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Vfgidewalknserwice'Van

~7»,vf ‘f“r';:ﬁfsij ;; . Van was parked on Ralph Avenue near Fulton Street. The

;;cioaeetibranches‘were either the Bedford or Macon Branches. The

LoemoLn o -

%van arrived at 2: OO and planned to leave at 4: 00 This was be-

cause during the last week in June there was only one CC not on

vacation or at the AuA convention. Ihree aides and Mrs. cmm———

-
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The books were set up on steel racks in the street and
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TEtwo aides workea on registration and circulation. Miss —————

A

FfeW‘signed up. Some said they had cards. Many ~hildren and a

swamped with junior high students. Many already had cards‘

The program was held in a large room
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the local comnunity coordinator was the speaker and Miss
vevacncna accompanied her.

The College and Career Club is the only one of its
kind in Brooklyn. The members are from the ages of 12 te 16.
Most are in junior high. There were about 25 members present,
about 10 boys and 15 girls. The children were all well dressed
in school clothes. A few of the boys had on shorts and colored
tee shirts. Mrg.-~eec-c-- sat on a stool in the front of the
room with the children around her in a semi-circle. She had
with her about 16 books of plays by Sophocles. The subject of
the book talk was Sophocles.

Mrs,~ecccae- began by telling a shortened version of

Oedipus Rex and then she gave the main plot of Antigone. She

gave a brief description of the Greek's idea of the festival and
a description of Greek traéedy and explained how much of Greek
influence still remains today in the modern theater. As she
described the play she fit in certain quotes to keep the chil-
dren's interest. The children stopped Mrg,-ec-eeea a few times
and asked her a few questions. When she was finished talking
about the plays she asked a few questions., Could any part of

the problems which Antigone faced be evident in the modern world?
The children picked up this question well and brought up the idea
of moral law versus civil law. They gave examples of civil
rights, the poll tax and capital punishment. After the discussion
had come to a close Mrs.-~=-=--- ghowed films of a trip .to Greece

vhich she had taken. She showed things which were relevant




to her talk, - the Greck countryside where Oedipus was supposed

_to have killed his father and later wandered. She also shc'.-:ed

slides of the ancient Greek ruins of the theater where Sophocles'

queet::lons about: ‘th‘e c:oum:::'y~ and“ the people of Greece,

Mrs.-------- vaas very ware: and friendly with all the chil-

dren in t:he club and seemed to know them all on fi.rst: name basis.
'She told me later t:hat she had been work:lng with the children

kin younger groups for quite a few years. ‘Many of the children '8

parents were comunity leaders and she had visized their homea.

‘ ‘The majority of these children are college bound. - The:lr parents‘

~ are the-middle class Negroes in thic ghetto commun:lty 'rhe

children reacted well to most of the talk, but: towards - ghe ‘end -

of the. discussion they were getting a little restless. Mrs.-===== |

| hac_lf broug}xt about -sixteen copies of the book which she- hadl itek"ee

the quotes: from. - All these books had been checked out at ‘the |

PN
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I arrived at the library ebout: 10 30 A.M. ms---------;,
the aide, ‘and Mra.-------- loaded t:he van, and when Mr.---------
arrived* we: left for Bedford Avenue near: Brevoort Place. Ihe
areas where the van is pa:ked are choaen by the Cmnnun:l.ty (:o-
ordinators. They are chosen on t:he bas!.s of the number of: people
which the library feels u.hey can reach in thia area. 1 T

‘The van was parked ‘in—:ront of a Yout:h._-:ln Aeti.on; ‘ceni:e‘f.




We got out and set up the book stands. There are about seven
of these racks and several boxes which are set on the street.
Most of the racks were set up with a certain type of books e.g.
sports books, Negro history and usuually two racks of consumer
books. A table is set up with library registration cards. The
van contains a tape recorder which plays popular music such as
jazz music. Also on the registration table is material such as
book 1lists and brochures on library services. Many of these are
in Spanish, Italian and English. The books which are set up are
books which would catch the interest of many people in this area.
Many are books on current racial problems and consumer problems

such as How _to Get Your Money's Worth. Books like these are

of great relevance to the lives of people living in the ghettos
of New York City.

After we had been in front of the Youth in Action center
for about an hour we moved down the street where Mr,-«=-=««=«
thought we could catch more people. This corner was closer to
the business section of the area of Bedford Stuyvesant in which
we were located. Mrs,=-=----=-- sat at the table and Miss~e==c=--
and Mr, -------= gpoke to people as they passed by. They askéd
the people who walked by if they had cards and told them how
they could get them at the van if they wished. If people al-
ready had a card they could take out any number of books. If
they wished to get a card they were required to show some type
of identification with name and address, and they could take out

two books. The books were due in two weeks at which time they




could pick up the library card at their nearest branch. If they
didn't know where the branch was located the aide showed the
person a vap of the Brooklyn Public Libraries and located the near-
est branch. Mr.,-------- and the aides were friendly and warm.

Many of the people passing by looked at the books and passed. More

than half of those who passed by talked to the aides or Mr.-=--=--

and many of these signed up for cards. Typical remarks of the
passers.by were "Are these books for sale?" Most of those who
signed up for cards ha@ no idea where their nearest library was.
If the patrons wished a ceftain type of book, someone would look
for it or give them information on where to get it.

Most of the pzople in this area where the van was parked
were Negro. They appeared to be of the working class. Some were
housewives but quite a few were working girls irn their twenties.
One girl said she didn't want any books. All she wanted was
money. S0 Migg§-=weee-- showed her a bock on how to make more
money. She signed up for a card and took out two books. Another
older man told Mr.=--«-=~- ~ about his job and how he had organized
a group of teenagers at the YMCA. He asked if the library could
put on a program for his group.

Later in the afternoon the children arrived just about the
same time as the story tellers. The story tellers had a selection
of books and the children seemed fascinated by the books.

.Obgervation

This program for mothers was held in a public school in a Brook-

lyn ghetto. The school is an elementary school.
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It was scheduled to begin at one o’ clock. About one block
from the school is a large project which is only about 5 years
old. The school itself is about 40 years old. The Head Start

program in the neighborhood is held in this school.

The program was held in the school auditorium. There were
abont twenty mothers present with their children sitting beside them,
Most of the mothers were dressed in everyday dresses and some were in
slacks. The childron were in their school clothes. This had been

the last day of the Heaﬁ Start program in the school.‘ In the front

~9f the room there were books set up. On the stage there_was a

selection of—children‘s books of all types, On the piano was a

~much smaller selection of books provided ior the mothers to take

out. They were books like Dr. Spock's How to Care for Your Child.

‘There were also books on how to help the child in subJects like new

meth. Along side of the piano was a table for registration and
circulation of books in the library. There were two aides present
at this. table.

About. 1:30 the program began. The family counselor for

. the area introduced the guests.. The theme of the program was how

to.give your children a head start. A worker from a local welfare
agency spoke first. She explained welfare procedures and asked for

questions. There were none from the mothers. By this time the

‘story tellers from the library arrived and the children had been taken

 to another room to hear the stories. Then Mrs. ---- the local

Community Coordinator was introduced.

3



She began by introducing the project she represented. She spoke
for about fifteen minutes. She presented books which she and her
staff felt would be of help to the mothers of Head Start children.
Some of these Looks deait with specific probiems. She expiained
that these books were available in the library and that if the
mothers wished to take out any of these books today they could.
They could register for a library card and take out two books or
1f they already had a card they could tuke as many as they liked.
Then Mrs. s=«eec=- who had been in the Brooklyn preschool library
program began by reading the first few pages of a book. She went
on to explain how children's books had changed. They were no
longer the dull and colorless books which we read in our chiidhood.
She explained the concept of books for the preschool child.The
mothers were told that books could be taken out by them if their
children were too young to get a library card. She continued to
glve examples of how books could be used to explain difficult
concepts to a child. For example she gave The Dea’ Bird as a book
which might help the parent give the child an idea of death. She

also used a2 book entitled What Is Inside Me as an example of how

the parent could help the child understand sex. Certain bocks
were presented for the parent to use to help the child in school.
For example - number and ABC books. She concluded her talk by ex-
plaining the procedure for taking these books out of the library.
Both speakers'from the library were achieving scme of the
objectives of their project., They were introducing adults to the

concept of the library outside of the actual building. At the
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same time they were getting these adults into the library by ietting
them know that the books must be returned to their nearest branch

library. They were also introducing the children to the books by

providing story tellers during the program for the mothers.

Mrg, =~-=w-- geems to have chosen many of the wrong types
of books. The books on care of children did not seem to be necess-
ary. Not one book of this type was taken out, while books like

the ones dealing with new math were all taken out of the collection. - é

Observation

A Consumer Education Fair was held at a public school in a Brooklyn
ghetto and the library was asked to participate. The library had been
asked to participate through the local community coordinator, Mrs., ==ee-,
The fair began at 11 o'clock and was expected to close at 6 ofclock.
This was the first program held by the C.C.P. that I had observed.

‘ The school (a well equipped junior high) in which the fair was
held is about 10 years old. It is located near the main business
and shopping area. The buildings directly surrounding the area are
tenements in rundown condition. A block away is a fairly new housing
development, 1 arrived at about 12:30,

" Both Mr,=~=~-and Mrg.~---~-were outside with the Sidewalk Service

Van, Mr, w=-aw=~~ directed me upstairs to a room
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where story tellers were working. The room which they were using
was the school library. The library was set up with chairs and
tables all facing the windows with the story teller facing the
children at a main tabie in the front of the room. Other story
tellers were sitting among the children. Books were displayed on
the tables for the children to look at and read. Outside at the
van Mr,=-~==-=- and his aides were directing children to the library
and there were signs so that parents knew that they could leave the
children in a supervised place while they attended the various
workshops being held at the fair. The children attending were, for
the most part, neatly dressed except for a few who were in tee
shirts. The children varied in ages from 5 to 10. There were
groups of children constantly coming in and out. Sandwiches and
soft drinks were served to the children. This was done by women
who were working on the fair.

There were three story tellers in the room when 1 arrived.
They were all dressed in cool summer dresses and were talking to
the children as they were drinking their soda pop. The selection
of books which the story tzllers had was excellent. They had
brought books of varied interests for younger children. (Fairy

tales and books like The Red Balloon, Andz'and the Lion, Where the

Wild Things Are, Five Chinese Brothers are a few examples.) Also

there were songs which were in illustrated bhooks. They explained
to the children that these were books which could be taken out of
their libraries and directed them to the van outside if they wished

to sign up. The story tellers were bringing the books to the
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~attention of the children. The books selected to be read kept the

interest of most of the children and made them aware that the 1ibrary
was theirs to use,
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- I-observed all three of

o own \‘parti,eular style. One of the women began with a song’ to get
“the elzrentioh' o‘f‘ the ” ehildren and th‘eni chose a book to read, She
seemed to jdst:_ read the book with very little imagination or
- i’tvit:’:ere"'ei:{ in: ‘th"e} ‘chi;ldreﬁ.‘— ‘Ber roice vas too low and she didn't
’ have much 'infle‘eribh".-“f Ahether' dida't read any stories. She ‘con- |
- icentrated on the illustrated story books like Billx Boy. I éelt A
. :'“’ahe should have chosen or let the children choose the steries be- |
‘ cause they didn t seem to know the songs and very few of them
';participated 'l‘he last story teller was by far the best. She
]-le_t t;he children choese the stories they wished ro hear, and often
o let them read.  There was a ﬁuch"greater' response on the"i»art of
»‘lthe""‘elxi‘ldreti‘.' l{ore édok part in the stories and seémed to be en-
"'joying themselves than earlier in the afternoon. About every 45
: .minutea the story t:ellers would stop and circulate throughout the
':‘5'_'room talking and reading t:o the children ind’vidually. This seemed

: f 'co be what each child’ liked best.

o A.s' a whole the program went -well but I felt that there

~were“ ‘many “things lacking: Since the library plannad this for the

fieﬁﬁger ”ch‘ildren they should have planned scmething for the chil-

d'ren"freth the ages of 10 | to 127 . ‘This was evident from the

. fact that children that ‘age ke'pt"running in and out of the room

‘- disturbing the younger children all afternoon. Also I felt that
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the children should have had more of books to be read. During the
stories many of the children took no interest especially during
the illustrated story books. They seemed to like finger games

and followups to the stories best. One of the over-all objectives
mentioned in the progress reports of the CCp 1s to make chil-
dren love books. This type of story telling program makes the
children aware of books in an atmosphere outside of school. It

is also a case where the library comes to the child. The fair was
aimed mainly at parents but while providing this opportunity for
the children to become acquainted with the library it forced the
parents to see the library not as just that institutional build-
ing full of dusty books which is down the street.

While all this was going on inside the library the gide-
walk 8ervice van was parked outside. Mr,=c=~<c==- s Mrg,~eececec==
and two ajdes were present. They were registering people for
library cards and zllowing those with cards to take out books. I
only observed this for a short while because most of my time was
used in observing the story telling program. One interesting
incident occurred just before the close of the program. A man who
had been drinking began talking to Mr.---ce=-- about how he had a
problem. Mr.-------- thought that the man was saying that he was
an alcoholic. E» referred him to AA and told him about its
facilities. The man explained that this wasn't his real trouble
but that he could not read very well. He explained how he had
found it necessary to quit school at an early grade and had never

continued reading. He said that he was eager to try to improve his
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,educaiion. Nr,===-====- then helped the man select a book which was
aé f'his levél and registered him for a library card., This type of

situation is typical, Mt,~=e=e=== gaid, For the library to reach

‘:‘peop .cn as this man it is necessary for them to appear in the
comunity with the van. A man .such as this would never enter a
i ,library to ask t.hem for assistance. Therefore the library and.
' ;»aits etaff muat make .an effort to reach out. From my onservation on
o Saturday I feel that the CCP 13 aiding the -people in Brooklyn

;»~through sex:vi.ce*I=l -such as the ones 1. have descri.bed.

-

Observation
. Community Coordinator van is parked at the corner of Bedford

A\ianue and Brevoort Place; a short tree-lined street of brown- ‘

st:onea, near the Youth In Action family planning . cl:lnic and across

B ?,the street from. some businesses. Thez: are more qabs_ -than ;»_p,egple
‘ »_:";-aroundathe street. - ;The van, a panel truck lined with books in- |
;side, haa t:wo loudspeckers from which comes Latin-and. jazz muaic. _
o There are about four library ataff and twc children 8 librarians
around. A card table on the sidewa»lk has literature about the
library." -Some m_:onght iﬂroﬂn standing racks hoiding hardback books
.#; spread along the sidaﬁalk near the wall of a building. There

~ is also a wooden rack of new paperbacks, and the ch:ll_di‘en'a sides

have set up a rack of children's books.
‘Finally two Negzo mothers cume along dragging four young

children. The aide captures three, with the mothers' comsent, and




s > 2 3 2L EE T £ i
Scash o pSasi

16

sits on a step to read to them and sing some songs. The mothers
meanwhile have gotten literature from the table. The two older
children are interested and attentive.

Several people came by to get library cards or take out
books. A selection of books deals with Negro history and problems,
child care, biography, sports, 2tc. also Spanish books. Paper-
back books are marked only with cate due, and no one knows to whom
the books are issued.

One aide has moved down the street to the fire escape stepc
of an old brick theater. She has given books to three little girls,
and two others, who are three or younger, are climbing around.

One mother sits in a chair on the sidewalk, a baby in her lap; an
older woman sits on a milk crate.

An aide then brings all the children to the stoop closer
to the van, where there are more books. A mother and father bring
a little girl and leave her while they go sit in the shade across

the street. One aide reads to one child, the other occasionally

points out pictures.
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Interview with Mr, A

Mr. A i1s the Senior Community Coordinator of the Community
Coordinator Project of the BPL. On June 7th Mrs. Burrows and I met him

< Lmne = P

at his office in the branch iibrary for am interview. He began
by explaining his part in the project. He was the first community
coordinator in Brooklyn and began his work in 1961, Mr. A found
it necessafy to join several community groups as an actusl dues;paying

member. He worked directly with Youth In Action (he is now a member

of the board; the Brownsville, Red Hook and Bushwick Community Councils,

and with groups ranging from buainessmen to explorer scouts. By becoming L

a member of these groups he could show each group how they cou1d benefit
from library services, 8 |
We saw selections of books used in the Three B's* program and
pictures of some of the shops in which they have been placed. Also
there were pictures of the sidewalk service van taken on some of iis
vatious stops. The bookmobile goes out several times a month to various '
areas of Brooklyn. Mr. A seemed to feel that thewn was one of
the dost successful parts of the CCP. He said that often the responses "
of people to the van's services are bettet in the more disadvantaged N
areas of Brooklyn.
Recently the library has had exhibits at Food Fairs in the area.
They have participated in setting up the Macon Adult Education Classes

and have suggested and made up book lists.

