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AN EVALUATTOM- OF AM THTEGRATED SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Glenn E. Snelbecker . Marvin S. Arffa
Yeterans Adninistretion Rospital Northeastern University
Brockton, Massachus¢tts | ,'k ) Boston, Massachusetts

" - Technical Report 66-7
PROBLEM )

During the past few years, considerable public attention has been
focuseu on what has been variably described as ''racial imbalance,’ "de
fecto segregation,"etc.; in various northern city public schools. Though
there has oeen‘considerable controversy as to the effects of such condi-
tions, at‘ieest one study, (Massgchusetts State Board of Education, 1965),
has concluded that racial imbalance is educationally harmful and has
recommended a variety of ways by which to deal with this complex problem.
Stimulated by the opinion of a prominent Bostonian that nearby suburbs
could share in the responsibility for resolution of the problem, residents
of one Boston suburb devised a plan and obtained private donations whereby
fifty Negro chi.‘+en from Boston could attend tneir regularly scheduled
_suburban summer schooi in 1965.

”His paper presents the results of an evaluation of the- project. Be~-
sides the usual problems which are encountered when one attempts to do
rescarch in a community action program, the present evaluation was carried
_ out under the additional handicap of operating entirely with volunteer
help because there was insufficient time to apply for €inancial support.

It was decided to focus on experiences which might occur in at least
several classes, iather tnnn‘to restrict attention to specific courses.

Since it was evident that pupils would vary considerably in age and
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educational lcvel as well as‘{n the kinds of courses they had chosen, it

did not seen appropriate to use achievemeﬁt'tests; course grades, or
- otheri usual educational indices of chéngé.

The first two research questidns focused bn.éhe program itself and
the pupils' response to it: How did the Boston and suburban groups com-
pare in their participation in class? What evidence was there of inter-
racial contacts among the pupils? The next two major reéearch questions
represent an attempt to detect effects of the summef,eiberience. Various
practical ‘considerations led to 6ur‘beiecfiod of two quéstioﬁé which tend
‘to ‘focus on changes anticipaled in the Bbétoﬁ gfoﬁp: Were there changes

! in: the educational and occupationalviﬁfbrmafioﬂ possessed by the Boston

.and suburban children? Yere there:éhy'changes in the educational and

' - vocational goals of the pupils in these two groups?

Pl METHOD

‘Subjects

The investigators decided to study ﬁbt oﬂiy the Béston gfoﬁﬁ, but
also to include all ‘suburban pupils enrolled in classes‘in which there
were any Boston pupils. In selectiﬂg the‘Boston group,.the sch061 ad-
ministrators decided to exclude candidates who were known as serious
bebavior problems and those who had had records of frequéntltardiness or
absenteeism. This was done so that pupils selected would at least be

likely to be on time for the chartered bus dhich represénted their only

means of getting to class. Their suburban counterparts were not "selected,"

per se, but rather bLecame involved by éxpressing interest in the Surmer

School and completing énrollment procedures. Actual composition of the
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. classes was determined by the pupils who enrolled for the respective

courses. Thus, classes varied in terms of pupils' ages and educational
levels, nunber of boys and girls, numbe~ éf Negroes and whites, as well
as in terms of the course content.

Fifty Boston Negro pupils and seventy white suburban pupils ranged
in age from eight years to thigtegn years, and were in grades three through
six during the spring term in 1965. The Boston‘ﬁupils came from a predom-
inantly lower .socioeconomic class qeighborhood, while the suburban pupils
came frog a predominantly niddle socioéconoﬁic neighborhood. -
Procedure - o

‘Data were collepted fron teachers, pupils, and nonparticipant observers.
The investigators met with the tegchers on‘tbe second.day'of classes to
explain the nature of the research and to ask for their cooperation and
suggestions. They-were requested to make note of the process and effects
of the summer program sc that they could report them to the investipators
during a "debriefing' .session to be held dﬁring the last week of classes.
During the third and sixth week of classes, the teachers evaluated their

pupils by means of 2 series of rating scales concerned with the oupils’

" participation in class, how they resoonded to -the teacher, their relation-

ships with other pupils in the class. After thé last_wegk of classes the
"deb;iefing session” was held with the teachers- in which tﬁey were asked
to tell the investigators anytﬁing and everythiné that they had noted dur-~
ing the summer. session while a ;ape recording was made of the session for

later analysis. . ,

Three questiormaires were administered to the pupils during the first

P T
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two weeks of class and again during the sixth week. Ouestions asked had

to do with their knowledge about jobs, their educational and vocational

plans ‘(at least as they now have such plans), their impressions of the

other pupils in their class, their expectations of surmmer school and the

extent to‘which these expectations were satisfied.

