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The Expanded Language Arts program aimed to increase

the basic language skills cf educationally disadvantaged children by
decreasing class size and improving instructional materials. Students
were drawn from a lcw income inner-city area of Buffalo and ranged in
age from 11 to 192 vears (grades 7-12). Fifty percent of the students
spoke a Southern rural dialect, 20 percent spoke Italian in the hone,
and 1 percent spoke Sranish in the home. language arts classroons
were used as laboratories for the teaching of writing. Electronic
recording and playback equipment were used to improve oral language
skills. Lists cf hooks, magazines, and audiovisual materials are
included. In 1966-67, two standard achievement tests were used: the
California language Test, Junior High and Advanced levels, Forms W
and X, and the Sequential Tests of Educational Progress (STEP),
Levels 2 and 3, Forms A and B. Anecdotal comments rather than test
data were gathered for 1967-68. Test scores for 1968-69 have not yet
been compiled. The 1966-67 test data, however, showed that six to
fifteen mean months of gain were registered. (KG)
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FOREWORD

This project report is part of an independent study of selected
exemplary programs for the education of disadvantaged children
completsd by the American Institutes for Research in the

Behavioral Sciences, Palo Alto, Calif., under contract with the

U.S. Office of Education.

The researchers report this project significantly improved the

S8R PR HEER O el A A TG A A Lk

educational attainment of the disadvantaged children involved.
Other communities, in reviewing the educational needs of the
disadvantaged youngsters they serve, may wish to use this

Project as a model ~ adapting it to their specific requirements

and resources.
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- EXPANDED LANGUAGE ARTS
C BUFFALO NEW Y()RK

Introduction
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The purpose 'of the Expanded Language Arts Program was to 1ncrease the
basic language skills of educationally d1sadvantaged children by decreasing'
class size and improving instructional materials.

The students were educationally disadvantaged seventh -through twélfth
graders enrolled 1n target-area schools in Buffalo, New York, . They ranged
in age from 11 to 19 yedrs and came friom heterogeneous 1nner-city neighbor-
hoods in which the occupations of heads of fam111es var1ed from unskilled
to professional W1th some rcce1v1ng welfare. Fift percent of the students
spoke a Southern faral dialect, 20% spoke Italian in the’ "hoine, and about "

17 spoke Spanish in the home. The remaining students spoke.standard.
English. : A T SN

PrOJect chlldren Were selected’ by the’ hlgh school guidance counselors.
Their classroom’ grades and scores on readlng tests’ and the Engllsh
departmental examinations were used as a basis for selection. Eightyhfive
percent: of the students.chosen were achieving in, the lower third.of their
class. The remainder were drawn from amiddle ability group. . -

- .The program began in February of.the 1965-66: school year, - It took -
place in-four public: and two parochial high. schools. During. that year.
2,871 children were involved, many' foronly.a 6-week period.-- In- 1966-67 . .-
and 1967-68: the program operated for the whole school year. One additional ..
public school joined the program... The number of participating.students'.
dropped to 1,884 in 1966-67, since the 6-week revolving plan was replaced
by a full year's class-with pupils who remaimed all year. In 1967-68,,due
to a change in'funding, the parochial 'schools. had to be dropped and the.:
total parttciparing ctudents became 1 626 in. number. N QL

Y N '

‘An! evaluation of the 1966-67 progrdm showed proJect pupils gained -
9 months in language achievement during the 7 months between testings..
The California Language Test was used in the evaluation.. . S S

Personnel

E R A A i P i T » A i T
. ’ZV\:' e ..»: Sy

A, Project Administrator

: . . XU BV AN ot L e iR |

The auministrator was responsible for staffing, program plannlng, e

coordination of the project with thé regular English program, supervision '
of teachers, and in-service training.

‘2
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B. Teachers

There were 20 full-time teachers in the program, 6 males and 14 females.
All were certified by the Buffalo Board of Education,* but only two had
relevant experience before joining the program.

