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PREFACE

HISTORICAL BACTGROUNDS

Spanish influence in the iiiddle Rio Grande dates fron the first half
of the sixtcenth contury when the expedition of the young conqueror
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado entered the valley from the west, Tales of
wealth and fabulous cities and legends of nuch gold filtered into the
arny carps and settlements of New Spair, The intrepid Spaniard was further
encouraged by Cabeza de Vaca's account of his amezing trek from Gulf to
Gulf (1534-36) and the report of Fray Marcos de Niza vho, with the ill-fated
Estevan, had reached the Pueblo of Hawaikuh in 1539, After two years of

fruitless vanderings up and down the central river area and even into the

eastern plains, Coronado and his men with 1littlc to show for their expenditures

of effort and investment in the venture returned to the capitol of New Spain,

E . . . s s . e
l' Mexico City, Their failure, depletion, and discouragement delayed colenization
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i soldiers left, Some llexican Indians and perhaps 2 soldier or two also
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and expleoitation of the north for some years, Yet two years of Spanish

military control and some attempt to Christianize the Indians marked the

bezinning of an intermixture of Buropean and indigenous cultures in New lexico
that was to acceierate as other adventurers pushed into the Rio Grande area,
Missionaries of the Order of St. Irancis had come with Coronado, and

several of them remained to work among the Indians when Coronado and his

stayed, content te live in the new land, As the years passed, concern over

the fate of ihe padres in the north led to the forming of two expeditious

in the 1580's, They likewise wished to explore and to locate mineral wealth




believed by some to be comparable tc that so easily found in ilexico,

It was not until 1590, however, that scttlement was attempted, In
that year Captain Gaspar Castano de Scsa, lieutenant-governor of Nuevo Leéﬁ,
trailed up the Pecos river from the mining town of Almadén in Coahuila,
Believing he was legally authorized to make the espedition, this leader
brought with him 170 men, women and children, a wagon train of sugplies,
oxen, plough-shares and military eQuipment inciuding two brass pieces of
ordnance, The journey began i July, 1590, They noved north to Pecos Pueblo
and then westward to the Rio Grande, Erecting crosses in the Indian villages,
the Spanish leader had the native people swear allegience to the Spanish king,
Captain de Sosa also set up a new administration by apnointing from among the
Indians a governor, an alcalde, and an alguazil, Thus the Spaniards laid
the foundations for future Pueblo goveraments in New Mexico, A~Although this
brave Captain pioneered Spanish settlement in the Southwest, his arrest on
grounds of insufficient authority to colonize cut short his career and he
was returned to lMexico City under the guard of Captain Juan liorlete, De Sosa
had, however, begun the real task of bringing Iuropean ideas and practices
into the land of the Pueblos,

Nearly a decade later (1598) Don Juan de Crnate successfuily established
a permanernt Spanish colony with his capitol near San Juan Pueblo, [From this
time on, Spanish officiais, soldiers and their families, and Iranciscan
padres labored to govern and teach the Indians, thus to hold for Spain this
far northwest frontier of New Spain,

During the seventeenth century the struggle between the civil and
religious leaders for the dominant power characterized much of the activity
of the life in New Mexico, This to a degree, plus the zeal of missicnaries

to stamp out all Indian religious practices, led the Pueblos north of Isleta




to unite and simultaneously *o rise in revolt against their conquerors,

Successful in the initial movement in 1680, tie Pueblo people forced
the Spaniards to abandon the middle Kio Grande, They retreated tc the pass
over the river where subsequent settlement and extended missions marked the
beginning of the Spanish Z1 Paso area, In 1592 Don Diego de Vargas marched
north from this new center, found the resistance of the Pueblos practically
non-existent, and quickly and without much difficulty re-established Spanish
control, From then on the goverznment of Spain continued without gquestion
until the hrief period of the Mexican Republic interrupted and ended Spain's
long colonial administration (1820), !Ilexico had but a short interim, hovever,
as the United States soon annexed tie Southwest as a result of the iexican
Har (1846-1848),

An increase of settlements up and dom the Kio Grande and prosperous
traide over the Chihuahua Trail marked the eighteenth century. Spain also
pushed rorthwest and northeast, This expansion led to new missions and
presidios in Texas and new missions and military posts in California, The
growth was motivated in part by Spain's desire to justify her claims to vast
uncolonized areas and in part to prevent French or other intrusions into
New Spain from the Hississippi valley and the north Pacific, French voyageurs
and Jesuit missionaries had already explored and claimed the ill-defined area
named Louisiana, while Russians located in ilaska, Thus the fear of intrusion
was not without basis, Yet despite the military protection of frontier
colonies and the monopolistic control of cammerce, French traders, notably
the Mallet Brothers in 1739, crossed the continent into New lMexico, Other
trappers, traders, and mountain men from the east began to come in mounting

numbers,
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Spanish influence remained dominant, "siever, and it was an influence
little changed by the outside world, DNcir liexico was some 1500 miles from
the seat of govermment in lexicc City anﬁ cven: the religious administrative
center moved no nearer than Durango, True, officials came‘;nd wvert but
Spanish law continued fundamental, Spanish customs continued little mocificd
from those of earlier years, and the Franciscan Order was unchallenged in

its wert in the churches and missions,

The laws of the Indies evolved in earlier centuries provided for

practically every phase of colonial 1ife and adninistration, The church

was entirely under the Franciscaus, and they assumed quasi-episcopalian

powers in keeping witb a special papal permission granted to the Order in

the sixteenth century, Thus, New llexico's Spanish settlements were controiled

by a civil and a religious administration that had been set up even before

the first explorers came into the northland, The people had few contacts
beyond the various Indians who lived or rzided in the area and a small
number of settlers who wandered in from the minin~ touns of northern MNew

* Spain, There was almost total absence of Turopean culiural exchange, The
language attests to this as even now the vocebulary and grammar have a close
resembiance to that of Spain in the days of the Conquest, Acculturation

; went on but it was an interchange of Indian practices, methods of living,
foods, crops, and dress, The Spanish patron rode over his rancho to protect
his herds and family against marauling Navajos, Apaches, and Comanches,

. Indian servants and slaves worked under him and under his wife at the ranch
house, Racial intermixture took place on all levels and the number of

mestizos increased,




%3

viii

There vere a few centers such as Taos, Santa Cruz, Santa Fe, and
Alouquerque vhere fiestas more elaberate than those of the isolated

ranches occurred, But the monotony of routine continued, depencent only

upon the change of seasons, the calendar of church observances, and the un-

epding cycle of birth, marriage, and death, #s a result, New Mexico has
preserved folk dramas, customs and manners, and a language little n:odif ied
by the forces that wrought changes in thc parent cclony of Ne# Snain,

The late eighteenth century saw violence transorm the stiantic
coastal area settled by the English, and in Tvrope as well there was
tremendcus change, The Revolution of the Thirieen Colonies brought
independence and the establishment of the United States, while the French
Revolution and Napoleon greatly modified the politics of Spain,

Hestward in increasing numbers came the nev freedon-loving adventurers
from the east, across the Mississippi, across the great plains and into
New Mexico, Spain tried feebly to hold back the trader by confiscating his
goods and declaring him a .trespasser, Even Zebulon Pike, whose expedition
west in 1806 caie to explore the newly acquired Louisiana Pﬁrchase, found

himseif a prisoner in Santa Fe and was Torced to march under guard to

Chihuahua,

P
k-«l

A radical change, however, resulted with the liexisan revolt in 820,

Spain's control was ended and with it tae mercantile system; so that in

1821 llexico permitted legal trade cver the Santa Fe Trail, Goeds from

the United S*ates floved into New liexico; tralers found considerable profit

when the caravans successfully evaded tine Indians of the plains., Some

merchants even continued the traffic doun to Chihuahua, A new era had begun,
Short-lived was the Mexican rule, for in 1846 Stephen Vatts Kearny led

-

his tissouri Volunteers into the Rio Grande and without a shot, the




United States took over, Then, before General Kearny left for California

in late 1846, he sct up a military government, appointing both military
executives and a civilian governor, Charles Bent, iegular territorial
govermment under the United States was soon established and New liexico
remained in a territorial status until statehood was proclaimed in 1912,

Throughout this period of American territorial control, changes in
custons and practices were slov, Truve, there were events of considerable
importance happening in New Mexico, There werc the months of invasion by
a Confederate Army from Fort Bliss in 1363 and the end of this {triumphal
march up the Rio Grande vhen the Union Arny defeated the iebels at
Glorietta Pass, So, the Southern soldiers humsriedly moved south againe
And after the War between the States, troops in frontier forts staticned
there to protect settlers against Indians and lawless men had to be fed,.
Then cattlemen drove herds up the Pecos to supply beef to th: U,S, Aruy,
The cattle business boomed and many soldiers and others took up homestcads
and developed large ranches, Spanish citizens began to find theuselves
crowded into narrover areas as the lands of their ancestors vere
circumscribed and niore Anglos pushed in to iaie over contfol of water
as well as ranges, Desperados and unscrunulous uen brushed with the
Spanish vaguero; wars between sheepmen and cattlemen broke out in a
nuMbEr of places; and such famed conflicts as the Lincoln County War
brought prominence to gunmen like Billy the Kid,

The day of law enforcement was speeded when the railroads crossed

the territory in the eighties,. Now officers could quickly overtake the
outlaw horsemen, The railroad also made possible the easier wmarketing of

ores and mines, which flourished and failed in a number of nountain areas,




These comuercial ventures with cattle, mines and trade did little
to modify the age=-old routine of the Spanish-imerican agricultural
village life, Although the leaders of'ten hecame politicos of importance,
yet the people felt but little the transforimation of the economy that was
coming so rapiily,

Vhen the Rough Riders ansvered the call of the country in 1898, few
New Mexicans of Spanish origin joined the rants. Tven VWorld Uar I with
its draft did not bring really fundamental changes. The period after
1917 saw more rapid economic development and the Spanish American faced more
intense exploitation both economically and politically, exploitation by
the scheming Anglo whose "freedom" he had so enthusiastically welconed at
the end of the Mexican Var,

Then Torld War II engulfed the world with its need for uen and woien,
Spanish ‘mericans and Indians willingly joined the fighting forces, Tith
the var the atomic bomb, developed in part on the Fajarito Plateau above
Santa Fe, hurtlecd New Mexico into an industrial age over night, The
200th Cavalry, many of whom were New hiexico Mational Guardsmen and enlistees,
made the Bataan Death March, The war entered the most remofe villages of
{+he mountains when sons and fathers werec taten in the draft, After months
of training and fighting in strange parts of the world, the veteran
returned to his New iiexico, He had lived and worked with Anglos; they
had shared and survived many experiences, £4s a veteran GI, therc were
wider opportunities to get an education, and meny sav and realized the
advantages of better training if they were to compete succassfully, MNany
of the families of the Spanish Americans not in active military service

had worked in war plents, shipyards and a multitude of other industries,




They had moved out of the villages into urban centers bustling with
activity., Never again will the slow pace of an agricultural life in

a village satisfy them, Opportunities are great; with more education,

with new ideas, the entire outlook has heen transformed. The old envirorment
no longer contents, Higher education levels, nore material wealth, wider
gnjoyment of.Angio culture have divofééd the Spanish American from much of
his age=-old heritage, His face is set toward the future as he enthusiase
tically looks into a new world vhere he is no lonzer culturally apart, but
where he now understandingly assumes the privileges and responsibilities

of imerican Democracys

Dorothy Voodward




THE EFFECT OF CULTURAL DIFFERENCE IN THE EDUCATION OF

SPANISH AMERIC/ANS

CHAPTER I

CULTURAL ORIENTATIONS

I, NATURE OF DISIUSSICH

The American public schools are, in the opinion of the
pecple of the United States, basic and necessary parts of
our democracy, e are convinced that they must, and we
hope that they do, provide equal opportunity for every
child, This means that these at the %hottom can compete
through education for life's prizes with those at the tcp,
All that is needed are brains, a will to do, hard work,
and plenty of ambition, In owr faith every aspiring
student , , o does have an equal chance with every one
else for the Whiie House,l 3

This faith in education is nothing more then an expression of the

demccratic dream concerning the equality of man, Only recently has
there been any concession on the part of the public that there are

many ways in which man is not equal., It seems that this extraordinarily
strong belicf, hordering almost on fanaticism, has blinded the American

pecple on what constitutes equality of educational opnortunity, To a

great number of people, equality of opportunity means identity of

L7, Lloyd Varner, et al, , Who Shall Be Hducated? (New Yorks Harper

and Brothers Publishers, 1944), p, Xi.




opportunity, In other words, given an opportunity, equal in quantity
and content, anyone should succeed in his education, and if he does

not, it is nobody's fault than his own, The 1959 AA5A Yearbook

considers this misconception serious enough even yet to say, "Equality
of opportunity does not imply identical opportunity or identical
achievemente o o o"2 -

Among the variables constituting equalized educational ophrortunity
are the socio-cultural backgrounds of the students, Yet the schools
have been complacent to a large degree in presenting only a small aspect
of the American culture as the sum total of the curricuia in the
schools, Allison Davis very emphatically points out that:

The present curricula are stereotyped and arbitrary selections
from a narrovw. area of middle-class culture, Academic culture is
one of the most comservative and ritualized aspects of human
culture, o + o For over a generation, no basically new types of
mental problems have been added to intelligence tests, For untold
generations we have been unable to think of anything to put into
the curriculum which will be more helpful in guiding the basic
mental development of children than vocabulary building, reading,
spelling and routine arithmetical memorizing, a
Numerous studies in class stratification have concluded that

approximately two-thirds of the pupils in school come from the lower

classes of American society.Zb

2American Association of School Administrators, Educational
Administration in a Changing Community (Washington: National Education
Kssociation, 1959), p. 18

235 11ison Davis, Social-Class Influences Upon Lear ning (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1952, p. 98, '

2bA ygust B, Hollingshead, Elmtown's Youth (New York: John Wiley
and Sons, Inc., 1949), N |




These studies have also concluded that cnly a very small percentage
of individuals are able to climb the social ladder, For example, a
study showed that of the Kansas City adults in 1949, 33,2 per cent
were upward-mobile, 54.2 per cent vere non-mobile, and 12,3 per cent
vere downward-mo‘ble.20

These studies have also pointed to the fact that each class has
a culture of its own, called life--style2 and outside of giving allegiance
to a core of value configurations, the specific value orientations and
aspirations of eackh class are different from one another.Zd Thus, by
segmenting the curricula to a specialized portion of the American
culture, the schools are not serving a great percentage of society.

This monograph will attempt to show how the Spanish American has

not been given an equalized educational opnortunity because his

cultural orientations have not been considered in the development of

curricula,

Purpose of the Discussion, The purpose of this discussion is to

delineate the major cultural differences of the Spanish Americans and
to offer an interpretation of them as they impinge on the education of

the Spanish-American child,

Importance of the Discussion, In New Mexico,the problem of

equalizing educational opportunity is greatly accentuated because of

2CRobert J, Havighurst and Bernice T. Neugarten, Society and Education
(Boston: Ailyn and Bacon, Inc., 1957), p,. 53.

2dy . Lloyd Warner, et al,, "Social Class in America," in Readings
in Sociology, Alfred McClung Lee, editor (New York: Barnes and Noble,

1957), pp. 245=250.




the large numbers of children coning from cultuwral backgrounds
distinct and basically different from the common core of the American
culture, The Spanish Americans, while in a state of transition and j
moving tovards acculturation, can be found on a continuum from no |
acculturation to maximum acculturation, The children coming from the
more acculturated homes may present few cultural problems,

Fron chservation, it can be stated that a large number of Spanish
Americans are in a state of semi-acculturation, thus becoming members
of the lower classes of Anglo society, £t the same time, a large
nunber of children come from backgrounds which are still traditional
and where, in many instances, the parents have 1iﬁt1e or no knowledge
of the :Inglish language,

Thus, in New Mexico, the teachers scem to need, for maximum

effectiveness in their teaching, not only a thorough background of
class value configurations, but also an wnderstanding of the cultural

oriertations of the cultural group whose children they are going to teach,

in this case the Spanish Americans., It is hoped that by nromoting the
teachers' understanding and awareness of the cultural differences, the
developmental problems of these children will be better cared for, It
is also hoped that the curriculum will hecome nore meaningful and the
school experiences of the children will become truly mearingful

learning experiences,

Definition of Terms. For the purposes of this paper, the term

Spanish American will he used to designate all the Spanish-speaking
people in New Mexico who have lived “ere for several generations,

The people who have migrated recently from liexrico and their




first-generation descendants will be called Mexican Americans, The

reason for differentiating between the two is that the respective
cultures of the two groups are essentially different, From observation,
it can be stated that within one or two generations the immigrant
descendants seem to lose the Hexican culfural orientations and adont

the "Spanish American" culture,
II, METHODS OF PROCEDURE

In order that a presentation be uniform in approach, it is
necessary to develop it within a framework of reference, In this
study the action framework of reference shall be used, Some interpre-

o

tations will be made according to Parson's pattern variables,®

According to Parsons, the Spanish American is:

1, Affectively oriented: strong personal relations, rather than
impersonal approaches, were the rule,

2; Self-oriented: a particular good was looked upon with relation
to the individual'rather than to the society 2s a whole,

3, Particularistically oriented: the totality of any given
matter was not locked upon or emphasized, but rather a part
of the whole became the important thing.

