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ic

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

th
e 

co
lle

ge
s 

re
co

m
m

en
d.

T
he

 d
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s 
of

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l E

ng
lis

h 
co

ur
se

s 
an

d 
te

xt
bo

ok
s

an
d 

of
 th

e
pr

of
es

si
on

al
 p

re
pa

ra
tio

n 
of

m
an

y 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l t
ea

ch
er

s 
of

E
ng

lis
h 

ha
ve

 n
ow

 b
ee

n 
m

ad
e 

a 
m

at
te

r 
of

pu
bl

ic
 c

on
ce

rn
, a

nd
ri

gh
tly

 s
o 

if
 a

ny
 la

rg
e-

sc
al

e 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t i
s 

to
 b

e
br

ou
gh

t a
bo

ut
.

B
ut

 w
ha

t a
bo

ut
 th

e
co

lle
ge

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
s 

th
at

 n
ea

rl
y 

ha
lf

 o
f 

al
l

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l g

ra
du

at
es

 w
ill

 ta
ke

 a
s 

fr
es

hm
en

? 
H

ow
go

od
 a

re
 th

es
e

co
ur

se
s?

 H
ow

 w
el

l a
re

th
ey

 b
ei

ng
 ta

ug
ht

? 
W

ha
t i

s 
in

 th
em

? 
W

ha
t

ar
e 

th
ei

r 
an

no
un

ce
d

pu
rp

os
es

?'
 W

ha
t f

or
m

s 
do

 th
ey

 ta
ke

? 
D

o 
th

ey
av

oi
d 

th
e 

w
ea

kn
es

se
s 

an
d

er
ro

rs
 f

or
 w

hi
ch

 c
ol

le
ge

 E
ng

lis
h 

te
ac

he
rs

ha
ve

 b
la

m
ed

 E
ng

lis
h

co
ur

se
s 

in
 th

e 
se

co
nd

ar
y 

sc
ho

ol
s?

A
s

pa
rt

of
 th

e 
D

ar
tm

ou
th

 s
tu

dy
a 

la
rg

e 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 s
yl

la
bu

se
s 

fo
r

co
lle

ge
 f

re
sh

m
an

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
s 

w
er

e 
an

al
yz

ed
 in

 a
n 

ef
fo

rt
 to

 s
he

d
so

m
e 

lig
ht

 o
n 

th
es

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
. T

he
 s

yl
la

bu
se

s 
ca

m
e 

fr
om

ni
ne

ty
-f

iv
e

4-
ye

ar
 c

ol
le

ge
s 

an
d 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s,

 b
ut

 r
ep

re
se

nt
ed

 a
 to

ta
l o

f
ni

ne
ty

-
ei

gh
t i

nd
iv

id
ua

l c
ou

rs
e 

de
sc

ri
pt

io
ns

, s
in

ce
 th

re
e 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s

on
 th

e
lis

t h
ad

se
pa

ra
te

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
in

 4
om

po
si

tio
n 

an
d 

in
 "

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n.

"
E

xc
ep

t f
or

 th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

s,
 th

e 
lis

t i
s

a 
fa

ir
ly

 r
ep

re
-

s 
Se

e 
"A

 L
oo

k
at

 `
Pa

na
ce

as
,'"

 p
p.

17
3-

92
.

T
ea

ch
in

g 
E

ng
lis

h 
C

om
po

si
tio

n 
in

 C
ol

le
ge

te
ge

N
.a

..-
 w

.,*
,,.

.i.
y.

..1
.a

sa
ls

io
.b

.

9

se
nt

at
iv

e 
cr

os
s 

se
ct

io
n 

of
 A

m
er

ic
an

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
of

 h
ig

he
r 

ed
uc

at
io

n.
It

 in
cl

ud
es

 b
ot

h
pu

bl
ic

 a
nd

 p
ri

va
te

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

, s
ta

te
 c

ol
le

ge
s,

te
ac

he
rs

 c
ol

le
ge

s,
 c

oe
du

ca
tio

na
l l

ib
er

al
ar

ts
 c

ol
le

ge
s,

 li
be

ra
l a

rt
s

co
lle

ge
s 

fo
r 

m
en

 o
nl

y 
an

d 
fo

r 
w

om
en

on
ly

, a
nd

 a
 f

ew
 te

ch
ni

ca
l

in
st

itu
te

s
pr

im
ar

ily
 d

ev
ot

ed
 to

 te
ac

hi
ng

 e
ng

in
ee

ri
ng

. A
ll 

in
 a

ll,
th

er
e 

ar
e

fi
ft

y-
ei

gh
t p

ub
lic

ly
 s

up
po

rt
ed

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
 o

n 
th

e 
lis

t
(i

nc
lu

di
ng

 tw
o 

m
un

ic
ip

al
 u

ni
ve

rs
iti

es
) 

an
d

th
ir

ty
-s

ev
en

 p
ri

va
te

ly
su

pp
or

te
d 

on
es

. S
ev

en
ty

-n
in

e 
us

e 
th

e 
se

m
es

te
r

sy
st

em
, s

ix
te

en
 th

e
qu

ar
te

r 
or

 "
te

rm
" 

sy
st

em
. (

T
he

se
pa

tte
rn

s
af

fe
ct

 to
 s

om
e 

ex
te

nt
 th

e
co

nt
en

t a
nd

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

fr
es

hm
an

E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
.)

 T
w

en
ty

-
tw

o 
of

 th
e 

co
lle

ge
s 

an
d 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s

ar
e 

lo
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te
d 

in
 th

e 
So

ut
he

as
t a

nd
So

ut
h,

tw
en

ty
-t

w
o 

in
 th

e 
N

or
th

ea
st

, t
w

en
ty

-n
in

e 
in

 th
e 

M
id

w
es

t,
an

d
tw

en
ty

-t
w

o 
in

 th
e 

W
es

t.
In

fo
rm

at
io

n
ga

th
er

ed
 f

ro
m

 s
uc

h 
so

ur
ce

s 
do

es
, t

o 
be

su
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, h
av

e
ce

rt
ai

n 
ob

vi
ou

s 
lim

ita
tio

ns
no

 m
at

te
r 

ho
w

 r
ep

re
se

nt
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iv
e 

th
e 

co
l-

le
ge

s 
ar
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 F

or
 o

ne
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in
g,

 it
go
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ut
of

 d
at

e
ra

pi
dl

y.
 T

he
 s

yl
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bu
se

s
w

er
e 

al
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or
 th

e 
ac

ad
em
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ea
i

19
60

-1
96

1;
 th

os
e 

fo
r 

ev
en

 th
e

fo
llo

w
in

g 
ye

ar
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
sh

ow
n

ch
an

ge
s 
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 te

xt
bo

ok
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 in
 e

m
ph

a-
se

s,
 in

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
, i

n 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
iv

e
pa

tte
rn

s 
as

 a
 r

es
ul

t o
f 

th
e

co
ns

ta
nt

 ti
nk

er
in

g 
th

at
 th

is
co

ur
se

 n
or

m
al

ly
 u

nd
er

go
es

. (
O

ft
en

,
ho

w
ev

er
, t

he
pa

tte
rn

 o
f 

ch
an

ge
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 c
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cu
la
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 o

ne
pr

og
ra

m
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do
pt

in
g

w
ha

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
ab

an
do

ne
d

so
m

ew
he

re
 e

ls
e,

 a
nd

 v
ic

e
ve

rs
a.

) 
A

no
th

er
lim

ita
tio

n 
is

 th
at

co
ur

se
 s

yl
la

bu
se

s 
ar

e 
no

t a
ll

eq
ua

lly
 d

et
ai

le
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 S
om

e
ar
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lit

er
al
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oo
k 

le
ng
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th
er
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co

ns
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th
re

e
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 f
ou
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m
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-
gr
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he
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pa

ge
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 F
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an
y

te
ac

he
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kn
ow

s,
 a

sy
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bu
s 

re
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es
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m
eo

ne
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 n
ot

io
n 
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 th

e 
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ea
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W
ha

t
ac

tu
al

ly
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oe
s 

on
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 th
e 

cl
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ro

om
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su
al

ly
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om
e 

re
la

tio
n 

to
 th

e
sy

lla
bu
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bu

t i
n 
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in
g
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gr
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 d
ep

en
di
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n 
th

e 
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os
en
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s 
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su
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an

d 
on

 th
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ed
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 o
f 
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e 
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sp
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op
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io
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 o
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pl
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 b
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re
lia

bi
lit

y
of

 th
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 d
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 o
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ur
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T
hem

es,
T

heories,
and

T
herapy

A
nyone

reading
this

m
any

syllabuses
or

visiting
this

m
any

fresh-
m

an
E

nglish
program

sor
even

a
fraction

of
the

num
berw

ould
alm

ost
certainly

be
struck

by
at

least
three

m
ain

w
eaknesses

of
the

course
as

it
is

now
constituted.

First,
he

w
ould

be
im

pressed
by

the
confusion

exhibited
in

the
coursea

w
idespread

uncertainty
about

aim
s,

a
bew

ildering
variety

of
content,

a
frequent

lack
of

progression
w

ithin
the

course.
Second,

he
w

ould
notice

a
variety

of
adm

inistra-
tive

adjustm
ents

and
precautions

that
indicate

little
confidence

in
the

expertness
of

those
w

ho
teach

it.
A

nd
finally,

he
w

ould
notice

that
the

textbooks
for

this
course

are
for

the
m

ost
part

less
rigor-

ous
and

less
scholarly

than
those

for
other

college
freshm

an
courses.

C
onfusion

in
purpose,

content,
and

organization;
inexpert

teach-
ing;

poor
textbooks:

these
criticism

s
w

ill
have

a
strangely

fam
iliar

sound
to

the
ears

of
high

school
teachers,

for
they

are
exactly

the
sam

e
criticism

s
that

college
teachersoften

directors
of

freshm
an

E
nglishhave

been
m

aking
of

E
nglish

teaching
in

the
high

schools.
T

his
is

not
to

suggest
that

the
criticism

s
of

E
nglish

teaching
in

the
high

schools
are

w
ithout

substancefar
from

it.
B

ut
it

is
im

portant
to

realize
that

im
perfection

is
not

confined
to

the
secondary

schools.
T

hese
three

general
criticism

s
should

be
considered

first
to

pro-
vide

a
background

for
the

m
ore

specific
account

of
practices

and
tendencies

that
follow

s.
A

im
s,

C
ontent,

O
rganization.

In
the

m
ost

general
term

s,
the

principal
aim

of
freshm

an
E

nglish
is

usually
said

to
be

the
im

prove-
m

ent
of

the
student's

ability
to

read
and

w
rite,

the
assum

ption
being

that
these

tw
o

skills
necessarily

go
hand

in
hand.

A
state

university
in

the
Southw

est,
for

exam
ple,

says
m

odestly
that

its
course

"aim
s

to
give

the
freshm

an
student

the
m

inim
um

skills
he

w
ill

need
to

function
w

ithout
disgrace

as
a

reader
and

w
riter

of
E

nglish."
T

he
so-called

"com
m

unication"
course

adds
im

provem
ent

in
the

skills
of

speaking
and

listening
to

the
goals.

A
nd

if
the

particular
college

does
not

have
a

separate
literature

requirem
ent,

the
statem

ent
of

aim
s

usually
includes

teaching
the

student
"to

read
literature

w
ith

understanding
and

appreciation."
T

he
only

constant
in

all
varieties

of
the

course
is

som
e

provision
for

supervised
practice

in
w

riting,
but,

ironically,
m

ost
of

the
confusion

in
freshm

an
E

nglish
stem

s
from

differing
notions

of
how

w
riting

ought
to

be
taught.

T
he

m
ost

diverse
content

m
ay

be
dum

ped
into

the
course

on
the

grounds

T
eaching

E
nglish

C
om

position
in

C
ollege

11
that

it
w

ill
help

the
student

learn
to

w
rite

better.
T

he
extent

of
the

confusion
can

be
dram

atically
illustrated

by
quoting

half
a

dozen
statem

ents
from

as
m

any
different

course
syllabuses:

1.
T

he
D

epartm
ent

of
E

nglish
affirm

s
that

the
w

ork
of

this
first

sem
ester

should
train

the
student

in
accuracy

in
E

nglish
com

position.
T

o
achieve

this
general

objective,
w

e
should

include
(1)

w
ork

in
the

fundam
entals,

not
in

the
intricacies,

of
E

nglish
gram

m
ar.

.
.

Som
e

know
ledge

of
basic

gram
m

ar
.

.
.

is
essential

to
the

student
w

ho
seriously

desires
to

speak
and

w
rite

his
native

tongue
correctly.

W
e

should
include

also
(2)

extensive
drill

on
the

"m
echanics"

of
com

positionfor
exam

ple,
w

ork
on

correct
spelling

and
punctuation,

on
sm

ooth
and

varied
sentence

structure,
on

clear
and

effective
expression

of
the

thought.
W

e
should

include
(3)

training
in

w
riting

of
unified,

coherent,
and

generally
effective

paragraphs,
since

the
w

riting
of

a
paragraph

w
ill

involve
all

of
the

basic
disciplines

of
E

nglish
com

position.
Finally,

as
tim

e
perm

its,
w

e
should

include
(4)

reading,
since

through
the

reading
of

good
w

riting
by

others
the

student
m

ay
develop

his
ow

n
w

riting
skills.

2.
T

he
general

aim
is

to
im

prove
the

student's
ability

to
read

and
w

rite
through

requiring
substantial

w
ork

w
ith

a
significant

body
of

ideas.
M

aterials
presenting

living
issues

of
the

A
m

erican
cultural

and
intellectual

heritage
have

been
chosai

both
because

of
their

usefulness
in

a
language

program
and

because
they

are
w

orth
know

ing
for

their
ow

n
sake.

It
is

expected
that

the
student

w
ill

im
prove

his
ability

to
read

by
studying

docum
ents

im
portant

in
our

national
life,

and
that

he
w

ill
im

prove
his

ability
to

w
rite

by
expressing

on
paper

his
ow

n
ideas

about
these

issues.

3.
O

ur
course

tries
to

m
otivate

the
student

by
acquainting

him
w

ith
sem

antic
theory

concerning
the

nature
and

im
portance

of
com

m
unication.

.
.

.
A

n
increased

know
ledge

of
a

second
arealinguisticsought

also
to

supply
m

otivation.
B

ut
there

is
no

reason
w

hy
the

course
should

be
confined

to
lan-

guage
problem

s.
T

he
book

of
readings

perm
its

the
inclusion

of
subjects

in
w

hich
the

students
m

ay
have

a
stronger

im
m

ediate
interest.

4.
A

question
m

ay
arise

about
the

suitability
of

fiction
or

poetry
or

dram
a

in
a

course
w

hich
presents

w
hat

appears
to

be

y.
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T

he
m

es
, T

he
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

a 
pr

og
ra

m
 in

 e
xp

os
ito

ry
 w

ri
tin

g.
 W

e 
fe

el
ve

ry
 s

tr
on

gl
y 

th
at

th
e 

om
is

si
on

 o
f

im
ag

in
at

iv
e 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
gr

ea
t m

is
ta

ke
.

W
ith

ou
t i

t, 
bo

th
 th

e 
te

ac
he

r 
an

d 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ro

bb
ed

of
 th

e 
ki

nd
 o

f 
ri

ch
ne

ss
 w

hi
ch

ca
n 

m
ak

e 
te

ac
hi

ng
 a

n 
ar

t i
ns

te
ad

of
 a

 c
ra

ft
.

5.
 W

e 
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 c
om

po
si

tio
n 

is
 b

es
t

ta
ug

ht
 w

he
n 

it 
oc

cu
-

pi
es

 th
e 

pl
ac

e 
of

 c
hi

ef
 e

m
ph

as
is

 in
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

an
d 

is
 n

ot
 c

om
bi

ne
d

w
ith

 a
 f

or
m

al
 s

tu
dy

 o
f 

lit
er

at
ur

e.
. .

.
O

ur
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
ha

s 
le
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 b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 o

ur
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
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g
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l o
r
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ar
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at

he
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lit
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 c
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ur
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en
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im
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 s
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se
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 d
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e 
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ud
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at
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nd
 th

at
 th
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ud
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ro
pe
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pr
ec

ed
ed

by
 a

 s
tu
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f 
la

ng
ua

ge
.

6.
 W

e 
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ill
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ur
 s

tu
de

nt
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to
 w

ri
te

, a
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 to
 w

ri
te

a 
go

od
de

al
. B

ut
 th

ey
 a

re
 a

sk
ed

 to
 w

ri
te

 a
bo

ut
 th

e
su
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ec

t m
at

te
r 

of
th

e 
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ur
se

, q
ui

te
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s
th

ey
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re
 in
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th

er
 c

ou
rs

es
 in

 th
e 

co
lle

ge
. A

nd
w

he
n 

w
e 

co
ns

id
er

 th
at

 o
ur

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
as

ke
d

to
 le

ar
n 
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ou

t t
he

ph
on

em
ic

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
 o

f 
th

e 
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ok
en

 to
ng

ue
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el
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io
ns
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f 

th
at

st
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ct
ur
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el
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 th
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ng
ua

ge
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tin
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e 
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gr
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m

at
ic

al
 d

ev
ic

es
 o

f 
sp

ok
en

 a
nd

 w
ri

tte
n 

E
ng

lis
h,
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lo
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ca
l

co
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en
tio
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 o

f 
cl
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si

fi
ca

tio
n,

 d
ef

in
iti

on
, i

nd
uc

tio
n,

 a
nd

 d
ed

uc
-

tio
n 

th
at

 in
fo

rm
 a

n 
ac

cu
ra

te
 u

se
 o

f,
 th

e
la

ng
ua

ge
 in

 in
te

lli
ge

nt
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sc
ou

rs
e,

 w
e 
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nd
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 g

re
at

 d
ea

l t
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w
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te
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A
s 

th
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st

at
em

en
ts
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t, 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
al

 th
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ri
es
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 s

im
pl

y 
th

e
pr

ef
er

en
ce

s 
of

 th
e 

pe
op

le
 w

ho
 h

av
e 

ch
ar

ge
 o

f 
or

ga
ni
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ng

 c
ou

rs
es

in
 f

re
sh

m
an

 E
ng

lis
h 

de
te

rm
in

e 
th

e 
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tu
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 o
f 

th
e
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ur

se
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ha
t

go
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y

th
e 

na
m
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of
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m

an
 c
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tio
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e 

ca
m

pu
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 c
ou
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e
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m
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m
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.
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 c

ou
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e
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n
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e 
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w
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g,
 o

r 
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m
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-
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 c
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f 
th
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m
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sa
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 m
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tu
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n,

 s
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ll-
in
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e 
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m
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en
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e 
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m
in
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2.
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he
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w
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ra
m

m
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ui
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3.

 L
ite
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re
, o
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, b
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ig
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 c
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 r
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 o
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 C
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 f
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 p
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 d
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t d
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 d
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io

us
 k

in
ds

 a
nd

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 v
ar

io
us

 p
ro

ph
et

s
7.
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 c
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9.

 P
ro

pa
ga

nd
a

an
al

ys
is

10
. A

 k
in

d 
of

 w
at

er
ed

-d
ow

n 
so

ci
al

sc
ie

nc
e

su
rv

ey
 b
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 d
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 c
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 b
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bs
ta

nt
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 d
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s 
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e
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ur
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 d
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tin
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d 
m

en
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 li
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l

ar
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 c
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ge

 th
at

,
at

 le
as

t u
nt
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 b
ox

 o
f 

co
lo

re
d

cr
ay

on
s 

to
 u

se
 in

 p
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en
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U
su

al
ly
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 d
et
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h 
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en
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 c
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on
d

se
m

es
te

r 
is

 li
ke
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er
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fe
re
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 c

ou
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e 
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 th

e 
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et
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, f
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 e
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 o

r 
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 f
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w

in
g 
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e 
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e 

an
d 
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ry
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tin
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m
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re
pe
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 b
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ng

 p
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ft
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 b
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 c
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 f
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en
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 b
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te
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at
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ch
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A
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r
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 c
ou
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e 
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m

os
t c
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m
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en
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 te
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h
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w
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ng
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an
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ed

 d
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e 

an
d
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or
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s
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w
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 o

ut
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f 
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te
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ho
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r
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g 
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ei
r 

fi
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es
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 a

 f
ew

ye
ar

s 
of

 f
ul
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e
te
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ng
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et
w
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n 

th
e 

m
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te
r's
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gr
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nd
 th

e 
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ct
or

at
e.

 T
he

 la
tte

r
ar

e 
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un
d 

m
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t
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m
m

on
ly
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 n
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ad
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ed
de
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ee
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 E

ng
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h
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 o
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ed

. T
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 f
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m
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t a
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y 
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of
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 d
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te
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E

ng
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itu
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T

he
m
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, T

he
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

,

a 
m

as
te

r's
 d

eg
re

e 
is

 a
va

ila
bl

e.
 T

he
 p
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n 

is
 a

ttr
ac

tiv
e 

to
 th

e 
ad

m
in
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-

tr
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io
n 

be
ca

us
e 

it 
m
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ns
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st
an
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lly

 c
he
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er

 te
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ng
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or
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e

la
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t c

ou
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e 
on

 th
e 
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m

pu
s.

 I
t i

s 
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tr
ac

tiv
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to
 th

e 
se
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or

 p
ro
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or
s

in
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E

ng
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h 
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m
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se

 it
 m
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m
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r 
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e
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te

 c
ou
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o 
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ac
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A
t m
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e 

th
an

 o
ne
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st

itu
-

tio
n 

th
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e 
pa
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-t

im
e 

te
ac

he
rs
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os
t t
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nl
y 

cu
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r 
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e
gr
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te
 c

ou
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es
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 A
nd
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 a
ttr

ac
tiv

e 
to

 th
e 

gr
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ua
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s
th

em
se

lv
es

 b
ec
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 o

ff
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s 
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of
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ou
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t o
f 
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ld
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e 
un
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ee
k 
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ed

 d
eg
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es
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m
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of
 th
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e 

te
ac

he
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 e
nt

hu
si
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, e
xp

er
ie

nc
ed
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 e
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er

t; 
m
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e

ar
e 

bo
re
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or

 r
es

en
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ul
, l

ac
k 

pr
ev

io
us

 te
ac

hi
ng

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e,

 a
re

 il
l-

in
fo

rm
ed

 o
n 

w
ha

t t
he

y 
ar

e 
su

pp
os

ed
 to

 te
ac

h,
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 o

n
la

ng
ua

ge
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nd
 c

om
po

si
tio

n,
 a

nd
 a

re
 te

ac
hi

ng
 w

ith
 li

ttl
e 

su
pe
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is

io
n

or
 g

ui
da

nc
e.

