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ABSTRACT
A program, Individualized Prescribed Instruction

(IPI) , designed to permit the individualization of elementary readingis described. The program is divided into four stages: prereading,
decoding, transition, and skills development and application. The
reading curriculum has been de\eloped by sequencing the specific
reading skills that need to be mastered by each youngster. The skills
are divided into units and levels of work. The first three stages ofthe reading program are built around programed texts developed by a
commercial publisher. This material is supplemented by special
worksheets and record-like discs which are prepared by the research
and development center at the University of Pittsburgh. Stage one
emphasizes reading readiness and prereading activities. The objectiveof the decoding stage is to have children translate printed symbols
into meaningful sounds. During the transition stage, children move
from the programed readers to materials with a traditional format.
Skills development and application Suring directed reading activities
are emphasized in stage four. Charts, diagrams, and sample materials
are included. (WB)
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IPI READING

IPI reading is designed to permit the individualization
of elementary reading. The reading curriculum has been
developed by sequencing the specific reading skills that
need to be mastered by each youngster. The skills are
divided into units and levels of work much the same as
in the mathematics continuum. The first three stages of
the reading program are built around programmed texts
developed by a commercial publisher. This material is
supplemented by special worksheets and record-like discs
which are prepared by the R & D center at the University
of Pittsburgh. The fourth stage of the program, skills
maintenance and application, uses both center and
commercially prepared materials.

Developmental efforts are the responsibility of the
Learning Research and Development Center (LRDC) at the
University of Pittsburgh. Research for Better Schools,
Inc. (RBS) is responsible for field testing, field
development and dissemination.

This reading packet has been prepared to provide you with
(I) an overview of IPI Reading, and (2) a sample of the
materials that are used in IPI Reading. The Table of
Contents on the next page will allow you to direct your
attention to those stages that are of special interest to
you.

PriTared by:

Joseph J. DeRenzis, Coordinator
Language Arts Development. January, 1970.
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AN OVERVIEW OF IPI READING

IPI Reading is designed around a carefully constructed set of objectives

which are correlated with diagnostic instruments. Through daily diagnosis

and evaluation, a child can be guided through the continuum of skills that

he needs to acquire to become a fully comprehending reader. This is accom-

plished in four stages which are diagrammed below.

STAGE I

Prereading

STAGE II

DEcoding

STAGE III STAGE IV

Transition I Skills Development
and Application

STAGE I: PREREADING

In this stage children are paced through reading readiness and prereading

activities respectively. A ccmmercially prepared programmed reading series is

used in this stage. The sequence of materials is as follows:

Reading

Readiness

I

Readiness

----..

lION

----I
The

Prereader

Mit

STAGE II
41110.
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STAGE LI: DECODING

The objective of this stage of the reading program is to have children tran-

slate printed symbols into meaningful sounds. The materials that are used

in this stage include commercially prepared programmed readers, discbooks

and non commercially prepared story booklets.

The diagram below illustrates the sequence of materials and activities for

any given programmed reader:

Programmed

Reader Unit Tests

and (Written)

Discbook

Unit Tests

(Oral)

New Programmed

Reader
End-of-Book-Test

and

---

.\ Additional

Individual ---.
Programmed 1 f Peer

Tutoring Reader and Group
Discbook Discussion

.//
Activities

Discbook

STAGE III: TRANSITION

The emphasis during this stage is to wean children from the programmed reading

format to the reading format that is typical of our culture; i.e., the format

of newspapers, periodicals, novels, magazines, etc. The materials that are

used in this stage are the same as those used in STAGE :I: programmed rea-

ders, discbooks, and story booklets.

The sequence of materials and activities is the same as that which is diagrammed

for STAGE iI above.
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SIAGi IV: SKILLS DEVELOPMENf AND APPLICATION

The maintenance, reinforcement and improvement of skills is concentrated

in those areas which are listed in the chart below. The units are listed

down the left side while the levels of proficiency are listed across the

top. The numeral at the intersection of each unit and level represents

the number of skills that comprise that particular unit.

1969 - 1970 IPI READING SKILLS CONTINUUM
iimi=.

