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p INTRODUCTION

Based on preliminary discussions between representatives of
the Historical Evaluation and Research Organization with Dr. Samuel
Brownell, Superintendent, Dr. Charles Wolfe, Assistant Superinten-
dent, and Dr. Elmer Pflieger, Director of Social Studies, HERO is
formulating plans for a survey of American history instruction and
its impact on minority group, disadvantaged youth in the Detroit
Public Schools.

It is anticipated that the survey will be replicated in Los
Angeles, California, New York City, Phoenix, Arizona and Washington,
D.C., with modifications necessitated by local conditions. The
survey outlined in this document is designed for use only in Detroit.

5 . The surveys planned for Detroit and the other school systems
are designed to provide an empirical and current base of informa-
tion in partial fulfillment of the broader objectives of the
History and Urban Education study proposed by HERO. The overall
objectives of the study are indicated in the following statements
from the June, 1964 draft of the proposal discussed with the
cooperating school systems:

D ' The objective of this proposal is to initiate

a preliminary, descriptive study to develop & plan

for long-term research and experimentation in the
teaching of American history to underprivileged,
minority group children in urban schools. The need
for this study has emerged from the belief that most
minority group children, and particularly those in
poverty--Negro, Puerto Rican, Mexican-American, Asian-
American, and American-Indian--lack identification
with traditional, historical America.

Historians believe that there is a pressing
national need to stimulate new thinking about
imaginative ways of presenting the American past
for those who are handicapped by the limitations
of environment and beset with the problems which
arise from differences 'in social class, color, and
ethnic groups, such as racism, delinquency, apathy,
and anger.

Accordingly, a long-term research project is
contemplated in which historians, educators, and
scholars in other academic disciplines will
collaborate to make American history more mean=-
ingful to minority group city children who are
isolated from the mainstream of American sQciety.
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This proposal elaborates a developmental effort,
in the form of a descriptive study, which will
provide a framework for long-term research.

The present document outlines a survey operation designed
to gather information relevant to the above overall objectives.
Specifically, the survey will seek to describe and document data
on the practices, plans, and problems related to the identification
of urban, minority group children with the teaching of American
history in the Detroit Public Schools. The survey will seek to
describe general practices as well as specific programs and/or
materials designed for use with minority group children. Among
the facets of the survey herein outlined are the following: the
composition of the survey team; the dates for the survey; types
of documents and instructional materials to be gathered; the
types of schools to be visited; types of questions to be dis-
cussed with administrators, teachers, and students; and other
related matters. It is recognized and fully intended that the
survey will disrupt as little as possible the normal operation
of the several schools that will be visited.

Comments and suggestions regarding all aspects of the survey,
particularly in regard to overlooked opportunities for gathering
data and insights, will be much appreciated..
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COMPOSITION OF THE SURVEY TEAM

It is recommended that the survey team consists of four
persons:

1. A representative from HERO (possibly Mary Hoyt
or Trevor Dupuy).

2. A historian specializing in American history
and having some knowledge of the Detroit Public
Schools (possibly a member of Wayne State
University's Dept. of History).

3. 'An educational consultant from one of the other
cities being surveyed. (By including such a
consultant, HERO will ensure that each educa-
tional consultant will have direct experience
with at least two of the school systems being
surveyed.)®

4. The local educational consultant (R. Wisniewski).

In addition to these four persons, one WSU graduate student
will need to be hired for at least two days, as specified on page
14 of this document.

Tt is anticipated that the team will need at least three
and one-half days to complete the observations and discussions
appropriate to the study. The local educational consultant will
assume the responsibility of coordinating all the activities with
the Detroit Public Schools and for completing any aspects of the
survey not completed within the 3% day period.

It is anticipated, further, that the work of the team will
be divided among its members. Thus, for example, a given school
will be visited by only one or two members of the team so that:
(1) the schools are not disturbed by the presence of the full
team and (2) the number of schools to be visited may be increasad,

¥IFf this is not feasible or if a8 fifth member is desired, a person
representing the social studies department of WSU or an officer of
the Michigan Council for the Social Studies may be invited to

participate.
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DATES AND GENERAL ORGANIZATION OF THE SURVEY

In accordance with conversations with Dr. Pflieger and with
Dr. Robert Lankton of the Detroit Public Schools, any three con-
current days of the week of October 19-29 are recommended for the

survey.

