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Some 854 upperclassmen and graduate students were administered the Edwards

Personal Preference Schedule (EPPS). Profiles were analyzed in individual groupings by
major area of study, natural combinations of interezt, and indivudal major area
groupings by school to identify the dominant personality needs of each group. Cross
comparisons were also made. The statistical treatment of the data involved the t-fest
and analysis of variance with different comparisons of group organization. Because 1t
was assumed that division into broader categories o? natural affinities (males and
females separated) might accenfuate differences among groups, the overali groups
were placed into threz major cassifications: (1) the away rom people group, (2) the
expressive group, and (3) the toward people group. However, fewer significant
differences were identifiable on the 15 scales of the EPPS than when the overall
groups were studied. It appeared that combining the narrowly defined groups mnto
broad groupings resJlted in a neutralization of individual patterns. Differences found
among the natural groups of both the male and female subjects were in the expected
direction. The F-ratios suggest a degree of inherent interrelationships among the

groups. (Author/IM)
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Intsoduccion

The study, although of au explovutury rature, 5 of major theoretical
and eveatual, practical signivicance, Altlouzl the celatiopzhip of voca-
ticnal interests to vocational adjustncnt has been thoroupkly investigated
by such authoritics as Strong, the rescarch poseibilities of relating
personality needs to vocational adjustwent have so far been largely neglected.
To the extent that vecational interests cau be conceived as simply a reflec-
tion of versonality needs, a lJogical arpwmecmt can be presented for muking
personality needs, rather than interests, the f&cus of attention in
guidance,

The basic premise of the present study, then, is that underlyinyg the
cheice of an occupation is the individual's perception of the potential
satisfaction of his basic nceds as defined by the Edwards Personal Pre-
ference Schedule, that is, he perceives a particular occupational rcle as
potentially capable of providing him with the basis for self-realization.
The assumption that basic personzlity needs--whether cognitively identified
or unconscious--affect one's vocational choice is of major significance

since, in present-day society, no single sitvation is so directly involved

4 in the satisfaction of one's needs as is his occupation.

EDU 2
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Design of the Study
The study was conducted at the University of Miami, Miami, Florida,

and eacompassed 854 upperclasswen and graduate students of various academic

Presented at the American Personnel and Guidance Assn., Convention, 1968.




rajors of the yaars 1959 t+ 19¢3, subjects over grenLy=1ive years of ape

senle of the EPPS excluded.

4y

and/or scoring less than ten on the conuistency
Profiles were analymed in individual groupings hy major area of study, by
natural coambinations of interest and by individual rajor arca groupings
by school, in order to identify the dousdnant personality needs of each

group., Crosa comparisons werc also made. The statistical treatment of the

data involved the t~test and anlysis of variance with diffevent comparisons

of group organization.

The subject of this research report is the comparison of the nuatural
groupings, i.e., on the asswmption that if the groupsS, males and females
separated, were divided into broader categories of natural affinities,

differences among the groups night be accentuated, the overall groups were

placed into three major classiiications:

1. The "away from people' group contained students whose future
occupational activities would not dewand a coustant involve-
ment with other people. The major interest found would be
witn symbols or things and not interpersonal contact.

2. The "expressive' group combined students whose cnllege and
future occupational activities dealt with different modes
of expression, €.Ze., verbally, rnusically, dramatically or

artistically.

3. The "toward people" group combined those people who at the
present time or in the future had as their major goal constant

dealinzs with other p=ople.
The following sub-zroups vere combined into the natural grouping:
MALE FEMALE

