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The American adolsscaent is porirayed by many wuriters eos a po]itj.-
cally apathetic individual who harbors uadenocratic heliefls that zre
covercc{ over with a veneer of partiotisme Various students of this sub-
Ject express concern about the adoguacy of the socialization of the young

-

of the nation to a sense of citizenship that includes an awareness of,

and participation in, the polit

1cal. s7stemes Some clain the adolescent
is actually alicnated from the political system., It has also been con-
Jectured that adolescent experiencess in the school could pessibly be
the origin of the political alienation and cynicism showm by sone young
acdults in their- third and fourth decades of life.

Receatly a number of publications have been available in which

the authors have investigated the influence the teenaze sub-zulture haz

-on the attitudes and beliefs of the adolescent. Many of these studies

O
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have implications for the study of political socialization. Houever,
such studies have ofien ignored tlie grorth and developrent ol alolescent
bellefs and attitudes about the political systenm,

This study determined tihe degree to widch the adolescent was aware
of politics and the degrze to which he aéccpted the cbligatibn of vot-
ing and participation in the political system. A second purpose was to
discover #rhich of the various ageacies of political socializg.t_:‘.on had
contributed to the degree of political awareness and sense gf“‘:pohti-
cal obligation. To obtain this infor;aa‘_t.ion, tiie important task was to

determine what social units, what experiences, influenced the develop-

ment of belizfs and attitudes ¢f adolescents.
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Thie modern high school student finds himself a member of several
social institutions, each with its own messages, direc*ives, and lessons
to be mastered or ignored. TFrom previous research, it was concluded
that a study of the family environment, experiences in school, exposure
to the corrmnity, and exposure of the individual to the mass media would
permit the greatest insight in an attempt to identify the means by which
incdividuals learn thelr political behaviore.

Political behavior is lzarned behavior. The political lzarning
process, which has been ignored in many studiss of the adolescent,
therefore, has been investigated here to determine what politically relevant

ettitudes are associated wita the social units of the adolescent environment.

The Corrmunity Znvironmaat

The communtiy involved in this study is Iowa City, Iowa, a id-
western university city of L1,602 population. The city is the core
communif& of the ninth largest county in the state and, historically,
was the early capital of the state; and since 1856 the community has
teen the home of the largest institution of higher learning in the state,

The city is a predominately white community of which 1,5 percent
of the population is non-white. The population of the count& hés a median
age of 2h.L with fifty-three percent of the total population under the
age of 26, MMedian age for the state population is 30.2. These figures
reflect the influence of the approxinately seventeen tbousaﬁd college

students who reside in the city during the acadenic year.l

1y, s. Bureau of Census, 1960 Census of the United States: Ceneral
Social and Economic Characteristics of Iowa, Table 72, pp., 17-210.




e population of this couniy is well above the statz median both
in individual izcome and attuined education. The wmedian individual inceme
figure éor ihe state is 5L,2h0, whereas the median individual income
in th;é commnity iu 35,769, Incomes of $3,000 or lass ars sarned by
1.6 percent of the population an& 16,7 percent hzve incomzs over
$10,OOO¢.2
.’ In educational tackground the comrmnity again exceeds the state
median figure whiich is 10.) completed years'of schiool for males and 12.0
for females, Fifty percent of the hales have ccrpleted 13.2 or more
years of school, ‘This figure is 12,7 for the womeno3

The citizens participate in nany effectively active clubs and
organizations whichvhelé promote the overall result of a well-run city.

According to fisures released by the Secretary of State, this
comrmunity is one of twenty-six citieé in the state with a population
of over 10,000 that has more registered Democrats than Republicans.
Only four other cities in the state can claim this characteristido In
March, 1966, there were 16,398 eligible voters in tﬁe city, of which
3,932 are registered Deﬁocrates and 3,2L9 are Republicans.S Regardless
of the closeness of these fighres, the Deriocrats have dominated in the

general elections in the period from 1932 through the 1964 election,

2Hary'Hegee, "Towa's Urban Structure and Growth," Iowa 3Business
Digest, XXXVII (June, 1966), 7.

3U. S. Bureau of the Census, Jbid., Table 35, pp. 17-166.

bpes Moines Register, January 26, 1966, p. 10,

SPrior to July L, 1966, a voter did not have to declare his party
affiliation in the State of Iowa.




They have controlled all county offices during this period and have de-
livered a nmajority vote for the Denoccratic candidate for govenor in
each electlon since 1950, During the saie pericd, 1332-196L, no Repub-~
lican senatorial candidazte has outpolled his opponent in the countye
This county represents a DJerocratic island in a state that has been dom-
inated by the Republican party.

The city is the home of a former Democratic Tongressman, three
menmbers of the state legislature, thrsz former state asserblymen and
a past state safely comiissioner, The current Johnson County State House
delegation is composed of two Democrats and one Republican.

Local, state, and national political news is readily accessible
to the population. The local newspaper, daily except Sunday, has been
cited on two recent occasions for outstanding reporting of comrmunity
affairs. INational, regional, internaticual and state news is available.
to the citizen from the columns of a state and three regional newspapers.
Two radio stations opera%e in the city, one an affiliate of the Univer=~
sity. The popdlation can also view all of the television networks.

This communtiy ig pcpulated by a well—educated people, predomi-
nantly white, middle and upper-middle class in income. The occupations
of the working population are mainly professional, service workers, mana-
gerial and clerical.’ These people have ample oppcriunity to inform

themselves of public affairs. The characteristics of the popu~

6Information taken from the officia; state canvass filed at the
University of Iowa library.

Tor 14,218 employed adults over 21, these four job categories
contain 10,127 workers: professional, h,296; service workers, 2,757;
managerial, 936; clerical, 2,138, U.S. Bureau of Census,’ op. cit.,
Ta.ble 77, PDo 17-21’40 .




lation in this study, namely high =ducaticnal attaix;.ment s above average

incomes, compctitive political aprties, and accessibility to news medisa,

is such as to provide an environment thzt crsates an interest in public

affairs and partisan polities. It is an assumption of this writer.that

such an enviromment should be a good training ground for ;young citizens.

Milbrath cites studies that indicate the more competitive the

parties are, ti.z greater tlie likelihood of a high rate of participation.
Party competition probably affects participation by stimulating in-
terest in a iampaign ind giying citizegs the impression that their
individual efforts affect tle outcoms,

If Milbrath is correct, then party competition such as is found in this

community should stimulate mass participation.

The'School Ervironmant
The educational ingtitution in this city is a three-year senior

high schools It is one of threz such schools in the commuﬁity. The
school is accredited by:the state and the regional accrediting agency.
The school district is organized on a 6-3-3 plan and operates on an
190-day acaderic year. An instructional day is composed of six fifty-
‘mivute periods. The 1965-66 enrollment in grades 10,11, and 12 1as
1,115, Of this total, 391 wers sophmores, 399 juniors, and 326 seniors,
This student body represents sixty-four percent of the comaunity's ado-
lescents attending school the second senester of the 1965-66 school year.

:-The social studies curriculum of the school system is siﬁilar to
most programs in the state and the nation. Before attending the high

3chool, the students complete required courses in geography, American

811nrath, Political Participation (Chicago:s Rand Melally
and Company, 1965), 97.
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history and civics. 1In high schiocl, American nistory and world history
are required for craduation. In addit;on, tiiz students can elect any
of th? one=senester coursss offered in world affairs, dcmestic issues,
econoﬁics, goverimeat, gsography, psycunology, and scciologye

The type of social studies curriculum found in this high school
is essectially the pattern of course olferings recormended in 1916 by
the Committee on Social Studies. This pattera is very familiar to the

Midwest and to the entire nation.9-

The philosophy underlying such a
#{raditicnal™ approach to 2ivic education seenms to say that an "interest
in political participation will develop primarily from a solid undsr-
standing of the facts of political life and a comprehension of the
political process."10 In this light, civic education to most‘students
becomes reading, recitetion, examina;icn and a grade, Little attemptl

18 made tc bring the student into contact with the actual experience

of politics.