% The Three B's are Beauty Parlors, Bars, Barber Shops.
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A and his staff evaluate the materials needed in the coliec-

tions. Each Community Coordinator (there are four) has his own

separate collection from the branch library in which he is 1lo-
cated. The evaluation is made on the basis of requests by the
borrowers of the library.

Unfortunately, many of these activities hav_e been discon-
tinued during the month of June because of school closings, grad- f

uations and due to the fact that several organizations are setting

up summer programs to begin in July. Mr. A . suggested. that
I go out with the van several times for observation. There are
also meetings where a speaker from the CCP will be present, as
for example at a Parents of a Head Start group and a meeting of
the Career and College Club.

There will be a Consumer Education Fair where the van and
story tellers will be present. These meetings will present a
chance to see the program in action and to talk to the peop];e whom

the van contacts, Mr.A also suggested the names of several

community leaders with whom he had worked who he felt would be
of help.

The programs which the CCP  has been working with seem -
very exciting and inventive. The interviews and observations

of the CCP should prove rewarding, allowing me to see the pro-

ject in action.
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Interview with Miss C

Miss C.is the Community Coordinator for another area of Brooklyn. i
Her office is in a branch of the BPL. )I wvas supposed to observe on
van with her and her staff but the weather was cloudy and rain was
predicted so the van did not go out on this date.
Miss C.began by explaining what she felt was the main objective of the:
Community Coordinator Project. She said that it was a project
designed to attract the adult nonreader to the lib;ary. A project
with its main emphasis on the adult, not the.child. They try to reach
this ‘adult thrcugh the organizations in the community. A form letter
18 sent out to all organizations which the coordinator feels could make
use of library serviees. Sometimes clubs or groups reply and many times
they do.not. Miss C,explained that when she became a coordinator much
work had already been done in the area of connecting organizations by
Mr. A, Often when cne community organization has heard abuout the
‘services that the library can offer other groups approach the 1library.
One community leader will let another know about the availability of
library services. Still recruiting must be done by the coordinator,
some of which can be very enjoyable., Miss C told of one occeasion when

she was invited to the opening of a casino in Bushwick. In the atmosphere

e o B e ue L aan T e

of Scotch and pop music she made dates to hold programs for about six

organizations.

Miss C.,proceded to give examples of programs which
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it ..

she has held in her district which are typical of those held in
other areas of Brooklyn. They have worked with JOIN This is

an organization of young adults of whom many are high school drop

the members jobs.

zl
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outs in wiiich they attempt to trai

One of the leaders of the group was contacted by the library and
asked 1f the group would like to make an organized trip to the
library. Miss C, arranged for the library to be open on 2
night which it is usually closed. Seventy three members and five
teachers came. Two films were shown,and books were circulat;ad,
The group asked if they could have another similar program in a
few months. Miss C. made arrangements with the branch 3
librarian and the program was again well attended. Members of
JoIN came from not only Brooklyn but Manhattan and the Bronx.
Another group with which Miss C. has regular contact
is the senior citizens' organization in the area. She said that
she gives book talks fairly regularly, end usually they are well

attended. They have also arranged for this organization to hold

art exhibits in the library. At the close of the senior citi-
zens' club last year, the members provided food and Miss C.
arranged for them to have this in the library. Under the psca
the CCP $s not allowed to provide food at any of their functioms. 3
Another regular program which Miss C-. puts on is with a home- ‘
making class which meets every six weeks in the project located
next to the Bushwick Branch. During each session she gives a book
talk on some aspect of homemaking. She has been requested to bring

books on subjects like catering.
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Miss (. explained another way in which she felt the
adult nonreader can be reached. She said that she has placed ex-

hibits in a few banks and housing projects. One of them was in the

onily Puerto Rican bankK in New York City. This exhivit was én-
tirely in Spanish. Most of the exhibits in the banks are in dis-
play cases while those in the projects are manned exhibits. Themes
such as summer reading and books as gifts are used in these exhibits. ‘ ;
Miss . expressed a wish to work with more industries
in -the Brooklyn area. She said that in 1365 the library had been
allowed to place an exhibit in the cafcterin of the Fison Chemical
Company. They had placed two manned tzbles at eack end of the
company cafeteria and she said that in that one day alone the 1i-

brary had reached at least 1000 people. Some of the more recent

programs have been book talks with the Young Israel Club of

St [ Lt s

Brooklyn. This was a book talk in which ten books were discussed.

The tooks were presented in contrast such as modern and tradi-

tional. The group consisted of women of varied ages. Miss Bullock ‘
said the turn out was excellent and that they were asked to return .
next year. She also spcke at a meeting of the Hebrew organization.

This time only one book was used. The talk went cver well but

the library had only provided books in Engiish and the members

of this group wished books in Hebrew. They were asked to return
again next year. Miss C. sald that the problem of books in M
languages other than English was often found in groups of a foreign

ethnic group. She e?:plained that she had lecarned Spanish and had

spoken in Spanish at a PTA meeting which consisted predominantly

x
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of Spanish speaking people. She said that knowing their language
and attempting to speak it broke the barrier which often existed
with adults of a non-English speaking group. Once she spoke in
her broken Spanish the audience was much more at ease.

Miss C. expressed a desire to let me know that all
the programs of the CCP were not complete successes. She said
that often they learn by their mistakes. For example, when she
returns to the Hebrew COrganization next year she will bring books
in Hebrew. She said that often films do not work out for the
group for which they had planned them. The coordinator must

learn from experience what is best for separate groups.
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Interview with Community Leader

Mr,-=Z--e-=e- was one of the community leaders to whom Mr.

Z

ceedecaea-w referred me for an interview. Mr, ---féece--- ig aB

officer of.
_ he had known about the CCP since Mr., -A------- first began
worl&hg on t.:he project in 1961.

He said ‘that he had always thought of the 1bra1_.~z

Egggy dull place. "I never knew anyone who went to the library

except maybe once in a while for a book," He said that since Mr.
-------:-- had :lnit:lated the CCP  he himself has found the 1i-
brary to be not just a building storing books but a great in-
formation center which can offer varied and needed services to

the community. "Now when I see Mr,-------=-1 think of the 1li-
brary.® Mr. ----- said that he felt he was only one of the mem-
bers of the community who had been made aware of the 1ibrary as

a living institution. He felt that the CCP had done an amazing
job in helping people in all levels. He said he had attended

various programs, such as the investment program.

a bank and loan society. He said that ~




25

Interview -ith Community Coordinator

Mrg., =------ has teen a Community Coordinator since 1964,

she had had good results from her program in F
but that things were slow at this time of year., Mrs, =-e=--
said that she felt all the programs must be designed to attract
all types of peopie in the community and therefore must be le-
signed to meet a primary need of the community. She said that
often some type of bait must be attached to the activity e.g.

loud music on the van. Mrs. ------ was very busy and time

didn't permit her to offer a more éomplete interview.

o et et sosmamm
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Interview with Head of the Brooklyn Commuﬁigy Coordinator Council

Mrs,-~--=--~-had heard of the CCP from Mr.------=-yho was

a member of the board of the Central Brooklyn Community Coordinator

Council. She explained the nature of her organization. It is a

‘, group which coordinates all the community organizations in Brooklyn
and tries to direct the programs of all these various organizations.
This organization started in Bedford Stuyvesant to get all crgani-
zations to work for the good of one another. They have five group
meetings a year with representatives of all the groups present.

Q She said that at fairs, such as the consumer education fair which

I attended, the library would bring the van and provide story tellers

Sred

so that more parents would be able to attend. Mrs,===cc=-- said that

the people appreciated the fact that they could come to the fair
and feel that not only they benefited but that their children had
an opportunity to be introduced to the library.

She said that she knew that several organizations which were

members of the Central Brooklyn Coordinator Council had used the 1i-

s N v £ o g
T A e AT R &

brary services offered by the CCP Youth in Action, JOIN and
Boys' Clubs were some she mentioned. She said in closing that she
felt that the library should try and make the nature of their varied

services known to more of the organizations in the neighborhood.
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Interview with Family Counselor

She knew about the CCP from Mrs.-~------- whom she had
known before she was a community coordinator. She said that the
library had been a great help to her by bringing books and fiims
to programs such as hers. She also mentioned the fact that it

also was a great help when the story tellers came to the Head

Start programs.
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Interviews with Children

Five vear old boy

him there. Also, he had had the story tellers tell him stories

on the van when it was near his house.

Boy in second grade
He knew about the library. The teacher had taken him

when he was in the first grade. He said that his brothers and

sisters did not go but that his parents went.
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Interview with Aide

She said that often aides spend much of their time on
busy work. They often plan programs and spend time collecting
books for the programs. The collections of the project often
don't have enough copies of certain books which are connected

with ¢ particular subject which a program is being centered

on,

s
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Interview with Minister (Telephione)

Reverend «e-=-- knew of the ccP because he knew Mr.
A-~~-ee=-= personally. He said that there had never been any
programs put on by the library in his church., The library did
post a calendar of events on the church bulletin board. If
the people in his church are particularly interested in a pro-
gram put on by the library they will attend. Reverend ~-==---
said that he felt that the library had been of a great service
to the people of the area in recent years. He said he knew of
the work of the van and felt that it was providing a needed

service to the community.




Interview with Community Leader.

Mrs, =cee-meae ig the representative for Bedford-Stuy-
vesant for the BPL council. She said she had known Mr.Aecece.e-
since he had begun the ccp in the Bedford Stuyvesant area.

She said that she felt that the pfograin as a whole had i)een a
help to the comnunity.‘ She mentioned a series of programs oa
investment which had been offered ecarlier in the year. She said
that she had attended and that the material offered by the CCP
wés good and that the programs were well attended. She felt

that if they had been announced in more places in the community
that more people would have attended. This was a common complaint
which Mrs., -<<----- made. She felt that when the library 1s
offering a program it should be made known to more people in the
community.

She said that she had attended lectures on Negro .history
which the library offered and she felt that more programs like
this which are of such great interest to the people of the commu-
nity should be arranged. Mrs, =-<=---- mentioned a series of
poetry reading which the ¢cp had sponsored. Sne felt that this
didn't go over very well. The point she made was thac¢ many peoi)le
in a ghetto area have cnough to do and don't go to a poetry read-
ing on a Monday night. She felt that this might have be>n better
attended if it had been held on a Sunday afternoon. Programs
such as this do not meet a primary need of the community ard this

1s what she felt the CCP should be attempting to do first.




o 1 o o A A, N S WM A R i N e B AN\ (Y A B M M A5 s 5 18 s Mt A AU i s 6 S AR £t A . ¥ e

32

She felt that the CCP must do a greater amount of

moving out into the community and that they should keep increas-

ing their collection of pocket books. Mrs,-===-=-- - seemed to

be very upset with the idea of the van. She thought that many

Lt AN B

books would be lost if they were given out on the van. Other

than this she had no objection to the program.

e SR i 3
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Interviews - College and Career Club o

Boy - Junior High - Negro

He had been to the library about a month ago. He had
gotten a book for a book review. He felt that the library
should make more fibms available. Everyone in his family used

the library.

Girl - Junior High - Negro |

o She had been to the iibrary about two months ago to get
oue a hook she wanted to read She qaid that her parents some-
times go to the library to see films. She couldn't think of
anything the library could offer the club or her which it didn t

already do.

Boy - Junior High - Negro

He had gone to the iibrary a few weeks ago on a class
visit. He thought his younger brothero and sisters used the

library.
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Interviews at Sidewalk Service Van Program

Migg cmeo=w-- (aide to Mr. A.

Migg ==w=wne- had formerly been a story teller for the
BPL in the pre-school program. When she decided to attend 14i-
brary school she applied for the job as aid- to Mr. A,
She has been working at this job for over a month. She told me
that this day was a typical day on the van with the excepticn
that there were not many children in the area. She said that
usually the children arrive in the morning and do not leave until
night or late afternoon. The response she has seen from the van
has been excellent. For instance, many books eirculated are
paperbacks and the name of the borrower is not placed on the re-
cord. She explained that few books were lost in this manner.

She told me that many contacts are made on the van.

Woman from the Board of Youth in Action

She had heard of the ccp from Mr. A, who 18 also
a member of the Youth in Actior board. She explained that the
organization had always had good cooperation with the library.
She said that the library had plamned bock talks and exhibits for
basic education classes organized by Youth in Action. "The
library and especlally Mr. A, have been helpful in planning
programs ané in letting us use the facilities which ave at their
disposal." She went on to say that the main problem in Bedford~
Stuyvesant with the libraries was not cooperation with organi-
zations but the fact that there were not enough branch libraries
for the population. She did not feel that the facilities in her

arca were large enough.




S }mszE?%E%?fzf"?”‘*“ e o A ot e e i eSS : R

35

interviews at Paremt Meeting
Mother - sge 30~ Negro

WY m # e e Al Tl P - A T
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bocks for my husband and myself. I have been going since I was
in school myself, 1 encourage my children to go and 1 take t:he

yddnger children if I feel that théy are toc young to go tbeﬁaéives.'

‘Mother - age 25- Negro
"No I don't go to the library. All my childreb are yomé ,
and I didn't realize that it was for children. 1 thought that
the books could only be read inside the I:I.brafy. Today was the
first time I knew the books could be taken home, I took out s&ne
children’s books today and will <tty (to encoﬁrhge my children to -

g0 in the future."

Mother - sge 20~ Spanish
Spoke poor English. She said that she knew nothing about

the library. She was glad to know that tﬁe& had books in Spanish.
She said that she would try ~o go in the future and to take her

child.
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Interviews held at Consumer Education Fair

Child about 5 (girl)

She said she knew about the library and had 1library cards.

Her favorite type of books were stories like The Red Balloon and

Madeline. She had first heard about the library from the van be-
fore she was in school. After that they had told her at school

and there were two branches near her home.

Child about 7 (girl)

She knew about the library and had first learned about
it in school. She had two library cards: one for school and one
for the public library. Her favorite type of book was Curious

George. She read well for her age.

Child - 6 - (boy)

He knew nothing about the library before this day. He
had been sent to story telling room by Mr., «=~««e--- after he-and
two friends had walked off with 8 books. The boy had no idea
what a library was but liked books. He wasn't able to read very
well but seemed very happy to know that he could take books out

of the library.

Child - 9 - (boy)

He knew about the library. He had first heard of it in
school when his teacher took him on a class visit. Comic books
were his favorite books. He said he didn't go to the library

because they had no comic books.
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Woman - age 40 (Worked for organization that put oa the fair.)

She didu't know about the CCP by name but had heard of
the services offered by the library. She went to the library her-
geif and encouraged her children to go. She feit that the story
tellers were a great help to her organization: they allowed more
parents to attend the fair as there was a place to leave the
children which was supervised. She also felt the van was a great
aid to the community. The only suggestion she offered was that

the library do this type of program at more fairs of this sort.

Social Worker in the Brownsville area

He had heard of the CCP during his work with the Career
and College Club. He felt that the programs offered by this pro-
ject were very effective. He stated that book talks and films
which the library had arranged for the organizations he worked
with had been successful. He felt that the main emphasis should
be placed on the preschool child., If the children are reached he

felt that the adults would go to the library.
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Interviews

Boy - Negro - 8
He went to a Catholic school and had no idea of what the
library was. He was glad to take out books and thought he would

go to the library soon.

Boy - Negro - 8

He knew nothing about the library and didn't like books
but after hanging around the van for about half an hour he took

out a book,

Woman - Negro - 25
She had a card from The New York Public Library but she

had just moved to Brooklyn. She said sh~ thought the van was a

great idea and thought they should have it in Manhattan.
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Countee Cullen Gallqu
Art Rqug}icn Preview

My husband and I went to Countee Cullen at T7:30 for
the "Art Reception Preview" by the Weusi Art Creators. The
gallery is on a balcony overhanging the main reading room and
the stacks of the library. When we arrived only four people
were in the gallery. We wandered around, looked at the show
and also looked down below at the main room of the library.

Two of the observers of the show (all of the people were in
their late twenties or early thirties) left and one teenager
(girl) came up and then several more people began arriving.
Several people greeted one another. It turned out that they
were two of the artists.

Nothing in particular seemed to be happening so we
vwent downstairs and explored the other parts of the library
including the Schomburg Collection.