4, Ascriptive in relegation of status and prestige: an individval
played a certain status role because of what he was (especially
lineage) and nct because of what he achieved.

5, Specific in scope of interest: he tended to define issues
operationally and not theoreticaliy, Zither a thing performed

its intrinsic intent and was good, or it did not and was useless,

" 3faicott Parsons, The Social System {Glencoe, Illinois: The Free

Press, 1951), p. 198-199,




The action framework depicted in Table I (see page 7) consists
of the institutions in any society together with its normative values
and actual practices in the achievement of its goals.‘ Taking the
institution of religion for a focal point, one finds the institution
teaching certain values to the members of society in Qrder that they
may achieve the life goals, These value orieatations tend to make the
people behave in a certain manner, On the individual level, one is
seiective and may behave in conformity with the dictates of the
culture or devicte from the conforming pattern, There are definite
limits set for deviation and beyond these iimits society places
strong social sanctions against exireme social behavior, Within
these limits, however, the individual or individuals may start

behaving at one or the other extreme, If enough of the people

begin to behave at one end of the extreme, the middlé road, or mean,

moves to a new place and the limits of deviation are redefined, TVhen
enough people accept this mode of behavior, a new behavioral pattern

is set and the value configurations are mocdified or changed and over

a long period of time the actual life goals may be changed, Thus,

we see that culture is an ever-changing and evolving organism,

To further illustrate the peoint, an example from the Anglo
culture will be taken, In the institution of religion, a puritanical
outlook on life (institutional) was taught by that institution in
order that the people get to heaven (1life goail). The madority of
the people conformed to *these value configurations {behavioral
patterns). Howvever, some individuals tended to question the social
norm (specific practices) and began to deviate by becoming more

liberal, Eventually, more and more people became more liberal and
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after a long time, liberality became the norm instead of the rigid
puritanical outiock, This change has constantly been going on SO
that today more and more people are accepting or developing for

themselves a naturalistic religion,

TIXI, GOALS OF LIFE

The literature has consistently reported that the Spanish
American is oriented to the present, ILyle Saunders says, "The
Spénish.American. R ..is likely to be strongly oriented to the
present or the immediate past.“4 Hargaret Head® and Campa6 are in
agreement,

If one examines the time orientation of the Anglo culture, one
finds at least three different time orientations. The upper class
has a wide range in time orientation., They look at the past gener=
ations in their family and glory in the deeds of Grandpa Brewster and
Grandma Priscilla, At the same time, they plan for generations ahead
by manipulation of their estates and firms as well as through marriage,
The middle class is likely te remember one generation in the past and
will plan for one generation in the future, They feel secure in
providing for their children in the form of education and survivor's

benefit insurance, The lower classes have a much narrower orientation

4L.yle Saunders, Cultural Difference and Hedical Care: The Case of the -
Spanish-Speaking People of the Southwest, {New York: Russell Sage Foundation,

1954), po 119.

5Margaret Mead (ed;), Cultural Patterns and Technical Change
(New York: The New American Library, 1955), pp. 162-163,

6A, L, Campa, "Manana is Today," New Mexico Quarterly Review,
Vol, 2, No, 1, ppe. S=T,




in that they do not carry surviver's insuwrance, do not lock to ecucation
for security, and generally do not ncld stable jobs, The lower in socizl
class one goes, the more immediate are the rewards sought, Thus, a
member of the lower-lower class might work one day and expect to be
paid immediately in order that he might buy himself a drink, There=
fore, the time orientation of the Ainglo culture can be visualized in
the form of a "V" (see Table II, page 10),

In analyzing the traditional Spanish Lmerican culture, one finds
a two=class society, Approximately ten per cent belonged to the
patrorn (pa trén) class and the rest belonged tc the peon (pe on) class,

In this kind of social structure one finds approximately the same type

of time orientation. The patron class had as wide a range in time

orientation as the Anglo upper class, and the peon class had a

adiy

narrow range equivalent to the Anglo lower classes, There was a
vacuum, as it were, of middle class orientation., Today, that
vacuum is being filled by a rising middle class among the Sparish
American, Table IXI iliustrates the time orientation of the
traditional ag@ the transitional cultures ir New Mexico (see Table
11T, page 19).

The 1life gozls of the Spanish American tended te complicate his
time orientation, The Spanish had been traditionally Catholic, They
brought their religion with them to the New Torld, Catholicism,

r adapted to the needs of the people, was the way of life of the

New Mexican, Catholicism taught that the purpose of man's stay

in this world is to love and obey God in this life so that he may

be happy with Him in the next, This was a great source of consolation

to the poor Spanish American in his adverse enviromient, He looked
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forvard to the day when he would receive his just and due reward,
Hence, the Spanish‘Americah's goal of life wzs attainment of the
Beautific Vision,

This orientation had strong implications on the attitude of the
Spanish American toward work, poverty, and mastery of the Universe,
The Anglo, because of the Calvinist orientation, has developed 1
capitalism, and has developed a value of mastery over the Universe, | i
The Spanish American in his traditional setting did not particularly |
abhor poverty, because it was as easy for a poor man as for a rich |
man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, In fact, the Bible reminded
him, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for z rich man tc enter the Kingdom of Heaven,"

Thus, the emphasis on life, unlike the Anglo's desire for

accumulation of wealth, was primerily religious, and worldly or
material things were secondary, Work had to be done for survival,

but there was no urge to work for work's sake, This does not

imply that the S, ~ish American was lazy, One look at the massive
mission churches should dispel the idea of laziness, The fact that
they survived on an agrarian eccnomy testified to their willingness
to work.,

The rest of the study will be devoted to interpretation of the
culture through the institutions, There will be some overlapping
because the institutions in any society are closely interrelated
and to tall about one means involving the rest. It is hoped that
through this work a representative picture 17ill be formed of a

culture that has prevailed in New Mexico for almost 400 years..




CHAPTER IT

RELIGION

I, TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

Traditionally, the Spanish American culture was aluost xclusively
Catholic in faith, The Catholic religion is built arocund the Seven
Sacraments, that is, Baptism, Confirmation, the Holy Tucharist, Penance,
Matrimony, Extreme Unction and Holy Orders, The Church teaches that the

sacraments are natural signs which produce supernatural effects,

Baptisn

Baptism is the beginning of a new life, ‘hen Adam fell, according
to the Church, mankind fell, Ifan is born in a state of original sin,

If an infant or an adult dies before being baptized in any form, he is
destined to go to limbo, in the case of an infant, or to hell, in the case
of an adult vho has committed a grievous sin, Baptism washes away the
original sin and thnus prepares a man to participate in the Kingdom of
Heaven,

Since the Spanish Americans believed in the doctrine of original
sin, they took great pains to see that every iniant was baptized, If
the priest was nct available to perfomthe rite, in the event of illness
of an infant or other emergency, a lay person would "pour the vater,"
reciting the Catholic form of baptism: "I baptize thee in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." The child acquired the name

of Juan or Juanito, later the infant was talen to the Church for the

rest of the rite which only the priest couid perform,
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The occasion of baptizing an infant was one of celebraticn, In
the traditional culture a baptism was almost as important for celebra-
tion as a wedﬁiﬁg fiesta, Usually all the fanily and guests waited
at home for the return of the Padrinos, or godfathers, ‘hen they
arrived, a verse was recited and the infant was given back to his
parents, The fiesta continued with wining, music and dancing.

From then on the parents and the godparents were known to each
other as "Compadres," A great amount of respect and mutual goodwill
characterized their relationships hencefarth, The grandparents of
the child also became "Compadres" to the padrinos, recognizing a

strong relationship in family ties,

Confirmation

Confirmation is the sacrament that strengthens man and makes him
a soldier of God, Even though the sacramert itself, in the opinion
of the writer, was not as fully understood and hence not fully
appreciated, it was a solemn occasion, Only a Bishop or Arckbishop
can confer the sacrament of Confirmation., Hence, the coming of His -
Excellency, the Archbishop, was also an event of great moment,

This happened once a year or so, or as seldom as every five
years, At such times, the people would be gathered by the mayordomo,
They would clean the church and decorate it as lavishly as possible,
In some villages where vegetation was scant, the men would go to the
mountains and bring aspen trees and "plant" them as if they were
growing on the spot, The men would meet the Archbishop at a
distance and bring him under a canopy to the door of the church where

the people were waiting to kiss the Pastoral Ring,




According to the Catholic rite, confirmation has alvays been
administerced behind locked doors, Traditionally, as soon as the ritual
was ahout to begin, the congregation vas instructed that the doors
were to be locked, and anyhody not desiring to stay for the ceremony

should leave, The infants would start getting hot and uncomf ortable
and start crying., This did not bother the congregation nor the
celebrants, The rite lasted about forty-five minutes, The parents
then went home together with the god-parent and his spouse for a

minor fiesta,

Holz Coummunion

Holy Communion is the sacrament in which the Catholic partakes
of the Body and Blood of Christ, This is the center or focal point
of the Mass, A child made his First Holy Communion at the time he
entered the age of reason, The child went through a period of
instruction either at home or by some lay woman who gathered the
children in the neighborhood and instructed them in the catechisn,
Many a Spanish merican lived as a Catholic for the rest of his life
with only this meager instruction, The failure to develop an under-
standing of their faith will be discussed later, According to the
precepts of the Catholic Church, each person had to receive Holy
Comnunion during Easter-time, This was the occasion when many
hardy sinners went for the usual "once-a-year" confession and

received the sacrament of Holy Coimunion,

Penance
Penance, better known as Confession, is the sacrament that

‘pardons man's sins, The Church teaches that a priest receives the




pover to forgive sins through Holy Orders, Every Catholic must go
+o confession at least once a year, Women tended to go quite often,
but the men were much more reluctant, Since the precept of the Church
is that a person may not receive Holy Communion unless he is free of
sin, a Catholic in the old days would go to confession before Mass

and receive Holy Communion during Mass, As a result, Confession and
Holy Communion became almest synonymous to the Spanish American,

Many atime, for some reason or other, a person was not able to

receive Holy Communion after going to confession, and the consternation
about "leaving his confession open" was quite great among the whole
family. Upon receiving the sacraments, a person was treated with

high regard for the whole day. 41l his associates were very céreful

not to swear in front of him or to tempt him in any way,

*

Hatrimony

Mﬁfrimony was perhaps one of the sacraments most fully apnreciated
and understood by the Catholic Spanish.American. It meant, liferaliy,
the taking of a person for a lawfully wedded spouse, "to hold and to
keep, in sickness and in health, for the rest of your natural 1ife,"
The divorce rate was almost nil, There were a few rare cases of
abandonment, More will be said about marriage in a later chapter

discussing the family.

Holy Orders

Holy Orders were not understocd by the majority of the Spanish
Americans because it was a sacrament that was far removed from them,
There were some cases of young men going away to the seminary for a

number of years and becoming ordained priests, The Spanish American
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saw the priest not as a human beirg, but as a person especially selected
by God to carry on His "curing" of souls; The priest was the person with
the most influénce, prestige, and authority in the community. The
traditional priest thought nothing of chldihg a man or child as if he
had complete authority over the person. Most of the time the priest

was the only person in the community who had any formal education, He
was not only priest, but also counselor in personal, domestic and

economic matters,

Extreme Unction

Extreme Unction is the last rite that a person receives before he
dies.' This sacrament was asscciated with death and was, therefofe,
probably the least appreciated of alle The usual sacraments adminis-
tered to a dying Catholic are Confession, Holy Communion, and Extreme
Unction, This necessitated bringing the priest before the patient
became uncOnécious. Tt was a running battle throughout between the
priest and the people to have them call him in time, The priest
could do nothing for the dying person if he was unconscious, other
than give him Extreme Unction, The people associated this last
visit of the priest with the person's death and were reluctant to
bring him,

Very expressivé and emoticnal lamenting started the minute the
patient died, Loud‘crying was the custom, Each member of the family
or close friend would cry loudly, telling one reason oOr another why
he lamented the dead person. Sometimes the lamentor would relate a
1ittle story or incident that had transpired between the dead person

and nimself, The sons and Gaughters were brought in lamenting, each
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stating howv the dead person had left him to suffer the reiections of
the rest of the world,

This crying went on throughout the'time that the dead person
was lying in state, usually in his own house, 4 rocm was cleared and
chairs were piaced along the wall, Candles were 1it around the corpse
and each person coming to pay his respects was expected to kneel and
say a prayer for the rest of the soul of the deceased, Thea the
people, usually a whole family, went to the room where the "dolientes,"
the relatives of the departed, were sezted, Each time a nev person or
group came in to pay condolences, a new lament Lurst forth,

Usually the corpse was %ept in state for one or two cays, The
church bells were tolled, messengers were sent in every direction, and
soon everybody within a céftain radius knew of %the passing of this
member of the cormunity., At night the "welorio" (wake) took place.
Most of the commurity came to the wake, Throughout the night different
mourners recited rosaries in front of the corpse, The penitentes came
in as a group and sang sad and heert-rendinz dirges (alabados), These
dirges have cume down through generations by word of mouth or by little
booklets written in script. A book of alabados was a‘treasured thing
and *he booklet that had the most hymns and was written the fanciest
was considered to be the most valuable, The persons, usually two,
singing a dirge would light a candle and say, as a sign that they
were about tc start, "Hail Mary,'most pure," They sang the chorus
first and then a starza, The congregation jeined in the singing -of
the chorus after each stanza, Some of the dirges were extremely

long and many enthusiasts would be completely hoarse the next day from

so nuch singing,
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Outdoors, the men would build a rire and stayed there conversing
about things that interested them mest, A lot of dirty joking went
on and thus care was taken that childreh of certain ages were not
present.’ Social custom did not allow father and son to be in the
same group, If, by accident, hHoth joined the same group, one was
sure to leave, This was a sccial gathering in a sense, bescause
the men did not seem to be consc¢ious that a corpse was lying in
state and that a family was in bereavement only a few paces awzay,
Sometimes there vere sc many around the fire, there was not room for
any more, At such times, somebody would throw a cartridge into the
fire and everybody would scatter, The ones not afraid, or the
quickest to get back after the explosion, got the places closest
to the fire, JIn the several rooms of the house, the women couversed,
The young people mznazed to hide behind the corrals, toilets, and
other out-buildings for a quick get-together, Sometimes the get-

together was quite intimate.

Talk about witches was prevalent at these times, Everybody
believed that it was possible for the dead man's soul to be around
and that he might appear to anyone to request a favor, Naturaliy,
everybcdy was reiuctant to meet with this spirit, face to face, and
nobody liked to go into the dark alone, Sometimes the younger
children would scare the daylights out of ccuples that would be

neclking behind trees, toilets, or barns,
II, MORALITY

The moral code of the Spanish American was based on the teachings

of the Catholic faith, The feudal system of sixtcenth-century Spain was
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carried over into the culture of New llexico, The father was vested
with full authority over the rest of the household, The grandparent
was looked upon as being the seat of wisdoms The Spanish American
was dichotomous in his mores as applied to men and women, to adults
and ciildren, Yhile it was frowned upon for men to sow their wild
oats and for married men to have extra-marital relatioms, it was
strictly taboo fer young women ‘o become pregnant and for married
women *o have extra-marital relations, !Many men had their concubines
living in another community and they spent as much tine with the
concubine as they did with the legally married vwife, Often through
this irregular union, uffspring would resuit, If an unnzrried girl
became pregnant or "acquired a reputation,” she would be almost swre
to live all her life as a spinster, The illegitimaté children wvere
generally acéepfed, but sometimes the more sanctimonious would refer
to them as "bastards,"

Men, since they considered themselves "machos"” {he-ren), indulged
in occasional heavy drinking., But if women were ever seen drinking
outside the privacy of home and family, they acquired a reputation,

Children were supposed to be cbedient to all adults, Since most

persons were related one way or another in any given community,

the children were supposed to "respect" and cbey all elders and to

do their errands, Girls vere strictly chaperoned, but young men or
late teenage boys were aliowed to come and go rather freely., They
had, however, to ask permission from the father to go to a dance or a
fiesta, If the father refused, the boy would have the mother plead
his case with the father and then the father, after scolding the

young man, would let him go,
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The social sancticns applied vwere usually gossip and, at times,
ostracism, Many a young man was thrown out of the fanily household
for continuvous drinking or other misbehavior, The father did not
hesitate tc use a whin on a young man, i girl who became pregnant
vrought shame upon the whole family, The young men would refer to
the girl in front of her brothers with a derogatory term, The
wemen woulé gossip about the young girl, but would be very sympathetic
with the mother because of the "shame" that the girl had brought upon
her, The comadres would cry over the mishap, Once the child was born,
the whole affair was forgotten and no stigma was attached to the child,
Nobedy would take the girl in marriage aftervards, however, If the
girl divulged who wes respcnsible for her pregnancy, the faﬁhef would

demand restitution by making the boy marry the girl,

i

ITI, WITCHCRAFT

Whether the Spanish Aimerican brought his beliefs in witcacraft
from Spain or acquired them through cortact with Indians, or both,
can be debated, But the traditional Spanish American had a substantial
folklore on witchcrzft. They believed that human beings could transfer
themselves into balls of fire and travel along at tremendous speeds by
bouncing along the ground and sometimes flying short distances, Some=-
times these witches would acquire the form of owls or coyctes. Very
few other animals figure in Spanish American witchcraft., The Spanish
American appareantly saw no conflict between his Catholic heliefs and
his belief in witchcraft, This could be either because of his lack
of understanding of the total religion or the Church's doctrine on the

povers of the devil, or for both reasons, The Spanish peopie were
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particularistic in outlook and if the Church failed to exolain a
phenomenon, witchcraft was construed to explain it, The power of
witchcraft varied from locality to locality and from person to
person, but it can be generalized that everybody in his innermost
feelings feared that powver,
Stories about balls of fire being seen are still common in rural

areas, When people saw tumbleweeds blown by the wind, they thought
hey were witches disguised in fleeces of wool, A man would tell
tales of how his friend had lassoed a coyote and immefiately the
coyote turned back into an old woman from the community who begged
him to spare her life and to tell no one of the incident, “Ruidos,"
noises at night, were very significant, . Dead people would announce
their death through these "ruidos" to dear ones who were far away,
An often told story is: "My father used to relate how my grandfather
at the time of his death made noises as if a tent stakec were being
broken and later as if a chain were being dragged," Premonitions
were very prevalent, Then a person died in the community, almost any
person wouid relate how he or she had had a premonition all day that
something drastic was about to happen, The same held true for

accidents,
IV. BLIND FAITH

The Spanish American, thirough lack of education, never logically
analyzed his faith until more recent times, VWhatever the Church
taught was accepted as truth, No rationale was needed, The priests
seldom explained the doctrines of the Church. Usually they scolded

the people for not achering to the moral code or engaged in aesthetic
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expositions of the practices and beliefs of the cihhurch, There were nc
philosophical thoughts advanced as is the case in many 4nglo Catholi
sermons,