 P
ar

t o
f 

th
e 

tr
ou

bl
e 

is
 th

e 
sh

ee
r 

si
ze

 o
f 

th
e 

op
er

at
io

n,
es

pe
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al
ly

 in
 th

e 
st

at
e 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s.

 L
as

t y
ea

r,
 f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 o
ne

 s
uc

h
in

st
itu

tio
n 

ha
d 

a 
fr

es
hm

an
 c

la
ss

 o
f 

7,
50

0,
 w

hi
ch

 w
as

 d
iv

id
ed

 in
to

se
ct

io
ns

 o
f 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
tw

en
ty

-f
iv

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 e

ac
h.

 T
hi

s 
m

ea
nt

so
m

e 
30

0 
se

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
fr
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an
 E

ng
lis

h 
to

 b
e 

ta
ug

ht
. A

ll 
of

 th
em

w
er

e 
ta

ug
ht

 b
y 

gr
ad

ua
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
si

nc
e 

th
e 

un
iv

er
si

ty
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

af
fo

rd
 to

 h
ir

e 
en

ou
gh

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
ed

 a
nd

 e
xp

er
t t

ea
ch

er
s 

fo
r 

so
 la

rg
e

a 
pr

og
ra

m
, e

ve
n 
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 s

uc
h 

pe
op

le
 w

er
e 

av
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la
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e 
in

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
nu

m
-

be
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an
d 

of
 c

ou
rs

e 
th

ey
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re
 n

ot
.

A
no

th
er

 p
ar

t o
f 

th
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

ty
 is

 th
e 

la
ck

 o
f 

st
at

us
 th

at
 th

e 
fr

es
h-

m
an

 c
ou

rs
e 
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s 

lo
ng

 s
uf

fe
re

d 
fr

om
. O

n 
m

an
y 

ca
m

pu
se

s 
fr

es
hm

an
E

ng
lis

h 
ha

s 
be

en
 a

 s
ub

co
lle

gi
at

e 
co

ur
se

, o
ne

 th
at

 is
 c

le
ar

ly
 m

or
e

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

to
 th

e 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l t
ha

n 
to

 a
n 

in
st

itu
tio

n 
of

 h
ig

he
r

ed
uc

at
io

n.
 I

n 
in

te
lle

ct
ua

l r
ig

or
 it

 h
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 to
o 

of
te

n 
be

en
 in

fe
ri

or
 to

ot
he

r 
fr

es
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an
 c

ou
rs

es
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os
t E

ng
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h 
de
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m
en
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 h
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e 
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ed

it 
as
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 k

in
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of
 th
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 p
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t e
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m

, a
nd

th
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e 
m
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e 

it 
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to
 a

 n
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ro
w
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 p
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al

 h
ow
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t c
ou
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e
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ith
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ew
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 a
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 in

te
lle
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l p
re

te
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ns
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n 

m
an

y 
un

iv
er
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s 
th

at
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e 
un
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 e
nt

ra
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he
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an

 E
ng
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ra
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 b
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 b

y 
ad
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of
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f 
w

ee
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 c
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t b
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se
 o

f 
th

e 
ki

nd
 o

f 
co

ur
se

 th
at

 f
re

sh
m

an
E

ng
lis

h 
ha

s 
be

co
m

e 
as

 a
 r

es
ul

t o
f 

th
es

e 
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
s,

 th
e 

be
st

m
in

ds
 in

 th
e 

pr
of

es
si

on
 h

av
e 

ra
re

ly
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 th
em

se
lv

es
 w

ith
 it

or
 it

s 
pr

ob
le

m
s.

 F
ew

 f
ir

st
-r

at
e 

m
en

 h
av

e 
ta

ke
n 

th
e 

tr
ou

bl
e 

to
 w

ri
te

te
xt

bo
ok

s 
fo

r 
fr

es
hm

an
 E

ng
lis

h.
 A

 g
re

at
 d

ea
l o

f 
re

se
ar

ch
 h

as
 b

ee
n

T
ea

ch
in

g 
E

ng
lis

h 
C

om
po

si
tio

n 
in

 C
ol

le
ge
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do
ne

 o
n 

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
co

ur
se

 b
ut

 a
lm

os
t i

nv
ar

ia
bl

y 
by

 p
ro

fe
ss

or
s

of
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
gr

ad
ua

te
 s

tu
de

nt
s,

 h
ar

dl
y

ev
er

 b
y 

pe
op

le
 w

ho
se

pr
im

ar
y 

in
te

re
st

 is
 E

ng
lis

h.
 I

t i
s 

se
ld

om
a 

co
ur

se
 th

at
 m

os
t t

ea
ch

er
s

ev
en

 m
os

t g
ra

du
at

e 
st

ud
en

ts
lo

ok
 f

or
w

ar
d 

to
 te

ac
hi

ng
, b

ut
 in

st
ea

d
on

e 
th

at
 th

ey
 m

er
el

y 
en

du
re

 a
nd

 to
o 

of
te

n 
do

 n
ot

 g
iv

e 
th

ei
r 

be
st

ef
fo

rt
s 

to
.

B
ut

 m
uc

h 
of

 th
e 

po
or

 te
ac

hi
ng

 th
at

on
e 

so
 o

ft
en

 f
in

ds
 in

 f
re

sh
-

m
an

 E
ng

lis
h 

is
 le

ss
 th

e 
re

su
lt 

of
 in

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
 a

nd
 in

di
ff

er
en

ce
 th

an
of

 in
ad

eq
ua

te
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
l p

re
pa

ra
tio

na
s

in
de

ed
 it

 is
 in

 th
e 

hi
gh

sc
ho

ol
s 

al
so

. T
he

 b
la

m
e 

fo
r 

th
is

st
at

e 
of

 a
ff

ai
rs

 m
us

t r
es

t s
qu

ar
el

y
w

ith
 th

e 
co

lle
ge

 d
ep

ar
tm

en
ts

 o
f 

E
ng

lis
h

th
at

 h
av

e 
gi

ve
n 

th
es

e
te

ac
he

rs
 th

ei
r 

un
de

rg
ra

du
at

e 
an

d 
gr

ad
ua

te
ed

uc
at

io
n.

 P
re

oc
cu

pi
ed

w
ith

 th
e 

st
ud

y 
of

 li
te

ra
tu

re
, E

ng
lis

h 
de

pa
rt

m
en

ts
se

ld
om

 r
eq

ui
re

th
e 

fu
tu

re
 E

ng
lis

h 
te

ac
he

rh
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

or
 c

ol
le

ge
to

 ta
ke

 c
ou

rs
es

th
at

 w
ou

ld
 g

iv
e 

hi
m

a 
ge

nu
in

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
 c

om
pe

te
nc

e 
in

 te
ac

hi
ng

ei
th

er
 la

ng
ua

ge
or

 c
om

po
si

tio
n;

 y
et

 it
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

es
tim

at
ed

 th
at

 f
or

th
e 

fi
rs

t s
ix

ye
ar

s 
of

 h
is

 c
ar

ee
r 

th
e 

co
lle

ge
 E

ng
lis

h 
te

ac
he

r 
w

ill
 f

in
d

th
at

 9
0 

pe
r 

ce
nt

 o
f 

hi
s 

te
ac

hi
ng

w
ill

 c
on

si
st

 o
f 

cl
as

se
s 

of
 f

re
sh

m
an

E
ng

lis
h 

in
 w

hi
ch

 h
e 

is
su

pp
os

ed
 to

 te
ac

h 
bo

th
 la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 w

ri
t-

in
g.

4 
M

is
si

ng
 f

ro
m

 th
e

us
ua

l E
ng

lis
h 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 f

or
 th

e 
pr

os
pe

ct
iv

e
te

ac
he

r 
of

 E
ng

lis
h

ar
e 

co
ur

se
s 

in
 a

dv
an

ce
d 

co
m

po
si

tio
n,

 h
is

to
ry

 o
f

th
e 

E
ng

lis
h 

la
ng

ua
ge

, t
he

 m
od

er
n

st
ud

y 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 r

he
-

to
ri

ca
l t

he
or

y,
 E

ng
lis

h
pr

os
e 

st
yl

e,
 lo

gi
c,

 s
em

an
tic

s.
 T

he
 c

ur
ri

cu
lu

m
is

 a
lm

os
t e

nt
ir

el
y 

lit
er

ar
y,

 w
ith

 th
e

re
su

lt 
th

at
 th

e 
yo

un
g 

te
ac

he
r 

of
fr

es
hm

an
 E

ng
lis

h 
is

 il
l-

pr
ep

ar
ed

fo
r 

th
e 

jo
b 

he
 is

 a
sk

ed
to

 d
o 

an
d

pi
ne

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
da

y 
w

he
n

he
 c

an
 te

ac
h 

th
e 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
fo

r
w

hi
ch

 h
is

st
ud

ie
s 

ha
ve

 q
ua

lif
ie

d 
hi

m
. T

he
ef

fe
ct

 o
f 

th
is

 a
tti

tu
de

on
 th

e 
qu

al
ity

of
 te

ac
hi

ng
 a

nd
on

 th
e 

m
or

al
e 

of
 te

ac
he

r 
an

d 
st

ud
en

ts
ca

n 
be

su
rm

is
ed

.
Q

ua
lit

y 
of

 T
ex

tb
oo

ks
. F

re
sh

m
an

te
xt

bo
ok

s 
in

 m
an

y 
fi

el
ds

 c
ou

ld
st

an
d 

co
ns

id
er

ab
le

 im
pr

ov
in

g,
bu

t t
ho

se
 f

or
 f

re
sh

m
an

E
ng

lis
h

co
ur

se
si

n 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

, t
he

 h
an

db
oo

ks
an

d 
th

e 
bo

ok
s 

of
 r

ea
di

ng
s

ar
e,

 a
s 

a 
cl

as
s,

 li
ke

ly
 to

 b
e

am
on

g 
th

e 
po

or
es

t, 
th

e 
le

as
t s

ch
ol

ar
ly

,
th

at
 th

e 
st

ud
en

t w
ill

en
co

un
te

r.
 T

he
re

 a
re

 s
om

e 
go

od
 b

oo
ks

am
on

g
th

em
, o

f 
co

ur
se

, b
ut

 th
ey

ar
e 

th
e 

ex
ce

pt
io

ns
 in

 w
ha

t h
as

 b
ec

om
e

a
fa

nt
as

tic
al

ly
 o

ve
rc

ro
w

de
d 

fi
el

d.

4 
T

he
 B

as
ic

 I
ss

ue
s 

in
 th

e 
T

ea
ch

in
g

of
 E

ng
lis

h,
 p

re
se

nt
ed

 b
y 

m
em

be
rs

of
 th

e
A

m
er

ic
an

 S
tu

di
es

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n,

C
ol

le
ge

 E
ng

lis
h 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n,

 M
od

er
n

L
an

gu
ag

e
A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n,
 a

nd
 N

at
io

na
l C

ou
nc

il
of

 T
ea

ch
er

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h,

19
59

, p
. 1

2.
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T

he
m

es
, T

he
or

ie
s,

an
d 

T
he

ra
py

M
os

t h
an

db
oo

ks
 a

re
 d

ef
ic

ie
nt

bo
th

 in
 th

ei
r 

vi
ew

 o
f 

la
ng

ua
ge

an
d

in
 th

ei
r 

th
eo

ry
 o

f 
rh

et
or

ic
. T

he
at

tit
ud

e 
to

w
ar

d 
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
 o

ne
fi

nd
s 

in
 m

os
t o

f 
th

e 
cu

rr
en

t
ha

nd
bo

ok
s 

is
 s

til
l l

ar
ge

ly
 p

re
sc

ri
pt

iv
e,

th
ou

gh
 it

 is
 tr

ue
th

at
 th

is
 e

m
ph

as
is

 h
as

le
ss

en
ed

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
pa

st
 te

n

ye
ar

s.
Fe

w
 b

oo
ks

, h
ow

ev
er

, h
av

e 
ye

t
tr

ie
d 

to
 p

re
se

nt
 to

 th
e 

co
lle

ge
fr

es
hm

an
 e

ve
n 

a 
sm

al
l p

ar
t

of
 th

e 
ne

w
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
ab

ou
t l

an
gu

ag
e

th
at

 h
as

 r
ev

ol
ut

io
ni

ze
d 

th
e

se
ri

ou
s 

st
ud

y:
 o

f 
th

is
 s

ub
je

ct
in

 th
e 

la
st

se
ve

ra
l d

ec
ad

es
. A

s 
fo

r 
rh

et
or

ic
,

th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

 o
f 

ha
nd

bo
ok

s 
pr

es
en

t
a 

de
si

cc
at

ed
rh

et
or

ic
al

 d
oc

tr
in

e 
th

at
 h

as
 p

ro
ba

bl
y

do
ne

 a
 g

oo
d 

de
al

m
or

e 
ov

er
 th

e 
ye

ar
s 

to
hi

nd
er

 g
oo

d 
w

ri
tin

g 
th

an
 to

 f
os

te
r

itt
he

po
si

tio
n 

of
th

e 
to

pi
c 

se
nt

en
ce

 a
nd

m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l r

ul
es

 f
or

 d
ev

el
op

in
g

ex
po

si
to

ry
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

s,
se

ts
 o

f 
cr

iti
ca

la
bs

tr
ac

tio
ns

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
st

ud
en

t

is
 u

rg
ed

 to
 a

pp
ly

 to
 h

is
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

s
an

d 
th

em
es

 li
ke

 a
 f

oo
t r

ul
e 

to
 a

pi
ec

e 
of

 lu
m

be
r,

 in
ju

nc
tio

ns
ab

ou
t l

en
gt

h 
of

 s
en

te
nc

es
 (

no
t

to
o

lo
ng

, n
ot

 to
o 

sh
or

t)
,

an
d 

th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
fi

gu
re

s
of

 s
pe

ec
h.

T
he

 b
oo

ks
 o

f 
re

ad
in

gs
,

us
ed

 p
re

su
m

ab
ly

 f
or

 a
na

ly
si

s
an

d 
im

ita
-

tio
n 

bu
t a

ct
ua

lly
 s

er
vi

ng
 m

or
e

of
te

n 
th

an
 n

ot
 m

er
el

y 
as

 s
pr

in
g-

bo
ar

ds
 f

or
 d

is
cu

ss
io

ns
of

 th
in

gs
 in

 g
en

er
al

, a
re

 a
 p

he
no

m
en

on
pe

cu
lia

r 
to

fr
es

hm
an

 E
ng

lis
h.

 A
ga

in
,

it 
m

us
t b

e 
ad

m
itt

ed
 th

at
 s

om
e

of
 th

es
e 

bo
ok

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

pu
t t

og
et

he
r

w
ith

 in
te

lli
ge

nc
e 

an
d 

ta
st

e,

bu
t t

he
 o

ve
rw

he
lm

in
g 

m
aj

or
ity

of
 th

em
 a

re
 c

ut
-a

nd
-p

as
te

af
fa

ir
s

th
at

 c
an

 il
l s

us
ta

in
 a

 c
ou

rs
e

of
 tr

ue
 c

ol
le

ge
 g

ra
de

. T
yp

ic
al

se
ct

io
n

he
ad

in
gs

 in
 o

ne
of

 th
es

e 
bo

ok
s 

in
cl

ud
e 

"T
he

 C
ol

le
ge

Sc
en

e,
" 

T
he

R
el

at
io

ns
 o

f 
G

od
 to

 M
an

,"
T

he
 I

nd
iv

id
ua

l a
nd

th
e 

St
at

e,
"

"T
he

 M
ea

ni
ng

 o
f 

A
m

er
ic

a,
"

"F
re

ed
om

 o
f 

E
xp

re
ss

io
n,

"
"M

an
 a

nd

W
om

an
,"

 "
T

he
 A

rt
 o

f 
,L

iv
in

g,
"

an
d 

"S
ci

en
ce

 a
nd

 th
e

Fu
tu

re
."

T
he

 la
st

 o
f 

th
es

e,
 in

 th
e'

vo
lu

m
e 

qu
ot

ed
 f

ro
m

, i
s

fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y 

th
e

pa
re

nt
he

tic
al

 s
ub

he
ad

in
g

"W
he

re
 is

 s
ci

en
ce

 ta
ki

ng
 u

s?
"

T
he

 a
ns

w
er

pr
es

um
ab

ly
is

 c
on

ta
in

ed
 I

n 
th

e 
fo

rt
y 

pa
ge

s
th

at
 f

ol
lo

w
, i

n 
w

hi
ch

an
 a

rt
ic

le
 o

n 
de

te
rg

en
ts

is
 s

an
dw

ic
he

d 
be

tw
ee

n
H

er
od

ot
us

's
 e

xp
la

na
-

tio
n 

of
 w

hy
 th

e 
N

ile
ov

er
fl

ow
s 

an
d 

a 
se

le
ct

io
n 

by
C

. P
. S

no
w

.

T
he

 o
ve

ra
bu

nd
an

ce
of

 te
xt

bo
ok

s 
fo

r 
fr

es
hm

an
 E

ng
lis

h
ha

s 
al

-

re
ad

y 
be

en
m

en
tio

ne
d,

 b
ut

 it
 w

ill
 b

e 
of

 s
om

e
in

te
re

st
 to

 s
pe

ll 
ou

t

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 o

f 
th

is
 a

bu
nd

an
ce

 A
lit

tle
 m

or
e 

ex
ac

tly
. A

s 
pa

rt
of

 th
e

an
al

ys
is

 o
f

fr
es

hm
an

 p
ro

gr
am

s,
 a

 li
st

 w
as

m
ad

e 
of

 a
ll 

th
e 

te
xt

bo
ok

s

th
at

 w
er

e 
re

qu
ir

ed
. S

ev
ep

ty
-s

b;
of

 th
e;

 n
in

et
y-

ei
gh

t c
ou

rs
e 

de
sc

ri
p-

tio
ns

 s
pe

ci
fi

ed
 te

xt
s.

 L
ea

vi
ng

 I
 o

ut
 d

iF
tio

na
ri

es
,

co
m

pl
et

e 
lit

er
ar

y
w

or
ks

, a
nd

 th
e 

so
-c

al
le

d 
"c

on
tr

ol
le

d
rs

ea
rc

h"
or

 "
so

ur
ce

" 
bo

ok
s,

th
e 

lis
t i

nc
lu

de
d 

th
e 

fo
l)

ow
in

 :

T
ea

ch
in

g 
E

ng
lis

h 
C

om
po

si
tio

n 
in

 C
ol

le
ge

57
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 b
oo

ks
 o

f 
re

ad
in

gs
 (

tw
o-

th
ir

ds
 in

us
e 

oi
t o

nl
y

on
e 

co
lle

ge
)

24
 h

an
db

oo
ks

 (
ha

lf
 in

us
e 

at
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

co
lle

ge
)

12
 w

or
kb

oo
ks

 (
al

l b
ut

 o
ne

 in
us

e 
at

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 c

ol
le

ge
s)

4 
ha

nd
bo

ok
-r

ea
de

r 
co

m
bi

na
tio

ns
35

 li
te

ra
ry

 a
nt

ho
lo

gi
es

22
 m

is
ce

lla
ne

ou
s 

te
xt

bo
ok

s

In
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
m

is
ce

lla
ne

ou
s

gr
ou

p 
w

er
e

fo
ur

 r
es

ea
rc

h-
pa

pe
r

m
an

ua
ls

, t
hr

ee
 b

oo
ks

 o
n 

lin
gu

is
tic

s,
 tw

o 
on

pu
bl

ic
 s

pe
ak

in
g,

 tw
o

on
 lo

gi
c 

an
d 

se
m

an
tic

s,
 tw

o 
on

 lo
gi

c 
al

on
e,

 tw
o

on
 d

ev
el

op
in

g
re

ad
in

g 
sk

ill
, a

 s
ty

le
 s

he
et

, a
 g

lo
ss

ar
y 

of
 li

te
ra

ry
te

rm
s,

 a
 b

oo
k 

on
ho

w
 to

 w
ri

te
 te

ch
ni

ca
l

re
po

rt
s,

, a
 p

am
ph

le
t o

n 
sp

el
lin

g,
 a

no
th

er
 o

n
us

in
g 

di
ct

io
na

ri
es

, a
 m

as
si

ve
 c

ul
tu

ra
l, 

in
te

lle
ct

ua
l, 

an
d 

so
ci

al
hi

st
or

y
of

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
, a

nd
fi

na
lly

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 c

al
le

d 
30

 D
ay

s 
to

 a
M

or
e 

Po
w

er
fu

l
V

oc
ab

ul
ar

y.
Fr

om
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 a

t
se

ve
nt

y-
si

x 
co

lle
ge

s 
an

d 
un

iv
er

si
tie

s 
fi

ft
y-

se
ve

n 
di

ff
er

en
t f

re
sh

m
an

es
sa

y 
fi

nt
ho

lo
gi

es
 a

re
 b

ei
ng

 u
se

d,
 o

ne
 c

an
dr

aw
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
po

ss
ib

le
 c

on
cl

us
io

ns
: (

1)
 M

an
y 

of
 th

es
e 

bo
ok

s
ar

e 
so

 n
ea

rl
y 

al
ik

e 
th

at
 it

 m
at

te
rs

 li
ttl

e 
w

hi
ch

on
e 

is
 u

se
d.