The school sponsors the usu2l extre-curricular activities found
in a comprehensive nigh schiool, The activities that are of special in-
terest to this study are the student council, class officers and class
councils, These organizﬁtions represant the contribution of students
to the management of the school, Their purpose is outlined in the

Student llandbook as follows:

9Bertram A, Masia, "Frofile of the Current Sécondary Social Studies
Gurriculum in Yorth Central Association Schools,® Worth Central Associa-
tion, 1962.

10Marvin Schick and Albert Somit, "The Failure to Teach Political
Activity," American Behavioral Scientist, VI (January, 1542), 5-8,




There is a twenty-four membei student council composed of eight mem-
bers from each of the three classes, each beinz elected by their re-
sZective classas. Also, each orgamization of Cityr High is eligible
to elect a member to attend the student council nmeetings. These
merbers of clubs will not have voting privileges,

The purpose of the student council is to provide a body of répre-

" dentative student leaders who will act as a liaison between Lhe
student body and the faculty and admninistration. The council orig-
inates topics and carries out a widely varied group of prcjects vhich
contrlbute to the genergl improvenent of the school and its smooth
operation.

All three classes have their own President, Vice-president and

Secretary-Treasurer. The Junior and Seaior classes also elect a

Junior and a senior council., The latter two groups are concerned

with the conduct of the business and activities of their respective

- classes, They are not considered class officers, Pre51dent, Vice-
President, and Secretary-Treasurer of the Sophumore class are auto~
matically merbers of the Student Council.ll

. Special Activities that bear on citizenship education are lirdted.

.An exception to this was the mock political convention carried out in
the Spring of 196L, and mock ekections in the fall of each election year.
Students plan and manage these events.

Through their central committees, both political pasrties sponsor
and support teenage political clubs., In 1965-66, merbiership in these
organizations was small, fifteen for the Democrats and seveirteen for the
Republicans. Both parties have assisted interested studeuts to atiend

party functicns such as county and state conventions,

__glpotheses-of the Study

An attempt is made in thls inve.tigation to determine if a civic

education program as found in this school can develop attitudes conducive

1student Hendbook, "Code for Hawklets," Iowa City Qigh School,
Iowa .Cj.ty, Iowa.




to active participation in political and public aifairs. To deter-
mine what factors have contributzd to the political socialization of
this group of teenagers, the following hypotheses have been developed:

1, Students who have a greater exposure to the social studies
programs will éxhibit a general increase in a sense of citizen duty and,
feeling of political efficacy,

2 Increase in age of student will result in a general increase
in the sense of citizen dﬁty‘ and feeling of pqlitical elficacye

3e Boys and girls do not differ in degrse of sense of citizen
duty and feeling of political-efficacy.

ke Students who exhibit a high degree of particination in extra-
curricular affairs and community activities will exhibit a greater de-
‘gree of a sense of citizen'dutz and feeling of political efficscy, than
students who do nct participate in sﬁch activities,

5. Students from upper socio-econoic families will exhibit a
‘greater degree of sense of citizen duty and feeling of political efficacy,
than students frem lower socio-econonic faiilies,

6. Students who report nurticipstion, interest in discussion
of politics in their families will have a greater degree of seuse of
citizen duty and feeling of political effiqacy than student$ ulio
report apathetic politieal behavicr on the part of their narents.

7. Students wno have engag:d in partisan political activity
Hill exhibit a greater degree of sease of citizen dutﬁ, and feeling
of political efTicacy than students whe have not had thei? e:gerience.

8. Students who are frequent ussrs of regazines aad television
will exhibit a greater degree of sense of citizen duty, and feeling of

political efficacy, than students who are not exposed in soie manner to

PCLR ORIGINAL COPY - siu.
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magazines and television.
/

Instrument Used for %

[

Study

The instr.ment of messurenent, a questicnneire, used in this
study was con istructed from a cohbinatlon of sources. These itsme are
both closed and open-ended response questions.e Two scalesz, from
earlier research on adult politicszl behavior, have been used tq
measurs the attitudes and o*:xn.cns on polities z2and puhlic issues of

12 9yo other scales, concent of c;tlzensh:’-_;;lB and

the respondents.
knowledge of political news rnedia, were used to classify attitudes

and perceptions of the students. The items that rmake up the scales

are intez;spersed'thro-.aghout the questionneire in order to reduce the
" respo1se bias of the student. The student was 2lso asked to indicate
his participation iu political acti vities s and interests and activity
of his parsents in nartisan politics.

The parents of the respondents were seat = postal czrd gquestion-
naire that requested them tc indicate in what politiczl activity they
had participated and their nolitical perty affiliation. On the basis
of the informaticn prdﬁded, each fanily was classifies as either
politically active, a political specteicr, or apathetic. The first

group vwas defined as consisting of people who are sericusly involved

1271 scales are: "sease of citizen duty," Angus Carpbell and
.Robert L. Xahn, The Voter Decides (Evanston: Row, Peterson, 1935L),
19L4-99; "feeling of political e:ficncy," Ibid., 187-9k.

l-.’Sc:a'.!.e vwas developed from Irederic L. nger and Aernard Q.
Carman, "High School Students Tvaluate adult Citizens," Social -
Education, XV (ioverkier, 1951), 375-75.
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in politics as office-holders, candidates or who contridbute sub-
stantially to party activity. OSpectators are deTined as people who
observe the politiecal contecst, discuss the iss.es and vote. The
apathetic person is defined as one who gensrally ignores politics and
does not vote.ih

Each family was also classified as to occupational and educational
level of the head of the household. Incoue is, o1ttted from considera-
tion because of the inability of the studeats to indicate the correct

ancunt of income ¢ the fa.:.‘n:lly.l5

Ad:dn*,st.ration 0f the Instruient

This instrument was adrinistered to all studeats of a Hid-
" western high.school who were earclled in a socizl studies course during
the second semester of the 1965-656 slchool vear. The questionnaire was
given during the final two weeks of school to six hundred seveaﬁy—nine
students in grades ten, elevs:i, and twelve. A pretest of the instrument
had been administered prior to this. ‘linth g;‘ade stucdents o.f the sane
school district were used in this pretest.

.The investigator perso'aall.,r ed:inistered the questionns.ir=~ to
7 all the responde'lts. Each section of the instrume:t was explained and
closely supervised 0 insure the fullest pos#i‘ole comprehensiocn of
each itam in the questionneire. The “olléwing instructions were read

to all students at ths beginning of the period:

Wpor furiher clarificatlon of these definitions, see (Hlbrath,
' Ope. Cito, 16-220

155¢ephen D, Vithey, "Reliability of Recall of Income," Public
@mion Mrterlx, XVITT (Swmer, 195h), 197-2ou.




Tdday you are ushed to contribute information shout ycurself

d your family thal will be used tc study thls develonment of

e political system of our naticn. This infeoriation is re-
luested £o learn about your ideas and oninions on politics,
/and political activity. 3e surz ou have ziswersd all the
/fquestions ia the manier rejussted. Your exact cpi-iion is
what is neaded. The answers to these questions will be
treated ass conlidentizl., iow, read the directions on page
one carsfully and wait for instructions to start.

Honesty was stressed as an important factor.

Analvtical ‘leasurss Immloved

To test the above hynothecss, since the distribution of

the proporticns are discrete, chi square was used as a test of

16

independence. The contingency coelficient, a descriptive measure

of asscciation hetween varisbles, was also computed.

165

for a discussion of the Chi square statistic, see ilclen 1.
Walker and Joseph Lev, Statistical Infereance (lew York: Kolt, Rine-
hart and Vinston, 1953), 81-101.

v
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Motivetional Attitude Toward Political Participation

|

attituées about politics ware provel from three dircctions in the hope .