The net result was that the people hardly ever grasped the total
picture of their religion, Because of their particularistic and affective
attitudes, more consideration was paid to praying novenas and lighting
candles than to fulfilling their obligations as good practicing Catholics,
Many hardy sinners, with no thought of repentance, implored the help of
God the most. Many persons would not approach the sacraments, the
nucleus of the Catholic faith, but felt that they were the best Catholics
if they had certain masses said, recited certain prayers, and perforned
certain rituals,

The Catholic Spanish American lived his religion every moment of
the day., Men prayed when they gct up, when they went to the fields to
work, when they finished their task of the day, and certainly when any
misfortune befell them, The Spanish American had a hunble perstnaiity
despite the arrogance he might display in overt behavior, He was full
of superstition and fear, and only a Power greater than himself could

give him security,
V. TRANSITIONAL PRACTICES

Many of the things that have been stated above, obviously, do not
apply to all or even a majority of the Spanish Americans today, The
transition has been great and all aspects of Spanish American 1life havn
been affected,

Probably religion has been affected the least except for the fact

that there have been an increasing number of Spanish Americans embracing
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Protestant religions, Protes’antism starte¢ maiting inroads into the
Catholic Church with the establishment of such mission schools 28
*11ison-Jazmes Scheol in 1881, and Menawl School in 1896, Many
embraced the Protestant denominations then, and their off-spring
were brought up “elieving that respective faith, So today, there
are a great number of Protestants among the Spanish Americans,

Religion is vital to most Spanish Americans, One finds women
lighting candles and making novenas, Some mern pray before under-
taking a task and after completing it. Boys make the sign of <he

smemeowe3e hefore ~ntering a basketball game and often recite a Hail
Mary together with the coach, Anyone acquainted‘with the Spanish
culture notices boxers making the sign of the cross befare each
round or at least at the beginning of the bout. The grandmothers
1light candles for the young men or boys abcut to undergo a crucial
task,

The practices and traditions of more than three centuries change
slowly, especially when they relate to a person's beliefs, So that even
among persons vho are quite well educated, one finds a certain amount
_af suﬁerstition. Those heliefs that persist are the old familiar ones
or modifications of them, Belief in witchcraft is overtly exhibited
among only the least acculturated, Some mountain village teachers 3(
sti1ll have a hard time getting students to accept scientific facts
because these facts contradict the old beliefs taught at home by the
parents;ﬂ The teacher will do well not to deride these convictions,
To the extent that he does so, his work will be less effective

among the students,

P -
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The holding power of the Catholic Faith seems to have been weakened
among the Spanish Americans., The traditional confermities have been
questicned by young and old.f The solidérity of the family is being
disturbed by the entrance of women into the field of labor, Vomen
nave become more independent and are less tolerant of deviant
husbandss Hence, divorce has increased greatly.

Another problem has been the increase in addiction to alcoholism.
It probably is the impact of fransition and the resultant effect of
dislocation that has caused the great increase in alcoholism, - It is
a curious fact that the majority of true 2lccholics ameng the Spanish
Americans are men under forty-five years of ages, Alcohol and drugs
have had theizwifgggfmoq_Spanish American youth, One needs only to
scrutinize the newspapers to see the great number of serious offenses
they commit,

Transition has brought about greater freedom for the Spanish
American woman, World War II seems to have been her emancipation,.
Previous to this time, her place was in the home, She was not
mistréated and when sne acquired the role of motherhood, she was,
in a real sense, revered, With lorld Var II came the going away
from home of thousands of men, For the first time in their 1lives,
women couid not account to their husbands for the Getails of daily
life, Of necessity, their independence broadened, Once this
freedom was found, the women were reluctant to forsake it after
the husbands' return,

The schools began to have an impact on the culture, The girls
going through school found it difficult to accept the subordinate

roles imposed on them by the mores of the traditional society,
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Boys, as well as girls, rebelled against parental dominance and one
#inds adolescents continuing sacial activities unchaperoned far into
the night, Without judging their behavior, one can say that, statisti=
cally, there has been a great increase in jllegitimacy among the
Spanish American girls, This goes on mostly in the lower classes
and one should not build stereotypes from isolated incidents,

In the opinion of the writer, the worst in transition has been
overcome by the Spanish Americans, The excesses are on the decline
and the deviant behavior that is still existent, especially in
cities, seems to be 2 "class" more than a "culture" problem, In
other words, the Spanish American who exhibits deviant behavior does
so because he has falien into the lower class of Angle cultiure and
F not because he is Spanish American in transition, To be sure, there

are hundreds that have not yet found themselves in Anglo culture,

There are others, too, that have not begun the transition, The

encouraging fact is that there are many vho have already gone

through the transition and have found their place in an acculturated
society, These perscns are in a position to help others directly,
or through their example, encourage others to go on, For better

or for worse, more and more Spanish American peoplie are accepting

the foikways, mores, and customs of the Anglo culture,
| 2N ? &
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CHAPTER IIX

THE FAHILY

I, THE TRADITIONMAL FAMILY

The Extended Family

If one were to attach hierarchical values to the institutions
of ‘the traditional Spanish American culture, one would have to say
that the fainily was the most important institution., "To be Spanish
is to belong to a familia," says largaret Mead.l This institution
was the binding force of all the Spanish American culture, However,
to dichotomize a culture would be absurd since all the institutions
are interrelated and interdependent, Religion was the basic philos-
ophy and as an institution per se would have been very weak because
of the scarcity of priests in New Mexico, The family nonetheless
derived most of its values from the teaching of the Church and, in
turn, supported it by carrying on within the family religious practices
and observances, Thus, in talking about the traditional Spanish American
family, one is virtually talking about the whole culture, However, this
discussion will be limited to the most essential factors:necessary to
understand the family,

"La Famiiia means more than parents and their children-~it includes

grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, cousins of ‘the third

1M3rgaret Yead (ed,), Cultural Patterns and Technical Change
(New York; The New American Library, 1955), p. 153,




and f‘ourth'de'gree.""2 With this statement, Loomis describes a vast
and complicated interrelationship in the traditional Spanish American
culture known as the extended family, ‘Basically the extended family
was an acknowledgement of blood relationships up to fourth and fifth
generations, Connected with this acknowledgement was a personal
warmth and "we-ness" that each individual held for the other members,
The extended family was headed by the grandfather, a great uncle, or
other distinguished elder. This extended familism was rather informal,
but had great binding power, Hutual respect was accerded each indi-
vidual and each had titles by vhich he vas addressed, The members
would address each other as Cousin, Aunt, Uncie, Father, llother,
Grandfather, or Grandmother, In talking about any member or to

him, his name would be prefixed by his proper title, as, Cousin

Juan or Aunt Maria,

The implications of the extenced family vere manys in rural,
areas an extended family might form a community. In urbanized
centers the whole group would tend to live in the same section of
the city. Probably the greatest implication it had was the mutval
help and support that meﬁbérs gave each other, The extended family
worked a section of land--planting and harvesting it together and
each drawing from the same storehouse throughout the winter, In
the extended family there was no one who suffered hunger alone,

If one had anything, especially food or clothing, he shared it with
his relatives. Religious services vere practiced in the extended

family. Roseries and "velorios" honoring saints were part
y p

2Char];es P, Loomis, Informal Groupings in a Spanish-American Village
(Washingten, -D,C,: U.S, Bureau of Agriculiural Economics, 194%), p. S




of the activities of the extended family. Vhen a member of the
extended family becane i11, it was a matter of great concern tor
all, As late as 1954, Dyle Saunuers found this practice preva111ng.3
Recreation was an extended-famlly activity, with the weeklygaance
being the main feature of family recreation, 2

There was, of course, much:intérrelationship between extended
families, As the communities grew larger with passing generations,
more extended families developed, Sometimes a vhole village would Pe
composed of one extended family; others would contain several extended
families which were originally related, It is the opinion of the writer
that an extended family would start vhen one member questioned the
authority of the head of the extended family, If he were in a position
to do so, that is, if he were a father of many grown sons and had some
grandchildren, he would set himself up as the head of another extended

family, The members respected the head of extended families as they

would their father or grandfahter, In cther vords, the authority

vested in the head of the family was positional, Sometimes these
extended families would coeexist peacefully; sometimes bitter feuds
lasting several years would develop,

With the acquisition of a new economy and with the necessity of
becoming a mobile group, the Spanish American had to abandon the idea
of the extended family as it had existed for centuries, The concept
of extended familism ¢id not die completely, and one still fiinds
remnants of it throughout New Mexico., The blocd relatives might

be scattered over a large geographic area, but the acknowledgment

31yle Saunders, Cultural Difference and Medical Cares The Case of the
Spanzah—SrcaklnF People of the %cuthucst. Tiler Yorl:s vssell Tmre . crndation,
1957), pe ~10=217,
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of the relationship and the "we-feeling" is still there, although
protably not to fourth or fifth degree cousins, The extended family
jdea still gives an entree to the timid rural Spanish American
migrating to a city. From observance, the writer can say that in many
cases one or two nuclear families moved to an urban center and shortly
afterwards a good many other nuclear families folloved, The first
ones to migrate would help the others to settle down and acquire
johs, Today, the Spanishe-speaking population is just about as mobile
as the Anglo, and it is not unusual for a distant relative to stop
overnight at a "cousin's" house instead of going to a hotel or motel,
Although these remnants are still here, the extended family
as such, with the exception of very few cases, is gone from the
Spanish American culiure, Today in the majority of the cases,
blood relationships are acknowledged to first degree (first cousins),
but the mutual respect and heln of the old days is no longer there,
More and more the Sparish American has accepted the non-distributive
values of the Anglo culture,
Saunders writes that in the village culture there were almost
no formal organizations with possible evcepticns being the Church,
the penitente order and irrigation committees, He further states,
Whatever needed to be done could be accomplished largely
through the informal relationships of the community itself,
and there was little need to set up any ad'itional organizations
to pursue any special interest or gcal,
Thus, with the passing of the extended family from the Spanish
American scene, the people were left with no social organization to

facilitate the process of transiticn. Unlike the Indians who have

4Tbid,, pe 137
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their councils and the Anglos who have a vast number of organizations,
the Spanish Americanstoday have no formal organizations to direct and
coordinate their activities, Two notable exceptions are the LUIAC and

the G,I, Forum, However, many Spanish Americans view these two organe

-

izations with suspicion and sometimes outright hostility,

Many attempts have been made to organize Spanishe-speaking people
in the Southwest for various purposes, But until recently, with one
or two exceptions, they have been failures, Two regional organiza=-
tlons, the Alianza HlSpanoque *jicana and the League of United Latin
American Citizens, have been in existence for a fairly long time,
but one is 1arge1y a fraternal insurance grcun anc the other a
loosely organized series of local councils that have had no
consistent regional prozram and only sporadic success in some
local communities, Neither has exercised any long-range influence
among the Spanish-speaking group. In 1952 the most vigorous
organizations anong the Spanish-speaking veterans who were
organized under the dynamic leadnrynlp of a Corpus Christi
physician, and who, largely in south Texas, were meeting with
some success in their flght to eliminate discrimination against
Spanish-speaking people, 1mprove health and educztional conditions,
and make their influence felt in local an? state politics, The
Community Service Organization, working largely with urban pecnle,
in Los Angeles and other parts of southern California, was moving
tovard virtually the same objectives, Both undoubtedly owe much
of their success to the fact that they have been active among
people who have come to knovw and apvrec;ate the necessity for
and effectiveness of organization in the Anglo culture,

There arc many acculturated Spanish Americans who belong to social
organizations such as the Elks, or Knights of Columbus, but it is within
an Anglo atmosphere and these organizations can not be identified with

the Spanish culture,

K4

The Nuclear Family

In the traditional Spanish American family it was difficult sonee
times to distinguish between the nuclear and the extended family. The
sons, upon marriage, would build their residences in close proximity to

the father's household, The married daughters gencrally moved to the

SIvid., p. 91-92,
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new "family's" residence, Hencefbrth, sne would technically belong
to another family, but she continued to call her father's home "mi
casa,"

In the closenass of the residences there was much interrelationship
among the married brothers and the father, The children grew up as if
they belonged to one family, Except for'the titles given, there
probably was no differentiation in affection given to a mother or an
aunt by the children, The property of one was virtually the property

of the other, There was exchange of help and women sent each other

plates of food, 4 child could sit at the table both at his home and
at the home of his uncle or grandfather, A1l elders exercised parental
authority and the children learned to obey them, This included obed-

jence to all siblings older than themselves,

Within the nuclear household, one could find a large kitchen
which served as a dining room and one to three bedrooms according to
the size of the family, There were no bathrooms and washing ahd bathing
were done in the kitchen, Several children slept in one bed or on the

floor, The father and mother slept in a bed by themselves or with

infants still nursinge.

Relationships petween husband and wife tended to be sedate and
seeningly unaffectionate, The wife was considered subordinate to the
husband, but, by no means, subjugated, The husband was, in all senses
of the term, the head of the family, Since the role of the father
was to be the head of the family, all major decisions were made by him,
He would do this with or without consultation from his wife or older
sons, He had complete authority over his household, but if the

father (now grandfather) intervened, he would give in to the older
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man who by now was considered the seat of wisdom, The father tended
to be paternalistic, but if the necessity arose, he would become
autocratic. The mother was the affection of the whole family, The
children cried on her shoulder and rade her ask favors for them from
the father,

The father taught his sons the trades necessary for rural
subsistence, suck as farming and riding; the mother taught the
daughters the éﬁlinary arts of a simple society. The place of the
mother was in tihe home teaching the childrer to obey, to pray, and
tc become loving and obedient servants of the Lord, She usually led
the family in hightly prayers; As in all cultures, the mother was
closer to the daughters, although, overtly, she gave more affection
to the sons, Sister Van der Eerden found that this closeness betveen
mother and daughters existed nct only up to the time that the
daughters were married, but also through the child-bearing pe:fiod.6

The Spanish American boy's ambition was to beccme like his
father, This he managed to do since choices in vecaticns were
limited, At a very early age he started tending the sheep or goats
or millking the cows, Vhen he got older, he would help on the farm
with such chores as hoeing and gathering hay, If the sheep had to
be moved to sunmer pastures, the older sons would go to the sheep
camp for the season, The daughter's place, like the mother's, was in
the home, She was subordinate to the brothers much in the same manner

that the mother was to the husband, In general, they were zealously

chaperoned,

6 * ° b 1 o * . L
Sister Iucia Van Der Zerden, "iHaternity Care in a Spanish-imerican
Community in New Mexico," Anthropological Series, No, 13 (Vashington,

D.C.: Catholic University of America, 1948), pe8e




There was another source of relationship in the family that

has no significant counterpart in other cultures, That relationship
was found between the "padrinos" (godparents) and the child, The
parents and the godparents addressed each other as "compadre,"

Great respect and warm friendships developed between the compadres,
Rev, Candelaria, a Presbyterian minister, praises this function
of the Catholic Church highly.7 The children themselves were

treated as if they iere sohs or daughters of the padrinos and in

turn, the godchildren showed obedience and respect to them as if

they were their parents,
A1l in all, the Spanish American family was a strong unifying
force that kept the culture alive for many years, It provided for

the welfare of the society remarkably well despite the isolation

and other hardships that the people encountered in a semi-arid

region,
II, THE TRANSITIONAL FAMILY

As in all phases of the Spanish American culture today, the
family unit is on a vast continuum of acculturation; The residences
range from the traditional adche to the modern household with as much
utilitarian appeal as the.Angio; The family organizatiocn in the
nuclear setting is alse varied-«from the subordination of the women
and children to an entirely democratic manageihent through family

councils and a surging feeling of independeﬁde on the part of womeny

The father may still be the Head of the family, but the sons and

7ilev. J, I, Candelaria, Pastor, Second Presbyterian Church,
Albuquerque, New lMexico,

&
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daughters are also holding jobs. In many cases, especially with
young couples, both the husband and wife are working,

Spouse relationships have changéd to the extent that women
are accorded more status and prestige. One finds women as active
in the various professions as men, There is a vast number of women
in the teaching profession as well as in clerical work and politics.
This change has brought about an independent feeling among the
women, While in the traditional culture divorce was virtually
unknovn, today the incidence is rising, This growing independence
and the realization that the Welfare Department takes care of abandoned
families are major causes of the increase of the divorce rate, In the
traditional culturc strong sanctions from the Church and the community
prevented divorce, Today, because of laxness in religion and economic
independence, women no longer fear the separation of the husband from
the family,.

