88% of the Urban males as compared to 77% of the Rural

males were 14-15 years of age in the 9th Grade.

98% of the Urban females as compared to 85% of the Rural

females were 14-15 years of age in the 9th Grade.

88% of the Urban males as compared to 84% of the Rural

males were 15-16 years of age in the 10th grade.

96% of the Urban females as compared fo 85% of the Rural

females were 15-16 years of age in the 10th grade.



A Comparison ef Students in an Urban and a Rural

Table A
High Scheol in Mentucky by Sex end Grade. (May, 1969).
SEX MALE FEMALE
'GRADE[ 9 16 11 12 | Total 9 10 11 12 | Total
( schpoll vo| m) no| %) na| 2| vo| %{ Nol % | ol %] Nol %] no| %] No| %] nel %
uRpAN | 203 |30)166] 24 |159) 23 |161 |23 |eB7 | 10a [pas) 29 |213 |30 |163] 23] 131 | 18 |722 | 10D
- RURAL  [l126|31| eal22 | 96]24 | 92|23 {uaz 10[1%#99 28| au |26 | 75|22{ 90|26 {3u8 {100
ToTaL 229 |30l252 (23 ess |au 2s3|231me 9 |ano {31y |29 297 (28 23822 {221 |21 [1070] 100
GRADE g~ 10 11 iz Tatal| 9%
ALL STUDENTS [643| 30 | 549[25 | 493 [ 23 |&76| 22 [215%
No Infarmatien B. .3
Totel 2165 100.0

+ The percent for all 9th Grade Students is actuall 23,7 rather than 30
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89% of the Urban males as compared to 80% of the Rural
males were 16-17 years of age in the 11th grade.

97% of the Urban females as compared to 87% of the Rural
females were 16-17 years of age in the 11th grade.

Both the Urban and Rural males had 88% who were 17-18
years of age in the 12th grade.

€7% of the Urban females as compared to 88% of the Rural
females were 17-18 years of age in.the 12th grade.

Urban students appear to be more homogeneous in age and
grade groupings than was so for the Rural students and

esnpecially the Urban females.

Grade Distribution (Table 4).

When this sample of teenagers is compared by grades, it
is found that 30% were in the 9th grade, 25% were in the
i0th grade, 23% were in the 11th grade, and 22% were in
the 12th grade.

(It is interesting to note that out of the 2165 students
punching IBM Port-a-Punch Cards that only 6 cards were
multiple punched for grade that resulted in their being
classified as '"no information'').

The percentage of males in each grade by schools was
movre uniform than it was for the females. There were

2% more urban males than rural males in the 10th grade
while this was so for 6% of the urban females. Further,
there was 8% more 12th grade rural females than urban
females.

In both schools over half of the students were in the
9th and 10th grades. 54% of the urban males were in

9th and 10th grades as compared to 53% of the rural males.
59% of the urban females were in the 9th and 10th grades

as compared to 52% of the rural females.
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vi. SUMMARY OF COMPARISONS

Rural Students as compared to Urban Students in this study

were generally found to be:

Reference
to Table Comment

1. 5lightly glder (about 5-6 months on the average)

2. Sliaghtly wmlder by grades

3. Slightly more uniform in ages in grades 10 and 11

4, With a higher percentage in the 9th grade and a
smaller percentage in the 10th grade.

5. Fram larger families

&. Fram families with both parents present

7. Withaut weekly allowances and mere so for the
females than for tihe males

8. Withaut weekly earninps and more so for the
females then for the males

9. Church members and maore so for the females
than for the males

14d. . More inclined to "go Steady" with a person of the
same religion as their own and more so for the
females than for the males

11, More inclined to attend church once a week

12. Mare willing to "go steady™ with a female their
pwn age or 1 te 2 years younger. Urban males felt
gbout the same.

12 a. More willing to “go Steady" with a male 1 tp 2

years plder ar even 3 to 5 yeasrs nolder. Urban females

felt about the same.
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Reference
to Table Comments

13. From families where the occupational field aof

the head of the house was more likely to be
skilled or machine operstor.

14, rrom femilies where the highest level of educatien
nf their parents would be less than campletion of
high schpol.

