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Every year the purchase of unsuitable books for disadvantaged children wastes
millions of dollars. The use of these unsuitable books results in extensive readin
failure. In order to overcome this waste of money and human resources. boo
committees need to employ standards and methods of evaluation to identify books
appropriate for disadvantaged children. An example of this technique is developed
through an illustrative textbook evaluation based on interest appeal of the
illustrations, readability of the content, and usefulness of the glossary. These three
areas were chosen because they evaluate very different aspects of a book and are
especiallg) important in teaching disadvantaged children to read. References are

listed. (B
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For Disadvantaged Puplls -
Thursday, April 25, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
4B Belping the Disadvantaged Learner
Reading and the Disadvantaged Child

Today one of the great challenges to teachers and school officials
is to provide disadvantaged pupils with suitable reading materiais., it
is a velle<known fact that many disadvanteged pupils are struggliné
wvith texts they cannot read. They find the language unintelligible
because it is so unlike that which they speak.

The money wasted annually ia purchasing unsuitable schoolbooks
runs into millions of dollars. But a much greater waste is that of
human resources. 'Many disadvantaged children unable to read their school-

books fall and drop out from school. Adults who have not learned to read
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are unable to inform themselves of their duties and rights as citizens;
they cannot attain employment in keeping with thelr native capaocities;
nor can they keep up with advﬁnci-ng knowledgs.

Children's needs. To correct this situation, committees having
the responeibility of selecting textbooks must solve several important
problems, The objective of all schoolbook selection is to find out which
books satisfy the needa of the pupils. So the first problem of selection
iss What kinds of facts revesl best the ype of reading materials
neededs” | |

Regearch (3: 171 ££)* indicates that such facts as these are
helpful: (1) age of the pupils; (2) 1level of maturity, both intelleo-
tual and cmotionsl; (3) interssts and motivation; (4) experiential
background; (5) culture from which the pupils come; (6) status in read-
ing; (7) oral language development; and (8)“ difficultics experienced
carlier in learning %o read., Without such knowledge of the pupils, there
is nol valid basis for the examination and comparison of books.

Standards of evaluaticn. A gecond problem igs: What standards
should be used in evaluating school boeks? In other words, what quali-
ties or characteristics describs the mer:lté and limitatione of tho books
in light of the studenta’ nesds? ‘let us iilustrate by reference to
basie readers. Many disadvantaged pupils shovw no interest in, or
motivation for, reading; so one important standard is ‘interesting
snd atiractive illustrations that will entice the pupils to read.

Many disedventaged pupils are seriouwsly ratarded in reading ability;l

#umbers in pavanthesss rafer to the réferencas at the end of
this papor, '
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so another standard deserving much:gmghasis is eaaé of oomprehension
or readability. If the pupile are réady to begin digtionaéy work,
atill another standaxd rolates to thg uaefulnaés of the éloasary in
the readers. | |

mmthodg of svaluntion., Whexn all the ocssentisl stendards heve

been defined and agreeﬁ upang the Bela@uin@ vonmﬂttee faces the dif~
ficult problem of determining the methoﬁs o be used in ovaluating
the sample books. Observation shows that surzent methods of evalua=
ﬁiqn vary from the briefest considenation of books to very elaborate
enelyses, from questionable to scund practices, and from altogether
subjsotive to soientifie technique (5: 26-116). Unfortunately, few
of the methods in use are é@éigned to obtain objsctive date. As a
rosult, books thet merely look promiging ave ofton selected. Then
the toschey who must use & book unsuited tb his pupils finds 1% dif-
ficult to turn learning into aﬁ,excitipg and auceamﬁful experienéao
To ilmna%ratg the uge of-oﬁjecttve technigue, let us assume that
a committee ig responsible for cheosing é basic reador, The memhers
have racognized that the value of a book depende on many qyali%ies
and that the book may be superior in one regpact and yet 8o defxcieat
in others as t0 be of little valuea So rathar than attempting to ap«
praise each reader ss a whole, the committse members have set up
definite standarde of evaluation. Among these are the three nmen-
tioned earlier-—interest soppeal of the illustrations, readability of
the content end usefulness of the glossary. I chose these thres bew
ceuse they deal with quite diffevent empects of o booke Bub it
should noi be inferred that facts ecbout these few items would conmsti-

tute a sufficiently eomprehensive examination.
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Iilustrations., What obvjective methods can be applied to all the

books alike to obtain reliable faots aa to their relative merits?
1o% us. consider this quesiion, first, as it concerns interest appeal
of 1llustrations. |
Repsaxch (4) has ghown the kinds of illustrations ohildren like .
Lbast, This shoculd enables those who sslest books to imnrease the
validity of their judgments, We kmow thess facts conceraing illmétraw‘
tions: "
1. Illusirations may exerd a negative as wall as a positive
appsal.
2. 2he larger the total number of illustrations in the
| book, the higher the interest value. This holds true
up to an undefined point of safuratiocn, at which a‘fext»
book beocomes s mere pieture book.
3. The lawrger the average size of the illustratlions the
higher the interest v;lue, other things being egqual.