 (
2)

 F
ad

s
an

d 
no

ve
lti

es
 a

ff
ec

t c
ho

ic
e 

of
 th

es
e 

bo
ok

s
as

 m
uc

h 
as

 th
ey

 d
o 

ch
oi

ce
of

 w
om

en
's

 h
at

s.
(3

) 
L

oc
al

 a
ut

ho
rs

hi
p 

pl
ay

s 
a

la
rg

e 
pa

rt
 in

 th
e

de
ci

si
on

 to
ad

op
t o

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
bo

ok
s,

 s
in

ce
 tw

o-
th

ir
ds

 o
f 

th
em

ar
e

us
ed

 a
t o

nl
y 

a
si

ng
le

 s
ch

oo
l o

n 
th

e 
lis

t, 
of

te
n 

w
he

re
on

e 
of

 th
e

au
th

or
s 

is
em

pl
oy

ed
. (

4)
 T

he
 g

lu
t o

f 
th

es
e 

bo
ok

s,
 a

ll
pr

od
uc

ed
 b

y
pr

es
um

ab
ly

 b
us

y 
sc

ho
la

rs
,

su
gg

es
ts

 th
at

 th
e 

jo
b 

of
 p

ut
tin

g 
on

e 
of

th
em

 to
ge

th
er

 is
co

ns
id

er
ab

ly
 le

ss
 b

ur
de

ns
om

e 
th

an
 th

e
w

ri
tin

g
of

 m
os

t o
th

er
 k

in
ds

 o
f 

bo
ok

s.
(5

) 
Fi

ft
y-

se
ve

n 
di

ff
er

en
t b

oo
ks

 o
f

re
ad

in
gs

 f
or

 w
ha

t i
n 

th
eo

ry
 is

 th
e 

sa
m

e
co

ur
se

 s
ug

ge
st

s 
a 

de
gr

ee
 o

f
un

ce
rt

ai
nt

y 
ab

ou
t t

he
 a

im
s,

 m
et

ho
ds

, a
nd

pr
op

er
 c

on
te

nt
 o

f 
th

e
co

ur
se

: P
er

ha
ps

 n
on

e 
of

 th
es

e
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
ns

 is
 e

nt
ir

el
y

tr
ue

, b
ut

no
ne

 is
 w

ho
lly

 f
al

se
 e

ith
er

.
C

er
ta

in
ly

 th
er

e 
is

 a
n

ex
tr

ao
rd

in
ar

y
nu

m
be

r 
of

 th
es

e 
co

lle
ct

io
ns

on
 th

e 
m

ar
ke

t, 
an

d 
th

ey
co

m
e 

an
d

go
w

ith
ex

tr
ao

rd
in

ar
y 

ra
pi

di
ty

.
A

ft
er

 th
is

su
rv

ey
of

 th
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

tie
s 

un
de

r
w

hi
ch

 th
e 

fr
es

hm
an

E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
 la

bo
rs

, i
t w

ill
 b

e 
us

ef
ul

to
 lo

ok
 m

or
e

cl
os

el
y 

at
 th

e
co

ur
se

 in
 it

s 
va

ri
ou

s 
fo

rm
s 

to
ge

t s
om

e 
no

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
sp

ec
if

ic
 p

ol
ic

ie
s

th
at

go
ve

rn
 th

e 
w

or
k 

do
ne

 in
 it

. T
he

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
is

no
w

 a
lm

os
t u

ni
-

ve
rs

al
 o

f
m

ak
in

g 
so

m
e 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
to

se
gr

eg
at

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 in

 th
is

 c
ou

rs
e

by
 th

ei
r 

pr
es

um
ed

ab
ili

ty
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
m

po
si

tio
n.

 S
in

ce
 th

e
co

ur
se

17
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T

he
m

es
, T

he
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

pa
tte

rn
s

th
at

 r
es

ul
t f

ro
m

 s
uc

h 
a 

po
lic

y 
di

ff
er

 c
on

si
de

ra
bl

y
fr

om
 o

ne
an

ot
he

r,
 it

 w
ill

 b
e 

be
st

 to
 lo

ok
 s

ep
ar

at
el

y 
at

th
os

e 
fo

r 
po

or
ly

pr
ep

ar
ed

 s
tu

de
nt

s,
 f

or
 s

up
er

io
r

st
ud

en
ts

, a
nd

 f
or

 th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

of
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 f

al
l i

nt
o 

ne
ith

er
 o

f 
th

es
e 

gr
ou

ps
.

R
em

ed
ia

l C
ou

rs
es

. T
he

 n
um

be
r 

of
 c

ol
le

ge
s

an
d 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s 

of
fe

r-

in
g 

re
m

ed
ia

l E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
s

ha
s 

dr
op

pe
d 

sh
ar

pl
y 

in
 th

e 
la

st
se

ve
ra

l

ye
ar

s.
 T

ho
ug

h
th

e 
tr

en
d 

m
ay

 b
e 

sa
id

 to
 h

av
e 

be
en

st
ar

te
d 

by
 th

e

w
id

el
y 

pu
bl

ic
iz

ed
de

ci
si

on
 o

f 
th

e 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f 

Il
lin

oi
s 

to
 d

ro
p

its

ow
n 

co
ur

se
, i

t h
as

be
en

 r
ei

nf
or

ce
d 

by
 th

e 
pr

es
su

re
 o

f 
ri

si
ng

en
ro

ll-

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 b

y 
th

e 
re

ce
nt

na
tio

na
l c

on
ce

rn
 f

or
 r

ai
si

ng
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l
st

an
da

rd
s 

at
 a

ll 
le

ve
ls

. A
 li

ttl
e 

m
or

e 
th

an
ha

lf
 o

f 
th

e 
ni

ne
ty

-f
iv

e
sc

ho
ol

s 
w

ho
se

 f
re

sh
m

an
 E

ng
lis

h 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

w
er

e
st

ud
ie

d 
ha

d 
no

su
ch

 c
ou

rs
e 

on
 th

ei
r 

bo
ok

s 
in

 1
96

0-
19

61
,

an
d 

at
 le

as
t t

hr
ee

 o
f 

th
os

e
th

at
 d

id
 d

ro
pp

ed
 th

e 
co

ur
se

 th
e 

ne
xt

 y
ea

r.
 P

ro
ba

bl
y 

no
m

or
e 

th
an

40
pe

r 
ce

nt
of

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

st
ill

 o
ff

er
 th

e 
co

ur
se

; o
ft

en
, t

ho
ug

h
no

t

al
w

ay
s,

 th
es

e
sc

ho
ol

s 
ar

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
in

 s
ta

te
s 

w
he

re
 le

ga
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

pr
ev

en
t

se
le

ct
iv

e 
ad

m
is

si
on

. O
ne

 u
ni

ve
rs

ity
 in

th
e 

So
ut

h 
fr

an
kl

y
ca

lls
 it

s 
co

ur
se

 "
su

bc
ol

le
gi

at
e"

 a
nd

 s
ay

s 
th

at
th

e 
m

ai
n 

ob
je

ct
 o

f 
th

e
co

ur
se

 "
is

 to
 te

ac
h 

hi
gh

sc
ho

ol
 E

ng
lis

h 
to

 w
ea

k 
co

lle
ge

 s
tu

de
nt

s.
"

It
 u

nd
er

lin
es

 th
e 

po
in

t b
y 

re
qu

ir
in

g 
a 

hi
gh

sc
ho

ol
 te

xt
bo

ok
 o

f 
gr

am
-

m
ar

 a
nd

 r
he

to
ri

c.
A

 f
ew

 s
ch

oo
ls

 th
at

 d
o 

no
t h

av
e 

a
fo

rm
al

 r
em

ed
ia

l

co
ur

se
 m

ai
nt

ai
n 

"w
ri

tin
g

cl
in

ic
s"

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
po

or
es

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e
ei

th
er

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
or

 in
vi

te
d 

to
 a

tte
nd

 in
or

de
r 

to
 g

et
 s

pe
ci

al
 h

el
p.

 I
n-

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

ap
pe

ar
 to

be
pu

t o
n

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
in

 s
uc

h 
m

at
te

rs
:

"T
hi

s 
he

lp
 is

 a
va

ila
bl

e;
 it

's
 u

p 
to

 y
ou

 w
he

th
er

 to
ta

ke
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f

it.
" O

f 
th

os
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

th
at

 s
til

l o
ff

er
 a

re
m

ed
ia

l c
ou

rs
e,

 a
bo

ut
 tw

o-
th

ir
ds

 g
iv

e 
it 

w
ith

ou
t c

re
di

t, 
an

d 
ne

ar
ly

al
l t

he
 o

th
er

s 
he

dg
e 

th
e

cr
ed

it 
ab

ou
t w

ith
 s

om
e 

ki
nd

 o
f

re
st

ri
ct

io
n.

 I
n 

so
m

e 
pl

ac
es

 th
e

cr
ed

it 
do

es
 n

ot
 c

ou
nt

 to
w

ar
d 

gr
ad

ua
tio

n,
an

d 
th

us
 a

 s
tu

de
nt

 ta
ki

ng
th

e 
co

ur
se

 h
as

 a
 th

re
e-

ho
ur

 d
ef

ic
ie

nc
y 

to
m

ak
e

up
.

In
 o

th
er

s,
 th

e
st

ud
en

t i
s 

re
qu

ir
ed

 to
 a

tte
nd

 c
la

ss
fi

ve
 h

ou
rs

 a
 w

ee
k 

bu
t g

et
s 

on
ly

th
re

e 
cr

ed
its

.
T

w
o-

th
ir

ds
 o

f 
th

e 
sc

ho
ol

s 
th

at
 g

iv
e

th
e 

co
ur

se
 o

ff
er

 it
 a

s 
a 

pa
rt

of
 th

e 
re

gu
la

r 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

, a
va

ila
bl

e 
du

ri
ng

sc
ho

ol
 h

ou
rs

 a
nd

 ta
ug

ht

by
 m

em
be

rs
of

 th
e 

E
ng

lis
h 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t (

th
ou

gh
 n

ea
rl

y 
al

w
ay

s
gr

ad
ua

te
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

or
 ju

ni
or

in
st

ru
ct

or
s)

. N
o 

fe
e 

is
 c

ha
rg

ed
.

T
he

ot
he

rs
 h

av
e 

re
m

ov
ed

 it
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

E
ng

lis
h 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

en
tir

el
y 

an
d

of
fe

r 
it,

 f
or

 a
 s

pe
ci

al
 f

ee
, b

y 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

(i
n

th
e 

ev
en

in
g 

or
 b

y 
co

r-
re

sp
on

de
nc

e)
 o

r 
in

th
e 

su
m

m
er

 s
es

si
on

 o
nl

y.

T
ca

cL
'in

g 
E

ng
lis

h 
C

om
po

si
tio

n 
in

C
ol

le
ge
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St
ud

en
ts

 a
re

as
si

gn
ed

 to
 r

em
ed

ia
l c

ou
rs

es
on

 th
e 

ba
si

s 
of

 s
ta

nd
ar

d-
iz

ed
 o

bj
ec

tiv
e

pl
ac

em
en

t t
es

ts
, o

ft
en

 b
ac

ke
d

up
 b

y 
on

e 
or

 m
or

e
co

m
po

si
tio

ns
. M

os
t s

ch
oo

ls
 h

av
e

pr
ov

is
io

ns
 f

or
 c

or
re

ct
in

g
er

ro
rs

in
 p

la
ce

m
en

t, 
ei

th
er

up
w

ar
d 

or
 d

ow
nw

ar
d,

 o
n 

th
e 

ev
id

en
ce

of
 th

e
fi

rs
t t

w
o 

or
 th

re
e 

th
em

es
w

ri
tte

n 
in

 w
hi

ch
ev

er
co

ur
se

 a
 s

tu
de

nt
 h

as
be

en
 a

ss
ig

ne
d

to
. T

he
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

 o
f 

st
ud

en
ts

pu
ti

n 
re

m
ed

ia
l c

ou
rs

es
va

ri
es

w
id

el
y,

 f
ro

m
 4

0 
or

 4
5

pe
r 

ce
nt

 a
t t

hr
ee

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

 o
n 

th
e

lis
t t

o
on

ly
 5

 o
r 

7
pe

r 
ce

nt
 a

t o
th

er
 in

st
itu

tio
ns

. T
he

m
ea

n 
is

 a
bo

ut
15

pe
r 

ce
nt

.
T

he
 c

on
te

nt
 o

f 
th

es
e

co
ur

se
s 

is
, a

s 
w

ou
ld

 b
e

ex
pe

ct
ed

, m
ai

nl
y

dr
ill

 o
n

gr
am

m
ar

, u
sa

ge
, p

un
ct

ua
tio

n,
sp

el
lin

g,
 a

nd
 e

le
m

en
ta

ry
rh

et
or

ic
se

nt
en

ce
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 th
e 

si
m

pl
er

 k
in

ds
 o

f
pa

ra
gr

ap
h 

st
ru

c-
tu

re
. W

or
kb

oo
ks

ar
e 

co
m

m
on

ly
 u

se
d,

 o
ft

en
ta

ki
ng

 u
p 

m
or

e 
tim

e 
in

th
e 

co
ur

se
 th

an
pr

ac
tic

e 
in

 a
ct

ua
l

co
m

po
si

tio
n 

do
es

. P
ap

er
s 

ar
e

cu
st

om
ar

ily
 a

ss
ig

ne
d 

at
 th

e 
ra

te
 o

f
on

e 
a 

w
ee

k,
 th

ou
gh

 w
ri

tte
n

ex
er

-
ci

se
s 

of
on

e 
ki

nd
 o

r 
an

ot
he

r
m

ay
 c

om
e 

m
or

e 
of

te
n.

 T
he

pa
pe

rs
 a

re
ne

ar
ly

 a
lw

ay
s 

sh
or

tn
o

m
or

e 
th

an
 a

pa
ge

 o
r 

tw
oa

nd
 o

ft
en

m
ay

co
ns

is
t o

f
on

ly
 a

 s
in

gl
e

pa
ra

gr
ap

h.
 T

op
ic

s 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 a

re
po

in
te

d
to

w
ar

d 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t's
ow

n 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 a
nd

 c
al

l f
or

si
m

pl
e 

na
rr

at
iv

e
or

 e
xp

os
ito

ry
 tr

ea
tm

en
t. 

A
la

rg
e 

pr
op

or
tio

n 
of

 th
e

w
ri

tin
g 

is
 d

on
e

in
 c

la
ss

, s
om

et
im

es
al

l o
f 

it.
 T

he
re

as
on

 s
ee

m
s 

to
 b

e
co

m
po

un
de

d 
of

a 
de

si
re

 to
 g

iv
e 

m
or

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

he
lp

 to
 th

e 
st

ud
en

t a
s 

he
 is

co
m

po
s-

in
g 

an
d 

an
 a

nx
ie

ty
 to

 b
e

su
re

 th
at

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t i

s
do

in
g 

hi
s 

ow
n 

w
or

k.
Pr

ov
is

io
ns

 f
or

 th
e

Su
pe

ri
or

 S
tu

de
nt

. A
s

co
lle

ge
 E

ng
lis

h 
de

pa
rt

-
m

en
ts

 h
av

e 
sh

ow
n 

le
ss

 a
nd

 le
ss

co
nc

er
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

ne
ed

s 
of

 th
e 

du
lle

st
an

d 
m

os
t

po
or

ly
 p

re
pa

re
d 

st
ud

en
ts

,
th

ey
 h

av
e 

ta
ke

n 
a

sh
ar

pl
y

in
cr

ea
se

d 
in

te
re

st
 in

th
e 

ne
ed

s 
of

 th
os

e
w

ho
 a

re
br

ig
ht

es
t a

nd
 b

es
t

pr
ep

ar
ed

. M
or

e 
th

an
 tw

o-
th

ir
ds

of
 th

e
ni

ne
ty

-f
iv

e 
co

lle
ge

s 
w

er
e

m
ak

in
g 

so
m

e 
sp

ec
ia

l
pr

ov
is

io
n 

fo
r 

su
pe

ri
or

 s
tu

de
nt

s
in

 1
96

0-
19

61
;

an
d 

si
nc

e 
th

is
tr

en
d 

is
 s

til
l o

n 
th

e
ri

se
, t

he
re

 is
 n

o 
do

ub
t t

ha
t

th
e

pr
op

or
tio

n 
is

 e
ve

n
hi

gh
er

 n
ow

. A
m

on
g 

th
os

e
in

st
itu

tio
ns

 th
at

ap
pa

re
nt

ly
 w

er
e 

no
t m

ak
in

g
so

m
e 

ef
fo

rt
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
th

e
us

ua
l

fr
es

hm
an

E
ng

lis
h 

re
qu

ir
em

en
t t

o 
th

e
ne

ed
s 

of
 th

e
br

ig
ht

 s
tu

de
nt

w
er

e 
th

re
e 

sm
al

l a
nd

hi
gh

ly
 s

el
ec

tiv
e 

co
lle

ge
s 

th
at

do
 n

ot
 te

ac
h

fr
es

hm
an

E
ng

lis
h 

at
 a

ll;
 a

t m
os

t o
f 

th
e

ot
he

rs
, s

pe
ci

al
 tr

ea
tm

en
t f

or
in

di
vi

du
al

s 
is

po
ss

ib
le

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

A
dv

an
ce

d
Pl

ac
em

en
t

Pr
og

ra
m

.
T

he
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

ar
ra

ng
em

en
ts

 m
ad

e 
fo

r 
th

es
e 

st
ud

en
ts

ta
ke

m
an

y
fo

rm
s.

 I
n

so
m

e 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

 a
 f

ew
 s

tu
de

nt
s

m
ay

 b
e 

to
ta

lly
 e

xe
m

pt
ed

fr
om

an
y 

re
qu

ir
em

en
t i

n 
fr

es
hm

an
E

ng
lis

h,
 th

ou
gh

 th
ey

 w
ill

us
ua

lly
 b

e 
re

qu
ir

ed
or

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
d 

to
 e

le
ct

on
e 

or
 m

or
e 

ad
va

nc
ed
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T

he
m

es
, T

he
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

co
ur

se
s 

in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 I

n
m

an
y 

pl
ac

es
 b

ri
gh

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
ex

em
pt

ed
fr

om
 a

pa
rt

of
 th

e 
no

rm
al

re
qu

ir
em

en
tth

e 
fi

rs
t t

er
m

 u
su

al
ly

th
en

ei
th

er
 m

ad
e 

to
 ta

ke
 th

e
re

st
 o

f 
th

e 
re

gu
la

r
se

qu
en

ce
 o

r,
 m

or
e 

co
m

-
m

on
ly

, p
ut

 in
 a

n 
ac

ce
le
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 e
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 o
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l f
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ra
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 f
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 d
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el
ig

ib
le

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 ta
ke

 a
 s

pe
ci

al
pr

of
i-

ci
en

cy
 te

st
 a

nd
 to

pa
ss

it 
w

ith
 d

is
tin

ct
io

n.
 T

hi
s 

ex
am

in
at

io
n

is
us

ua
lly

 a
n 

im
pr

om
pt

u 
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
on

 a
to

pi
c 

de
m

an
di

ng
 r
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 b
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t d
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 m
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 c
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t c
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 f
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 b
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 r
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l o
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 b
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 m
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l c
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 c

on
ne

ct
io

n
w

ith
 th

e 
st

ud
y 

of
lit

er
ar

y 
te

xt
s.

 S
om

et
im

es
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 is
 f

ra
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 m
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pr
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i. 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 c
ol

le
ge

s 
re

qu
ir

e 
th

e 
la

st
tw

o 
or

 th
re

e
pa

pe
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

co
ur

se
 to

 b
e 

w
ri

tte
n 

in
 c

la
ss

; t
he

 s
tu

de
nt

 m
us

t g
et

pa
ss

in
g 

gr
ad

es
 o

n 
th

es
e 

th
em

es
 to

 p
as

s 
th

e
co

ur
se

.
In

 s
pi

te
 o

f 
th

e 
pr

es
su

re
 o

f 
ri

si
ng

 e
nr

ol
lm

en
ts

, t
he

m
es

ar
e 

us
ua

lly
m

ar
ke

d 
an

d 
gr

ad
ed

 b
y 

a 
st

ud
en

t's
 o

w
n 

in
st

ru
ct

or
 r

at
he

r 
th

an
 b

y 
a

th
em

e 
re

ad
er

 (
ev

en
 th

ou
gh

 th
e 

in
st

ru
ct

or
 m

ay
 o

ft
en

 b
e

a 
gr

ad
ua

te
st

ud
en

t j
us

t b
eg

in
ni

ng
 to

 te
ch

).
 T

hi
s 

si
tu

at
io

n
m

ay
 n

ot
 la

st
. S

ev
-

er
al

 c
ol

le
ge

s 
an

d 
un

iv
er

si
tie

s 
ar

e
no

w
 u

si
ng

 r
ea

de
rs

 f
or

 th
em

es
. T

he
gr

ow
th

 o
f 

th
e 

"l
ay

 r
ea

de
r"

 p
la

n 
in

 h
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

s
m

ay
 s

oo
n 

en
-

co
ur

ag
e 

co
lle

ge
 a

dm
in

is
tr

at
or

s 
to

 e
xt

en
d 

it 
to

 f
re

sh
m

an
 E

ng
lis

h
co

ur
se

s 
as

 a
n 

ec
on

om
y 

m
ea

su
re

: t
ho

ug
h 

gr
ad

ua
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s
ca

n
sc

ar
ce

ly
 b

e 
ca

lle
d 

ex
pe

ns
iv

e 
la

bo
r,

ho
us

ew
iv

es
 c

os
t e

ve
n 

le
ss

.
A

 N
ot

e 
on

 th
e 

C
07
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7M

in
iC

at
iO

n 
C

ou
rs

e.
 T

he
sp

ec
ia

l v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f

fr
es

hm
an

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
 c

al
le

d 
"C

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n"
(s

om
et

im
es

 "
B

as
ic

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n"

)
is

di
st

in
gu

is
he

d 
fr

om
 th

e 
us

ua
l c

om
po

si
tio

n
co

ur
se

 b
y 

its
 p

ri
m

ar
y 

fo
cu

s 
on

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n,
 o

ft
en

in
 a

 f
ai

rl
y 

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

w
ay

, a
nd

 o
n 

th
e 

fo
ur

 "
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n
sk

ill
s,

" 
re

ad
in

g,
 w

ri
tin

g,
 s

pe
ak

in
g,

 a
nd

lis
te

ni
ng

. T
he

 ty
pi

ca
l c

ou
rs

e
of

 th
is

 s
or

t i
s 

or
ie

nt
ed

m
or

e 
to

w
ar

d 
th

e 
so

ci
al

 s
ci

en
ce

s 
th

an
 to

w
ar

d
th

e 
hu

m
an

iti
es

. T
he

 o
ri

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
co

m
po

si
tio

n
co

ur
se

 is
 th

e
re

ve
rs

e.
 T

he
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
co

ur
se

 is
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

m
or

e 
w

ith
 th

e
ac

cu
ra

cy
 o

f 
ve

rb
al

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n 

an
d 

le
ss

 w
ith

 it
s 

es
th

et
ic

 q
ua

lit
ie

s.
 T

he
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
co

ur
se

 te
nd

s 
to

 b
e 

eq
ua

lly
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 w
ith

bo
th

. L
in

-
gu

is
tic

s,
 s

em
an

tic
s,

 lo
gi

c,
 p

er
su

as
io

n 
an

d
ar

gu
m

en
t, 

gr
ou

p 
dy

na
m

ic
s,

an
d 

th
e 

m
as

s 
m

ed
ia

ar
e 

al
l l

ik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

st
ud

ie
d 

in
 a

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n

co
ur

se
. R

eq
ui

re
d 

re
ad

in
g 

se
em

s 
ra

re
ly

 to
 b

e 
lit

er
ar

y 
bu

t c
on

si
st

s
in

st
ea

d 
of

 b
oo

ks
 a

nd
 a

rt
ic

le
s

on
 la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
an

d 
of

ne
w

sp
ap

er
s 

an
d 

m
ag

az
in

es
 s

tu
di

ed
 a

s 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
th

e
m

as
s 

m
ed

ia
.