ELS
SKILLS A* * ,

. K
OTALS
E - K

Visual Discrimination 12 X 12

Auditory Discrimination 6 2 X 8

Structural Analysis X X 4 7 5 6 4 4 3 G. 4 30

Jocabulary Development X 4 4 4 3

3

2

3 4

MI
3 3

2

4

2

3

15

23Literal Comprehension 5 4 4 3

Interpretive Comprehension 5 8 5 5 5 4 5 5 4 4 3 30

Evaluative Comprehension 2 3 4 2 2 3 4 3 4 4 24

Library Skills 3 2 3 2 2 3 4 4 4 2 X 19

Reference Skills X 4 1 3 7 5 5 2 4 3 2 28

Organizational Skills X X X X X 4 3 2 2 4 3 18

Related Reading 6 3 1 X
I

, 10

TOTALS 27 30 31 25 26 27 21 187

* This portion of the skills continuum is an integral part of the first

three stages of IPI Reading.

The sequence of materials for this stage is diagrammed below:

PLACEMENT TEST-111* PRE TEST-----010READING SKILL SHEETS

sample skills

one level

all skills

POST TEST

one skill

one level

CET

all skills cara.... one skill

one level one level

3.



The second part of this stage, the application of the skills, is implemented
throusa direcLed rending activities in a large group setting. The reading
selections are paperback books which are keyed to the skills continuum. The
selections vary from simple picture stories through lengthy novels. Selections
are classified according to level (E-K) and according to category. Each
teacher has a large loose-leaf notebook containing lesson plans for each
selection. The plans include statements of objectives, needed materials,
suggested assignment and evaluation questions. The plans are deliberately
open-ended to permit teacher judgement and flexibility in teaching the
lesson.

Below is a chart of this portion of STAGE IV.

LEVELS
CATEGORIES E F G H I

Fun and Fantasy X X X X A.

Everyday Friends

Biography

Science Fiction

Mystery and Suspense

Animals

Content X X X

Poetry X X

Making and Doing X X X X X

Adventure X X X X X

4.



STAGE I: PREREADING Description and Sample Materials

There are two components to this stage: (1) Reading Readiness and (2)
Prereading. Each child receives his own book when he gets to Prereading.
Below, on the left is a sample from the Teacher's Guide for Reading Readiness.
On the right side there is a sample from the child's Prereader with accom-
panying sample text from the Teacher's Guide for the Prereader.

Toachor'!_nox

(Point to the letter .41 on the
alphabet chart.) The name of this
letter is a. It is the first letter
of the alphabet.

(Point again to the letter on the
alphabet chart.) What is the nem,
of this letter?

In a the first letter of the alphabet?

What la the name of the first letter
of the alphabet?

Vary good. Who can coma up here and
point to the letter a?

Mold your teacher card for small
letter a under the letter on the
lphsber chart.)

Dona the letter on the card that I
em holding look just the same os the
first letter of the alphabet?

So wo know that the latter on the
card is the letter a.

(oint to the letter a on the
elphabot chart.) IthoT is the
unmn of this letter?

(Hold up the card with the letter
on it.) In thin the letter a?

Student Responses

yea

a

(Iltudent points to
the letter a on the
alphabet chart.)

yes

yes

Page 47' Writing the Wention Am I a man?

Now look at your took. What do you
nee in the picture at the top of the
page?

a man

Thu man in coking ua a question. The
question he's asking is on the top line.
Who can read the question?

has I a man?

What do wo put at the end of a quos-
tion--a period or a question mark? a question mark

La there a question mark at the and of
thie question?

yes

I want you to write the question hm I
a man on each line of this page. -girl.
you i;tite the word km with a Capital
latter/

Will you put a quention mark at the end
of each question?

Ail tlqhc. Siert new And write the
quesiten an 1 a MAn on every line of
thie page.

(When the atudento have finished, tell
them to tuon the pogo.)

Yea

yes

(Niudente complete
page whilo teacher
oheorves their work
and emulate thrum
who need help.)

411

rn

1

f* i 1

iiilliC11112m.A

11111011...

MMIMWOMONONIMMWOOMW.O.W

.=4.101 ---
47
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STAGE II: DECODING - Description and Sample Materials

The objective of this stage of the reading program is to have children tran-

slate printed symbols into meaningful sounds. The materials that are used
in this stage include programmed readers, discbooks and non commercially

prepared story booklets.

