ED 042 uué

AUTHOR
TITLE

INSTITUTION
REPORT NO
PUB DATE
NOTE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME
Jc 700 208

Gold, Ben K.

Persistence of L.A.C.C. Jtudents Entering in Fall,
19€7.

Los Angeles City Coll., Calif.

RS=70-%

Sep 70

26p.

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC Not Available from EDRERS.
Developmental FPrograms, *Ethnic Groups,
*Institutional Research, *Junior Colleges,
Longitudinal Studies, *Persistence, Predictive
Ability (Testing), *Student Characteristics
*California, School and College Test

This study of los Angeles City College (LRACC)

attrition examined characteristics of 397 randomly selected students
who entered in the fall of 1967. Summaries of the more important
findings follow. Ninety per cent of the mample population persisted
through the first semester, though only sixteen per cent returned to
complete a fifth semester. Dividing the student sample into quintiles
based on School and Cecllege Test (SCAT) scores, those students in the
lowest quintile showed considerably lcwer persistence after their
first semester, though the rate increased for those remaining until
the fifth. This finding suggests the influence of LACC's
developmental studies program. In addition, SCAT performance
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HPERS ISTENCE OF L,A.C.C. STUDENTS EMTERING K
FALL, 1987

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The problem of student attrition hes concerned educaters for years.,

John Summerskili, writing in 1962 in The Americen College (edited by

Nevitt Sanford) stated that “Amerfican colieges lose, on the average, ap-
proximately half their students in the four Vear; after metricutation,
Scme 40% of college students graduate on schedule and, in addition, ap-
proximetely 20% graduate at somz college, some day. These have been the
facts for several! dacades in Awerican higher education.’' In 1968, Trent

and Medsker, in their book Beyond High School indicated thet their data

Yreflect the same tendency shown by Summerskili...that approximately half
of the students who enter American colleges withdraw within four years

.o -However, only 28% obtained degrees in four vears.'' A recernt report
from the State College Chancellor's Offlce indicates that the “tvplcal®
graduate took 6.4 years to graduate, that only 33% of the gradustes made
it in four years, and that nearly three quarters of them were transfer
students, over half from junior colleges.

The junior college, with its oper-door po!icy attracting both high
school graduates and non-graduates having a wide range of goals, talents,
backgrou. ‘s, snd values, can be expected to (and does) lose a greater per-
centage of Its students than the lower division of the four year institu-
tions. Ore major reason for this, of course, is the desire of many junlor
college students to transfer to their four year college choice as soon as
possible, while few students In a four year institution choose to transfer

to the jfunior college.
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Dropout rates today are of concern not only to educators, but tc
lzgislatures, governing board,, and taxpayers. The quotirg of a drop-
out rate Is, however, often of 1ittle meaning as wide discrepancies ex~
ist in the definitions of a dropout and the base on which the rate is
flgured. A large step in the standardization of dropout rates and in in-
vestigating characteristics of and preveative programs for potential drop-
outs has been tsken by a group ¢¥ 25 Northern Caltifornia junior colleges
working together in the ''Norcal Project' (see the May, 1970 Junior Col-
lege Journal.) This project is beainning its third and fina! year, and
some of its findings will be referred to later in this study.

The purposa of this study is to obtsin some recent data concerning the
dropout rate {or, sore accurately, the persistence rate) of students who
enter L.A.C.C.

PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY

From the roster of the 5,398 students who took the Fall, 1967 SCAT en-
trance examination, a random sample of 530 names™ was selected, Registra-
tion tists for Fall, 1967 ware checked, and names of those not registered
were el iminated, leaving a total of 397 constituting the sample for this
study. Neme, age, sex, last high school attended, previois college (if
any) were recorded on a 5" x 8' card for each student, and units attempted,
units completed, grade points, and grade point average for each semester
through Fall, 1969 ware obtained from the Office of Admisslions and recorded
on the card, Records of graduates througsh June, 1970 were searched to
identify those obtaining the AA degree,

Ethnic distributions were estimated as follows:

Black students: all those whose last high school attended
was Dorsey, Fremont, Jefferson, Jordan, Los Angeles,
Manual Arts, Washington, Recent Los Aungeles City schools

ethnic surveys indicate that about 80% of students from
these schools would be Black.