The following chart suggests a tentative pattern for conduct-
ing the survey in three full days. (It is recommended that_the
team meet during the afternoon or evening of the day preceeding

.the survey to make final plans and to delegate pesponsibilities.)

First Day Second Day Third Day

8:00-2:30--Visit to three schools, Same as first Same as first

one team member to each day, three day, three
school. The 4th team different different
member to visit other schools schools
schools or facilities being being
recommended by the visited. visited.

Detroit Public Schools

; to see particular

Ib classes or programs
designed for disadvan-

taged youth.

3:00-4:30--Conferences each day with divisions of the school
system particularly concerned with the objectives of the
study, i.e., Great Cities School Improvement Project, Human

@ Relations Diwvision, etc.

Evening--Dinner conference Dinner conference Survey team
» with Dr. Brownell and/ with 6 or 7 highly meeting for the
‘ or Dr. Wolfe and with competent teachers purpose of
’ Dr. Pflieger and his with much experience evaluating
staff. (Div. of teaching minority observations
Social Studies). group, disadvantaged materials and
youth, conferences.

It is recommended, further, that the Franklin or Burton
Elementary Schools be visited since both of them are engaged in
implementing the Great Cities School Improvement Project. Other
suggestions for special visits are anticipated from further dis-
cussions with Detroit Public School officials. ,
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_ The final choice of schools is to be determined by the Detroit
Public Schools, and each principal will decide as to the partici-
pation of his school in the study. The schools herein suggested
are offered as being representative of the types of schools appro-
priate to the purpose of the study.

It is anticipated that each team member will discuss the
purposes of the study with the school's principal. and, in the
case of junior and senior high schools, with the social studies
department head; will observe two or three classes in American
history; will chat informally with the teachers of these classes;
will chat with two or three students; and will collect any mater-
ials, e.g., outlines, lists of readings, tests, etec. pertaining to ]
American history which may be made available to him. Specific ’
types of questions to be discussed are suggested under " Interviews,"
below. It is apparent that each school visit will be different
from another and the team member will need to be flexible in terms
of timing discussions «nd observations soO as to see as much as
possible without interfering with the usual routine in the school.

e g o

SCHOOL OBSERVATIONS

Detroit has almost 300 public schools, each of which offers
instruction in BAmerican history either at grade 5, 7A-8B, and/or
11. 1In the brief time available for the survey, it is impossible
to smaple more than a very small number of classes. Two major

~ research decisions, therefore, are recomnended: ‘

1. The schools visited should serve areas of the
city with high concentrations of minority
group, disadvantaged children.

2. The schools observed should represent all three .
levels of instruction, i.e., elementary, junior
high and high schools.

Accordingly, the following nine schools are recommended for
team visits. An alternate school is noted (in parentheses) in
the event that the first selection is for any reason not feasible.

Elementary Schools:

Marr (Roosevelt)
Foster (Biship)
Owen (Irving)
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Junior High Schools:

McMichael (Durfee)
Jefferson (Hutchins)
Pelham (Miller)

Senior High Schools:

Northwestern (Central)
Eastern (Northern)
Western (Northwestern)

S e TR e TR TR T T e

All of these schools serve Negro children, the single largest
; disadvantaged group in Detroit. At least oOne of the schools serves
‘ Negro, southern white, and children from Spanish speaking backgrounds,
i.e., Owen. Western serves Negro children as well as children from
several ethnic backgrounds. Marr Elementary, McMichael Junior High
and Northwestern High Schools have been selected because they are
all on one campus, thus, offering an opportunity for observing
American history instruction at all thrse levels for children from

basically the same neighborhood.

ED : Tn addition to these nine schools, it is recommended that one
team member visit the Durfee Junior High School to observe a class
where programmed instruction is being implemented with a group of

children, many of whom come from a disadvantaged background.