15. More inclined to choose median status occupational
fields rather than top status occupational fields
(5killed, Administrative, Machine operator - males)
(Clerical, Administrative, Skilled - females)

16. More inclined to think their high school program
is preparing them for general work ar a special
vocgtiaon.

17. More inclined to termingte their education at the
camnpletion of high school

18. ‘ Less active in sports

19. Less active in subject related clubs

20. Less active in music clubs

21. ~ More inclined to believe they'are emntidnally mature
for marrisge or express uncertainity

22. More inclined to believe they are socially mature
for merriage or express uncegrtainity

23. More inclined te helieve they are educationelly
mature fOr marriage or express uncertainity

24, More inclined to believe they ara financially

mature for merrizge or express uncertainity.
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Table 5 A Comparison of Students in an Urban and a Rural
High School by Size of Family. (Ky., May, 1969)

kex MALE FEMALE

fcHooL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL

Fg?iiv Number EZﬁ; ‘Numben Ez:; Number Egﬁ; Number Eg;;
1 8 .2l 7 1.7 6 .8 1 .3
. 19 2.8 14 3.5 23 3.2 6 1.7
3 95 | 13.7 | =22 5.5 so0 | 12.4 15 .3
4 173. | 2s.0} 33 8.2 137 | 18,9 | 31 8.9
5 155 | 22.5 | ue 11.4 169 | 23.6 | uwe | 13.2
6 108 15.6 47 11.7 | 115 15.9 51 14.6
7 L8 7.0 | 38 9.4 75 | wo.4 23 | 11.2
8 30 .3 | 33 8.2 48 6.6 | 29 8.3
9 pr More 46 6.7 | 160 | 39.7 52 | 7.3 | 131 | 37.5

ana¥%atiun & 1.2 3 .7 8 | 1.1 D D

rDTAL 690 |ico.o | 03 j1oo.o 723 |ioo.p | 349 |100.D

Rurel Families tend ta he larger than urban families as shown
by the percent of the students who come from families. with 9 or more
members. '

Forty percent of the rurzl males and 28% of the rural Femaleé
ingicpted they came from families that had 9 or more members.

Seven percent of the urban meles and females irdicated they

came from families with 9 or more members.

-
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Table 5 A Comparison of Students in an Urban and a Rural
High 5chool by Parental Home Bomposition. (Ky, May,1969)

SEX VALE FEMALE
SCHOOL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
parants  [Mumber] DERC | numeer] TERS ) Mumbes| PEIT fwumber| 2T
Mo & Fa 462 67.0 321 79.7 527 72.9 | 284 { 81.4
Me &8 § Fa | - &1 5.9 14 3.5 37 5.1 13 3.7
Mother 93 13.5 35 8.7 109 15.0 | 26 7.4
Fa 8 5 Mo 31 4,5 3 .7 & 1.1 0 d
Father 1 1.4 8 2.0 & .B 5 11ﬂ
Relative 2 3.5 8 2.0 18 2.5 17 b,
GUARDIAN 8 1.2 1 .2 8 1.1 o o
Fa 8 § Mn 2 3 3 .7 2 o3 0
ALONE 10 1.4 8 2.0 4 .6 1 3'
InfBrmaticn| 9 1.3 2 .5 4 .6 3 .e]
TOTAL a90 |ipo.o | @3 100 723 10c | 349 mn.ul

¥ey: Mo = Mother, Fe = Father, S = Step.

Mpre rural students come from families composed pf both parents
than do urbhan students, '

Fowr of five of the rural students have bpth parents at heme’
while this is true for sbout two of three urban students.

14-15% of the urban students have only & mother at hame but
this is sa far only 7-8% of ths rural students.
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Table 7 A Comparison af the Weekly Allowances of Students by

Sex in an Urban and a Rural High School in Kentucky,

Meay, 1969,

S5EX MALE FEMALE

S5CHODL URBAN - RURAL URBAN RURAL
Allgwance | Number Egﬁ{ Number EEEE Number EEEE [Number EEEE
Less '
than 29 4.2 23 5.7 17 2.4 23 6.6
$1/uk.
31 -5 235 36,1 117 29.0 1 372 51.4 128 36.7
$6 -10 98 14.2 49 12.2 76 10.5 15 4L.,3
$11-15 19 2.8 18 4.5 20 2.8 8 2.3
$16-20 26 3.8 12 3.0 14 1.9 2 .6
f121-25 9 1.3 6 1.5 5 o7 a 0
$26-29 3 b 0 0 0 0 0 0
930

orT 18 2.6 10 2.5 -7 1.0 3 .8
more

NOTHING | 245 35.4 167 Ll1.4 | 208 28.7 170 4L8.6

No ’

Information B8 1.2 1 .2 4 .6 0 D

TOTAL 690 100.0 403 100 723 100 349 100

There is a wide range of weekly allowances provided theése
high schonol students.

