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FOREWORD

In December 1968, Mr. Samuel M. Alexander, Deputy Superintendent of
Public Instruction, realizing the importance of the historical back-
ground relating to building and consolidating of one and two-room
schools in Kentucky, suggested that historical facts be gathered,
compiled and filed for future reference. At Mr. Alexander's sug-
gestion the Bureau of Pupil Personnel Services, Division of Pupil
Personnel Attendance and Accounting, reviewed such publications as
Biennial Reports of Superintendents of Public Instruction, Histor-
ies of Education in Kentucky and various Educational Bulletins. Due
to incomplete data or lack of recorded data it was not possible to

make this report complete for the period covered.

Wendell P. Butler
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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BRIEF HISTORY

The one room or two-room school which dominated the educational
scene in the State of Kentucky for a hundred years is the type of school
building often referred to as ''the little red school house'.

These early schools were located wherever there were a few students
whose parents could or would pay pedagogues for their services as teach-
ers. The poorly planned frame structure was usually constructed on an
unprofitable piece of land located in the center of the area it was
designed to serve. Since these one-room schools were built to serve
isolated communities, the patrons of the village or rural section con-
sidered it a center of community pride as well as a conventionalized
institution.

James H. Fuqua, Superintendent of Public Instruction from 1903 to
1907, in setting forth his opinions and suggestions for the improvement
of education in Kentucky said, 'One of the worst features of our present
school system is the large number of small schools that exist under it."
During the 1918-19 school year when Kentucky had its largest number of
one-room schools, there were 7,067 in operation; in the present school
year, 1968-69, there are 146 one-room schools in operation. In a period
of fifty years, Kentucky public school districts have abolished 6,921
(98 percent) of its one-room schools.

Three factors are primarily responsible for the decline of one-room
schools. The advent of transportation made it possible to consolidate a

number of the small schools. This factor has probably contributed more

toward the abolishment of one-room schools than any other. According to
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available records, the Mayslick School in Mason County was the first con-
solidated school in Kentucky. The following quote is taken from a report
made by T. J. Coates, Supervisor, State Department of Education, and is
found on page 232 of the Report of Superintendent of Public Instruction
for the 1910-11 biennium:

There is a minimum below which there cannot be an
efficient school. This minimum is probably a school
of two teachers and forty students. The schools of
the State should be reorganized as rapidly as possi-
ble, and consolidation should be employed when prac-
ticable. Since one-room schools must be retained,
only the best and most expensive teachers should be
placed in charge of them.

I have done some work in assisting with consolida-
tion in a few counties. In Madison County two con-
solidated schools are planned, while in Mason County
at Mayslick we have the first real consolidated
school with regular transportation of students at
public expense. Five districts are consolidated at
Mayslick...They have purchased six thirty-pupil wag-
ons. This is the beginning of a great movement. I
am glad I had the chance to help in the good work.
The County Superintendent, Jesse O. Yancey, and the
local trustee, Mr. Pyle, deserve the greatest honor
in this pioneer movement, and I am sure their names
will be written high in educational history.

The growth of population in small villages and towns has made it neces-
sary to abolish small schools and construct larger ones. In more recent
years, from 1955 to the present, emphasis on accreditation and evalua-
tion has been a large factor in the decline of one-room schools in the
State.

As stated previously, '"the little red school house'" was a source of
community pride to the patrons of the village it served. Consolidation
of the community school was opposed, but the citizenry realized the ad-
vantages of larger schools. As compared to the small one teacher, one-

room school, the larger school could offer better trained teachers,

greater variety of curricula and extra-curricular activities, better
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adaptation on the part of graduates to the present social order, and
better leadership in business, industry and government, resulting from a
broader and better education.

During Rev. Robert Jefferson Breckenridge's first administration as
Superintendent of Public Instruction (1847-1851), he announced the 'com-
plete establishment' of the Kentucky school system. 1In 1847, there was
a total of 170 schools in the State; 1848, there were 406 schools; 1849,
there were 825 schools; 1850, there were 3,704 schools. 1In 1867, under
Z. F. Smith's administration as State Superintendent, 4,477 schools were
taught. Although these figures do not give the number of one-room
schools, two-room schools, etc., records do show how many one and two-

teacher schools there were for the years listed as follows:

One-Teacher Two-Teacher
School Year Schools Schools
1914-15 6,580 868
1915-16 - -
1916-17 - -
1917-18 7,150 -
1918-19 7,067 -
1919-20 - -
1920-21 - -
1921-22 6,809 -
1922-23 6,545 -
1923-24 6,403 639
1924-25 6,166 -
1925-26 6,321 -
1926-27 6,403 718
1927-28 6,267 830
1928-29 6,147 876
1929-30 6,089 910
1930-31 6,202 1,135
1931-32 5,741 -
1932-33 - -
1933-34 - -
1934-35 5,367 995
1935-36 - -
1936-37 4,522 -
1937-38 4,431 1,056
1938-39 4,383 1,052
1939-40 4,200 -

1940-41 - -
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One-Teacher Two-Teacher

School Year Schools Schools
1941-42 3,964 884
1942-43 350 Negro -
1943-44 - -
19%44-45 311 Negro 65 Negro
1945-46 - -
1946-47 284 Negro 51 Negro
1947-48 3,573 866
1948-49 3,295 832
1949-50 - -
1950-51 2,999 781
1951-52 - -
1952-53 2,600 715
1953-54 - -
1954-55 2,238 -
1955-56 2,093 597
1956-57 1,801 509
1957-58 1,523 471
1958-59 1,382 434
1959-60 1,244 395
1960-61 1,110 339
1961-62 970 318
1962-63 853 285
1963-64 695 233
1964-65 546 176
1965-66 422 166
1966-67 340 100
1967-68 231 63
1968-69 146 51

An attempt has been made to list the number ¢f one-teacher and two-
teacher schools in Kentucky from the school year 1914-15 to the present
school year, 1968-69. Sources used to gather this information were:

History of Education in Kentucky, published by Kentucky Department of

Education, July 1914; A Study of Local School Units in Kentucky, pub-

June 30, 1937; History of Education in Kentucky 1939-1964, published by

State Department of Education; Superintendent's Biennial Reports; Educa-
tional Bulletins. It was not possible to find the number of one room
and two-room schools for every school year. Some of the references used

were slightly contradictory. Since the number of one-room schools has

been steadily declining since the 1926-27 school year, the number that



would coincide with this decline was used, For three school years

(1942-43, 1944-45, 1946-47) only the number of one-room Negro schools

could be found.
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KENTUCKY PROGRESS MAGAZINE
August, 1932

Significant Buildings in Mason County
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The old school, Superintendent Turnip-=ed calling.

Below: The new school, a modern one-teacher building.
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KENTUCKY PROGRESS MAGALZINE
August, 1932

she old and the new in Christian, Dyers Chapel School

The new after H. W. Peters became Superintendent of Public Instruction

1936 - 1940
® 10
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Interior of old type, one-teacher school.

11

Notice seating.




On his way to the state superintendency of Kentucky schools,
Wendell P. Butler, pictured in the window, spent his second
year of teaching at Little Barren Elementary School, Green
County, a one-room school where he had 38 pupils. Mr. Butler,
now serving his third term as State Superintendent, has played
an integral role in the reduction of one-room school situations,
realizing from the beginning that "this condition was wrong."

T R T TR TR TR R TR TS T T T T e R TR TR TR P TR R TR RN T g e TR T e

12




‘uojduen

Je Tooyds ALxejuawaly LIuno) 2JTOM 3Y3l YITM PaleplIosuod sem 3IT uaym 89-/961
zeak 1oo0yds 3yl ysnoayl 8681 ©3 10Tad TOoOYOsS WOOI-3UO B Se pPIaISIX3 TOoOYd8 STIYL
‘wexSoxd sSTIYl Yyatm uorjloauuod ur ajdoad ayj jo spaau 3yl pue wexSoxd L3jzaaod uo

Xem 39yl JO S1D033JFJ9 9Y) IUTWIIIIP 03 Sem Inojl ayj 103 asodand sIH ‘eryoereddy Jo
anol sTYy Butxnp Q9T LAxenxqajg ul (ooysds sIYy3z e paddols Apauuay *‘J 31I19qO0y 103 eUIS
AINNOD HIATIOM “TOOHDS XITLIOA

13




NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS

L4




»t

Statistics Tell Story

Of Disappearance
Of 1-Room Schools

By ALLAN M. TROUT

Courier-Journal Staff Writer

FRANKFORT, Ky. — With only 422
specimens left, the oneroom school is
swiftly disappearing from the scene of
public education in Kentucky.