4. &n Illustration in sevoral sclors has greator merit than
" one that iz black-and-white. The artificial use of a
eingle oolor other than b}ack is loss appesling than the
ﬁaalistic use of severel coilors.

5. An illuatration with a center of jnterest that drews

the eye to & particulay poini offers greater appeal to
childzren then & picture with no recognizable center of
interget or one subordinated by too meny details.

8, The more action and the more interesting the setion, the
more appealing is the illustration.
7. The subject matter of the illustration has & mavked ef-

fect upon its interest to shildren, Eventful topics
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depioféd in the livsteaiion have grester merlt then still-
1life topiess . '

By epplying these standsrds to all or an sdequete sampling of
the pictives, each ook under coﬁsideration.van ke glven & vank 22
to the interest eppeal of iis illustrative materisl. Without sush
definite appraissl of the illustrations, the parchasers of Bbooka nay
urkmowingly choose & ook which Randiesps even thie best teachers in
developing interest in reading by visusl means.

Roisman (3: 326-332) hos sivessced that disadvanteged pupils
leain best through comerete, astive approashea zuch as réléaplayipg
ond dnamatio m@pram@nﬁaﬁiong A vosder with illustrations wanking
high sccovding to the foregeing standards cmm he o distinst eid in
euggegtgng the action end convorsation in role=playing.

Eu% digsdvantaged childven aleo neced 1ilustrations depioting
chersoters with vhom thoy eon identify, In other words, the solor
bars mot be broken, The plotuves should show nonswhite people in
a2 favowable a iight ag white pzople. So each illustration or a
sampliné‘ah@uié be iﬁﬂpec%ed to see the exﬁeﬁ& and charsoter of the
integration, and ¢tabulations of the results should be made. For eiw
anple, i theve any Muilé-in disceinmination such as depioting Negroes
ag bystanders, némﬁng white chesracters only, putting %hé'storiea_of
Noproes at the Bask of the hoekg'pmegentingﬁﬂagroea in menigl pusi-
tiong, snd not depicting the.profeasional Hegre and othews of high
status?

Fase of comprohension. The ﬂacond stendard is readability. Une-

fortunately many children have to étruggle to underatand what they
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road in their textbookz, not becsuns they lask the basic xeading
wikllls but sioply beceuse the langusge is too difficult. Add ¢o thin
for children of minorit& cthnie geonps vetardation in the use of
standard Inglish and it is obvisus that they {face impessible roading
tasks., As they progeess through school, they fall farther and fave
ther Behind, Wot conly do they aveirage one or twe years overage for
thelir grade, but they are slso »etarded in readxnw an addisional one
oy two yeuws. Whan such punile are given the {ypical c@xthoak for the
gradeb iz 1t any wonder that frustxation aets In?

Thip situation can be overesme only if book seleoction somnitiess
yrediet veading diffi@uléy as obJeontively and scouvaisly as possible
and sonsider the implioations of the Cindings for the pam%iculaw
childyven.

Daring the past forty yoars, wa&imua invaatiga&ora heve bocn ox-
perinenting with the development of gstatistical formules to meagure
veading diffiﬁultya Boginning with the Winnotke foxmula, devised by
Vogel and Washburne, at lesst ﬁix such {ormilas have been construsted.
The uge of %he %ypical formela involves the sysiomatie aampling of
vanning words avd.aﬂalyals of the data to discover frequancyo COn=
plexity snd sentencs length. Publishers havs uaedl the formles in
adjusting the difficulity of schoolbeok manuseripis, and school offi-
alals have used them occasionally, bubt only to estimete the resding

4iffisulty of new bocks.

It iz now known that the simtistionl formulas msy be meve mise
ieading thom helpful. When several different formules are applied éo

the same book, the ratings zevured muy vawry o grade or more, Reoendly
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:"°“mr2,h (1: 82 ) m@m}ﬁm that the validity cozrel ammw of the fér;-
mmi&a vange from of %o only ;é; 8o alber uéimé 2 foimulag a oonmite
“2E mﬂy think &hat e c@xt a~oves higha zn ﬁﬁmu&b“ iﬁé when 1% a ety 1v
éoéé nod,
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have a hiﬁ% eorrelad i (09)4) with pazsseg

has @ﬁﬁwm ha& “bQQﬁbiAiﬁy Fymwlas san wxa‘i@m bi”faeulﬁw a8 w@ll

fbé ﬁh@llﬁ ab aﬁe grade tevel B f@? shose a% »he uﬁﬁeﬁ &ewﬁlme mﬁ&é
while we carmed recommend r@aﬁ&bi&i@? formlas &b p#eééﬁ%g doubtless
4n the fatvre they will o greatl y;impmav@@c_

£isc, by reading in the ares of wesdabllity, & ecmmi%%&e membér
can becoms much move sensitive to the ¢iffisultien of words, clauges
and ssntences. |