The most common allewnace is $1-5 per week.
A larger percentage of the Rural Students receive no allownace.

A larger percentage of the females receive no -allowance.




Table 8 A Comparison of the Wleekly Earnings of Students by

Sex in an Urban and a Rural High Schoo} in #Kentucky,

May, 1969.
SEX MALE FEMALE
SCHOOL URBGN RURAL CREAN RURAL
s Per- Per- Per- fer-
Earnings |Number cent Number cent Number cent [Number cent
Less
gl
1 - 5 134 19.4 | 100 24,7 } 252 34,8 | 115 33.0
§6 - 10 109 15.7 74 18.4 | 111 15.4 28 a.o
g1 - 15 59 8.6 L5 11,2 3 4,7 9 2.6
Bl1s - 20 | 64 9.3 | 29 7.2 | 2s 3.6 3 .9
§21 -25 57 8.3 25 6.2 27 3.7 1 .3
§26 - 2¢ 25 3.6 13 3.2 5 .7 1 .3
$30 or -
more 181 14,6 27 6.7 20 2.8 4 1.
NDTHING 104 15,1 &6 16.4 | 208 28.8 | 187 47.8
Na
Information 7 .1 2 .5 3 b 2 .6
tataL (e {100 |so3 Jioo ) 723 | 1o 249 | 100

There is a wide range of weekly earnings reported by these
high school students.

The Urban students appear to have more weekly earnings than
de the Rural students.

Males tend teo earn more than the femzles.

Almost half af the Rural Females have no weekly eernings.
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Table 9 A Cnmparisnn of Church Membership of Students by
Sex in an Urban and a Rural High School in Kentucky,

AN

May, 1963. .
SEX ) ' MaLc FEWALE
sCHA0L LURBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
Pegr- Pepr- Per- Per-
Member Numbher cent Mumber cent Numbe:. cant Numben cent
VES 518 75 321 a0 593 a2 309 ag
ND 152 22 67 17 115 | 16 39 11
No
Infarmatiemn 20 3 15 3 i5 2 1 (.3)
TOTAL 690 100 403 lDDh 723 100 349 100

The majority of these students are members of a church. The
Rural fFemales have the lavgest percentage as church members while
the Urbar Males have the largest percentage mh@ are not church members .

Table 10 A Romparison of the Religious Rreference in Going Steady
of Students by Sex in an Urban and = Pural High School
in Kentucky, May, 1969,

SEX : MALE FEMALE

SCADOL URBAN RURAL URGAN RURAL
Eé?- Per- Per- ‘ Per- -
Freference |[Number cent Numhber cent Number cent Numbeﬂ cent
Different
from 37 1 5.4 3 7 35 L.9 4 l.0
mine
Same _
as 213 45,4 195 48.5 416 57.4 223 64 .0
mine
No 38 5.5 23 5.7 24 9.0 4 1.0
Religicn .
Religion
not 2en 40,5 170 42,2 238 27.3 111 32.6
important
No
information 22 3.2 12 2.9 10 l.4 7 2.0
Total 690 100 403 100 723 100 349 100

when "Gaing Steady" not wmany students would choease a person
Q becaust: their religion was different nor de many sansider it important,
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Table 11 A Comparison of Church Attendance of Studsnts by Sex
in an Urban and a Rural High Schoel in Kentucky, May, 1969.

