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The Experimental Education Unit is one of four units of the Child
CZ)
LAJ Development and Mental Retardation Center at the University of Washington.

Its principal functions are professional training, research, and service to

children and youth between the ages 2.5 to 21 years who have learning and/or

behavior problems which interfere with the acquisition of skills or impede

progress in school. These children are referred by clinics, physicians,

school districts, or parents. Following the completion of the admission

procedures and the collection of data on tic children who have been referred,

the Consultant Advisory Committee makes recommendations on admissions as

openings in the class occur. The classroom goal is sufficient progress for

each child to enable his transfer to a program in his home community.

Great care went into the planning of the physical facilities of the

Experimental Education Unit starting with criteria the building should meet

when it was completed. Some of the criteria which were considered were:

I) safety for children; 2) indoor-outdoor relationships not only within the

,441

Unit, but in relation to the Clinical Training Unit; 3) separation of adult

traffic flow from child traffic flow; and 4) flexibility to permit rearrange-

/A
111

ment of classrooms and other facilities to accommodate change and innovation

in programs in the future. One objective was to provide a facility which

afforded a school atmosphere rather than a hospital atmosphere.

Within the building which contains approximately 41,000 square feet of

floor space, there are a number of different areas which have been designed

to facilitate the accomplishment of the specific functions or objectives
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of the Unit. Each classroom has an associated outdoor classroom where

activities essential for developing certain skills and learning may be taught

better in the out-of-doors than in the indoor classroom environment.

In addition to the outdoor classrooms, there are also play areas for

children of different age levels and there is a covered play area where young

children can play in any kind of weather. A multi-purpose room is located

at the east end of the building and has an outdoor court just beyond it which

is the same size as the indoor basketball court.

Another unique feature of the building is the combination of the Instruc-

tional Center and the Instrumentation, Data Photography. and Data Processing

Laboratory. The Instructional Center affords an opportunity to use multi-

media projection, closed circuit TV, and an ultra modern telectern which has

great capabilities and flexibility for use in demonstration and instruction of

adults in professional training programs. This package for communication and

training will be augmented by facilities for telephone conferencing which will

permit hook up to distant institutions, school districts, and other research

and demonstration facilities. As soon as funding is available, a computer

compatible response panel system will be installed to make feedback possible

from each individual in the one hundred seat capacity of the Instructional

Center. Analysis of such data will be used in the study of the variables

relevant to the improvement of instruction. The system will also permit the

individualization of certain types of instruction at the adult level.

Visitors to the Experimental Education Unit are usually delighted with

the location of the classrooms and the view of the Lake Washington Ship Canal

from many of the indoor and outdoor classrooms. Each classroom has a connecting
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teacher's office and an observation booth which permits students in professional

training to observe and take data through a one-way glass window.

In various locations within the Experimental Education Unit, there are

laboratories for behavioral research and other types of investigations being

conducted by Experimental Education Unit staff members from several different

disciplines.
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