Toward People

Government-Arts and Sciences

1. Economics-Arts and Sciences and 1.
Economics~Business




| 3
| 2. Covernucnt~Arts and Sciecices 2. Mistory-Arts and Sciences
| 3, Histery-£rts and Scicncee 3. loaw zconusd -~Arts and
Sciences and Fducation
4. Sociolory~Arts and Sciences 4. Nursins-Arts and Sciences
5. Govermeent=-Business 5. Sociolouy~Arts and Sciences
6. Manapement-business 6. Fhysical Education
7. Marketin:~Business 7. Flecentary Education
€. Physical Education 3, Foreion Languages~Education
9. Industrial Arts-Education 9., Social Studies-Eduvcation
10. Social Studies-Education
Away from Pecople
1. Architcctural Engincering i. FEleerrical and Architectural
Enginecering
2. Civil Engineering 2. Botany, Chemistry anc Zoology-
Arts and Sciences
3, Electrical Engincering 3, Muthcmatics~-Arts and Sciences
and Education and
4., Industrial Engincering Accountinz~Business
5. Mechanical Engincering 4, Science~Education
6. Botany and Zuology=-Arts and
Sciences
7. Chemistry-Arts and Sciences
8. Mathematics-Arts and Sciences,
Finance~Business, and
Accounting=~Business
9., Science~Education
10. Mathematics~Education
Expressive Grouping
1. Art-Arts and Sciences and 1. Art-Arts and Sciences
Education and Radio~Television- 2. Drama-Arts and Sciences
Film~Arts and Sciences 3. English~Arts and Sciences
2., Englisl-Arts and Sciences and 4, Art-Education
Educatioa, and Speeca-Education 5. Music~Education
3., Music=Education 6. Speech and English-Education

Findings

Comparison of EPPS pattexrns for natural male oroupings. As seen in Table I,
the natural male groupings on the EPPS differé?significantly on three of

the fifteen scales, indicating that fewer significant differences are fourid
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when the natural male groupings are srulicd tlan when the overall groups
arc cospared, Although there are fow significaut differences found, the
followiny trends are noted, The tovard pecple sroup has a greater nced
for affiliacion, succorance, and nurturance than the ewpressive and away
from people groups. This group neceds to be with other people and depends
on thei to give and receive support. Recause of their dependence on
others, the tcward pecople group has less of a need for autenowy and
independence tharn the other proups. A surprising finging iz that this
groun has also a great need for deference. This might supgest that a
basic neced for deference is camouflaged by an interest in dealiny with
and dowminating people. They have the highest need for achievement and
the lowest need for endurance and heterosexuality.

The expressive group 1Is characterized by a low need for achievement,
order, succorance, dominance, abasement and aggression and by a high need
for exhibition, autonowmy, intraception and change as cowpared to the other
two groups. This group is not hizh in the need to achieve or dominate,
The group is not overly self-critical, nor do they harbor a great amount
of aguression toward others. Yet, it is necessary for them to have the
attention of others; this need to be the center of attraction may be
reflected in the group's need to look into the motives benind other
people's actions.

The avay from people group 1s highest on the order, abasement, endur-~

ance, heterosexuality and aggression scales. It is lowest on the deference,

exhibition, affiliation, intraception, nurturance and change scales.




This group is Lishly self-critical and has a necd to endurce on a task
more than the other groups. Tha group is not dofer.nt when dealing with
other people and shows litele need to Lie with people, look into people's
rotives or participate in a changing environment. The away from people
g.oup displays aggressive impulees toward others.

gpmparison,of EPPS pr tterus for natural femile groupinzs. As shown in

Table 1I, the natural famale groupings differcd significantly on four of
the fifteen scales. Once again significant diiferences are lackinz, but
several trends are apparent. The away Irom people group has a high need
for deference, order, autonony, succorance, abasement, endurance and
aguression and correspondingly less of a need for exhibition, affiliation,
intraception, dominance and change. The toward people group has a
greater need for affiliation, nurturance ani heterosexuality and a lesser
need for achievement, succorance, endurance and aggression than the other
two groups. The expressive group is high in the need for achievement,
exhibition, intraception, doninance and change and low on the need for
deference, order, autouony, abasement, nurturance and heterosexuality.
Sythesis and Conclusion

In orde. L0 get greater insights into personality need patterns of
various wajors, the overall groups were placed into three natural categories,
f.e., the away from people group, the toward people group, and the
expressive group. It was found, however, that fever significant differences

were identifiabile on the fifteen scales of the EPPS than when the overall

oroups were studied, T & pardil .*, ¢ gonmbining the more narrowly defined
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groups into broad groupings resulted in a neatralizacion eof individual
pattarns.

It was apparent, though, that differences found awons the natural

)

groups of both the mile aand ferale subjects were in the expected dixection.
The toward people gproups were high in the need for affilistion aud
nurturance. The expressive groups were high in the nced for exhibition
and chanze while the away from pecple groups were high in endurance,
order, abasement and aggression. Althcugh some cignificant differences
were found, the low F ratios sugpested that there was a desree of inherent
interrelationsiips among the groups, However, $f the categurization of
neutral combinations were more sclective to accentuate differcnces, sig-

nificant diffurences mizht be found. The fact that the diffeircnces

between the groups were in the expected direction supported this hypothesis.




