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Some Ways to Teach

iulturally Deprived Children
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Experience, Skill Produce

Workable Techniques

Harry Hayes

This article offers no panacea for the
educational problems -of culturally de-
prived children. Rather, it describes how
one teacher responds to the difficulties
inherent in the conflict between the values
and attitudes of culturally deprived
children and the aims of the school. It
is not a "scientific" presentation; there

is not a statistic in the article. There are
no "new" techniques presented, nor is
any claim made by the author of novelty
or originality. ' The chief value of the
article lies in its emphasis upon the im-
portance of thoughtful, sensitive, vital
teacher participation in the learning activ-
ities of children. Mr. Hayes teaches

fourth grade at the Bass elementary
school.

Problems caused by poverty, dis-

crimination, unemployment, lack of

motiption, and individual differences
aiming children sometimes appear so
ovepwhelnfing that an article on learn-
ing- experiences for culturally deprived
children scents presumptuous, evelf

prep iosterous, as f a bright sprinkling
of journalistic dptimism could cure all
the world's (or the classroom's) ills

with a glibly turned phrase or a self-
rigliteously intoned pronouncement.
But no matter the degree of cultural
deprivation within a single classroom

or a whole school district, certain
teaching and learning methods awl
attitudes are often more efficient than
others. Teaching recipes guarantee
nothing. The cook is all-important. But
a few suggestions can at least serve t.s

a point of departure for the beginning
teacher or as a yardstick for the more
experienced teacher.

Supwse you, a teacher of the fourth
grade in a sdfool in a culturally de-
prived area, decided to invest your
teaching energies heavily in the teach-
ing of reading in trying to raise

some of those below-grade-level read-
ing scores because you agreed that
reading skills were the most important
learning tool available to any child.
You would very likely find, upon ex-
amination, that most of your pupils had
reading scores one, two, or even three
years below 4.0. A few would have
fourth grade reading scores; perhaps
One or two would have scores above

4.0. You might consider grouping your
class on three ability levels. But from
your last few years' experience you
might realize that this is a very dif-
ficult maneuver, producing only limited
success and considerable dissatisfaction
and frustration fol the effort involved
just in getting started. just how man
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floor, von nmst caret nil) explain that
everyone has something to do. although
only one child at a time does the
"shopping.** One child selects four

_items. Ile carries them over to the
blackboard. There her begins writing
the names of the articles in one column
and the prices (as marked) in another
column. Children at their seats are
copying-the names and prices on lined
paper. After the child at the board
finishes listing his purchases. another
"storekeeper" might calculate the total
and the change from five dollars. Per-
haps you might use play money in the
transaction. After two or three more
children do their shopping and black-
board work, closing time will have
arrived because excitable natures and
short attention spans have begun to
overtake constructive learning. After
two or tbree days the store should be
stored away for a while. Perhaps with
Bell Telephone's teletraining apparatus
(two phones and a switchboard) you
could elaborate your "shopping" and
broaden the learning experience. But
games like scrabble and spelling base-
ball and "Do It" (whispering to a
teammate written directions for simple

actions) are more competetive : rules
and directions must be repeated often.

Sense of Belonging
'-Can Change Behavior

, Granted that interesting pictures on
. ,well-planned bulletin boards are desir-

able, how do you persuade action-,
,minded children that bulletin boards
are to be looked at, not demoliShed?
Yoti might have a few of the more
"active" boys help you post the pic-
tures you might have other children
help Make the letters and other figures.
Yotrmight talk a bit about "keeping
our bulletin hoard looking just this

2281

wa because IL makes 00' room look
so nice." You might relate a short tale
about the sign in the Mexican pottery
shop: "Tocar con sus ojos," "Touch
with your eves.- and use this as a
reniinder when destruction threatens.
You might repeat these admonitiom .
about being careful with any school
property "because we want it to help
us learn," whenever your audience
seems in need of your performance,
whenever they need to be reminded of
their stake in the existing social order.

Wise teachers realize that, in one
sense, their function is to ."sell- educa- -

don to their pupils. Shrewd 'teachers
_

usually find ways to dramatize their
"pitch." One way to dramatize is

through the use of -ceremony. Yon.
might ask the principal or his assistant
to hand out report cards and give
special praise to "Honor Roll" and
**Much Improved- cards. You might
have a science notebook contest. If
you could acquire a few books som:
where, you might award them as prizes,
since you know that what is earned.
nOt merely given, is most highly valued
and that public praise and encourage-
ment are great incentives to pupils.
You might seek to attract student
teachers because they contribute enthu-
siasm and variety to a classroom. In-
wardly, while defining limits ancl

organizing freedoms With the'children,
you might even recognize various posi-

five qualities (kinesthesia; vitality, the
art of enjoyment) often considered:
lacking in our much critici'Zed cidture.

As a practising idealist you might do

many, many things becauSe you believe

that resources concentrated effectively
in the elementary classroom are one t)f

our best hopes for social and educa-

tional improvement.
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