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NATIONAL STUDY OF AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCAT

The attached paper is one of a number which make up the Final
Report of the National Study of American Indian Education,

This Study was conducted in 1968-69-70 with the aid of a grant
from the United States Office of Education, OEC-0-8-080147-2805.

The Final Report consists of five Series of Papers:

I. Community Backgrounds of Education in the Communities
Which Have Been Studied. -

II; The Education of Indians in Urban Centers.

I1X.Assorted Papers on Indian Educatlon--malnly technical
papers of a research nature,

IV. The Education of American Indians--Substantive Papers.

V.. A éurvey of the Efducation of American Indians,

The Final Report Series will be available from the ERIC Document
Reproduction Service after they have been announced in Research in
Education. They will become available commencing in August, 1970, and
the Series will be completed by the end of 1970,
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INTRODUCTION .’

-

This is 2 report on the education of Indians attending pubitfc
schools on the Hoopa Indfan Reservation lq CQIQfornla.'

Full-tfme resfdence on the reservation was establfshed by
the researcher from the first week of September, 1968, to the flast
week of December, 1968, Prior to this four-month perfod of resi=
dence, six brief exploratory visits were made to the regservation
between February, 1967, and May, 1968, and three brief visits have
been made since the residsnce period. :

During the research pertod I attended such schoo lerefated fune
ctfons as faculty meetings, student clubs, PTA meetings, athletic
contests, schoo! board meetings, and off-campus student ffeld tripse.
I aleo attended Tribal Counci meetings, a series of town hall meetw
fngs, court hearing, BIA-sponsored meetings, and community develop=
ment meetings., Every effort was made to accrue asg many observatfon
experfences as possible §n the school and the community durfng the
field res{dence. : »

In addition to conducting structured fntérViews and admin{ s
- tering various questionnaires, unstructured interviews were cone
tinuously generated with Indian and non~lndian teachers, parents,
students, and adults. Signfificant aspects of these conversations
were recorded Ina field diary and constitute a vital part of my
percepticn of education on the Hoopa Reservatfon, :

The researcher vigfted the Hoopa schools for a total of fifty
days ‘during the fall term, 1968, Ourfng this time he observed atl
grades from K to 12, and assumed full=t{me substituting dutf{es

otallfing seventeen days in the high schoo!l and one day {n the ele~
mentary schoole The substituting experience was extremely valuahle
fn that 1t allowed a closer and less threatening contact with the
faculty, administration, and students, thus providing a more vafid
evaluation, : -

It 1s Important to note at the outset that eimost everyone {ne
volved in the study, the students, parents, teachers, principals,
superintendent, Board of Trustees, and Tribal Council, cooperated
willingly and generously with the researcher during the entire period
of data gathering, The great percentage of people interviewed gave
willingly of thefr time and somehow managed to remain patf{ent and
understanding through #t all, My sincere thanks are extanded to them,

IThe research was made possible by grants from the National
Study of American Indian Education, the National Science Foundation,
and a sabbatfcal |eave from Chico State College,




PART 1. THE HOOPA COMMUNITY

A BRIEF HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF THE
HOOPA RESERVATION AND ITS SCHOOLS

~

"-

_ The Hoopa Reservation was establfshed by Congress in 1864,

The twelve-mfle square reservation (86,074 acres) {s located fn the
Hoopa Valley, a flat stretch of land about seven miles long and one
mile wide in northeastern Humboldt County, Californfa (Map 1),

The Trinfty River, a fast-flowing stream of some volume cuts through
the length of the reservation and the vafley., State highway 96
passes through the reservation, connecting with Highway 299 twelve
mfles south at the little town of Wilfow Creek (Map II{.

The area surrounding the valley s mountajnous and richly
covered with pines, Douglas firs; and cedars, Various species of
oak trees grow on the valley floor. Rainfall is in excess of forty
{nches annually, and althouch snow fails heavily on the surrounding
mountains, the valley floor récefves littie snow,

The first sustained Caucasfan Infiitration into the valley oc~

- eurred in 1850, after the df scovery of gold on the Trinfty. In 1855,
the Government established a mifitary post §n the valley to cope with
various problems that were continuously arising in the surrounding
area, The military post rematned untf! 1892, even though justifi-
catfon for its presence had long passed,

In 1893, a federai boarding school was established on the resere

vation, The school remained In operation until the early 1930%s, at
which time {t was converted to a public elementary schoole The
school prohfbited the use of Indian languages, washing out with soap
the mouths of any child caught speaking one, or, in some cases,
brutally whipping the chitds The rigid, miiitary-like discipiinary
procedure, with {ts physical punishment and removel of home~visiting
"orivileges, is remembered quite well today by those Indian adults

{n their middie forties and older who attended the boarding school,
Very few Indlans who attended this school have fond memories of {t,
A Tribal Counct! member who attended the schoo! recalled:

Once two boys deserteds They were
brought. back and taken to the smafl!
boys! dormes The disciplinarian hand=
cuffed them to 8 bench and strapped
them ten or fifteen good lickses We

" b
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used to brag about who got the most iickens,

Got to be a prestige mark, but man did {t hurt,

They used a rubber hose or leather strap with - .
&8 handle on ft. Eilther way, ft hurt like hell,

In 1953, the high schoo! moved from the inadequaie bufiding
{t shared with the eiementary grades i{n the fcrmer boarding school
fnto a new modern facility containing grades K-12, In 1960, @
moders qymnasium was completeds In 1963, 2 new elementary school
was completed across the street from the high schools In 1967,
seven addftional elementary zchool classrooms were constructed.
Beginning in the fall, 1969, a *middie school,® consisting of
grades 6=7=8, wili commence operation in the elementary school
buf ldingse

Today. in terms of both Indian population and total acreage,
the Hoopa Reservation {s the largest in California. In 1068, 1245
of the approxtmatelx 4045 Hoopa Valley residents were of Indian
descent. Of the 245 Indian?, G681 were registered on the Hoopa
tribal roll as Hoopa Indian.! The remaining 264 Indians represented
varfous Indfan ancestries, but most were Yurok or Karok., The White
population of the valley in 1968 was approxtmately 2800,

Driving on Highway 96 through the reservation one notices the
typtcal rural setting visible throughout much of Northern California.
Dirt and gravel roadweys lead off the main road and disappear into
neets of older wooden frame houses, small trailers, and mobi le homes.
Cattle and horses, protected by an openerange law, roam casually
through unfenced fields, roads, and yards.

Although small businesses are spotted here and there on e{ther
side of the highway for about a three=mfle strip on the reservation,
there is a central cluster of business establishments containing
two gasoline stations, small restaurant, bait shop, emall drive~in
cafe, bank, laundromat, American Legion Hall, auto parts shop, auto
cepazr garage, post office, trafler park, grocery and hardware
store, and a substation of the county sheriff's offices The ele=
mentary school, high school, Tribal Counct! building, and BIlA Field
Offire are located fn a common area approximately one mile south ‘

.of this center.

Although the BfA no longer has any offictal responsibitity
for the education of Indtan children on the Hoopa Reservation, and
although {ts role {n the control of other areas of the Indiants |ife

mAlthough it ts customary for the pre-contact population to be
referred to as Huna, the modern population and the tribe are known
as Hoopa, The language continues to be referred to as Hupa,
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{n Hoopa has diminished considerab! - over the years, Its very
presence continues to draw the traditionally negative response
from the indfan community. ’

In terms of survival the Hoopa have benefitted from the un-
interrupted occupancy of the valley, The proportion of survivors
fs one of the highest in california.! Although the survival rate
{s high, the more than 100 years of contact have decimated the
fuli-biood population to the point where today there are only &
half-dozen Indfans who can possibly claim to be full=blood.

The century of contact has also resulted in a steady deterfor-
ation of old customs. Probably less than (00 Indians can speak
Hupa today, and almost no school=-age chi ldren are able to speak
the Indian languages The major dances arée stiit held, acorn soup
and eels are still eageriy consumed (but not so much by gchoo =
age children), and varying degrees of belfef in Indlan spirits and
the power of good and bad "medicine® continue to be in evidence.

