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CHILD A

DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY

A, a boy, was the second born of triplets and the only
one to survive., His birth weight was 2 lbs. 12 oz. He
remained in an incubator with oxygen for two and one-half
months., Periods of apnea and cyanosis are reporteld during
this time, He smiled at six to seven months, sat alone at
fifteen months, and was able to stand holding on at eighteen
months., He was not walking at five and one-half years. At
twenty months he said "Dada' and "no, no".
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At sceventeen months he was hospitalized for diarrhea
and anemia and was given a blood transfusion. Beginning at
nineteen to twenty months he screamed and banged his head
much of the time. He also began having foul smelling, bulky
stools, and stopped talking. He was seen at the University
of Oregon Medical School at age thirty-two months. They
recommended that he be tested for fibrocystic disease of the

pancreas., The records shown no follow-through on the test.
Psychological testing at that time estimated an SQ of 34.

A was the second child in the family. He had a sister
older and one younger, who appeared to be normally developing
children. By the time A was three, both the mother and
father were in poor health, and upon the advice of their
physician decided to place the cnild in the home for retarded
children. Until he could be admitted he was placed in a
nursing home. At age five and one-half his parents applied
for his admission to the Demonstration Program at the Oregon
School for the Blind, after consultation with the doctor
and social worker. They also requested that he remain on
the rolls of the home for the retarded if he failed to make
sufficient progress to be admitted to the schocl classes.

MEDICAL

Fxamination at the University of Oregon Medical School
showed that A had no gross neurological disorder, was blind
due to Retrolental fibroplasia associated with three months
in an incubator, and that he had no light perception (ques-
tionable due to uncooperative attitude), and was severely
retarded, Estimates of intellectual functioning measured
on the Maxfield-Bucholz adaptation for the bplind of the
social maturity scale, show ten months progress, approxi-
mately, during the two year period between tests. The
conclusion of the report reads: "During the present eval-
uation A demonstrated an ability to leave the familiar person
he was with, explore the new environment, and become involved
in his own play, all of which were absent on his yprevious
visit., However, he still has no words for communication,
will not interact with others, has 1little organized play,
and would not part with a goy. He seems to be performing
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most adequately in the areas of eating and locomotion and
most poorly in interaction with others, and communication."

His hearing was tested and considered normal. Speech
therapy was recommended and carried out by students from the
Oregon College of Education, The students were able to be
here for a very brief time and several students did the work
which was not a very satisfactory arrangement.

PERSONAL HYGIENE

A can now wash with help and supervision, push his arms
through sleeves and help in dressing. When he came he could
raise buttocks when being diapered, but this was the only
self-help observed, other than pulling off shoes and zocks,
He can unzip and take off his coat, but cannot start the
zipper or put it on independently. He is partially toilet
trained. (See Appendix D,D-C-2-A

EATING

When A first came he was fed in a high chair. He had
been accustomed to pureed food and could not drink alone from
a cup. He now feeds himself with fork and spoon and drinks
independently. When hungry he will go and sit at the table
expectantly, but he does not ask for food. He sometimes
gets up from his chair and gets another child's food and
%a%eiGig to his own place and eats it. (See Appendix D,
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

A could not walk alone when he came, but could walk on
his toes if held by the hand. He usually scooted around the
floor. Within two months he could walk alone inside the
house, Now he walks and runs independently but needs super-
vision to get to his destination. He has a wide-based gait
and puts his heel down most of the time. He can go in and
out of the house, opening both house and screen door by
turning the handle. He goes up and down stairs if there is
a wall or railing, but still puts both feet on the step.
(See Appendix Dy D-C-29-A

PSYCHOLOGICAL ADJUSTMENT

A was very fearful in new situations but from the first
showed a strong exploratory drive. He is affectionate and
likes to tease. At first his play was solitary in one part
of the house., By the end of the program he made an effort
to join other children, but was not welcomed by them. He
related most strongly to toys or small objects, searching
for the one he wanted, and screaming and banging his head
when frustrated in getting it. He can sometimes be persuaded
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to substitute another object, but not always. He shows

%}i?%§§e appropriately on occasion. (See Appendix D,
-C-20-4A

OBJECT RECOGNITION

Since A has no speech this must be judged by pre-verbal
means. He developed ways of playing with objects that seemed
to indicate that he knew what might be expected of them.,

He put small cans inside larger ones, screwed caps on bottles,
drank out of cups, etc. He could use a bar of soap to wash
his hands, but he also liked to put his foot on it and skate
across the floor. (See Appendix D,

CLASSROOM PERFORMANCE

Because A had no speech and did not function in a group,
he was rarely in a classroom. In the residential situation
staff members and volunteers tried to associate words with
objects, the parts of his body and to teach him to follow
simple commands. He could whistle, play "patty-cake", turn
on or off the light. He used "No" a few times meaningfully,
as when he did not want to go with his parents on one visit,.