Fi
ft

ee
n 

ye
ar

s 
ag

o 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n
co

ur
se

s 
w

er
e 

sp
ri

ng
in

g 
up
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T

hem
es,

T
heories,

and
T

herapy
everyw

here.
B

y
1948

there
w

ere
200

in
existence.

T
oday

their
vogue

has
largely

passed.
M

ost
colleges

and
universities

that
once

had
them

have
abandoned

them
entirely;

som
e

of
the

rest
appear

to
be

choking
them

off
w

ith
various

adm
inistrative

restrictions;
a

few
others

have
kept

the
nam

e
but

have
dropped

attem
pts

to
give

instruction
in

speaking
and

listening
and

have
in

ef.,:ct
m

ade
the

course
into

sim
ply

another
variety

of
com

position
course.

A
m

ong
the

ninety-five
institutions

on
the

list,
only

six
retain

full-fledged
com

m
unication

courses
that

offer
instruction

and
practice

in
reading,

w
riting,

speaking,
and

listening.
T

hree
of

them
,

part
of

a
"general

college"
pattern

w
ithin

state
universities,

exist
alongi

ie
m

uch
larger,

conventional
program

s
in

com
position.

T
hree

others,
also

part
of

a
general

education
curriculum

,
seem

to
have

m
aintained

their
vigor

undim
inished,

at
least

partly
as

a
result

of
a

considerable
degree

of
adm

inistrative
independence

that
they

have
enjoyed.

R
arely,

an
otherw

ise
conventional

com
position

program
w

ill
m

ake
a

nod
tow

ard
the

claim
s

of
spoken

E
nglish

by
requiring

one
or

tw
o

short
(3-m

inute)
speeches

during
the

year.
B

ut
for

the
m

ost
part,

except
for

the
surviving

com
m

unication
courses,

freshm
an

E
nglish

program
s

do
not

attem
pt

to
give

form
al

instruction
in

oral
discourse.

T
he

m
ost

exciting
educational

developm
ent

of
the

last
half

dozen
years

has
been

the
w

idespread
effort

to
im

prove
the

quality
of

in-
struction

in
several

of
the

basic
academ

ic
subjects,

m
ainly

by
identi-

fying
and

concentrating
m

ore
directly

upon
their

central
principles

and
by

bringing
their

content
m

ore
nearly

into
line

w
ith

current
know

ledge
of

the
particular

disciplines.
O

n
the

strength
of

the
analysis

just
concluded,

one
finds

little
evidence

that
the

people
w

ho
plan

and
run

freshm
an

E
nglish

courses,
or

those
w

ho
w

rite
textbooks

for
these

courses,
have

been
at

all
conscious

of
this

m
ovem

ent
or

of
its

bearing
on

their
ow

n
concerns.

M
ost

of
them

are
still

doing

.

business
in

the
sam

e
old

w
ay

at
the

sam
e

old
stand.

Freshm
an

E
ng-

lish
in

the
nation's

colleges
and

universities
is

now
so

confused,
so

clearly
in

need
of

radical
and

sw
eeping

reform
s,

that
college

E
ng-

lish
departm

ents
can

continue
to

ignore
the

situation
only

at
their

increasing
peril.

C
hapter

2

E
nglish

C
om

position
at

D
artm

outh
C

ollege

T
H

E
FR

E
SH

M
A

N
E

N
G

L
ISH

C
O

U
R

SE
S

A
T

D
A

R
T

M
O

U
T

H

A
fter

the
general

survey
just

presented
of

the
m

any
varieties

of
freshm

an
E

nglish
courses

and
of

the
conditions

that
prevail

in
them

,
it

w
ill

now
be

profitable
to

look
closely

at
one

particular
freshm

an
E

nglish
program

,
that

at
D

artm
outh

C
ollege.

D
artm

outh
cannot,

it
is

true,
be

called
a

typical
A

m
erican

college,
though

it
is

typical
of

a
certain

im
portant

kind
of

A
m

erican
college.

It
is,

in
the

first
place,

a
restricted-enrollm

ent
college,

accepting
only

a
sm

all
fraction

of
the

young
m

en
w

ho
apply

for
adm

ission;
and

in
general

it
is

only
the

better
students

w
ho

choose
to

apply
to

thii
kind

of
col-

lege.
T

he
average

student
ta.

'g
freshm

an
E

nglish
at

D
artm

outh
is

noticeably
superior

both
in

intelligence
and

in
preparation

to
his

counterpart
at

less
favored

colleges
and

universities.
A

nd
since

the
size

of
the

freshm
an

class
is

strictly
controlled,

being
held

to
alm

ost
the

sam
e

figure
year

after
year,

the
E

nglish
departm

ent
is

protected
from

the
pressures

that
elsew

here
are

forcing
heavy

increases
in

class
size

and
teacher

load
or

are
otherw

ise
low

ering
the

quality
of

teaching
in

this
course.

Since
D

artm
outh

does
not

offer
graduate

degrees
in

E
nglish,

there
are

no
graduate

students
to

w
hom

the
teacL

iPi,-T
of

freshm
an

E
ng-

lish
can

be
relegated.

T
he

D
artm

outh
E

nglish
staff

is
com

posed
entirely

of
full-tim

e
teachers

w
ith

a
high

degree
of

professional
com

petence,
educated

at
the

best
universities

and
already

expe-
rienced

in
teaching

before
they

are
hired.

M
oreover,

the
-lack

of
graduate

courses
at

D
artm

outh
has

m
eant

that
undergraduate

teach-
ing

enjoys
a

statu.;
that

it
often

lacks
in

universities,
w

here
m

any
27
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T

hem
es,

T
heories,

and
T

herapy
teachers

regard
it

w
ithout

enthusiasm
and

aspire
to

teach
only

graduate
students.

A
t

D
artm

outh
the

freshm
an

E
nglish

courses
are

taught
by

all
m

em
bers

of
the

departm
ent

and
are

thought
to

be
w

orthy
of

the
best

efforts
of

the
staff.

T
hough

freshm
an

E
nglish

at
D

artm
outh

m
ay

not
be

typical
in

enjoying
so

m
uch

happier
circum

stances
than

the
course

often
does

elsew
here,

this
fact

alone
m

akes
it

w
orth

a
close

look,
for

it
is

freed
from

som
e

of
the

inhibiting
conditions

that
often

prevent
E

nglish
teachers

elsew
here

from
doing

as
good

a
job

as
they

w
ould

like
in

the
freshm

an
course.

T
here

are
other

reasons
also

w
hy

the
D

art-
m

outh
course

deserves
attention.

O
ne

is
that

although
the

fortunate
circum

stances
that

it
enjoys

are
not

w
idely

typical,
they

are
not

unique.
A

significant
num

ber
of

other
colleges

and
universities,

especially
in

the
E

ast
but

not
there

alone,
bear

a
generic

resem
blance

to
D

artm
outh

and
in

varying
degrees

benefit
from

the
sam

e
kind

of
circum

stances.
In

som
e

respects
(though

not
all)

these
institu-

tions
are

the
bellw

ethers
of

A
m

erican
higher

education,
so

that
developm

ents
in

their
curricula

often
are

significant
to

other
kinds

of
colleges

and
universities

as
w

ell.
A

nother
reason

is
that

although
the

average
freshm

an
at

D
artm

outh
m

ay
be

brighter
and

better
pre-

pared
academ

ically
than

the
average

freshm
an

in
m

ost
other

colleges
and

universities,
these

institutions
enroll

m
any

bright
and

w
ell-

prepared
young

people.
A

t
alm

ost
any

state
university,

for
exam

ple,
there

are
som

e
freshm

en
w

ho
are

the
equals

of
the

best
that

attend
D

artm
outh.

T
he

proportion
of

these
superior

students
appears

to
be

rising,
and

the
institutions

at
w

hich
they

enroll
are

taking
an

increasingly
keen

interest
in

their
special

educational
needs.

In
this

respect,
then,

an
E

nglish
program

suitable
for

the
kind

of
student

w
ho

com
es

to
D

artm
outh

should
be

suitable
also

for
a

significant
num

ber
of

students
at

less
selective

institutions,
and

there
is

a
clear

trend
in

these
institutions

to
m

ake
special

provisions
for

unusually
able

students. Still
another

reason
w

hy
an

exam
ination

of
D

artm
outh's

fresh-
m

an
E

nglish
courses

should
have

m
ore

than
local

interest
is

that
the

particular
em

phasis
w

hich
distinguishes

these
courses

at
D

art-
m

outh
is

one
that

is
now

prom
inent

ina
w

ide
variety

of
colleges

and
universities

and
seem

s
likely

to
becom

e
increasingly

w
idespread

in
the

next
few

years.
T

hat
is,

the
D

artm
outh

freshm
an

E
nglish

pro-
gram

is
a

striking
exam

ple
of

that
particular

variety
that

is
centered

E
nglish

C
om

position
at

D
artm

outh
C

ollege
29

on
the

study
of

standard
literature,

w
ith

w
riting

assignm
ents

grow
-

ing
out

of
this

study;
an

exam
ination

of
the

D
artm

outh
courses

ought
therefore

to
shed

light
on

a
significant

philosophy
of

teaching
freshm

an
E

nglish,
as

w
ell

as
provide

an
opportunity

to
consider

problem
s

that
are

com
m

on
to

all
varieties

of
the

course.
Finally,

the
principles

of
good

w
riting,

and
m

ost
of

the
problem

s
that

one
m

ust
deal

w
ith

in
teaching

good
w

riting,
are

essentially
the

sam
e

no
m

atter
w

here
the

subject
is

taught.
T

he
job

of
teaching

com
posi-

tion
to

students
at

a
land-grant

university
and

the
job

of
teaching

it
to

students
at

D
artm

outh
C

ollege
have

m
ore

points
of

sim
ilarity

than
of

difference.
It

is
the

sam
e

E
nglish

language
that

is
being

put
to

use,
the

sam
e

rhetorical
principles,

the
sam

e
principles

of
orderly

thinking.

Since
1958

D
artm

outh
has

operated
on

a
term

instead
of

a
sem

es-
ter

plan,
w

ith
three

10-w
eek

term
s

occupying
the

usual
academ

ic
year.

T
he

freshm
an

E
nglish

requirem
ent

consists
of

tw
o

term
courses,

E
nglish

1
and

E
nglish

2.
B

y
action

of
the

faculty
several

years
ago,

25
per

cent
of

each
freshm

an
class

is
exem

pted
from

E
nglish

1
on

the
basis

of
test

scores
and

other
predictive

data
avail-

able
at

the
tim

e
of

adm
ission.

A
very

few
students

(so
far,

less
than

a
dozen

each
year)

are
exem

pted
from

both
courses

on
the

basis
either

of
A

dvanced
Placem

ent
credit

or
of

perform
ance

on
a

special
exam

ination
given

by
the

E
nglish

departm
ent

to
roughly

the
top

10
per

cent
of

each
freshm

an
class

just
before

the
fall

term
opens.

E
nglish

1,
w

hich
is

entitled
"L

iterature
and

C
om

position
for

Freshm
en,"

is
described

as
follow

s
in

the
C

ollege
catalog:

T
he

course
aim

s,
through

the
study

and
discussion

of
selec-

tions
from

Shakespeare
and

M
ilton,

to
increase

the
student's

capacity
for

enjoying
and

appreciating
great

literature.
It

also
aim

s
to

develop
clear

thinking
and

correct
and

clear
expression.

Frequent
them

es
are

required,
and

no
student

w
ill

receive
credit

for
the

course
until

he
has

dem
onstrated

his
ability

to
w

rite
satisfactorily.

N
otice

that
the

principal
objective

of
this

course
is

literary
appre-

ciation;
subsidiary

aim
s

are
"clear

thinking"
and

"correct
and

clear
expression."
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T

hem
es,

T
heories,

and
T

herapy
In

practice,
the

reading
in

this
course

consists
of

three
plays

of
Shakespeare,

usually
chosen

to
represent

a
variety

of
typescom

edy,
history,

tragedyand
M

ilton's
Paradise

L
ost.

A
typical

selection
of

plays
w

ould
be

K
ing

L
ear,

T
he

T
em

pest,
and

H
enry

IV
,

Part
I.

T
he

particular
plays

are
changed

frequently,
but

Paradise
L

ost
has

been
taught

in
freshm

an
E

nglish
at

D
artm

outh
for

m
any

years.
Som

e
teachers

find
tim

e
to

assign
and

discuss
the

entire
poem

;
others

perhaps
half

the
staff

cover
about

three-fourths
of

it.
N

orm
ally

seven
papers

(plus
an

hour
exam

)
are

required
in

E
nglish

1.
T

he
papers

average
700

or
800

w
ords

each.
T

he
policy

of
the

departm
ent

is
to

require
critical

and
analytical

essays
based

on
the

literature
being

studied,
though

the
policy

is
not

uniform
ly

follow
ed.

E
xam

ples
of

the
usual

kind
of

topic
w

ould
be

"T
he

R
ole

of
E

nobarbus
in

A
ntony

and
C

leopatra,"
"R

ichard
B

lack
Intelligencer,'

"
"W

ho
W

as
at

Fault:
A

dam
or

E
ve?"

Som
etim

es
topics

take
a

different
tw

ist,
w

hen
students

use
the

literature
as

a
springboard

for
general

philosophical
speculation:

"People
L

ike
It"

(an
essay

on
evil)

or
"Steps

of
H

onor"
(a

discussion
of

honor,
using

B
rutus

as
a

point
of

departure).
Som

e
teachers

habitually,
and

others
occasionally,

perm
it

inform
al

personal
essays

on
a

variety
of

topics:
"C

asting
for

Fresh
W

ater
B

ass,"
"T

he
B

earded
Parasite"

(strictures
on

beatniks),
"Is

the
A

m
erican

A
utom

obile
T

oo
L

arge?"
and

"H
as

C
ollege

Spirit
Faded?"

O
ccasionally,

narrative
or

descriptive
sketches

are
perm

itted;
rarely,

such
things

as
dram

atic
skits

or
letters

to
hypothetical

editors
and

congressm
en.

A
lthough

these
them

es
are

assigned
at

regular
intervals,

m
arked

by
the

teacher,
and

revised
by

the
student,

th
study

of
literature

dom
inates

the
course.

T
he

organization
of

E
nglish

1
is

determ
ined

not
by

linguistic
or

rhetorical
considerations

but
(loosely)

by
the

literary
w

orks
being

readthe
Shakespearean

plays
first,

w
ith

the
least

difficult
usually

beginning
the

course,
and

Paradise
L

ost
at

the
end.

D
epartm

ental
policy

specifies
that

several
class

hours
in

E
ng-

lish
1

be
designated

as
"com

position
m

eetings"
at

w
hich

w
riting

problem
s

w
ill

be
discussed,

but
the

rule
is

not
generally

follow
ed.

A
conventional

handbook
of

gram
m

ar,
rhetoric,

and
usage

is
one

of
the

required
texts,

though
it

is
used

only
for

reference.
B

ecause
classes

are
sm

all
(as

freshm
an

E
nglish

classes
go)

and
because

of
a

long
tradition

at
D

artm
outh

of
individual

instruction,
teachers

generally
have

at
least

one
conference

a
term

w
ith

each

E
nglish

C
om

position
at

D
artm

outh
C

ollege
31

student,
and

w
ith

m
any

they.
have

m
ore

than
one.

"Problem
"

students
som

etim
es

have
w

hat
am

ounts
alm

ost
to

a
tutorial

arrange-
m

ent.
In

these
conferences

the
m

ost
frequent

subject
of

discussion
is

the
student's

them
es

and
the

difficulties
that

are
apparent

in
them

.
In

so
far

as
w

riting
is

explicitly
taught

in
E

nglish
1,

it
is

taught
in

these
conferences.

E
nglish

2
is

a
strikingly

unusual
course

to
find

in
the

freshm
an

year.
C

alled
"Freshm

an
Sem

inar
in

E
nglish,"

it
is

described
as

follow
s

in
the

catalog:

T
he

course
is

designed
to

provide
the

student
the

m
axim

um
opportunity

for
responsible,

independent
study,

and
to

offer
him

experience
in

the
use

of
the

library.
E

ach
section

m
ay

be
di-

vided
into

tw
o

sem
inar

groups.
T

opics
for

study
are

chosen
by

the
instructor

(e.g.,
an

im
portant

figure
or

them
e

in
E

nglish
or

A
m

erican
literature,

representative
figures

of
a

period,
a

literary
genre,

or
a

m
ajor

w
ork).

T
he

sem
inars

m
eet

as
directed

by
the

instructor,
norm

ally
once

or
tw

ice
a

w
eek.

Short
papers

on
w

ork
in

progress
and

at
least

one
long

paper
are

required.
E

ach
instructor

gives
a

tw
o-hour

final
exam

ination.
Several

things
arc

w
orth

noting
in

this
description.

First,
the

aim
s

do
not

include
gaining

a
fam

iliarity
w

ith
a

particular
body

of
literature

studied
in

all
sections

of
the

course;
instead,

literature
is

specified
as

the
content,

but
the

choice
of

literature
is

up
to

the
instructor,

w
ho

has
only

general
criteria

to
guide

him
.

Second,
the

principal
objectives

are
to

introduce
the

student
to

independent
study

and
to

teach
him

how
to

use
the

library.
In

practice,
these

m
ean

instruction
in

the
technique

of
library

research.
T

hird,
it

is
notew

orthy
that,

unlike
E

nglish
1,

this
course

does
not

list
im

prove-
m

ent
of

w
riting

as
an

explicit
aim

,
though

from
the

fact
that

a
long

paper
and

several
short

ones
are

required
one

m
ay

assum
e

that
it

is
an

im
plicit

aim
.

(T
he

total
w

ordage
required

is
approxim

ately
the

sam
e

in
both

courses.)
Finally,

although
the

course
is

term
ed

a
sem

inar,
not

all
teachers

divide
their

classes
into

tw
o

sm
all

groups
of

eight
or

nine
students

each
and

run
the

groups
as

true
sem

inars.
Frequently

a
teacher

w
ill

keep
the

class
together

and
m

eet
it

four
tim

es
a

w
eek

just
as

he
w

ould
an

E
nglish

1
class.

T
he

particular
topic

chosen
by

the
instructor

for
study

in
his

section
of

E
nglish

2
m

ust
be

approved
by

the
Steering

C
om

m
ittee

for
Freshm

an.
E

nglish.
T

he
present

policy
of

the
com

m
ittee

is
to
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ke

 m
or

e 
pl

ea
su

re
 in

 s
pe

cu
la

tin
g 

ab
ou

t
th

e 
U

r-
H

am
le

t o
r 

di
sc

us
si

ng
 M

ilt
on

's
 p

ro
so

dy
 th

an
 in

 a
na

ly
zi

ng
an

ex
po

si
to

ry
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
its

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
or

 e
xp

la
in

in
g 

th
e

rh
et

or
ic

al
 e

ff
ec

t o
f 

ba
la

nc
ed

 s
en

te
nc

es
. I

n 
sp

ite
 o

f 
th

e
m

an
y 

ad
va

n-
ta

ge
s 

of
 u

si
ng

 li
te

ra
ry

 r
ea

di
ng

s 
in

 a
 f

re
sh

m
an

 c
om

po
si

tio
n 

co
ur

se
,

lit
er

at
ur

e 
of

te
n 

is
 li

ke
 th

e 
no

se
 o

f 
th

e 
ca

m
el

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
ed

ge
 o

f 
th

e
te

nt
: i

n 
no

 ti
m

e 
at

 a
ll 

th
e 

ca
m

el
 ta

ke
s 

ov
er

 th
e 

w
ho

le
 te

nt
.