We returned to the gallery and the four people there
were all seated on a couch talking with one another. By this
time it was 8:30 and we decided to leave. I had noticed a
punch bowl and paper plates off in a side room near the gallery
but did not know whether it had any relation to the art show.

As ve left I noticed a sign telling of a memorial being
held at P.S. 175 for Langston Hughes (one block from the library)
at the same time and wondered whether that had anything to do

with the small number of people at the art show.
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After talking with the program director on April 6 I learned
that the "reception" connected with the art show had begun after
9:00. "You see, in Harlem everything begins very late. Nothing
happens early. 1It's very hard to schedule anything but we
have to be very flexible if we want the people to come to the
library." The program director also mentioned the Langston Hughes
memorial and said that it took away most of the library's crowd.
"The people come home and change and a few came here before the
memorial. It roally stole any interest for the show."

The party really got going later with a few people. They
forgot cups so it was a problem. See, we aren't allowed to buy foecd
or that sort of thing for coffee groups under the project money.

So the people bring their own refreshments, but last night they
forgot cups to drink the punch from.

"Did you hear the music?" I hadn't. "That was really great.
Some of them brought records. Since it was late we started the
music softly. It didn't bother anyone in the library so it was

turned up. I'm sorry that you weren't here."
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Evening at Countee and Schomburg

General Observations About the Use of the
Library on a Monday Evening - open until 9:00

There were abcut 15 to 20 people scattered about the
main area of Countee Cullen. Two teenagers (boy and a girl
of 14 to 16 years) wefe industriously working on what appear-
ed to be reséarch papers in the young adult section of the

library. One other yodng boy was working on homework in the

section next to the young adult area. The remainder of the
people were seated at tables or browsing in the stacks. One
man was watching television. It seemed quite likely from his

‘behavior that he was a drug addict.

We did not go to the children's room but did go to the

’Schoﬁburg Library. The main room was Quite busy with older

students, both Negro and white, who were studying. There were

also somé.adults reading magazines and pamphlets at the various

tébies.

| Sinéé this was my first visit to the libraries Ildia not
talk with anyone or really explore the shelves., etc. 1 wanted to
wait until the next day when I was tc seze the program director and

would then be formally introduced te the library staff.
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Children's Lecture
with author Lorenz Graham 4:00 P,M,

The program director took me to the children's room and intro-

duced me to Miss S,, the children's sp

M ecialicst under the NMP, 1T

went into a side room of the children's library where the lecture
was to be held, Mr. Graham began soon after four, Onrly 11 children
were there at that time, Six very small boys (5-7 yrs,) were seated
together and the rest were girls scattered about the group of chairs
facing Mr, Graham, Several of these girls wore uniforms from a
parochial school,

As Mr, Graham talked about how he first began to write and
then describad his books, more and more children of various ages
trickled into the room, This side room is separated from the main
children's room by a door and glass window with sliding panes, Girls
of 9-11 years stood outside the room near the open windows and appeared
to be listening to the talk, By 4:25 close to 25 children had come
into the lecture,

At the end of the talk Mr., Graham began asking the children
questions about themselves, What they wanted to do, where they
wert to school, etc, Tnis discussicn lasted for 10 minutes. The
children seemed quite shy and whispered their answers, They all
seemed quite fascinated by what he had to say. Near the end of
the question period several girls got up and left., Five minutes
later I noticed one of them returning with one of Mr, Graham's books

clutched in her arms,
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When the group broke up mwany of the kids flocked around
Mr. Greham to get his sutograph. A muber of the children who
had been listening outside also came in during the next fifteen
minutes seeking his autograph.

I talked with one boy who sat at a table off Yo the side
with me .durj.ng the lecture. He had listened to the lecture,
occasionally glanced at Mr. Graham and then leafed through an
encyclopedia. I asked where he went to school and whé.t grade
he was in. He is in the 5th grade at St. (I believe) a
Catholic school in the 140's. This boy -Rafael =~ a Negro had
a slight accent probably indicating h2 has fairly recently come
from one of the islands -~ said that all his friends came to the
library. His parents don't use the library, but his older sisters
do. He also said that he came to some Of the things the library
had but dot all of them.

When I asked him what uther sorts of things he would like
the library to have he said, "I wish they had a television up here.
They have one downstairs in the aé.ult pert." I asked him if he
could use that TV, "I guess I could btut it's in the adult part
of the library."

I then wandered into the main room and looked about. The
children's library is a delightful place. There is considerabie
chatter and the rcoms were fiiled with kids of all ages. The
shelves are filled with new apd exciting books and the total en=-
vironment is cheerful and & pleasure to be in. There wers four

librarians in the room who were continucusly mobile and one boy =
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a Puerto Rican = 18 yrs. working at the desk checking out books.
The children would run up to one of the librarians and ask for
a great variety of books or types of assistance with homework.

"Miss S, " said a 9 or 10 yr. old boy, "I want a
book on World War I. Any book at all." She went off with him.

A heavy girl of 11 or 12 yrs. came up to another librar-
ian and said in a deep husky voice, "Heh, I want you to get me
that great book about sex."

There were two mothers in the room working with small
children as they found books.

I talked with Mrs. W. about the children's library and
asked what they were planning for the next few weeks. They too
have discontinued mcst of their special programs but do have
classes coming in for tours. They send notices to all the neigh-
borhood schools inviting them to come for a visit and a program
to be held at the same time. The classes can only come once and
they see & movie or hear stories, After that they tell the
teachers of the neighborhood that they are welcome to bring their
classes back after two o'clock as a group even though they will
no¥ have a planned program. Several teachers have done this
regularly through the year. When I asked for references, she
said that they had not ever recorded the nanes of the teachers.
She then rememfered two teachers who had frequently returned
from P.S. 175. One of these teachers even came after school with
his classes. I am attempting to reach these people and hope to

get further leads from there,
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Mrs. W. said that the NMP had made it possible for the
Library to extend all the special services and events to the
comunity. "See that shelf of books there?" There was a wall
filled with books for very young childien. 'We completely stock-
ed that with NMP money. Those books disappear very fast. It's
pretty full now but in a few months they'll be gone. The books
are small and thin so the children lose them very easily. We
need lots of money to keep it full."

Mrss S, asked me whether I had seen the schedule
anu said that she would have more time to talk another day.
"Things are pretty much over for this year. They're just some
tours left. Then we'll have a summer program.” She had to help
a child. I asked Mrs. W. about the summer program. '"Last summer
we &id wonderful things up here. Everything will be very differ-
ent this year. There aren't enough people. Anyway most of the
kids have dey camp and things like that. We had one great idea -
havirg story picnics in the library. But the main office said no.
Now we are planning to go t¢ some of the community centers with
stories. We want to reach tre kids who don't go to camp or be-
long to anything. They come to the centers. We'll go and maybe
they'll start to come. We want sow.thing pretty unstructured.
We'll read a few stories. Then we'll 2ave a balloon parade back
to the library and run & more structured progrem here. We hope

it works. We're just beginning to work on it."
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Countee Cullen,
observing, asking questions and going
with an 8th rrade class on a tour

I arrived at Countee Cullen at 9:4G just before the
class scheduieé to have a tour arrived., The class came from
the Bronx ( a mixed Negro and Puerto Rican group) with their
teacher and their school's librarian., The class explored the
main room of Countee Cullen and then was led by the young
adult librarian down to the auditorium in the basement,

She explained that they were to see a movie, "Free At
Last® which had only been shown to two other classes, She apolo-
gized to them that the movie they had hoped to see "The History
of the Negro People" had to suddenly go to another branch, She
asked them tc give her their "honest opinion at the end" about

the movie and whether other classes should see it,

While the projector was being fixed she asked the class
how many of them had ever been to Countee Cullen. Only one boy
had. She told them that if they saw any book they wanted they
were welcome to take it out if they had their library cards
with them and then return the book to ihe branches in the Bronx.

She told them that there would be "lots of programs this
sumuer s0 watch for them. ILast summer we had two steel bands
playing. Kids from Har-you played them. Then we hag a wild rock
and roll band called the Sparks. They played in the movie "Up the

Down Staircase". Maybe you have read that although it's pretty
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hard,"

The class then saw the movie which traced the history of
the Negro very briefly from the time of the emancipation., The

sound was very poor and the projector made a terrible racket.

At one point the projector broke, While the man exchanged pro-
jectors the young adult librarian told the group about Countee
Cullen, the poet, an” about the Schomburg Collection., The group
seemed bored and grew rather restless, The movie continued but
g at least ten of the thirty kids paid little attention and chattered
among themselves,

At the end, the young adult librarian had trouble getting
their attention to introduce a Negro woman of about 45 yrs.,
{é Mrs., S._ __ who would take them to the gallery to see the art
U exhibit and then to the Schomburg Collection, A number of kids
asked to gec to the bathroom or for water so she, after several

attempts, got their attention and said that they would stop at

the bathrooms and then continue the tour., The young adult 1li~
brarian told them that she had put book lists for them at the
door., 1In the hall outside of the bathrooms a table had been
set up with several books and piles of the booklets made under
the NMP called "Books About and By Negroes!, The kids gathered
around the table and seemed to be quite interested in the 1lists
and examined the books together,

Wheni the group went to the gellery I talked with four
boys who immediately sat down and never looked at che art work.
"Our teacher made us come,"

"Naw we don't use the library, What's in a library?"
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The library is too far away. It seems sort of cool. A TV
in a library."

"I've seen this library before. I used to come down this way

last summer. I went to a group down the street. . .No, I never
came in the library. I saw lots of people always coming out and
in. I never knew what for."
The girls in the group looked at the painting quite intently and
said that they used their school library all the time.

Mrs. S.___ _ took the group to the Schomburg Collection in
the next building. She immediately gave up trying to talk to
the class as a group. The kids spread through out the room ex- -
amining the exhibits, playing with the globe and looking at the
statues. I talked with more of the group but their answers in-~
dicated that they didn't use Countee Cullen. If they used any jf

library it was their school library.

St it Byt

I then talked with their schooi. librarian. She knew about

Countee Cullen and many of its activities although she had not

Y AT

heard of the NMP. "It's too far for these kids. It's a funny
class. The girls are much brighter than the boys. That makes it | ;
pretty hard. Our school is & real mess but the only nice place is
the library. They seem to come 8 lot. Most of them don't even have
public library cards. Maybe they once did but they're scared to

go back because they lost books or have fines. I even went to £
the branch near them and tried to cop—ince the people there to let k-
me bring back the books and to give the kids another chance. They a8

thought I was crazy. I knew they did that here. i let everyone




50

take books out of our school library, You should see the stack
of overdue notices. I have nightmares all the time now that
my shelves will be empty next vear, 1 just hate to get after
these poor kids,"

As the class left, their teacher asked Mrs, S. what
the hours of the library were and whether there were any books
on Langston Hughes available, "We're doing a memorial for him
on Monday and I have to write a narration,"” Mrs, S. told her
that she would gather what was still in the library and leave it
at the desk for her, The teacher also said that she felt the
kids really enjoyed the trip.

The library opened to the public at 12:30 and first 15
people streamed im and then 10 mcre came in, in the next 2 minutes,
Books were returned, people went to the magazines or sought new

books, One woman went to the main desk and said she had lost a

book but couldn't pay for it, She was told that they weuld work
it out., She asked whether she might read the paper and she was
told that she was welcome to continue using the library. 1 spent
30 minutes exploring the main floor and the young adult sections,
I found the vocational material (mentioned at JHS 2) among other
things, The young adult section is not completely enclosed, but
is off at one end. The shelves are filled with new books on the
whole and numerous copies of some books were evident.

1 then went into young adult librarian's office and sat

with her and Mrs. S.
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- NM? and they saia no, The general staff took care of the adults,
‘"There really isn't much of a program just for adults here. Most
-of the work is with the kids." 1 asked what the situation wit 3

‘the staff was, I wondered whether there was just a lack of trained
- history of the people who had worked at. Countee Cullen during the ._f

‘past .year.or two., -The major difficulty lay in the lack of 1li-_. - )é

brarians, . Also. there are very few young adult librarians around,

together to do their honework,"

~in session in the library, It is a class for unwed mothers that

I‘asked whether there was -an adult librarian under the . _ E
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people .or not sufficient funds to hire them, She went through the

She .lost -three women who worked with her this year fof a variety
ofx;easoﬁs.~\0ne:1eft because the NMP was to end in March.and
shé took ancther job,

About 1,800 children are vegistered as borrowers in the
young adult section which includes 8th grade up to approximately E
agesf18 or 20, There are several ﬁundred more children registéred,
dua to the_fact they thirk that they come with their classes, and
abput the same number (1,800) adults, When I asked, i‘he yoﬁng
adult librarian said that more yéuﬁg adult girls were registered
tﬁan‘bqys tut that the boys seemed to spend more time in the 1i-

brary, "I'm always aware of more boys, I think they come here
Mrs. 5. is currently running the only group activity still

meets once a week. "I took over the class from the young adult 3

librarien and we had a large group several months ago, . . about 35. E: -

,.
Sk

S

Now it's dwindled to about nine, sometimes only five. I have to go call
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right now to find out why, I think the girls have been
transferred elsewhere but I have to check.,"
The young adult librarian said, '"Mrs. S. has done great

+h
W hd

ngs with the girls. She had several sessions on charm and how

b

to keep themselves., They saw a movie which 1 want to see," They
both decided that I should not sit in on this particular group.

Young adult librarian: "Even though I started with these
girls and they know me I will not go back to listen, It isn't
fair to them. They see me around and . hey're pretty nervous ."

1 asked them what they planned for the summer. They were
not sure but would see when the young adult librarian returned
from her vacation. The young adults are all busy during the
summer. 'None of the kids ccme in here anymore, They have
graduation and too many outside activities, You won't see any

of them around to speak of., The season has really been over for

over a month,"

Children's Library Countee Cullen
6th Grade Tour and Program

1 arrived at the library soon after 9:00 A.M. ana chat-
ted with the librarians in the children's section for 20 minutes.
They had an opportunity to ask me some questions about my purpose
for being in the librery. At 9:20 the sixth grade class arrived
in the childien's section., A young liﬁrarian in training, Miss L.,
who works part time in the children's section was going to give the
tour. Miss L. comes from the Midwest, is about 25, and studying

at Pratt Institute. She plans to return to the Midwest next year.
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"They have been wonderful to me here. I never dreamed
that they would let me do so much. It's been hard because I
didn't know anything sbout Negro history. Working here is quite
an experience. They just let me try all kinds of things and
that's the best way to lesrn. I hope this program goes all. right
now. I'm not sure of what I am doing." She went into the side
room of the children's library and faced the class that had
seated themselves. The class consisted of 12 girls and ome
boy who looked younger.

Miss L. welcomed the class and their teacher, a young

- Negro teacher,  to Countee Cullen and told them briefly what

she would do. First she wanted to tell them aboul the children's
library end then they would get to see the rest of Countee Cullen
and the Schomburg Collection.

The program for the cla.ss consisted of the following:
Miss L. asked the class if they had heard of the Anansi in
Africa and led a brief discussion about where they lived re-
ferring to a map on the cover of a book. She stood in front
of & smell rcund table that had five beoks stending on It.
Miss L. showed the class pictures of the kings' stool used by
this perticular tribe insterd of a throne. After showing the
clagss pictures of several types of stools she told them a folk
tale. The class seemed only mildly interested at first; sudden-
ly one could sze in their faces that they were listening to the

tale being recited and half way through it they began to lauvgh

Zn the expected places. When the tale was over one could see
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that they were pleased with that experience.

Miss L. then discussed the James W. Johnson Collection
that stocd in the room we were in. The books were exclusively
about Negroes and their histoiy here in the U.S. and in Africa
and the Carribean Islands. ©She then began to discuss the books
she had set out on the table one by one. In bétween books she
would direct questions to the class which was all Negro. She
asked wnhether they had heard of wvarious people, if they had read
certain books and if thev knew where various areas were in Africa.

The children were quite shy and did not display much
knowledge relating to the specific questions. As she talked

the class grew more restless - more accurately six girls in the

_back began to whisper, one began to suck her thumb. Missb.

would pause briefly if she s'.w someone talk and the child would
immediately stop. -Missl,. handled the group very efficiently
and displayed considerable self confidence., As she spoke, she
periodically glanced at the class' teacher: these glances seem~
ed to be seeking approval or disapproval of what she was saying
about some particular Negre or an aspect of African history.
The teacher busily wrote down the names of books mentioned.
Miss L « then told the class about the Schomberg Col-
lection. ©She aiso told tne children that they were welcome o
browse about the children's library and take out any books
which might interest them. "Do any of you want to get library
cards today?" A nunber of the children said that they would.