The weakening of the family has caused the dislocatioﬁ factor
to become critical, Dislocation occurs when society makes certain
demands on a person that are opposing or contradictory to the
expectations of the family., 4s a resuit of the cunfiict, the person
with no deep orientations in either culture has no one from vhom to
seek guidance and help., He can not turn te the school and church or
other social institutions because they brought the conflict into the
open in the first place. He can not turn to his family because it
is not in accord with the demands placed on him by society, In a
situation such as this, the individual will formulate his own value

orientations, Such values tend to be shallov and shorteranged and

usually socially unacceptable,
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One finds expression of dislocation among the Spanish American
adult in the form of alcoholism and extra-marital relations, Among
boys, the Pachuco gang offers release tor aggression and }he acquisition
of security. Among teenage girls, there is more promiscuity than was
known in the traditional culture. The copying of extreme extrovert
behavior from the Anglo culture such as dress, using cosmetics,
chewing gum, and smoking in the strects are types of marginal behavior
noted,

The internal control of the family has vealered in many cases.
lany parents are also in a state of disiocation, On the farm, the
father had the respect and prestige of the family. In the urban
center where the best jobs he could get vere menial and lov-paying,
he became personally disorganized and the children no longer accorded
him the status and prestige he enjoyed before, The mother, vho was
used to hard work on the farm, did not know vhat to do with herself,
Thus, she alsq felt iil at ease. ihe children tended to gei out of
hand because the neighborhood in which they lived was usually the
less desirable residence area in the city, Their peers exhibited
typical marginal behavior, suci: as drinking, drug adtiction and the
like, Because they wanted to belong, they accepted this as expected
behavior,

Naturally, the above is true of only a portion of the Spanish
American population, This nortion, in our social class system, would
be designated as the lower class. From this group, there is, today,
a rising middle class. These middle-class parents are represented

in several professions and afford homes in excellent residential




areas, For all practical purposes they are rearing their families
in the best traditions of the middle-class Anglo culture,
.

Exactly what proportion has adoﬁted the values of each respective
social class is immaterial, The important thing to remember is that
within an urban setting, one finds the Spanish American in situations
ranging from lover-lower class to upper-niddle class, In rural areas
one finds the Spanish American on a continuun from little or no

acculturation to almost complete acculturation, with the majority

at the lover end of the scale,




CHAPIER IV

EDUCATION

In this frontier situation there was 1little nesd for formal
education, The priests and parents drilled children in Church
doctrine, Scmetimes the local scribe or priest was employed by
a family or two ito give instruction in reading, writing and
counting to the children for a few weeks a year, Literacy was
the exception rather than the rule, There was 1ittle to read,
only an occasicnal agreement to sign, communicztions were by
word of mouth, and letters were rare, The counting that was
needed could be carried by talilies, Weights and measurements
were approximate as there was ro need for arithmetic refine=-
ment, Though, in rare instances, a leading family might
send a son to school in far-off llexico, the priesthoed
offered the only career in which such training was wvarranted,
The duties of public office required but little more educa=
tion than was needed in ordimary affairs, It is understand-
able, then, that the people shouid have little interest in
education and should place no great importance on book
learning, Formal schooling did not fit into the culture and
economy of the colony,l

Thus George Sanchez very aptly describes the situation in colonial

New liexico as far as education, as the Anglo knows it, is concerned,
There was much inforszl education going on as is the case with any
group of people, The boys learned the manual arts from the fathers

and the girls learned housekeeping from the mothers, The family

taugh’ the folkways and mores of the society to the children, Peer
group interaction contributed to this informal education, But formal
education was virtually unknown and the lack of appreciation for
education has persisted until today, This status had great reper-

cussions in the 1ife of the New Mexican,

1George I, Sanchez, Forgotten People (Albuguerque: University of

New Mexico Press, 1940), p, 8.




Following Kearney's bloodless conquest, the Anglo culture assumed
dominance, With the Anglo-Americans came ruthless politicians and
merchants, They acquired the water rights and land of the people,
The New liexican, who had built his feolkways and mores on the good
will of his neighbor; found himself being exploited to the end by
the Anglo, He failed, completely, to understand the bitter, compet-
itive nature of the Anglo, The exploitation caused him to fear,
resent and hate the intruder, Yet, the nev order did little or
nothing to bridge the cleavage between the two cultures, No effort
was made to bring the Spanish American, who was a foreigner in
culture, into the American fold, Before 1890 there were virtually

no public schools in New Hexico and the only education available

was that provided in private or parochial schools,

S~nchcz states:

Though congress made grants of land to the territory for
educational purposes, the national government never made due
recognition of its responsibilities to the native pecple of
the region acquired from Mexico, It failed to take note of
the fact that those people were, in effect, subject peoples
of a culture and of a way of life radically different {rom
that into which they were suddenly thrust by a treaty
(Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848), The government also
failed to appreciate the fact that the territory lacked
the economic resources, the leadership, and the adminis=-
trative devices necessary to launch an eff ective program
of cultural rehabiliitation,

Ibid., pe 24
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Even after 90 years of belonging to the United States, that is,

1940, there were few educational opportunities available to the great
majority of Spanish Americans, Before the coming of the WPA, the
school buildings through the northern part of the state were one-
room hovels, The school term ranged from four to six months, The
teachers were inadequately prepared, and many of them succumbed to
cultural defeatism and ceased to care, From these shambles emerged

a few rugged, individualistic Spanish American youth who surmounted
the obstacles, acquired some formal education, and in turn, became
teachers., If the history of any given Spanish American cormunity

is traced, it will be found that in the majority of cases, educational
advancement took place only after these dedicated teachers took over,
Known to the writer are several communities that have had, as yet,

no high school graduates,

Thanks to the WPA, there were many new school buildings

erected, With the enactment of the Equalization law in 1949, there
were more equal opportunities given to the Spanish American, Even
though this act is far from being adequate at the present, it did
give better advantages to the children of New Mexico, Consolidation,
especially in rural areas, has been one great asset to educational
achievement., Today, despite the isolation, most children attend
consolidzted schools which are in a position to afford better

programs .

There still remain, however, the three common elerents, the

barriers that all subcultures suffer in the process of acculturation,

These are the language barrier, the experience barrier, and the

culture barrier, These are formidable and place the students at
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a disadvantage in acquiring the curriculum, which in all probability
is geared to middle-class Anglo culture, The result is a great
incidence of educational retardation, low scoring on any type of
standardized tests, and finally, defeatism on the part cf the

studeat as he progresses through school if remedial help is not

given,

language Barrier

Ine language barrier exists when a student comes to school with

”~

1ittle or no Inowledge of English, He has to learn the new language,
the most important aspect of which is having te thinlk in the new
language., The Spanish American developed a high degree of ethno-
centrism, as exempiified by such expressions as "miraza," (my race),
and held to the mother tongue with grcat teracity., Before World
Var II, most children came to school with little or no knowledge

of the English language. Moreover, Spanisi continued to %e

spoken in the home, The parents ﬁrobably knew little or no English
and did not encourage the children to carry on a conservation in
Engiisi at any time, The peer group, coming frem the same circume
stances, preferred to talk iw Suanish, The child heard and spoke

Engiish only at school, either irn class discussion or with the

teachers, He continued to talk Spanish on tke playground or in

-communication with his peers. Thus, this partial participation

in two languages becomes a progressively limiting factor in the
educational achievement of children,
How curtailing to educational progress such a situation can

be may be seen from the fact that all of the curriculum, with the




exception of the manual arts or vccational education, is verbal,
Throughout the day the child in a typ;cal school is engaged in
speaking, writing or reading, As an exanple, if a Spanish American
student is only half as proficient as an Anglc child in the use of
English, it stands to reason that with such a verbal curriculum,
the Anglo child is going to be twice as successful as the Spanish
child, other things being equal, In testing intelligence and
achievement, the Spanish American child consistently scores lower
than the Anglo without respect to native endowment, A passing
remark was made by a student in a college workshop: "I'd hate to
be tested for proficiency or for intelligence on my meager knowledge
of Japanese," FEells and Davis have shown that almost all standard-
ized tests in use today are discriminatory against students of

lower classes and students that have English as a second 1anguage.3

Experience Barrier

The experience barrier exists when a student has a very
limited 1life space, or environment, For example, one child in
the classroom has traveled with his parents on summer vacations,
has been to foreign countries, and has access to many books at
home, In cther words, the parents are typically middle class and
give their child all opportunities within their means, This child,

one could say, has a wide range of experiences that he¢ brings with

3Kenneth Eells, and others, Intelligence and Cultural Differences
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1951), p. 3-38,
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him to school, ioreover, he will, in all probabdility, keep widening
the range of experiences because of his home situation, On the
other hand, a child whose parents are pcor, who has no travelling
experience, who has no hooks zt home, whose parents are uneducated
and care little for the educational progress of the child, has
a very limited life space, According to psychological theory,
a child starts learning where he is, emotionally and experientially,
One can readily see the teaching-learning problems presented by these
two individuals in a trpical classroom sitvaiion, The former child
has more experiences on which he can build relationships to the
nev conepts that he is acquiring in school, He a2lso has more material
at his disposal with which to solve problens,

The Spanish American children of teoday are found in a variety
of situations, The rural child, vhile he has more geographic
area to explore than the urban child, has a mcre limited number
of artifacts and persons with vhich to interrelate, Thus, his life
space is narrover than that of his city counterpart, The field
of evperiences that he brings to school is limited, What he learns
will be more of a vicarious nature than {irsthand relaticnships of
new concepts to former ideas, The urban child may reside in
area, from the best to the worst, The children of niddle-class
Spanish American parents will be no different in the range of
experisnces than the Anglo children, In the poorer areas, the
childrer will have a very limited life space, They usually come
from parents who are unacculturated, from loveincome families,
and from peer groups such as Fachucos, héy have a narrow range
of experiences and tend to have a negative attitude toward school,

The metivation from the family is almost nil,
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The Culture Barrier

The culture barrier exisis when the culture or life style of the
family tends to be different from, and at times opposite to, the
culture of the school, Havighurst 4emphasizes that the culture of
the school is typical lower-middle class, The teachers, regardless
of class origin, have internaiized the lower-middle class values.
Thus, they perpetuate these values and tend %o pass judgment on the
achievement of the children in terms of tiese values, One of the
principal values of middle-class Anglo society is achieverent and
success? However, the lower classes do not recognize this value

and neither does the Spanish /imerican culture, Instead, it is an

ascriptive culture, that is, it gives status and prestige for what

a person is (lineage), and not for vhat he does, There are other
- values which are conf110t1ng or extremely different between the
Anglo and the Spanish cultures, If a teacher is not cognizant of
the differences between the two, she is liable to dub the Spanish
child as stupid, lazy, antl-social and all the other stereoctypes
that are usually applied to mirority groups,

According to Parsons, some of the major differences between
the goals of the Anglo and the traditional Spanish American ares

1. The Anglo tends to give status and prestige to achievement

and success; The Spanish American tends to give prestige

4 Rebert J, E rxgnurst and Beranice L, Neugarten, Society and
Education (Boston' A1iyn and Bacon, Inc.,lJS:), p. 181-185,

5 Robin"M, Williams, Jr., American Society, A Sociclogical

Suresm.a Wl A @ 9 .‘—ﬁ-.—

Interpretation (New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 5*\ De 350-394,

6 Talcott Parsors, The Social System (Glencoe, Illinoiss
The Free Press, 1951), pe 195-100
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and status on ascription, that is, not for what an individual
does, but for what an individual is, especially family lineage.,
The Anglo is universalistic in berspective; the Spanish
American is particﬁlaristic. That is to say, the Anglo

1ooks at the wholeness of the situation, tending to forget
and sacrifice individuals for the goals in mind; the Spanish
American looks at the individual and the particular thing,
tending to forget the wholeness of the situation,

The Anglo is affectively neutral, that is to say that the
role of the individual is locked upon first as a professional
one and not as a person closely afiected by the other party
because of friendship, relationship, or any cther personal
matter, For example, a doctor looks at himself as a doctor
and secondly as a Triend to the patient he is treating. The
Spanish American tends to he affective in that he looks at
himself as a friend, a father, a relative or the like while
at the same *time 1ooks at an individual in the professional
capacity that the role demands, Thus a husinessman looks

at himself as a brother to the person who is asking him for
credit and secondly és a businessman vho is dealing with a
customer,

The Anglo has diffuﬁéd values, that is to say, he sets goals
regardless of whether one or more individuais will be hurt

in the process as long as the majority of the people benefit
by ite. The Spanish American looks at the specific good.

that a particular thing will bring to one individual and
forgets the well-being of the comnunity in deing good for

the one individual,
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According to Saunders the differences between the two cultures

are:

1., language, Language, of course, is a major difference., In
tbe language differences, he emphasizes‘Fhe orientations
of the two people as expressed by their idioms., He cites
Campa's famous phrase, that in Spanish the clock "walks"
but in English it "runs," which illustrates the tempo of
the two cultures,

2, Time Orientation, He gives the orientation to time as a

major difference. The Anglo, being futuristically oriented,
differs in his values from the Spanish American who is
oriented to the present,

3., Attitudes toward change, Another major difference that

Saunders points out is the attitude toward change, The
Anglo is highly oriented toward change; the Spanish .‘merican
may mistrust the changing future into which the Anglo so
buoyantly rushes,

4, Status and prestige, The Anglos are doers, OStatus and

prestige are given for what an individual does, One has

only to say that so and so is a superintendent and he is

categorized with a certain amount of status and prestige,
or he might be a plumber and the same holds true, Not so
with the Spanish American, Status and prestige are

not given for individual efforts but for what a person

is, especially on the factor of family lineage,

7L‘yle Saunders, Cultural Difference and Medical Care: The Case of

the Spanish-Speal-ing People in the Southwest (New York: Russell vage
Forndatien, 1954), pp, 111-140,
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5, Attitudes toward acceptance and resignation, Saunders also

points out the differences in attitudes toward acceptance
and resignation, The Anglo is the master of the universe,
Ye is forever seeking to improve conditions, The Spanish
American, by contrast, is likcly to meet difficulties by
adjusting the them rather than by atteupting to overcome
them,

6. Attitudes toward dependence aud independence, ‘the differ-

ences in attitudes are that the Spanish “‘merican gives no

high value to independerce; the Anglo, on the cther nand,

has as one of his principal valucs the preference for

independence and a corollary dislike and distrust of

the dependent state,

he writer wishes to interpclate that the above citations, both

from Parsons and Saunders, are generalizations, They have a basis of
truth in them., Any given stereotype will have individuals conforming

to them and this is the basis for truth, The danger comes in categore-

izing ~i1 the pesple in any given society by a sterectype, The differe

-

3

ences in the extremns of one group tend to be greater than the mean

of the differences of two groups, Thus it is prudent on the part of
the teacher tc treat each individual on aun individual hasis and use

the backlog of cultural knowledge only as a possibility for explanation
of the indivicual's behavior, The Spanish American is a society in a

great state of flux and vhat was true tea years ago may no longer be

true today,
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The Status Quo Tocay

One might ask, "What advances have been made in the education

of the Spanish American?" To answer that question, it is well to
compare the findings of Sanchez in 1940 with some statistics of today,
Sanchez states that:8

1, Almost a hundred years after becoming Americen citizens a
bread gap still separates them from the culture which
surrounds them, In lieu of adequate instruction, they
have clung to their language, their customs, their
agricultural practices, Though no fault can he found
with a society because it seeks io perpetuate worthy
elements of its culiure, it is to be regretted that, in
this instance, the process has not been accompanied by
suitable adaptaticns,

2. The U,S. Census of 1930 revealed that 12,3 per cent of the
the people in New Mexico were illiterate, Ihen compared
with other states, Hew Mexico ranks third from the lowest
in literacy,

3, The educational level of the Spanish-speaiing population
is most vividly portrayed by school statistics. Though
children from this sector [Hz is talking about the
counties with almost all Spanish American populatio§3
of the population constitute one half of the public
school errolliment, they ma%e up less than cne-fifth
of ihe enrollment of the twelfth grade, Of almost
sixty thousand Spanish-speaking children enrolled
in school mors than one-half are in the first three
grades, Over cne-third of the total enrollment of
these children is found in the first grade, In every
grade beyond the first, more than 55 per cent of the
children are more than two years over-age for their
grade, Generally speaking the achievement of the
Spanish-speaking child in school subjects is not only
far below national standards but z1lso below state
averages,

4, Bducational practices in New Hevice have been patterned
after those developed in the Middle Tlest and in the Fast
for peopies and conditions vastly different from those
obtaining here,

5, The school program is based on the fallacious assumption
that the children come from English-speaking homes—- _
homes that reflect American cultural standards and traditions,

Sanchez, op. Cit., pe 28~35,

8
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The unresponsiveness of the school to the environment of
New Mexican children tends to force them out of school,
Most of these children leave school before they have
learned enough to help them become effective in improve
ing their environmental conditions, They leave school
not only without an adequate knowledge of fnglish but
without the rudiments of education in health and work
habits, in social practices and personal duties,

In the school year 1937-1938 New Mexico spent $51 per
pupil in average daily attendance for the total current
expenses of the public schools, That year, each of the
four counties with the highest percentage of Spanish-
speaiting population spent less than $35 per pupile--
less than half the amount spent by the county with the
highest expenditurese o « e The first distribution of
the state public school equalization fund in the 1939
490 school year gives the four most 'Spanish' counties
less than 350 per classroom unit, In that distribution,
the average for the state is about $90, one county
(ameng the lowest in proportion of Spanish-speaking
population} receiving about %160 per unit,

Tt seems almost unbelievable that, insisting as we

do that the American of Spanish cdescent learn English,
we give him less opportunity to learn that language
than is given to any other group in the states o+ o »
It would be truly remarkable if, in the face of these
obstacles, he should achieve cultural success,

In the analysis which follows, the reader is asked to refer

back to the quotations bearing the same number for comparison

purpcses,

1.