T
ho

ug
h 

a 
fi

rs
t-

ra
te

 jo
b 

of
 te

ac
hi

ng
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 is
 b

ei
ng

 d
on

e 
in

 th
e

fr
es

hm
an

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
s 

at
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

, w
ri

tin
g 

is
 b

ei
ng

 ta
ug

ht
on

ly
 in

ci
de

nt
al

ly
. T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
cl

as
s 

di
sc

us
si

on
 o

f 
th

e 
rh

et
or

ic
al

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 o

r 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 o
f 

in
du

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
de

du
ct

iv
e 

re
as

on
in

g
th

at
 u

nd
er

lie
 th

e 
ki

nd
 o

f 
w

ri
tin

g 
(e

xp
os

ito
ry

) 
th

at
 th

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
su

pp
os

ed
ly

 b
ei

ng
 ta

ug
ht

 to
 m

as
te

r.
 N

o 
at

te
m

pt
 is

 m
ad

e 
in

 e
ith

er
co

ur
se

 to
 d

ed
uc

e 
th

es
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 in

 a
n 

or
de

rl
y 

w
ay

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
lit

er
a-

tu
re

 s
tu

di
ed

. T
he

 s
tu

dy
 o

f 
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
an

d 
th

e 
st

ud
y 

of
 li

te
ra

tu
re

ca
n 

pr
of

ita
bl

y 
be

 r
el

at
ed

 b
y 

sh
ow

in
g 

ho
w

 th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 o

f 
co

m
po

-
si

tio
n 

(t
ha

t i
s,

 o
f 

lo
gi

c,
 r

he
to

ri
c,

 a
nd

 E
ng

lis
h 

st
ru

ct
ur

e)
 a

re
 e

xe
m

-
pl

if
ie

d 
ih

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 li

te
ra

ry
 w

or
ks

. B
ut

 o
ne

 m
ay

 a
rg

ue
 th

at
 if

 th
es

e
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 a
re

 to
 a

ff
ec

t s
tu

de
nt

 w
ri

tin
g,

 th
ey

 o
ug

ht
 to

 b
e 

cl
ea

rl
y

id
en

tif
ie

d 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

re
le

va
nc

e 
to

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

 ta
sk

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

d.
.

T
he

 s
tu

de
nt

 m
us

t b
e 

ab
le

 to
 r

ec
og

ni
ze

 th
em

 a
nd

 m
us

t u
nd

er
st

an
d

th
em

 w
el

l e
no

ug
h 

so
 th

at
 h

e 
ca

n 
ge

ne
ra

liz
e 

fr
om

 th
em

. O
ne

 m
ay

ho
ne

st
ly

 d
ou

bt
 w

he
th

er
 it

 is
 e

no
ug

h 
to

 r
el

y 
on

 o
sm

os
is

, e
ve

n 
w

ith
su

pe
ri

or
 s

tu
de

nt
s.

T
w

o 
ad

di
tio

na
l c

ri
tic

is
m

s 
ca

n 
be

 d
ir

ec
te

d 
sp

ec
if

ic
al

ly
 to

w
ar

d
E

ng
lis

h 
1,

 th
e 

co
ur

se
 in

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
m

os
t d

ir
ec

t e
ff

or
t i

s 
m

ad
e 

to
te

ac
h 

st
ud

en
ts

 to
 w

ri
te

 b
et

te
r.

 T
he

 f
ir

st
 c

on
ce

rn
s 

th
e 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
re

ad
in

 th
is

 c
ou

rs
e,

 w
hi

ch
 r

ep
re

se
nt

s 
on

e 
ki

nd
 o

f 
ex

tr
em

e 
to

 w
hi

ch
 th

e

if
)

E
ng

lis
h 

C
om

po
si

tio
n 

at
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

 C
ol

le
ge
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lit
er

ar
y 

em
ph

as
is

 in
 f

re
sh

m
an

 E
ng

lis
h

co
ur

se
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

pu
sh

ed
. M

os
t

su
ch

 c
ou

rs
es

 th
at

us
e 

re
ad

in
gs

 f
ro

m
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
of

fe
r 

a
po

tp
ou

rr
i o

f 
w

or
ks

, u
su

al
ly

 o
rg

an
iz

ed
 b

y 
ge

nr
es

ho
rt

st
or

ie
s,

 ly
ri

c
an

d 
na

rr
at

iv
e 

ve
rs

e,
 s

ev
er

al
 p

la
ys

, a
 n

ov
el

 o
r 

tw
o.

 B
ut

 if
 o

ne
 w

er
e 

to
as

k 
E

ng
lis

h 
te

ac
he

rs
 w

ha
t a

ut
ho

rs
 th

ey
w

ou
ld

 m
os

t l
ik

e 
to

 te
ac

h,
gi

ve
n 

a 
be

tte
r 

w
or

ld
, w

ha
t

on
es

 w
ou

ld
 g

iv
e 

th
em

 th
e 

gr
ea

te
st

 s
at

is
-

fa
ct

io
n 

to
 d

is
cu

ss
 in

 th
e 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
,

Sh
ak

es
pe

ar
e 

an
d 

M
ilt

on
 w

ou
ld

su
re

ly
 b

e 
hi

gh
on

 th
e 

lis
t. 

Su
ch

 a
 c

ho
ic

e 
is

 u
nd

er
st

an
da

bl
e,

 f
or

w
e

ha
ve

 n
o 

gr
ea

te
r 

au
th

or
s 

th
an

 th
es

e,
no

ne
 th

at
 p

re
se

nt
 a

 g
re

at
er

 c
ha

l-
le

ng
e 

to
 th

e 
te

ac
he

r.
 B

ut
 it

 is
 p

er
tin

en
t

to
 a

sk
 w

he
th

er
 S

ha
ke

sp
ea

re
's

pl
ay

s 
an

d 
M

ilt
on

's
 e

pi
c,

 m
as

te
rw

or
ks

 th
ou

gh
th

ey
 a

re
, a

re
 e

nt
ir

el
y

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

to
 th

e 
ta

sk
 o

f 
te

ac
hi

ng
 e

xp
os

ito
ry

w
ri

tin
g 

to
 f

re
sh

m
en

.
In

 th
e 

fi
rs

t p
la

ce
, t

he
y

re
pr

es
en

t o
nl

y 
tw

o 
lit

er
ar

y 
fo

rm
s,

 d
ra

m
a 

an
d

ep
ic

, y
et

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t i

s 
ex

pe
ct

ed
to

 d
ev

el
op

 s
ki

)!
 in

 q
ui

te
 a

 d
if

fe
re

nt
ge

nr
e,

 th
e 

ex
po

si
to

ry
 o

r 
cr

iti
ca

l e
ss

ay
. S

ec
on

d,
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

pl
ay

s
an

d
Pa

ra
di

se
 L

os
t a

re
 in

 v
er

se
, w

he
re

as
 it

se
em

s 
re

as
on

ab
le

 to
 a

rg
ue

 th
at

th
e 

st
ud

en
t o

ug
ht

 to
 h

av
e

at
 le

as
t s

om
e 

pr
os

e 
m

od
el

s.
 T

hi
rd

, t
he

w
or

ks
 o

f 
bo

th
 S

ha
ke

sp
ea

re
 a

nd
 M

ilt
on

ar
e 

w
ri

tte
n 

in
 la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
,

ho
w

ev
er

 in
sp

ir
ed

, i
s 

ne
ve

rt
he

le
ss

th
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

 o
f

so
m

e 
th

re
e 

or
th

re
e 

an
d

a 
ha

lf
 c

en
tu

ri
es

 a
go

 a
nd

 th
er

ef
or

e 
in

so
m

e 
w

ay
s 

lim
ite

d
as

 a
 m

od
el

 f
or

 im
ita

tio
n.

T
hi

s 
is

 n
ot

 to
sa

y 
th

at
 w

or
ks

 b
y 

Sh
ak

es
pe

ar
e 

an
d 

M
ilt

on
sh

ou
ld

be
 b

an
ne

d 
fr

om
 f

re
sh

m
an

E
ng

lis
h.

 B
ut

 w
he

n 
th

e 
°F

ill
y

re
ad

in
g 

is
Sh

ak
es

pe
ar

e 
an

d 
M

ilt
on

 in
a 

co
ur

se
 th

at
 a

im
s 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 a

nd
 r

ef
in

e
a 

st
ud

en
t's

 c
om

m
an

d 
of

 e
xp

os
ito

ry
pr

os
e,

 o
r 

ev
en

 w
he

n 
th

e 
on

ly
re

ad
in

g 
is

 im
ag

in
at

iv
e 

lit
er

at
ur

e,
th

e 
jo

b 
of

 te
ac

hi
ng

 e
xp

os
ito

ry
w

ri
tin

g 
se

em
s 

to
 h

av
e 

be
en

m
ad

e 
co

ns
id

er
ab

ly
 h

ar
de

r 
th

an
it 

ne
ed

be
. I

t s
ee

m
s 

re
as

on
ab

le
to

 b
el

ie
ve

 th
at

 th
e 

w
ri

tin
g 

m
ig

ht
 b

e
m

or
e

ef
fe

ct
iv

el
y 

ta
ug

ht
 if

 th
e 

re
ad

in
g

w
er

e 
to

 in
cl

ud
e 

a 
ge

ne
ro

us
am

ou
nt

of
 f

ir
st

-r
at

e 
ex

po
si

to
ry

pr
os

e.
 O

ur
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 is
 r

ic
h 

w
ith

 p
os

si
bi

lit
ie

s:
M

ill
, E

m
er

so
n,

 A
rn

ol
d,

 T
ho

re
au

,
H

az
lit

t, 
Fo

rs
te

r,
to

 n
am

e 
on

ly
th

os
e 

w
ho

 f
ir

st
co

m
e 

to
 m

in
d.

T
he

 o
th

er
 c

ri
tic

is
m

 th
at

ca
n 

be
 m

ad
e 

of
 E

ng
lis

h 
1,

as
 th

e 
co

ur
se

in
 w

hi
ch

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

in
 w

ri
tin

g
is

 a
n 

ex
pl

ic
it 

ai
m

,
ca

n 
ne

ar
ly

 a
lw

ay
s

be
 m

ad
e 

of
 o

th
er

 f
re

sh
m

an
E

ng
lis

h 
co

ur
se

s 
th

at
 e

m
ph

as
iz

e
lit

er
at

ur
e.

It
 is

 th
at

 n
o 

di
re

ct
 e

ff
or

t i
s

m
ad

e 
in

 it
 to

 te
ac

h 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t
an

yt
hi

ng
ab

ou
t l

an
gu

ag
e 

in
 g

en
Pr

al
or

 th
e 

E
ng

lis
h 

la
ng

ua
ge

 in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

,
th

e
in

st
ru

m
en

t o
ve

r 
w

hi
ch

 h
e 

is
ex

pe
ct

ed
 to

 p
er

fe
ct

 h
is

 c
on

tr
ol

.
It

 is
im

pr
ob

ab
le

 th
at

 v
ir

tu
os

ity
 in

di
ag

ra
m

in
g 

se
nt

en
ce

s
or

 d
ra

w
in

g 
up
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T

he
m

es
, T

he
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

pa
ra

di
gm

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

ve
rb

s 
w

ill
m

ak
e 

an
yo

ne
a 

be
tte

r 
w

ri
te

r;
 e

x-
pe

ri
m

en
ts

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
la

st
 f

if
ty

ye
ar

s,
 in

 f
ac

t, 
ha

ve
 s

ug
ge

st
ed

 th
at

m
as

te
ry

 o
f 

su
ch

 s
ki

lls
 h

as
 n

o 
pe

rc
ep

tib
le

 e
ff

ec
t o

n 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 w

ri
te

w
ith

 f
lu

en
cy

,
co

rr
ec

tn
es

s,
 a

nd
 v

ig
or

. W
ha

t i
s 

be
in

g 
su

gg
es

te
d 

he
re

is
 n

ot
 ju

st
a 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
 "

w
or

kb
oo

k"
 g

ra
m

m
ar

th
e

ei
gh

t p
ar

ts
 o

f 
sp

ee
ch

, t
he

 f
ou

r
ki

nd
s 

of
 s

en
te

nc
es

, t
he

 th
re

e
ty

pe
s

of
 d

ep
en

de
nt

 c
la

us
es

th
ou

gh
a 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 th
is

 k
in

d 
of

 g
ra

m
m

ar
is

 b
et

te
r 

th
an

no
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 g
ra

m
m

ar
 a

t a
ll.

 N
or

 is
 it

 ju
st

a
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

of
 th

e 
ru

le
s 

fo
r

co
nv

en
tio

na
l c

or
re

ct
ne

ss
 th

at
 is

 b
ei

ng
re

co
m

m
en

de
dr

em
em

be
ri

ng
 to

 w
ri

te
 "

di
ff

er
en

t
fr

om
" 

in
st

ea
d 

of
"d

if
fe

re
nt

 th
an

,"
 to

 p
re

fe
r 

"t
he

re
as

on
 is

 th
at

" 
to

 "
th

e 
re

as
on

 is
be

ca
us

e,
" 

an
d 

to
 s

pl
it

an
 in

fi
ni

tiv
e 

on
ly

 in
 m

om
en

ts
 o

f 
cr

is
is

. C
or

-
re

cm
es

s 
in

 w
ri

tin
g 

is
 im

po
rt

an
t; 

in
de

ed
, i

t i
s

in
di

sp
en

sa
bl

e 
if

 o
ne

w
is

he
s 

to
 b

e 
th

ou
gh

t a
n 

ed
uc

at
ed

 p
er

so
n.

 B
ut

 it
 is

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
a 

su
pe

r-
.

fi
ci

al
 m

at
te

rl
an

gu
ag

e 
et

iq
ue

tte
,

go
od

 m
an

ne
rs

. I
t i

s
no

t t
o 

be
 c

on
-

fu
se

d 
w

ith
 a

 r
ou

nd
ed

 s
tu

dy
 o

f
la

ng
ua

ge
 in

 g
en

er
al

or
 o

f 
E

ng
lis

h,
th

ou
gh

 it
 is

 p
ar

t o
f 

su
ch

a 
st

ud
y.

T
he

 s
or

t o
f 

lin
gu

is
tic

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

be
in

g
su

gg
es

te
d 

m
ig

ht
 in

cl
ud

e
su

ch
 th

in
gs

 a
s 

th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f 
la

ng
ua

ge
, t

he
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

p-
m

en
t o

f 
E

ng
lis

h,
 th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 o
f 

E
ng

lis
h

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 th

e 
re

la
tio

n 
of

sp
ee

ch
 to

 w
ri

tin
g,

 th
e 

ba
se

s 
of

co
rr

ec
tn

es
s 

in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 T

he
 a

m
ou

nt
of

 th
is

 m
at

er
ia

l t
ha

t c
ou

ld
 b

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
in

 m
os

t f
re

sh
m

an
 c

ou
rs

es
 is

ob
vi

ou
sl

y 
lim

ite
d,

 b
ot

h 
by

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
by

 th
e 

pr
of

es
si

on
al

in
te

re
st

s 
of

m
os

t t
ea

ch
er

s.
 B

ut
 e

ve
n 

if
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

or
 tw

o 
of

 th
e 

to
pi

cs
 c

ou
ld

 b
e

st
ud

ie
d,

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
ga

in
ed

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 in
tr

in
si

c
va

lu
e 

ab
ou

t m
an

's
 g

re
at

es
t a

nd
m

os
t c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

 in
ve

nt
io

n;
 a

nd
,

to
 th

e 
ex

te
nt

 th
at

 h
e 

de
ve

lo
ps

 a
 f

ul
le

r
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 th

e 
na

tu
re

 o
f

la
ng

ua
ge

, o
f 

its
 r

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 li
m

ita
tio

ns
, i

t i
s 

po
ss

ib
le

th
at

 h
e 

m
ig

ht
ac

qu
ir

e 
a 

so
m

ew
ha

t f
ir

m
er

 a
nd

m
or

e 
di

sc
ri

m
in

at
in

g 
co

m
m

an
d 

of
th

e 
E

ng
lis

h 
to

ng
ue

. A
nd

 th
at

 is
 w

ha
t t

ra
in

in
g

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
co

m
po

si
-

tio
n 

is
 s

up
po

se
d 

to
 f

os
te

r.
IL

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ab

su
rd

 to
 p

re
te

nd
 th

at
so

m
e 

st
ud

y 
of

 la
ng

ua
ge

,
rh

et
or

ic
, a

nd
 lo

gi
c 

in
a 

co
ur

se
 th

at
 a

im
s 

at
 im

pr
ov

in
g 

th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

ab
ili

ty
 to

 w
ri

te
 g

oo
d 

ex
po

si
tio

n 
w

ou
ld

 w
or

k
m

ir
ac

le
s 

an
d 

tr
an

sf
or

m
ev

er
y 

fr
es

hm
an

 in
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 b
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ra
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 o
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w
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at
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 p
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 o
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m
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el

l a
s 

be
in

g
he

lp
fu

l i
n 

pl
ac

in
g 

he
r 

in
 ti

m
e

it 
w

as
 d
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 b
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 b
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 b
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 p
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 p
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in
gs

 th
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 m
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l m
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 d
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 d
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 b
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 c
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l m
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 d
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 d
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 c
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ng
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h 
te
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an
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in

 p
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va
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m
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 b
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n 
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r
it 

w
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 h
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e
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 d
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w
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e 
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ra
l l
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-
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a 
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ra
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w
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ng
m
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e 
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d 
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e
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m
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g 
ra
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l a
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, o
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en
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e

w
ho
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d 

be
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ed

. H
al

f
a 

do
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n 
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 m
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e 
go

od
te

xt
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s
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e 
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w
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va

ila
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e
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E

ng
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h
m
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gr

ad
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ra
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 c
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up
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 c
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m
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ol
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an
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 c
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le

ge
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an
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h 
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 f
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l h
an
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t f
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 in
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gh

te
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 c

en
tu

ry
, w
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th
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si
ng

 f
lu
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ity
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f 

so
ci

al
 c
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es
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at

ed
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 d
em

an
d 

fo
r 
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ua
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at

w
ou
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 e

na
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e 
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op
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 n
ew
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 r
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 a
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ig

he
r 

so
ci

al
 le

ve
l t
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ac

qu
ir

e
ne

w
 h
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its

 o
f 
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s 
an

d 
ac

cu
st

om
 th

em
se

lv
es
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 n
ew

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
of

liv
in

g.
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oo
ks
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at
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en

 a
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ea
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ow
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n
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 is
 o
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 o

f 
th

e 
be

st
 k

no
w

n)
 w

er
e 

w
ri

tte
n

by
 m

en
 w

ho
 h

ad
 li

ttl
e 

if
 a

ny
 .I

cn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 th
e 

e_
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ie
r 

hi
st

or
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of
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e
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ng
ua

ge
, w

ho
 w

er
e 

no
t a

nd
 in

de
ed

 c
ou

ld
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

be
en

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
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be
 s

ch
ol

ar
s 

of
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ng
ua

ge
 in

 th
e 

m
od

er
n 

se
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e.
 T

he
 s

er
io

us
 s

tu
dy

 o
f

th
e 

ve
rn

ac
ul

ar
 h

ad
 n

ot
 b

ee
n 

cu
st

om
ar

y;
 s

uc
h 

at
te

nt
io

n 
ha

d 
be

en
re

se
rv

ed
 f

or
 L

at
in

, a
s 

th
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

 o
f 

sc
ho

la
rs

hi
p.

 W
he

n 
th

es
e

au
th

or
s 

to
ok

 u
p 

th
e 

ta
sk

 o
f 

w
ri

tin
g 

gr
am

m
ar

s 
of

 E
ng

lis
h,

 n
ot

su
rp

ri
si

ng
ly

 th
ey

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 L
at

in
 f

or
 a

 m
od

el
, t

he
 m

os
t p

er
fe

ct
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

ey
 k

ne
w

 a
nd

 th
e 

on
e 

th
at

 e
nj

oy
ed

 th
e 

hi
gh

es
t e

st
ee

m
 in

le
ar

ne
d 

ci
rc

le
s.

 N
ot

in
g 

th
e 

hi
gh

 d
eg

re
e 

of
 in

fl
ec

tio
n 

in
 L

at
in

 a
nd

co
nt

ra
st

in
g 

th
is

 w
ith

 th
e 

fe
w

 s
ur

vi
vi

ng
 in

fl
ec

tio
ns

 in
 E

ng
lis

h,
 th

ey
co

nc
lu

de
d 

th
at

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
as

 s
uf

fe
ri

ng
 d

ec
ay

 a
nd

 r
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ol
ve

d 
to

 a
rr

es
t

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s.

 T
he

y 
ch

er
is

he
d 

ev
er

y 
ir

re
gu

la
r 

ve
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 a
nd

 a
ll 

in
fl

ec
te

d
fo

rm
s 

of
 n

ou
ns

, p
ro

no
un

s,
 a

nd
 a

dj
ec

tiv
es

; s
po

ke
 o

f 
no

m
in

at
iv

e
ab

so
lu

te
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
no

ne
xi

st
en

t d
at

iv
e 

an
d 

vo
ca

tiv
e

ca
se

s 
in

 E
ng

lis
h;

 f
ro

w
ne

d 
on

 te
rm

in
al

 p
re

po
si

tio
ns

 a
nd

 s
tr

ov
e 

to
pu

m
p 

ne
w

 li
fe

 in
to

 a
 m

or
ib

un
d 

su
bj

un
ct

iv
e 

m
od

ei
n 

sh
or

t, 
di

d 
al

l
th

ey
 c

ou
ld

 to
 f

or
ce

 th
e 

gr
am

m
ar

 o
f 

E
ng

lis
h 

in
to

 th
e 

m
ol

d 
of

 L
at

in
gr

am
m

ar
. A

nd
, s

in
ce

 th
e 

pe
op

le
 f

or
 w

ho
m

 th
es

e 
bo

ok
s 

w
er

e 
be

in
g

w
ri

tte
n 

hu
ng

er
ed

 f
or

 c
er

ta
in

ty
, t

he
 b

oo
ks

 w
er

e 
do

gm
at

ic
, p

re
-

sc
ri

pt
iv

e,
 m

ak
in

g 
lit

tle
 p

re
te

ns
e 

of
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
th

e 
la

ng
ua

ge
 a

s 
it 

w
as

bu
t i

ns
te

ad
 la

yi
ng

 d
ow

n 
a 

pl
an

 f
or

 th
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

 a
s 

th
es

e 
se

lf
-

ap
po

in
te

d 
au

th
or

iti
es

 th
ou

gh
t i

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
. I

n 
th

ei
r 

vi
ew

, E
ng

lis
h

gr
am

m
ar

 a
s 

it 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

w
ou

ld
 r

es
em

bl
e 

L
at

in
 g

ra
m

m
ar

 a
s 

m
uc

h 
as

po
ss

ib
le

. I
t i

s 
su

bs
ta

nt
ia

lly
 th

is
 g

ra
m

m
ar

 a
nd

 th
is

 v
ie

w
 o

f 
la

ng
ua

ge
th

at
 h

av
e 

do
m

in
at

ed
 s

ch
oo

l i
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
fo

r 
th

e 
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st
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00
ye

ar
s.