The teachers were assigned to secondary schools in the target zrea on
the basis of one project teacher. for every.three. regular language arts
teachers. They were assigned small groups averaglng "ten pupils, for whom
they provided a highly individualized' program of instruction.

C. Clerk
.‘_{ 03

There was one full-time clerk, who handled all typlng, record keeplng,
and other c1er1ca1 actlvitles related to the program. S
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Meﬂhodology: General )
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The objectlves of the Expanded Laneuage Arts Progra ‘were.

A To’ effect an Jmproved teather-pupll ratlo 1n language arts

DT

classes through the addltlon of teachers to each school faculty.,

B. Tolconvert each Janguage arts: classroom 1nto a-wvirtuaal-: . - e
laboratory for the teaching of writing. . "y

C.. To effect an improvement in the oral 1anguage skills of ,
educatlonally deprlved chlldren through the 1ncreased use of e1ectron1c o
recordlng and playback equlpment. f“ - o

. N .. - 4. L= N
I R I SR RS S 1Y iy Yo

D~ 'To® prov1de for tloser superv1sion of the- 1anguage*arts program*"' v
in educationally deprived areas.. (Clapp, 1966, pi.1) & “.vite=o o oo

The students” participating in the program:were assigned: to small groups
(averaging 10/pupils) - for insStruction in language arts: -These. classes:were !
taught” by~ teachers hired.for:-the program:. -Thus, the size of:the regular /.7 ..
English classes was  reduced;: although the effect:of this.onthe performahce 5,
of students dnc these: classes:was mot- evaluated: .. . . o han e Tanin s jifey

HES e AR i o0 oy SN TRRE S oAt 'i“u,..g. a3 boa: b

The progfam emphasized provrdlng each pupil with.as»much practicefdn &
speaking and writing:'as possible. .Preject teachers were free:to:select’
their own specific lesson topics.and techniques,’ but: they'wereuencouragedf.wu
to use a maximum amount of small group and individual instruction. Activities
were designed.to be relevant, to.the pupils?!- life situations.:,Very' little time
was devoted to.the formal study of grammar and:punctuation., :These topics: .
were treated only incidentally as part of the study of clarity’ ofiexpression:’

i,)t'l‘(

*Buffalo certification is by examination. All applicants must have a‘°
college degree in the teaching area, but hours of credlt in education are
not required for beginning as a temporary teacher. ' Those teachers who do
not have ©ducation credits, must take 6 hours of education gourses duripg
each, year unt11 they complete 18 hours in the required courses.

JOLina o v

. . . B ~ -
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The materlals used in the program were' chosen to encourage actlve
; participation in the learnlng process. Comp081tion skills were studied

by examining literary sdmples: of the students' oWwn writing via the over-

: head projector. Tape récorders were used for practicing skills in formal

3 and informal speaking, . Films and filmstrips were used as attention-getters
’ in 1ntroduc1ng new}toplcs.' Textbooks and standard reference books were
presented as composition tools. 1In addition, the magazines and paperback
books used in the program were chosen to provide interest and motivation.

"IJ NY

oAU

A major component‘of this 5rbgram was the closely structured supervision
of teachers. The program was.initiated by a week of .orientation meetings
during which lectures: and discus§ion were held on such.topics as the use of
new materials and 1nd1vidual121ng 1nstructlon., Durlng the .year, in-service
meetings were held once a month to provide an opportunlty ‘to exchange ideas
and to learn the usé of new materials. Special meetihgs were called by the
teachers or, the project admlnlstrato whenever the need arose.  Each teacher ;
also received a weekly visit from the proJect ‘Gdministrator wh1ch 1ﬂ°19§5i'(3
a class observation followed by discussion. In addition to the’ 'schedule of

meetings, curriculum bulletins were sent out once a mopth contarplng helpful

TR NV RPN SR P TPUPPUNIE * SRRy~ 3 4. 17}

information and ideas, for lessons gathered from teachers;*administrators,
M 2 I R
and consultants on tochs related-to~the'program,‘,j*~{é‘;*j*f P
(LR e 3 > i . L A “:,.‘ s.‘” N ~ JA -1 ,..;}
T S T‘~4va R Bt i‘;”L:L\:Ef}G\I?.LBiS 5.
. e TR e
Methodology: Specific Examples -