SEX MALE FEMALE

SCHDOL URBAN AURAL . _ URBAN AURAL
Church per- per- per- - per-
Attendance Number cent Number cent Number cent Number cent
3 / week 18] 13,0 15 3.8 128 17.8 24 6.9
2 / ueek 94 13.6 30 7.4 126 17.4 31 8.9

1 / waek 202 29.3 | 249 61.8 | 272 37.6 | 220 63.0

3 / manth | 47 6.8 7 1.7 L3 5.9 8 2.3
2 / Month 3a 4.3 17 4.2 18 2.5 8 2.3
1 / Month 16 2.3 2 .5 6 " .8 3 .9

ficcasionally | 151 21.9 57 14,2 112 15,5 45 12.8

ot at all 54 7.8 24 6.0 12 1.7 9 2.6
Ng: . '

Informatian 6 .8 2 b 6 .8 1 3

TOTAL 696 ipo.o 403 180.0 {723 100.0 349 100.0

The Majority of these students attend church but a smaller
percentége of the Rural Students do not attend than is true for
the Urban Students. _

The Urban Students have a greater variation in degree of
church attendance: 13% of the urban males as caompared te 4% of
‘the rural males attend church three times per week; 18% aof the
urban females as compared to 7% of the rural females whoattend

~ church three times per week. '

The most freguent patiern of attendance et church for 6
out of 10 rural students is anee per'week.

(Only a few students made errers in punching this guestion
which shows in the "No Information" category but which would be

expected to be grezter)
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Chart 12 The Percentage Distribution af the fge of a Person
you would prefer to "Go Steady" with as reported by
Male Students in an Urban and a Aural High School in
Kentucky, May, 1969. (N=1093)

l. A Person
3 - 5 years
ypunger.

2. A Person
l - 2 years
younger.

3. A Person the
same 2ge &S
my oCwn.

L, A Person
l - 2 years
older.

j

5. A Person
3 - 5 years
older.

6. Any of the
above.
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KEY Urban Males (N=690)

Rural Males (N=403)
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Chart 1265 The Percentage Distribution pf the Age of a Persan

you wauld prefer ta “Go Stesdy" with as reported by

Femals Students in an Urban and 2 Rurszl High Schael in

Kentucky, May, 1969,
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above.
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Urban Females (N= 723)
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Table 13 A Comparison of the Dccupational Field of the Head of the
House of Students by Sex in an Urban esnd a Rural High
Schaool in Kentucky, May, 1969.

BEX MALE . FEMALE
SCHOOL LRBAN RURAL URBAM RURAL
G | womwor pegg |womver| 2257 fmoer| 2277 || PO
EXECUTIVES 116 | 16.8 | 18 4.5 85 | 11.a 6 1.7
BUSINESS MBRS. 158 | 22.9 | u4 1.9 | 192 | 26.5 | 3t 5.7
noMIniSTRATIVE | 217 | 17| 51 | 127 | 96 | 13.3 | 39 | 11.2
CLERICAL 1 67 5.7 w6 |11.4 ] 73 | 102 | 29 a.3
SKILLED 108 |15.7 | 114 | 28.2 | 116 | 16.0 | 110 | 31.6
MACHINE CPER. 63 5.1 | 93 |[23.1} es |12.2| 8z | 23.5
UNSKILLED 38 5.5 | 35 8.7 | s5 7.6 | us | 12.8
Wo . 23 3.3 2 5| 18 2.5 5 1.4
Information
TOTAL 690 [100.0 | 403 |oo.0 | 723 |100.0 | 349 poO.D

The ebove occupstional fields were adapted from August B. Hnllingshead.'
Two Factor Index of Social Positions. VYale Station, New Haven, 1965.

A three page instruction sheet was avsilable for each student to aid
him in selecting one of the sbeve categories most appropiate for the
head af his house.

A larger percentgge of the Urban students have the head of the
house in the top three occupationel fields while the Rural students
have a larger percentagne of the heads of their houses in the lower

three occupatiornal fields.
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Table 14 A LCompariscn of the Highest Level of Schonl Completion by
Parents of Students by Sex in &n Urben and a Rural High.
Schpol in Kentucky, May, 1969,

SEX MALE | FEMALE

SCHDOL : URBAN ) RURAL URBAN RURAL
gixsilgﬁg Number zsz; Number E:ﬁ; Numher zzﬁg Number z:z;
A Degree abova
a Lollege degree | 104 15,1 12 3.0 77 10.7 i0 2.9
A College Degree 99 14.3 8 2.0 95 13.1 (< 1.7
Attended Callege | 130 16.8 37 9.2 141 19.5 13 3.7

