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. Foreword

Undoubtedly most successful writers and teachers of writing have at times
been asked a variety of questions about writing as they do it, or writing as they
teach it. From what responses we get we have come to know a good deal about
the techniques and methods of teachers who are successful in developing
individuals who write well, for the individuals themselves and their writing
speak well of the efforts expended by all involved. Seldom do we find accoumnts
of teachers who achieve success in teaching groups of children how to write.
Mrs. Carrie V. Stegaii is one teacher who has taught groups and she tells us
how she does her work. .

Mrs. Stegall in her The Adventures of Brown Sugar: Adventures in Creative
Wiiting carries us step by step through the stages of the group development of
a story in which all forty of her fourth grade pupils participate actively over a
sixteen-week period. This involvement in the group project leads to the situation
where at the beginning of the second semester, each child expresses an anxious
desire to write his own story. And, following the group experience, each of the
forty has his own folder, his own outline, his own writing rules, and his own
book in the process of being written.

It has been observed (Goodenough and Prelinger, Children Tell Stories,
International Universities Press, 1963) that teachers are well aware that
creative writing is dependent on an individual’s accumulation of sensory
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writ

blanks with those same “old

silly sentences” was the sum total of English, and significantly “that didn’t learn

anybody anything or 4o anybody any good.”

interest in

ing in

Introduction
fortunate, I told the youngsters, because every class was

required to have an English period. What could we do? Some ventured to

When school began in September, I searched diligently among my fourth

graders for a spark, even a tiny spark, of
call it, the study of English. But not even the tiniest spark did I find. Copying

Instead, I cautiously asked, “Had you rather write a book than study En-
glish?” I was overwhelmed with the spontancous enthusiasm that swept
As cries of approval spread throughout the class, indifference and boredom

suggest that we could leave it off and not tell anybody about it. I secretly
isappeared. And there was I, the teacher, without the vaguest idea of how to
xi

contemplated the wisdom of that suggestion and was sorely tempted.

“old silly sentences” from a textbook and fill
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begin to write a book, much less to teach thirty-six youngsters how to do so.
Nevertheless, believing that a teacher sometimes does her best job simply by
staying out of the way of her pupils, I plunged into this wave of enthusiasm and
found myself engulfed in one of the most delightful teaching-learning-writing
experiences of my twenty-five years of teaching.

Not only did the boys and girls want to write a book, they wanted to write it
right then and there. But, of course, a few preliminaries had to be pigeonholed
before the fun began.

First, we discussed books we had read or had heard read. The discussion was
eventually directed to . The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, with which the young-
sters were quite familiar since they remembered seeing another class dramatize
scenes from it a year or so before. Briefly I told how Mark Twain took a number
of boys whom he knew well, rolled them all up into one, and thus created the
book character Tom Sawyer. This was possible and easy to do simply because
Mark Twain knew boys well. And, since he also knew life on the Mississippi
River because he had lived there, he could write vividly about it.

Second, I opened a discussion about things with which we, as fourth graders,
were most familiar. Dogs, cats, and other pets came into our group conversation
with dogs holding priority. Though we planned to follow Mark Twain’s lead and
“roll all of our dogs up into one” to get our main character, we were forced to
choose one dog as the physical evidence needed for a tangible beginning. Since
my own pet was a little brown Pekingese, I asked if the children would like to

x
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criticize. But, as there still didn’t seem to be enough description of Boy, I in-
structed-all except the three to try again, and onie produced the following line:
“He has a silky back of long hair, and his ears hang down to his feet.”

That was it! When this last sentence was added to the first three, paragraph ‘
one was complete. We had passed the first hurdle. Paragraph two was - labori-
ously developed but as victoriously achieved. Paragraph three was prefaced by
days of reading from reference books to get some exciting information about the
Pekingese dog. Mark Twain had used ideas gleaned from his reading. Why
shouldn’t we? Paragraph four was developed in like manner. Paragraph five
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oy
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ks
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was simply the outpouring of feelings about this business of writing. In order ! ,
at . to get a cross section of reasons for their entering so enthusiastically into the r
Fer writing project, I developed this last paragraph simply by choosing its seven ’ o
&WW e sentences from seven different papers. . :
Rt Thus Chapter I, fulfilling its purpose, was finally completed at the end of the . ,
e R first six weeks grade period. In the eyes of its authors it was perfect; in the eyes o

of the teacher it was finished. I wondered whether that accomplishment was
S worth the endless hours of paper checking, personal conferences, and constant
: AN class discussions which had been necessary to the writing of each paragraph. o
o However, when I hopefully suggested that this short chapter was not worth ! I
S the long laborious hours they had spent in writing it, the youngsters reacted ¢