Nonparticipant classroom observers had two orientation séssions
with the investigators, during whkich time the purpose and the procedures
for the observations 'were discussed. They were instructed to make tabu-
lations of specific events during two twenty-minute periods of class in

accordance with an observation schedule designed for this research. These

provided ‘quantitative data about the pupils' participation in class and
their interactions with one another. During the remaining portion of the

~lass pericd they were instructed to record their overall ohservations

of ‘the process and apparent effects of the program. During the last week
: of 'school, aftér thelr observation period, they also had a "debriefing
gession” with the investigators which was quite similar to the one de-~
scribed above with the teachers.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Findings are reported and discussed for each of the questions in 'the
order in which they were ‘listed earlier in this report. Sources and
nature of the data will be indicated respectively for each question.
Participation in Class
' Previous' studies have indicated that lower class children tend to

feel alienated in classrooms generally (Passow, 1963; Riessman, 1962).

It has been suggested that they feel reluctant to speak out and to
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participate in class since dcing sc %8 sgpposgdly scen by them as risking
getting into trouble. Such behavior has been observed in a recent program
£or Boston students of high school age (King, 1964). Cémﬁatible findings
have been obtained in éome expegimental studieé (Douvan,l1956; Zigier and
Kanzer, 1962). Considerine these findings generally, and aiso the ad-
ditional fact that the Boston children were goiﬁa t; sﬁmﬁer-school in an
unfamiliar community, there would seem to be ﬁood reason tolexbect ¢con-
sidefably less participation in class bty the Boston group than by the sub-
ﬁfban group. |

Observers were placed in the classrcons during the iast five weeks of
the six-wecks summer.session. Each c%ass was visited at least twice; some
classes were observed as many as five times. s‘Dm::lng her fwo-hour observa-
tion perind, each observer was instructed toispend at least one twenﬁy-'
minute segment tabulating the number of‘;imes pgpils narticipated in class.
They were instructed to tabulate separate}y for each of the following sub-
gfoupsé Boston girls, suburban g;rlq, Boston £o§s, suburban boys. Pro-
vision was made for notationms for'bgth‘verbal class participation and for
:ﬁbnverbal class panticipétion. (e.q., volpnteérs to collect parers).

For each class observed a rarticipation index (PI) was-computed for
each of the ccmponent subgroups listed above. (i.e.; Roston girls, sub-
urban girls, Buston.boys, suburban boys). The PI computation consisted
of dividing the total number Qf class-narticipation tabulations for thag
sub-group by the total number of pupils in thét subgroup present. Finally,
PI's for all classes observed each week were tabulgted and summarized.

Table 1 presents these results.

(Table 1 about here)

O PTREE
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As can be seen in Table 1, 'all four subgrouns actively'pa££ic1§ated
in class, though the suburban girls were not as acti#e as were the other
. three subgroup members. There were differences from week to week, but
ltbese data would suggest that the Boston pupils were at léast as active
as were the suburban- pupils. |
- More subjective data obtained in interviews with the teachers and

with the observers were consistent with the sonclusion that both the

Boston and .the suburban pupils had actively participated in class. There
were comments concerning individuel differences and about gfeater overall
participation in some classes than in others. The teachers and observers
reported that there may have been less initiai-participation and greater

- ‘increase in participation by the Boston pupils, but ‘such trends were not
apparent in the observers' tabulations.

"There was good reason to expect considérably leés narticipation by
the Boston group than by the suburban group. That such fésults were not
obtained provided one indication of success for the particﬁlar project,

- but 1t -raises some interesting questions which merit further 8tudy? such

as: 1) Were thiese results obtained because selection of the Boston pupils

1uvp1ved‘exc1usion of children with Behavior prdﬁrems in school? 2) Do
statements about reluctance to participate in class really’apply only to
high 'school students? 3) Or, do such statements only apply to certain sub-
groups among the culturally deprived? 4) Were fheﬁe resdlts obtdinéd pri-

marily because of the novelty of the experieﬁce or because of certain

(currently undesignated) features of the summer brogram?