RECOMMENDATION FOR PLACEMENT

- 4
Sl od [T

A had shown progress in that he had learned to walk,
feed himself and adjust to new experiences. He had not
progressed sufficiently to be in a classroom. Therefore at
the end of this program he would have to return to the home
for the retarded,

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT UNIVEESITY OF OREGON MEDICAL SCHOOL
December 6, 1966

Child A was referred by the School for the Blind for
an evaluation of his present level of social and intellectual
functioning. He had been seen by Child Psychology two years
ago during his first year in the school's new program for
malti-impaired children. Child A is the sole survivor of
premature triplets and it is thought his blindness resulted
from retrolental fibroplasia. On the previous visit he
obtained a social age of 16 months on the Vineland and a social
age of 22,5 months on the Maxfield-Buchholz adaptation for
the blind. No formal intellectual evaluation could be given.

A was observed as he entered the waiting room with

Mrs. D from the School for the Blind. It was noted that he
was able to immediately leave her and explore the room. He
walked across the room with his arms constantly moving and
soon found a table with some toys. After finding a plastic
pitcher that interested him, he sat on the floor and became
completely absorbed in his play which consisted of mouthing
and banging the toy. D3
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Child A paid no attention to the examiner's entry
into the room and did not respond to a verbal request to come
with him. However, when the examiner firmly took hold of
A's hand and told him to come, he did so without making a
fuss, walked down the hall and was able to seat himself in
o chair once the examiner put his hand on it, A sat in the
chair while exploring the table in front of him. During
this time the examiner attempted to elicit an appropriate
response to a verbal request without success. 4 would not%d
point to parts of his body, give any indication whether he
knew whether he was a boy or girl, or stack blocks., As soon
as A came in contact with the blocks he began putting them
in his mouth and then threw them on the floor. There was no
attempt to use them in an organized way. When given a metal
cup he explored it thoroughly and then seemed to comply with
a request to drink from it. He became very excited when a
bell was rung and he wildly reached out for it. Once the
bell was obtained he became completely absorted in his own
play with the cup and bell and was not even bothered by the
examiner leaving the room.

An interview with Mrs. D confirmed the fact that A does
not use E%I words for verbal communication., This may account
in part, for his lack of social interaction with others.
mhis child's typical response to frugtration was observed
when the cup he was playing with rolled under the table. He
searched for it without success and then broke into a rage
and began screaming. After this he would not let go of the
cup and rather than set it down while taking his coat off,
he pulled the coat off with his teeth. At the end of the
session he wouldn't exchange his toy for a cookie and so it
nad to be taken away forcibly which caused a further outbreak.
No formal IQ testing was done because of this child's

unresponsiveness to commands.

As pant of the interview, the Vineland Social Maturity
Scale and the Maxfield-Buchholz adaptation for the blind
were completed. A received a social age of 33 months on the
blind scale, This indicates approximately 10 months progress
in the last two years. However, the results of the social
maturity scales should be regarded as estimates since there
were some items which the informant was unable to give infor-
mation about and there were some areas where A has had
virtually no opportunity to learn: i,e, using stairs,
buttons, scissors and crayons, oOr unwrapping candy. Also
many things are done for him which are part of the institu-
tion's routine (such as brushing his teeth) which he may be
able to do for himself,

Mrs., D did report that A is able to follow certain
commands when given in the context of the normal routine of
the school: i.e. "Come eat,”" "Come on let's go," "Let's go
change diaper," or "Let's piay with roller skates."
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During the present evaluation A demonstrated an ability
to leave the familiar person he was with, explore the new
environment, and become involved in his own play, all of
which were absent on his previous visit. However, he still
has no words for communication, will not interact with others,
has little organized play, and would not part with a toy.

He seems to be performing most adequately in the areas of
eating and locomotion and most poorly in interaction with
others and communication.

= Russell Jackson, M. S.
g Intern in Medical Psychology

Frederick H. Kanfer, Fh.D.
Professor in Medical Psychology/cw
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CHILD B

DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY

B, a girl, was a full term baby weighing 8 1lbs, 6 02z,
at birth. The pregnancy had been complicated by kidney in-
fection during the first trimester and toxemia during the
third, Forcepts were used during delivery.

B did not cry much until she was a week o0ld and was
usually a "good" baby. ©She smiled at five and one-half
weeks. At six months she began saying "me, ma, ba, da, da."
When B was four months old the maternal grandmother suggested
that there might be something wrong because the baby would
1ie on her back and look up at the ceiling and never make an
attempt to roll over. She could not hold up her head. Her
eyes were still as they had been when she was born, would
waver constantly and would cross. The doctor the parents
consulted told them she was blind and brain damaged and
"that there wasn't anything that could be done for her yet."
(parent's statement) She rolled over at eight months and
sat alone by nine months. ©She finger-fed herself at about
one year., By two years she could stand alone and take a few
steps with help. A brother was born when she was two and
one-half after which she began to improve more rapidly. Her
balance was very poor and she kept falling. She was afraid
of new things, especially fast moving objects and animals.
She seemed to understand what was said to her but dit not
talk plainly. (This was taken from the mother's report.)