Lt least half of the group indicated this. "You know that you
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won't be able to take out any books today if you are Jjust
getting & card.” There was a groan from the children.  'Do

any of you have cards?" One girl said that she did, but then

Miss L. innnediately led the class out of the children's
library.. I was somewhat confused because they did not get an
opportunity really to browse and no one was shown where she
could sign up for a card. We went downstairs. to the main rcom
of Countee Cullen. As we walked down I spoke with several girls.
It turned out that they came from P.S. 157 and were not all from
the sume class. A few children from each class had beeﬁ select-
ed.

The four girls that I talked with at this point had
never been to Countee Cullen ever though it was in easy walke~
ing distance from their homes, "We use our school library"

- was the general response. |

Their teacher, when I spoks with her for a moment,
said tnat a few went to the 125th St. Branch but that xost ot;
the kids found books, if they read, in the schocl lidrary. "I
am very interested ir the books the librarian mentioned. Our
school library doesn't have this kind of thing yet. We are in the
annex school s0 there are reelly two libraries. The annex has
a poor selection so fer.” She had to catch up with the front
of her group.

Tvwo girls from the group ceme up to me and asked whether

I was a librarian. I simply told them that I was a teacher.
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We were passing through the main room of Countee Cullen at

this point. 'What's that over there?" asked one girl. I ex-
plained that it was a television and seversl othzrs gathered
asking about the TVe I found myself describing it and its use.
"I never heard of that in a library!" "What's up there?" The
girl was pointing to the area‘of the art show on the balcony so
again I explained. As we walked through to the Schomburg Collect-
ion five girls walked with me asking questions about the library.
I must admit that I Jound myself giving‘something of a sales talk
about all the things this library offered to them. Thils class
vas not taken to the art show. I think this was unfortunate be-~
cause the girls appeared to be interesfed.

Schomburg library was open this morning and ten people
vere working at the tables == all but one were Negroes. Every-
- one seemed {0 be studying or writing. The children were asked

t0 be very quiet. Several of the "scholars" (as they were refer~
red tc by Miss L.) seemed rather annoyed by the disturbance that
a class passigg through causzd. The children were shown news-
pagers on racks that came from Africa and then led to the dis-
play cases, All but three girls were fascinated by what they saw.
The three others wanderel as though totally bored and stared out
- the windows near the display cases.
| Two girls, who had appeared to be especially interested

during the whole prégram, ceame and asked me whether they could
take books out of the Schombuxg Collection. I directed them to

Miss t. for the enswer. Then four girls wen®t to their teacher

iyl S um‘ln\‘lbuk L

PR

Py




57

and I overheard them asking whether they could study Africa.
The teacher explained that it was too late this yesr but told

them that it was a wonderful idea.

Several of these girls then wandered over to me. '"These

books here on Africa are really neat,' said one girl. "Why
cen't we study this stuff now?" asked another. The librarian

then showed the group the oidest book in the collection and led

R ST SR R 1O I e NI AT

them to the statue of Ira Aldrich and told thie history of the

famous actor.

ML LR T

As the librarian led the group back to Countee I \llen
the children looked around the room, touched the statue and
relunctantly followed theilr teacher out. They all seemed very
pleased with their trip as they left.

"It is s0 hard to know how to discuss Negro heritage

LR Ty

with these classes that come. One time I referred to their
people as Negroes and their teacher came to me afterwards and

said that I was never to refer to black people as Negroes but 3

as Afro-Americans. Then another time I used Afro-Americans and ,,.

that teacher told me they were colored people. It's very hard

to know quite what to say."
She then went on to say that she came from the Midwestand
found her experience at Countee Cullen "the best thing that had

ever happened."”
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P.S. 1C0
Art Show put on by the children

I went to P.S. 100 with three of the children's room's

£ these, a young woman and man, had been

hired under NMP funds. The third was a trainee from the Midwest*.

They said that they wanted to go just to see and asked if I would

: like to come along. We walked to the schocl and talked along the

‘-way.i'Né one on- the street said anything to them but quietly stared
at our proceséion. As we walked we passed a church eiementary

;‘séhoél.r i asked tﬁe young woman whether they sent groups to the

library.-

"You know, they are really the most horrible school, We

sent them a letter in the fal” inviting them to schedule classes

-

etqicomé for our programs and tours. Their headmistress wrote back
»_that-her children:uéedAthe library anyway and didn't need our tours,
;Well,.liﬁrotéga\nice 1e£ter,back explaining that we had changed
-~ our programs and did much more than only giving a tour. The

-letter was really nice, They never bothered to answer us,"

.~ - One §oung man said, '"Naturally they think that thL~ir kids

are better than any one else in the neighborhood," "I don't see

-.where they get that idea. - We see those kids in the street all

Athéitime," said the other,

"You know what we should do? We should take films of what
their lovely children do out in the streets, It would be an audio-

visualLéervice from the library. Boy, would they be shocked at what

'their~horrib1e little brats do to the others."
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I asked whether these children did use the library. "Oh,

some Of them do. No more than any other school,"

he replied.

We arrived at P.S. 100 at 12:00 and several child-
ren who were standing outside of the building yelled hello
to the librarians. Most of the children identified one or
another of them by name. We went to the basement of the
achool where the show was being held.

The auditorium was filled with the art work of all
the grades. Fifth grade children greeted us and took us
individually on a tour. I was given four tours by different
children. During the tours I began talking with the kids
and would finally ask about the library. The three 5th grade
girls and one 5th grade boy all said that they went to the
library with their classes earlier in the yesr. Two of the
girls said that they weat to the library every week. Ome
child said, "I take my little brother and sister when I go.
They don't read so good but they like to look at pictures.
I'm a good reader. My teacher told me that I could be a
guide here because I was so smart."

The other girl said that she lived with her grand-
mother and wasn't allowed to go there very often.

The third girl went alone each week. 'Them ladies

are real nice so I like to go. They help me.”

The boy went up to the librarian and said, "I lost my
library book, . but I found it!"
"Bring it back to us then, Don't worry about the fine,

It's wonderful that you were able to find it,"
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"I found it. It's at home. The lady at the library said
not to bring a book back until I got a letter, I don't have no

letter."

not to,waitufor a letter,
"O.K.‘I have the book under my bed., 1I'll come to . the
-iibrary after school,"
Thié child said to all three of the librarians during the
rest of our hour stay that he would be.there after.school., We
then left, As. we were walking out children in the hallways
called greeting to the librariaps,‘again by name,
‘ 1 was quite impressed at how well known the librarians
vere knﬁwn to the children roaming about the school. It strikes
: me‘somewhat unusual that the children knew the names so well, 1
asked. the librarians about this and. they said that a lot'of the
qhildfgn fromfP.S.,lOO used;the,gibraryf .
A ;"Tpey'game with .their classes and now come back,': -They félt
thatAmésf of their parents didn'; use the libraryq;
1"Maybe—a few come to the:programslatlnight.ﬂ
' "Yqu,won't see many qf phe-kids in»the’iibrary now, Thé
season is over and the place is empty,"

[P
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Interviews

North Manhattan Project
The New York Public Library
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Interview with Mr, A.
a teacher at Harlem's Adult
Training Center, 140 W. 125th St.

Mr. A, is a teacher at the Harlem Adult Training Center.
e met in his office after his classes were over,

The Harlem Adult Training Center is an institution run
by the Board of Education for people ranging in age from 18 to
60. The students stay for 15 weeks and about 300 come at one
time. The school is solely vocationally oriented -- "to train
people to read well enough and understand sufficient math to be
able to prepare and take someAsort of job,"

1 explained my purpose for the interview to Mr. A. He
then explained how his 6rganization became involved with the
Countee Cullen Branch, ﬁThé»pFOgram director came to 125th St.
several years ago and talked for an hour with the classes about
why they should go to the library. . . I had heard about the
project from someone else...No, I don't remember exactly who,
It was someoné in the schools, I heard that the program director
had been going to the elementary and some of the junior high
schools around here telling the teachers about the new things
happening at the library.

So then I called him, I also knew he went to Har-you,
We had jﬁst begun then and he didn't know about us.

We lack many facilities here so 1 decided to try td

get him here., The school's work is solely related to vocation-
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al material, The English and math are rzlated to the job., It's
hard for us to get materials, Although we are only supposed to
be concerned with training them for jobs many of us want them to
read beyond the classes, so the library is the logiéal source,
We don't have a library here and any materials that are here
can't be taken out of the building. So we got the program dir-
ector to come when the North Manhattan Project began.,

He came about five times at five month intervals. He
came that often since we change our population constantly, Each
time ‘the program director came he spoke with a different 8YOUP.o s
He also came with the branch librarian and his assistant.

"When the program director came we would gather about 100
students in a room before lunch and he would talk for an hour.

They had a chance to ask questions, and then the program director

would speak again in the afternoon to another group of 100 or °
sO..." I asked what those talks were about, "Well, first the
program director would talk abéut the library in general and why
it would be a useful place for their needs as students. He
brought 30 to 40 books related to all their courses for them to
see. These were vocational books. His main pitch here was to
show them that the library had practical purposes, The vocational

literature we have here in the school is very limited and Countee

Cullen has an excellent selection of books directly related to
all types of work our students are headed for, The program dir-
ector then gave them all applications for library cards., Actually

we took these applications and used them as a lesson in English

class in filling in forms.
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This sort of practice is very important for the students,

We had found it very hard to get students to the library

s sl oo falinad G 2 St FTR L RERL TVETINIR L T

! before. It's only ten blocks away but almost no one went near the

place, The program director told them about the books on Negro History

as a motivating force. The Schomburg Collection was also ex-

amined. « + .Yes, he told them about the movies. My went to

st ki

the movies, poetry readings, the music programs and all sorts of

things. As a matter of fact they wrote about it in their schocl

papex several times."

: I asked Mr, A, whether the students went as & class

; with the school or on their cwn. "No, we never took them. They

would meet (me another outside and go in groups. They were all

students here. They did all the arranging themselves ," he answered,
I then asked whether the school notified them of the

‘ events. '"The library s<nt us fliers every few weeks about the

i coming activities and we would post them around the school. All

;’ the English teachers annouaced the programs too. Sometimes the

i library would send us several hundred announcements ~nd then we
would stend at the door downstairs at 3:00 and give everyone one

as they left. Those programs were their first contact with any-

thing cultural. Meny of the students told us that after they

Rar v

went. It was a very important experience for them. I hope that

M MRS TR Y

you can keep the project going."
I explained to Mr. A. the purpose of the Bank Street
Study. We briefly discussed the issue and the problems ine

volved in discontinuing a project that has hed such impact.
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I asked Mr, A, how many of the students did go to the
library after the program director's 'alks, "A great many of
the students went: At least 25 percent joined the library each
time he came. Normally the library doesn't accept applications
by mail, but they made an exception for us, We handed oﬁt the
applications for their lesson, and then collected theﬁ at the
end. We told the students that they should see me if they
seriously wanted to join the library., We were amazed at how
many came back. Then they had to fill out the cards and bring
them to me. I put the training center stamp on them and mailed
out a batch when 20 or so were turned in,

"Gee, I eve.a have a pile right here that I must mail,
These are applications that have recently come in and it's over
3 months since project director was last here. Many of the
students went there to do their homework. The project director
or some of his staff always assisted them, Many of them live in
poor places for working and the library provided good conditions
as well as assistance,

"The project director took the books he brought back with
him, and many would go to Countee Cullen the same day and use the
books he told them about. The library has a wealth of vocational
mgterials which are directly related to each student's needs,
Groups of at least ten would be there every afternoon earlier in
the year,”

"Another thing they did in the library was to use it as
a study period for the Civil Service Exams. The project director

showed them here what they had and they rushed over afterwards,
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Countee Cullen has all the information on Civil Service and
the books about the tests. The staff at the library spent
a lot of time helping them. We don't even have that sort of

meterial here.

"Gven three or four of owr students studied for their
Armed Service exam there. It's funny how hard meny of us try
to stay out of the Army and these boys worked so hard to get
in. « . Just pass the test. I know for sure that they never
would have made it if the library staff had not coached them.
There was one women. .I cen't remember her neme whe really
made it her Job to help those boys. No one here has the time
to give that sort of help. I guess the Army is better than
nothing for many of the boys hure. They sure get a better life
than standing around on the streets all day. « »

"Some of our students also Just go there to listen to
records or watch the T.V. Many of them don't have television

8o they can see one at the library. . « « The project director

really worked very hard with our group and followed up his visits
here with the students in the library."

I asked Mr. A. wvhat his personal impressions of the
North Manhettan Project were and the effects it had on the
Harlem community. "I really feel that the library is the
cultural center of Harlem. I am constantly amazed at how well
known the programs there are. I've run into people all over
the city who know about it. Just the other day I was talking

to a man who owns & silk screening factory downtown. One




.- . etnis men: dieplayed ;hie:~,phobograpﬁs~in a show there. And

&

LT ThatSNCC :photography :8hod vasw,mervelous. It travelled all
Lhen over the. country. When it opened at Countee Cullen, ‘Gordon
Pa.rks came: for the opening That ’s. pretty spéciel. One of

our atud.ente vas ao motivated by their. programs. that he even

‘oegan d:'splaying a iev of his photographs "'here
; = I aakeu whether hie students used Schomburg. "Lhny

xr-,.\

of the students do use Schomburg. It's perticular]y useful
i Schomburg ie good. at relaxing 'aensions

s ';,they»have. ‘.['hey are & tough group. 'J.‘hey are alvays aeking

vhy isn’t »his done, or vhy 4o people do this or vhy :l.s it

that ve alvaye hear thie. ‘I'hey say that there i.sn 't any

1itereture that tells the L. nth. I told them about that

. little book store e.cross the street. .do you see it there?
weﬁ vhen I showed. it to them I had to back down. It's |
- fcloaed all veek except for 8 fev hours on Friday and Saturdey.

So then I told them a‘bout the Schanburg Collection, and they

qu:lte excited. They couldn't believe 1t. that a p.ua.ce they
could use told. the truth. ‘ But they never can be eatistied

and h'a.d to ﬂnd something wrong, They can't take the books
' out so the vhite 1nat1tut:l.on has toxed them again. . .Don 5

T underestimete the 1mportance of getting a Muslim to admit
. place ha.s booke that tell the truth, It's very significent.”

vent ’ of course, to prove me vrong. Well, they vers amozed and
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We talked for a few moments about the image of
& public .ibrary that is run by white people and is con-

sidered & white institution by the people of Harlem. How-

ever it seems quite evident that the North Manhattan Pro-
Ject helped shatter part of this imege in Harlem. "If the
Muslims will go there to use the library and meny of them have
teken part in militant programs the old image is changing."”
Mr, A. had no ideas of further innovations needed or
changes that should be implemented. "The library does more
than its share for us. It's the most important aid to our
school. It fills our needs but I can't say how well it works

for everycue. It Just musu't be stopped.”
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"i,other public schools of its vintage. - JHS #1 has been a

L of, the school. 3

Junior High School
#1 '

Mrs.’Winsor and I met at JHS #1. We had arranged to .

interview Miss T., chairman of the English Department at 1: 00

5~'and~Mr. Y., an English teacher, at 1:45, . The principal of JHS {1,
R Mr..M., introduced us, to Miss T, and allowed us .to use his office

¢.during the,two interviews.i His presence seemed to have “no

'noticeable effect upon-: either Miss B. or Mr. H.

“AL approximately 2 15 ve. were able to briefly talk with Mr, L.

Perhaps a few details about JHS #1 should be mentioned be-

‘rffore proceeding w1th the interview reports., It was built in 1922.
:~L;The school ‘now houses 1200 1300 male pupils in. the 6th 7th, and
7;;58th grades.' Mr. Y. said that the maJority of the: pupilsgwho come

~:5to,JHS #r read "well below grade. level." Reading deficiencies

'seem to charatterize most~of the student body thus presenting

__‘great problems to the administration as far as curriculum olanning

'T;is concerned., The school - building appeared old. but not unlike '

"tinder

box" within Harlem and was to have been closed several years ago.

‘ ¢,¢The staff was unable to control the young boys within the ccnfines

's responsiveness.»

e S e -
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Interview with Miss T., Chairmen oi the English
Dept. held at 1:00

Miss T.: a white women of approximately 35 years

Mrs. Winsor explained the nature of the Bank Street
research project. Miss T., before having any specific quest-
ions directed to her, explained how she felt Countee Cullen
influenced the commuity -=- "the cultural events held at
the library, " were, in her opinion, of the greatest import-
ance.