T L IR SRl JURA PRI PR S T P ROR IEATINPCIRT): S PRI § 7 AN L
A. The following are examples of the types of learning experiénceés wh;ch o

; were provided by the Expanded Language Arts classrooms: -

(BEs

lfd(.)k EALCE SR RPN f, ’ ?x‘(

erting 1nstruct10n concentrated on- eypository'wrlting;sfor‘the?most
part. Students  were, given practice in writing job. appllcatlonsﬂnqoqposlng
persona and hus1ness lettersj?and“eXplalning points"of‘viewt“‘Sp‘ak1ﬂ§5
leseons*were“eﬁuatiy“as"ﬁlactical -~ They- included the“develoﬁnent.‘f N ,
conversatlon skills through the discussion’ of current”"controversial“‘ :
unity issues,'practice in, giv1ng1accurate d1rect10ns, and experience., 5
w1th simulated job interviews,

LES

- .. .. . . U . PO
[P AP I A N AN MRt S .

NN

B. Each Engl1sh teacher in the prOJect«schools was provided with-.a tape,
recorder, a recorc player an overhead"projector, a projec ion*”scre"en,{uJ
portable equipment table, and a lls*enlng unit complete with erght he d\
sets. A collection of 16 records,,8. fllmstrlps ‘and }8 ﬁllmS“were aIs
available to all the Engl1sh ‘teachers in“tbe_project schools."““*"“

m(

DRt IR TSP f
L rare tnalayilyy A et e oblugh iad |
Can i TOplCS such as-thehfolloW1ng @grek}nclude o g o AR !
{ "-.‘l A’.-“'l .,“JJ. R R T LY e-'\;‘.ut“ ~ e ‘ xuil“‘j\ '7‘“'{7- ‘l'.‘ i
Records 2 WTuliys Caesar® C o ;~‘Maf10 : §ocie vk s E .
I Encycloped;a Britannica , E
Wllmette, Illino1S”fJ“"f “%r .
" \a ATy 0y 3
"Early American Ballads" " ‘”Folkways/Scholastic<Records g
STRIPI d;o) v Ehgdewdod,Gllﬁﬁs_cNew JbrSey E
| REFYE] !l 1 t'
; "The Changing Engli h’ gq1kways/8cholastic Recor 5
5 Language" v Englewoo .%11f£s-- eW*Jersey
S I |
| NET TN AR P SPT M “!4701’ TQ i*"u /.
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Filmstrips - "Steps in Building . Society for Visual Education

J

a Paragraph" , Chigégb,“Il%inois |
"Myths and Legends . Eye Gate House, Inc. -
of Ancient Rome" Jamaica, New York - : -
"Understanding Poetry McGraw-Hill Text Films
Series" - | ' New York City, New York
Films - "Word Building in ~ Coronet Films
Our Language" .. Chicago, Illinois
"Ways to Better .. Coronet Films . .
Conversation" -+ -Chicago, Illinois
"Writing a Good ' Coronet Films
- Paragraph" - | . Chicago, Illinois

i
¥ H

C. Each project and regular English Eeééﬁéi‘receivéd,pneﬁcoé&}pf qhg
following bocks: ' ! ‘ SRR
"PRQgef’é Thesaurus (EVeryman) a '1”; R o

Warriner's English Grammar and Composition (Harcourt, Brace and World)