& very 10th name, starting with the eighth, less a few with incomplete scores,
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PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY {continued)
Spanish surname: those names identified by a8 Mexican-American
Counseling Center staff member as being of Spanish origin.
Oriental: those surnames identifled as Orientcal.

Using @ totat SCAT raw score categorization that would partition the
sample into five groups of approximately equal number, quintiles for
entrance examinetion performance were determined,

in obtaining the figures shoming percents completing various semesters,
sutmar sessions were not included, and those few who withdrew and re-
entered during the time span under study were treated as continuing stu-
dents, i.e., semesters completed were not necessarily without Interruption.

Date on the cards were analyzed as indicated in the following section.

F IND INSS

Table { Indicates the numbers of students in the sample completing 1, 2,
3. & or § semesters at L.A.C.,C, and the number obtaining AA degrees in i,

5 or 6 semesters, Percents are Indicated, all based on the original number
registered for Fall, 1967, Simitar figures are given for sub-groups ace
cording to sex, ethnic background, and S5CAT performance. Figures | through
5 present this Information in graphical form. Dashed Vines In figures 2
and 3 indicate the entire sample for comparisorn with the designated sub-
sample,

Table 2 Is presented to Indicate SCAT performance of the entire sample
and selected sub-groups. Mean SCAT scores for alil Fail, 1967 entrants are
indicated for comparisc. purposes,

Table 3 indicates numbers of students earning a "B" or above and those
earning below a “'C'' average for each of four semesters, Percents in this
table are based on the number completing the semester under consideration,

Figures 6 and 7 present grade point average information graphicatly.
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FINDINGS (continued)
Tables M, 5, 6, and Figures 8, 9, 10 indicate respectively distributions
according to age, high schoo! background {last high school sttended) and
previous college attendance for the total sampie and for those who obtained
the AA degree.
In 1961, a persistence study (#61-7) was made of a semple of Fall, 1968
entrants. Table 7 and Figure 11 present avaiiable information from this

study for comparison with the Fall, 1967 group.
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FISURE t ~ Persistence of L.A.C.C, Students,
T Fall, 1967 Sampie (N=397)
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FIGURE & - % of Fall, 1967 Entrants Who Receivad the AA Degree
by June, 1970, Accordiag to Sex and Ettmic Background
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B: Blacks (N=108)
$:  Spanish surname (Nshi)
0: Orfental (N=37)

Heights of rectangles indlcate percents of original N who
veceived AA degree in b, § or Vess, and 6 or less semesters.




30

20

10

FIGURE § - % of Fail, 1567 Entrants Wio Recelved the AA
Degree by Jdune, 1370, Ascording to Performance on
the SCAT Entrance Buamination.
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Entrants
A

% From Research Study #67-1}

J A
| fage 11,
TABLE 2 - Perfoimance on SCAT Entrance Examimation. Total fFall,
1967 Sempie and Selscted Subgioups
T Total T Those | SCAT
SCAT Taking Rey., : Spenisk | Creii, Rex. | Tetal
Quintile SCAT F67 Hales [Femalcs | Blacks Surnami | Surname AR IRaw Scove
N 1
H
(Highest) | o !0 | a7 | 23 9 o9 7| 7o
" 92 | 72 | 36 | 36 12 9 | 6 ! 6375
1y 122 100 62 38 27 1. 05 6 | 51-62
v 108 75 37 39 22 4 5 12 { 39-50
E(Lowest) v V14 I 79 36 43 38 7 5 [ 7 0-38
! &;; i : i
Totat | 530 | 397 |28 |79 108 X 37 ws |
et L2 ; S— i -
! Mean SCAT
, Score 54.8 65.7 8. 4 52.3 &5.5% $8 .1 60. 2 56 7
T Nat'1, %ile
+ for Mean 30 3 35 28 18 35 38 30
Mean Scores ;
AVl Fal) '67% 55,3 57.7  52.7 |




TABLE

- Grade Point Averages bejow '*C' and ''8" o Above,

Fall, 1967 Entrants, Fousr Semesters by Selected
Sub-groups {percents in parentheses}

