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Abstract
The main purpcse of this rroject was to
discover favorable and unfavorakle aspects of the 4-1-4
month calendar plan. The report contains information
presented in tabular fcrm obtained by questionnaire from 35
colleges and universities. An introduction and summary
accompanies each of the § tables. Four of the tables
summarize responses frcm 10 institutions currently using
the plan. The cited advantages cf the interinm session
include: reduced course lcad during the regular semesters,
opportunities for independent study and cff-camgus study
prcgrans, the inter-disciplinary emphasis cf ccurse work,
and the "change cf pace." Disadvantages in this calendar
arrangement include a loss of continuity in year-long
courses, faculty 1cad arrangement problems, poor student
attendance, lack of student initiative, and the additional
work required in planning. Scme of the schcols cited no
disadvantages. Smith College, however, adopted the 4=-1-4
plan, but dropped it tecause cf comgressed and rarpid
courses, weak projects, and lack of student initiative. The
comments cf respondents at 9 colleges that had not yet
adopted the plan, but were either planning tc, cr
interested in dcing sc, are alsc included. The
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RESEARCH PROJECT
INVESTIGATING THRE
Ywt~lt MONTH CALENDAR PLAN

INTRODUGTION

The purpose of this research project 1s to discover goed and
bad points concerning tho t=1=h month calendar plan as being
used in some colleges and universities. Thirty-five colleges
and universities responded to a questlonnaire which vas senl
to several more than that,

Some of the institutions contacted are members of the Unlon for
Research and Experimentation in Higher Educatlon; others had rep-
resentatives at a North Central Assoclation conference held during
the fall of 1967 at Iowa Wesleyan College, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa;
others were selected at random.

The following report is based on the results of a questionnalre
mailed November 30, 1967, and December 15, 1967. Data gathered
via this questionnaire are presented in a serles of nlne tables.
Each table is introduced, presented, and briefly summarized. .

Following the tables will be found general concluslons,

Table I shows names and locations of the thirty-five colleges end
universities which responded to the questionnalre. Year of found-

" ing the institution is also shown. Table I now follows.
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TABLE T. TADLE SIOWIFG ITAMAES 0F COLILECES AUD UNIVERSITIES WHICH
TCRUTHG Meed =l 10N CALTIDAR WITI

>

Tocation of collego

Year of ound-

ing

E B AESPONDED TC QUISTICIITALRE GO
- LOCATION OF INETITUTION ALD ¥
- :

1) Wame of college or

¥ d universiby

Antioch College
Baker University

Bard College

Bluffton College

: ! Carleton College
f § Centre College of Ilentucky
E College of &t. Benedict
] 3 - Dakota Wesleyan College
Qé ‘E” FPlorida Presbyterian Collegs
g‘ Goddard College
ﬁ’ ; Graceland College
; Zg | Greenville College
| ‘éf o Gustavus Adolphus College
i 2 *
¥ f? Hanover College
- ~ Hofstra College
'E'E,' | Huntington College
= Iowa Wesleyan College
Lewls College
R Luther College
; - ‘Macalester Collesge
i f;f1ﬁ<' * Malone College
- |
L Marion College
4 e .
f - Mary College
ﬁ ’ ﬁrfu}' | ’tNasson College

o N
‘Northern Illinois Unilversity

Yellow Springs, Ohio

Baldwin City, lLansas

Annandalo=-on Tdson,
Lew Yorlk

Sluilton, Chio

vorthlield, liinne-
so ta

Danville, Ientuchky
bte Joseph, Minnesota
Mitchel, South Dakotla

ole Petershurg,
Mlorida

Plainfield, Vermont
Lamoni, Iowa
Greenville, Illinols
ote Peter, Minnesota
Hanover, Indiana
Hempstead, Illew York
Hantington, Indlana
Nt.. Pleasant, Iowa
TLockport, Tllinois
Decorah, Towa