53




- INTERVIEWS

In the effort to gather all pertinent views and insights
into the problems of teaching American history to disadvantaged
youth, a number of interviews and conferences are integral to the
survey operation. In addition to the several conferences with a
number of school officials suggested in this document, three spe-
cific types of interviews are vital to the success of the survey.
In each school to be visited, it is recommended that (1) each
principal and social studies department head be interviewed, (2)

"3t least two American history classes be observed, (3) the teachers

of these classes be interviewed (as well as any other American
history teachers who may be willing to take part), and (4) three
children from each class be interviewed. o

The following methodologiéal recommendations are offered for
consideration:

1. The structured, open-ended style of interviewing
will probably be most conducive to obtaining the
breadth of information desired. |

2. A system of random selection needs to be devised
for the purpose of choosing the classes to be
observed. A team member might request, for example,
to observe the first two American history classes
of the day in each school. It is recognized, of
course, that no observations will be made unless
the teachers involved have agreed to participate in
the survey.

3. The principle of randomness needs also to be
applied in selecting three students in each
class to be interviewed. For example, the
4th, 1l4th, and 24th student on the class roll
might be invited to speak to the interviewer.

4., The form in which the questions are cast needs
to be determined. Should the questions asked
be very “open," e.g., "Which classes do you like
best?", or should they be more "pointed," e.g.,
"What do you think of American history?" As will
be noted, the questions outlined below are somewhat
"pointed® in nature. It is_incumbent on the HERO
group of educational consultants to agree on 4 set
of questions to be used in the interviews in all five
aities so that coding the answers is facilitated end -
so that the intferences made have a higher degree of
validity.
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Since at least nine schools will be visited, it is anticipated

that:

(1) at least nine principals will be interviewed; (2) at

least five or six social studies department heads will be inter-
viewed; (3) at least 18 or more teachers will be interviewed; and
(4) at least 27 students will be interviewed.

It is crucial that certain standard operating procedures be
followed in all of the interview situations. For example:

1.

2.

3.
4.

The nature and purpose of the HERO survey
should be briefly explained. :
Absolute anonymity must be guaranteed and
the interview should be held as privately
as possible.

The same basic questions should be asked

of each respondent.

While taping the interviews would be desir-
able, the final decision regarding taping
is always left with each respondent.

The following questions are indicative of the tTypes of
questions that are probably appropriate to the purposes of the

survey.

Intervi,

1.

2.

4.

S.

6.

ews_with principals and/or social studies department heads:

R e )

What is the general, socio-economic background of
the children attending this school?

What percentage of the total group might be
described as being children from disadvantaged,
minority group backgrounds?

What is the pattern of social studies classes in
this school?

Specifically, how much American history instruc-
tion do the children receive?

What is the general format and/or content of the
American history classes?

To what degree is American history popular with
the children?

To what degree do minority group children respond
to American history?

To what extent do minority group children identify
with the personalities, events, and movements
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10.

1l1.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

Interviews with teachers:

~ ¢children?

usually described in American history classes?

Are the available American history textual and
audio-visual materials appropriate for use with
disadvantaged children?

How are minority groups described in some of
these materials?

How well prepared are your teachers for teaching
American history?

How well prepared are your teachers for working
with disadvantaged youth?

Have any of your teachers prepared any special
materials or programs for use with disadvantaged
children?

What types of test data are availablé on the
abilities of your students?

Are the goals of HERO's study generally valid?

What recommendations would you make for improving
the teaching of American history to minority group

1.

2.

What is the general socio-economic background of ,
the children attending this school? ' 1

What percentage of the total group might be des-
cribed as being children from disadvantaged,
minority group backgrounds?

What other classes do you teach in addition to this
course in American history?

Is American history a popular subject?

What are some of the content areas this class
has been studying? '

What are some of the books and other materials
you have been using with this group?

What are some of your usual approaches to teaching
American history, e.g., methods, assignments, ete.?
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10.
1l.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Interviews with Students (The questions asked of students will *

Have you copies of any tests, assignments, etc.
that are representative of some of the things you
usually do?

Are the methods you apply mainly different or mainly
the same as the approaches used by other teachers of
American history?

What are some of the problems in teaching American
history?

To what degree do minority group children respond to
American history? .

To what degree do disadvantaged children identify
with the persons and ideas of American history?

To what degree are the texts and other materials
you use appropriate for use with disadvantaged
youth?

How well prepared were you for teaching disadvan- |
taged children? '

Are the goals of HERO's study generally valid?
What recommendations would you make for improving

the teaching of American history to minority group
children?

need to
1.
2.
3.
4.

be adjusted according to the age level of the respondent) :

Which courses in school do you like the best?

Which courses in school do you like the least? ]
How many social studies courses have you taken?

Specifically, how much American history have you
studied?