Of these, 413 are in the counties of
East Kentucky officially designated as
Appalachia and comprising roughly one-
third of the state. Only 9 are in the
remainir two-thirds oi the state—six
in Grayson County, and one each in
the counties of Christian, Marshall and
McCracken.

The figures, as of Oct. 1, 1965, were
gleaned yesterday from statistics of the
state Department of Education in view
of the recent charge, and denial, that

The Courier-Journal
Apl’ll l'/, l(.'66

15

federal funds arising from the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 are serving the political power struc-
ture of East Kentucky, instead of em-
poverished pupils the money was intend-
ed to help.

The charge was made by Gerald Grant,
following his survey of the region as
a reporter for the Los Angeles Times-
Washington Post Sorvice. They were
branded as “exaggerated” by U.S. Rep.
Carl D. Perkins, Hindman, author of
the congressional act and whose district
lies within Appalachia.

Reduction Gains Speed

The rapidity with which one-room
schools are disappearing is illustrated
by the reduction from 3,278 to 422 in
17 years.

It required nine years to cut in half
the 1948 total of 3,278. By 1957 the
total had been reduced to 1,523. It re-
quired seven years to cut in half this
total, so that by 1964 the number stood
at 853: It has required only a year,
however, to reduce this by one-half, to
the 422 remaining in use this term.

The major reason for one-room
schools, of course, is that they serve
isolated communities, often without all
weather access to larger schools, due
to mountainous terrain.

Nevertheless, they are being absorbed

. into larger schools as more and more

money is channeled into better roads
and bridges, and more and more counties
are progressing to complete consolida-
tion.

Bell Free of One-Roomers

Bell is the only true mountain county
in Appalachia without a one-room schooi.
Fourteen other counties in Appelachia
do not have oneroom schools. Three
are in the Ohio Valley—Boyd, Greenup,
and Lewis.

The remaining 11 are in a buffer
zone running north from Adair County,
separating: the true mountain area.from
the foothills that roll down to the blue
grass terrain of Central Kentucky. In
this buffer are the counties of Casey,
Lincoln, Garrard, Madison, Powell. Clark,
Montgomery, Menifee, Bath, Rowan, and
Fleming.

Pike and Monroe counties lead Ap-
palachia with 31 one-room schools each
Russell trails with one. The listing i
Appalachia follows:

Adair, 10; Breathitt, 9: Carter, 6; Cla,.
28; Clinton, 7; Cumberland, 4; Elliott,
18; Estill, 4; Floyd, 23; Green, 3; Harlan,
8, Jackson, 4; Johnson, 17; Knott, 17:
Knox, 24; Laurel, 9; Lawrence, 16; Lee,
3; Leslie, 23; Letcher, 15; Magoffm.
14 Martin, 5; McCreary, 4; Monroe,
31; Morgan §; Owsley, 3; Perry, 26;
Pnke 31; Pululu 3; Rockcastle 14; Rus-
sell, l Wayne.9 Whltley.7 and Wolfe, 4.
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One-Teacher Schools

Continue to Vanish

Sneciel to The Ceurier-Jeurmat

FRANKFORT, Ky.—Eighty-two one-
teacher schools closed this vear in Ken-
tucky. joining the consolidation maove-
ment which hegan in the public school
system more than a decade ago.

The state Department of FEducation re-
ports the state has 340 one-teacher public
schools this year as compared with 422
last »car.

Also removed from the public school
system were 26 two-teacher schools, leav-
ing a total of 100. Education authorities
say threc-teacher schools are cut from
58 to 49.

A report relcased by the department
shows a total of 1.927 schools in the pub-
lic ~chool system compared with 2.057
last vear. This includes 1.123 schools of
four or more teachers up through junior
high <chool and 315 high schools.

All but one of the one-teacher schools
are in 32 Appalachian counties. where
most of the reduction of one-teacher
schools was made. The one exception is
in Grayson County in Western Kentucky,
which reduced 1t« total from six this year.

The department said the other three
oneteacher schools Jisted last vear out-
side of Appalachia. all in Western Ken-
tucky, are wmong those closed.