Ste Paul, Minnesotla
Canton, Ohio

‘arion, Indiana
Bismarchk, lNorth Dakota
Springvale, Maine

De Ialb, Illinois

-
=

—

0
51 A
oo

i i i

B . e
R0 PEPRE. -
== o o eon b

e T

T



Name of college or

Location of college

2

Vear of Tounde

university ing

Phillips University Inid, Oklaohoma 1906
8t. 0laf College Northiield, Minnesota 7 874
barah Lawrence College Bronxville, MNew York 1926
Sioux Falls College Sloux Falls, South Dakota 1683
Smith College Morthaupton, Massachugetts 1871
Stephens College Columbla, Missourl 1833
Tarklio College Tarkio, Missonri 1883
Taylor University Upland, Indiana 1846
Trinity College Deerficld, Tllinois 1897
Willamette University Salem, Oregon 1842

i3 Y
‘
1
*
;
‘,
|
:
:
1
E
:
4
:
e

Total==35 institutions

Table I has prescnted names and locations of the 35 colleges and
utniversities which responded to the questionnaire sent out November
30, 1967, and December 15, 1967. Some colleges which received the
questionnaire did not respond and others responded after a reminde
er was sent.

The table above has shown, in addition to nameg and locations of
the instltutions responding, year of founding of the institution.
The range of founding dstes ranges from 1819 Lo 19€0,

A copy of the questionngire which was sent will be found in the

Appendix.

Table II, which follows, is a listing of colleges and universities
which are not interested in adopting the M-1-h4 month calendar plan.
Ten colleges responded in this wmanners. In Table IT will be found

the name of the college or university which responded in this meanner,

plus the location of the institution. An indication 1s then given as
to whether the institution is coeducational, or for men or women

-only. This is followed by informatlion concerning enrvollment as of

sehool year 1965-66, and affiliation. Name and title of respordent
is then presented and comments made ,hy this person.

Table IT now followse It is based on Part 4 of the questionnaire,

-
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Table II, just presented, has llsted colleges and universities
wvhich stated they are not interested in adopting the Y =l month
calendar plane Fame and address of dnstitution responding in thils
manner was given, plus other pertinent information, Name and title
of individual responding for the inetitution ls listed plus any
comments made by this indivicnal,

In the total of ten institutions llsted nine of them are coedu~
cational, 1 for women only, and noue for men only. Average enroll=
ment for the ten institutions is 3075 students, school year of
1065=1966, with o high enrollment ligted at 13,788 stvdents and

a low of §18 studente. Attention ig dravm to comments made by

the respondentse

Part B of the questionnaire wes answered by colleges which have
adopted the Lhed=lt month calendor. oince Part B is qulte lengthy
It wae made the basis for several tables. Numbers of the tables
will now Ffollow with an explenztion 2s to tentative findingse

Table TTT deals with responses to items 1, 2, and 3, Part B of
questionnsire, (see Lppendilx.) This tgble shows names and locas
tions of colleges and universities which have adopted the T 8 1
calendar, plus inforgstion as To type of student personnel,
enrollment 1965-66, and affiliatlon. MNane ané title of respondent
is given, and answers to. the following ouestions: clock hours the
same for classes under the =1~ plen as for the P=semester plan?
what course (or courses) causes the biggest problem in adjusting
to the M=1-% plan without losing course content? and does the
Yml=l calendar moke each credit hour cost moref?

Table TIT will now he precsented and will he followed by a brief
SUmMMaIVe

»
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Conclugiong will now Le drawm to Teble ITI, vhich wac jurt preo-
senced.

Table III dealt with pegpensen fin dtens 1, 2, and 5, Partd B of
quostionnaire. aRter proner Ldcnbificstion o whe Fnastirtion
the “nlloirine qupﬂt”ﬁﬁﬁ wanG Lnevered: wre elo ﬁh hevrs the same
for clesces unfcr the )m1"h,n1*w ao Por the 2«=geniggtor plant
what ccurue (or courcesn) caroes the %w reot problen in adjueting
Lo the V] ol n1ﬂn "?*“ﬁut mcﬁiﬁ" o ;@ onnucmc” ond dQ@ the
hmlalh ealendar mele erch cradit Forr cocth rore?

