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THE SIX TABLES IN THIS PRELIMINARY REPORT WERE DERIVED
FROM DATA IN A RACIAL AND ETHNIC CENSUS CONDUCTED BY THE NEW
‘ YORK STATE EBUCATION DEFARTMENT. TABLES 1 AND 2 CONTAIN DATA
| | ON THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WHITE, NEGRO, PUERTO RICAN,

AND "OTHER" PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN

} THE STATE. TABLES 3 THROUGH 6 PRESENT DETAILED DATA ON RACIAL
|
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F
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 IMBALANCE IN INDIVIDUAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN ALL DISTRICTS
EXCEPT NEW YORK CITY. THE DATA IN THE TABLES ARE ANALYZED IN
ACCOMPANYING TEXT. (LB)
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PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE 1966-1967

RACIAL AND ETHNIC CENSUS

The tables included in this preliminary analysis were derived
from data contained in the New York State Education Department's 1966-67
Racial and Ethnic Census. Summary information for all public school
districts. in the State is contained in tables 1 and 2. Tables 3 through
6 present details concerning the degree of segregation within individual
public schools for all districts except New York City. School by school
breakdowns for New York will be available in the near future. In addition,
data for nonpublic schools are still being received and will be processed
as soon as all returns are in.

Table 1 presents the distribution of public school students by
ethnic origin and location. Examination of this table shows, in part,
that: (1) excluding New York City, 93.5 percent of the students enrolled

in New York State's public elemerntary and secondary schools are white;

(2) within New York City, ¢ oproximately one half (49.8 percent) of the
students are white; (3) in large city school districts, excluding
New York City, 75.5 percent of the students are white.

Table 2 details the distribution of Negrg and Puerto Rican students
by location in the State. It can be seen that of all public school Negro
students in the Stdte, 72.4 percent attend schools in New York City,
while an additional 11.3 percent attend schools in the other "Big Five"

districts of the State (Albany, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, and Yonkers).




Table 3 presents a comparison of 1961-62 and 1966-67 data for
those school districts identified as containing racially imbalanced
elementary schools in 1961-62; at that time, a school was considered
racially imbalanced 1f 31 percent or more of its students were Negro.

In 1961-62, 41 districts contained 103 elementary schools which met that

criterion; for these same districts in 1966-67, there were 129 elementary
schools which had 31 percent or more of their students Negro. It should

be noted that 1961-62 data did not include children in kindergarten.

Tables 4 through 6 present a different approach to the definition
of racial imbalance in the schoole by defining,imbﬁlance, for a school,
in terms of varianée from the ethnic distribution of students in the
entire school district. Variance is defined as the amount by which the
percent of Negro pupils in a school differs, positively or negatively,
from the percent of ﬁegro pupils in the school district in which the
school is located. A positive variance indicates that the percent of
Negro pupils in a given school exceeds the pefcent of Negro pupils in
the school district gy the number of percentage points shown; similarly,
a negative variance indicates that the percent of Negro pupils in a

given school is less than the percent of Negro pupils in the school

district by the number of percentage points shown. A school with a positive

variance has a greater proportion of Negro students than the total school
district student population, while a school with a negative variance nas
a lesser proportion of Negro students than the total school district

student population.




Table 4 shows cumulative numbers of schools and school districts
affected by racial imbalance at descending intervals of variance. Also
shown are the names of school districts added to the cumulative totals
when they first appear in the distribution. It can be seen, therefore,

that the percent of Negro pupils in three schools in the State (excluding

New York City) varies plus or minus 80.0 to 84.9 percentage points from the

percent of Negro pupils in their school districts and that these three
schools are in the city school districts of Niagara Falls and Utica. In
all, there are 555 schools located in 85 school districts where the percent
of Negro pupils varies, plus or minus, five percentage points or more from
the percent of Negro pupils in their school districtg.

Table 5 presents more détail concerning the distribution of
schools at various intervals of variance from school district totals.
For each interval, data are provided showing the number of schools and
school districts {n each interval as well as the names of the districts
and. the number of affected schools in each district. In the interval
80.0 to 84.9, it is again seen that three schools in two districts are
affected} two of the schools are in Niagara Falls and one school is in
Utica. In the variance interval 70.0 to 74.9, six schools are affected
located in three school districts: 3 in Rochester, 1 in Syracuse and
2 in Newburgh.

Table 6 shows the numbers of pupils affécted by racial imbalance,
and the percent that number is of the State's total public school popula-

tion, in two categories--all students and Negro students only. It can




be seen, therefore, that the schools falling in the variance interval

80.0 to 84.9 contain a total of 1,070 students accounting for .05 percent

of the total State public school population (excluding New York City);

of these 1,070 students 1,042 are Negro accounting for .86 percent of

the State's total Negro public school population (excluding New York City).

In all, the schools in upstate New York where the percent of Negro puplls

varies five percentage points or moie from the percent of Negro pupils in

the school district contain 347,164 pupils (16.06 percent of the upstate

total) and 80,568 Negro pupils (66.62 percent of the upstate Negro‘total).
Tables 4, 5, and 6 may be used for determining the magnitude of

the tasks confronting the State Education Department for any defined

level of racial imbalance based on the concept of variance from school

district totals.
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