The acculturatfon level of 1ndians on the reservatfon todey
{8 such that Bushne!l suggests the term *Indian American® is _more
accurate than the traditional designation “Amer{ican Indian."2

W‘

'kroeber ascribes the high survivor rate to three ceusess

- §nacecessability of the realon and fts comparative poverty in goldsg
early establishment of a reservationy and the absence of lax ade
ministration that normally characterized Catifornia reservations,
A, Le Kroeber, Handbook of the Indians of California, Bureau of
Amerfcan Ethnology, Bulletin Noe 784 190U

2John He Bushnell, "From Amerfcan Indian to Indlan Americans
The Changing ldentity of the Hupa Mamerican Anthropologist, vela 70,
noe 6, p» 1108, Bushnell uses the spel ling Hupa %or HoOpa e




ECONOMIC LIFE

! ncome - .

Of the 370 indian famiiies Iiving In Hoopa, {71 have annual
incomes of 33000 or less, If one ueses the Council! of Economic Ade .
visors® 1964 figure of 33000 or less annual fncome ag a defin{tion
of poverty, then over forty-si: »=r cent of Hoopa's {258 Indians
{tve tn poverty. In 1965 the :nxin family income was 245003 in
1966, 343003 and In 1967, $3600.

A major f{ncome for tribal rolt members {s derived from the
cale of timber on the reservation. The tribets annual earnings
are divided among the tribal roll members and paid on a quarterly
basts. The average share in past years has been about $1200 for
each ro!!l member, but with the recent rise {n lumber costs the
payment §s expected to rises Fifty per cent of the children's
ghares are patd to the parents, with the balance going {nto a fund
payable when the child reaches the age of elfghteen,

| “The BIA holds a i milifon reserve fund for the tribe, which
draws a four per cent interest rate, The money is available for
em::gencles and was last used during the 1964 flood on the reser=
vations

Employment

The lumber industry is the primary source of employment in
Hoopae. In addition, the BIA Field Office and the Klamath-Trinity
Unified School District offer employment opportunities,

Unemp {inyment on the reservation is high, occurring at a rate
three to four times higher than in the rest of Humboldt County,.
In a report from the Californfa State Department of Employment
dated July 31, 1968, unemployment on the Hoopa Reservation was 135
per cent as compared to 5.3 per cent in ihe rest of Humboldt County.
Due to the seasonal character of the lumber industry, the above
rate fluctuates annually from 15,9 to 21,2 per cent. Such unem=
ployment s classified by the United States Department of Labor as
wpersistent and substantfal,* since the rate was more than seventy-
five per cent above the national ra}e ifn 1965 and 1966, and more
than 100 por cent above ft in 1967,

IData on income and emp loyment provided by Mr. wtttleﬂao!eSFbve,
2atifornia State Cepartment of Employment community worker assigned
o Hoopas

N
™~
~.
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Housing | -

Housfing on the reservation is‘poor. A report by the Calf=
fornia Commission on Indfan Affairs disclosed that in 1963, out
of 153 Hoopa houses surveyed, 83 needed complete replacement.
Only 48 hou?es met the Publjc Health Department®s standard of
*adequate,” . )

Approximately 14 famities are completely without indoor bath~
rooms or water. One of the 14 famflies has 9 people iving in two.
rooms under one roof. Another of these bathroomiess homes |8
occupied by a blind man,

Teachers {ive In trailers and houses located mostly in the
fmmedfate Hoopa Valley, although a few teachers have chosen to
five tn Wwillow Creek, {2 miles south of Hoopa, due to inadequate
housing on the reservation. There is general agreement by schoo
officials and teachers that one of the primary problems in re-
cruiting and keeping teachers in Hoopa is the poor housing situation
on the reservatfon.

Public Health Services

A stixteen=bed hospital fs located on the reservation, Two
physicians practice in Hoopa, but thére are ne dentists, optome-
trists, veterinarians, or drug stores,

Proper sewage dispcsal and water puri{ficatfon pregrems are In
; dire need, There is also need for such health services as dental
3 care, {mmunizatfon, pre-natal instruction, proper nutriticn, and
care for the elderly. ‘

! Tribal Economie Program.

The Tribal Counct! clearly recognizes that Job creation i{s
the key to improved economic condftions on the reservation, Dise
satfafied with the overat! Indian unemployment rate and the very
few Indians holding key positions in the local lumber {ndustry,
the Tribal Counci! hired an engineering consultant firm to do e
feasibf tity study on the tribe buiiding its own mill or buying an
existing mif! located on the reservation, The Counci! visuallzed
2 new mill employing sixty=-ffve people with an annual payroil of
$500,000, and annuai proffts ranging from $225,000 to $750,000,

PR SIS e

'State Advisory Commission on Indian Affairs, Proqress Report
the Governor and the Leqgislature on Indfans in Rurai and Reger=
yation Areas, Sacramentoy State of California, 1900y Pe 93
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In October, 1968, eligible tribal rol! voters were presented
three measures to vote ont {) to establish a management board to
operate a sawmil! and chip plant, 2] to buy for $i.! mititon an
existing local {umber miil, or 33 to construct a new $3.6 miftion
facilitys All three measures were turned down, with only 186 of
the 563 elfgible voters voting, The Tribal Counci! chairman
placed the blame for the "no% vote on too much prosperity in the
tribe, 2 fear- that revenue to finance the proposals would come
out of per capita payments, and a "no™ vote from the Indians ree
cefving old age payments, However, the most popular explanation
for the rejection of the proposals was that the Counci! faffed to
communicate to the Indian community the details fnvolved i{n the
various alternatives,

Undaunted by the rejection of the mil! propcsats, the Tribal
Counci| s currently exploring the possibility of developing 1) a
tan vak baseball bat factory which would also produce furnfture
lege and hockey sticks, 2) camping and recreatfon sites to attract

' :ou;f:ts, and 3) small scale production of Indlan pottery and
askets, ' -

- Prejudice, Discrimination, and Seqreqation

From observatfon and interviewing there (s tittle evidence
that Indfans are segregated from non-Indians in Hoopa in regard
to housing, and no evidenc: of segregation in restauranis and
education, Most Indian adults believe the lumber mills discriminate
agafnst them in hiring, firing, and job placement. The Indfan
community has also made public charges of police brutality by law
enforcement officers, whom they describe as ant{-Indian,

In the reservation schools there {s no segregation, and dige
crimination against Indians appears to occur in only §solated
instances, In fact, the complete integration of Indian and none
Indlan students Is one of the most striking aspects of Hoopa schoolsg,
In the high school, mixed Indian~White couples strol! around the
campus holding hands, hugging and kissing, carefuily overiooked
by teachers and seemingly obl{vious to the good-natured taunts of
gel low students. Athletics, student body offices, clubs, and
varfous othe; extra=curricular activitfes show no Indian-White
segregations -

Probably as & result of this complete Indian and White {ntew
gration in the schools; Indian students have a strong self-image.
Indeed, {t was not unusual to hear White students going to great

SO SR SR L

e

'Negroes are excfuded from this commendable mutua! acceptance.
In casual discussions, Indian and White students frequently referred
to Negroes as "niggers,” "coons," and other derogatory slang terms.

o s,
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lengths of genealogical explanation to convince the resgearcher
that they had a modicum of Indfan biood and should also be cone
sidered as Indfan,!

Casuci conversations with school personnel often turned up
low-level prejudices against Indians, usually based on stereo-
typical images of what Indfans are supposed to be like ("These
Indian kids are natural artists,® "Indian children are just great
with thelir hands," "Indians are tremendous natural athletes").
However, on the basis of informatfon gathered from observations,
questionnalires, structured and unstructured tnterviews of teachers,
principals, superintendent, and Trustees, not one individual pro=-
fessfonally fnvolved with the schools could be descrited ag anti-
Indian or having prejudices against Indians of sufficient strength
to result in discriminatory teaching techniques,

When one moves away from the school scene and {nto the come
munity at large, however, there {s a noticeable anti-Indian pre~
Judice among many Whites. All fn all, Indian and &hite relation-
ships 2re better cn the Hoopa reservaticn than on many Indian
reservetions {n the Unfted States today, But "better" is a relative
term In this case, and affords little solace to the Indian,

The prejudiced Whites harbor many fnvidious myths about cone
temporary Indians, but the most prominent belfefs are two old bug=
beere that have been heaped on the Amerfcan Indian by generatfons
of Whites:s sins growing out of per capita payments and the stereoe .
tyned portirayal of Indians being lazy and unwilling to accept
responsibitity, Both of these spectres, false as they are, con-
tinue to enter into discussions of all phasgses of Indfan life in the
valley, They are particularly devastating when applied to the
Indian's economic existence,

The per capita payment fs obviously welcomed by the Hoopa,
especislly in those cases where {t spells the difference between
survival and non-survival, However, {n accepting the payment,
which {s Justly his, the Indian also exposes himself to the indig-
nity of unfafir {ndictments from some members of the White communfty
and even from gsome valley Indfans not on the tribat roll (and thus
not eligible for per capfta payments). One §nfluentfal White in
Hoopa stateds .