Intéraction Among Pupils | !
The Boston pupile came from predominantly Neero schools and the sub-
urbaﬁ pﬁﬁils came from schools with 2 rredominantly white porulation. ‘
P?esuﬁably one of the pufpcseé of this project was to nrovide opportunity
for‘cohtdét witﬂ children of znother race. Unless vhysical presence in
| the same school buildin~ is ﬂccerted as achieving this objective, it would
seem chat one should look for other evidénce of interactions between the
.Negro and white childteq. '
| &he first relevant information which we received about this was that
;he“;nresfricted enrollment nrocedure had led to different numbers of
Negr5 andlwhite children in the varicus classes. Five classes were composed
predominantly of subufbén nupils, four had more Boston punils, and three
had rouphly equal numbers of Beston and suburban purils. - This occurred
because pupils were free to select courses apprcpriate for them withrut
¥egard to the resultinq racial composition.

T

‘Our data for this questiéﬁ rrimarily come from the interviews with

the teachers and with thé'cléssroom‘observers. Ve were eble to obtain :
1dcitiona1 information from the classroom oliservers' weekly notes and

from the responses cf the Dupils ‘to srcicretiic-tyne questions about their

A i st 4

peers.
There was evidence of rany cross-race interactions by the sixth week,

despite a predominance of “same rdce, same gex" and 'same racde, opnosite

gsex! interactions even up to the third week. There were noted individual

differcncee among the pdpils,‘and differences from class to.class, not

cnly in the kinds of interacticns but also 4n the amount of inmteraction.

o
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For example, pupils in Dramatics had more opportunity for contact with
peers than did pupile in Typine class simply because of the kind of course.

Seating arrangements were quite important in detamining with whom the ini-

tial contacts were made. It is interesting that in one class, where there

was occasion fpr pupils to choose new seating ‘arrangements during the sum=-
mﬁr, ;xshifp occurred in that the Boston purils ‘changed from a' rather
tigh;l& knit group to greater dispersement throughout the class by the end
of the summer. Similar kinds of chanpes were:noted atong the suburban

pupils; for example, both their behavior in the classtoom and their vrefer-

enceg as expressed in the questionnaires indicated an‘increasing awareness

of and contact with the BDoston pupils during the six-weeks pericd. -

Thus, the kinds of initial patterns and graduzl shifts which we de-

tected are quite usual whenever members of two groups come into contact

for the first time. Race, per se, did not seem to be a major barrier to

the shifts which occurred. If anything, the pupils' responses to the

sociometric-type questions would- suggest that sex'vas a preater barrier to

contact than were other factors congidered here:-

Ecucational and Occupational Information -
Since there are characteristic differences in occupations between

those persons in lower-class communities nf Boston and thcse in middle-class

- communities, it seemed reasonable to assume that suburban childrem would
_ probably be more likely to be aware of skilled and professional jobs re-
 quiring some forn of hipher educaticn. The rurpose of one research pro-

cedure was to test this assumption. In other words, do the two' groups of

. children differ initially in repard to their knowledge of occupqtiEﬁS;and,
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';f so,‘did,;he Boston children show an increase in knowledge at the.end
of the summer program?

: One questionnaire asked the rupils to list- any 15 jobe they could
think of The results were categorized according’to the'followinﬂ six
classifications: (1) professional, technical, and mana?erial (2) clerical
and sales work, , (3) service work, (4) apricultural, marine, and forestry
work, (5) mechanical work, and (6) manual werk.

(Table 2 about here)’

Regults at the befinning of the summer prograﬁ showed that' the great-
est number of occupations listed by both suburb and Boston ‘groups-were in
the professional,’techﬁicai,‘and managerial category. (Table 2). Similar
results were ohtained after the :surmer progren.

| (Tatle 3 about here)
. Table 3 i.dicates that ail pupils in both grouns were aware of occupa-
tioes within the profeésional, technical and manacerial category. "Thése
ﬂnta sugpest that ‘awareness ¢f occupations requirins much gkill anc educa-
tion is roughly equivalent for both groups. Thé summer experience did not
secm to have affected either-group in this repard. ’'Although there was good
reason to expect differences hetween ‘the groups, these results mey raise
questions about ‘some widely held beliefs. It would seem that this may
merit further study.
Educational and Qccupational Ccals