 M
os

t c
ur

re
nt

bo
ok
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 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 in
 th

e 
lo

w
er

 s
ch

oo
ls

, a
re

in
 th

is
 tr

ad
iti

on
a 

tr
ad

iti
on

: t
ha

t h
as

 n
o 

de
fe

nd
er

's
 to

da
y 
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on

g

T
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n 
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n 
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h
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f 
th
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ge
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th
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y
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s.
T

he
re
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 o
ve
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ap
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n 
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ct
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am

m
ar

 a
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e

tr
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iti
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ra
m

m
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 o
f 
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e 

sc
ho

ol
bo

ok
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 th
ey
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e 

no
t t

ot
al

ly
 d

if
fe

r-
en

t s
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te
m

s.
 B

ot
h 

de
al

 w
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 in
fl

ec
tio

ns
,

w
ith

 p
ar
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 o

f 
sp

ee
ch

 (
or

"f
or

m
 c

la
ss

es
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, w
ith

ph
ra

sa
l a

nd
 c

la
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al
st

ru
ct

ur
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, w
ith
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f
se

nt
en

ce
s.

 T
he

 v
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y 
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al
 d

if
fe
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es
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n 
th

em
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is
e 
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-
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lly
 d

if
fe
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nt

 p
re

m
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es
an

d 
m

et
ho

do
lo

gi
es

.
St

ru
ct
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al

 li
ng
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st
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co
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in

g 
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el
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n
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 o

f 
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g
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nt
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 d
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ng
 a
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s 
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el
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te
ly

as
 p
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e 
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at
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d
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s 

w
hi
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e
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e 
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tr
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e 

st
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ur

e 
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f 
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n-
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ag
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 1

 I
t b
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ut
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 b
e 

a 
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e.
A

s 
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sc
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e,
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ou

nd
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 c
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de

r 
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e 
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en
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of
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 b
e 

fu
lly

 a
nd
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ec
tiv
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y
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co

rd
ed
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nd

 c
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ss
if

ie
d,

th
en

ge
ne
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liz

ed
 f

ro
m

. W
ith

th
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 in
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w

, t
he

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 li

ng
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st
re

ga
rd

s 
th

e 
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ok
en

 la
ng

ua
ge
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 p

ri
m

ar
y 

fo
r 
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o

re
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on
s:

 S
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ke
n

la
ng

ua
ge

 is
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e 
la

ng
ua

ge
,

an
d 

w
ri

tin
g 

is
a 

m
ea
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 o

f 
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rd

in
g 

it;
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ly
 in
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e 
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ok

en
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ng
ua

ge
 c

an
 th

e 
lin

gu
is

t f
in

d 
al

l t
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 d
ev

ic
es

th
at

 c
on

ve
y 

m
ea

ni
ng
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h,
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r 
ex
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pl

e,
or

 s
tr

es
s 
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 p

au
se

, w
hi

ch
in

 th
e 

w
ri

tte
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

ar
e 

in
ad

eq
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te
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 s
ug

ge
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ed
 b

y
pu
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tu
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io

n
m
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ks

 a
nd

 s
uc

h
ty

po
gr

ap
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l d

ev
ic

es
as
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ic
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 T
hi

s 
do
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 n

ot
m

ea
n

th
at

 th
e 

st
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ct
ur

al
lin

gu
is

t d
is

pa
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ge
s 
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e

w
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tte
n 

fo
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f 

la
ng

ua
ge

.
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e 
al
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 o

f 
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e 
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nt
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 d
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ua
ge
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sc
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 b
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e 
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pt
io

ns
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 p
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m
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 H

e
w
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or
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e 
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s
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l b
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m
m
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w
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l
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al
ly

 e
nc

ou
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ed
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 c
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is
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fe
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 c
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d
up
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 to
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l e
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s
or
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ill

ow
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oo
d
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 b
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d 
no

t c
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cl
ud

e
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e 
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is
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 d
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e 

w
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l
of
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ng
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t
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y 
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ge
 "

an
yt
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ng
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 H
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s 
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e
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ng
ua

ge
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e 
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uc
at
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 w
el
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s 
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e 
of
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e 
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 e
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te

d,
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ca
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e 
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th
va

ri
et

ie
s 
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e 

E
ng
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th
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 th
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nn
ot

 b
e 

bl
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in

 h
e
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f
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Y

or
k:

 T
he

 R
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s
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 c

la
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ng
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ng
ua

ge
 d
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e
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ct
ur

al
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ui

st
 tr
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y

ot
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r 
sc

ie
nt

is
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th
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m
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e 
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a 
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la
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e 
an

d
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e 
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s
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 d
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l d
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ng
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 c
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 r
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h
de
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f 
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m
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t
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 p

ra
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al
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 b
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ab

le
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ta
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:
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e 

ca
n 
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n 
ar
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m

en
t a
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ut

th
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r 
tr

ut
h

or
 f
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 m
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t e
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 b

y 
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m
pl

y 
st
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ng
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r 

fe
et

. I
t m

ay
 b

e 
tr

ue
 th
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 s

en
te

nc
es

 a
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s 

of
 w
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ds

ex
pr

es
s-

in
g 

co
m

pl
et

e 
th

ou
gh

ts
,
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 it

 m
ay

 b
e 

tr
ue

 th
at

 a
ng

el
s 

ar
e 

in
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rp
or
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l

be
in
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, b

ut
 s

uc
h

st
at

em
en

ts
 c

an
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e 
pu
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ue
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 th
e 

co
rr

ec
t

an
sw

er
, h

e 
is

 to
ld

"I
ve

s,
 o

p.
 c

it.
, p

. 1
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T
ha

ne
s,

 T
he

or
ie

s,
 a

nd
 T

he
w

;

th
at

 h
e 

is
 r

ig
ht

 a
nd

 h
e 

is
gi

ve
n 

an
ot

he
r 

pi
ec

e 
of

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 a
no

th
er

qu
es

tio
n,

 a
nd

 a
no

th
er

 c
ho

ic
e 

of
 a

ns
w

er
s 

ea
ch

 w
ith

 a
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g

pa
ge

nu
m

be
r.

 I
f 

th
e 

st
ud

en
t c

ho
os

es
 th

e
w

ro
ng

 a
ns

w
er

, h
e 

is
re

fe
rr

ed
 to

 a
pa

ge
 o

n
w

hi
ch

 h
e 

is
 to

ld
 h

e 
is

w
ro

ng
an

d 
on

 w
hi

ch
 th

e
re

le
va

nt
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
is

 c
la

ri
fi

ed
 f

or
 h

im
.

T
w

o 
of

 th
e

re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

 o
f 

pr
og

ra
m

m
ed

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

ar
e 

m
et

 b
y

al
l t

ea
ch

in
g 

m
ac

hi
ne

s 
an

d 
al

l
pr

og
ra

m
m

ed
 b

oo
ks

. F
ir

st
, u

nl
ik

e 
th

e
te

le
vi

si
on

 c
la

ss
 o

r 
th

e 
le

ct
ur

e,
pr

og
ra

m
s 

re
qu

ir
e

th
e 

ac
tiv

e 
pa

rt
ic

i-
pa

tio
n 

of
 e

ac
h 

st
ud

en
t a

t
ev

er
y 

st
ep

.
It

 is
 im

po
ss

ib
le

 f
or

 a
 s

tu
de

nt
to

 w
or

k 
th

ro
ug

h 
a

pr
og

ra
m

 p
as

si
ve

ly
. U

nl
ik

e 
ev

en
 a

 s
m

al
l c

la
ss

si
tu

at
io

n,
 in

 a
 p

ro
gr

am
m

ed
 p

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

th
e 

in
st

ru
ct

or
 k

no
w

s 
w

ha
t

an
sw

er
 e

ve
ry

 s
tu

de
nt

 w
ou

ld
 g

iv
e 

to
ev

er
y 

qu
es

tio
n,

 n
ot

 ju
st

 th
e

an
sw

er
s 

of
 th

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 c

al
le

d 
on

 in
 c

la
ss

. S
ec

on
d,

 a
nd

 m
or

e 
ce

nt
ra

l
to

 th
e 

th
eo

re
tic

al
 b

as
is

 o
f 

pr
og

ra
m

m
in

g,
 is

 th
e 

im
m

ed
ia

te
kn

ow
le

dg
e

th
at

 a
 s

tu
de

nt
 h

as
 o

f 
w

he
th

er
 h

is
re

sp
on

se
s 

w
er

e 
ri

gh
t.

T
he

 th
eo

ry
 th

at
 u

nd
er

lie
s

pr
og

ra
m

m
ed

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

is
 th

at
 w

he
n

an
 o

rg
an

is
m

 a
ct

s 
so

 a
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 a
bo

ut
an

y 
ch

an
ge

in
 it

s 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t,
th

at
 c

ha
ng

e 
in

 tu
rn

 a
ff

ec
ts

 th
e

or
ga

ni
sm

. A
ll 

ot
he

r 
th

in
gs

 b
ei

ng
eq

ua
l, 

if
 th

e 
ch

an
ge

 m
ad

e 
on

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t s

at
is

fi
es

 a
 n

ee
d 

of
 th

e
or

ga
ni

sm
, t

he
 f

ac
t o

f 
th

e 
sa

tis
fa

ct
io

n 
in

cr
ea

se
s 

th
e 

lik
el

ih
oo

d 
th

at
th

e 
be

ha
vi

or
 th

at
pr

od
uc

ed
 it

 w
ill

 r
ec

ur
. M

uc
h 

of
 S

ki
nn

er
's

 w
or

k
ha

s 
be

en
 d

on
e 

on
 a

ni
m

al
s 

th
at

ar
e 

ke
pt

 b
el

ow
 th

ei
r 

bo
dy

 w
ei

gh
t,

w
hi

ch
 m

ea
ns

 th
at

 f
oo

d 
ac

ts
as

 a
 p

ot
en

t "
re

in
fo

rc
er

" 
of

 th
e 

be
ha

vi
or

th
at

 th
e

ex
pe

ri
m

en
te

r 
w

an
ts

 th
e 

or
ga

ni
sm

 to
 p

ro
du

ce
. I

n 
ca

re
fu

lly
co

nt
ro

lle
d 

ex
pe

ri
m

en
ts

 S
ki

nn
er

 a
nd

 o
th

er
s 

ha
ve

 f
ou

nd
 th

at
 th

e
so

on
er

 r
ei

nf
or

ce
m

en
t f

ol
lo

w
s 

th
e 

de
si

re
d 

be
ha

vi
or

, t
he

 m
or

e 
ra

pi
dl

y
an

 o
rg

an
is

m
 w

ill
 le

ar
n 

an
d 

th
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

it 
is

 th
at

 th
at

 b
eh

av
io

r
w

ill
 b

e 
pr

od
uc

ed
ag

ai
n.

U
nd

er
 le

ss
 r

ig
or

ou
s 

co
nd

iti
on

s,
pa

re
nt

s,
 te

ac
he

rs
,

an
d

pe
t-

ow
ne

rs
us

e 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

te
ch

ni
qu

es
, o

ff
er

in
g 

re
w

ar
ds

 to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 th
e 

be
ha

vi
or

th
ey

 w
an

t f
ro

m
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 s
tu

de
nt

s,
 a

nd
 d

al
m

at
ia

ni
. S

in
ce

 a
pr

o-
gr

am
m

er
 c

an
no

t
re

du
ce

 h
is

 s
tu

de
nt

 to
 8

0
pe

r 
ce

nt
of

 n
or

m
al

 b
od

y
w

ei
gh

t a
nd

 f
ee

d 
hi

m
 w

he
n 

an
 it

em
 is

 a
ns

w
er

ed
 c

or
re

ct
ly

, h
e 

m
us

t
re

ly
 b

n 
ot

he
r 

ki
nd

s 
of

 r
ew

ar
ds

 to
 r

ei
nf

or
ce

 th
e 

be
ha

vi
or

 h
e 

w
an

ts
.

Sk
in

ne
r's

 a
ss

um
pt

io
n 

is
 th

at
 in

 o
ur

 c
ul

tu
re

"b
ei

ng
 r

ig
ht

,"
 a

nd
 k

no
w

-
in

g 
th

at
 o

ne
 is

 r
ig

ht
, i

s 
re

in
fo

rc
in

g.
It

; i
s 

ea
sy

 to
 m

ee
t t

he
se

 f
ir

st
 tw

o 
re

qu
ir

em
en

ts
 o

f 
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g:

ha
vi

ng
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

m
ak

e 
ov

er
t

re
sp

on
se

s
an

d 
le

tti
ng

 th
em

 k
no

w
 a

t
on

ce
 w

he
th

er
 th

ei
r 

re
sp

on
se

s 
ar

e 
co

rr
ec

t o
r 

no
t. 

It
 is

 th
e 

ot
he

r

re
nd

s 
in

 tr
es

nu
n 

E
ng

lis
h
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re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

 th
at

pr
es

en
t o

bs
ta

cl
es

, s
om

e 
of

 w
hi

ch
m

ay
 p

ro
ve

in
su

rm
ou

nt
ab

le
 in

 th
e

te
ac

hi
ng

 o
f 

ce
rt

ai
n 

su
bj

ec
ts

. F
or

a 
pr

og
ra

m
to

 s
uc

ce
ed

, t
he

pr
og

ra
m

m
er

 m
us

t f
ir

st
 s

pe
ci

fy
pr

ec
is

el
y 

th
e 

be
-

ha
vi

or
 h

e
w

an
ts

. H
av

in
g

sp
ec

if
ie

d 
th

at
 b

eh
av

io
r

ex
ac

tly
, h

e 
m

us
t

w
or

k 
ou

t
a 

ri
go

ro
us

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 m

at
er

ia
l t

ha
t w

ill
en

ab
le

 th
e

le
ar

ne
r 

to
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

e 
ac

tiv
el

y 
at

ev
er

y 
st

ep
. T

he
 s

te
ps

 o
f 

th
e

pr
o-

gr
am

, o
ft

en
 m

an
y 

th
ou

sa
nd

s,
m

us
t b

e 
so

 d
ev

is
ed

 th
at

 th
e

st
ud

en
t i

s
ri

gh
t a

lm
os

t a
ll 

of
 th

e 
tim

e
(s

in
ce

 it
 is

 a
ss

um
ed

 th
at

be
in

g 
ri

gh
t i

s
re

in
fo

rc
in

g)
. T

he
y 

m
us

t a
ls

o
pr

og
re

ss
 in

 a
 c

om
pl

et
el

y
lo

gi
ca

l
se

qu
en

ce
 in

 v
er

y 
sm

al
l s

te
ps

 to
 le

ad
 th

e 
st

ud
en

t i
nd

uc
tiv

el
y 

fr
om

 th
e

si
m

pl
e 

sk
ill

s 
an

d
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

th
at

 h
e

al
re

ad
y 

ha
s 

to
 th

e
co

m
pl

ex
sk

ill
s 

an
d

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
th

at
 th

e
pr

og
ra

m
m

er
 h

as
 s

et
 a

s 
th

e 
go

al
 o

f
th

e
pr

og
ra

m
.

B
ec

au
se

ga
dg

et
ry

 is
 e

as
ie

r 
to

pr
od

uc
e 

th
an

 in
te

lli
ge

nt
te

ac
hi

ng
pr

og
ra

m
s,

 p
er

ha
ps

 a
s

m
an

y 
as

 2
00

 te
ac

hi
ng

 m
ac

hi
ne

s 
of

on
e 

ki
nd

 o
r

an
ot

he
r 

ar
e

no
w

 o
n 

th
e 

m
ar

ke
t, 

w
he

re
as

co
ur

se
s 

of
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n 
to

 b
e

us
ed

 in
 th

es
e

m
ac

hi
ne

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n

m
uc

h 
sl

ow
er

to
ap

pe
ar

 a
nd

 g
oo

d
pr

og
ra

m
s 

ev
en

 s
lo

w
er

. P
ro

gr
am

s
ha

ve
, h

ow
ev

er
, b

ee
n

pr
ep

ar
ed

 in
su

bj
ec

ts
 a

s 
di

ve
rs

e 
as

in
tr

od
uc

to
ry

 p
sy

ch
ol

og
y,

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l p

hy
si

cs
,

pa
rt

s 
of

 e
le

m
en

ta
ry

 f
or

ei
gn

la
ng

ua
ge

, s
ta

tis
tic

s,
 s

ch
oo

l
m

at
he

m
at

ic
s,

lo
gi

c,
 h

is
to

lo
gy

, a
nd

lin
gu

is
tic

s.
Su

pp
or

te
d 

by
gr

an
ts

 f
ro

m
 f

ou
nd

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 b

ra
nc

he
s 

of
th

e 
Fe

de
ra

l
go

ve
rn

m
en

t, 
so

m
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

an
d

co
lle

ge
s 

ar
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

gi
ve

 a
 g

re
at

de
al

 o
f 

at
te

nt
io

n
to

 p
re

pa
ri

ng
pr

og
ra

m
s.

 T
ex

tb
oo

k 
pu

bl
is

he
rs

 to
o

ha
ve

 b
ec

om
e 

ex
ci

te
d

ab
ou

t t
he

po
ss

ib
ili

tie
s 

of
 "

au
to

m
at

ed
 in

st
ru

c-
tio

n,
" 

an
d

ne
ar

ly
 e

ve
ry

 im
po

rt
an

t h
ou

se
ap

pe
ar

s 
to

 h
av

e 
te

am
s 

of
pe

op
le

 b
us

y 
w

ri
tin

g
pr

og
ra

m
s.

 S
om

e 
of

 th
is

 a
ct

iv
ity

 is
be

in
g 

di
re

ct
ed

to
w

ar
d

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
E

ng
lis

h 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

.
Sp

el
lin

g 
so

 f
ar

 is
 r

ec
ei

v-
in

g 
th

e 
m

os
t a

tte
nt

io
n,

th
ou

gh
pr

og
ra

m
s 

al
so

 e
xi

st
 o

r 
ar

e 
be

in
g

pr
ep

ar
ed

 f
or

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y

bu
ild

in
g 

(j
un

io
r 

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l

le
ve

l)
, e

le
-

m
en

ta
ry

 r
ea

di
ng

,
gr

am
m

ar
 o

f 
va

ri
ou

s 
ki

nd
s,

 a
nd

po
et

ry
. S

ev
er

al
un

iv
er

si
tie

s 
ha

ve
 le

t i
t b

e
kn

ow
n 

th
at

th
ey

 a
re

 "
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g

re
-

m
ed

ia
l

E
ng

lis
h 

co
m

po
si

tio
n,

" 
bu

t
on

 e
xa

m
in

at
io

n 
it 

tu
rn

s
ou

t t
ha

t
th

ey
 a

re
 s

el
do

m
at

te
m

pt
in

g 
an

yt
hi

ng
 s

o 
am

bi
tio

us
. O

ne
su

ch
pr

oj
ec

t
ha

s
si

m
pl

y 
be

en
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

tr
ad

iti
on

al
 w

or
kb

oo
k

gr
am

m
ar

 a
nd

us
ag

ee
le

m
en

ta
ry

 e
xe

rc
is

es
on

 a
po

st
ro

ph
es

,
ag

re
em

en
t, 

pr
on

ou
n

re
fe

re
nc

e,
 a

nd
 s

im
ila

r
m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l m
at

te
rs

. T
hi

s
is

 n
ot

 th
e

sa
m

e 
th

in
g

as
"p

ro
gr

am
m

in
g 

E
ng

lis
h

co
m

po
si

tio
n,

" 
re

m
ed

ia
l

or
 o

th
er

w
is

e.
A

no
th

er
 is

at
te

m
pt

in
g 

to
pr

og
ra

m
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

so
rt

 o
f 

m
at

er
ia

l b
ut

 is
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T

he
m

es
, T

he
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

us
in

g 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
te

rm
in

ol
og

y
an

d 
as

su
m

pt
io

ns
 o

f 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

 li
n-

gu
is

tic
s,

 a
s 

fa
r 

as
 th

es
e 

ap
pl

y 
to

 th
e

lim
ite

d 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

in
 m

in
d,

 w
hi

ch
is

 s
im

pl
y 

to
 e

na
bl

e 
re

m
ed

ia
l s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 p

as
s 

a 
st

an
da

rd
 o

bj
ec

tiv
e

te
st

 in
 g

ra
m

m
ar

, u
sa

ge
, a

nd
 m

ec
ha

ni
cs

.
A

t a
 r

ec
en

t c
on

ve
nt

io
n 

of
 c

ol
le

ge
 E

ng
lis

h 
te

ac
he

rs
, o

ne
 y

ou
ng

m
an

 r
ep

or
te

d 
th

at
 h

e 
ha

s 
be

en
 "

pr
og

ra
m

m
in

g
rh

et
or

ic
."