—

Bartlett's Familiar Quotations (Little, Brown, and Company)
Language Programs for the Disadvantaged (National Council of Teachers
of English) -

g

D. Oral language laboratory teachers received publications such as the
following: =~ - o ' ‘ -ZL:J- o 7t';
Social Dialects and Language Learning (Na;ional\qupgil of Teachers
of Eaglish) T T TR
Non-Standard Speech and ‘the:Teachink of En lish’ (Applied Linguistics) {
Pattern Practice in the Teachin of Standard English to Students with -
a Non-standard Dialect (Teachers College, Col’i’l;!‘ll?‘ia‘:iUrji:}.'\'}er‘si’ty‘)‘ |

Y7

E. The following books, magazines, transparencies, etc., Were  also orderéd
for use in each classroom: ‘ Coe .-

Webster's' Seventh New Collegidte Dictiohiary (G. & C. 'Merriam Co.)
Learﬁiﬁngdur’Léﬁguagq’(Folletﬁ)‘ o e

Gateway' Series (Maémillafn) - R o

On Tatget, Top Flight, Best: TV Plays (Sdbbiasgicfqulidatioﬁs)
The Galaxy Series (Scott Foresman) = o o o
New Worlds of Litevature (Harcourt, Brace and World)

SRA Contemporary Composition Trans aréncies (Science' Research Associates)
Creative Writing Transparencies (EAV, Pleasantville, New York)
Scope Magazine (Scholastic Publications) Vot
Scope Skill Books '{Scholastic)
16 paperback books, such as:
.The Family Nobody Wanted by Doss..(Scholastic) , - -
Lilies of :the Field. : by Barrett (Scholastic)
A Separate Peace.by Knowles (Bantam) s
The Venetian Affair by MacInnes (Crest) '”"rug".
The Pearl (Viking Press) oo
The Red Pony (Viking Press)
A Bell for Adano by Hersey (Bantam)




Evaluation

‘.

A, Measures of Achievement | ) ) S

) t ) o o ;

No objective evaluation was made of the initial half year of the
project (February to June, 1966) , which was devoted to the organlzatlon
and administration details necessary to put the program in operation.

In 1966- 67 two standardized achlevement tests were admlnlstered as
pre- and posttests.~ These were the Ca11forn1a Language Test, Junlor ngh
and Advanced Levels, Forms$ W and X, and the Sequentlal Tests of Educatlonal
Progress’ STEP) Levels 2 and 3, Forms ‘A" 33d 'B. y o

The tests were administered by the precject teachers to all pupils who
were in attendance on the. testing dates. ~The,pretest was administered in
October and the posttest in May. N T P

b Y

,. . + -~

The prOJeCt students made essent1a11y no ga1n on the STEP in the seven
months from pre- to . posttest. The teachers -felt.that this .test was too
dlfflcult for the students and, as-a result, that their motivation to do
well was. very low..>‘ :

, . P s IRV

Gains were made, however, on the Callfornla Language Test. A total
of 1,268 of-the:1,884 registered pupils wererpresent-at both pre-~:-and
posttestlngs. -Table 1- shows-the mean gainsin’ terms of grade: equivalents
for an unblased ‘samplc of 612 pupils; who comprised. the set of raw:data.on
hand 1n_May of 1969. . At least one class- fromieach’ .of the 20 teachers:is
represented., .- . . ., S VU E U . Lol La0t

N . N . N E N - N i 1 bl
RO S N T S A A T . S - e s

TABLE 1 . .+, .-

Average Language Gains in Grade Equivalents
for Pupils in the Expanded Language Arts Program 1966-67

Sample Registered

Pretest Posttest

R L
piedi o S

Mean Months of Gain

GPdde ' N N ‘Medn Mean B }n 7 Munths _
v T 78 361 5.3. .. 5. 9 . T 6 a4
8 74 308 5.9 6.5 6 e,
9 202 423 9.6 10.4 8
1050y 22 0, 293 8.6 .- 10. 1-«\'LA,3. ?.15. )
11 ;- 98, 268 - 8.8 0100245, . i VSRR
12,0 86, ... 231 10.2 w'l*rg“ ;-.‘iﬁu ”/u8v: SR ¥
610 1,884
i L A I
{0 FRE :
‘ > SOF T i 3