The writer is unable to generalize on the extent of the

"broad gap" that exists between the Spanish American and
the Anglo in New Mexico, However, from observation it can
be ncfed that there are in New llexico a great number of

unacculturated Spanish Americans, There are a great

number of old pecple that do nol speal: t:e Inglish language,

Among the young there are many who stopped their formal
education early and as a result, de not speak the English

janguage fluentiy and cdo not begin to understand the Anglo
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folkways and mcres, Along the continuum of acculturation,
there are a number of people that exist in a half-Spanish
half-Anglo vorld, They have aécepted some of the folkways
and mores of the fnglo but stili retain the Spanish values,
Still. others are highly acculturated and have lost all the
Spanish values, practically speaking, About the only
contact they have with their culturc is the language and
the food, There are very few Spanisn Awericans in the
state who have completely lost cultmral contact, The
reader is referred to Table II on nzge 10, At the same
time it is possible to find Spanish Americans highly
acculturated in one or two fields but still quite

traditicnal in others, The whole situation is very

complex and almost impossible to measure,

2, The data pertaining to illiteracy were not included in the
1950 census report because nationwide it was becoming very
insignificant, Wowever, the 1950 census gives the median
vears completed in school by persons of Spanish surname
of age twenty-five and over as being 6,1, Returning
World War II veterans took advantage of the 6,I, Bill;
hence, these figures have changed completely, No new

data are available as of now,

3, The State Department of Educztion no longer has available
separate statistics on school earcilment for the Spanish
American, Thus, it is impossible to give a direct comparison,

However, the per cent of dron-outs for the Spanish American




50

before completion of the twelfth grade can safely be assumed
to be higher than the state or the national rates, For
example, in a school known %o the writer, the percentage
of drop-outs was approximately 75 per cent, This community,
in the writer's estimation, was an average northern New

Mexico community,

4, As far as classroom practices are concerned, it can be
safely assumed that the schools in the state are generally
following the same patterns of instruction as described by
Sanchez nearly two decades ago.9 From 1935 to 1940
Dr, Tireman conducted the East San Jose study10 and in 1939
he commenced the Nambe study.11 The latter was terminated
by the war, In both of these studies the problem of
bilingualism was attacked with great success. 4 school
curriculum was built on the community school idea, It
was demonstrated that the Spanish children with their
unique background required different methodology,.

Methods of instructions were experimentally developed
and applied, locally, with considerable success,
Subsequently, various reports were made by Dr, Tireman,
In terms of widespread acceptance, the studies can not

be termed as being successful, “hy the methods advocated

9Tbid.

1

Osan Jose Experimental School, We Learn English, A Preliminary
Report of the Achievementi of Spanish-Speaking Pupils in New Mexico,
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, July 1936),

11Loyd S, Tireman and Mary Watson, A Community School in &
Spanish-Speaking Village (Albuquerque: University of New lMexico
Press, 1948).,
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by Tireman and his associates were not adepted in the state
is a moot question that has never been satisfactorily answered,

¢

The scrools continued, and still persist in using, the methods

developed for Middle Yest and Eastern schools,

The same fallacious assumption; namely, that the children
come from English-speaking homes, still exists today, A
review of the course offerings throughout the institutions
of higher learning reveals that there is little attempt
made to cope vith the problems of education of the Spanish
American, However sound in theory all educatioral courses
may be, in actual practices they fail and cause frustration
both to the teacher and students if the specific cultural

background of the pepulation served is not taken into

account, , .

\,

Much cof what was said under Noe S can be repea%ed here,
The children that drop out from school do so because the
curriculum is not satisfying their needs, The schools
have failed to give a workable knowledge of the English
language to these sarly drop-outs., The schools have
failed to qualify them, occupationally, for any but the
most menial jobs, Furthermore, they have falled to
acquaint these children with the social graces necessary
for successful participation in the Anglo cuiture, The

resentment that these students have toward the sciicol can

not be easily erased,




7. Unile the writer does not agree with Sanchez's method of

comparing the opportunities available to the Spanishe-
speaking student with those of the rest of the state,

he agrees in principle: those who need the most are
getting the least, Comparison by ner capita cost is

not a true base because the situations in each system
are different., A metropolitan area may have the least
per cepita cost and yet be giving the best school program
of ferings in comparison with the rest of the state, At
the sawe time, the system with the highest per capita
cost may be offering theleast desirable program Lecause
of its isolation and other adverse conditions., A better
index, it seems to the writer, wouid be teachers' salaries,
An examination of average teacher's salaries revealed a
range in 1955-1956 from $4,223 in a northern New liexico
system to $5,668 in a southen;system.lz The discrepancy
is too great, If salary is an indicator of the quality
of service, then the odds are in favor of the Anglo
population because the lowest paying countries in the
state happen to be predominately Spanish American in
population, Another comparable index is the direct-
charge budget cost per pupile The direct charge per

capita cost in 1956-1957 ranged from $226,00 per pupil

12pybiic School Finance Division, Statistics, Fiscal Year 1958.1959

(Sanxa Fe- Deparument of Finance and AGministration, State of New ilexico,




in one southeastern listrict to $4.90 per pupil in a

13 s this equal opportunity? Lack of

northern one,
opportunity together with cultural defeatism has
released a downward spiral of ignorance, apathy, poverty,
and all their consequences in a segment of the Spanish
American population, The vicious circle is hard to

break and only with concentrated efforts can these

econle regain honorable plares in society,
g P

8, It has been truly remarkable that in the face of these
obstacles, some Spanish American people have achieved
cultural success, Today, one findSKSpanish iimericans
in all walks of 1ife, There are me&ical doctors,
college professors, lawyers, dentists, teachers,
nurses, clerks and stenographers, The number in the
middle-class bracket is not too large, but is increasing,
As each Spanish American rises into the ranks of the
middle class, the chances are increased for others to
follow, What the Spanish American wants is equality of
opportunity. Meny will not take advantage of their
opportunities, but then it will be an individual
problem and not a problem of one dominant culture
preventing a minority culture from obtaining equal

status,

13 New Mexico Taxpayers Association, This is How Public Schools Are
Financed in New Mexico, A "Know Your Government" Report prepared in

Cooperaﬁisﬁ with the State Educational Budget Auditor (Santa Fe: New

Mexico Taxpayers Association, April 1957), pe 2829,




TABLE ITI

SCHOOL ENRCLLMENT AND YEARS OF SCHOOLING

POPUIATION OF NEW MEXICO COUNTIES

1950
Counties Percent h
(Spanish=- of Ages 4 Yrs,
Speaking) 5-17 in No 1-7 Yrs, 8 Yrs, 4 Yrs, or More
School Schooling Schooling Schooling High School College
Rio Arriba 78,5 14,1 47.1 12,2 8,9 1.5
(80%) | :
Taos 82,0 12,4 46,7 11,0 11.0 3.7
(81%) ' |
Mora 81,7 9.0 61,8 10,2 449 2,0
(35%) ' | .
San Miguel 77,5 9.8 43,7 14,1 10,2 545
(77%)
Guadalupe 83,5 6¢3 48,4 12,3 10,9 3.0
(75%)
TOTALS 80,6 10,3 49,5 11,9 9,1 3.1
(Average)
Predominantly Anglo Counties in New Mexico
Chaves 787 2,5 24,1 12,3 23,9 Ge7
Curry 81,4 1,4 25,1 16,7 20,4 5a4
Eddy 81,4 7.Q 26,2 12,3 18.8 645
Lea 7640 1,2 21,1 16.0 21.6 6,2
Quay 82,8 2,6 26,7 17.7 22,3 4.6
Roqsevelt 86,4 0.6 26,3 17,1 16,4 6.4
ICIALS gg,5 340 24,7 14,8 20,9 642

(Average) g

(Bureau of Business Research, Business In
Cold Facts for Welfare Workers in New liexico,

University of New Mexico in 1950, these are the results
in the state of New Mexico,

" June 1953,)
According to statistics compiled by the Bureau of Business Research at ine

formation Series, No., 22, "Sone

‘ of the school wnrogram
The totals do no: add to 100#%, possibly because

of the rumber actively enrolled in college, but this factor is not pertinent
for comparison purposes,




CHAPTTK V
ECONOMIC

The Spanish people in New Mexico were children of the earth,
Reid siates, "There is a fervent love of the land vhich keeps many
Spanish Americans from seeking work elsewhere where eccnomic conditions
might be better.ﬂl The Spanish Americans came into New lexico at the
time vhen the Industrial Revolution was not yot in its embryonic
stage, Because of the virtusl cultural vacuum that evisted for
hundreds of years, the Industrial Revolution had no impact in New
Mexico., The feudail culture of sixteenth-century Spain was transplanted
in New Mexico with utnost fidelity,. There was the two-class social
stratification with ahout ten per cent belonging to the patron and
the rest to the peon class, An agricultural eccnomy seems to fit
vest this type of social structure, The pairon class contrived to
maintain the agricultural, two-class systen,.

Through r;yal patronagc sume cclonists were able to acquire
grants of land known as mercedes, Community life was organized
around them, There vere some hcmesteads owned individually, but
the grant was owned by the cemmunity, The ditch association insured
‘everycne vater rights,

Those that were nore successful in land tillage and stock raising

emerged intc the patron class,. Though the theoretical cleavage
g P g

15, T, Reid, It Happened in Taos (Albuguerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1946), p. 10.
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existed in the stratificatjon of Nev ilexican society, as it does in
most two-class systems, in the daily social life it was almost non-
existent, The patrones sometimes were closely rclated to nuclear
families of the peon class. The interrelationships were mos tly
cordial and the simplicity of the organization was able to survive
because it depended on the mutual good will of its members, The
land was cultivated by family groups and harvested in the same way,
Grazing was done with no difficulty over the land that belonged to
the community and there were no stifling regulations imposed on the
people, Thus, as Saunders says, "The economic unit was the community,
not the individual,"2

A new kind of economy was introduced by the inglo about 1845,
The pecple were totally unprepared for this sudden change that sheok
the very foundations of their culture, They had no tradition of
democracy, of competition, or of achievement and success, They
had built a communal culture where the voluntary participation
of each member contributed to the well-being of the community,
This had seen them through centuries of isolation and wrestling with
a hostile enviromment., The New Mexican produced only as much as
he needed to subsist, There were nc markets where he could sell
his sheep or cattle, There were no facilitics to transport his
produce, In fact, each community was self-subs’stent and to
produce more than would be consumed was viewed as gluttonous, Some
measures were taken for the security against dry years ahead, but
within %he unwritten history of the New Mexican, there are no legends

or traditions of starvation or want,

"8

zuyle Saunders, Cultural Difference and Medical Care 2 The Cass of th
Spanish-Spezking People in the Seuthvest (Her York: Zussell Szage “~vniat
Pe 49, )
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ith the nev order came "big business," The 4inglo brought with
him large-scale stock raising practices, He had a system of taxation
that was unknown to the Spanish.ﬁmerican; Hz questioned the right-
ful ownership of the lzad, even though the New llexican had lived on
it for gererntions, Court orders evicted meny New Mexicans from
their holdings that had come to them fron their father's fathers,
Granis of land, even though assured by the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo to remain with the descendants of the perscns to whom they
had been given, passed, through court action or deceit, from the
Spanish Amcrican to the hends of greedy speculators, large stockt
raising companies leased the range from the compunity, overgrazed
it, ruined it, reaped the prefits, and moved on, The Spanish American
was overwvhelued by all of these sudden developments,

The indigenous economy had rot been a monetary one, People
exchanged goods and services, and horroved freely from one another,
The men exchanged "days of work" with one ancther, Community enter-
prises vere undertaken on the hasis of days of work that each was
+o0 cenirivute,. The ditch association tared each man SO many days of
work for a certain number of water rights, Very few people had money
hut 1little was nceded, With the coming of the American trader the
need for money was feclt, but not strencusly so, Bach Spanish
American had his piece of land and he felt secure on it, The Anglo
merchaat saw this as a means of exploitation also, He introduced new
goods to the Spanish imerican for which he paid in kind, Scmetimes
long-term credit accounts were established, A Spanish American would
trade at the Angio store on account from year to year, At the end

of the year, he "turned" his crop of wool, lambs, calves or farm
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produce to the merchant, The merchant was in a position to pay the
farmer the lowest prices possible, In turn, he would ship the stock
to0 Denver or Kansas City, Thus, he made'a double profit from thne
farmer, first in selling him the merchandise and second in allowing
him ridiculously low prices for his crops, Most of these farmers,
who once started accounts such as these, never "finished" settling
their accounts,

All in all, the economy cf the Spanish American was not sericusly
threatened untii the 1630's, Prior to that the men had started geing
to Wyoming, Utah and Coclorado to worit as sheep her-ers, but this factor
did not completely transfer the thinking of the pecple into a money
economy., Until very recently, and still in some communiiies, a person
vho owns no land anc does not depend on farming for a living is a
drifter, By the 1930's, however, the lan< holdings of the Spanish
Americans had been so reduced in size that they no longer afforded
the family a means of ilivelihood, The Spanish American, in his
cultural orientation, measured the status of an individual by
the amount of property that he divided among his heirs at the time
of his death, According to this practice each son received an equal
share of land-holdings, animals and the like which had constituted
the estate of the father, Because of tnis practice it did not take
long for large holdings to become small strips of land, One only
has to ride up the Rio Grande Valley to see the littie "farms" that
constitute the only land holding of a fanily,

Thus, the depression years, followed by government relief works,

such as WPA and SCS, completed the transition of the Spanish American

as a zroup into a pure money economy, DBecause of the extended drought
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of the 1930's, he was unable to depend on his plot of land to raise
the staple foods, The Spanish American realized that farming was

not the oniy means of subsistence, Withlﬁhe wholesale introduction

of a nev type of economy -came the necessity of learning new jobs

and new social ways, The Anglo culture has, as one of its values,

a definite social standing with any given job, Therefore, the Spanish

American, wishing to compete economically with the Anglo, found that

he had to compete socially as well, 4

This change in economy brought about the wholesale transfer of
the Spanish American that one is witnessing today, from the rural
community to the Anglicized urban setting, The Spanish imerican had
a rude awakening in this movement also, Florence Hawley Ellis |

writes in 1946:

In moving from the village background into Anglicized
urbanization, the Manito (Spanish American) is bridging a
period of three centuries, o o o Manitos who, without
adequate acculturation, have attempted participation in
the broad American pattern of life, have found social and
economic equality almost nonexistent, This condition stems
from two basic facts: (1) The recognized tendency of a
majority group to question the position of any people
different from themselves; and (2) the obviousness of
the differences in basic idezlisms of the group-designed
personality pattern characteristic of the Henitos (1lowver
and middle classes) differences so fundamental that the
majority group cannot overlook them nor can the minority
group quickly change them,

It can be said in general that the inglo culture has, as one
of its contradictory values, discrimination of mincrity groups that
are different from themselves, It is not the purpose of this work

to analyze the bases of discriminatory practices, On obscrvation

3Florence Hawley Ellis, "The Role of Pueblo Social Organization in
the Dissemination of Catholicism," American Anthropologist, Vol, 48,
1943, p. 407 ff,
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it can be generalized that the dnglo socicty tends to discriminate
against the Spanish American along a continuum from no discrimination
to open, disgraceful arrogance like thot displayed against the Negro.
The Spanish American has been successful in having some of its
members rise to middle-class status, The people in the middle class
meet very little discrimination, if any; either in job competition
or in housing, If there is any discrimination, in most instances
it is so subtle that it is hard to detect, On the other hand, there
is quite a lot of open discrimination against Spanish-speaking people
who happen to fall in the lover-lower and upper-lover classes of Anglo
society in job competition, in housing, and in social interaction,
It can be safely assumed that the Spanish American is over the

hump in the acculturation process. Bitter years of suffuring have

skown him that his culture is inadequate in the new order, Except
P

for token resistance among some members, the majority in actual
practice feel that there is no solution to their problem, except
acculturation, There are many romanticists within the Spanish
hAmerican ranks that would revert back to the gocd old days. But
when presented with the facts of the low inccme bracket of the

Spanish American and the high mortality rate and infant death rate

)

that was the case under the Spanish American cultural regime, 2
new outlook is sensed in their feelings, That there might be many
romantic aspects and objectively better practices and values in thé
Spanish cuiture than in the Anglo culture can not be denied, but a
culture is such a closzly-knit organism that when one phase of it
is destroyed, virtually all of its is destroyed, and it is only

a question of time for final downfall,
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As a final argument for acculturaticn, it might be pointed out
that if the Anglo culture demands a certain social standing with
each given job and if the Anglo culture tends to discriminate against
minority groups that are different from the general run of the mill
Anglo society, one is placing an jndividual in a position that he
will be discriminated against by insisting that he remain in the
old culture, Thus, if one wants to be a romanticist and wants to
go back to the old culture, one is, in effect; saying, let the
individual suffer, But if the individual is the primary concern,
which he should be in our democracy, then the culture should be
changed to fulfill the needs of the individual members in its
ranks, If the total culture has become inadequate and obsolete
in the nevw order of things, then the cuiture should be changed,
One‘may argue that the Anglo culture has 2 definite duty in
accommodating itself to the Spanish American., That may be true and
the writer agrees in part, But facing the issues squarely in a aractical
manner, the Anglo culture, nolding the economic bhase as it is, has no
necessity of recognizing the Spanish American culture, Conversely,
if the Spanish American culture wouvld be holding the eccnonic base
in the state, then it could demand that the Anglo culture accommodate
jtself to the Spanish way of life.
Status Quo

As has been stated previously, there is a rising middle class

among the Spanish fimericans in New lMexico, Hore and more young
people are acquiring higher education, MNore and more Spanish Americans
are learning the inglo value of achievement, The transition has heen

enormous since 1945, However, there remains a great bulk of Spanish
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Americans vho are uneducated, and, consequently, unacculturated and

4 There

thus fall into the lowest paying jobs of the /Anglo economy,
is another portion who are holding on tehaciously to their small
holdings and by working pdrt-time elsevhere are able to eke out a
meager living, Such conditicns prevail in rural sitvations, In
urban situations, the uneducated and unacculturated Spanish Americans
1ive in the worst areas of town, in slum or near sium conditins,
and have the menial jobs, the only ones avzilebie to them, and at
the lowest paying wages imaginable.