Would you want to work {f you had all that
money coming in on & regular basis Ifke that?
Hell, that's another big reason they don't
try to do well in school. Soon as they are

'Durtng the {nterviews, Indian students were asked §f they
had non-Indian friends. The answer was unanimously "yes.® When
asked {f their Indian frfends were any different than their none °
) . Indfan friends, the answer was unanimously "no,” accompanied by an
3 fmmediate look of wonderment and statements such as, "Should they
be?", "I don't understand what you mean;" "That's a funny question."
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old enough to drop.out of school, they can go
hunting and fishing all they want and |fve off
thelr per capfta Iike kingse I'd like to do
that myself, -

-

In short, because of the {magined security the per captta
payment supposedly provides, Indians are described as not being
motivated to do well In school, having no desire to better them=
selves economically, and displaying Iittle, §f any, of the drive
and ambition that supposedly marks the White man,

Alifed with the per capita sins, but applied so frequently :
and with such harm against Indfens tn Hoopa that §t deserves a ' ;
separate notation, fs the image of Indians being lazy, A White 3
m§ | fworker {n Hoopa safds '

Everyone who has ever worked with Indfans {n
miils knows they got some good points. But
everyone also knows about ®Injun holidayg."
Every mill I've worked in has trouble on
Monday mornings because the Indians don®t
gshow up for worke They get tanked up over
the weekend and come Monday, they are efther
too hung over or Just too lazy to come in,

A lot of people around here think the milis
are prejudiced against Indians because there
ain't any Indians In key positfons fn the
miilse The truth is Indians don't take the
better Jobs because they dont't want the extra
regponsibflity.

ERIC
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PART II. EDUCATION

THE 8CHOOLS TODAY

High School . ) .

Physical Structure and Facliities. There are efghteen .
general classrooms fn the high school, plus @ bandroom, mechanical
drawing room, wood shop, auto shop, and a {ibrarye

Hot tunches (35 cents) are served in the high school cafe=
terfa to both elementary and high schoo! students. Students who
bring bag lunches from home also eat here. Many students walk
to a2 nearby grocery store and efther supplement their hot lunch
or lunch completely on the soda pop, candy, and potato chips sold
there. A room off the cafeteria serves as a combination teachers?
lunchroom and workroom, Coffee may be obtained here by teachers
throughout the day,

A tibrary containing 11,000 volumes §fs avaffable throughout
the school day and fs staffed by a full-time tibrarian, The
Hibrary is open 30 minutes before the start of the school day
end 30 minutes after the end of the school day. The library ape
pears to have good student use2ge and contatns a checkout desk,
ltbrariants office, reading tabies, end an A=V equipment storage
roome

For a schoo!l this size, the play area {s minimal, During lunch
hour, a few dozen students engage in a touch footbail game on a
packed dirt surface between the bandroom and wing three of the
high school, but most of the high school students saunter along
the outside covered walkways or stand {n the cafeterfia after
lunch and listen to musfic from the Jjukebox located there,

Enrol Iment. In December, 1968, Hoopa High Schoo! enrolled
424 pupTis In grades 7-12, Thirty~three per cent of this number
were Indfan (139 pupils), and sixty-seven per cent (285 pupils)
were non-Indian (Table IS. Efght per cent more Indiang attended
grades 7-8 than attended grades 9-12, .

The Hoopa Valley High Schoo! serves an area of approxfmately
1000 square miles, The 7-8 grade students attending the high
school reside within the Hoopa valley, but students in gradeg 9=12
are transported from several surrounding communities in which the
Klama%h~Trinity Unified School District maintains five elementary
gchocls,

Teachers. There are twenty-two teachers, one counselor, two
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TABLE | . "

HOOPA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL INDIAN AND
NON=INDIAN STUDENT ENROLLMENT
(DEC, 1968)»

~ P

L A E—

Grade . - Indian lzg;:{gg?éi ~ fotal
7 - 17 30 47

' 22 " 30 52

27 14 {00

10 28 565 83
1 | 24 50 7h
12 16 4o 56
EWR 5 1 12

Total ' : : 139 285 424

#Sourcet Principal®s Office, Hoopa Valley High School.
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{fbrarians, and a principal on the faculty of the high schoo! (grades
1=12, plus & remedial reading class and an Educable Mentally Rew
terded class)s Two of the faculty are Indian,

ODropouts. Indian students comprised twenty-five per cent of
Hoopa Vaiiey High School®s total enroliment of 324 students §n
1967~68, During the 1967-68 academic year, twentye-one Indien stue
dents were classified by the schcol 2s dropoutse Thus, approxi=
mately one=-quarter of the Indian students attending high school
dropped out. The noneIndian dropout figure Yas twenty-three, or
10,5 per cent of the non-Indian student body'(see Appendix for a
more detaj led breakdown of dropouts).

Truancy. Truancy is a major problem {n the district®s schoolse
In 1965-66 there were 6239 unexcused absences during the school
year. In the first six months of the 1966-67 school year, there .
were 4164 unexcused absences fn the six schools of the district, a
fact which resulted In the district losing $7745. By far, the
largest percentage of unexcused absences fn the district occurred
in the Hoopa schoolss The high school counselor stated that {t was
not unusual for as much as twenty-five per cent of the high school
student body to be absent on some days. He expressed a belief that
the attendance problem was due to the distance some students had to
travel, combined with weather and road conditions, plus a lack of
vancern or the part of the parents,

The high school principal concurred that transportation problems
contributed to the high truancy rate, but addeds

I do feel, however, that {f we could provide the
kind of schoo! program that would appeal to a
fajriy large segment of the population, we would
partfaily eliminate the attendance problem,

Quite frankly, some of our students are disen=
chanted with the academic curricular offering

at the high school, and we need to do something
to make school more meaningful for this group,
f:r example, vocational training, Job experfience,
etCe :

Elementary School

Physfcal Structure and Facilitfess The elementary school cone

e e ————————

'One Board member questioned the higher dropout rate for
Indian students, He stated the reason the records show a higher
percentage of Indians than whites dropping out of school was that
the Indians remafned fn the valiey and were readily recorded as
dropouts, while many Whites moved out and were fisted on schoo!
records as "transferred to another schoot.® while {n fact many would
ha:: swelled the non«Indian dropout rate had they remafned fn the
vatieye . ) ' i

3
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teins thirteen general classrooms, plus three additional cliasge
rooms located {n the high schools There {s also a smal! llbrary.‘

The elementery chiidren have staggered hot lunch periods in
the high school cafeter{a when ft is not occunied by the high
schoo! students. Students bringing thefr lunch from home also eat
in the cafeteria, A small combination teachers' lunchroom and
work room is located in the main office of the elementary school,
Coffee may be obtained here throughout the day,

The elementary school has both 2 grass-covered play yard and
. an agphalt-covered play yard, There are swings, monkeybars,
tether ball poles, and basketbal! courts,

Enroliment, In December, 1968, the Hoopa Elementary School
‘enrolled a total of 422 pupfls, of whom-fifty~seven per cent (24C
pupi le) were Indian and forty-threa per cent (182 puplls) were :
non-Indian (Table I1). 3

Teachers, There are sixteen teachers and a principal on the
facully (grades K-6, plus two special education classes). One
teacher §s Indian,

- P

'Starting in September, 1969, grades 7 and 8 will move from
the high school andlocate in the elementary school, while grades
2 and 3 and the kindergarten will move from the elementary school
to the high school,

