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FOREWORD

PROJECT DESIGN (Inter-Agency Planning for Urban Educational Needs)
was organized as a two-year project to develop a comprehensive
long-range master plan of education for the Fresno City Unified
School District in California.

This project vas conceived by school leadership to bring under
one umbrella current major problems of the schools, the relation-
ship of the schools to the broader community, the impact of
educational change now occurring throughout the nation, and a
fresh view of the educational needs, goals and aspirations of
our youth and adults. The ultimate purpose of the project is
to weld into an integrated plan the best use of available
resources to meet the totality of current and projected needs
according to their rational priorities.

The United States Office of Education funded the proposal as an
exemplary Title III project, recognizing the urgency for develop-
ing better planning processes for urban school systems. The
first year of this project was organized to assess current and
projected educational needs in the urban area served by the
Fresno City Schools. Planning procedures will be carried out
in the second project year.

A major dimension of the Needs Assessment is an analysis of
educational and urban factors by a Task Force of specialists.
This report is one of the Task Force Needs Assessment publica-
tion series. See the next page for the complete list of project
Needs Assessment publication.
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INITIAL CHARGE

The task given me was to assess the English Language Arts
Program of the Fresno School District, Kindergarten through the 12th

grade.

EMRIIENTAL DESIGN

To assess the English language arts curriculum three research
tools were devised and utilized:

1. Interview schedule
2. Linguistic inventory
3. Linguistic analysis of student composition

The interview schedule was used to interview:
1. District personnel (3)
2. District principals (12)
3. District teachers (25)

Schools visited were selected to represent varied socio-economic and
racial groups. (See list in methodology detail section.)

The linguistic inventory was administered by mail to seventy-
five randomly selected teachers representing elementary, junior high,
and senior high school teachers.

The composition study was carried out in six schools--three
elementary and three high schools, each representing a different socio=
economic and racial grouping of students.

Other sources of data include:

1. Classroom visitation
At least one classroom visitation was made in
each of the grade levels K-12

2. Examination of district documents
Elementary course of study
Junior high and high school courses of study
Official publication in the area of creative writing.
Various documents and publications provided by individual

schools

3. Examination of documents provided by Project Design



MAJOR CONCLUSIONS

The following are the major conclusions stemming from my
assessment of the English language arts:

The Fresno School District is not at the present time providing

and adequate program in the English language arts area for the

Negro and Mexican-American student.

The Fresno School District is not at the present time providing

an adequate scope and sequence in the English language arts,

Kindergarten through twelfth grades.

The Fresno School District is not at the present time providing

the educational leadership to prepare its teachers to teach the

"NEW English."

The Fresno School District is not at the present time providing

adequate assessment of the English language arcs program.
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c
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c
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b
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c
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p
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b
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P
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c
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c
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c
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c
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p
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p
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c
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p
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c
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c
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p
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c
t
i
o
n

a
.

P
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i
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c
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c
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b
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c
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c
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HISTORICAL DETAIL

The most important single historical detail is the "New
English" with the new texts and the new state framework. These
recent developments have and will continue to have profound effects
on the English language arts curriculum. They involve a new way
of looking at the English language arts curriculum, a new content
with nevi terminology and, finally, a nor approach to method.

The following

METHOEOLOGY DETAIL

schools were visited:

ElementarL Junior High Schools

Calwa
Carver
Columbia
Ewing
Mallock
Easterby
Ericson
Hollan

Sequoia
Tioga

Senior High Schools

Edison
Hoover
Roosevelt

The following people were interviewed:

la.s. Ann Charles, English Coordinator
Mrs. Marybelle Maxwell, Director of In-service Education
Mr. Wallace Hallberg, Administrator of Instructional Services
Mrs. Marion Bue, Resource Teacher, Edison High School
Mr. Charles Lynes, Chairman, English Department, Edison High School
Mrs. Lucille Contor, Chairman, English DepartmenG, Hoover agh

School
Twelve principals

Twenty-five. classroom teachers

Interview Schedule:

Teaching Practices in the English Language Arts
The following questions were asked:
What proportion of your class week is devoted to--

Oral Activities
Listening
'Jriting (not handwriting)
Literature

How often do you have students write- -
Once a day?
Once a week?
2 -) Limes a week?

18
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Do you teach poetry--
appreciation?
composition?

'ghat kind of poetry have your students written this year?

Have you had any work with thenNew Onglish?li
A college course in linguistics?
An in-service session?

how long was this session?
Television series?

specify
Other?

Do you regular-4 use the district course of study in
the English language arts?

What types of media have you used this year?

Linguistic Analysis of Student Composition:
Three fifth grade classes were selected to provide

the following representation:
(1) High percentage of Negro students

(2) High percentage of Nexican-American students
(3) High percentage of Caucasian students

Three tenth grade classes were selected to provide the
same representation as above at the secondary level.

A "Story Starter" was provided for use by the teacher in
motivating student writing. Each student completed the composition
in class, that is, within one class period (40 minutes).