To gein an insight into the attituces of the adolescents; their

that '.{t would be possible to determine just how impertant they consid-
ered participation in the political system to be. First, they wére asked
to indicate "what an individual must do to fulfill the duties of & good
citizen,"17

An ansver coded as "“conforming" is one in which the individual
saw the role of a good citizen as one of obeying the laws, respecting
others, maintaining good health, payinz taxes. This type of answer made
| no mention of’ foting, or political participation of any t;pe. A student
who was coded as s “'cdntributor" will heve meationed all or some of the

TABLE_ 1
The Role of a Good Citizen as Defined

by the Students
(in percentages)

-
—— ————— —

r— ——

|
|

Type of Activity Total Number
Conforming : '33.1; 227
Contributing Lh.5 302
Participating ' ‘ 12.8 817
No Response R B 8.3 63
| 100.0 679

l7‘FLger and Carman, loc. cit.
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above but also mentioned voting and some type of community participation
as attributes of good citizenship. Only those answers that included
the woz’-ds "participate in politics, elections, political part activity"
or wor&s to thaf effect were recorded as "participating™ answers. The
ideal answer, therefore, would be one in whict.x a student iuncluded the
conforming, contri'ﬁut.ing and participating items. From the response,
it is observed that 12.8 percent iqcluded party activity as an atiribute
of the good citizen. A far greater nurb.r saw the duty of citizenship
as a voter in elections and participator in community activity. However,
33.L percent failed to mention a political act, or commmuidty service
as an act of good citigenship.

It has been found that adolescent boys tend to see the duties of
a good citizen more as conforuance tc; standards than girls (Table 2),
but more boys belleve the good citizen should participate in politics.
A greater percentage of the girlé see the good citizen as a voter and
contributor to community voluntary organizastions. Thus. it seems the
experiences these adolescent citizens have had have socinlized them to
a different concept of the good citizen. This can be an indication that
during the adolescent years the adult pattern of male dominance in po-
litical activity and female dominance in community voluntary groups had
already been eitablished.

The data also indicate that the adolescents' concept of the good
c¢itizen tends to change as they matured. The trend is away from the

conforming-contributer pattern in the early years to one that generally



TABLE 2

Assoclation Between the Sex of the Adolescent
and Yis Concept of the Good Citizen
(in percantages)

gﬁ:ﬁzsgip_ . Boy e Girl Total
Conforming - 3.2 28.2 33.4
Contributing 36.0° 53.7 Wi .5
Pmicipat.ing .7 10,7 12.8
No Answer 1.0 b 9.3
Total | 99.9 - 100.0 100.0
No. of Cases 353 326 679
| x2 = 21,63 P <.00L C = .176
TABLE 3>
Assoclation Between the Ape of the Adolesceant

and Hie Dez::i;::::nzﬁg:st)}ood Citigzen
Ducrigtioncfs bttty
Conforming b5.7 34.8 8.7 254 33.4
Contributing "~ 40.0 h9.5 hli.o ho.2 k.5
Participating 1.4 10,6 12.3 16.6  12.8
o Answer . _29 S.1 1.9 7.8 5.3
Total 100.0 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0
No. of Cases | 33 198 217 169 679

22 = 29,046 P { .00 = C=.202
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sees fhg/duty of the good citizen as a contributor-participator. Table
3 ind;cates that the big change is the result of the older students ex-
pandid; their concept of the z00d citizen to include participation in
politics. It is sugpested that this increased acceptance of voting and
political participation as a civic obligation is the result of the in-
teraction of the adolescent with the numerous eavironaeats and experi-
ences he has had.

The second indicator of attitude was the sense of citizea duty.
According to the originators of this scale, a sense of citizen duty 1is
the feeling that one has a responsibility to participate in the political
system.la Suzh a neasure serves as an indication of the future politi-

cal activity in which these adolescents will engage. The four statements

the respondents were asked to agree or disagree with are as follows:
L)

1. It isn't so important to vote when you know your party'
doesn't have a chance to win.

2. A good many local elections aren't important enough to
bother with.

3. So many other people vote in the national elections that
it doesn't matter much to me whether I vote or not.

L. If a person doesn't care how an election comes out, he

shouldn't vote in it.

18Angus, Campbell, et al., The Voter Decides (Evanston, Illinois:
Row Peterson and Company, 195L), 19L.
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A "disagree™ with all the statenents means an individual has ex-
pressed a hish feeling of political obligation. Tallel, presents the
degree of sense of citizen duty for these tecnagers,

TAZLE &

Sense of Citizen Duty and Feeling of
Political 7fficacy of iesncndents

Political Efficacy Citizen Duly
Total 3 Total N
Low 0 T7e2 L9
1 15.3 10L | 1.9 13
2 26.8 182 8.2 56
3 3L.6 235 53.8 365
Bigh b 6.1 109 6.1 25
100.0 - 679 100.0 679

It was found in this group that almost $0 percent felt they had
aﬁ obligaticn to voté in elections. It would seen this group of edoles-
cents have a well-developed sense of political responsibility. Inéividu-
als who believe this way can be expected to participate and engage in
political activity,

A third indicator of attitude is the feeling of poliitical effi-
cacy of the individual. This is the feeling that an individual vill
express vhen he feels that his- taking part in political action of sume
type will have an impact on the pclitical process. A scale score is
deternmined by the answer of the respondent of "agree" or "disagree" to

the following stateménts: *

’
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o "I don't think public officizls core much what peonle like
me think.

L

2. "Vobting is the only way that pocnle like ne can have any say
/ about how ithe govermnnent runs t‘ln

! 3. "People like me don't have any say ahout wlhat governnent doeso”

.1 80 complicated that

hoe "Somctimes politics and governnmenat ssze::
erstand what is zoing ono”

a person like ne can't really under

A disagree response on the four items was coded as an efficacious
answer. Table U presents the degrec of efficacy for the individuals
in this group of adolesceits,

In Table 1 it was noted thaut only 12.8 percent of the respond-
ents indicated that tiiey considsrsd participation in politics as 2an act
of good citizenship. Apparently political participation for nany was
not salient at least not at the tinme they were asked the questicn. In

~ Table ly it was found that 22.5 percent of the studeats did not believe
they could exert much influence in the political system. lowever, of
the total group 50 percent belisved the opposite to be true. £lso from
Table L4 it was learned that 89.9 peréent of the respondents said they
believed it was iﬁportaqt to vote in elections,

This';s an lndication tgat nany of these youngsters do not have a
conception of citizenship that involved political participatioh, never=-
theless, a majority of them did have attitudes asd beliefs thet indiceted
fhey’believed their political nmarticipation wauld be important and worth-
while. Another indication of such attitudes can be seen in Table 4 yhere 2
large‘majority of the group believed voting to b2 an important, meaningful
political oﬁligation. Vihat is importent to know is from what environments
thﬁt sprround the American adolescent does he develop his beliefs and

attitudes toward voting and political participation. ‘hat haove been the

EKC
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experiencss of those who have a high desrese of feeling of political
obligafion and wihat have been the sxperiancaes of those who do not have
such a feeling?
, The origins of such attitudes and beliels are inveétigated.in the
] _
hope of finding tque characterisitics of the four envirornmenis under
consideration ti.at are associated witn the student's concept of the

feeling of political efficacy and ths sease of citizen duty?