Taking the United States Census figures of 1850, the following
picture is portraycd. The median income Tor persons of fourteen years
old and over of Spanish surname is 51,156, In urban situations, it

is $1,400 going down to $897 for rural farm,® ;

4 gister Lucia Van Der Eerden, "Maternity Care in a Spanish-American
Community in New Mevico,'Anthropolegical Series, No, 13 (Vashington, D.C,:
Catholic University of America, 1948), p.4.

5 nited States Sureau of the Census, Seventeenth Census of the
United States: 1950, (Washington: Goverament Printing Oifice, 1952).




CHAPTER VI

HEA LTH

I, TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

Probably no facet of the Spanish American culture has been more
thoroughly investigated than the medical practices, Sister Van Der
Ferden made a comprehensive study in Ranchos de Taos in 1944.1 Loomis
made an analysis of the reasons why the Taos County Cooperative Health
Association failed.z More recently Lyle Saunders made a study of
medical practices of the Spanish American in an urban setting.3 These
studies are given as references to interested students who may wish
to explore further the cultural differences of the Spanish American,

The traditional Spanish American developed a folk-nedicine that
took care of his wellebeing, These practices can be divided into
three categories: (1) those concerned with physical wellebeing,

(2) those concerned with psychologieal disturbances, and (3) those
ascribed to witchcraft, In the first category, certain symptoms
were associated with certain illnesses, In general, this pathology

would compare favorably with that of rural Americans, The scientific

lgister Lucia Van Der Eerden, "Maternity Care in a Spanish-imerican
Community in New lexico," Anthropological Series, No. 13 (Yashington,
D.C,: Catholic University of America, 1948),

Zharles P, Loomis and J, Allan Boegle, Rural Sogiologx:.The Strategy
of Change (Englewood {1iffs, N.Js¢ Prentice-all, inc., 1957),. £Re 357367,

3Uy1e Saunders, Cultural Difference and Medical Cares The Case of the

. ‘ . A . R LA
Spanish-Spcaking Pecple ia th: Southuest (New York: Russell hage rounration,
1954 ), - '
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terminology was not known nor was the specifiic nature of sickness,

But through trial and error it was founc that certain herbs and certain
practices were effective in curing certain illnesses, If a specific
remedy produced no favorable result in a particuizr case, someone
within the extended family suggested another, The new remedy vas

tried without discrediting the validity of the original ocne for

other cases.4

Even though there were "curanderas" (equivalent to public health
nurses in a sense) and "sobadores” (equivalent to chiropractors of
earlier days), these people were not censidered specialists in the
same sense that medical personrel are regarded in the ‘nglo culture.
These "specialists" were farmers and housewives, neighhors and
relatives, who had learned more than the average person in the
treatiment of ilinesses that were prevalent in the community, In
diagnosing an illness, these persons would take advice, with ne
reluctance or compunction, from interested reiatives anc friends of
the natient as well as from the patient, It was a family affair and
everybcdy was mutually concerned with the patient's distress.

The diagnosis took the form of a farily conversaticn, The patient
would state vhere he had a pain and other relevant symptoms, Snecial
attention was paid to the side that was aching and vhether the nain
penetrated to the opposite side of the body, A pain under the ribs
penetrating to the back was considered to be more serious, A pain
in the left side indicated something different from ore on the right
side, Sometimes the pain in one part of the body was diagnosed as being

caused by an illness in quite another part of the body, Treatment

41nid,
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was subsequently applied to the area of "illness" rather than directly
to the pain. An exampie would be tempacho® (literaliy, indigestion

of a special kind), A pain on the lower part of the back was sure to
be empacho, Thus diagnosed, the patient lay on his stcmach aand the
person treating the patient proceeded to pinch and flex the flesh on
both sides of the lower spine, If there was a "snapping" of the
muscles, the same therapy was continued at points further wp the
spine, Then a laxative, sometimes only salt water, was given,

The Sparnish American envisioned 2 halance of the bocy temperature,
Thus, if the head became vet, the feet must be submerged in water lest
the body heat go down to the lower extremities, leaving the upper part
vulnerable to "cold" maladies, As a general rule, certain sicknesses
were "cold" and others were "hot," A weoid" medicine was considered
geod for a "hot" sickness, such as fever, and a "hot" nedicine was
considered good for a neold" sickness, such as dislocation of a joint
or gas in the stomach, Distention of tihe stomach was usually traced
to cold feet,

Herbs figured extensively in Spanish American folk medicine,
These herbs, like sicknesses, were also classified as being "hot"
or "cold.," Scme herbs were thought of as being more potent than
others, According te the Spanish American pathelogy, which did not
understand the theory of dicease, a potent "hot" medicine, nctably
"osha," could cure several of the cold sicknesses, Saunders relates:

The healing qualities of osha are largely concentrated in the
root, which may be used in many ways to treat a wide variety of

illnesses. Chewed raw or ground into a powder and male into a
tea, it prevents flatulency and scothes the stomach, Drunk in

not water with sugar and whiskey, it will break up a cold and
help to cure such respiratory illnesses a8 influenza, pneumonia,

and pulmonary tuberculosis. Taken internally j+ will also reduce

|
i
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fevers, Applied directly to a wound in poudered form, or worn

over a wound, osha promotes healing, An ointment for the relief

and cure of cuts and sores can be made from mutton fat, candle

wax, and turpentine into which is mixed scme powdered osha,

manzanilla (camomile) and contrayerba (caltrep), HMixed with

olive 0il, osha can be used as a 1iniment in the treatment of

rheumatic pains, and it also is useful in the form of a paste

to draw out the poison frcm sna%ehites, In addition, this

highly versatile plant is used as the basis of an enema, as a

remedy for celic in children, and as a means of protection

against snakes, which are believed to be repelled by its

pungent odor, Osha has recently entered intc Anglo folk

medicine as an ingredient in a cough remedy prepared and

sold by a Denver druggist. Tt is alsoc useful as a seasoning

for soups and stevs,

Among the various herbs used, other than osha, there was "inmortal"
(milkweed) which was valued highly during pregnancy and childbirth,

Others used it to reduce headaches or chest pains and to reduce fevers,
One extensive uvse it had was tc clear head colés. The "inmortal®
would be grounc and sniffed up the nostrils, This produced strong
sneezing and hence relief from congesticn, Sometimes the whole family
would partake of the treatment whether they had a celd or not,

Among medicines used were some that were not derived from herbs,
One that has not been found in the 1iterature is "ventosas," "Ventosas"
were usad by the "sobadores" to drawv out the "kink" from strained
muscles, The therapy consisted of nlacing a small candle {about an
inch long) over the flesh where the pain persisted, Then a tall glass
was placed over the lighted candie, The heat of the candle created
a partial vacuum much 1ike a suction cup and pullied up the flesh,
The glass was slid along the area that ached, Somstimes the treatment
was repeated several times, This, together with massage, produced the

results desired,

Stpid,
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Headaches or eye soreness were commonly treated by pasting the
gummed stamps found on tobacco sacks on the temple, the forehead, or
the side of the nose, Vhen a perscn had a sun stroke, he was taken
into the sun, his feet were submerged in a basin of water, and a glass
of water was upturned on his head,

Pregnancy was looked upon as a natural function of life and, there=

L L] b4 6
fore, no special attention was needed, at least for the first months,.

However, towards the end of the period several restrictions were placed
upon the pregnant woman, Some pertained to dietary restrictions and
others had to do with avoidances and taboos,

Tn 1948 Van Der Eerden writes abcut pregnency: "It is especially
during the prenatal period that the Spanish American traditions

influence the mother's behavior to the almost entire exclusion of the

principles by which modern medical science would have her guide her

conduct."7

Some practices prevalent during the time of pregnancy were:
1, The expectant mother was not tc discuss her pregnancy,
2., The expectant mother received nc special favors and carried
on.with her work often until the later stages of pregnancy. (
3, Beginning with the fifth or sixth month, a stout cerd called
"puneco" was worn around the waist, in order to "keep the
fetus in place,"
4, "Inmortal® was widely used for relief of several conditicns

arising from the pregnant siates

8¥an Der Eerden, op. Sit., De 8o

TIbide, pe 8=%




Se

6.

Te

G

%

10,

11.

68

The mother Sought to maintain emotional stability and great
precautions were taken by all so that she might not be
frightened by anything,

Dietary restrictions were observed and a reduced amount of
water was taken lest the head of the child grow too big for
easy delivery.

Frequent rosaries and novenas vere said for safe delivery,
For example, nineydays prior to delivery, a novena to San
Ramon Nonato was started for the mother,

She observed all avoidances and tabcos, especially those
concerning the moon, lest the child be deformed or die at
birth,

A "partera" (midwife) was called in when labor started and
she supervised the whole process of delivery.

The mother and older sisters, who had helped during the
whole period of pregmancy, assisted through the delivery

as well,

After delivery, the new mother remained in bed for eight
days and indoors for forty, During this period she ate the
meat of male animals only, It was considered that secondary
complications would develop if she ate the meat of ewes or

CovsS,

"Ias parteras," or midwives, were persons who, through nersonal

experience or through helping cther midwives, became dexterous in

helping in the delivery of children, There were no well-defined

1imits as to age, ancestry, economic status, education and the like

which barred any wceman from becoming a "partera,” Neither was there
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any definite obligation on anyone in particular tc make midwifery her
1ife career, The profession was highly esteemed, yet, because of the
difficulty in preparing for it and in kéeping up with it, few women
entered the profession, It literally was a 24-hour job, Those rho

: entered it did so at relatively advanced ages, The training was

gradual, Host of the midwives lacked scientifiic training and could

boast of neither certification ror diplomas, The Department of
Puilic Health has undertaken the training of some of the practicing
midwives and these have been certified, But many of the midwives
rere illiterate and had to learn the remedies by heart,

Certain basic procedures prevailed althougi there are many
individual veriations, For example, the period of labor was spent
standing up and walkihg about the room, There had to be a happy
atmosphere in the labor room so that no harnm woulé come to the
baby or the mother, "Humases," the burning of "aluzema" leaves,

with the patient standing over the smoke prevented or cured hemor=-
rhage, The navel of the newborn was dressed with olive oil or baking
soda,

‘A second category of nractices recognized in Spanish American

folk-medicine had to o with psychological maladies.s The principal
ailment considered in this area is "susto," Susto could be classified
as shock, but not in the sense of the Anglo medical term, where the
arteries dilate and ihere is a lessening of blood supoly to the brain,
I+ was actually a frightening experience which produced disease-like

symptoms, Great care was taken vhen announcing bad rews to a person

8Saunders, on, Cite, pe 148,
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lest the individual suffer sustc, In announcing the death of a
close friend or relative, the individual receiving the news was
first given a drink of water and then told the news, It was
believed that the organs of the abdomen moved up in such cases and
these interfered with the breathing of the patient, who was likely
to lose consciousness, Epilepsy was considered to be in this category,
but sometimes it was thought of as bewitchment,

Persons who became insane were people who "thought too much,"
or who "read the Bible too much," In other words, these two reasons
were the causative factors of insanity, lMentally retarded children,
called "innocentes," were "born that way" and were "that way" either
because the mother did not observe certain avoidances and taboos or
because of some punishment from God, Regardless of the reason of
the misfortune, there was nothing to do about it except accept these
children as they were, There was always room in the extended family

for them, The Spanish American abhorred the idea of institutionalizing

them, These children learned to perform simple tasks and were never
considered a hurden to anybody,

A third category of illnesses was the sicknesses produced through
bewitchment., A bruja could bewitch (hacerle el mal) any person she
wished by bewitching food and having the unsuspecting victim eat it,
Some believed that if another person happened tc eat the potion by
mistake, nothing would hepven to himj others said that he would be
bewitched anyway, whether he were the intended victim or not. Another
common form of bewitchment was the making of a rag or clay doll, an
effigy of the intended victims The witch thrust needles inﬁo the

parts of the effigy corresponding to those which she intended to




bewitch in the victim, The number of neecles determined the severity
of bewitchment, Pouder sent in love letters was supposed to bewitch

a person into loving the sender to the exclusion of all other persons,
Husbands who abandoned their wives to live with mistresses were thought
- to be bewitched by the concubine,

The regular "“curandera" or "sobador" had no power over these
illnesses, In fact, persistent failure of mown medicines to alleviate
symptoms was a sure sign that such a person was bewitched, Then an
ex-witch, called "arbolario," would be consulted, An "arbelaric"
was a person vwho had repented of being a witech and was atoning for
his sin by undoing the work of centemporary witches and persons
possessed by the devil, He performed incantations and gave an assort=
ment of herb medicines to the bewitched patient, At the critical
acment, the patient would vomit human hair, mice, bones and the like.
These efforts of the "arbolario” were strenously resisted by the
witches causing the evil. The evil doers would come to the house,
during the therapy, in the form of dogs or strange animals fc try to
hzrm the "arbelario" as well as the paticent, Guards were usually
stationed at strategic points while the therapy was taking place,

Sometimes an "arbolario" was not to be found arnd in such cases
a person named "Juan" or "Juana" was called in to help, A person
by that name ha:l poﬁers over the witches and the devil by the virtue
of having the name "Juan." These "Juanes" usually did not undertake
severe cascs of bewitchment, Rather, they were willing te heln only
in mild cases such as ™Mal O0jo" (evil eye).