"It was a dark and stormy night when I

Linguistic Inventory:
This inventory was sent to seventy-five teachers utilizing

the following breakdown:

54 randomly selected fifth grade teachers
17 randomly selected English teachers, one from each junior
high in the district

7 randomly selected English teachers, one from each senior high
in the district

(See attached sheet, Appendix A.)

Limitations - -One of the severest limitations was that of time.
I was hired very late in May and since school was out the first
week of June there was little time to probe as deeply as one might

wish.
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mother limitation was the lack of test data available to the
author. The Fresno district is not apparently in the habit of
providing comparative test scores between schools. Further there isn't
very much test information available in the English Language
Arts area.

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS

The writer feels strongly that the Fresno School District
is not providing an adequate-educational program in the English
language arts for minority students. There is no easy solution or
answer but it is suggest that the Brn-keley Plan be studied as
one way of providing for better educational opportunities for the
disadvantaged child.

There is a great deal of evidence (see Coleman Report) to
substantiate the fact that disadvantaged youngsters have their
intellectual achievement increased (particularly in the ihglish
language arts area) when they are in schools with middle class
youngsters. Further the research indicates no drop in the
achievement of middle class youngsters.

In many mays school districts like Fresno haven't moved much
since 199.1. Great masses of Negroes and ilexican-Americans are
still condemned to racially segregated schools. Possibly the
Fxesno District should carefully read and study the recent South
Holland, Illinois court decision.

Since nine out of fourteen schools affected by the Field Act
have minority populations greater than the percentage of minority
groups members in the district as a whole, the replacing of these
buildings would give the district a dramatic opportunity to improve
the education of minority groups in Fresno.

If the Fresno district does not see fit to desegregate the
school facilities then it must mount a great and total effort to
provide the kind of education in the English language arts that mill
enable minority group youngsters to achieve at grade level or above
in order to take their place in American society.

The Fresno School District needs to greatly expand its in-service
program in the English area. The teachers need and deserve help.
Further the district should immediately embark on a program to develop
a course of study in the 0ngIish language arts, kindergarten througu
twelfth trade. The present elementary course of study is so oub-of-
date that it would be a waste of time to revise it. I 1,-;1.ieve these
two jobs can be carried out at the same time to tho advantage of
everyone concerned.
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Appendix A

Project Design

LDGUISTIC IN17NITORY

Dr. Sidney W. Tiedt

Please answer the following questions without referring to texts or
colleagues. We are trying to determine whether teachers in the district
are prepared to teach the "New English." You have been selected as
part of the test sample. No names or schools are being recorded, so
your answers will in no way reflect as you as an individual.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Circle the right answer:
1. An example of a determiner:

a. bright
b. several
c. than
d. eery

2. In the sentence "An apple is good to eat." the noun phrase is:

a. a proper noun
b. an adjective plus a pronoun
c. an indefinite pronoun
d. a determiner plus a common noun

7,-

3. A grapheme is:

a. a unit of speech sound
b. the smallest meaningful unit in a language
c. the study of the structure of language
d. the spelling of a phoneme

4. The following words--very, rather, quite--are called:

a. adjectives
b. intensifiers
c. determiners
d. indefinites

5. Grammar is defined by linguists as:

a. the best usage in a community
b. parts of speech in a sentence
c. the way a language works
d. the way a we punctuate sentences

6. One or more letters between slant lines,/p/, indicates a:

a. phoneme
b. grapheme
c. morepheme
d. bagmemo

22



7. Select the kernel sentence.

a. Are you tired?
b. Yes, I am.
c. This is a pencil.
d. His pencil is red.

8. An example of a model:

a. very
b. shall
c. often
d. sometimes

Indicate the answer for the following general questions:

9. Have you had any work in linguistics or the 'New English?

college course
district workshop
insitute
other in-service meetings
any other

10. Do you feel adequately prepared to teach the "New English"?

Yes
No

Remarks:
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TF 11 Language

MAJOR CONCLUSIONS IDENTIFIED BY PROJECT STAFF

TF- 1. There is no provision for educational leadership to prepare
teachers to teach the Mew English."

TF- 2. At the present time there is no provision for adequate
assessment of the English language arts program.

TF- 3. There is a need to desegregate the school facilities.

TF- 4. A need exists to mount a great and total effort to provide
English language arts education that enables minority group
youngsters to achieve at er above grade level.

TF- 5. Expand the in-service program in the English area.

TF- 6. Develop a course of study in English language arts grades
K-12.

TF- 7. There is a need for more recognition of the younsterst
efforts in language arts such as creativity festivals,
student magazines, public appearances, etc.

TF- 8. More attention needs to be placed on teaching grammar
inductively rather than deductively.

TF- 9. There is a need for some senior high teachers to provide
more information on how our language works by teaching about
the different grammars and how they approach the study of
language.

TF- 10. There should be libraries in all elementary schools, staffed
with full-time librarians.

TF- 11. There is a need for all teachers to have some knowledge of
dialects and their importance.

TF- 12. Poets should be brought into the classroom to counteract the
feminization of poetry in schools.