High Schepl Gread.| 201 29.2 118 29.3 203 28.0 104 28.7

Attended H. 5. 73 10.6 66 16.4 1g4 14.4 51 17.5
7 - 9th Grade 51 7.4 | 125 31.0] &1 11.2 | 134 38,4
6th Grade nr less| 1t 2.0 34 B.4 18 2.5 17 4.9
No Information 18 2.6 3 .7 L .E L] 1.2

TRTAL 690 100.0 | 443 100.0 723 100.0f 348 |100.0

The above levels of schooling were adapted from August 8. Hollingshead.
Two Factpr Index of Social Pemsition. Yale Station, New Haven, 1965.

It is interesting to note that approximately the same percenf (29) -
of these students' parents were high school gradugtes. 4
However, a larger percentage af the Yrban students' parents had
some calleye (the top three categories) while 8 larger percentage of
the Rural Students' parents had not completed high school (the hdttom
three categeries).
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Tahle 15 A Comparison of the Occupational Field Choice uf Students
by Sex in an Urbagn and a Rural High Schoal in Bentucky,

May, 1963.

SEX MALE _ FEMALE

SCHoDL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
Dcm;g:?ﬁunal Number Eii; Numbex Ezﬁz Number Eiﬁ; Number E:i;
EXECUTIVES 255 37.0 L45 11.2 123 17.0 31 g.9
BUSINESS MORS. 148 21.4 67 le.6 1771 24.5 5% 115.8
ADMINISTRATIVE 8u 11.5 76 18.9 164 | 22.7 67 119.2
CLERICAL 595 8.0 L7 11.7 146 ] 20.2 84 124,11
SKILLED 72 10.4 94 23.3 L2 5.8 56 | 16.0
MACHINE NPEA. 38 5.5 ez 15,4 27 3.7 24 6.9
UNSKILLED 9 1.3 10 2.5 21 2.9 27 7.7

No . :
Information 33 4.8 2 Wb 23 3.2 5 ) L.4
. TDTAL 690 [j00.0 4D3 [(00.0 723 EUU.U 3Q9A}PU.U

)
The above occupational fields were adapted from August B. Hollingshead.
Ewo Factor Index Of Sociel Positien. Yale Station, New Haven, 15965.

The Urban Males aspire to the top two occupationzl fields to a
greater extent than do the rural males (58% and 41% respectivelyi.

The Urban Females also aspire to the top two accupationsal
fields to a gredter extent than do the Rural Females.(41% and 24%
respectively).

Not very many of these students expect to be unskilled but the
Rural Females had the largest grouping with this level of gccupatignal
aspiration (7.7%). '




Table 16 A Comparison of What Students in an Urban and a Rural
High Bchool in Kentucky think their High School Pragram
is Preparing them for. (May, 1969).

5eX MALE FEMALE
SCHOOL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
Preg;aatinn pumber E:ﬁ; Number Z:i; Numbex Z:i; Number z:§;
College % " 87.2 150 37.2 478 e6.1 128 36.7
General Work 103 14,9 | 151 37.6 f 137 | 18.9 | 144 | 41.2
Special Vocatior] 48 7.0 62 15.4 49 | 6.8 32 9.2
Bther 54 7.8 34 8.4 49 6.8 41 11.7
No Information 22 3.1 6 1.4 1 1 | 1. v | 1.2
TATAL 690 100.0 L03 lDD 723 lDﬂ;ﬂ 3L9 1ga.p

Twe-thirds of the Urban Males and Females think their high school
program is preparing them for college while only half this many Rural

Males and Females feel this way.

Twice as many Rural males as campared to Urban males feel their
high schanl praéram is preparing them for general work and the game
ratio is also true fer preparing for a special vacation.

Four ogut of ten Rural females think their high schonl prugram
is preparlnq them for general work.




® Table 17 A Comparison af How Many Students in an Urban and
a Rural High School in #entucky Plan on Bontinuning
Their Education Beyaond High School. (may, 1969).