Until valid formmlas sye avallable, book seleciicn sommitiess
may besd 3&@ diffieulty of the book ia the hends of the pupil xa%hég

than depend on mewe CQIQQ 1eus of opindon. Wowewsy, there is nsed for

Coindrolled protedures. h valid teiel is depeadent upon obsexvanes of

the priuneiples of experinsnisl %@@hﬁiquaa A far as possible, Faee
Bons Otxew than W@ﬁ&iﬂ? GliTiculty ghenld bo con%r@lleﬂ 30 that th@j
will not affeet the results. For exsmple, identical prodédure should
hs followed in &akimg comyﬂmgti%@ trials of diffarent titles. The
mnmbaﬁ of yugiié @?vtieipéaing should bo levme enoug h to insuxe clas

wigticel zelisbiility of the deta. The divections fow the test should
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One type‘of ﬁapt that can be objeotified is that of using a
sampling of passages from each boolk es oraleraading tests. Thia
teohnique reveals the mschanicel diffiomlties of tho language used.
It involves giving & standaxdized orsl-reading test to the pupils,
aystematieally sampling passages from the different books, using
them as oral-reading tests, and compaing the ohildren's scores in
acouxacy on the tests with t@ose on the uwnstandardized passagos.

" In such a test ten Detroit teachers ccoperated in appzéising gix
fourth-grade readers. Participants were en equal nuuber. of boys snd
girls who made average fourth-grade scores on the Gray Orel Checl
Tests, FPormission was obtained from the pﬁblieheia to use mimeo~
grophed copies‘of the gample passages in order to rule oub the influ-
' enne'of_euch fentors o8 illustretions and differeﬁcés'in typve face,

The results obtoined were surprisingp Of the éix'readsrs, only
one appéoximat@d fourth-grade réading 1ev@1; Bven in thet reader,
certaih stories weve muoh harder than others. The five othor readers
varied widely in difficulty as ahawn by the numboy of crrovs made in
‘r@adipg them.

Similarly, a sufficient gempling of pessages nighé he used as
pilent-reading tests and tha cloze %echniqné uged to test compyrchen=
éion. Aceording to Bormuth (1: 82-83) a "cloze test is made over a
pﬁsa&go by weplacing every fifth word with en undorlined blenk of a
atendsrd length. Subjeots ape told to write in the words they think
were deleted and responces axe scoved sorrest when fhey exaetly métch
the words doleted.® Scoring synonyms has not been found $o inersase

the velidity of the stores.
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Hafner's discussion of readability probigma (2) includes idess
that can be used as standards in inspecting books page by page, Exw
amples of the standards are ehori; gsentences, few long words, use of
nouns and verbs as opposed to adjectives and édverba, and style that
is concrete rather than abstract.

' Glossaries. Let us tumm now to a third important standard, the

- usefulness of glossaﬁeé in children's basic resders. Recently there

has been a trend toward aarli.er teaching of the use of the dictionary.
Preparatoxry glossaries have been eppeaxring in readers as low as the
third grade and picture diotionaries even earlier,

A glossary in a third reader can be a very useful aid in develop-
ing dictionary readiness. It can afford practice in noting alphabeti~
cal position and sequence and in obteining the meanings of new words.

inspection of the glossarieé in four third=grade readers shows
that they iﬁolude: pronw;ciation keys similar to thoée in beginning
dictionaries; illustrations, either coloied or blacke=and-white; de-
seriptions balow the illustrations, consisting of & word, a phrase,

a sentence, or a paragraph; deéfinitions that give one or more than
one meaning of the word; and sometimes sentences to show how the
word 1s used.‘ |

- But a book sélecting .-c'o‘fmmittee must Is_iobe degpar to discover the
real) value of a glossary for di'.sadvamag\ec”’: pupils. Will the phpil be
able to read ami understand the defindi-ws g:lvanoz Do the definitiqu
shov vocabulary control? If vocabulary ccntrol is desirable in a
reader, it is especizally desirable since by definition a glossary
is intended to clarify word meanings.
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A 1ittle detective work can indicata the readability of a primary-
grade glossary. All the examiner has to do is to take a sampling
of the entey words, locate the page on which each word is introduced
in the xeader, and check to see whether all the words used in defining
it were previously introduced in the readers.

The four glossaries that I examined showed uo vooabulary control.
Daﬁnit‘.‘loaa of the entries not only included ﬁorda that had not been
taught but also uaad.wm'..'da that seemed harder to understand than
the word being defined. Por example, the word language wae defined as
human speech, business as a commercial enterprise and diesel as an
engine that burns o1l with heat caused by the compression or a con-
deneing of air. The introductions to the pronunciation keys also
lacked vocabulary control, A pupil could use the key successfully
only if he had mastered many skills. Obviously in the books examined
the portion devoted to the Aglossazy is wasted when put in the hands of
disadvantag;d th:lrd-graderéo

In conclusion, this.paper has atressed threec main points: that
every year the purchage of qnsuiﬁéble books, for disadvantaged children
wastes millions of dollars; (2) that the selection results in exten=

sive reading failure; (3) that to overcome such waste of money and
human resources book commitxtees‘ need to .employ standards and methods
of evaluation which will obtain técts about bhooks and thereby aid in
identifying appropriate books for disadvantaged children, Any sacri-
fice of time, effort and expense is justified to this end. For
disadvantaged children will respond to instruction only when they are

given superior schoolbooki;.-;- superior in the sense of being far, far

better adapted to their needs.
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