P
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TABLE 11 |
HOOPA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL v’
INDIAN NON=-INDIAN STUDENT ENROLLMENT
(GRADES K«63 DECEMBER 1968 )¢
Grade - %ndian Isg%:;gg?;: ota
Kindergarten S 29 28 57
| | . 14 13 27
| - | 18 12 30
2 i5 12 27
2 | 17 o 27
Combinatfon (1&2) - t# 7 21
3 3 14 27
3 o o | 14 .31
Special Edudatioﬁ . | 3 4 1
3 - 16 5 3
4 ~ 2o to .30
5 - 7 6 23
5 13 10 23
6 | TR T 25
6 14 .9 23
Specfal Educatfon (intermed) __6_ —l A3
Tota - 240 182 422

Percentage Indian « §7
Percentage non-indfan = 43

*#8ources Principal?s Office, Hoopa Etementary 8chool.




consultants and Audlo-~Visual materfials to the district,

OPERATION OF THE SCHOOLS

Board of Trustees

A Board of Trustees consisting of seven elected members come
prises the governing untt of the Klamath-Trinity Unified School
District. The District fncludes Hoopa Valley High School, and
five elementary schools, Hoopa, Pecwan, Orieans, Weftchpec, and
Trinity valiey,

The seven trustees.represent geven geographical areas In the -
district, but each trustee Is elected for a four~year term by
people from the entire district., The Board meets once a month
during the school year and arranges {ts meetings so that at feast
one meeting will be held at the schoo! in each geogrephical area,

- One trustee is Indian, He has been Chairman of the Board
for the last twenty years and a member for the tast thirty years.
Three of the six remaining trustees are married to Indians,

-

Finanefal! Support

Hoopa Valley High School and Hoopa Eflementary School are i
publicly operated schools in the Kiamath-Trintty Uniffed School . s
Districts In 1968«69, the district operated on 2 {1 millfon
budget. Of this total figure, approximately forty per cent was:
derived from local taxation, forty per cent from stete apportion=-
ments, and twenty to twenty-five per cent from P,L. 874 monies.

The County School Office (Humboldt County) provides specizal

Johnson=O*Malley funds are not avaflable to Cafifornia Indians,
although there are hopes in the Indian community that these funds
will be restored to them.

School Calendar and Indfen Ceremonfes

There {s apparently no conflict between the schoo! calendar
and traditional Indien ceremonfes. Two important religlious dances
are held today, the White Deerskin dence and the Jump dance. Both
are held biennfally {n September, The Brush dance, 2 medicine
ceremony, is held every year around July 4,

Boarding Schools and Dormitories

There are no boarding schools or dormitci {es on the Hoopa

\
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Reservation or in the Klamath=Trinity Unified School Dfstrict today,
sgrta:ettherc any competing private or parochial schools In the
Stirict, '

Piscipline Rules and Practfcs

Most of the high school teachers and the principatl have assumed
8 very lenfent attitude toward discipline. Although numero:s rules
regarding discipline exist, there are constant infractions v.d
the students have recognized the lack of enforcement. Some teachers
readi ly admitted that it was eagier to excuse troublemakers from
the clessroom than have them stay {n and cause disruptfons. As a .
resulft, throughout the day there is a stream of students who strotll
slong the walkways, stand outside classroom doors, enter other ciasse
rooms to visit, talk to friends thrcugh o?en windows, and meet in
- restrooms to chat and puff on clgarettes,

-

Students enroute to the principalts office for disciplinary
action often proceed with an afr of triumph, waving and shouting
:nolr dest inatfon to friends tn the walkways and classrooms along

e waye :

At the present time there s no vice-principal, thus the
principal s forced to contribute a {arge part of his day to hande
fing discipline cases. Within efght weeks after the start of the
fel| gemester of 1968, two high schoo! teachers resigned, primarily
because of their fnabitity to cone with student behavior {n the
ciassroom,

In structured interviews and {n casual conversations, both
students and parents unanimousiy noted poor discipliinary practices
§n the high schoo! as a primary matter of concern,

In the elementary school the disciplinary sftuation ts quite
different, The principail frequently stresses to the faculty the
fmportance of discipline, Student violators are promptly punished
by the principal and, §f the situation demands, spanked on the seat .
with a stout paddle. Very few elementary students are out of the
classrooms durtng class hours, and the lunch perfods and recesses
are carefully monitored, . :

L S R R B R S RS R S RER RS AR A S AT AR S

1In order to prevent students from gathering, smoking, and
sabotaging the plumbing fixtures in the restrooms during class
hours, the school recentiy began a8 policy of locking bathrooms
except during tunch nhour and between classes., Students now must
get a key from a teacher {f they wish to go to the bathroom
during class times This maneuver has not deterred the smoking
practfces of at least the 7«8 graders, »ho, between classes and
whenever the sftuation permits, dash behind neaiby baseball bleachers
and (ight upe. :
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Extra=Curriculer Activities and Athletics

The high school has a Pep Club, girts? and boys? ath}étlc
clubs (Block H, GAA), Bible Club, FFA Club, Key Club, and a Calfe
formia Scholarship Federation Club. '

With ninety-five per cent of the student body befng bussed
within ten minutes after the last perfod, all organizations and
meetings must be heid during the lunch hour.

The athletic program 1s very {mportant to the school and the
comminfty, The Hoopa High Warriors compete with other high schools
fn baseball, football, basketball, and wrestiing. The community
turns out In targe numbers for alil home games and many people travel
considerable mi les, often over poor mountain roads, to lend supe
port to the team,

School dances are held fn the evening about once a month, and
there are assorted schooi carnivals, pot luck dinners, and PTA.
sponsored activitiess (See section on Students Tor addi{tional
observations on astivities.)

Recent Educationa! Innovations and Practices

Operation Headstar:i, Operatfon Hradstart programs have been
offered on the reservation tn the sumr-. & of 1967, 1968, end 1969.

Upward Bound. An Upward Bound pr.gram fs availabie to Hoopa
High School students. In 1968, four )ndian students from Hoopa were

- e e

enroiied in the program ai Humboidt State College,

. Educatfonal Opportunities Act. Twelve of the twenty-two
Indians graduating Trom Hoopa High In 1969 were accepted into foure
year colleges under the Educational Opportuntities Act, Efght are
attending the University of Calffaornia (Davis), three are at Chico

8tate Colflege, and one {8 attending Humboldt State College,

Teacher Training Program for Amerfcan Indianse Humboldt State
College recently recelved approval for a grant of money from the
Unftec States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to
start a program which will tratn efghteen American Indfans for
¢areers {n elementary school teaching, The Hoopa vatiey schools

will piay a substantfal role §{n the tratning programe

Center for Community Development. Established {n 1966, the
Center for Community Development at Humboldt State Colliege hag re=
cently begun to Inftiate varfous community development programs
{n the Hoopa Valley, In cooperation with the Tribal Council, the
Center has sponsored an Indian language workshon and a serfes of

townhall meetings., It has also cooperated with the Counci! in DI" Qe
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parfng varfous proposels for goverrment fundss The Center recently
submitted a proposal to the BIA for funds necessary to establieh
a Center branch offfce in Hoopa.

-

- Yribal Scholarships. Two boys and iwo girle each year recefve
$400 scholarships from the tribe, There are also two $200 tribsl
scholarship awardse

: Extension Programs. The College of the Redwoods (Eureka)
offers extension courses §n the evenings at Hoopa High School. In
Spring, 1969, the offerings weres business, typing, health education,
fire service workshop, and weidinge In nearby Willow Creek the
college offered avening extension courses in landscape drawing,
grammar and composfition, basic reading and writing, cultural geo=
graphy, programmed math, eiementary algebra, math review, &nd plane
geometrye. oo :
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PERCEPTION OF EDUCATION

Not surprisingly, there is no single perception of the schools
in Hoopae Although perceptions vary within f{arge segments of the
community, {t §s possible to construct perception proffles from
such {mportant school-community categortes as students, parents,
é;ach::s and administrators, Board of Trustees, and the Triba!