SEX MALE FEMALE
STHARL URBAN RURAL LRBAK, RURRAL
Plenning |Nuymber EZ;£ Number g;;; Numher E:ﬁ; Number E;;;
YES 570 83 238 59 582 Bl 179 51
MO 95 w13 | 38 | 133 18 | 163 b7
Nm
Information 25 3 22 5 a 1 7 2
TOTAL @93 100 4o3 | 10D 723 100 349 108

Urban students plan on continuning their education te a
greater extent than do the Rurzl studen's in this study,

Rlmost half (47%) of the Rurzl Females do not plan on
continuing their education beyand high school

Bver 3 third (36%) ef the Rural Males do not plan on
continuing their sducastion beyond high schaol.

Rural Maies had the largest percent that did not provide
sufficiant infarmation for this simple choice guestion te he
properly caded (5%). This may indicete that gtleast 5% were
uncertain abaut their futures.
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Table 18 A Comparison of How Meny Students Participated in
Sports (Atheletics) by S5ex in an Urhan angd a Rural
High S5chool in Kentucky, May, 1969,

BEX MALE FEMALE
SCHOOL URBAN RURAL LIRBAN RURAL
SPORTS NymheT E&ﬁ% Numbegr ESEE Number gEﬁE Number E%ﬁ{
None 238 | 3t.6| 176 | u3.8 ] z&? 37.0 | 181 51.8
1 132 19.1| 73 18.1 { 103 14,2 0 | 11.5
2 112 16.2 63 15.6 | 111 | 15.4 55 | 15.m
3 91 13.2 34 8.t { 99 | 13.7 29 8.3
M 41 5.9| 17 w2 | us 6.2 | 16 4.6
5 16 2.3 5 1.2 2a 3.9 g 2.6
6 35 5.1( 23 5.7 40 5.5 5 1.k
1nrn¥%atiu? 25 3.6| 12 3.0 3o 6.1 1 4.0
TOTAL | 69c |100.0) w03 |ivo.n | 723 |100.0 | 349 | 100.C

More Rural students than Urban students do not participate in
sports. R larger‘percentage (52%) of the Rural Femsles than the
Rural Males (4u%) do not participate in any sport.

Even though participstion in sports is more commonly thought
of as more often participated in by males than females, the Urban .
Females have = larger percentage who participated in sports than
did the Rural Males.

Apprnxiﬁately one in ten of these students were very active
in sparts, that.is, in four or more sports; 13% af the Urban Msles,
11% of the Rural Males and 15% of the Urban Females @s compared to
9% of theRural Femzles.



Table 19 AR Gomparison of How Many Students Belonged to
Subject Related Clubs by Sex in an Urban and a
Rural High Schoal in Kentucky, May, 1969.

SEX _ MALE FEMALE
5CHOOL URBAN RURAL URBAN RLRAL
Sggiggt Mumber ZZﬁE Number Ezzz Number zzﬁg Number Zgﬁ;
None 367 | 53.3| 206 | e0.6) 315 | u3.5| 190 | se.s
1 125 18.2 2 18.4 ] 153 21.2 as 25,5
4 a8z 1z.0| 38 9.4 | 1o 6.9 37 10.6
3 29 6.2 1 | 3.5] 57 7.9 13 3.8
N 25 3.6 3 a1 ze 3.6 5 1.4
5 12 | 1.7 5 1.2 10 1ok 1 .3
3 9 1.3 6 | 1.5 6 .8 1 .3
No .
nformation 4O 5.7 19 4.7 L8 6.6 13 3.7
70TAL | 690 {imD.0 | 4@3 jime.of 723 |wo0.0) 349 |1o0.0

Dver half cof these students were neot members of a subject
related club. The exteemes were the Urban Females who had &4%
non-members and thevRQral‘;ales wha had 61% non-members in
subject related clubs.

Bbout one-third of these students are members of either one
or twe subject related clubs.

A few students are very sctive in suhject related clubs.