MEDICAL

Examination at the University of Oregon Medical School
showed that B, a five year old child with severe visual deficits
and speech retardation, but with no other neurological deficit.
Evaluation at Portland Speech and Hearing showed a 25% 10S8S.
She had repeated ear infectiomns (O0titis media) B had congen-
ital Nystagmas, Distance acuity was estimated to be poor,
near acuity as fair. Psychological evaluation as determined
by the staniard form of the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale,
showed a mild to severe range of retardation with an IQ of
50, (See Appendix D) Social Quotient on the Vineland Social
Maturity Scale was 64. The psychologist said, "Although
visual and hearing deficiencies may handicap her somewhat,
speech difficulties seem most central in lowering her perfor-
mance on intellectual tasks. Despite these intellectual de-
ficits her social development appears encouraging and indi-"

cates that she is a trainable child."

D-6




PERSONAL HYGIENE

B is a day student so that the check sheet in Appendix
D was filled out in part by her mother. B is doing very
well for her age and has been showing progress toward the
more difficult items. When she first came she often wet her
panties but by the end of the program had very few accidents.
She improved in buttoning, zipping, and snaping the fasten-
ings on her clothing,

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

When B entered the program she had a problem of balance.
| She still cannot walk the balance beam well, but has shown

1 much improvement. She can now skip, and jump rope. She
cannot skate as yet. She does her exercises well and will
play games., She is still afraid in the pool but will go in
ﬂiﬁ??&fgtha one-to-one necessary at first. (See Appendix D,

EATING

B had learned to eat well at home and has had little
difficulty. She is well behaved and has shown normal im-
provement. (See Appendix D, D-C-16-B

PSYCHOLOGICAL ADJUSTMENT

B has improved in her adjustment to school and seems
to enjoy being with the group now. BShe is becoming more
self-assertive and now sometimes takes toys away from others.
She tries to carry on conversations both with adults and
other children much more than at the beginning of the program.
She seems to be progressing slowly, but normally. (See D-C-20-B)

OBJECT RECOGNITION

While B cannot name objects so another person c”u
understand her, she seems to have a good understanding of
their use. She is eager to explore and is aware of her
surroundings. She remembers how to use tools such as
scissors better than one would expect since her coordination
is not well developed.

CLASSROOM PERFORMANCE

Learning to listen to stories and records has been one
area in which B has made great improvement. In the beginning
she seemed not to know how to listen or what to listen for,
She is learning to sing also which helps her speak more
clearly. Speech therapy has helped her in forming sounds.

B does well and enjoys art and craft activities and games.
She does less well in academics and requires many repetitions.
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RECOMMENDATION FOR PLACEMENT

The staff felt that B had made good progress. She has
improved greatly in balance and in speech. She seems able
to function in a group. Her academic progress may be slow,

but with practice she should be able to learn many skills.
Her vision seems to be improving and helps her in orienta-
tion and mobility. Pre-primary placement in a school for
the blind here seemed good now with probably a need for
emphasis on prevocational training indicated., She is too
young to make that decision nowo We also felt that she had
made more progress because she was younge

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT UNIVERSITY OF OREGCN MEDICAL SCHOOL
February 28, 1967

Cchild B, age 6 years 7 months, was seen at the request
of the Oregon School for the Blind. B is a day pupil at the
school and has had marked improvement in visual accuity in
the past year. Recent speech and hearing evaluations indi~
cate that she has a 25% hearing loss.

B separated easily from the teacher who accompanied her
nere and entered the testing situation willingly. She did
not hesitate to become involved in the tasks which were pre-
sented her. She spoke very little and was difficult to
understand when she did, As the test items became more
difficult, B tended to look away from the examiner and pay
1little attention to the test materials. Items which require
verbal responses were frequently responded to in this manner.
B appears to be one who relates rather easily to adults and
responds with passive withdrawal only when pushed beyond her
ability level. The results of this evaluation appear to be
a representative sample of what could be obtained from this
child under any other good testing conditions.

The standard form of the Stanford-Binet Imtelligence
Scale was administered to B. She experienced little or no
difficulty with items requiring visual accuity. She was able
to satisfactorily accomplish discrimination of geometric forms
and to identify pictures of objects by their use. Generally,
she had more difficulty on items which require verbal responses.
B was able to satisfactorily complete all test items at the
2 year 6 month level and consistently failed items at the
5 year level and above. She earned a Mental Age of 3 years
7 months which, when compared with her chronological age of
6 years 7 months yields an IQ of 50, Although this score
may be slightly depressed by this child's current hearing and
visual difficulties, this seems to be essentially a valid
estimate of her current intellectual functioning. The results
of this evaluation are consistent with a previous intellectual
evaluation done in March of 1966,

D-8




Information from the Vineland Social Maturity Scale
was obtained from the teacher who brought B to the clinic.
This information yields a Social Age of 4.2 years or a Social

Quotient of 64,

This evaluation indicates that B's intellectual function-
ing is between the ranges of mild and severe retardation.
Although visual and hearing deficiencies may handicap her
somewhat, speech difficulties seem most central in lowering
her performance on iptellectual tasks., Despite these intel-
lectual deficits her social development appears encouraging
and indicates that she is a trainable child.

Steven M., Johnson, M.A.
Intern in Medical Psychology

Tr Frederick H. Kanfer, Ph.D.
£ Professor of Medical Psychology/bec
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