Origin of the Sense of Civic Chlization

It hac been enphasized previously that the individuals in this
group had achieved a rather well developed sease of citizen duty. A
rather large uajority (Table ly © of these adolesceats had achieved a
citizen duty scale score-of three or nors., According to earlier researci
such individuals would be pfone 4o participate in the political process
now and in the future. At least Camphell found this to be true of adults
whé scored the saﬁe 1igh degree of citizen duty as reported by the re-
spondents of this study. Such behaviorAcan be definitely expected of
theA26.1 percent who were at the top ol tiis attitude scale.l? Vhat are
the causes of such positive attitudes on the part of the adolescents?
From this study it has been revealed that none of the characteristics
of the four environments, family, school, corrunity, end mess media were
associated in any way with the degree of citizeﬁ duty exhibited by these
adolesceats. Therefbre, it was necessary to accept the null hypothesis
of the relationship in every instance. The data has shown that the sense

of citizen duty of the student is not related to his family or school

91pid., 198..
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environments., The same was trus with regard to the communtiy and his
exposure to the mass media. Howsver, the discussion cananot be concluded
without recognizing that such widespread acceptance of an ottitude
essential to a demccratic political system did not grouw in the conscious-
ness of these adolescents withont some reinfcorcement from somewhere, or
from someone.

One possible e:mlanaticn for such results would be Lo rscognize
that such attitudes may very well have their origin in sometling which
‘is beyond the scope of this study. It is entirely possiblzs that the
elementary social studies progranm éf this scliool system may have enpha-
sized the importance of voting to such a degree that the results found
here would materialize., Another possiblz reason for the pattern is the
fact that this is a mid-western, middle-~class city, populated by univer-
sity faculty and administration to a large extent, Such demographic
characterisitcs would seem to indicate a population which would be expecied
to exercise its franchis as a total population to a far greater extent
than other groups with a population of a lower socio-gcconomic status,

In other words, parental and adult patterns of political behavior, in
this instance voting, are so universal that the younger generation

see it as a political obligation. Furthermore, the pattern established
by this group of adolescents (Tableh ) is also one which is very similar
to the sense of citizen duty exhibited by similar socio-sconomic adult
groups in the United States.zo

Therefore, it is concluded that what has bheen seen here is not

such as exceptional pattern for children of middle-~class America. However,

Q 201p44,, 197.
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because pf the high degree of citizen duty shown, it can be concluded that
I

this gr?up is largely cou.itted to the belief that the had a politics

obligaﬁiop of wvnting. A4lsc such 2 degrze of citizen duty indicates that

the a&olescents in the group have a greater likelihood of active political

participation than was expccteds The above is important uren cne looks at

the voting and participation patterns found in middle-class Americae

Adolescznt Belief in Value of Political Participation

The sense of volitical efficacy has been defined as the feeiing
one has that his participation in politics does have an impact on the
political system of one's country. An individual who exhibits a high
degree of political efficacy believes that it is worthwhile to merfornm
one's civic duties. Furthermors, it is belief that political and social
change is possible through one's political participation.

It was established previously that the feeling of political ef-
ficacy has been found to be related to political participation in that
politically active people gensrally have a high dezree of efficacye.
Through the use of this concept it is believed it can be determined to
what degree these zdolescents hold beliefs that are conducive to politi- _
cal participation. It has been est=blished previously that this group
of adolescents indicated that they were a rather efficacious group.

It has also been deterrinad that boys and girls do not differ signifi-
cantly in this civic attribute. The dsta also has revealed that there
is no significant difference between the youngest and oldest individuals
in the group. In other words, eichteen yezar olds were not any rnore

or less efficacious than the fiftecn year olds,
v
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Hone Invironment and Adolescent Z2liaf About the Value
of Politic. 1l Particigation

It has been an assweption of this study that the family or home
environment would exert a major influence on thz attitudes and veliefs

of the adolsscent about pelitical participation. It has been found from
1
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the data that the political efficacy of the adolesceat i
with some charact=ristics of tiie home enviromment, The level of educa-
tion of the parent, the willingness ol the parents to allow politics
to be discussed in the home and the level of intensity of political
participation of the parsnts arec found to be associated with the adoles~
cent!s belief that participation in politics is worthwhile., Houever,
it was found the degree of adolescent efficacy was not associated writh
the occupation category of the head of the household. Such a finding
corresponds to the research of the Survey Ressarch Center uhere Canpbell
observed tnhat a high degree of efficeecy is not a prercz-tive of the
socially advantaged citizen.2l It is the impression of this writer that
this means that the feeling of political worth by the young can be fostered
in any 5ome regardless cf wealth or social status provided other factors
are present. Those other factors could be one or all the environmental
characteristics found here to be associated with adolesceat efficacys.
First, Table § presents the relationship of the level of education
of parents and the degree of politiczl efficacy of the adolescent, It
may be notad that in this table the adolescents who are the least effica-

&

cious ars tiie onz2s who have lived in hemes where the parents have attainad

21bid,, 19k,
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the lowe level of education, or the completion of eight grades or less,
In the %ame table it nay be noted ti.at the nost eff;qacious of the ado-
lescents are generally from homes where ihe parents have attended collegs
or attained a baccalaureate or graduate Jdegres. It may also be noted
that for the stﬁdents of mediwum efficacy, a score of 3, the proportional
difference of the colwms, where the education-of_the parents was knoun
by the students, is relatively low. This is more true of fathers than
the mothers, ¥From such results one_ gets the impression that in the medium
group of efficacy the intellectual level of the home is not as much an
influence és in the hizhly efficacious or those of the lowest degree of
efficacy. Explanation for such a relationship is based on the id-a that
educated people tend more often to believe thay have a worthwhile contri-
bution to make in any group or organization where they are a meiber.
.Educated people generally are more arﬁiculate and have the skill to put
such a beliéf into action. In politics, for =xample, the greater th
degree of educatiocn; the greater the likelihood the individual will
participate in politics. The data in Tabhle S indicate that thosenarents
who are more educated were able through exarple or by expressions to instill
the same beliefs about rolitical participation to their children,
Therefore, it is only reasonable to expect that in honmes whefe politics
were engaged in, the subject also became a toplc of conversation. The
adolescents living in such an environment would be more efficacious thaﬁ
adolescents who never heard the topic discussed in their horiecs, Table UL
reveals that this is irue. It is evident from this table that where
political discussion was not a family activity, such adolescents were

the least efficacious gronp of the five categories. The most efficacious

group was composed of those who had heard politics discussed regularly
(€




Table 6

The Associaticn of Home Discussion of Politics and the Adolesceant
Civic Attributes of Feeling of “olitical Lfficacy
(in percentasges)

Home Discussion of rolitics

Feeling of

Political Regularly Frequently Occasionally lever Total

Efficacy

Low © 6.5 - S 7.1 3.1 7.2
1 3.2 9.6 15.7 3L.L 15.3
2 16.1 27.7 28.3 19.7 26.8
3 sh.8 35.5 3L.2 2L.6 3L.6

Bigh 4 9.k 21.7 .7 8.2 _16.1

Total 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0

No. of Cases 31 166 L2l 61 679

x° = 39.402 P < .001 C = .234

at home. Such individuals were the nmost convinced that the pariticipation
of the individual in volitlcs could achieve the political and social
changes they desired. When the topic was frequently or occasionally
discussed, note thst the greatect difference in attitude appears at

the extreme end of the scale., The data leaves an impression that the
informal discussions that take place at the dinner table or elsewhere do
play an important role in the political socialization of the adolescent.
Where 1t was found that degree of efficacy was associated with parents
educational background one would asswie that this type of parent would

generate the highest frequency of discussion.
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To check this we compared the student efficacy and frequency of
polit#cal discussion by the parents level of education. In Table 5 we
notejthat few adolescentis of college educated parents had not heard
soméfpolitical discussionse. Students who irdicated hearing such conver=
sation frequently are found to be more efficacicus than the ™never"
group. The data &l so indicates that where political discussion does
take place the frequency of discussion is not as important an influence
as the total lack of such conversations. This data agrees with previous
research which reveals the association that exists between a persons
level of education and his acceptances and feelings about political
participation.22 As ex@ected, note that the collegs educated parent is
likely to be a person most successful in soclolizing his off-spring to
a feeling of political importance and worth which in turn can result in
political participation.,

TABLE 8
Association of Home Discussion of Politics and

Concept of the Good Citizen by the Adolescent
(in percentages)

Concept of _ Home Discussion of Politics
Citizenship Regularly FrFrequently Occasionally HNever Total
Conforming 16.1 23.5 38.2 36.1 33.4
Contributing 11,9 53.6 L1.8 39.3 LhL.S
Participating 38.7 .5 1n.z 6.6 12.8
No Response _3.2 _ 8. _ 8.8 18.0 _ 9.3
Total 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No. of Cases ' 31 166 h21 61 679
2 = 40,75 P<.001 C = .238 .