7% of the Urban males and 6% of the Urban females are members ef

4 to 6 subject related clubs while only 3% of thg Rural males

and 2% of the Rurel females are this ective.
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Table 20 A Comparison .of How Many Students Belonged to Music

Clubs by - Sex in an Urban and a Rural High Schaool in
Kentucky, May, 1969,

5EX MALE FEMALE
SCHOGL URBAN RUAAL URHAN RURAL
Eii;g Number Zgﬁ; Number S:ﬁ; Number EZﬁ; Number izi;
Nene 493 | 72.3| 296 | 73.4 | sm2 | €5.4 | 225 | sL.9
1 79 1.4 | 568 .4 | 107 14..9 92 26.4
2 31 | 4.5 12 | 2| 30 | sa| 10 | z.9
3 10 14 6 1.5 | o 1.4 3 .9
4 4 .6 4 1.0 4 :6 0 0
5 2 .3 1 .2 1 1 0 o
6 ) 1.2 03 .7 1 1] o 0
No . . ' -
Informatien 57 8.3 | a2 5.9 ee 9.4.] 18 4.9
107AL 690 |igo.c | w03 |woe.a | 723 |1an.o | 349 [100.0

The great majority of thgse students were nat members of a

music club,

The ‘Rurzl females had the lowest percent (65%) whao

were non-music club membgrs while the Rural males had the highest

percent (73%) ubo rgperted no membership in music clubs.

Orne in four of the Rursl Females were members of one music

club, 3% were members. in two music clubs and 1% were membsrs in

three music clubs but nene reported membership in over three clubs.

R few students repurtéd they were members in 4 to 6 music

clubs but it was only 2% far both the Urban and Rural males snd
1% of the Urbhan femeles.



Table 2) A cempzarison of how many students Believe They Are
Emationally Mature far Marriage by Sex in an Urban
and a Rural High School in Kentucky, May, 1969.

- 5EX MALE : FEMALE
STHOOL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
) Per- Per- T Per- Per-
Belief Number cent Number cent Number cen: Number cent
Very Mature 15 2.2 11 2.7 12 1.7 8 2.3 .
Mature 167 24,2 99 24.6 173 | 23.9 97 27.7
Immature . 235 34,1 115 28.6 29a L0.1 115 33.0
Very Immeture] 75 10.9 34 8.4 6L 8.9 2L 6.9
Don't Knouw 179 25.9 137 36,1 1764 | 24,1 98 28.0
ND
Infarmation 19 2.7 7 1.6 10 1.2 7 2.1
"TOTAL 690 | .00.0 403 |100.0 723 1140.0 349} 100.0

Approximately one in four ef these students helieve they are
empiionally mature for marriage. :

More of the Urban mzles feel they are immature emeotionally for
marriage then do Aural meles but more Rural males reported they didn't
know than did the Urban males. '

About half of the Urban fewgles believe they are immature.Far
marriege while only 40% af the Rurgl females btielieved this teo be true.

It is interesting to note that thers are fewer in the "no infor-
mation" category than was reported for participation in sports, sub-
Jject releted clubs and music clubs in high school,




Table 22 A Comparison of How Many Students Believe They are
Sociglly Mgture for Marriage by Sex in an Urban and
a Rural High School in Kentucky, May, 1969,

SEX MALE _ FEMALE
scHOOL URBAN RURAL LIRBAN RURAL
. Per- Per- Fer- Per-
Belief Number cent Number cent Number cent Number cent
Very Mature 25 3.6 13 3.2 17 2.4 11 3.2
Mature 216 31.3 133 33.0 225 31.1 127 36.4
Immature 219 31.8 gg 2L .6 263 36.3 108 30.9
Very Immature el 8.8 30 7.4 49 6.8 16 L.6
Don't Know 157 22.8 126 31.4 166 23.0 86 24.6
No
Information 12 1.7 2 b 3 b 1 3
TdTAL 690 |100.0 403 |100.0 723 100 349 |100.0

Approximately one-third of these students think they are socially
mature for marriape and only a very few think of themselves as very
immature socially. for marriage.

About the same percentage (42%) of the Urban males and females
believe they.ara socially immature for marriage while 32% of the
Rural males and 35% of the Rural females feel this way.
| 31% of the Rural wmales den't know if they are socially mature
for marriasge but only 25% of the Rural females believe this to be so.

23% of the Urban males and females feel they don't know if they

are sociaily mature for marriage.
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Table 23 A Comparison of How Many students Believe they are
Educationally mature faor marriage by Sex in an Urban
and a Rural High Schogl in Hentucky, May, 1969.