‘”'\D

Ten iﬂ“b&de‘On“ megronded in this scevlon. average onrollmont
for the texn et;T“Liﬁzﬂ solinal, waar 106H-6C, wos 1 , (003, thourb
enrollncn fﬂﬂvrwv fer ohe ?nthtrﬁxnn, (Clarica Pret bvtev“an
Collepne ) wcre ot avellable. damie ol enrallrent Ligures show

a high of 2,229 sfudents and 0 10w of 206 stucento.

Cnnccrning clocl: hon e e king the sawe for clroeng unc ' the
Letal plon zo Tor the 2=2emne for plan, the following cnovers were
received: Vogm=Cj Iom-li,

Concn”wlnﬁ courses which covse the prectest problem in aGjusting
the lml=l plﬂn without legdng courde oonicnt the following cours

to

wvere listed: Torecign L anguagess Lal orato&v@ s enplicd musics duca-

tion wethodss nursings oit: motheratics; and ‘scionce.

Concerning the question as to vwhether 2—1 =l plen cauges oo el cour
to cost morec, ansvers vere 48 follovv° vcﬂ-—? lo==l, Commonts
cerning all oi Lhiese questions are ol interes t.

Taltle IV Wl 11 nov he prascnteds This table is hased on Part B,
itens Y%, 5, 6, ond 7, (a ”nﬂ by) o“ the questiomngire, (See
Appendix.)

The 'gane Len institrtions are shown in ¢ifferont responses. the
following questions are an,vcred~ how arc Freschmen level courses
handled? how are beginaing students anvuTcJ* ie onything done to
try to keep Lorcign linruade s hdon! “pom Loregetting duvring the
interim scession? does interin cession cost more than any olho
nomth? and what cources, (with credit liours,) are offered during
Lhe interinm session?

Table I¥, Tollowed by Table xV Supplement and concluslons, will
now follow.
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tonclusions whiich mey e drgwn from Talle IV, just presented,
will now be drevme .

N
o mufe un of ansvers to clzfexont questiong from the

™ieg table i \
same ten colleges which have adopted the hwl=i wonth 0a10ndar plane
The answers are to Purt D of the questionnaire, items %, Y, 6, and

7, (a and b,)

The firet questlon in thie urea which wos asgked was concerning

the manner in which froshian level courses are handled. The com=
ment, "Sume ss other courses," (or similar coument,) wes made 6
titlese Other answvers anpeare d 48 notede

The next quection dealt with monner in which be ”1nm1hw students
sre hondlel, The cnmwmnu, Ngune o5 other students," (or similar
statement,) apperrcd W tines.

Conccrnins the uatter Lﬁyurr to keep forelgn languesge students
from forgetting dnrln, uhe interim., an effort 1s heing made to do

=0
this by 4 colleges und nothine Leing done by 6 colleges.

Az to whether or not the interinm session corts more than any other
monthy 1 college sald that it Gid while 9 soid it did not.

In response to inguiry about coupses that are offered on=campue
during toe interim go much mate iial was suimitted that 1t wes
nececsary for the writer to resort to a "Sunplencntl." Thig sup-
nlement to Tahle TV followed the tahle. It is hoped that it
wag of interest to uue reader as well ag the extra comments
that were made by resgpondents to Telle IV,

Telhle V, which follows on the next page, pursucs the subject

etill urtnof with the same ten colleges=~~3ll of which have acopte
ed the helal calendar. Sucstions concerning speocific advantages
and disadvantages to the interin session are asked. Opportunities
for offecampus ”cilv1iie‘ are noted, and reqguirements concerning
gracusting alfecting the interin sesslon are pointed upe.

re resvenges Part B, Question 7,
ce Appendix.)

.- -
a4

Tabhle V 9a hased on guegstionn
* \ h) \.{
sections (¢), (d), and (e), (&

'.'*

&

¥
1
i
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS will now followe

The purpose of the research project was to discover good and bad
points concerning the b1t month calendar plan as being used by
some colleges and universitles. Data was obtained through use of
information garnered from answers to a questionnalre.

The data were presented in a series of nine tables. Table I showed
names of institutions responding to questionnaire. Table II listed
the ten colleges which indicated they are not interested in adopte
ing the Y=1-% plan. Table III listed ten colleges which have adopt=-
ed the Y=1=4 plan and indicated that six of them have clock hours for
classes the same as before adopting the L-1=lt plan which four do not.
Two stated the courses cost more under the W=l plan and four state
ed they do not cost more,

Table IV presented information about how freshman level and begin=-
ning students are handled, indicated that four of the ten colleges
try to keep foreign language students from for etting, and that
the interim session does not cost more than any other session.