UncCs'le

Students

There appears to be a distinction between the fifth grade and
the twelfth grade Indian students? attitude toward school. Most of
the fifth graders were enthusfastic and positive about school,
teachers, and curriculum, while the majority of Indian seniors exe
pressed dissatisfaction with school and currfculum, However, the
senfors generally expressed a posftive attitude toward the teachers
and principal,

In 1967 Hoopa High Schoo! conducted a Self=Study in preparation
for the Western Assocfation of Schools and Colfeges (WASC) visie
tation committee. The Report fndicated that approximately sixty
per cent of the students believed their teachers were "good or above
average teacher,"

If you stay §n your present school for four

years, you will have worked with 20 to 30 teachers.
How many of these would you expect t? be good or
above~-average teachers (select one),

»

Number Per Cent . Answers
T4 17.2 a, Nearly ajl - 20 to 30

479 41,6 be More than haif « 15 to 20
85 18,7 Ce. Fewer than hilf « |0 to 15
92 214 d. Very few -« fewer than |0

e .y

. ‘Hooga Valley High Schooi, Self Evaiuation Report of the
Hoopa Vallev High School, 1967, pe 32E.
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The current study also shows positive support for the teachers,
In interviews with Indian students in grades 12, 8, and 5, the
question, "How weli does you teacher do her (his) job?", c!!clted
the following responsess ) .

Number of respondents

Responses giving this response

{2th qrade (N = 22) i

Teacher does "a good Job.™

Teacher does “a pretty good job.*

®Some teachers good, some bady;® or "O.K."
Teacher does "not too good®™ a2 job,
Teacher does a "poor® or "bad Jjob."

No response

s N OO P>

8£h grade (N = 27) (N = |3)»

t

Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does

Teacher does a

NO response,

Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
Ne response.

rade (N

Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
Teacher does
No response,

*a good Job."™

"a pretty good jobe"

"OQK.' -
*not too good" 2 Job.

(N = 14)

*a good jobe* .
"a pretty good Job.

TOeKy"

®"not too good" 2 Job,

a "poor® or "bad jobe"

= 28)

*a good job."

*a pretty good Job."
"OeKe®

“not too good® a job.

a "poor" or “bad Job,"

*poor® or "bad job."

R AC LT AV R
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®This §s a class which had at least four teachers this year
and was finally combinad with another 8th grade class to be taught
by one teacher and a teaching assistant,
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Although the senfors supported their teacher, they were less

- supportive of the school itself, They claimed Hoopa High is poor

fn quatity and suffering from a lack of “schoo! spirit.® In the
fnterviews with Indian students in grades 12, 8, and 5, the quesgs -
tion "How does your school compare with other schools you know?,
Is it better or worse?”, elfcited the following responsest

A Number of respondents
Response qiving this response

{2th grade (N = 22)

"Better® : 2
sSame® 2
7
}

"Worse® {
Ro response

8th gqrade (N = 27)

"Better" ' ' o)
"Same®™ 2
*Worse® 13

No Response 2

5th _qrade (N = 28)

"Better" {9
*Same" T
®Worse" )
No Response- 2

Clearly, the phrase "lack of schoo! spirit® did not mean
faoflure to support the school's athletic teams or other student
body eventsy rather {t was a commonly used term referring to a
negative attitude toward the schoolas an acadamic institution,

It ts not probable that one couid find any high school where
the students did not complain ebout thefr school tn one way or
another, but in this smali high school, the only high schoo! within
a smal! district, such comliaints quickly become superficialiy
atandardized and are offered up to the researcher without any
serious consideration as to their accuracy by the student, This
fs not to say the school is free from academic problemss {t simp!'y
suggests that the students were responding in many instances wore
ggt :: habit and tradition than out of serfous and accurate re=-

ection,

new
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Unfortunately, the teachers and the parents are also caught
up tn this phenomenon, resulting fn an invidious, mutually refne
forctng cycle being maintained over the years, regardless of facte
fn support of or contrary to the actual situation, Pupils state
that the schoo! compares pooriy with other schools, even though
most of the respondents had never attended another school. Teachers
betfeve the students compare pooriy with other students and soon
find fittle trouble in confirming their beliefs,

There was 8 unanimous belfef that teachers were far too lenfent i
in disciplining and were doing the students a disfavor by not exe -
pecting them to toe the line, Many students suggested that the
schoofwide lack of firm discipline was probably based on the fear
that {f the teacher {s a strong disciplinarian he may be accused
of being anti-Indian, therefore, it is better to "go easy."

-

Easy grading procedures ans tnsufficient amounts of homework
were also frequent complaints from the students,

The efghth and twelfth grade students frequently cited the
small size of the high school as being its chfef appealing factor,
The high school stucents alsoc agreed that another redeemtng factor
of the school was that {t provided them with a chance to get toe
gether socially during the:day,

A m jority of Indian senfors interviewed (17/22) satd edu=~ {
cation beyond high schoo! was very important and 14/22 claimed i
they would continue to go on to college. Most of the senfors

.. (16/22) do not intend to remain or return to the Hoopa Valley
after high school graduatfon (Il boys and 5 girls).

. The qﬁestton,-"What {s the highest grade that you would |
l{ke to finish?" elicited the following responses from the
Indian studentss

b -

. Number of respondents
Response giving this response

- 12th_graders (N = 22)

*Finfsh high school®

®*Go to a vocational or trade school.*
®Go to 2 jun’.~ college"

*"Ffnish four » . of college®

8th _graders i = 27) ] I

o huwn

®*Finish high school® ' |
"Go to a vocatfonal or trade school®
*Go to & Jjunfor coilege®

"Finfsh four years of college"

D=
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Almost afl the Indian students {nterviewed enthusfastically
expressed their desire that the school offer something on Indian
history and culture. The students were not as enthugsiastic about
Indian languages being taught in the regular currtculum, Many
suggested the possibility of the language being taught on an {
efective basis either during the schoo! day or in the evenings,

That the fifth graders were generally enthusiastic and positive
- 8bout schoo! while the sernjors were dissatisfled, may partly be
accounted for by the fact they have spent less time in the system .
and have yet to adopt the "poor attitude® appraisal,

It fs also possible that the negative attitude toward school
my be an outgrowth of the boredom produced by routine and fsolation
in the Hoopa Valley., One bright and verbal senior girits comment
fs typfcal of many of her classmates:

I'm bored with the whole damn thing. Get up at
six {n the mornfng, eat, catch the bus, }isten
to sickening freshman giris giggle and talk
ebout the stupid boys they want to be chased by,
go to P.E., dress down, shower, get dressed, go
to class, listen to the same old crap we had
before all day, and we had before Jast year,
and the year before that. Then you catch the
bus, go home, do some chores, eat, sit around,
watch TV, go to beds I'm so tired of it afl

I can hardiy wait to get out of the valley.

A senior boy echoed the ahave comsiaints:
111 never come back to Hoopa, ain't nothing
here mane 1 mean nothing. when I left to go to
Parker (Arfzona) I found out that there §s more
in [{fe than fishing and hunting. Parker is
small, but it's swinging compared to this place,
During most of the year Hoopa ain't wild with
recreation, but when winter sets in and the
Jolly=-Kone closes up at seven and the drive-in
movies shut down, man, ft's even worse,

Shagea e ———— lusien

'AIthough most of the students and parents fnterviewed indi—
cated the schoo! should teach Indfan history and tradittons on an
elective basis and as part of the reqular currfculum, §t was genere
ally felt that an Indian language should not be offered in the
regular curriculum, but should be taught after regular schoo! hours.
Two problems are quickly evident here, Most of the parents of
school-age children cannot spéak an Indian -Janguage today., Also,
which language -should be taught, Hupa (athabascan ?, Yurok (Algone
kian), or Karok.(Hokan)? Most of the Indidn children in the district
schoo‘s come from homes where one of these languages was once spoken,
. By offering one language, the school would very likely atfenate
Eﬁﬁfhose famf ltes who have a different linguistic background,

r

IToxt Provided by ERI
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A lot of Hoopa Indians around here think they

are leaving for good when they get out of high ,
schools Vihat a jokel Theyt!l all come back and i
go to work in the woods or on the green chain,

Big deall}

The lack of recreatfonal facilities on the reservation is a
most serfous problems When school is out for the day, the students
are bussed away within moments, The only students remaining on
campus are those participating fn athleticse They will be ptcked
- up after practice by famiily or friendss Those bussed away {mmede .
fately after school find (ittle to do onrce they reach home, 8Some
do such chores as cutting or packing in firewood, taking care of
younger sibs, or cleaning the house. Most young people will
watch tefevision, eat dinner, and return to the television set
untit! bedtime, Ouring good weather months the monotony is broken
by fishing and hunting. The young people who have cars drive to
the smi!l drive-in cafe or simply cruise up and down the reser=
vation roadss Frequently carloads of youngsters will drive to
%illow Creek to attend the drive~in movie located there,

In answer to the question, "What do you do after school?",
Indian students gave the followirg responsess

Number of respondents

~Responsesg giving this responge

12th graders (N = 22)

fateh ToVe"™

Do thinge with friends.®
"Play sports.”