-
P IEEN

7 A 3 &' ° . . ° .M.‘. %
. loudly and negatively. To tham it was such an unquestioned masterpiece that o a3
N - o ° o o o . ° P . -
» tiresome details which had accompanied its progress were completely nil in AU
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then that I was trapped, I bowed to the will of my slave
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drivers and wrote “Chapter II” on the blackboard. What would we call it?

followed d
i

on the paragraph t

1scussion

By discussing sentences as we read orally from our readers, we discovered that

In Chapter II the first rules actually evolved by this s
checking the work of the masters. Until now, all punctuation marks except
xvii

D
our writing, We might accidentally learn more about how the experts managed

something, (2) it should start with a capital letter, and (3) it should end wi
to write so well.

period, a question mark, or an exciting mark.
tence writing, we decided to watch all our reading for suggestions for

real authors always wrote inferesting sentences, too. That point
like those “old silly sentences” that we copied out of our Engli

other purpose than to fill blanks. H

learned in the third grade, about half of the youngsters had mastered the art of
writing correct sentences. They remembered that (1) a sentence should say

paragraph against those of another. Merely by constantly r

retrospect. Re
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grade. Finally, a child discovered that an apostrophe was used to

ils often gained reco

with other examples.

is writing that it is all right for us to do so?” I asked.
aggressive pup

“Why, sure,” one answered.

“Then may I likewise assume if an expert uses the same thing over and over
“Of course,” another said.

To return to the specific case of the apostrophe: Almost all the children used

an apostrophe with every word ending in s. Apparently this was a carryover

8The word rule here is, of course, used in the sense that it is the cumulative result of usags, not the
xix

Certainly the superior pupils were the ones who pushed the treasure hunt for
prescriptive dogma of the rule book.

In this manner was laid the framework for rules, and thereafter all traditional
rules and examples. But when a rule was made, proved, and accepted, the less

textbook rules were left moulding on their dusty textbook pages along with

“Then let me suggest something. As you read, if you see some
reading often enough for you to make a rule about it, make the rule and present
“old silly sentences” and their useless blanks.

it to the class for consideration. If you can make a rule and prove the rule by ten

examples, we shall accept it for our English books.”*

“Oh, good!” shouted several.
“That’ll be fun,” said others.

from the third
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show ownership. This he proved by showing ten uses found in a book he was
reading. The class decided that that settled the apostrophe questicn.

Without a word, I wrote on the board these words: don’t, can’t, isn’t, haven’t,
I'll, and many others. Instantly several understood that they had jumped to a
conclusion. Some had even used ¢hat apostrophe in their own writing. Thus it
becaine necessary to search for another apostrophe rule. This proved no task at
all, as several children clamored for the privilege of making the rule. “To make
two words into one, we use an apostrophe to show for the missing letter or
letters.”

In like manner all rules applied in the writing of this book were evolved,

proved, and accepted. These rules the reader may examine in My Own English
Book.

The reader must understand that this entire story was written paragraph by
paragraph. Much class discussion was devoted to the problem of sewing the
.paragraphs together neatly and smoothly. Though each chapter was outlined
completely before the actual writing began, the children were ever conscious of
the fact that each succeeding paragraph should flow logically out of the preced-
ing one.* Frequently there was concrete evidence that the children quite under-
stood this phase of writing bridges or transitions.

One day we were beginning a new paragraph. Either we had failed to

4Footnote 3, page 8, explains how diligently we worked on the problem of coherence.
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go to school faster. Mr. Brown works in a store. Mrs. Brown works as a school
teacher. Nancy is in the seventh grade. Brown Sugar loves to live close to school
because he can play with the children. They sometimes call him Boy.

The ancestors of Brown Sugar came from far across the ocean from the
country of China. His great, great, great grandparents belonged to the ruler of
China and lived in the royal castle. In China people used to pray to Pekingese
dogs. Only people of royal birth could own them. The Chinese made this dog
bowlegged so that he could not run away. Women those days wore Pekingese
dogs in their sleeves. They called them sleeve dogs. The Pekingese is a toy in
this country but is a respected watch dog in China.