Along with human efforts in bringing back to health sick members

of the society, help was sought from God through the intercession of
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the szints, <People prayed to special saints for specific sicknesses,
For example, a pregnanat woman prayed to San Ramon Nonato. If the
labor was long and hard, the family prayéd to Nuestra Senora de
Monserrat, San Lasaro vas asked to intercede in cases of skin
diseases, Sometimes a person would be asked to make an "Habito,"
This was a smockelike garment that repreéented the religious habit

of the saint whose help was being sought, The priest would bless tie
garment and the patient donned it and were it as long as he was sick,
Subsequently, it was burned and the ashes were considered holy, These
ashes, as well as ashes from holy palms, were taken with water for
some sicknesses, Pilgrimages to different churches or santuarios

were promised during the sickness and carried out after the patient

i form of involuntary evil, caused by persons vho were not
witches, was the lore of "inconacion" (infection), These powers
of "incorar" were inherent in a person vhether he liked it or
not, "Inconar® occurred vhen a person having this pover walked
into a room wherc a patient had open sores or wounds, Imaediately
the patient would start feeling discomfort and the pain would increase,
No physical contact was necessary, These povers were extra=-sensory.
Tae power was not viewed as something that could be manipulated,
Rather, it was a negative quality in the person and his mere presence
caused the patient's sores or wounds to be infected, Patients with
jnternal disorders were unaffected unless the power of "inconar"
was particularly strong and intense,

In conclusion it can be said that tie Spanish American in his

traditional setting desired as good health as any other group,
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Saunders analyzed the Spanish Ameri.an pati.ology as: "Iilness was
senceived in terms of not feeling well, If there is not subicctive
feeling or discomfort, they de not believe one is ill, hence there
is no obligation to do anything about it,"g'

There was among the Spanish American a desire to be strong, A
healthy body was necessary tn wrestle with an adverse environmeﬁt.
Many sicknesses were concealed because the people felt that, by t.eing
sick, they were failing in their obligations towvard God and the
family. Thus they would appear weak, not only in the eves of their
fellow men, hut also in the eyes of God,

Much has been writien about the fatalistic attitude of the Spanish
imerican toward his environment, particularly about his perscnal health,
Numerous instances have been recorded in the literature to prove this
theory, Fatalism has been one of the reasons given for the apparent
reluctance of the Spanish American to accept Anglo medical practices,
Uriters about Spanish American culture refer continually to the
phrase, "God wilis it," This explanation fails to penetrate and
analyze closely the covert behavior and attitudes of the Spanish
American, As a participant in the culture, the writer was never aware
of his fatalism or the fatrlism of the people surrounding him until
it was mentioned to him by an outsider,

To clarify the issue, a hypothetical czse will be considered,

A girl breaits her legs She is not ta%en t5 a doctor or hospital,
Instead, the parents bring in a relative, who is a "curandero," and

he sets the ieg, Subsequently, after apparent hvaling, the leg stops

Mpid,
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growing and begins to shrink, No attention is paid to the matter
until the pain is unbearable, Then the girl is taken to a doctor

but by then it is too late for any real help from a professional
person,. Thus the child grows deformed and crippled, The parents
sigh and exclaim, "God wills it," or more common still, they will

say, "Be it far the love of God," This is a clear-cut case of
fatalism if all the circumstances are not examined, There are certain
other variables that must be taken into account,

The first is--can the family afford the medical treatment
necessary? It has been stated that with the fee system in Anglo
medical practice, only two types of people can afford early enough
and adequate enough treatment, namely, the well off and the very
poor who are relief cases, The middle group, the upper-lover and
1over-middle classes, suffer the most because they can not afford
to pay the medical fees for early enough and adequate enough
treatment, These two groups constitute the majority of the
population,lo Probably the parents in this illustration belonged
to the upper-lover class, They sought the services of their relative
who they knew had been successful in setting broken bones, Also, he
did not charge them for his services, Theyv thought that they were
doing the right thing and were not resigning themselves to the will
of God withbut using the means at their dispesal to remedy the
situation, |

4 second circumstance impinging on the situstion vas the extent

of ignorance pressing on these people, Had they foreseen in any manner

10z jwert J. Havighurst, and Bernice L. Neugarten, Society and
Education (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc,, 1957), pe 18,
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what the ultimate consequences would have been, they would have
redoubled their efforts, Often better informed pecple conversant
with Anglo medical practices will delay remedial help, hoping that
nature will take care of the malady.

Another variable that can be pointed out is the fear of the
hospital that was prevalent even among Anglos until rather recent
times. An informant, who is 2 druggist, positively believes that
until the coming of sulfa drugs and antibiotics, a seriously sick
person entering a hospital had, despite the efforts of the medical
personnel, only a 50-50 chance of coming out alive, The Spanish
American in remote rural areas had little or no contact with
competent and professional medical practice, Human nature being
what it is, these people built a stereotype of the medical
profession on the practices of old and inefficient doctors,

The issue is not to rationalize the situation in whica the
Spanish American found himself, Rather, it is hoped that this
misuncerstanding of a cultural orientation on the part of observers
will be resolved, The writer firmly believes that the Spanish
American would exclaim, "Be it for the love of God" or "God wills
it" as a matter of mental-hygiene therapy and only after he had
exhausted all the possihilities at his disposal, At no time was
there any implication of fatalism, An outsider to the culture, seeing
the 1limited efforts of the people when compared to Anglo middle class,
can easily deduce that it was fatalism, What he fails to understand
is the limited amount of knowledge that they had, A person can ﬁot

be expected to do what he does not know is possible, nor to seek
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the help that he does not know exists. A person, knowing all the
possibilities and being in 2 pesition to take advantage of them,
can be called fatalistic if he does not do so., These conditions
do notpertain in the case of the Spanish American,

The reluctance of the Spanish Americans to accept Anglo medical
care has plagued social workers for a long time, Several theories
have been advanced to explain this crucial problem, Sanchez places
the problem squarely in the lap of government:

The inadequacy of the provisions made for the support and
administration of public education is illustrative of the
failure of government to meet the problems presented by the
New Mexican, This inadequacy is apparent in all fields of
public service, Vital statistics are of particular signifi-
cance in this comnection, Vhereas the infant mortality rate
for the nation is 51 for every 1,000 live births, the rate
in New Mexico is 125.9. Thirteen of the counties have an
infant mortality rate of less than 100, eighteen counties
have rates ranging from 104,8 to 167, It is significant
to note that the ten counties that have the highest infant
mortality rates in the state are counties where more than
half of the population is Spanish speaking,ll

Charles Loomis has analyzed the problem in terms of the Parsons'
pattern variables, He says that the Spanish American medical
personnel were effective as contrasted to the Anglo personnel who

were effectively neu.tral.12 In other words, the "curandera"

(or "curandero") and "sobador" tended to maintain the role of
relative and friend as well as a professional role in dealing with
the patient and the family, The Anglo doctor looks at himself

first as a doctor and then, in a very secondary sense, as friend

11George I, Sanchez, Forgotten People (A1buquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1940), p, 33, |

121 0omis and Beegle, loc, cit,
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and benefactor, even in treating persons close to him, Another
aspect of personnel practices was that the Spanish gave status and
prestige to their medical persomnel by ascription while the Anglo
society gives status and prestige through achievement alone, Viewed
in totality, the medical practices of the Spanish American have a
functionally diffused pathology and treatment, For example, one i
herb was thought capable of curing several ailments and the
particular malady fell into a general category. Complicating
factors were generally ignored, Anglo medicine had a specific
treatment for a specific disease and complicating factors were
examined and compensated for,13

Saunders says that Spanish American medical practices presuppose

(1) personal relations of rather intimate type; (2) familiar

procedures, that is, any member of the family or society could
criticize and demand that one treatment be substituted for another
or that another treatment be applied in conjunction with the one
currently underway; (3) active family pa:ticipation; (4) home care
vs, hospitalization; and (5) relatively low costs, By contrast the
Anglo medical practices required (1) largely impersonal relations;
(2) passivity of family and relations; (3) hospitalization; (4) high
costs; and (5) almost complete control by professien personnel.14
The fundamental reasons for the rejection of Anglc medical

care by the Spanish Americans have not been adequately attacked,

This may be because they have not been adequately analyzed, As

13: hid,, Do 19684199,

14Saundefs, ope €it,., p.141-225,
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mentioned earlier the fee system of the Anglo medical profession

has been a definite detriment to the majority in acquiring early
enough and adequate treatment, The Spanish.Americans were a people
without money., Theirs was an agrarian economy in which barter was
prominent and very little mcney was in circulation, They were also
a people without government organization that took care of welfare

nd indigenous cases, They plainly could not afford professional
care. The fact that very early after the introduction of the Anglo
culture they began to use Anglo patent medicines shous that they were
not reluctant to accept Anglo medicine, Recently, since their economy
has improved, young, as well as old, go for medical treatment like
any other group,

The Spanish-speaking were a rural people without means of long

distance transportation, Geddes expressed the fact that there were

fewer doctors in rural areas than in wrban centers; that there was
1ess calibre in the rural practitioner than in the urban practition.er.15
There were some instances in New Mexico vhere one doctor served an
area of thirty miles in radius, The nearest hospital was over a
hundred miles avay. A people without money and without transportation
cannot afford to travel 100 miles to be hospitalized except for
serious illness,

The contact with less-than-average efficiency in medical
personnel made the Spanish American dubious of the efficacy of

Anglo medical care, The tradition of the culture which indicated

that, in general, people tended to get well prevented the acceptance

15Ezra Geddes, Professor of Sociology, University of New Mexico,
statement expressed in class on Social Prcblems of New Mexico, Spring
Semester, 1958,
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of medical practices that had been shown empirically to be better,
Until recent years there has been no consistent, organized effort

to disseminate information about better health practices,

II, STATUS QUO

The reasons for the Spanish American rejection of Angio medical
care are obviously many and complicated, As a result, Néw Mexico has
consistently had (1) the highest mortality rate and (2) the highest
infant death rate in the nation, The infant death rates per 1,000

1live births have been as follows:16

1940 1948 1949 1950v 1951 1956
New Mexico 100,6 70,1 65,1 54,8 55,4 37,3
Nation 47,0 32,0 31.3 29,2 28,4 - 26,4

Today there is still wide use of folkway medicine among the
Spanish Americans, ilore and more young Spanish Americans, hcwevcr,
are discarding the old traditions and their elders are changing
along with them, The indigent and the old are on the welfare rolls,
Incidentally, there are more Spanish American people on the welfare
rolls in New Mexico than Anglos despite the fact that even as far
back as 1950 the Spanish American constituted only 36,5 per cent
of the population in the state, The people on the weifare rolls
willingly go to medical doctors and are frequently hospitalized,
Young mothers, by and large, place themselves in the hands of a
doctor for prenatal, natal, and postnatal care. Yhile ten years ago,

probably only about 10 per cent did this, to'ay an estimated S0 per cent

LOEduwin D, Goldfield, Statistical Abstract of ithe United States,
1958, 79th.Annual Edition (Tashington: United States Bureau oi the
CenSus, 1958), pe 70,
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seek medical ﬁelp; The one group that does not seek medical help
too frequently, except in serious cases, is the middle group vho
cannot afford it,

In such distant communities as Gallina, Cebolla, and other
mountain villages, isolation is no longer a factor, Everybody has
a means of transportation, The people in Cebolla, for example, no
1onger‘re1y on the one or twe country doctors which for years were
the only type of professional persommnel available in the entire
Tierra Amarilla area, Now within an hour or two, the people ccme
down to Espancla or Santa Fe for medical treaiment or hospitalization,
Still it is hard for them to make a sixty~ or eighty-mile trip for
anything not too serious,

The schools together with the Public Health Department have dene
a great job of health education among both the adults and school

children, This education has emphasized immunization and, in general,

good preventive medicine,




CHAPTER VII

POLITICS

Politics as a franchise of the people was introduced with the
annexation of New Mexico. Before that, both under the Spanish and
under the Mexican regimes, politics amounted to cultivating the
good graces of the crown or influential persons, That there was
crookedness, backknifing and malingering in office can be seen
historically from the numerous replacements of office holders and
the accusations leveled against them, These manuevers affected only
the patron class, The peon class had nothing to do with it and saw
the changes in government as nothing more than changes of office
holders, since these seldom affected their status 1

With the Anglo came a new order that the people did not readily
understand, The peon class did not understand the power of their
vote, Apodaca says that the people saw politics as a form of

2 The upper class was different in this respect, They

recreation,
were acquainted witk political intrigue under the previous two
regimes, So that when the Anglo brought his form of politics, the
patron was on equal fonuing with his Anglo rival,

The disintegration of the patron system of economy was coincident

with annexation of the territory, Even though the patron system was

1George I, Sanchez, Forgotten People (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico, 1v40), p. 10.

Z‘Anacleto G, Apodaca, The Spanish-American Farmers of the Tewa
Basin and The Extension Service, Press Bulletin 1059 (State College,

New llexico: New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts,
December, 1951), p. 11,
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then legally abolished, the patron orientation of the people continued,
Thus the politically-minded Spanish American patron was able to step
into the shoes of the old patron and become political boss, Today
there still is fhe pblitical boss operating in New llexico politics
much' in the same manner that the patron operated, that is, dictating
to the people, In fact, some still refer to the political boss, who
is in office, as ?ei patron,"

It was through this means that the Spanish American was able to
maintain political equality, The accommodation pattern in inter-
‘grbup relationships established itself with the Anglo occupying the

super-ordinate position in almost everything and the Spanish American,

the sub-ordinate, This accommodation pattern has largely controlled
the public offices opened to the Spanish American, For example, j
in the State offices, the governorfs chair has traditionally gone

to the Anglo candidate, vhile the lieutenant governorship has been
the.post of a Spanish American. In certain counties and areas this
same pattern e<ists with severél of the public offices, Until
recently, the Spanish American constituted over 50 per cent of the
population, and thus it seems that they could have had the upner hand

in politics, The Spanish American group is a hloc to be reckoned with,

but because of the rivalry among the Spanish American political
bosses, they have never voted as a unit.3 The Spanish American

is as likely to supnort a Spanish-speaking candidate running against
an nglo opponent as he is likely to support an Anglo running against

a Spanish American,

3Uy1e Saunders, Cultural Difference and Medical Care: The Case of the -
Spagish-Speaking People in the Soutiwest, (New York: Russell Sage Foundation,
1954), p. 78,




The race issue is hardly ever openly discussed, The Anglo
population knows that the Spanish American is quite sensitive about
the problem, Therefore, compromises, behind the scenes, between
Anglo and Spanish American political bosses are made in order to
maintain tranquil waters, Some of the Spanish .imerican candidates,
however, have capitalized on the ethnocentrism of their people in
vote-getting, A standing joke about a prominent political boss
hvs been that he referred to the Spanish Americans, during the
War, as Americans; during a campaign, as Spanish Americans; and
at all other times, as just plain Hexicans.,

In a recent election in a predominantly Spanish-speaking
community, there were three condidates running for city mayor, a
position consistently held by an Anglo, One of the czndidates was
Spanish American, The radio station, during the morning news, warned
the Anglo voters that if they did not get out and vote, a person with ;
a Spanish name might be the next mayor. This was kept up for the rest

of the day., The Spanish American voters who otherwvise would not have

voted for the Spanish American candidate, turned out more or less en tloc
and almost succeeded in eiecting him over the Anglo incumbent,

The rising middle class in the Spanish American society has
adopted the middle class value of franchise, Havever, there remains
a large percentage of the people who do not appreciate their suffrage,
Thesc people will follow a political boss blindly or will actually
sell their votes, It seems that the schools will be the only hope

for educating the children of this lower class to become intelligent

participating citizens,




CHAPTER VIII

RECRFATION

I, - COMMUNITY RECREATION

One of the richest elements in the traditional Spanish American
culture was the variety of recreational activities, Two outstanding
features made it unique, One, it was closely tied to religicn, and
the other, it was copmunity and family centered, Recreation strongly
influenced the behavior of the society and tended tobe a cohesive
force holding the family, the community, and society together,

There were three major recreational activities that involved a
community in gereral, These were the fiesta, the dance, and the
serenading that took place on a persen's Saint's Day or for New Year's
Eve. An attempt will be made to point out the principal aspects -

of each,.

The Fiesta

The fiesta was probably the most colorful event of the year in
any coﬁmunity. ne fiesta usually took place on the village's Patron
Saint's Day., The celebration started with the singing of vespers the
night before, Vespers in the Catholic ritual consists of the recital
of hymns, psalms, and lessons from the Bible, All of these vere sung
in Latin, of course, but the strain of the Gregorian Chant has a
soft appeal to the emotions and all the pecple enjoyed it, At

certain intervals vhen the choir would sing, "Per omnia saecula
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saeculorum," a man at the rear of the church would beat a drum.
Vhen this happened, another man or two would fire a volley with
muskets outside the church,

When vespers were over, the procession took place, The men had
built luminarias out of peachwood around the village, and these would
be lit for the procession., The people filed out of the church, men
on one side and women on the other, The choir took its place in thg

middle of the procession, followed by the priest and the Patron Saint

which was carried on the shoulders of the liayordomos, (The mayordomos
were the persons vho had taken care of the church, sweeping and cleaning

it for the past year.) The procession wound through the plaza singing

the rosary. The men sang the first part of the Hail Hary and the

vomen ansvered; or ihe choeir sang the first part and all answered,
Tt was a very colorful picture tc behold-~with the luminarias :lazing
away, the people dressed in their finest, the strains of a singing

procession, an occasicnal heating of a drum and the shattering of

the night silence by the muskets,

The following morning a Solemn Mass, or at least a High Mass,
was sunge At the end of the !ass another procession took place
through the village plaza, In scme communities, the men dressed their
horses with streamers and jingle bells, and marched in froat of the
procession., They arranged themselves in two files and crossed ranks

a few feet ahea: of the people while the procession wound through the

After the procession the mayordomo invited everybody to his home
to partake of the fiesta dinner, The people congregated at the

mayordomo's house and the fiesta continued with wining, music and
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dancing. The men segregated themselves to talk about matters that

concerned them, usually crops, rainfall and herds, The women stayed
indoors carrying on a boisterous conversation, usvally gossip., The

eats were separated into the "brindes" and the meal proper, TIhe
"yrindes" consisted of drinks, soft and hard, cookies, biscochitos,
cake, and bulk candy, One man was appointed to call the guosts, in
small groups, to eat, They stood around the table of the "brindes,”
which was separate from the dining room, an® nartook, and then proceeded
to the main table, The musicians played their violins and gritars

in the same room, After the men finished eating {(this process took

some time since only a dozen or SO were as'ted in at once), the
women~follk went through the same procedure, and Iinally, the children,
In the meantime, dancing went on in an acjacent room, but the dancing
did not properly begin until the musicians went to the community
dance hall,