22Herbert Hyman, Political Soclalization (Hew York: The Free Press

~of Glencoe, 1959), 69-91.
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To further the idea that through discussion of politics the home
inrlu;nces the level of efficacy in its younger members, the frequency
of discussion in the home was compared with the adolescent's concept of
a gogd citizen. Table 8 presents the association betweecn these variables.
The table indicates that those adolescents who had experienced a good
deal of discussion about politics were the most prone to see participa-
tion in polditics as one characﬁeristic of the good citizen. It should
also be noted that such individusls have a decreasing tendency to see
the good citizen as one who conforms to a set of bel.avior standards.
There is also a slightly.greater teadency that the same type of adoles-
cent idbntified the good citizen as one who votes an& wlll contribute
to the affairs of his community.

Tablé 8 reveuls also that adolescents who experience little or no
political discussion in their homes tend to hold a "conforming" concept
of citizenship but where discussion is increased such an attitude dimin-
ishes. The only concept of citizenship which seemns not to be influenced
by the level of political discussion 1s that of "contributing." It
appears that it made little difference how much discussion of politics
the adolescent heard as 1ong as some discussion took place. Therefore,
it is seen that the discussion of politics in the home tends to make
the adolescent more efficacious and more cognizant of the importance
of participation in.community éctivities, voting, and politics. 1If
such 18 the case, it would be expected that parents who discuss such
topics with or around their children might very well be efficaclous

citizens who are involved in some sort of political activity.
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n political discussions take place in the home do boys and girls
reach‘different conclusions about the role of the good citizen. Earlier
it wé; noted that the sexes did not differ significantly in degree of -
poli%ical efficacy. This is not the case with regards to adolescent
concept of citizenship. In Table ? note that in homes where political
discussions had taken place boys and girls have been influenced to view
citizenship in & slightly different manner. Hore girls, it appears, are
influenced by informal talk to 2 more activist role than the bo;s. Boys
as a group tend to equate citizenship in a more heterogeneous way. lote
also, that an individual exposed to political discussions most frequently
has the more sophisticated concept of citizenship, this is participating.
Also these informal conversations of the family appear to cause the
adolescent to see citizenship practices differently for the sexes, i.e.,
role specialization. The data indicates that girls tend to see involve=-
ment in community activity as more an appropriate citizen role whereas
a larger proportion of boys lean more toward partisan political activity.

The date in Table 9 indicates that the informal political dis-
cugsions of the home can serve as a medium for parents to motivate
their children to accept an activist role as a citizen. Therefore the
orientation of the adult to the political system is an important item
in the political soclolization of the adolescent. Tioble 7 also indicates
that in some homes where politics are a discussion topic some students
are taught that the good citizen obeys the laws, peys his taxes, etc. =
a conforming concept of citizenship. The acceptances of a more sophisti-
cated concept of citizenship and thus seeing the role of the individual
as something more than conformance to a set of behavioral standards

may possibly result if enough reinforcement of the former is present.
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TablelO gives an indication that the maturing adolescent with a func-
tioniﬁg socialization agent, the home, will rmore likely see a contri-
buting-participation role for the citizen. The data indicates such a
thing tzkes place when you compare the dependent and independent variable
by maturity of the student, l.e., grade in school. There is & sigrnifi-
cant change in attitude between students of difrerent age or grade
classification.

Note also, that the homes where political discussion was a
frequent topic all ages of students had a more sophisticated concept
of citizenship than vhere it was an occasional topice. From these
results it appears that political participation increases in saliency
for the adolescent exposed to informal persuasion. This exposure is
probably most effective when it takes place over a long period of time
and frequently.

The above data compares only those who have been exposed to the
independent variable of discussion. Tablell allows us to contrast
differences between recipients of discussion and those vold of such
stimuli. Significant difference was found between such groups in the
oldest and youngest of this population. Recipients of the family
discusslon stirmlus tend to see citizenship on the contributing-
participation level. This propeansity for involvement is more true of
therapler student, youngest and oldest, frequently exposed to discussion.
Participation in politics was the least salient for students not hearing
politics discussed at home and the youngest students hearing the topic
occasionally discussed. As before, we see the total absence of discussion

of politics as a more retarding affect on the individuals_ affective
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development than the frequency of discussion. If some discussion of

the topic of politics takes place within earshot of the young it will

be a factor in assisiing the listzner in accepting a contributing or
participating role in the social and political system. All incidehts

of discussions are not supportive of such roles however. F¥rom the results
of the previous tables we have seen that there are individucls who nave
witnessed political discuesion, but see the role of the citizea in a
conforming context. The speakers in these incidents may have been negative
or opposed to participation and thus are inculcated 1n the young their
attitudes sbout such acts. For those who accept participation or con-
tribution without family discusslon it appears that either direct exper-
ience or peer group influence could heve been the stimulus. The direct
experience may take place in school situatlons or in cormunlty base
activities. The latter could include political campaigns.

Perception of Parents' Political Activity
By the Adolescents

To be influenced by another person one has to have some idea of
the behavior of that person or what it has been. It is the contertion
of this study that the adolescent who can correctly identify the politi-
cal affiliation and partisan political activity of his parents can be
considered to be more politically aware than one who cannot accomplish
such a task, Also the parent who conveys his political preferemce to
his children is performing an important task in the political sociali-
sation of the child. A parent who will not, or cannot, accomplish this
task leaves a gap in the citizenship training,.

To judge the accuracy of the awareness of the adolescent, the
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students were asked to record why they thought was true of two aspec:s

of the political behavior of their parents. The students identified the
political party they thought the parents preferred and then checked those
activities listed in the Campaign Activity Index they thought their
parents had performed in the most recent election. A questionnaire was
sent to the parents of each student and they in turn indicated their
prelfarence of politicasl party and type of politipal activities in which
they had participated during the most recent election. With this infor-
mation, it was possible to check the accuracy of the response of the stu~
dents and thus obtain another indicator of their political awareness.

Tables 12 and 13 must be.read in a certain way to see how accu-
rate the students were in their perception. The proportions shown in
each cell represent the pefcentage of the pareats who were identified

| by their children in three of the givén categories. Each colurm represents
the parents who identified themselves according to the same categories.
Therefore, the percentage of students who correctly identified mothers
and fathers true political behavior is given in the bracketrd cells on
the main diagonal. For example, in the first column of Table it is
found that 71.2 percent of the students correctly named the political
party preference of their fathers. In the Democratic column it‘is seen
that 18.2 percent mislabeled their fathers. Eleven and a half percent
of the fethers who were Democrats were identified as Independent by their
children.

In accordance with previous research, it is expected that the
students would recall the political party preference c¢f the family with
8 high degree of accuracy. Table 12 indicates that such is the case,
except where the parents consider themselves to be independ;nt of party
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label. Here fathers who considered themselves independent are misla=-
beled more often (50.0 percent) than those with a partisan preference.
fothers who classified themselves as independent were just as difficult
to label (L9.0 perceat). The table reveals that some students had a
difficuit tirne placing partisan preference of their parents in the
correct party. Republican fatliers are more accuratzly identified than
fathers who are Democrats. Democratic mothers are better identified
than fathers, with the opposite true of Republicans., Independency was
s definite stumbling block for the adolescents as more than half the
fathers who considered themselves indeéendent vere mislabeled. TFrom the
data, it appears that those who identified with one of the political
parties were easlily identified but the independent offers a problen for
the inexperienced ears of the adolescent.