Circulars were sent to the school "on request” describe
ing each coming event. Miss T. asked Countee Cullen to send
these announcements after she saw another teacher carrying an
announcement of a poetry reading around. It is important to
realize thet Miss T. only took her present job in Febmry ’
of 1967 therefore missing any literature Countee Cullen might
have distributed at the beginning of the 1966-67 school year.

The first library event Miss T. was aware of was the
reading of & Negro poet held at the library. All of the
English teachers gave their classes information sbout the read-
ing; the children were also invited to bring their own poetry
to read. It was her impression that a number of JHS #1
students had attended the poetry reading.

Miss T. felt that the children at JHS #1 were initially
motivated to enter the library by the movies offered during the

school day at Countee Cullen. Their interest grew when they

| ERIC
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- learned that their past fines and charges for lost booké

would be vaived. Various teachers s took their classes
to the library and encouraged the students to use it.
She felt that meny students did use the library since
many’ of them came to school with library books.
The Countee Cullen Library sent lists of teenage
- books to the school for the children to lookr over 'so tﬁey
might have some -idea of what they wanted before entei'ing
the library. | |
Miss T. -seemeﬁ’ only 'vaguely_ avare of the ﬁo;'th
Menhatten Project., She did memtion that & book list vas
Asent %0 the school by the North Menhattan Project entitled

Books About. and By Negroes.

‘Miss T. continually referred to Mr. Y. s‘aying'l that
- he could give usr more -detailed informetion about -the use: |
of the library ar;d the services it offered to_hié. cla#ses'.
. "he main thing I know sbout the library is that it is Just
. getting the kids into the library." -
When asked -about additional services the library could i
. offer the commmity Miss T . said the crucial thipg vas "a need }/ |
for lots of money to keep the project -going.f I ‘un»derstand thatj' e
-. the _steff is being cut.” The film projectionis’t apd. several o
children's specialists were .'be:i.ng' removeds "If the project
goes, the commuq:l.ty will really suffér. If there is no
séﬁice foz;(eac,h partiéulaf néed,’ no onle‘will go 1;0 the
11b£a1{y. The library is the cen{;éf for all cul“ﬁufa; things

here in Harlem.
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"The children here do read. . . .they have the
money to buy paperbacké. «all kids today. have inoney. How
do you think they buy comic books, gum or candy?. . «The.

trouble is that there's no place to buy books around here.

. I don't know the community that well but the only place I've

seen is-Woolworth's. The kids read Baldwin and Wright.

‘They read autobiographies like Malcolm X and Sammy Davis

Jdr.'s books, Woolvworth's can't keep them in stock. .I g0
in there to look. Most of it's junk."

Mrs. Winsor presented the idea of having the library

- sell paperbacks and-'asked whether it might be a useful 4
:service. Both Miss T. and Mr.M ., felt that it was a terrific
idea. MissT. suggested that the Library find a member of

" the community or a library aide to cope with selling of the

books: "The kids and other people will buy them. I know

- that."

' “Miss T. had to leave to teach her class.’ She did

| ot seem to know specific details sbout the North Manhatten

- . Project -or-the Countee. Cullen~Schomburg services. She vas

avare that some cultural events took place at the library

‘and that some of the children had attended them. The main

- point that she mentioned was that Countee Cullen. was "the

chief cultural center. for the Harlem community."

Interv:.ew with Mr. Y. , &8n Eng) xsh teacher for two

8th grade sections (8 6 and 8.7),- a 7th grade class and a




i
|
]
3

e i

73

Reading class, (I am not sure whether the 7th grade class was
a regular English class or his remedial reading group.)

v

Mr, Y.: a Negro man:

During tiie interview Mr. Y. volunteered the following information
about himself, This is his first year in New York City., He
grew up in the Midwest and then lived and taught in Ohio. His
degree is in social studies and he is "pinch hitting this year
by teaching English."” Next year he wiil teach social studies,
"My son came to New York City for law school so I came too., Now
the distance won't be so great., . .I live‘in.Harlem."

‘During the early fall Mr, Y. received a letter from the
young adult specialist for the North Manhattan Project saying
the project was being enlarged and could accomodate the schools
in the area, Mr., Y, was invited to meet with the young adult
library staff to work out a program and schedule for his classes
in the library., "Since there are no high schools around here the
junior high schools got a break., We get more service since we're
the next oldest school group,"

Mr. Y, met with the project staff and arranged regularly
to bring his two eighth grade classes to the library, They tried
to set up $Vprogram,that would keep the children "intg;ested".
Mr., Y. took each class separately (one having 24 students, thg.

other 25) once every other Tuesday afternoon.
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"In the beginning we realized that one school period wasn't

long enough for a library trip. I arranged it so that the

class could go for the whole afternoon. We leave at 1:3C. .

they spend their English class in the library and also miss
another‘ class. . I got someone to cover for me during the
last period and the kids don't really miss anything. . oI
dismiss them at 3:00 from the library."
-+ In the fall each class was given a tour through the
" librery and through the Schomburg Collection.

"Wery few of my boys can read at grade level. 8.6

and 8.7 are average reading levels for these groups. Almost
" no one here can read at grude level. + o oI don't know what
they do in elemen‘l;ary school. How can children go to school |
-and not learn to read?"
| "I;iost of my boys- knew of the library but had had little
contact with it.  If they had they were very shy. fou know,
they lost books they took out or had high fines piled up. The
Libi‘ary vas wonderful and waived all the debts. Temporary
- library cards were issued on the spot to everyone in each

ciass. That was really a wonderful thing for them to do. "

) Mr. Y. repéatédly mentioned that the library was "very
co“opera‘.tivé".» "We had about 50 percent cooperation from the
- boys. They didn't know lbts of things the library offered. . + «

One thing that helped was that the library considers an eighth

grader an adult, He can sign for himself, The earlier grades
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like sixth and seventh can't go as a class when the library is
open to the public, They have to go in the morning., An eighth
grader has complete freedom,"

"In the beginning of our library program we saw movies in
the auditorium. We asked the boys what they wanted to see. They
saw things like the story of Jessie Owens., . .lots of sports. .a
film on the Olympics., . .a good movie was a CBS Special with shots
taken all over Harlem., The kids loved it, They saw places they
knew, Some of them even recognized people they knew. They were
so excited by it,"

"The young adult librarian and the other ladies tried to
make the program uninstructive---make it unlike scﬂ;ol{“

"Countee Cullen has a teenage room where we would go,

Most of our time was spent on the first floor although the kids
have access to'the whole library. They were given pamphlets
listing the books so they could look over each category and de-
cide what they wanted to ask for. . .the young adult librarian,
Miss E., or Mrs. F. stayed with us for the whole two hours each
time we went,"

We asked Mr., Y about innovations the North Manhattan Project
could include. ''I read an editorial in The Post during March saying
there would be a cutback in the program. I was very concerned,

A number of teachers were too. I went to the library and told
them. . .Our classes stopped last Thursday (25 May) because the
eighth grade has graduation practice. I don't know what will

happen next year,"
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We asked Mr, Y. how many students use the library.
"Abqut one~-third. of each'class (not sure whether he referred
fo his own classes or all classes) go themselves to the lib-
‘rary. Tﬁere are several programs at the. library not connected
‘with)school and I know a few kids went."

"?ﬁé library project 1 took my classes to did a_wﬁo]e
‘Lpt of,gqpa. %If‘Qas ﬁ break‘in the routine(of the week; .Tﬁey
had an afternoon off but it was beneficial. 1 was frankly amazed
at thé»appéﬁl of the program for the kids., . . .You know; going

" . to the library eliminated cutting on Tuesday. The boys were

' - &lways after me about going."
| ;Mfs. ﬁinsof asked whetﬁer the librafy prograﬁ had anyv»
inflﬁence on the children's writing., "I had them write little
éssé&s which i;have at home about what thgy>thpught of the library i
' prééram.? The young adult librarian pééﬁed Aut cards that asked"
fhem.whpt podk‘they h;d,réad ana Qhat they.likedﬁor-aidnltllike
v abéu§4i£: Thg books were:racjally centered--books ubout,peqble
N»the§'had héaro.:f.ﬂ: .
We asked Mr, Y, whether his classes were the only ones
~ from JHS #i=involved regularly in the library project. As fa;
;as'heﬂknew‘thgy ngé.,i"Some~c1asses would go on their own. The
él;QSZ,tand 8?)clqsses.  Théy only need a stimulus, They doni;
need constant aﬁfgntion. But with boys like mine you've got to
géf:tﬁeﬁ interested in something to read, . . If a class can go
© to the library there is a range of thirty books that have been

read, I had to read a lot of books I didn't know so I could

SRRV [ - o e s e e a1
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work with the children. Usually a class reads only a few
different books they find in the classroom. , . ., We can't
follow any specific English curriculum. The curriculum has to
be setup for each class since their abilities are so varied,"

Mrs. Winsor asked Mr. Y. whether he felt the Schomburg
Collection would be useful to his social studies classes next
year, "The kids aren't very interested in che Schombutg Coll-
ection for English, Maybe they might be for social studies.
I've never been there alone. I hope to get there this summer.
The kids liked the weapon display best, (the African weapons)

I really feel this heritage bit is overplayed, The children

need things that are current., The African descent business is
around them here, They hear it ;;om the Black Nationalists, the
Muslims and groups like that, It's preached on the street corners
and in community groups, . .Stories or movies about Rooker T.
Washington and George Washington Carver are no good, They have
no meaning, The boys like to hear about young people. Things
people do today iren't so far away from them,"

"My chief objection to the library is the Schomburg Coll-
ection--the spacing and location, It's used by college and
graduate students so it's difficult to take classes there. It's
a large room but the children disturb the people who are studying,"

Mr. M. entered the conversation and agreed with Mr, Y. They

should scparate the slides and projectors from the studiers.
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' some English classes will take advantage of thesproject.",
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- The space is'too small. Anyway the children‘mainly like the

exhibits, "

.f_Mrs,~Winsor'asked both men whether it would be useful to

“:*§ZE7ﬁ§”57p£6gram’fof teachers - a series of seminars’discussing

the facilities in the library - the Schomburg Collection in

,fparticular. Mr. Yo felt that it was an- excellent idea, Mr. Y.

. “:w’hgd;tofieave for a class\at~thiS~P°1nt°vt"’

He was extremely open and actively talked about: his

- contacts with the library. (We directed relatively few questions
f:to him.) He was. very aware of thv North Manhattan Project; the
.NMP enabled his classes to use the library receiving great o

3 assistance from the librarians. _The children were not aware

ofxthe-NMP. Their visits were "Justrpart .of the library". ~Mr. Y,

“;;felt that several teachers did.use the 1ibrary independently of
. :.;3;their classes. ~He did not know what services or privileges were

‘;:available to teachers. For example hOW'many~books he.couldfsigng

out for his class.hp4,a~ e S T T A ‘_*lx R

The North Manhattan Pro;ect made a very positive impact

ufupon Mr. Y. and he repeatedly referred o the "wonderful ‘cooper-
’ '”ation and assistance that the young adult librarian, Miss E.,and
' Mrs. F. gave" to his c&asses. "1 just hope this, can~go on,next

v,year. Even though I'11 be, in Social Studies 1. want ‘to-see that

Sw L, bt ey v
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Interview with Mr. M. - white principal of 50-55
years.
Mr.M, said he-had never been to the library with

any classes but had been to several meetings after school.

' end in the evening. (He did not discuss the nature of these

meetings.)

"The library project is a wonderful thing but teachers
complain that the same classes are always there. There are
several pro;olems. “irst I can't control the scheduling; the
library does. . They contact the teachers. The second thing

is the traveling. If the class goes for one period (L2

" minutes) they only go for a walk and see very little. It's

a ten minute walk there. If they go all afternoon they lose their
eighth period class, So then I have to get someone to
cover for the teacher. Other teachers expect their class and

don't know where they are. The class doesn't show because

~they've gone to the library.:

"I don't know whether there's enough material in the
library to relate to their school curriculum. - If a class
goes to the library they lose valuablg instruction time.
They can't afford to miss it. There's little value going
‘on school time, particularly if for only one period. It
would be 0.K. for two periods. We want to somedsy try to
parallel classes in their curriculum so some classes could

leave with a teacher and the others would be covered.
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>+ So far we don't have & main or core curriculum for each‘ grade.
We Jus‘b starte& grouping the sixth g e,mde for some group activity." N

e ; Any'way I have @ book fand in my bu:lget. 1t & child

m_“. _v:“ ﬁ.ﬁ.,a,, uaes the librery to do an original piece of research after ‘:-r
E school ve will- give him an ewerd of & book. hny activity :
N - pursued after school in the library might get an eward.. It ) )

Just can"c be done d.uring school time with the scheduling

N , . . _: . ! ,:'.« :.
:- - . . - . o ' N ) , . ) AP
PI'OblemBo ,s:‘: B U T ,ﬂ'::. _ RSP
- : ' - o - PRSP

Mrs. Winsor asked Mr. M. for further ideas about a L
- "workshop" or simila.r plan for teachers &t the Library "; 1
L think 11'. 18 an excellent idea but will they attend? We pay :: : w
‘ teachers to go %0 :lnstitutes and they never go. s .Well even |
: _:::— | 1f a fev teachers vent 1t would be wonderful e - 'J.‘he library
\ | should. gi.ve them pemphlets- and that kind of naterial.‘ The N ‘;-
] ') few teachers would. tell others. about it so“the word would |
: IRy spread,. e ;f,’. Al s : — g
T | - Mr. M. 'e comments vere primerily concerned. wit.h the
o ‘;f:{ ) e problems of an administrator: -the problems of scheduling ) =
| lij;‘f,ju::jj: classes and secondly, the fact that only a few claeses could | |

B beaccommodated by the libra,ry S '
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Interview with the Project
Director of the NMP at Countee Cullen

I met with the project director to find out about the NMP
and to obtain poséible leads into the community where the influence
of the NMP might be felt and the services used. I did not inter-
view him in any formal sense. I wanted him to get to know me
.and to find out from a primary source exactly what was going on
in the library.

The events sponso¥ed specifically by the NMP havédl:f'een
decreased somewhat in the past year and most dtaétically récehtiy
due to & lack cf staff. Some Of the people hired under the pro-
jeci: left after March 1967 when the future of the project ;iaq

threatened by discontinuing the funds, Although staff had been

assigned to NMP, both groups of staff within COunt:eé Cullen

worked together as teams in each division: children; young adults
and adult., The total staff, including custodians and guards,

had been 36 and now stands at 24 - 25, The NMP does not reach any

other library branches in North Manhattan due to lack of staff,
(It was reported that they did work in nther branches,)

In the beginning of the project, two years ago, the staff .
of the NMP went out into the community visiting various groups
(churches, HARYOU-Act, YMCA, schools, block associations, cdmun-
ity centers) to tell them about the library and the new services
that would be provided by the project, This type of recruiting
has largely stopped. "The community knows about us now and
again we don't have the staff to tske this time,"

The library staff is currently working furiously on their

beroy T,
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latest annual report which I will be allowedr to see and use

next week, they hope. From that report I can get a list and

- possibly some discussion of the events run by the project .