In 1860 the English people took over the city of Peking. Two of these toy dogs
were carried to England and that is how the whole world knew about the little

3 dog.® .

We are writing this book because we don’t want to do English, Sentences ate
hard to do. I think writing a book is more fun than writing sentences. Writing a
story is funny and English is not funny. We will not have to work in our book
and write old silly sentences. We would not have learned about a Pekingese if

we worked in an English book. Some of us might want to write a book when we
grow up and we’ll know how. : :

.

3All we could find in reference books about the Pekingese dog we read and discussed in class.’ Some of the
information was hearsay, but it was interesting, and, since real authors don’t always stick to facts, neither did we.
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in Nancy’s doll buggy until Mrs. Brown turns the light
Nancy’s bed and sleeps till Mrs. Brown gets up

jumps in
g. Then he gets back
Nancy to get up but Nancy kept

Brown kept calling Nancy and N
bed and pulled the cover off of her and Nancy pulled the
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children against the

d up on her
cover back on her. But Brown Sugar did not g

mornin

27They forgot to tell that he is turned outside the first thing each morning. I added this one word back.

Brown Sugar sleeps
1’This clever trick, and
sts between dogs and

we had to include

harmonize here.

Brown Sugar back? in the bedroom and as soon as he saw Nancy in bed asleep he

Sugar is the alarm clock for Mrs. Brown to wake
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case of an emergency.’ One very pleasant night the Brown family’s chicken Sy ER
house caught fire. Nancy had a setting hen in it. When Boy saw the fire he ran ’ y g L SES
< to drive the chickens out. When he saw the setting hen he jumped to the nest - |
and got an egg between his teeth and put it in a nest outside. The hen was so
, mad that she followed him and found the nest of eggs and set* down. Very soon \
the eggs began tc hatch. The next morning Nancy saw that the chicken house
was burned down. She was very sad because she thought that the hen had been |
burned up, but just then she saw her hen and chicks and knew that Boy had - .
saved her and her eggs—rather chicks and she was happy even if the chicken
house had burned down. That’s the way Boy became a fireman as well as an
alarm clock for the whole family. . . :
One night Brown Sugar stayed out late. The next morning Brown Sugar slept . :
. a long time. When he got up it was 12:00. Even Brown Sugar, the alarm clock,
L runs cdown sometimes.
R One day the Browns got a letter from Nancy’s grandparents saying they S
R wanted them to come that night so that they would be there on Thanksgiving SR 7
g Day which was the next morning. That very night they packed a suitcase and
. 3The class spent twenty minutes constructing this sentence on the board before they began the actual work N »
Ty, on the paragraph. They were becoming more conscious every day of the need of sewing the paragraphs together
. ) to make them fit smoothly. . L
T 41 sirnply did not have the courage to question whether the hen set or saf. After ali she was a setfing hen, and T
' Co my perscnal opinion was that too much grammar at that exciting moment would have impaired the story. Real .
g - m writers are inspired; grammar is too often just a necessary evil. . . e . ‘
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ricks.” First she taught him to say his prayers.
his head and bark a little. Next she taught h

an introductory clause, but, since nearly all of

and if sentences, I had, in personal

a comma at a certain point where they stopped long
this story were placed there by the children.. I made
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Boy knows many tricks but there is one trick I want to tell you about. One day

Boy saw Nancy sitting upon her chair. He said to himself,* “Why can’t I sit in T o % |
a chair like Nancy?” It sounded to Nancy as if he said, “Bow-wow.” “Mother ,,

.

TR g O
ANt LA
el AT

}

Boy wants something,” said Nancy. “He may want to sit up like youn,” said .
Mother. “Bend your legs and you will sit down.” But Boy fell down. “Isn’t there
anyway he can sit up?” asked Nancy. Boy kept trying «ili he learned. “That is a
hard way to learn to sit down,” said Nancy at last.
One day Nancy told Brown Sugar to stand on his head. Brown Sugar thought
to himself, “What does she think I am a clown?” Brown Sugar started to stand
on his head but he fell. He tried again and again but he finally did it. That made
Brown Sugar very happy.