Table V, using the same ten colleges and universities, contained

a listing of advantages and disadvantages of interim session, in-
terim requirements for graduation, and information about off-campus
couries. Table VI was given over %o general comments about interim
sessions.

Table VII dealt with one college which has adopted a plan other
than the lL-1-=4 month calendar with pertinent information concern=
ing this institution.

Table VIII 1isted one college which adopted the 4-1=4 plan and

then dropped it, with reasons for so doinge Table IX was a listing
of institutions which did not fit into any of the categories pre-
sented in the questionnaire, with reasons for being in this table,
and statements from respondentse
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APPENDIX

CULVER-STOCKTON COLLEGE
CANTON, MISSOURI, 63438

November 30, 1967

Att.ﬂo. H

We are making a survey of colleges of various sizes in order to obtain information
concerting the 4«i-i month calendar. |t would be greatly appreciated if you would
complete the fol lowing questionnaire and return it in the enclosed self-addressed

envelope.

We have tried to arrange the questions so that the answers will teke the minimum
amount of time and effort. We shall be glad to share the resuits with you after they

have been tabulated=~if you want them.
The questionnaire is arranged on the following basis:

(A) Colleges which are not interested in the -1l month calendar;
(8) Colleges which have adopted the k-1-4 month calendar; and
(C) Colleges which adopted the 4=1=i month calendar and than dropped it.

Name and location of college responding —

Name and title of person responding .
Would you care to have a copy of the tabulated results? Yes No (encircle one)

(A) Colleges which are not interested in the 4-1=lt month calendar

1. This college has not adopted the 4=1-4 month calendar and is not interested
in adopting it. Correct (encircle, if true) -

Comments: —— ————

NOTE: (Respondents encircling correct'’ above have completed this
questionnaire and it is ready for mailing.)

(8)1 Colleges which have adopted the 4-1-4 mopth calendar

. 1. Are clock hours the same for classes under the 4=1-k plan as for the 2-
\ semester plan? Yes No (encircle one) Comments:

I

R _

" 2. What course {or courses) causes the biggest problem in adjusting to the b=1<4
plan without losing course content? —

E———

3. Does the 4=1=4 clanedar make each credit hour cost more? Yes No (encircle
one) Comments:____

k., How are the Freshman level courses handled?

—
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5. How are beginning students handled?

6. |s anything done o try to keep foreign lanayage students from forgetting
during the interim session? Yes No Comments:

G L ) S

7. Please answer the following questions concerning the interim sesgion, (which
Is usually the month of January:)

a. Does the interim session cost more than any other month? Yes No
{encircle one} Comments: — — —

b. Vhat courses, \witlh credit hours,) are offered during the interim session?

# :—:#

=

T S —— —————— * "W 2
c. What are the speciflc gdvantagas of the interim session?

(S ST, ) SR G’ HREe N E— )

RS

G a4l -

what are the specific cisadvantages -f the interim sessions? ———

S S

SRR o AR

d. What are the opportunities for off=-campus accivities during the Interim
session?

wrw

Sa—— - o

e. How many Interim sessions are required for graduation?

Could a student be graduated without any intcrlm sassions? Yes Mo
Comments:

f. Can a student 7ulfill requiremeuts withcut taking them Juring the interim
session? Yes No Comments:

g. General comments dealing with inte,im session:

&

(C) Colleges which adoptad the 4=1-k inonth cqsandar and then dropped it
1. Did you formerly function under the L)k month calendar and then drop 1t?
Yes No (encircle one)

2. Why did you arcp tine l=l-4 month calendar?

Y P —— ———— 4

3. Under what calendar plan are you now operating?

A ~ o] * )

4, Additional comments: ______ ... .

THANK YOU for your cooperation and courtesy in thls matter!

7. L Plittenger

Director of institutional Research
Cuiver=-Stockton College §
Cantor, Missouri 63435 3