®Do homework,.®

*Do chores at home."
“Work at a Job."™
*Ride around in my cat."
®"Hunt and ffish,"

PpuivLIViag OWM

th qrade (N = 27) -

"wWatch T.V."

"Do things with friends,®

*Do homework."

®Do chores at home."

®"Hunt and fish."

"Play around with brothers and sisters."
*Vigit older relatives who live nearby."

PR -
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Activities held at the school, Evening dances are held {n
the high schoal gymnasium about once a month and are well-attene
déde 8School carnfvals and sports events attract many parents as
well as students, Basketbal! and football games draw students and
adu::? from throughout the valiey as well as the surrounding com=
mun -1 - 3

. A proposal to the Housi{ng and Urban Development Agency for
funds to build a recreation center on the reservation was turned
down by the government {n the spring of 1969. The proposed {i
mititon center would have served the Indians and non-Indians in
the Hoopa area and would have provided en arts and crafts workshop,
cooking and home economics facti{ties, space for socisl gatherings,
space for 8 senior citizens meeting room, swimming pool, playing ]
courts for volleybait, basketball, and badmtnton, 2rchery renge E
and a gold course. In addition, space would have been provided
for a tribal councit offfice, childecare center, Operation Headstart
fag{l%t(es, {tbrary, museum, healih center, 8nd a job training
cantere

Parengs

Generally, the parents fee! the schools are doing a good job
fn Hoopa. But the majorfty of parents who expressed approval of
the schools, jJust as those who felt the schools were not doing a
good Job, based their opinfons on a remarkable lack of evidence, 3
Hearsay and {solated fnstances of satisfaction, or digsatfsfaction,
allowed most parents to formuiate strong opinions pro and con, ree ;
garding thelr appraisal of the schoois. k

Although some India uestioned the success of ihe
schools fn educating thetfr ch s No parent questioned the vatue
or need -of an educatfon. Every Indian adult interviewed clearly
percefved the need for at least @8 high schoo! education, and most
felt their children should continue on to junfor college, ¢ollege,
ior a relocation vocational training school, -

3L

The single most frequent parental response to the question, —
wihat do you ttke about the school?™ was, "Ite small ailze." -
Lentent discipline practices and tow academic standards were most
often cited by parents as thetir primary dislitke of the schools,

There geems to be general recognition by older parents whose
chi ldren are no tonger in schonl that discipiine problems in the
school spring from a home situation that tolerates disrespect
for eiders. An efghtye-eight year ofd Indian jady, still keen of
mind and quite afert, noted that Indian chitdren today are not
taught manners and respect for the eiders wvhen they are at home,
"naturally, they won't behave {n school." S8he added,
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The way you treat anything when it s young §s

going to determine how it wilt! act when it {s

older, whether you are talking about plants, .
animals or children. Children in Hoopa today

are terrible. VWhen I was & young gir! I ree

member 2 man who used to carry his old mother
around fn a backet. She would get into the

basket and he would put it upon his head and

toke her with him when he went piaces. Imagine

that happening today with these young kids.

A grandparent ptaced the blame for disciplinary problems on
. the grandparents. She observed that many children {n Hoopa have
working parents, resulting in the grandparents® caring for the
youngsters. The grandparents realfze they are lfving In a dif-
ferent age and tend to allow their charges to be di srespectful,

Onz voung female teacher, out of desperatfon for 2 solution
to her disciplinary problems, requested the parents of her children
to come to school fn the evening for a meeting where she could
eolicit fdeas and suggestions they might have regarding classroom
management, Thirteen parents, all mothers, attended the meet ing
ang a:most alt placed the blame for the wild behavior on the
school e

One parent indfcated the efghth graders were a discipline
problem because thefr seventh grade teacher was weak. The other
parents quickly agreed. Ouring the short meeting the parents
suqggested, "Slap him down, haney,® "Shut his mouth but good,"”
'Le} ms know about It and »hetl§ think twice before sasging ysu
againe .

-

The teacher fnquired if they, the parents, wanted her to

inform them of misbehavior and have the discipliinary action meted
out at home. In a huff, one parent retorted, “Honey, I Just told
you, slap him down right there when §t happens. If you wzit untti
L he comes home it won't do any good.*® There was generat agreement
~ that {f the school didn*t discipline the children then how could
the home possibly discipiine theme The discipline problem was not
resolved at the meeting, '

: Two mothers remained after the meeting to thank the teacher
for asking for their advice and encouraged her to be stronger,
Judging from the questions and responses, only one of the thirteen
3 parents actually felt the problem might be related to a lax dige

? ciplinary attitude at home,

Most parents Interviewed sdmftted that thefr tnvolvement {n
g school affairs was minimal, usually amounting to a s ort visit with
; a teacher at parent-teacher conferences or occasfonally meeting

t -
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with the principal to tatk about a chifd?s disciplinary problem.‘

The superintendent and both principals are aware of the need
for more parental fnvolvement and are beginning to take steps to
bring 1t about. In the Spring term, 196S, the principal of the
elementary school invited psrents to the school to ask their advice
and assistance {n reorganizing the 6-7-8 grades into a middie school
concept., Sixteen parents attended the meeting and set up a poltcy
advisory committee to atd the school {n offering 8 successful
programe ) - -

- Yeachers and Administration

Both the facuity and the admintstration generally assume the
same view as the Board of Trustees, i.e.,, education in the district
fe for all children, not only for Indian chilidren, and whatever
educationa!l problems exist do so without regard to any Indiarn aone
Indfan factor.

All teachers interviewed 21t there was an urgent need for
the schoo! to offer more remedial reading, devote more time and
effort to teaching basgsie communfcation skills, and to expand the
vocational education program to both Indian and noneIndian children,

In tnterviews conducted with ten Hoopa high school and elemen=
tary teachers, the respondents listcd the following problems as
being common to Indtan students: 1) poor readers and unable to :
follow directions, 2) poor work habits, 3) poor motivation, 4) do )

not soctalize well, and 5) tack of interest in school. Although
the intervicw gquesticon pertained enecifieally to Indian studente;

the teachers generally feit the same probiems characteri{zed many
none-Indian children as well. | :

TN e AT oy

; The teachers also expressed 8 need for more parental involve-
ment, noting that parents seldom voluntarfly come to the schools.

Most o7 the teachers felt that Indfan history and traditions
should be taught in the schools and were apologetic that they thems
selves did not know more about local Indian culture, There was
unanimous egreement that little {f any local Indian history and
culture was being taught, 1

T T WIS AT T T A
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= The principats and tHe superintendent shared the teachers!
: feelings about the difficulty in drawing a (ine between Indian and

_—

L . e

in the 1967 Self-Evaluation Study, 41,8 per cent of the Hoopa
High School student body indicated that most parents do not cooperate
with the school in promoting student activities and improvement of
classwork. Hoopa Valley High School Self Evaluation Report, op. cit.,
Pe 32 Ee
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-non=Indian children, One administrator noted:

For each Indian low-achiever there {8 a none
Indtan low-achiever, For each Indian who
achfeves above grade levei, there is 8 none
indfan who does |fkewise,

The same administrator also stated that total school achievement

. §n reservation schools {s behind the national average due to
-problems related to a8 migrant population, trensportation, and dif=
ficulties In recruiting and keeping teachers,

Another admintstrator belfeves it (e extremetly difficult for
him to visualize problems of Indian disadvantaged chiidren from
problems of non-Indfan disadvantaged chiidren. He concluded that
.$%e schools are not meeting the needs of disadvantaged Indians and
nen=Indtans to the same extent they are meeting the needs of "middie=
class®™ Indians and none-Indians,

Simitarly, both the WASC visfitation committee’s evaluation
report and the Hoopa Valley High School Seif Evajuation Study, both
prepared for a WASC accreditat!qn study, drew no distinction between
Indlian and non<Indian studentse.