Page 12,

is¢ Semester

2nd Semester

3rd Semaster

Sth Semester |

Ne. ) . .
Group No, Comp, <C 2B C:;m <C 2B cf:;p, e C:;BL <C. >B |
a1 397 358 175 .52 | 281 132 Lk 159 73 .31 156 ﬂ;s
4 (1e8) (49) (15) -(!00) b7} (16) (100) (59) (16) { (100) (28) (17)
les 218 19 109 25 o 79 21 99 &7 11 | 81 23 16
| (veo0) (56) (13) (!00) (5'4‘ (14) (100) (7) (1) | (100) (28} (20) |
‘emales 179 166 66 132 23 %0 26 20 | 75 "o
{100} (40) (16) (108) (‘iﬂ) (i7) (100) (29) (22) | (r00) (273 (YS)
IHacks 108 % 12 7T W3 48 2. & RN
' {169) (52) (12) (100) {58) (&) {100} (50) ( 8) | (100) (3k) (20)
ipanish b1 .38, 19 29 1 .5 7. 6. 'f',_z 13 2
M‘m_ {160) (50) (8)_ (1e0) {38) (17) (150) (35) (12) | (100} (31) ('5)
briental 37! 3 w 7 | 32 7. 71 2 .8 s} w 5 &)
: (100) (31) (20) (100) (22) (22) (t00) (33} (19) | (10} (20} (16)
s } 70 €S 18 19 59 i3 4 366 9 8 27 3 7
: {1e0) (e8) (29) (re0) {25) (27) (100} (25) (22) | (v00) (11} (26) |
N 72 % 21 15 56 26 10 8 15 10 306 9 5 |
: (100) (32) (23) (100) (46) (18) (100) (39) (26) | (r00) (30) ("),
- n 100 BY. 4 11 €9 33. 10 50 19 6 W W 9.
\ (100} (56) (13) | (100) €48) (&) { (100) (38) (12) | (100) (23) (20)
"W 76 6 & 3 €6 26 8 38 1 7] 31 10 &
Y {te0) (59) ( &) (100) {&3) (14) (100) (37) (18) | (100) (32) (13)
Ly 79 7t 4 4l & 3% 2 27 16 o W n
4E {1e0) (€5) ( 6) (teo) (73) (&) : {100) (59) (o) | (100) (46) ( B)
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FIGURE 6 ~ Semester Grade Polnt Averages Above ''C" and Above
“B", Fall, '9£7 Sample, by Selected Sub-groups
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- FICURE 7 - Semester Giauz Yo:at Averages Adove U7
1967 Sample, by SCAT Perfornnence
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TABLE 4 - Age Distribution, Entire Sample and Graduates

Total Sampie : Graduates i A1V F'67

Age® No. R No, % Entrants -

17- ok {24) 18 {38 1416 (26)

18 148 {37 V7 (35) 1746 (32)

i9 by (12) i { 2) 592 (i%)

20 22 { 8) 2 (b 276 ( 5)

21 10 { 2) 0 { 0} 193 (&)

22 7 {2} 2 (&) 137 ( 3)

23 : 12 ( 3) i { 23 164 ( 3}

2h it (3) Z ¢ &) 128 { 2)

25 7 { 2} i ( 2) 97 (2)
26-30 20 { %) 3 ( 6) 320 { 6)
31-40 11 (3) 0 ( 0} 196 { 4)
41-50 3 {1) i { 2j 89 {2)

51+ 2 in 0 )] bl (1)

TOTAL 397 (101) u8 (99) 5398 (101

1 ' -
Mean age 20.2 i9;6 - 21.0
Median age 18,2 17.9 | 18.3

* at time of taking entrance examination




FiGuRE & = Age &g intrence ui Fett, 1867 LLAC.T. Entrvanis: Entive
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JAGLE § - Migh Schoo! Disteibution. Entire Sawple and Graduates

g' Last High Schood TSRt Sanpie T Graduates AT FIB7 -

_ Attended No. g i No. % ‘ Entrants

. Los Angelss City 23k {590 29 {69) 300 {56}
Other Catlifornia 78 {137 7 {15} 1020 {19}
Other Western States 7 P2y ¥ { 2} 155 {3)
West Central Stales by {1y 0 { 0) 53 (Y
Central States 13 { 3% 4 { 8) 210 { &
South Central States? 10 {3 g { 0} 9 { 2}
Southern States 23 {8 3 { &) 396 )
Northeasterrn States i3 {3 3 { 6) 213 { &)
Foreign . 17 ¢ % ! i {( 2) ! 251 (&)