The students were asked to report on the type of political ac-
tivity participated in by their parents. The n2xt table can be inter-
preted in the same nmanner as with Table 12. Table 13 can be used to
identify how many students correctly identified their parents! political
activity. For example, 2l.4 percent identified their fathers es apa-
thetic, which was correct according to the testimony of the fathers,

In the same column it may be noted that 6L.3 percent of the fathers had
voted without the knowledgce of their children while 1.3 percent had
voted and participated in one way in the campaign. The single act

could have been a financiel contributiion, work for a party candidate,
candidate for office, or as an officeholder. The data reveals that voters
were the easier to identify correctly and those parents who indicated
they had played a very active part in the moust recent political campaigns
were the most incorrectly ldentified. It is also noted that political
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contributions, ot;.her than voting by parents, is rmch less apparent to
their children than their political party przference.

Previously it was pointed out that homes where political events
were a topic of discussion the younger members of those famllies have
feelings and attitudes that are conducive to involvement in partisan
activity. In accordance with this one would hypothesize that the
same type of home would also be the place where ‘children have the
most information sbout the political activity of their parents. The
data reveals just such a situation and further indicates that fre-
quency of discussion increases .the prob.ability of an individuals
correct perception.

Note in Table 1l that the increase of discussion in the home
has increased the adolescents successful indentification of the
parents level of political activity. This is true for both sexes
with regards to mother, and when we compare only homes where dis-
cussion took place it was also true of boys for fathers. In all
cases we see that the ampﬁnt of such talk i3 releted with the ability
to correctly identify the pareats level oif involvement in political
affairs.

This sssociation i_a stronger in the case of the boys for both
parents, but only true for the girls and their mother. Edither boys - |
are more interested or are better or more willing listeners, This
ozplanafion does not go far enough for most of us, but from this
data we can see that frequency of discussion does influence some
adolescents' ability to perceive adult political behavior, However,
we note that a majority of the adolescents were wrong in their dis-
cription of mom and dad. Another factor that can influence the
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; TABLE 1L,
]
Aséociation of Home Discussion of Politics and the Adolescent's
/ Awareness of Parents Political Activity by Sex

!
/

/

/

Sex
Boys Girls
g:;::;:i:g Home Discussion of Politics
of Mother's
P, A, Freq. Occa. Never Total Freq. Occa. Never Total
COr’rec‘b h809 1709 0.0 27.5 3100 lhol 1607 21.5
Wrong 51.1 82.1 100.0 72.5 78.5 63.0 85.9 83.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 109.5 82,1 104.5 10L.8
No. of L7 8k 7 138 58 71 6 135
Cases
x€ = 17,391 P .00l C =335 . x2=5,524 P <.05 C = 198
L
Boys
Discussion of Politics

Correction

Perception

of Father's

Political ‘ .

Activity Freq. Occas. Total

Correct 40.14 21.7 28.5

Wrong 9.6 78.3 7L.5

Total 100.0 100.0 ‘100..0

No. of L7 83 130

Cases

x2 = 5.175 PC.05 G = 19




TABLE 15

Assocliation of Home Discussion of Politics and the Adolescents
Avareness of Parents Political Activity by Age

Age
17 Years 18 and Older

Discussion of Politics in Home

Correct

Perception of

Mother's

Political _

Activity _ Freq. Occas. Total Freq. Occas. Total
Correct h0.9 12 os 2303 37.5 13.2 22.6
Wrong 76,7  59.1  76.7 62.5 86.8  T7.4
Total © 117.6 7.6 100.0 100,090 100.0 100,0
No. of Craes hly 72 116 2L 38 62

x2 = 12,343 P<C.OOL C = .31  x2=,,986 P¢.05 C=.273
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adolescents perception is his maturity. Table 15 reveals that except
in the case of the youngster age group, 16 and under, correct perception
was assoclated with frequency of political discussion by age. XNote

also that this was found true folr Mother not Fatuer. |

Several reasons can be given for the degree of perception these
adolescents had of parental politicel behavior. First in importance
i4e that in some homes there exists a lack of commnication on such
subjects between the generations. Such situations can be the result
of parents showing little concern about politics to the chiid with the
result of little or no discussion of such topics. It is also possible
that soms parents intentionally withhold such information from their
children. With party identification, the mislabeling could be because
of the nature of the 1964 national campaign. This campaipgn caused many
adults who considered themselves to be politically independent to line
1zp with a political party and express their opinion so as to be heard
by the fadly.

It is also suggested that in the modern world of loosening family
ties, the communication between generations 1s such that the activities
of the older generation, especlally thise performed outside the home,
are not obvious to the younger members of the family. For example, if
a father or a mother votes, it is easier for the family to have some
knowledge of this act than any other partisan act the parent could per-
form. Parents, particularly fathers, who are outside the home a great
'dea.l of the time, could be actively involved %n partisan activities
without the children having any knowledge of it. A monetary contribu-
tion given at the office, for exarple, could easily be unknown to the
younger members of the family. It is possible then, given these
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circuns‘l; ces, that an adolescent would misjudge the political identi-
ficat.iorfl and intensity of particiaption of their parents. The impor-
tance of the family in the political socialization of the young has

not be;en played down by this data. However, one must be impressed by
the informal, iﬁdirect and at times unconscious manner the process 1s
executed. As a result of the above we have a better understanding of
how parents do or do not transfer their partisanship and political

behavior to their children. Ve hév,e also observed now such transfers

are at times incomplete and misperceived.

The Activity Prone Adolescent and the Feeling
of Political Efficacy

In saccordance with previous research by Erbe22 it was hypothesized

that adolescents who exhibited a high degree of particiaption in
" extra=curricular activities at school and in community affairs would

exhitit a greater degree of political efficacy than studeats who did
not particiepte in such activities., It was also hypothesized that those
adolescents who had engaged in partisan political activity would express
a greater degree of political efficacy than students who had not had
such experience. Tha data presented in this section reveals that the
null hypothesis of no reletionship ia each of the above cases can be
rejected and it can be roncluded that the sctivity prone students are
those who generally hare a medium or high degree of political efficacy.

The data on the extra=-curricular activity in the school will first

be considered. It was found that the efficacy of the student was not

22prbe, William, "Social Involvement and Political Activity: A
Replication and Elaboration," American Sociological Review, XXIX (april,
©_964), 198-215.
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associated 7‘1th any characteristics of the school program other than extra-
curricular "!ac‘bivities. The feeling of political efficacy did not in-
crease as expected when the student increased his exposure to the school
in genera{, as measured by length of time in school, or to the social |
studies curriculum in particular. Seniors, or those who had taken more
than the required courses in social studies, were no more or less effi-
"eacious than the under-classnen or students who avoided the elective
subjects of the social studies. However, in Table 16 the opposite is
found to be true. The table reveals that students who were very active,
active, or moderately so in extra-curricular affairs generally cended to
have a higher degree of efficacy than students whé were involved in none
of the extra-curricular activities. Such students were members

of two or more organizations and were officers in one or more such ac-
tivities. It should be noted that those students who were involved in
music or athletics only, were also gencrally more efficacious than those
who were not involved in the extia-curriculsr program of the school.

It is also worthy of note that students who indicated they were "members
only" of various groups were, 838 & group, only slightly more efficacious
than those who abstained completely. None of the activities that were
mentioned by the studenis as organizations in which they participated
were politiical in origin or orientation. Therefore, it can be said that
suc organizations do not contribute in a formal way to the development of
political Leliefs by these adolescents. Rather this seems to suggest that
the extra-curricular -pﬁpm of the achool serves as a means by which
youngsters exhibit and practice the skills of leadership and membership
in small groups.




