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Hew York City

The program began in February 1963 with 110 tutors
and 330 futees in 9 Homework Helper centzrs. Approx-
imately 100 centers, serving 1,500 tutors ani k,500
tutees, annually had been established by spring

1969. (®2)

Tgtors: 10th, 11th, and 12th-grade students from local
high schools, and some students from nearby colleges.
Tutees: tth, 5th, and 6th-grade pupils functioning
below grade level; a few centers serve failing junior
high school students; there are currently 10 centers
with programs for senior high school students.

Each center is administered by 1 regulariy licensed
master teacher and 1 to 3 schcol aides. The center
staff is responsible t0 an area coordinator (1 For
each participating school district) who is responsible
in turn to the district superintendent.

Each center is located in an elementary school and
uses 2 or more of its regular classrooms and in some
cases, its library and laboratory facilities. A wide
range of reading and mathematics materials is available
to the tutors.
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Descripiion of Activilies:

The Eomewor: Helper Pregrar (HEP) features "ihe training and evploj-ent of indigencus
high schcol and coliege youngsiers o serve as tutors for youmger ckildren in ihe
disadvantaged areas of liew York City.” {R1,p.1) IHP serves tcih tuiors and tutees

in several ways. Fayrernt to the tufors of §1.50-$2.C0 an kcur ray enable ther io
remein in school. The ifuiorial experience may rmoeiivaie ther icward irproved acadermic
ach.everent and the choice of a career in teaching. Anoilher ccpecmitant is the
oppcriumity for the tutor to experience "suceess.” Tutees tenefii by receiving in-
dividuzl help in basic skill improversnt and study habiis, and by the oproriwmily o
identify with a pcsitive role rodel offered by the iufor.

Tutors are recormrerded uy thei. guidance counselors and seiecied by such crijeria as
atiendance records, parental permission, repori card marks, and gecgraphic proximity
t0 the tutoring cenmter. Applicanis may also te screened and referred by the local
Cormmity Acticn Agency. Tuiees are chcesen by their teachers cn the basis of reading
retardaiion and evidence of need to develop independeni work habits and siuady skilis.

-~

ting schools Moaday througi: Thursday fron 3 to 5 P.M. The master teacher isgins and
guides the tutors and acits as liaiscn between tutors and classroom teachers. Tutors
receive 2 weeks of orientation and coniinuvation training twice a month. A speciaily
prepared manual provides guidelines for tutoring techniques and development of rap-
port with tutees. (B2) Pupils work on a cpe-to-one basis with their tutors for 2-
hour sessions twice a week. Typically, the sessions begin with a snack and brief
chat. Then comes a LO-minute periocd of help in understanding homework assignwents
and improving study skills. The next 30 or U0 minutes are devoted to reading cr
other academic subjects, using specially purchased materials. Creative and re-
creational activities of various kinds compliete the sessions.

Under the direction of a masier teacher, tutorial classes are held in the participa-

Originally developed by Mobilization for Youth and the Board of Education, the HHP
was decentraiized in 1967 with support from ESEA Title I funds. The program ncw
operates in 10 New York City schooi districiz mmder the jurisdicticn of the local
district suverintendents. A Board of Education HHP Tultorial Assistance Center was
established to aid in planning the decentiralized programs., and to help in the
training of professional and paraprofessional stafis and in the preparation of
materials. This Center also disseminates information about successful tutorial

techniques.

From 1064 through 1969 morning summer programs were in operation.




- et T e sl
e ——r A — . ottt et

Evaluation:

fn evaluaticn of HHP in iis Tirst year of cperaiticn reasured the effect of titorial
Services cn boith Tupils and tuiors. (R3) The experirental design was based cn
assessing the effects of the 2-hcur and L-hcyur tuicring sessicns per week. 4An ex~
perirental group of 365 Lth and S5tk grade Tuoiis and a centrol group of 157 were
pre-and-posttested witk the Wew York Tests of Growih in Reading, ILevel C, Form 1.
During the 5 mcnth geriod between testings only the L-hour tutees showed significant
geins of 6 menths in reading scores. The combrol group gained 34 menths. Covar-
iance analysis showed that “tutorial assistance results in significant reading im-
Drovereni providing that the assistance is given as often as b hours a yeek for a
period of 26 weeks."” (R3,p.17)

A similar design was used to measure effects on reading sccres of tutors, as measured
by the Advanced Level of the Towa Silent Reading Tests (Revised New Edition). #n
experizental group of 97 was compared with a control group of 57. The experimental
group showed a reading gain of 1.7 years.

Pupil attendance has been over 80% and tutor atiendance , 90%.

Tn 1969, Evaluations of HHP in 2 school districts were prepared under the auspices of
F¥ordham University's Scheol of Education. (R4,R5) Both studies are based on inter-
views, observations, and questionnaire surveys. Both note numerous positive features
of the program. Each study reccrmended the continuation, further improvement, and
expansion of HHP which, it is fel: > is meeting its objectives. One evaluaiion

points out that the “greatest wealmess” in the District ik Program was a failure of
cormunication between HHP and the Payroll division of the Board of Education. Pay-
roll checks for the high school titors were constantly missing, made out incorrectly,
or delayed as much as 5 months. This situation was given as the reason for leaving
by 2L, of the tutors who did so. (R5,0.7)

The city-wide coordinator indicated that there will be regular annual evaluations of
HHP by the local districts, as required by Title 1I.

Budget:

Tae program, funded under ESEA Title T was decentralized in 1967 and is now under the
Jurisdiction of the loeal school superintendents who have their own local budgets.

The total expenditure for 1968/69 was approximately $1,200,000. According to the
citywide coordinator, the following costs were covered by this amount: payment of $1.50
to $2.00 per hour to 1,500 tutors; salaries for 100 master teachers and 100 center
attendants (grade schocl graduates); and supplies. Tne average expenditure per pupil
(ineluding tutors) was $200.
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The Center for Urban Education is an independent nonprofit corporation founded in 1965 under an absolute charter from the
New York State Board of Regents. In June 1966, it was designated a Regional Educational Laboratory under Title IV of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. Under the direction of its Communication Rescurces Committee, the Center
publishes a wide variety of reports, monographs, books and bibliographies, as well as The Urban Review (bimonthly) and The
Center Forum (monthly). A complete list of those items in print is available on request. As a unit of the Communication Resources
Committee, the Program Reference Service identifies, examines, and provides information on programs in grades K-6 which deal
with the problems of urban school systems. Its reports and conspectuses have heen designed to meet the stated needs of school
administrators and other educational decisicn-makers, anc are offer=d as informational aids to effective educational planning. The
development of the Program Reference Service has been made possible by a grant to the Center from the Division of Information

- Technology and Dissemination, Bureau of Research, U.S. Office of Educativn.