 A
 g

la
nc

e
at

 th
e 

ha
nd

ou
t h

e 
ha

d 
br

ou
gh

t w
ith

 h
im

 p
ro

ve
d 

th
at

he
 w

as
 in

de
ed

pr
og

ra
m

m
in

g 
rh

et
or

ic
 b

ut
 n

ot
in

 a
w

ay
th

at
 w

ill
pr

ov
e 

w
id

el
y

us
ef

ul
 in

 te
ac

hi
ng

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
m

po
si

tio
n:

 h
e 

ha
d 

pr
ep

ar
ed

 a
 li

st
 o

f
tw

en
ty

-n
in

e 
fi

gu
re

s 
of

 s
pe

ec
h,

 f
ro

m
 a

na
ph

or
a 

to
 h

yp
er

ba
to

n 
to

pr
os

op
op

oe
ia

, a
nd

 w
as

 d
ri

lli
ng

st
ud

en
ts

 in
 th

ei
r 

sp
el

lin
g,

 d
er

iv
at

io
n,

an
d 

de
fi

ni
tio

n.
 T

he
 U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 O
ff

ic
e 

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

is
 s

up
po

rt
in

g
se

ve
ra

l p
ro

je
ct

s 
th

at
 a

re
 a

tte
m

pt
in

g 
to

 p
ro

gr
am

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

dr
aw

n
fr

om
 s

tr
uc

tu
ra

l o
r 

tr
an

sf
or

m
at

io
na

l l
in

gu
is

tic
s,

 b
ut

 im
pr

ov
em

en
t i

n
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
sk

ill
 is

 n
ot

 a
n 

ov
er

t
ai

m
 o

f 
th

es
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

. O
ne

 "
pr

o-
gr

am
m

ed
 te

xt
bo

ok
" 

in
te

nd
ed

 f
or

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
m

po
si

tio
n 

co
ur

se
s

ha
s

be
en

 o
n 

th
e 

m
ar

ke
t f

or
 s

ev
er

al
 y

ea
rs

 a
nd

 h
as

 a
lr

ea
dy

 u
nd

er
go

ne
on

e 
re

vi
si

on
. I

t i
s 

no
t r

ea
lly

 a
 te

xt
bo

ok
 o

n 
co

m
po

si
tio

n,
 h

ow
ev

er
,

bu
t o

ne
 o

n 
ol

d-
fa

sh
io

ne
d 

sc
ho

ol
 g

ra
m

m
ar

 a
nd

 p
un

ct
ua

tio
na

 m
uc

h
na

rr
ow

er
 m

at
te

r.
So

 f
ar

, s
pe

lli
ng

 is
 th

e 
on

ly
 a

sp
ec

t o
f 

co
m

po
si

tio
n 

te
ac

hi
ng

 w
he

re
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

ha
s 

ap
pe

ar
ed

 to
be

 c
le

ar
ly

 s
up

er
io

r 
to

 p
re

se
nt

 m
et

ho
ds

of
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n,
 a

nd
 th

e 
ev

id
en

ce
 e

ve
n 

he
re

 is
 s

til
l f

ar
 f

ro
m

 c
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ro
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 b
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E
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at
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 c
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 c
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tio
ne
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 f
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m
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d
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 b
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a 
re
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at
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h 
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ng

lis
h 

cu
rr
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sc
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f 
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ng
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m
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 d
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h 
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m
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r 
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ur
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 f
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 p
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 m
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 b
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 b
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 f
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 d
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 b

ut
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h 
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 th

e
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la
tio
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at
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t A

m
er
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 d
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t b
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 p
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e 
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w

or
th
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 b
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t d
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 p
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 b
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 f
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 p
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 b
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 c

la
ss

ro
om

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

in
 la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 te

ac
h

on
ly

 li
te

ra
tu

re
,

bu
t t

hi
s 

pl
an

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
its

 d
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at
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 o
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 c
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t c
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 c
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t m
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 c
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 s
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 f
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t c
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 b
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 p
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pr
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 d
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 b
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at
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 r
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at
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 d
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 c
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 p
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m
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 b
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re
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 b
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 c
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 b
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 d
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m
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y 
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 f
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 c
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 m
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e 
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f
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 b
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 c
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t c
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, m
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t f
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l r
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at
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 d
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 f
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 o
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t b
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r 
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e 

th
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 c
ol
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 d
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 d
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 c
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 m
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at
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 c
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, c
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 c

om
po

si
tio

n 
ju

st
 a

s 
so

on
as

 a
 m

aj
or

ity
 o

f 
en

te
ri

ng
 f

re
sh

m
en

 s
ho

w
 th
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 c
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 c
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. B

ut
, a

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
m

en
tio

ne
d

la
te

r,
 th

e 
di

ff
ic

ul
ty

 th
at

 th
e 

D
ar

tm
ou

th
 c

lin
ic

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

 in
 g

et
-

tin
g 

th
e 

fa
cu

lty
 to

 id
en

tif
y 

po
or

 w
ri

te
rs

 a
nd

 r
eq

ui
re

 th
em

 to
 s

ee
k

he
lp

 is
 b

y 
no

 m
ea

ns
 u

ni
qu

e.

A
t t

hi
s 

po
in

t i
t w

ill
 b

e 
us

ef
ul

 to
 s

um
m

ar
iz

e 
th

e 
st

at
e 

of
 s

tu
de

nt

T
he

 W
ri

tin
g 

of
 C

ol
le

ge
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

A
ft

er
 th
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w
ri

tin
g 

at
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

 f
or

 th
e 

lig
ht

 it
 m

ay
 th

ro
w

 o
n 

th
e 

co
m

pa
ra

bl
e

si
tu

at
io

n 
at

 o
th

er
 c

ol
le

ge
s.

 I
n 

sp
ite

 o
f 

th
e 

pr
ev

ai
lin

g 
em

ph
as

is
on

lit
er

at
ur

e 
in

 th
e 

fr
es

hm
an

 E
ng

lis
h 

co
ur

se
s 

at
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

, t
he

su
pe

r-
vi

se
d 

pr
ac

tic
e 

in
 w

ri
tin

g 
in

 th
es

e 
co

ur
se

s 
do

es
ap

pe
ar

 to
 p

ro
du

ce
vi

si
bl

e 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t i
n 

th
e 

w
ri

tin
g 

of
m

os
t s

tu
de

nt
s,

 th
ou

gh
 th

e
de

gr
ee

 o
f 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t o

ft
en

 is
 c

on
si

de
ra

bl
y 

le
ss

 th
an

on
e 

w
ou

ld
lik

e.
 S

om
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 g
et

 (
an

d 
de

se
rv

e)
 g

ra
de

s 
of

 D
of

 E
, a

nd
 s

om
e

w
ho

 g
et

 C
's

 h
av

e 
on

ly
a 

pr
ec

ar
io

us
 g

ra
sp

 o
n 

co
m

pe
te

nc
e 

in
co

m
po

si
tio

n.
 B

ut
 b

y 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
ei

r 
fi

rs
t

ye
ar

 th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

 e
ith

er
ha

ve
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
d

or
 s

ee
m

 o
n 

th
e 

w
ay

 to
 a

tta
in

in
g 

th
e 

sk
ill

 in
w

ri
tin

g 
th

at
 is

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
of

 e
du

ca
te

d 
ad

ul
ts

. T
ha

t i
s,

 th
ey

 w
ri

te
th

is
 w

ay
 in

 th
ei

r 
fr

es
hm

an
 E

ng
lis

h
co

ur
se

s,
 w

he
re

 th
ei

r 
be

st
 e

ff
or

ts
ar

e 
re

gu
la

rl
y 

ca
lle

d 
fo

r.
 T

he
y 

do
 n

ot
 n

ec
es

sa
ri

ly
 w

ri
te

 th
is

 w
ay

 in
co

ur
se

s 
w

he
re

 th
e 

te
ac

he
rs

 ta
ke

 a
 m

or
e 

re
la

xe
d 

at
tit

ud
e 

to
w

ar
d

ex
ce

lle
nc

e 
in

 w
ri

tte
n 

w
or

k.
 M

an
y 

st
ud

en
ts

 b
 a

ck
sl

id
e 

af
te

r 
fr

es
hm

an
E

ng
lis

h 
w

he
n 

th
ey

 a
re

 p
er

m
itt

ed
to

. F
ew

 h
av

e 
ye

t d
ev

el
op

ed
 th

at
se

ns
e 

of
 p

ri
de

 in
 th

ei
r 

ow
n 

w
ri

tin
g 

th
at

 e
ns

ur
es

 th
at

 th
ey

 w
ill

ha
bi

tu
al

ly
 w

ri
te

 w
el

l w
ith

ou
t e

xt
er

na
l

pr
es

su
re

s.
 I

t i
s 

tr
ue

 th
at

 th
e

w
ri

tin
g 

of
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

cf
 th

is
 c

al
ib

er
,

at
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

 a
nd

 e
ls

ew
he

re
,

is
 s

el
do

m
 h

op
el

es
sl

y 
ba

d
ev

en
 w

he
n 

it 
ha

s 
be

en
 m

os
t c

ar
el

es
sl

y 
do

ne
.

O
ft

en
 it

 c
an

 h
ar

dl
y 

be
 s

ai
d 

to
 b

e 
cr

ed
ita

bl
e 

ei
th

er
to

 it
s 

au
th

or
s 

or
to

 th
e 

co
lle

ge
 th

at
 is

 e
du

ca
tin

g 
th

em
; b

ut
 e

ve
n 

at
 it

s 
w

or
st

 it
 la

ck
s

th
e 

un
m

is
ta

ka
bl

e 
st

am
p 

of
 c

on
fi

rm
ed

 il
lit

er
ac

y;
; t

ha
t m

ar
ks

th
e

ef
fo

rt
s 

of
 m

an
y 

st
ud

en
ts

 in
 r

em
ed

ia
l

co
ur

se
s.

 D
ar

tm
ou

th
 s

tu
de

nt
s,

an
d 

th
ei

r 
co

un
te

rp
ar

ts
on

 o
th

er
 c

am
pu

se
s,

 c
an

 w
ri

te
 w

el
l e

no
ug

h 
if

th
ey

 a
re

 s
ho

w
n 

ho
w

, a
re

 g
iv

en
 a

de
qu

at
e 

pr
ac

tic
e,

 a
nd

 a
re

 e
xp

ec
te

d
al

w
ay

s 
to

 w
ri

te
 to

 th
e 

be
st

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
ab

ili
ty

,n
o

m
at

te
r 

w
ha

t t
he

co
ur

se
.

T
he

 D
ar

tm
ou

th
 f

ac
ul

ty
 is

 p
ro

ba
bl

y
m

or
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 th
e 

im
po

r-
ta

nc
e 

of
 c

le
ar

 a
nd

 c
or

re
ct

 w
ri

tin
g 

th
an

 a
re

 te
ac

he
rs

 a
t i

ns
tit

ut
io

ns
th

at
 h

av
e 

a 
le

ss
 h

um
an

e 
tr

ad
iti

on
 b

eh
in

d 
th

em
 th

an
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

 d
oe

s.
B

ut
 e

ve
n 

so
, D

ar
tm

ou
th

 p
ro

fe
ss

or
s 

sh
ow

a 
w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 p
ol

ic
ie

s
an

d 
at

tit
ud

es
 to

w
ar

d 
st

ud
en

t w
ri

tin
g,

m
an

y 
of

 w
hi

ch
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

ha
bi

ts
 th

at
 c

on
fl

ic
t w

ith
 th

os
e 

th
at

 th
e 

E
ng

lis
h 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

is
su

pp
os

ed
 to

 e
st

ab
lis

h 
in

 th
e 

fr
es

hm
an

ye
ar

. I
n 

th
is

 r
es

pe
ct

 th
e

D
ar

tm
ou

th
 f

ac
ul

ty
 is

 u
nd

ou
bt

ed
ly

 ty
pi

ca
l o

f 
A

m
er

ic
an

co
lle

ge
 a

nd
un

iv
er

si
ty

 f
ac

ul
tie

s 
ge

ne
ra

lly
. T

he
am

ou
nt

 o
f 

w
ri

tin
g,

 e
xc

lu
si

ve
 o

f
te

st
s,

 th
at

 is
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

of
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
va

ri
es

 g
re

at
ly

 f
ro

m
on

e
te

ac
he

r 
to

 a
no

th
er

, r
an

gi
ng

 f
ro

m
no

ne
 a

t a
ll 

to
 a

s 
M

uc
h 

as
 s

ix
ty

ty
pe

d 
pa

ge
s 

in
 a

 s
in

gl
e

te
rm

. B
ut

 e
ve

n 
w

he
n 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
al

lo
w

an
ce

s

4.
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T
he

m
es

, T
he

or
ie

s,
 a

nd
 T

he
ra

py

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
m

ad
e 

fo
r 

th
os

e 
co

ur
se

s 
in

 w
hi

ch
 it

 is
 n

ot
ea

sy
 to

 a
ss

ig
n

th
e 

us
ua

l s
or

t o
f 

pa
pe

rs
, c

on
si

de
ra

bl
y 

le
ss

 w
ri

tin
g 

is
 a

sk
ed

 f
or

 th
an

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
if

 a
 c

on
st

an
t p

re
ss

ur
e 

is
 to

 b
e 

m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d 

on
 s

tu
de

nt
s

to
w

ri
te

 w
el

l t
hr

ou
gh

ou
t t

he
ir

 u
nd

er
gr

ad
ua

te
 y

ea
rs

. T
he

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f

es
sa

y 
te

st
in

g 
va

ri
es

 w
ith

 th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f 
th

e 
su

bj
ec

t, 
th

e 
si

ze
 o

f 
th

e
cl

as
s,

 a
nd

 th
e 

co
nv

ic
tio

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
te

ac
he

r.
 P

ro
ba

bl
y 

no
t m

or
e 

th
an

on
e 

or
 tw

o 
ho

ur
s 

pe
r 

te
rm

 o
f 

th
is

 k
in

d 
of

 te
st

in
g 

ar
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

 o
n

th
e 

av
er

ag
e;

 th
e 

fi
gu

re
 m

ay
 w

el
l b

e 
le

ss
.

T
he

 f
ac

ul
ty

 in
 g

en
er

al
 is

 r
el

uc
ta

nt
..c

o 
be

 s
ev

er
e 

ab
ou

t m
ar

ki
ng

an
d 

pe
na

liz
in

g 
st

ud
en

t w
ri

tin
g 

w
he

n 
it 

is
 f

au
lty

. T
o 

so
m

e 
ex

te
nt

th
is

 a
tti

tu
de

 is
 u

nd
er

st
an

da
bl

e.
 S

om
e 

te
ac

he
rs

 h
on

es
tly

 d
o 

no
t f

ee
l

qu
al

if
ie

d 
to

 d
o 

a 
th

or
ou

gh
 a

nd
 c

om
pe

te
nt

 jo
b 

of
 m

ar
ki

ng
 p

ap
er

s
fo

r 
gr

am
m

ar
, u

sa
ge

, a
nd

 r
he

to
ri

c.
 M

or
e 

im
po

rt
an

t, 
re

ad
in

g 
pa

pe
rs

in
 th

is
 w

ay
 ta

ke
s 

ex
tr

a 
tim

e,
 a

nd
 te

ac
he

rs
 o

f 
ph

ys
ic

s 
or

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t

or
 a

nt
hr

op
ol

og
y 

fe
el

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
lr

ea
dy

 h
av

e 
fu

ll-
tim

e 
jo

bs
 te

ac
hi

ng
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

su
bj

ec
ts

. A
sk

in
g 

th
em

 to
 m

ar
k 

pa
pe

rs
 f

or
 th

e 
qu

al
ity

 o
f

th
e 

w
ri

tin
g 

in
 th

em
 w

ill
 s

ee
m

 to
 m

an
y 

te
ac

he
rs

, w
he

th
er

 r
ig

ht
ly

 o
r

w
ro

ng
ly

, a
 g

ra
tu

ito
us

 a
dd

iti
on

 to
 a

n 
al

re
ad

y 
fu

ll 
lo

ad
, a

nd
 th

ey
 w

ill
re

fu
se

 to
 a

cc
ep

t t
he

 jo
b.

B
ut

 e
ve

n 
w

he
n 

te
ac

he
rs

 o
f 

ot
he

r 
su

bj
ec

ts
 d

o 
m

ar
k 

er
ro

rs
 in

st
ud

en
t w

ri
tin

g,
 m

os
t a

re
 o

pp
os

ed
 to

 lo
w

er
in

g 
th

e 
gr

ad
e 

on
 th

e
pa

pe
r 

fo
r 

th
is

 r
ea

so
n 

al
on

e.
 T

ho
ug

h 
th

ey
 m

ay
 a

gr
ee

 th
at

 g
oo

d
w

ri
tin

g 
is

 im
po

rt
an

t, 
th

ey
 a

re
 n

ot
 s

ur
e 

it 
is

 th
at

 im
po

rt
an

t. 
A

 p
ro

-
fe

ss
or

 o
f 

ph
ilo

so
ph

y 
w

as
 h

ea
rd

 to
 c

om
pl

ai
n 

of
 th

e 
w

re
tc

he
d 

pr
os

e
th

at
 s

om
e 

of
 h

is
 ju

ni
or

s 
an

d 
se

ni
or

s 
w

er
e 

tu
rn

in
g 

in
 to

 h
im

. T
he

E
ng

lis
h 

te
ac

he
r 

to
 w

ho
m

 th
is

 la
m

en
t w

zs
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 a
sk

ed
 h

im
, "

B
ut

of
 c

ou
rs

e 
yo

u 
ar

e 
fa

ili
ng

 th
es

e 
pa

pe
rs

, a
re

n'
t y

ou
?"

 N
o,

 it
 a

pp
ea

re
d

th
at

, b
ad

 a
s 

th
e 

w
ri

tin
g 

w
as

, t
he

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ha

rd
ly

 d
es

er
ve

d 
to

 b
e

fa
ile

d 
fo

r 
ha

vi
ng

 p
er

pe
tr

at
ed

 it
. "

T
he

n 
no

 d
ou

bt
 y

ou
 lo

w
er

ed
 th

e
gr

ad
e,

 e
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

 y
ou

 d
id

n'
t f

ai
l t

he
 p

ap
er

s?
" 

W
el

l, 
no

, a
ft

er
 a

ll
it 

w
as

n'
t a

n 
E

ng
lis

h 
co

ur
se

, a
nd

 it
 w

as
 r

ea
lly

 n
ot

 q
ui

te
 f

ai
r 

to
 r

ed
uc

e
th

e 
gr

ad
e 

"j
us

t f
or

 th
e 

w
ri

tin
g 

w
he

n 
th

e 
id

ea
s 

w
er

e 
al

l r
ig

ht
."

B
eh

in
d 

th
is

 te
ac

he
r's

 a
tti

tu
de

 is
 th

e 
co

m
m

on
 n

ot
io

n 
th

at
 th

e
E

ng
lis

h 
de

pa
rt

m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

te
ac

h 
st

ud
en

ts
 to

 w
ri

te
 w

he
n 

th
ey

 a
re

fr
es

hm
en

, a
nd

 th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 s

ho
ul

d 
ev

er
 a

ft
er

 s
ta

y 
w

ith
 th

em
, u

n-
ta

rn
is

he
d 

ev
en

 w
he

n 
se

ld
om

 u
se

d.
 B

ut
, a

s 
al

re
ad

y 
po

in
te

d 
ou

t, 
su

ch
an

 a
tti

tu
de

 is
 m

is
ta

ke
n,

 s
in

ce
 it

 is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

a 
m

is
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
th

e 
w

ri
tin

g 
pr

oc
es

s 
an

d 
of

 th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 o
f 

te
ac

hi
ng

 w
ri

tin
g.

 G
en

er
al

in
te

lle
ct

ua
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 v

er
ba

liz
e 

ne
w

 k
no

w
le

dg
e

If
 r

hi
ng
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f 

C
ol

le
ge

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
A

ft
er

 th
e 

Fr
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hm
an

 Y
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go
 h

an
d 

in
 h

an
d;

 in
ev

ita
bl

y,
 th

er
ef

or
e,

 a
ll 

te
ac

he
rs

 a
re

 to
so

m
e

ex
te

nt
 te

ac
he

rs
 o

f 
E

ng
lis

h.
 A

n 
E

ng
lis

h 
co

ur
se

 c
an

no
t p

er
m

an
en

tly
im

m
un

iz
e 

a 
st

ud
en

t t
o 

er
ro

rs
 o

f 
th

ou
gh

t a
nd

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n,

an
y 

m
or

e
th

an
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

in
 e

th
ic

s
ca

n 
en

su
re

 a
 li

fe
tim

e 
of

 v
ir

tu
e.

 A
ll 

te
ac

he
rs

un
de

r 
w

ho
se

 in
fl

ue
nc

e
a 

st
ud

en
t c

om
es

 s
ho

ul
d 

tr
y,

 a
s 

fa
r 

as
 th

ey
ar

e 
ab

le
 in

 th
e 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 c

ir
cu

m
st

an
ce

s 
of

 th
e

co
ur

se
, t

o 
en

fo
rc

e
ac

cu
ra

cy
 a

nd
 c

la
ri

ty
 o

f 
ex

pr
es

si
on

, b
ot

h 
or

al
 a

nd
 w

ri
tte

n,
as

 a
no

rm
al

 p
ar

t o
f 

th
ei

r 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y

to
 th

e 
st

ud
en

t a
nd

 to
 th

ei
r 

ow
n

di
sc

ip
lin

e.
 A

s 
a 

pa
rt

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y

to
 th

e 
so

ci
et

y 
of

 e
du

ca
te

d
m

en
 a

nd
 w

om
en

, t
he

y 
sh

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
tr

y 
to

 e
nf

or
ce

 r
ea

so
na

bl
e

co
n-

fo
rm

ity
 to

 th
os

e 
pa

tte
rn

s 
of

 li
ng

ui
st

ic
us

ag
e 

ac
ce

pt
ed

 b
y 

th
at

 s
oc

ie
ty

in
 s

ho
rt

, w
ha

t w
e 

ca
ll 

co
rr

ec
tn

es
s.

 T
he

 E
ng

lis
h 

te
ac

he
r 

ca
nn

ot
 d

o
th

e 
jo

b 
al

on
e.
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IN

 S
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U
D

E
N

T
 L

IT
E

R
A

C
Y

B
ac

ks
lid

in
g 

af
te

r 
fr

es
hm

an
 E

ng
lis

h 
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s 
be

en
co

m
pl

et
ed

 a
pp

ea
rs

 to
be

 u
ni

ve
rs

al
 in

 A
m

er
ic

an
 c

ol
le

ge
s 

an
d

un
iv

er
si

tie
s.