The lesson for each programmed reader and discbook can be found in the

Sequence of Materials for Programmed Reading which is located at the

beginning of each discbook and is labeled Prescription. The sample below
is from one of our discbooks.

BOOK -4- PRESCRIPT/ON

ints Score Comments
UNIT 1

1 Disc 4-1-A

(27)
1

Workbook pages 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
13, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 26, 29, 30,
33, 34

2 Disc 4-1-8

(CET 1) Unit Test

3 Oral Tee: 4-1 .

4

5

(28)

*Disc 4-1-C

*Disc 4'-1 -D

*Workbook pesos 1, 2, 5, 11, 12, 14,
16, 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 32,

15,
35

UNIT 2

6 Disc 4-2-A

7 Disc 4-2-B

(29) Workbook pages 37, 38, 39, 42, 43,
44, 45, 48, 53, 55, 57, 58, 61, 62,
63, 65

B Disc 4-2-C

(30) Workbook pages 66, 67, 69, 70, 71

9 Disc 4-2-D

(CET 2) Unit Test

10 Oral Tenr 4-2

11

12

13

14

*Disc 4-2-E

*Disc 4-2-F

*Disc 4 -2-C

*Disc 4-2-11

ASTERISKS indicate additional work fcr the above units if a child has not performed
satisfactorily on the unit tasks.

1
Anything in parenthesis is for computer use at Oakleaf Elementary School only.

The discbook itself is a collection of exercise sheets on which the student
responds to instructions which are given on a phonograph-like disc. Through

6.



daily diagnosis and evaluation, the teacher prescribes those discbook

or programmed reader activities which are essential to the student's

eventual mastery of decoding.

DISCBOOK

wl t_

A. cken

ban

ban

8.

L.

mas

nes_

n I

w_lch

4-1-B

2

ditch

PROGRAMMED
READER

Fill In tho blankr.

land ;Je).
g LA.,0Ku,

This is Sam's

This

is block.

This fish is on

witch
ditch

dish

match

patch

witch

back

bank

bat

mask

match

mat

band

hand

land

14

story booklets that are used in this stage are implemented in two

different settings: (1) Teacher directed group reading, which begins with

Programmed Reader 4 and continues through Programmed Reader 14 and (2)

Independent reading, usiag study guides, which begins with Programmed Reader

9 and continues throu Programmed Reader 14. Tlie Study Guide stories are

sequenced throughout discbooks 9-14. Their titles are lisfec on the discbook

prescription sheets and are, therefore, easily assigned. Group Story Records,

Teacher Lesson Plars, Study Guides, Tests, and Teacher Evaluation Suggestions

are all part of the materials that are used during this stage. Samples of

7.



these materials are shown below:
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TEACHKR LLSSON PLAN: Nip Helm ti.L1111kman - look 9

llds story is to be aced in a reeding group totting with any nuaber of

children.

1. The story we're going to read today is about Nip, dog. who wants

to find a playmate.

Old your pet ever act as though he were human? What did he do?

The words below are printed on cards. They are in an envslep

marked'

27ord Wrote. Nallelpit the linkman

Jour

step

milk

man

play

mate

may

be

..ive a card to each child. We ere going to play same. Each of

you has word which, if put together with earths word will make

new compound word. Hold your word cards up. Say your word one

at Claw. Nov. try to find someone who has a word on hie card

that you can put together with your word to make new word.

8.

STUDY GUIDt1

ROOK 9

THE gICUEST JAR

Sea goes to the market for Ann. The story tells what happens

when See gets to the market without a market list.

1. Road these sentences. The underlined words ere the new word.

1. Uid Ann ask for pickles, or does she ont jam?

2 A clerk sells things in a market.

1. Uid Ann want a bottle of milk?

Mit thy bit 6131 -IA%

SEE YOUR Mang. Read the eententee t the tea.her.

rt t co the wo:J you missed.

True Or false. Writ. True on the line

if the sentence telie what happened in

the story. Write false_ on the line if

the :entente doss nut tell whet happened

In the stury.

1. Ann Is fixing chicken sandwiches.

2. Ann Is missing the pickles.

3. There was no mustard left In the Jar.

4. Ann wanted a taall Jar of mustard.

S. A clerk is a nen that makes pickles.

to niggeet Jar". Reed tie story

TEACHER EVALUATION: THE S1GOEST JAR - gook 9, Story 1

\

If a child has scored lees than 1152 on the test, the vsscher should

orally question the child. Os. only those questions which you feel are

net sssss y. If the child has difficulty with the questions. It may be

necessary for him to reread the story.