How do you feel about American history?

How do you feel about the books you've
used in American history? Films? Records?

What are some of the things you've learned in
American history? (Probe deeply in terms of
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10.

1l.

12.

specific personalities, issues, etc. related
to American history.)

How fairly do the books treat people from
different racial, ethnic or religious groups?

Do you recall any discussions or explanations
in any of your American history classes that
you really felt were important?

Why do you suppose American history 1s a required
course? -

How could American history classes be improved?




TEXTUAL MATERIALS

The following questions indicate the basic facts that need
+o be determined in an analysis of the written materials being
utilized by the Detroit Public Schools, especially as these
materials are being used by teachers working with disadvantaged
youth. The questions will be discussed with the staff of the
Department of Social Studies. In addition, it will be desirable
+o obtain copies of all pertinent curriculum guides and courses
of study distributed to teachers by the school system. (A be-
ginning in this direction has already been made in a preliminary
conference between HERO and members of the Dept. of Social Studies.)

1. Does the school system have any existent studies
or surveys of the textual materials used in its
social studies classes 1in general and in its
American history classes in particular?

5. Whatever the answer to "1", we would need a
1isting of all the American history textbooks
currently being used by the school system. The

1isting should include:

a. Names and authors of the texts, publisherf,
and initial dates of publication or revisio.i.

b. Grade levels at which these texts are used.
This information could be categorized under
elementary, junior high and senior high

headings.

c. When was each of the texts adopted for use
by the school system?

[ 3., Is it the general practice of the school system

; that a textbook must be used in American history
classes or is textbook adoption optional with

’ individual schools or teachers?

:

E

4., Is more than one textbook available for a given

class or level in American history, e.g., llth

y grade American history? If "yes," what is the
general practice for determining which text is

used?

5., If more than one text is available for each
American history class, which of the texts
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9.

10.

11,

12.

13.

1isted in "2" above are most extensively used

_at the elementary, junior high and senior high

levels?

Is it general practice for students to purchase
their Bmerican history texts at the elementary,
junior high and/or senior high levels?

What is the general procedure followed in select-
ing new Bmerican history texts by this school
system?

a. Nature of persons or committees involved.

b. Is there a state listing of approved texts
(or publishers)? If "yes,® may we obtain
a copy of the list?

In general, how long is a given American history
text kept in use?

a. Are there state or local regulations regarding
this point? If "yes,” specify briefly.

b. In general, how often are reviews of texts
initiated?

In addition to textbooks, what other types of
written materials provided by the school system

are in general use by teachers of American history?
(Examples: manuals, study guides, special events
publications, monographs, etc.)

To what extent does the school system develop
textual materials in American history? What are
some examples of this type of material?

Does the school library department of the school
system have any information regarding the guantity
and usage of American history supplementary

materials available in school libraries?

Do the school libraries or the local public librar:ies
offer any prepared lists on such topics as Negroes
or other minority groups in American history?

Is any evidence available regarding the utilizaticn
of paperback books dealing with American histoxy in
the school system? : :

k]
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14.

15.

16.

17.

Are there any American history textbook changes or
experimental textual materials being considered or
being developed by the school system at this time?
If "yes," please specify nature of change, type of
materials, plans for utilization, and so on.

Specifically, are any special materials dealing with
minority groups available for use in the system, and
are any special materials for use with disadvantaged
youth being utilized or developed?

Have there been any recent public discussions or
debates regarding the use of any American history
textual materials in this school system?

What recommendations would the Department make for

improving materials to be used with disadvantaged
youth?
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AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

Three major aduio-visual services are provided by the Datroit
Public Schools: the Audio-Visual Department (films, filmstrips,
recordings), the Children's Museum, and the school radio and TV
stations. The following outline pertains to each of these serv-

ices in turn.

Audio-Visual Department: In surveying the audio-visual materials

P R e A o e . Y T P
Q v

available for use in american history classes, two basic facts
must be determined? '

1) The availability of American history films, filmstrips,

and recordings.
2) The utilization of these materials.

Fact one may be readily determined by obtaining the most
recent catalogs of available materials from the audio-visual depart-

ment of the Detroit Public Schools.