TABLE 16

Association of Student Participation in School
Extra-Curricular Activities and His Feeling
of Political Efficacy
(in percentages)

!
i

Feeling of . Extre-Curricular Activity

Political Very Moderately Hember ..Athlete

Efficacy Active ‘Active Active Only Music None Total

Ikew O . 0.0 3.4 6.9 3.7 6.3 11.6 7.2
1l .7 7.9 - 12.9 3.4 .1 19.6 15.3
2 20.6  22.5 25.7  39.0 8.1 26.2  26.8
3 39.7 h3.8 34.7 32.9 37.5 30.2 3L.6

High b 25.0 22,5 1.8 11.0 .1 120y 16.1

Total 100.0 100.1 100.C0 100.0 100.1 100.0 100.0

No. of cases 58 89 o 82 6y 275 679

x% = L1,.088 P (.01 C= .2u5

It appears that there is a selection process whereby students who
feel welcome in the school environnment find in the e:~ra-curricular
program a means by which they can emulate parental patterns and exercise
their outgoing natufe. Both these desires are the achievement of the
home enviro';mnent. It is the contention of this study that thé school
extra-curricular program in which a minority of the students participate
actively, 1& a trainine ground for the adolescent who has the expecta-
tion of helug a commnity affairs leader some time in the future, In
this context the school voluntary organizations can be seen as the coun-
terpart of the community organizatlons where it has been found in & nun~

ber of studies that persons who tend to belong to such voluntary groups
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are nore likely to participate in politics. Erbe ,23 for example, found
that adult political participation was highly associated with organiza-
tional involvement of the person. Therefore, it can be argued that the
extra-curricular programs of the school are contributix;:g;in an informal
way to the poiitical socialization of some of the students. First, it
enabled some to practice leadership and organizational skills necessary
in a community or-anization and in political activity. Second, it en-
sbled some to realize their poteatisl as leaders and allowed others to
experience the feeling of accomplishment in a task well done. Thls lat-
ter item would be paramount in the development of a feeling of personal
efficacy. Third, these activities have served as a societal reinforce-
ment of a Lehavior pattern which began in the family. As a result of
the reinforcouments, the satisfaction gained in the school experience
may project the mdolescent into community orgamizations.

Approximately the same relationship was found between adolescents
and their involvement in community affairs, Table 17 indicates that
those teenagers who were participating to some degree.were more effica-
cious than those who were not involved. The most efficacious groups
were the very active and active. The .degree of group difference that
exists between the "aember only"™ and students who were ndt involved is
very slight. This table indicates that many of the efficacious students

of the high school have already involved themselves in some voluntary

231pad.
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TABLE 17

Association of Student Participation in Commuaity Affairs
and Feeling of Political Efficacy of the Adolescent
(in perceatages)

Feeling of Student Participation

Political Very Moderately Ilermber

Efficacy Active Active Active Only None Total

Low 0 5.0 7.5 6.2 k.0 8.7 7.2
B 9.1 7.5 12.3 .7 18.8  15.3
2 21.5 15.0 21.5 32.0 29.6 26.8
3 43.0 h2.5 LL.6 30.7 30.2 3k.6

High L - _21.5 27.5 15.k 18.7 12,7 _16.1

Total 100.1 100.9 100.0 100.1 100.9 100.0

No. of Cases 121 hWo 65 15 318 619

x° = 33.199 P & .01 C = .216

organization in the cormunity. What Iﬁ'bez‘ has verified for the adults
with regard to participation seems to be true also of adolescents. The
adult pattern of the ™joiner" has been established somewhat during ado~
lescence.

The last cemmunity involvement to be considered is the participation
of the adolescent in political activity. As was expected, involvement
was’ agsociated with the feeling of rolitical efficacy of the individual.
Table 18 shows that adolescents who had a high degree of political

efficecy generally had been more involved in political activity than

Arp1a,
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TABLE 18

¢ Assoclation of the Degree of Political Activity of the
Student and His Feeling of Political Zfficacy
(in percentages)

Feellag of Students' Political Activity

Political Spectators
Efficacy Active 1 2 Apathetic Total
Low O Jel 7.9 7.1 10.8 7.2
1l 13.7 . 13.2 13.9 20.8 15.3
2 20,6  18.4 30.6 28, 26.8
3 Lk.3 39.5 32.1 29.1 3L.6
High 4 -18.3 311 16.4 10.8 _16.1
Total 100.0 100.1 100.1 9%9.9 100.0
No. of Cases 131 76 32k 8 679
x? = 25,613 P < .05 C =.191

 students who did not feel such activity accomplished much. However,

it may be noted that some of the studeats in the medium range, i.e.,
scale score 2 and }, did have a minimal involvement in the recent politi-
cal campaigns. But the heavy contributors t» politicel compaigns, i.e.,
the Mactive™ or "spectator 1," were generally the most efficacious group
of adolescents. But it should also be noted that there are individuals
of low efficacy who were heavy contri utors. It could be that such ado-
lescents were dragged in by the zealous parents, a politically active
frieﬁd, or an attractive political caondidate. It is also reasonable

to consider this iower degree of efficacy as a product of this early
political involvement. It is very possible that the young initiate

could be further alientated from political activity with a disillusioning
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first experience.

Attention i1s drawn to the fact that there wvas a large number of
students who had a medium or high degree of efficacy, but who were not
involved in any community activity. Several reasons for this seem per-
tinent heré. First, many students have part-time jobs, some ol which
occur during the pericds of activity by comunity groups. Second, the
most efficacious of their group could be spo occupied by the school act-
ivities that there is not time to participate elsewhere. A third reason
may be that there is simply a lack of epportunity to participate. This
lack of opportunity could be elther that there are no youth organizations
functioning, that mauy organizations do not try to recruit teenagers,
or that the adolescent does not have parental example or assistance to

get him into community affairs.

Community Involvement and Adolescent Concept
of Citizenship

One more activity which appears to have contributed to the concept
of citizenship by these young people is the degree of personal involve-
ment they have had in the voluntary crganizations ¢f their community.
The data in Tsble 19 revsal that individuals who were organization
leaders in such groups were the most likely to see the duty of a good
citizen as one of vot:lng_ and community involvement.

The more active ones had the least tendency to claim the good
cltizea conforms only to the behavior standards of the society. This
increased involvemsat in community affairs has increased the importance

‘of such activity in the eyes of these students. However, except in the
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TABLE 19

' Assoclation Between the Community Involvenent of the
Adolescent and His Concept of the Good Citizen
(in percentages)

Degree of Comnunity Involvenent

Concept of Very More

Citizenship Active Active Active Member None Towal
Conforming 19,0 30.0 32,3 347 38.L4 33.
Contr~ibuting 61.2 52.5 L9.2 LL.0 37.6 L8
Partisipating 15.7  15.0 15.4 18.7 10,1 12.8
No. Response  _ L.l 2.5 3.1 2.7 4.0 9¢3
Total 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.1 100,00
No. of Ca_.s;ss- 121 L0 65 75 378 679

x? = 149.37 P<.00L C = .260

case of the "member only," increased involvement has not increased the
1mpor£ance of political participation in the consciousness of the st.ti-
dents. Apparently the tasks the members perform in these organizations
do not cause the adolescent to see the importance of political partici-
pation. However, it has been established that the members of civic
voluatary organizations generally see political participation as a part
of good citizenship more readily than noa-participants.

The adolescents who have had such experiences in the community have
developed a more sophisticated concept of citlizenship than those who
havo not endoyad' such experiences. The opportunity co participate has
registered an influence on the individual's concapt of the good citizen.
The adolescents whc have had these axperiences will be expected to
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involve themselves in some conummity organization in the ‘'uture. They
may alsé be an influence on others of their age group.