. during this past year, All the classes, lectures, book clubs,

films, etc. have been d:l.ocontinuegl for the Asummer at this

po:lnt. ,Ma_ny, things were stopped on May 1 because the chiloren

play outside, and the library needs time to prepare its reports
‘ N and plan for the summer, I will be able to see some classes
, _‘who vi..it .the children's library but beyond that. li.ttle will be
e happenlng. The record players are corrent—ly,_beiug. repai.red. 80

no one comes to hear the records, - They are not sure when the

- -

repa:lrs w:lll be completed. , P e
- The prOJect director gave me five peOple to contact about their'use i

of the library: two people from Harlem Teams for. Self Help

. ;. =.aman from the Urban League who is worki.ng witb |
. . dropouts so they can finish HS. - |

= a man from the Harlem Adult ,Troining-— Center

- a man working at the YMCA as. part -of ,._H#ryou ’

S ‘ concerning the Heritage -Program- | |
‘ All of these people deal with adults according to the project director.
~have begun to make arrangements to see them, -
R -asked the project director how far the NMI?'s influence Spread 3
| 1nto Harlem. ‘He showed me maps designating where the "borrowers" ,. |

for each library dlvi.slonm from, -The greatest ;nmbera ‘came

from the area directly surrounjing Countee Cullen, He dld

| . point out that a number of people came from the BronxAbut ;vere
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not shown on the map,

1 then aske& about &qrious—¢ommunity groups; that‘hﬁd :
. been mentioned in their previous annual reports, which they .
went-out-to, "We don't go there {(Program §) anymore, -Itis. .
g shgme becguse we had a wonderful person who really helped . .
the kids with their work, She left and: we don't have .anyone.-
“to taye her‘placg." Although they seﬁd out notices and flyers
to groups in the area éhey depend;oh the people.to-cbntact,ghém
‘as well néw. | |

I asked the project director how well known ﬁe felt -the
’hame NMPAwas. "I don't think too many people knowuagodeit.’
Within the libfary we try not to make it a separate thing.i; .
It has one disadvantage, The older people who usedACounteé
‘Cullen for years need to know about the project, They oftéﬁ
grew tired of coming or are lazy about the library, If we could
convihce them that new things are going on here fhen they;wouid
come, With the kids it's less of a problem. ﬁé.have been able
to reach then,"

The project director mentioned*some of the activities'that
‘were held this year.and showed me photographs taken at the events
during the past two years, "It's a real shame that you are~her§
‘now because so little wiillbe hgppening. The library is'pretfy
empty now, Some things will pick up over the summer but nothing
like last summer., Last summer was fantastic, You shod1d~have
seen all that went on. We can't do it this summer because of

the staff shortage, It's such a shame bﬁt there is nothing we

can do,"

'
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I told the project director where I had been and what my plans were

for the next few days, He felt that it would be best for him to
take me to meet the other staff members from whom I could get a
better picture of what went on in each division, "Ask all the
questiocas you want vhile you are here, We are so involved with
vhat goes on that we assume that everyone knows too,"

We went upstairs at this point and together met with

the young adult specialist under the NMP project,

ot et S as iR




fvlnterview with the Young Adult Librarian

She described what they were doing, or had been doing

‘ during tne past two years. All of f'h:ls was recorded in their

s s ko o e e s sl e it e e

annual reports. The only classes that regularly came to the
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5.3;:72”,?f'§f 1ibrary‘for a planned program were those of Mr, Y. (see that

ivfing,'p - interview of June 2). She felt that it had been very successful

: "we couldn't handle anymore than those classes because of the , S E

lack of staff Many classes come for one visit and a tour and

then return on their own. We also get a lot of classes from .

x\,.'jr, - EE -

far away - Long Island Bronx,‘NeW'Jersey, etc. They Just come

- gto see the library and primarily the Schomburg Collection.

The neighborhood groups might come individually after school."

i?%i I asked her about what she did when not conducflng tours.

Sherstays at a desk and is there to help the teenagers with

%

their homework or if they'are looking for books. ("A big thing

- .;\.~ “‘4_

we did was to waive fines and allow the children to take out -

. o e g
s g v-‘ . -

books even if they had lost them in the past. No other library._ :,_.ilfffi’

‘_.‘ - { ~ - .

will do this ) We have so much money that we can do it. T

- ((L.‘: .

G

mention nw'name a number of rimes on a tour hoping they will

remember it. I tell them to bring their long overdue books to

| . me or have me called so that it can be waived. They really did . K :i.: ijfi
“‘\remember and lots of them came asking for car&s..' Another
‘woman had run a book club for several months this year but »'i”g_d,pf;i‘l?
finally discontinued it as their interest dwindled Last y.ar
the book club was a grnat success but now the kids have so

E many things to do after school that they don't need
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to come."

The young adult librarian and the project director both described
how the library had thrown away many of its old books and had purchésed
many new and more interesting books for each division. They also
bought numerous copies of the more popular books,

The young adult librarian e.plained tt:t she had tried some-
thing new this year. 'Normally young adult librarians get fogether
and decide what they think teenagers might like to read. No one has
ever really asked the kids what they want. I started handing out
cards with names of books on it asking for their opinions. I only
have done it for four months so I can't make any definite state-
ments yet."

The project director said, "Well, some specuiation might appear
in your report. No other library could ever do this. Just having
the project staff makes this kind of thing possible. Our kids get
much more individual help. A librarian usually only has time to

tell you where the book is or runs and finds it for you."




,'InterviEws “on :l37'thr *Str‘eet

I arrived few minutes early for my appointment with Mr. 0.

at Harlem Teams for Self Help. . oeveral girls standing across the

e ___;!4.2:.._/3:/,?{{. Z P - —a - - I e 1]
A /e'.freet b gan talking with me. X ou 1oo Ke one of my teacners,"

L said one 20 year old girl. I picked ‘up the conversation from there
: and began talking with the five girls who were all about 20 years old.
1;.“ “'l‘hey all lived» in the Fneighborhood and were students at Harlem Teams
ﬁor Self Help. Four of them had children although they weren't married.;: ‘

. They volunteered the information about their own lives with little

- ~coming fronr me‘ Somehow a rapport was established and ve, talked for 15

ed their program. T }»} { : s co f:., .

,_J then £elt free to explain what I was up to when they asked’

/',

’I\vo others said Jthat they went every week with their class to
'm'lvies and l.earn about the library. “I Went once after class. My

The other one never returned on. her own, The fifth girl said

.'I asked them whether they vknew of any of their friends or

;

}ucsassmates who went to the movies or. shows. They shook their
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heads no and then they remembered that one girl at the school went
all the time. '"She ain't got no baby."

"Yeh, she lives at home."

"She's a square chick...l guess she's smart. The library's

for that kind."

Then they asked me some questions about myself and if I would
be up this way anymore. I told them that 1 spent a fair amount of
time at the library. They were going to the park with their gym
class. As they left they introduced me to their gym teacher. He
sent them off to catch their ride. They said goodbye and the two girls
who had initiated the conversation said, "See you again." One of them
said, "Let's get together. I didn't know white chicks could be so
cool. Maybe we'll com> to that place over there." The other said;
"Will you show us the library? Then we can go out." A third girl
came back toward me, "I'll come too. Can I bxing a baby?" I assured
her that she could and they left.

After they left the teacher, Mr. V., a Negro man of 25 years,
asked what I was doing and I explained. He seemei very interested and
began talking about the library. "The school takes all the kids there
every week for movies. The people there have been a big help for us."
He told me he grew up in Harlem and wen® to college in Ohio. He
asked me where I was from and we chatted about places we both knew.
"You never could believe how that place has changed (referring to the
library.) 1 never went near the place as a kid. Now they have great

programs.” I asked if he had he had heard of the NMP and he hadn't.




He did know that they recei.ved a lot of money two - years

agoe. isn't that going to atop soon?“ I told him that I didn't

ﬁw for sure but that the library was concerned. "de, we wi.l.l

ol be 1n a {n.;.’u that happens. It's beerr great f;r our k:l.ds.

' L 3 He really di.dn't know how many of the kids at rthe center ueed

%-,“f: B o t‘helubrary on thei.r own or about the 1nﬂuence lor\ the (zeomunity.
‘ , M "Some people use it but I'm not sure, 1 just teach physical ed-
;‘1 : Ih ). u;:ation,‘Mr. D wul khow best." IR |

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: ‘
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Harlem Teams for Self Help
Interview with Mr. O.
Counselor and Teacher

Mr, 0.7 was. a young Negro man who warmiy greeted me
‘and took mé info hi.sy office which was used by thrée btixer peo=
j)le. “please éxc#ée the c;ose quarg:ers.\ We realiy ~sui:‘fer: for
spéce;" o | ’A‘ - ‘ | '

VI expléine& why» I had come, He first explaingci some~
thing about the Harlem TeQmB for éeif ‘Help.L They havé 20 wéek
programs for 17 to 20 yr. old kids who have graduatéd from
high schiool tut can barely read or do "basic arithmetic."™ "Our
major desire is to help these kids in social relationships,
They need to know how to function in this enviromment, Most of
them grew up here and maybe left for a biit. The); need to léaml
how to get along with the next guye. Remedial work is given but
M:'Q not our sole nurpose, ' Some kids in a different prograni
come to work toward taking and gétcing their H,S. Equivalency
diplomas, After the first group finishes here they go on to
vocational school, We don't do any of that here. 75 per cent of our
graduates go on for more training. The ‘trainihg they choose
ranges from A to Z, The whole bit, nursing, IBM etCese A
few of these kids try to take jobs as soon as they finish here,
I try to discourage that, They aren't ready and they usually
end up back here all over againe.essssel also work with another
group ti.at want to go on to college,

I grew up here and it's funny, I went to college and

e L T LA
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now am working on my Ph D ‘T just can't believe I did it and
'don't—know how I did 1t, - It's hard when 1 see’ these ‘kids, They

should be do!.ng it too but I always forget that it isn't so sim~

Yoo eralwa
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‘ "groups.' ~These -are. 'terms*they aeed'to know so they'can £111 out
: .'T"'appiicav.ions. we' spend a lot of time teaching them how to £ill
- : out application blanks and that sort of thing......"

= <t Mr. f'}”‘f then led into cheir use of the- library. 'Me

L took ths whole school there every week for some sort of program.

“.- We slways saw a mov:le and then’ let ‘the k:l.ds wander arour.d......

: We‘ took about* 165 kids -at: once,. It got pretty crowded but the

| :‘people at: the library have been wonderful to us." I asked how
the programs vere initiated, ”We asked them for mater:lal on

how t:o use a 11brary and that's where it 811 started. 'l‘hey ,sent

. ,:V;:;us notices for all the events and 1ists of the movies for us to

’ohoose. We would choose what we wanted to see each week and

S they would' get it set up for us, We worked out our own schedule

and they somehow managed to put up with us.....’l’hey explained

- about the- 1ibrary a little 1n the begi.nning, but we did most of

it. It wonld take too much of- t:he:l.r time, and we don't want '
td_\take‘ adv‘antage of them, Really, they have done such wonderful
| thiogs"“ for us....The kids saw great movies." | |
I asked him whether th‘e' kids used the “Ifbrarw-flon:""their
own., "Some of them go over there to do research for a class orh x
run errands there for me, A lot of them do good jobs and really

‘know how to use the place, It's funny, Some of them will say
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‘they don"t like the library or complain about having to go,
But it's obvious they like it, They never make a sound dur=
ing the movies, Since we golevery week some of them begin
to iook around, They see something they think looks inter=
esting and before they realize it they are hooked on reading.
. It's hcppened to quite a few and I am thrilled when it happens,
| ﬁe let them loose and the casual atmosphere helps them," -
| I asked whether he thought they went to any of the eve
_ents held in the evening., ™"We have a problem here, Legally
. we can only keep them here from 9 until 3. After that they
‘have their own babies, little brothers, or sisters to take-
care of, or some have part-time jobs. We tell about things
tliey might like but they just can't go because of their kind
of livesz,"
. I asked him whether he had heard cf the NMP. : He thought
. for a bit and then remembered that it was somehow a part of the
1ibrary but knew little beyond that, I then asked whether the
-kids found the Schomburg Collection useful in their work, ‘'They
.don't go there too much, If someone is doing a research project
on the Negro or on dope addiction they might go there, Countee
Cullen has a lot of books they can use too, ..Just a minute,
Here 18 a paper from one boy who went to get some poems from
-Schomburg for a program we had, I just had him copy them, but
hei went to Schomburg and found them,"
I then asked Mr. O. what other services he felt the

. 1ibrary might offer which would be useful to his group or to the
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community, ."That's a hard and very good question. I really
should have been thinking about that kind of thing... It would
be wonderful if they could have programs - ébrt of seminars for
the kids during the day....about things in the community...pol-
itics..ohousing,,.all thai: gort of thing, The kids want informe
"ation about everything going on around here and discussion groups
would be a big help,. They could do papers and study before each
meating, " Bef]oﬁd this he again mentic;ned. how helpful the staff
- at the library had been and what a "great rescurce it was," |

I thanked Mr, O. "and he said; “Please feel free to
come bacli*anytime '4f I can be of more help,"

Mre O. &1d not know the names of any particular-
- staff memher at the library, No ome specificaliy worked with
hig school, The vwhole library staff seemed to participate ss

far as he could make out,
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HARYOU - Act
W. 135th St.
Interview with Mr., V, :
Director of the Herita Programs

T o =t M_. 17 2 2~ ~
-"J. me WALILIl ItLe Ve LIl 1LLD 1AARLVY U

;; ~one hou .Mr.‘V is about 50 years old and quite a distinguished ‘d_ ' :2?§

”§fffif;§;ﬂmanr;~Among all of his many activities he is the editer of Freedom-

R T :
RHATETEINGS L I

;;3'f{§%¢wavs and has written several books and many articles.

1 by

;f_ng;; I explained why I had come, and he first asked a few quest-
;,‘ions &bout Bank Street College and made a few comments, none related
to this,project. “He spect”a fair amount of time discussing the
. programs at:the "~aThere are nine "gnitsﬂ_within the_Keritage Pro-
Efii';it";gram each "serving 20 - 30 kids," . "éountee Cullen isithe base for
J‘Lfour research material...base for ready reference materiali Thére;A
‘the;e,are-materials.they can:takeaout. Let me look for the bulletin - ;.éf?
:;1'@y ciasses wrote using library materials ﬁor_their,research,ﬁ | |
”\M%.sv spent nuch of our interview gatheriné materials for me o trir ':f

1"about HARYOU that he had written or others had written for the

A: programs' curriculum. He never could find a copy of the bulletin
;”written by the students, but gaid he would bring one to the 1ibrary
Vﬁg;for me. “They use Schomburg occasionally but mainly they use
CountEe Cullen. Thuse books they can take out...anyway most of what
7;they are looking for can be found there. Schomburg doesn't like
to have the kids around as much "
The Heritage Program'is divided into a series of levels
which the kids work up through., There are two classes: 6 - 12

yr. olds and 12 - 16 yr. olds. The major group of students are high .

T
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school age. After a kid had gone through several study levels
the "potential teachers are chosen to take a Heritage Lezadership
class, These students go to the community groups snd teach other
children about their heritage."

"We use the library all the time. The students know about
everything going on there because we make it well know. They
come to school here at night so instead of meeting with their teacher
we take the whole school to the library for the cﬁltural program.
They are required to go in place of class. ...We monopolize the
programs there. I am asked to give talks quite frequently. We
have the best poets around here so they are always giving readings.
Our musicians are also very good. Some of the music programs are
made up of a combination of kids...from here and other groups.
«.+1've worked with the project director all along. He's a good
friend of mine. When the NMP was first talked about, even before
it was approved, I was asked to be a planner for it. I just couldn't
because I am a very busy man......"

"Our kids go all the time on their own. We train the
children into the library habit and they go." Mr. V. spake
with great pride when referring to his students. "A number of
our students go there just to get facts that they can take back
to school to repudiate what the teachers tell them. Lies, all
1ies. The schools don't tell these kids anything about their
history.'"  Mr. V. then spent a bit of time describing some
of the curriculum they taught to their groups.

Mr, V. is a militant man and devoted to instilling.
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pride end knowledge 1nto hie etndente in reference to their heritege.
"I grew up in Barlem.. .well. actually 1 ceme here as a k:ld frcm the

- : _f South I’ve lived here all my life except for two yeare 1n Brooklyn,

e e ‘_l-_...... S Ceiicn o ca i o A LW [P | Y

DN "‘"a Tew yeai:s z.nutne anuy and 01: coursc mc witen I am-travelii

. o ’—
P 4 4 §

nbroed. : I live e few blockc fran here. ‘l‘hie 18 my cmunity. The
1ibrery ie very i.mportent to me not onIy for my work here ‘but be-

ceule, th:ls aree 1, my home. People th:lnk Harlem is-a cultural

':""“itdeeert%‘but? they juet don't know. 1 vork a8 lot -at the llbral'y

’lhe fi.nal queetion I aeked Mr. - was ebout addit:lonal.
 }1 eetvicee the library might offer. ”me Il.brary should bc a baaic

mfomtion center. ‘l‘bey should have mimeographed ebeete or

thinge:(on) the pcople't urban righte. 'me library ehould be a , 4

'baeic '_reference department. ‘l‘he library should be the center

\f_thcy, cnn apply for jobe, what health eervices are. _ It'e too bard
to run~all over the city t:o fi.nd out this informetion. It a11

l‘g"i*"»?ehould be 1n the librery.. .You've eeen l:he civil iervi.ce :lnforma-

tion i.n the librery. Well that'e eomethi.ng. There is 1nfomation

" Wﬁat they need Tiow is e complete collection of . college

5 o e ceteloge. , 'rhere ehould be all. the :lnformet:lon for lete high echool
L etudente on whet requ:ltemente they ehould take and ‘how to’ epply
for £e11mhips. ‘ A11 echool reqniremente ehould be there for adults

,,,,,,
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and youths, The counselors in the schools don't tell the children
what they must take if they want to be a nurse or ge to college.
Some students have to gpend up to a year after high school just

making up the requirements,"
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;ft';:.ﬂ Interview -with Library ?raineh;x - ﬁ~%}.2;
- working on Main Floor at Countee Cullen '

N - _s‘:- i . - N et e o r:,-' .. I S A
-, oW R . - \ . . . .t [N K . [ PR R R

f;é,f“ K. has been working part time at Countee Cullen for’almost

rm e -&....,_. e =

o a year ﬁhile studying at Columbia® s library Gchool. She does not:
work under the pro;ect but said, "There isn't any difference.