Fact two will be more difficult to determine. Mr. Mudge of
the Audio-Visual Dept. has suggested that it may be possible to
scan the booking records for the school year 1963-64 in oxrdex to
determine the most frequently ordered films, filmstrips, and
recordings. (Ten of each type.) In addition, it will be possi-
ble to determine the American history audio-visual materials ordered
by the several schools in which observations are to be made.

The booking files must be studied in their entirety, however,
and the efforts of a graduate student for 2-3 rull days will bs
required to accunulate the latter data .

Once the utilization facts are determined, it should also b2
possible to establish the producer, date of prcduction and numben
of available copies of the most popular American history materials.

T+ would be desirable to schedule a conference with the dir-
ector of the audio-visual department along with the staff of tha2
Social Studies Department to discuss questions such as the foll.rw=

ing:

1. BAre there any existent studies dealing with the
utilization of audio-visual materials in Detroit,
particularly in the social studies area?

2. What is the usual procedure in the selection of
American history audio-visual materials?

"
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a. Nature of persons or committees involved?

b. Is there any state or local listing of
approved audio-visual materials? (If "yes,"
may we have a copy?)

3, Have there been any. recent public discussions
or debates regarding the use of any American
history audio-visual materials?

4. Are there any new audio-visual American
history materials currently being considered
for purchase or development by the school
system?

5. Are there any audio-visual materials being
utilized or developed that are esL -ially
cffective for use with disadvantaged youth?

6. What recommendations would the Department
make for producing new American history
materials to be used with disadvantaged,
minority group children. '

Children's Museum: Lists of the American history materials (pic-
tures, models, objects, etc.) available on loan from the Children's
Museum are readily available in the catalogs of this branch of the
Detroit Public Schools.

In addition, information regarding the degree of utilizaticn
of these materials may be discussed with the Museum director.
Especially useful will be any information or comments museum
workers may have on the groups of children, especially those from
disadvantaged backgrounds, who are brought to the museum and ax
perhaps shown things related to American history.

The School System's Radio and TV Stations: Listings of programs
Tor the school year 1963-64 are available and can be scanred fox

American history content.

A conference with the director will provide information as
to the content and utilization of these programs.

(It may be noted that a Sth grade World History TV course 133
been broacdcast for several years to a nunber of Detroit junior cnd
senior high schools and research on this effort is no doubt avai.l-
able. This information may be pertinent if these schocls have &
high percentage of disadvantaged children.)
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INNOVATIONS

while the survey is designed to describe the existent patterni
of Mmerican history instruction in the Detroit Public Schools, it
is desirable that every effort be made to record and visit, if
possible, any efforts that seek to better "reach" disadvantaged
minority group children in the Detroit Schools. Hence, the Great
Cities Project office needs to be contacted and any other special
projects need to be investigated, e.g-., programmed instruction in
o social studies class at Durfee Junior High School. It is anti-
cipated the team will be apprised of innovations in the course of
its school visits and conferences.

STEP TEST SCORES

Tt is recommended that the STEP (Sequential Tests of
Education Progress) social studies scores for each of the schools
visited be obtained. The tests are normally given to all 10th
and 12th graders in the Detroit Public Schools. Tt may be possi-
ble to compare these scores against an equal number of schools in
more favored socio-economic areas in the city as well as against
the national norms.

| Tt is also recommended that a conference with Dr. Robex
Lankton, director of the Division of Instructional Research, be
scheduled to ascertain if any other test data or research studi=as
bearing on the focus of the survey are available.

COSTS OF THE SURVEY

211 costs of the survey, €.g-» dinner conferences, transpcr-
tation, etc., will be covered by HERO.

FINARL REPORT

All information, materials, and notes on observation, inter-
views, and conferences resulting from the survey will be anal; :ed
by HERO and its staff of educational consultants. Early d-afos cr
the final report will be sent to appropriate officials Zn th=
Detroit Public Schools for their review and comments. In additicn,
an advisory board made up of several faculty members of Wavna &uate
University will review the final dozument.
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arding the American history
1 systems will be made .
fully documented information

No comparisons or judgments reg
instruction in the cooperating schoo

Rather, the final report will offer
on the American history programs in each city and on the identifi-

cation of minority group, disadvantaged children with American
history. The report will provide a current and empirical base
for the long range research and developmental projects HERO anti-
cipates will be forthcoming after the survey findings are . ..
disseminated.

A number of copies of the final report will be made available

£o each cooperating school system.
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