5eX MALE FEMALE
SCHOOL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL
. Per- Per- Par- Per-
ﬁe;lef Number cent Number cent Number cant Number cent-
Very Mature 37 5.4 29 7.2 22 3.0 20 5.7
Mature 181 26.2 158 39.3 195 27.0 143 41.0
Immature 245 35.6 97 2t.1 311 43,0 95 27.2
Very Immzture 93 14.3 36 8.9 78 11.8 21 6.0
Don't Hnow 120 | 17.4 8l 20.1 115 15.9 69 19.8
No
Informatian 8 1.1 2 h 2 3 1 o3
TaTAL 690 | l00.0 403 j100.0 723 | 100.0 349 | 100.0

The Urban Females have the smallest percent (3%) who think they
are very mature pducetionally faor marriage while the Rural Males have
the largest percent (7%) who believe this. _

A larger portion pf the Rural Students (40%) belisve thay are
educatianally mature for marriage than was indicasted by the Urban
students (26%).

Half of the Urban males feel they are educationally immature for
marriage and anatbher 17% don't know, '

About the same ratis of the Urban females (45%) gs for the Urban
males feel they are educationally immature for marriage and 16% don't
know.

Only one in three of the Rural students feel they are educationally
immature for marriage and 20% don't knou.




Table 24 A Comparisen of How Many Students Believe They are
Financially Mature for Marrisge by Sex in an Urban
and a Rural High Schoel in Kentucky, May, 1969.

SEX MALE FEMALE

SCHOoOL URBAN _ RUREL URBAN RURAL
Belief Number ;fgﬁg Number :Zi; Number Zgﬁ; Number 2;;;_
Very Mature 23 3.3 w. | 3.5 13 1.8 b 1.1
Matursz &3 >9.2 39 9.7 L7 6.5 . 39 11.2
Immature 243 32.9 131 32.5 291 | 4Q.3 121 34.7

Very Immature] 249 | 36.2 124 30.8 266 | 36.8 | l18 z23.8

Don't ¥now 112; 16.2 92 22.8 103 14.2 66 18.9
No

Informztion 9 1.2 3 .7 3 b 1 " W3
TDTAL 690 |100.C 403 )100.0 723 {1100.0 349 100.0

Ahout 12% of these students believe they are financially mature
fer marriage except for the Urban Females wha had 8% who believed this.
The mejority of these students de not belisve they erz finaocially
mature for merrisge as indicated by these pefcenteges: 78% of the-
Urbhan Males, 77% of the Urban females, 63% of the Rural Males and
68% of the Rurel Females.
More of the Rural Students believe they arg finalcially maturs
far marriage than do Urban Students.
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VII. IMPLIEATIONS and/or INFERENCES

The Differences between Urban and Rural High School Students
does exist but it is not as great as it might appear on the
surface Decause the same survey instrument was egually under-

stood by both grouping of students.

Rural studznts tend to bg more traditionally and conservative
in their orientetion to society in such zreas as work, religion,

family and sex roles.

There does not sppear to be the great diversity of behavior

patterns among Rural Students that exists amang Urban Students.

The life style, ocecupation and education of the parents of the
Rural Students ars not as diverse as among the Urban Students'

parents.

In 211 probability, due to the heterogeneous nature of the
student clientel in the Yrban High School more pressure for
change is exerted upon it than upon the Rural High School

because of its mere homegenecus clientel.

in ali probability, mare Urban Students are college bound than
have the ability while some Rural Students who have ahility for
college are naot motivated to try.

Rural students, especially females, are marriage and family
oriented to a creater degree earlier in lifg than are Urhan
Students. Howgver, a sizeable percentage of the Rural Students
expressed uncertainity abaut their maturity for marriage and

possibly could profit fram guidance in this area.
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ii.

Rural Students have a need for guidance and counseling that
will lpad to a wider range of cccupational aspirations,
esperially at the higher levels, that have as a basic

gntrance reguirement & college education.

If participation @5 a young persen is an indication of
participation as an adult, then Rurzl S5tudents will net
be as active as their Urban counterparis when bath are
adults,

The vast majerity of the cases in both the Urban and the
Rural High %chonl can be expected to be in the 9th grade
in their 1l4th year, in the 10th grade in their 15th year,
in the 11th grade in their 16th year and in the 12th grade
in their 17th year. Apparently sacial promotian exists to
some degree in both syglems.

It appears that pur hypothesis in regard to age-grade’
placement and with wham they wauld "go steady" is
acceptable but that the null hypothesis has to be

accepted in other areas.
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