1. On page 1, find and read the sentence that tells what kind of sandwiches

Ann wants to fix. (Page 1. paragraph 1 - "I think I'll fix has sand-

wiches for lunch.")

2. Why do you suppose Ann wants s big Jar of mustard from the store Instead

of a small Jar? (Sam likes mustard and uses a lot of it.)

3. What is a clerk? (A an who helps sell things in market.)

4. What happened when Sam got to the market? (He forgot what he was sent

for.)

5. ::.pageoi)4.Tdpend read the eentencea that tell how the clerk helped
ph 2 - "Gat them all ... Get mustard, Jam and

pickle,. Then you will have what oho asked for.")

6. Did Sam have a good memory In the story today? (No) Why? (Re couldn't

resosber what he was sent for.)



STAGE III: TRANSITION - Descri tion and Sane Mai:erials

The emphasis during this stage is to wean children from the programmed

reading format to the reading format that is typical of our culture; i.e.,

the format of newspapers, periodicals, novels, magazines, etc. The

materials that arc used in this stage are the same as those used in

STAGE II: programmed readers, discbooks, and story booklets with the

following exception: The programmed readers are used only through

Programmed Reader 17. The discbooks and story booklets are used exclu-

sively from Book 18 through Book 20. Commercially prepared books are also

used with Books 18 through 20. The sequer.ce of activities through this

stage does not vary from that of STAGE II. The only difference in the

materials is in the use oi commercially prepared books.

STAGE IV: SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATION - Description and Sample Materials

The acquisition of skills and the maintenance,reinforcement and improvement

of these skills receive primary attention here. Skills development is con-

centrated in those areas which are listed in the chart below. The areas

are listed down the left side while the levels of proficiency are listed

across the top. The numeral at the intersection of each area and level

represents the number of skills that comprise that particular unit.

1969 - 1970 IPI READING SKILLS CONTINUUM

A* B* * D* E F G H
f

I
TOTALS
E - K

Visual Discrimination 12 X 12
Auditory Discrimination 6 X 8
Structural Analysis X 4 7 6 4 4 3 4 4 30
Vocabulary Development X

5 4

4

4

4

3

2 2

4

2

3

2

3

2

4

2

3

15

23
!Literal Comprehension

Interpretive Comprehension 5 8 5 5 5 4 5 5 4 3 30
Evaluative Comprehension 2 3 4 2 2 3 4 3 4 4 24
Library Skills 3 2 3 2 2 4 4 2 X 19
(Reference Skills X 4 1 3 7 5 2 3 2 28
Orl/anizational Skills X X ,

3 2' 2 4 3 18
.elated Reading 6 3 1 10

*

TOTALS 27 30 31 25 26 27 21 187

Levels A-D are an integral part of the first three stages of IPI Reading.

9.



The materials that are used in this stage consist of commercially prepared

textbooks, reference books, periodicals, kits, tapes, etc. Acquisition to
these materials is through the skillsheets which are the delivery system

for this phase of STAGE IV.

Samples of the materials that are used in the skills continuum appear
below and overleaf.

PLACEMENT TEST PRETEST: SKILL #1

I !Aro:tura! Analysts (:. 51

Nome Date

LIM 7/41

(:) Dirs.tions: Draw line between the two words that ere put
tootuer to meke each compound word.

grandmother I r p l. n

t blecloth

(AI Directional Write the root word fur lath word below

h iding

ipest tried

O tare.tione. Writ. the number that tolls how ',any syllables
ere In each word.

overnight street

hospital

10.

E Structural Analysts (1) Pre LW. i 44

NY* Date

Directions: Each word In lt.t A will make a 040und word .1111. a 4..su
In list Y. litttoo the kompound words.

A

toot 11

sun yard

gum bell

barn pieCd

bath drop

fire made

hose room



WORKSHEET - SKILL

N... Dots ______tron

Get Vise E-SA-1 -IR and Volley the Directions on the Dime.

1. What type of animal does the word hummingbird describe?

cat bird horse

2. Writs a sentence. that will explain why this bird is idled a

hummingbird.