Everyone works together. Schomburg is the only separtte part," I

/sked her more about Schomburg and another library assistant came

:over b "It's nothing like it was in the past iArthur,Schombnrgh

Y was supposed ta have been a great guy. The place really hopped then "V

I’asked whether any part of the NMP money or staft worked there.

e They weren't sure.’ "I did a study of the collection last year for

= school ann couldn't learn a great deal They are going some microfilming

L

with NMP money and some rnorganizing " "There arenit any projects_;{}iﬁyz?.

*;igoxfprograms there Iike.weestarted here."E RN g;=_:;i»;f”4j~f ”ii;‘:’”a

;J:iGi? I continued talking with K. and she repea ed uhat the others
had told me about the programs held.there. "l never:haye been to j—
tmany of them._ Last summer 1 was taking a course‘so had to make up
theltime 1 missed here at the Donnell Library. Youvcan't imagine
how different it is there. The librarians run around and maybe
get a book for you but no one spnnds any time with the people. It
) “was a real shock for me. I was 8o used to the-spo 'eeding |
1" 'mefhod we use up here. Ve spend a lot of time. with each person.gv
,‘After a while you get to know them and the sort of thing they
might like.

"Like last summer we learned about the peopie who used

the records regularly. There was one high school girl who came

B e s s S ke
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in every day just to listen to French records, She- nevét took ocut
a book,, just wanted French lessons, She said she was 1ntet¢sted
and couldn't get it in school,™

¥pid you read about the iibrary in the paper?® I gaid that
I had recently seen several articles but isked her to tell me the
history, '"Well these articles started coming out in the paper
saying the project was going to end, Boy, did everyonme get uﬁée:.
Someone said that the MMP would be no more and the money was to go
to the South Bronx. It's terrible, Once they start ;omet:hing |
they should follow it up. What's going to happen to the peogle;
here., After the articles were printed several staff members ha&
to look for other' jobs. A lot of the staff left or was transferred;
There's this great man, Mr.N. vho lives down tﬁe gtreet |
and works at the funeral parlor. Maybe you could talk to him, He's
the only name I know, Anyway he got so upset..he used to ccue in
here everyday and almost lived here then. He mede up handbills
protesting the end of the project, Just before he was to give
them out another article came cut saying that the project would .
be extended for six months, Mr. N. gave out the notices anyway..
He used to stand out by the door and went to & local coffze shop
to give them cut, Six months doesn’t mean much, They told us
they would send wore staff but we all know they won't, Saying
it would last for six months kept people quiet for a uvit but they
don't realize that we can't do half the things we used to,"

I asked about leads for people to talk with snd no one

on the main floor could help me., Ksaid, "If you only had come
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earlisr, We know everyons by thelr facés but fiot their neves;
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Intexvieis « (hildzm's Yibrary

Whea I arrived there wae one young boy in the library who
left inmediately, empty handed, I chatted with one of the librare
ians at the desk, and she was the only one in the room, As we talked
seven children came in in pairs or alone, returned books and immed-
iately left,

One girl had overdue books and owed 12 cents, She only
had 2 nickel and that was accepted. The tibrarian explained to
her that Sunday was counted as a day they had to pay fines for, I
talked with the child Sor a few minutes and also with her coﬁxp'én-
ion, "1“ney were‘ both 9 years old;..cousins living together, and in
the same class at P.S. 100, ’

 The chiid who returned the overdue books séid that she came
to the library once in a wh:lie. "y don"t come much, My aunt.,,she
gets mad. They make me pay money," "That's because you never
bring them back, stupid,” said her cousin,

I asked the cousin if che came and she saii, "Not much,

I don't read so good, My mother get:é real mad if I don’t come
home fast, We gotta watch the kids after pchoél." They also
14 not think that their parents or the adults they lived with
had aver been to the librafy. "My aunt can't even read. \She's
even stupider than me,"

One girl came into the library with an adult and returned
her books, Then a flurry followed because she couldn't find her
card, The adult became disgusted and walked to the shelves, and

the girl asked if she could get a new card. She was asked if she

T N X R
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was sure it was lost and then allowed to £ill out a new slip,
Her aunt, the adult with her and with whom she lived, signed
the card and the child went to look for books. '"Here are the
books for you,* said the aunt. ¥I don't want those books,"

said the child, "I know what I want,"

The aunt went and sat in a chair to wait and I spoke with
her, "I just come here with her,..Naw, I don't have a card.
She's tco little to come by herself, (the girl is ten) I know
what she should read but she thinks she knows better from school.
Y guess it's good she reads.," The aunt never heard of the NMP,
She was most friendly but did not personally use the library,
otﬁer than the children's library for her niece. I gathered
that she really had no idea of what did go on in the library.

~ After they left I went back to the desk, The librarian
c@entgd, “"The plai:e will be like fhis for the rest of the
month, Libraries have peaks at different times but always in |
the ear]:y and late winter, April is a big month too, You
won"!: find m#ny kiﬂs anymore." I asked her if she had thought
of the names of any teachers, and ; second librarian returned
and neither could dredge up any names. ‘''Yes classes defimitely
used to come back after two c'clock with their teachers once

they had a tour, They usually returned once so we never got to

know them,"
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135th St. and Lenox
Unexpected Interview

- As 1 left the YMCA’where-,I‘had interviewed Mr. V. a

‘ young»;'man stopped me and asked whether I worked in the "Y".

A I continued walking down the street toward the Schomburg

: library and he walked along. "Do you work in the library? I’ ve
) '*U'.,:seen you around "I said that I didan't and asked whether he »
f”i‘worked in the "Y" | I also told him that I had been to see Mr. V.
,and bri efly explained why I was at the library after he told me

L f ".some'-hing about himself

" Ned is 25 Yyears old - a Negro wearing a beret and one

“ea'rring.- He worked in Greenwich Village part time, but was an
:artist by profession. "I married a white girl...she's Jewish.

'Everything I know about art I learned from her. I painted a

little in high school but never could draw. She showed me every-

thing af..er ve met. I even sell much more than she does. One

L off mj' paintings is at the museum at 59th Street."

~ Ned continued to discuss his art and then asked what I did.

» I told him that I was stuoying to be & teacher but was working on
a job at present. After very briefly explaining what I was up to

B heg_an' to ask him a few questions about the library. "No, I

never go in there....Some people around here do but my work takes
up too much of my time." I asked him whether he ever saw any of
the movies..."You kidding? The village has the best flicks."

Then I asked him whether he had displayed any of his art




- om - va P sibiog Tina e Al tosmp Rt Lt ara

104

work in the library. "I would like to but they don't pay me
nothing, When you got people to pay why bother with a place
like that?" (he pointed at the Schomburg library we were standing
in front of)., "The kids use the place to disnlay stuff but that's

Tcavgse they're nobodies, I'm making it, baby, and I don't need

their kind of help,"
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l:'I'tilt‘erview_'with—.a 4th ‘grade' teacher in a public school in Hirlem

I explained the research “He said’ _‘"'I'_Jwent to Countee Cullen

‘when I was student-teaching at P S.« for the first time." 'l‘his

.,...,4...-_. - e - = - e
TR

a had been over three years ago which was before the NMP came into
existence. "I have been teaching for two and a half years and

have taken my classes there. I didn '+ do it much with my first

e - = - 1“

class. Our school library at ' burned down last year. ' Since

LR,

then it hasn t been in full operation. 'l‘he kids could go to the |

school library for a so-called library period but they could only

cre, s

look. _ None of the books were circulating. That 8 when I began

taking my classes to the library. (referring to Countee Cullen)
e o i . et s : ,.4 . “

. . ““’ 'No, the librarz doesn t contact any of the teachers.

’lhey sent a 1etter to the principal saying that the school could

“ .-’,

send ten classes to the library. The principal made an announce-

-; -

) ment and then anyone interested could get in touch with him. I

really pressured him to let my class go and to get other classes
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to go "
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I asked him how many classes there were in the school and

S

o

he said about 30-35. I then asked why only ten classes were
invited.n He didn t know and said that everyone should have been
asked to come considering the fact that - had no school library.

5 "I even went to the library and tried to explain to them the |

0?*..~ -

roblem we faced. ‘No luck. They said hey couldn t do anything
about it.',’n (I find this an unfortunate fact. The library dis.
cusses the vast number of classes they give tours and programs

"._f'or each year. However tney do not tell from what locality the -




106

classes come from. The only tours I have seen or read about on the
schedule are for classes that come some distance from Countee Cullen,
It would seem most fmportant to serve the children of the immediate
community first, P.S, ___ 1is across the street from the library and
all of the children live in the neighborhood.)

"I went to some of the evening programs about Africa...jezz
concerts,..discussions with Mr. V. ...and, oh yes, I went to the SNCC
to the SN.C photography precject. I live azound here so it's natural
that I go.

"Early in the year (this year) I took my 4th grade class to
the library after 3:00, I wanted them to leara to use a library
since we didn't have one,..they had to learn to do researcheceecsees
Actually in the very beginning I took the whole class after school
and then took small groups,

"These were kids who lost books or had fines. They were
scared and I wanted to help them back into the library. Then there
were the kids who had stolen the metal things from the catalogs
which they used for spears on the street., They really didn't want
to go back,

"If the kid loses a book from the library, he is screwed."

I asked whether the library had made any allowances for such things
with his kids, "Well, sometimes; I spent an awful lot of time there

trying to help various children without a great deal of luck, Early

. in the year I took a little girl there who owed $1 for a book. She

only had 50 cents so I made up the differemce. Her mother paid me

back later but then the child lost two more books and was terrified
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" to return. .

~“he library really didn't cooperate with my cisss. Their
-+ attitude about finea didn't help this little ‘girl, Théy were rather -

‘_'naaty to her. 1 A gueaa they have to set up rules buti..’

"I apent 1 to 20 minutes a number of times talking with the
- nbrarians there acting as a character vitness for some k:lds who I ol
' ,:knew had not destroyed their books». They were kids who had seven and eight ’ :
“rbrothera and sisters all li.viug in one room. The- ‘li.ttle ones uould BRI
‘tear up the books. , '.l'he library almost never paid any attention to
“ me. Maybe the would have waived the fine if 1 had talked for 30
i - ‘minutes :I.nstead of 20. I‘d say I had 50/50 luck over there."
| i 3":?"}31_"'{* : I asked h:l.m if he knew of the NMP whieh he had and then
“ ‘: ':"F,_",'faaked» him what he knew about it. "I heard about that project 1
R 'i’.'nguess when 1 was at lectures or in the library working on a curo n
"riculum 1 was trying to set up on Africa with the UFT. 1 don. t know
L whether it 13 a direct or indi.rect effect of the mr but there are SRR
) %‘more people around the 11brary.. .there are more aervices there. I
g o \;never remember there being 50 many peOple around to help the ch:lld-
g ren-._ That part is wonderful and they know what i:hey\ are doing.
R "Th_e cultural events are pretti new too.;.The United "i;‘éderation of
Te"aoh‘eraf did a big benefit ‘foi." Schomburg 'at.‘(:ountee Cullen.. They
"’:: were making a pitch to i.n‘:‘orm teachers about the reeourcea ava'llable
k there." (he reférred to the UFT as mak:lng the "pi.tch ")
i A asked hin whether he thought his kids went to the l:lbrary

,independently of him, '"Oh yea, ‘gome of them 8o o the:lr own. I

- Just got them etarted. There are so manyﬁlibrari,.ans around that
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they area't afraid to go back."

I asked how mcny of the children's parents used the library
and how widely he felt the services reached out into the community
(since he lived there)., "Some parents go to meetings. I've seen
parents of kids in my class this year and a few parents of kids from
my last year's class. But these are areats who are active in every~
thing...they're peopie anxious to do anything within the community.
The services really don't reach a very wide group, but that's true
of any project, There are always the few who go and the rest are hard
to ever reach,"

I then asked what innovations the library could init’iate. ceee
"They had a good variety of things...there was a wide representation..
seoThey need more music programs and many more indigenous cultural
things...African things =~ people are more interestad mow than ever
before in that sort of topic,"

The last question I asked in relaticn to the project was
about further possible leads to teachers inthis school who used the
library more than once with their classes, He could not come up with
anyone and then said maybe I could talk to a first grade teacher who
went there a few times he thought,

I asked whether he thought it would be useful to talk with
the principal of his school and he doubted it since the man was
new, "I don't think he kanows anything about the library., I pres-

sured him in the fall but maybe he might know more now. I doubt it,"
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2”)noon‘ 80 the teachera could have some time for clerical work :I met
-~,§‘;;Miss G as’ B headed toward her room.” She found Miss H.'and Mrs. 3. ‘ |
‘ ”and we: met together in Miss G.'s office. TheJadio was immediately
: ’, turned on to hear the latest reports of the Israeli crisis. ‘After
Lo listening for a few moments Miss G. said "Well we might as well
~"‘begin. I want’ to get made-up and go buy a dress.'? The radio' was

- not turned off and continued during the interview with a- mixture

' purpose of my visit which they seemed to be aware of

at Countee Cullen during the summer of 1966. 'We put our names on

" some 1ist and I guess that 8 how they knew about us,' said Miss H.

1idisappeared down the hall )
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JHS 2 at 129th St. and Amﬂterdam
Interview with =
- S Miss G. (Nead of English Dept.zz
el " Miss H. (an ‘Eng. teacher)
, and Mrs. J. (a Social Studies and English teacher)

{.,\.

= ¢ T ‘entered ‘JHS Z' at 1145, "School was clo’aed for the after-

I‘ N

| “of talk and music. Hardly an ideal situation. explained the ‘

,§ -

It became rapidly apparent that none of these" three women

knew very much about the facilities available at Countee Cullen. :

"Mrs. J. and Miss H. had attended an Urban Institute that wasg held

Mrs. J.: "And how. They sent us enough st"‘uf'f‘." |
" - I asked whether they had heard: of the NMP and they" all rsaid
no, - Then ﬁr:'s. J. said, "Yeh, I think it-was mentioned on‘a tour
l,took with one class."

" 5 Mi88"G.:' "We have little use for that’*lihrary. We use the

“125th St. branch. We'took classes to the Schomburg Collection but

that s about it." (Miss G. gathered her makeup from a. lockes' and o 4
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I asked Mrs. J. at;d Miss H. how they ﬁrranged trips to the
Library and what ciasses were taken. Miss H.: '"We worked all fall
arranging to drag most of the eighth grades and some others to the
library. I got stuck working out the schedule. I never went with
any class." Mrs. J.: '"Well, I went with ome class." I asked how

they traveled to the library, what the tour consisted of and what

were her and the classes' reactions to the trip. 'Some of the classes

walked and a few .got a school bus. We went for two hours and spent
most of the time being taken around the library. A dilf’ferent person

would take us through each section." (They did not see any movies.

During the last part of the tour the children were allowed to browse

through the books.)
| "The class I took was really well behaved. They usually

cause trouble. The library even commented on the group and cémpared
them to other classes from 43 who had géne before."

Miss H.: "I can't tell you a thing. I never went. I saw
the Schomburg Collection last summer but. that's all." . . |

Mrs. J.: '"My.class seemed to enjoy the trip. I know, I
even liked it. I asked the kids to write about it when we came back."
I asked what they had said. About 40 percent were very enthusigstic.
The rest varied in their opinions. Only 8 of her 35 didn't like tke .
trip '"but they're always like that.'