Appalachian Counties Progress

Dr  Harry M. Sparks. superintendent
of public instruction. said it is significant
that 17 of the 49 countiec designated as
Appalachia by the federal Bureau of
Health. Education and Welfare have

clmeq all one-teacher schonls, These
counties, most of which are on the north.
ern and western side of the region, are:

McCreary. Bell, Casey, Lincoln, Gar.
rard. Jackson. Madison. Clark. Mont.
gomery.  Powell. Menifen  Fleming,
Rowan. Lewis. Greenup and Rovd

He said most of the Appalachian coun.
ties made some reduction in one-teacher
schools this vear.

Sparks said emphasis on accreditation
and evaluation was a large factor in the
decline of one-teacher schools in Ken-
tucky since 1955, when there were 2.238.

He said, however, money available for
construction purposes is the hizgest fac-
tor in eliminating one-teacher schools.

Others Harder to Eliminate

Sparks said the remaining 340 schools
will be more difficult to eliminate now
that construction costs have gone up by
more than 20 per cent. fHe raid the prob-
lem is made more difficult in Appalachia
by remote and isolated areas which do
not exist in most other sections of the
state,

The other courties with one-teacher
schools are:

Green 2. Adair 9. Monroe 25. Cumber-
land 3, Clinton 5, Pulaski 1. Russell 1,
Wayne 9, Whitley 5. Knox 20. Laurel 7.
Rockcastle 8. Clav 24. Lestie 22, Harlan
6. Owsley 1, Estill 1. Lee 2, Breathitt e,
Perry 22. Letcher 12, Knott 18. Pike 27.
Floyd 22, Martin 4. Johnson 15. Magoffin
9. Wolfe 14. Morgan 2, Elliott 18, Law-
rence 16. and Carter 5.

The Courier-.iournal
October 23, 1965
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95 One-Room, 24 Two-Room
Schools Eliminated By State

State schoo! hoard officials re-
ported Wednesday that 95 isolated
one-room and 24 two-room
schools had been eliminated in
Kentucky last year

This leaves a total of 137 one-
room and 84 two-room schools
in the state, state Supt. of Public
Instruction Wendell P. Butler re-
ported to the rogular meeting of
the school board

Asst. Supt James Melton sad
he expected “"a dramatic reduc-
tion this year™ in the remaining
isolated schouls because of con-
struction already slated

An asolated school 1s defined
as one with fewer than 100
pupils and at least nine miles
from any larger school.

The largest number of isglat-
ed suil operating i1s in Perry
County which has 34. Other
counties having large numbers
are leshe with 24, Clay with 18
and Floyd with 17

Melton alsoreported that aver-
age salary to certified teachers
last year throughout Kentucky
was $6 821 which was $536 above
the previous vear The average
for this vear also was $1,053

above that of the 196667 school
year

In county school districts, 14
had average salaries of less than
$6,000 and three had an average
of more than $7,000. In inde-
pendent school districts, 12 had
averages of more than $7,000 and
one less than $6,000.

County districts having an
average of more than $7,000
were  Jefferson  with  $8,070;
Daviess with $7,024 and Fayette
with §7,049.

County districts having aver-
ages uider $6,000 were Carter,
Clay, Edmonson, Jessamine,
l.awrence, Letcher, Lewis,
Magoffin. Morgan, Owen, Perry,
Washington, Webster and Wolfe.

Inindependent districts Augus-
ta was the only with an average
salary under $6,000. Five had
averages of greater than $8,000

Anchorage. Beechwood, Fort
Thomas, Louisville and Wwil-
hamstown. The seven with aver-
ages greqter than $7,000 were
Bardstown, Covington, Elizabeth-
town, Lynch, Owensboro, Pa-
ducah and Walton-Verona.

Butler reported to the board

The State Journal
March 20, 1lvo9
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that employment in his depart-
ment had increased by 358 from
Jan. 1, 1968 to Ja.. 1 this year
The greatest increase in any
division, he said, was for voca-
tional schools which had 270 in-
structors. This was because of
more schools being opened, he
said.

The point on personnel was
promptec by a request from the
Legislative Research Commis-
sion.

In particular the LRC had
raised some question of the
large number of seasonal em-
ployes were for instructional
staffs in vocational schools
These total 299 at this time, he
said.

Butler said there also were 185
dual employes who for tlie most
part were teachers serving as
evening extension instructors in
vocational schools

Butler denied what he said a
rumor that his department had
become a dumping ground for
Democrats fired trom other state
agencies,

Butler, a Democrat. is one of
the officers elected by popular
vote,
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