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ABSTRACT

A study was made of differential perception and
definition of race in the distinct cultures of Brazil, the U.S.A.,
and the North American Indian; and in two subcultural regions: the
Intermountain West and the Pacific Coast. The data, except for
Brazil, were gathered in a university context. The Brazil sample was
118; U.S.A, 136; and, for the North American Indian, 49. One
instrument used to measure Interracial Sensitivity was of the
projective, Thematic Apperception Test design. The other instrument
measured Racial Definition. To prevent sensitizing the subject, the
second instrument was always given after the first. There was no
measurable difference found in both the perception and definition of
race in different cultures and subcultures. Racial sensitivity was
found to be not scalable. There were no significant effects
associated with urbanization which had been thought to sharpen racial
sensitivity and consciousness. This study suggests the emergence of
som2 socially significant new trends in patterns of racial response.
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document. ] (JHM)
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The research projost reported here grew oub of work done in
Brazil on interracial marriage. 4 land of contrasts, Brazil
nouses many suvicullures, 4 runher of cindics heve pointed up the
differont definition and percuanticn of race in the soveral re-
gions having narkedly differcnt charzcteristics in psopiuleation den-
sity. urbanizatien. iadustrislizafion, and demsity of lmmigratlon.

3 !
1 parkz, Pisrson”, wagley4, ﬂzevedoss, and Staley6 nave ine

Fryre,
dicated the rich voasbrlary of race with endearing words like
"men nesre.” fliattering terms like "morens,™ color-bdlind expres-
sions iike'Branco de Bahia': the "white of Salvedor" that are
rot s¢ white by the sbaandards of = Paulists or a citizen of the
southern tomm of Flerianopolis where many blacks speak German.
Thz Brazillianm diversity in nerzeiving and de¢fining race

finds its counterpart in the variation of legal definitlions em-
ployed in the verious stete statutes in North America. Definie
{ions range from "one 4drop of blood", one~-sixteenth, ons-eighth,
one-quarter. to one»half.7 Sccial definitions basically follow

a phenotypic characrorization that permits oomsiderable passing
8

each Year.

The present paper attempts to measure differential percep-
tion and definition of vace in three different cultures (Braszile
ian. United States, and American Indian), and in two subeultural
regionz (the Intermountain Weet and the Pacific Coast). Data is
being sathered on the Chinese {Formosans) and Iranians, but thess
will not be included in this report.



In the atteunt to reisbe cultural background as a set of
glasses throughnﬁhich reality ig percsived and cones to ba sub-
jectively defined to the notion of race. the following hypotheses
sre formuleited:

i. There is a neasurable difference in both the percepliocn
and definition of race in different cultures and subculituress

2. There arz different levels of Intsrracsial Sensitivity,
and these levels can be scaled and measured;

3. That urbasnizaticn sharpesns racisl sensitivity and

heightens racial conscliousness;

llethodological Prossdure

The data for the ressarch, except for the Brazilian sche-
dules, were gathered in a univergity contezxt. The sample for
Brezil was 118; the United States, 136; and for the North Ameri~
can Indion, 49. ihile acculturetion may tend to flatten out
differences betwsen. the second aud third groups, the selestion of
freshmen students lessgned this effect. On the other hand it perw-
nitted a design that controlled important variables of age, rellig-
jon. educational level. and to narrow class variation. (Table 1)

The instrument developed to measure Interracial Sensitivity
followed the design ef the Thematic Apperception Test. which is a
projective techniqueog For it, ten photos wore selected from the
Machete morgue {Brazil's counterpart to Life magazine}, reflect-

ing the scaling assumptions c¢ocntzained in Boge.rdus"l'oSooial Dis=-
tance Scale and Myrdal*stl Rank Order of Discrimination, Bach

photo contains en interracial component; but as one moves from
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the first %o the tenth. She relations betwsen the racez bscome
more personal and more intimats., It begins with a zchool room
contalning children of white and black racial characteristics

and moves gradually towaré:an intervracial marriage. Witrout
reference to the purpeogg of the study, the pergorn interviswasd was
sinmply asked t¢c tall %hat first came to hiz mind on viewing the
pic?nreo He was given one mimute to ezpress his musings. Only
six.of the items were considered scalable t?

The second instrument was the Raclal Definitiocn Test. Cone
sisting of a color photograph of thirtsen championship sccecer
players who scan the gemut of racial intermixture, this measur-
ing device simply required tha intervicwee te indicate whether
the individual player was Negro. nmulatto, or white, the official
census classification in Brezil. Thess choioes were scored:
Negro, 1; Muietbte, 23 .nd White, 3. Therefore, a higher scoroe
indicated less heiphted recognition of racial difSerence., since
it was administerad to whites primazily.