I then asked whether any of the children had returned and
they both replied no, or maybe "a few." -Mrs. J.: 'Their parents
won't let them go there unless it's with a class. It's too dan-

gerous over there. It's East Harlem and nome of the West Harlem
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parents want their kids near that arvea," (Note: It is in Central
Harlem but people in West Harlem comsider it to be East Harlem.)
Miss H: "We just take them during the year for a tour, They go
library books." Mrs, J: "The Schomburg Collection would really
help theme One boy went for a gocial studies project but it’s
Just too far., The best thing at Countee Cullen is the vocational
.- material. -‘That's the kind of thing I could use wiﬁh the kids."
- Miss G.then 1ntro&uced me and Mrs, K. asked what I was
: doing there, I explained and Miss H.said that Mrs, K. hetrcl~ been
..to the library with 4 classes,

_ Mrs, K: "Oh yes, I went there a lot," I asked her many
of the same qngationé I had asked the others, She, too, had
attended the Urban Institute during the summer but "I didn't sign
my name to anything so they never sent me any notices like the
others," She hed heard of the NMP at the imstitute, “That proo
ject spoﬁsota most of the events there, It really sounded like
a great thing,"

Mxs, M finished a phone'call and asked Mrs, X what her
clagses thought of the trip, Mrs. K: "Well, they liked it all
right, I guess. I was pretty bored," Mrs, M: '"Didn't they.like
the Schomburg Collection?” Mrs., K: "We didn't get to see much,
The person who talked to us didn't seem to know anything, The
person who was supposed to take us around wasn't there," Mrs M:
"Gee, we had a great' time, CQur speaker had lots to say and the kids

vere even allowed to touch seme of the thinge,"
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I anrked Mrs. i,what interested her class the most in the
Schombdurg Colleztion==~the books and manuscripts or the displays?
Mrs, M: “They were only a little interested in the exhibits,

What interested them the most were the books. They spent quite
a lot of time there looking over the books and stufs like that,"

I then asked what other services they thought the library
might offer, Mrs. M: "What I would itke is if they could come to
us, The kids can't return their books to other librariess They
need a bookmobile," Mrs. M.left the zoem. Miss H: "We're trying
out a new curriculum here, It combines English and soclal studies

_ iﬁ.urban affairs. They study NYC commmunities and that sort of
thing, Several classes went around to supermarkets pricing foodse
1 don't work with it, but Mrs, J, teaches social studies and Mrs, K.
does the English for it,”

Mrs. M.returned: "What I really wish those librearies
could bring us is thelir vocational materisl, My c};sses could
really use 1it," Miss G: "If they could do that sqkt of thing we
would have scme use for them, It's too much trouﬁle for even
the teachers to go over there," |

I asked whether they weve notified of auyfof the culitural
events taking place at the library., !Miss G and.M%s.‘M shock their
heads, noe Miss H: "Maybe they send stuff..l'm niut. sure." Mrs, K:
"I thirk I have received notices or seen them ar%und. They had some
great programs this year," Mres, M: '"Really. At Ehe library?" (said

quite sarcastically).
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Tnterview

Next afternoon standing outside of the library (Countee
Cullen) at 2:30, Two women came out so I asked if I could talk
with them, They both were Negro {looked about 28=34), simply but
neatly dressed, They agree to answer a few quastionse..''We can't
stay long, We have to get to school to meet our children," (they
each had to meet 2 children at P,S, 100)

They both knew of the NMP, ''Sure thing," one replied,

"the project is the best thing that happened around here."

"It's made this here library a new place," said the other
woman. I never used to come to the library. Oh, I guess I went
a few times when I was in school,"

"I've always used the library," (lst woman) "My mother
taught me how to use the library near our home, When I gof. married
and moved up here I just came here, But never did I like the library
1like now, Why we go to movies, classes by important people, concerts
esejust all sorts of things,"

(2nd woman) "“All these events are wonderful for people
11k us. We never get downtown for shows. Our children tie us
dovm . Downtown costs too much, Our friends- we take turns and
evrything's free, After I came here for a while - well, I got
interested in books., My boy « he's 14 « comes here to study,

I peeked at some of his books so I tried it."
(1st woman) "A few of us come together each aftermoon
before meeting the younger children at school,"

(2nd woman) "But, we come often after their school. They
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Interview

As I left (the library) that aftermoon I spoke with four
men (all Negroes, three ranging in age from 35-45 yrs, the fourth
was over 60 yrs.,) I have seen this same group day after day on
various front stoops of the neighboring builcings and they know
mee I told them what I was doing at the library and asked whethex
they ever used it, Three of them said they never used the library,
then one of these said he went occasionally, "Sometimes I go there
to look at the paper. See I don't got no card, (turned to companions)
Do you guys got cards?" Two of them said no, but that they might
have had carde long ago. The one man (the oldest of the group and
the only one who hadn't spoken yet) said, "I have a card...always
have,"

"That's right man, you do go there," said another,

"I go there once a week, Every Friday afternoon, T take
three books home and read every mornin',"

1 asked whether they had heard of the NMP and they all said,
"No."

I then asked whether they thought any of their friends on
the block used the library. "The kids do, They know how to read.
Most of us don't read so good."

"Speak for yourself," retorted the older man.

Another man said, "We watch people go in there all day.
Sometimes lots of people go there at night., We listen to their
music out here.," "The library for smart folks,'' said another,

AL this point the "numbers man", the man on the block who
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Interview ;

The lst man I approached sat at a table in the magazine
and newspaper section, This man was a Negro (approx. 55 yrs. old),
dressed in a white short sleeved sport shirt, and gray cotton pants,
I told him that I was working on a study of the library and asked
whether he minded my asking a few questions, He was extremely
responsive « almost as though flattered to be confronted, ''Sure,
ask me anything, I love to talk,"

0h sure, I come in this place all the times,.I read the
newspapers.” (He was currently reading the Amsterdam News,) "I
don't work,..never have done much work, I came to N,Y, a while
back and my Mrs., she works, I watched the houses, She gone now,
After she was gone there wasn't nothing to do, I never had much
learninge Matter of fact I don't remember much about school,™

I asked the man when he started using the library. "A few
years backe My nephew, he has good work,..he took me here to a
movie, Well, I saw this was & real nice place so I comed back,
All my life I read a little. Now I come most everyday., Everyday

in the summertime, It's quiet heve,..and so cool, 1 sort of
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study, Now I read real goods, I learncsd from the newspaper,

Sometimes I find one of their books for my kind, You know, somee
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one who can‘t read so good. Kids today are smart, I like to
watch the young on2s come here to work, They study real hard L
today,."

I asked him whether he came to the library for any of the

special programs, é;:ﬂ
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"No. not much. I just come to read. Life's real peaceful
here."
| The man never heard of the NMP and asked what it was. I
@riefly explained-- "Yeh. I knew they got some mbney up here.
Mr. N. (the head of a neighborhood funeral parlor) gave me some
paper about no mﬁre money."
The last question I asked the man was whether any of his
friends usedlfhe library; _W&‘few guys I know come;here, No one
studies like me. Myilitﬁle énes, my si;ter'schildren come here--
tﬁem ladigs ups;ai;s arg’:ealinice." I aske;_yhether he had ever
viéigéa‘the-childfen's 1iygary. "Nﬁw,_;'d nevér géen there. They
don't want no éld peopie the;e." 7
1 tﬁgnkgd him. "It was real nice talk}qg‘ﬁith you," he

replied. —
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Interviey

I then went to a table in the middle of the library
and' I talked a 30-35 yr, old Negro man dressed in flanuel pants,

a plaid sport shirt and tie. He was reading a book on the Black
Muslims,

"I uge this library very frequently. Every week I read
many bcoks., I read on my job. It's wacation for me now.- My
people went away so they don't need their chauffeur. Most days
now I go to Schomburge Do you know about our place? Their books
tell the truth about my people. My babies are taught bad-lies in
school, I gotta study real hard to teach them straight.".

I asked whether his children used the library. "You bet.
I make them go, They go for everyfhing‘dpstairs. The baby, she's
only six, she come sometimes with the older omes.™

I ésked about NMPww

"0f course I know about it, I come here whenever I'm free,
It's hard sometimes because my hours are very long. They pay me
pgetty good though., I've seen lots of things here, This place is
for my pwople,"

I then asked whether his friends came,

uT don't have much time for socializing, My wife, she

comes with her lady friends, Respectable people come in here,"

P Q
. f E C S T AT a3 R T

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Interview

I then spoke with a young Negro man (approx. 1Y) dressed in
blue jeans and a black jersey. He was reading a book on how to do
basic mathematics, He had a pencil and paper which he was using to
work out problems, Again I explained my purpose, "I'll make a deal,"”

" he said, "Can you understand this stuff? --You look like you've been
to school," He showed me some reading problems dealing with fract:ions.
"You help me and I'll help you," We worked for several minutes. "Hey,
you should be a teach, You know this stuff real goode No one could
ever explain it to me before.," I asked him where he went to school,
“Oh, 1 quit; school's a fe=eing bore, I left just as soon as I coulde=
wasn't soon enough== don't know why they didn't throw me out on my ass
before then, I'm a dropoute D e R @ 0 =P « 0 = U = T," (he spelled
it aloud after saying it.) "Now I know better, School's still stupid-
full of creeps., Nothin' cool about school, But life don't swing much
now. An education is the only way to get shead. I'm going back,"

1 askéd him where. "There's a place over there" (pointed toward 137th
St.) "Ever heard of Harlem Teams for Self Help? Course not., A white
chick like you don't know nothing about places lik. that." I told

him that I did know about it and he seemed surprised and perhaps
dubious. "I'll get thére next year.," I then asked whether he came

to the library very often, 'Yeh, I hit this heap a lot, I ain't
gonna be the dumb one in my classe, I'll learn it all now and show

the rest," I asked him whether the library had the kinds of materials
he needed, '"Oh they got all kinds of things, Lots of learning bocks,

1 should be & teach «=I can teach myself = not many can do thatscees
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I don't read no bqoks‘ here, Just study, or listen €o them records
over there. Man, can you fly on some of them." I asked him whether
he had ever heard of the NMP and he hadn't. | I then asked when he
started using the iibrary. "y was‘shackéd up with this chick until

she went square.' She went to school and grew ‘zeal uppity « had no

use for my kind ahe gaid, Anyway, she bmng me here and I got a card.

It s the only thing I ever had with my name om it, Coming 8 like a

habit,"

I asked whether he came to any of the ‘proéramsc ;'Few movies.
Seems I alﬁeye read about them late," Finally I asked whether any

of his friends used the library. ''You kidding. Man oh man, my buddies

" they is so strung out, They think I've goné square, 'Théjr'Il see,

i‘li be gsouebody=- they'll die,” I thanked him.k
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Interview with the project director

I sat snd talked with the director for 45 minutes to ask a few

questions and check out some details,

One question that I asked about referred to the training of
staff, In their 1966 progreés report they said that they trained
college graduates who were specializing in disciplines other than
library sciences, college students and high school students headed
for public service jobs.

For example,-- the audiovisual man, a college graduate in
electronics, was retained specifically in library work and then
given the position of head of the new audiovisval programs under
the NMP, This man, who has left for another job, had to completely
build and equip Countee Cullen to cope with new equipment, He was
also trained by the library staff to work with the community people,

~=wone college student was hired for two summers as a story
teller=="she turned out to be wonderful, It was a joy to see her at
“4ork." This college student, majoring in English, was trained in
story telling at the main public library in Manhattan.

-=athe high school students trained were the pages, "We
were offered so many high school students and even more high school
drop=-outs by community agencies that we couldn't begin to cope with
all of themwewboth in training and funding, We have had to drop
some of our pages since the project is ending, One of our pages
was our best authority on science fiction., He was amazinge, He
knew exactly what we had in our collectiou-=he had read all the

books, Whenever we were about to buy science fiction books he was
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”ﬂgsivays:consulted He could always te11 us what we should buy. He

i?fnever Just did what one might expect a page to do. He’was’able to

‘l”:helpfpeopleIWho came to use the library in this area. We try to

'fha{é,;li of our staff work this way." |

: Miragf;ii‘{iv~¥-cierksrs '"We had approximately 310 clerks (5 full time

_? and 5 part time) ~<~Now there are feWer.. Our clerks aré neighbor-
hood.people. They Te high school graduates but many of them Lave
limited education despite the high school diploma. Having clerks

from.the neighborhood is excellent feedback to the 1ibrar1, The

J~'55”* clerks understand what the community is interested in and can give

‘k°“<‘us guidance in choosing material geared to the varying levels of

'education of he people. Many of the programs have achieved greater

5?;1~ success than expected simply because they hear about it from friends

L who are ‘our” clerks e IR T T

‘ ‘*The project director and I then discussed the variohs veys tiney .

L was spent by the 1ibrary staff. I wanted to get some better -idea of . ”;tiji{,;

what the various functions of the staff were. It has been very

difficult really to observe most of the staff in action. Their
A programs hsve ended and most of them have spent all of June working

"5gnjtheir?annﬁal progress rcports--hsrdly indicative‘of.a ronasl month.

IS
S

:*gﬁ_kV 4 It seems that most of tbﬁ c1erica1 work is done by the clerks. .
- "A clerk spends ‘half ‘of a 7~hour day behind the scenes preparing
books. repo:ts, circulation counts, couuting money and taking care
of the mail. Therz are many things the clerks have to-do.- You
«:-1know'we have to send in the daily, veeily and monthly reports to’

»

" the centrai office. It takes a great deal. of our time.“:_J»

s
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I asked the project director about the rest of the staff.
The trainees do both clerical and program work. The staff seems
to devote most of their time to the people using the library. 'When
the project began I was very anxious that we give the people coming
the best possible service. We had to work very hard at the beginning
to draw everyone together. I wanted a staff that did not look upon
itself as belonging to either the proiect or to the branch. The
problems of coordinating both groups was wvery hard but I think we
have succeed. But you know, I can go out there any time and see
most of the staff helping someone and still there are people who need
assistance. People walk around looking like they know what they are
doing. Actually it usually turns ocut that they have no idea what
they are up to. In many cases it's their lat time in the library so
they put vp a facade. The older cle.ks posed the only problem in
working together. The newer clerks are both younger and recently
trained by us. The older ones sometimes grumble about why they have
te do somethingN}hat we have insisted on with the project. They
complain that it never was that way before."

I then discussed the future of the library programs with the
project director telling him that some of the staff hoped to coutinue
most of theilr former work despite the cut in theix staff. "It has to
be less. No amount of organization can make up for tlie need for &
large staff in an operation like this. 'Anyway the branch librarian
has said that there can only be one activity a month next year. With
only 12 people I guess it has to be, but it's going to be terrible.
Last night there was a jazz program. We forgot to tell you abeut i,

but I'm glad you weren't there. It was awfully voisy. It was
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?fiﬁffo o éﬁl¥“an avahf; dvant, avdnt garde jhzz programf The auditcrium,was filleé.
L N At ip*ermission half of "the audfence walked att. Thay coaldn t stand

E“{i;‘. T if!f They'waﬁted something more melodicns. Then dnother 50 percent

%ﬁ;f”tﬂfa? f,f;:eaﬁeliﬁ, We had 200 pecple here last night allrtogether. Aftexr the
,1?t:2{'f; *'j\_;‘progrem some Bleek hationalists dressed in their long flowing robes-~

SRR N 'came up to me hnd asked how come a movie shown at the last minute last..'“'ﬁ"

~

~ weekend wasn t &dVertised. I assured them that it could be shown again.lhll

:3(iat any time. But with oaly one program allowed each month this kind

of thing can t be done. In the past'we have always reshown a movie

1f it 18 requested and at all sorts of times. All of this will have

"*\to stop now "

-

‘{Finally 1 dlscussed ‘Schomburg with the project director. "I

L

‘wﬁli wnrked in Schomburg for a year before I took over the project 80 ) I
Q‘?undereland mary of the problems they face and know how they work

) ;The& are very'weak in group work ox programs. Itz is very difficultr’
'lf}to dramatize plain books. That is why I put such emphasis on audio-

xmvisual aids, exhibits and programs . A11 of them bring people 1ato

‘izrhe library and they become acquainted with materials as a result.
"J‘In Schomburg thefe 18 no group room so the astaff never can sit down
: togethe“—ana talk° I felt that it was fwportant for them to be able

té use cur rooms. However we have to heve complete respect for each

- others coilections. We never borrow a book from their collection.
- " Schomburg is statfed by people dedicated to archival research. When
se - ‘ the roject begarn I knew we had to have at least one cutgoing reference

librarian thexe--someone who could reach people and werk with groups. We

had two wonderful project librarizns therec. Those women worked beautffully
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with the teenagers in the neighborhood. They really did wonders
with all the groups but now they are gone, They gave the tours

there in the past."
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