—__TOTAL 397 Y 48 189y 1 5398 {100y
ios Angeles City High Schools
Los Angeles 26 {11 5 {24} 350 (12%
Fafrfax 23 {10} 3 (10} 260 (8
Hanual Arts 21 ( 2) 2 (7 285 { 9)
Dorsey 22 { 9} 2 (7} 297 {10)
Belmont 19 { 8} 5 {17} 23% { 8)
Marshall 22 &Y 2 {7 182 ( 6)
Ho! lywood 6 - e 2 { 7) 188 (6)
Others | 88 {335) 7 (24) 1223 (&)

~TOTAL 23k (933 29 ____{100) {3009 ___ {100
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TABLE __6. - Previous College Attendsnce, Entirz S-mpie and Graduates

Total Sample i Gradustes ATl 767

Previohs Co!l!'agé
_ Attended % No, 3 Entrants
None (80} 38 {79) 4086 {76)
l.os Angetes City '

Junfor Colleges { 4) ! {2) ko6 { 8)
Othér Junior ' o

Colleges (7 3 {(6) 372 {7)
California State

Colleges ( 2) ) { 2) 56 (1)
University of '

Catifornta (2) 1 { 2)_ 8s { 2)
Others (5) b { 8 391 (n
TOTAL 5398  (101)

. | .




Pﬁye _.ﬁlr,
FigURE_10 = Previous Criteges Attended by Fatl, 1967 LACC
Entrants: Entire Ssmple aad Those Receiving AR
Pegree by June, 1970
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TABLE 7 - Pursistence of Fail, 19%8 Sompie,

Fage 21.

% in porentheses}

Comp.
4 Sem,

Recelved AA Tegree
(by June, 1961}

SCAT
Quintile

L X T TRy

LU LT T St

D S 4w OP W B T D T HE M W Y W A )

63 78 40 ¢ Y e Y Ay

(9

A 0 S 10 G5 G UG €I CI T 6P 0 e W ED GR 4D I O 4 T ap A W I DA D B

s o0 2w &0 wo ap = 00w ov

......... ---—---u—ujnnon-----m-

TOTAL

32 17
(32) (1%} o
22 o
(2h) (10}
12 2
(13) { 2)
1t 52
(26) (12)
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Page 23.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUS IONS

This study is an effort to obtaiin some falrly current estimates of
studeat persisterce at L.A,C.C., Although the study is bised on a sample,
the size and selection of the sample Indicate strongly that it represents
a true cross-section of the L.A.C,C, day student population, Checks of
distributions of sex, age, previous high schos! and coilege verify this
assertion, Percents based on the entire sample can reasonably be ex-
pected (95% conflidence} to vary from the overall student body by not
more than 3-5%. Figures for the sub-samples, howaver, can be reasonably
be axpected to be in error by up te a possible 20% fir the smallest sub-
sémp{esu With these considerations In mind, the following conclusions
are drown from the data presented in this study.

(1) About 90% of Fall, 1967 entering full-time day students
who completed the registration process continuved through-
out the Fall, 1967 semester. This figure Is verified by
all-college atirition reports, and can be compared with
87% for Fail, 1958 entrants, and witn a mean of 92,.5% and
a renge of 79.8% to 96.1% for the colleges reported in the
"Norcal' study.