Te pravent sensitizing the subject, the sgcond instrument
w48 alweys aiministered after the Racial Sensitivity Test., On
the form for recording, no clue was glven om the intent of the

\'\
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Eindings
Directly counter to the findings of an earlier unpublished

study made in 1960 where sharply different levels of racial ver-
ception and definition were indicated between North American
and Brazilien people, all three hypotheses were rejected at the

+«0S level in 2 variance analysis.



Findings (contimed)

The nmarked neasuravle difference in both the perception
and definition of race that was highly expected did not appesar,
as Tabie 2 indicabss,

The second hypothesis.that racial sen3ditivity can be
scaled, was nobt supporited by the data desplte countexr evidence
for the I.R.3, instrument as it wes used in the Braszilian
study.6 Even after four of the items had been removed to in-
oreasa the scalability, the index fell below .34,

With the urban nean at a score of 24 and the rural mean
of 23 for both the United States and North smerican Indien
samples, the difference did not prove significant. Hypothesis
three was not supported by the data- The Brezilian sample was

from an urban population,

Digcussion
This study opsns the possibility that some socially signif-

jcant new trends in patterns cf racial response have ocsurred,
Perhaps the social impact of the last decade on racial sensli-
tivity and definition has besn zerlously felt, at least by the
most responsive aze group in the population--namely, that of
freshmen c¢ollege students.

There was some evidence of high racial value fluctuation
in the patterns of response to the Racial Sensitivity Test.
Not infreguently there was an early expected response and then
an obvicus sudden dawning of the interview intent. resulting in
a withholding of sensitivity responses.



Also, the highly chnrged astionel opluion clizete may
have its residue ¢f effest in razpouniing to the insiruvments,

Thers wae clear svidesrce of newvrowing differences between
urban and rural respouse. bebtweass culbural and subeunltural
groups, and hetween regions in the United Stalegs. This is not
inconsistent with Sthe vlurring ofdifferences widely reported
in urben~rurel trend studies.

There is the possivill that the ammnle used nay have
geen reglonal and aational fifferences Hlurrved by The honegen=
e8lty of religlous values touching racial igsues which have
been highly sensitized by naticnal ijssues., If thie iz so, then
it representiz an ianteresting riwacnsnhon for rsassesging the
weight of the religious facter in raclial attitude shaping.

If the basic fiundings arelirm, then serious attention of
furthey stndiaé;n changing racial patterns of response is
indicated, so that thers nay by an updating of community
response to social reality.



.aéao

SOURCES CONSULTEDR

1Freyre, Gilberto. The iastere and the Slaves: Trans-
lated by Samuel Putnan, New York, 1946,

s Sobredos e Mucembos: 2nd ed., Rio de

Janeiro, 19 51 .

2park, Robert ., "The HenZality of the Racial Hybrids.":
American Journal ¢ sociology: January, 1931, pp. 534-551.

'3Pierson. Do 4, 2 6ss Alm&s: A Brazilian Village:
Washinaton, D. €. J51.

L’lviagle;a, or 28, Race gnd Cless in Rural Brazil: Peris,
1952.

and Marvin Harris. Minoridties in the New
Wworld:~ Six CaSe otndies: New York, 1958,

5Azevodos, Thaies de. "Um Aspecto da HMesticagem na Bahia,"®
Revista do0 Arquivo Mumicipel, 194%5. vp. 45-47.

68taley, Jehm S.; Racial ilemocracy in Brazil: A Soclologi-
cal égggﬁégs of Ncggg Wiite Intermarrisge in DBrazilian Culture:
ugggblls ed Aoctoral dissertation; University of Pittsoburgh,
1 °

7Lynn, Anrella, Interracial Harriage jin Washington, D.C.:

unpubl ished doctoral dissertation, Catholic University of Ameri-
ca, Washingbon, DeCog 19“1.

svander Zanden, James W., American lirority Relations:
Ronald, New York, 1966,

9Sherwood, Edward T., "On the Designing of T.A.T. Plctures,
with Skecial Reference to & Set for an African Psople Assimilat-

ing VWestern Culture": Jour of Socliel Psychology, Hay, 1957,
pp. 161190

1°Bo gardus, Emory, "A Social Distance Scale,” Soclology and
Social Research: 1933, pp. 265-271.

lyyrdal, Gunnar, An_American Dilemma: The Negro Problem
and Modern Democracy. 2 Vols.: New York, 194k,

125310y, HMatilda W., "The Nature of Guttman Scaling", Sooio-
logical Research, Vol.l. A Case Approach: larcourt, Brace and
wbr%d, New York, 1963, pp. 469-5499,

“John S, Staley is Professor of Soclology &t Brigham Young
University, Provo, Utah. Prior, he was Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Sociclogy, St. Vincent College, Latrobs, Pa.


http:HegrOfr.WJHl.te