L e R .y —iguie

'Further evidence of both the schoo! and the Board®s philosophy
that the schools should not develop any practice or philosophy that
would under!:ne the fact that Indians and non=indians comprise the
student body fn each of the district schools are the two evaluation
documents, both compiled {n 1967 for a WASC accreditation study.

QOne document {e 2 self-evaluation of the Hoopa High School by its
adminigstratare. teachers., and students. The other document {s the
report of a six-member evaluating team from outside the district.

The seif-evaluation report is {56 pages in length and covers such
topics as school philosophy, curriculum, ssciologfcal characteris=
tics of the student body and the community, and the objectives,
problems, and accomplishments of every acudemic unit in the school.
Yet, in the entire document mentfon is made of Indians on onily one
page, and on that page the reference is historical, referring to

the early days of Indian boarding school education on the reservation.

The YWASC VIQitatton Committee Report §s 20 pages long and men~
: tions Indians only once, and the mention {s tdentical to the histore
= fcal statement made in the self-evaluation report.

Thug, tf these evaluation reports were the only contact one
: had with the Hoopa High School, there would not be the sllightest
3 hint that Indians and Whites attend the schoel teogether today.

* Self Evaluation Report of the Hoopa Valle¥ High School, op. cits,
and \lestern Assoclation of Schools and Colleges, Visitation Comw
mittee Report of the Hoopa Valley High Schogl, Klaratheirinity
Unified Schoni District, 1907,
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Mot .. of Lthe teachers fnterviewed piaced the blame for the
perceived poor quality of the schools on the famiily, v¥hatever the
problems being discussed, the teachers wera quick to point to the.
Tajiure of thehome to direct and encourage the schooi-age chf idren
to do better in school. However, nefther the tezchers nor the
admtnlstr?tors extended his thought to the point of a vacuum
tdeologye. '

The teachers expressed concern over the high teacher turnover
fate and felt the turnover was harmful to the education program.
They suggested numerous reasons for the high turnover ratst poor
housing, fsolation, and lack of things to do were most often cited
as reasons for leaving.

Many teachers admitted they were orfgtnally drawn to the area
by the rurail character of the Hoopa Va}iey, but once this appeal
wore off they became {mmensely bored. Some teachers were attracted
because they discovered it was posstble to teach in Hoopa without
Calitornia credentfails (five of the six teachers in the first three
grades did not have credentiais)e Once the experieace was gained,
the teachers would move on to another area, The low salary cefling
wag also noted as a reason for the turnover rate,2

The %eachers frequently compiatned about the poor disciptinary
behavior in the high school, although no one listed this as a8 reason
for the high turnover rate, The complaints about discipline were
registered by the "strong® teachers as well as the "jax" tea(ers,
with the latter group seamingly restgning themselves tc the feeling

there.ts "little I can do to tighten up the rules this late {n the
game,

: As so often (s tho ecase, rn entire school?s character can be
established for good or bad, by sine or two faculty members who by
their actions usually manage to bring the attention of the school

to the community, During the research period two teachers qualified
for this dublous distinction. The two cases are mentioned §n this
report because of the tendency of a community and the gtudents to
color their perceptions of an entire school! by the spectacular bee
havior of one or two faculty mambers,

IThe Waxes use the term “vacuum l(deciogy® {n thely study of
S8foux education on the Pine Ridge Reservation. *By *vacuum fdeology?
we mean the disposition of edministrators and school officials to
support policles and programs (such as the esteblishment of nursery
schools) with the assertion that the Indian home and the mind of
the Indian child are meager, empty, or lacking in pattern."® M, Wax
and Rs Wax, "Formal Education fn an American Indian Community,"
Social Probfems (Supplement, vot, tl, noe 4.

2The 1968 Klamath-Trinity Unéfied School District sa lary schedule
ranged from $6600 for the B.A. (no additional units) to ${0,520 for
the M,Ae (plus 15 units and (2 steps), '

‘ :
Q ’ \ ] . o ) \ ’ ;
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B One of these teachers was a young woman with no prior teaching

3 experfence, and highly idealistic {n her expectations of the academic

3 and social behavior of junior high school chitldren, Starting the

3 semester with an avowsd polfcy of student freedom ("You can do
anything you pleasgse as iong s you dontt fInterfere with anyone elsc.”)
for her efghth grade class, the youngsters promptly turned the
classroom frto chaoss Within a few weeks she attempted to inftfate

@; eeme order by modifying the original poifcy with a poorly recefved

s 3 discussion of the necessity of certain norms of behavior in a demo

cracy and the {mportance of self-discipline, '

;S With each passing day the classroom situation deteriorated
‘.3 further and further, and before the semester was a month over she
3 wag reduced to tears {n class almost datly,

The teacher felt she was dedicated and, indeed, she had come

to Hoopa with the express purpose of helping Indian children. She
3 labored fnto the early hours of the morning preparing special
0 5 classroom materials for the students, She consulted other teachers,
“ - the county curriculum consultant, and eventually requested the
- § parents of her children to come to a meeting to discuss the cliasge
[_5 room problemss At this meeting the teacher, in addttfon to seecking
3 afd on the discip!ine problem, explained her desire to teach the
chitdren units on sex, drugs, and alcohol, ®"They need this infor=
mation badly, and now! Just look sround the room and you can see
what they are thinking.® The parents were not receptive to her
N appeals for their approval to go ahead on the controversial unfts.
3 Cne parent said the teacher was too young and {nexperienced to be
g teaching children such sensttive subjects,

The other teacher had taught in the Hoopa schools for several
yearss His career at both schiools was undistinquished and spotted
N with reports of physical cruelty to children. During the semester
. of this study he carried on twoe to three weeks of classroom scole=
‘ dings and haranguings against the students, culminating cne day
fn a hard kick to the rear end of 2 seventh g¢grade boy. The teacher
3 vas fmmediately dismissed from teaching dutfes by the administration
; and within the week had tendered his resfgnation,

? Board of Trustees

Tha Board of Trustees is firmly unfted in fts view that the
schnols §in the district must serve all children and not dealgn =
currfculum, recruit a faculty, or estabiish goails that would in
any way highlight the Indian population In the schools.

The Board contends that Indian children would do better in
school {f their parents would take a more active Interest {n the
schoolses The Board members ai{so complain that the Tribst Councii
and the Indian community are quick to complain about fducetion,
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but never come to Board meetings to meke thefr complaints known,

The Trustees deny that they are slighting the Indians and
pofnt out that the Chairmen §s Indian and three other Trustees
&ere marrizd to Indlanse When giigisoaca OO thi 8y Ofi® Tribai Cﬁu‘ﬁeﬂ

member respondeds

8o what difference does that make? Just because

you are married to an Indfan or have Indfan chile

dren in schooi, isn't going to make you a better

e or more representative Board member fn terms of -

helping Indians, The Chairman of the Board may e
be Indian all right, but he §sn*t Hoopa. Besides,

there {s a di{fference between Indians. Some are
bureaucratic, some answer only to certain groups

gn the reservation, some are smart, and some are

umbe

The Board apparently ssts the example, or at jeast condones,

. the lenient attitude toward discipline that prevaiis in the high

schoole For example, the Board voted a nine~week suspensfon (the
time remalining in the Fall term) for 2 senfor boy who sat in the
bleachers at a fooiball game and shouted obscenities at the cnach.
After the game the boy followed the team into the locker room and,
when ordered cut by the coach, cursed him again and attempted to
strike him with hig fists, The boy was one of five varsity foot=
ball players who had been dropped from the team two weeks eariier
because the five had attended a drinking bout prior to the game
and were still under the influence when they took o the fleld.
The year before, the same boy had become enraged at the biology
teacher and knocked him down with his fists, Both the principal
and the coach recommended:that the Board be lenient. After an
¢xtended discussion invoiving commentary on the boy'!s home, chotce
of friends, and the pesitive sfde of his school behavior, the Board
agreed on the relatively lfght suspension, :

Atthough the Tribal Councidiplaces the blame for any edu=
cational problems on the Board, most of the Indian parents voiced
an awareness of the difficult Job faced by the Board and are genere
ally suppertive of its efforts and tts Individual members.