 T
he

m
ea

su
re

s
th

at
 D

ar
tm

ou
th

 C
ol

le
ge

 h
as

 tr
ie

d 
in

an
 e

ff
or

t t
o 

ar
re

st
 th

e 
ba

ck
-

sl
id

in
g 

ha
ve
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 m
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 c
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 d

if
fi

de
nt

ly
.

T
he

y 
ar

e 
de

fe
ns

ib
le

an
sw

er
s,

 if
 n

ot
 in

fa
lli

bl
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 C
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, c
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 c
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t b
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 b
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, b
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 p
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 b
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 c
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 c
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 m
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l l
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 c
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 m
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e 

cr
ea

m
.

G
ra

nt
in

g 
w

ho
le

sa
le

 e
xe

m
pt

io
ns

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
fr

es
hm

an
 c

om
po

si
tio

n
co

ur
se

 u
su

al
ly

 b
et

ra
ys

 a
n 

im
po

ve
ri

sh
ed

 n
ot

io
n 

of
 it

s 
pu

rp
os

e 
an

d
po

ss
ib

ili
tie

s.
 A

 c
ou

rs
e 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
th

at
 d

es
er

ve
s 

a 
pl

ac
e

in
 a

n.
 in

st
itu

tio
n 

of
 h

ig
he

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

ou
gh

t t
o 

of
fe

r 
m

or
e 

th
an

na
rr

ow
ly

 u
til

ita
ri

an
 tr
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e 

pr
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 b
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 o
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 b
y 

br
ig

ht
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

bu
t

av
er

ag
e 

se
ct

io
ns

as
 w

el
l. 
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 m
em

be
rs

 o
f

th
e 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

ar
e 

te
ac

hi
ng

 in
 th
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 r
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l f
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 f
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 m
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 c
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t d
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at
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.
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 p
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 c
om

po
si

tio
n,

 a
nd

 it
sh

ou
ld

ac
co

rd
in

gl
y 

re
ce

iv
e 

th
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 p
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 b
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in

ki
ng

th
ro

ug
h 

th
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t b
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so

 b
e 

pl
an

ne
d 

to
 te

ac
h 

hi
m

so
m

et
hi

ng
 s

pe
ci

fi
c 

ab
ou

t w
ri

tin
ga

bo
ut

 th
e 

us
es

 o
f 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 d
ef

i-
ni

tio
n,

 f
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 o

r 
ab

ou
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

es
ta

bl
is

hi
ng

 a
nd

m
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 a
 c

on
si

st
en

t p
oi

nt
 o

f 
vi

ew
, o

r 
ab

ou
t i

nd
uc

tiv
e 

or
 d

e-
du

ct
iv

e 
pa

tte
rn

s 
of

 a
rr

an
ge

m
en

t.
5.

 K
in

d 
of

 w
ri

tin
g 

to
 b

e 
as

si
gn

ed
. A

 c
ol

le
ge

 E
ng

lis
h

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

sh
ou

ld
 a

gr
ee

 o
n 

a 
po

lic
y 

go
ve

rn
in

g 
th

e 
ki

nd
 o

f 
w

ri
tin

g 
to

 b
e

as
si

gn
ed

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
in

 th
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

 f
re

sh
m

an
 c

om
po

si
tio

n 
co

ur
se

s,
"o

ne
 th

at
 a

ll 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
st

af
f 

ca
n 

su
bs

cr
ib

e 
to

an
d 

w
ill

 c
on

se
nt

to
 a

bi
de

 b
y.

 I
n 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
, t

he
 p

ol
ic

y
sh

ou
ld

 s
pe

ci
fy

 th
e 

re
la

tio
n 

of
th

e 
w

ri
tin

g 
to

 a
ss

ig
ne

d 
re

ad
in

g,
 a

nd
 th

e 
pr

ed
om

in
an

t t
yp

e 
of

w
ri

t-
in

g 
to

 b
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

. A
 p

os
si

bl
e 

po
lic

y 
fo

r 
th

e 
ba

si
c 

co
ur

se
, t

he
 o

ne
in

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
m

os
t d

ir
ec

t e
ff

or
t i

s 
m

ad
e 

to
 te

ac
h 

w
ri

tin
g,

 w
ou

ld
be

an
 a

gr
ee

m
en

t t
ha

t a
ll

bu
t t

w
o 

or
 th

re
e 

pa
pe

rs
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 b
as

ed
di

re
ct

ly
 o

n 
th

e 
re

ad
in

g 
do

ne
 in

 th
e 

co
ur

se
 a

nd
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

ex
po

si
to

ry
in

 n
at

ur
e,

 u
su

al
ly

 p
ap

er
s 

of
 a

na
ly

si
s 

or
 c

ri
tic

is
m

. T
he

 r
em

ai
ni

ng
 tw

o
pa

pe
rs

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
as

si
gn

ed
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 th

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 te
ac

he
r's

pr
ef

er
en

ce
s 

an
d 

at
 s

uc
h 

tim
es

 a
s 

be
st

 s
ui

te
d 

hi
s 

pu
rp

os
es

.
T

he
y

m
ig

ht
, f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 b
e 

pa
pe

rs
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

pe
rs

on
al

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

or
ob

-
se

rv
at

io
n 

an
d 

co
m

e 
as

 th
e 

fi
rs

t w
ri

tte
n 

as
si

gn
m

en
ts

 in
 th

e 
co

ur
se

;
or

 o
ne

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
de

fe
rr

ed
an

d 
in

tr
od

uc
ed

 la
te

r 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

 s
om

e
va

ri
et

y 
in

 th
e 

w
ri

tin
g 

as
si

gn
m

en
ts

. I
t i

s 
im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
ha

ve
 a

de
fi

ni
te

po
lic

y 
on

 k
in

d 
of

 w
ri

tin
g 

in
 th

e 
la

te
r 

co
ur

se
 o

r 
co

ur
se

s
of

 th
e

se
qu

en
ce

 a
ls

o,
 s

o 
th

at
 e

ac
h 

co
ur

se
 c

an
be

 a
ss

um
ed

 to
 b

e 
pr

ov
id

in
g

ar
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ki
nd

 o
f 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 in
 a

ll 
se

ct
io

ns
.

6.
 M

ar
ki

ng
 o

f 
st

ud
en

t p
ap

er
s.

 A
n

E
ng

lis
h 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t s

ho
ul

d
es

ta
bl

is
h 

th
e 

po
lic

y 
th

at
 in

st
ru

ct
or

s 
co

ns
is

te
nt

ly
 tr

y 
to

id
en

tif
y

er
ro

rs
 a

nd
 w

ea
kn

es
se

s
in

 s
tu

de
nt

 w
ri

tin
g 

w
ith

 a
s 

m
uc

h 
pr

ec
is

io
n

as
 p

os
si

bl
e.

 T
he

 p
ra

ct
ic

e
of

 u
si

ng
 a

ll-
pu

rp
os

e 
sy

m
bo

ls
 o

r 
ab

br
ev

ia
-

tio
ns

 (
K

, a
w

k,
 ?

) 
to

 in
di

ca
te

 d
is

sa
tis

fa
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 a
w

or
d 

or
 p

as
sa

ge
sh

ou
ld

 u
su

al
ly

 b
e 

av
oi

de
d.

 S
o 

sh
ou

ld
 e

xc
es

si
ve

 r
ew

ri
tin

g 
or

ed
iti

ng
of

 d
ef

ec
tiv

e 
pa

ss
ag

es
, a

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
th

at
 m

ay
 s

et
 th

e 
pa

ss
ag

e
st

ra
ig

ht
bu

t t
ha

t o
ft

en
 le

av
es

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t u

nc
er

ta
in

 o
f 

th
e

sp
ec

if
ic

 p
ri

nc
ip

le
he

 h
as

 v
io

la
te

d.
 H

an
db

oo
k 

ru
le

 n
um

be
rs

 h
av

e
th

e 
vi

rt
ue

 o
f 

be
in

g

ji;
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sp
ec

if
ic

, b
ut

 te
ac

he
rs

 s
ho

ul
d 

no
t r

el
y 

on
 th

em
 a

lo
ne

 to
 in

di
ca

te
cr

iti
ci

sm
s 

of
 s

tu
de

nt
 p

ap
er

s;
 th

e 
lim

ita
tio

ns
 o

f 
th

es
e 

sy
m

bo
ls

 a
re

fi
rs

t, 
th

at
 th

ey
 a

rc
 e

nt
ir

el
y 

im
pe

rs
on

al
, a

nd
 s

ec
on

d,
 th

at
 th

ey
 n

ec
es

-
sa

ri
ly

 s
ig

ni
fy

 n
eg

at
iv

e 
cr

iti
ci

sm
. T

he
y 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
su

pp
le

m
en

te
d 

w
ith

co
m

m
en

ts
 r

ef
er

ri
ng

 b
ot

h 
to

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 p

as
sa

ge
s 

an
d 

to
 th

e 
en

tir
e

pa
pe

r.
 S

uc
h 

co
m

m
en

ts
 a

re
 m

os
t h

el
pf

ul
 w

he
n 

th
ey

 a
re

 s
pe

ci
fi

c,
po

in
te

d,
 a

nd
 c

on
st

ru
ct

iv
e.

7.
 A

gr
ee

m
en

t o
n 

st
an

da
rd

s 
fo

r 
ju

dg
in

g 
st

ud
en

t p
ap

er
s.

 E
ve

n
th

ou
gh

 a
n 

E
ng

lis
h 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t a

lr
ea

dy
 a

gr
ee

s 
re

as
on

ab
ly

 w
el

l o
n

st
an

da
rd

s 
fo

r 
ju

dg
in

g 
in

di
vi

du
al

 p
ap

er
s 

in
 th

e 
fr

es
hm

an
 E

ng
lis

h
co

ur
se

s,
 it

 s
ho

ul
d 

co
nt

in
ue

 to
 e

xp
lo

re
 a

ll 
po

ss
ib

le
 m

ea
su

re
s 

to
 s

ec
ur

e
ev

en
 c

lo
se

r 
ag

re
em

en
t. 

O
ne

 s
uc

h 
m

ea
su

re
 is

 to
 s

ch
ed

ul
e 

th
em

e-
gr

ad
in

g 
m

ee
tin

gs
at

 le
as

t o
ne

 e
ac

h 
te

rm
, a

nd
 p

re
fe

ra
bl

y 
tw

o 
in

 th
e

au
tu

m
n 

te
rm

 w
he

n 
ne

w
 in

st
ru

ct
or

s 
m

us
t b

ec
om

e 
ac

qu
ai

nt
ed

 w
ith

th
e 

st
an

da
rd

s 
an

d 
po

lic
ie

s 
of

 th
e 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t. 

It
 is

 h
ig

hl
y 

de
si

ra
bl

e
th

at
 th

es
e 

m
ee

tin
gs

 b
e 

at
te

nd
ed

 n
ot

 ju
st

 b
y 

th
e 

yo
un

ge
st

 a
nd

 n
ew

es
t

m
em

be
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

st
af

f 
bu

t b
y 

se
ni

or
 m

em
be

rs
 a

s 
w

el
l. 

U
nl

es
s 

su
ch

m
ee

tin
gs

 h
av

e 
th

e 
be

ne
fi

t o
f 

th
e 

m
at

ur
e 

ju
dg

m
en

t o
f 

se
ni

or
 s

ta
ff

m
em

be
rs

, t
he

y 
ca

n 
ac

co
m

pl
is

h 
on

ly
 a

 p
ar

t o
f 

th
ei

r 
pu

rp
os

e.
 A

nd
 th

e
be

ne
fi

t w
or

ks
 b

ot
h 

w
ay

s:
 e

ve
n 

th
e 

m
os

t e
xp

er
ie

nc
ed

 te
ac

he
r 

ca
n

pr
of

it 
fr

om
 s

uc
h 

a 
m

ee
tin

g 
if

 o
nl

y 
to

 r
ea

ss
ur

e 
hi

m
se

lf
 th

at
 h

is
gr

ad
in

g 
st

an
da

rd
s 

ar
e 

no
t o

ut
 o

f 
lin

e 
w

ith
 th

os
e 

of
 a

 m
aj

or
ity

of
 h

is
 c

ol
le

ag
ue

s.
A

 s
ec

on
d 

de
vi

ce
 is

 to
 d

up
lic

at
e 

a 
st

ud
en

t p
ap

er
 o

nc
e 

or
 tw

ic
e 

a
ye

ar
pr

ef
er

ab
ly

 o
ne

 o
f 

m
id

dl
e 

qu
al

ity
an

d 
as

k 
ea

ch
 s

ta
ff

 m
em

be
r

(o
r,

 in
 b

ig
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
, t

en
 o

r 
a 

do
ze

n 
te

ac
he

rs
) 

to
 m

ar
k 

an
d 

gr
ad

e
it 

in
 k

ee
pi

ng
 w

ith
 h

is
 u

su
al

 p
ra

ct
ic

e;
 th

en
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

 a
ll 

th
e 

pa
pe

rs
w

ith
 th

e 
m

ar
ks

, c
om

m
en

ts
, a

nd
 g

ra
de

s 
th

at
 h

av
e 

be
en

 p
la

ce
d 

on
th

em
 a

nd
 d

is
tr

ib
ut

e 
th

em
 a

s 
a 

sm
al

l p
am

ph
le

t f
or

 s
tu

dy
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

s-
si

on
 b

y 
th

e 
st

af
f.

 (
T

he
 n

am
es

 o
f 

te
ac

he
rs

 w
ho

 c
or

re
ct

ed
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

pa
pe

rs
 n

ee
d 

no
t b

e 
gi

ve
n.

) 
T

hi
s 

de
vi

ce
 is

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 h

el
pf

ul
 to

fa
m

ili
ar

iz
e 

ne
w

 s
ta

ff
 m

em
be

rs
 w

ith
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

ta
l s

ta
nd

ar
ds

. A
nd

,
if

 th
es

e 
m

em
be

rs
 a

re
 n

ot
 y

et
 w

id
el

y 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

d 
in

 te
ac

hi
ng

 c
om

-
po

si
tio

n,
 it

 is
 a

 g
oo

d 
w

ay
 to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 m
et

ho
ds

 o
f 

m
ar

ki
ng

 a
nd

cr
iti

ci
zi

ng
 p

ap
er

s 
an

d 
to

 a
le

rt
 th

es
e 

te
ac

he
rs

 to
 th

e 
ne

ed
 f

or
 ta

ki
ng

ac
co

un
t n

ot
 o

nl
y 

of
 m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l m
at

te
rs

 b
ut

 o
f 

su
ch

 h
ig

hl
y 

im
po

r-
ta

nt
 th

ou
gh

 le
ss

 o
bv

io
us

 a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f 

a 
pa

pe
r 

ns
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
,

tr
an

si
tio

n,
 to

ne
, o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n,

 r
ea

de
r

aw
ar

en
es

s,
 e

tc
. T

he
 d

ev
ic

e
is

 a
ls

o 
a

m
ea

ns
 o

f 
ge

tti
ng

 in
to

 th
e 

op
en

 th
os

e 
nu

m
er

ou
s 

di
sa

gr
ee

-
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T
he

m
es

, T
he

or
ie

s,
 a

nd
 T

he
ra

py

m
en

ts
 a

bo
ut

 d
et

ai
ls

 o
f 

us
ag

e,
 d

ic
tio

n,
 a

nd
 s

im
ila

r 
m

at
te

rs
, t

o 
w

hi
ch

E
ng

lis
h 

te
ac

he
rs

 o
f 

al
l d

eg
re

es
 o

f 
ex

pe
rt

ne
ss

 a
re

 s
o 

pr
on

e.
 O

nc
e 

in
th

e 
op

en
, t

he
se

 m
at

te
rs

 c
an

 b
e 

ra
tio

na
lly

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
, w

ith
 th

e 
ob

je
ct

of
 r

ed
uc

in
g 

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f 
di

sa
gr

ee
m

en
t.

A
 th

ir
d 

an
d 

of
te

n-
us

ed
 m

ea
su

re
 th

at
 c

an
 h

el
p 

co
ns

id
er

ab
ly

 to
cl

ar
if

y 
cr

ite
ri

a 
fo

r 
pa

pe
rs

 a
t t

he
 v

ar
io

us
 g

ra
de

 le
ve

ls
 a

nd
 to

 r
ed

uc
e

w
id

e 
va

ri
at

io
n 

in
 g

ra
di

ng
 is

 to
 a

ss
ig

n 
a 

de
pa

rt
m

en
ta

l c
om

m
itt

ee
 th

e
ta

sk
 o

f 
se

le
ct

in
g 

on
e 

st
ud

en
t p

ap
er

 th
at

 is
 c

le
ar

ly
 o

f 
A

 q
ua

lit
y,

 o
ne

of
 B

 q
ua

lit
y,

 a
nd

 s
o 

on
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
fu

ll 
ra

ng
e 

of
 g

ra
de

s.
 T

he
se

 c
an

be
 m

ar
ke

d 
in

 a
 w

ay
 s

at
is

fa
ct

or
y 

to
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

st
af

f,
 th

en
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

d
as

 a
 p

ar
t o

f 
th

e 
th

em
e

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 f
or

 n
ew

 f
re

sh
m

en
, w

ho
 a

ls
o

be
ne

fi
t f

ro
m

 th
is

 c
on

cr
et

e 
ill

us
tr

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

st
an

da
rd

s 
by

 w
hi

ch
th

ei
r 

pa
pe

rs
 w

ill
 b

e 
ju

dg
ed

 in
 f

re
sh

m
an

 E
ng

lis
h.

 M
an

y 
de

pa
rt

m
en

ts
th

at
 h

av
e 

pr
ep

ar
ed

 s
uc

h 
pa

m
ph

le
ts

 h
av

e 
fo

un
d 

th
em

 a
 g

oo
d 

m
ea

ns
of

 in
fo

rm
in

g 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l E
ng

lis
h 

te
ac

he
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

ki
nd

 a
nd

 q
ua

lit
y

of
 w

or
k 

ex
pe

ct
ed

 o
f 

co
lle

ge
 f

re
sh

m
en

.
8.

 P
ol

ic
y 

on
 m

is
sp

el
lin

g 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

gr
os

s 
er

ro
rs

.
A

 c
ol

le
ge

 E
ng

lis
de

pa
rt

m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

ad
op

t a
 c

le
ar

-c
ut

 a
nd

 s
ev

er
e 

ru
le

 w
ith

 r
es

pe
ct

to
 m

is
sp

el
lin

g 
in

 s
tu

de
nt

 c
om

po
si

tio
ns

.
W

he
n 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ri

te
 o

ut
si

de
of

 c
la

ss
 w

he
re

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
al

l t
he

 ti
m

e 
th

ey
 n

ee
d 

to
 c

on
su

lt 
a

di
c-

tio
na

ry
 a

nd
 to

 p
ro

of
re

ad
 th

ei
r 

pa
pe

rs
, t

he
re

 is
 n

o 
ex

cu
se

fo
r 

m
is

-
sp

el
lin

g.
 W

he
n 

th
ey

 w
ri

te
 im

pr
om

pt
u 

pa
pe

rs
 a

nd
 h

av
e 

le
ss

tim
e

fo
r 

pr
oo

fr
ea

di
ng

, t
he

 r
ul

e 
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

te
m

pe
re

d 
a 

lit
tle

 a
t f

ir
st

.
B

ut
be

fo
re

 th
e 

te
rm

 is
 f

ar
 a

dv
an

ce
d,

 th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 e

xp
ec

te
d 

to
bu

dg
et

th
ei

r 
tim

e 
on

 im
pr

om
pt

us
 s

o 
th

at
 th

ey
 a

re
 a

bl
e 

to
 p

ro
of

re
ad

an
d 

to
lo

ok
 u

p 
w

or
ds

 th
ey

 a
re

 u
ns

ur
e 

of
; t

he
n 

th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
he

ld
 to

 th
e

sa
m

e 
st

an
da

rd
 o

n 
th

es
e 

pa
pe

rs
 a

s 
on

th
os

e 
w

ri
tte

n 
ou

ts
id

e 
of

 c
la

ss
.

T
he

 s
oo

ne
r 

a 
st

ud
en

t i
s 

pe
rs

ua
de

d 
of

 th
e 

en
or

m
ou

s 
so

ci
al

 im
po

rt
an

ce
of

 c
on

ve
nt

io
na

l s
pe

lli
ng

, t
he

 s
oo

ne
r 

he
 w

ill
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 o
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 c
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at
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 r
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 o
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 c
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, l
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 d
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 c

ri
tic

is
m

 o
f 

th
e

lit
er

ar
y 

w
or

ks
 b

ei
ng

 s
tu

di
ed

.
In

 p
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 b
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 b
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 c
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 p
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e 
st

ud
y 

of
 lo

gi
c,

 a
no

th
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 d
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 c
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 m
or

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 in

 c
on

fe
re

nc
e;

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
10

 p
er

 c
en

t m
ig

ht
 th

en
be

 g
iv

en
 to

 p
ro

se
 f

ic
tio

n 
to

 v
ar

y 
th

e 
co

ur
se

 f
ro

m
 ti

m
e 

to
 ti

m
e 

or
 to

i;

,*
,r

r:
11

1C
ta

tti
ts

n$
14

5

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
br

id
ge

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 to

 th
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re
as

on
in

g,
 th

e
su

ff
ic

ie
nc

y 
of

 th
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 s
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 c
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 b
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e
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.
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 b
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 c
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e 

E
ng

lis
h 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t o

f 
a

co
lle

ge
 f
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 c
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ra
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at
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t b
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 c
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 c
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 c
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in
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 c
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 c
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ra
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 c
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 p
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 p
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at
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 p
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 c
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 b
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 c
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 d
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ke

n 
to

ge
th

er
, e

nr
ol

l t
he

 g
re

at
 m

aj
or

ity
of

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ea

ch
 y

ea
r.
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 c
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 c

om
po

si
tio

n
an

d 
as

-
si

gn
ed

 to
 r

ea
d

an
d 

gr
ad

e 
th
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w
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 b
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 c
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