It is pen~rally assumed that lower-class children, esrecially Negro
lower-class children, tend to terminate their formal education early and

enter primarily unskilled and semi-skille® occupations. Such behavior is

e e

}
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believed to result, in part, from relatively low aspirations guided by
limited opportunitizs and an inadequately stimulating envifonment% An-
other notion is that the behavior is a predominant characteristic of

adults in the community who serve as role models for the childrer to follow.
One irvestigator (Boyd, 1952), however, found that one sample of Negro ele-
. mentary schiool children verbalized higher levels of aspiration than did a
matched sample ¢ ¢ white children. He supgested that .the results reflected
a strong desiie to improve conditions. Riessman (1962) suggests that de-
prived children who attend integrated schools having large numbers of

middle-class children arc much more likely .to fc to college and to aspire

... ito professional careers. In the nresent study, there was a question as to

whether the Boston and suburban groups differ in vocational goals and, if
80, whether any changes ¢ccurred over the summer.
. . - Both suburban and Boston nupils were asked hefore and after *! 2
summer -experience what their vocational choice was, i.e., what they would
like to be when they .grow up. Results indicated that for hoth groups,
before and after, the majority chese -occupations under the professional,
technical, and managerial category. (Table 4)
(Tahle 4 about here)

Though there were some differences which may merit further study,

we were ﬁost impressed with the extent of the similarities.
CONCLUSIONS -
In terms of the onzoing process of the program and the pupils'

respense-to it, the project secmed quite successful.  Both the Boston

and suburban punils participated actively in class. There was the usual
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evidence of individual differences and greater overall participation in
gsome clasgses than in oth@rs.' Race, per se, did not seem.to be a major
barrier to contact among ‘the pupils. There was évidence of the initial
cohesiveness in each graup and the gradual shifts in kinds of interactions
which occur when two groups come into contact for the’ “#irst’ tiﬂe.

Evidence about the effects of the program, not too qurptisingiyvtib

much lass cledr. The two: quéstions which hed been sclected for formal
study were concernéd with effects of the program as teprésented by chdﬁges

in the Boston group's occupational information and goals. Contrary to

“  expectations, the two grouns.did not differ markedly in their initial -’

;' occupational information and poale as measured in this study; thus the

questions can not be answered as they were planned. It is of interest

. that such expected differences did not exist, éince it raises questions

about somé rather widely held beliefs that occupational - awareress ‘and goals
are ‘¢losely’ relat-d tc sociceconomic gtatus. Of ‘course, no definitive
statehents about this ‘can bLe nade simply on the basis of the present

evidence. T : ce o
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TABLE 1

Average Participation Indices for Class Subgroups

-t

Week Ylegro Girls White Gifls Megro Boys. Wﬁite Boys w::t:ogézgs
L | - _
2 1.7 1.4 2,2 1.7 Recorded
.3 2.1 11 2.1 1.8 2.6
4 3.4 1.6 2.7 2.8 2.9

5 1.5 - - 1.0. 1.5 a0 .9

6 0.9 0.4 1.5 1.5 7.6
Mean 1.9 1.1 . 2.0 2.0 3.5
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TABLE 2

Actual Number of Occupations Listed in Each Classification

Second Week _ Sixth Veek
Occupational Classification Suburb Boston Suburb Boston .
158 1140 15N 645 15N 450 15N 510
No. % No. K4 No. A No. )4
Professional, technical
and managerial 519 46 204 32 170 37 185 36
Clerical ani sales 141 12 65 10 32 7 55 11
Service 128 11 125 19 60 13 76 15
| Agricultural, marine and ;
forestry 217 2 9 1 13 3 12 2 |
| Mechanical 67 6 65 10 32 7 31 6 |
f :
: Manual 125 11 104 16 60 13 102 20 |
| . |
| No Choice 133 12 3 1 83 i8 49 10

e

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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TABLE 3

Rumber of Pupils Who Listed One or More Occupatione in the Respective Classificatione

© Second Week Sixth Week

Occupational Classification Suburb Boston + ~ Suburd Boston

. N“76.  N%3 =30 N"34

No. % No, % No. % No. 2

Professional, technical %

and managerial ‘ 76 100 43 100 30 100 34 100 |
Clerical and sales 66 87 35 81 22 73 28 82
Service 55 72 39 91 24 80 28 82
Agricultural, marine and . - |

forestry 22 29 7 16 11 37 10 29 |
‘Mechanical 40 53 29 67 21 70 18 53.
Manual - 52 68 39 9 24 80 32 94

No Choize : 18 24 8 19 8 27 2 .6




Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

TABLE 4

sl a.»

Sumber of Vocational Choices in Each Classification

Occupational Classification

-

Second Week
Suburb Boston
N=76 N=43
No. % No. %

- ERIC

Professional, techniesl
and managerial

Clerical and salés
Service

Agricultural, marine and
forestry '

Mechanical
Manual

No Choice

55 72 24 56

16~
Sixth Week
Suburh Boston
N=30 N=34
No. 7 No. %
23 77 15 44
2 7 5 15
2 7 3 9

2 7 6 18
o o 2. 6
13 3 9