(2) 7% completed two semesters, a loss of 21% compared with
the first semester 10% drop. A larger drop (of 32%) oc-
curred between the second and third semesters, with 48%
completing three semesters,39% (a 19% drop) completing
four semesters, and 16% (a 59% loss) returning to complete
five semesters,

{3) Only 3% of the Fall, 1967 entrants obtained the AA degree
in four semesters, This number had more than doubled (8%)
by the end of five semesters, and had reached 12% by the
end of six semesters. Evidence outside this study Indicates
that the final figure will approach 20%. It should be pointed
out that the methods used In the study require that errors
would produce figures that a2re too small,

(&) Female persistence at L,A.C.C, is clearly higher than male.
Differences between female and male rates for those com-
pleting 1,2, 3, 4, 5 semesters were 3%, 6%, 4%, 5%, 9%.
Fem2le per semester drop was 8%, 20%, 33%, 1€%, 50%. Male
per semester drop was 11%, 24%. 34%, 18%, 68%. Higher per-
sistence for females was also found in the ‘'Norcal' study,
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS (continued)

(5

(7}

(8)

(9)

(10)

Bilacks and Spanish surname students persisted genevally at

a raie stightiy but not signiTicantly befow the ail~student
rate., Thelr rates for the First two semesters were asbout
average, with a larger dvop at the end of the First vear,
Fivth semester rates, howsver, were higher than the average.
Oriental students persssted at & sianiTicantly h:gber rate for
ail semésters than any other sub-grcup. .

The refationship beiween SCAT performance and persistence is
not cYear, The only signifisant finding appesrs 7o be that
those in the lowust quintife showsd a considarably fower per~
sistence rate through the second, third, and forth semester,
but not the firsit and fifth, One might conjecsture {other evi-
dence confirms thiz, e.g., Research Study #£8-71) that the
Devetopmental !ludies is playirig & role here. Apperently
the Developmental Studles pregrsm keeps the students through~
out the first semester, the second semester (their first in
the regufar college pregram) is found more diffieunit, but
those that make 1t through this second semester “shork" tend
to stay thiough at a rate comparable to the average student,

riental students persisted te an AA degree at 3 rate (35%)

move than double that of the totel group or any sub-group,

High persisxence of Orientais was also found in the ''"Noreai"
tudy,

Analysis of SCAT performence of the varlous sub-groups indi-
cates average L.A.C.C., performance at sbout the 31st percentile
on natbonal college freshman norms, with male performance su-
parior to female, These resulis ware verifled for the entlre
entering ctass of Fall, 1967 in Research Study #67-11. B8lacks
averaged at the lowest Tevel! of the sub-groups, Oiientals at
the highest. . A check of the scores of those who petrsisted to
the AR degree indicstes no differences from overali perfermance.

Data concerning grade polnt averages indicate thet the pervcent
of students earning a 'C" average or sbove rose consistently
from abhout 50% tor the first semester to about 75% for the
fourth semester. About one in six earned a 8" average or abova
each of the four semestars,

Mate percent " or above was significantly below that of fe-
mate {44 to 60%) In the Tirst semester but rose to equal

it by the Yourth semester., Blacks' academic performance was
sbout everage for the first semester, dropped sharply the se-
cond but rose to about average agatn by the fourth semester,
Again, one might conjecture the effect of the Devetopmental
Studies program. Orlentais' academic performance wes clearly
superior to that of any other group, eppeciaily in the first two
semesters.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUS IONS {con  nued)

(11} Comparison of SCAT performance with percunt above "C' and
above "B shoxs a clcar positive relationship In the highest
and lowest quintiles for all Ffour semesters. Appsrartiy the
SCAT can predict GPA pretty well for the highest and lowest
groups but not for the middie ranges.

(12} A look at age distribution raveals that a greater parcentsge
of 17 year old and vounger students persisted to the AA degree.
Differences however are not stazistically significent (Chi-
square test, 5% level.)

{13} Distribution of Jast high schools attended viewed by arves
of the V.S, shows no differences bdetween the total sample
and those who obtained the AA degree. Withim the locs!

Los Angeles City arga, differances are evident and signifi-
cant, probebly reflecting the higher persistence rate of
Oriontals,

) No relationship is evidant between pravious college attend-
ance and persistaence to the AR degree.

18} Comparison of persistence rates of Fall, 1967 entrants and
Fall, 1958 entrants indicates that students are persisting at 2
stightly higher rate now than 8 dacade ago, but are apparently
1ass concaraned about or sre taking longer to get the AA degree,