To discover the impetus for the involvemeunt the above association
was Inveatigated to see if some third dimensions could be seen as |
influvencing the results. Earlier we found that students who were
exposed to political discussion at home had a more sophisticated vision
of citizenship and were more aware of the political activities of their
parents., Is the same true with regards to other comrmunity activities?
Teble 20 indicates that this 1s true for some adolesceants. Concept of
citigenship and direct involvement in commnity activities was found to
be assoclated when political discussion in the home has been observed
by the young. Note in Table 20 as was expected the "active™ and "very

“active™ student shifts more readily to a contributing-participating
citiunship with the exception of the "very active" group. Again, as
before, we observe that the increase in frequency of discussion is
usécil.ted with increasse of involvement aud the contributing-partici-
pation concept of citizenship.

One coMty activity which was not réhted to the student's
concept of the good citizen is the involvement of the individual
in political activities. This activity, or the absence of it, was
not found to be associated with the student's concept of citizen-
ship. This is a puszling result as one would expect that a high degree
~ of involvement certainly should have caused the adolescent to identify

such activity \ri.th good ci&izenship, but this was not the case.




TABLE 20

Asscciation of Students Involvement in Community Activi‘y and
Concept of Citizenship by Discussion of Politics in the Home

ﬂ

Discussion of Politics in the Hom:

Trogquently Students Community Ac tivityf_‘ccasionall]

Concept of Very Very

Citizenship Activa Act, . Mod, . None Total “-Active Act. Mod. None Total
Conforming 1. 38.0 1m.9 1W,.3 15.8 24.2 L7.0 26.1 Ls5.3 38.3 Ll1.9
Contribution 2 b9 59.5 6l.9 63.2 56,0 L40.9 66,7 L3 4O L5.8
Participation 3 12,7 _28.6 _23.8 _21.1 _19.8 12.1 7.2 11l.3 21,3 _12.2

Total 100.1 100.0 1100.0 100.1 .100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 99.9

No. of Cases 19 L2 L2 19 182 215 69 53 U7 38)

x2 = 16,265 P<.05  C =.286 x? « 18.339 P<,01 Cw=.213
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learning Politlcal Behavior

This study has demonstirated that the family is the key pacesetter
in the political socialization of the individual. In this, it has
not differed greatly with earlier studies of family role in political
soclalization. 'Accomplish'nent to be noted here is the informatior
gained about how the young citizen is assisted by his family in
learning about political behavior. We have observed that adolescents
learn politically relevant beliefs, ~attitudes, social values and
soclal skills in a less direct, deliberate way than was once believed.
Their attitudes sbout political participation, politics and citizen=-
ship are more associated with their families than any other agent of
soclalization. It can be noted that the learning of attitudes con-
ducive to active participation in the political system was accorplished
not so much by deliberate 1ndoct‘r1nation or conscious and rational
means. Nevertheleas, it is in the home eavironment that the political
activists and spathetics have been molded. In effect the child is
pre-cued in his home to a certain perception of the political community.
The family accomplished this task through deliberate and non-delib-
erate teaching. The children can also learn from their home environ-
ment through observation of acult behavior, overheard conversation,
parental discussion of news, television broadcasts, political exper-
iences of the adults end their expressed political preferences. It
is possible that in some homes the parents carry out a deliberate
political education program to socialize the child to an issue or a
party., This would be especially true of the upper middle class and

professional people, but it is believed this is true of only a few.
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This study gives little indication that the school wos essociated
with the awareness and attitudss of the studenﬁs. It wzs apparent that
the school curricular and extra-curricular program did serve to provide
the students with participation and exneriences that were related to
their concept of the good citizen. Students who considsred it the
duty of the good citlzen to vote, particirate in politics and commnity
activity were the most actively involved in the extra-curricular
programe The same was true of seniors and students who elected social
studies courses. Overall the school experiences of the students appear
t0 reinforce the students' acceptance of the obligation of voting and
participation in politics,

It is also important to recognizse that the least aware and the
most apathetic students were the ones who generally avolided the social
atudies classroom and extra-curriculaf Programs.

It appears that the overall characteristic of the community had
more influence on the awareness and attitude of these adolescents than
the school. The general character +tics of the city depict a type of
atmosphere conducive to political awareness and participation. The
political and social system of the community was such that it promoted
a good degree of periicipation by the citizens. It is important to
realize, however, that the influence of this environment could have
been contingent on the amount of exposure the teenagers had to the
community. The length of the fanily residence and the direct ex-
perience of the adolescent, particularly politicel participation, were
all important in ‘etermining the commnity influence. It can be said
that increased exposure to the community such as Yowa City allowed the

via

adolescent to learn from observation and direct participation the know-~
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ledge, skills and attitudes needed for an active role in a democratic
system. These experiences gllowed the students to develop a more sophis-
ticated concept of citizenship and caused them to recognize the impore
vance of politiecal participation in campaigns and elections. The direct
exc-=riences seein to supercede the accomplishments of the more formal
means of the classroom.

From this it appears that the process of pgltical sociahzgtion of
the individual can be visualized as two giant funnels that are placed
narrow end to narrow end. The adolescent can be said tc stand in this
spertures, One funnel stands for the home and its opposite would symbo=-
lize the abi}ity of the individual to perceive the world beyind the homs
environment. The size, the length, and breadth of the latter funnel
is directly proportional to the size and condition of the funnel repre-
senting the hone. 1In this fashion i§ seen that the intensity and
variety of political experiences the young have in their home determine
their ability to percelve and lnternalize the various messages and
stimull received from the school, community, p=ers, teachers, the mass
madia, political cvents, and public personalities. The family will ori-
ent the adolescent to certain perceptions and attitudes which cause him
to observe, participate, or avoid the formal and imformal instructions
of the other environments. What the individual chooses to do in these
other environments will reinforce the perceptions and attitudes he had
learned from his earlier experiences in the home.

Therefore, the political socialization process is a conserving

systen which does not drastically alter political behavior, beliefs or
attitudec of the adole..2at. VWhen change or cynicism does cecur, it is

El{llC probably the result of direct, parposeful experiences.
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Implications of the Study

The American adolescent accepis voting as the most important means
ofebr.nging about political and social change. !le also expresses an
unexpected belief in the value of participation in campaigns and elec~
tions. Such attitudes may be a factor in the development of cynicism
in adults when not followed by actual direct experiences.

These indications of an acceptance of voting and political éar-
ticiaption by the adolescent suggests that the apathy of young edults
toward such activity may be the result of pust-high school experiences
rather than in adolescence.

The alleviation of political apathy .n children from the politi-
cally inert home should be the first order of business for the American
schools in teaching citizenship. The community comprehensive high school
could be the most effective environmert for such a task rather than the
socially, racially, economlically segregated institutions.

The instances of active interest in political affairs resulting fom
direct experience, presents a challenge to teachers to expoce their
students in a much greater degree to political and governmental activities.

It was learned from this study that the adolescent hzd motivational
attitudes and experiences which indicated that there i1s an untapped res-
ervoit of campaign assistance in the teenage group. Poltical parties
would do well to encourage the early participation of these youngsters
to the affairs of the party.

Analysis of public issues is a necessary skill for a citizen of
a democracy. The implications of this study were that the school anviron-

ment had falled to effect a change in the awareness of contemporary po-
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1litical issues of the student. The proper role of public issues and
appropriate means of introduction of this conateat into the curriculum
deserves the attention of schocl faculties.,

The effect:_tveness of direct experience in commnity affaiers in
general and politics in particulse ian producing favorable opinions on
the duty of a good citizen shoull be recognized and acted upon by the
schools. Principals and teachers should encourage this participation
with word end deed by considering wvarious means through which the stu~
dents can be introduced to participation in the political environment
of the commnity.

The findings of this study agrred with previous research of the
influence of famlly and commnity environments on the political
socialization of the individuals, VWith regards to the acceptance of
political participation, these environments are most effective when the
adolescent was allowed to observe or participate directly in the poli=-
tical environnent and comunity affairs,