The Shrine Circus was in town.® The children whose mothers couldn’t take
them to the circus could see it on T.V. Nancy’s mother was too busy to take her.
So Nancy watched it on T.V. Brown Sugar wanted to see it too so he came in the
house so he could see it. It was two hours long. But Brown Sugar sat up all of
that time. Brown Sugar saw monkeys, clowns, horses, elephants, and little carts.

2Examination of our readers and library books showed us that, when someone said something, what was said
was separated from the rest of the sentence by a comma. Twenty-three of the thirty-six members of the class were
able to provs this observation by showing me examples which they had found in their readings. We decided it
must be a good rule; consequently we adopted it for our own use in writing our book. Every day I was forced to
review correct use of quotation marks with much emphasis on the end punctuation within the quotation marks. £
Some of the children persisted in using & comma with a question mark, :

3This paragraph and the following one were written entirely by one child. Frequently children asked if they
might attempt to write an entire chapter instead of just one paragraph. . _
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th me.” “But I can’t leave my home,” said Boy. “Nonsense! I left t
I wouldn’t be where I am now if I hadn’t left home.” “Come to this lot tonight

circus wi

After the circus was over Nancy went out into the kitchen and left Boy alone.
Brown Sugar ran out side and tried to do what the little dog did. First he would
chase White Bill around the lot. Next he would try to jump on him but he would

But most of all he liked the little dogs especially a little white dog that would run

fall flat on his face. But then he heard a voice. He turned around and looked. It
was the little white circus dog he saw on T.V. He said, “I will take you to the

and jump on the little pony and then jump on another.
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The little white dog left. That night Brown Sugar left with the dog. There was

gain,

know that one of his dogs was worth $500.00. But no one couid find Brown

a reward of $500.00 for the person who found Brown Sugar. The manager didn’t
Sugar. After a while Brown Sugar got tired of the circus and went back home

and I will tell you if I will go.” “O.K. But don’t forget.” “I won’t.

and never ran away a
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6. Arriving at the Party

4. Making the Cake
7. The Un

1. Introduction
2. Inviting Guests
3. Making Hats
5. Getting Dressed
8. Playing Games
9. Birthday Gifts
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Then Mother said, “You will have to invite guests. You could invite the dolls,
Mary Ann,* the blond, and Susan, the brunette.”

“Bow-wow, Bow-wow,” said Brown Sugar meaning that would not be a bad
idea. You see Boy thought Mary Ann and Susan were very cute. That is how
Boy gets along with the girls.

Mrs. Brown said, “You will have to send post cards off.” The cards said:®

Box 828 3

Holliday, Texas i
June 12

Dear Susan,
You are invited to a birthday party for Brown Sugar Tuesday, June
15, at five o’clock, at my house.
Yours truly,
Nancy Brown

After they had mailed the cards they began thinking about making hats for
the birthday party. . 4
4 At first I explained the use of the commas in appositives to the few who had made an effort to divide their )
writing as indicated. It was not for the entire class. Later, however, I was forced by their own interest and i
questions to explain these commas to the class. .
6Since we had other definite class plans for letter and social-note writing; it had not occurred to me to use
our hook as a medium for teaching such writing until this child actually wrote this invitation within his paragraph.

This invitation, of course, then gave birth to the idea of writing thank-you’s in the last paragraph of this chapter.
I explained to this one child about the use of the colon here.

20
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made one with green construction paper with a purple lantern on the back of it.
When Mother saw the hats she exclaimed, “That is very good!”’ :
Brown Sugar heard her but he did not think much of them. Y
Mrs. Brown suggested that she could make a big cake for Brown Sugar in 5
her stem pan. She was going to make it out of dog food. I
Nancy replied, “Will you put colored icing on it that has Happy Birthday
Brown Sugar on it?” 5.
“Yes,” exclaimed Mother. “I will make it out of Hearts Delight Dog Food and -4
jello. Jello will make it stick together good.” m
“I want to eat some cake at the party,” shouted Nancy, “and I don’t like dog
food.”
Mrs. Brown yelled, “I will make you some muffins.” ,
This is her recipe:
34 cup of shortening
1 cup of sugar—mix
1 egg—mix
2 teaspoons of baking powder . g
1 teaspoon of salt
2 cups of flour
1 teaspoon of vanilla
34 cup of milk |
She mixed the shortening and sugar until it was smooth. She added eggs and

22
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“Here Boy let me put you on some pants and a shirt,” suggested Nancy.

“You are not going to put any clothes on me. The other dogs will call me a
sissy<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>