T. Hew could bird asks humming noise?

rthaTIALL

A. What type of object doss the wood football 4secribal

ball house animal

S. Which word tolls you what kind of ball football le

6. Which sentence gins. ch. boot explanation of hew a football was named!

A. The ball is kicked with the foot.

b. Th. ball is used in a gene.

The bail is thrown with the hand.

7. Which of the two sentences give the but explanation of hew certain

gl aaaaa warm named aural 00000 I

A. The gl

them.

S. The it

were made to allow the sunlight to pogo through

were trade to protect the eyes free bright sunlight.

R- IA - 1

CURRICULUM EMBEDDED TEST - SKILL #1

H... Date Rens

Directions: Each word in List A v.11 mike a compound word when joined
with a word in List B. WfttO as compound words On the limas.

A

play flake

101 ball

hay drop

boon mat

gum both

every stack

anew body

E-SA-1

POSTTEST - SKILL #1

I Itturtutal Analysis (11 toot LAX 5/it

Nana Data

Dlteettnnal tech word In ?lot A will wake a corpound nrd With t word
In diet B. Write the compound words.

what self

.y melon

an about

with othar

sky over

round out

Wang scraper

11.



The diagram below shows how the child progresses through the skills

continuum.

SEQUENCE OF MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES

Pupil takes Placement and Pre-Tests

Obtain material and begins

Completes work. Student self-

scores or takes it to a

Teacher Aide

Needs Assistance

Individual Tutoring

Group Teaching

Peer Group Discussion

Returns to work

Goes to Teacher for new work

I

More Practice

New Skills Assigned

Takes Post-Test

Skills Assigned

I

Mastery Demonstrated

More Praictice Needed

Post Test Reassigned

I

New Prescription Developed

12

1



the second part of this stagt., the application of the skills is implemented
through directed reading activities in a large group setting. The reading
selections are paperback books which are keyed to the skills continuum (the
first part of STAGE IV). The selections vary from simple picture stories
through lengthy novels. Selections are classified according to level (E-K)
and according to category. There are ten categories; each level has selec-
tions in at least eight of them. The upper levels have selections in all
ten. The ten categories are as follows: Biography, Poetry, Content, Fun &
Fantasy, Making & Doing; Everyday Friends, Science Fiction, Mystery &
Suspense, Animals, and Adventure. Some levels may have more than one
selection available in a given category (i.e. Biography, Poetry). Thus
there are over 70 reading selections currently available in the directed
reading program,

Each teacher has a large loose-leaf notebook containing lesson plans for each
selection. The plans include statements of objectives, needed materials,
suggested procedures, suggested assignment and evaluation questions. The
plans are deliberately open-ended enough to permit teacher judgement and
flexibility in teaching the lesson. The reading selections are set, but
the plans are flexibly intended as mere guides. No specific time limits
are set for any lesson plan - it may take from 2 to 5 class periods to
complete anyone.

During their work in STAGE IV, the pupils divide their time between working
in the skills continuum and participating in directed reading activities.
A sample of a Directed Reading Lesson Plan appears on page 14.

13.



Level E - Biography
The Story of Ben Franklin - 1

Directed Reading Lesson Plan

I. General Objectives

A. Tell whether a selection is biography or autobiography.

B. Find synonyms for words, using a dictionary.

II. Sources and Materials

A. Paperback The Story of Ben Franklin by Merriam (Scholastic Book

Services).

B. Dictionary for each pupil.

III. Suggested Procedures

A. Write the word Biography on the chalkboard and have pupils check
its meaning in the dictionary. Discuss briefly other stories of
people's lives that pupils have read. Find the meaning of auto-
and derive the meaning of auto-biography.

B. Distribute books and have pupils look at the stay to determine
if it is a biography or an autobiography. When it has been determined
that it is a biography, read together pages 4-8. Discuss what an
experiment is, again using the dictionary for definition.

C. Direct pupils to read pages 9-18 silently; then as a group determine
synonyms for the fnllnWing underlined words, using dictionaries
to find choices:

1. Ben worked with his father in the candle trade. (p. 9)

2. Only in the last year of his service would the apprentice
get any waries for his work. (p.10)

3. His brother was a very hard master. (p.10)

4. The blows came more and more often. (p.14)

5. The thought of working...was too much to bear. (p.14)

14.