Druing the afternoon there were special events such as rcoster=-
smatching contests, horse races or a game of "chueco," Hovever,
dancing was the major preoccupation that involved everybody=-o0ld

people, middle-aged, adolescents, and even children, A dance usually

1asted late into the night and sometimes even after sunup the next

5 day., There were numerous types of dances, There vere polkas,

: varsovianas, cutilios, valses, valses chiquiadcs, talianes, quadrillas,
énd jarabes, These were lively and melodious, =nd all knew hew to
dance these various steps,

g The dance took place in a large hall with benches along the wall,

The women sat on the henchzs and men stood al the rear, The musicians
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were seated on top of a table in front, They kept rhythm to their
violins and guitars by tapping their feet, henever a man wanted
to dance, he would go ask a lady, It was considered very ill-
mannered to refuse any man a dance, Sometimes this was difficult
to do because the man might be drunk, There was a sanction on
dancing too many encores with any individual except the hushand,.
Girls were strictly chaperoned, The father took the whole family
to the dance and the girls sat close to the mother or asked her
permi ssion ko move to ancther place close o a friend; The' ddnce
was about the only public meeting place for boys to meet girls,
Because of the taboo of dancing too many encores with one person,
a girl and a boy had to wait long inte;vals between dances, After
the mother thought that the two had danced enough with each other,
she signaled the daughter with her eyes not to dance with him any
more, The girl obediently told the toy during their last dance
not to ask her for any more dances,

The men in the back of the hall watched and eithker admired or
ridiculed the people on the dance floor, A man who acquired a
reputation for exceptional performance of &« certain dance went
to the musicians and requested the number, ‘ith all pomp and
glory, he then invited his favorite dancer, usually screbody other

than his wife, to do him the honor, This cowplie was given the [loor

and a tremendous ovation went on through the dence and after it ended,

Between dances, the men vent out for a breath of fresh air or for a
driak with their friends, They carried their own liquor and all
drank from the same bottle, ilost of the ien would get quite drunk

and fighting often occwred,




This description is typical of the weckly dances in the community
although there might have been fever in attendance at the weekly
affairs, In order to announce to the coumunity that there would be
a dance that night, the musicians and a group of men would parade
through the village on foot or in a wagon or buggy. The musicians
played merrily and the men shouted loudly. This was called, "sacar
el gallo," The weekiy dance was a regular feature and was one form

of social interaction that involved everybody.

r

Wedding Fiesta

The wedding fiesta was also an occasion for community get-
together, The fiesta started with the "prenderio," where the bride
was given away, The eating, drinking, and dancirg went on much as
described above, However, not all the "prendorios" had a dance, The
following day, after the wedding Mass, the big fiesta continued,
Throughout the day the mern joked and conversed with each cther and
the women did the same., The children milled around, doing very much
as they pleased, Any kind of fiesta had a place for children, The
children, on such occasions, were left pretty much to themselves,
They loved fiestas, At night the wedding dance would take place,
After the dance all the people went back to the bride's house and the
"entriega de los novios" took place, The "entriega" was the singing
of a prescribed set of stanzas in vhich the bride was told that now
she was one with the hushband and she had severed her obligations to
her nuclear family., The husband was exhorted of his obligations

and the parents were told that the betrothed were a family of their
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own, »nd, while they oved their parents respect and love, they no Llonger
were to be considered as members of the jmmediate family,
Other kinds of fiestas, rather minor ones, occurred vhen an infant

was baptized or on other special occasions,

The Sercsnade

Another activity that involved the‘members of the cpmmunity
was the custom of serenmading a person early in the morning before
sunrise on the individual's Saint's day. One's Sainti's day was
acouired by the name an individual was given in Baptism, Thus, if
a person was named Juan, his Saint's day was St, John's Day, June 24th,
The honored person would invite the serenaders in for "brindes,"

The honor of being serenaded was not given to everybody, but only
to persons having above average status and prestige, The person so
honored would return the favor by giving a dance that night for the
entire community.

A closely rélated custom was to go serenading ("dando los dias")
to all the homes in the village on New Year's Day, starting ax
midnight, The first serenaded was the Patron Saint at the church,
From there the men went from house to nouse and sang to the family
and in turn received "brindes," The singing was done by one or two
individuals who had a talent for composing couplets, He sang the

verses to fit the occasion and the family being serenaded.

II, FAMILY RECREATION

The family recreation, at times, covld not be distinguvished from

the village recreation because it was carried on an extended family

basis, However, there were several activities that were definitely
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family-centered, although they might have involved some members

outside the family,

Cuentos, A great pastime was to roast pinon or corn and sit
by the fireplace, later arornd the kerosene lamp, to eat these
delicacies and to hear stories from an old men or an old lady,
These "cuentos" could be divided into fhree general categories.,
There were the "cuentos" dealing with religious or Biblical stories
and having a strong moral, There were those wvihich had a strong
character who passed through several triazls and obstacles, but
triumphed in the end, These were in all nrobability carry-overs
from the days of chivalry in Spain, In fact, some dealt directly
with knights killing dragons, Finally, there were theose that were
picaresque in nature, Here a rogue, a fcol, or some derisive

character played countless numders of tricks and¢ stunts

o]
s
]

priest, a patron or a nobleman, It could probebly be said that

these were also carry-overs from the court jester, 2t zny rate,

it wvas a means of the peon class "getting back at" the patron

class, All of these "cuentos" molded the character of the individual
by exaiting high moral values and degrading weaknesses, either moral
or physicale.

The family would hold sessicns in telling "adivinansas" (riddles).
There were thcousands of riddles in Smanich American folklore, A |
person would tell the riddle and thcse vho {id not know the answer
had to pay a penaltly, usually a prayer for the Poor Souls irn “urgatory,

At other times the family talked zbcut vwiiches, There is a rich
folklore of vitchcraft in the Spanish American culture, A person

would usually relate a witch story as his compadre or friend had told
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it to him, Rarely were there any first-hand :xperiences, Some of
the bolder ones who had been away from the viliage would relate a
personal experience that had to do with'brujas or ruidos (noises),
This story was immediately incorporated into the family fund of
witch tales and henceforth would be“related as "This happened to
my brother, ¢ « o" This story telling of brujas had its effects on
the behavior of children and young girls, especially, in that fear

of the supernatural actually was one of the controlling factors of

behavior,

Ganes. Thefe were some games played within the family circle,
Some were competitive and some invalved mental gymnastics like checkers
and chess in the Anglc culture, One table type game was called "la
liebre" (the hare), where within lines on a board, "hounds" chased

the hare until it was cornered, They alsc had "pitarria" which was

also played on a board, They played cards both for recreation
anc gambling, They had a game equivalent to "put and taize" which
was played by spinning a little square top that had letters or numbers
on the sides, They édded to, subtracted from, or won the jackpot
according to the letters that turned up in spinning the top, These
games were played for matches, dry beans or money.

One outside sport was "chueco," This game closely resemblies
la crosse. The principal equipment consisted of the "chueco," an

oak stick about three feet long with a curved tip of about eight

to ten inches in length, and a leather homemade ball about the size
of a softball, The geme was played in an open field smooth enough

for running, such as a meadow, The boundaries were set apart, renging
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from 500 yards to half a mile, The object of the game was to cross
the ball over the boundary by hitting it with the "chueco" or by
kicking it with the foot. At no time could the ball be handled with
the hands, To start the game the ball was buricd in the middle of
the field and two opposing playsrs started diggiﬁg it out with their
"chuecos," Once it was out, hardly any folds were barred in order to
get control of the ball, In official games there werc five men on each
team and each player had a man to guard, It was rough and dangerous
sport, It was a game also in which heavy betting took place, Vithin
the uriter's family, one of the heaviest bets made by the grandfathcr
was 1,000 head of sheep and 500 sacks of grain, The manager of the
team usually was a patron in the village and if he was successful
in the betting, he divided the winnings with the team and helpers,
Another sport in which the men engaged was breaking broncos, As
far as the writer knows, there was no count>rpart of the circuit
rodeo that is prevalent today, Rather, the breaking of broncos was
fun connected with work, Every Spanish American young man was expected
to be a good herseman and thus breaking broncos was part of his training,
Horsemanship, and the training of horses, for both work and show, was
a great lore in the Spanish American culture, Lvery man wanted a
beautiful saddle horse, O9tatus and prestige were attached to the
quality of horsemanship in an individual and the kind of horse he
owned, that is, not in terms of hreeding, but in terms of training and

care,

Social Relationships, The last major recreaticnal activity to be

considered is the formal social interrelationship in the Spanish American

society. A distinction was made between the formal and informal visiting
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that went on among the village peoplei For example, a woman might
have visited a neighbor several times during the day; but these
visits were considered informaly If at night or on a Sunday after-
noon she wished to pay a visit to the household, this was considered
formal. For such an occasion she had to dress up. Usually the
husband and one or two of the children went along, Sometimes, one
would travel as much as ten to fifteen miles with the entire family
to pay a formal visit to his compadre, Sometimes the family would
spend the night at a compadre's place as part of » formal visit,

These visits were considered as paying an honor to the family visited,

This honor would be returned at a later date,
IJT, RECREATION IN THE TRANSITIONAL SPANISH AMERICAN SOCIETY

'Today fﬁere remain few vestiges of these traditional activities,
There are some fiestas celebrated in different commuhities and ‘in
comﬁunities within an urban center, for example, Old Town Fiesta in
Albuquerquey However, most fiestas in ahy commﬁni%y are largely
commercial in hature and are nothihg more than means of attracting
the c¢ustomers by the promoters; In some areas, there are the
Saturday dances that most of the pecple attends Heavy drinking goes
on most of the time and the dances are not enjoyabie as they once
werey The custom of seremading a person on his Saint's Day has
all but disappeared; as Has serehading oh New Year 's Tve,

The family recreation has also changed tremendously, Two
technical changes have revolutionized the family life of the Spanish

American as far as recreation is concerned, One is better mcans of

transportation, By this means a whole family rides into town to attend
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a movie or other event, More Spanish Americans are adopting the

custom of a vacation trip. The other factor is rural electrification.
HWith electricity, came all the modern conveniences, including television,
Television and movies, as well as the other types of commerical enter-
tainment, have displaced traditional Spanish American recreation,

T™at some vestiges still persist is true, but the transition in

recreation is nearly complete and little remains of a traditicnal

pattern,




CHAPTER IX

THE SCHOOL AND THE CHILD

The cultural orientations and practices of the Spanish imerican

have been presentcd with intent to help tcachers understand better

the Spanish American student, Many generalizations have been made

e i e e I b g 8

for which little statistical evidence was presented, The purpose
of this booklet is to show a general picture of what the Spanish
M\:‘
American tended to be like and the many different levels of
acculturation in which he will be encountered today,
The teachers will find the students behaving in a variety of

ways according to their cultural orientations, It has been stated

repeatedly that the Spanish American people are in a great statc of

flux, This same flux, the same continuum of acculturation, will be
refiected in the behavior of the studeats iﬁ the class room, The
teacher will find children behaving the same as dnglos, with all
their orientations, their language “ackground, and their environ-
mental experiences, At the same time, the teacher will Tind students
who look like their acculturated peers, dress like them, but who

have a more iraditional or entirely traditional outlook on life,

A1l children in school, regardless of culture or sccial background,
have certain physical and psychological needs in common, Amcng these
are the need for belonging, the need for participation, the need for
recognition, and the need for security, How these needs will be met

for the children of different cultural backgrounds will depend on
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the value orientztions of their society. :hat constitutes belong-
ingness among the Spanish American, amecng the Pueblo Indian, or among
the Anglo? that constitutes status amoﬁg the Spanish Americen? Is
it different from that of the Anglo? Those are questicns too subtle
to answer in a brief stotement, It requires much reflective thinking
on the part of the teacher to be able to analyze the psychological
needs of the children in terms of their culture,  If the child is
to understand what the teacher can do for him or what she expectis
of him, she must do this reflective thinking,

Besides these psychological needs, which must be met within the

cultural orientation of the child, are cther neesds arising directly

from the cultural factor. The child, upom entering school, is entering
into a new way of life, - The school has a culture distinct from the
rest of society, It has its own intrinsic values and formalisms,

Then the child is not acquainted with the ?’nglo culture and enters the

school that has added additional formalities to this culture, he has

nany problemsg

The values of the teacher and her e<pectations are predominantly
middle class. -How can she expect middie class behavior from a child
whose heritage does not recognize this social class system? Yet, the
sanctions that she places on children clearly attest to this paradox,
A great nunber of teachers are extremely biased in their philoSophy
and ethical values and whatever does not meet their standards is
immediately termed as "bad,"  The teacher should analyze her own
philosophy and standards before she condemns children with different

ways of behaving. - Too many teachers think that they have a strong

philosophy of life when they only have a pattern of deep~rooted
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'stercotypes, The teacher should analyze her middle-class Anglo culture

to ‘see how imperfect it is and how many contradictery values it has,

before deriding other culturcs, Instead of coercing the student into

behaving according to her dictun, she should gently guide all pupils

into orientations of the new culture,

The Spanish Zmerican children, in general, are in need of a new

orientation as to:

1,
2,

8.

Acquisition of the Anglo value of achievement and success,
Time orientation that will be precise according to the hour
and minute but also looking forward into the future in this
"temporal life,"

Scientific interpretation of natural phenomena.

Acceptance of change and a zeal in looking forward to change,
Social relationships, whereby their "docility" and "timidity"
will evolve into desirable aggression,

Economic efficiency, vhereby they will learn the value of
money and acquire the ability to spend it wisely,

A more universalistic outlook on life so that they will see
the total picture instead of ascribing importance to the
separate details,

Acceptance of scientific medical practice,

Until these new orientations are internalized, there is little

hope for progress for these children, Until they learn new ways of

behavior, they will not he accepted into the dominant group, Minority

group status is then accompanied by a multitude of social anomalies

springing forth in the form of a spiral, The more important ones in
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the downward spiral are discrimination, poverty, ignorance, and apathy,
The accommodation pattern in New Mexico has been subtly enforced by the
majority group and tacitly adhered to by the minorities, In effect,
minority group status is perpetuated in the school because of (1) denial
of educational opportunity to Spanish Americans, and (2) utier lack of
avareness on the part of teachers of socio=-cultural factbrs which affect
education,

Considering the denial of educational opportunity to Spanish
Americans, one has only to examine typical performances of Spanishe
American children in school in order to see the great incidence of
educational retardation, Twenty years ago, Tireman found that children
of Spanish-American background performed on an equal basis with Anglo
children up to the second and third grade. The gap of retardation
widened as the child progressed through school, The present study has
found the same to be true, Table V gives some results obtained in
multi-cultural schools during the 195859 school year,

These results show a definite pattern of advanced educational
retardation, increasing with years in school attendance, Yhere, when,

and how did the schools fail? This question is too complicated to answer

briefly, Like many other phenomena, a gradual withdrawal of little
essential elements probably would have made the greatest difference

in the world, The fiscal policy of the state in financing its
schools, lack of financial means on the part of the parents to help
their children through school, little or no value placed on formal
education by the parents, and a complex of other factors have been the
cause of the slow progress that the Spanish American child has made

through school,
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The causal elements mentioned above have been discussed previously.
There is one other cause that has not been discussed heretofore, that is,
the extent of teacher awareness of socio-cultural factors as they impinge
on education, A recent study showed that, in general, teachers are not
aware of socio-cultural differences of ethnic groups as they affect the
education of minority groun members,1 From a large sample of teachers
intervieved, it was concluded that teachers were aware of obvious
phenomena in regard to cultural differences; however, vhen underlying
cultural considerations were examined, teachers shoved 1ittle or no
sensitivity. For example, the teachers jnterviewed in this study were
very much awvare of differences in general home environment of Anglo,
Spanish-American and Indian children, Yet, when they were confronted
with the question of how meaningful were classroom experiences of the
children from the three ethnic groups because of their direct, first-
hand experiences, the teachers failed to shov any awareness of differ-
ences, In other words, teachers indicated that the children are getting
cultural or language background, Again, teachers wore very much avare
of differences in proficiency in the use of oral English among the
Anglo, Spanish American and Indian. But vhen they were asked about
abilities to use the regular ‘ext books written for a given grade by
pupils in that grade, they showed no distinction among ethnic groups.
This means that teachers, in general, believed that a sixth-grade
child should be able to read a sixthwgrade text regardless of the

child's social, cultural, or language background,

Horacio Ulibarri, "Teacher Avareness of Socio=Cultural Differences
in Multi-Cultural Classrooms" (unpublished Doctoral dissertation, The
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 1959, )
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The implications that Such unuwareness has for education are
many. The principal one is that teachers will pitch their teaching
at an imaginary median where they hope to reach most of the students,
But, by not knowing where the child is in the scale of acculturation,
where his level of experience is, and vhere his abilities lie, by
gearing the curriculum to this imaginary median, the teacher may, in
effect, be losing contact with the majority of students, especially bi=
cultural students,

In conclusion, the hopes and aspirations of a people proud of
their heritage lie in education, FRducation is the principal avenue
for these people to regain their rightful place in society, Too many
of them as yet do not begin to comprehend the value of a sound education,
Parents have only a blind faith in what education can do for their
children, The living standards, the morale, the expectations of these
people will rise as they get educated, Any society operates only at the
1evel to which its members are educated, It is the job of the school
administrators and teachers in the classroom to help these people help

themselves,
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Spanish Americans concentrated in northern counties,

1lexican Americans concentrated in southern ccunties,

Source: Calculated from deta in U,S. Rureaw of the Census, 1950,
Voie. 4, Part 3, Chapter C, Table 7; and Vol, 2, Part 31,
New Mexico, Table 12,
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