Tribal Councii

By and large, the Tribal Counci| has taken the position that
the schools are not serving the needs of Indian chiidren. Councséi
members point to the high Indian dropout rate, the low number of
Indlans who have gone on to coilege, low standards of achievement,
lenfent grading policy, soft discipline, poor vocational program,
absence of local Indian history and culture in the curriculum, and
the high teacher turnover rate ag prominent tndicators of the failure
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of the schoots. The Councl! admits the sftuation could be {m=
proved by getting Indian parents tc take 2 more active fnterest
in education, but blame the schoc! persanne! for not taking a.
stronger interest in bringing the parents to the schools,.

The Tribsl Counct! ts unequivoca! In fTixing ths primary biame
for the s{tuation on the Board of Trustees arquing that the
Board cannot understand the problems of Indfan education when six

ef it seven members are White,

b

4
¥
?

The Tribal Council also resents the Board'e oft stated stand
that education in Hoopz fs for at! children regardless of racfal
or ethnic background. The Council recognizes the democratic necege
sity of such a position, but fee! §n this Instance it {8 s much
meaningless verbiage being uged by the Board to cover up the fact
that the Indfan student ¢s not getting a fafir shake,

The Counci! claims the Board igs glving sroof of its lack of
concern for Indians when {t fafle to take advantage of the varfousg
Indian educational funds avatiaple from private and governmental
gources, One Counct! member stateds

We recognize there are more white kids than

-~ Inélan kids {n the schools and that all the
children have an equal right to an education.
But, the fact is, the school board sits on its
ass and says there are no funds for the kind
of remedial educatfon we want the schools to
teach #n the summer and the evenings.

> Ve aren't going to sit back and fet. them stalt
us tny longer. Right now tha Tribal Council s
seeking funds through the Natfonaij Congress of
Amerfcan Indians to help out. But, these funds
can be used for Indian education only,.co we are
geing to get the Board to find an ageney to
match funds for the White kidge

The Tribal Councli has recently estcb!lished an education come
mittee, but the committee has not been in existenca leng enough
to make a statement representing the Councii®s thoughts on edue
cations Such a statement {s sorefy needed because at present
the Council, divided among ftself on the }ssues and lacking factual
evidence of education of Indians in Hoopa, is unable to specifie
cally state what educatiomal problems actually exist and what
educational needs and goals are desireable for Indian students,
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

s .

Similar to schools everywhere in the United States, the
-two schools on thz Hoopa Indian Reservation have their share
of problems, the most evident of which are little parental involve~
ment in school matters, lack of communication between the schools
and the home, disagreement over curriculum, lack of supplies and
equipment, insufficient number of textbooks, and student discip-
linary problems,

In addition to these widely occurring educational problems,
there are problems typical of public schools on Indian reservations,
such as peor communication between the Tribal Council and the
school, white teachers who are unaware of or have littie interest
in the Indian culture or lack the skill to deal with it, high
teacher turnover rate, and a nigh absentecism rate.

There are also problems largely unique to public schools
located on Indian reservations with Indian and White children in
attendance. For example, charges that teachers favor White chil-
dren; reluctance to include courses in the curriculum that cater
specifically to either Indian children or White chi ldreny and a
tendency to scapegoat the school if either group of children fail
to achieve as well as the other, dropout faster than the other,
or require disciplinary measures more often thah the other.

Finally, there are problems effecting educatinn that relate
specitically to this particular reservation because of its geo-
graphical, social, political, and economiccharacter. Noteworthy
here would be the fact that ninety-five per cent of the students
have to be bussed, thus curtailing an effective after-school
activity program. There is a lack of community agencies capable
of augmenting the efforts of the school. There are also few stores
and shops, no sanitation district, no fire protection district,
and very few youth organizations. Unemployment is a most serious
problem and remains a constant threat due to the single~industry
nature of the area, Complex problems also emanate from confusion
over the question of spheres of responsibility assigned to or as-
sumed by the Federa! Government, Tribal Council, state, county, and
the local schooi district.

The Hoopa schools have come a long way from the pre-1930
"shame for being an Indian" educational philosophy. Today, a
substantial public educational system exists on the reservation
with many outstanding favorable factors evident:

s
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& s The schoocls are completely integrated and show v’
no evidence of discrimination.

2. The -students accept each other, drawing no
social barriers based on racfal background,

Js Age excel lent nucleus of teachers exists, balanced
in age and {ncreasingly aware of the unfque probiems
confronting public schools on an Indian reservation,

4, The principats and the superintendent Justly enjoy
the respect of their teachers and the parents. They
engourage |{nnovation and work hard to tmprove edu-
cation in the Hoopa schools.

S5¢ An active Board of Trustees §s sensftive t¢ the
complex problems of the district¥s schools and re-
ceptive to innovative proposais of professional edue
cators.

6. The Tribal Councit ts concerned about education
of Indian children and has created a Committee on
Education, The Councii and the schools are beginning
to come together to discuss probliems of the schools
on the reservation,

Ts The schools are recognized by the people ag the
bulwark of the community, reaching beyond education
of the young and opening thelr doors to public
meetings, Indian meetings, and community social
events, ‘

8. The parents recognize the {mportance of education,

9; The studants recognize the tmportance of education,
Twelve of the twenty=four graduating Indians tn the
1969 class have enrolled in college,

It §s8 difficult to understand why the WASC evaluation ree-
ports cmitted any reference to the mixed Indfian and White student
body, especially since the teachers, staff, administrators, students,
parents, and the Board constantly talk about the mixture, If
either Indfan or White cnildren were the target of discrimination,
or {f school achievement of one group were markedly out of line
wfth the other, then one might be suspicious of the motfvation
behind the omissions Since this is cle=rly not the case, 8nd In
view of the fact that tnterview and questionnafre data indtcated
that teachers, students, and parents are desirous of the school
offering Indtan history and culture, then an open, forceful, and
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proud philosophical stance reflecting the fact the Hoopa
student body s Indian and non-Indfan shouid be assumed,

A similar argument can be mustered against the Board®s
position that schools in the district must serve all children and
not design a curriculum or establish goals spectfically for
Indian or noneIndian chilidren,

With this thinking the Board is apperently equating the
teaching of Indian history and culture with the notfon that this
somehow would not be fatr to the non-Indfan children, The fact
s, every chiid going to school in an area rich with an Indian
history stands to gai{n by learning that history. If there i
anything td the belief that schoolc should reflect the iocal culture
of which they are a part, then here f{e concrete justification,

o
‘-‘{gsf -
.
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HOOPA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF AlLL STUDENTS CHECKING OUT °

NE THE HINK SCUNNE FNR THE DAQT Twn VEARRQ
we ® % itun 184 \ NS ¢ i.fvocvv- 3 WwWe\n ¢ oW 8 TNy v MW S Wp¥ Ve VG

(GRADES 7«12; OCTOBER 1968 )*

1967-68 School Year )

it3 students left school . )

69 transferred to another school (19 Indian, 50 moneIndian)
26 dropouts (for reasons unknown) (16 Indfan, $10 non~indian)

2 expelled (! Indian) )
3 went to work (1 Incfan) '

‘5 got married

2 got marrfed hut went to adult education and graduated (! Indtan)
4 dropped out due to pregnancy (I Indian)

2 for health reasone (| Indian)

Total Dropoutss 2! Indian
_%% non=Indian

1966-1967 Schoo! Year
178 students left school

104 transferred to another school (22 Indian, 82 non<Indian)
39 dropouts (for reasons unknown) (20 Indian, {9 non-Indian)
5 expelled (3 Indfan, 2 noneIndian)
9 went to work
i got marrfed {3 Indian, 8 non-Indian)
E dropped out due to pregnancy
{
2
¢

heaith reasons (2 Indian)
death

Joined armed forces (! Indfan)
mideyear graduate

. Tota{ Dropoutst 29 Indfan

_%2 non=Indian

1968=1969 (tg9 date)

I« students left school

dropped out (2 Indfan, 3 non-Indfan)
got marr{ed i

=2
\r',.
Fie

4
g transferred to another schoof (2 Indtan, 6 non=Indtan)
|

SR g

®8ourcaet Principal?s Office, Moopa Valley High School.
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