IS
Yo

NS

' Ty a7 PERAS R LD s

As can be seen from the table, the mzan. gains;for the total: sample for

goades 9 through 12, ixrepresenting 65% of the registered pupils, were greater

than the time between-testings.

t -
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No test data were collected in 1967-68. Evaluation that yéar“ﬁaé'iﬁ
terms of anecdotal statements from teachers and pupils. Results from the

1968-69 school year had not been collected at the time that this report
was cpmpileg;
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B.” 'Other Evaluation Igg;ces

One other non-standardized test was used to assess achievement gains

of prégram students. This consisted of comparisons by the Project.

) - ~ b . . . o - . . o * + ° .
Administ¥ator of samples of the students' writing ability.. Two . compositions
'by each student, one from the, beginning ard one from the end of the semester,

3 " ' 4 g , . P s, .
- were compared at the end of each semester. The results were summarized as
E follows: L . : .. , : ‘
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3 133z i2More than any-other ‘impression:-gained-from 'the”samples = -

2 was the indication that the students had been mdtivated tb?
- think and to express their thoughts effectively in writing.
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% 2. Report&-were received that®boys and girls who hid written™ -
o . e e . el Lo sl L2 Tyt g
-© very'little and who‘seldom responded in regulatr classes ierd B - -°

trying hard and were producing written work of which they“and“~ ="
their teachers felt proud [Clapp, 1967, p. 14].
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; “Besides these-:evaluations of cognitive achievement, attitudinal:measures
E were usedvas.well. Principals evaluatéd the’program, in-general, and  thé
2 projeétiteachers-in particul@f. Most: prideipais-and teachers vare in favor
- of®retaining and-expanding-the:program. Teachers'-answers to a"survey - “

showed a wide acceptance of the audio-visual aids and other neWi"materials
and equipment supplied by the program. Students were polled for their

opinions about the program. They especially enjoyed the individual attention
made possible by smaller classes. ‘' = ©
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Y ¥;§;ﬁ;fgiug)1/2 yéapéiof'the program (Febrdary 1966 through June. 1968) biE
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1968 the cost of operating the program was taken ‘over by the New York State 2-*mf
Urban Aid Fund. "o e : ) .
o & .5 '0- & (;f’ . i -3
3 The total operating cost for the most recent school year (1967-68) was b
1 $217,878 for 1,500 students, yielding a per pupil cost of $145.50. 'The main D
sources of -expenditure for that yeatr-:an be broken .down as.’follows: " %ﬂ
a .. .-.—..Salaries of Administrator, Clerks, and_Teachers. — - ...8147.,785 . .. | X
. Office Equipment and Supplies 500 | -
3 Staff Transportation and Conference Travel 497 ‘
; Teaching Equipment, Supplies aund Materials 12,402 .
v % .liRetirement -~ 'Teachews-andCivil -Servicé @ = = "ot < 807658 :

d.de 1™ Social-Sécurity, Insurance, Workmen's Cﬁmpénsaﬁieﬁi e tjz 501
e "Total !¢ 304343
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In addition to the yearly operating cost, a total of $55,855 was spent
on teaching supplies and equipment when the program started.” '~ .- ‘.z ..
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Modifications and Suggestions
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The prcject administrator suggested the following alferatlons 1n the
existing program: S i

A. The addition of a reading development program compltet° with the
necessary personnel to supply in-service training and consulLatlon.

.1. By

B. A drive to increase parent involvement through personal invifétions
to attend classes.
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C. More in-service training devoted to methods of 1nd1V1dua112at10n,
a technique which has proven difficult for some teachers. - ** - %

P

D. A thorough examination of the appropriadteness of ‘the materials
used in the program.
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Dr. Joseph Manch

Superintendent of Schools : : L et
712 City Hall - S
Buffalo, New York 14202 . _ . L .
(716) 842-4646 S L
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Director of Language Arts .- : : , B R P
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Mr. Edwin A. Heintz
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